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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to assess the truth of the following hypothesis: “In
Japan, the term ‘false phimosis, denoting a shameful condition, was fabricated
and spread by the cosmetic surgery industry that developed after World War II
for purposes of customer development. Thus the word ‘false phimosis’ was hardly
used in prewar medical circles, which were distanced from the cosmetic surgery
industry, and men were not ashamed of false phimosis at that time.” To examine
this hypothesis, we collected medical surveys on phimosis done from the 1890s to
the 1940s, and analyzed whether the category “false phimosis” was used and/or
the notion of shame at false phimosis was mentioned in those surveys. As a con-
sequence of examining twenty two surveys, the hypothesis was denied. Medical
surveys performed from the 1890s through the early 1920s hardly used the cate-
gory. On the other hand, almost half the surveys from the 1930s to the 1940s
used the category. Five surveys mentioned how men felt about false phimosis,
and three reported that young men felt shame at it. Analysis therefore demon-
strates that the term “false phimosis” was already in use in prewar medical cir-

cles and that notions of shame at false phimosis existed among men in that era.
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