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Gamsaan po in ballads and muk-yu shu: Popular literature between overseas
Chinese in the US and their wives in Se: Yup
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Abstract

This article delineates how overseas Chinese in the US and their left-behind
wives in Sez Yup region in Pearl River delta, who were long separated to each
other, maintained their family relation as a socio-economic unit by introducing
vernacular literatures from Se: Yup popularly produced and shared among them
between the Chinese community in the US and villages in Se: Yup. The article
specifically focuses on several pieces of ballads and novels called muk-yu shu that
depict the experiences of gamsaan po, the emigrants’ wives, in Se: Yup and inter-
prets them within the changing historical contexts from the late 19" century
through early 20™ century. The article concludes that the selected pieces of ballads
and stories of muk-yu shu demonstrate typical issues prevalent among overseas
Chinese families that might ruin their goal of emigration as family strategy, and
that they also mediate husband and wife to maintain a family by suggesting

them to observe the conventional moral codes and roles of gender.
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