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Abstract

I explored the latter half of one woman school teacher’s life and career by
life history method in this paper. Her name is TAMAKI KAWASHIMA. In her
twenties, she worked with KIHAKU SAITO in Shima primary school in Gunma
Prefecture.

She moved to Tokyo from Gunma in 1965. She had good practices in the first
primary school in Tokyo. However she was taken a disease in the next primary
school in her forties. She struggled against her disease for about ten years. At
last she could recover her health by an elder woman doctor’s support. Just after
a recovery from the disease, her mentor, KIHAKU SAITO died. Thereafter she
has felt a strong sense of responsiblity to teach and care young colleagues. In her
fifties, she tried to explore drama education and literature education. She retired
from teaching profession at the age of sixty in 1993. Her last lesson study was
about the lesson of “HARU”, a poem which describes a poor mother in the rural
area. She would like to impress the love of mother on the children who would be
adolescence soon.

She was a primary school teacher from 1956 to 1993. In the latter half of her
life, the severe disease made a critical turning point of her career. She got a new
perspective from her disease and became more compassionate teacher for chil-

dren as well as colleagues.
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