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“Zit Haau Waan Wan”: A translation to modern Japanese
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Abstract

This is a translation of “Zit Haau Waan Wan (Chaste and dutiful wife re-
vives from death),” muk-yu shu or a vernacular literature of fixed-form poetry
written and published in late 19" century Guangzhou of Canton province. Stories
of muk-yu shu had been cheaply sold and widely read among people in contem-
porary Canton region as a popular entertainment. Moreover, the muk-yu shu
reading served as an opportunity for inculcating the Confucian ethics of gender
moral code to its major audience, particularly to women, who generally had no
access to education regardless of class differences. Thus “Zit Haau Waan Wan”
also let the readers and listeners be aware of chastity and filial piety taught in
the story of a woman waiting for her husband’s returning, who left for California

as migrant labor, while taking care of her mother in law.
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