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Exploring the Diversion of Discourses about Education in Remote Areas in 1960s:
Focusing upon the transformation of the discourses in a local magazine,
“Iwate no Hoken”

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to explore the diversion of discourses about ed-
ucation in remote areas in a unique local welfare magazine, “Iwate no Hoken”, in
1960s. “Iwate no Hoken” has been published since 1947 by National Health Insur-
ace Organizations Federation in Iwate Prefecture. During 1950s and 1960s, Ryo
Omura, a main editor of this magazine transmitted various voices of people who
lived in remote areas in Iwate Prefecture. Omura used to be a substitute teacher
in Iwate before World War II. With his effort, until early 1960s there were vari-
ous kinds of articles about education in remote areas written by various people
including school teachers who taught in remote school in Iwate Prefecture. How-
ever the number of articles of this type has decreased rapidly and school teach-
ers’ discourses has largely disappeared since the late 1960s. The life of people in
remote areas was drastically changed in 1960s because of high economy growth
in Japan, especially in Iwate Prefecture. As a result of social change, the style of
education in remote areas has become no different from the one in urban areas.
It must be one of the reasons of the decrease of discourses about education in re-
mote areas in “Iwate no Hoken” in 1960s. This means that people lost one of the
important platforms for the discussion about their local public education. This
case study shows one aspect to understand the context, the background, the pro-

cess and the nature of neo-liberal education reform after 1990s.
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