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ABSTRACT

War Nishiki-e became popular immediately after the outbreak of the Sino-
Japanese War and was vital in creating the national image while depicting a fan-
tastic battlefield scene that was an amalgamation of fiction and reality. This
study examines the representation of the bodies of the soldiers who were reorga-
nized as members of the modern national army.

The heroism and Orientalism represented the soldier’s bodies in a contrast-
ing manner of superiority and inferiority. On the one hand, the Japanese army is
a commanding figure, dressed in modern military uniforms, standing in forma-
tion, and armed with the latest weapons; on the other, the Qing troops are disor-
ganized, fleeing and being kicked around. The physique of each soldier exhibited
a sence of superiority or inferiority. The solid and splendid “we” and the weak
and pathetic “they” are repeated.

The choice to depict blood, wounds, and death accompanying warfare has
various possibilities depending on the culture and society. From the end of the
Tokugawa shogunate to the beginning of the Meiji period, the expression of
bloodshed frequently colored the fighting body. However, in the latter half of the
Meiji period, the depiction of blood gradually decreased. This manner is to be
due to Western war paintings. The Japanese soldiers are depicted as brave sol-
diers with a bit of a traces of blood and no signs of injury while the Qing troops
are depicted as weak with the soldiers covered in blood and dead bodies strewn
around. This contrast linked to the legitimacy of wielding the blade of civilization
in the name of justice.

Similarly, what wavers between civilization and barbarism regarding the
body is the representation of it without clothes. In the early Meiji period, the

government, mindful of the Western view of civilization, banned the practice of
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nudity including half-naked labor, mixed bathing, and tattooing through various
ordinances. Therefore, the soldiers in the Nishiki-e are dressed in well designed
military uniforms, standing in unbroken rank, and freely handling even the latest
electrical weapons. However, nudity appears in waterfront battle scenes. For ex-
ample, in a river crossing operation to land in front of the enemy, the soldier
holds his sword in his mouth, takes off his uniform, and exposes himself to the
enemy'’s bullets. It is an image similar to that of the samurais when they strip
down and leap into the enemy’s face.

The image of the soldier’s bodies in the Sino-Japanese War Nishiki-e reflects
the desire of the viewer. The subject matter and expression also reinterpreted
the aesthetics of the samurai printings of the past. They desired the contrast be-
tween the strength and modernity of the soldiers assigned to “us” and the weak-
ness and non-modernity to “them.” This representation, with its superiority and

inferiority, has developed in other media as well.
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