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The purpose of this thesis is to clarify the history of “Sogo Gakushu” and explore
how policy makers and educational researchers thought the possibilities and
risks of “Sogo Gakushu” as new school curriculum before 2003. “Sogo Gakushu”
joined formal school curriculum in 2003 in Japan. In contrast with the members
of Central Council for Education approving the possibilities of “Sogo Gakushu” as
an innovative learning, two educational researchers of eminence, Tsunekazu
Takeuchi and Manabu Sato had big apprehensions about the future of “Sogo
Gakushu”. In fact policy makers decided to reduce “Sogo Gakushu” only a few
years after launching it into new school curriculum. The reform of education
usually requires a deserved budget for various improvements of learning of
children and teaching of teachers. Without enough budget and resource for
promoting new school curriculum, the reform of education must produce worse
performances of children’s learning and teachers’ work. It is obvious that
appealing key words don't have magical power for true improvements of

educational activities.
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