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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.
——p——

THOSE who have observed, reflected, or written on
political economy and the various branches of knowledge
connected with it, may be ranged in two classes, the intel-
lectual and the mechanical. Of later days, and in this
country, conspicuous amongst the intellectual speculators
or philosophers stands Mr. Godwin, the author of “ Poli-
tical Justice.” Equally eminent amongst the mechanical
reasoners, particularly in his earlier productions, is Mr.
Malthus, whose treatise on the ¢ Principles of Popula-
tion” is. become almost the text:book.of a politico-
economical sect. S

The intellectual speculators, informed by their own
feelings of the gentle, ever-springing, and all-sufficient
pleasures of sympathy and intellectual culture, their
animal wants being all comfortably supplied and there-
fore exciting little of their attention, little studious
perhaps of the physical laws of nature, of the physical
constitution of man and the beings that surround him,
conscious of their own power of restraining and regu--
lating what they regard as the grosser propensities of our
nature, proclaim man as capable of attai_ni.ng happiness

by his mental powers alone, almost independent of

material subordinate agency. To such a superiority have
they elevated the thinking part of the human organiza-

tion, as to suppose that man may hereafter, by the perfect ‘
use of it, wsll his own health independent of the ma-
terial agents usually employed to promote it. They have

thought that the mind may command mechanical ope-
rations, such as ploughing or navigation, without the
, e 58 ‘ .
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intervention of intermediate physical means. How these
mysterious processes, these wonders of volition, were
by possibility to be carried on, consistent with any esta- .
blished analogy of things, could not of course be ex-
plained.” Though such alleged possibilities were the
extreme of the system of those who rested their }}opes‘
of the improvement of mankind, almost exc}qswely,
on the cultivation of their intellectual powers; it 1s easy
to conceive how great an influence such theories must
exert over the judgement when directed to the investiga-
tion of the every-day, sluggish, 1'eaht1_es of life. In
possession of so compendious and sublime a mode of
commanding nature, how should they submit to walk
the lowly paths of observation, to toil through the end-
less slavery of experimenting in order to get a glance at
a new power of nature, or of a new or more useful mode
of application of any thing before known ? how could
they stoop to examine the vulgar agency, by wl_nch
rustics and mechanics elaborate inanimate matter 1nto
forms moulded by the caprice of their superiors ? Would
they not almost esteem it time lost to discuss the effi-
ciency of unthinking things in influencing the happiness
of a being so superior, or capable of being made so
superior, to their controul ? N
As the superstitious impute all changes to the arbi-
trary caprice and favoritism of their divinities sporting
with the essential and immutable properties and mutual
relations of material things; so do these intellectual
speculators introduce a species of divinity within them-
selves, to exercise that controuling power over nature,
before which, when placed without them, the superstitious
tremble. 'The fears of the one and the hopes of the
other, are almost equally vain. For whatever advances

mankind may make in the arts of social happiness, they .

must be indebted, to an enlarged and minute acquaint-
ance with the surrounding universe of things and of
themselves, and to the wise use and distribution and
regulation ‘of them. The intellectual speculators on
political economy, wishing to make man all thought,
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affect to -disdain Jebor as mechanical and grovelling,
unaware of the paramount principle of -wzility by

_which alone the worth or worthlessness of every thing
- must be estimated. What is thought, but motion pro-

duced and felt in the brain ? what is labor, but motion
commuynicated to and in co-operation with the ever-
active energies of nature ? And by what standard is
the superiority of either: species of motion to be. esti-
mated, but by their relative tendency to produce human
happiness 7 Herein, in their -contempt for the me-
chanical drudgery of labor, coalesce the intellectual with
the political aristocracy. The one .disdaining its.exer-
cise, ungratefully glory and plume themselves in the
use and exhibition of the articles it produces; while the
other, . the intellectual aristocrat, disdains, or affects to
disdain, equally its exercise and its productions,” forw
getting. that without its kindly and ever-recurring aid in
the supply of food, clothing and shelter, the high in-.
tellectual energies, of which he boasts, could scarcely
for one hundred hours preserve themselves distinguished
from the unconscious air around them, or. from any
other masses of unorganized matter. There are endless
shades of opinion amongst these intellectual speculators
.on wealth and human happiness. They all agree in over-
estimating the capabilities of mere mind, or what they
termn morals or virtue, to promote happiness, andleave
too much out of their calculation those homely physical

agencies, on which the development of both.mind and
‘morals depends, and without which they could not exist.

.. If the class that I have termed intellectual speculators,

leave material things and physical agencies too. much out

of their calculation, those whom I have. termed me-

chanical speculators adopt the opposite extreme. . With

them, intellectual power and sympathy form no part of
the creature, man: heis altogether-a mechanical agent,

like the plough or - the loom or the horses with whose

-motions-he co-operates ; and he is.to be urged to labor
. by the'same rude means that operate on other animals.
:These who call themselves pure political economists, and
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ofess to have no other object but wealth in contem-
plation, belong more or less to this class. By them the
cublime notions of intelligence, benevolence or m.u:cual \
co-operation and perfectibility, are held in derision.
Their sole object is so to arrange, as that the machines,
whether living, as cows, ‘men, or horses, and propelled
by food and air, or inanimate and propelled by steam
or water, should produce in the greatest abundance all
articles of food, clothing, ‘shelter, and elegance, or
caprice ; and that, on the other hand, means should be
devised that an abundance of consumers should be found
to use the articles produced, so that every year a con-
tinual demand should be kept up for these or similar
articles. By what means, or by whom, the articles were
produced, whether by camels, horses, men, slaves or
not slaves, whether by hard labor or easy labor, by
heslthful or life-consuming exertion, signified not; ex-
cept in as far as the-wear and tear of the dead or living
machinery might enhance the price and lessen the pro-
duction. By what means, or by whom, these articles
were consumed, whether by the mass of the.producers
to diffuse gladness through a smiling population, or by
a few living in palaces surrounded by unenjoyed waste
and sickly appetites, signified not. The problem with
them has been, how to raise the greatest pr_o‘duce-and to
ensure the greatest consumption or efficient (}emand.
No considerations ‘but such as related 1rpmed1_ate1y to
wealth or exchangeable value, Were admitted into the
reasonings of these severe economists. An.m.ngst‘these
mechanical reasoners there are shades of opinion as well
as amongst the intellectual speculators ; and ’d’xe): occa-
sionally adopt more or less of ‘their adversaries’ views.
Is it to be wondered at, that neither the one nor --the
other of these two classes of reasoners.on poliuilcal
economy and human happiness, called here the:intel-
lectual and the mechanical, have arrived at trath ? that
“no consistent and useful system of human labor and the
most wise and wholesome: distribution of its_ products,
has yet been devised between them ? -that while each of
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them have discovered on their own side a good deal of
truth, their chief felicity has.consisted in developing the
errors of their opponents?  How should it be other-
wise 7 Man is nof a mere machine like a steam-engine
or spinning-jenny, nor an uncalculating animal like the
horse or the ox whose labor he employs. Nor is. man a
mere intellectual agent, without properties in cornmon
with both the inanimate and the living things around
him. Man isa complicated:being. Like the timber ot
the wool on which he operates, he is liable to the im-
pulses of external things. ~Appropriate agents produce
chemical and mechanical changes on his structure, both
within and without, just as on other masses of matter.
The overwhelming force of the current or the tempest
equally shatters and sweeps away him and all inanimate
obstacles, whether the shed which he has reared for his
protection or the plank to which he clings for succour,
in proportion. to the mass and powers of resistance of
each. Certain living powers, the result of organization,
developing themselves in nervous and muscular motions,
enable man to increase but a little his power of resist-
ance. Like all other animals, man exists but on the
coridition of keeping up the eternal excitement of air

- .and food: like the best.organized of them, he is liable

to various sources of enjoyment and of pain, by means of
the terminations of different species of nerves in what

_ are termed organs of sense on different parts of the body:

!ike‘ them, he is liable to certain impulses arising from
internal secretions, entirely independent of his volition,

* and thence to certain propensities, desires or wants, in-
separable from his actual organization. But, unlike.

condensed or aérial p_artiéleé of inanimate matter, un-

like any known vital organization but his own, not only

is he liable in a suyper-eminent degree to the feelings
arising from the observation of all things around him

"and their relation to himsélf, not only to the feelings

of memory perpetuating these original feelings of ob-
servation, but also to those of comparison and reasoning.

- Hence he is enabled to look in upon his own structure,
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viii PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

to look forward into futurity to calculate the effects of his
actions, and thence to be guided by distant as well as
immediate motives. - By proper training, he is enabled
to add to the pleasures of the senses and of internal

excitement, the pleasant feelings of intellectual culti-

vation; and by the wise regulation of his appetites and

passions, he not only increases indefinitely their plea- -

sures, but avoids the evils to which want of foresight
‘would lead them, and contracts a sympathy and inclina-
tion to benevolent co-operationwith his fellow-creatures.
Can we reason then on any matters, in which the
labor, voluntary or forced, of such a creature as this, 1s
the chief ingredient, as we could respecting sheep or the
wool separated from their bodies, -or respecting -the
powers of air, water, steam, and machinery ? Or can
we justly reason on any matters in which such a creature
as this is chiefly concerned, as if he were all-composed
of intellect and benevolence, as if he were uninfluenced by
the chemical mechanical laws of nature operating within
and around him, as if he could shake off the feelings and
impulses co-existent with the several stages of his or-
ganization, as if he were gifted with a'mysterious power
‘of producing changes within and around him; by mere
‘volition, without the intervention of the usual ascer-

. tained natural agents or causes ? like the power ascribed

‘to the great’ spirit or mind of nature, in the poetical
creation of all things ? : .

I conceive, then, that in order to -make the noble dis-
‘coveries of political economy—and magnificent they are
‘when viewed in their'proper"connexion—useful to soctal
science; the application of which becomes the art of
‘social happiness, it is necessary always to keep in view,
the complicated nature of man, the instrument to ope-
-iate with and the creature to be operated upon. Without
a constant reférence to it, the regulating principle of
wtikity is sacrificed, and the grand object of political
“economy, the indefinite increase of the accumulations
“of wealth or of its yearly products, become worthless
objects consigning to the wretchedness of unrequited
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toil three-fourths or nine-tenths of the human race, that
the remaining smaller portion may pine in indolence
midst unenjoyed profusion. It is not the mere pos-
session of wealth, but the right distribution of it, that
is important to a community. It is with communities
as with individuals. ~ Men cannot be happy without the
physical means of enjoyment, which in all civilized
societies consist chiefly of objects of wealth : but, with
a comparatively small portion of these objects, men may
be happier than they have ever been seen to be;: while,
th'ough surrounded with them to superfluity, they may
still be miserable. "Tis not the multitude but the use
and the distribution of the objects of wealth, with which
society is chiefly interested. Hence the necessity .of
considering wealth not only in its effects on industry and

_reproduction, but also in its moral and political effects,

in every way that it can influence human happiness. .
Mdralists haye been, for the.most part, - ignorant. of
physical science-and of the truths of political economy :
theologians affect to disdain all other knowledge but their
own peculiar and profitable dreams: political economists
profess to direct their sole attention to the produc.tion,and
accumulation of wealth, regardless of its distribution
farther than as it may influence re-production and accu-
'fn'ulatlon, leaving to moralists, politicians and statesmen,
its ».eﬁ'e(.}t on happiness, -and drawing a broad line of
distinction between their solid material speculations and

; thg airy pbilps.ophy of the mind. Nay, more ; the chemist
Aand megh-amman and operative manufacturer ormerchant,
have, till *lately, affected to disdain the speculations. of

political economists,. as mere  theories, inapplicable to
the realltl_es of their respective operations. .

. What is to be inferred ? - Not that we.condemn the
division of knowledge any more than the .division of

. -labor ; but that we would have it limited to the improve-
-ment of its own particular branch,. and not have it ap-
“plied to the immense coneern of social happiness without
-regard - being had- to all those other equally important

data on which a just application must depend. ~ Social
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science, the science of morals, including legislation™as
one of its most important sub-divisions, requires not
only a knowledge of what is technically called morals
and political economy, but of the outlines of all that is
known, with a capacity for following up any particular
branch that may be, on particular occasions, conducive
to the general end. None of these speculators have
confined themselves to their own peculiar province, but
have adventured, without appropriate knowledge, on the
direct application of their isolated speculations to social
science. A few illustrious exceptions might be named,
one of whom has done more for moral science than
Bacon did for physical science:. for whereas Bacon did
no more than point out the new and secure road to
physical discovery, /e has not only pointed out the right
toad to moral investigations, but has made such pro-
gress in it as no man ever before conceived, much less

accomplished. - Following in the road which he has de-

monstrated, our object is to apply to social science the

ascertained truths of political economy, making these

and all other branches of knowledge subservient to that
just distribution of wealth which tends most. to human
happiness. -~ :

Mr. Mill in his -useful epitome, the * Elements of
Political Economy,” chapter on Distribution, page 52,
says, * If the natural laws of distribution were allowed

to operate freely, -the greater part of this net produce

would find its way, in moderate portions, into the hands

of a numerous class of persons exempt from the neces-

sity of labor, and plac‘ed in the most favopable'circum-
stances both for the enjoyment of happiness and for the
highest intellectual and moral attainments.  Society

would thus be seen in its happiest state.”

These natural laws, or tendencies to distribution in

-particular channels, with the effects, moral and political,
" as well. as economical, necessarily resulting from them,
_are no where developed, partly because they extend be-

yond the mere bounds of political economy or wealth

prescribed to the work, and partly perhaps because the

.
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author conceived that the intelligent reader might gather
them in the way of inference.

I need not cite the vague speculations of the more
numerous and unreflecting portion of the community,
to prove that no particular opinions are yet assented to -
as true respecting the most useful distribution of wealth;
but simply refer to the opinions of some of the most
able writers who have lately condensed and simplified
for public use what they conceive to be the ascertained
truths of political economy. The author of the * Con-
versations on Political Economy” (as well as of those on
Chemistry and Natural Philosophy) would lead us to
believe, that such an inequality as we see in England in
the distribution of wealth, that such luxury as we. see
concentrated in capital cities and elsewhere, is necessary -
to give employment and food to the great bulk of the
industrious and productive classes of society, and that
the poor must starve if there were not to.be found
masses of wealth of hundreds of thousands of pounds
per annum concentrated in single hands to set the peo-

‘ple to work, by means of its expenditure. Much of
abuse as may take place in the expenditure of these

enormous masses, she still thinks that the state.of things
producing them, is necessary, even for the employment
of the productive laborers themselves. The necessary
inference is, that this mode- of distribution being so
excellent; our efforts in legislation and otherwise should

be"directed to its support and continuance, .if notto its

increase.
The celebrated author, as above, of the History of .

British India gives his opinion as to the best mode of

distributing the national wealth.. And what is—as far
as his explanations canaid us in forming a supposition

-—this best mode ? He tells us that literary men not-un-

der the necessity of any bodily labor for their support,

possessed in a moderate degree of the comforts and con-

veniencies of life, are capable of enjoying, and do enjoy,
4

‘more of happiness than any other members of society.
‘He therefore -advises such a state of things, 'such a.dis-
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tribution of wealth, as will tend most to increase the
number of this happy class of beings. I need not go
further to point out the fallacy of these speculations
founded on mere partial views ; the one founded on an

excessive admiration of the baubles engendered by ex-
cessive wealth, the other founded on a more rational

_admiration of moral and intellectual pleasures, than

thus to put them abreast, and permit them, like cer-
tain chemical mixtures, to neutralize each other. Itis
evident that some more general, some universally-com-

prehensive principle, embracing the happiness of the -

whole of men or of nations, taken, not as classes, but
as sentient beings, must be resorted to, in this moment-
ous inquiry. ~ :

Consequences so extensive, so awfully important to
human happiness, as those arising from different modes
of distributing wealth, must not however be Jeft to mere
inference. 'That inference, which to one intelligent
mind may appear legitimate, another may look upon as

- unconsequential. Not to advance beyond the proposition
‘above quoted from Mr. Mill,—how many are there who

think the present state of society, of excessive wealth
and extreme poverty, preferable to the existence of the
numerous class of small possessors theréin described ?
who will not admit the existence of any natural law or

tendency to bring about such a state of things 7 and
‘who still think that such a natural tendency ought by

every possible means, even by force, to continue to be
restrained, as it now is every where, by force restrained?
To me it appears that the natural laws of distribution,
if left freely to operate, would produce much more hap-
piness in any community so wise as to unchain them,

" than is even promised above: to me it appears not

proved, nor a just’ inference, that freedom from the

_necessity of moderate labor is essential either. to the
-highest intellectual or moral attainments, or, as flowing
from these and from a due supply of physical wants, to

the enjoyment of the greatest happiness: to me it appears
that the natural laws of distribution, if left freely to ope-
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rate, would, with the present aids of art and science, do
much more than produce to a numerous class, intellec-
tual and moral culture, with the comforts and conve-
niencies of life, and therefore happiness: to me it ap-
pears, that what I conceive to be the natural laws or the
wisest mode, of distribution, would éven produce these
blessings to the community at large. Is it not then of
consequence clearly to ascertain what these natural laws
of distribution are, from which such mighty conse-
quences are anticipated ? and respecting the actual ten-
dencies of which, and the desirableness of these ten-
dencies, opinions so contradictory prevail ? :
But the subject, the distribution of wealth, is a hack-
neyed subject. What subject important to human hap-

 piness is not hackneyed ? The subject of wealth in

general is indeed so: but it is conceived that the least
hackneyed branch of the subject is the distribution.
No bold hand, itis conceived, has yet presumed to lay
down just principles on this all-sensitive subject. - Force,
fraud, chance, prescription, are almost every where the
main arbiters of distribution, and have almost frighten-
ed reason from daring to contemplate the mischiefs they
have caused. Injustice in this most momentous matter
has every where prevailed ; but the perennial source has
not been unfolded. Hence discontent, misery, vice, uni-
versal degradation—degradation ‘not always absolute,
but compared with the state of happiness attendant on
the natural laws of distribution, if left freely to operate,
in the present state of improved and every-day extend-
ing knowledge. .

In every nation, and in almost every age, of the
world, the blessings of equal comforts to all, and the
enormous evils of great inequality of wealth, have been
dimly seen and recognised; and vain and ignorant
efforts have been made to establish a just distribution.
Force is the instrument employed by ignorance to ac-
complish every thing, even justice itself: to establish
equality, therefore, was force employed. But no sooner
was force made use of than secwrity fled, and with se-
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curity production and consequently the means of happi-
ness. Here therefore is the cruel dilemma in which
mankind have been placed.- Here is the important pro-
blem of moral science to be solved, ¢ how o reconcile
equality with security ; how to reconcile just distribu-
tion with continued production.” This problem it is
the object of the following pages to develop, to trace
its consequences, and to point out those just and gentle
means by which the natural laws of distribution may
be every where introduced, and by which security, iu}-
partially applied to all, and not exclusively and hypoeri-
tically applied to a few, may become the firmest guaran-
tee, instead of being the eternal opponent, of rational
and healthful cquality: as it is the only sure basis of
the continued reproduetion and accumulation of wealth.

"This momentous problem has not been yet fully

solved. Mere .political economy has not attempted to
solve it. To the minds of a few enlightened men the

first principles necessary for its solution may be familiar:
‘but none of them has yet undertaken the task of

bringing to a point the scattered rays of knowledge
on this subject, applying them all to the distribution of
wealth. To diffuse, and by diffusing to direct to prac-
tical use, the knowledge acquired on this branch of so-
cial science, to lead forth from the calm closets of phi-
losophical inquirers, where they have delighted and ele-

* vated the minds of a few, into the world of life and

action, those important truths, which it behoves all
mankind to know and to practise, to assist in wiping

out the stain from science, noticed thirty years ago by -

Condorcet, but still adhering, that though she had done
much for the glory of mankind, she had done nothing
or little for their Zappiness, is to me an object of the
most anxious desire.

Who -can throw his glance over the affairs of the
civilized portion of mankind, and not rejoice % Who
can behold the proofs, every where and every day exhi-

- % Written in 1822.
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bited, of the diffusion of real knowledge, and not re-
joice? Who can behold all the civilized nations of
mankind either in the very act of calmly new-modelling
their social institutions, according to their respective
degrees of knowledge, or on the point of undertaking
the bounteous, the magnificent, the inevitable opera-
tion, and not rejoice ?  Who is there that sees not that
whatever may be the absolute quantity of knowledge or
of the articles of wealth in a community, it is not their .
abundance, but their right use and distribution, that.
constitute the happiness of that community? Is not
this therefore peculiarly the time to investigate with un-
compromising steadiness the natural laws of distribu-
tion, to ascertain how far legislatures and individuals
may usefully co-operate with these tendencies of things,
that new organizations of society may reject those per-
ennial sources of vice and misery which ancient igno-
ranee engendered ? »
But if the aspect of the great commonwealth of civi-
lized nations and the interest which we of these coun-
tries have in the general progress of events, be not
sifficienit to awaken our attention to a matter moment:
ous like the present ; thereis an aspect of things nearer
lome, in our very bosoms, which challenges our atten-
tion this moment to the distribution of wealth. How
comes it that a nation abounding more than any other
in the rude materials of wealth, in machinery, dwell-.
ings and food, in intelligent and industrious producers,
with all the apparent means of happiness, with all the
outward semblances. of happiness exhibited by a small

“and rich portion of the community, should still pine in

privation? ' How comes it that the fruits of the labor
of the industrious, after years of incessant and success-
ful ‘exertion, are mysteriously and without imputation
of fault to them, without any convulsion of nature,
swept away £ 1t is not for want of physical knowledge ;
it is nog for want of abundant materials of wealth to
make all comfortable, it is not for want of the capacity
or inclination. to aburnidant reproduction.  To what then
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. is this strange anomaly in human affairs to be attributed?

this misery in the midst of all the means of happiness?
That savage tribes, ignorant of the means of produc-
tion, disinclined to labor, should be overtaken by want,
were a matter of no surprise : but that where art and
nature had run, as it were, a race of emulapon in the
prodigality of their gifts "to intelligent and industrious
millions, that these millions shquld be d!seljabled ffor_n
enjoying these products of their own creation—this is
the mystery, this the astounding spectacle. To what
but to 5 vicious distribution of weelth can this extraor-
.dinary phenomenon be attributed ? What sopnatural
as the ery of injustice, under suclq cireumstances What
so natural and so usual as the imploring of the inter-
ference of the strong arm of power, to remedy such in-
justice ? - What so necessary as to ascertain the causes
of this vicious distribution ? whether they are of a tem-
porary or of a deep-rooted and permanent nature ?
whether present appearances are any thing more than
the full development, the maximum, of ’f:he eV1.1s.~ in-
herent in long-established errors and radically vicious
institutions, now brought to the crisis of their injurious

operation? whether there are ‘in art. or nature: any
means to be found, -excluding the use of force, which

would make impossible the recurrence of similar ca-

lamity, -and substitute a universally-benevolent, self-

regulating, and self-preserving distx:ibution for-the pre-
sent, engendering the evils .notonously,-e‘xperler'lcedf.
Can any inquiry be more called. for, not w1th_a VleW' tcp)
mere topical, temporary, w?m.edles,‘but to radical cure?

The tendency of the existing arrangement of things
as to wealth, is to enrich a few at the expense of the
mass of the producers; to make the- poverty of the
poor more hopeless, to throw back the middling classes
upon the poor, that a few may be enabled, not only to
accumulate in perniciously large m?ssgs‘the real na-
tional; which is-only the aggregate of 1.nd1V1dual,~ capital,
but also, by means of such: accumulatlons; to commgnd
‘the. products of. the yearly lebor of the: community.
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Who is not alarmed at the every-day increasing tendency
to poverty on the part of the many, to the ostentation
of "excessive wealth on the part of the few ?  Who sees
not the gradual undermining of the nation’s resources,
the sickening of the very spirit of industry on the part
of her producers, if this progress cannot; by a recurrence
to first principles, or otherwise, be arrested ? Is it not
time to inquire whether, by the laws.of nature and so-
ciety, we are doomed to submit to actual and: anticipated.
evils such asthese, under the peril of enduringstill greater,
if we rashly attempt to remove them? All moral and
political wisdom should tend mainly to this, the just

. distribution of the physical means of happiness : for how

senseless would it be to send codes of laws and maxims of
morals to the savages of New Zealand for the regulation
of their passions, if matters were not so adjusted, as
that—if not by gift—at least by the exercise of their
faculties, these savages might be put in the way to pro-
cure not -only the means of existence, but of comfort
in life! 'Tis in the use and distribution of these that
all their good or bad qualities, their vices or virtues,
must- be chiefly developed. ~ Skill and persevering in-
dustry are necessary to produce the objects of wealth,
the means of enjoyment. Truth or falsehood are used
to facilitate. their acquisition by exchange or otherwise.
Honesty is displayed in respecting the acquisitions of
others; violence and cruelty in ravishing them fromtheir
producers ; prudence and- temperance in so regulating
their use, as to secure all the immediate pleasures they
are capable of producing without the drawback of those
contingent remote evils which would follow a blind
obedience to instinctive feelings; and beneficence in
yielding to the grateful emotions of sympathy under
the guidance of wisdom, and ‘making wealth . tri-

“butary to the happiness of others. In this way is the

most important portion of our virtues and vices so in-
dissolubly - connected with the distribution of wealth,
that to speak of morals and legislation with an ' affected
contempt of such matters,. is to grasp at a shadow and

b
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to leave a substance—is to add hypoeritical or ignorant
insult to the miseries of communities.

Should we find that that mode of distribution which
political economy requires, militates against political
utility, while general morality is silent, we must weigh
the claims of wealth and politics and carefully adjudge
the balance. Should we find the increase of wealth and
supposed political utility calling for one mode of distri-
bution, and universal morality prescribing another, we
must, consistently with our principles of promoting the
greatest happiness of the whole, compell both wealth
and politics to bend to that distribution which ensures
the greatest virtue, the greatest happiness. But should
we be so fortunate as to find that that species of distri-
bution of wealth which tends most to its production and
accurulation, tends also to political utility more than
any other possible distribution of it, and affords the

_ grateful aspect of the widest diffusion of moral habits,
while it is, at the same time, so simple as to require 1o
cumbrous legal machinery, almost no machinery at all,
for its support ; we shall unite all impartial voices in ap-
probation of a mode of distribution so recommended.
Such, and attended with so many concurring benefits,
is, it is believed, the mode of distribution, the descrip-
tion of which follows. o ‘

Three modes of human labor are discussed and con-
trasted in the following pages: first, labor by force, or
stricted individual competition ; third, labor by mutual
go-operation. The last of these modes of human labor,
that by mutual co-operation, is shown to be as superior in
production and happiness to the second, or that by in-
dividual’ competition, as the second is superior to the
first, or labor by force or compulsion. '

The immediete incident that, gave rise to the inquiry
pursued through the following pages is as follows : In
one of the literary societies established in the city of
Cork for the diffusion of knowledge, a gentleman cele-
brated for his skill in the controversies of pqliti_cal

compulsion direct or indirect; second, labor by unre-
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economy, thought. proper to descant on the blessings of
the inequality of wealth, as now established; on the de-
pendence, and consequent gratitude which the poor
should feel to the rich ; on the too-great freedom and
too-great equality of wealth of the United States of
America; with similar topies. - Astonished at such no-
tions, and particularly from such a man, the writer not
pnly repelled them at the time, but determined to enter
into the subject, and to lay it before the Society in the
shape of any essay, for future and more enlarged dis-
cussion. As the essay proceeded, the importance and
extent of the subject seemed to increase ; and the con-
fused and erroneous notions prevailing almost every
yvhere, in print and conversation, redoubled the zeal for
its completion to whatever extent the interests of truth
might require. Thus has the proposed essay extended
to the present inquiry. ‘ "
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ON

'THE ‘DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH. -

~ CHAPTER I

INVESTIGATION OF THE NATURAL PRINCIPLES, RULES, OR
© LAWS, ON WHICH ALL JUST DISTRIBUTION.OF WEALTH
OUGHT TO BE FOUNDED: DEDUCED .FROM OUR ORGANI~
. ZATION, AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES, PHYSICAL AND SO-
'CIAL,” WHICH SURROUND US. e :

’

UTILITIG, calculating all effects, good and evil, immediate
and remote, or the pursuit of the greatest. possible sum of hu-
man happiness, is the leading principle constafitly kept in
view, and to which all others are but subsidiary, in this inquiry.
In Bentham’s ¢ Iritroduction to the. Principles.of: Morals and
Legislation,” and the first chapters of the celebrated ¢ Traités
de Legislation,” this principle, ‘recognised’ by Helvetius,
Priestley, Paley, and. others, is developed and estsblished
forever, to the exclusion of all other pretended tests of morals.
.. No subject is' more interesting, or if rightly trested more
useful,” than the Distribution of Wealth ; because on its just
and wise distribution will'be found to depend, not only, directly,
the physical comforts of every community, but, consequentially,
in a ve}y great degree, the quantum of. morality, of the plea~
sures of sympathy, prudence, and bernevolence, as well as of
intellectual enjoyment,. within its reach. l ' \
The distribution to be here inquired into, is that which will
promote the greatest, possible quantity of human happiness, or
the greatest happiness of the gieatest number. . It will be seen
that this, greatest' number is never a mere majority, but nine
out of 'ten, .or ninety out of a hundred, "of the whole commu-
nity. In fact, the real happiness of ke whole, even of the
apparently: sacrificed thinority, will be found 'to. coincide -with
the greatest, happiness of the greatest number, The greatest
possible quantity of hutan happiness, the greatest happiness
S . B -
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of the greatest number, the happiness of the community, and
the happiness of the whole, will therefore be found, in almost
all cases, to imply the same, and may for the most part be in-
differently used.

The propositions on which the natural laws of distribution
are founded, appear to me so plain, as to ensure assent
as soon as they are understood, and the consequences flow-
ing from them are the most universally extensive in their
application, and most intimately connected with human
happiness. They should be therefore freely canvassed; for,
if “true, they should be always kept in mind, to direct
our reasonings on moral and political subjects: if false, the
sooner their errors are pointed out the better, that they may
not be injuriously applied in practice. In the investiga-
tion of truth respecting quantity and numbers, certain po-
sitions are laid down, the perception of the truth of which is
felt, as soon as the terms are understood. Just so should it
be in moral and political disquisitions. Though for want
of an accurate measure of the degrees of Tesemblance or dif-
ference, of the different intensity of the same or different spe-
cies of feeling, and of the consequences of actions, including
these and other particulars, we cannot reach the same cer-
tainty of ultimate deduction in the moral sciences, that we can
in those of quantity and numbers; yet as our moral deduc-
tions require to be extended but a few links beyond first prin-
ciples, we may still arrive at nearly the same certainty in bothi;
for first principles are equally capable of intuitive evidence,
or peréeption, in both; and the more necessary it is that we
should know what these. first principles are, on which so much

depends, We shall find, that though we cannot by means of
them ensure mathematical certainty in all our reasonings, we
shall arrive at that strong and overwhelming probability, even

in matters of minute detail, on which the mind justly and neces-

sarily reposes with as much confidence, and which leadsto as

energetic practical ‘demonstrationsin the affairs of life, as if
measurement could verify every step of our progress. Be it
observed, that where we cannot arrive at thisstrong probability,
called moral certainty, the importance of the object to human
happiness proportionally decreases; as in metaphysical, anti-
quarian, and theological spectlations. : .

It will be asked, ¢ What is meant by the words, natural
principles, natural rules, or ‘natural laws, of Distribution, to
be here inquired into ?” o S TR

No.word has been more misapplied than the word Natural;
“nor is it necessary here to enter into an-analysis of its ‘o‘rigin‘a.l,
derivative, or present significatious. So pleasing are.the as+
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sociations connected with it, that-it is arbitrari ied to alw
fost iny thing which it is sought to recommeri] . aﬂ'i?}(lie ‘;30?'1(1
aw, too, implying a sanction, a penalty, is something whi
must be obeyed. ng therefore th}')e nan{é lof sfgve?;ggbgh;d—l
plied-to any proposition, and if to thatcan be superadded tlrl’e
word, natural, noexhibition of consequences or uses is sup-
posed to be requisite. To disobey the law is criminal, to aig-
say is -presumptuous: to this add, that the law in q;iesbi%n is
;otstzl:?; of ‘(gu.e or a fl';alw individuals like ourselves; but of a
us and irresistible ) j nd
I g;]; o and e power called Nature, and who shall
_Even political economists have frequentls :
without any accurate definition. Thcéy fregﬁléfﬁyti‘zi .::)oigz
Natural Laws of Distribution, as things exisﬁng and known
and use them as grounds, or as aids, to argument, ‘precludi-n“’.
reply. _‘Acalnst such abuse of these terms t};e reader, g
warned. No natural laws of distribution, or of any thin
else, in the sense. he_re given them, any. where exiét.' Bg
gamml laws of distribution enlightened political eéonomist)sr
o mean, or ought to mean, .those general rules-or first:prin-
ciples, on which all distribution of wealth ought te be fourf’ded
in order to produce the greatest aggregate mass of happines;
to tl‘le‘isomety,'.gr(.—:-at or small, producing it. As therefore
economists thave hitherto used the terms, they are here re-
ﬁﬁid; bult without any wish to derive any factitious aid from
rules»z?pﬁos}?gnj:. . Our Inquiry is respecting those useful
Fules or lin v l?mlples on which distribution ought to be
o , which by others have been vaguely hinted at under
the name of the Natural Laws of Distribution. The most
‘ appropl"l_‘ate’mz.aamn:g perhaps which. can be given to the word
E?tgf:tlé;a:iqnjugcuqn with the words,laws, rules, or ﬂp'rinciples:
of dist dl ; og, is :swly such as require no factitious aid,
which demand the removal er the non-imposition of restraint,
ms’tl?ﬁd:gf nevirl :machuliery for their support.,

e Laws here spoken of have mever been written or p
?}llglii‘te@’“ﬂ a’igzs enforced; ﬂ:ley exist only in the discusfibg:?)}
the mg;grexfs: : t truth, and if admitted by rational men. after
come the ules o acion and. the gutdbs of real e oo
to the distribution of wealth e’ﬁ:; ifrocl"d‘rz:atﬁ:l'tten e
z?gr?:;i? 1:(:1 qualify them, as intimating thgt’:‘ such gécl;od ':g -.e\kr)i‘i
slo (l:o en i{t‘:heu violation or observance, ‘as follows the ordi-
ne v{ﬂl g}r.}e ;V&pts where no human compulsion interposes.
o 'folidfv .hclmn that no aid whatever is sought to be-derived in

e g pages, from the words, Natural Laws; in sup- -
port of any argument. To tm;h, tracing the réal differences
i .

General Propositions. 8




" hawve discovered no oracles, to have intercourse . with’ none:

~.Sgcrion 1. Wealth is produced by:lz;bor: ﬁd other in=
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and resemblances of things and the real consequences of hu-
man. actions, the appeal is always made. " To-the rules of dis-
tribytion here proposed, no sort of deferénce is-asked in con-
sequerice: of “the: use of two  metaphorical .words; retained
with a view of entering more easily on a train of inquiry in
which they had been. employed by others. .. "Too: much mis-
chief has been done by pretenders of all sorts, in every age,
by feighing mysterious intercourse with certain oracles ;. their
own will, guided by their own jnterest, rarely by mere delusion,
the".only gods. that dictated the responses. ‘We pretend to

the: natural laws here to(be'invéstigated,: are- simply, with the
mbdifications above explained,. the opinions of the writer.
" The.propositions to be ‘proved in this ‘chaptér are the fol-
lowing ; ‘placed here consecutively; ‘that the readér may bear
their corinexion in mind. o : :
g_redient but labor makes any object of desire an object
of wealth. - Labor is the sole universal measuré, as wel
* as the characteristic distinction of wealth. Cot
. "Sgcrion 2. . The object to be aimed at in the distribution
of wealth, as in its production by lalbor,"is to confer
thereby the greatest possible quantity of happiness, . e.
of pleasures, whether of the senses or of a moral or in-
tellectual nature, on. the society. producing it." . o
Sgcriox 8. All members of society (cases of mal-confor-
mation excepted) being similarly constituted in their
physical organization, are capable by similar.treafment
. of enjoying equal portions of happiness: PR
Sgcrrox 4. The happiness of the greater number is to. be
. .preferred to the happiness of the lesser number: other-
.. wise, the objectin view, the prOduc&t.ion‘of _the greatest
. possible. quantity of happiness, would be sacrificed.
Spcrion 5. Those means of enjoyment-or happiness
which come under the: nameé of wealth, being'produced
by the application of labor, ‘guided by knowledge, to the
- materials afforded by nature, sufficient stimulus, in the
way. of motive, must be afforded to put the necessary la~
bor guided by krowledge into motion, to produce this
- wealth, . e I
-Secrion 6, ‘The strongest stiruulus to production (and
. that which is necessary to the greatest production) that
. the nature of things will permity. is, security” in the
' éntire use of the products of labor to those who-produce

- them. . - ‘ ,
Secriow 7. All woluntary exchanges of articles of wealth,

CHAP. ;,] . " Genéral Praposz‘tz'dns;b' . . 5
‘implying.a preference on both sides of the thing received
to the t_hmg. iven; tend to the increase of h'appi%les's from
gea.lth, and -thence to increase the motives to its produc~

T T e AR
Scrion 8. The forced abstraction of the roducts ‘of 1
. y v : m of the ucts ‘of la--
bor, the objects of wealth arid means of %appiﬁesé, from
any q;clxvldqal, will cause more loss of happiness. to him -
. than. increase of happiness to the pérson acquiring.
Secrron 9. The forced abstraction . of ‘small portions of
- wealth from any given number of individuals; will lessen
the whole quantity of happiness more than it can be.in- .
creased by the additional pleasures conferred on any otie :
or more individuals enjoying these united small forced -
Smasses.j R o
Sect10N 10.. Therefore, . the produce of* 10 man’s 1 or;
?(if thg 1aborhitsialg, nor any Lpa.r,f“of ‘them, Shguls(t}.)'obré
aken from' the laborer, without ivaleht by Ai
» deemed satisfactory. ’ : ut em equivalent by ]z“z;m
zomion 11. The materils of wealth should be so distri-
g ) distri-
b}lllted as-to accpmphsh the double object of promoting
the utmost possible equality of enjoyment and the utmost
possible production ; that is to say, to promote the ttmost:
pgssalgle‘equahty of distribution” « consistent. with seci
iRy the degree of development of every useful human
e;;(e;,figy,t ',phytglcal ia]rlld intellectual, and of course of the
uction i i
gn e o.n of wealth, dgpgndm?g on the degrge of securn:,y"
Secriow 12. To accomplish this just distribution, no en-
couragements, or restroints, partaking of the nature of
:'ilealth, whether of a positive or negative kind, on the
t}}rect_;on-guven to labor, or on the free interchange of
S ‘e‘productk:s of lalgor, should be instituted or upheld.
EcT(Ilo;irl, 18.. That ‘inequality in the distribution of wealth,
?}? Etr at alone, Yvhlch arises from securing to. every man.
tae: ee use of his labor and its products, and the volun-
 tary exchanges thence. ensuing, ‘should be upheld; be-.
;:lzu:e quimut .ilfla,t,extent of 'inequality, . there -would be
security, without security no pr ducti i -
S duction no wealth to‘distrﬂgrulse.p 0‘_,110 On,’WIthOHt.Pl’O ‘
EcTION 14, . All othér species of inequality of di ibutic
EETI0 v y of distribution,
being not only unnecessary, but in_(ilurious w0 the excite--
ment of production, should be repressed; because they
tmhﬁlsef::::;ﬂt% detract ﬁ_'civmfthe benefits of equality, and

. thus e sum total of happi [ j i

5 at in. the distribution’ of wealth?p#lefs, fhe Ob']écvt‘mm‘ed.
EcTioN 15, General inference from the above premises.,
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« Natural Laws of Distribution,” or General Rules, the
observance of which s mecessary in order to attain the
greatest happiness derivable from wealth.
First. All labor ought to be free and woluniary, as to its
direction and continuance.
Sécond. All the products of laber ought to be secured to
the producers of them. - -
hird. All exchanges of these products ought to be free
and voluntary.

SECTION 1.

Wealth is produced by labor: no other ingredient but labor
makes any object of desire an object of wéalth. Labor is the
sole universal measure, as well as the characteristic distiiic-
tion, of wealth. ’ :

A few illustrations will perhaps be sufficient to demonstrate
this proposition, whether as applying to articles the unaided
production of nature, or to those in which the agency of man
is alone conspicuous. But first let us state what is conceived
to be a just definition of wealth; in the support of which all
our illustrations will terminate. :

The word, wealth, signifies  that portion of the physical
materials or means of enjoyment which is afforded by the la-
bor and knowledge of man turning to use the animate or in-
animate materials or productions of nature.” '

Perhaps it may be useful to bear in mind in more compen-

dious, if not as accurate terms, that wealth is any object of
desire produced by labor.”

Value in exchange is not necessary, though it-almost always
attaches, to the idea of wealth: for small communities have
been rich and happy by labor in common, without any ex-
changes.  Would not woollen cloth be wealth though every
man made his own, coat? Without value in exchange, an ar-
ticle, ever so much an object of desire to him that owns it,
and produced by ever so much of his labor, ean have no
marketable value : it will not in a market be exposed for sale
to those who have no desire for it: but that does not make it
the less an objeet of wealth to him who desired it because it
was useful, and who wisely employed himself in its fabrication
for his own use.

Without labor there is no-wealth. Laboris its distingnishing -

attribute. 'Fhe agency of nature constitutes nothing an ob-

Skcr. 1.] Labor is the Parent of Wealth. 7

ject of wealth : its energies are exerted altogether equally and
n common, in the production of all the means of enjoyment
or desire, whether objects of wealth or not objects of wealth,. -
Labor is the sole parent of wealth.

National wealth is nothing more than the aggregate of the
individual masses of the matter of wealth.

Land, air, heat, light, the electric fuid, men, horses, water, as
such, are equally unentitled to the appellation of wealth.. They
may be objects of desire, of happiness ; but, till touched by the
transforming hand of labor, they are not wealth. Of these,
air, heat, licﬁlt, the electric fluid, and frequently water, though
objects of desire and utility, even of necessity, not only to
health, but to the continuance of life, are not objects of wealth.
Why so? Because it requires no labor to produce them, to
gather them together for use, to enjoy them. They exist in_
such quantities, and are used and enjoyed with so httle exer-
tion, some of them requiring—as air, light, and heat—a posi-
tive exertion for the exclusion of their operation upon us, that
no sort of labor is necessary to gratify our desires for them.
Droves of horses or horned cattle abounding in regions thinly
peopled, are not objects of wealth any more than the air or
light. There are more of them than are wanting for use: no
human exertion has produced them: whoever will employ the
labor necessary. to appropriate any of them, becomes -their
owner: and the mere labor of acquisition makes that an ob-
ject of weglth which before was merely an object. of possible
desire. 'The value of the animal depends entirely on the ave-
rage quantity of the labor of men of ordinary strength and
skill, necessary to convert it to use, whether as a beast of bur-
den, or for the use of the flesh, or of its skin merely. What
renders a fine horse an article of wealth in _civilised society ?
What nature has done for him?. No such thing. - Nature has
done as much for the wild horses of South America; and they
are not articles of wealth. Has nature done more for the
trained horse? No; but man has done it: and the horse,
exulting in his strength, stands, pawing the earth, the repre-
sentative of the labor employed in producing the things he
has consumed, and for which %is labor has not yet compen-
sated, from the time he was. born till his exhibition for sale.
His trifling value at birth is but a mere equivalent for the
consumption of food during the time lost from labor by his
mother, when nourishing him before and after birth, and for
the expenses incurred on the father in fitting him for his idle
Turkish occupation of pleasing 100 concul ines. - Thus, as
articles commonly esteemed objects of wealth, lose that quality
under circumstances in which no/labor is requisite for their
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production; so do other articles, not. esteemed objects of.

wealth, gain that quality when undet circumstances. making
labor necessary for their enjoyment. By day, when light
profusely flows every where over the illumined half of our
planet, . that species of light, the light of the sun, the most
usefil and grateful of all light, is not an ohject of wealth. But
let the earth continue its revolution and avert from the sun its
lately illumined portion; and let light be still desirable for
human convenience, and it will become immediately.an article
of wealth- under the name of the substances from which it is
in scanty portions extracted. The value of candles, oil, gas,
&c., is only. the value of the light extracted from them;: and
as science improves and the modes of extracting are increased
and facilitated, the-value of light diminishes with the smaller
quantities of labor necessary for its extractiou. .. Till directed
by labor under the guidance of knowledge, the powers of na-

ture, in point of useful production of articles- denominated -

wealth, are beneath estimation. Where nature would give
the means of mere existence to a few individuals, of shelter,
clothing, or comfort to none, labor does, out of the same ma~
terials, produce all the means of happiness to thousands.  Let
the labor of any community cease but for one year, and how

many of that. community would be preserved in life; by the .

materialsor energies of nature, to tell the perilous experiment
to the'si¢ceeding year ?. Not only the comforts but the. very

existence of all nations depend on the eternal operation of la-

bor. - While the mouth consumies, the industrious arm is re-
producing, = . EE : L S

Wealth is limited to the physical means or materials of en-
joyment.. Labor or muscular exertion can be occupied on
physical things alone : they only are-capable of accumulation.
There are.numeroiis means of enjoyment besides those of a

physical nature,.besides those which are tangible, visible, or

- which tend, throuﬁh any other of the senses, to the production -

of happiness, All of these numerous means of enjoyment,
though founded on and resolvable into exterior and interior
sensation or feeling, may -clearly and usefully be considered
apart:.physical enjoyment, meaning those pleasures only which
directly affect the senses, There are moral and intellectnal,
as well as physical, pleasures; and what the iwo former want -
in intensity is more than compensated by their facility ‘of ac-
quisition or cheapness, their permanence, and. facility of re-
production... With these moral and intellectual sources of
happiness we are not now concerned, as they are not directly
comprehended in the meaning:attached to the word, wealth.
There are also numerous physical means of. happiness which
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come not under the definition of wealth. - Light, by its varie-
ties of colors, gives pleasure to:the eye, water to the taste,
the sexes to each_ other; yet are neither of these means of
happiness denoted by the term wealth, because they are the:
ié) of nature alone, without anyaddition made'thereto by the
Iabor or skill of man. S Lot e
. The meré utility of a thing carried to any extent and su-
peradded to its mere: existence, or what we call its production
by the hand of nature, constitutes nqth}ng an_objf:ct»oﬁ wegl;};:
till labor in some shape becomes identified with it: then'it is
separated from all other objects of desire, all other means.of
kappiness, and becomes wealtk. D IR
. What is'wealth also in one «country is not Wealt.h in another, .
because: the very same ‘article which. in bne‘reglon,:vwh.ethgr
from the constitution of our nature or from mere. caprice, is
an object of desire requiring. labor for its production, in an~
other region causes pain, and of course no labor is expended
in its acquisition or preparation.. - N S
Thus ice in equatorial civilized regions is an article of
wealth and luxury; whilé.approaching the poles, it becomes
the. bane of existence. . In parched sandy couitries, a well of
water is a.source of wealth ; while the land is the property of
no - one; tiot being worth the trouble of approptiation. = Labor
was not necessary. to'male.the well, nature, we shall suppose,
"havingproduced. it;  nor.is the labor of drawing out the water
to be alone estimated. But the existence of the well in that
spot saves the labor that would be otherwise necessary to bring
water. there .from. its nearest supply;.and the value of the
well is'to be measured by the quantity of labor thus saved.
Men-and women, at different times and places, have been

converted into mere objects of wealth';* compelléd by brute
force, without any equivalent, to'administer to-the pleasires of
their owners; and still this-disgrace to huimanity continues,
upheld by the two nations, at either side of the.Atlantic, who
boast most of their love of liberty and their regard to hiiman
happiness. .. The two circumstances necessary to: constitite
Wea{)th being, ¢ objects of desire” and ¢ procured by labor,”
or effort, ‘apply to human' beings, like any other substances,
such as iron or.sheep, when: tyrannically converted: into ob-
Jects of wealth. .Not only is.an expense of labor, ‘of force.or
effort; necessary, in the first instance, to make human beings

. ‘'slaves,: and thus objects of wealth, but also to retain them in

slavery. :And this expense of effort is: of the most irksome
kind, and: attended with constant tisk ; différing for the worse,

. in these particulars, from ordinary labor. . False, calculations:

of partial intevest give birth:to the desire of po(s”s__dssing.'slaye’s‘.. .
‘Whether human- beings ought (7. e. whether it promotes the
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happiness of them and their masters, collectively and indivi-

dually taken) under any circumstances, to be so converted, is
quite another question. Other principles will show the wicked-
ness, because the overbalance of misery, produced by such
appropriations. :

It will not be objected, that, by including effort and
force under the head of labor, every act of violence and
robbery would constitute any thing desired by the ferocious,
_an'object of equal praise with that acquired by peaceful in-
dustry. It will prove indeed that such objects of desire as

wealth; but not that those objects of wealth ought to be en-
joyed by any one who can seize them. Scarcer would risk
and effort be superadded to ordinary labor in the acquisition,
if the. articles were not esteemed articles of wealth, The
simple question now discussed is, not to whom these articles of
wealth ought to belong—which we shall presently discuss—
but what circumstances they are which eonstitute any objects
of desire articles of wealth ; the possession, the distribution of
them, so as to produce the greatest quantity of happiness,
being the main subject of this inquiry. ‘

As to vielence exerted to constrain, say the person of a
woman to submit involuntarily to man’s inclinations ; wherever
this violence is permitted, women become property, to people
harems, as men do to cultivate the soil or to work in domestic
thraldom. .

1t would be little better than impertinence, in an inquiry
addressed to a civilized community, formally to except human
beings from becoming objects of desire and of appropriation
to each.other : nor would it be necessary; for, wherever these
most pernicious desires have existed, so as to lead to appro-
priation, preperty has followed, and they have been constituted
matters of wealth, like any other materials animate or inani-
mate. Wherever the power of appropriation has accompanied
the fatal desire, the appropriation, and the sometimes illegal,
but.always unjust, conversion into property or wealth, has
followed of course, , .

Numerous are the objections that may be made, from par-
tial views of particular objects, to this simple explanation of
what constitutes an object of wealth. To explain them all
would be an endless task. It may suffice to notice a few of
the most conspicuous and apparently of the most difficult ex-
planation. Of all the physical objects of desire to man, few
are more attractive than the. possession of a rich.and well-
cultivated piece of land, yielding every year teeming harvests
of grain and fruits, or sending forth from its bosom useful
minerals; such as iron, tin, silver, rock-salt or coal. Is this

[y

are IX force sought after, must in all probability be objects of
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land, of are all its products objects of wealth? TFirst, are this
land and all its products objects of desire? Circumstances.
evidently may exist under which neither the land nor any of
its products, internal or external, may be objects of desire in
the, way of appropriation; as where rude hunters occupy it,
as half a century ago was the case with all the fruitful lands
and immense materials, or things capable of being converted

" inta wealth, in the territories of the United States, west of the.

Alleghany mountains. Vast tracts of these lands, now culti~
vated by men flourishing and happy in as far as free, and
erected into states, were not then objects of desire to any hu-

arising from acquired habits, concealed from: tl_leir savage o€~
cupants the uses to which they might be applied. Remote-
ness,. want of security, necessaxrily prevented civilized stran-
gers from thinking at that time of settﬁn,f.:; on them. Though
abounding in all the physical materials - of happiness, they
were not therefore objects of wealth, because: not objects of
desire. -But when the scene changed, and civilized men
turned their eyes and footsteps towards them, desiring to.con-
vert.them to the means of hagginess 5. were they then convert-
ed into. objects. of wealth? 'They were simply in -the way of
becoming so : but they were not yet so converted. Labor was
wanting to be superadded to mere desire, and: in proportion
as labor was bestowed upon them, they were transformed from
mere objects of desire into objects of wealth., The first settler
cleared the timber and erected a shed, and affixed the value
of his labor to that part of the soil on which it had been ex-
pended, and to those contiguous spets rendered by it more
convenient for use. A second settler, paying for the labor
under the name of the land, still added to its value by expend-
ing more labor upon it, in clearing a larger space, cultivating
useful crops, and improving the sheds, and perhaps rearing
and domesticating some amimals. A third settler pays an in--
creased value for all these produets of laber under &e name
of the: soil to which they are: attached, introduces stock and
machines, all produced by labor, and leaving the former erec-
tions for subordinate or temporary purposes, erects houses-and
makes fences suited for permanence and convenience.  Thus

is a piece of rich land which was a few years ago an object of

no value, now converted into an object of wealth, ‘What has.
nature done towards this conversion? Nothing. What has
man, what has man's lebor done? Every thing. All that we.
call the work of nature, the mere existence of %‘he,; land andits
capabilities,. were in as palpable existence before the.Jand: was
converted into wealth as after it. Nay, by repeated culture

man beings. Want of knowledge as well as of inclination
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the capabilities of the best land are frequently impaired or

" exhausted, But, all this time, the minerals lying on the sur-

face of the land, or arranged in its interior, though capable of

the most-extended use, have not been regarded, have not been -

esteemed articles of wealth. "Whence comes this new pheno-

ménon? * In general; because none of these articles have been’

all this time objects of desire, and therefore.no labor has been
expended upon them. . Some of them, such as coal, have not

* been objects of desire, because .other articles procured with

less labor; such as wood, necessarily. cleared away to fit the
ground for cultivation, have been used instead of them.
Others, such.as iron,. from -‘want of the skill and machinery.
ecessary to convert . them. to useful .purposes on so limited a
scale, have been disregarded, in as much as less labor applied
to the soil would procure articles sufficient to get'them, or ra-
ther “things fabricated from them,: 7 exchange. But.let-an
increase. be made in population; let the mumber of those re-

quiring such:articles be such as to afford constant employment -

to the machinery and skill of a few, let the timber be cut down:
and exhausted ;- then will: the neglected iron-stone and the
coal become objects of desire ; ‘then will -labor. be bestowed
upon them ‘and they will become objects of wealth, A new
value will be given to the land ; not because nature has done
any thing to increase the capabilities of useful applicatiori of-
the objects of which the land -consisted, but because circum-:
stances have led to the formation of desires for their appropria-

tion, and ‘in consequence of such desires, labor- has been be--
stowed upon them. . . e :

~If it ‘be objected that these lands are bought, before-
any labor has been expended upon them, of the United

States government; it may be observed, that the moderate

price paid is but a very small remuneration for three benefits

which the comparatively weak individual occupant derives
from the powerful community from.whom he purchases;

. by which he is saved .a hundred fold. in risk and labor in

the cultivation, in.the enjoyment of his land.” 1st, Imme-
diate peaceable possession; 2d, Guarantee by the national
force from savage attack or fellow citizens’ annoyance, permit--
ting the whole of the cultivator’s exertions to be directed to

. improvement, none of it being abstracted for defence; 3d,

-Security“qftz'tle in future enjoyment or transfers, the original
appropriation becoming .a public act registered and authenti-
cated ; thus saving litigation resolvable into loss of -wealth or
useless expenditure of Tabor, -with its- accompanying vexation
and consequential evils to'an interminable extent,

Nor ‘does the fertility or barrenness of the soil requirg
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‘modification t6 be made in the definition given.: "If. the land

- be so barren as not to afford an adequate return-in the means
 of cornfort for the labor that might

e bestowed tipon it, that
labor will be withheld ; and this desive will depend on'the faci-
lities of getting from other sources. by means of less labor; the
objects contemplated b (the:apﬁhca‘glon of labor to the land in

estion. No matter whether the 1and be rich or poor; let the

. :llesi're of making it, or gny-thing attached to it,_ tributary to

enjoyment; be once roduced, and-let labor be in consequence
applied, the value of the land will nécessarily depend on the
quantity of labor guided by ordinary skill‘and judgment be-
‘stowed upon'it. * Ifland more fertile.be discovered, aftervla'nds
less fertile have been. culiivated, and so. neér“*én‘d convenient
in point of situation as to.come in’ competition with them, the *
new land may be cultivated inpreference; and that part of the

" Jabor bestowed on the old which had not been returned by
_ means of the crops but. expended in:more durable changes,

called permanent improvements, would be Iost... . That parti-
cular parcel of land first cultivated; ceasing, from whatever

"+ catise, to be'an object of desire, the labor- expended upon it

would no longer preserve it-an articlé:of wealth, as the labor
.of drawing stones, not objects of desire, Afrom the sea, would
not convert them into articles of wealth, Let any thing be
“once -an -object of desire, labor is the only ingredient necessary
'to_erect it into an article of wealth. - The desire removed, no
. labor will, except by compulsion, be employed upon it.. The

" desire excited and the object not to be. abtained without exer-
.*-tion, labor is bestowed upon it, and it is converted into an

article of wealth. ‘ B
. Suppose a trading colony settled on a confined barren spot,
as the British on the island of Malta, for the mere purposes of
commerce : -What will determine the value of the few barren
spots of ground in. their -nei hbourhood? - The quantity :of
Tabor that has been expended upon-them. - What determined
. that quantity of labor ? Pl‘he quantity that it has been necessary,
or that it-would be necessary, to expend upon them in order to
afford for sale whatever articles the climate and convenience
- perrmitted, on the same terms that articles equally good could
be-imported from. the: cheapest accessible market. ... If more
money ‘were demanded for a vineyard, an orangé-grove, or a
corn-field, than this mass of labor, ‘with the necessary profits
of capital as they are called: and.superintendence, would
amonnt to, it-could not be given without loss; because the
productions of the spot- would -not ‘repay the interest of the
capital deposited with: the yearly expenses of culture necessary
to meet the rival foreign article. The value again of the ar-

.
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ticles brought.from abroad would depend on the quantity -of
labor there necessary to produce them. '

Suppose that instead of being barren, the spots of the island
had been very rich; their value would be et}fua;lly determined
in the same way, either by the quantity of labor expended
upon them, or (whéther to the whole amount expended or
not) by the guantity of labor, or the worth of labor, they
would save the. proprietor, the amount which without them
he would have to pay in freight, first cost, and attendant ex-
penses, for a quantity of produce equal to that which his home
culture could produce.

In sach way would the value of a piece of Jand be deter-
mined for agricultural purposes on such an island. In what

way would it be determined for building or for pleasure-
ground? ‘The value of building ground depends on the
quantity of labor in carriage and otherwise which the situation
would save, and in the probability of quicker sale or letting it
would afford ; all which are resolvable into the saving of labor.
The price of ‘pleasure grounds depends on the competition of
the desires of the rich. To these, when wealth is viciously
divided, and when great ignorance is joined to great wealth,
it s hard to assign a limit. The loss of other enjoyments,
which the acquisition of & spot, so over-valued by caprice
beyond its agricultural or building value, would entail ‘on its
acquirer, is almost the omly check to this competition. If

labor somewhat beyond what could ‘create agricultural sites,

could ereate new sites equally suited to caprice for pleasure- .

ounds; .the amount.of this labor would stamp the valwe.

ut these favorite pleasure-grounds are in general limited in
gquantity, and such asicannot be imitated by labor. They have
therefore a surplus value of their own, arising from the com-
petition of desires, more or less reasonable, on a supply neces-
sarily limited. ‘But thiswsurplus, over and above their agricul-
tural or building value, or value for health or any other wseful
purpose that can be estimated by labor, -could scatcely have
place, or but to avery small extent, as we shall see, under the
natural, unconstrained, and most useful distribution of wealth.
This surplus is a mére artificial value, not appreciable or
worthy of being appreciated in the scale of the wealth and
happiness of any commmunity. Still however, in all cases, the

two-ingredients of desire and labor sremecessary to.constitute -

an article of wealth.  If nature have limited the supply of the

article so that labor cannot furnish the demands of desire, the

artificial value of .caprice commentces: but whereas, in ordi-
nary ‘cases, the value of an article of wealth extends to the
smallest quantity of laboer that could produce it, here the value
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of caprice cannot extend even as far., :Scarcely any amount
of labor, not such ‘as any individual fortune could purchase,
could create a new river for instance and .form sites upon it
or continue exploring the earth till new diamonds or similar
baubles, equal m size to the largest known, were d1§coyered.
Even this surplus artificial value therefore comes within eur
rule: for not only can it never exceed the amount of laborne-
cessary to produce similar articles, but it seldom reaches ‘that
amount.  'The amount of labor expended or sav.efi on obJec'gs
of desire, is therefore in all cases the utmost limit of their
value, and what constitutes them articles of wealth, . .-
Though the proposition heading this section, asserts that
labor is the .sole measure of the value of an article of wealth;
it does not assert that this -sole measure isin all cases an ac-
curate measure, As an article must be an object of desire to
be an article of wealth, and as these desires and preferences
are apt to vary with circumstances both physical and moral,
particularly with the %uantum of knowledge, (of science. and
art) of the means of converting to use the materials and
enérgies of nature; it is evidently impossible that the absolute
quantity of labor can be any accurate index to these. Su=
perflucus  trinkets without use are sought after by the savage
and the courtier. Under representative .self-government;
they ‘would be equally disregarded as things conferring merit,

_and reduced to their commercial value, to the value of real

use. Uninforimed nations may disregard the sea-weed and the
siliceous sand on their shores; by ‘the union of which, by
means of heat, into one substancs, light and warmth might.be
enjoyed in their dwellings; -and should ?_ther substances sup-
ply the place of these, in cheaper substitutes, they would, if
not wanted for other purposesy be equally disregarded by ci-
vilized nations. What is asserted, -is, that in any given state
of society, with any given desires, at any particular time, la-
bor, employed with ordinary judgment on objects of desire,
is the- sole measure of their values; and under such circum-
stances, an_accurate. méasure.  While the qluantity of Jand
and the supply of the materials of many articles remains sta»
tionary, population and knowledge at the same time increas-
ing; while desires or tastes vary as the moral and intellectual
condition of mankind improves, no accurate measure -of value;
as applied: to wealth, -can be given. To seek it, is to hunt
after a shadow. Nothing but.%abor or effort bears any rela-
tion to the converting of objects of ‘desire into “objects' of
wealth: they may by possibility all chan%e their-characters,
and be at one time objects of wealth, while at another they
é:lre ‘mete objects of desire ; or may cease to be even objects of
esire.
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© " Greater skill it is'evident is exerted iri one'species of labor,
and by one laborer at the same work, than in'another. But
these are resolvable into the ‘ordinary labor of the community.
If by extraordinary skill at a particular employment, or by
ordinary skill at an employment requiring a. considerable ex~
penditure - of previous labor to learn, an individual accom-
plishes that in two days which ordinary skill or untaught skill
could notwaccomplish 'in less than four, this labor is double
the value ‘of ordinary labor. The estimate of the value of a
day’s labor ‘is’ that produced by ordinary skill and diligence
in the ordinary occupatioris of the laborious part of the com-
munity. There are also other circumstances, such as-danger,
'noxious smells, noxious airs, moisture, cold, extra-exertion,
which increase the value of particular species of labor. The
products .of these species of labor being objects of desire,
the repulsiveness. of the work requiring greater effort must
be met by increased rémuneration, if it cannot be obviated
by indirect means requiring more’ labor or time. Thus,
though labor is not an accurate measure of the relative value
of articles of wealth under the varying circumstances of hu-
“man society, it is the best approximation to such a standard ;
and is the only standerd by which we can judge whether an
“article of desire is:or is not an article of wealth. :
There is no one article of desire, usually esteemed an
article of ‘wealth, which has not been, and which is not, in
* many places, denied that title. There are tribes,” by whom
_ neither corn, nor cottons, nor woollens, nor gold, nor rice,
nor silver, would be esteemed articles of value, or wealth : but

there .are o tribes, there are no human beings, with whom -

humen labor is not esteemed an article of value. 'Ignorant
or enlightened, poor or rich, depraved or beneficent, labor
is every where, to all men, an article of value: it is every
where the price paid for the continuance of existence as well
as for the means of enjoyment. ~Itis the only universal com-
modity: No where without human labor oreffort can objects
of desire be obtained in such quantity or state of preparation
as to support life. S ,

Enough, it is hoped, has been said to prove, that ¢ wealth
is produced by labor; that labor is the sole ingredient by
which an article of desire is converted into an article of
wealth ;. and that labor is the sole universal, though still not
an accurate, measure, of- the value of wealth.” L

From what has been said follows also the truth of these
propositions, . ST B :

- First, The mere desirableness of, or desire for, ari_y phy-

sical, or other, object, does not constitute it an object-of
wealth, ‘ : ‘ '
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Second, Nor does its rarity, nor its beauty, nor the plea~
sure, ever so pure, intense or permanent, that may be af-
forded by it, nor even its necessity for existence, consti-
“tute it an object of wealth. ‘

Third, Nor, of course, does its utility, or its subserviency
to any or all of the above, or to any other, uses, consti-
tute it an object of wealth, . .

Fourth, Labor alone, added to the desire for:physical things,
constitutes them objects of wealth, -~ ="

There are also two circumstances to be noticed, which when

combined exclude physical things, though objects of desire,

" from having labor bestowed upon them so as.to be constituted

articles of wealth, viz. . .

FiSSt” The exhaustless supply of some physical objects of

esire. :

Second, Their existence in a state fit for use.

Such are the light of the sun, the air, sometimes water,
atmospheric heat, &c. ,

Having a clear idea of what wealth is; we shall be able to
understand each other when we speak of its distribution, Let
us.proceed then to our next section..

SECTION 2.

Te olbject to be aimed at in the distribution of. hwealtlz,’ as in its
production by labor; ‘is to conffer-thereby the greatest possible
quantity of happiness (i. e. of PLEASURES;. whether of the

senses, or of a moral or intellectual nature) on the society
producing it. P

OuRr ‘organization has made us sentient beings,. that is to say, -
capable of experiencing pleasure and pain from various
sources.. Happiness. denotes' that continued state of well~
being which is compounded of the different items.of pleasur=
able feeling, ‘experienced during a considerable space of

time..  Pleasures -are the component parts; of which happi-

ness.is the aggregate, or the result. There: is no space: here

for making an estimate of the different species: of pleasures.

which. compose ‘happiness. The only rational motive to ex-

ertion of ‘any sort, whether to acquire: wealth: or for any-

other purpose, is to increase: the: means: of happiness, or to:

remove  or lessen  causes: of - annoyance; immediate. or in:
c
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rospect. To add tohappiness therefore, wealth is produced.
ff nature produced spontaneously an abundance of food and

all other comforts for the use of man, as she does of air for
his respiration, no effort would be made to produce or appro-~
priate them, no- distribution would be thought of: every one
would take and consume as his wants demanded. ‘With the
sole view of adding to happiness, wealth, which nature does
not give,. is produced by labor: and the greater the happi-
ness produced, the more satisfactory must be the effort. If
we are delighted with one portion of happiness as arising from
our wealth—be it enjoyed by whom it may—iwve must be more
delighted with two portions, and with three still more than
with two; and so on with any increase, to any extent

-of the number of portions. And as wealth can only be

produced with a view to being made the means of comfort or
enjoyment by-its use or consumption, and as it must be dis-
tributed in order to be consumed, that distribution must. be
the best which gives the greatest number of portions of en-
joyment, which gives the greatest possible quantity of happi-
ness to those, the society or community, that produce it.
The community producing the wealth will not send the fruits
of their labor to add to the happiness of a neighbouring com-
munity, because that community possesses equal facilities for
the production, because there is no reason fo suppose. @
greater capacity for happiness amongst other communities, and
because such gratuitous supply would annihilate the motives to_

production in the idle community receiving, as well as in the

giving, unrequited, community.

> The organization of man is so constituted as to enable him
to enjoy an extent of happiness indefinitely greater than that .
of such &n animal as an oyster or any number of oysters, or
perhaps even of any number of horses : therefore is his com~
fort to be preferred indefinitely to the comfort of such inferior
‘animals, whenever their happiness is incompatible with his.
Between the capability of happiness of man and those animals
that are unprovided with one or more of the five senses, as
the oyster, the distance is immeasurable. Between man.and
the most perfect of other animals, as the ape, the distance is
perhaps as great as between the ape and the oyster, or per-
haps greater. This isto be attributed to the superior. organi-
zation of man’s extremities, his organs of voice, and: parti-
cularly his brain, the organ of thought or feeling. From the
development of this latter, ‘comes foresights by which he
gﬂides his future conduct by inferences from the past, and is

iable to the pleasures of memory and anticipation. -In this,
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species of intellectual and moral pleasures, those of cia~
tion included, stands the pre~emir}1)ence of ;nan ;5 the aiségil;:-'
tions or pther intellectual capacities, and thence the capadities
for happiness, of even the most intellectual of other animals
being ekxtremely faint, hardly equalling that of a child of a
year old. If now any one human being could demonstrate
that his organization so excelled that of his fellow men as to -
enable him to experience indefinitely greater happiness than
the rest of his species, bis claim, like that of man above the
oyster, pught to be allowed,. and wealth and all other mieans.
of happiness ought to be applied to him; as by such applica-
tion they would- be the most productive. Even such a state
of things would not violate our present rule. The greatest
quantity - of happiness, wherever it may be' found to alight
mli?t»be }Iurilued. . ’
f, on looking round into seciety, we find the actual distri-
bution - very different fiom what %e could expect fr%)r(rillsglle
principle of so distributing as to produce the greatest possible *
sum of happiness, it is quite another question to inquire how,
under such circumstances, the happiest distribution could b("a
brought about. We are ‘now investigating first: principles
unshackled by any fortuitous combination in any community ’
Time was when this proposition, which some may now pezr-
haps deem too-trivial to be used as a basis of moral reasoning
too plain and- too universally admitted to.need illustration,
would not have been endured. In days of ignorance the prini
ciple, both-aeted on and avowed, was, ¢ We are possessed of
ic{he means of gratifying our appetites and passions, and ‘will
eep what we have: we have the power of adding indefinitel
to these means, and will use thatpower to make the happi- -
ness of others subservient to ours. - 'Wé know of no reatgst
happiness but  the greatest happiness to ourselves.” To this
selfishness, thiis short-sighted selfishness, ‘the reply was ob-
wous,—“If_yol.lr. happiness be all to you, the happiness of
every ‘other individual is all to him, and so of any. numbet of
in(l.lvlduals.: but to a- third person, say a calm redsoner or
ehgl,slator‘,_ it would be unimportant whether A. or B. enjoyed
the happiness; his object would bé to produce the greatest’
1guan.tlty by whomsoever enjoyed.” The only reason that can
: ];e given for the production of wealth at all, is, that it adds to
dz’eﬁ{rl:ear; of happiness: the only reason that it should be
stributed in one way more than another, is, that it tends
Tore to produce, to add to the stock of happiness, the object of
I'JI‘Shpwlt)i.uctllon2 by one mode of distribution than by another.
hels object being happiness, the greater quantity of happiness
eld in view and attainable, the more completely is that ob-
- e k




20 Natural Laws of Distribution. . [CHaP. I

ject accomplished, and the greater, of course, the efforts to
produce it. What possible reason can be given that a smaller
quantity of happiness, enjoyed by whom it may, should be pre-
ferred to a larger quantity of happiness? The state of things
here supposed, is previous to distribution, whether of things
supplied by nature or by labor, before any one has expended
any labor, or acquired any property. Wheat reason under such
¢circumstances could any one give, that his avowedly smaller
happiness should be preferred m the distribution to larger por-
tions of happiness of one or more of those around him? Ifit
could be proved that more happiness on the whole would ac-
crue to society by centring the whole sum of wealth in many
or a few individuals, such should be the distribution of
wealth, in full accordance with this first principle. It as-
sumes nothing as to the sort or numbers of persons to whom
the distribution is to be made; but merely puts those to the
proof, who assert that the greatest sum of happiness would

be produced to society by distributing its enjoyment to them .

rather than to others. Consistently with this principle, -if
the slavery of nine out of ten and the superlative happiness of
the tenth increased the sum total of happiness, #hat distribu-
tion, of slavery, should be pursued. ~All: that is asked by
this first principle, is, that the greatest quantity of agreeable
sensations, both in intensity and duration, should be the ob-
ject aimed at in. the distribution of wealth. . To deny it,
would be to affirm that pain is to be preferred. to. pleasure,
that no sensations are preferable to agreeable ones, that not
feeling, which is tantamount to non-existence, is to_be pre-
ferred to feeling or existence. Unfortunately, in older times
there. were few -calm observers; all were influenced by the
state of things and prejudices in which they had been brought
up; and from the immediate necessities of life, every one
pursued his own immediate apparent interest, without think-
ing, or being able to think, of first principles, . Happiness in
the ‘abstract, and the greatest possible quantity of it, being
then our first object, let us proceed to ascertain what mode
of distribution will ensure the most of it. Our next pro-
position is, ' S

‘will operate upon them: and no particular accidents occurrin,
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SECTION s,

« Al members gf society (cases of mal-conformation excepted),
being similarly constituted in their physical organization, are
capable, by similar treatment, of emjoying equal portions of
happiness.”

Wz might modify this proposition, and say merely, ¢ All
sane individuals are capable of equal enjoyment from equal
portions of the objects of wealth ;” this branch of the larger and
more important proposition being all that is necessary for our
inquiry, which is limited to happiness as affected by wealth
alone, The larger proposition, however, I hold to be demon- -
strably true in a comprehensive anid legislative sense: that is
to say, the apparént deductions to be made froin it can no way
affect comprehensive reasonings of education or legislation.

. It is not here meant to enter into any argument with some fol-

lowers of Dr: Spuizhéim, who would inaintain, not only the
local spot of existence of certain portions of the brain produ-
cing, when excited by their appropriaté stimulus, certain men-
tal feelings; who maintain, not only the capability of these
portions-of the brain to produce; when developed by circum-
stances; certain feelings leading to particular actions; but who
maintain also the inflexibility of these organs; or of the whole
cerebral mass, and their determinatior; in spite of circum-
stances and education, or in the absence of external exciting
causes, to produce peculiar habits and characters. In cases of
ordinary cerebral organization, as of ordinary visual or audi-
tory structure,  which is that of nine out of ten or ninety:nine
out of & hundred of mankind, it does not appear that any ans.-
tomical or practical probability has been shown that the struc-=
ture on which thought, or particular species of thought, de-
per’nds,‘ is incapable of being modified, altered, or new moulded,
as it were; by education. ~ Nay, the probability of such modi-
fication is almost infinitely stronger when applied to the cere-
bral organization, the organization of feeling or thought, than
when applied to.the organization of the senses. Within a few
months after birth, the senses of man are developed to nearly as
great perfection as they attain through life. Educate them or
not, sounds, odours; colours, flavours, and external contact;
they are eqiial in poi ent; of i 5

ey qiial in point of development; or capacity for use and
enjoyment, to all men. Far different it is with the organization
on which our mental feelings dépend. Neglect #hem; they are
little superior to those of the ape: cultivate them to the extent
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© of what is now known, and they much excel what poets feigned
of the mind or morals of the old immortal gods. Instead, then,
of supposing in the cerebral organization any thing more in~
tractable, or any thing Zess liable to change than in the senses,
the fact is directly the reverse. Instead of a greater tendency
to inequality in the organization on which the feeling of thought
depends; the original inequalities of that organization are more
liable to be recti%ed and improved by education or_circum-
stances, than those of the organization of the senses. But these
general facts admitted,-it will perhaps be said, that ¢ as there
are peculiarities of constitution, called idiosyneracies, tending
to particular vital actions. and appetites, to be operated upon
by particular medicines, so there are peculiar Zastes of the
senses and of the mind, The taste of tobacco, of an onion, is
disgusting to one person, while by another these tastes are ex-
tremely relished : the flavours of different fruits are preferred,
as if by caprice, by different individuals: even the'same indi-
vidual will prefer different tastes at different parts of the day;
tea and bread are insipid at the end of the day to those whose
stomachs have been over-excited by excessive stimuli, particu-
larly of fermented and intoxicating liquors. As to moral feel-
ings, magnanimity and fortitude will more attract one, grati-
tude and pity another. In intellectual pursuits, not only is
one pleased with lighter analogies of the imagination, another
with palpable’ differences, such as can be measured by the
senses, and relate to the matter-of-fact detail of life; but one
refers the dramatic representation of the very same scenes or
eelings, which another will prefer to'see exemplified in an
heroic poem or a romance.” " All these things are true, but.do
not weaken our general position; for, not to mention that many

of these peculiarities, -particularly the moral and intellectual, .

are clearly the result of circumstances or education, yet are
these inequalities so trifling as not to affect, on the whole, the
aggregate of pleasures of any particular sense, not to say the
agrﬁregate of all the pleasures of sense of any. individual, and
still less the aggregate of all his pleasures sensual, intellectual,
and moral. But were even this the case—which it clearly is
not—were the capacity for the aggregate sum of pleasures
lessened by these peculiarities; what mode, what measure,
have we to ascertain where or by wkom this superior ag(%regate
of pleasures, arising from such peculiarities, is enjoye ?

To us therefore such inequalities of capabilities of enjoyment
do not exist, because they are by us inappreciable: they cannot
enter into our moral and political calculations; for they can
no more than the galvanic fluid be seized and measured.” We
have no means of weighing or measuring them, even if their

!
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existence, and the inequality of their effects as to happiness,
were as demonstrable as the light of the mid-day sun. The
‘fact of their inequality is one thing, the possibility of measur-
ing the degrees of this inequality, so as to make them serve as
the basis of distribution, is another. ’Tis in vain that we say
that différent degrees of susceptibility to happiness exist, if we
cannot demonstrate where they are, and in what proportions:
without this they can be of no practical use. But, let us ad-
wvarice another step in the argument. Suppose that these ca~
pabilities, or susceptibilities, of enjoyment were, in the sum
total of pleasures, different in different individuals, suppose '
moreover that we had discovered a mode of measuring them;
another difficulty, of a practical nature and insurmountable,
occurs. Who are to be the measurers of these susceptibilities ? .
the rich or the poor, the young or the old, the studious or the
illiterate? Are we to institute a court, and to impanel a jury,
in the case of every individual: or, if this be too troublesome,
are we- to use ajudge without jury, and label every man’s
neck, to say nothing of the women, with tickets of suscepti-
bility of one to one hundred, supposing these numbers to com-
prise the extreme lengths of the chain? . Behold.! no sooner
are our labels attached, no sooner is this delicate operation
performed of valuing susceptibilities, than changes begin to
take place, and the most accurate valuation becomes deranged.
Accidents, diseases, the progress of .years, mental ‘or moral
improvement or deterioration, all these causes are in unceasin
activity; so that the table of susceptibilities of one year mﬁ
be.quite inapplicable the succeeding year, or perhaps the suc-
ceeding month. We must dismiss then, as altogether un-
worthy of consideration, the notion of influencing -the distri-
bution of wealth by speculations as to the capacities for- en-
joyment of different individuals. - Whether, under similar
treatment, with. like incidents and diseases, similar moreZ or
mental qualities would be developed, is not now the question:

. ’tis merely whether similar treatment, operating on healthy

organization, will produce equal capabilities as to the aggre-
gate of enjoyment, though it will also perhaps be found that in
‘99 cases out of 100 similar treatment will produce similar in-
tellectual and moral qualities also. As to our immediate sub-
Ject indeed, the distribution of wealth, even so much is not re-
quired. Tis not the susceptibility to every species of enjoy-
ment which is demanded for' our main argument, but simply
to those particular enjoyments arising from the use of the ob-
jects of wealth, That “all sane members of sociéty, similarly
trea’ged, are capable of similar degrees of enjoyment from equal
portions of wealth,” will now I-trust be admitted, though the -




24 Nutural Laws of Distribution. [Cuar. T

larger proposition as to an equal capacity for all species of en-
joyment—which appears to be equally incontrovertible—
-should be denied; always keeping in mind the impossibility of
-acting on these inequalities, even if they were proved to exist.
In the application of punishment, indeed, the susceptibilities
to pain may usefully be taken into account in order to render
those punishments egual, opportunity being afforded in such
cases of inquiring into individual circumstances. .
Let it be always recollected that our reasonings apply to the
capabilities of all human beings as formed by nature, and mo-
dified by external circumstances. If an actual state of degrada-
tion of a great portion of any community, and a consequent in-
capacity of physical enjoyment, could be exhibited, it would
not weaken our argument, until it could be shown that the
portion of the community so degraded, had been subjected to

similar treatment with the more?'ortunate members of the same”

community. But such an extreme case does not exist, except
perhaps amongst the slaves and slave-drivers of the West In-
dies, and in some of the so-called free states of the American
Union. And have these slaves and their drivers been sub-
jected to the same treatment ? Passing by the circumstance of
their being of different complexion and: race, who knows not
that the treatment of the black and the white, from their earliest
infancy, and through every sta.rTgle of their existence, has been
diametrically the reverse of each other? And after all it may
be doubted, which of them, the slaves or the masters, from the
opposite and balancing vices of their respective situations, are
capable of the most enjoyment, through the means afforded by
wealth. Nothing is more certain than that a given portion of
wealth, . particularly a small portion of wealth, would produce
incalculably more gappiness to the slave, alive to every iinused
pleasure, t\Ynan to the master, over-excited and satiated with
these same pleasures. :

SECTION 4. = ,

The happiness of the greater number is to be preferred fo the
Rappiness of the lesser number; otherwise the object in view,
the production of the greatest possible quantity of happiness,

* woutd e sacrificed. _ '

Tais proposition necessarily follows the precedinfg.; for if all
sane persons are, by similar treatment, capable of equal por-
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tions-of enjoyment; to say, that the happiness of two ‘.of these
equals is to be preferred to one, is no more’ than saying that
two or any other riumber are more than one. Happiness being
the object, the sum total would be lessened by the abstraction
of any portion of it. Why then the necessity of stating a self~
evident proposition? Because, thouig]h sometimes admitted in
theory as to smaller associations, it has been most ﬂagljantly
and lamentably neglected in practice, not only as applied to
society at large, but even in its application to these minor as-
sociations. To enumerate the practices that prevail in violation

“of this principle, would be to enumerate almost every case of

privilege and exemption. "It must be observed aga.in, that
though this, like the other propositions, is expressed in gene-
ral terms as applicable to every species of happiness, to happi-
ness derived from all other sources as well as from wealth, be-
cause they are thought to be universally true; yet is our ge-
neral argument concerned with no more than this, that kat
portion of the happiness of the greater number, which is de-
Tived from wealth, is to be preferred to that portion of the hap-
piness of the smaller number which is derived from the same
source. The direct operation of wealth is chiefly to afford the
means of more extensive pleasures of the serises: it is only in-
directly that it operates to increase our moral and intellectual
pleasures; and when unequally distributed, and in very lar%e
masses, it tends, as will be proved, to eradicate almost entirely
these higher moral and intellectual pleasures.

There can be therefore no possible reason why the happiness
of a smaller number of individuals should be preferred to that
of a greater number. How are we to find out who this favoured
smaller number shall be ? the already rick? This circumstance
might be a very good argument in leading us to direct our at-
tention to those not yet provided with the objects of wealth or
happiness ; but it is surely the worst of all possible reasons wh;
we should do again what was already done, (supply the rich WitK
the means of more happiness or more wealth,) and neglect that
which is undone, supplying those who are unsupplied, and who
want those means. Of all the perversities of human selfishness
distorting human reason, there is perhaps no where to be found
more lamentable absurdity than is too often exhibited under
this head ; confounding the pursuit of security of wealth ob-
tained by labor or voluntary transfer, with an interminable ef-
fort to add to the heap by usurpations on the right of the poor
to free labor and free exchange of the products of labor.. If
this smaller favored number are not to be the already rick;
who .are they to be? The individuals, virtuous or vicious,
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'happy or miserable, actually in possession of the collective
power of the society ? If we do not name them, will they,

‘having the power, convert it to any other distribution of '

wealth amongst any other favored number of individuals,
‘the literati, the moral, or the religious? The very thought,

the very statement of the question, seemsabsurd. If they are -

not convinced to use their power, as far as it can or ought to
influence the distribution of wealth in preferring the happiness

_of the greater to the smaller number, if any exception be al-

lowed to this rule, they will naturally make the exception in
“their own favor; for we are all the best, the most worthy of
happiness, in our own eyes. The alternative is therefore evi-
dent and pressing. Either the general principle of impartial
justice set forth in our proposition, must be adopted, or philo-
‘sophy must sanction the law of brute force, the empire of the
strongest: for to what number of individuals less than the
‘majority shall we leave the decision as to those to be elected
into the favored few, for whose particular enjoyment the dis-
tribution of wealth is to be fashioned? If we leave it to the
majority, they will naturally determine in favor of their own
happiness, and thus establish our principle. But we shall find
as we proceed, that whatever really useful advantages the fa-
vorers of any smaller number may expect from their’ system
of direct favoritism; these advantages will be attained in a
more ‘easy and effectnal manner by adhering to our rule of
universal justice, withiout producingany of the ill consequences,

"zelfishness, jealousies, murmurs, arising from their arbitrary

preferences. Weshall find that in every thing the unrestrain-
ed tendencies of things, aided by knowledge, will produce
more of happiness, than any artificial arrangements. - :
But should not the happiness of the intelligent and the
‘moral, some will still perhaps weakly ask, be preferred, in the
distribution of wealth, to the happiness of the ignorant and
vicious? " First, it was dissimilarity of treatment alone- that
made the one enlightened and the other ignorant, the one
moral and the other vicious. None so ready to proclaim this
truth as the intelligent and the moral. ~Ask them from what
sources their happiness is derived: ask them how much of it
proceeds directly from mere wealth, and you will be astonished
at the scintiness of the proportion of their enjoyments arising
from that source, beyond the supply of the average comforts
of life. 'Will #hey wish, will they demand that the physical
enjoyments of others should be deliberately sacrificed to
theirs? that the distribution of wealth should be directed out

‘of its natural chanmel of free lahor and voluntary exchanges,
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to favor them ? - Will ¢hey desire by any artificial regulations,
to obtain the fruit of other men’s labor without their consent,
and for which there is no equivalent given ? '

Far from the intelligent, far from the moral, would be such
a wish: if they want to obtain additional wealth, an additional
supply of those means of happiness which wealth bestows,
they will desire no more than that free competition, which
the rest of the community do, or ought to, possess. If they
want wealth and have no moral or intellectual equivalent to
offer, they will devote themselves to industry; instead.of wish-
ing by fraud or rapine, open or disguised, to appropriate the
products of other men’s labor without their consent. The
happiness of the wise and good could not be promoted by
such means; they require the forced sacrifice of no man’s hap-
piness, of the happiness of no portion of their fellow-creatures,
to promote theirs. Such injustice would but mar their hap-
piness - instead of increasing it. To the slave-driver they
would resign the sweets extorted from the unrequited labor
of the slave. 'The more abundant their sources of happiness
independent of wealth, the more unjust would they feel it to
be to wring from those who have no other sources of enjoy=~
ment, a portion of that -scanty source which is left to them.
They respect the happiness of all other men equally with their
own.  But suppose the case were the reverse; suppose that
the wise and moral did, in this unwise:and immoral way, re-
quire the sacrifice of the happiness of others, of the ‘greater
number, to theirs, how shcul(i3 we find out who were the moral
and the wise? By the forming of such wishes? ' Who would
not then put in his claim for morality and wisdom? - Every
individual would assert his exclusive claim.’ . To avoid this'
confitsion, we give—to whom P—the power of deciding who are
to be the favored. virtuous and wise. ‘' If to those In power,
whose legislative measures regulate the distribution of wealth,
will they prefer the interest of the wise and good to their own
exclusive interest? = Or will they not find out at once that they
are the wise and good; that to'themselves and their friends,
asthe wisest and the best, the preference should be given ; if
the happiness of a smaller is to be preferred to the happiness
of a larger number ? ‘ ‘

Let us turn to which side we may, it will be impossible to
find any rational ground for preferring the happiness. of the
smaller number as derived from wealth, or ind}:eed from any
other source, to the happiness of the larger number. Ifwe
took any side on this question of preference and exclusion, it
would be that directly opposed to those notions which have
been generally entertaine(f and acted upon. Were there ten -
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persons, wise, rich, powerful, and nine unenlightened, poor,

and unprotected, making nineteen in the whole ; and were the
question asked in whose favor should the distribution of wealth
be turned, in ‘order to produce the greatest quantity of happi-
ness on the whole ?—should the tendency of wealth and its
enjoyments be rather directed to the greater or the smaller
number, to the ten or the nine? we should—were we forced
to be unjust to on¢ of the parties—prefer the injustice to
the most destitute, though the fewest in number, and would
rather direct wealth by artificial means to those whose wants
were the most pressing, and who were debarred from other
sources of enjoyment. If any argument for preferring the
happiness of the smaller to the larger number could be listened
to, it would be evidently in favor of those who are in the most
need ; therefore even of the minority—if in the most need.

This is however an impossible case: the minority of society
are never in the most need : the most destitute are also the
majority. They have therefore the double title, in all commu-
nities; of being the most in number, and the most in need,
the most destitute of those means of happiness which wealth
affords. The happiriess of the greatest number must there-
fore be always kept in view by the moralist and legislator,
without any regard to morals, manners, intellectual or othér

dlities. In fact, our argument does not incumber itself with
the supposition of the actual existence of any inequalities of
character or circumstances. We take mankind as actually
constituted by nature, and as capable by similar treatment of
being fashioned by circumstances; and under these data, we
ask what is best to be done in the way of the distribution of
wealth? A futare stage in the inquiry will lead us to an in-
vestigation of the best mode of introducing our natural ar-
rangement into a society laboring under ‘the evils of forced
and artificial arrangements for distributing wealth. '

- The happiness of the greater number is therefore to be pre-
ferred to the happiness of the lesser number, in whatever ar-
rangements may be made respecting the distribution of wealth.
‘We may now pass on to the next our fifth proposition ; which
endeavours to show that, ' ‘

Sger. 5. Sufficient Motive must be given to Labor, . 29

SECTION s.
Those means of enjoyment or. happiness which come under the
name of wealth, being produced by the application of labor
and knowledge to the materials afforded by nature ; sufficient
stimulus in the way of motive must be afforded to put the ne-
cessary labor guided by knowledge into motion to produce this
wealth. :

For every voluntary human exertion, an adequate m?tive
must be afforded ; and the longer continued and more painful
the exertion, the more remote, the slighter, and more doubt-
ful, the advantage to be derived from the exertion, the more
powerful must be the motive to produce the effect required.
Man in his first wild uncivilized state, like the other animals
surrounding him, is urged to exertion, almost exclusively by
the feelings of hunger, and the desire of enjoying the pleasures
of taste.  Were it not for the immediate and painful feeling of
hunger and the. pleasure obtained by gratifying it, it is very
doubtful whether the remote, advantage of preserving life
would be sufficiently -appreciated by the rude human animal
to rouse him to the exertion of keeping his stomach supplied
with a sufficient quantity of food to preserve life. Certain]
no other species of animals would preserve their existence, if
depending on such distant motive to urge them to the activity
requisite for its support. How should it be otherwise ? What
is life good for to these animals but for the pleasures of eating
and drinking attendant upon it? The pleasure of sexual in-
tercourse is only occasional ; the pleasures of the eye, the ear,
the smell, the touch, abstracted from their connexion and as-
sociation with the pleasures of eating and drinking, are feeble
and little enjoyed by them, and by no means capable of stimu-
lating, by, their immediate pressure, to any continued line of
action, such as the regular acquisition of food. As.to the mo-
tive presented by foresight, and operating in the shape of ap-.
prehension. of the loss of these gentle pﬁaSures, it does not
appear that any animal but man is capable of regulating his.
conduct by suci: distant-and extensive views. If some animals
lay up food for half the year, they are urged to such exertions
by the desire of continuing the pleasures of eating and drink-
ing alone, not from any abstract wish of preserving their ex-.
istence or with the view of enjoying. more delicate pleasures:
some think that the: inferior animals act without even this mo-.
tive, without any motive, by instinct, as mere machines. In .
man’s rudest state, he so far resembles inferior animals, that
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the acquisition of food to avoid the pain of want and procure
the pleasures of taste and feeling, is the paramount object of
his existence, forms the ruling motive of his conduct. Satisfied
at first, like other animals, with seizing what nature throws in
his way, of vegetable or animal nutriment, he never learns till
these fail him, to domesticate, to confine, and rear, wild ani-
mals, or to imitate the processes of nature in sowing a kernel
or seed with a view of reaping the grain or gathering the fruit
to be produced by them. He is urged in all things by the
pressure of want, or by the apprehension of future want, less
frequently by the desire of pleasure. It is on the most saga-
cious only, that apprehensions for the future arising from ex-
perience of the past, will strongly operate: but the most saga-
cious will probably be the best able to supply their wants as
they arise, and be independent of the necessity of providing
for the future, from the frequent union of strength with saga-
city. It is not then probable that the most strong, or those
best able to protect the products of industry, will be the most
provident, will be most inclined to lay up stores for future
consumption. ~ Were those who began to cultivate the earth,
or in any other way to provide for future wants, universally
the most capable of protecting the fruits the produce of their
labor, they might be led 1o persevere in their exertions, par-
ticularly if they were able to exchange any superfluity of the
products of their foresight for any other objects of desire.
But here is the great obstacle to the development of exertion
amongst mankind, not only in its earlier stages, but through
all its subsequent struggles; the want of ¢ security.” No
sooner has the provident matured and brought forward in a
state for use, for consumption, the articles of food—those
being always the first objects of human foresight and industry
—than they are exposed to the attacks of all around, urged
by superior strength or the urgent calls of appetite. The first
obstacles to the progress of industry in the acquisition of wealth
are, want of adequate motives to-conguer the love of ease, want
of foresight, want of apprehension, want of knowledge to de-
vise the means of producing or increasing the quantity of -the
articles required. © When these difficulties are surmounted,
when knowledge has been acquired, when motives sufficiently
urgent have been developed by circumstances; there remains
still a condition without which all knowledge to produce, all
desire of producing, must remain eternally barren and unpro-
ductive of effectual exertion—the want of security, Without
it, exertion, continued exertion, is impossible. Even with its
most assured aid, it is often almost impossible to conquer the
indolence of savage man. ~ Frequent efforts have been made
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in North America by individuals and governments, on a con-
fined and on an extensive scale, on whole tribes and on a few
selected from the mass of uncivilized men, to induce them to
change their habits of indolence for industrious habits; but
almost uniformly without success. Not only has perfect se-
curity been’afforded them by the aid of protection, superior
to their own, from external violence; not only has the whole
of the prodiice of their labor been afforded to them, but im-
plements and facilities of exertion have been gratuitously
supplied, so as to enable them to reap much more than the
fruits of their industry in'the production of artieles of comfort
and convenience. Here knowledge is supplied without the in-
tellectual labor of reasoning and invention, to uncivilized man;
here motives are assiduous%y,sought after and presented. to his
mind ; here an addition is‘made to the natural produets of his
industrious exertions, and full security is afforded for .the
peaceful enjoyment of them. Yet has it been found an infi-
nitely quicker and more advantageous process to people
whole provinces, and tracts of the magnitude to nourish na-
tions, by increase from the neighbouring mass of civilization,
than “to persevere in the hopeless effort of inducing man

‘brought up in the state of wildness and idleness, to turn to

habits of industry.. Whether it is possible by other means of
persuasion and new combinations ‘of industrious exertion to
overcome these difficulties, is a question which it is not ne-
cessary here to diseuss *, -

1t must be observed however, that as it is the impulse of
want, of necessity, backed and supported by the desire of
pleasurable sensations from the supply of food, which prompts
the exertions of the savage, in his wild state, even to support
his existence ;. so-is it the same impulse of want, of necessity;
aided by habits acquired in early life, which prompts the exer-
tions of the productive laborers of civilized communities. . The
savage must hunt for his animal or vegetable repast, or starve ;
the civilized laborer must ply his ‘tools, and pursue his in-
dustry, or he must starve-also.. If the uncivilized man is
asked to adopt the slow-producing labors of civilization, he
has always an alternative, the old hazardous chase, or the new
persevering and slowly but certainly-rewarded toil. - But to the
_c1v1'1iged laborer, no such - alternative is presented. . To him -
no Wllds. of nature are open to allure him to liberty and risk,
to exertion and repose. He must. persevere in industry,-or

_ * See Mr. Hunter’s interesting memoirs of his captivity from childhood
fo nineteen, amongst the North American Indians, Mr. H,, it is said, is
about to try an experiment of civilization amdngst his Indian friends'on the
banks of the Mississippi. - . o L
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perish ; necessity compels him to labor in order to live. An-
nihilate the neighbouring woodlands or immeasured plains of
the savage, and he too, like the civilized laborer, must work or
starve. But, from want of acquired habits of industry, his
exertions will be grudged, and will be limited to the rudest
supply of physical wants, Knowledge, motives to labor from
seeing the good effects it. produces around him, secure enjoy-
ment of what his labor produces, all these favorable circum-
stances are insufficient to make the savage industrious. Yet
the civilized man is industrious under apparently similar cir-
cumstances ; similar certainly as far as mere wealth is con-~
cerned. 'We must look then beyond mere wealth into the in-
tellectnal constitution of man. In what do these two supposed
sets of laborers, the civilized and uncivilized, now differ? - In
the different Aabits which each of them has acquired in early
life. The wants and circumstances of the savage, have im-
pressed upon him the habit of occasional violent exertion, of
long rest, of freedom from restraint, and have in a great mea-
sure absolved him from the necessity of so regulating his con-
duet as to avoid the ill-will and ill-offices of those around him :
with social morality, springing out of the relations of men to
and dependencies upon each other, he is little acquainted.
Circumstances of a very different nature surrounding from
his birth the civilized man, he acquires the habit of gentle and
continued labor,.of short repose, of skill in handling certain
tools, of using and therefore wanting certain small gratifica-
tions, and of shaping hisconduct to the restraints of established
laws; established customs, or established force, and consulting
the passions and interests of those around him, Such being
the difference of character, of inclination, of the .two. indivi-.
duals or classes of men, the savage and the civilized, when
both are newly-placed, as we have described, under exactly
similar external circumstances; let us further inquire how
these different habits have been generated, and how they must
be altered or amended. Habits are generated by false or true
associations, by false or true views of interest. . Habit is the
constant repetition of the same act or series of actions; but for
doing the first act or- for repeating it there must be some
reason,’ some inducement, some motive, dread. of pain or de-
sire of pleasure. In savage life the motive to exertion is ur-
gent, is direct, the immediate necessity by direct means of
appropriating food from the common storehouse of nature.
. The call is seldom made, but when made cannot be resisted.
Hunger and thirst provided for, the call for labor-ceases, and
indolence rejgns. There is no reason to fear but that the
habit of yielding to. this enérgetic call will always remain. in
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full force in the mind of the savage. The reason of the habit
is true, energetic, and always present. Having been accusa
tomed to obey such obvious and direct motives alone, he will
not yield to such asare less energetic. He feels not the want,
because he has never enjoyed the pleasure, of the objects
which superfluous toil is to produce: he therefore despises the
want, and the labor employed to produce it. The drilling,
the habit of the civilized man, of the productive laborer of
civilized life, will lead %im to be operated upon by motives
more distant than those necessary to impel the savage to
action. But has the habit of persevering industry ever been
taught, can it ever be taught on a national and general &cale
with any ener%y or success, if those who teach the habit, who
set the example, do ot themselves feel the benefit of the ha-
bits, which they diffise? *Tis vain to say that they too, the
: teachers, may have been brought up mechanically to the
0 habit without further motive assigned than the dread of
S authority. While childhood or even youth and authority
last, such motives may operate ; but they will but feebly survive
the withdrawing at maturity of this forced and unsatisfactory
stimulus. Habit will not supersede the necessity of adequate
stimulus, in the shape-of rational motive to exertion in the
production of wealth. It will merely facilitate, it will clear
the way, ‘it will open a theatre for the exhibition and deve-
lopment of motives, which without the acquired habit of in~
dustry would produce no effect whatever. Industrious habits
render men accessible to the motives for production. With-
out:these habits of activity, without the ‘previous conquering
of the love of indolence, men-are not accessible to any motives
but those of immediate want. The habit of exertion therefore,
however developed, whether mechanically, rationally, or from
a union of both reason and authority, will produce nothin,
without motive: it resembles the magnificent Jamp, provide
with burners overflowing with oil, and aided by surrounding
polished and reflecting surfaces: without a constant supply of
vital air, it gives neither light nor heat, nor is the beauty of
its construction visible. l\fotives of interest are the vital air
to those whose industrious habits are formed: a constant sup-
p}‘y of these is eternally necessary to keep up the production
o yvealth, to diffuse its vivifying effects through society. A
review of the state or progress of all nations, whether in-
dustrious or indolent; will prove that industry has every where
prevailed exactly in proportion to the motives held out in-the
orm of rewards of industry, enjoying the product of its labor.
It would not be necessary to dwell so much on these simple
truths, were it not that, from the habit which almost all of us
. : D ’ .
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" have acquired of surveying the immense machinery of pro-

duction, constantly in motion, we are apt to think that there is
some. internal sufficient cause for its eternal continuance, like
the eternal revolutions of the planets; and never inquire for
those all-pervading agents, the rational motives, that support

these voluntary actions in_never-ending. exertion. By neg-
lecting these, and by looking on production as a mechanical

effect, instead of being the result of the voluntary action of in-

telligent agents, the springs of industry have been undermined,
and habits of happy exertion have been palsied and anni-
hilated. © Labor conquers all things, but without gain in-
dustry languishes”—is destroyed. . S
In many parts of the world at this moment, and in
almost every country at.some period of its history, an . éxpe-
dient has béen adopted of setting the wheel of industry in mo-
tion, without the aid of any voluntary motives. Force has
been substituted for voluntary motive, and the dread of pain,
compilsioni, have been made to produce the stunted imitations
of healthfiil voluntary exertion. In an economical point .of
view, this labor has been proved to be the most _expensive.
In 2 moral point of view, it abstracts from the mass of human
happiness.. If there be any trath in the principles here laid
down, no proof of the comparative cheapness of production by
compulsory labor; no proof of the impossibility of procurin,
any desired portion of wealth without such labor, would suf-
fice for a .moment to justify its introduction or continuance.
The.simple question of justice to be. asked is—¢ Is the sum
total of human happiness, including that of the slaves as well
as of their masters, lessened or increased by substituting.com-
pulsory for voluntary labor?” = To ask such a question is ab-
surd, because, if compulsory labor produced more happiness,
there would be no need of using corapulsjon, it would become
voluntary.. Wherever slavery is. established; however, the
greater number are the slaves; forwere it otherwise, the forced
Tabor of. a wretched minority could hardly raise the necessary.
supplies to keep an idle majority in existence ; not to speak of
affording. them comforts. . Be the slaves. the majority: or the
minority, the sum total of happiness is diminished, were it
even by the existence of a single slave; his ‘happiness is dimi-
nished, and that.of the rest of the society is not inecreased, but
eankered by the example of permitted injustice. T
All motives . arising -from terrer.being then excluded, and
man being to be operated upon as-a voluntary agent, sufficient
stimulus must be applied in the shape of voluntary motive, to
induce him. to ‘continue the exercise of those habits.of industry,
which in civilized life he must more ot less have formed. It
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is evident that in proportion as these motives are of e ive
range and cheering operation, their effect on the .labo’;zini;‘irl?
be proportionably increased, and the produce of his labor and
his own happiness will be augmented.
A distinction, very important but often overlooked, must
be here made. It would be quite superfluous to hunt for mo-
tives to induce men to desire and aim at the appropriation and
enjoyment of the materials of wealth after they are produced.
To appropriate and to erijoy without the labor of producing
s too much the wish of mankind, and requires not a spurbut,ﬂ
a curb. The motives to appropriation and - enjoyment,. the
constitution of man abundantly supplies, without any need of
.external aid or arrangement of any sort ;- the only difficulty is
to supply motives for production.” As soon as these motives
are supplied and production is accomplished, -our work as to
the st:ipp.lylng of motives is done. Nature supplies such ener-
getic desires and efforts for the use of what labor has added to
?ude materials, that the course to be pursued by the legislator
f,lnd philosopher becomes altogether changed, ~He must.take
eed- that the motives. to appropriate, to consume, or accu-
mulate, do not interfere with' those which are ne(:essar for
continued- production, the great and paramount object {o be
almde'd at.. Any mode of distribution unfriendly to continued
and increased production, is like a child gnawing the entrails
of the parent that produced it. . The great object is to suppl
sufficient voluntary motives for -production. * Where is ptgu)«s‘
sufficient stimulus to be found? ~ Our next propositi
dertakes to solve this question. proposition w

[ a—

SECTION VI.

Wy i;e. stzong]est .é{imulus to production (and that which is neces-
pi%z z';)'tz' ze g‘mte% ?r?duztion)‘. that the nature of things will
ity is_‘security’ in the ENTIRE USE of the pr - )
labor, to those who produce them. o the producs of
X‘IE 3;:;13 already seen, that no’extent of knowledge- on the
gw of b gﬁ productive laborers, no profusion’of motives tempt-
g th Wiﬁ) gx;xjuon, not even the acquiisition of industrious
habits, will induice ‘them to persevere in the continued pro-
n of wealth, if they are not by some. m i d,
heibo Vet ot by some. means protected,
of whet e ellrbownhstren‘gth_qr»'by co-operation, ‘in the use -
t th a” or has proiu;:ed. - To continue ‘voluntary



N

86 : Natural Laws of Distribution. [Cuar. L
labor, uncompelled, for the benefit of others, would be a proof

‘of insaniti' ; and has in fact, on a national scale, never oc~
t

curred. is a moral impossibility. In order to continue
yoluntary “production at all—for it may be begun without
reflection or by the way of experiment—the producer must de-
rive the expected benefit from the thing produced. - But this
general principle admitted in words, has been pertinaciously
‘opposed in practice. The constant effort of what has been
called society, -has been to deceive and induce; to terrify and
compel, the productive laborer to work for the smallest possi-
ble portion of the produce of his own labor. The object of

those who instituted and maintained such a state of things,

was altogether different from the simple object which is here
put forward as the only just end of legislation, of morals, or of
the association of men, the production of the greatest possible
quantity of human happiness. Such men, possessing mostly
the wealth and the ruling powers of society, have uniformly
established their subordinate objects as ultimate ends of pur-
suit ;. such as the support and continuance of their order, the
continuance of the system of rule, whatever it might be, which

they had introduced:; the continuance, at all events, and in- -

crense of their own superiority in wealth; power, and happi-
ness. Now, to promote different objects, different means must
be used. It were childish to expect results from a set of mea-
cures favorable to-one object, which were instituted- with a
view to opposite Tesults: except by way of ignorance or acci-
cident, no such consequence can follow.  The only candid way
of reasoning on the first principles of economy and legislation,
is, to avow explicitly our ultimate object. The ultimate object
of political economy has been to increase the absolute mass of
accumulated wealth in society, leaving it to moralists and poli-
ticians to divide the yearly produce and the permanent-accu~

mulation in whatever proportions their mysterious wisdom -
might think fit; satisfied with the achievement of incressing

the wealth (the productive powers of the labor) of the society,
and confident that comfort and happiness must, somehow or
other, or somewhere or other, be the necessary consequence
of inereased and increasing wealth. Therich and the powerful,
with eye intent on the direction of this wealth, when produced
to their own use, were altogether -soothed and pleased with
speculations developing the easiest means of multiplying all
the objects that could minister to their delights; and they
fancied themselves, from their adventitious command over
these means of enjoyment, the dispensers of food, clothing, and
habitation to ‘the productive classes. Enough must be left
with the laborers,” say the rich, ¢ to make them work” All
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beyond this was so much lost to themselves; nay, worse,
tended to make the working classes discontented, insolent.

~ With such ultimate objects in view, the absolute quantity of

wealth to be produced was only a secondary object, and held
no importance, except as ministerial to the most abundant
supply of their own means of enjoyment. It is necessary
then candidly and explicitly to avow, that we hold all: such
objects as the mere production and accumulation of wealth, to
be childish ; all such preferences of the happiness of one class
of human beings over that of another, to be absurd, cruel,
unjust; that no regulation, no institution, ought to stand in
the way of, ought to be one moment substituted for, our prin-
ciple of the greatest happiness; that we accept of no parley; no

compromise with any other interest; that our principle must °

reign uncontrouled, and suffer no divided empire.. The ques-
tion, then, comes simply to this: . . . .
The object being to promote the greatest sum of happi-
ness to the productive classes—for even the increase of weaith,
if it were not accompanied with an increase of happiness,
would cease to be an object of rational desire—will these pro-
ductive classes be more happy (all other circumstances;. cli-
mate, institutions, morals, manners, &c. being equal) in the
use of a part or of the whole of what their labor%'xas produced ?
It will be demonstrated elsewhere, that the happiness of the
majority of the productive classes, ‘instead of being opposed to

" the happiness of the whole community, is intimate?y connected

with- it .that they are necessary to -each others’ well-being;
and that the welfare of the majority includes and necessitates
the happiness of the whole. In truth, the productive classes
must’ always, in every society deserving the name, form an
immense majority of the whole of the commumity. - 'Were the
nature of things otherwise, were these interests of the many
and the fewirreconcileable, our position is still unalterably true.
The less must yield to the greater, if #hey are incompatible with
eack other. If more and hig%xer animal enjoyment be derivable
from a given tract of fruitful country, if peopled by civilized
men, than if peopled by carnivorous animals, the inferior ani-
mals should, with as little suffering to them as possible, be com-
pelled to give way. Even so in a community of civilized men,
if real interests—-which seldom happens—are incompatible, the
lesser must yield, with such compensation, as always to pre-
serve the greatest possible sum of happiness on the whole,

. Well then, the question thus simplified, ““Are the produc-
tive classes, are the laborers likely to produce more and to be

} happier by that portion of security which guaranties to them

the free disposal of the whole of what they produce, or of any

'
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smaller. quantity?” The habit or facility of exertion being
acquired, a specific object is required to sét labor in motion.
Neither rude nor civilized engage in voluntary laborious
éxertion for the mere sake of the pleasure of the exertiony
but for some advantage, some mesns of pleasure beyond, to
be ‘derived from it. 'The greater the advantage, the more
productive the means of pleasure, the more likely is it that
the exertion will ensue; the less the advantage, the less pro-
bable the exertion. The uncivilized can be stimulated with
nothing less than the desire of the immediate gratification of
energetic appetites or passions. The civilized has formed
numercus smaller, gentler wants, which are sufficient to put
his productive powers into motion. Will both of these, the uni-
civilized snd the civilized, lavish the most exertion where they
obtain and enjoy the whole of what that exertion produces?
Suppose a thousand individuals, healthy, willing to work,
with acquired habits of industry in different departments, as-
sociated together for mutual support on the system of mutual
co-operation and economy by all the aids of science, applied
by art touseful purposes.  Suppose them without tools, with-
out a supply of clothes or food, till their labor could be made
productive, ‘withiout land to till, without materials to work
upon, It is evident that these one thousand' individuals
are in many respects in a much more unfavorable situa-
tion “for production ‘than ‘one thousand 'savages associating
amidst the wilds of nature—were such a phenomenon pos-
siblé, even ini the neighbourhood of civilized man—for a simi-
lar purpose. The civilized colony resembles the savage in
being destitute of any supply of clothes, but the immediate
- covering on ‘théir, bodies; ‘they resemble each other in being
destitute of tools§ they resemble eachother in being destitute

of & supply of food, till “their labor"can produce it: but in

other respects the difference is extreme. ~'The savage has all
the materials of ‘nature, unused around him, towork up. Are
thiere thinérals; - plants, or”animals within his reach, affording
the materials fot clothing, food,’ for tools, shelter, ‘or- other
convenienices ? "he ‘has onlyto put ‘out’ his hand -and gather
thém, and transform them by labor into consumable or ex-
chsfigeable wealth, Does he ‘want:land ‘teeming with the
powers of réprodiction” and inviting. his ‘arm to ed-operate
with ‘and ‘direct thesle¥ping energies of nature? He is be-
wildered in ‘the choice of richiland, claiming no-ownér, and
readyto Teward ‘dburidantly with itsfraits and permanent pos-
sessioti the industry that will occupy and give it a'value. How
Gpposite, -in thiese respects, the colony of civilized men, ina

civilized community ! - Against zkem, all the materials to work
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-upon are appropriated by the previous labor, force; or fraud,
OF some of their compatriots, not a piece of stone containing
any iron or any useful metal, not a branch of a tree, nota
skin of any animal, no rude material that can be turned to
any use for food, clothes, or covering, or any purpose sub-
servient to convenience, that is not  already obedient to an
owner. Nature yields the civilized colony nothing in the way
of rude materials. And as to land to work upon, which pre-
sents itself every where to the savage settlers, where shall the
civilized colony find it? - Even the very mountain, bristling

-with rocks and repelling the tools and the toils of cultivation,

is fenced round by the claims of ownership. Not a foot of
land: can the civilized colony procure to work upon without
giving a full equivalent, according to the market value of the
fand.” What equivalent have they to give for the land, any
more than for the materials ? Nothing but their labor, The
1and-itself to work upon, the materials the basis of furniture
and clothing, as well as the tools to work with, “must, ‘as-a
preliminary step, bé purchuased by labor. To counterbalance
tthese two fearful advantages of the savage colony,—unappro-
priated supply of land and rude materials,—what has the ci-

vilized to boast of? = Nothing but the acquired habit of labor,

the skill 'of hand and limb in the operations of agriculture and
manufactures.
Behold then our colony of a thousand, mern, women; and

.children, without stock of clothes or food, seeking for a set-

tlement where every thing for which :any object of desire

‘that can be had in: exchange, as well as land to work upon

and materials to work with, is éagerly appropriated and
guarded. - Behold -them provided with nothing but habits
of industry and skill.- Vg'hat‘ shall we say? Can mere in-
dustry and skill surmount these giant bars to happiness; to

- .existence? How shall we stimulate this helpless colony into

exertion sufficiently energetic to conquer so many obstacles,

-and to raise themselves into the enjoyment of the comforts of

existe?rce? By %fvi‘ng‘them security in the entire use, ‘the
free disposal of whatever their labor can procure,. shall we ac-

.complish this desirable object? -or by giving them eny thing.

less than the entire? Assuredly the ' question is preposterous.
Assuredly the difficulty is, how. without removing some of
these obstacles, -how without some additional encouragement,
toput” the labor of such a colony into ‘productive motion.
The difficulty assuredly is, how without compulsion—the
compulsion of want superseding that of force—to make siich
a colony labor at all, further than necessary to existence; the

prospect of acquired comfort out of the produce of labor be-

ing so remote..
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To accommodate matters to this striving colony, the owner
of the land comes forward and says that ]%e will not insist on
an equivalent in labor for the purchase of his land; but he
will be satisfied with disposing of the yearly use of his land,
getting in return every year so much labor, measured by its
products, so much of the increase of the soil, as may be
deemed an equivalent. The colony then undertakes to give
the produce, every year, of a portion of its labor applied to
the soil; in the way of renz for the use of the soil and its pro-
ductive powers. The owners of the rude materials for ma-
nufactures make a similar claim on the labor of the colony
for the use of the materials with which to work up the cloth-
ing and other comforts. of the colony; the .productive la-
borers yielding a portion of the value of the articles
they make to the suppliers of the materials, which portion
constitutes their profiz. Sometimes even the owner of the
tools to work with, if they be very complicated and costly in
their structure or require permanent fixtures or buildings,
make a similar demand on tﬁe unprovided laborers ; and even
those that possess the food that the laborers must consume
-until the produce of this labor is in a state for consumption or
exchange, demand a profit, a portion of the return of the
labor, for their aid, with repayment of the whole of the food
advanced.

Will any one ask, Why should the laborer be burthened

-with payment of a part of his labor for the entire cost or the

use of the tools, clothes, food, materials, or land, with or

.upon which he works?  'Why not give him the whole absolute

produce .of his labor without any of these deductions? Be-
cause other people who have appropriated this land, these ma-
terials, by labor or voluntary exchanges, who have made
these tools or- clothes, who have co-operated with nature.in
the production of this food, require the same stimulus to con-
tinue their productive industry, require the same ¢ security,”
in the entire use of what their labor has produced, that is de-
manded for the unprovided laborer. "'We must not rob one
producer to encourage another. Security in the entire use
must be administered impartially to all. lgy violating the se-
curity of another, the productive laborer annihilates with his
own hand his own claim to security, not only in the entire
use, but in any use of what his labor hss created. - No ex-
changes but such as are voluntary, no possessions but such as in-
dustry has acquired, -are reconciléable with impartial security.
As to the amount of compensation claimed by capitalists, that
will be considered hereafter. :

Now with all these deductions to be made from the produce
of the labor of the colony; with a deduction every year for
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the yearly use of the land, with a deduction for the use of
the materials of manufacture, with a deduction for the use of
tools and machinery, and with an additional deduction to be
made for the advance of food; will the productive labot of
the colony yield such a surplus as to afford more than suffi-

cient stimuls to set the colony to work for the sake of sucha

remuneration? Even under such terms, the pressure of ex-
treme want—for they must work or starve—it may be said,
will compel them to work. Yes, truly. But is* this the
strongest stimulus, the highest reward that'the nature of
things will permit? Is this giving to productive laborers the
entire use of the whole of the produce of their labor? Can
political economy devise no further expedient, no additional
encouragement to cheer,. to reward, the labors of such men?
In the way of wealth, and.on a scale of such extent as to
produce any thing like national utility, political economy can
‘do no more than this; and this is giving the laborer security
in the entire use of the produce of his labor. L

But, be it always recollected, this is exactly the situation of
every unprovided laborer in every civilized community. . )

Still it will be objected, © May not bounties be given; may
not rewards, honorary or otherwise, be held out; may not
contributions, subscriptions, be raised, to buy for, and pre-
sent to, the colony, the land out of which they mustraise
their food, the materials out of which they must manufacture
their clothes, furniture, or other conveniences, the machinery
-and tools with which they may work, or at all events the sup-
ply of food to keep them alive till they have Srovided‘foqd of
their own? None of these things will be done on a large
scale, because . capitalists will not risk their capital without
being assured of the ordinary profit. And for the payment
-of this profit, not to speak of the risk of their capitals, they
will hardly be satisfied with the guarantee of such a commu-
nity, It 1s evident that voluntary transfers could never be ex~
pected on a large scale. To jforce wealth, obtained by l‘g)ro-
ductive labor and voluntary exchange, from those who have
produced it, in order to encourage others to productive labor
and voluntary exchange, is evidently undoing with the one
hand what the other Is aiming to accomplish. As to boun-
ties or honors, in a case of tremendous exigency like this,
they would not be thought of. They may mésdirect labor:
the question here is to produce it. n
- If the application of force, then, to excite productive labor
must-be discarded ; if no presents of land, materials, food,.or
tools, can be expected; if the mere pressure of absolute want
will produce no cheerful exertion at all, or if such exertion
will relax as soon as such pressure is removed,; if no boun-
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ties *or. honors will avail ; if no other way can be devised for -

making the Iaborer work: with alacrity for less than security in
the entire’ use of ‘the products of his labor; may ‘we not try,
whether the drilling of superstition through the associations of
early education, will not lead him to work as a matter of duty
for less than the entire use, and whether these associations
would not be a more energetic and productive principle of
action? : ‘ : Lo
The whole history of the exertions of human industry has
belied this hope. If superstition could stunt the growth of
the faculties as directed to one subject or one line of thought
or exertion alone; without weakening the faculties themselves;
if mén ‘could be kept children in oz matter, and that the most
important of their lives, without being spiritless, uninventive;
and “unproductive ‘in every other matter; then might:such a
scheme succeed. ' But such is'not ‘the constitution of our na-
ture. Gross deception destroys that curicsity, that elasticity
of mind, which is requisite for vigorous exertion,” ‘And; after
all,” when' it ias made man an unthinking automaton, will it
feed and clothe him? will it supersede the necessity of ‘pre-
senting substantial motives to excite his feeble powers? or
will ‘it only ‘make him stupidly inaccessible to all impulses of
yeason and his own interest? The unfailing effect of such
schemes has been to render men stupid or ferocious, butal-
ways passive, slaves, producing almost nothing for their own
comfort or that of their masters. v
If superstition, or false or pretended knowledge, can give'no
new stimulus, ‘0o stimulus: at all, but is'an absolute drawback
on industry, 7eal knowledge will wonderfully strengthen and
accelerate 1ts efforts, will afford free scope for the operation of
all tutelary motives, will show the benefits of moral habits,
will explore modes of improvement and economy, will appre-
ciate the blessings of just institutions and equal laws, and pro-
duce the full development of human capabilities. Hereafter, un-
deranother hiead, weshall havetoenlargeonthis topic. Enough
t0"say here; ‘that knowledge cen never act as a substitute for
the stimulus-of ‘the entire use of the products of labor. . On
the contrary, it would make -this entire use the first condition
of ‘productive industry ; but, with this condition, it would in-
défiitély increase its powers, SR B
The state of a savage colony of 1,000 laborers has been
compared with that of a colony of an equal. number of civi-
lized ‘men, and their respective peculiarities pointed ‘out.
“There is however a third stage of colonization, such as might
‘dccur-on the rich and now-peopling lands in the western parts
of the United States of North America. * There a greatmany
of the inconveniences of both the savage and the civilized
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" colony’ would be avoided. . One thousand industrious:poor
" men, emerging from the bosom' of ‘civilization -and -settlin,
. theré, woui: - have land frée or nearly so, would find all the
. rudematerials around them unappropriated, and would require
nothing“but & supply of ‘tools, food, and clothing, till they
could make their labor productive. - The tools required for the
and are the least expensive of machinery ; the chase, fish,
- and wild fruits, would assist the supply of food and clothing;
and of ‘thislast the most simple might satisfy, for a time, the
' laborer: - “Such a colony would-have the habits of industry of
the civilized; with the wide command .of nature of the savage.
But even here, ‘what stronger stimulus can be afforded to im=
pel the colony to the greatest”exertion, than security in the
entire use of what their ‘labor produces? In no ‘state of
things ‘can ‘any stronger stimulus'be' devised; nor can any
+ other stimulis be resorted to or even imagined, as capable of
. being used as ‘a substitute for it. ~This 7s the reward which
" the" American settler receives; it is through this stimulus
"+ alone  he has been urged to those creations’which have con-
verted wildernesses, in"a few years, into busy nations. This
has: been ‘the only and' the sufficient stimulus; and this has
been applied to its fullest extent and on its'grandest:scale.” No
stimulus so strong has ever in:any part of the world, on a na-
tional scale, been successfully applied: oo
‘But, in addition to the obstructions'to the development of
industry, which nature or the progress of cultivation throws
in‘the ' way of the savage, or the civilized, man, or ofthe Ame>
rican settler,: there are other obstructions of an appalling na-
ture, ‘4nd to an indefinite extent, which have beenfoolishly,
or wantonl%" or cruelly thrown' in the way of the productive
t Those who neither-supplied him with land, nor ma-
terials, nor-tools, nor food, (however "unreasonable their.de-
mands for the use of such'materials,) have pressed round him
and ‘demanded ‘a share in the ‘produce of his labor. The
entire use—these deductions made—of the produce of his la~
bor hds“not been left. with him': he has been permitted to
enjoy security in the use of nodefinite part of it.- Those who
had ‘no visible or tangible equivalent in the way of the ex-
change of ‘wealth to bestow, have seized ‘on parts of the pro-
duce-‘of his labor, His consent has not been ‘asked to ‘sanc-
tion 'the ‘transfer. No equivalent, by the laborer deemed
satisfactory,” whether of .a physical or intellectual nature, has
beéen afforded him. - We do not ‘ask; for the present, whether
such spoliations, whether such violations.of ‘the principles of
security, are just, whether they mayor may not be supported
by reasons of a higher order and altogether superior to the

SRR
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production of wealth. Our object is now simply to inquire
‘whether such forced deductions, over and above those w. ich
are necessary and voluntary, or which nature imposes, do or
do not tend fo weaken this strongest stimulus to the production
of wealth. As the stimulus to production would be increased '
(all other things, knowledge, moral habits, &c. bein equal)

by removing any of the necessary obstacles, so would it be
evidently diminished by adding arbitrary obstacles of any
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" imilar relaxation of industry, though differing in degree, will
be produced on both the moral and the immoral, by lessening
their security in the enjoyment of the whole produce of their
labor. Other opportunities will occur of demonstrating the
fallacy of the apprehension that the highest possible remune-
‘yation that free labor can produce, has any natural or neces-
sary tendency to produce vice. On the contrary, it will ‘be
shown that it tends equally to elicit the greatest quantity of
morslity, as well as of production. It is-hoped, then, that all
difficulties have been removed, in the way of admitting that,
% the strongest stimulus to production that the nature of things
will permit, is security in the entire use of the products of labor
to those who produce them.” ‘

How far the claims of capitalists injuriously abstract from
this entire use, will be inquired into hereafter. ‘ :

in the world has labor on a grand scale been so free and se-
cure in the entire use of its products as in the United States
of America; and no where has. it been so productive. In
‘proportion as the reward of productive labor bas departed
vom this maximum, have the efforts of industry been regxed ;
till at length, at their extreme point of apathy, from want o
voluntary stimulus, brutal force has been used to extort, by -
means of terror, a reluctant produce from the arms of wretch-
edness. All history proclaims this truth; and it might be il- -
lustrated from thousands of pages. The same réason that |
would justify the taking away one portion of the produce of |
labor without the laborer's consent—which is the golden and |
universal check that we are in search of—would justify the
taking away any other portion; till in the end, no stimulus
being left, no possible exertion, no-production but in obedi-
ence to physical want or compulsion, would ensue. The prin-
ciple of security is equally violated in the taking away of the
first as of the last portion. Onwhat principle can any person
but the producer lay claim to-any portion of what another
man’s industry has produced? © On the same principle can
another lay claim to another portion ; and so on without end.

SECTION 7.

All vOLUNTARY exchanges of the articles of wealth, implying &
‘preference, on both sides, of the thing received to the thing
given, tend to theincrease of happiness fromwealth, and thence

"to increase the motives to its production.

Wirnout exchanges there can be no industry, no econti-
nued production of wealth. Labor without exchanges would
be nearly as useless as exchanges without labor, as no one
‘man can produce all the articles necessary to his own well-
being. - Suppose again a colony of 1000 laborers or a thou-
Sa.l"ldb individuals, including the usual proportion of women and
children. The whole of these must not only be fed, but clad,
and provided with dwellings, furniture, and other conveni-
ences. By what process shall all these numerous wants be
supplied?” Shall every individual endeavour to supply all his
wants himself, make his own tools, build his own house, till
the groum'i for his own food, search out the materials for his
own clothing and furniture, and manufacture them himself?
But if every man should provide all his own wants, why should
not every woman provide also hers? Why should not she
also, ill, build, manufacture clothes, food, tools, &c. for her
own use? ' Because, not having as much strength as man, and
@ great portion of the time of her most vigorous years being
devoted to the rearing of successive children ; not only would
she not have ¢ime to ‘accomplish a7l these objects ; but what

Will it still be said that security to the laborer of the entire.
wse of the produce of his labor would make him immoral, and
thus prove useless to him? The question now before us is not
as to the effects of the entire use on morality, but on production.
Morality or immorality depends on other circumstances,
though on none more essentially than on the proportion of the
fruit of labor enjoyed by the producer. Moral or immoral,
under any given circumstances, the quantity of production will
depend on the stimulus to production: and the strongest sti-
mulus is necessarily security in the entire use of the products
of labor.  Let these different stimuli, the entire use or the
partial use, operate on any two colonies of laborers, the -one
moral, and the other immoral, and we shall find that in both
cases, whatever may be the absolute superiority of production
and enjoyment on. the part of the moral over the mmmoral, a
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she attempted would be inefficiently performed. Convenience
would require. that the woman should occupy herself with that
‘species ofalabor,r useful to herself and her companion, and their
offspring, in which her peculiar organization, and thence-re-
sulting powers, would be the most productive. This.reason is
so very striking,. that none but. the most brutal and stupid of
savages have been uninfluenced byit. Inafew casesin savage
‘life, the men have made the women carry burthens, work in
the fields, as well as . mind the house; rewarding them with
compulsion . and .blows, making them complete slaves; as
amongst some tribes.in North America. The objec of these
savages however was not to increase production, but to gratify

their own love of ease, of idleness, and domination.. Ouwr ob- -

ject being different, different means must be used to attain it.
Now the very same convenience with respect to the increase
of production, and thence of enjoyment, which would lead the
man and the woman of one hut into different species of labor,
would lead different men of the same community into different
modes of production, or rather into the production of different
articles. If all were to work at all trades, all would have to
learn all trades. Evidently as much skill could not be learned
in all trades as.in one or a few. Here is then a loss gf skill by
the effort of every man to produce every article of his wants
for himself. Then comes a second inconvenience of Joss of
#ime in turning from one operation to another; not only the
time lost of putting up one set of tools and materials and get-
ting out another, of loco~motion from place to place, but the
chance of abstraction. of mind. or interruption from without,
during the passage from one employment to another. But
this is not all: one man may live in the neighbourhood. of
water or wood, and thence may find it more easy to catch the
fish or make the tools, the materials for. which are at hand.
Again, some operations require the strength of many, others
such expedition as only many hands can supply, both in agri-
cultural and manufacturing operations. Iri" such operations
are undertaken by solitary individuals, it must be at a great
disadvantage, one laborer unassisted not preducing perhaps
the 100dth part instead of the 5th partof what five co-operating
could produce. Moreover, some men are of weakly constitu-
tions from defect of organization, disease, or accident,.or may
haye acquired a particular delight and skillin a particular line
of labor. .. The weak or the skilful may produce double the
value of useful things:in that line of labor.for which they are
adapted. . Their time: therefore would be comparatively lost
in.any other occupations... . Another. obstacle superior. to. all
these together comes in the way. There isscarcely a spot on
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the globe capable of feeding the smallest community, say ours

.of 1000 individuals, that contains within its.own bounds all the

rude materials -of clothes, tools, &c. necessary for the comf_o_rt-
able existence of its population. To, go no further, let us.in-
stance iron. What tool so simple as not to require prepared
jron for its fabrication ?. but how few comparatively are.the

ots on the globe where this metal aboqnds ; and how totally

estitute-of agricultural and other facilities are almost always
the spots on which, or beneath which, the ore of this most
useful metal is to be procured | . If then all members of every
community, or of any .colony, made themselves, individually,
all articles to supply their respective wants; all their produc-
tions would be wrefchedly deficient in quality, in quantity, and
many of the most useful articles for production or consump-
tion must be entirely dispensed with.. Still other evils assail
the schieme of solitary unaided exertion. . Can the independent
supplier of his own wants predict exactly the capacity of his
stormach-or his family’s stomach, -or even the number.of that

family for the year? if he could, can he also foretell the pro-

duce of the soil and the accidents of the seasons.?, Is he sure
therefore that his best-regulated exertions will procure him
exactly enough of food to supply his. gfea.rly wants ? and that
no useless surplus will be produced? 'Will. the leather for
shoes, thongs, and. other uses, always require.a. whole hide
neither more nor less, the chairs or table always require a-whole
tree neither more nor less,. the ‘coat require exactly. a. whole
fleece.? and so on of all other.xude materials. .If there.be a
deficiency or superfluity.of food, clothing, or other manufac-
tured articles, what is to be done with this superfluity ? how is
this deficiency to be supplied 2. Is.the superfluity to.be turned
to no, account, to be an absolute loss?. Is the deficiency. to.be
submitted to with its train of privations, famine, sickness, and
perhaps death ?. Where is the remedy to be found ?. In. volun-

- tary exchanges: so simple, so efficacious. Without the use of

exchanges, the application of labor. to .the. appropriation .or
modelling for use, the productions.of nature, would be com~
paratively barren and inoperative in increasing wealth and the
pleasures derivable from it.. Exchanges therefore are as:ne~
cessary to useful, to enlarged, production, as labor is... ..

‘We have in truth presumed far beyond the nature of things,
far .beyond the, experience of any community however small,
in supposing that individual exertion for the exclusive use of

its separate members,..could procure for the laborers a com-

fortable subsistence. Co-operation. of labor on.some occa-
sions, division of labor on other occasions, are necessary to

ensure.any thing worthy. the.name. of production. . .Over-pro- -
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duction and under-}})lroduction from natural or accidental
causes, where no exchanges took place, would be so frequent
and so discouraging, that all stimulus to labor, so uncertain
and unsatisfactory In its results, would be taken away. No
skill in any thing could be acquired : no one object ot neces-
sity or convenience could be good in itskind. = The herculean
effort to produce every thing by solitary effort, would be relin-
quished by the individual or the individual family, as soon as
undertaken ; ‘and nothing but what the necessity of existence
demanded, would be ultimately produced. And the fact is,
that mankind have no where been discoveted in such a state
of barbarism, except perhaps the savages on some spots of
Austral-Asia, as not to have added to individual labor the
practice of exchanging their mutual superfluities. Inferior
animals labor, and some of them have partial foresight and
accumulate against future want. But their intellectual capa-
city, their cerebral organization, is so deficient, that they have
never conceived the use of exchanges : hence the effects of their.
labors, even of the most intellectual, have been merely to keep
up a supply of food to satisfy the most pressing and universal
want of hunger, but seldom have they proceeded so far as to
prepare habitations. The simplest food and the simplest
dwelling necessary to support life—what are they in’compa-
rison to the endless wants and enjoyments of civilized men?
It does not appear indeed that the savages of New Holland,
unacquainted with the benefits of exchanges, attained to the
improvements of many, winged, four-legged, or four-handed,
animals, Their life was an eternal contest with surroundin,
things, their own species sometimes included, to seize an
devotir whatever-they could master, to allay the feelings of
hunger as they arose; at one period over-gorged, at another’
almost famished. ' .

Not only then in order to makelabor productive to any ex-
tent,. but in order to set the human arm to work at all, in
order to raise man from the most degraded state of savage
wretchedness, the utility of exchanges must be discovered, and
exchanges must be practised. Take away the faculty of ex-
changing, and you annihilate the motives to labor, Give life
to the principle of exchanges, and no solitary exertion of labor
is lost. What is useless to the individual producer or even
to those around him, brought into the common stock, will find
‘some person with whom it is an object of desire, and who will

give for it some equivalent in exchange.

‘We are thus led to the moral effects of exchanges. Useful
as they are in an economical point of view, indispensable as
they are to the production of wealth and the physical comforts

.
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in its train, they are no less indispensable for the evolution of
"% morality, of beneficence. Shall we picture to ourselves what
man would be, what an isolated family of the human race
would be, if working for itself alone, and deprived of the re-
sources and benefits of exchanges? Nothing to give to, no-
thing to receive from, any other individual, no co-operation
implying mutual exchanges of labor, man is an object of ap-
prehension, of distrust to his fellow-creature. Has the more
intelligent, the more industrious labored? has he accumulated?
Is the idle, the improvident, the ferocious in want? His cup-
ning lies in wait to purloin, his strength is ready to seize,
whateyer appetite or caprice may demand. The art, the wis~
dom of equivalents, of exchanges, he has never learned : force
and cunning are his only arms, want his only and all-sufficient
plea. The industrious lives in a state of eternal alarm: he
has worked for himself alone; too happy if his unaided exer-
tions have produced the means of supplying his own imme-
diate and simplest wants, nothing is to be spared for the gra-
tification of rapine. “What kindly feeling can spring up in the
hurx}an mind under such circumstances? Necessity, the ne-
cessity of existence, forces every thought home on self. “The
feelings, the interests of others, are always seen in opposition
4o our-own. "The association of the happiness of another co-
«existing, eonjoined with, and dependant on, our happiness,
cannot be formed ; because that state of things does not exist
in which this union of.feelings and pleasures can arise. In-
stead .of benevolent feelings, those of an entirely opposite na-
ture must, under such circumstances, be,engehdered.' Envy
and rapine onthe one side; alarm, suspicion and hatred on the
other. Such a state of things as individual labor without ex-
changes, would be a schoql of vice. . But, change the scene:
let ]:he utility of mutual exchanges be once un e\rstdo'd‘-;' let
their mutual blessings be felt in practice, and what was 'lé,té.ly
,a'-thes}tre of rapine, .a school of vice, becomes a 11&12*55}3* of so-
cial virtue. Man tbeing, in .common with all other animals,
.e_ssentlall a sentient being, it s impossible that.any Jine of ac-
tion should be followed by him which did not tend in his opi-
njon, directly or indirectly, immediately or remotely, to his well-
being. .T,ell him to be virtuous, to be beneficent, to ,prémote
t}}e happmess of his fellow-creatures ; you must show him it is
h}s interest 10 be so. “Tell him to be virtnous, and surround
him with such circumstances as make the virtues you Tecom-
-I{xengl contrary to his apparent interest; his conduct will unhe-
sitatin Iy,,follovx_r in the line of what seems to him his -ifxtei'esf,
and all exhortations in opposition thereto, will be unheeded and
Inoperative. - Improve his powers of compering and jﬁdgihg,
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teach him to observe the consequences of his own actions as
well as those -of others, as well as their immediate effects,
teach him foresight; and then, surrounded by favorable exter-
nal circumstances, all the virtues will necessarily spring up.
Let any other animal, without the cerebral organization and
capacity of mental development that man possesses, be placed
in circumstances the most favorable for the acquisition of sym-
pathy and the practice of benevolence, that animal will never
acquire such habits, because it is not capable of forming those
associations, of exercising that judgment and foresight which
are necessary to make it perceive that sympathyand benefi-
cence are indispensablevto its own well-bemng. What does
the simple introduction of exchanges tell to man, capable -of
appreciating the truth ?  He sees that in the numerous ways
ointed out, the co-operation of his fellow-creatures with him;
and of him with them, is necessary to their mutual happi-
ness : he'becomes inferested in the success of their joint labors;
he feels a sympathy in their exertions; his feelings are carried
out of himself in this first and simplest exchange of labor.
When he finds that he has produced more of any article than
is necessary fot the supply of his own immediate wants till
fhew exertions can procure a new supply ;
othér person possessing an article which he wants,

to his neighbour a superfluity,

pleasure is felt at the same time,

discovery is made that the
rily opposéd to our own,
nected with it.-
changes that take place,
man, the more his feelings
cial he becomes, the more benevolent.

tions, and thence, when
Hé partakes himself of a
traces of ferocious isolation become
réal-and palpable interest.

The germs of benevolence and of production are thus born,
nursed, and expanded at the same time: the same simple ex-
yedient, that of ezchanges, has: called “beth into -existenceé.
With what an ardor will ‘production. henceforth ‘proceed !
delight or more skill: in
than another? -Can he-

Has any particular individual more
one, mode of exercising his industry

when he finds an-
but-which-is
and when in consequence he
makes an exchange, giving superfluity for superfluity, receiv-
ing an object.of desire for an object of desire; here again
mutual satisfaction is produced, mutual sympathy is excited,
_ from the same: cause, by
both, and thus a pleasurable assaciation is formed, and the
happiness of others is not necessa~
but is frequently inseparably con-
The more of these mutually convenient ex-
the more man becomes dependent on
bécome sympathetic, the more so-
He finds that these
mutual good offices generate in his neighbour kindly disposi-
an opportunity occurs, kindly actiomns.
kindred disposition ; and. thus all
lost, from a perception’ of
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" make tools for agriculture or for hunting or for simple manus
factures,. or can he ‘build huts in a way superior to his neigh-
bours? He gives free scope to his industry; he works not
for himself alone, but for as many of those around him as he
can supply. He fears not lest he should spend too much-or
too little time about his favorite occupation, lest he should
S}lﬁ:el‘ a deficiency, or have unprofitable superfluity to waste.
Satisfied that all his labor will eventually, by means of ex«
changqs, turn out profitably to himself, through the instru-
mentality of the interest of others, he works cheerfully and in
confidence, and all his faculties are on the stretch to Improve,

knowing that the more-his commodity pleases, the greater

Secr, 7.] . Al voluntary Exchanges increase Happiness.

will be tlr}e equivalent he will receive. -
Thus it appears that not only do all exchanges of the pro~
: c!ucts of labor, tend to inerease happiness, and thence the mo-
tives to the produetion of wealth, but that they are alsa at the
basis of social virtue and of production, and without them la-
bor itself would be inefficient to any extensive usefulness. ‘
- Would it not be trifling to ask whether these .eXéha.nges
should l?e in all cases voluntary or forced, or whether forced
should. ini any case beé substituted for veluntary exehénges?
What virtue is there left in these exchanges if they are not
voluntary? is not this circumstance the véry essence of them ?
Take away voluntariness from an exchange, take away from
the lak_)orer without his consent the produce of his labor; and
what is the result, what is the operation but brute force and
robbery? As all voluntary exchanges confer happiness eqiall
on both the parties councerned, and promote production ang
benevol‘er{ce; sodo all involuntary exchanges annihilate indus-
try and virtue. They are in every respect opposed to each
other: the one operates on the understanding and leads captive
the will; the other condescends not to reason, but forces away’
what it demands. Whatever are the effects of the one thos“z-
of the other must be directly the reverse. Involﬁntajry ex~
changes'—lf they be not a contradiction in terms—turn back
every thing to the rule, the oppression, of the strongest; and not
pnli qxchanges, but production, but labor, would soon withér
in their embrace. But, will it be allowed that the general érinQ
ciple of voluntary exchanges must be held sacred ? that ex-
changes would be unmeaning and fraudulent if they were not
voluntary ? while at the same time someézceptions are put into
,the;'gel}eral m]g,} to accomplish some special pu’iposes. We
g}l{sg:t?m unhesitatingly that this is a rulé which admits of no
e P ;;m lTh@ most trifling attack on it destroys altogether
e }!)) inciple of security, and consequently of production.
e-broad principle of security ‘applies’equally to the protecs
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tion of the products of labor and of the free exchange of these
foducts. Such is its useful, clear, and natural extent ; beyond.

which (as will hereafter be fully developed) all further exten-
sion is pernicious, but within which it is necessaryy it is indis~
pensable to production, to virtue, to happiness. What arethese
pretended exceptions to the principle of security, as applied
to exchanges? What is the state of things that could justify
the application of force to exchanges, an the yielding, at the
option of one of the parties, of course of the strongest, an
equivalent deemed unsatisfactory by the other, or no equiva-
lentat all? When the surplus produce of a man’s labor is
taken from him, it may be either without any pretence of any
return, of any equivalent in exchange, or it may be accompa=
nied with such equivalent as the stronger party may deem
adequate. 'The first of these cases was ispatched in our last
section, where it was shown that security in the entire use of
all the products of labor was necessary fo ensure even the
rude beginnings of production. Where part of the surplus
products of labor are taken away contrary to the wishes of the
owner, and it is pretended to give an equivalent in exchange;
either that equivalent 7s in fact a real equivalent with which
the productive laborer ought, if he knew his own interest, to
be satisfied, or it is no a real equivalent, being in fact of no
value, or of none commensurate to the thing taken. First,
the equivalent given is_supposed to be fully equal in real value
to the thing taken, but through the obstinacy or ignorance of
the producer, it does not to him appear to be a full equivalent:
hé is dissatisfied with it. In this case, what is wanting 10 be
done by the gerson forcing the real equivalent on the produc-
tive laborer? what more simple and easy than his task?
He hasbut to enlighten the ignorance, toex lain the truth, to
show his own interest to the person whom is proposed ex-
change would serve. And is this; in case of real interest, 50
difficult a task ? has not the productive laborer the same men-
tal powers, the same powers of feeling, comparing and judg-
ing, that the ‘man of force has? Nay, is it not probable, 1s
not the very fact of his being industrious a proof of his fore-
sight and judgment, a proof which will hardly be found in the
jdleness and rapacity of him who ‘wished to take without
giving any satistactory reason? Thething offered is-supposed
%o be a real equivalent: surely its utility can be shown, and
then, on the just principle of exchange, -a double benefit will
be produced, an equal and satisfactory benefit to both of the
parties exchianging; ‘a loss to none. ‘Observe the difference
between the continued employment of force in such real ex- :
changes, and the employment of reason, of knowledge. ‘Know-
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ledge once diffused, reason once convinced, all difﬁéulty in the
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" way of such useful exchanges for the future, is removed ; the

operation once performed, is performed for ever. All such
future exchanges enliven industry and promote mutual kind-
ness, by affording mutual and voluntary compensations of en-
joyment. But where force is once employed- to compel an
exchange ever so useful, it is not the less necessary to employ
it a second time, but the more necessary. Ill-willis generated
by the employment of force ; = false and unfavorable associa-
tion is formed, that of pain with proffered exchange ; prejudice
is thus called forth; and indignation at presumed injustice
takes away the power of reversing hasty decisions. It is there-
fore the more necessary to continue the employment of force,
or the apprehension, the alternative of force, to compel such
exchgnges, than it was originally to employ it; reluctance in-
creasing, when the reason is unconvinced, with every repeti-
tion of the violence. Thus what might be ever so useful,
ever so auxiliary to production and happiness—an exchange
in itself useful—becomes, by substituting force for rezson, an
engine of oppression blasting all the motives to industrious
exertion. Even the real use that might be derived by the
unwilling producer, from the forced equivalent, islost to {um
he will not use the pretended gift of oppression : instead of
admitting it to be a real equivalent, he abstracts from it-all
sort of merit: the original vice of its introduction to ‘him is
mingled with it, and makes it hateful to him: his antipathy
converts sweetness into poison, and he loathes, through false
associations, what might be a source of happiness to him. ;

Another argument equally cogent in favor of the use of
knowledge and - persuasion, instead of force, in effecting ex-
changes, is, that the persuasion, the satisfaction of the pro-
ducer—for by the supposition the other party is persuaded
and satisfied—is the best fest that the nature of things will
permit, of the utility of the exchange. It is not an unerring
test: No such tests are to be found amongst creatures whose
reasoning powers are imperfect. But compared with any
other supposable test, it is the most likely to be true: nay, it
is impossible to devise any other test that can serve, a moment,
as a substitute for it. By this test the#wo parties interested, and
with opposing interests, must be convinced ; by the other on]y :
one : double the pleasure of satisfaction therefore in this case.
But th%s. mutual satisfaction ‘mostly goes hand in hand with
real utility. Where it does not, where even the concurrence

of fwo, and those interested to judge correctly, is-not always

sixl'ﬂ"{fient to ensure correct judgment and wisdom in exchanges,
shall we increase the chances of wisdom and justice by letting
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the decision rest with only one of the parties? and that one
with an adverse interest, uncontrolled, deciding in’his own
cause? Shall we not on the contrary reduce the chances of
just decision almost to nothing? Make it necessary to pro-
duce conviction in the mind of the producer, to produce con-
viction without fraud, and you lay an immediate restraint on,
the selfish desires of the party demanding the exchange. You
lay him under the necessity of finding reasons, of conciliating,
of adding to- the value of his equivalent. - All the countless
host of enormities that would flow from following his uncon-
trolled notion as to the value ofhis equivalent, would be ren-
dered impossible: and where the interest of both parties.must
necessarily -concur, and. free use is given to their. faculties,
uséless or pernicious productions or exchanges could not long
continue. All the cases that can be brought forward, of botﬁ
of the exchanging parties being in error, such as exchanges of
slaves for spirits or implements of destruction, prove noﬁ)ing.
For it is not pretended that the power of voluntary exchanges
will give to mankind at once, or at all, perfect wisdom: it will
produce, not an unerring perfection, but an infinity more of
production and happiness than any other arrangement. - No
other arrangement can possibly be devised that will not lead

directly to the domination of the crafty and the strong, to all-

the combined miseries of force and fraud. The simple and
obvious remedy for those cases where both exchanging parties
are mistaken as to. their real interest, is to show them their
mistakes, to give them knowledge. As soon as they see their
mistake, they will of course correct it. This operation. of
showing them their interest, is not only the most certain and
lasting remedy, but the speediest. . After preventing these ex-
changes a thousand 'times, the disposition: (the judgment re-
mainfng uninformed) is still as fully inelined as .before to en-
gage in them through any number of years: but when once the
judgment is disabused, such exchanges cease of :themselves,
Ignorance must be always compelleﬁ: but knowledge once
diffused keeps the springs of real interest in motion without
any further, without any external, aid. In the case of the
exchange of slaves, however, the principle of security, of volun-
tary-exchanges, has been altogether violated. The original
vice of the acquisition of the slave mingles itself with every
future operation.- 'What slave was ever obtained by voluntary
excharige? “When did savage or civilized man ever: volunta-
rily surrender for a little water and a bit of bread, the power
of bruising or torturing their bodies or minds, anc of extorting
labor at the option of & master ? ‘The disposal oflabor, of the
smallest portion of labor, the exchange of the produce of labor,
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of its minutest part, must be voluntary, and yet the disposal of -
the whole man that includes all labor, all exchanges, ?‘11 yoh-
tion, may be involuntary or forced. How could our principles
of free labor and voluntary.exchanges, be more signally vio-
lated than in this case? %Vhere such iniquities as thqse of .
slave-making exist,. as along the coast and ‘in the interior of
Woestern Africa, the usual consequences of poverty, wrgtchedn
ness, and vice, follow, as in all cases where the principles of
free labor and voluntary exchanges are departed from. The
westion then is reduced to the voluntary exchange of two
things, fairly and voluntarily acquired. . Both parties, we shall
suppose, are in error; the production of one, or the other; or
of both of the articles to be exchanged, was pernicious; or the
exchange was conducted on unfair principles. Under such
circumstances, the probability is, that the exchanging parties -
only participate in the general ignorance and false associations
of those around them as to suc% matters; and still the only
remedy is the diffusion of knowledge. For, though it were

possible—which 1t is not—to place an unerring director of ex~

. changes over such a community ; still the viclation done to the

principle of security in interfering with voluntary exchanges,
would not -only preponderate over the pretended good to be
derived from any superiority of judgment, but would sap and
ultimately annihilate the springs to industry, and thence to.
virtue and happiness. Of what use, #%en, would be superiority -
of judgment without any industry to work upon, to guide ac-
cording to its particular notions? The first object is to en-.

* sure industrious exertion; the second and minor object is.to.

“direct it. In whatever state as to knowledge & .community,
‘may be, security in the free disposal of labor and of the pro-
ducts of labor must be equally upheld.  Without this, there
can be no exertion, no industry; and-as to knowledge, .this
freedom of labor and of exchanges, is the most efficacious ex=
pedient to_ develop it where it.does not exist, to improve.it. -
where it has been born, and to facilitate its introduction where
it is offered from without. e e
The supposition’ of any person or any number of persons .
(the violation of the principle of security even for a-moment
forgotten,) being calculated, in a simple intellectual point of
view, to produce more rectitude of decision, and of course
more useful exchanges, than would be made by the parties.
themselves, is in the last degree futile anid absurd.” Who that
is not acquainted with all the circumstances of both the parties.
exchanging, with their ‘moral and physical character, their
previous supply, all their domestic and external arrangements .
and connexions, could possibly hazard an opinion'as to'the
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utility or inutility of any particular exchange in the case of any
two individuals? From a hundred accidents, the exchange
that may be useful to-day, may be useless or pernicious to-
morrow. Who but the parties themselves can know any thing
about these eternal individual changes? What less than om-
iiscience could direct such transactions? and if we obtained
omniscierice, we must add to it universal benevolence, univer-
sal sympathy with the wants and wishes of all. Allowed, say
the lovers of force or the pretenders to unerring wisdom, al~
lowed the absurdity of general interference. e would only
select a'few particular cases of evidently erroneous judgment,
and where the ‘exchianges would be Aurifid to others. Here
the ground of interference is altogether changed. 1Inasfaras
the interest of others as well as of the parties themselves is
concerned, correct their judgment, give them real knowled%1 X
In as far as their conduct in exchanging interferes with the
security of free labor ‘and exchanges, restrain them; as these
rights ought to be equal to all. ~ Should any consequential
injury arise to third parties from a voluntary exchange of
things justly acquired, (and we are supposing none others,)
restrain the injurious act, as you would any other act equally
injurious to society ; but interfere not with the faculty of freely
exchanging, the evil arising from the violation of the general
principle being incalculably greater than any partial enefit

_from modifying particular exchenges. But, the security of all

being in the eye of justice equally sacred, no violation of the
security of others should be permitted. But, even these re-
straints should be voluntary. 'This will be hereafter developed :
othérwise, security in freedom of labor and voluntary ex-
changes could not exist.

From what has beén said it appears evident,  that security
in voluntary exchanges is as necessary, as in the free use of
labor and of its products; They are the parents of produc-
tion, and not only of production but of morality and happiness.
‘Without them man could scarcely raise himself above the in-
ferior animals, on whom he now so proudly looks down. No
substitute can be devised for voluntary exchanges*: no su-

* Mr. Owen’s plan, of labor in common, and mutual co-operation, may

be cited as a practical ébjection to this position, In his societies, or small
associations of a few hundred to a few thousand individuals, production
arid happiness proceed, it may be said, without any éxchanges. .

Perhaps it may be more correctly said, that his system—as far, and only
as far, ssit is perfectly volunitary—is the perfection of voluntary exchanges
and 6f the kindly feelings they engender. In his system, every one labors
for every one, every one benefits and is benefited by every one. Though
there isno exchange of individual articles from individual to individual,
there is a constant and universal exchange of benefits. This universal system
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periority of force or of intellect, real or supposed, of either
of the individuals concerned or of any other persons, can in’
any case be usefully substituted for voluntary exchanges.
They are founded on the interest, and Produce phe satisfac-
tion, of the parties concerned. Their operation extends
through the whole structure of society, to the grand outlines
of its organization, as well as to the minute operations between

"man and man, and to all his social relations. They are

founded on' the utility of the employment, in all things, of
reason and persuasion, instead of brute force; and the great
extent and influence of their operation will be hereafter more
fully developed. 'The same principles of justice, because of
benevolence, of benevolence because of tendency to promote
the greatest happiness, that should regulate the distribution
of wealth, particularly the principle of voluntary exchanges,
should regulate all human intercourse, and pervade all human
institutions. Wherever this principle is neglected, misery
and vice follow in proportion to the extent of the violation.
This will be exemplified further on, when the forcible exac-
tions made for supporting existing establishments come under
review. ‘ -
Let it be always recollected as a justification of the simpli-
city and extent of our details, that as reasonings on moral,
political, and economical, subjects, cannot be safely carried to .
very remote deductions; it is the more indispensable that our.
first principles should be clear and thoroughly sifted, and that -
every one should perceive their truth and wutility. An-illus-
tration of this observation will be afforded in considering our
next proposition. - o .

of voluntary exchanges, could only be elicited by wisdom in a very improved
state of social science. It-is but applying the principle of one individual
exchange to the mass of all the labor of every individual. If the ultimate
benefits of this general system of exchanging the whole labor of every indi<
vidual for portions of the products of the iabor of the rest of the eommu-
nity, be found more productive of happiness than the system of individual
exchanges, why should it not be pursued? It is not substituting a new
principle to that of exchanges, but applying it on a comprehensive and
universal scale. This system of uiutua? co-operation will be resumed in &
fiiture ‘chapter. The question is, whether the general and remote motive
of individual benefit from mutual co-operation, will be a sufficient substitute
for the ever active principle of immediate gersonal interest, attending every
separate individualex ertion and exchange ?
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SECTION s.

The forced abstraction of the products of labor, the: objects of
wealth and means of happiness, from any individual, will
cause more loss of kappiness to him than increase of happiness

. to the person acquiring.

Way undertake, it may be asked, to demonstrate so simple,.

so universally received, a proposition? ‘Who is to be con-
vinced? Who denies its truth? Why demonstrate what no
one disputes? Because the mere assenting to a proposition,
without knowing the reasons for the assent, produces very
little' salutary effect on conduct, directing merely in cases
of every day practice, but rendering the understanding inca-
pable of perceiving the most gross violations of the principle,
provided those violations are as frequent and notorious as the
observances. Knowing the reasons of a principle, we can make
it universally operative, and can detect the sophisms that
would exclude its benefits, where perhaps they may be of by
far the greatest importance to human welfare.. Besides, the
energy of our conduct in supporting the useful operation of the
principle, is doubled, when we see distinetly its utility : we do
not act as machines, but as rational beings. We shall never
neglect the principle where it ought to be applied: we shall
never suffer evil to be done under the pretence of its right ap-
plication. ~ -~ - S o

Although few will in words deny this principle, yet does
almost every one habitually ac: in flagrant violation of it, or
unconcernedly withess: its violation. Laws .even and institu-
tions are enacted and upheld in opposition to it. Its applica=
tion and misapplication are universal; and so are the evils or
benefits resulting from it. It is necessary therefore that it
should be put in a clear light. ‘ o

When forced absiraction is made from any individual of
the products of his labor, the objects of wealth, in what does
the loss which he has sustained consist? what are the consti-
tuent parts of the evil which he has experienced ? -On the other.
hand, what is the gain which the party taking has made, and
what are its constituent parts? Let us review these two masses
and compare them together, that we may see where the ba-
lance of evil lies. '

First, as'to the mere articles themselves, which are taken
from the one and seized by the other, they are evidently, in
most cases, the same in the hands of both parties: what the
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one immediately. loses the other gains, as a pound of flax, a
bushel of corn. ~ ‘The one’loses the corn or the flax ; the other
gains it: no loss -or waste of the materials is necessarily at-
tendant on the transfer, though it may most frequently occur.
It is our object to reduce things to their simplest elements :
therefore let us suppose that what islost by the one, is gained,
without defalcation, by the other. ~A'bushel of corn will go as
far in feeding, and a pound of flax towards the clothing, ofone
iridividual—size and appetite being equal—as of another.

The article then itself not being affected by the transfer, the
gain of matter capable of usefulness being as great in the one
case as the loss in the other, we must look out for other
sources of difference-in the two cases; and we shall find them
in the fmmediate feelings, the state of mind, of the two parties
concerned, and in the fisture consequences resulting to each of
them from the operation. . . ' .

The man who forcibly takes the corn, consumes and digests
it-like the producer: his taste and huriger are gratified not-
withstanding his robbery. -But what are the associated feel-
ings which arise in his mind, from the laws:of his organization,
while the animal consumption is going on? An ox might con-
sume corn forced from another ox, just asif it had not been
so obtained ; but no human animal, ever so rude, -is without
those powers of mind which produce feelings necessarily asso-
ciated with such enjoyments. The man of force-consumes,
but, while he consumes,. he cannot help knowing that he has
excited the ill-will of him whom he has plundered ; he knows
that he is liable to his ill-offices, that if opportunity occurred, -
the plundered article would be taken back by the producer, -
the owner. - He has -moreover:a feeling of his'own injustice,
and ‘sometimes a feeling. of regret, of pity, towardsthose
whom he has wronged. - He knows that he would not like that
another person should take away from him what he had with
much labor produced : and though he yields to the temptation
of enjoyment, and seizes what he can from another, the feeling
of the injustice must occasionally intrude, and so far lessen his
satisfaction. Should he be above all fear from insecurity,
should he be beyond all remorse for injustice, he will perhaps
be the more accessible to pity for the miséries caused by his
plunder.  Or; under a last supposition, which is a very rare
one, and almost impossible, he may be without fear, remorse,
or pity; -and if so, what will be his capacity for ‘enjoyment ?
That of the hysena. The mere animal feeling of the moment
without foresight or sympathy, without any of the pleasures
of judgment or benevolence to increase his animal gratifica-
tions, or to fill up.their .intervals with- lighter- but more fre-
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quently-renewed pleasures. In fact, however, sucha human
creature could hardly exist; for if he had sagacity enough to
make his force available to cope with the combined sagacity
and strength of his neighbour, and to prevail in his. seizures,
he must have sagacity anough to perceive some at least of the
effects of his conduct. If he had no more sagacity than the
hyzena, his attacks would be repelled with equal facility. But
still, were such a human creature ‘gossible, what immediate
pleasure would the corn give him? The sole pleasures of
taste and hunger : after these, mere insensibility : no pleasures
of association, or of communicating enjoyment to others:
whereas in the case of the producer, the corn supports his ex-
istence to make it the vei)licle not only of the pleasures of
taste and hunger, but of all the other gentler pleasures inci~
dent to the sagacity requisite for industrious labor. Still per-
haps it will be objected, that we have omitted in our enumera-
tion the greatest pleasure of all felt by the seizer of another’s
labor, the pleasure of success (of successful rapine or injus-
tice to be sure, but still of success), - Weare reminded of the
universal prevalence of this feeling to such an extent as to have
originated a proverb, ¢ Stolen waters are sweet; and bread
eaten in secret is pleasant.” Than this a more false or more
pernicious proverb was never countenanced by man*., What
means this proverb, if it have any true meaning at all? To
seize by force the products of industry and to consume them
in secret, may be sweet when compared with the absolute
destitution of idleness and rapine. A hungry robber, like a
hungry and pursued wolf, rejoices in the immediate gratifi-
cation of his rapacious appetite ; and compared with the mi-
series .of starvation, even such consumption may be sweet.
But compared with the pleasure of consuming the same things
produced by the industry of the consumer, and enjoyed, not
in secret, but in open and free security, without apprehension,
without the sense of injustice, what becomes of its pretended
sweetness ? ¢ Stolen waters are not sweet, and bread eaten
in secret is noz pleasant.” To the lawless alone, plundering

“# Tis true, that a vague intimation of terror and vengeance follows;
“but he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in
the depths of hell.” That is to say, “ Though we allow that it is sweet and
pleasant to consume in secret the acquisitions of robbery, yet wetell you,
you are in the way to hell if you ind&lge in such enjoyments.” “But he
knoweth not that the dead are there,” is like the pernicious frightening of
children with Raw-head and Bloody-bones. - Yet such are the things that
have been given to mankind, by way of, or instead of, reasons, to induce
them to refrain from what is called immoral conduct, and what they are at
‘the same time told is delightfuf conduct. Now, in the text, the sweetness
and pleasure of'such secret consumption is altogether denied.
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I exposed to plunder, who had never felt the pleasures of
ggsznging in pface what their industry had proguced, who
never knew of any comparison to be instituted, except between
want and plunder, it belongs to deny this position: fo them
alone is such consumption sweet and pleasant. To them com-
paratively sweet it is; but absolutely it is bitter as wormwood.
All things are called good or })ad, pleasa-nt or unpleasant,
sweet or bitter, by comparison with other things. Now when
articles plundered, (that is to say, taken away w1thou15 the
consent of the producers,) and consumed in secret, are said to
be sweet, it must be with reference to the ordinary mode of
acquiring and consuming such articles: that ordinary mode
must be by means of industry in the acquisition, and security
in the consumption. Such must be the meaning of the pro-

verb to make it general, to give it currency as any thing more

than a pernicious by-word for the use and the encouragement
of robbers. But give it any such extension, and it is utterly
false: and apply it in the only sense in which it is true, and
it is most pernicious. No maxim. could possibly be devised
more destructive of industry, of morality, and happiness.
‘Whether in savage, half-civilized, -or civilized communities,
the mere pleasure of success-in plunder, could never, of itself
and unattended with the gratiﬁcation of want, be of muich
effect: for, not to speak of its being counterbalanced by ap-
prehension, it is met by a much greater pleasure, that of suc-
cessful industry, on the part of the producer. -
‘Now, to oppose to these pleasures of the pluriderer, of him
who forcibly abstracts the products of labor, the means of
wealth and happiness, from the producer of the_m ; what im-
mediate pleasures has the man of industry to bring forward ?
He physically consumes just like him who took away his
wealth : but what are the feelings necessarily associated n his
mind with the physical enjoyment? The pleasures of success-
ful industry, not-of the effort of an hour or a day, but ofa
long-continued course of effort, all directed to one object and
all brought to the wished-for result: the pleasure of skill, of
perseverance, of success. These -accumulated pleasures .are
brought, as it were, to a focus at the time of enjoyment : they
have filled up all the moments of production, and now me-
mory brings them forward to heighten the enjoyment. These
are all included in the pleasure of employment, of having.some
JSixed purpose in Yife, which fills up all the voids of existence
and keeps' out the pressure of weariness and -disgust. He
knows moreover that Ais success is attended with the sym-
pathy and good opinion of all the peaceable and industrious
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members of the community. All these soothing associations
which the man of force is without, are superadded, in the. case
of the industrious, to the mere pleasure of success; so thatinthis
respect alone the success of industry is infinitely more pleasur-
able than the success of force. All natural and unavoidable
associations add to the one, while they abstract in an equal
degree from the other, The success of force from its uncer~
tainty is, to be sure, at times accompanied with very noisy de-
monstrations: but place against these, not only the re-action
when reflection comes, but the number of disappointments
that bring with them vexation and fear; and then compare
this noisy over-excitement with the calm, steady, and,daily
repeated, pleasures of success attendant on productive in-
dustry. .

But let all these considerations be forgotten, let the pleasure
of the success of the one be supposed to be equal in intensity
and extent to that of the other, the main point of distinction
between their mental feelings, their associated pleasures, must
be still dwelt upon, The pleasure derived from the use
of the article of wealth to the industrious producer is accom-
panied with securizy,.or else he could not be permanently in-
dustrious; while. the pleasure of the plunderer is necessarily
poisoned by insecurity. The industrious has injured;  has
excited the ill-will, the ill offices of no one; he therefore.ap-
prehends, he fears them mnot: for what he enjoys he is in=
debted to his own exertions alone, or the voluntary exchanges
of the surplus produce of his labor with others. - He appre-
hends no resentment where he has given no cause for any. He
enjoys with a consciousness that he has earned, that he has a
right to, his enjoyments, and therefore enjoys undisturbed with
any alarm, at least with any permanent or necessarily con-
nected source of alarm: he is liable to. none that are not
extrinsic and accidental. The consumer, on the contrary,
of wealth plundered from an industrious producer, knows that
the very act of his acquisition has necessarily excited indigna-
tion, resentment, desire of retaliation on the part of him from
whom he has taken. Nay more, as his only pretension is
force, he must. know that any stronger than he, will be as
little inclined to respect his possession and use of an article,
as he was to respect that of the producer. Enjoying by force
alone, his very. title contains in itself an invitation to those
who are stronger, a justification. to. those from whom he has
taken, to ravish from him his unjust acquisition. This is no.
casual accidental circumstance attending his enjoyment, but
the necessary inevitable. effect, always resulting from every

’
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aéquisition by force. While the o'rganisati.on of _msan,ls con=
stituted as it is, insecurity palpably perceived, an1 no't reé
lieved by any notions of justice, must give ‘plrth to alarm; anc
that alarm must, in proportion to its intensity, lessen or anni-
hilate the enjoyment. Secrecy and fraud are the pef:essaﬁy re-
sources of insecurity, and plainly indicate their ongmi_,’ very
intruding eye is feared as that of an enemy: everyl x;f_eze‘ ;‘s
laden with apprehension. = Truth is shunned as eﬁ ing tl?
exposure, for it is not the interest of the plpnderer that tru
known. .

shc%x}g gtiall enlarge then no more on the comparison between
the states of mind, the pleasures of consumption, of the pro-
ducer, and of him who takes by force the produce of another’s
labor. A sense of injustice, of remorse, of fear, must trouble

 the enjoyment of the one; while a sense of justice, of peace,

and of requited effort must enhance the pleasure of the other.
The one is insecure in his enjoyment, fearing loss on every
side; the other, injiring no one,. is undisturbed by the dread
of privation; the one naturally rescrts to secrecy, silence and
fraud to protect him; the other needs not the aid of such
treacherous allies. ) S
Dismissing, then, the immediate feelings of the industrious,
and the seizer by force, let us proceed to the second head of
comparison, and point out the future consequences, as to the
‘production of wealth or other desirable objects, of permitting
the products of industry to remain for use in the hands of the
producer, or permitting any part of them to be forcibly
abstracted from him for the use of another. It is here that
the balance turns with the weight of infinity to one, against ,thg
man who takes by force the produce of ancther’s  labor.

" Were there even no difference whatever in the. enjoyment of

the two; were the enmjoyment of force evenr allowed to be
greater than the enjoyment of indust'ri;; still would the over-
whelming evil of the consequences of the one, compared with
those of the other, be so great as utterly to obliterate the plea-.
sure of immediate feeling, if ever so superior, on the part of the
seizer by force. , : ,
What are the consequences to the laborer? what are the
consequences to him who takes by force the produce of an-
othier’s labor? In both ‘cases the extinction of the motives
- that lead to productive labor, and of course the discontinu-
ance of that labor itself, where it has been previously active,
or its early and immediate withering, where 1t is only shqlmn,g‘
its first efforts, or.its utter disregard from the chance of ac-
quiring the means of enjoyment without labor.
The productive laborer has toiled, and the frnit of his labor -
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is taken from him. Why should he work again? His sole
object in laboring was to procure for himself some object of
utility ; that is to say, of remote or of immediate gratification.
At the moment that his labor, guided by foresight, had pro-
duced the object which was to constitute his reward, that
reward is forcibly abstracted from his grasp, and he finds that
he has labored in vain. What is the consequence? The
springs of his industry are relaxed; he can no longer securely
rely on procuring by means of labor those comforts or enjoy-
ments, the prospect of which supported him in his toil.. The
first time that the produce of his labar is taken from him, he
is alarmed and has less reliance on industry as a means of
procuring enjoyment ; the next time, he is still more alarmed
and his reliance is still further weakened ; till by degrees, from
the frequent repetition of such forcible seizures, his inclina-
tion to industry is rooted out, from his experience of the utter
unproductiveness of his toils. "What now is the amount of
this evil, the loss of the spirit of industry to the industrious
man? Is it the loss merely of the article or of the one or
two or five or ten articles, the produce of his labor, which
had been forcibly abstracted from him? By no means.
These losses, grievous as they are, are nothing to the real and

‘absolute future losses of the productive laborer. He loses

with his industrious habits, all those comforts, renewed
through his life, which perseverance in industrious pursuits
would, with security, have given him. Were the pleasure

then of the spoiler ten times as great in the enjoyment of the -

articles abstracted as that of the productive laborer in the en-
joyment. of the same article, and were twelve spoliations re-
quisite to banish the spirit of industry; still from the dis=

“continuance of the production of these articles on the part of

the industrious, his monthly, weekly, or daily enjoyment. of
them would through his whole life be lost. - Here then is a
balance «of evil: as the pleasures of a life of enjoyment, in
any particular line, derived from any particular article, are to
the pleasures of a few hours enjoyment derived from the same
article; so are the pleasures of! e industrious to those of the
plunderer. Such is the superiority of the good effects of
protecting from ‘forced abstraction the products of labor.
Mark too, every instance of success on the part of him who
forcibly seizes, renders Jess probable his future supply by dis-
.couraging production ; while every enjoyment, every instance
of success in productive labor, confirms the habits of the in-
.dustrious, gives a new stimulus to his exertions, and renders
more probafle his future supply. ‘

But it may be said that it is an extreme and improbable
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.case to suppose the forced abstraction of the wkole of the pro-
duce of the labor of the industrious, that in fact it is but a part,
but what he can spare, over and above his necessities, ‘that
he generally loses, and that this partial abstraction will not
materially affect his industry. In the first place, every abs-
traction operates injuriously as far as it goes; the alarm ex-
cited by the abstraction of a part extends to every atom left,
and makes the wholé insecure; and if' the whole have not
been abstracted, ’tis most probable that the want of oppor-
tunity or-of power, not of inclination, saved' the remainder.
The explanation however lies deeper. So urgent are the mo-
tives to gratify hunger and to support life, that no.attacks on
the produets. of labor can exterminate that portion of exertion
which is requisite to allay such imperious wants. - But for
mere existence, - without comfort, what is requisite?  The
casual labor of the savage, of the wretched husbandman of
Syria or Egypt as described by Volney in his admirable Tra-
vels, fearful lest he should over-supply his wants and feed his
plunderer. Were there no produce of industry left from'the
frequency of rapine, so strong are the cravings of appetite
that men would, ‘like, rats, .on - the failure of food, kill each
other for the ¢hance of surviving, ’Tis allowed therefore that
the forced ‘abstraction of the products of labor will not an-
nihilate the desire of existing or rather of shunning the mi-
series of want. But is this industry ? are such the hopes,
the rewards of productive labor? -Destroy production to this
extent, and: population and happiness will decrease where
they now exist, till busy. towns and valleys become.as the
abode of . the. savage ; ‘and -under ‘such  circumstances the
uncivilized will never assume the comforts of industry. Are
not these effects dreadful enough? but must the race of man
absolutely cease to: exist.?: T%e relaxation of industry how-
ever. will do no more: it will do no mére than bring mendown
to thislevel. . Industry therefore consists not in the production
of what is merely necessary for the support of ‘the lowest ani-
mal existence, but-in supplying as many ‘additional sources
of physical enjoyment as possible, superadded to these mere
mesans of existence: . The cravings of want alone are.suffi-
cient to urge every animal to. provide. for-its gratification ;
but thq -¢ravings. of want. will..do no more,and nothing less
energetic than these cravings is sufficient to make head against
the, abasement caused by. t%e forcible: abstraction. of any pait
of the products of labor. Until labor becomes voluntary-and
excited l?y‘ motives of less urgency thai the necessities of ex-
istence, it is not called industry: - Every thing .that comes

P

under. the ‘name of industry, . or of - woluntary labor with' -~
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the view of fncreasing our enjoyments, is evidentlg incompa-~
tible with the forcing away from the laborer that article,
greater or less, which he had produced with the sole view of
enjoying it. If, in order to avoid this result, and to lessen
the alarm, it be proposed that one article only, and that of
small value, shall be forcibly taken, the result evidently would
be, that the production of that particular article would cease
altogether; so that such a proposition could never be carried
into effect, the publication of the endangered article necessa-
rily annihilating its production and forcing industry into se-
cure channels. gFomible abstraction must therefore be general,
or must be altogether relinquished ; if it may fall on any ar-
ticle, the alarm is universal, the depression of industry pro-
portioned to the amount and the frequency, till perseverance
annihilates industrious exertion altogether; if it be confined,
it is useless even to those who seize, and must be relinquished
from want of food to prey upon.

So overwhelming therefore is the balance of enjoyment ra-
vished from the productive laborer over and above that gained
by the employer of force, that our proposition might be sefely
rested here: for has it not been shown, Zow ¢ the forced abs-
traction of the products of labor from any individual, causes
more loss of happiness to him than increase of happiness to
the person acquiring?” Though not necessary to our ar-
gument, it may not be imprtzﬁer to advance here a step
further, and to show that even this evil, immense as it is and
preponderating over any pretended enjogfments of the spoiler,
is absolutely %ost when compared with the greater evils in-
flicted on the whole community of productive laborers by the
forced abstraction of wealth, the product of labor, from any
individuals. ‘ . ‘

For the caprice or the momentary enjoyment. of the spoiler,
the product.of the labor of the industrious is taken from him.
Does this industrious man live in solitude, or is he surrounded
with other individuals industrious like himself? "We have
seen that without voluntary exchanges industry could not exist,
and that industry implies co-operation and society. The force
committed on the one, is therefore known to all around him.
In whatever way force kas been employed to take from him,.
it may be. employed to take away from them the products of
their industry.. The same reason that leads him to fear a re-
petition .of the. attack upon him, must lead them to fear its
introduction to themselves. The alarm, instead of being con-
fined to the individual despoiled, .is shared with him by all
those in. a similer situation with himself, by all those whose
industry has given them any thing to lose. They féar. that
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what their industry has procured may be forced from them ;
their reliance on the enjoyment of what their labor may here-
after produce is lessened, and the springs of their industry,
the motives to their exertion, are relaxed. Let the seizure
-})e repeated on the same or another individual, and the alarm
is increased not only to him but to all the industiious. ' Dis-
trust and apathy increase and diffase themselves through the
whole community, till that relaxation of ihdustry which has
occurred to one becomes general, from the very same cause,
through all the productive laborers of the community. F; 1"‘011'1
a relaxation of industry, comes a diminution of production:
from a diminished production, comes a diminished conisump-
tion, a diminished enjoyment. Thus the loss of the happi-
ness of numbers without limit, of the whole community, is
the result of the #nsecurity arising from the forced abstraction
of wealth, on paitial occasions, from a few individuals, It
is not then by the pleasures of a life of industrious enjoyment
as fe}; by one individual, as contrasted with the temporémfy
pleasures of plunder, that we are to' estimate the evils of
foxf(:lb.lehabs'gra,cbtipn, but by the loss of the pleasures of in-
dustrious enjoymerit through the lives of the whole of ‘an in-
dustrious' community, and- the loss of the pleasures of the
moral habits therce resulting to them all. e
Such are the inevitable effects of violating the principle of
security, in the forcible abstraction from the productive la-
borer of the product of his toil. It signifies not by what
name the spoiler may be called,. whether his act be deemed
expert, brave, apd meritorious, as amongst the "w}vandérijig
Arabs, ‘whether it be deemed illegal as in the flagrant cases’
of robbery amongst what are called” civilized nations, or =
whether the abstraction be sanctioned by law; in every case,
the sole question to be asked is, .« Is the abstraction vol'unmify’
oris it forced ?” If the abstraction be forced, no form or
ceremony of law or superstition can alter its nature or effects
On the volunitariness of the exchange all its merit’ déﬁ)éﬁds‘f’
Take away this ingredient ;' 1ét the produce of labor be taken
without equivalent satisfactory to the owner, and all the evils
n:entmr};gd to’ individuals .and to society ‘result from it; Te-
fa(l:l;: : talsdnlﬁredlgn?, satisfy him from’ whom the article is
e, I:h the forcible abstraction bécomes a voluntary ek~
s ge, the most “useful ‘and beneficent of social operations.
ﬁs any abstraction of . the products of labor just? The suf-
clent and only answer ought to be, "« Is it voluntary ?”
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SECTION 9.

The forced abstractions of small portions of wealth from any
' given nuimber of individuals, will lessen the whole quantity of
happiness more than it can be increased by the additional plea-
sures conferred on any one or move individuals enjoying those
united small forced masses. ‘

WE have already seen that the happiness gained to the spoiler
by the forced abstraction of the matter of wealth, the product’
of industiy, is as nothing compaied with the happiness lost in-
consequerice of the same operation. To diminish the evil to
the sufferer, an expedient has been put forth and very geme-
rally acted upon,—the expedient of dividing the shates of loss /
into as many and as small lots as possible, so that they may
ultimately become almost imperceptible and afford no contrast
of privation to the glare of enjoyment exhibited by the one,
or small number, who use the things seized. * In this case,
the” enjoyment of those who forcibly take, remains a fixed
quantity: the object is not to increase their enjoyment, but
to lessen the pressure on those who are forced to contribute.
Qur inquiry is, therefore, Does it produce this effect? Does it,”
by dividing the loss into smiall shares and spreading it over a
comparatively lar% surface, diminish the whole mass of suffer-
ing or discomfort? Are thé small losses of money less pro
ductive of evil than those conjoined losses borne by one? Or,
whether less or greatér, are they so modified as to bear no

proportion to the increase of happiness gained by the forcible |
consumers? -’ : ’ ST
© Were there not some fundatental error in this ingenious
notion of annihilating distress by diminishing and diffusing it,
the principle of spoliation might be carried to any extent by
means of the principle of division and diffision. ~But a fun-
~ damenta] error has been made on this subject; and that is
overlooking the most important feature of these Josses, of these
abstractions, whether large or small, the consideration in all
cases, whether they are woluntary or forced. A forced abs-
traction of the matter of wealth, be its amount what it may,
is liable to the charge of dijustice, is followed by all the‘evils
of insecurity. 'The principle of security, of voluntary ex-
changes, once trenched upon, who shall set bounds to its ex-
tension ? - What is to restrain it? "what but the prudence of
the forcible consumers, tempted by immediate interest, by the
desire of immediate enjoyment, to press the contributions till
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their smount becomes diminished, that is .to say, till the

springs of industry are dried up? = :

' Lere the forced abstraction of wealth, the product of in-
dustry, is made in one heap from one, the loss of the absolute
matefial 'is certainly to that one, justa thousand times-as
great as it would beif shared amongst one thousand in lots of
one:each. Here, in the absolute material, there is neither

loss nor gain: the same amount is raised in both cases. We

. rmust look therefore for any differences, for any points of com-

parison, beyond the thing seized to the feelings produced
by the seizure in the minds of those who suffer the loss.
‘Where the abstraction, represented by 1000, being all taken
from one, ‘causes the absolute ruin of that one, exposes him
to the pressure of hunger, the dread of starvation and . cold,
there can be little doubt of the wisdom or bénevolence of the
policy that changes this excess of intense wretchedness for the
surrender of a thousand small portions of pleasure. But this
is a case that in practice almost never occurs. Why so? Be-
cause, in order to have an opportunity of abstracting largely,
large masses of wealth (the products of industry) are
naturally sought out; and from bim who has comparatively
to spare, much is taken, In such a state «of things, it seems
certain that the abstraction- represented by athousand, say .
1000 shillings, causes a greater loss of iappiness on the
whole, “than if the whole thousand were taken from the
wealthier individual.” "To be sure, the loss is not so apparent;
it makes no exhibition when divided; but is it not as certainly

Jelt, bécause it affords no exhibition or contrast? The smaller

contributions must, from the nature of things, be levied from
those who have comparatively little, and to” whom the loss of
a small part of that little must be more severely felt than an ab-
solutely larger mass by those that possess more. It is not said
that every poor industrious man losing a shilling is as much
distressed thereby as the wealthier from whom the 1000 shillings
are taken, and who has more left after the 1000 are removed;
than the poor after losing the one.  Suppose that the loser of
the one suffers but the tenth part as much—and this is surely
an ample concession—as the loser of the thousand, the loss

+ on the whole will be as 100 to one. There will be in this case

one hundred times the loss of happiness by diffusing the loss -
divided into small portions, that there would be by abstract-
ing it at’once from one individual ; because, though every in-
dividual of the poorer thousand suffers but the tenth part of him
who loses the whole in a inass, yet as there are 1000 of these
smaller suf'I’erers for ene of the larger, these 1000 tenths added
together will make 100 whole parts, each equal to the suffer-
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ing of him from whom the whole was taken in one mass, Ifit
be alleged that the feelings of the poor, from whom these nume-
rous smaller portions are necessarily taken, are reconciled by
the Zabit of Sriva.tion and suffering to the loss, it may be
equally alleged that the feelings of the rich who make the abs-
tractions are equally blunted by habit to enjoyment. Habit,
operating equally in both ways, at both ends of the scale, di-
minishing equally enjoyment and suffering, must therefore be
left out of the question. ‘
There seems little use in analysing the caseinwhich the forced
abstraction or’ loss is divided amongst 1000 persons equally
wealthy, instead of being taken from one of them, because our
object is practical, and in practice such cases seldom occur.
The suffering on the whole would certainly not be diminished
by this operation; for though each individual contributor of the
1000 only suffered the one thousandth part of the pain of the
one losing all, yet these 1000 decimal parts of suffering added
together evidently make up the same aggregate quantity of
suffering on the whole; so ‘that no- diminution would be ef-
fected thereby ; while the pain of the loss more intimately felt
by every individual when he himself suffers than when. he
merely hears of another’s suffering, though to a larger extent,
would seem to carry the balance against the system of divi-
sion, .and to make it probable that the mass of suffering is
even in this case increased by diffusing and subdividing it.
" No doubt there are powerful motives, altogether inde-
pendent of the greater or smaller portion of suffering pro-
duced by division or concentration, which urge those who'
forcibly abstract, to prefer the system of diffusion and sub-
dividing the shares of loss. The injusice is not so flagrant
it is not attended with so much eclat, it does not produce
50 strong a sensation, it does not lead to such rough
inquiries; the right is not so likely to be disputed, when’
but a very little .Is taken from a great many. Next, when
the seizure iS from a great number in small lots, the n-
Justice of the operation seems to be forgotten in its equality.
An equal distribution of injustice is ‘apt to be regarded asa
species of justice, the principle of the measure being forgotten
in"the consideration of its mode of operation: whereas nothing
is more evident than that the mode of operating the most ini-’
quitous measure may be impartial and just. By confusing these’
two positions, such an advantage is taken as to divert the. mind’
from the nature of the abstraction itself, from its effects on’
individual or social happiness: and the illusion is assisted by
the small quantity in each case demanded. The object of
those who forcibly abstract is their own enjoyment: indifferent
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how the suffering is diffused, provided their object is
zggg?lisﬁed : that mddeg of abstraction’ which the most cer-
tainly and securely accomplishes the seizure, is the best for
them, in contempt of the feelings of those from whom it is
taken. . . o
hose very reasons, however, which make it prudent or wise-
on’{h: S;art zf the s];oliator to subdivide and diffuse the loss

in every case amongst as many as. possible, are those which

Tender this very diffusion undesirable to the commu-

:ﬁ;} 4 1t is the interes?:)f the community that the real eﬂ'e_ctﬁ
of every seizure should be known; that no operation, by whic]
delusion might be practised, and rapine, shrouding itself un-
der the guise of equality to ensure the: better chance of sug-
cess, should be permitted. "When an injustice is committed,
it is the interest of the community that it should be seen, felt,
known, and duly appreciated. When any act is done, whether
just or not, it is the interest of all that its real effects should
be known. Truth, that is to say, a knowledge of the real.
qualities and relations of things and of the real consequences
of actions, must be useful to all: it seems to be pernicious to
those who wish to be unjust, because:they do not underst;and
their own real interest. 'Therefore whatever mode of forcible
seizure exhibits the nature of the operation in its ¢ruest colours,
is most useful to the community, were even the balance of im-
mediate suffering in favor of concealment, which it has begn
shown not to be. . ) L

‘Having shown that the division of the forced loss into many
shares, does not lessen, but in_most cases increases, the sum
total of suffering, instead of annihilating it, as in the language
of political quackery; it remainis now to-prove, that this waste -
of happiness caused by the diffusion, is- more than equal to
the gain of happiness experienced by those amongst whom
the matters abstracted are divided. - : ;
. It makes no difference to the question, whether the articles
abstracted are divided amongst: one or many. Dmdm
amongst many is only a repetition of a similar operation ; an
the evil depends in every case on the absolute quantity of
wealth taken by each as compared with the number and situ-
ation of those who are compelled to suffer theloss; the greater
in each case the gain, the lesser the comparative happiness de-
rived fromit. Of 1000 portions of the matter of wealth, the
first 100, suppose; are necessary to. repel hunger ~_and t‘plrst»,
and support life. The use of this first portion is as life to
to.death : the value is the: greatest of all human values, in-
cliiding the capacity for all other enjoyments, for which nature
or education may have adapted the mdividual." ‘What-is the
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effect on the same individual of the. application of a second
mass, say of a second hundred, of these portions of wealth?
Nothing ecstatic, no change as from life to death; simply the
addition of some of the most obvious comforts of life de-
manded by real convenience. The effect of these second
hundred in intensity of enjoyment, is so infinitely’ beneath
that produced by the first 100, as to be incapable of any com-
parison. We proceed however, and to this second we add a

. third 100,-and ask what is the effect of this third equal sup-

ply? Does it produce an equal portion of happiness with
either of the two former? ~'With the first, it admits of no
comparison; with the second, of very little: the first was
existence, life-of death; the second, real comiforts; this third,
what? imaginary comforts, such as the opinions and customs
around us render desirable. These are acquired by the third
hundred; but they are unaccompanied with the craving re-
commendations ofy want, -or even of real comforts, and are re-
commended by ‘public opinion alone and -doubtful utility.
The recommendation of public opinion, observe, was not
wanting (o the two first portions, while the effect of the third
100 depends on it alone: its effect in producing happiness is
therefore proportionally weak, and is much less than the se-
cond, but not so much less than the second as the second ‘was

less than the first. ‘To the three lots of 100 portions-each, ‘of’

the matter of wealth, we add a fourth Iot of the same kind. The
individual is already supplied in wants, in real comforts,in com-
forts of opinion the most approaching to utility: how shall he ap-
ply this additional, this fourth portion? He necessarily looks out
for those lighter sources of enjoyment, which hold the.second
rank in the opinion and customs’of those'around him. This
process of seeking out lessér gratifications is unavoidable; for,
with the previous 100 the choice was open, and those enjoy=-
ments esteemed the most desirable would naturally be selected
first. 'This fourth addition therefore gives a still less absolute
increase to happiness than the third, but the difference be-
tween its effect and that of the-third is less apparent. - We
now give a fifth addition of the means of enjoyment in another
hundred portions of the objects of wealth.,” How shall this
fifth mass be applied? 'Wants, comforts, real and unreal, e~
condary conveniences, are already supplied. A search must
be instituted for conveniences of a-still more doubtfiil nature;

and fancy and caprice begin their empire.. The fifth addition

is. still ‘less' productive of absolute increase of happiness

than the fourth; and if, in order to add to enjoyment, we

make gnother addition of another hundred portions of the ar--
ticles of ‘wealth, we- shall find that this sixth mass is still less
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ive than the fifth. Utility having been long ago gra-
?i%zg’ﬂapﬁce begins now to display itself in the mere‘c};fxngesf;
of form or quality;of the articles used, or:in the ac uisition ti(il'
the objects of mere pomp and exhibition. -.An ad mon'f?
decreasing is made to happiness by this g;xth 100 and if we
add a seventh, the effect on happiess will. be' proportionally
less; till the mere habit and pleasure of accumulation becomes
almost the sole influential motive to the acquisition. Every
hundred added is less and less productive of absolute increase
of happiness-to the possessor: but;the difference of effect of
each addition is less and less as we recede from @h.e first por-
tion and the first addition; till ‘at length an-addition vecjual in
amount to'that which allayed hunger and secured. existence
and its capacities of enjoyment, becomes a matter.ofame?e
rence. S s
ln%g-z;eis'the effect on happiness of the continued addition"of
successive portions containing equal quantities of the matter
of wealth,  The effect of the first portion is great and striking;
but every succeeding portion diminishes in effect, till all ex-
pectation of increase of comfort is i'rqlmqulshed,. a.ndv.t__;be
pleasure of the occupation, of mere habit, or of skill, that is,
the skill of despoiling (for the skill of industry is here out of
the question), supersedes the original, rational, and usefuil, mo-
tives to the acquisition of wealth, The effect of ever; suc-
ceeding portion however, -though absolutely less than that of
the portion immediately - preceding, .is constantly differing
less and less from the one betore it, till the absolgte additions
to happiness become so small, that the diﬂ'erer.lce. qf- effe.ct ];)e-.-:
tween the ninety-ninth and the hundredth portions is quite im-
perceptible. - And it must be recollected that all these conse~
quences follow on the supposition that the character /an_d car
pacities of enjoyment of the individual receiving- these addi-
tional portions remain entirely unchanged by the influence of
wealth and indulgénce—a supposition, which will be shown
hereafter to be entirely opposite to the truth. A second and .
overwhelming source of the diminution of happiness 'f:xpgcted
{from endless accessions of wealth will be brought to light; but
which being superfluous to our present argument, is not here
insisted on, = = . o [ S
We have now seen what are the additional pleasures con-
ferred on those who enjoy the united small forced masses of
wealth, abstracted from numerous contributers. If the en-
Jjoyment of the first portion which the rapacious recgives, sup-~-
pose, from the first of the 1000 contributors, is considerable, -
that, from the last of the 1000 portions, will be 'scarcely;‘p_er-:
ceived. Now it mostly happensthat the person receiving
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these 1000 portions is not in the same circumstances, is not in
-equal want, with those who contribute the 1000 portions: and
therefore even the first portion, on him, will produce a very
trifling effect in the way of pleasure, comparerf

diminishing with every portion added; the pain of the loss
remains the same to eacg forced contributor, be they ever so
extensive. The pleasures from every new portion are always
* diminishing till they become imperceptible, while the pains of
loss are the same throughout, and never decrease. Here are
already fearful odds against him who forcibly abstracts the
products of others’ labor. But all this goes on the suppo-
sition of the'first portion (if given to one in circumstances si-
milar to those of the contributors) producing an effect in hap-
piness gained by the enjoyer equal to that lost by the pro-
ducer. ~ The fallicy of this position was demonstrated in the
last section, in which it was shown that the evils of the loss,
(though abstracted by the rapacious most in need,) of the in-
dustrious producer, were as almost infinity to one when corn-
pared with the pleasures of the gain to the despoiler; the

pleasures of the gain being as nothing in the comparison. .

"The steps of our argument then are as follows, and are all
facts of universal notoriety. '

First, the evil of the loss and ifs consequences to the pro-

ductive laborer exceed in a degree very great, though not ca-
pable of being put down in numbers, the advantages of the
gain to the rapacious, #hough both were in equal want, and
though one portion only of wealth were taken from one producer.

But, second, those who forcibly seize are almost mever in
equal want with the producers: whence a second aggrava-
tion of the evils of the loss: .

Third, those who forcibly seize, take more than one portion
from one producer ; they take other equal portions from other
producers; the evil of the loss of each portion succeeding the
first remaining the same, while the pleasure of the gain is di-
minishing to infinity; whence a third aggravation of the evil
‘of the Joss. : ‘ . ,

Fourth, weshall see hereafter that, from causes inherent in the
physical and intellectual constitution of man, and in the objects
and circumstances suirounding him, the capaci){z{m- enjoyment
decreases with the acquisitions of excessive wealth (that wealth:
only being here. called excessive which is procured by any
other means than those of free industry and voluntary ex-

changes); whence a fourth aggravation of the evil of the loss.

. Let us now from these data attempt a rough numerical es-
timate of the evil of the loss of small, forced, masses of

to the pain of"
the loss. And, while the pleasure of the gain is, as we see;
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wealth, to the producers, as cognpare:d with the benefit of the
zain to him who has possessed himself of the whole. ~ Say that
the balance of pleasure lost by the productive ldborer is as
1000 to one compared to the pleasure gained by the despoiler:,
and when we reflect on the consequences to the community, as
well as the immediate feelings of the individual, in the ten-
dency to annihilate industry and social improvement over an
undefined circle, we shall rather be inclined to think this
number too low than tco high. This 1000 to one, however, is
on the supposition of the despoiler being as much in want as
the producer, which not being the case: either amongst bar-
barous or civilized despoilers (wretched common pilferers and
thieves excepted), we must double at least this 1000; for few
despoilers are not at least twice as wealthy as those from whom
they take: the evil of the loss thus becomes 2000 to one. But

" every additional portion of wealth gained by the despoiler di-

minishes in its effect on him iill that effect becomes absolutely
inappreciable, while the loss from a million of Producers' of the
same quantity is the same to the last as to the first contributor.
The aggravation of the evil from this cause will be plainly
greater or less in proportion to the number of forced contri-
butors. Say that the addition to the pleasures of the despoiler
by the last portions is as 1000 to one compared with the plea-
sure the first portion gave him: it may be more or may be
less. We must multiply then 2000 by 1000 to estimate the
evil thus increased, .and we shall find the evil of the loss to be
as 2,000,000, to one in the case of extensive forced contribu-
tions or seizures. When to all these sources of aggravation
we add the fourth, to be hereafter developed, when we find
the grasping despoiler, from the very circumstances inherent
in his acquisitions, pining in the midst of his means of enjoy-
ment and no longer capable of that easy excitement to pleasure
existing in the industrious from whom he has taken, and once
perhaps existing in himself when like them; we shall be com-

* pelled still to reduce by one half the effect in happiness pro-

duced on him by any cne of these rumerous small contribu-
tions. The proportion of two millions to which the evil had
augmented, we must still multiply by two, or double it; and
the grand ultimate result turns out to be, that the pleasure lost
by the contributor of the last portion of a multitude of' pro-
ducers is to the pleasure gained by the forcible enjoyer of it,
as four millions to one. In the use of even the fist portion
taken, his enjoyment was seen to be dimin ished as two thousand
to one. 'The dverage of his enjoyment will therefore be the
mean between 2000 and four millions, or as 1,999,000.t0 a
single unit. The unit 115 the average magnitude of the pleasure
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gained by the user of a multitude of small forced masses by
each small' contribution; the 999,000 is the comparative
magnitude of the pleasure lost by each of the forced contri-
butors. : : ‘

+ Our argument is no way concerned with the numerical ex-
actness of this calculation, It is given merely to illustrate the
principles advanced, which are altogether independent of any
such calculation. Let these proportions of enjoyment to' the
productive laborer andthe extensive despoiler, be reduced a
thousand fold, and they will be as 1,999 to one against taking
many small portions-of wealth from many to gratify one. Let
the proportion be still reduced a hundred fold, and the balanée
‘will still be nearly as20 to one against the despoiler. Continue
the’ operation and divide still these twenty by whatever number
caprice may suggest, there will still always remain some pro-
duct; some decimal of mischief, against him who forcibly takes :
and it has been already shown that justice requires that the
greater sum of happiness should be always preferred. =~ -

~ But-wherefore such concessions to injustice? - The: univer-
sal experience and feelings of all the thinking part of man-
kind, confirm  abundantly the principle of our calculations to
their fullest extent. - Be'the sum large or small, let it be'a:
pound .or a penny, of which a million are taken ‘from a mil
Lion of unconsenting productive laborers to gratify one. Does
each penny or ‘does ‘pound give as much pleasure to the en-
Jjoyer of the whole as it woild have bestowed ‘on thé indus-
trious man, if suffered to femain with him to reward and en-
courage his labor? . Does the single penny or the single pound

ive the tenth or the hundredth part of the pleasure to the

older of the million that it would have given to the producer
and owner of the'one? Who with human feelings' and of
good faith will not ‘exclaim, A thousand to one is the im-
portance of such a sum to'the industrious producer.” But if
the-comparative pleasure in each case of the industrious be so
very different, recollect that there are, by the supposition, one
million of -such cases to counterbalance the one consuming
therp 5111. - It is then as ten, or'as 100, or 1000, multiplied by
a. mlvl.hon of contributors, that we ‘must estimate the loss of
happiness by transferring these small portions of wealth from’
the million to the one. “The deduction to bé made for the in-
crease of happiness. by the union of the million in one hand
and around one system of perceptions, is trifling, not ‘as ten, -
certainly not-as 100 to one: that is to say, the holder of the"
million does not derive ten times the happiriess from the whole
million -that' the owner of the one does from that one:
Whether the involuntary contribution is a penny or a pound,
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signifies not: the principle—the comparative loss of happiness
is the same. A pound will supply a considerable mass of sub-. -
stantial comfort, or shield-off want from the productive la- -
borer. Will a pound produce the 10th, or the 100th, or the -
1000th part of this benefit-to the holder of the million, that‘lt.
does to the industrious, despoiled of the. one.. . A penny ynll
purchase a little luxury of enjoyment, fruit, sugar, &c. vividly
felt by the industrious producer. "Will this penny produce the
10th, the 100th, or the 1000th part of this v_1v1(.1 leasure to
the holder of the million pennies? The principle then re-
mains the same whatever bé the amount of the sum abstracted
from the producers of wealth. The evil may be truly said to
be as millions, almost as infinity to one; . e
‘No doubt if a million of pounds, taken from the industrious,
instead of being consumed by one despoiler; were. shaved
amongst ten, or a hundred, or amongst a thousand, egch hay-
ing #£1000, the enjoyment arising from the abstraction—the
whole smount remaining the same—would be increased !:he
more in proportion-to the division.. The evil of the suffering
however would remain exactly the same. 'The mass of enjoy-
ment on. the part of the whole of. the-despoilers, will be in~ -
creased til] their number is extended to that of the despoiled,
one.gaining exactly what the other loses—the case illustrated
in the last section. . - oo e S
In point of fact, a large sum never is or can be levied from
one individual,—the injustice would be too' palpable and fla- -
grant; while on the other hand a very. small sum- cannot be
divided amongst many, .being limited by the trouble and-ex-
pense of the collection.. The smallest .sum ‘must be so.large-
as to be worth gathering, to be felt as a gain by.the user of it,
while of course it is in-a greater ratio felt as a loss by the pro-
ducer losing it There is no gain ever so small;, worth the:
trouble of receiving, by the abstraction of which an indefi-
nitely greater quantity of happiness. is'not lost by the loser
than can be gained by the acquirer : for, let the forced object
be in itself absolutely worthless, the pain of involuntariness re--
mains without compensation to the loser, with all: the evils.of,
¢ insecurity,” resulting from it. . But; such vexation not being
worth the risk and the expense, some substantial value is al-'
wa}_'s superadded to the abstraction.. - . . P
t appears then that our. position is entirely established.-

The 11ghj;g_11ip§ of the pressure of forced abstraction, by means
of division and diffusion is a mere delusion.. Where.the de-

sire with the power, of forcible -abstraction exists, ‘thie process - -

is diffused as the producers increase, and the largest quantity
that can with prudence be withdrawnfrom each and every one -
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of them, is the only limit to the demand. The principle of

security, in its branch of voluntary transfer, once vio, ated,-

there is no other limit to oppression than the caprice of the
rapacious, whether the spoliation is supported by laws or de-
erees, or by them marked out for punishment.

SECTION 10.

The produce of 1o man’s labor, nor the labor itself; nor any
part of them, should be taken. from the laborer, without an
equivalent By HIM deemed satisfactory. The principle gf vo-
luntary exchanges admits of no exception,

THE above proposition, it will be said, is a mere consequence
of the preceding, and must be admitted by all assenting to the’
preceding statements and reasoning. Why then _putit pro-’
‘minently forward - as requiring particular development ?*
From its importance, from its immense utility, it is thus put
forward; and to afford an opportunity of bringing equally
forward and estimating the value of some objections yet unno-
ticed. Truth is Simpﬁ;, and one: falsehood is various: exag-
geration and misrepresentation assume a thousand forms, A
proposition so prolific in consequences as the above, in conse-
quences the most important to human welfare, should be ex-
amined on all sides ; and no objection, wearin ‘any appeararice
of truth or sincerity, should be left linnoticeg. i
- Certainly, if happiness be the only ultimate object that reason’.
can pursue; if. the greatest sum of happiness—internsity and
duration considered—be preferable to ‘a lesser sum; if the
only practicable mode of estimating the sum, the extent, of
this happiness is by the number of ‘well-organized ‘human
beings united together to produce it; if labor producing
wealth, the means of happiness, cannot be excited in stich -
beings without an adequate stimulus in the way of motive; if’
the most efficient stimulus that can be employed is security to
the producers in the.entire use - of what they produce; if all -
voluntary exchanges necessarily imply 2n increase of happiness
to otk paxties, while involuntary- exchanges or forced abstrac-
tions of the objects of wealth, produce at their extreme point
the disorganization of society, and in all their stages misery
incalculable; if no pretended expedients for lessening these
evils of force by division and diffusion produce in practice any
other effect than extension and multiplication ; then is it plain, -
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‘ article of the matter of wealth, the product of labor,
;l:;t :f?cgurse the labor itself, can be forcibly thhdrawrlll from
its producer with(‘)ut lessfemng the s.xém total of human happi-

and object of our pursuit. o
ne?s;giil’%rabstragﬁon is alwr;ys included in involuntary ex-
change : for suppose that eleven portions of an equivalent Tre,
given to him who deems the value of his labor to be twelve
portions, the balance, the one portion. in tl{xs case, be;wyﬁen
what is given and the estimate of the loser, is so much taken

" by forcible abstraction. Here the source of the main sophis-

to be combated under this proposition, lies. o
try‘,‘ fg‘;t()le forbid,” says hypocrisy, “that I should take away
forcibly the product of any man’s labor! I take nothing for
which I do-not give an equivalent—an equivalent infinitely
beyond the value of what I take: but the ignorant creature to
whom I give an equivalent, physical or mordl, in return for
what T draw from him, is not able to judge of what isfor his real
interest. If left to his own short-sighted views, he wo_uld'refuse
the superior good I offer him. The necessity of things com-

" pels those who have superior intelligence to make use of it for

nefit of the uninformed, the mass of mankind. ’Whyv
an provide for the inferior animals, and compel them to
those habits and modes of existence which are necessary to
their well-being ?. why, but because the intelligence of man
sapplies their-want of intelligence? In as far as the ignorant
resemble in this respect inferior animals, their interest must in
the same way be. promoted, even without their acquiescence,
by those who umderstand it.” ) L. ‘
The analogy between man and animals of inferior orde1fs,.
altogether differing from him in organization and intellectual

t

capacities, is futile and merely poetical. - The analogy between.
the conduct which man pursues towards inferior animals, and.

that which he ought to pursue towards other men censtituted
Tike. himself, is void of foundation, because the object which he:
aims at in the.one . case is diametrically opposed -to the only
rightful object which he ought to aim at in the other. The
object which man seeks in his treatment of inferior animels, is

“avowedly the happiness of man alone, without any regard to’

the. happiness of such inferior animals, except in so far as their
comforts may coincide with the: interest of man.. They are

_in the hands of man machines; like the steam-engine or the -

thrashing machine, kept clean, and bright, and strong, that
they may the better perform the purposes to which they are
directed. As the living machines can jfeel, - while the others
are insensible, every sympathetic owner of such hvmg ma-
chines takes care to remove from them all sources of discom-
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fort which are not necessary for the due performance of the
~labors imposed ‘upon them.' ‘The “infliction of such pain,
- causes, from association, pain'to the owrer; and its practice
leads to habits of cruelty, the antagonist of benevolence, which
is the basis of social virtue. Thus the service of the inferior
animal is the only direct object man has in view : the happiness
of the animal is secondary, and when incompatible with. the
first, the direct object, must always yield to it. Not so with

man in the treatment of his fellow-creatures, The only ra~

tional object here, is to promote the greatest sum of happiness
amidst the whole community of beings, the relative importance
of the agent being but as one to the whole number. = It is

plain therefore,” from the dissimilarity of the objects to. be -

aimed at, that the mode of conduct which would be rational

and appropriate in the one case, would be altogether unap- -

propriate and irrational in the other, and that no analogy can
be drawn under such circamstances, -

The next point of distinction is the utter dissimilarity
between the nature of the two orders of beings, men and
inferior animals; to-be operated- upen.  From the inferior.
organization " and * consequent inférior intellectual *capacity
of the lower animals, man must obtain by compulsion their
services, or do without them. They are not capable of
being operated upon by motives ‘of distant good addressed
to the will: scarcely could any of them be msade to com-
prehend even. the reward of food “to repay the exertions of
the passing day: the only labor they can be brought volunta-
rily to perform is what is necessary to supply their immediate

hysical wants: pressed by appetite, they seize and enjoy.

hatsoever more they may do in communities, in a state of

nature, in the domestic state, under the influence of man, they
have never been brought to act but by compulsion, or for the
immediate gratification of appetite. Who could make a horse,
for-instance, comprehend that if he did not perform -a certain
quantity-of work during the day, he would for that day be
deprived of food ? - How mighty the difference between the in-
tellectual poweér “of man and “such ‘animals ! Distarit motives

which operate ‘at- the termination, not only of a day, buta

month, a year; or the whole of lifé, can’ be made, and are
made, to influence the conduct of the least intellectual of man-
kind. ' Asman has the power, through the comprehiension-and
foresight, .of being influenced by such remote ‘motives, so has.
he the‘inclination to yield to their suggestions when proved
to be” conducive to his welfare; and his conductis never so
energetic as when it is voluntary. Those means of compulsion, .
then, which in the case of other animals we must employ, in
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the case of men ned not be employed, and ought not to be em-
ployed, so different are the organization and. constitution of
the two orders.of beings to be operated upon.. If inferior ari-

mals had such intellectual capacity that they could be operated .

upon without direct compilsion, great would be the economy
of human time and labor in so conducting them: a motive;

comprehended in the morning, would keep them at work -

duting the day. . In the case of brutes, then, it is not an ad-
vantage to man to be constraineéd to operate upon them by
msans of force and compulsion, but a very great disadvantage ;
it is not a gain, but a loss. - That system of force, vs:hlch no-
thing but necessity compels.us, and always at a serious loss,

. 10 adopt towards inferior animals,~shall we adopt it without

necessity, and where from other. causes the Joss would be so

" wonderfully enhanced, towards human beings?

The analogy from the treatment of man towards ‘inferior

" animals of a nature differing from -his, -to what his conduct

ought to be towards other human beings ' whose nature -is
exactly similar to his own, being thus disposed of; what re-
mains in the objection to our position? ‘The general fact as
to.the evils of compulsion is conceded ; but in particular cases
it is still ¢ontended that “labor or its prodiicts may be abs-
tracted when a real equivalent is given, although the producer

" may, not be able, from ignorance, to appreciate the value-of

the equivalent. It may not be always possible to satisfy the
selfish ignorance of the producer or laborer, though 100 times
a real cquivalent were offered ‘him in exchange for his labor
ar for the ‘article of wealth"it ‘had produced.” ‘In such case
we say universally, Letno exchange b.e made. The benefit ‘of
the equivalent, though real to the enlightened, will be altoge-
ther swallowed up and lost in the evil of the compulsion. -
‘We wish ‘toobtain from the inhdustrious .2 portion of his
labor, or an article of wealth the product of his labo'r. Theére
are two modes of proceeding to accomplish this desire; -com-

pulsion, -or the offer of such an equivalént as shall lead the

possessor to a voluntary transfer. In-all ordinary cases we
suppose it conceded that compulsion would be most pernicious.
‘What are the extraordinary cases:in which compulsion might

" be permitted ? It will be said, Where the equivalent is really
sufficient,. and" where the ignorance-of-one of: the parties-is -

such as to preclude him from seeing its real value.. -~ v - .

It is_desired to make an exchange.- How .is this desire.
known? by the expression of tlie wish of one of the parties. -

only?, ‘That: cannot be; for to make an exchange, the con=

currence of ‘at least two .is necessary. "Wi’thOii(;’v two.desi;‘es'
there can be no. exchange. - One desire may lead to rapine..

G
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- But the second party comes’ forward and consents to an ex-

change, provided an unyeasonable equivalent is obtained. Who
is to ascertain the unreasonableness? ~This insuperable diffi~

‘ tCﬁAP{ L

culty we pass by, and admit the claim to be really unreason-

_able. Shall the unwilling be compelled to take a reasonable
_equivalent? The evils of forcible abstraction have "been

_ pointed out. Until the possessor or laborer is satisfied, the

abstraction is forcible, for so muck, as to him: and the usual

! evils of force will follow. What are the benefits in this ‘case,

. poison. . Now, it is

| to counterbalance these evils? The allowed superior real

value of. the equivalent forced upon him. Involuntariness
will deprive it of all its value, and turn its blessings into
clear that if there be in the natire of

things any mode by which the use of the really supetior equi-

. valent can be transferred to the unreasonable bargainer with-

: Qut_,Ai,I;currinf the evils of force, of forcible abstraction, that

* mode should be pr
. stmply in enlightening the mind of the unreasonable. . Theun-
" 'reasonable has_intellectual capacity equal to that of him who

be pursued. That mode does exist, and consists

..kindly wishes him to take a superior e;luivalént, or he has not.

_If the capacity be equal, the benefit o
., is supposed to be a real benefit—can be surely demonstrated
- to him. If his capacity be inferior, the advantage of supe-
. riority of intellect is supposed to be on the side of reason ; and

_bability overwhelming that such superior intell

the exchange—which

in-such case is not persuasion certain? Nay, is.not the pro-
igence  could

. make even unreasonable, and very unreasonable, exchanges,

- .appear reasonable to the inferior in understanding ? No doubt

" that reason, prompted by interest—for in all free exchanges

‘the interest is reciprocal—could effect this. Why is it mot

-then universally employed? To save the zrouble of showing

. he truth, to those who by the supposition are in possession-of .

~_it,. and of superior intelligence too, to explain and demonstrate

‘it. - What possible reason is. there why all the evils of force

. should be suffered in order to save trouble, the trouble of
.. persuasion,

to those who are in possession of the truth? What

s this trouble? what is the amount of it? where are to be

‘found the constituents of this evil, of this trouble of persuasion?

. Is persuasion unamiable or uninstructive? Is persuasion, by

»..tions.of

unfolding the truth, and showing the real qualities and rela~

aings,, and the real consequences immediate and re-
_mote of actions, less instructive to %un who persuades. than-to
Ihim' o whom the persuasion is addressed ? *Tis impossible to
- say to which of the parties it is most. useful. . Tothe ignorant

it gives knowledge and happiness by teaching hiin his real in-

terest, and inspires him with  the p easurable féeling of grati-

Seer. 10.]  Labor must receive it full Equivalent. 88

‘tude for the-benéfits re¢eived. . To the intelligent it affords an.
-opportunity. of exercising and improving his talents, leads him

~ 'to gentleness and benevolence, and supersedes the inclination
-to, violerice and injustice. . Thus.does this pretended:trouble,
+this: scarecrow, turn out, on examination,- to be a real benefit,
a benefit which wisdom would irivent, if nature had not pre~
-scribed it. " So triumphsnt, on an accurate analysis, are: found
:the benefits of reason, of persuasion, .of gentleness, so.fatal the
ceffects-of compulsionand violence, that even the very:.evils,
falsely said to flow. from an undeviating adherence.to. justice,
-zare found to be blessings.. It is. proved that.mo -evil: effect
sarises from deferring exchanges until bot% parties exchanging
.are satisfied with the equivalents they receive. . The immense
‘majority of exchanges, without which social intercourse;could
:mot be carried on;: nor human life scarcely supperted, are: V
‘tirely voluntary; -without: which voluntariness; no object of
+wealth could be produced; norhappiness ensue therefrom. . On
.all ordinary. occasions, - there ‘could be no question in-any Te-

- flecting .mind that an-involuntary exchangeis a sort of contra~

-diction in-terms, and that one party to-an-exchange has an
~equal. right o be satisfied with the other. . But as the univer-
-sality of this principle:-would altogethei eradicate all pretended
«right of force; all eneroachments of injusticey an .extreme .case
of undouhted wisdom ‘and benevolence on the p_a',r‘.tv of one of the
-exchiangers, and of ignorance: and selfishness on the ,p,af,t, ofthe
tother, has been: put:forth. /It has ‘been. shown- how -uiterly
: ngpund_lessls the ‘demand for the:émployment of force even. in
rthis:case; that reason is:the appropriate: Jinstrument to: effect
:such' exchanges, and- that the process by which.it operates is
e p‘{zlly useful torall parties: ‘Will it be said that a great deal
<of ‘time may be lost in effecting-such persuasion:?. that; while
~reason is-'working its'way;: all the benefits of such.exchanges’
vare lost to:both’ parties? -Is: it mecessary. still -to reply;: th :
vthe ‘actual and practical benefits-of such. pretended (,ex,ci;ang'

cie T e . . - 4
- are imaginary?- that the question is not, what good they would

ido if occurring:between:parties: inclined :to. the transfer be-
“canse- aware -of :its-advantages,, but between: parties:o!
~whom denies the value-of the:equivalent and:whose di clina

- tionwould mullify all:its pretended benefits 2 that where,:as.in
~all- ordinary exchenges, there isa real equivalent, that e iva~
“lent is - universally seen and'acknowledged ?- that in:all cases
 where:effort is required to.convince one of the parties, ;there
“must be great doubt-and ‘uncettainty: as to the. assumed bene-
+fit? ‘that men:are -ordinarily: clear-sighted :as. to.what. affeets

. “theit interests 7 and that-if the use of compulsion were-in an

) ,.-scase%jpgtiﬁalﬁle,. it-would.be just.in ¢hat.case where lﬁls ‘h',ot

@ 2

i
1
i




84 " Natural Laws of Distribution. [Cuar L.

used, where the reciprocal benefit of the exchange is clear and
undisputed ? -and that it becomes manifest from all these cir-
cumstances, that nothing but a secret consciousness of the in-~
sufficiency of the equivalent can ever induce a rational being to
‘put in & plea for the enforcement of exchanges of labor, or of
its products, by compulsion ? . ‘

Behold the benefit, the inappreciable benefit, of the unzver-
sality of the principle of voluntary exchangTres, of exchanges
deemed satisfactory equally by both parties | It operates as a
simple and all-sufficient check to arrest force, fraud, or injus-
tice, in any-shape, under the guise of exchange; it necessitates
the exercise of intellect and benevolence ; and there is not in
the nature of things any other check to be substituted for it.
Allow: in one instance the principle of force instead of that of
persuasion in the effecting of exchanges, and where will you
stop? - The same judgment, the same power, that compels
one exchange, may compel another, and another, till all is
caprice on ithe one hand, and pining of industry on the other.
- An infallible judgment would be necessary to enforce none
- but useful exchanges; while the enforcement even. of such en-
tirely useful exchanges, would dissipate the good effects ex-
pected from them. On the principle of voluntary exchanges,

is the equivalent offered by either of the parties unsatisfactory .

to the other, though really useful to him?' What stronger
motive canbe conceived for the exercise of the mental powers
“of the party wishing the exchange? In order to succeed in
his object, to get the equivalent desired, he must persuade :
in order to persuade, he must cultivate his own reasoning
powers, he must study the disposition, the mind, of him whom
he wishes to convince: he will show the uses to which the
equivalent may be applied ; ‘he will communicate knowledge

in order to excite a counter-desire to his own to get the ex~',

change effected. . He will also study the,fzelings of him Wwhom
he wishes to persuade ; he will neither do nor say any thing
revolting or offensive, he will seek to soothe and to please him,

and will thus learn the habit of conciliation and kindness; and

what interest first prompted, habit will confirm. = Exchanges,
leading man out of himelf, ‘thus become the parent of benevo-
lence as well as of intellectual cultute. The utility of the
check to injustice from the universality of the voluntariness of

exchanges, proceeds as much ffom its extreme simplicity as

frofn its universal application.. Who so igfiorant,’ so devoid

of understanding, as not to know without the possibility. of .

error; when the  industrious is satisfied with the’ equivalent

- offered hirm for his: labor ot its produ¢e? Who can effect.a

- mistake on this head ? . Without voluntariness, the equivalent

P
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is not delivered, Where force is .excluded  till both partiés

- are satisfied, there is o act done. Tis the plainest of human

transactions. How much unlike the opposing system. of com-
pulsion, forcing a real equivalent | Where is here the check?

 Where is here the simplicity?. Check, there is none: for the

unsatisfied party, being ignorant, is mute; or, if complaining,
-{s not listened to. - The will, the unrestrained will of one of the

P

interested parties is the rule; and that will must be influenced

by the varying speculations of his mind as to the fitness of the-

-exchange for those,on whom in every case it.is proposed to
force it. - And with a volition secured from the control of any
‘other motives than those arising from its own views of its.ownt
isolated and exclusive interest;. what mortal ever continued: to
judge rightly, to act with justice? What less than omnisci-
‘ence ‘can penetrate the fitness that is to square with. the:cir--
cumstances of others, to know their varying feelings and
wants? - What mortal could ‘undertake, what mortal could
conceive,.a task, so complex, so inscrutable? If voluntariness
or mutnal satisfaction be the extreme point-of simplicity, com=

. pulsion is surély its opposite, the extreme point of complexity

and confusion. " . S S _

- Here nature supported by the clearest deductions of reasen,
presents to ‘our hands a check to .all injustice :in ‘matters of
wealth, s0 clear, so simple, so effectual, that nothing can'be
wished beyond it. - Why then search for arbitrary and artifi-
cial checks. to restrain the operation of that frand and force
which we voluntarily permit, when we sanction any departure-
from the ‘strict rule of justice, the mutual and complete satis-
fiiction of both of the parties- making exchanges? . No. other
check can be devised : for if it-be said that the progress of
reason, and consequently of morality, will ultimately show the-

one party, judging for both, the real comprehensive interest of -

both in‘opposition to the supposed immediate. interest. of ‘the
one; what should prevent the dissenting party from bejng
equally accessible to. the influence of reason- and the acquisi-.
tion of morality? Nay, by the supposition, the dissenting party.
will bie more liable tothe influence of reason ; for the exchange.
being’ really.for his benefit, and the other party anxious to/ur=
fold the truth, the real. operatio‘n.of,.tbe excliange ;. is . itmnot
certain that such:a real Interest must be soon understood
‘Whiereas, in the case of the party exclusively wishing forsuch
exchange, there is a constant témptation of immediate interest:
to iisjudge in his own favor, the powér, being vested in his
own harids of ‘déciding for the .interest. of both. himself:and.
anotlier.” Where the-equivalent is a real one-and-ought to be
mutually satisfactory, there is no place for the inflaence of
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reason on’ the mind of him who is already satisfied ; but' the
constant ‘probability, nay certainty, is, that-the principle of

compulsion once established,; the influence of reason ‘on the-

niind so. circumstanced, under no necessity of cultivating it,
would be gradually diminishing instead of increasing, till it
would befinally proscribed as a useless labor, and force under -
the 'guidance of caprice would be omnipetent. -

~-Jt will not surely be said that, though none of the objects of
wealth, the. products:-of labor,. should be taken from the pro-

ducer without an equivalent. by him deemed 'satisfactory, .-

thou‘gh his labor should be respected equally with its produets,

and for it also a satisfactory -equivalent should be given;. get a.
uce,

part, a small part of either of these, of labor or its. pro

may without injury be forcibly abstracted, though the produ~.

cer may not be satisfied with the equivalent given.

"It is 'solely with the view. of leaving nothing in the-wé.y of.

objection,.of difficulty, unremoved, that such positions asithese-
are noticed. .Captious and absurd as they may appear when,
brought to the touchstone of reason, positions much more un=.
reasonable have been admitted as truths, and have been very:
influential, and are very influential in human affairs. - Man-.
kind have:hitherto acted, arnd .from the necessity of their na-

- ture they must act in . order. to exist, very much at random.:

Until the circumstances in which various communities. found:
themselves placed necessitated a variety of experiments in so-.
cial existence,- in social habits and institutions; it -was.impos=.
sible'to know;: to foresee, . to: predict, the consequences,. the

r00d-or the -evil effects; which such combinations might pro-:
duce, In defect of this.experience on moral subjects, as of facts.
and experiments in physical matters, men necessarily- substi-.
tuted - speculation ‘and: theory for that experience. and -those:
facts which were wanting to them.  For the last two-or three;
thousand-years,-however, population diffusing itself over the
whole globe, facts have been accumulated; experiments have
been made; and .almost -every possible. forfuitous combination.
of maxims, habits, and ' institutions, have. in “various districts
and regions been produced by the contending. interests: and:

the more-or:less limited views of those who formed them. '

The.result has been as might have been expected. - An jm-
mense mass-of :errors have been committed, : producing: more
or less of misery, as counteracted-more or-less by favorable
gircumstances, -or by institutions. of .an .opposite tendency.
From a recurrence of. these experienced evils, mankind will at
least be guarantied, as soon as the public mind can be exer-
cised on-the data before it: and when we ‘consider the wide-

spreading misery which unwise institutions have produced
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oh successive ages, and the successions of happy bein‘g\s_"
31111‘;1;1011:& for them Eﬁght have lived, we shall riot estimate at
a low.price such a benefit. Once entered on the ¥i ht course, -
and warned by expérience, mankind will thenc orward be-
occupied in devising expedients the best calcu]_ateq to,p;‘gduce ;
the greatest sum of happiness, ar.ranged calimly wmh_’jgl‘us sole :
object in, view, instead of shrinking from each ot}}gr s attacks
and oppressions, the _oﬁ'spri,ng»‘of ignorange ar.xd., lll-reg?ulated
passions. The career of social improvement is Immense, €o-_
extensive with that of physical discovery. *Tis notto be sup-
posed that the mere removal of obstacles will all at once pro-
duce the perfection of social happiness, any more than that the |
discovery of the right mode of philosophizin, from observa- .
tion and experiment, can all at once lead to the unfolding of -
all the physical secrets of nature. T,h.e‘ man even now. lllye;,
who first established the principle of utility, or the production -
of the greatest possible quantity of human happiness, as the '
paramount object of universal morality. ‘We are not to won-"
der therefore that while, hitherto, in the great majority jo:f :
cases, the practice of injustice has not been eemed to require.’
any justification, the reasons for its exercise, when tl}rgugh
condescension given, should be found inapplicable and pus :
riles | C .
%A part of the produets of labor or of labor 1tse1fmay be:
taken away without a satisfactory equlvalent.” ] What Teason.
will justify the abstraction of orie part, that will not justify
another part and another, till the . whole art:.lcl_e of w‘gealght‘,‘ or
the whole day’s labor, .is taken by compulsion? If an hour
why not a day, if a day why not a month,’if a month why not
a'year, if a year why not the whole life, provided ‘it suits the
interested views of those who demand such unre lllte(‘i'abst.lfa,q-"ﬁ
tions?  If a pint of grain be forcibly’ taken, that is to say,
without a satisfactory equivalent,. for a trifling “object, why-
should not a bushel be .claimed where the object is more im-"
portant, or, a hundred bushels where the urgency of j:}}e case,
in the mind of the claimant, requires it? 'The same principle,
the partial view, of utility of one of the coniracting. parties,
that would justify the abstraction of one atom of the products
of labor or of one momient of laborious toil, would justify the
forcible abstraction of any portion of them. ~No matter that
the abstraction’ demanded is small in one case; the amount’
gained is equally trifling in that same case ; while the sense of’
Insecurity remains as great in'the small case as in the large.
No matter that this small portion goes with other decimal por-
tions to produce an aggregate of apparently great enjoyment
for.one individual, 'I%ﬂs’ contrivance, it has been shown, only.

.
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diffuses the mischief, while it very partially increases the en-
joyment, . the increase always diminishing with every added
portion; while the pleasures of sympathy and benevolénce

arising from the voluntary transfer of a small gift, are altoge- .

ther annihilated. Would you reduce the portion for forcible
abstraction or forcible exchange, solow as to make the loss
inappreciable ? all the discomiort of the involuntariness re-
mains, while the cost of the collection would be move than the
value of the acquisition. Make all these small exchanges or
small contributions voluntary. Holdout motzves to the minds
of the contributors to make an offering of these same small im-
palpable portions; what a difference In the effect! Instead of
the deadening effect of force, the cheering influence of voluri-
tary exertion for a useful.purpose is spread widely around.
Instead of the alarm and relaxation of industry arising from
insecurity, renewed energy of reproduction is produced to pro-
vide the means of gratifying on future-occasions similar useful
propensities. Instead of the fear and distrust and malevolence

engendered by the exercise of force, confidence and kindness

spring up under the benign sway of persuasion. :

" One strange etror still remains opposed to the very simple
proposition at the' head of this section of 'our argument. A
notion is very prevalent that the products of labor, and labor
wtself, are very dissimilar in their nature, and entitled to very
different portions of regard. Articles of wealth and the
wealthy are universally looked upon with complacency, while
those who have accumulated nothing, who have mere capacity
to labor, are regarded with indifference, with aversion. Wealth
and poverty, that is to say, wealth and the producers of wealth;
are contradistinguished from each other, are regarded as at

irreconcileable hostility. To protect wealth to its possessors,”

every expedient is devised : to protect that productive energy
which ‘called wealth into being, is deemed superfluous; nay,”
every where, even, are systematic combinations made to' con-
trol the free exercise of labor. Many therefore, who freely

admit, nay who maintain, that no atom of any article of wealth, -

the product of labor, should, under any pretext, be taken from

its possessor without an equivalent by him deemed satisfac-

tory, have as fiercely maintained. that labor, the productive

spring of wealth, might be abstracted from its possessor, with- -

out a satisfactory equivalent.

"It is presiuned that no one who has proceeded thus far in -
these pages, could bé influenced. for a moment by the sophis--
_try of such pretended distinctions. Shall we respect themere -
Japconscious, inanimate matter which labor has produced, and
“shall we not.more respect the persevering hand guided by the -

FR
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intelligent mind that produced it? -Take away from the ¢ost-
Hest article, silk, purple, or gold, the labor emiployedin their
production; and what are they worth? ~Of no human use,‘as
articles of wealth, are the unwrought materials. -If it required

“ o labor to appropriate them, though éver so useful, like the

alr or the water, they would be of no exchangeable value. ' *Tis

“labor that makes them what they are. Labor is that ingre-

dient which turns the otherwise useless ‘matérial‘S' Sdsiftte):'i?;(l
‘abroad by nature, inio the means of happiness to man.’ -Itis

‘labor alone that gives them their value and currency as articles

‘of wealth, Without it, if they weie ever so uséful=—and there

*i§ no article of wealth more useful than the light which enz-
bles us to distinguish every article around us-—~they would nét

be rioticed as articles of 'wealth. ' These articlés are respected
by thejudicions, only in, as far as they embody‘and represent

"skill and labor, and as they tend; in the use, to promote hu-
. mian happiness. - When we-value an ‘article of wealth; it isin

fact the labor concentrated in its fabrication and in'the finding
or rearing of its natural material, that we éstiniate. - What
miore absurd, therefore, than to pretend to respect wealth pro=

*Tis admiring Milton’s® Paradise Lost, and at the same time

affecting to despise the intelléct that imagired it. <~-s . 5
Again—for what reason is it that the free. disposal of the

products of labor must be respected, for which we should not

morality, and bappiness, require equally that labor and its
products should be shielded from all force or involuntary ex-

. change. Take away what labor as produced, or anticipate .

and seize on, as it.were. beforehand, what labor is abouz:to
produce : where is the. difference in the operation ?. wheré the-
difference in the pernicious effects? If any,.the. difference
would be in favor of. seizing the products -after.production
‘rather than anticipating them, because the relaxation. of. the
producing industry is avoided where the products.already
exist, and the effect of discouragement would be -only against
Juture productions. But where the labor is compelled, the

duced by labor, and to ‘disdain’ the labor that produced. it?

also respect the free disposal of lador dtself? Reproduction, .

product itself to be seized upon is raised and -completed with
diniinished energy. - We deprecate the forcible seizure of ‘an -
article of wealth, not for any evil, anyill effect, to be produced::
on 'the article itself, ofi the inanimate object, but for the evil:to-:
beproduced on the 'int@lligent agent, on the mind of the pro- -
ducer. The article itself is not.necessarily-injured, is equally *
capable-of use whetheér transferred voluntarily or involuntarily; -
but the alarin, the sense of insecurity;- the discouragements of
fiiture’ production,” the disinclination -to labor -which ‘is de--
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ftaﬁded of its reward, are produced equally by compelling:las:*

bor, ‘or seizing, or giving an unsatisfactory equivalent for, .its .

products. = The injurious -effects on the mind of the indus-,
trious, limiting future production and producing other moral, .
as well as these economical, evils—which are the only points .
to be regarded—are the same whether labor or its products |

are attacked ; and the products of labor can'in no casebe con- -
sidered but as the representatives of labor itself. The dead
material is nothing: the active mind .and hand arethe sole
objects, in our present point of view, of. philosophical .and :
moral regard. Under what pretext could I demand that.
the labor of any human being should be forcibly directed to.-
my benefit, that could not be equally pleaded by that person.:
in demand of the unrequited benefit of my labor? Further on, '
it. will be pointed out how very inconsiderable are the effects
on production and happiness, of the wealth absolutely aceu-
mulated in any society, - compared with the powers of future
production of that same soeiety. ' ) o

. The universality of the principle of the freedom and volun-
tariness of exchanges.being established, it will be incumbent
on those who .pleag in any case for a departure from the rule,..
to demonstrate particular, benefits from the departure in that
case, preponderant over the general benefits of the rule.

S’ECTION 11

The materials of . wealth, the products of labor, should be ‘so-.

© - distributed, as to accomplish the double object of prometing .
. the: utniost. possible EQUALITY. of enjoyment -and the utmoss..

- possible PRODUCTION ; that is 10 say, o as. to promoté. the..
-utmost possible -equality -of distribution consistent with secu=

" rity s security -alone.calling forth the complete developmenit of

every. useful human energy, physical and intellectual, - . .

As it hasbeen attempted, it is hoped ‘successfully, to demon
strate,. that all well organized human beings are capable,
similar, treatment, of enjoying .equal portions :of happiness,
particularly of that species of .lgmppines,s which. arises:-from the .
use-of articles.of -wealth, and that of course the happiness.of:
the greatest number. of such similarly. constituted beings must.,
be constantly preferred. to the happiness of any smaller num- .
ber,, when. found-~which . under wise . arrangements, would

scarcely €ver'-be the case—incompatible with each other; it -

. with the incre
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_ wqqld seém to.follow that it should be our. object to promot,eﬂ_

equally the happiness of all without any distinction of persons, ,
and.that equality of happiness should be the: object aimed ats,
For.if they be all. equally. capable of enjoyment,. why. give.
more. . to one. than another?” If. this, system- of. absolute,
equality were consistent with production,. it oaght to.be.uni-;
versally adhered to. = ‘Successive portions. of wealth. .diminish .
in their, power .of producing happiness when added to; the.

same individual’s share: but when divided amongst many in-. .

vals, the productive power :of each portion is wonder-,
ully increased, though the, glitter of. the effect may niot be so,
apparent... The demand of justice would .seem then,to .be,
that the -mass of wealth of the society should be divided :in.
equdl portions aimongst its members. . ool Vo
.This argument: would be irresistible were not Zabor neces
sary for .the production,, for the existence, .of wealth,.. Thi
circumstance introduces'a limitation to equality : which. limi=
tation however must be. guarded within, the strictest limits .of;
its:proper end.. Wherever eguality does not lessen. production, -

it should be the sole object pursned: . Wiherever.it: decreases.
really useful production, (that which is attended with prepon-.

derant good to. the producers,) it saps its own existence, and.
should cease. - Let us illustrate this limit, which nature seems;
to have -placed in.the way of. the wide wish.of beneficen

the impartial hand of justice., . G e

. Suppose any. article, now: an article of wealth.because:
object of: desire and requiring :labor. for.: its production, .suc
as’’ wheat,. .or ‘sugar, -or; hats, were  produced,: by -the ‘me-,
chanism.. of nature or by any -other means; independent,
human effort.: suppose.it ta be produced, not like air,or
light, .superabundant .for..the wants of all, ‘but in such: qua
tities as would give. a. limited. supply.to, each.individual in.the;
community, . Suppose :that the supply -increased. 1

he ncrease,of population, without any rexertion.
a._ny}gm,qfathat population,  but. never: to. that:extent to
anabundance to all that wanted. : ‘Water. and. air; and If
are; useful. articles, .as, useful, or- more useful,:
wheat or sugar .or has : but.though they.are not for f

. any way. . dependant jon. human co-operation:for. thei
they exist,in such excess as.not' to.afford. the:means,

g with the increase of population,
human effort,. as, if. equally; divic

éﬁeeg&eaﬂ& withou

afford one hat or two hats. to évery.individual in the. commi=

nity for his yearly consuniption..” What distribution  of. these
hats will produce in the:‘consumptiqn.,‘ the - greatest: possible

lustration, ., Suppqse;t}ilén:;such:a;».qggnuty of
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* quantity of happiness?  Shall we give three or four, or.ten
“or tweénty hats every year to some individuals, and leave
others without aniy hat to wear, exposed to the changes-of

the weather, the moisture,’ cold, and the fervors of the sum--

mer’s sun? Theoivner of the additional number—exchanges
being out of the guestion=—could derive no benefit from his
‘superfluity, butthe gratification of the childish vanity of the
constant newness of the article he wore, say a new hat every
month, If the enjoyer of the twelve hats in the year were of
a well-regulated intellect and ‘acquainted with the pleasures of
“sympathy, he would feel infinitely more pain or discomfort in

“the contemplation of the evils suffered by those whose share :

of hats he used, and of course left unprovided, thani he could -
feel pleasure of vanity from the use of thé additional unne~
_céssary hats. ' But, be this as it may, let.all the gratification
vhich ighorant selfishness can picture to itself as avising from
guch a’cause, be felt by the possessor of the many hats, what
is the amount of the additional good gained to him, in com=
parison- to the good lost (or evils endured) by those com-
“pelled to forgo the use of those hats?. "There are no limits
to the consequential evils that may arise to the health, inde--
pendent of the daily disreputableness and discomfort, of those
who ‘are compelled to do without hats. - The question there-
fore will admit but of one answer. ' An entire equality should
be preserved in the distribution of such articles, as every de-
parturé therefrom trenches immediately upon happiness,
adding nothing to the gainer-in comparison to what it takes
dway Tromt him from whom the article is withheld. ~Strict
equality is'the invariable rule of justice .and benevolence.
Were the article, yearly showered down, or- otherwise with-
.out” labor obtained, wheat, or sugar, or any other useful
Because agreeable substance’; (if followed by no counteracting’
ill effects) the rule would be the same, absolute .equality : of
distribiition. - Were ‘the free unearned.supply of wheat or
sugar sufficient for a day’s, a month’s; or s’ year’s-supply of
food, or of the sweétener of food, to every individual'in the
éommunity, it would be found on analysis, that in every case,
be the quantity, largé or small, so as to-be within the limits’
&f superflitity, -equality of distribution would- produce -the
greatest sum of happiness. - If the supply of unearned: wheat
were sufficient’ to ‘give but one: day’s consumption- to “every
consumer in the community, évery-one ought to-enjoy theone
. day; rather than the half or any smaller number should enjoy
many days; for the capacity for enjoyment being: the same;
aiid neither having. acquired by labor any property in the ar-
ticle, thiere is no possible rénson why'two or more portions of
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happiriess, or the means of happiness, should be given to the
one at the expense of his neighbour. "Were wheat an object
of desire and of rarity, as in this case it would be, the person
using it -for thirty successive days, or using- thirty times the

quantity, would not (all other things being equal) derive as

much enjoyment therefrom as_thirty consumers of single
shares; for. each of them would enjoy the novelty of the ac-
quisition, while every portion after the first would be more
and'more losing this quality, and be growing indifferent to the
consumer of the thirty shares. The mere physical enjoyment
of eating, of the thirty, moreover, would be enhanced by the
pleasure of sympathy in the contentment of ‘thosé” around
equally enjoying; while the enjoyment of the single consumer
.of the thirty shares would be dimini§he_d almost to nothing
by the envy and ill-will of those deprived of equal shares. If
there were no other food to be substituted for the wheat during
the day,. that one or more were deprived of their portions for
the benefit of others, . the evil would be extreme:- but to. put

the most favorable case for inequality, we have supposed the "
supply of wheat to.be -a. mere treat; a better sort of food, &

_species of luxury, -as it would be to Irish laborers or West

India slaves. ' As long as the article is in such quantity as to

be divisible into shares. capable of giving palpable enjoyment,
the whole sum of happiness will be increased by the equality
of distribution. = Were the article sugar instead of wheat, or

2’ mere article of luxurﬁ, procured ‘in- any limited quantity
the.

without human effort, effect would be the same,—dimi=
nution of happiness would always arise from inequiality of dis-
tribution. -When a luxury becomes multiplied #nd many
_shares are given to one person, it saon ceases to be to him .

Iuzury, it becomes a mere necessary, . not a necessary of nature,.

but of pure convention, and with thirty times the quantity he
frequently, from sated appetites, enjoys less than the con-
sumer of the one, to whom that share is a luxury. - Therefore

“in all cases, whether of luxuries or necessaries, wherever la-
bor has. not been used in the production, equality must be .
observed in-the distribution in order to producé the largest

. sum~total of happiness. . S = .
. But, in.all those cases in which wealth is the article to be

distributed,. labor is necessary for its production ;—Ilabor in

searching for; labor in capturing or tending, labor in separat-

_ing, labor: in fashioning. and preparing, as applied to. pearls,

jewels, and.other precious stones, to domestic or wild animals,
to extracting ores, saccharine or other juices, to the fabricating
of all manufactures. In some shape labor must be applied to an
 article of use or mere desire, in order to constitute it @n article

EN
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“of ‘wealth ;- and  without labor there is no wealth. In the
"mere effort of seizing and appropriating what had'before been
“seized and appropriated by no one, as in taking water from-a
“common well,. it is the application of labor alone that turns
‘that’ into property which before belonged tono’oste. - Labor
‘therefore, as before proved, is the universal parent of wealth.

"~ Having found out this ingredient which seéparates thosé ob-
‘Jects of desire and utility, whick are called wealth; from all
“other objects of use or- desire to which' the term wealth is
'not ‘applied ;' let us suppose  another case to be*put abreast of
:hg Preceding case’ of wheat, sugar, hats, obtained withouit
‘a‘jré““' :‘ . EE e e - v P . . i

" We niow suppose an ‘equal: quantity of wheat, sugar; hats,

. “to'be produced every year that ‘were obtained ‘spontanepusly

“before. ' “The same guantity of all these ‘articles is every year
‘at ‘the disposal of the community; but the yearly labor of
“one-half} or some other portion, of the community has been
“employed in ‘producing them, in seeking for their materials,
‘extracting and fashioning ‘them.* Shall we in the distribu-
j_‘tio‘n"g’f‘&'ese‘ .articles” follow ‘the'same rale’ of equality and
“impartiality that we advocatéd before? - “Will an' equal distri-
“bution of thése articles, obtained by means of labor, tend to
+*produce the greatest possible 'quantity of happiness, -as it
“would have done in the case'of those same aiticles: when ob-
tained ‘yearly without any labor of ‘any individual? -+ *+
" Every one sees that a méw law of distribution must here be
‘introduced. "Every. orie sees ‘that ‘the blessings of equality
“cantiot in" this' case be obtained without ihjury, -without pro-

- ‘dukcing unpleasant ‘feelings arid emotions, ‘to-those whose ex-

" clisive labor "has been employed in'the production of the ar-
‘ticles in question. THe “industrious, whose timé -has  been
“occupiéd, whose mental ‘and corporeal powers have' been re-
“spectively on’ the stretch, to produce these ‘articles with the
. view of adding to their own c¢omforts, stand forth and claim
“as ‘their~own, as_#heir properdy, ‘what ‘their labor-aloné has

“rhade what it is, distinguishable from the unappropriated and

~unwrought articlés around them. - To take from them what-
their arm guided by their mind has produced, is like'taking
“from:them a part of themselves. It repréesents-and exhibits

“in"“a palpable form their superiority ' to the unthinking, the . -

“improvident, the indolent. " The miotivé t6'their éxertion ‘was
‘ the use of - the "articles 'to"be  produced ;- and the free iise im-
“plies the "power “of frée disposal. “Ts it -useful to’ encotirage
+this~ claim: of right, " this  notion of ~exclusive property; on
* things dppropriated and formed by labor? - Without the ac-
“knowledgment -of this' right; it - would " be evidently- folly - to
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* produce them at all. ' Without it they would cease. to be pro-
* duced. “As soon therefore as a new supply of articles springs
"up that are produced by labor, a new law of distribution, or
& modificition of the old law of equality as applied toarticles
‘ot produced by labor, must be devised. 'The one sét of ar-
“ticles ‘will be produced to-all eternity, though' no labor be
“ exerted in‘producing them': “the other exist by labor, and de-

rive all their value, as articles of wealth,” from the -laber
* bestowed upon them. This new law, rule, or suggestion of
* wisdotn therefore is, as before established, « Seciire t6 the' pro-

- ducer the;free use of whatéver his labo? has produced.” ‘Hete

“‘then’ is a new rule of ‘action, apparently antagonizing with
*the formeér rule of equality, counteracting it in all cases where
“ Jabot is employed in producing an article of usefulness real or
" supposed. ' ' R
o ple)\‘nia/c shall we do then? shall we renounce the ‘blessings
“of ’équality as ideal, and not applicable to-that real“s:tatg'of
“things “atféndant on ‘human associations? By no-means.
" Fiist, the rule" of equality must always be followed where no
« Jabor-is émployed im'the production.  Second, Wherever o de-
* ‘parture is made (which ought scarcely ever, if ever, to Sccur)
*from the principle of * securing to every one-the free use'of
" his labor and-its products,” that departure should alwajs be
in_fuvor of equality ; niot. to increase ‘the necessary and’w
" avoidable evils of inequality. - R
*  Wisdom and justice then:looking forward-to- enjoyment,
“and to production as the necessary means.of ‘enjoyment, ‘ad-
" mit in its fullest extent the claim of the industrious to the ex-
" clusive 1ise of “the produce of their industry. ‘Is- this 'admis-
* ‘siofi ' hardship on the rest of the society who' have fiot pro- -
. dirced, from want of foresight, from want of skill, from want
* of strength, from want of activity ? ~ Must the rule of equality -
-and ‘all its incredse of enjoyment be given up in favor'of the
*"producer, and must the non-p dducers be left destitute while
the prodacers have'an'excess? " .. T T 70
" The 'producers have'.an’ excess, that is to say, have more
““than " their’ own ' iminediste 'gratification. demands. Absolute
" equality in the distribution of articles produced by labor, that
“is to-say-of articles of wealth (meading always labor by com-
- petition; .the ordinary mode of labor of all societies), is‘im-
tacticable; or if practicable. would, under the system of indi-

*vidual competition, be unwise. -A’s absolute equality in $uch

" articles'is, out. of the question, the next object of wisdom'and
‘ benévolence is to make as near an zﬁvpro‘gzqﬁ’ as possible o eque-
. 1ity, as riear as'is consistent with the greatest production.

*** "The ‘produtets have an‘excess.” “What'is to'be done with

.
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this, excess?. . The . improvident, -the’ non-producers wan's
How are they to obtain? Here a third principle, - that of

. ¢ yoluntary exchange,” presents itself, which reconciles all

the. apparent contrarieties of equality and security. This

 pringiple, steadily pursued, leads to the ttmost practicable
_equality, is a branch of security, necessitates the greatest

production of the objects of wealth, and thus’ ensires the
greatest mass of happiness. . = | o ,
The non-producers.want. They want, because .they have

been. -unemployed while the industrious were producing an. -
o (=]

excess beyond their own immediate wants. ~If not absolutely
idle, they have been comparatively unindustrious, because the
producers have found the means to exist, as well as the non-

. producers,. while their skill and labor were perfecting for use

some una}gpropriated materials. The non-producers want ;.

. but they_have. nothing to give in exchange, nothing in the

shape of wealth. . What is wealth but labor concentrated in

an article .of desire ? The non-producer has not. zow this;

but, as long as he has labor and faculties, he has the means
of producing it, he has that which alone gives it its value,
which makes it what itis: the fountain of wealth, of property

. is within him. The. non-producer has two modes, apparently
different, :but in reality the same, of procuring from the pro--

ductive laborer the excess of his industry. - He iay either.put

his Iabor under the direction of the producer; the owner, of '

the article he:wants; unti he gives him an equivalent in labor;
or he may..apply his labor himself to the searching for, or
preparation of, some article which the owner may deem a sa-
tisfactory equivalent. In both cases it is evident that the re-
turn which the laborer gives is the same. In neither case can
either he or his ‘employer create any material thing: all that

.they can do is tofind it out, and mould it or put it in a way of
being operated upon by natural influences chemical, vegetative, -

and so forth. “Working for an employer, his labor superadded

to the article, land, wood, cotton, &¢. given him to work upon, .

is the.only addition or change made in or to that article, ‘Work-
ing for himself on the same material, dnd bringing that ma-

. terial when wrought as an.equivalent, the process is exactly'

the same. - Labor, .equally in both cases, is the article added.

“Where the employer supplies the material to work upon, it is’

true that more labor must be given. - But why so? To sup-
ply the labor previously expended in rearing or procuring the
article, or bringing it up even to that rude state in which it is

v ﬁiven;,to,»the, laborer to be worked upon.” Had he procured

imself this. material, he:must’ have devoted this extra labor
to it,, 50 .that the gquantity ‘of labor on: the whole is the real

made: to.equality.
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constituent of the value which forms the equivalent, ‘as it was
the real constituent of the article of wealth desired. in ex:
change. ) o T Lo e

The non-producer then possesses the means of acquiring
by labor and subsequent exchange what the producer has to
spare. Having failed to produce it by his own, industry; ‘and
not perhaps having the skill for the peculiar industry in ques-
tion, he can in some other mode fix or materialize his labor so
as to produce some article of desire to serve as.an equivalent.,

Thus we see that by means of the voluntary exchanges of
labor or its products, we have a rule of action.which. recon-

ciles and brings into-harmonious operation the two principles -

of equality and security, of procuring the greatest mass of
the materials of enjoyment, and of producing by means «of
them the greatest sum of happiness. =~ -~ ..
The only rationl object of the production of wealth, as of
all other human effort, being the increase of happiness to
those, -of whatever number, .who produce -it, equality of dis-
tribution tending the most efficiéntly to this end, except in as
far as limited by equal and impartial security, and the freedom
of voluntary exchanges (implied in security) léading directly
to the utmost possible equality consistent with reproduction
by iedividual competition; what other .conceivable méans can
there .be of educing the greatest sum. of happiness. from
wealth which it is capable of producing, .than by maximizing
the blessings of equality and security ? - So far from being ir-
reconcileable with each other, it is enly by an undeviating ad-
herence to (real) equal, security that any. approach can.be
that has been hitherto worshipped under

thefalse name of security, has, been the security. of a few. at
the expense of the plunder, the degradation, of.the many,
particularly. of, the whole mass of the operative, the'real, pro-
ducers 'of wealth. This spurious unequal security is as much
opposed to:equality of wealth, as equal security 1s;friendl;
it.. :'Security as to wealth implies the free disposal..of lal
the entire use of its products, and the faculty of voluntary. ex-
changes. The maintenance of this real and ‘equal security
tending ‘to. the greatest - production, leads also to.the’
possible eﬁgality. These. two. objects of pursuit theref
far_coinciding as that- the - greatest.” quantity of the one wil
lead to the greatest quantity of the other, what so simple as
the rule of action ? promote in every thing the greatest possi

ble security, and you promote the greatest production: and the’ .

greatést equality. . In as faras you depart from equal sec

¥,

you lessen equality: in as far as you interfere. to promote in- .

equality, you lessen security. .
H
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- Can there then be any question as to the propriety of so
distributing these articles of wealth as to produce this two~fold
result ?- Is there any other secondary and subordinate principle
‘of distribution to be kept in view (the first and paramount
‘principle bein% always the production of happiness) superior
to this, or to be any way regarded in comparison with 1t?

“The false principles that have guided mankind, the inju~
rious objects they have had in view in the distribution of pro=
perty, are almost without number. In one end only do they
seem to have all'met,—in the promotion of the supposed in-
terest of those in power and possession. To maintain equality
-and security; equality as far as reconcileable with security was
never contemplated - éy them. Sometimes, from a confused
view of the benefits of equality, they have endeavoured to-es-
‘tablish and maintain it in an absolute manner : but this was

-only done at the exYense of making slaves of half the commu-
nity, the productive laborers, as in Sparta, and in a less flagrant
‘degree in the other states of Greece, or of eternal commotions
and speedy relinquishment of an impracticable undertaking, as
in the early ages of Rome, or the first institutions of Christian

comminities.  Veering between equality and security, not

‘knowing how to reconcile the opposing claims of these mortal

adversaries, one or the other gained the ascendant as the pres-

sure of the evil from its opponent happened at the time to be

“most severely felt; and, for want of knowledge, the best men
‘have advocated and forwarded the most atrocious injustice.
“This happened even in republican governments, where the
‘oood of the greatest number was the presumed object in view.

ut under ':51 other systems and institutions, where such an

‘object as the happiness of the 'g‘;'eater number was, not only
‘ot an object of contemplation, but’ was systematically disre=
garded, and where the acquisition, the increase; and the per=
‘petuating of wealth and power, to those possessing them or

cither of them, was the declared object of pursuit; where the
sinterest of the greater number was at times incidentally pur-

sued, as the interest of horses is pursued, to make-their work
more profitable to their masters; there ignorance and viclence

‘usurped, and vested, sometimes in one, sometimes in afew,
‘sometimes in many, the wealth of the community ; and short-

‘sightéd and rapacious views almost always impoverished and
-always made vicious and miserable the whole of that' commu~
‘nity. From the usurpations of the rude chief of a savage or

‘pastoral tribe over his meighbors, falsely justified, because

ziaturally led to, by the unanalogous practice of unlimited

arental authority, ‘to the wide rule of an early Ethiopian,
gyptian, Assyrian, or other eastern despot; and from them
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down fo the present day, through all the varieties of fortuitous.
institutions, as particular interests happened to preponderate, .
the distribution of wealth has been always'so regulated, -with
more or less of skill according to the knowledge of the con<
trivers, as to enrich the dominant party; at the expense of the
greater number of the community, of the productive laborers,
seizing the products of their labor by force, instead of volun~
tary exchange. - Whether a single individual with his assist-
ants usurpeg all, as was most frequently the case, through all
the history of Asia and Europe; whether the priesthood, as
amongst the ancient Jews, the subjects and worshippers of
the Dalai Lama of Thibet, and the. people of modern Rome,

acquired such an ascendant as to seize on the power of
making and administering the laws; whether an institution

half priestly, half kingly, amalgamating the vices of both,
as in the Turkish system of the faith descended from

- Mahomet; and -(in an inferior degree, in the British sy=

stem of king of Church and State, descended from Henry
VIIL) monopolized all power to itself; whether an army,
as the ‘Mamelukes of latter days in Egypt, and in a-con-
siderable degree during Buonaparte’s military . sway - in
France, was the paramount autliority ; whether a set of men;.
under the name of nobles, patricians, privileged orders, lords,
or-othef designation, seized on; for a longer or shorter period;
f(_n' life; or to descend to their descendants, wise or foolish, the
right of governing a community, as in Venice and other un-
mixed aristocracies ; or whether a fortuitous mixture of these
different interests occurred; and & species. of compact. was
formed between them or any number of them, to exercise for
their joint benefit the powers of legislation and execution, as
in most of the old Italian and Swiss Republies, in Poland be<

- fore the partition; in Holland; England, and in most of the

late European governments ;—under all these systems of rule, -
the principle of ¢ voluntary. exchanges” has been . almost
equally violated : ‘én practice the violation has not been -carried
so far in some as in others. But the principle has been every

‘where disregarded; and with the sacrifice of the principle of

voluntary exchanges, has been necessarily sacrificed the prin-
ciples and the blessings of équality and of security ; the only
mode of deriving the greatest happiness. from each of these
being, as has been shown, by means of entire voluntary ex-
changes. . The Eniglish system of government is the most com= -
plete ,.eiga;mple of the coalition of different. particilar interests;
combining f(_)r mutual advantage to promote each other’s views; )
the general interest, that of by far the:greater,nixmbér.: of .un=
classed persons, of productive laborers, being altogether overs
"2 : T

0
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looked, ‘éxcept in as far as by the physical or mental Taws of
natitre, the interest of the producers happens to be identified
with ' that of somie of the governing classes. Asa priest, through
the heads of the priesthood in the house of the privileged
orders; as a lawyer, through the chancellor, the head of the
ldw; also the head of the house of the privileged orders;
and»%:sséssing other immense and incongruous powers; as &
member of some universities, through their representatives in
thie insolently stiled Lower House ; as having an absurd and
false addition made to a name, entitling the.misnamed and his
descendaits to ‘the ‘power of voting in the making of laws
and to other pernicious privileges ; .as a member of some cor-
porations, each varying from the other in caprice of charter
and by-laws; as the folder of certain tenures in & county,
regulated by no one principle of intelligence, probity, or even
pecuniary valie, through the representative of .such holders
i the said lower house as one of the army or navy, through
the executive’ government and its head, the head also and
cherisher of ‘the army and pavy, and having an equal power
in the making of laws—to say nothing of executing’ them-—
with all the other corponent parts of §1'e legislature together;
as a colléctor ot consutier of the public revenue, through' the
eXécutive moving every thing through its corruptive influence :
in any of these capacities an individual’s interest. may besat-
tended- to in a direct manner as formin‘% part of the larger in=
terést of which he constitutes a part. In an indirect way also;
§f 4 man has wealth eiiough he can buy of 2 borough owner
ot patron, for one or many years, the power of voting in the
titaking of lawsfor the community;:or if ‘he be very rich, he
€3 almost-command a'senseless addition to his: name, which
promises him and his descendants :for ever the faculty of co-
6perating- in -the ‘making of laws. As a man, ‘born in ‘the

cottitry,” ever 'so wise and intelligent, his interest'is in no way -

‘fecogiised by the English system, which is ‘fourided on the
whion of thé more prorinent particular, interests; not on'a
fegard to ‘the rights and -happiness of sentient and rational
beings. Here also, as-elsewhere, the rights and happiness of
ohe half the human-species, women, are not’only not consi+

detd, but altogether denied; -the -pernicious consequerices

arising out of which -antisocial and preposterous state of
things, onthe interest arid hajspiness of society at large, te-
giiire ‘only- to *bé ‘seriously’ examined,’ to become obvious; fo
all.  Yet was this system of political institutions, with'all its
evils ‘and- absurdities, ' the; best,” that .is toisay, the least pro=
duétive of evil, of any which circumstarices ~had gerierated
amongst éxtensive comininities; i 1:the establishment of the
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representative and elective system in-the government of the
United States of America, TZere was the only sound prin-

ciple of just social institutions first solemnly proclaimed and
acted upon.. * No representation, ne taxation,” elsewhere
unmeaning words, are there the undeviating rule of action;
except in the iniquitous case of slaves.in many of the states;
and in the degradation of women, there as amongst all mankinds
Every exchange, either directly from the productive laborer
himself or indirectly from his representative whom he has dex
uted to act for him, is there woluntary.. Force is excluded.

epresentative and elective agents in évery department of the

state, and nothing but representation and election—such i
the simple and viyifying principle of all just government, have
ing the greatest possible sum of happiness of the whole coms
munity in view.: L e . e
. 'What is now the inference as to our argument from this
apparent digression? Can any one for a moment hesitate to
admit that in- all those communities the principle of-¢¢ volun-
tary exchanges,” and of course of equality and security, have
in fact been, and, to ensure their very existence, must have
been, systematically violated? What principle have they
uniformly and ‘necessarily substituted? - The applica ion of
force.. Force, more or less disguised, has been_,tgé support of
them all, in utter contempt of the principle of returning 1o the
productive laborer an equivalent by him deemed s.a,tisf§ Y.

ctory..
- Now, there is in fact no intermediate principle between t;{.e
principle.of ¢ voluntary exchanges ” by means of ‘equivalents
satisfactory to each of the exchanging parties, and the ‘empire
of “brute force” The -degree of force employed, and the
direction in which it is exerted, may vary; but the principle is
the same, whether the robber or the ruler’ seizes.on any pors
tion of wealth, the product of labor, without giving an equis
valent satisfactory to the producer. No intermediate pril
ple between these two can be even conceived. Half-volun
tariness is, involuntariness for the portion wanting to m
the.satisfaction - complete ; ‘and for that balance compulsion.is
the only alternative. - AlL the evils .of force and insecurity, .
superadded to those of inequality, ;must therefore be inherent
in every mode of distribution but that which is founded on
the assent of the producers.. To discuss therefore 2l the
different plans of forced distribution, would .but lead .to an
enumeration of the evils of inequality and insecurity brought
about:by varying means. . ..o .

o . : : . S D

All the above modes of social institutions are merely for
‘tuitous experiments during the infancy, and of course ignorance,
of human affairs, in social science. - These. experiments are
not the less useful for having been fortuitous. Such.is the

'
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law of ‘our nature, before a certain portion of knowledge of

facts is ‘acquired in any science, no comprehensive expéri-’

mient can be instituted : ‘accident must supply to observation
the first materials : then thought is excited, and rational com-

- binations and experiments, with a determinate and useful ob-

jéct in view, succeed to- those which were merely fortuitous.
The advance of any science to this point, secures its progress
to perfection, or at least to great excellence. Every human
energy; physical and intellectual, is exerted in its service; its

~legitimate objects become every day 'more clearly seen, the

eans to attain those objects become manifest, and new ap-
‘plications continually present themselves to delight and sur-
prise- the inquirer after truth and happinéss. %uch is now
the state of social science. Fortuitous experiments in abun-
dance have been made: reason has entered: the interesting
field,” and will ‘mould the vast materials, discordantly scat-
tered around, to utility, to human use and comfort. o

In as far as, under any of these social systems, priestly, re-
publican, kingly, &c., the principle of ¢ free exchange” of
the products of labor has been respected, in so far has

property been ‘there distributed in the most useful man-
Ter” that the knowledge of the age would permit, pro-

ducing the greatest equality and security; and in so'far-they
leave our principles untouched. ‘In most of the ordinary
transactions between individuals in the exchange of the pro-
ducts ' of their mutual labor—land excepted—the best regu-
lated of these systems have not interfered in'an open and
palpable manner, because the trouble was considerable and
they saw no-adequate motive of interest: but wherever the

[interest, real or suppesed, of those in power and possession

has been concerned, voluntary exchange has been disregarded,
compulsory seizure has been resorted to, and equality and se-
curity have beenlaid prostrate. All taxes and imposts, le-
vied ‘without thé authority or ‘consent of the payers, are in
their very naturé forced, and therefore destructive of equality
and security. But; not content with these, the products- of
labor, and labor itself, have been seized, moulded, and directed
in a thousand ways at the caprice of any of those possessing
influence with the “directing heads; sometimes with the mis-
taken view of doing good, more frequently with the avowed

.object of adding to the heaps of the most wealthy and powerful.

« If security and -equality be, as they assuredly -are; the
only two conceivable means by which' the continued repro-
‘duction of weslth”can be secured, and thegreatest sum of
happiness ‘derivéd ‘from the consumption ‘of that wealth if

" in the'tfain of security follows the development of all himan
facilties physical dnd- intellectusl, the continual increase in
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knowledge, and the. acquisition of moral, habits, and if se-
curity implies voluntary exchanges as well as the free direction
of labor and the entire use of its products; what other wise
and useful mode of the distribution of wealth can.be concelv.ed
than that which produces the greatest equality consistent with
security which guarantees the greatest p-rodl.xctxon ? .Security
being inconsistent with force or compulsion in any shape, and
all other modes of distribution to promote any purposes what-

‘ever, implying compulsion, there remains no other mode of

distribution than the sublime’ simplicity of justice, ‘‘secure
to every man the free disposal of the entire products of his la-
bor.” Nothing more is wanting for ‘man to perform in the:
way of distribution : the hand of nature will do the rest,

‘ SECTION 12.

To accomplish this just distribution, :NO ENCOQURAGEMENTS,
NO RESTRAINTS, pariaking of the nature gf wealthy whether
of a positive or negative kind, on the direction given to labor;
or on the free interchange of the products of labor; should: be
permitted. ‘ o

It is impossible that any encouragements or restraints par-
taking of the nature of wealth should be given without vio-
lating the principle of security, and in most cases also aggra-
vating the unavoidable evils of inequality. These encourage-
ments or restraints of social science are denominated‘ in .the
language of commerce, bounties, protections, apprenticeships,
guilds, corporations, monopolies, as applying to those whom
‘they favor; while as applying to those excluded, to the great
mass and majority of the individual members of all societies,
they are denorinated prokibitions,.contraband, &c., engqngler-
ing the utmost cruelty of punishment to uphold the pernicious
privileges which they confer. * No privilege less than imiversal
(which is no privilege at all, but a common right founded on
utility) can be conferred on any individual or number of m_d1-
viduals, except at the expense of the rest of the community.
1t may be said that all common rights are universally supported
by punishments. ~ True—but if the pain of the infraction be
universal, the advantage of the right is also umver's,al;, \U_I.u-,
versal gocd is upheld at the cost of occasional partial evil ;
while in the case of privileges, the rule is 'reversed: pg.rtlal
good is upheld at the cost: of unversal evil in the restraint o_f
the prohibition, as. well as partial evil in the occasional punishs




ioé . Natural Laws of Distribution. [Cuar. T.
ment for infraction. - No'mere order or declaration will induce
the rest of the society voluntarily to relinquish what ought to be
their legal rights,” in tavor of privileged persons. Wherever
therefore there is advantage given to any over others, the use;
thie enjoyment of that advantage must be secured by threats,
by terror of punishmeéxit, to those who contravene, wi;o donot
surrender their rights of free voluntary exertion not interfering
with similar rights in’ otheis. To such an excess have the
evils.of such punishments been carried, that no benefits of
mere increase of wealth to the favored (even supposing that the
sum- total of the society’s wealth was not thereby lessened)
éould-fot a moment be placed by justice in the scale of utility
and happiress, ‘against the immorsalities and sufferings neces«
sarily engendereg by them#. The more flagrantly unjust
these advantages are to the favored, the greater is ‘of course
the reluctance of the unfavored, the rest of the community, to
submit to them; the more probable their efforts to contravene
them. But in proportion to the strength of the motives, and
thence of the probable efforts to contravene, must be the ex-
tent and- intensity of the means, by terror and violence, to
repress. Hence the more unjust the privilege, the more atro-
cious must be the means effectually to uphold it. These

% Seea small pamphlet on this subject addressed to the Spanish nation
on the restrictive system of commerce, drawn up and edited by Mr. Bow-

ring from the papers of Mr. Bentham.” . .
% It is true, it may be said, that where the prohibition is useful, an in-
crease. of punishment is equally necessary in proportion to the strength of
the motives, natural or acquired, to contravene. Insuch cuses, itsl ould
be recollected that, first, the offences produced by energetic motives neces-
sarily operating, -under the given circumstances of society, caunot,’ by any
puraskments;-be eradicated : the only thing that-can be done is-to confing
them within the narrowest possible limits obtainable without preponderant
cvil of punishment ;- 2d, these necessary effects of énergetic motives shotild

‘be diverted by the law into a less injurious mode of action, as private as-

sassinaticn into fair duelling—a greater abomination converted into &
much less: :3d, it may be doubted whether thesé cases of necessarily ener=
getic motives: leading to the commission - of . pernicious acts, be not ex-
tremely limited in amount and. mostly produccd by unjust institutions and
réstraints: 4th, the remedy, even for these, would be in almost all cases,
the removal of restraints, the improvement (rather say the néw modelling).
of institutions, and the diffusion”of knowledge : ‘in-the United States of
America, there are no such things as treasons and seditions knownz 5th,

* when these measures- have heen taken (which may every where be taken)

it i not true, that motives necessarily energetic Tead to really. pernicious
acts. Really pernicious acts being in themselves immoral, are opposed by
the well-undeérstood inferest of évery man. Perhaps, where excess of energy
is‘usually directed to offences really injurious, all the excess is imputable to
want of wisdom in the legislature; and that the cvils of the offence are suf-
ficient guides to indicate the quantum of punishment without any addition
thereto from the'urgency of motives, It requires a very energetic motive
to Icad to the commission of any atrocious act, because all the tutelary

Sccr. 12.] Restraints or Encouragements not fecessary. 108

considerations, which apply to every branch of social regula-
tion, are alone sufficient to condemn any attempt to interfere
with "the free circulation of labor and the free disposal of its
products. Wherever the new mode of direction proposed to
be given to labor is in reality more productive, more useful;
than the cld mode; nothing more is necessary than the bene-
ficent operation, which has been almost universally neglected,
of showing those concerned, by the diffusion of knowled%]e,
that it is their interest to adopt it. But; asif to demonstrate the
conscious selfishness of all forced monopolies, as'all privileges
and monopolies must be-——for the'dread of unprotected mono=~
polies in a community of free labor is worse thana bugbear—
monopolists and their favorers have uniformly endeavouted to
vonceal all their schémes, all their knowledge, ‘all theif mearis
of rendering labor more productive and of acquiring increased
profit. ‘The history of all' monopolies and monopolists will
“prove these facts. As they are founded on’exclusion, théy

are supported by the repression of knowledge and exertion:

motives, sympathy or pain from one’s own feelings, retribution or - pain
from the injured individual or his friends, public opinion or fear of evil orof
losing good from the disapprobation of our neighbours—not tospeak of the
terror of the law-—are constantly operating to restrain. To overcome
these, the motive must be strong; but in & well regulated state of things,
such strong unsocial -motive must be casual and founded on -accidental
circumstances, not permanent or rooted in human nature.  “When a large
portion of ;;]unishment is allotted to the perpetrator of such an act, it is
not, of ought not to be, in consequence of the énergy of the motive, but of
the injurious consequences of the action. ‘Withotit energy of motive—ex-
cept amongst fools—no very-injurious act can take place; but'we do not
therefore punish-the -motive, but the act in consequence of its'injurious
effects. A a general rule, punishments -ought to be lessened rather than
increased, wherever powerful,’ natural or necessarily . excited “motives
prowpt to their commission; because the presumption in such ‘cases always
is, either that the evil of the offence is-over-rated, or that the law has -put
an.act not, preponderatély injurious under the class of offences.. Instruc-
tion, therefore, or diversion of the line of condyct into 1less injurious chan-
nels, of producing a change of circumstances, institutions, &c., should be
carried into effect, insteadg of addition of punishment. ‘Rape is punished
severely.. - Why ? Not because a stroxig motive leads to it; but because of
its most pernicious effects on personal security and happiness. The strength
‘of the ‘motive i§ merely. to séxual ‘enjoyment in general; and therefore
fone but monks and ascetics have dreamed of punishing this natural and
useful inclination, but directing it so as to produce the greatest happi-
siess, Rape is the occasional -abuse, and requires a strong, but not natural
or necessarily:active motive to its accomplishment :. ’tis,-})unishgd for.its tre-
mendously evil consequences, not on account of the falsely-pretended na-
tural strength of motive leading to its commission. As society becomes
civilized, such crimes as‘rape are scarcely heard of.—But this ‘note is lead:
ing too far into digression. ‘ :
See Théorie des Peines ¢t Récompenses, Bentham par Dumont, vol. 1,
for reasons -opposed to these. . - o
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They are inconsistent with the diffusion of knowledge, which
it is the duty of every friend to society to effect, in order to
render labor, to whatever useful object directed, more produc-
tive. Wherever. the privilege is what is called harmless, does
not perceptibly infringe on the rights of others, and is attend-
ed with no penal consequences, it is in fact no privilege at all}
and the uncontrolled use of: public opinion would support it
as far as useful. In fact, so troublesome and oppressive is the
machinery necessarily attendant on privileges, that they are
never- employed except whén it 'is supposed, however erro-
neously, that some ‘substantial exclusive benefit is conferred
by'them. The moral effects therefore of privileges, guarding
to a-few the exclusive right to direct their labor in aparticular
channel,—even supposing that the wealth of the community
was for the moment increased thereby,—are such as univer-
sally to condemn them. Though the materials of wealth,
though universal production, were, contraryto probabilities,
multiplied for the moment beyond-what they would have been
without the privilege, yet from the discouragements imposed
_on the development of the physical and intellectual eriergies

of the rest of the community, from the consequent concealment .

and discouragement of knowledge, leading under the system of
free labor and.voluntary exchange, to immeasurable future
improvements; the benefit of the small temporary. addition
which they could give to wealth would be beneath calculation.
~ Fortunately, however, the moral and economical effects of
privileges and exclusions point the same way. Neither at
their first establishment, nor at any subsequent period of their
existence, do they tend to increase, but to diminish, the aggre-
gate of the mass of national wealth. Their real object never
has been to increase the sum total of thé products of labory
but to add te the profits of the favored individuals, necessarily
at the expense of the rest of the commimity. The prefext
sometimes put forward to palliate their injustice, has indeed
been, that they brought into existence a mass of wealth which
-would not, otherwise have existed. But afew observations
will demonstrate the futility of this pretext. Lo .
** A community, consisting of a greater or smaller number of
individuals, are in the habit every year of producing, by labor
working upon the rude materials, and co-operating with the
chemical,. mechanical, vegetative and animal powers or ener-
ﬁies of nature, a certain quantity of articles for food, clothing,
iabitation, and for other sources real or supposed of happiness:
Tt'is "thouﬁht by some person that the community would add
very much to its happiness by producing, in’addition to all
these, some other article which it had .not been in.the habit of
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producing, suchras sugar, cotton, grapes, or potatoes, It.is
evident tﬁat thé mere wish of this person or of the whole com~
munity to produce ot to enjoy either of these articles, “does
not add a single productive laborer more to the. community,
does not increase -the natural productions on which’ labor
must be employed, does not call any physical thing into ex-
istence which did not exist before, does not add an atom to the
muscular strength and skill (labor), to the accumulated pro~
ducts of labor {capital), to.the tools or machines for working
with (also capital); or to the quantity of information, the know-
ledge, possessed by that community, The wish of one.or of
the whole community to acquire a new article, (if no.im=
provement of -skill or machinery takes place) can simply - di-
rect a portion of these their energies to its- production, leaving
an equal quantity of the old employment. . The new article
produced is obviously apparent and strikes the.eye: of every
one; while the diminution of the old is not,  on a large scale,
erceived. - This new article is one with which the community
Eave been before acquainted, or-of which they know nothing:
If the community know ‘nothing of it, ’tis impossible they
should have any desire to enjoy or of course to produce it.
What is then to be done? Simply to make them acquainted
with its uses by description, by affording them information on
the subject,—in a word, by knowledge. By using the article,
and exhibitingits uses, this knowledge would of .course be
more expeditiously and impressively conveyed. This done,
or the community already acquainted with its benefits,what
remains to induce its production? The desire to enjoy it; that
is to say, the demand, being excited, what is to prevent its pro<
duction? Most probably the want is still the want of know=
ing how .to produce it, the want of knowledge. But perhaps
the productive laborers are already fuily occupied in preducing
what they deem of superior importance to the new article.
Here an effectual bar is opposed to the introduction, till accu-
mulation of capital, the products of labor; or improvements in
machinery or additional skill rendering labor more produc-
tive, sets free a portion of labor for the production of the mew
article. Perhaps their climate or their soil is not adapted: to
its production. . Perhaps they have not the acquired skill of
hand or of muscle requisite for its production. . In'all these
cases, is it equally desitable to introduce the cultivation or
manufacture of the article » and what must be done:to intro-
duce it when desired? Where all the ‘productive power of

_ the community-is already employed in raising articles deemed

of superior utility, the introduction of the new article; though
in itself an object of desire, would evidently displace the pro-
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duction of articles affording superior enjoyment. Where it
might be advantageously substituted, there certainly it would
be wise to introduce it, the soil and climate permitting. But
where the soil and climate oppose, it never can be usefully
introduced, from the great waste of labor in forcing, or in
ineffectually endeavouring to force, its production. . Where
the soil and climate. oppose, and where there is a super-
fluity of the old articles formerly produced by the community,
the obvious expedient is. to “make an exchange,” provided
also the articles in excess are ‘objects of desire to"the foreign
producers of the new article. . But it may be said, Where
there aré no obstacles of soil or climate, why not produce it
at home,.and thus acquire the double advantage of producing
the articles to be exchanged and the new articles to be got in
exchange for them? This is an impossibility, a-mere mistake.
Both of these articles, the exchan ing and the exchanged,
could not be at the samé. time produced at home. ' Suppose
the-article wanted® was woollens, the article to be raised and
sent for it, linen. 'Before the new article was desired, there
was linen enough produced to supply the community; why
therefore waste labor in producing more, if not for a useful ex-
¢hange? But the new article is to be raised at home, and no
exchange is to take place. Therefore -that labor which, in
case of exchange, would have gone to produce the equivalent,
linens; is now directed to produce immediately, at home, the
new article desired, woollens. ~If the new article be produced
at liome; an equivalent of articles to procure it in exchange
will'not be wanting, and therefore will not be produced. Whe-
ther the new article is obtained at home or in exchange, the
quantity of productive labor necessary for the enjoyment of it,
is the'same. In the one case we devote, say every five men
and women: out.of a hundred, to the production of woollen’;
in'the. other case we devote them to the proeduction of linen,
over aiid-above what we. want for our own consumption, to be
given in exchange for the woollen. - The one is & direct, the
other an indirect operation to effect (at the same expense) the
same object, #a supply of the new. article of desire, woollens,
Thiere is no .advantage. gained in producing the woollens at
home, though there be no hindrance ‘of soil or climate, pro-
vided, as was laid down, the community was previously fully
and usefully employed. - Iniall such ¢ases then no encourage-
ment. is.wanting, because the object to be promoted by it

‘wotld not be desirable. : :

The most plausible-ground, however, taken <b.y‘t»h‘e friends
of encouragements in the way of wealth, rests on the following
statement. . In a thrivihg intelligent country they admit that
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41l such measures are unwise; but in a country favored by
nature with navigable waters, with fertility of soils, salubrity
of climate, minerals within the‘earth’s bosem, a teeming.po-
pulation; unemiployed, and turning tono account the materials
of happiness within and aroynd them—for such a population
undér such. citcumstances they demand ericeuragements 10
call forth their industry, - o T 0
- AlasValas | such a state of things is a demonstration that
the principles of security and equality have been grossly- vio-
Jated : such a state of things is a demonstration that the pro-
ducts of labor have been torn from the productive laborer
without an equivalent by him deemed satistactory ; that volun=
tary exchanges héve been disregarded, that discotiragements
and obstructions innumerable have been thrown in the:way of
industry, that physical and moral knowledge has been shut out
from. the minds of-the ‘community, -and-that sophistry and
falsehood: have been impressed upon them. * Before a hand: is
raised.or a foolish thought turned to afford encouragements;
‘$nvitations, to the exértions of such a community, remove from
them the mountains of obstructions under which they are bu~
ried. Whistle to an imprisoned bird to ‘break:the meshes of
an iron cage and fly throu'%h to the pecking of a morsel of su-
gar on the outside of it: il | then, cease to insult & community
so circumstanced, so:bowed down, so robbed, with-offers of en=
couragements to industry. - They want none of such encourage-
ments: they ask mo more than ‘to ceasé ‘to discourage: them.
Encourage them ! with what? from whence ‘should s.uch’-ren-n
couragements come?.  From the produce of their own industiy.
There is no other produce from which such encouragement, in
the shape of wealth, -can come to-a whéle community,-or:t¢'a
portion of the whole community except from the remaining
portion.. “Will you draw down, by your prayers, from heaven
wealth ready made to shower ‘encouragements on the way-of the
industry of a people? Encourage them with their own? No.
But cease extracting it from ‘them.: Unloose the chains from
the hands of the productive laborer. * Rob him of no. portion,
not-ah.atom, ‘of his labor, without an‘equivalent by him deem-
ed satisfactory. e N LR,
: Bit, if the refinéments ‘of exaction are still to be persevered
iny if backed by terror, and ultimately rendered operative by
‘force, almost the whole produce of labor is taken from the
producer: and-scarcely enough left him to support a miserable
existenice ; if the laborer be paid in_forced wages, Te lated at

" "the caprice of those whose: interests are opposed to his, after

forced tithes and forced taxes of all sorts have been levied upon

him; if the principle of “security,” guarantecing to the pro-
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ducer the entire use of the products of his labor—proved to be
essential to the most complete development and continuance
of successful industry—be thus systematically and pertinaci-
ously trampled under foot, how absurd to talk of encourage-
ments | . If to remove absolute and galling restraints, if to
cease to practise devastating violations of the principle of se-
curity, be encouragement ; 1n such a-sense let encouragement
be afforded; until every exchange is voluntary, and till neither
labor nor its products are demanded: without an equivalent
deemed satisfactory by the producer: Many of those things,
of those regulations, which have been called encouragements,
such as bounties and drawbacks, are in truth nothing more
than the removal, partial or complete, of previous forcible re-
straints thrown in the way of industry. A drawback, as its
name imports, is nothing but the return, under particular- cir-
cumstances, of a part or the whole amount of the duty, the
forced levy, made on the production, carriage or transit, of
certain articles, or in other words a forcible seizure of a por-
tion of the products of labor. - These therefore are no super=
added encouragements, and do- not come under the meaning
of our term: they do but partially remove certain universal
obstructions to free labor, Hereafter will be pointed out the
only mode by which any ‘species of impost can be reconciled
with.the principle of security, which requires free labor and vo-
luntary exchanges. As levied hitherto, they have been plain
and direct inroads on security and all its blessings. Hitherto,
the meaning of the word, security, and all the advantages in
its train, have been reserved exclusively for the rich : it is time
that the real producers of wealth, the active and skilful labor-
ers, should partake of’its benefits, that strict justice, that perfect
equality, should be observed.in afferding ¢ security”. to both
rich and .poor, that the same word should no longer have one
meaning for the smaller and influential portion of'society, and
angther, diametrically opposite, for the vast majority. o

What shall be sai tﬁen, to bounties? to premiums or re-
wards absolutely given, over and above the natural returns. of
labor; still further to remunerate, and to urge to renewed
exertion, the productive laborer? * Here is exhibited not only
a disposition to leave untouched in the hands of the producer,
all the products of his labor, but to increase those products.
This language and the measures to which it would lead, on &
large. scale, are perfect absurdity and impossibility. It has

‘been shown that there is no other fund in nature for the repay-=

ment and satisfaction of labor than what itself produces. A
pation’s labor must repay itself. ' -

But a particular subordinate branch of industry, some influ- -
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ential person thinks, is strangely’ neglected, and would add
much to the comfort of the community if established. First,
this influential person may be wrong: next, if he be right and
know better than the rest of the community, why not impart

"his knowledge to them ? by means of which, some: amongst

them would adopt and introduce this particularly useful branch
of industry. No, no: they would not adopt it, for it would
not be smmediately but ultimately useful to the community ;
and the bounty, the encouragement, is wanting to make up for
the present Joss. Whether the bounty is wanting to make up
for present loss or to operate as an additional rewar.d;» it will
almost universally be found that the removal of restraints, whe-
ther operating directly on the branch in question or affecting
it in ‘common with all other species of industry, is the only
rational -and ‘really effectual operation. No doubt that by
robbing other productive laborers, by still further violations of
their security, by leaving them Zess of the products of their la<
bor than they would otherwise have, and transferring ‘it ‘to

- others, those others will have comparatively more. - But what

speculation of plausibilities can justify such a strange inversion
of things? - Take forcibly from those who ‘are satisfied and
avowecﬁy. doing ‘well, to give gratuitously to those who are as
avowedly doing ill! that at some distant time they also may
do 'We’ll.iy Is not this a strange species of wisdom? ~ Is it not
an incomprehensible way of increasing wealth ?- Yet such is
the simple and essential characteristic of every bounty levied
on the products of labor. If it be said that such levies will be
made whether applied in bounties or not, and that they had
better be uvsefully applied than perverted to corruption or
waste ; we reply again, the true }node of procg:dure is to-cease
the plunder of the industrious: if the corruption or the waste
be relinquished, there will be few advocates for the raising of
funds for mere bounties ; while the expenditure of one portion
of wealth in this round-about deceptive manner is made use of
as'an argument for the levying of 100 times its amount for
pernicious purposes. Besides, the same power that can divert
levies, from being employed in wickedness or waste, to be ex-
pended in bounties, ‘can cause the collection at once to cease,
and thus savé the cost of the machinery of collecting and
again distributing. R
- By what mode of operation is it ekpected that & species of
industry, a direction of labor, which is now avowedly.so far
from being productive as to require a premium to enable:it to
exist, will, by the.continued application of 'that.prenlxllm, be-
come so productive as to be worthy of pursnit and :able to
support itself, tike other trades, without the premium? = The
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bourity by giving a factitious profit to the trade draws many
into it from other trades, leads them to acquire the new habits
and skill peculiar to it, leads them to construct those edifices,
to procure those tools and machines, which are necessary for
the successful pursuit of the new line of industry. . Do any of
these.operations, this new direction of labor, this accumulas
tion of the products of labor, under the name of capital, in the
new line, tend to make it more productive than the old? If
the actual machinery or processes of the new direction, be im-~
proved after the bounty, so might the old have been improved
without'the bounty. It is-an effectual demand operating on
intelligence that would improve the old as well as the new.
To.ascertain the effect of the bounty and of the bounty alone,
we must suppose that processes and machinery on both sides,
the new and the old, remain as when the bounty began. How
then can the bounty make that profitable in the end, which
previously to the bounty and without the bounty, was unpro-
fitable? ¢ It will call the public attention to the new occupa-
tion, and will lead to the acquisition of habits of skill amongst
the workmen.” But-in a state of free labor and voluntary ex-
changes; does not interest keep. intelligence always on.the
stretch for improvement, and eternally excite the artisans to
increased skill? Or, if affairs be complicated, do not bounties
increase the complication,- confuse the judgment, and deter
from free speculation. by the upholding of artificial and arbi-
trary regulations ? . ¢ By the bounty an article is produced for
the society, the_value of which. they could not know till they
experienced its utility : but after this experience, they will con-~
tinue to use it.” A rare and modest price truly to be paid for
an experiment which :after all may turn. out undesirable as
probably as useful ! Individual interest, and the communica-
tion of information in the particular line;. is surely the proper
and the sufficient expedient, an expedient, risking no possible
evil, but operating entirely in.good. How then can bounties
alter the nature of things.? how can they make that profitable
which. was. previously unprofitable, or make that witimately
profitable which is mot immediately so? It is evident thata
bounty. can produce no such. effects. Its whole useful effect is
limited. to its. supposed .instrumentality in making people ac-
guainted with their interest in the use of new articles; and. its

“first, step to produce this accurate knowledge of facts is to'dis-

tort the features of the case! Individual exertion, the removal
of restraint, and the diffusion of knowledge, are the.only un-
objectionable means, of accomplishing suciobject_s_.. o

ow comes: the explanation ,of the.mode by. which the
bounty:is supposed wltimately to.cause the new article to be
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produced at a lower ‘price than at'the beginning. - By means
of the bounty, a great.deal of labor-in the shape of capital will"
havebeen accumulated inthe newemployment, supported-all the
time by the bounty. - If any part of the bounty be witwdrawn,
the buildings and machinery caniiot follow the new direction
of the bounty. If the new direction of industry be abandoned,
or in part relinquished, on the withdrawing of the whole or of
any part of the bounty, the buildings and materials are proba-
bly useless or of little value for any other purpose ; and the loss
ofy time and want of knowledge for other pursuits,” keep the
followers of the new pursuit still engaged in it.- It does not
follow therefore that, though the new trade may support itself
when thé bounty is withdrawn, it is- as productive as other
hardy trades which the circumstances of the country de-
manded without' the aid of bounties. Where the trade will
ultimately support itself, to the bounty it is perhaps indebted
for more or less of ifs capital. - But this accumulation of ca-
pital would not ultimately support it long, if'a losing trade : a

“losing trade will swallow up any amount of capital.  If there-

fore it ultimately succeeds. without the bounty; the ecircum-
stances of the society -must have changed during the continu~
ance of the' bounty from' other causes entirely unconnected
with!it, and the trade would without any aid—restrairits being
supposed-out-of the way—have sprung up of itself. The more
frequent result is, that when the bounties supporting particular
trades are withdrawn, those trades languish and die; nétwith-
standing the temptation to continue them, from the great losses
attending the breaking up of establishments, and of course the
inclination to continue them atreduced profits. When at the
end of a great numbei of years, during which the bounty has
been constantly applied, : we. perceive a particular branch of
industry fully developed  and supporting itself on its'own re-
sources, weare apt to'look on all this industry as the child of
the bounty. ' "Tis true that without the bounty, if the circum-
stances of the community did not require it, that particular di-
rection of industry would not have been produced: but in an-
other direction—all other circumstances, soil, climate, intelli-
gence, capital, &c. being the same—a greater-portion of in-
dustry would have been developed. Inevery case in'whicha
bounty has so appareritly succeeded, it has doneno more than
prematurelyto fgrcé, at'a-greater.oi less expense of the wealth
of the commuriity; a particular branch of industry, which inf a
short period, without any ‘of the evils of bounties, would have
vigorously- burst-into existence and have spread its'roots firm
in‘the wants or the wishes ‘of the people.” 'Where the new di-
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rection of labor becomes ultimatel, profitable, it is owirg to
circumstances entirely unconn‘ec'teg with the bounty. '
. The mere fact of giving & bounty shows that industry is
decmed desirable by those who give it ; that public atteiition,
or at least the attention of many who think the most, is di-
rected that way. The bounty could not have caused this ori-
‘ginal attention ; it is only a mean of accomplishing its pur-
pose: The establishment of the bounty excites in others and”
diffuses this attention; which object might be better acconi-
plished in a way quite unexceptionable. As the bounty and
the interest, and frequently the improvement, co-exist, the one
'ts deemed the cause and the other the effect, without any nice
discrimination; any. laborious analysis. “The discrimination of
causes is the great difficulty of moral and ecorromical science.
It will. not be inferred f¥0m any observations here made,
that the absurd notion is maintained, that the productive la-
borers of a country, whether as direct laborers, machinery-
makers, or capitalists, are always able to judge of the most
nseful mode of directing their own prodtctive powers, or that
i1 point of fact their powers are always necessarily employed
in the way most tending to increase their individual wealth or
the aggregate of that of the community. This would be to
assert that knowledge and wisdom are at the point of perfec-
tion in every successive and varying state of society. At this
present period more knowledge is acquired than at any pre-
" ceding period: yet there are, every day, changes, improves
ments made; preceding errors are every da rectified. - Pro-
 ductive laborers therefore are no more infallible, have no more
artived at the end of knowledge, than those who kindly or
‘présuniptuonsly think for them. Their efforts are frequently
dirécted by fortuitous combinations to labors of caprice, some-
times ‘of mischief and vice ; of eaprice when directed"(if volun-
tarily directed) to such purposes as raising pyramids for the
dead or paldces for the corruption of the living ;—to mischief
and vice, when producing articles injurious to health and
‘abridging the period of life, sueh asintoxicating liquors in
Jarger quantities than are necessary for nedical use; such as

stipporting and pampering an idle priesthood. or army, to pro-

strate the understanding or thé undrilled physical force of.a

commumity. But in all these cases of erroneous application
of a part, and soretimes by far the greater part, of the pro-
ditctive powers of & community, it wil invari %ly befound that
otte OF thé other, ‘most freguently both, of two circumstances
«sccur. ‘The principle of securify has been egrégiously violated
towards the labofers: by force their labor or its produets have
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been abstracted or misdirected; or, they bave been deficient
in knowledge to see their true interests. For either of these

evils what is the remedy? Not surely bounties, in the proper "
- meaning of that term ; but removal of restraint and diffusion of

knowledge. : :

. There is nothing in numbers that should make many less
!mble to error than one. Onthe contrary, all discoveries and
improvements - have originated with individual faculties and
have afterwards become general. It is by no means conclu-
sive, because the productive labor of a community is, absolutely
directed into certain given channels, and because the produ-
cers think these channels the most useful; that they therefore
really are so.. Nor is it certain, because one of themselves
or a looker-on thinks that a new and more useful direction
might be given to a portion of their productive labor, that this
new direction would be really more useful than theold. But,
on which side lies the probability of a correct judgment, when
the new direction is proposed, from whatever qiiarter ? The
one, say the lover of improvement,—forwe suppose always that
he is well intentioned, and.not wishing to. make dupes,—-is

naturally and- creditably, if he be sincere, warmed with the -

utility of his own {)lan. His love of fame and of power, as
well as his benevolence, are interested in its success. Prac-
tical details and difficulties may have escaped him. The com-
munity to whom he addresses himself are inferested in adopt-
ing thenew in preference to the old direction of labor as soon
as they believe it to be more advantageous.. .Prejudices and
habits, erroneous modes of thinking without judging, and er-
roneous modes of acting long continued; may, to be sure, cloud
their understanding. .From these, it must be recollected, how-
ever, the improver is not necessarily entirely free. In.a state
of free labor, of equal justice, every man.is alive to_ his own
initerest, and anxious to practise what he believes will tend to
his well-being. .Under these circumstances, has not the im-
prover ample means of effecting every really useful purpose,

without, the assistance of bounties ? for, the same power that -

can .giv.e,, bounties, let lt i}ot be. forgotten, can remove re-
straints. . As to any thing in the way of bounty that any.indj-
vidual’s private means can afford, it could only operate in the

“useful way of exciting curiosity, promoting inquiry, .and dif-

fusing knowledge; or. correcting error : to the misapplication of
this, the fear of pri i ient ¢

is, the fear of privatelossis a sufficient check. Ilasnot then
the lover of improvement abundant means in his hands of con-

vincing the community, without the aid of bounties, that the
-new direction of labor which he proposes, is preferable to the

gld?. for, when: once. this' conviction is produced; the work is
12 o
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done, and bounties are unnecessary. What more is wanting
than'to-make ‘the processes, the knowledge acquired, respect-
ing the new direction of labor, public? and in an artificial state
of restriction, to remove the obstacles to its exercise? Dif-
fuse this knowledge, remove these restrictions where they
exist, and aspiring arms will spring up in every part of the
community to'try, by the test of experiment, if the advantage
be resl.. No contributions will have been wrung from others.
violating their security, to give a false and deceptive aspect to
the result of such experiments. Individual prudence, working
onits own resources, at its own risk, will.reduce the loss:of
the experiment, if unsuccessful, to its lowest degree :- and.if
successful; it will be universally adopted. But ¢ inveterate
prejudices may oppose the introduction.” Where knowledge
and experiment prove the advantage in the way of ‘wealth,
there prejudices the soonest retreat, or shufHle-into a.compro-
mise: If not, will the giving of bounties, by magic, remove
prejudices?. On the.contrary, will it not confirm them?. Will
it not-be said, ¢ You are conscious of the inutility of the new
direction you wish to force some of our labor into, and there-.
fore yon plunder the industrious to give it a- fictitious profit,
to deceive us with an appearance of profit, which is only our
earnings lavished under the name of bounties.” Is it not much
more-likely that prejudices will be removed, when experiments
are-simplified as much: as possible, than when they are com-
plicated with calculations of bounties, with suspicions of fraud
and: collusion- in the payment of those bounties? Though
bounties are given, still knowledge must be diffused to attain
the ultimate object: but the existence of bounties makes the:
diffusion: of knowledge more- difficult. . The evil effect. of
bounties,. as to.knowledge, does not even rest here: not only.
do they supersede the: necessity of information as-to the:uti

lity of the new mode of industry; not. only do they ren-’

der it  more, difficult to acquire that accurate knowledge;
but ‘they tend to repress all- useful inquiry and. to.lay
prostrate human reason,. rendering man. a mere mechanical
creature. Where bounties, with a greater or:less:degree. of
folly, are persevered in, the community: must. conform to:the.
new direction given to labor; the old. direction of industry,
having been by forced means rendered unprofitable, cannot be
persevered in without individual ruin : the new, the encouraged-

article, must be used, being brought cheaper:to. market.by

compulsory means than its discouraged rival.. Men are there-
fore mechanically driven to use what they can get on the best
terms, without making any’ use. whatsoever of - their under-

standings as to the greater or less cheapness or facility of pro-
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duction, as to the greater or less adaptation 10 use and enjoy-
ment. Under this arbitrary system. of forced regulation, all
comparison, all calculations, are stifled-and relinquished, not
only from the factitious difficulties thrown in the way of the
inquiry, but from the absolute uselessness of the pursuit. By
bounties, any direction of labor may be made more profitable
than any other direction; and the lover of bounties is natu-
rally led to prove the truth of his theory by adding bounty to
bounty till his favorite direction becomes the most profitable.
Thus does the employment of forced encouragements nullify
the expansion of reason. : Even on the mind of the lover of
improvement itself, its effect is fatal. . Supplied with the pro-
ducts of other people’s labor to scatter artificial rewards and
to make whatever: direction of industry he pleases profitable,
why vex his mind with the superfluous effort of looking round
for illustrations and facts to persuade * - His work is alveady
done ;_he has only to will the bounty. Who shall measure
the amount. of wealth sacrificed in injudicious bounties?
‘Where the exercise of reason is attended with no résult either
to the community or the improver, where it can- produce no
increase of power, no increase of enjoyment, there will it not
be exercised, and the community will become mechanical un-
intelligent drudges. - - T
From all these considerations it appears, that, though a:
community 'is. no- more- hedged round with infallibility as to
the most useful direction.of its labor, than an individual with,
or without, political power ; yet is it-infinitely more probable
that a community, after information received and experiment
made, will ultimately judge aright, than that any individual
should without experinient form an accurate judgment. - And
in those few cases, if such there be,. where, after information
given and experiment made; & community still forms an er-
roneous judgment, the only useful remedy is still to vary, and
persevere in, the means of persuasion, by experiment, illus-
tration, and.reasoning, and-mnot to attach an arbitrary reward
to ‘the proposed new direction of labor, which: on the one

. hand must: falsify the,judgment as to the result, while on, the.

other'it can. only be afforded at the expense of those whose

‘industry requires the stimulus for its own support. . The

amount of evil to be apprehended as likely-t6.arise to 4 com-
munity from the non-reception of truth, of facts and reason~

‘ings, -addressed to their own interest, is.as nothing compared
* with the evils necessarily attendant on the use, not to speak of
- the abuse; .of bounties. .

There is another injurious effect.of all.hounties in whatever

“state of social. regulation, - simple. or -complicated;: they may
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have been afforded; an evil which is greater as the bounty is
more injudicious. Those who engage in any new line of in-
dustry supported by = bounty require a larger profit, to coms
pensate for the uncertainty of the continuance of the bounty,
and of-course of the trade, than those engaged in free occupa-
tions self-supported. The. consumers pay of course this in-
creased profit, whether in a higher: price or in an increased
bounty. - If the same direction were given to labor and the
same articles produced, without any bounty, -but simply frem
the wants or ‘wishes of the community excited by increased
knowledge and improved habits, a much smaller profit or re-
muneration to the producer or the lender of the things pre-
viously produced (the capitalist) would be demanded; for
the certainty with" which the continuance of the existing de-
mand fourided on existing habits would be relied on,; would
induce the producers t& continue without fear their labors at
the lowest rate of remuneration for similar employments. If
the general opinion be that the new, the encouraged, direc-
tion of industry have a good deal of the capricious in it, if it
be.at varianice with the opinions or feelings of the people, the
more reluctance there will be to engage in it, and the higher
must be the ‘premium paid-to the producers ; the greater will
be the cost of production, whether in bounty or increased

rice. , : .

-« All these:considerations,” it maystill. perhaps be urged,
 are quite trinmphant, and:demonstrate the pernicious ten-
dency of pretended encouragements to industry, under the
shape .of bounties, while & community remains in what may
be ‘ealled:a natural state, under the simple system of free.la-
bor and woluntary exchanges ; but -do_not apply to that arti-
ficial-aspect which society actually exhibits, .encumbered with,
mposts, ‘bounties, restraints, and every -species of ‘compli~

© eations”

- To. every :degree of complication, however, and to every
stage ‘of society, these ‘principles, it is conceived, .do apply.
“Where. security:is .every -day violated, -the security of the
poor man, of productive laborers, of animmense majority of
every community, it is wished:to give a bounty to:a-particular
branch-of industry, - ¥ this be not .done by removing some
restraint, by ceasing 'the practice of some particular violation
of security, how-is it to be done? . By-adding additional ve-
straints, by practisingnew violations of security, -in-addition
to those “already «inflicted ?. ‘To obtain ‘the amount.of the
bounty, new plunder is committed, and less -of :the.products

of “their labor-are left:to all the industrious but themew-order’

to'be favored -at-their expense.. Tt males what was/before bad,
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still: worse; what was before oppressive,. still more oppressive.
If any given amount can be spared in the shape of bounty,
surely the same amount can be spared in the remission of
some restraint, the removal of some obstacle to the free. de-

_velopment of industry. The probability too.of misjudgment

as to the direction of the bounty under a very complicated
system, is very much increased. Where the bounty or en-
couragement is given from private resources, and where those
resources have been obtained by free labor and voluntary ex~
changes without any employment of force, directly or indi-
rectly ; the operation is good, a. voluntary gift, proving-at .
least the benevolence of: the: dondrs,. and, if the occupation
encouraged be really the most usefuly, their wisdom too. But
where the. funds raised fo assisty;whether public or private,
have been obtained at the expensé of security, of free labor
and voluntary exchanges,:the simple rule of utility is, ¢ Cease
to collect such funds, leave with the productive laborer the
fruits of his industry, and if he be ill informed, enlighten and
guide him with knowledge ‘as to the most useful direction in
which he can.employ.it” In whatever state as to complication
the affairs of a Society, may be, whether in_the most natural
or the.most artificial state, the system of directing labor by
bounties, whether in a moral or economical point of view; is
always unwise, In the most complicated state of things they .
ouly add to_the complication : under all circumstances, they
enly, take from one set of productive laborers to: give. to
another. 'With the pretended view of inéreasing produetion,
they violate security. They take from those and dirinish
their power of producing, for the products "0f whose labor
there is an efféctual demand, to give to those for whoselabor
no effectual demand exists. They substitute forcéd regulation
for the use of persuasion ; and by removing themofives for the
exercise of thé intellectual powers, both of the givers afid re-
ceivers of bounties, and .of the rest of the community, .they
become a bar to all mental improvement. By destroying free
competition, they enhance the price.of all axticlés; of the fa-
vored, by over-indulgence; of other prodiitive laborers, by
the levy of the bounty operating as a tax on their.industry. -

“When "ill directed, they occasion .an’ enormous-waste of the

public wealth, supporting .consumption. t6 their whole extent
without countervailing. reproduction... They cannot serve as
a substitute for the diffusion of knowledge, which is the.only.
appropriate instruinent of encouragement in such cases to. be
employed : but they render accurate knowledge the more ne-
cessary and at the same time the more difficult to be acquired.
. It is said that eompetition will bring down. the profits of
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forced trades to the level of ordinary trades. In.one sense,
this is true. Competition will bring down their profits to
those of other trades similarly circumstanced, similarly de-
pendent on the caprice of bounty-encouragement, or encum-
bered with other analogous inconveniences. But it is not
trde that competition will bring down their profits to the
common level of trades encumbered with nio dependence on
bounties, but supported by the ordinary wants of society.
For every portion of effort, uncertainty, or other inconve-
nience in any trade, a compensation must be afforded; so that
the proposition should be modified thus, «* Competition will

bring down all trades similarly circumstanced, to equality of

rofits.” - . . ,

I;’ Were all trades encouraged 'by bounties, the cost of pro-
duction would be increased in them all. But who could pay
this increased, this wasteful cost of production? ‘Who would
be the consumers ? Such a case, however, as the encourage-
ment of . all trades by bounties, is an impossibility: for where
would the bounties come from ? Labor is the essential source
of wealth. The labor of a whole community can be repaid,
can be rewarded, can be encouraged by nothing else (in the
-way of wealth) than the entire use of the products of  that la-
bor. . It must with its own hand repay itself. Volition will
not create articles of wealth, nor call the materials of bounties
into existence. If all cannot be equally and impartially en-
couraged by means of bounties, why prefer and make a fa-
vorite of any one of them? Inmost cases it will be stunted,
wasteful, and contract the vices of other favorites. Let such
pretended, such sickly encouragements be then relinquished.
Freedom, security, equality, knowledge ;—behold here the real
talismans of production and happimess ! the only universal
and all-cominanding bounties ! . ‘ -

If it appear that the operation of bounties is; in so.many
ways, .to mar the blessings. of equality and security; and to
substitute mere caprice for the diffusion of knowledge in mat-
ters of wealth; what shall. we say to other expedients which.
-have been devised by the inexperience of mankind,—adding to
the. evils of bounties, restraints, and punishments on the vir~
tious exertions- of the rest of the community?. What shall
we say of monopolies, of corporation-guilds, of forced ap-
prenticeships, and such like contrivances, whose tendencies
are frequently to counteract and nullify each other, and whose
endless regulations have filled with vexation and perplexity
almost every. path of human industry?.. . .« -

It would.lead us too far to enter into but a very limited

“discussion of such matters; though a right understanding and
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explanation of them would illustrate and confirm sll our pre-
vious principles. It is hoped that those principles, with the

" observations made on bounties, will be sufficient to guide to
" the true nature of such expedients. :

The interference of law, or the public force of the commu-

nity, is essential to constitute a monopoly. Where all labior
is free and all exchanges voluntary, there can be no monopoly:

such operations are excluded from our present consideration,

Monopolies are of various kinds : sometimes they permit ‘a
few individuals to exercise exclusively a particular line of in-

‘dustry, as the making of snuff, tobacco, porcelain;® &c.;

sometimes they permit any one, or every one, of a whole
community to engage in a particular trade, but exclude foreign
countries or colonial settlements or dependencies of the same
community, as refining sugar for the consumption of the com-
munity ; sometimes they Timit to a particular sét of men the
export of certain or of all articles to other countries, and
sometimes the import of some or all articles from those coun-
tries, such as the East India’ Company as formerly and as
newlj regulated ;- sometimes they confine to particular colonial
settlements the faculty of supplying the community with cer-
tain articles, such as sugar, rum, &c. from the East or West
India, colonies of all European powers, each cominunity ad-
mitting exclusively for its own supply the products of -its own
colonies ; sometimes. they establish a mutual and reciprocal
monopoly in the supply of certain articles, such ‘as the old
(Methuen) treaty between England and Portugel, for the mu-
tual preference of the wines of Portugal in England, and the
woollens of England in Portugal. . SR :
Mongpolies ‘are more degrading and revolting than boim-
ties, inasmuch as bounties seem to operate entirely in the way
of reward, in the way of encouragement and over-payrnent;
they are of an exhilarating nature and wear the appearance
of generosity ; their pernicious effects are disguised and-con-
founded with other circumstances and causes : bounties fre-
quently invite a/f who may think proper to direct their indus-
try, with the addition of the bounty, in the way they point
out. But monopolies wear throughout and from the com-
mencement, the harsh features of restraint.and punishment;

they openly and avowedly favor the few at the expense of the -
many, under the same pretext that has been made use of to

justify bounties; that, though injurious for the present, they
will ultimately establish a useful branch of trade which would
not otherwise have existed. ) Coe

Monopolies seem to be liable to all the objections that have .
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been urged against bounties, but one; and to be liable to

most of them in a much stronger manner than bounties are.

They are liable to additional objections which do not press

against bounties, The objection to which they are not liable,

is, that'while a direct tax, or a portion of the public revenue
raised by direct taxation, is applied to the payment of boun-
ties, there is no mecessary call on the public funds for any
thing in the way of pecuniary aid in the establishment of mo-
nopolies. Monopolies act by taking away the rights of others;
bounties, by pretending to superadd factitious rewards to in-
dustry, forgetting the only source, the product, the reward,
of the successful industry of the rest of the community from
whence such rewards can be abstracted. The evils produced,
in a grester or less degree, by both bounties and monopolies,
- may perhaps be collected under the following heads.
1. "They violate the principle of security.
2. They violate the principle of equality. .
These two evils, clearly established, are quite sufficient
to condemn such expedients as bounties or monopo-
lies: for if the productions of the whole society be
lessened by the violation of security; and the aggregate
happiness lessened. by any inequality not necessary to
security, any subordinate effects, were they al}in good,
arising from thein, could ‘be only partial drawbacks
from the paramount mischiefs of insecurity and in-
equality. Bat bounties and monopolies agree also in.
producing the following additional .evils. Or perhaps
1t may be more correctly said, that the following evils
are but illustrations of the violations of equality or se~
curity ; into.one or the other of which they may be all
ultimately resolved. . :

- 8, They are both liable to enormous abuses of misapplica-
tion and consequent loss of national wealth, from the ne-
cessary imperfection of knowledge of facts and judg-
ment, on the part of their favorers—supposing them to

. be always well disposed. - , :

* 4. They are both founded on the admission, that the direc~
tion of industry which they favor is less profitable than
the average of ‘other modes of employment.

. 8. They both require larger profits to compensate for the

" uncertainty of the continuance of their privileges. -
6.. They are both liable to' be more wastefully -carried .on
than other-unsupported directions of industry; .and.they

produce fraud and favoritism in the working of their ne-

cessarily complex machinery.
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+7. Theyboth tend to raise the prices of other commodities,
by artificially withdrawing the labor and capital usuaily
_ employed in them. ‘ ) o
8. They both remarkably discourage the acquisition and
diffusion of physical and economical knowledge: :
9. Both expedients, bounties and monopolies, are quite
superfluous, though unaccompanied with any of the pre-
ceding evils; because ‘appropriate means are at hand
to accomplish all the good expected from them without
anyof the evil. " o ‘
. The "evils incident to monopolies, over and above those
which they share in common with bounties, may be classed
as under, S
1. "Moriopolies require punishments, mostly cruel and san-
g%mar v, for their support. Lo
2. They generate atrocious avarice and injustice in the'fa-
~ vored traders, from the abuse of the power entrusted to
.them to support the monopoly. i
3. T.hey have in fact, in almost every instance, turned.out
ruinous as trading speculations, and have degenerated
into theatres. of .corruption and plunder on the part of
the agents; at the expense of the trading company of the
community at home, and of the foreigners over whom
their power has extended. o
- A few words, after what has been already said, will show
that monopolies are justly chargeable with all the evils here
attributed to them. : A
First, as to those evils of which they partake in‘common with
bounties. ‘They ~violate the principle .of security asflagrantly
as bounties do, but not exactly in the same visible way. They
do mot attack security by levying forced contributions as
Lounties de, by taking from the thriving the products-of their
industry, to lavish them on & species of industry which cannot
support itself. - But:theyviolate security by arresting the ‘arm
of the laberer, thie skill of the artisan, the adventurous-energy
of the carrier, from using their productive powers in thit idi-
rection -which may be .the mostuseful to-them.’ ‘Monopalies
do:not wait until the.products are made ; they anticipate them,
they strangle them in the birth. Monopoliesact by exclu~
sionx they exclude all but: the favored few from employing
their labor .or exchanging the products of thetlaborin a par-
ticular line': they restrain the right to free labor and volun-
tary .exchanges in :all the ‘vest .of the community." :Suppese
that.a laboring artisan has produced ahat-or-pair-of shoes for
his 'own use :or 10. procure ‘some article of desire by its ex-
change. This article, .or -its ‘equivalent, or part of its-equi-
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valent, in money, is forcibly taken from the producer to raise
the fund for the payment of bounties. ' But, in the case of
monopolies, (as, say of hat-making,) the artisan is restrained
from -making the shoes -or the hat. ‘Where is then the dif-
ference, asto use and enjoyment, between taking away an ar-
ticle when made, or preventing it from being made? If the
article be taken when made; and the robbery stop there, it may
be made agdin; but in the case of the prohibition, the power
itself of producing is arrested, is annihilated. The attack
on security is therefore the more flagrant when immediately
directed on labor itself, on the power of production, the cha-
racteristic constituent of every article of wealth, ‘What are
the circumstances that render so vicious, so deplorable the
seizure of property, the product of labor? what but the inse-
curity and wretchedness produced thereby? the alarm, the
discouragement, prcoducedp in.the minds of others; the relax-
ation ‘of industry, of every physical and intellectual exertion,
the torpidity of man? It is not in consequence of any inju-
rious effect produced on the article of property, mostly in-
animate itself. It is not because hats and shoes would not be
as good hats and'shoes in one hand as in another: it is for the
evil produced through them on the mind and the feelings of
the intelligent agent, ‘the producer, the owner. It is because
his inclination to reproduce, to accumulate, would be weak-
ened, and, if persevered in, destroyed thereby: itis-because
his immediate happiness would be invaded by the sense:of
wrong, and the loss of the pleasures, physical or otherwise,
. which the use or the exchange of the article would have pro-
" cured him. - But all these evils apply as strongly to any inter-
ference with labor as with its products, as strongly to what
labor will produce as to what labor /as produced. - The prin-
ciple of security -is equally violated in both cases,and with
equally baneful ‘effects; but in ‘a different manner. - And-if
the evil of taking away property from- the original producer
of it, be, if possible, less than that arising from restraints on
the free development of labor; how much less will that evil
be when the property is taken, -not glaringly. from its indus-
trious and meritorious producer, but from him-into whose
¥ossession the numerous intricacies of exchange, force; or

raud, may have brought it! . The evil to such is merely the
loss of enjoyment the article might have afforded ; which:is
but a small part-of the evils of ‘insecurity. . The free right.of
labor, of the direction' of ‘all faculties: mental and corporeal,
for the benefit of the individual—not interfering with -similar
rights in' others——is the most sacred of the rights of man,
+because founded. on - the highest utility.- For: the most part,
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restraining labor:from a particular direction.is certainly not.
as injurious as forcing it into .a particular direction (always
for.the benefit of others): the diffevence of the evil is only in
degree, not in kind. Where the most useful, the most pro-.
ductive, kinds of labor are restrained, the evil is nearly the
same in the one case as in the other. - .
Monopolies are also chargeable, as well as bounties, with
violating the principle of equality. 'The equality here advo-

cated is not absolute, forced, equality ; but the utmost possi-

ble degree . of equality compatible with security, with free
labor and voluntary exchanges. Bounties violate equality by
taking from the industrious a part of their earnings and giv-
ing them to a favored few, enriching them at the expense of
the community, instead of protecting all under the egis of
free competition. Monopolies more flagrantly violate equa~
lity by interdicting a supposed means of useful exertion,
and therefore.of happiness, to all, but some privileged indi~
viduals. The wealth they produce is necessarily the. most
sartial possible, the least diffused, the least depending on in-

ividual exertion and skill; and therefore for these and other
reasons. the least productive of happiness. We have seen
that the more any given mass of wealth is diffused,—provided
that- each portion of it remains in‘such quantity as to be ap-,
preciable in its capacity of exciting enjoyment, and provided
the minute labor of the division does not overbalance. the
minute enjoyment,—the more happiness it produces. The

paramount claims of security, in order to ensure production

and existence to mankind, form the only justifiable limit to the
universal agency of this benignant principle. ~ Security being
provided for, equality is the universal law.of justice. = By it,

the utility of every institution must be tried. ©~ What shall we .

say then to an institution, like that.of monopolies, which first
violates the principle of security, and then entirely tramples
on, the principle of equality ? by taking from or restraining
the many, the poor, the weak, and giving to the few, the rich,
the strong. Had it respected security, its attacks on equality
mi§ht have been palliated. Were. it really necessary to up-
hold: security, its attacks on equality Woulg be justified. But

instead of any such justification or. palliation, it prostrates

equally-the two. principles of security and equality, the most
essential to human happiness.. ) ’

These two evil tendencies, to violate security and tbfyiolate',,
equality, attendant equally on. monopolies and bounties, are.

sufficient, as before observed, to banish their use for. the pre-
tended purpose. of increasing the produetion -of wealth or of
happiness- by its distribution. Still, however, by glancing
over the minor.evils produced by them,” we shall be the.more
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fully and permanently convinced, not only how utterly unne-
cessary such contrivances are for the most just distribution of
wealth, but how completely they are incompatible with such
just distribution.

‘Monopolies then, as well as bounties, ¢ are liable to im-
mense abuse by their misapplication, and -consequently to
great waste of national wealth; from the defective information
and judgment on which they may be undertaken.” 'To deny
this proposition is to-contradict the whole testimony of history,
as well as to assert the omniscience and infalli ility of the
planners. of such projects. It is no justification to say that
private individuals may also err in judgment and be deficient
in knowledge. True.  But their errors are on a small scale,
soon rectified, and reduced to their lowest degree by the vi-
gilance of private interest: while the experiments of mono-
polies are necessarily on a large scale, risking a considerable
portion of the property of the community, their errors not
being easily rectified, and their affairs necessarily conducted
by delegation instead of individual anxiet{'., It would bé ha-
zardous to affirm, that any single monopoly. that ever existed
has produced, on a comprehensive survey of all its effects
immediate and remote, a balance of good. Iet us suppose
that one half of them were useful as to the production of
wealth, There will remain as much national wealth sacrificed
by the injudicious as gained by the judicious monopolies: the
batance equal as to wealth, all the evils of insecurity and in-
equality unremoved, are to be objected to the system of mo-
nopolies. Under the system of individual exertion, free la-
bor and voluntary exchanges, there is no 7isk_of average
national loss, as proved by the regular and undeviating in-
cresse of wealth in every community adopting even partially
this natural system; for though the efforts of one individual
may fail exploring a new or mismanaging in, an old track,
those of twenty succeed; so-that in the community there is a
constant balance of gain. The average industry of whole
nations on the other hand has been paralysed by monopolies,
supported as they necessarily are by force.  Where therefore,
under the one system, there is no risk of absolute loss, but a
certainty of progtression to a greater or less extent ; and:where
in the other there is a great risk- of positive loss attended
with & gambling promise of fallacious gain in case of success,
is it not the part-of wisdom to renounce all expedients that
would éven risk the national wealth? .

The next evil of which monopolies participate in common
with bounties, is, that ¢ they are both founded on the admis-
sion that the direction of industry which ‘they favor, is, at the
moment, less profitable than the average of other modes of
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employment.” Ordinary, straight-forward, intelligence would
suppose that this circumstance alone would be sufficient to
deter those, whose sole avowed object is the production -and
accumulation-of wealth, from éngaging in any such, schemes :

for, to people who wish to produce wealth a project is pro-

posed, which, it is admitted, would, without certain foreign
additions, tend to lessen its production. In what do these
foreign means consist? = In showing that a certain productive
power of nature had been overlooked or uneconomically used ?
m demonstrating the utility, under given circumstances, of
the co-operation and combination of labor; and, under other
circumstances the equal utility of its division and subdivision?
No. Such means are allowable, are entirely useful, involve

" no attack on security and equality ; but are quite alien to the

spirit of bountiés and monopolies.  Unreasoning force is their
sole instrument, the abuse of power is the only means they

" resort to. They forcibly seize on the products of the labor

of others, or prevent others from employing their labor in the

‘way they may deem. most advantageous, to give factitious re-

ward to the patronized direction of industry. The very cir-
cumstance of this factitious addition of profit proves that the
undertaking is injurious or premature. The possibility of
future and always-to-be-disputed gain is not to be weighed
against the certamnty of present loss. :
Again—¢ Trades carried on by bounties and monopolies
require larger ‘profits to compensate-for the uncertainty of
their continuance.” . Mr. Mill says, in his ¢ Elements of Po-
litical Economy,” chiapter on Bounties, .that the personen-
gaging in a protected trade gets no more profit than the
profit of capits! in other trades, competition bringing down
his profits thereto. Competition produces no absolute equa-
lity of profits or of ‘wages of labor in society; but a relative
equality,  all -circumstances of risk, skill, un leasantness of
the occupation, &c., considered. . No man will or does en-
%iiee in a dirty, dishonorable, or hazardous trade, without
the expectation of higher profits or wages than if employed
in ordmary occupations almost free from risk, demanding no
peculiar skill, and almost certain as to their continuance, To
the lowest that will repay these inconveniences competition
will bring down the wages or profits of. protected as well as
of other trades.  But for this addition attending the encou-
ragement or. restraint, the society pays; while by those con-
cerned in the: protected lines, the addition is not felt as a
real increase of just remuneration. ’Tis so much lost, and a
real loss to the community; a loss created by the act of pro-
tection. If the favored trade is such as the circumstances of
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the country would very shortly lead to, the risk -is esteemed
nothing, and the profits are scarcely increased: but in all
such cases protection is inoperative, useless, and is soon dis-’
continued. . Every direction of industry requiring foreign aid
for its support, is altogether in.the way of an experiment : if
ascertained or believed to be useful, it would be carried on
without ‘any other aid than those afforded by the wants and
the equivalents of other productive laborers. It is in the nature
of every experiment to be lisble to failure. For this risk,
over and above the factitions reward equalizing the favored with

other trades, there must-be an equivalent; which must come -

iri the shape of higher profits than those of ordinary trades.
The. consumers of such articles must of course give more of
their labor or its products for the enjoyment of them. It is

true, that monopolies, though causing higher prices- to the’

community for the articles they deal in, bave very seldom af-
forded the ordinary profits of trade to their members. This
arises from another vice which swallows up and supersedes the
present; the unfaithfulness of their administers and agents,
deliberately preferring their own private interest, as servants,
to the general interest of the trading monopoly. Wereitnot
for this substitution of private interests to .general, were the
interest of the whole trading monopoly the only interest pur-
sued by its servants, the natural consequence would follow,
that higher gains than ordinary would be sought by the mo-
another and a sinister mode of gra-
tifieation is frequentl given to this desire; although the real
traders are mostly eceived -and sacriﬁced by their crafty
leaders ; yet inasmuch as this effect of higher profits would
niaturally follow if the monopoly were honestly conducted, and
as the private interest of the servants is not an avowed, an os-
tensible object of the monopoly,—the evil which would natu-

rally follow their just management ought to be admitted in its

full force. It is only obviated at the expense of astill greater
evil, the sacrifice of the interest both of the public and of the
monopoly to its servants. If the public pay a higher price
for the article afforded by the monopoly, it is quite iImmaterial
to that public into whose pockets that ﬁigheﬁ’ price goes. ..

‘Another of the mischiefs arising from monopolies as well,

as bounties, is, that ¢ they are liable to be more. wastefully
carried on than other unsupported directions of industry, and

they produce fraud and favoritism in the working of their ne-
cessarily complex machinery.” The exercise of care and
economy depend, other things being equal, . like the exercise

ducing them. Inprivate pecuniary affairs tIais.y'igllange,. this

of other qualities, on the degree of interest engaged in pro-
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prevention of waste,- is-at-its highest: for be the character
-what it may, whether indolent or active, it will be most vigi-
lant when engaged in personal concerns, provided they are
such as to be deemed in themselves important. A trade sup-
ported-by bounties may be eohducted by individual vigilance,

and is therefore little liable to -this.abuse; but the mischiefis -

almost inseparable from monopolies. Where but the huridredth
or. the thousandth part of the mischief will fall personally ‘on
the agent who relaxes in vigilance, or commits, or’suffers to
be committed, waste, the same anxiety and the same exertion
cannot.be- expected to prevent waste, that would naturally be
expected where the whole of the- evils: arising from neglect
must fall on_the negligent. It will- not be ‘said’ that moral
principle, in large concerns, will supply the place of individual
mterest. The whole history of man proves that when these
two principles are placed, whether fortuitously or from a ftal
system,-in opposition to each other, moral prineiple will yield
-to immediate private interest.  Besides, the great end and ob-

" ject of all monopolies being to make profits, that paramount

object is.apt to get possession of all minds to the exclusion of
every other, and principle never pleads so weakly as whien op-
posed to.gain in such-a concern. Under a system ‘whose go-
verning Qr.mciple was mutual co-operation. and benevolence,
it is possible that social motives might be .so identified with
pgrsongl as to become the rule of action : but here, where pri-
vite gain is the sole moving spring, to-relinquish an opportu-
nity. of promoting it, .is looked upon rather as stupidity than
morality, and the admissible modes of seeking. private interest

. at the expense of the concern, become so enlarged and varied

from sympathy of mutual intérests. amongst the servant, or
master-conductors, that the words fair ah% ‘honorable change
their nature, and become applied to any profitable neglect, or
other mode:of gain, that can be. practised with impunity.
Bo}mtles.;are notoriou‘sly»_ liable to frauds on the part of the
claimants, notwithstanding the frequently complicated machi-
nery to prevent them, the very: subordinate agents of preven-

tion.becoming. parties in the fraud: while. favoritism in the ‘

dispensing of posts.and: places in monopolies is so constant,
that-the chance of the ‘influence_to obtain or procuré one of
zléex_n often  becomes the solé motive of adhesion to the con=
- ‘Monopolies, as-well as bounties, - are also liable to.the evil,
that ¢ they both tend to raise the prices of ‘oths.commoditias.
b‘y“art;}ﬁclally withdrawing .the labor and capital employed n
them.” . If. the same labor and capital wére paturally with-
drawn;. that is. to say, without the intervention of bounties or
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‘monopolies, it would prove that the new object was more de-

co i di-
sived. than the old; and of course those following the old di-
rection being in part released from'it by the chapge of desire
or. demand, could be spared, and wquld. necessarily turn §hem,-
selves to, the new, leaving in the old just that proportion of

" labor and skill requisite for the lessened use. Supply, there-

-other things being equal, would accommodate itself to
fgie’demand, an(gi pric'ésg w(?uld rems%in as beﬁ_)re 3 ‘.the old em}:
lvil‘oy.fhenﬁsj tending rather to alowering of theix prices throug :
competition than to an advance. But where labor and f:apx;a
are- artificially withdrawn, the case is very different. Th?1 (de;
sire, the demand, for the articles produced by all the old di~
rections of labor remain, by supposition, as before, while, an
éigtr-,amsdinm?(- motive is held out to the withdrawing: of labor

.

and capital from any or all of these old branches of employ~

by the factitions remuneration given to the newly-encou-
;nexég })ige of industry. The demand then remaining the same,
a;% the means of _s_upplyin% that demand being lessened, .1:11ef
necessary consequence is, that prices advance, - This. §ffect (ZI
course takes place in proportion to. the quantity: of labor an
capital turned. into the new direction: and. in proportion to
the magnitude and promised blessings of the bounties 1«))1‘ mo-=
nopolies, must these injurious effects ensue. If they 1 appen
but to a trifling extent, the bounties, the monopolies, the pre-
tended encouragements, are comparatively inoperative. .
" Tt-is another of the mischiefs arising from these expedients;,
that- %both bounties and monopolies remarkably discourage
the acquisition-and diffusion of physical and economical knov}sia
ledge.” Their tendency is to discourage all freedom of thoug] (!1:
and calculation.on the part of the, community: physical an
politico-economical knowledge coming more immediately. in
contact with these instruments, are more particularly operated
upon by them. Bounties and monopolies imply a. Judgtim?;-
formed, a. dictation practised on the community; as fo the di-
rection in which their industry should be employed. ‘There
is no appeal made to the understanding «of the people, n?.:ex-_
position, no. explanation, given, 10 CONCUITENCe solicited, no
examination permitted. fﬁle tozl] of those who have the power,
and whose interest may or may not be involved in the opera~
tions, detevmines that. such a. direction off mdustny,shflll_ be
pursued, and levies money or lays restraints to carry: it into
effect. - 'To question this supreme will; is an. insult to its om-~
niscience, if not an attack on its aut}.;omty,. - All‘ diseussion; all
activity of mind, being useless, or being even Judggflpresun_lp}:
tuous, ceases. ~ Of what avail to question, operations whic.
are clothed with the arm of power? -Submission and prostras

. institutions, banishing 4 , ;
" dustry, as the result of sublime wisdom, and wonder how igno~,
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tion of the understanding to the absolute wisdom of the legis-
lators of trade and commerce, are sought for by such legisla-
tors with an avidity always proeportioned to their want of com«
prehension of mind, and exactly in the inverse ratio of their

merits. .- Of what use to the ‘industrious and intelligent to .

weigh, to calenlate, to experiment on the most useful modes
of (ﬁrecﬁng:tbeir productive powers in the éreation of wealth,
when. they” find every thing arbitrarily regulated for thefi?
Restraints and encouragements taken out of the hand of na«

‘ture, and lavished at the caprice of the legislator?  Of whas-.
usz can. intellectual exertion, under sueh circumstances, dis

rected to. such objects, be? . Of what use, but to excite the
ill-will of those who have the sovereign direction? But in
proportion. to the imutility of such exertion and thought under
such: circumstances, is the difficulty of these same operations,
Where: every thing is left to nature, that is to say, to the
wants and desires, to the feelings and state of knowledge of the
community, to the circumstances of soil, climate, and natural
productions. liable to be influenced by physieal and moral
changes, and even by similar ¢ircumstances in remote re~
glons,. there is an ample field for judgeient, experiment, and
speculation ; .even there are to.be found sources of error ‘in
abundance, and there it is- necessary tolead the way, to invite
to investigation,- to conquer’ the love of repose and the indivi-
dual risk ofnéw occupations. But, when in: addition to these
natural obstacles to investigations and -correctness of judging,
when in addition to these, which it would be the object of ‘wis-
domi to sofien and remove, new ‘and arbitrary obstacles are
thrown in the way-of ‘investigation, by factitious rewards and
restraints and endless regulations to- carry them into- effeet,
and the jealousy of power gharding its-own: offspring, can we
wonder that sound views-have been'so lately and so: slowly dif-
fused on these subjects ? Asif the inevitable difficulties of the
investigation were not sufficient, new intricaeies are'imposed
at every step, and comcirrent or counteracting causes and ef-

fects are so mingled togéther, that errers are almost inevitable.. -

In the triumph over the profound ignerance induced by such

chilling interference, legislators regard the most pernicious
%l but their own forced and sickly in-

range so gross, as that around them should presume to-question

the usefil tendencies of. whatever power may chance to have

established. . Physical knowledge, that which consists in an

examination of 'all natural productions, inanimate; vegetable,

and animal, with the view of applying them to use, guiding,

or co-operating with thie productive forces and energiés of na-
X2
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ture; that species of knowledge which is the basis of all in-
dustry, is peculiarly discouraged b artificial regulations and
encouragemerts, - As long as the field of enterprise is' open,
every useful quality of bodies, every physical energy of nature;
is eagerly sought after, that it may be applied t6 .use by the
discoverer, But, under the: system of bounty ahd restraint,
the laws of nature are compelled to give way= industry is
forced and artificial, and the productive powers of nature are
restrained as well as the energies of man. Ifit be a vice al-
smost inseparable from the pursuit of private gain that its ener-
ies are directed with equal effect, to make improvements and
ﬁiscbveries for its.own use and to conceal them from others,
thus arresting the diﬁmion of useful knowledge, tiow much
more strongly will this additional evil tendency apply to fa-
vored trades, where power and legislation foster, instead of
counteraéting, all their selfish-pursuits ! The melancholy con-
solation is, that the restrictive system throws such insuperable
obstaclés in the way of improvement and discovery, - that little
mischief could arise from their concealment. Iiy any disco-
very interfere with the bounty or monopoly, it is restrained;
angwho is to know, who can limit the application of almost
any. physical discovery ? Physical discoveries are only useful
inasmuch as they tend to the increase of human ha piness :
this they mostly accomplish by a new- application of labor to
jmprove or add to the number of the objects of wealth. - But
in proportion as labor in these articles is under the control of
bounties or monopolies, discouragement is thrown in the way
of exertion by narrowing its reward ; ‘and this discouragement
extends not only to the favored articles, but through them to
all other branches of industry. In spite of the restrictive system,
and from other causes, free inquiry has more or less. prevailed
in these countries on the subject of trade,-as well as on other
subjects.” - Where no counteracting causes have been at work,
as in Spain and Portugal, before the late advance towards re-
presentative and elective constitutions and- consequent good
overnment in those countries *, we must look to see the fright-
ul effects, in the annihilation of knowledge and industry, of

" This wds written in the year 1822, The short.sighted audacity:ofa

few families.in Europe has availed itself of the wealth abstracted from the
equality and security of the productive laborers of Europe, to bribe the
expiting ignorance and superstition of these countries to-unite withtheir,
trained bands of savage force to arrest, for @ time, the progress of these in=
stitutions. . . : . o i
© . “Fond, foolish man!, Think’st thou. yon sanguine cloud,..
. Raised by ,th{’ breath, has quench’d the orb of day ¥ . -
To-motrow, he renews the golden flood, ’
And warms the nations with tedoubled ray.”
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“the system of forced and ‘artificial contrivances. The wishes

and the energies of man, and the bounties and the forces of
nature, were alike made to yield to the spirit of intolerant dic-
tation. - And if power -has only to will in order to regulate;
what motive is left to take the trouble of persuading or:of
judging wisely? -Itis but-at this moment tﬁat the rulers-of
“even Brifain herself, the most commereial of nations, -have
begun to act on principles opposed to the gross ignorance: of
national economy, which first gave rise to systems of restric-
tion, and was afterwards perpetuated by them. S
The last of the objections stated as applying equally to
bounties and ‘monopolies is, that. ¢ they are got superfluous,
though unaccompanied with any of the preceding evils, be-
ciuse appropriate means are at hand to accomplish all.the
good expected from them without any of the evil.” - Had we
proved that these artificial means of directing labor were as
‘useful as we have proved them to- be inimical to production
and improvement, it-would not be a legitimate consequence

. that it would be ‘wise to establish them; for they are costly or

penal instruments, or both,” Tt would be necessary therefore
to balance their advantages with- their- admitted evi\*, and to
proceed with caution according to the result. If 4.1y other
mode of attaining the same advantages without the heavy cost
of these expedients, taxation and restraint, could be devised,
it should without hesitation be preferred.- Such a mode is-in
possession of every community that -is wise enough to use it.
1t consists simply in giving impartial -protection to the equal
rights of all, and in gliﬂ'usmg useful knowledge. -. The whole
system of human regulations hitherto, has been Tittle more than
a tissue of restraints and usurpations of one class over another.
Tt has been shown, it is hoped, with sufficient evidence, that
the only way, in which encouragements or restraints have pro-
duced partial benefits (to weigh against their numerous mis-
chiefs) towards the development of human industry, is - when
they have been the means- of diffusing knowledge, and of ex~
citing. the desires and the activity of mankind Into exertion.
Diffusing knowledge of the means of useful production; exci-
ting or inventing desires whose gratification would add to the
sim total of happiness, adding to the powers of skill and labor
b{;, improvements in' chemistry, mechanics, and. other: arts,
physical'and moral ;- all'these are noble objects to be accom-
plishied, and sometimes have been perhaps the' influential mo-

" tives in the'minds of the-depositaries-of power:in lending their

@uthor'ity t'q-the schemes of interested- traders; while at- the
same time it must be.admitted that the accomplishment of
some of these. good -objects. has- been - cotemporary with the

astablishment of systems. of peeuniary encouragenient or penal
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restraint. - Now it is evident that these systems themselves
must have been the ¢gffect of a persuasion, however acquired,
more or less general, of the desirableness of increased pro-
duction, and improved skill in the community. Encourage-
‘ments or restraints must have been the gffect of this persuasion ;
could not have been the cause of it, in the minds of their fra-
mers. 'The sole question is, then, as to the diffiising through
the community this persuasion, this knowledge of what it
would be useful to be done, and of the means of doing it. It
has been shown that forced interference tends to,lea?l astray
and confound the judgement, and.that the possessors of privi-
leges are uniformly as-jealous of whatever little know edge
they possess, particuldrly in the line of their privilege, as of
the privilege itself. Whenever therefore great improvements
in skill and-industry, and new desires leaaing to new enjoy-
ments, have been co-existent with these systems; we may rest
assured that it was that very same change of circumstances—
whatever it might have been—which led t the establishment of
protection and restraint, which led also to the exciting of these
new desires, and to this new development. of skill and industry
in the community ; and.that without such obstructions as those
establishments have been, the progress of improvement would
have béen still more rapid. . ) N

On this ‘part of the subject a capital error-has frequently

" prevailed. - The useful tendency of encouragements -and re-

straints, and the whole artificial ‘system of corporations, ap-
prenticeships, &c., have been held to be demonstrated by tﬁé
fact of the great improvement which took place in every part
of Burope, where, by means of such ‘contrivances, the old
‘Thorrid system of feudal-idleness, superstition, and rapine, was
replaced by industry and independence. = One observation, it
is hoped, will set this objection to rest. The whole feudal
system was nothing but a mass of the usurpations of foree, an,
all-pervading. viplation, in gross and in detail, of the principles
of security and equality.. . Succeeding therefore to such a sy-
stem, and .comipared with it; the establishment of corporations
and of privileges to. the associated, was in fact, to an immense
extent, the remaval of feudal restraints, the bsserting, in oppo-
sition to feudal harbarism, the principles of security and equa-
lity ; and all the good effects.of such establishments arose from

their. 'conformin%lrto the principles we have laid down; bating’
t

the evils which théir ignorant violation of these prineiples pro~
duced, and still generates in a new state of things, in which the
monster of feodality is' almost conguered. The restraints which
‘these establishments inypose, as compared to the rule of justice,
of security and equality, are most mischievous, and ou ht to
tease. The restraints which' they impose; conipared with that

‘restiictive dand protecting systeni-would-
‘blessing. - I#s restraints are-so few comp
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utter insecurity and asurping rulé of forcs, that ¢hardicterised
feudal times, is as vexatious mischief cofnpared to utter deso-
lation. © The reasori of these antizfeudal establishmenits not pro<
ducing pure good, was the restraints which they still retaiied
or invented. Inno state of soéiety could such éncoufageimeiits
or restraints be wise: but to éxpect that absoluté wisdom &sto
the regulation of industry, would have-sprung up-at once amidst
feudal proseription of intelleét, is nomore rational thanto expect
that the steam-:ship would have sprurig forth'as soon as the fiist
boat of wicker-work and skins was launched on-the waves: The
steam-ship, set afloat by improvemelits 1it’ inechanics and' che-
aistry, is worthy the improved krowledge of the age; while, to
our shame, the corporations and festrictions of barbarous-agés,
the wicker-work #nd skins of political éconoiny, are still our
ne-plus-ulira of wisdom in aitzve, whatever it may be in zheo~
retical, social science: It is plain, then, that the origin of even
the restrictive’ and partially protecting system itself, i dn ar-
gi.lmeht ‘againist its continuatice, amdg in favor of our prifici~
plés. - JEE e
In a country desolated by a system of brutsl force about
equal‘in gtrocity with the fetidal System, in Egypt, Sytia, or
in alinost any othier part of the Turkish despotism, Where the
eveiyday principle aid practice of whiit i§ calléd government,
is a'syitématic violation of security, where ighorant rapacity
snatches: from thie hand of the producer the fruits of his labor;
4l all iiidustry is extinguished, and the scanty exértion of dé~-
spondency scarcely- remains sufficient to pefpetuate by repro-
duction”the iieans of éxisteice; in such countiiés, even the:
)& a Compargtive .
d - with those of
lawléss. or of law-dirscted force, " that-cotfiparative - industrs

would iinmediately irevive out of -the -cotitrast. No rafiona
mani however would now endeéavour by ‘such -partial restric-
tions to restore theri to Prospeérity. e would establish-at
once the entifz security of the productive laborer in dirécting
his labor whére ke thought thost advantageoils, and inl the free-
use of its produicts, and the law would afford impaitial protec<-
tion o' all, without aity exclusivé favoritisi to afty. Uridet”
the-influence of free-labor. and - Goluntary exchirges; Bud
consequienices, to be: hireafter developed, ficcessarily. resultin,
iny the ‘present sthte of ht iirs; jing pris
ciples; thesé fine: cotiti ( :
ashies; ‘and thé soil, ‘prodiicts, -and:sitiiation, would &
active-hand of indiistry with life; bedu njo
the remnant of the fine race, How liong: its*
fields; would éxpand. inté natiois of frée and’ intelligeiit me.”

T

.

iz
i
i




136 .- Natural Laws of Distribution: ~ [Crap. L

Had Bugnaperte remaitied. i ‘Asia'and established there-free.
industry; instead-of returning?to desolate Europe, mankind:
would have been indebted'to him,- in proportion te the:re~
straints which he would there have removed from the.deve-
lIopment of human thought and action.. Even the -ordinary
European restrictive system would be there comparative li-
berty, and would operate as partial security did on the feudal
system ; but it would be absurd to conclude from: thence that
it was the restrictive and not-the anti-restrictive part of that
system that produced the good effect, ;

.. 'The only but the all-sufficient remaining measure, in addi«
tion to the removal of restraints and the protection of volun-
tary exchanges, which legislatures could adopt to favor the
progress of national wealth, is the diffiusion of knowledge. But,

. as it is too important to be here incidentally touched upon, we

must refer to the chapter on that subject.

- .- Having thus dismissed those evils, in which restraints and

encouragements, moriopelies and bounties, for the most part
agree, it remains that we notice the mischiefs almost peculiar
to monopolies,: ' v - - ..o T

./ The evil or mischief first noticed is, that.*monopolies re-
quire pupishments, ‘mostly ¢ruel and sanguinary, for their
support,” Without punishments law-making and restraints
are useless ; every law must have its sanction ; (in cases of ciyil
law, restitution is the sanction); and these laws which are the
most useful to monopolies, giving them the greatest exclusive
privileges, are exactly those which require the most terrible
sanctions, as violating most flagrantly the common rights and
gympathies of mankind. -Hence the necéssity for exemplary
umshments in direct ratio to the injustice of ‘the monopoly.,
That all monopolies, the Dutch, the Spanish, the English, 1in

- Europe, America, and Asia, have been enforced by.punish~

ments frequently the most atrocious, is a matter of history ;
and-the necessity of such punishments to support such esta-
blishments is quite natural and palpable.. When the lawin~
flicts punishment for what is really an immoral, that is to say,
4 pernicious action, as for stealing, fraud, burning, or mur-
der ; although the punishment may be severe and sanguinary,
and tend to brutify and harden the people, still the real evil of
the crime, the insecurity and alarm arising from its prevalence
if unrestrairied, operate so strongly on the peaceable and-the
industrious as to, countérbalance t{ne horror produced by the

. punishment, and to.weaken the sympathy for the tormented
-criminal,. - If the feelings are blunted and, ¢ruelty engendered.
by-the sight of cold-blooded. deeds of human: butchery ;. this

evil is not absolytely without .an equivalent. in the diminution
4 ‘

‘and equality,
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" of real crirne-eﬂ'eétéd by such terror. . But in the 'case of cruel

punishments, or of any punishments, inflicted in support of
monopolies,. where is the equivalent for. the violence done to.
human feelings ? for the acute sympathy with the sufferer?
for the association of-cruelty and injustice with law.in general?
and the consequent hatred of all law ? The act for which the.
punishment is inflicted ‘is a strictly moral, a meritorious act,
that.of directing labor. where it will be most productive: the
crime is imaginary and of the law’s creation. . All netions of
justice: are reversed, the. intellectual faculty of the commu-
nity is bewildered, morality has no basis on which to found
its judgements; and if the-terror of -punishment . succeed—
which it never has done where the temptation was strong, .and
the profit of contravening high—it can only be at the expense
of the degradation of the activity and the intelligence of
the community. -'When punishments are not severe, the only
reason is, that, for some cause or other, the prohibited ling of
industry is ‘not worth following, in which case the monopoly
¢onfers no advantage and is useless ta the favored few, . Society
receives therefore. no equivalent for.such punishments; but,
ipstead of equivalent, all their effects are so many huge masses
of evil, contempt of law, bewildering ofthe intellect, annihila-
tion of benevolence, pernicious activity or slavish inaction, su-

-peradded to the wanton pain or inconveniences of the punish-

ment, and violating at every step the great principles of security
- A second evil imputed particularly to_monopolies,_ is, that
%they generate atrocious avarice and injustice in the favored
traders, from the abuse of the power intrusted to them to sup-
port the monopoly.” History concurshere also with the tenden-
cles of things in proving this additional mischief. The atrocities.
of the agents of the great- Dutch monopolies both in the East
and West India Islands and on the Maingof the English in the
East-Indies; and of the Spaniards in supporting their eternal
restrictions in America,, must: be familiar to every one who has

read the history of these companies, or of the nations to which

they- belong.. -To produce a famine or an: approach to a fa-
ming; that a speculator might enrich himself by means of those
advanced prices which would produce:disease and.the linger-
ing death of his fellow-creatures, is but.a specimen of the ex-
pedients resorted- to by avarice when.intrusted. with power .
without.accountability. - “Where monopolies are.established at
heme, :whether. in favor of the executive government, or- of in-
dividuals,-so:much cruelty of this kind is. not practised, the go-
vernment. watching Q,v"er,v'the‘monop_olists_.under; “its eye and
jealous of their assumption of power; or, if itself practising the
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monopoly, having still more important objects and cares to
distract its attention from the miere pursuit of avarice. *Tisin’
case-of foreign monopolies, -where a so-called civilized. nation
intrusts to 'a company  of its trading citizens ‘the pretended
right; which the parent.society never possessed and could.xiot
corifer, of sovereignity, of ruling, of restraining, whether by laws
or through momentary despotic will, the Ia%or, property, and
person o% the inhabitants; with the sole view of making:sub-
servient to avarice, thatsovereignty over tribes or nations dis-
covered by navigation, that the iniquity of the system has most:
glaringly displayed itself. . - - - - ceo

* Several . circumstances have tended to mislead the publie:
judgement respecting these monopolies, and to palliate their
‘fiiiquities: ‘The nations. or tribes over which these usurping’
¢ompanies established. themselves, whether .in Asia or Aie-~
tica, were always. either mere barbarians; . or subject :to half~
civilized despotisms, or contemptible from their weakness;
and in all cases were ignorant and impotent compared: with
the European monopolists. Their superstitious feelings. and:
prejudices moreover;. differing from those of Europe-—then as
firious: as they were absurd and: cruel—deprived them of :the
strong-sympathy which a‘community of faith in' any extrava-
gancies 1s-apt to engender. . 'Was any exaction; any robbery
practised by the strangers under the veil of power ?* weré any
dbsurd and .mischievous. commercial regulations .established 2.
similar exactions, similar or more glaring absurdities; coiild.
be-adduced as prevailirig amorigst the natives themselves : they
wished for no better, they understood no better, they deserved

no better: -the natives had bieen -accustomed to absurdity and

misriile, and were therefore esteemed to be unji for.any better
systeii—as if the best mode of curing:a.disease were to: eon=:
tinue the deleterious. canses that had produced-it!. But the:

.object of monopolists is- niot. toctire: the ‘moral or. political

vicey of those ‘with: whom they trade; and over whom: they.
hiave power, but to entich themselves, -and to turn to a-mer-
caitile account the vices or the virtues they: meet with::. Be~
sides, an answer always ready -and of sovereign efficicy. was,:
«They sre- 1ot 'of our commuiicn, they:are. not of our: faithy:
they afe impidus-and-execrable ifi-the eye: of onr heaven;: and:
thetefore *tis absurd to talk of egund justice to thetn; ignprant
and: miserable unbelievers in out rites and doctrines.” - Thus
was-etipidity -backed by fanaticismy by -a:consciousness of its:
own intellectual 4nd physical superiority,” and.by:tortempt-of
those, if possible still miore mischievoiis institutions:and regu~
latioris which it wished “to.supersede by regulations and: acs
tions $ometinies a shade . less, sometimes a shade more:tros,
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cious. Is it wonderful that a public at home, fanatical, ava-
ricious, half-informed, like the monopolists themselves, should
esteem .such circumstances,- fully explanatory of the very. ve-
nzel and nafural exertions made by their trading countrymen
abroad to’ consolidate their mercantile power? Had these
exclusive companies discovered or established connexions with
communities possessing more knowledge, of wiser institutions,
and more powerful than themselves, their atrocious avarice
and, injustice would not have been heard of} having no food
to feed upon abroad, and no excuses with which to delight
the vicious, to deceive the ignorant, and to insult the intelli=
gent at home, ‘ L o i o

. A third evil imputed particularly to monopolies, is; that
% they have in fact in almost every instance turned out ruinous
as trading speculations; and have degenerated into theatres
of corruption and plunder of the agents, at the expense of
the trade, of the community at home, and of the foreigners
over whom their power has extended.” These facts alone,
the ascertained and historical result of almost all monopolies,
supported by power, (for without force there can be no
monopoly, all voluntary ekchanges being not only innocent
but salutary,) are sufficient to banish such:expedierits. for ever
from. all, enlighteited legislation. , The experiment has been
tried over and over again, on ‘the most extensive scale, by .
nation after nation, in almost every trading portion of the
globe, and the question has been decided against monopolies
as expedients to ensure mercantile gain. ~Experience has as
satisfactorily shown, that they are instrumients of the waste and
ruin of capital compared with trade carried on by the activity
and economy of private enterptrise, as that the power of
windmills is excelléd by the immense and regular energy of
steam.. ~All great monopolies, -ending Withi%lé. English Kast .
India Company, have become insolvent.  Notwithstanding its
mercantile losses, this. company still -exists, partly by.means
of what is called referiue, taken by force from the unfortunate .
inhabitants of Hindostan, to help to balance its losses, partly
by the contracting of a debt, which_ it will never be able to
pay. . Tolevy revenue for such a purpose,, so foreign from at
lenst the usual ostensible pretext of applying it to tﬁe support, . -
of ‘the public institutions, for dispensing justice, morality;
education, &c. through the community who pay it, has been
teserved for the iinpudence of a trading company.. - Legally
plundering theé peoplé with whom they trade, to make up for
the bilance of losses; caused by every species, of waste and
abuse!! . 'Why then does this Company continue to exist?
Private sinister interést, and politic ide

rations support.it,
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Its original mere mercantile object is now entirely lost in these
new views and interests, Originally from vile mercantile
jealousy, and afterwards from an imbecility of rule surpassing
the ‘cruel and vindictive weakness of the now obliterated Spa-
nish despotism tewards South America, it excludes Englishmen
not employed in the monopoly, from even éntering éés Zerrifo-
ries! ! ‘the very measure, the introduction of active and intelli-
gent Europeans, which would tend most' to diffuse knowledge,
new artsand civilization through the country, and amalgamate
the European and Asiatic races. 'While to unpeopled regions
in Austral-Asia we are forcibly exporting thieves and giving
bounties to the honest, to carry there a nucleus of any species
of a British population ; from the peopled and trading shores
of ‘Hindostan, a disgraceful policy, selfish, cruel, and foolish,
" initerdicts the approach of the enlightened, the industrious,
and the brave; -thus trampling - at once on the most sacred
. rights of almost half the people of the globe, the security, the
right to free labor and ‘voluntary éxchanges, of the millions
' oﬁ Hindostan and of Europe and America, particalarly of
" the ‘Britannic Islands. Oh! may some daring genius s6on
and severely ask these jailors, by what right they have:so
long dared to lock out from all intercourse with the world.of’
.their fellow-creatures, the tens of millions of Hindostan ¥
Establishments supported by such means cannot deserve to
exist.. ‘Why then are théy supported? ' Why is this anomaly
of a trading’ despotism suffered to continue?- Not for the
trade—that is notoriously bad, though propped up by robbery
_ under the hame of revenue. Not for the sake of the consumer
" at home: for lie pays double to the monopoly for what he
could get by freetrade -at half-price.” First, for the sinister
interest of the servants, military, civil, and mercantile, of the
- Company ; -next, to prevent the Government at home, as now
constituted, from making a: still worse use of what is called
the patronage, or- at all events to keep this patronage ‘iri the
hends of the Company’s Directors. 'In no %ands however,
“neither in those of the Companynor the Government, should
such patronage be placed. om0 e
Thus it is that these monopolies are attended with evils'in~
calculable. To the friends and connexions of those who have
influence in the direction, and to their interést alone,” the/in:

“terest of providing for them by making their fortunes”in
India, where they themselves become the governors and
agents of the govérnors, .withott'any interference of the in-
Habitants of the countiy in their own affairs ; to the sordid in-

" terest of these ‘4gents, ‘destined to bring in: suecession . the
spoils of Asia to-E%;fope,‘ spoils exacted €icher by openplunder
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‘or'by a grinding taxation, is, the right to security, eqi’lalit‘y',
:and political liberty, of nearly. a hundred millions of rational

«creatures deliberately sacrificed ; .because they were perhaps

.almost as wretched: before we visited them! And when these

men, so enriched by foreign plunder, come home, their wealth,
effeminacy, and oriental habits of oppression ‘and. coutempt

-for the rights and feelings of their fellow-creatures, make them

.admirable tools in diffusing servility.and corruption at home,

“as if to avenge on British freedom and happiness the untold

‘miseries and . degradation of the East. - Yes, this is indeed a
moral retribution ; not the capricious sporting of imaginary
beings with the destinies of human creatures, but the un-

erring -operation of the laws of our physical and mental or-

ganization, necessitating a course of vicious action to those
whose habits have been formed. by the practice of corruption,
-cruelty, and oppression. : T K
- But to return. There is another mode, a branch of the
system of monopoly, ‘of encouraging a home trade at the ex-
pense of -all foreign competition, by,alaying duties, not for the
sake of revenue, but forthe mere sake of protection, on all
rival foreign:goods.. . Its importance mdy. justify .a short se-
parate consideration. .. v oo 0

.- Pirst; we are no more permitted, by the principle of wtility,
to invade the security, the right to free labor.and voluntary
exchanges, of foreign communities, than. of that in which we
Tive;. because it will lead to retaliation -and, reprisals, by
which our own industry will be in return equally shackled by
them, and to effects of their.ill-will in whatever.other way they
may have an opportunity of showing it; so that striking at their
rights: is indirectly attacking our own: the differerices. of
language and government do not substract -an atom from the
advantages of free ‘competition and exchanges, these depend-

ing on differences of soil, natural productions,. climate, and

on a greater- facility . (however acquired) in. the production of

~Various articles. Difference of language -and government. is

rather a presumption in favor of these foreign exchgngqs,_ in-
asmuch as they are almost.always. accompanied, to a much

. greater degree than at home, with dissimilarity of skill and

produce. . Another reason is, because injustice practised to

strangets, to any of our fellow. creatures, . corrupts the judge- "

ment,: hardens or distracts the moral feelings; and thus, de-
teriorating the general character, lessens. the capacity to be-

. mevolent enjoyment, and prepares. for the practice of similar
. injustice: towards those around us. . : ...

- Second,  suchmercantile duties on.fol‘eign.prbdhCﬁdné_ I‘Rlbe
the price, while they: deteriorate the quality of thearticles piro-
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tected, -on all-the home consumers :- they raise the price; "be-
cause; if the home goads could be made at home as cheap as
the foreign, protection by duty or otherwise would be super-
fluous ; and they deteriorate the quality, because they prevént
the full éffect of foreign added. to home competition,

Third; they give no additional profit to the home manufac-
turers, (risk of discontinuance, &c., considered,) competition
amongst themselves soon bringing that down to the level of
profit of similar occupations: whatever more they get is only
a premium injuriously taken from the rest of the community
to compensate for their risk, ignorance, &c., in the new-un-

dertaking. .

’Foulltﬁ,’ as affecting the national capital, the aggregate of
that of individuals, as a whole, they lessen it and its total pro-
duce, by diverting a part. of it out of its former more profit-

able employment, whatever that might have ‘been, into the

néw employnient, the natural profit. of which would net sup-
port it without removing competition by the duty. . :
- Fifth, if the protecting duty be high, it leads to all the
miseries, vices; contempt-of law and justice which oughs to be
the same, waste of property, &c., of smuggling, and to the
expenses, punishments, and vexatious restrictions, necessary
to enforce a collection of the duty. If on the contrary the
duty be low, so as to render smuggling not worth the risk, the
protection is.in that very same proportion inefficient and un-
called for. - All these evils. are resolvable into violations of
equality or security, or of both. ST

A specious fallacy is frequently employed to: deceive man-
kind into an approbation of violations of the great principles
of security and equality, by alleging, ‘and truly alleging, *that
many most' splendid.and’ lucrative %ranches of manufactures
and commerce could not exist in’ particular countries “without
the:aid of the artificial ‘system of restraints and encourage-
ments. Where any species of-industry, ever so splendid in
the:seat of its prosperity, cannot be-introduced by natural
means, by diffusing’ knowledge, exciting desires; -and in«
creasing skill ; there, ‘it is.a demonstration that in zhat loca-.
lity, ‘at that fime, it must be most pernicious to introduce “it,,
however ‘magnificently it may flourish abroad. IF it cannot
be introdriced by natural means, what’s the reason?* Becauise,
either the natural produictions necessary for its fabrication, as:
coal-pits and metaﬁic mines in England in the vicinity of each:
other, as grapes ‘on ‘the sides of sunny hills in warmer regions,

are wanting; or capital or machinery are wanting; or, al-

though none of these' may be Wantinlg, there' may be some
other article for the fabrication of which we have, whether
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from nature:or art; 'such peculiar facilities, -as to enable us,
after supplying our own wants, ‘to produce with less labor an
equivalent for the foreign article, than we could produce the.
article itself. Inallthese casesit is clearly our interest. ¢almly
to forgo an unattainable object, or attainable at the expense
of the evils already-enlarged upen; according to the different
expedients that might be used for' forcibly mtroducing . the
new -article. . The ‘effect of the forced introduction would
be; 'that the very same hands, or number of hands, that with
less labor under the natural system produced the equivalent,
would with much mere labor produce, under the foreced sy=
stem, the foreign article wanted. In case of forcing the making
of the foreign article at home, the cheap equivalent must cease
to be produced, not being wanted." :

After the lengthened, perhaps the too much lengthened,
investigation which we have: given to the oft-reprobated but
still widely-practised systems of interference with free labor
and- voluntary. exchanges, by pecuniary encouragement -or

. penal restraint ; violating the great principles of security and

equality, on'which the just distribution of wealth reposes ; it
will not be necessary to dwell on.the minor expedients of petty
corporations varying in every. city and town, -and violating in
a hundred . ways. the principles of free industry. - The. less
skill any man or number of men have in explaining and re-
commending ‘what they wish to have accomplished, the moig
are. they inglined: to ‘make use of force; as a;supplemefit: to;
or. substitute for, persuasion. Hence; -and from the <uni»
versal love. of power and desire of gain, though at the expense
of ‘the: labor.of -others, the capricious and impertinent fetters
under - which . human industry, more or less, every where
languishes... Even in;the North American United States;: thag
maximum of iniquity, .of personal wrong, :the accuised and
accursing slave-trade, one of*.the precious. inheritances of
colonial: protectiony still exists,  ‘When' that otherwise fiee
and happy people is so slow:in removing: so. foula $tain.on the
morality of their national character, :we cannoet wonder: that
forced apprenticeships, combination’ laws, regulation. of wages
laws,- artisan'and tool-imprisonment laws, regrating laws, fore-
stalling laws, witcheraft laws, or game laws, should still exiss
amidst the-mive of: European regulations ;. though publie. opi-
nion deters the coward: malignity, -that wants the honesty and
the:humanity: to repeal, from often.enforcing them. . “Fhey all
invade; in a. greater-or less’degree, the sacred principle of
security. (with. us mo. hypocritical . pyinciple, favoring the rich
alone); but sacred:to.the protection of the-labor of the:poor;
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a5 wéll as of the products of labor: possessed by the rich; iin=
;irvtgzl ti)s a(il Sgch laws also-invade the sister principle of

e . , bot in obedi-
equality—which should never be departed from but in ol ‘
egcé ‘toysecurity.—-becaus'e they foreibly: take from the.poor to
increase the store or the enjoyments of the rich.. For thex;-
minor evils, arising from their peculiar -objects and circum-

“stances, they must be left-to the discernment of the reader. .

- Having now proved that neither pecuniary reward nor the
exertion of force, that neither.encouragements:nor restraints;
are wanting; but are on the contrary extremely prejudicial to
the production of ‘wealth by labor; let us»procee(_i to thenext
proposition. - . ‘

T

_ SECTION 13,

T nequality in the distribution of wealth, and that alone;
T}fzg;;z;ﬁ Zrise:y from securing to every man the fn’ruse‘qf kis
‘labor, and its products,” and the :volzmtqry 'gfxchanges t{zen__qe
ensuing, should be upheld ; beciuse, wztlzozft that extent qf
. inequality, there would be no SECURITY, twithout security no
* ‘production, without production no wealtlz to dzsfrzbu’te".v_v_

Weze food and all other objects of wea'ltfh suﬁpheyd to: man;
like light; air, and in most places water, ifi suc qugngtxes,as
to be abundant for all, without the necessity of any"human
effort for. their preduction; an'd were it pl:opost;d, -in order ' to
make them produce more happiness, to limit their consumption

by the greater number of individuals of: the community, that

*remainder’ might have more than’ they could'consgmlg';
%ﬁol; there that’lv%ould not - exclaim -against the ‘absu.rdn'jy of
‘suchi a proposal ? ~ Or, were:they only in such quantity, b]ut
still unconnected with human-exertion,: as to a‘ﬂord‘butta i
mited supply to all, enough for mere necessary ’usebut. not
for superfiuity ; would not the. person; m't]_ns case also,-be
deemed irrational ‘who- should propose to- mcrgzse.thq sum
total of the happiness of the community, by gny»mequahty._pf
distribution, - taking from some what was merely’gecgssary,éhm
order to load- others with- satiety? -~ The' absurdity and- the

mischief in the latter case would be the greatest : for those who

hiad at best-but merely necessaries; would spﬁ'ex:-plorevpaihsjin‘.
being dep;'ived of th"eyxy‘n to add to the: superfluities of others;

than those who-previously possessed abundance. Suppo§e=;z§3
third case, that a given supply, -any:how obtained, ~but withe
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out the intefvention of human. exertion, that would- give but
a.treat to all, were. every,year, every month, or: gvery day,
‘nequired by .a, eommunity ; the enjoymerit of any individual
using at the: saine time 500, 1000, or any other number of
those. portions,: would scarcely, from the laws of our organi-
zation, double the enjoyment of any ong ‘of those from, whom
one of the single shares was taken or withheld. T his; it is
hoped,- has. been , already niade evident in sections. 8 and' 9,
and will be further proved when we inquire into the effects of
‘g:f'c,ess_z've. inequality of wealth on the: happiness of .a commu=
WY.L F T Y S T S PP S

- .t{n all cases then, whether of a large or small supply, where
human effort has not been co,ncernec? in the production, eqtia-
lity - of distribution is the rule of justice. Let the reader
pause, -reflect, -and speculate, and assign if he can any other
Justification amongst beings. similarly constituted,, capable of
equal degrees of happiness, of a departure from the law of
equality in distribution, than the necessity of human exertion

for the production. . There can be no other justification of a

departure from equality. of distribution. ' Its blessirigs are so
transcendently great, so. productive .of immensely increased
agreeable sensations, peace, and beneyolence,. that never but
when justified by the necessity of continued production. should
they be departed from. To this superior necessity, and to this
alone, must they yield; and to. this mecessity. must they .be
strictly limited. B L S e ey
.- What is the circumstance which distinguishes. the objects
of wealth as means of enjoyment, from other-means of -enjoy-
ment which come not under the name of wealth? The ne-
cessity of labor for their production.. -In nothing but,in. being
the . creatures of human labor, do- they differ. from. other
sources:of enjoyment. “Without labor they. could not exist,
Without security—which means the exclusivé possession by
every man of all the. advantages of his labor—labor would
not be called forth.. Therefore in the distribution of such
articles where labor is employed,. called articles of ‘wealth,
and in these alone;, equality must.be limited by security, .be-
cause, in no other case are. equality and production incompa=
tible with each other. What is the reason of this ? that equa-
lity is mot, wherever attainable, to be. desired ?. is. it that
equality. itself is not founded: in justice. and productive of
happiness?  Far from.it. But because its paramount; bless- -
ings camnot.be  obtained, when applied to one -particular
class of objects of .desire, those which are produced by labor,
called objects of wealth, without destroying, the source,. the
supply of such objects, -~ Were, it possible to ensure a repro-
L .
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ductioh by labor of the articles equally consumed, all thé ad+

" vantages of equality would be as fully derivable from the equal

istribution of objests of wealth, as of any: other objects of
mm:f mief s of Emppiu&*; whatever. ~ A celebrabe{i
Exw‘c&iml as well as philesophical inquiver, concelves that he

“$ias demonstrated  caxperimentally that reproduction and

egusltity ot incompatible even when applied to ob~
- of :;zlﬁz, produced, as they ali are, by labor. I:Ig
conceives that he has proved that ether motives, besides ér<

dividual necessity sud the love of the factitious pleasures of -

sority of wealth, can be found, and :nade t;}) ggg}aﬁ
vith snfficient ensrgy, to gnsure a constant reproduction
:ﬁﬁé?n%;iﬁib, fo%yt?he equal use of the whole community.
As almost all falsehood and violence, and as @il .<;teahnlg‘;'1 pro~
¢eeds from inequality of distribution of wealth; e 1;731:1 cer-
‘tainly be no mean benefactor to his species, who cou emoi-
‘strate the practicsbility of thoroughly emdlcann% b}ir; fmov-
ing the causes of, these the most numerous by far of uman
sniseries and vices. The-mischiefs arising from the Hf!rls-legiu-
Tation of our.appétites, passions, and desires, and (ﬁm tt;;i
want of knowledge and loss of the pleasures of inte e{;
- cnlture; would be the only ones to which the.attentmln_ Otteso-‘
“eiety would be then anxiously directed : and the who 3 aﬁ It:
tion being concentrated on these, the prospects of inde mt
improvement’ would - be captivating ’md_eg . In-a sep;m e
. chapter will be investigated Mr, Owen’s views, which are fytzo
means regarded as visionary speculations, but as some o l:
most important problems of social science that were ever su
mitted to the consideration of mankind. ~ have.
In the -course of our argument in this inquiry, w;res a\lr)e,
fiowever, all along reasoned on the supposition of la og;i .
individieed competition, and taken it for vanted, in oppost ptn‘
.-to Mr. Owen, that the re-pr?ductlon of wealth and }iecun- y
were incompatible with equality of wealth. Byno Sﬁ en'u':1 or
combination affecting & whole community, have t ese g :1-
cordant principles-been ever yet in human practice reconcl &
But to assert that they could not, 2s'moral wisdom improved;
be found reconcileable, would be as presumptuous ;'eascz{mngt
fr&m-ignorance, in 'morals, as to assert, In physics, ég.n o
‘many years ago the-writer heard the assertion made by 5n e-,x&
perienced naval -officer, who now owns a steam-vess ] ;!kl)
‘practises what he pronounced .1mpract1¢ablg) that it would be
impossible to apply steam navigation to the ocean or to strc;llllg
river'currents. -No-part of our argument is'built even on ! e
practicability of reconciling these two ‘hitherto rival pranmp es
of ’seéurity and equality ; or rather of reproduction and equa-
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lity : for although equality might leave every one secure in the
possession of his equal share by taking away the motives to
plunder, it would remain still, under such' cireumstances;. to.
supply motives o production. Thisis the real difficulty ; which
Mr. Owen conceives he has solved. Conceding therefore so
much on the one hand, ‘we must strictl guard; on the. othery
against the abuses and false inferences that may be drawn from-
this concession. "Wherever inequality is not called for by the
clear necessity of*security, not of that false seeyrity which. is
partially applied to'soothe the imaginary alarms. of the rich,

rotecting mere possession however acquired, while it over~
ooks violence applied to the very means of existence:of the
poor; but of that equal and just security which is alike.to all ;
equality is to be pursued as the means of the greatest happi-
tiess derivable from distribution. Quite opposite to this “has
beenthe current philosophy, .in order to uphold the enormous.
practices every wherein-operation, and outraging equally the
principles of security and equality. There is scarcely a vio~
lation of. the principle of security, for which the maintenance:
of that principle has not served as a pretext.. The word, se<
curity, once laid hold of by the lovers of exclusive privileges
and possessions, . and but partially. understood or wilfully mis-
represented, -has been reserved for the protection of the rich
and powertul aloné, to guard. their possessions,. however ac<

quired, though at the expense not only of equality, but of fhe -

security of the rest of the community, and has beeri by the rich
used as a°cover for every oppression, nay as. a justification of
the most. atrocious cruelty, the worst species of vice. .. To:
Justify that transcendent enormity, -the slave-trade, including;
in itself all the complicated. evils' combined arising from the.
violation of the principle of security, thename of that same
principle ‘of security has been as :unblushingly as absurdly:
profaned. - Allowing for a moment that our demonstration.of
thie-sole original right to-property, as founded :on - free labor
and voluntary exchanges, is erroneous; allowing that it would,
tend to the happiness of a community that property should be
acquired by its members by force or-fraud, and that.such ae- .
quisitions:should be eternally by force or. fraud. maintained; -
still the simple question of ‘security comes to this, There are
#wo human beings; the slave and the owner, equally concernéd
imthe maintenance of this principle.of secutity. ~If the slave
were a house or an ox,. or any such species of ‘property, .and
not-a_sentient. being like the owner, the principle of security
would then apply to the owner alone;:but wherevér man and .
labor are concerned, theprinciple.of security will apply. To
the owner. the principle’ of security says, -% Your property;
L2 ) '
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that is to say, the free use and glirecpiopof your la_bm‘ and all:
your faculties (not interfering with similar rights in othexl's),i
and the right of voluntary exchanges for the products of t hat
labor; and also, as an item of this your property, your ex-
pectation of so much happiness from theuse of the 11v1i1g ma-
chine - (provided it was acquired by”h‘ee labor -or vo unta}x y
exchange) shall be awarded to you. But to the slave the
same principle of security says, « Your property, that is to.says

the free use and ‘direction of your labor and all your faculties

(not interfering with similar rights in others); and the '1'1g111}§ loi;
voluntary exchanges for the Prox'luct;s of .tha't labor, Sl}'él be
awarded to you” How can justice in this case reconcile se-
curity with security ?- the security of the master with the lse-‘
curity . of ‘the slave?. It is impossible. But in such- and &
thousand similar cases, where. two moral duties interfere with;

_each other; and it is impossible to perform them both, whatis

ct which necessity, in compliance with the prmcnple:
2];’etfle§"1:eatest good, requi;‘es:? - That the lesser duty should be.
sacrificed o the greater : making always such compemsat;(lm(i
where practicable, to the party suffering as will not be attende b
with other preponderant mischief. In cases like the.preserlxt,=
where the injustice has been sanctioned and upheld-by the
public regulations and public force, the compensation should:
be paid by the public. Compensation or: not, the Sr-naulfr
evil,. the smaller breach of dut}t, must ’pe preferrec} to the
greatet. - The greater security of the sentient and rational be-
ing, the slave, mustbe preferred to the smaller security of thfa
sentient and rational being, the owner. In t}le security of th‘el
slave. are. comprehended all his rights, all kis means of happi-
ness, not only those arising from v_ve;dth, but ﬁ'om all othler
sources; all compromised and annihilated by slavery. Inthe
security of the master is: comprehended that additional I)a-i
lance of enjoyment which the forced labor of the slave coulc
‘give him over and above the paid voluntary labor of any hired
aborer. ' This balance, taking the large interest on the original
cost into the . account, is demoxgstl'ably, in most cases, no
balance at all in favor of, but is against, the .slave-owner.
Whether in any case;, under circumstanges ever so favorable,
the balance of profit to the agriculturist or manufacturer, is.
jn favor of slave over free labor, at an equal cost, seems. not
to be fully ascertained. < The amount. of the gross produce, of
the mass for consumption and happiness, is always diminished
by forced labor or slavery: the only question is as to the share
of the -employer, whether  #at; putting down the dinterest ‘o'r
enjoyment of the forced'laborers,: the slaves, as nothing, is
not always diminished by substituting slave for voluntary labor.
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The loss, to .the-owner, of the malignant gratification of
domination and cruelty, we pass by, as more than counter-
balanced by the disquietudes, precautions, and.efforts neces<
sary to uphold forced labor, 'The security of the master con-
sists in the preservation to him of a very doubtfil balance .of
enjoyment in one 7tem of all the numerous sources of happi-
ness_incident to human beings. The security of the slave
consists in the preservation to him of every item of all possible
sotirces of happiness, of which slavery robs him, and lodges in
the caprice of another person.. Thus then, -on the principle
of security alone, so.ignorantly and so grossly profaned by the
owners of slaves and the forcible retainers every where of theiy
fellow creatures’ rights, do their practices stand condemned*,
The principle of “security” is the mortal. foe of slavery,
and of all injustice. The security . of acquived property, i
produge of labor, is only a branch of the security of labor:
and the security of lebor i only a branch of general security,
guarantying equal rights to all. sentient and rational beings,
Jounded on their similar organization dand the equal utility .of
these rights to all. “"Where two masses of securjty:-are incom-,
patible with each other, the sacrifice of the smaller mass is to
be preferred. - : S e
' Haying thus shown, in so flagrant a case,. the mischiefs prac~
tised and justified under the pretext of doing -horhage ‘to the
principle of security, it will be easy to detect its abuse’in all
other cases. : Equality of enjoyment, .arising from equality of
distribution, is never to be sacrificed, but w?le'n a(regl, not an
imaginary, security. demands it; when a real balance of se~
curity. demands . the sacrifice as necessary to reproduction,
Tor what purpese should any, the smallest, portion of in-
equality not necessary for production.be: maintained? - 'To
miaintain the happiness of those who profit by the inequality ?.
But you thereby destroy a much greaterportion of happiness
of those at-whose expense the inequality is acquired. “There
is 0o other reason than the necessity of supplying motives to
production for any portion of inequality of distribution. Were:. -
there no fear of deficient reproduction, were not voluntarylabor:
the necessary ingredient in that reproduction, why reward one
person more than another, and at the expense of that other, with'
what is equally necessary, orwould give equal enjoyment, to all?
Were the human race like the race of many vther animals; as.
that of the cats, in which the lion or the tiger requires ten times:

* It is pleasing to obscrve that one of ‘the first aefs of .the Congress of
the representatives of Columbia, under the presidency of General. Bolivar,
has been, the gradual emancipation of all the slaves of the nation, nearly
on this basis,—Frecdom to the slave : comﬁensatioﬁ, by thé nation uphold};“

ing the wrong and participating in the wickedness, to the owner, * -
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‘the food of the common cat, it might then be right to assign
to the Liliputians of the human species, of two feet high, food,
clothing, and habitations proportionate, and of course unequal
to those of their larger brethren of six feet in height and cor-
responding wants. In such case, wanys being unequal, equality
of supply would produce the same mischief that inequality
now cauges; repletion to some, with scarcely any addition of
enjoyment; scarcity to others, with the pains, moral and physi=
cal, of privation. Men being, as they are, of equal capacities
of enjoyment from the sources of wealth, equality must be the
object desired, where not destructive of, or tending to weaken,
the motives to production, ' :

An ynanswerable reason—were any further reason want-
ing—why inec}uality of distribution is not desirable beyond
this its natural limit, is, that this limit alone would always
have upheld, though the additions made to it by force and
fraud had been entirely suppressed, great absolute inequalit
of wealth ; though, contrasted with what now actually - takes
place, it wonld be a comparative approach to equality. How
far this approach to the blessings of equality may be carried,
when all obstacles of force and fraud to the eritire develop-
ment of free labor and voluntary exchanges shall have been
removed, and when knowledge shall be equally afforded to all
members of a community, -1t would be hazardous to predict;
That it-would approach however very nearly to Mr. Owen’s
system of mutual co-operation by common labor, there can be
no doubt., And as every approach to this state consistent with
the greatest production, is always to be kept in view, hence
arises the peculiar duty of those who seek tEe.greatest happi-
ness of the community in which they live, to oppose every in-
stitution, regulation, and effort, tending to add to those un-
avoidable evils -of inequality which security requires. -If
equality and security, or production, can .be reconciled by
the diffusion. of knowledge; or, in other words, if motives
equally or more efficient than those arising from personal gain,
can be put into operation to.ensure an equally large production,
no doubt social motives ought to be preferred to selfish.” This
phenomenon however remains to be exhibited in practice, -as
well as proved by theory: .and as:all its operations must be
eminently- and gssen,tia%]ly voluntary ; as all force-and fraud

must:be equally excluded from its establishment and continu- -

- ance; the system here advocated, - of free labor and voluntary
exchanges, “will quietly lead to the adoption of every thing
useful in it. . -

It may be ‘said that'we are conceding the yery basis 6f our
argument, when we adinit, for a morent, .the possibility of
reconciling security or production with equality of distribution.:

Secr, 143 Tnequalify not mecessary 10 sevurity; permicious. 381

‘True, as far as concerns the system of labor by indrnduel
competition, the ordinary system of human labor, and the only
one yet spoken of, security is not reconcilenble with equnlity
of distribution. We have been hitherto contrasting t%e sy=
stem of free labor by individual competition with lthe employ~
ment of force, eompulsion, or restraint of any kind. Of pro-
duction by mutual co-operation resting on individual security,
or voluntary equality in the distribution arid enjoyment.of the
products of united labor, a succeeding chapter will treat at
length. If production can be hereafier obtained without the
pressure of those hitherto necessarily attendant evils of inequa-
lity, surely so much the happier for mankind. Our object is
to show how vast & mass of happiness is in the power of every
civilized community, s spite of these and all other obstacles,
whether real ot the work of nature, or artificially fabricated
by man: it being the duty, as it is the interest, of society to
remove all obstacles but those which are unavoidablé, or the
removal of whichwould bring in their train preponderant evil.
On the whole then it is evident, that that portion of in~
equality in the distribution.of wealth, whatever it may be,
which unavoidably arises from the maintenance of equal se-
curity, must. be submitted to, in order to_procure the greatest
happiness derivable from wealth, -

——

SECTION 14.

Al other species of z'negucvzlity‘qf distribution, being not only

- unnecessayy ‘but injurious to the excitement of production,.
should be repressed ; because they unnecessarily detract from
the bengfits of equality, and thus lessen the sum total of hap-

. piness, the object aimed. at by the distribution of wealth.

Many of those who support the last proposition, but for rea-
sons, different from those which we have given, and in our
opinion on false reasons, would reject altogether the present.
Having proved the advanl?fges of inequality,” the necessity even
of a considerable portion of it, for the very existence of gvery
community, laboring by individual effort, which existenee d
pends on the yearly production of its food, sthter? and_‘p ’
ing; enjoying themselves the larger shazes, the prizes, in this
unequal distribution, they are apt to regard inequality as a
positive blessing, instead- of a necessary .evil to be endured
only asfar asthat necessity demands. Hence the countenance

which political economy has been supposed to give, which its

e
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misapplication has certainly given, to the support of almost.

every usurpation on the equal rights of men. ‘Inequality once
proved a blessing, the more this blessing-was diffused the
better, the greater miasses of this blessing the -influential few
could appropriate to themselves, the better. = Nothing further’
remained than by an equal misapplication of the principle ‘of
security, to uphold for ever these supposed blessings of the
greatest possible inequality ; and thus enlist sciénce in tlie’
maititenance of every ‘existing' system of force and fraud.
No wonder that such reasoners should assert the necessity,
niot ‘only of that species of. inequality which was necessary to]
‘production, but of every possible degree of it," in the-extra~
vagant contemplation of which they could find any sickly de-
light. " “Was a voice: heard in favor of the outraged rights of

. the suffering many of any commiunity, on the ground of the

inequality of : wealth? ¢ It proceeds from an ignorance of
political economy,” was the reply. ¢ Such complaints would
lead to equality and rapine: security, the security of the rich,
requires the very evils ignorantly complained of.” '
Ts this reproof merited ? isit true? does it not fall back on
the heads of those who use it? It is hoped that those who
have ‘gane thus far in this inquiry are persuaded that political
economy, rightly understood; and humanity, are much.more
intimately allied than the supporters of the inequality of rights
and of happinesswould fain admit: it is hoped that, seeing clear-
Iy the reason for the permission of inequality—its necessity for
security and reproduction—they see also the limits to which it
ought to be confined; that all further'extension of inequality
impairs production and lessens security, as much as its ex-

- tension s far increases the one and -strengthiens the “other ;

that when forther extended, it always violates instead of -sup-
porting the principle of security,—violates, in numerous and
~vital points, the security of the many, to maintain, on trivial
or imaginary points, the security of the few. - -We would ask,
what is that species of inequality which should be maintained
over and above what is necessary for equal seécurity and reproa
duction ?  That such ineqguality is destructive of happiness
has been already seen, and will be shown more fully in the
next chapter, on the effects of thie excessive inequality of wealth:
If not for happiness, for the greatest happiness ot the whole
community, for wliat purpose should such inequality be main-~
tained? Becdiise - community would not otherwise possess
works of splenidoriand magnificence?  If such works were not
found by the -community to contribute to its happiness, they
ought not to.be'produced or maintained. If they were esteemed
by the conifwtnity to contribute to its happiness, conimon la~
bor andexertion would provide them for. public use. . - That
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splendor and that magnificence which are founded on the de-
pression of the many, and afford gratification to a few, are
to'be deprecated ; because such gratification is vicious, ‘arising
from the contrast of the grandeur of the few with the destitu~
tion of those around them, and from the envy and influénce
to which such grandeur gives birth. Tree labor, secuiity in
its products, -and voluntary -exchanges, lead to as much prii
vate ‘splendor ‘and magnificence as can be desirable for pro-
duction and happiness.. When we say - that splendor “and
maghificence are to Be" desired in objects of wealth, we nidy
mean two very different things, which are frequently confound-
ed together; - 'We may meari either that the objects themselves
are desirable to-the community or- to: individuals; considered

as works of skilful art and exciting pleasing associations; or -

that "the pleasures which ‘the: possessors derive from 'them,
whien in private hands, are so-great as more than to counter-
balance the evils of forced inequality.. That splendor ‘and
magnificence; when obtained without cost, that is to say, with-
out labor on our part, as in some of the works of nature, forests;
mountains, the ocean, voleanos, the heavens full of suns and
planets, are ebjects of admiration and of desire to cdmemplate’,‘
there is no doubt; these feelings of admiration and desire be-
ing always destroyed when such objects, from their vicirity,
occupation of useful ground, &ec.; cause us alarm ‘or injury.
As in the works of nature, we destroy or fly from magnificence
when it compromises our safety or comfort, though no labor
of ours -was -expended -in its production; so in works'of art;
we should carefully calculate the cost of solid comforts to the
cotnmunity, which the direction of labor to purposes of mere

nificence must occasion, and then only pronounce thein
useful whén accompanied with a balance of happiness,  Vast-

-ness of parts, skill'of workmanship, and fineness of materials,
which altogether constitute: magnificence,” have no merit of

their own but as they tend to excite agreeable.feelings or as-
sociations. To sacrifice to them feelings and associations siill
more productive of -happiness, would be therefore absurd.
When a community judges for itself, there is no fear of any
abuse in this way, in- the misdirection of their labor to mere
magnificence, from the universal love of immediate enjoy;
ment: but when individuals command by force, either directly

or_indirectly applied, the labor of others for-their exclusive -

enjoyment, there is -absolutely no assignable limit to caprice
under the pretext of ‘magnificence. -~ Fér such purposes-then
as private magnificence, we may safely conclude that'no ins
equality of wealth is desirable beyond what is necessary for
securing ‘the greatest production of ‘wealth, Where objj‘ééts’

of beauty, taste, and magnificence, canbe procured for pub~
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Ye use, without preponderant evil in the cost of production,
there can be no question of their desirableness as tending to
increase happiness; but no forced inequality of wealth can
ever.be instituted for this purpose without lessening the sum
total of the happiness of the community. ‘
As to the second guestion, whether the rieh derive such an
increase of happiness from splendid things, as more than to
counterbalance the evils of forced 'mequazfity, there is surely
no one.to maintain the affirmative. The real pleasure derived
to.the rich from such things is not the pleasure of skill, pro-
portion, &c., for with that, ownership has nothing to do ; and
by too frequent repetition, such pleasure ceases: but it is the
mere pleasure of vanity, of the influencé .over the opinions
and actions of ethers, which such magnificence affords. When

“this pleasure also becomes the daily and hourly enjoyment of

life, it too palls on the appetite, and degenerates into a mere
want, begetting anger, disdain, hatred, and all the malevolent
passions when its usual gratification is withheld. = This is an
evil inevitably incident to all factitious sources of distinction,
and reduces their balance of pretended - enjoyment to almost
nothing. To the community, thereis s great balanee of pain
in the display of matters of mere private magnificence, con-
sidered only as things to be looked at; envy and awe entirely
superseding -2l pleasurable feelings of sympathy. = To com-
pare with so doubtful an enjoyment to the possessors, all the
evils of insecurity and diminished production, not to speak of
any possible pressure of physical want.from these sources,
would be but a waste of labor. ‘

_ Another phantom that has been put forward to justify e
greater degree of inequality of wealth than is necessary for
free labor and voluntary exchanges (which have been proved
to be necessary to the greatest production of wealth and the
greatest quantity of happiness derivable . from wealth) is,
glat; without this forced inequality it would be impossible for

'certain institutions, certain privileged beodies, certain modes

of faith, certain systems of physics or morality, to maintain
themselves in a community. That it would be impossible,
without such or similar forcible means, to preserve many.such
institations and systems in existence, is at once explicitly con-
‘ceded. But, with this concession, the short and simple re-
ply is, Such institutions and systems ought no longer to
exist, regard being bad, where possible without preponderant,
mischief, to the feelings and happiness of the immediate oc~
cupants, . . , : o
. For what purpose are institutions, and systems, and orders,
of men supported, . or rather for what purpose alone ought
they to be suppoited amongst a community of rational be-
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ings? For their own exclusive and individual benefit, forget-
ting or deliberately sacrificing the happiness.of the rest of the
community? Public morality now renounces so monstrous
an avowal ; and the supporters of all systems and institutions
are now driven to show as well as they can, the utilizy, the
tendency of what they-advocate to promote the happiness of
the community. Now in what way can any of these things
tend to promote a nation’s  happiness, that would render ne-
cessary for that purpose the sacrifice of personal sécurity and
of the greatest happiness. derivable from wealth?  Take these
away, the enjoyment of security and of the objects of wealth,
and for what other purpose, for the production of what other
species of happiness to the community, could these institutions,
or castes, or systems, -be made useful? . Are all the other
sources of our enjoyment put together—if it were possible to
disconnect them, and if they could separately exist or be en-
Jjoyed—to be at all compared with the enjoyments derived from
wealth, from labor?. Letthe pleasures of security and wealth
be maintained, and all other sources of enjoyment will take
care of themselves, -either as having an existence without any
voluntary effort on our part, or as-arising out of the just
distribution of wealth; The pleasures of sympathy and love,
of the ‘healthful working of our animal economy, and the
grateful supply of air,  of knowledge, - of . the regulation of our
propensities, all come under this description. - That just dis-
tribution, which maintains equality as far-as-compatible.with
security, directly or indirectly leads to the greatest enjoyment
from all these sources. But, supposing . that the greatest-en~
joyment' from .any or all of these sources, was incompatible
with equality limited by security, and that a particular institu-
tion, - system, -or caste, was necessary to maintain this greatest
enjoyment, from this particular source, and that-such mstitu-~
tion,  system, or caste, -could not exist if not upheld by.forced
inequality ; the question would then be, whether for the sake of
anysuch increase from any such source the benefits of free labor
and voluntary exchanges ought to be sacrificed? Were we
to exainine, one by one," all the sources of happiness not.im-
mediately dependent on wealth or its distribution, we should
find that none of them can be enjoyed to their-greatest extent
and intensity by any community except under the-rule. of
equality limited by security. - Were it otherwise,: the para-
mount blessings attached to these are such, that no promises
of advantage from any other source ought-to lead us deli-
berately to part with them. ‘Whatis the pretended good for
which we are to sacrifice the pleasures of equality limited only
by. equal security? Is it to obtain -the. favor of heaven? to
enjoy happiness hereafter? And is it by violating. security,




156 . . Nétwral Laws of Distrébution. - - . [Char. L.

by forcibly taking from one to lavish on anotlier, that we are

to:obtain the favor of heaven? Can the enjoyment of equal or
nearly equal happiness here, by removing temptations to vice
and supplying inducements and means to benevolence, unfit
us-for the enjoyment of happiness hereafter? Where are
now the impudent and interested hypocrites or madinen, that
will. dare to assert:that mankind must deliberately sacrificc
happiness here, comprehending their whole existence, for the
sake of happiness, or to avoid torments, . hereafter? - Who
sees not: that such ranting imputes malignity to God, asto our
happiness here; which conceded, what possible right -have
we to infer -benevolence hereafter? The empire of force
and forced inequality, would be indeed necessary to support
such impotent absurdities. -Whatever mode of the distribu-
tion'of wealth tends to- the most happiness, must be most
pleasing to a benevolent being. Heaven therefore can never

be interested in foreed inequality, though those that abuse its

name for their own selfish purposes, may. . -
. Isit to' uphold a particular system of® government, or any
branch of -any system of government, thatforced inequality,
that inequality not called for by security, must be upheld?
‘What is the object of all just government? = What but to
promote by just laws, sinety-nine out;of a hundred of which
are directly or indirectly concerned ‘with wealth, the greatest

happiness of the whole commuinity, -or, where that is notprac-

ticable, of the greatest number of the community ?. But this
very object is the end aimed at by our distribution.. No
government, no institution or branch of any government, no

caste, should be upheld by society which contravenes this just

distribution ; because by so doing it contravenes the only use-
ful and therefore the only just objectofits existence. There are

numerous sources of our happiness with which government has

nothing directly to do, though its influence indérectly extends
to almost every thing. . Of the whole range of our voluntary
actions, ‘under the name ‘of moral, it is concerned with none.

but those comparatively few-—and the wiser and better we be~

eome, alwaysthe fewer—which it erects into crimes. - The
more violent manifestations -of some of our passions injuring
others than ourselves, afford almost the only occasions for its.

interference beyond .the range of wealth: and certainly no:
forced inequality.of wealth can have any connexion with, can-

any way facilitate its means of combating the evils of such:

eccasional impetuosity of passion. = On the contrary,: equality

Hmited by security, would be its most powerful ally in remov-
ing the occasions and the motives tosuch irregular attacks on
happiness. . No political institution or any branch of it, whether:
republican, moenarchical, - aristocratical, or mixed, is,. for its

Seeri14.] Tnequality not necessary to security, pernicious. 157

own sake, to' be at all regarded:. it must be considered as a
mere means, the meansto an end, that end the promotion of
the greatest happiness, and that greatest happiness chiefly de-
pendent on the distribution of wealth. The more ancient any
institution is, that contravenes this object, that has stood in

the ‘way of this distribution, the more of human misery ‘it

must. have caused, or of happiness it must have prevented,
and the sooner it ceases to exist—thosé subject to it persuaded:
of its evil tendency and wishing its removal—the better. . To
assert then that forced inequality, tending, as has been shown,
so powerfully to lessen human happiness, is to be permitted,
in order-to maintain any institution, whose very existence can

_only be justified by its tendency to promote that happiness,

would be a contradiction in terms, and sacrificing. the end to
the means.: The most powerful argument, and that hitherto
peculiarly called philosophical or economical, in support of
privileged castes in a community, has been their supposed
tendency, by the expenditure of the great masses of wealth.
usurped, or otherwise acquired; by them, to maintain pro=
ductive laborers, and thus suppori production.. These pri~
vileged castes have made use of the word security, as if de-
pen?lent for its existence on the existence of privileged classes
and -excessive wealth ;. and as any alarm applied to their sickly
fears, would cause what to them was decmed insecurity, and
as insecurity would annihilate production ; so were these castes.
niecessary and to be supported for ever, under pain of ruin to
the - community from want. of production. .- The childishness
of such wretched pretensions having been shown, aristocracy
falls under the weight of its odious and insolent selfishness.
For what other purpose then could it be necessary to main=
tain forced inequality, or any degree of inequality beyond what
is called for by security? Is it to uphold #uth, to perpetiate
the belief in a certain system of doctrines, of morals, of phi-
losophy ? = First, of philosophy, of physical truth.. Of all
the benefits: we ‘derive from physical knowledge, the most
importait by far is the power which it ultimately gives us of
turning to use, in the shape of articles of wealth, the materials
and energies of nature, making human labor more available
in the production of the means of enjoyment. The other
uses of knowledge, the pleasure of the intellectual pursuit and
the raising of the mind above superstitious fears, which are
almost always founded on an ignorance of the laws (or regular
course) of nature, are surely in no way dependent on excessive
inequality of wealth.” On the contrary, excessive inequality
narrows and lessens :‘these: sources of vgappiness from wealth,

and converts :them; in the hands of a.few, into:mere nteans,
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for upholding their exclusive objects whatever they may chance

to be. 'Were it otherwise, these subordinate benefits of know-

ledge, pleasure of the pursuit and freedom from ‘superstition,..
though great in themselves, are yet so small compared with

all the enjoyments derived from all the objects of wealth, . that-
were they even increased by a forced inequality, the sum total

of happiness, the common ultimate. object of knowledge and
distribution, would be lessened thereby. As mankimi3 wish,.
from their very nature, to preserve and increase.their happi--
ness, and as knowledge is the means of this happiness, there.
is no fear, . if left to themselves, that they will neglect the pre~
serving and increasing of this useful knowledge. = Whether,.
and how far, society ought to interfere with. individual effort
in the acquisition and diffusion.of knowledge; is atiother and
an important question, which will be discussed in a separate.
chapter. - 'We have now simply to prove, that whatever other
measures, if any, may be necessary for that purpose, forced:
inequality of wealth .cannot be- of the number, that measure

necessarily counteracting the greatest mass of blessings that:
knowledge can procure.. There may be numberless mstitu~
tions and expedients, . not involving any forced inequality, but
all tending on the contrary to equality of distribution of wealth,

for the diffusion of knowledge and for extending its. bounds:-

of these, in as far as they bear on our subject, we shall treat.
But let us carry in mind that, whatever benefits these may.
promise, however speciously they may soothe -our moral and
intellectual feelings, if they offend in this main point, and if
this forced inequality, this violation of security, be necessary:
to their existence, the public good requires that they should
cease to exist.. As to further: acquisitions of. knowledge, we
may state an impossible case, and suppose that no further ad-
vance,. or but a very trifling advance, could be made without.
forced inequality -of wealth.. Kven in such a case, a com-
munity would act much :more wisely, by turning:to . account.
and, . by just distribution; making the most of the knowledge
they had, than seeking more, .in such.a-case wnprofitable or.
pernicious knowledge—pernicious in .its exclusive application.
to the interests of a few. . Society benefits b the-dfz'ﬂizsz'on, not.
by the mere existence, -of immense masses of knowledge, .as of

wealth; by-the number of persons made happier by them.:

That physical truth, .ot real physical knowledge, cannot be:
discovered, demonstrated, .or perpetuated without: the aid: of’
forced inequality of wealth, of inequality not demanded by
‘seenirity, scarcely any one will at present contend, . the whole.
currept of experience and every-day facts are so entirely op-:
posedt to such anotign. . Any thing extraneous that diverts:
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the mind, in the pursuit of new or the demonstration of old
truth, must so far detract from the accuracy of the result:
Inasmuch as considerations, not bearing on the point in hand,
must weaken the attention and lead to false conclusions, and
the forced inequality or any inequality of wealth being eminently
irrelevant topics, how can they have any other than an. inju-
rious operation in discovering or-diffusing knowledge? ~ Al
most all wsefil discoveries have been made by persons in
nioderate or lowly circumstances ; the pressuve even.of want
having been frequently the original impulse that launched
genins on its wings. Excessive wealth almost annihilates all
matives to exertion. Competence may be requisite to remove
disturbing considerations; but here the influence of wealth
cetises ; and theve is no greater foe o competence than forced
inequality. Any awe or respect, that makes us admit, or be-
lieve, or rather pretend to believe, any proposition, without
fiill conviction grounded on satisfactory appropriate evidence; is
altogetherpemicisus to the discovery or communication of truthg
and.onght to be enxiously guarded against. The evidence, and
nothing but the evidence, oughtto inflnence the mind. Ag
little can forced inequality of wealth be requisite to perpetuate;
asto discover or sodiffuse, physical truth‘e%seful knowledge or
triith once known and diffused,  may - possibly, by the forced
inequality of wealth zided by every species of violence, cease
to be known: but if there be any infallible methiod of per-
petuating useful truth, it is by an opposite process, by ex-
cluding force, and by confiding the deposit of knowledge to the
keeping of as many as possible who ate interested by partaking

of its advantages. In fact, except by the most extraordinary -

rapine'and abuses of security, no useful knowledge has been
ever lost to mankind. Violations of sécurity have been the
constant foes of the discovery or preservation of knowledge.'

Ifforced inequality of wealth do' not tend to discover, to
diffuse, to perpetuate physical knowledge, the knowledge of
mechanics, of chemistry, of the objects of nature ‘or natural
history ; will it tend to improvements in morals, and ought i,
o be maintzined for the advancement of morality? - Morality;
that is fo say, the direction of our voluntary actions to usefill;
%o the most useful purposes, requires adequate motives to set it
into action. On the just or unjust, the wise or unwise, the
Torcible or the voluntary distribution of wealth in a ‘community;
depend, much more than upon any other or- all othér causes
combined, the nature and the energy of these motives to good
or evil.  *Tis the worst of folly, or the worst of insincerity, t0
affect, to separate morality from wealth, from the consideration
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-of those.solid influential motives to good or evil. conduct, which

the possession or the want of the materials of happiness, sup-
plied, by wealth, affords.. . For what, in the ultimate resort, on
almost every occasion, is the great contest between morality
and immorality, between law and crime? for what, but for the
possession of the objects of wealth? Waealth at the same time
supplies the motives to vice and virtue, and is the object of pur-
suit, and the instrument of reward. Where force is excluded,
and reason must win its purposes. by persuasion addressed to
competence, there will exist the maximum of motives for the
practice of the social and personal virtues. . But just such is
the state of things under the natural distribution of: equality
limited by security. Forced inequality can never therefore be
any thing but destructive to morality. The useful purposes

to which morality directs our volunt,ar{ actions are simply those -

which promise the most happiness; all circumstances and con-
sequences,. immediate and remote, being considered. There
may be other systems of constraint and terror, and even of vo-
funtary deliberate mortification, which hypocrites, who live on
the enjoyments. which they extort from the ignorance and
misery of others, may call morality, or virtue. ﬁut as all such
practices. deliberately destroy happiness without the expectas
tion of a greater equivalent, or sometimes even making.a pre-
tended merit of renouncing the expectation of such equivalent,
they must be deemed. vicious or immoral in the highest degree.
If such practices were moral, mankind would be irrational to
be moral, to give up their sentient nature.. No doubt forced
inequality of wealth may be necessary to maintain such systems;
nothing but force, in some shape or other, can maintain such
systems of morality ; and as they deliberately sacrifice human
happiness i the gross and on principle, it will be quite imma~
terial to urge the additional happinesslost by unjust and forced
distribution, of wealth. " ) . L

« . To render_our argument complete, to meet our opponents
on that ground where silence might be : construed into a sur-
render of the universality of our principle in their favor, we

ask, Should any degree of inequality not demanded by secu- -

rity, be maintained for the support of what are called spiritual
doctrines, or creeds, for belief in any thing beyond the strict
severity of evidence adduced to supportit? ‘The absurdity.of
any compulsion, whether in the way of wealth or otherwise,.in
support of any such systems, mussulman, jewish, or.christian,
is a thousand times more flagrant. than in support of the or-
dinary physical truths of natural science. All knowledge or
pretended knowledge is interesting to mankind, -and ought ta
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be attended to, in proportion to the extent, the certain and
the proximity of 1:-}_19T advantages it promises to afford, s? this,’
the spiritual species of study or speculation, judged importanf’;
by mankind ?" they will naturally, from a 'regard to their in-
terest, attend to it. ' Isit not judged by mankind to be of any
leading importance to them? ‘they will .not, and: ought not to
be compelled to attend toit: *But mankind may be ignorant,
vicious, and not know its‘importance; Granted. -And have

not mankind"been equally ignorant, ‘and undequainted with -

the importance of all the leading truths of physical science?
z;&n_d was it ever proposed, or was it ever desired or dieamed
of ‘onr the part of thediscoverers or the admirers of physical
truth, not generally deemed important, that they should be
Impowered to propagate or maintain it by means of forced
inequality of wealth; or by any other forcible means whatever?
‘What are the appropriate means to make men perceive the im~
portance of any species of knowledge or of any pursuit?  What
but reason and .persuasion’? Ifone man, or one set of men.
say, that what they call physical ‘truth is important and oughi,;
to be attended to, why may not’ other men, or’sets of mei
without end, -assert the same of their notions, and all-of theri
demand force to maintain their contradictory pretensions? In
physical science such “absurdities have neverbéen” heard of ;
.or at least are no longer heard of in'Europe;” Who ever heard
that forced inequality of wealth, 'or-any: other force, ‘was ‘Te-
¢essary to convince mankind of the importaTice to their welfire
of such propositions as that. ¢ animal heat is abstracted fromn
the.-air,” that < this fluid which we breathe is composed--of
two or three different kinds of air,” that : ¢ water is composed
of two kinds of air,” and that *many stones are mostly com
posed of pure ‘lime, air, and water? Yet these are ficts as
Important as’ curious: and. who is' alarmed .lest - the world
should 1ot be convinced of their importance without the aid of
force to add to their evidence? : :
Well‘ t_hen»—nothin of force, nothing but persuasion, is to
be madé use of to induce men to admit the'importance of ‘any
doctrines; and least of all of spiritual doctrines,” and creeds’s
which with strange inconsistency their. advocates assert to-be
the most important of all speculations, If'they really are so
surely nothing but the free use of their reasoning powers is re-
quisite to communicate this persuasion to-their fellow-creatures;
and they have By theit own account an infinite advantage over

the supporters’of physical truth, ‘whose speculationsthey deem

to be so comparatively unimportant.” IR L
Persnasion then alone is'to.be admitted;  to: exhibit to men

the imporsance of spiritual.doctrines,” “What more is Tecessary
to demonstrate to mankind their #ru#%? Physical truth, it must

M
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i knowledge butwhat
marked, as well as all other species of knov ] :
g?cﬁ{ggls iri,tual, entirely relies, ::ﬁd of ne{q:ismz e;Bs el:’s,agté ttg
simple exhibition of evidence, on the use of the ‘
simple extibieon of.evx_ i g itsr ion. Ithasno other
i Ity, for its reception. 0 r
comparing and judging faculty, e i the
natur: Howed mode whatever of establishin h
Ir?iixu&fif%e?l: nay, this even has been f“requ_enttlllye vganlézl(i f‘r(:}rlri) 1st:e
How different the means of persuaswr{1 m»iritual inds of those
who advocate the truth of what t}ley call sp 3 15 3 e
nai iffusi : h they say they believe
maintenance. or. diffusion of whie 2y they believe that
God himself; the maker and moulder of all w
Sp%ihggl Slfelzeve, is interested ! Fti:rldencettll;ey xglclzfnlrl;x;«:l,i :3:
i ini e un
least in their ewn opinion, for truf c:annl(i)t ¢ unaccompanied
by evidence. Here they are on an equality h the teachers
i ge. "Butin the application of tha .
AR W jority of the spiritual teachers!.
to the mind; how vast the superiority of the spir ial teachers |
‘ i opini  of all was the author of these doe-
In their opinion, the Creator of all It A doo
i m for d, the happiness, of mankind,
trines, unfolded them for t.he good, 2 hap) of mankind,
) tes in their diffusion. With the usual: -
ﬁggczg—ggie hand, like the supporter}i of 9t11*:11tx}11ary tru.tzx;azgﬁ
nli — 3 inary truth, wi e co-operati
unlike the supporters of ordinary o
® hi ho guides human reason on the other,. v 4
?efllhgg :]uccegs ?  Though o;dﬂn?gy ph};sw:(};“l;:ix:lzzl.et}il%; n;:i
ail by e exhibition: of evidence: to con 3
g}ggz;ﬁaﬁznowled e, sided by the dl\;gle mﬂfuix;lce xd :VT
Jperation, over and above the intrinsic oxce of its own evi-
gzﬁiztfoél\;er fail of convincing? Impossible. If such (io:-‘
t;t:izles’be-true, apprapriate evidence will command assent '10
them as to. other physical or moral: truth, ﬁ;om all ox:dm'ar_x y
ferfa;’xized beings. But overand above. this, there is dwullg:
?nguence- in the case of spiritual doctrines, giving: tepfo ‘
efficacy. to ordinary human means of persuasion.” And as-we

i ¢ : ' permit-any .
have m that it would. be the extreme of folly to permit an;
: E‘%Zé i?llzguality of property or any other species of force, to.

aid in the discovery, maintenance, 01"_‘dlﬁ'lls.10n', of unsxg)p«;nébetg_
“human knowledge; so.would it be incredibly more absu o
permit any such interference:to aid that whose p?etenswns‘i1 re
divine. The. genuine: s,nd;lthe lc‘):i.lldtt_'olcioz’fo ?tliitsrt);’ :{:‘1 : o
ery day's;experience, declares, thatin p: o the.ab-
:l‘:gty o};’ spixgmal“doctﬁnes, is the derr)xa_nd for forcg kt:o ;nag;l
tain them that force isia mere succedaneum to make ?r for
the deficiency of evidence;: and that all doctrines, requiring

any such aid for their support, demonstrate their own. weak~ -

ness, uselessness,. and: f:algehogd._ Suc»h-. doctm;;e;u a;‘ll‘f tx:izllc,.
because it is one of the dlstn)gulshxng .attrlbutes of tr Li6 1 er)_(,
fearlessly;. even.to' presumption, on.,_xt.s‘k gﬁvx_x ppwegfmn cé) Y
suading: they:are: useless;. because, ift their imp ..
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human happiniess could be shown, men would as willingly at-
tend to them as to any other means of well-being : they are
false’ by their own showing, inasmuch as they acknowledge
themselves incompetent to operate conviction without the ex.
traneous, corruptive, and terrific mearns of wealth and force.
Allow to any one man or set of men on the face of the earth,
wealth and force, to discover; uphold, or propagate what they
call truth; and what possible reason can be given that any
other man or set of men whatever, from the%am‘a of Thibet
to the African fetiche-man, should not be favored with similar-
means to uphold and propagate their supernatural notions ?-

Truth, physical, moral, or spiritual; requirés, admits of no
means of persuasion but the exhibition of appropriate évi-
dence, and the removal of, ér the abstinence from, force.

- These illustrations of sonie of the objects; for the sake of
which it has been alleged that forced inequality of wealth
ought to be maintained, as they are perhaps the most plausi-
ble of such objects that could be put forward; must’ suffice.
"The same reasoning it is thought, will apply to any other ob-
Ject whatever claiming forced inequality of wealth for its sip-

ort. 86 muchy so great an overbalance, of our happiness;

epends on the just distribution of wealth, that no promised
advantages from other sources can compensate for its loss;
wéte the promised advantages real: whereas; it is thought that
every one of themwill on inquiry be found utterly fallacious,
or abounding in active miischief,

At the head of this section it is said, that all other species
of inequality beyond what is réquired by equal security, should
berepressed by society. . By this expression it is simply mearit
that society should exert no force, should lend no factitious
aid, in support of such species of ine uality. The"princiPles
of this inquiry exclude force altogét%l'er. The' simple with- -
drawing of  unjust protection or support is not force: ’tis the
reiioval of force. Equality of wealth limited by security, or
that inequality which security demands, requires. no exertion -
of force, nothing' but the removal of force; the abstinence from -
force: all its operations must be volurntar ; its sole medns are
those of persuasioh: : '

What proportion of the ﬁmducts of their labor ought the laborers
20 pay for the use of the articles, called capital; to the posses-
sors of them, called capitalists ?

I section 6 of this ch’apt'él‘ it ‘hds'beeh'shown that the entive
' . M2 ‘ :
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use of the products of labor is the strongest stimulus to uni-
versal production that can be given. It was shown also how
very feeble an encouragement even this entire use of the pro-
ducts of his labor, would give the unprovided laborer of civil-
ized society, where-every thing around him was appropriated,
and where nothing towards making his labor productive could
be by him procured without the rendering of a satisfactory
equivalent through the medium of voluntary exchange. The
only article the laborer has to offer for the use or the purchase
of these preliminaries to production, land, house, clothes, tools,
materials, food, is still a ortion .of his labor. But so great is
usually the proportion of iis labor demanded, for the use or ad~
vance of these preparatory articles; by those who have appropri-
ated them under the name of capitalists, that by far the greater
part of the products of his labor are taken out of his disposal,
and consumed by those who have no further share in the pro-
duction than the accumulation and lending of such articles 1o
the real operative producer. The idle possessor of these in-
animate instruments of production, not only secures to himself
by their possession’ as much of enjoyment as the most diligent
and skilfal of the real efficient producers, .but in proportion
10 :the. amount -of his accumulations, by whatever means ac-
uired, he procures ten times, a hundred times, a thousand
times, as much of the articles of wealth, the products of labor,
and means of enjoyment, as the utmost labor of such efficient
roducers- can procure for them.  In section 6. it was pro-
‘mised. that this amount of compensation,’ exacted by capital-
ists from the productive laborers, under the name of rent or
- profits, as. claimed for the use of land or other articles, should
be inquired into. S S
. At first-view it.would appear as if the immense deductions
from the products of labor from this source alone,—independ-.
ent of the forcible abstractions. of political power for present
use or for compensation to the representatives of wealth form-
erly wasted, under the head.of national debts, independent

also ‘of the numberless expedients of insecurity, all tending to.

withdraw from the laborer the products of his labor,—would
be more than sufficient to render hopeless any approximation
to-equality of possession and enjoyment of the articles of
" wealgl, “even under the shield of the natural laws of distribu-
tion. . The rule of free and voluntary exchanges would appear,
on o first.view, to operate tremendously agaist the mere un-
provided productive laborer, with no other possession than his
capability of producing: for all the -physical materials on

which, or by means of which, his productive powers-can be-
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:)nad:s zgretulil?le, being.in the hands of others with * interests
¢ fgnyeex :r tils, and ht.hexr consent being a necessary preliminary
) on on his part, is he not, and must he n

1 ot alway:

z?‘néﬁzn}rzgtlszhgfmh?s‘cy of 1th};:se c}e]lpltalists for whatever port?grsl
he fi own labor they may think ¢

at his disposal in com i Y his soi BB e

: pensation for his toils?  Is this situati

gg Er};e rl(;ductw.e laborer irremediable ? even under t}f«la I;;lltile‘ig
o ti ; eo:;’o e?lziz;z;ie; uie Q{;; its products, and voluntary exchanges?

A 10 limits to these taxes on industry, to thes i
;13;1: of capitalists? Is the amount of these exg’c,tion'svalt:gz}t{}?ec-r

it l:a,ry, or are the;:e any natural limits to its excess? -

J a;z‘e are two points of view under which this most im<
f}; orts thglaitat‘sz 121:{?: ];:onsxdsred. first, are these deductions

] e produets of his labor just? '
tend to increase producti i o o

» o j

rwgd o In pr()duclzi rods n, to increase the enjoyments de-
econd, useful or not, can they wi .

) y without preponderant eyil;
without the employment of force Which‘wopl,ll annihilabeew%i
production, be avoided ? o =
du’clzilsnge};’iesr{aabl;stracﬁio?l msim)de from the laborer of the pro-

] bor, whether by open force or by the indi
compulsion of want extortin i T tary soaiens
: g a species of voluntary acqui
cence, must proportionally decrease his moti Toduation,
tives to producti
and consequently the amount of duction, 3 suffeiont
of production, is sufficient]
apparent. .The effect in discouragi ction 15 beyony
pbement. | The ¢ wraging  production ‘is beyond
. gnifies not the hand, whether rich
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subtract at least one half of . ot Rom the
' the products of labor fi
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mechanic at woollens or cottons, earning about two shillings a
day or about thirty pounds a year, pays for his house or lodgin,
about five pounds a year. He has evidently no other fund
out of which to pay this rent than the produce of his labor,
whether deducted by the capitalist for whom he labors, .or by
labor paid to another, Next comes the claim of the employer
who owns the buildings in which the mechanic works, the un-~
wrought materials which he is to fabricate, and the machinery
(the tools) with which he must operate, as well as the wages
to be advanced until the wrought article is exchanged. The
gmount of this capital, fixed and circulating, may be from
thirty to a hundred pounds for every laborer employed, the
average profit on which may be set down at ten ‘pounds, There
can be no other source of this profit than the value added to
the nnwrm’llght material by the labor guided by skill expended
upon it. The materials, the buildings, the machinery, the
wages, can add nothing to their own value. The additienal
value proceeds from labor alone. The spade may as well be
called the parent of the grain instead of the laborious arm that
wields it, as any of these articles constitutin capital, can be
called the parents of the manufactured article. "Twas labor
that gave to all these their value as wealth, before they came
into the hand of the mechanic; and by his additioual labor
alone can their value be still further increased. In the usual
course of things, then, the productive laborer is deprived of at
Teast half the products of his labor by the capitalist ; the amount
of his labor being thirty pounds, and his rent and the profits
on the stock that is said to employ him, being fifteen pounds.
*Tis of no avail to say that the operative laborer does not
understand the machinery by which the fruits of his labor are
thus subtracted, that he regards the operation _as inevitable,
and takes what be can bargain for as the most that the nature
of things will allow him. ‘The owner of the capital most fre-
quently understands as little of these matters as the working
, mechanic.  But the ignorance of the laborer does not in-
crease the absolute quantum of remuneration left him after
the demands of capitalists are satisfied. According to this
amount of remumeration will his future exertions—the neces=
sities of existence excepted—be. No doubt, if the productive
laborers acquired know edge, and could trace the immense abs=
tractions made, under the name of profits, from the products
of their labor, they must see the injustice.of such an arrange-
ment, and endeavour to become themselves possessed of all the
articles under the name of capital, or of Sxev means of com-
manding the use of such articles, necessary to make - their
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labor productive. Knowledge of the fact might add to the
discouragement; but the smallness of the compensation how-
ever produced, isits substantial cause. No words can make u

for the defect of real products, for the absence of énjovment.?
‘which are necessary to stimulate production. Whether with-.
held by the niggardliness of nature, or the justice or injustice
of man, the unproductiveness of enjoyment from labor, must
gigﬁxmsh the desire to produce and the amount of p’roduc-

“’Wlth(.)ut this capital in the shape of machinery, materials

&e.,” it will be insisted, that ¢ mere labor would be com é:
ratively unproductive ; and therefore it is but just that theria;-
borer should pay for the use of that, without which, by whom-
z(i):;fz}; owned, his mere productive powers would be ineffi-

Doubtless the laborer must pay for the use of these, when

. so unfortunate as not himself to possess them: the question

is, how much of the i ;
i wacintinn ?products of his Iab‘or ought to be sub-
Two measures of the value of this use, her

selv.es;..the measure of the laborer, aneé theinl;:(:iegtglfletll?;
capitalist. The measure of the laborer consists in the con-
tribution of such sums as would replace the waste and value
of the capital by the time it would be consumed with such
added compensation to the owner and superhitend;m of it as
would stapport hm_l in equal comfort with the more activel .
employed productive laborers, The measure of the capita,]y
ist, on the contrary, would be the additional value produced
by the same quantity of labor in consequence of the use of the
machinery or other ¢apital ; the whole of ‘such surplus value

_to be enjoyed by the capitalist for his su{;erior intelligence and

skill in accumulating and advanci

or the use of it. € veneimg to
- The difference of the amount to be paid by the laborer for
the use of the capital necessary to enable him to exert his
productive powers, according to these two different measures
is immense. It is the difference between almost perfec::
equality, and excess both of wealth and poverty. Let it
be illustrated on the calculation just made. The laborer pays
five pounds a year for his house. 'The house cost fifty pou% Ss

e laborers':his capital

~amd is calculated to last fifty or one hundred years: = By the

laborer’s measure of the use of . this article ipi

ak j . article of cadpital; he’
shm}ld pay one pound .or. ten shillings a year renfpi‘or’ th‘z
ygaﬂy lo_ss_» in value, according to the time the house would be
in-consurning, with a trifling surplus to repay the trouble of the
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owner——say five shillings a year out of each of a hundred
houses, or as many as it would employ one man to superintend,
amoiinting to twenty-five pounds a year—to enable him to en-
joy as much as any of the operative laborers. Fifteen to twenty-
five shillings a year rent, instead of one hundred shillings,
would be for this item the charge on the laborer. For theuse
of the capital of his employer, it would be in about the same
proportion, or something more in consequence of the more
perishable nature of the capital employed; that part which
‘consists in machinery not being liable to last as_long as the
house. If fifty pounds be the amount of the working capital,
and if the average of its duration be thirty-five years, two
pounds a year must bepaid to replace this yearly waste, and
for the trouble of the capitalist—greater than that of the mere
house-owner and requiring more skill and time—say ten shil-
lings instéad of five'are to be added. Fifty shillings a year
profit instead: of two hundred shillings, would be for these
remaining items, the charge on the laborer. Adding the rent

and profits together, the laborer would have to pay sixty-five |

to seventy-five shillings per annum, for the use of one hundred
pounds-capital, instead of the three hundred shillings, or fifteen
pounds, the half of the whole_amount of the products of his
labor, which he now pays. Were the laborer employed: in
agriculture, the value of the land and stock necessary to render
the powers of the agricultural laborer productive would have
to be estimated,-instead of the manufacturing capital; and the
.charge for its use would be something less. ere the laborer
the owner of his own capital, the five shillings a year compen-
sation to the owner of the house, and the ten shillings & year
compensation to the owner of the capital, would still be saved
to him, the eare necessary to preserve his owh capital being
ather pleasurable than painful to himself and requiring'no
remuneration, the real wear and tear being all the necessary
‘expense that he must incur. 'Were this one hundred pounds
capital the produce of his own labor, it would be of still less
cost; and one half the yearly amount of labor now paid to the
‘capitalists, would be sufficient to replace in the laborer’s hands
the several items of ‘capital by the time they were respectively
consumed.. . .
. Stch being the measure of the laborer of the value of the
use of the ‘capital mecessary to make his labor productive,
what is the measure of that value as made by the capitalist ?
Before the invention of machinery, before the accommodation
‘of work-houses in which to labor, what was the amount of
produce which the unaided powers of the laborer produced ?

\
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Wlia‘tevéx ‘that was; let him still enjoy, with the additional
ease and. comfort in the production which the superiority of
the tools and the Frotection of the buildings afford. To the
~maker of the buildings or the machinery, or to him who by
voluntary exchange acquired them, let all the surplus value
of t}le maanactured article go, as a reward for and stimulus
to his superior intelligence in the fabrication or acquisition of
them: for the advaqce of the material on which he works,-
let the laborer pay in the same proportion, according to its
val_ue. and the time he retains it, as without the material neither
buildings nor machinery could be turned to-account, and the
merit of appropriation and accumulation .is as great in'the
case of materials as of buildings or machinery. His improved
dwelling-house being one of‘g the items preserving his health-
and strength as well as the articles kept therein, and thus
contributing with the other capital to make his labor more pro-
ductive, or to mcrease his healthful time for labory let the
rate of the profit of other capital determine this likewise. - Or.
let the whole capital for which the laborer pays, rent and pro-
fit, be regarded as ‘one common instrument to"add. to the pro-
du_c‘tlve powers of ‘his labor; and let the several owners of
this capital share between them, in proportion to its amount-
and perishableness, the additional value thus given to the Iabor
of the 1§norant producer. Let the laborer enjoy with more
ease and comfort what he formerly enjoyed; but let all the re-
_Wards of superior intelligence be secured to those possessing
it, ‘the accumulators of capital. - RS
. What says justice, what says utility, to these rival claims?
Equality pleads altogether in favor of the productive laborer.
Security stands neuter, prohibiting to either party the use of
.compulsion, If the measure of the laborer prevails, what is
the consequence? Accumulation beyond the means necessary
to enable every laborer to make his labor productive, will not
be‘ urge_:d on l:_)y such irresistible motives as now prevail; but
thls point attained, the desire of further accumulation would
become ‘comparatively weak, being excited by little hope of
enjoyment, either in the way of vanity or comfort, beyond
that possessed by operative laborers; the chief recompense
for accumulation being the substitution of mental and gentle

“muscular exertion for more efficient, perhaps more healthful,

bodily labor. As to real comfort, that of the operative la-
borerwould be'so much increased, that the accumulator would.

ot lose'so much by being reduced to his level as present ap-

pearances might indicate.” The richest capitalist would.be but

“reduced to a situation intermediate in point-of wealth between
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his present situation and that of the present degraded laborer.
In point of real Zappiness, the situation of the laborer and capi-
talist would be perhaps equally improved. But in proportion
as motives to accumulation beyong this point, for mere vanity
and distinction, lost their force, motives to that degree of
accumulation necessary to render labor productive would be
strengthened and would increase. "The whole of the products
of labor being ensured to the producer, the utmost energy
would be employed in production, and necessarily in the ac-
quisition and retaining of those means or instruments indis-
pensable to render labor productive. The yearly produee,
and consumption of the products of labor, to increase enjoy-
ment, being the real object of rational effort, in comparison to
the extent of which productive power, the extent of accumu-
lation is as nothing, and accumulation being considered merely
as a means to this great end, the universal desire of enjoy-
ment and-of production as the only path to lead to enjoyment,
would ensure to every ohe the possession of the capital re-
quired for such purposes. Every year, as human labor be-
came more productive by machinery or otherwise, the rewards
of labor would be increased: houses, machinery, dress, food,
would be improved, not for a few accumulators or capitalists,
but for all. Capital would be increased in a tenfold ratio,
though in masses almost equal and universally diffused, be-
cause every one would be interested in its accumulation, and
would be able to accumulate it as far as really useful, that is
to say, as far as worth the trouble bi rational men of pro-
ducing it. The mass of national wealth would be immensely
greater than at present, though no -person might possess ten
fimes more accumulated capital than his neighbour. All the
increase of happiness proved to arise from equality of distri-
bution, would prevail; and men would produce er the sake
.of the absolute comforts to be derived from wealth, not for the
sake of mere relative comforts, of a comparison of their su-
periority with the wretchedness of their fellow-creatures.

If, on the contrary, the measure of the capitalists prevails,
what is the consequence? Whetted by the stimulus of the
gratification - of unbotnded desires, of superiority without
assignable limit to. the destitution around him, the desire of
accumulation supersedes with the capitalist even the love of
enjoyment. 'To inequality of wealth there is no bound: it
‘becomes the ruling passion: the distinction which it confers,

. the envy which it excites, urge men on to, acquire it by any
means ; talents, virtue, are sacrificed to it.” Every-éxpedient
- which force and cunning can use to appropriate the fruits of
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other.»m.ex;’s lal?or, and with this view to turn the mass of
mankind into ignorant contented drudges, is erected into g
custom or a law. A universal and always vigilant cbnspirac&
of capitalists, of necessity the most intelligent, exists every
where, because founded on a universally existing interest, to
cause the laborel.'s to toil for the lowest possible, and !:6 wrest
as much as pqsmb_le of the products of their labor to swell
:che accumulatlons and expenditure of capitalists. Yet such
is thg rage of tl}ese, men for distinction, for expenditure as.an
instrument of distinction rather than of any.direct en'oyment;
that the products of the labor of thousands are swal owed. up
for no other end than to gratify such unsubstantial desires,
What acc}lmulated wealth there is in such a community, is
gathered .into the hands of a few; and as well from its gl,.llk
as f_rgm its contrast with the surrounding poverty, it strikes
every eye.  The productive laborers stript of all capital, of
tools, houses, and materials to make. their labor productive; toil
fr_qm want, from the necessity of existence, their remuneration
being kept at the lowest compatible with the existence of in-
dys_trlous habits. The mass of national wealth, though its in-
dividual heaps might be-a thousand times greatef than under
nearly eq}xa] distribution, -bears no proportion to what it
would be if .sr,nall_er portions.of .capital necessary to make la—
bor produetive, were possessed by the productive laborers by
ail. Thg extremes of luxury and magnificence prevail, i‘he
evils of inequality are pushed to the utmost,  The desire of
acc;;umul,a,t_lon‘ reigns unbounded: production is stimulated
chiefly by want. oo R R
In p?in§ of fact, neither the measure of the producer nor ef
the capitalist prevails; but a measure between the two, formed
out of the conflict of their opposing interests, and varied”by
a.thousand casual circumstances in-every society. The mean
sure of theg, capitalist of the value of the use ‘of .his capzta]
pushed to its extreme, would annihilate production from ii;
zeal to accumnlate or to appropriate to itself the prodni::ts of
labpr, The measure of the laborer, without the universal dif-
F_uswn_ of knowledge and justice, could not prevail. - In ptdpor-
tion as force and fraud have been removed in. the »}irégressj"of
the development of wealth, the tendency has been towards: the
measure of the laborer : and every expedient, legal or atherwise,
employed to counteract this. tendency, has.resulted from self-
ishness. or ignorance, and lessened the mass- of .enjoyment.
The  amount demanded for. the use of capital depends more
on: the mode of its d tion than on the absolute quantity
accumulated.. Whateveér may be the amount of the capital
accumulated, whether large or small, if it all remain.in the
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_hands of the producers, the price demanded for the occasional
use of any portion of it would necessarily be at the lowest;
from the féw persons unprovided with capital, and of course
the feeble competition for the use of it. But where all the
capital of the community is in the hands of men called capi-
talists, and scarcely any remains in the hands of the pro-
ducers, there will the price of the use of it be very high,
whiether the absolute quantity of capital be large or small,
from the multitides, the great majority of the community un-
provided with capital, an§ of course the immense competition
to' obtain the use of it. .The greater the supply of capital
amongst the capitalists, the lower of course will become the
price of its use, the numbers of the unprovided and the com-
petition remaining the same. But the absclute amount of
capital in-the hands of the capitalists of any community, af-
fords no guarantee to the efficient producers of wealth that
the remuneration of their labor will be increased, that a

reater proportion of its products will be left in their hands at
their own disposal. Under systems of insecurity, capitalists
will not find or deem it their interest to permit their capital
50 to increase as to reduce materially its profits or the cost
of its use. When accumulating to this point, the desire of
enjoyment shows -itself in increased luxury of expenditure.
In foreign wars, by means of loans, capital is expended by
political power: it is utterly consumed and annihilated; and

in return its owners acquire, under the guarantee of political

powér, a claim on the products of the annual labor of the
working community: whereas had this capital been applied
to the maintenance of productive labor, instead of being con-
sumed in loans, and thus taken out of the market of competi-.
tion; instead of entailing a burdenon productive labor, it
would bring down the profits of stock; and thus tend to throw
more of the products of labor into the hands of the pro-
diicers. The burden without equivalent, the interest on the
Toan, would be altogether saved to the industrious community,.
and for their labor capitalists would besides be compelled-to
pay them more liberally—no new expedient being devised to
check this natural tendency of things. . e

Our second. question with-respect to the deductions from
the products of labor taken by capitalists for- the use of the
articles constituting their capital, ‘was-“‘useful or-not, can
these deductions be avoided without the production of pre-
ponderant evil in the employment. of force?” If the simple
removal of restraints and the consequent diffusion of know=
ledge, be not sufficient to abate these deductions; ‘they ought
not by any other méans- to be abated : for, ‘mo .other means
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than those of* force remaining, the employment of such an in-
strument would annihilate production. ~All institutions and
expedients contravening the rules of distribution here. laid
down. being removed, the producers being permitted to fol-
low their real interests,. and the acquisition as well as the
enlargement of knowledge being facilitated to all, those de-
ductions would soon be reduced to the lowest-compatible with
reproduction, and the producer would gradually recover the
entire use of the products of his labor, or the nearest ap-
proach to it which the ultimate and extended interests of all
producers would permit: The different modes of production
and distribution, by which producers as rational beings, under
the shield of equal security as specified under the name of
the natural laws of distribution, might accomplish this object
of -enjoyin the whole of the products of their own labor, will
be pointed out. Enough .at present to get a glance at the
mighty evils spread over the producers, wherever the capital
necessary to make their labor productive is accumulated in
any other hands than their own. '

SECTION 15.

General inferences from the foregoi nises, o
. egoing premises. Statement .g
. the % Natural Laws of Distribution,” or general rules or prin{
ciples, the observance of which is necessary in order to attain
the greatest happiness derivable from wealth. .

Ir we have entered with great earnestness and minute’ de-
tail into the proof of the’ propositions at the head of the se-
veral ‘seéctions of this chapter, it has been with the view of
establishihg a few simple, intelligible 'and most' important
rules, to serve as first principles in the distribution of wealth.-
As we have hitherto proved directly their truth, that is to say,
their accordance with the organization and circumstances ‘of
man and- their tendency to promote the greatest happiness to
be derived from wealth ; so shall we' frankly and unhesitatingly
followin subsequent chapters wherever truth may further lead
us;'in the development of ‘al Ithe other consequences interesting
to mankind, that appear to-flow from an undeviating adherence
tothese-simple rules. These are what may be called the zatural
laws of distribution. The observance of these rules or laws will
léad, without effort, to-the enjoyment of the greatest: portion
of the benefits of equality that can be had without preponde-
rantevil, 7. e. without violating security, and with'security- cur-
tailing, and ultimately annihilating, production itself. - very
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petson exercising them is of course bound to respect the
same rights in every other member of the community. ~The
and secret demonstrated is, that it is the interest of all com~
munities to substitute reasor and voluntariness, for force, in the
distribution of wealth, as well as in all their other concerns;
that in the distribution of wealth, asin every other departiiient
of morals; the duty and the interest of individuals coincide,
mingle with, and form the a%{gregate of national happiness.

In the preceding sections what have we proved? ~First, it is
evident tﬁat if we wish to extract frem wealth the greatest
happiness it is capable of affording these who produce it; we
shall be of opinion. that all labor ought to be free and vo-
Tuntary as to its direction and continuance.”

Al labor should be ¢ free ” from external compulsion asto
its direction and continuanee. ‘On all unappropriated arti-
cles laber ought to be free, becatise, no appropriation having
been made, no rival claim can be set up; no consent is to be
asked. On appropriated articles labor is to be free from all
external compulsion, the consent of the appropriator having
been obtained. Why render this consent necessary? Be-
canse without it force must be employed; and the employ-
ment of force annihilates, as far as it goes, the motives to re-
production, and consequently production itself. ‘Without it
the producer could mnot enjoy the products of his labor.
Withiout it the. laborer himself would establishi a precedent
which would lead to the abstraction from: himself of the pro-

“ duct of whatever his labor might appropriate by giving it a

value or adding to its previously acquired value.

All labor should be * voluntary” as to its direction and
continuance ; that is to say, not only should no external com-
pulsion restrain its action on-any unappropriated or conceded
appropriated article; but_even to direct it to any of these, no
motives but those capable .of moving, the will through the
reason, the affections, or both, should be employed.  Man.
can only be induced to act through the will or by f}c;rce': there
is no alternative. Delusion is still voluntariness, and know-
ledge is its appropriate cure. While knowledge, not force,
is employed to remove-the delusion, no force should be used
direcgy or indirectl_ly to support it: if the laborer do not

or in any

clioose to labor at all given direction, it he refuse to

obey his interest and to Tisten to persuasion, let no force be_

employed to compel him; leave him to the punishment of
nature: such is the dictate of even-handed justice, of utility

" seeking the Tire«m.«ast happiness. o )
e-word. voluntary, used in its widest significa-

__Perhaps‘ k
tion,. embracing, the. different meanings above used, might be
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sufficient for our purpose, and supersede the use ‘of' i
tional word “free.” " If the mea!;xing be more cleafll'1 ?);dtclf:e
employment of an additional word, its use will not be regretted.
For the lengthened proof of this first rule or law of distribu~
tion, the z:eader is referred to the five first sections. ‘
What is the second rule that the preceding facts and in~
ferences have proved? ¢ All the products of labor,” it has been -
shown, ¢ ought to be secured to the producers. of themn.”
The object Pemg to promote happiness, and of course the
greatest quantity of happiness; and this quantity depending;
other things being equal, on the quantity of articles of wealth
produced to promote that happiness; that quantum of use of
the products of labor ought to be enjoyed by the laborer which
will call forth this greatest happiness and greatest production.
True, that the additions by use of wealth, to the happiness of
the producers,  will decrease continually in their pleasure~
producing qualities : but exactly in proportion to the deerease
of the enjoyment from the production, will be also the decrease
of motives to continue that production. Decreased energy of
mofive requires increased excitement: but as the produce of
the last hours of labor always affords less and less enjoyment
than the preceding, there is more necessity,. instead: .of less
for the use of those products to continue the stimulation of
these continually decreasing tendencies to exertion. There
is doubtless a portion of exertion, that necessary to existence
by means of food, which absolute want will command:: there:
is also a degree of exertion so oppressive to the over-wrought
faculties, that no pleasures. of enjoyment will keep: them l(%i '
engaged to that extent. But within these two extremes ar%
placed all the degrees of industrious exertion: and as fudis
will not supply metive, but merely keep up: the tendency to be-
at all operated upon: by appropriate motives, and as thesemio-
tives are apt to flag towards the termination of exertions, hence
arises the more commanding necessity for the use of the: last
E‘r’glflucts of égbbor than forf arigr of the intermediate products,
ery preceding portion of which ishes a incite
ment to an ing:t%e:ied tendency: . furnlshes  Eftongier Ttter
- No-doubt, in the present artificial and fortuitous combina-
tlons: of society, from the monopoly of Imowledge and' the:
H:m?eﬂes‘s and: ever-varying expedients.in which force and
tix u are ghe agents.of msec‘ur‘it{, the laberer is compelled, By
he necessity of hvmg',‘ to-exert his productive: powersbeyond
that first produce; which if left to himself would be abundantly
sufficient for his support : nor isit probable that, if Teft to him=~

. self'to consume the whele products- of his labor;. he would per-

severe in that unremitting: though wnder the new. circumc
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stances richly-requited) toil, which is now. exacted from him
under the pain of destitution and death. Under the present
system of things, the producer is, as to ‘happiness, at the very
lowest point of the scale at which he can be kept consistently
with the continuance of his efforts. As to production; the ex-
pedients of insecurity restrict the acquisition of skill and the
use of capital (the materials of production) to so few, and ren-

der such numbers utterly useless to production, that'with one

half the. labor which is now extracted from the misery of a

few, four times or perhaps ten times the quantity of production
on the whole would be obtained from the .active energies of

an equally-informed and skilful community, all enjoying the
whole of the praducts of their individual exertions.  The ac-
cumulation of the general capital of the community—for a few
accidental exceptions, to a small amount, would cause.no per-
ceptible derangement—in any other hands than those of the real
operative laborers, necessarily arrests the progress of all in-
dustry but that which will leave the usual remuneration of ca-

ital which the time and circumstances afford, to the holders of
the capital. Though millions might be made happy by employ-
ment on the existing capital,—land, food, houses, machines,—
of any community, if rendered skilful and permitted to iise them

at a profit, say one fourth, or any proportion, less than that which

a very few skilful laborers of the same community could be rrade,
by limiting, by direct and indirect means, their enjoyments to
nothing, to yield to the holders of the capital ; yet as long as
that force-supported organization of things continues, by which
one set of men possess the productive powers alone, and an-
other possess the physical méans of putting those productive
powers into operation, so long will the latter, the capitalists,
use the means in their power to render the labor and the hap-
piness of all laborers subservient to their greatest interests
so long will the happiness of the whole human race be sacri-
ficed, if necessary in the estimation of capitalists, to produce
an additional quarter per cent. profit. . The laborers in-their

place would ‘do the same, being all equally the creatures of -

the circumstances surrounding them. As long as two “hostile
masses of interest are suffered to exist in soclety, the owners
of labor on one side.and the owners of the means of laboring
on the other, as long as this unnatural distribution is forcibly
maintained—for : without force wielded by ignorance it could
not be maintained—so long will perhaps as much as nine-
tenths of attainable human productions never be brought into
existence, and so long will ninety-nine hundred parts of attain-
able human happiness be sacrificed.  To obviate these evils,
by excluding force altogether from the distribution of ‘wealth,
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it is. necessary to observe our second: rule, * All the.
of labor should be secured to the produc’ers,A;l{' tt}ﬁi]gr,c’)du%ts
means of it alone will all pernicious inequality be preventeg
from arising where it does mot already exist; and where it
l(3(1‘;es e_:xlsi,h it ﬁ:.vill be gi*adually exterminated, simply by re-
uncing the future em i ations
spectinggW'Qalth. ployment of forceA in ?.11 operations re-
It will not be supposed that by the word * secured,” in the
above rule, is meant to be conveyed .any notion. of coercion.
To secure to t.he producer the products of his labor, no dis-
play of force is necessary. To abstain from the use of force,
is all that is wanting. . To protect the laborer in the repe]ling’;

- of force that would abstract the product of his toils, is the only

meaning to ‘be " applied to the word “secured.”. For the

- lengthened illustration and proof of this second rule of equal

security in respect to property or wealth i
oy property > see.sectlons .6, 8,

- There is still another rule to.be deduced .from.the pfecéd;

Ing sections, making with the two former what.we call the

“ datural laws of distribution,” or principles of..securi
specting property or wealth, . < All gxchagges of thepll"l(guz:;
of wealth ought to be free and voluntary.” " In sections 7, 11
and following,. this proposition is proved. Though the fac’:ult;r
of freely .exchanging may be said to be implied “in the entire
use.of ,thg products. of labor, it was deemed necessary to. treat
1t apart, in order to afford room for those further develop-
ments which the important subject of exchanges.demanded.
Considerable space was therefore taken to show the utility of
unshackled exchanges and the pernicious consequences of any.
forclblg interference with.them, of any other.interference than
that arising from persuasion and the diffusion of knowledge,

, As in the first rule, ‘Principle, or law respecting the direc-
tion and continuance of labor, so in this respect'ino? exchanges
of thg products of labor, the word *free,” as wellbas « volfn-
tary,” 1s made use of. Exchanges must be free as referring
fo external constraint, and must be voluntary as respects the
intelligent aﬁent. Were the word “ free,” not made use of,

+it might perhaps be said, « All the exchanges that are per~

mitted, ‘ought to be voluntary; b
tted, ntary ; but there are many exchanges
vsl;hlch it would be unwise to permit.” To obvig’;e therefgre
the ppss_Lblhty of misunderstanding the meaning, the second
;ivorc} Is introduced ; though the first alone in its fair signi-
r:;trl:'m mljght be_sufﬁclen]:1 to convey the whole intended

ing. In section 12, this rul
et dg A ule of exchanges has been de-
Our lengi_;hened discussions, it will be seen, have had for

> .

T
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their sole object to reglove- ;11 reg 18%?;6?23-2:3%?2:&
ith labor and its products depending ree ; b
:ggueaknowledge and persuasion for themdm_ alllmg:::rs;;
lating to wealth, by means (1)1f mtﬁ]llglble Zn d Flﬁgizh c(g‘ in-
i ion, the observanc ,
ciples or rules of action, th e o would load i
tuting what is called security as to p: '{))l ) would e
i ithout effort, to the utmost possible, nearly ap
::f; tozlt[];;}fl'ect, eql;,ality of distribution of wealth, and thus to
happiness derivable from it. o
the ;Eg?:les g}f? action, or naturz}l !aws of dl's'trlbunon f:
called becaise they require no artificial or factitious a}t'lraf{lg -
:nents for their support—as illustrated and proved in the fore
oing sections, are the three above stated. . . < toits
8 Figrst All labor ought to be free and voluntary, as to 1
irecti d continuance.
duggsg;dﬁr.l All the products of labor ought to be secured to
the producers of them.
Third. = All éxchang
and voluntary. .
“The literal and impar
bution, will produce, _thh
piness to a community, 10
wealth, whatever it may be,

es of these products ought to be free

rtial execution of these laws of distri-
arm‘ou(:: further effort, the greatest hap-
be derived from that portion of
of which it may .happendto'be
essed, or which it may be in the yearly habit of prod u(:lz'.xgﬁ
ggzls consumin , and will ensured t};e greatestbret]l)lr: ;)1:8 don
. ture.

of wealth, . The penalty attached by na Jo the breach
S ' f. distribution, or, to speak withou ’

gef &?etﬁzré:;v:lt;} ensuing from the constitution l())'f tme;}
arﬁl of,things surrounding themi)is,d the lgs; (I)rf; tﬁg n(: Ji;c psm_

of the happiness to be derived tro: , I

‘g;:%itgnmt]g t‘;lf;.: m:gnigl:de of the offence, to the extent of de-

parture from these laws.

CHAPTER 1L

OF THE EVILS ACTUALLY PRODUCED BY FORCED INEQUALITY
: : OF WEALTH.,

Tue evils arising from a great inequality of wealth, fiom:
an accumulation, in the hands of a few individuals, of im=
mense masses of wealth, the products of labor; whether fixed
or not in the soil, are so appalling, and so minute and diffusive
in their influence, on the production of wealth, on morals poli-
tical and: private, and of course on happiness, that they de-
mand a separate and distinct exposition, It is one thing, to -
have shown the Jengfits that are necessarily attendant on a
distribution such as the natural course of things, under the
shelter of impartial justice between man and man, aided by
the constant advancement and diffusion of knowledge, would
produce. To exhibit the evils of a contrary course, of an at-
tempt at forcing wealth into certain hands, or of maintaining
it in those hands by partial regulations—and without' supﬁ
forced and partial regulations it can never be so maintained—
will carry our main argument to-the highest point of what we
may call moral demonstration. For, 1f.gven the forced in~
equality of wealth were attended with some good effects, and
with no positive evils, still our task would be to weigh the
quantum of good arising from this forced inequality against
the quantum of good arising -from that unconstrained state of
thin%s—call it comparative equality or what you please—which
has been advocated, and to note the balance; our Judgement
depending on its amount. But here, where the argument is
already decided from the want of good effects arising from
forced'inequa]i , how irresistible, wi%l it be when to these are
added a host of positive evils!- Some of these evils have been
unavoidably touched on before; butit is useful to bring them
all together as an antidote to that unenlightened and short~
sighted, and therefore pernicious,_selfishness, which aims at
indefinite grasping ‘at the-acquisitions, or, more properly and
truly, at the future ‘products of the labor of others. All the
evils arising from excessive inequality of wealth, from that
Inequality which is effected either by direct force or by un-~
equal laws, may perhaps be usefully referred to one or other
O.fthe,fo]lowing heads: =~ S
N2
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- 1. Of its moral evils. . -

1. Excessive inequality of wealth, that is to say, all inequa~
lity over and above that which is necessary to supfpprt the na-
tural laws of distribution—free labor—entire use of its products
—and voluntary exchange—diminishes the sum total of human
enjoyment, by subtracting from the masses of happiness of the

eater number. . .
8?2. Tt does ‘not add to the happiness; on: t}]le balance of its
effects, of those few who possess the larger shares.

3. ft enienders positive wices in those having the larger
shares, in the excessively r{ch., . .

4}: I’t‘ excites the admiration and ‘the imitation, a:nd in this
way diffuses the practice of those vices of the rich in the rest
of ‘the community; or produces in them other vices arising
out of their relative situation in respect to the excessively rich.

II. Of its economical evils. o . ‘

1. Its yearly income is consumed by wunproductive laborers,
and is therefore so much annual loss of the productions of the
national industry. oo v

2. It encourages such arts and. trades, in the exchange of
its income, previous to consumption, as are the most .insecure
and unequal in their remuneration, and therefore the least
tending to national W(lelfal_*ia.

II1.” Of its political evils. i . .

It necessariﬁr leads to the usurpation of the powers of legis-.
Jation, as well as . of -the executive and judicial authority, by

those unqualified by education to exercise them aright, and. .

with interests hostile to the general or national interest.

, SECTION 1.
Of the moral evills produced by forced ineguality of wealth.

‘ i ist i ture of things,'
Ir such be theevils arising, in . the very na
from an excessive inequality in the distribution of wealth, from

that inequality which is brought about by absoluteviolence,. -

. . . i
by fraud, or by the operation of unequal laws interfering wit
tge ﬁlued’om oiy labor,};:he secure enjoyment of the whole of fts

roducts, - and. the perfect freedom-of voluntary exchanges;

and:if the remedy for these evils, beautiful for.its simplicity,

isti ely 1 ) i d- pretended
consisting solely in the removal of restraints and
enco‘uraggementsf and in the utmost possible-diffusion of every
species of real, which must be therefore usgfil, knowledge, be

in'the power of every community that has the knowledge and-

virtue to will it ;—how strongly should we. be-aitached :fo- that
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fearless discussion of moral, political, and economical truth,
which has led to such results!” Not in vain will the baneful
experience of past ages have been accumulated for us; not in
vain will past ages have erred and suffered;—their experiments,
carried on through successions of generations and centuries, in
moral, political, and economical science, will be seized by us,
and the good extracted from them; as we extract what is use-
ful from the physical experiments of the early chemists. But
let us first prove the evil effects that have been pointed out.
After what has been already said, it will require no extent
of illustration, no marshalling of particulars, to prove our
first alleged evil imputed to an excessive or forced inequa-
lity, to any portion of inequality not demanded by security,
in the distribution of wealth. Who will deny that excessive
inequality must diminish the sum total of human enjoyment,
by subtracting from the masses of happiness of the greater
number, in as far as that happiness consists in the pleasures
dependent on the possession of wealth? If any number of
heaps of any article be exposed, and a litfle-be taken
from each, nothing is ‘more clear than that each individual
heap will be lessened. Just so it is with haj piness: we cans
not ‘measure directly the sensations and other feelirigs that
constitute happiness itself; but we can measure the physical
means, the instruments by which these pleasurable feelings
are excited. These means being lessened in'each, the gre-
gate of individual, which alone constitutes the ‘general, hap-
piness, is diminished. ‘Were the case; as ‘some people argue
as if’ they supposed it was, that the excessively rich derived
their means of expenditure from any independent sources; that
houses, coaches, silks, wines; palaces, and pictures, were pe-
riodically rained down to them from heaven," orsupplied: by
the pretty childishness of eastern genii; did there exist in na-
ture any other means of producing or increasing wealth, but
by labor superadded to raw materials, orto the productive
powers of nature in the growth of animals and plants; were
‘the riches of the rich any thing more than the annual or other
periodical products of the labor of the rest of the community;——
Zhen, and in this imaginary state of things, it might so happen
that the wealth of the excessively rich might exist without a
deduction, exactly correspondent in extent, from the portions
of -the rest of the community. Tt follows then that excessive
inequality, being attainable only by deductions from the pro-
ducts of the individual labors of the whole of the rest of the
community, must lessen the sum total of the enjoyments.de-
rived from the wealth of that community. - To Jjustify this in~
equality, caused by force or unequal laws, it would be neces-
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sary to show that the additional happiness enjoyed by those
having excessive wealth is so great, as miore than to.counter-
balance the individual deductions from the happiness of those
who have produced the wealth, the society at large. But so
very far is this from being the case, as already shown.in the 8th
and 9th sections of the last chapter, that we shall find, that
The second evil arising from that inequality of wealth—
which can only be produced by violence or unequal laws, and
which renders exertion unnecessary for the continuance of the
possession of wealth,—called here, exzcessive inequality, is, that
it does not add to the happiness even of those jfew possessing the
larger shares. This result arises from several facts always
recurring, in the way of antecedents and consequents, called
¢ laws of nature,” observed in the play of our physical or-
ganization. Inequality of wealth, acquired in any other way
than by means of the voluntary exchanges of successful in-
dustry, or the free gift of wealth so acquired, is on an im=
mense probability of chances, attended with this effect, that as
it renders exertion unnecessary, so it renders. it unpractised.
Exertion, implying an effort attended with some degree of dis-
comfort before its ultimate object can be produced, requires to
be stimulated by some adequate motive. To set a stone in motion,
some impulse, some communication of motion must be applied:
To urge a mere sentient being into action, some inducement,
as of food, must be held out. To urge into’ exertion a sen~
tient and thinking being, capable of distant views, of looking
intoconsequences, motivesmust be supplied. Nowwhat are these
motives, arid where are they tobe found under the ordinary so-
cigl system of competition and individual exertion? They con-
sist chiefly in the pursuit of the objects of wealth, power, and
reputation, to gratify our physical wants and wishes, to gratify
our passions, and to gratify our moral or sympathetic feelings:
Look now to the situation of the excessively rich.  He is al-
ready supplied to repletion with those objects which are the
main-springs of human conduct, which serve as motives to
human exertion. - Every physical propensity has- at hand the
means of inordinate gratification.. Does a wish arise? it is
atified: volition is all that is required; exeértion is super-
%fl‘ous.‘*’ Excessive: wealth gives also power, or the means of
influencing others. - The possessor of excessive wealth has an
equivalent always at hand, to offer, in the way of voluntary
exchange, for the services of his fellow-creatures, by means of
which he makes them subservient to the gratification of his
gassions., In fact, the senses not being capable of excitement
eyond a certain point, and being speedily satiated, excessive
wealth, looking out for means to keep up excitement to pro~
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long the feeling of existence, naturally and almost necessarily
directs itself to the influencing of others to the gratification of
its passions. The possession of excessive wealth is therefore,
ipso facto, operating on beings constituted as we are, the pos~
session of power. The pleasures of reputation also, or of the
%ood opinion of others; or, of what is more prized by the
ulk of the rich, of the envy and idle admiration of the. sur-
rounding crowd, is a necessary conséquernce of wealth. That
deference or tacit acknowledgement of superiority, at all events
of superiority in possessing the means of happiness, so uni-
versally conceded to the rich, is to them reputation;. is will-
ingly construed by them into something more substantial and
better than the deference paid by a few to talent or virtue.
If we want then to stimulate to action the rich, if we want
to supply them with motives to exertion that has ever so little
of the apparently arduous in it, we find that all. the usual
motives to human exertion are snatched out of our hands:
Wealth, attended with power and reputation, they already
have. To obtain what, should -they put forth superfluous
energies 7 For what purpose become the wretched rivals of
the creatures, in their eyes unfortunate, on whom they look
down as toiling for pitiful portions of those good things, of
which they feel themselves abundantly, and without effort,
possessed? So entirely do these circumstances operate. in
inducing this state of mind-in the excessively rich, that they
look-upon it as mean and sordid.to be compelled to any use-
ful labor for acquiring the good things of life. Idleness is
looked upon as their right, their prerogative, and becomes &
sickly matter of pride and triumph, What is the consequence
of this state of things? "How does it affect the happiness of
the rich? - Here we must notice another law of our nature,
Without the constant exercise of some at least of our faculties,
corporeal or mental, there can be no permanent contentment,
no real happiness. Without an olject before us, an aim and
end of our exertions, we cannot be happy. . Such is then the
situation of the excessively rich: withont motives to exertion
they cannot put forth any of the energies of their nature : for
them, ';these motives cannot be found. “Without these motives,
there is no exertion; without exertion, no continued happi-
ness: life becomes 2 mere alternation of feverish, mostly. sen-
sual, excitement, and of listlessness; and in this: respect the-
abuses of the distribution of wealth lead to the same results
with the occupations of the savage. Excessive wealth, where
exertion is’ not necessary to continue the means of gratifica-
tion, will, as.long as man is constituted as he is at present, be
unaccompanied with exertion; and therefore without con-
tentment, without permanent happiness. Accidental circum-
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stances will operate on:a few individuals of every class and pro-
fession, taking them'out of the general rule and raising them
above the level of their fellows. - But were these exceptions
one in ten; they would not invalidate our general position,
—that the excessively rich are condemned to a want of aim, of
action in life, and therefore to a want of happiness.

Let not the effects of this position be misrepresented: no-
thing can be further from its tendency than an insinuation of
hypocritical comfort to the poor and the wretched, intimating

that their physical privations should be cheerfully endured, in-

asmuch as the rich are still more wretched than they,  No:
in-the scale of diseomfort, the wretchedly poor are undoubtedly
much more to be pitied than'the excessively rich. But our
system, far from advocating the necessity of either of these
states of existence, demounstrates the pernicious effécts arising
from both. ‘The one evil engenders and supports the other:
wherever excessive wealth has existed, excessive poverty has
almost always reared its palaces and pampered its caprices.
‘While excessive wealth always and necessarily lessens the

‘number of - the middling orders in possession of moderate ca-

pitals, it almost-always reduces to comparative beggary, if not
to absolute beggary, the vast majority of society. It is only
in a state of society where acquisitions by violence and un-
equal laws, have been.engrafted,. as it were, on a state more
or-less approaching to free labor, free exchanges, a{ld ﬁ:ee
discussion : and - diffusion "of knowledge, that:excessive in-
equality of wealth has existed without excessive misery of
society at large. . , ) . )
The éxcessively rich then, as a body, being without motives
‘to exertion, are condemned to inaction and listlessness: t‘hey
know not how to pass away, or (very energetically speaking)
to ill their time: they feel the void, the wearisomeness of
existence ; for them has been formed the word ennui, to denote
the wretchedness of .a continual want of sensations, physical
ormental.* Hope hasno brightening prospects for them; de-
sire, no wish, by exertion; to be'accomplished; 'What:are
the expedients to which' they are necessarily driven in-order
to fly from: this vacuity of thought and feeling? To renew
and repeat  eternally the pleasures of the senses? * To enjoy
an eternal banquet-of tastes, of sounds, of forms and colours,
of odours, and of all: the varieties of feeling? . Alas! nature
interposes and baffles the schemes of contentment, not to say
of happiness, from such continual excitements. It is a fact
* The veriest-pang the-wretched find,
. Is rapture to the dreary void,

The leafléss desert of the mind, .
The wastc of feelings unemploy’d.

‘and to be - pitie

Seer: 1.1 Increases not the Happinéss of the Rich. 185
always recurring, and what we call a Jaw of ndture, that the
nerve excited beyond a certain time or a certain degree, loses
the power of enjoyment till relieved by rest and abstinence.
‘Were our organization differently constituted; were it possible
to call forth, to renew desires, s quickly as.the objécts of
their gratification could be presented; had we, like the in-
mates of Mahomet’s paradise, ever-springing and ever-unsated
appetites, this scheme would succeed. ~But, as things now
are, the greater portion by far of the 24 hours of each day
not devoted to sleep, must be filled up in a way unaided by
sensual pleasure, in order to enable the nerves to recover
their tone and capacity for these enjoyments. Nay, this law
of our nature, this fact of our organization, goes even further.
Not only are rest arid abstinence required to recover the ca~
pacity for- a renewal of sensual pleasures; but if we presume
to push' these pleasures to excess, if we go a step beyond the
point of gratiﬁca,tion by way of forcing nature to more intense
or lengthened enjoyment, she indignantly repels us from her
bosom, and lassitude and. disgust and loathing infallibly suc-
ceed, and even the capacity for enjoying future sensual plea- '
sures is more or less impaired; not to speak of remote con-
stitutional effects in predisposing to disease and lessening the
duration of life. Supposing that wisdom or prudence avoids
these latter evils, how are the-unoccupied rich to fill up the
dreaded daily void spaces of their existence? In sauntering,
trifling, gossiping, in worthless pursuits, or in pernicious pur-
suits, say the experience of all ages and nations, and the very
nature of our organization. Happy are they amongst them,
who can make to themselves an interest in vying with their
§rooms or coachmen in'the care of hunting dogs, or ‘the
ashionable mode of brandishing their whips, and guiding
their brown or gray horses, If extravagance of foolish eipen-
diture do not accompany these pastimes, time is at all events
killed by them, and the dreaded feeling of the vacuity of life
is removed. After the idlers and the foolishly: busy, come
the perniciously busy, professed sensualists, intriguers, gam-
blers, &c.': Those who require stronger'-excitemelits,toiilgp
awake the feeling of existence, are of this class; and numerous
5 they are, their ‘pursuits being justly deno-
minated vices, from the miseries which they entail on thems
selves and others. ’ : } R
Why may ot, it may be asked, the excessively rieh fill up
theirvacant hours in intellectual pursuits, or in:works of ‘ac~
tive usefulness or beneficence? - That but a very few do-so
occupy themselves, is an indisputable fact. To the reason al-
ready given, the want of ‘motzve:to exertion, in pursuits whose
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object is remote and not directly selfish, must be added another,
arising from the mode of education of the excessively rich.
Surrounded with dependants, no want or wish left ungratified,
an over-high estimate of their own importance, and an un-
due selfishness, are necessarily engendered : the rest of man-
kind are looked upon as inferior beings: to their wants and
circumstances, to their privations and modes of life, the at-
tention, the sympathies of the pampered young of the ex-
cessively rich, have not been directed. Seldom indeed there-
fore will t}{'ﬂe be prepared by education, to be operated upon
by such h gﬁ, moral motives as those of beneficence. Were
this even the case, something more than the will is wanting to
" do good: intelligence as to the mode of effecting it, is equally
necessary.. What promise does the education of the exces-
sively rich, give of the development of this intelligence? ~In
early childhood surrounded by conventional forms and sy-
stems, by those above them, their parents, whose sentiments
must not be disputed, by those beneath them who assent to
every folly and propensity of their little superiors, the great
spring of mental improvement, curiosizy, is never called forth.
The excitement of this spring in youth, in very early youth,
is necessary for the development of the comparing and rea-
soning faculty, to conquer that love of rest, that inaptitude to
exertion, which, like rust, grows upon us by the operation of
external circumstances, if not timely prevented by the early
formation of a kabit of curiosity and inquiry. Before school
education begins, such children have mostly acquired an in-
aptitude to mental improvement: and it is in vain to use, by
way of excitin ,them, so remote and delicate a motive of ac-
tion, and to the young, enamoured during the day with the
meére motion of the animal spirits, unconscious as yet of the
weight of time, so very incomprehensible a motive of action, as
the filling up of the idle hours of life or the acquisition of the
meahs of extended usefulness. . o )
. We may conclude, then; that the excessively rich is not as
happy as the moderately rich; because, in sensual pleasures,
nature will not permit him to go beyond what the moderately
rich has the means to gratify ; ‘becanse he has no uniform aim
or-object of exertion in life which the moderately rich and the
occupied possess; to maintain their station or to advance it;
and because long leisure hours are occupied with silly or per-
nicious pursuits, while the few hours of leisure—after exertion

—of the ‘employed, are turned to-pleasure, though the walk,

the air, the sun, the skies, may be their sole invigorating causes
of delight. R S e
But it is time that we should advance another step in our
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argument; for we have undertaken to show that not only is ex-
cessive wealth unable to make the excessively rich happier
than the moderately rich, but it engenders positive wices in
the possessors of these excessive shares of wealth.” The vices
produced by excessive wealth, under the name of the vices of
luxury, haYe been, in almost all countries and ages, the
themes calling forth the reprobation of moralists. It is true
that exaggeration has been abundantly scattered over their
declamations on this subject; that they have almost proscribed
the use of wealth; that they have almost denounced enjoy-
ment or pleasure itself, in' consequence of the palpable vices
and miseries which their excess engenders: Ignorant of the
physical and mental organization of human nature, ignorant
of the modes of producing, accumulating - and- distributing
wealth, ‘and their comparative effects on human happiness ;
looking always on their subject but at the one side, urged by

unsocial antipathies, frequently by superstitions dogmas or -

theqries ; no wonder that wealth and happiness were denounced
as vices, or snares, or species of theft, tobe winked atby morality,
instead of being boldly put forward.as the only inte]ligib{e
objects of human_ existence: no wonder that austerities, and
privations, and even (by the extravagantly fanatic) self-torments,
have been put forward as virtues ; to form a contrast to the self-
1§hness and cowardliness of excessive wealth.. But real, en-
lightened morality; founded -on the nature of man, and his
relations to surrounding objects, and on the consequences of
his actions to himself and others, needs not the treacherous
and pernicious aid of prejudice, or error, or falsehood in-any
shape, to entitle her to the respect and the admiration of man-
kind. Casting aside therefore the assistance of exaggeration,
let us soberly point out those vices which are the peculiar pro-
ducts of excessive wealth. Stealing, lying about the ordinary
concerns of life, stinginess at least towards their equals, are
not the vices of the excessively rich: but sensual excesses; a
disregard of all the personal virtués of prudence, an irre-
claimable selfishness arising from an over-estimate of - their
own’ importance, and of the superior value of: their own
happiness, - want .of fortitude to bear the ordinary evils
and casualties of life—these are the vices: inseparable, in a
great majority of cases,” from the possession of excessive
wealth. - That sensual excesses are vicious, merely, like -all
other vices, because they tend to misery, no- one, I believe,
w1]l. dlspﬂ!;e": that those who have 'the means, without effort,
of indulging, as it is called, in these excesses, will be'more
apt to yield to them than those who are not so well provided
with the means of enjoyment, (or if provided by mezns of exer-
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tion, giving a.substitute and -2 habit of other pursuits,) can~

"not be disputed. Amongst the poor the necessities of their

existence, amongst the middling classes the defect of sufficient
means, limit respectively the possibility or the probability of
sensual excess; while amongst the excessively rich there is no
restraint to the headlong gratification of appetite but enlarged
views of distant evils; which enlarged views—on the one hand
—are in no way confined to the rich; while on the other hand,
they have the least aptitude to be influenced by them. As to
the restraining motive of public opinion, the influence of re-
ligion, of the ﬁws, these are, not to say equally operative on
the rest of society as on the rich, but much more operative.
There remain then greater means of gratification with the
rich, and therefore, other things being at least equal, greater
excesses and abuse of sensual pleasures.  If the indulgence
in sensual ‘excesses be characteristic of the excessively rich,
what is there in their situation that should teach them habits of
‘personal prudence? They that want will be little inclined to
waste, because by waste they lose the very means of enjoy-
ment: they that have no wants will be apt to be indifferent to
waste: they whose wants are not only satisfied to repletion,
but whose very wishes are anticipated, require a strong ex-
ternal motive to lead them to reflect on the remote evils of
imprudence and waste of every description. Where are the
very rich to find this motive, in op{)ositic)n to the calls of im-
mediate gratification? - The calculation of consequences re-
quires effort; the very naming of future evil is grating to ‘pam-
pered ears and appetites :- how much more the weighing the

" probability of its approach | But the want of prudence in all

their arrangements brings; in the course of time, regret and
‘discomfort, though the cases should be:but few in which it
produces absolute ruin, To obviate this natural tendency of
‘excessive wealth to extravagance and imprudence of all sorts,
entails and settlements —mind always at the expense of thein-
nocent—have been justified ; though many other pernicious
ohjects, besides these, have led to their establishment, and
many other important pernicious effects have resulted from
them.. The tendency of excessive wealth to produce improvi-
dence, cannot be doubted: and though the want of prudence

‘is'not so great a vice, asnot being attended with so great evils,

to:the very rich; as to the moderately rich, not to speak of the
poor’to whom it would be perdition ; yet -it - is necessarily- in-
cidental to'excessive wealth; and vicious, in as far as it tends
to induce miisery to themselves or indirectly to others. Ina
national point ofs" viewthis extravagance—though the immediate
incomes would be dissipated—would be salutary as leading to
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equalization of wealth, if iniquitous laws, framed by the rich,
did not protect them from the effects of their own vices by.
screening their property from the just demands of the indus-
trious.. The sensual excesses and the improvidence of exces-
sive wealth, are necessarily accompanied with a want of forti-
tude in bearing the casualties of life. To excel in any thing,
exercise and habit are necessary: the whole range of human
ingenuity is employed to remove every source of pain and dis-
quiet from the very rich: to avoid every appearance of pain.
or discomfort is the study of their lives; and in the education.
of their infants this principle of warding off immediate physi-
cal evil is entirely followed out. Whatis the consequence?:
As they are not permitted ever to run the risk of experiencing
physical evil, they cannot acquire the habit of enduring. it
with fortitude. Fortitude, like the strength of a particular.
muscle, must be acquired by exercise, by early habit, - Who
does not know that the child of the peasant will laugh at the:
shower or danger that make the child of indulgence shrink.
with uneasiness and apprehension, as the peasant himself
would laugh at the imaginary wants and privations of the rich ?
Enduring pain, enduring loss jfrmly, would perhaps cease to-
be virtues, if the casualties indicing pain and loss -could be
banished from life or from the lives of the very rich. . But,.
this state of things being out of the question, and cowardliness,-
doubling every evil at the moment of suffering—not to speak.
of the permanent horrors of anticipation—is. a misfortune aris-
ing from acquired voluntary actions, and therefore a vice con-.
sequent on excessive wealth. . It is not said that circumstances.
may not be supposed through which, in spite. of these ten-.
dencies, an excessively rich man may be a_hero, .above pain
and danger: but legislators, moralists, and ecoromists, must.
not become writers of romance, and mistake the casual ex-
ception -for the general rule. Neither is it necessary for the
argument to assert that a state of things could not be devised.
in which. these. tendencies of excessive, . unoccupied, wealth,..
might be counteracted. If such states of things could be con-
trived, .they would :be more cumbersome and uneconomical
than the simple removal of those.circumstances which induce.
the tendencies. - Now therefore, as the .result of excessive in=
dulgence without effort and of the want of habits of prudence.
and fortitude, there necessarily arises in the minds of the ex-
cessively rich an undue regard to their own happiness and feel~
ings, as compared with those of their fellow-creatures. Super-
naturally illuminated miust be that mind, which conceives the
happiness of those for whose comforts no. provision is made,.
and whose deference and admiration he:has been all his life.
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accustomed to receive, to be of equal importance, in the scale
of things, with his own happiness!| When the excessively

rich suffer ever so slight a pain physical or mental, every one .

around, not to speak of paid servants and expectants, sympa-
thizes, or seems to sympathize, with him : when the poor man
suffers, sympathy is regarded as an act of benevolence, not of
expected good manners.  The constant operation of this un-
equal sympathy must inevitably produce in the minds not
only of the excessively rich themselves, but of the bulk of
mankind, their enviers and admirers, an over-estimate of the
importance of their happiness as compared with that of the
rest of their fellow-creatures. But this over-estimate is the
very vice of selfishness: for if we do not attach the same im-
ortance in our reasonings and intercourse with our fellow-
creatures to. their happiness that we do to our own,. how can
we act justly towards them ? it will be selfishness counteracting
selfishness, falsehood and evasion plotting against and counter-
mining each other, instead of the hbera?, the short, and phe
really wise course of equivalents mutually satisfactory. It.is
true, that on ordinary occasions of the.transfer of small par-
cels of trifling articles of wealth, the very rich are frequently
lavish.. ' When this arises, as it mostly does, from. thought-
less imprudence, or from the small comparative value, to the
giver, of the thing given, it.is quite consistent with selfish~
ness.. The same person that will fling away thmﬁs, the value
of which is as nothing to. him, will pertinaciously refuse the
surrender of the smallest rea! enjoyment, though ever so in-
compatible with thé comforts of others.” Witness. the mis-
called .pleasures of ({)ursm‘ng' game, ‘which in- almost every
country in the worl | 2
amusement of the very rich, though attended. with the laying
waste of provinces or the sweeping away of the products .of
industrious labor: witness the inequalities of laws. made. by
the excessively rich in their own favor in everg part of the
world : witness all punishments by fixed fines which are mere
burlesque to some,. but ruin’to. others. . In private life, this
principle of selfishness, though not so capable of demonstra-
tion’ by any recorded acts, ‘is apparent to ey%‘éj one that will
only scrutinize his.own feelings and habits. hy that defer-
ence which we almost mechanically pay to the feelings and

wishes of the rich in preference to those of the poor? would -

we not look upon it as presumption in the humble in circum-
stances, to expect those courtesies which we are emulous. to
pay, whenever an occasion offers, to the very rich? - No matter
our. miotive : it may be mere sympathy in their enjoyments,
the’ cheetful reflection of .their pleasures on - our own minds,

have been seized upon for the exclusive -
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or the sordid desire of conciliating favors, that induces. this
‘deference on our parts. The question here is, What is the
inevitable ¢ffect on the characters of the rich? Is it possible
for them, . as a class, not to over-estimate the importance of
their own happiness, not to follow the vulgar train of thought
.on this subject? Now, if they‘do fall into this error.of selfish~
mess, of over-estimating the importance of their own happi-
ness, what is the consequence? and wherein consists the vice
of this error? It consists in the loss to the excessively.rich
of the pleasures of benevolence, in the loss to-the rest of the
community of the pleasures to be derived from the practice of
beneficence and justice. These are some of theevil effects of self-

.ishness on which we shall not now enlarge: the picture might

be filled up with a host of cruelties to others, instead of the
mere privation of good offices. C C
These immoral tendencies, then, being inherent in excessive,

.unoccupied, wealth ; the tendency to sensual excesses from the

constant means of gratification, the tendency to imprudence
from the remoteness of the evils to be feared from prodigality
and waste, the tendency to want of fortitude from the pamper-
ing. of all wants and wishes and non-exposure to pain, . the

. tendency to selfishness from the combined operation of ‘these

previous circumstances and from the. universal deference and
partial sympathy. which the very. rich experience; shall we
find in their situation the source of any good qualities to
balance ‘these defects? ' The. only quality of this sort' I can
perceive is, polish of manners. 'This obviates, in their inter-
course with each other, the effects of their overweening self-
ishness; ‘but is too. often.a mere matter of convention, which,
even in the comparative. trifles with which it is conversant,
lacks the charm of sincerity. .. Politeness, with the really vir-
tuous, is ¢“benevolencein an agrecable dress;” and the charm
even .of benevolence, particu%:rly, in every day matters, it
heightens and improves. . But this sort of politeness is re-
served for those who are good as well as polished. ' Intellectual
excellence, asfar asthat maybe a source of happiness to the very
rich, is but sparingly shared by them with the middling orders,
to whom exertion of all sorts is necessary. The freedom from
the fears of want amongst the very rich, is scarcely any source
of happiness, as such wants have never been felt or contem-
plated : the occasional presence of such fears, if at all. con-
templated, might indeed call forth exertion: but comparison
with others is used only as a source of self-complacency.

Our next position is, that -« excessive wealth excites the ad-
miration and the imitation, and in this way djffuses the practice
of the vices. of. the rich, amongst the rest of the community ; ‘or
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produces in them other vices arising out -of their relative:situation
to the excessively rich.” On this point nothing is more obvious
than the universal: operation of the most.common principle of
our nature, that .of association. The wealth, as the means
of happiness, of the excessively rich, is admired or envied
" byall: the manners and character connected with the abund-
ance of these good things, always strike the mind. in con-
junction with them, and ‘the approbation excited by wealth,
naturally spreads itself over its adjuncts. . Can those qualities
not be delightful which are joined with such delightful things ?
If we cannot acquire the wealth of the very rich, may we not
resemble them at least in manners and conduct ; and thus ob-
tain their sympathy or partake of their good offices? Shall
we not thus raise ourselves into a species of equality with them?
To gamble, to playthe fastidious epicure, to steep in sensuality,
are genteel vices, above the vulgar, show a noble spirit and
unlock to us the affections and the gates of the rich.. Thereis
no counteracting this principle of our nature. Aslong as ex-
cessive wealth is an object of desire, of admiration, so long
will those qualities, good or bad, which the possession of ex-
cessive wealth engengers, be connected with it in desire and
admiration. Now,. does it tend to the happiness of society,
i. e, .of the individuals who compose society, that such quali-
ties as sensuality, imprudence, pusillanimity, and selfishness
should be viewed through a fallacious medium,. and palliated,
and excused, and followed, .rather than reprobated and
shunned? Can-it.tend to the happiness of society that its
wealth, the produce of its industry, should be so distributed
as to raise such qualities as these in the public estimation, by

ensuring, their practice on the part of the most. influential of

its members? From the false glare through which . these
qualities.:are viewed, there are many even who. regard them
rather as amiable weaknesses, as mere venial faults, than as
vices, the more dangerous because #reacherously pernieious.
The immediate effect of these vices is soothing ; they fly from.
pain, and care, and danger; they shut their eyes to the future,
and thus all enlarged views, all high and distant excitements,
all moral judgements extending to a comparison of the remotest,
as well as the immediate, effects of actions, are lost. There
is an.additional evil. to the admirers and imitators of those
qualities of the over-rich, which does not apply to the rich
themselves. 1f the rich are sensual and improvident, they
have the means of being so: if they are selfish, it is overlooked
and even excused in them, and their claims to superior regard
are mostly allowed, notwithstanding: if they are pusillani-.
mous, they are under nio necessity of bearing more than the

-even over-grown wealth 7 This is to be attribute
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ordiriary unavoidableills of life. Not so in all these respects
with their imitators: heir selfishness is every-where repulsed
and humbled by the equal claims of those around them; thesr
sensuality and- extravagance waste health and property, the
means of existence perhaps of therselves and others; and
their pusillanimity has to dread privations and losses,—besides
those of physical nature and of ill-regulated passions—from
which the excessively rich are for the most. part exempt.
Besides the imitation of these injurious qualities practised
by the rich themselves, it is a curious infelicity attending the
existence of excessive wealth, that it generates other. vices- in
the rest of .the community, not dependent on imitation," and
of which the example is not necessarily set by the rich them-
selves.  An over-anzious pursuit of wealth,—as the one thing
needful, to obtain not only physical pleasures, its more appro~
priate object, but as the means of power and reputation, to
tl}e exclusion of all other means, such as those of genius or
virtue, constituting personal merit,—is eagerly instituted byall,
and becomes the moving.spring of society. = Get wealth, if
possible, honestly; but at all-events get wealth,” becomes
an established maxim, A pernicious preference of wealthas
the only substantial good, ‘in preféerence to-those sources of

" happiness which - are independent of wealth, becomes a-cha-

racteristic feature of society ;- and those other qualities, moral
and intellectual, cheap andy abundant multipliers of happiness,
which do not immediately tend to the increase of :wealth, are
not only undervalued - and neglected, but ‘sometimes - treated
with affected scorn, as appendages of poverty, or at all events
unfashionable intruders.  Will it be said that moral and intel-
lectual qualities are zow beginning to walk: 6n an eguah't y with

‘to the in-
fluence of opinion, in spite of the influence of wealth,: and to
the gradual increase of the number of: possessors of moderate
portions of wealth, thus lessening the influence of the -exces-

“sively rich. The tendency of excessive wealth always remains

the same, however temporarily counteracted: by other causes.
Were there none of these excessive unequal masses of wealth,

. werethere double or ten times the absolute wealth insociety, but

divided into smaller masses, this evil of -the over-estimate and
over-anxious pursuit of wealth would not exist: because, when
in small masses, wealth is necessarily expended in wants and
conveniences, and nothing is left for influence; and what is
shared-by many, excites not undue admiration. Consequent
on the over-anxious pursuit of wealth, are the servilizy and cor-
ruption to which excessive wealth gives rise thoughout the
community in-which it exists. ‘Wealth becomes ‘the;only me-
. o

.




194 Moral Evils of forced Incquality of Wealth. [Crap. 11

dium of influence ; and for wealth every thing is sold. = Truth,
honor, ‘the affections, the person which should be the prize
of excited regard and: love, political rights of immense but
remote utility, nothing in life so sacred ds not to find its price
in.money. Hence. a universal rushing into every vice and
crime, ‘attended with the hope of impunity, that promises to
attract this universal good. . Where excessive wealth does not
exist, men have not the mieans to bribe their fellows to-the
mesnnesses, .or the cruelties, of iniquity: for so distasteful is
vice,. so much does it excite the re-action of* the injured, and
the opprobrium. and ill offices of society, that it will not be
practised without such an .equivalent as excessive want, un-
governed passions, or excessive wealth have to bestow ; and’
amongst these, the last is much more operative than the other
two; being very often their mostprolificparent. Corruption then
of the poor, and servile acquiescence in the pursaits, good or
bad, of the excessively rich, dre the necessary results of forced
inequality of wealth. To support existence, to satisfy imme=
diate want, -a.man will do what he would disdain to-'do were
his immediate wants gratified: on this_poverty, on this' want
therefore, excessive wealth operates with a“tremendous-effect;
reducing:all to slavish selfishness : forphysical wants.are the
most imperious of our nature,  and.until they find'an easy and
regular.mode of gratification, ’tis in vain to-expect’a feeling'or
sympathy for others, to look for benevolence: or any regard to
justice. As the mass of the community become eas in- their
circumstances, this .effect: is less: apparent, the’ influénce” of
excessive wealth, is reduced, and it is:forced to direct itself to
less revolting modes of control.. - But'these enormous masses
have a‘constant. tendency-to prevent or retard this ease of cir-
cumstances; and their influence is- not*thereby eradicated,
but directed to other objects and rendered on the whole less
perniciolis: it endeavours to accomplish by corruption, by the
equivalents of wealth, what in a less advanced state of society
would. be effected by the force of the servile hireling.

David; in modern times, could not, for a-small bribe, pro- -

cure the ‘murder of the husband of her whose beanty excited
his: désire, but would expend thousands:in ‘purchasing the
courtly acquiescence and utter blindness of the husband: and
thus through all. society would wealth operatein buying vice.
Souniversal, so.netorious, so-inevitable, is this effect of ex-

cessive wealth, that nothing is more.common .than’for'the
haughty corrupters themselves, to affect- or to feel contempt

for-the tools and :creatures. of their.own systems and’ tempta-

tions; and to justify the use of such means from :the absence

of epll those moral qualities which their very emplé)yinént' had
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eradi‘cated'; or rather which, under the existence of such a
state of things, could never-have been-excited. ‘ y

If sqc!g;pe_ the moral effects of excéssive wealth, if it not
only diminishes. the means of happiness of the rest  of the
community, if it not only does- not make the excessively rich

happier than the moderately. rich, but if it render them less’

happy by exciting in them peculiar vices; and if it di

those and other .v1gces thr_ougl'?the mass of ,society:; let llgu:::
Whet}}er its political and economical effects are .of that re-
deemmg..nature_to counterbalance or form a set-off agaihst
these evils,  Let us see whether there. is any thing in the ex-
istence of very large masses of wealth, which, has a peculiar
tendency to the reproduction or the accumulation of wealth,
or to. the support or well-being of those who produce it. Let

us- see whether -ts political effects tend to the formation of.

wise and equal laws, to the production of the greatest quanti

of national happiness; as. that happiness: is. derived 'r(llot?logg
from wealth, but from all other its ‘productive sotrgés.  So
very different are these from the experienced effects of ex.
::as:we wealth; that our next proposition . establishes the con-

SECTION 2. ;
: ¥ the economical evils of forced z‘;zegu_ality of Wealth.

((1)5, this class of evils, the most palpable, but the most misun- *
derstood, or most strangely misrepresented, is, that #e yearly
income of excessive wealih is consumed by unproductive laborers,

and is therefore so much an ’ 1 f the
na’iv{’,iml inimm v anmial loss of the praductions of the
. Why is orie species of labor called productive snd snoti
unproductive? - Because the one -spécli)es of laborer prggxtil::gz
@ visible and tangible article of the matter of wealth, in len
of and to replace that portion of wealth which he’ received by
way. of équivalent for his.labor; while the other produces no-
thing: visible or tangible, gives no article of wealth back in -
exchange. - Two men get: two shillings each for their day’s
labor: the one produces at the end of the day a tangible and
useful ba§ket, the source.of future economy and cdmfoff, and
which .will procure in exchan e any other equivalent objéct

of desire: the other produces for his two. shillings, bows and

grimates and obsequious answers. from time to time, whi

when the motions are over and the day.is past, ‘woulf’l, if pu;'

up ‘to auction, hardly find a purchaser, as there’ would be
02 o
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nothing but the remembrance of them ‘to give as an equiva-
lent: the two shillings, or their worth in meat, drink, or

‘clothing, have been in this latter case consumed without re-
‘turn, and society is so much the poorer; but in the case of

the maker of the basket, production has been going on at an

‘equal pace with consumption, and the wealth of soclety is not
‘by such consumption dirninished, but in general increased, as

something more is generally produced to be acc¢umulated un-
der the name of capital. In the same way, byievery thing
consumed by the rich themselves and by every one of their

" -dependants, of those amongst whom they divide their wealth,

‘without a tangible equivalent of the matter of wealth produced
by their labor during the consumption, the wealth of the so-
ciety is daily decreased to the whole amount of such consump-
tion. Suppose that one hundred pounds per day, or between

. thirty and forty thousand a year, are expended by one of the

excessively rich on the food, clothing, furniture, equipages,
&c. of the whole of his:family—I say that the whole of. this
-wealth is lost, without equivalent, to society. The imperti-
nence-of the lacqueys, the haughtiness of the masters, and
perchance their ‘extreme elegance of manner, and the sight
of the prancing horses and gay clothing, is the only equivalent
society receives. In the way of Wealtg, this consumption ab-
solutely yields no equivalent: it is as much lost as if it were
thrown into the sea,  What might, by another mode of distri-
bution, be the happy support at the expenditure of one hundred
pounds each per annum, of three hundred and sixty-five in-
dustrious families, reproducing within the year the same or a
still greater amount of wealth, is consumed without return by
one Tuxurious family of twenty or thirty persons. “What
then? do not the excessively rich feed the productive laborers?
could they, the productive laborers, live, and produce, and
consume, and enjoy, if there were none such? They could
indeed ; and it is they alone who feed and clothe and pamper
the rich,  Who ever heard that the excessively rich ever gave
his-wealth to the prodictive laborer, without exacting a re-
turn, an equivalent fully equal in value to the portion of wealth
‘he gave in exchange? Ifthe excessively rich give to the
productive laborer of corn, or hats, five shillings, for a bushel
of corn to the one, or five ‘shillings for a covering for the
head to the other; would nct the same producer of hats, or of
corn, be equally benefited if the excessively poor had made a
similar - exchange with him? Is the money, the medium of

. exchange or the representative of value, or the article of value

given itself in exchange, more valuable because it has come

. out of the hands of a rich man, or a rich man’s domestic, than

~
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if it had come out of the hands of the poor? - Is gold given in
exchange more heavy, or corn more nourishin ) becm{l%se the
have passed through the hands of idleness ? %n neither :casy
is the. seller obliged to the excessively poor, or to the exce :
slvle}y rich, for the exchange, any more than ythey are obli s(i
:ﬁe :ll-ﬁ ; ge;fgzzivx;?untagyt}(lexc.gange inlllplying,a preferencge of
1 ewved, on both sides, to the thing given.
then with the insulting, the pernicious absurdﬁy% :il;t t}ig"{
cl:sswely rich support the poor! They givenothing to the poor"“
they merely cachange with them, just as the poorbdo with each
other. . It is to themselves and their dependants that they g7u
what they have gotten in exchange from the indust:riousy lv%lhg
g};) on reproducing as they consume. But by themselves and
their dependants, to whom they do give, what is produced i
return for. their insatiable consumption? Nothing. In t]lln
way of wealth absolutely nothing. Hence, in an e%l)hon{ica?
pomnt of view, hence the very vice of the consumption of th
se;(z;a:sg:ly 1'11.;(}:]}.1, that 'ﬂllle};h do give away; and waste and conlf
a nothing, wit eir unproductive i " that,
which the labor of the productive Elasses brou;elfl? 1;:;;;5,}3;?: t’-
Were the whole or any portion of this given to productivg X
laborers, were it laid out judiciously in any really useful :
ployments, the wealth of society would be so far, and by s?zm}:
application, increased. . But every article of weslth cdns{zm ‘zi
whether of foqd, _clothes, furniture, &c., without the pi'odsc: »
tion of an equivalent, of an equal mass of wealth, is so much, |
in an economical point of view, lost to the "comn;un‘it ’Ti;
no matter to-say that the unproductive consumers en'yr; : ens
Joyment is not production : enjoyment is not the tan '%b‘ e inaz
terial of wealth. Do not the productive consumers, the indns-
trious, also enjoy ? ay, and much sweeter and healthier, not »
to say more useful, enjoyment than the idle? The consuing.
tion of the productive laborer never -decreases the wééith‘lgf

society, because he never consumes but.on the condition of

reproduction. Not so with the unproductive :

wealth c’on'sumed by him is so muchpdeducted ffo?;etr}?eatzrr;r:lf
stock. . *Tis not to the question to say that wealth is pr%ducéd
only to be consumed. ~True, but why may not those who
consume be busy and useful and reproduce while ihey are,con-
sum_m%'? {nstead of being idle and unproductive ? Th; ex-
c%ss;ve  rich consumes or gives away for nothing the materials
of wealth, of enjoyment, procured from the industrious classes
in exchange for his thirty or forty thousand a year. He gives
this annual mass of the products of industry away for noﬂ%in :
for nothing in the shape of wealth—yes : but for nothing in 11? v
other shape ? far from it: of what use would then be wé;lt}y;

“tohim?  What then is the equivalent he insists upon getting?



_much’ of niational wealth, -are they at the same time em%l‘%ed
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the excitement and’ the gratification of sickly fancied wants,
the pampering, to-the very extiniction, of every:appetite, the
lustre of glossy; often fanfastic apartmentsand furniture, the

- wear and tear of equipages, the obsequious attendance of ser-

vants. . In a'word, the onlyequivalent he gets:in the last re-
sort, ‘or ‘wants to'get, is enjoyment alone, These an('l ‘such
like sources of enjoyment, are the only' equivalents which the
excessively rich, the unproductive comsumers, get for their
wealth, ‘thatis to say, for the yearly expenditure of their in-
come.. Now -while the rich and their dependants are con-
suming ‘these products of human industry, are annihilating'so

in' reproducing any equivalent in the shape of wealth ? ile
the fruit-which one-hundred days’ labor bad béen employed: in
producing, is'in'a few minutes: consumed, while the charioteers
and the cattle, plump aid spirited, are. consuming the corn
and ‘wine, created by industry co-operating with nature, ‘what
equivalent, inthe way of wealth, is produced by the consumer
of ‘the. fruit, ‘the charioteer or the horses respectively ? . "Has
the charioteer at the end of the day any thing tangible to show
that hie has a value in exchange equal to the good things hehas
consumed, to enable him’ to perform his feats at the whip ?
‘What:land have the hunters been plowing to add to its capa<
city"of ‘producing useful crops, in an exact orsuperior ‘ratio

to the fruits and materials they have ‘consumed? Or, fwhat

magic power of labor and productiveness has: the devourer” of
the costly- fruit itself, in’ which"one ‘*hundred- days™labor “ate
concentrated, to reproduce after his meal’ an"equivalent of
other fruit ér other materials; equal in‘exchangéable value not

ouly to'the.fruit but to all the other objects of 'his daily con- .

sumption ? - ‘Reverse now the supposition : ‘suppose that“the
owner--of this méss of ‘excessive wealthidied, and that. instead
of leaving:the-mass in one hand to be expended,’;as usual, in
what dre: called luxuries, he leftit to-be employed in pro-
‘ductive labor; whit 'would be thé result? ' The society would

be 'éVelgr}y‘e‘alj;thirty to forty thousarid pounds the richer, At

the énd of each yeiir the'whole ‘income world remain in ex-
istence “just as'it was in'the beginning, or would be increased :
and:thiree hundred and ‘sixty-five families, ' consurning’ in"the
mean time ‘a hundred: & year “each, might be ‘made happy.
The antiual amourit ‘of, the révenue we shall ‘suppose- to- be
gathered in’as before. - Exchianges take place and the money
Is donverted. into aiticles of consimption ss'before; ‘butinto
different articles’ of consumption.,” No'‘more “fruits “of one
hundred days” labor, no more rare-and costly wines, no more

gorgeous,'tl‘appings, are ‘now demanded or taken in’exchange: -+

ut substantial feod, and clothing, and comforts for ‘the <
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dustrious, are procured in exchange for the income.. None
of these good things, none of these articlés of wealth, would
be .given. away without.a substantial equivalent. = The sleek
and beautiful race-horse offers his services and chances.of
glory and gambling ; but as these will not reproduce in corn
or other articles an exchangeable value equal to his consump=
tion, none of the store of -hay or corn are spared for his use.
The footman comes with his bows and his capacity of brush-
ing a coat or putting up -the step of a carriage ; but as these
qualities. will neither produce chairs nor hardware, his sérvices
are dispensed with as affording no tangible return.. Even he
who would wish to succeed to the sublime merit of eating in
five minutes the fruit 6f one hundred days, and in similar use-
ful occupations, is asked unceremoniously what prodiict-of his
labor, what article. of wealth he purposes to give in return for
this enormous consumption. He 'gives the ready answer of
the quack, the juggler in political economy; and says:that he
will give.bread to the poor laborers, who:produced the fruit,

.&ec.; by his .condescending to.eat and consume them. What

should we reply to the modesty .of ‘the offer of® such an equi-
valent?. If the horse .and the footman are required:to pro-
duce an equivalent, in the matter of wealth, for what they
consume, why should not a. similar demand be. made of this

Ainfinitely more expensive consumer ?: . Suppose that:an intel-
Jectual ape could speak, and. offéred his services to become in-

finitely more pat’g'iot’i(:' and useful in: the ‘employment of the
poor, by consuming ten:times.the quantity of expensive fruits

. .and winés inadagr, that the candidate for excessivewealth could -

consume; should we not.be 'bound in'fair reasoning to :give

ithe preference to the ape,’ as the greatest patriot and most.en-
11gh.tened'c.onsumer of thetwo, as keeping a greater number of
.the industrious busyin supplying him ?* Neither the ape nor the

idle human consumers of wealth, produce any thing while ey
areconsuming; and themore of such unproductive consumption -

is permitted to dogs, horses, apes or: men, the more:is the

national wealth-wasted.. If fruits without end are not bought:for
the monkey to consume, will that-annihilate the laborers, the

.tool§, the.manur_e,»- and the land, which were the means of pro-
«ducing these fruits ? or will that annihilate -the wealth which

must be in existence in:order .to: f1:»1‘ocu're‘ by exchange these
articles. for the-monkey’s use ? - If this value be not:given: in
exchange.for fruits.for the monkey’s, :or-the noble’s, use, will

-it therefore lie-idle and not be exchanged for other articles; to
‘be-more. wisely: employed ? = But,: the laborers in. the habit of

producing the particular fruits will be thrown out of .employ.
Be it so: they must probably direct their: future agricultural
labors to.products more generally in demand. .The direction
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of the expenditure.will be changed, and of course of the labor
for the products of which it affords a demand. Let it once be
known that the race of the apes will not require any future
supply of costly fruits, but that the value of what they used to
consume will be given only to productive laborers in exchange
for their industry ; and no more such costly fruits will be pro-
duced. But if the .same value is still expended, the same
quantity of labor called into exercise, though no fruits be de-

‘manded ; .what a.difference as to the mode of disposing of the

useful articles purchased, instead of the fruits! The con-
sumer (monkey, king, or bishop) devours the fruits without
return : .no trace remains of the ingenuity and labor employed
in their production. But the value of the fruits, given to the
productive laborer, is not so lost without return: from Aém.is de-
manded a full equivalent: by him is a full equivalent prodiced,
and society is enriched by the full amount of /s consumption,
‘reproduced and perpetuated, orincreased, by his labor. .
It is'clear then that the expenditure of excessive wealth,
indeed of all income .consumed by unproductive laborers, is
annually lost:to society; no return, in the shape of wealth,
being afforded by it. . So much sophistry has been employed
on.this head by the luxurious and the timid, seeking to es-
tablish-a fancied unreal merit for the possessors of excessive
wealth, and thence a sympathy in its support; that-numerous
objections to this simple. truth might be stated and exposed.
Real-utility is the only basis on which any particular distribu-
tion of wealth, . or .any other human institution, will hence-
forth depend. It is wise'therefore, rejecting all : fallacious
supports, to seize and rely on those which are.true and good.
These, .as far as the distribution of wealth is concerned, it is
our. object to point:6ut and -illustrate. Huppy were it a fre-
quent question amongst the rich, “In what way do I benefit
society, what equivalent do.I afford-it for theAexce.ss'of’ the
matter of wealth consumed by me, without reproduction, over
.and above what productive laborers consume? If I give no
return in the. way of reproduction, let me in-some other way
contribute to the public good.” < o
"Tis true that the supposition just made, that the owner of
a.mass of excessive wealth, of thirty or forty thousand a year,

should leave it to be distributed in productive labor instead of -

being devoted to ‘mere consumption, is: not.of very.probable

occurrence.. Tis true also.that the overseer could not-be

satisfied to receive the income and so distribute it, the distri-
bution. increasing and .the. capital accumulating by.the whole
amount of the income every year, without.an adequate remu-
neration in the way of salary to be enjoyed and therefore con-~

sumed. With such circumstances however, though the fiftieth
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part-of the income would:be sufficient. for the overseer, and
though he would be a productive laborer and therefore entitled
to.an appropriate reward, the supposition is no way con-
cerned ; its object being simply to demonstrate the fact, that
the consumption of excessive wealth is an annual waste and
loss, . while. the consumption of the industrious causes no loss
of the matter of wealth, A more natural supposition would
perhaps be, that the owner of the excessive wealth, wishing to
make 1t.useful, should simply order that it should cease to be
collected, and should be left in the hands of the industrious who
produced it. What would be .then the effect?. Additional
comfort and happiness to all the industrious,. and additional
production,. though. not by any means to the extent. in poing
gf accumulation with the first supposition, Each industrious
amily, finding fifty to one hundred pounds or more per annum
saved from its former outgoings, would experience a new stimu-
lus to exertion.  As sentient beings, they would be stimulated
to increased enjoyment, from their increased means of enjoy-

.ment; as industrious beings with habits of exertion -formed,
- they would increase their industry and consequent. accumula~

tion. While the whole of the excessive income, in_the hands
of one family, was consumed in fine and rare-articles of wealth
called luxuries, superadded to essential comforts, and therefore

_ -comparatively unproductive of hapfiness; in the latter case,

not more than one half or a third of the divided income would
be consumed, and: that in matters of substantial comfort,
while the remainder would be paid to productive laborers, who
would reproduce for what they.consume in adding. to the
houses, machinery, food, or some of the materials which con-
stitute individual and national wealth. The effect of this an-
nual accumulation of only half the income in increasing national
wealth would be immense.., As far as the additional “expendi-
ture of half the income _by-the industrious, operates in.the
way of increased consumption without increased reproduction,
such consumption by them would be loss of wealth to the
community, just.as the same consumption, though of different
articles, by the one rich family. e difference is simiply as
to the effect of this expenditure in creating happiness amongst
the.many families or in the one, and the_ different Zabifs that
may be formed by the different artificers producing the articles
respectively for these different species of, consumption. The -
great difference as-to accumulated wealth would be centred
n:the half or. two thirds of the income, . converted every, year,
to accumulation through productive labor, by the industrious,
(and thence leading to increased. population and multiplied
bappiness,) which by the excessively rich would be consumed,
without return, along with the rest of the.income.
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Tt is freely admitted that some portionsof excessivé incomes

‘may by possibility be spared from immediate consumption,

and-devoted, by the rieh; to accumulation; ‘through- the me-
dium of the employment of preductive :labor. ' Such occur-
rences -certainly are possible; but as certainly they very sel-
domvoceur.. - Asa class, the rich, particularly the very rich, are
proverbially spendthrifts. . They are even by the unreflecting,
by the many, -rather despised if they are not so. ‘What busi-
ness have they; it is asked; to savey to %oard? lét them leave
savings to the. poor and-the struggling: ’Tis a well known
fact that, encouraged by the too general prejudice that mis-
takes profusion and sensuality for generosity, and stimulated
by the excitements sarrounding’ them;'. the .sum . of -national

wealth-is rather - annually decreased than added to by them. -

Théy annually consuine what is annually produced for them,

and the tendency of the whole of ‘the very.rich, as a.body,.is, -

in-every country where they exist, rather tolessen'the national
wealth, “or ‘capital, “by ‘oveér-expenditure; by expending what
does not belong to the,: than, by abridging their expenditure
inarticles of: enjoysént, -to add to the capital for the employ-
ment of productive labor. - It is not by means of these, but iz

' spite of these, immense unproductive consumers, that the ma- -

terials of ‘national:wealth, that -a nationsl capital, has been
accumulated. - Tndustry:has sprung-up in: spite of their tyran-
fious exédctions ; Has by degrees’accumulated its little savings,
till at-length it bas so'increased as to-be able to-supply, from

its overplus of ‘accumulation, the defalcations’ caused by the

extravagance of the'unoccupied rich. < 'Were it not for.the

‘accession of wealth: by marriage,- by the operation 'of unjust
vestrictive laws on'the free exchange of wealth, by the provision
made for jouiiger members out of public plunder,very large -
-unoceupied consuters could not long exist, at least could not

perpetuate to their descendants their immense incomes. ©The
deduétion then” to-be made -from our gf-;neral proposition,
¢ that the éxperiditure of excessive wealthis an annual loss to

~‘society of the wholeof -the articles. consumed,” is very small;
‘and-is'much mere-than “counterbalanced by-its waste of} the
‘savings of the industious.: o T

- If then any man wishes to know whether he is a productive

‘laborer, of.a meré consumer, in-the. great. field -of national

wealth, let hir-simply ask-himself, *whether he produces any

thifg- of exchangeable value, during-thé day, the:month, the.
:year of his consuinption, to'the: ) t Teast t
has corisurned ? 7. If he have produced nothing.directly him- .

o the full. amotmt at least. of what he

self, “has ‘he’ by the making. of -teols, ‘machines, &c.; set. pro-
ductive laborers to work ?-or hds lie by any:centrivances, by
acting as carrier-or-agent between the ‘producers.and con-

.
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sumers, or by. any other-means, enabled them, by concentrating
their. attention, to:produce more-than they.wouldctherwise
have done? - If he have not been-directly or indirectly instri-
mental to the reproductionof -as much -or more than-he has
consumed of the tangible matter of wealth; he is not only use-

less but pernicious to society-—as far as the increase, nay the.

preservation, of the national weslth' is concerned. ~What
moral équivalents the excessively rich give tosocietyfor their
enormous consumption; ‘we-have- already :seen.

‘We have now. toshow," that < excessive wealth encourages
suck arts and trades, in the exchange of ‘its income previous to
consumption,: as are the most insecure and wunequal in their re-
muneration, and therefore the least tending to the: mational
welfare.” - - A: luxurious man has not the capacity of increasing
the size of his stomach,:or the dimensions of limbs andtrunk,
s0as'to elaborate a greater quantity-of food, or:to demand a
greater extent of .clothing; than the poor-or the moderately
rich. "What doeshethen 7+ Ashe cannot increase in-quantity,

- he will excel in‘quality: at all events'-he will ‘usé something

different. from other: people and - more: costly;: in -order to
distinguish: himself from- them in~some way requiring less la-
bor than moril or intellectual 'superiority. - In:those countries
. where:there are no:manufactures or commerce; where there is
no comfort in the way. of food, ‘no neatnless ofdress; amongst
the community; where not only the productive':laberers have
been: unable to accumulate: capital, -but where: there ‘are éven
‘no.middling : orders “with- capitals “(the produce: of: 1abor: to
facilitate: its future :progress); whére there is:no: intellectual

culture,:no knowléd%q no'public opinion; there; asin-all the -

East, and until lately in-the despotisms of Europe, ‘the-rich
expended in sumptuous. clothing, - in -the childish ornaments
of uncommonly glittering:gems; -and- such'optical- splendors

attached to: their’ persons, vast-portions of: their wealth.-But

in countries where capital and.comfort-have, in spite . of-.folly
and rapine undet the-name of: government; increased: amongst
. the community; where the middling'orders; under the'name

. of plebeians,. &c.;: -have ‘acquired: the ‘means : of purchasing

feathers and precious stones and: similar gewsgaws, to vie' wit

the exdessively rich-in:the. ornament of - théir persons; -there
the rage “for.'the ‘pomp of dress amongst: the excessively. rich-
becomes weakened. . -Why so? ~Because it'nolonger:serves
the: purpose. for: which - itiwas originally «used;-it:no . longer
distinguishes the wearer ; it no longer:points-him;jout to :the

gaze of thé yulgar.as:an ehvied:mortal, -clad; and beautified
with- clothing, beyond other’ men. ~*Tis:curious to;: see the"
mean and brutal: contrivances'to: which;; by the aid of legisla-.

tiOn,land under thecloak of morality, the rich-havehad iecourse,

T,
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when: they found themselves.in danger of being outvied in .
finery of-dress by the productive. classes, by the industrious. .

They have been.constantly in the habit of inflicting sumptuaiy
punishments, through the instrumentality of what have been
called sumptuary laws, on all those not belonging to them-
selves, or, to use a conventional phrase, not of their rank, or
caste; who should imitate the.finery of their dress; thus forci~
bly monopolizing - to: themselves the distinctions of apparel.

here such efforts have not been made, where no law has
prohibited . the competition; the rich (as in these countries)
have fairly given up the competition of the distinctions of dress,
and have resorted to other means of showing their superiority
of wealth. . Numerous horses and chariots, costly equipages,

" rich liveries, and constant ckenge of. exquisite. materials for

their. own -persons, become the means of distinction .to: the
rich. These cannot be so easily imitated: a mock coach and
borses cannot be made like a mock diamond, nor can ordinary
or rational “men overtake the velocities of fashionable changes
of attire. . In. the article of food also, ’tis what is costly and
exquisite, but at all events what is uncommon; what serves to
distinguish, and, in-their opinion, to raise, them above the
rest of the community, that they use. Their furniture. also,

every thing -about them, is liable, from the same:principle, .
the desire of making their wealth the means of distinction, to..
the changes of faste or caprice; for if Grecian models were -

universal, the excessively rich would spurn. them. - Variety,
even under the guidance of caprice, must be their idol : for, what
is the main object of their lives but. to excite, .to keep up, by
artificial means, those emotions for which the satiety of exces-
sive wealth has precluded the usual excitements? - The changes
and the variety of external things are amongst the most effec-

tual means, in their power, of accomplishing this object, .. In -

all their pleasures, then, variety, novelty, rarity, willbe a:main

ingredient. . What effect will this state of things produce on-

the species and character of the artisans with whoin the rich
exchanﬁe a-portion of their iricome previous to consumption?

Tt will not call into being any productive laborers who would
not otherwise have existed; it will create nothing.  'What will
it do-then? . It will simply.give a new dérection to the labor of
a given number of the' rod

every day use, to the production of those which are costly, rare,
and liable to thie changes of fashion. Were there none, or.but
little, of excessivewealth, there would be nodemand for whathad
not realutility or permanent beauty according tothe best notions

prevalent at the time: mere noveltyand caprice could not be in- .
dulged inatthe expense of realcomforts. But whereall realwants .

uctive.classes; it will divert them .
from -the .production. of ordinary and. substantial things for.
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and comfortsare supplied to saturation, without personal exer-
tion, unreal wants must be excited, or there will'be no mode of
employing the superfluity of wealth : it would otherwise lie idle,
or be given to productive laborers in exchange for useful works
for the public good. Very seldom is' the latter alternative of
getting vid of surperflucus wealth resorted to, and still more
seldom the former. It is employed then in'what are called
elegancies, luxuries, partaking more or less of caprice. - ‘The
ordinary wants and comforts of society remain- through ages

‘nearly the same: the food and clothing and form and mode of

constructing dwellings change but ﬁowly ;- they depend on
physical ¢ircumstances of climate, natural productions, degree
of 1ntercourse with foreign nations;- all modified by the know-
ledge of the age. All these circumstances change but very
slowly. Thenature and form of the productions to which they
give rise, partake of course of their steadiness of character.
Wants remaining the same, it takes a generation to chsnge
the fashion of an article; and during this slow:revolution of

- demand, the productive laborers have time to accommodate

themselves to the change,- In most cases, the change being
but in the form, 'as substituting a more healthful or agreeable
species of food: or clothing for one less agreeable or less health-
ful, the same laborers, without any perceptible increase of effort

-or skill, produce the new article when demanded. “When the

demand, in consequence of theincreasing'wealth of the society,
is for newcomforts, for food, clothing, or furniture, unen-
joyed before, the old laborers are left to :pursue’ their usual
avocations, ‘and a new class of productive laboreérs are:called
into - existence to-supply the new'comforts, if: produced-at
home ; ‘or if produced abroad and imported from thence, an
additional number of laborers are employed in increasing the
quantity of the old articles, or in' producing new ones ‘suited
to the wants of the foreign producers to be sent'them in-ex-~
change. The quantity of ‘woollens worn, ‘or of malt liguors
consumed, has not decreased in these countries (or, if it have
decreased,  the.decrease is attributable to other causes) since
the. introduction of the - cotton manufacture at home, or the

-importation of tea and sugar from China and the West India

Islands; and these are as extensive,-as rapid, and as ‘uni-
versally operating changes in national demsnd and supply,-as
have .ever “occurred -over the whole face of any country.
‘Whenever, from-an increase ‘of knowledge, or'a change-of
habits, good or bad, a mation discontinuesthe use of:an article
of general consumption to:replace it by any othér article,. the

-change, the progress of knowledge or of riew habits, is-always
-s0 slow, “that the habits. and : skill of the industrious. change
"withit. There are therefore these two favorable circumstances
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sttending, the producers.of articles of substantial use and tmi-

versal consumption,: that, the:demand:is constant;.-is.almost in-
variable; and the. remuneration little liable to fluctnation, and,
under just-social regulations, would'be always equitable,  The
habits induced:by.such circumstances’.are regular. and moral:
the people’s:wants being regularly-and fairly. supplied by the
exertion-of industry, the temptations to vice are.-removed;
there are no.motives.tolying, stealing, and mutual annoyance,
in a well-supplied community ;. and’ therefore these vices are
of rare occurrence, and form exceptions to’ the general aspect’
of things, being called : forth -only by accidental and . extras
ordinary.. circumstances: . Every. one, having something; the
produce . of ‘his. laber; .to be:protected by the laws, will co~
og.erate in-maintaining their- salutary operation. - Crimes, or
offénces. against. the. laws; will :be. more unusual ‘even than
vices,.because they require still: stronger temptations; ormo-
tives,. to.commit. them. : The regularsty of the supply of the
people’s: wants: and: comforts,. will-ensure a correspondent rés
gularity in their; habits; and such régularity of ‘habit is‘much
more valuable than what:is; called natural -disposition,- which
can:infact mean: nothing more;than' an-excellent physical ‘or-
ganization easily operated uponhy social impulses, . "+

Such being the effect: on the morals-and-happiness of a ‘com-

munity engaged in.the production: of substantial and useful *

articles of: consumption. for. the ‘mass: of the -people and.for
those: possessing moderate: incomes ;. ‘what alteration will. be
induced: in these  circumstances by excessive inequality -of

wealth?’ by the.employment of a portion of -these laborers in .

the production of such.zare and: costly articles as the rich de-
mand: for: their ultimate consumption?. no zew laborers being
in this; case .called into. existence—but: being on the contrary
prevented. thereby from. coming into. existence—the change
consisting .entirely in: the substitution of oné set of articles
for another in the:new direction.givén to a portion of the pro-
ductive labor? N : : ¢

Articles of ‘l_uxury.;é.re 'r‘1ecess‘a.ril~y-rarev and costly.. Two '

circumstances necessarily attend such articles as their attributes

or accompaniments, - The supply. of the raw:material, thena~ -

tural production,” out of which: they- are formed; -or which,
sometimes,: -almost entirely constitutes their value, is irrégular
and uncertain, and the demand. is equally irregular and uncer~
tain, depending on.the caprice or variations-of fortune of the
veryrich.  Precious stones-and rare metals enter into the list
of these articles; and every:one knows how uncértain is théir
supply from . the.. exbaustion or the 'accidents- occurring - fo

mines, fisheries, &ec. - ‘Even when'there ismo caprice exercised

by the buyers, stillfrom the mere circumstance of increased price,
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lessening the number of those who have the means to buy at
the advanced rate, the demand must be frequently lessened:
If, without any caprice on the part of the buyers, the demand
is- frequently diminished from the deficiency of the supply;
what must it be when the caprice of luxury happens to co-
incide with  this diminished supply of the raw material, ‘and
thus almost Sas frequently happens) to annihilate the demand
for a particular article ? ~ Let it not be said, that these matters
are too costly for the exercise of caprice, that their very value
guaranties them from being lightly sought aftér or parted
with.  This argument, as applied to those whose pecuniary
means are ioderate, who cannot purchaseunreal wants, mere
superfluities, without the sacrificé of ‘comforts, is unanswera-
ble. - But as addressed tothe class of whom' we are speaking,
to-the excessively rich, it is-entirély itiapplicable. -~ On' some
sort of superfluities they must spend thier extra wealth, or let it
remain unconsumed: the main objéct aimed at by the posses-
sion or display of them is distinetion : this object can be equially
attained: by the possession of anyset of them ; and the ‘change
is'recommended -by: the: charm: of variety. ~ ‘Where' therefore
there is no substantial reason of preferénce, and whiere many
articles altogether differing in theit natiire, as' pearls, - riibiés;
and.laces, will-equally accomplish:tlie object, lighter motives
not founded in utility, must- guide the choice. Now the in-
fluence of these light motives; " not founded in utility, buton
some fanciful associations of the ‘momient, aré just what are
called caprice..-There exists then, in the very naturé of things,
a.constant source of caprice in’ the demand for all those extra
articles of luxury called for by excessive wealth, * If they were
necessary or conducive to any palpable comfort, nature; or
our-organization, would constantly indicate the articles'to be
procured, and the demand would beé, snd- for” such® drticlés
is, constant. But whete all wanits are already gratified, and
nothing - left éven: for the adaptations of ‘converietice, meré
chiance or caprice, that is to say, inappreciable motives; rust’
%-uid'e the choice. - The effect is that, oneyear; ‘the productive -
aborers whose industry prodiices what' are ¢alled Cashmeére -
shawls; -another yesr those who dive for péarls; another yesr
or' anether period those-who dig ot séarcg‘fo‘r diamords, are
called into active'industry ; and if the caprice’ causing the #e-

- tivity of the demand be intense, their reward is very liberal; for

these freaks of demand must bé supplied at ciice; or they are
apt to turn their-longirgs towards”other - aiid mors speedily

attaihable .fiivolities. T%(_é urgenéy of ‘the: caprice -enhances
the demand - for the’ peculiar species of labor, for the diticle, =

in request: -and this natiirally itidaces many to leave “othier
linés-of industry and engage iri the more liberally paid, new; -
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branch. At length, however, the sickly ardor of fashion re-
laxes, -the bauble, become old or familiar, ceases to please,
and the trade in the -superfluity so lately active, is now com-
paratively at a stand. Onthe fixed and moveable capital em-
ployed during the great demand, -there must be more or less
of loss in transferring it to other employment. Such trades
are a species of lottery, a gambling concern. High prices
attended the fever of the demand; the producers were well
paid, enjoyed much, probably foolishly, intemperately,- from
‘the irregularity of the supply, and from want of  previous ha-
bits of arranging expenditure to such liberal payment. = Sud-
den demand begat habits of imprudence and dissipation : sud-
den ceasing of the demand throws many into” absolute want,
or reduces the payment of the wages of all down to or below
the price of ordinary labor, or.produces at the same time both
these effects, each in a minor degree. - Privation of customary
enjoyment, misery to a less or'greater extent, are caused by
these changes: want always, on a number of persons, begets
vice.. If sudden over-payment begat excess and intemperance,
sudden lowering of wages engenders falsehood, theft, cruelty.
The .savings of high wages are not reserved for the wants of
a future reduction; but the remembrance of them. imbitters
actual. privation, and engenders a feeling of injustice. . The
inclination, the ability, to work remain as before ; but employ-
ment, without any fault of the laborers, is takén away from them.
How have they deserved this? To repair the injustice, .they
will prey on the produce of the industry of others. Unoccu~
-pied, with disposable - energies liable to any direction, they
yield to any impulse, to which, projects engendered by them-
selves or others of a political, fanatical, - or any other descrip-
tion, may give rise. = Idleness, voluntary or forced, of the rich
or of the poor, is the fruitful: parent of misery and vice.
:In a community where there is a-considerable portion of

wealth distributed in moderate shares, where a-middling order .

exists as well as'an order of excessive wealth, and where even
the poorest classes are possessed of many of the comforts as
well as the necessaries of life; it is not pretended that any very
large proportion of the productive laborers of the whole com-~
munity would be affected by the evils-here pointed out.- ‘To
- the whole of the community, dparticularly to the industrious
_producers, the main evil would be in the spectacle -and -the
example of misery, vice, and crime. If the society be; other-
wise extremely prosperous, the constant demand - created for
useful articles by the productive classes, maybe so great as to
absorb and supply some sort-of employment to the cast-off la-
borers-at the worn-out trades of the excessively rich. - Be it
always obsetved, that excessive wealth can claim none- of .the

7
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. merit of this remedy alleviating the evils which itself has pro-

duced. Itisnot by means of excessive wealth; but in spite of ex-
-cessive wealth, that these evils of its engendering are remedied.
In the wvery nature of excessive wealth, the evil is inherent’;
for if excessive wealth could throw aside its caprices, and ex-
pend in necessaries and real comforts all its income, it could
not longer be distinguished from moderate wealth, and would
cease to be an object of insatiable pursuit, - Were.the exces=
sively rich wise, they would cedse to be exeessively richy for
their own happiness and that of the community.” In those
countries whete the . community is poor; and there are hé
middling classes, as under despotic governments, the evilsare:

- of tremendous extent and without mitigations Where they

are mitigated, it is from the benefits of industry and productive
labor affording regular employments, and absorbing those iin=
employed laborers whom the caprice of wealth, at irregular
intervals, renders idle. Regular employment begets regular
habits.  So very small are.the means of saving of the pro-
ductive operative classes, that without a regularity and economy
of which the more fortunate can scarcely form an idea; it is
impossible that any savings can be made from' their small
earnings. Irr:gu,lar habits -are their greatest enemies; and .
therefore all trades which imply an irregularity of demsnd and
employment, - such as those which are peculiar to the exces-
sively rich, are inimical to the morals and happiness of the
productive classes, and thence of the rest of the community; *
There is moreover a periodical waste of fixed capital ems=
ployed in those trades.to which the caprice of fashion directs
that . capital. This, it is true, may in part be made up by
savings of the profits while.the trade is flourishing. = But sei-
dom is this the case: for, not to insist on the general law that
irregular gains, whether in the shage of profit or wages, ‘lead
to irregular and improvident expenditure; the capitalist can
form no sort of calculation:as to the period that the demand
may last, and of course all his measures are liable to the otiginal
vice of the peculiar line of supply in which he is engaged. ~Tis
all caprice and uncertainty. N A
1t is plain, then, that not only is ‘the ultimate consumption
of the yearly income of excessive wealth; an annual loss fo
the community of a portion of the products of labor, most of
which would be converted by a wiser distribution into’ ai
eternal accumulation of capital; but even that speciés of in-

.dustry which it peculiarly encourages, in- its exchanges pré=-

ious.to consumption,. is of all spedies of trade and abor the

least conducive to the public good. = - . b

- Let us now pass on to the last of thie evils, the political, said
- 3
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. to arise'from that distribution-of the products of Jabor, which

" leads to exceéssive wealth in -the handsvof a few. :Let uscon-
“sidér its political effécts, its effects on: the: administration” of
“the laws, on:legislation, - on all cur social institutions.

g

SECTION 8.

) 'Of the political evils of forced ineg‘ualz'i_‘y‘(j” wealth.
“UNDER this head we shall point out but-the- following ‘over~
whelming evil. : : S

Eaxcessive wealth necessarily leads to- the usurpation of the
pawers of legislation, as well as of the executive- and judicial
authority, by those unqualified by education fo exercise them
aright, and with interesis hostile to the general or national in-
terest. o . : :

The object to be aimed at-in legislation, to which every
political as well -as’ economical regulation should tend,; is; -to

_ promote the gredtest happiness-of the community, -1,e."of
“the greatest number of the community. Now is there not-one
“essential requisite to be possessed by any-persons undertaking

to  make - regulations having this "ebject -in_view ? ~without
which neither knowledge mnor activity is of any ‘avail, but
rather ‘become -the means of mischief? Is it not an essential
réquisitenthat the makers - of -the.se r'eg‘ulatiqns should }mve‘ a
* sympathy, o fellow-feeling, an identity of interest, with the
‘comunity; that is to say, with the greater number -of the
cominunity; for which the regulations are formed? Or, ifit

" be impossible that they should have this identity of interest; or

st ‘all’everits' this-lively sympathy, is it not necessary that they
should be-undér the real and bona-fide control of those whose
intevésts they represent, of the prodiice of whose labor; and of
- all of whose® rights,” they exercise-the disposal? . Or-rather,
in order toraccomiplish - this undertaking—supposing- always
the undertakers to be possessed of such:appropriate ﬂknowled}g]'e
as the age allows—is it not necessary for the -security of the
commtmity that this double: guarantee’ should be.imposed?
that sympathy and accountability should both: of them -be fe-
“quired from those intrusted with the solemn charge of making

laws and-exercising the judicial and-executive powers? = .
1¢ this be so, if'thése Be plain political truths, how shall-we

‘find ‘them‘to’ apply to-the- éxcessively rich? " -Have they a '

sympathy,: a fellow-feeling, an-identity or, évenin any cbvious
respect, a commumity of interést'with the - comimunity, ‘with
e gredter muniber of “the, .community - First;as :to: their

-or-can:influence: the excessively. rich-as.a body.

- mulations. produced. by-successful industry and voluntary ex-
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wealth,. (in as far. always as not-obtained. by free labor or.vo-
Juntary exchange, or not. requiring active industry for, its pre-
servation,) it.stands in direct contrast to the poverty of ‘the
greater number . of the community, even ito, the .moderate
means of the active members :of society: possessing . capital.
Their wealth,  acquired for the most part by original spoliation
-and perpetuated by injurious, laws, not acquired by industry,
by. free competition ‘and. voluntary exchanges,. is a constant
source of. pride to. them, and. of envy to. those who, do: not
possess'it. . Their wealth, their annual consumption, is a-de-
falcation from the wealth,. from the means of enjoyment, of the
rest:of the. community : they stand in direct opposition to ‘each
other:: they cannot both be enjoyed at the same time by each,
‘The whole rental of a country is five millions or fifty millions

. or five hundred millions a. vear,, it matters not W}_xieh. _This
~income, these disposable: rents; . or values,- the-produce of

labor, .are’ divided, ; under: the system. of excessive wealth;
amongst fifty or. five hundred or five thousand . individuals .in
€notmous shares of one hundred: thousand pounds per-annum
each ;. while under the -system of free exchanges.they are: di-

‘vided amongst five. thousand;: fifty. thousand.or-five hundred

thousand individuals of, .one-thousand pounds.a.year each..or
amongst. double that; number of five hundred pounds:a, year
each, “or ten times-that number of one hundred, a ;year each.
We have already decided, the question;; as_to. which:
distribution gives the most happiness: the guestion no ow
it affects the sympathies and the notions, well or i

of the interests.of the parties. - No high-sounding moral max-
ims or-comprehensive political views of. expediency; i e

viduals.of ‘them mdy. rise above the impulses. of thei
bt te those few;: with-the. rest.of the: herces: and.p
-of society, we must confine: the influence of :moti
mate self as-impartial individuals weuld estimate: Fhe:
cessively rich, as a class, like all other classes in every com- -
munity, must obey the influence of the pecidiar eircumstances
in, which they are placed, mustacquire the inclinations and the
characters, .good -or. bad,: springing out.of .the state of. things
surrounding them fromtheir birth, - Having always possessed
‘wealth without labor, they look upon'it as their right,“and
their family’s right, always_ to, possess it on the's ;

. Not only do:they look' down en the productive laborers of the

community as beings-below them, -but they- affe ‘marked
superiority over those who purchase wealth hy meafig"of aceu-

changes. . All history, and. the, state. of things:at presey
‘ . P2 i '
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every country of the globe, prove this invariable disposition
of excessive wealth appropriated to particular classes. The
right to happiness, and the demand for consideration on the
part of all the other members of the community, they look
upon to be quite subordinate: they mistake the great end of
human society to be, to maintain them in their immense pos-
séssions: whatever has not wealth, shares none of their sym-
pathy. «The poor and the struggling,” the rich say, ¢ have

* been accustomed to their situation and do not feel its apparent

hardships.” Although this is as true applied to a competency
as it is false as ap) lied to poverty; yet even if entirely true, it
wouild not alter the fact as to the want of sympathy between
the excessively rich and the other members of society. . To
uphold, to perpetuate, and to increase, their wealth and in-
fluience, their wealth, as the chief means of their distinction, is'
their ruling object, at the expense of whoever may be affected
by it. How is this to be accomplished? By labor, by in<

~ dustry ? - Those they despise. - By a shorter mode; by seizing

on-political power, and upholding & system of things, varying

with the circumstances of different countries, and calculated

to. keep down the rest of the community, they endeavour to per-
petuate their own superiority of wealth from the participation
of that-unceasing envy with which they are surrounded.”
. Jn point of wealth ge.n, instead of having a sympathy with
the rest of the'community, the tendencies of the class of the
_exeessively tich are of a quite opposite character. Pride;
disgust at ‘wretchedness, apprehension of loss, rather generate
antipathy to the laboring and industrious classes of the com-
fiitmity, than any sympathy or community of interest with
them.” * An -enlightened despot,” we are eternally :told;
«would govern like a god, -because it is his real interest to do
'so*.”. Very true; perhaps : but is it of the nature of despotic in-
stitutions to produce these enlighténed and benevolent men, or
divectly the reverse? A enfigh’tened possessor of excessivé
* No allegations are more devoid of practical utility than predicting what
would happen if an acknowledged impossibility were first accomplished.
«1If.a hyna were deprived of his ferocity, he would be as useful as a sheep
or, house dog” Yes, as soom as mature changes, and a hyzna can be made
any thing else but ahyana, Butif the hysena had one thousand subordinate
hyzenas under him and co-operating with him, the docility and gentleness
of the master hyeena would be of little use, unless all his co-adjutors
went through the same change of nature, or unless the master: beast was

gifted ‘with omniscience and _omnipresence, 50.as to-be able to do without
 theias ‘ of these subordinatess==Still however-weliave not done with
- our mew-modslléll and miraclé-tiade. hyzna. . A very small. part. of the
‘blessings 6f just (universally elective and representative) government,. will

‘e found comptised in the amelioration of the characters of the national
agents for mafiers.of govérnment, or even'ia the ntility of ‘the regulations.

v
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wealth'will regard. his wealth as an-accident, as. & means of
dxsgens1ng happiness, and will estimate the claims and the
fee,hngs' of the poorest as_his own. Be it.s0. - But'does the:
possession of excessive wealth, acquired and enjoyed without
effort, tend to generate these enlightened views, .to throw.the
mind open to the impulses of respect and love to those beneath
it? Till those tendencies of despotismi and of excessive wealth
are qlte'l_‘e_d—which from the nature of things, while  the
constitution of man and ohjects around him remain as they-
are, cannot be—till theyare altered, it is but a wanton insnlt.
to the poor and the oppressed to say that despotism andrexces-
sive wealth, ¢f'wise, would be good. No doubt; if wise, they would
be good ;' in .which. case they would cease to be despots or to
crave excessive wealth: but it is impossible: that they. should.
be wise. ' In point of wealth, there is evidently a contrariety-
of feeling and interest between the excessively-rich and the:
rest, of the community. How stands the case with respect: to
ghose ot_her features in the characters of “both, in which wealth-
is not directly concerned ?  Are the habits and the pursuits of
the excessively rich somuch in-accordance with the habits arid
pursuits of the rest of the’ community,. as to generate a sym-
pathy and regard for -each. other’s happiness in spite of " the
tendency of ale inequality of wealth? = No: but they tend fo:
aggravate tenfold this inequality. Mark the difference of the-
moral and intellectual qualities, of the habifs, of the manners,
tl}g_ whole chgractgr, of the rich and the poor,: of the ve‘ry.
rich and the industrious, of the productive and the immensely.
over-feq un rqductive classes. .-In all they are unlike m'eaéf;'
other; in_their virtues, in their vices, in: their pleasures, in-
their pains, in t_heir occupations, -in - their amysenients.- Da-
they ever associate to%e er? the very rich with the poor?
For what purpose should they associate ? The pursuits and the
conduct c:f tl'._tg ric!l man, if foﬁowed one day by the poof,- would:
involve him in ruin for life ; while to the rich it is but a day’s
they make, By far the greater portion of thés ssings will be fourid i
the salutary effects prodﬁced bypthe' exercise :fi;&lii?:ﬁ%sig‘gsl g; tﬁ]:gl:ﬂdl::
viduals of the community, on' #heir own characters, in that scquisition’ of
knowledge, activity, and enlarged sympathy with indefinite numbers of their
fellow=creatures, (those. of the same nation always, frequently those of-
other nations,) which the constant exercise of political rights has a neces.
sary tendency to produce. .- Of this host of benefits, we are only now. be-
ginning to have a perspective view—of the extent to which they may be
carried by wise institutions (universal representation and election being but
the A B C, the mere primer, of just government) few have thought at.

all; mach less formed any accurate notions. So sreat are they, that éven

Wiser Jaws without them——an impossibility —would | iness
4 W 16 sibility — produce less happiness
cgau less wise laws with them, or with other institutions as a Sllbstitll)lpta for
them—if to be found—and producing. similar effects, ' But these matters

cannot be enlurged on here.
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pastime:: The' niggardly parsimony which to the rich is-a"
matter- of contempt,’ is necessary for the poor man’s existerice:

gnd yet :the igenerosity that the ‘poor. praétise towards esch’”
‘congparison to- their megns, s -such g5 should make.

othiery 7
mobt rieh then “blush ; though; “the actual sty given being’
smiall; «the rich affect to despise it, and think they are more’
gerterous because they:give numerically moreé. H);w'can the
very rich éxchangé thoughts or feelings with the poor? - Were
allthe wisdom ‘anid benevolerice that poetry ever blended to-
gether stamped: on the character of the poor, what attractions-
could -they possess: for the rich, unaccompanied  with those’
manners, Taostly conventional; - with ‘which excessive wealth
associates ‘all claim to respect? The influence of manners
ambngst the excessively richi, is all-comimanding ;- and this in--
fluence miust necessarily: contitine: for hazardous, - energétic,’
and doubtful pursuits being outof their course of life, their
timeé being unoccupied, 'and demanding light amusements- ta
fill:itup, substance being banished from their occupations,
Jorm and manner must be substituted for:them. Such-is one-
of the main-principles, that have- given birth to-the manners,
forms, and ceremonies of the excessively rich Chinese, as well’
as ‘of British, however: differing in their detail. Some mum-
mery is necessary to fill'up time, and to form a substitute for
the: reality of émotion: ang these manners become-the criterion’
of fellowship: - oo d D
df diffetence. in intellectual, difference in moral, qualities;’
difference in-wianners, preclude association and ‘sympathy be
tween the very rich and the poor, how do tliese circumstances’
operate-between - the rich-and the middling orders; - the fode-*
rately ricli?2 -Fhe same circumstances operate, “but in an in-*
ferior degtee: . Friendly interéourse and association between’
the'active industrious classes “and ' the excessively rich; there-
is ‘nonie;

Then, with an imitation of the manners of the great and of

theit lavish expenditure, a‘ticket of admission is easily pro-¢

cured; deficiency of merit -or- intellect being no bar to the:
union.: "The active classes have not time to associate with:the
idle. " Theunoceupied rich are without understariding, with-
otif interest, in'thosé occupations of - the active which engross
their leading thoughts- and desires.. Occasional intercourse:
in-matters ol business, in the exchange of wealth, in which the;
class of the rich always affect the charactet of givers and:obH-+
sers, takes place between thefh: but the intercourse of friends,
thé intercourse of equals, never, or most rarely, occurs.”  The.
tone-of mind of the two. classes is quite ‘opposed to each other:i
the one serious and active, the other gay, or wearing the fice

1

. very rich and the  industrious eclasses,

initil by means, of whatever description,” the thriving:
amass ‘such’ weaith/as to be aditted- into'the superior class. .
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of gaiety, and. enjoying: the .one:accumulates, the other ex<
pends.and consumes. - Assimilarity of. pursuits, of character;
and.manners, is.requisite, at least to a certain extent, to beget
sympathy and mutual regard between different individuals and
different classes;: and as a marked: contrast: of pursuits; of
character, and manners, exists between the industrious and the
class of unoccupied rich, so is-it impossible that there should
be.much sympathy between. them.. The industrious. classes
have more knowlédge and better manners; than: the poor-or the:
working classes. ~But still, the unoccupied rich look on.the
industrious as at an immeasurable distance from them.. With
the mere poor, they will not risk the contamination. of their
breath :. with- the middling orders, they will: condescend to
speak; but-as to.inferiors—their tone, - their: manner, every
thing betrays their consciousness of the superiority. of wealth;
Amongst thousands of illustrations-—many. of which must be
familiar to-every one according to the aceidents.of his inters.
course with the world—of the want' of s}ympathy between:the
ew, are -more. obvious

and decisive than .the comparative estimate which is made by
the rich of debts: of honor, and debis of honesly, or tradesmen’s
debts. A debt-of honor, . what -a- rich: man. botrows. from
ancther- rich- man, to make good any engagement, no-matter
how. immoral, contracted on the turf-or in the gambling-house;
must be paid, or the character of the- class is lost.. . But.a debt
of morality and: honesty, - contracted: for usefiil articles. cons
sumed, and on the paymerit of which a decent family partly
depend for support; for which afull and. satisfactory equivalent
hasbeen given; may be paid.-at convenience, -and all-tricks-t6. -
eludé such- payments- are rather encouraged and. applauded
than repressed, - ‘The good and:the high_—mi‘nde'd, 10 be sure;
always prefer the: ¢claims of ‘justice, of redl: benevolence; to-
these- of honor ;- but the good and the ‘high-minded -are:the,
niinority in every class, the majority being the éreatures of the
palpable circuinstances surrounding. them. . Wheré ‘are then
to-be found 'the sympathies. -of- the-velg’..- ich?: of :those:who
have nothing -else-to.do but to find food for:pleasurable sens -
sations and emotions ?. Have they no-sympathies to exeréise?

e

. théy, to whose- tinoccupied time -such a hgwstock of ‘neyers

ending pentle pleasures must be, particularly valuabled:»On
whonm, then, are they expended ? -Thesympathies
rich are called forth-and expended. onthose-whom' th srd
as'their equils,-and on them: alond. .- It could. not, it Cannot
be.atherwise: - we are not blamiiig the rich for'these tendencies.

uation ; we'are merely investigating fadts, and traging

of th
them to-the circumstances by which:they are produced. *With
the excessively rich, the excessively-rich-sympathize :-all their.
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pursuits, their pleasures, their virtues, their vices, their man-
ners, theirpeculiar system of rules of honor, as substitutes for

_the diffusive. morality of utility; all these - produce amorigst

them, an esprit-de-corps, which makes them regard each other
‘as the most important: class, as those for whose. particular

_happiness society is, and ought to be, constituted. With each

other’s pleasures and pursuits they are interested. These con-
stitute the world to them. What sympathies the rich have,
(though their situation—while most in want of them—is at. the
same time most unfavorable to the evolution of ny sympathies; )
the rich confine to themselves. ' L
.Such being the inevitable tendency of excessive wealth, when
made the patrimony of any class, to narrow the range of hu-
man sympathy to-the. comparatively few of the same class or
situation in life, what is the consequence? how does' it affect
our argument? Is it -peculiar to the excessively rich, that
their hopes and fears are excited and engaged for what is in-
teresting to those in- similar circumstances with themselves ?
By no means. There is not a class or corporation in society
to which the same rule will not apply. The poor, the mid-
dling order, the higher order, the priests, the lawyers; all

' comrapt_sgmpathi_és with each other, to the exclusion, more
_or less, o

the rest of society ; and the measure of this exclu-
sion depends: on the. number of points of contact remaining
between them and the community at large. - Those who are
entirely independent of all others, have the fewest points of
contact with them. Ul . . :

It has been shown that the object of the distribution- of
wealth, of all wise legislation respecting it, ought to be to
produce the greatest happiness of the greatest number. -Who
sympathize ge most with the greatest number? The poor
certainly, the productive classes; for their own pursuits, mafi-
‘ners, and amusements, must touch them most. If therefore
the poor had knowledge, the best knowledge of their age, ‘as
to ﬂgq best, means of promoting. their own happiness,—to them,
as sympathizing with by far the greater number, ought;-the
formation of regulations for the general good to be intrusted.
To the class of excessively rich, as sympathizing with but a
very few, they ought last of all to be intrusted, - But there is
another quality besides an identity of interest, or mutual sym=
pathy, which'is necessary, which is indispensable, for the
formation of useful regulations’s it is knowledge, = Véry seldom
have the poor, the ‘great majority of the productive classes,
kriowledge: if a few of them havie hitherto acquired knowledge,
they have been almost universally raised - above their class, and
have ceased to be pogr. Seldom therefore, : from this radical

defect, can a poor man—in’ the. present -state of society——be ,
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+a fit person for the important task of legislation. If want of
knowledge precludes the poor; want of interest, of sympathy,
excludes the excessively rich. - Whom therefore ouggt society
to choose, whom woulg they. of mecessity choose, under a na-
tural arrangement? Those, possessing the requisite know-
ledge, that S{rmpathize most. largely with the community.

Poverty, equal to that of the majority, .as denoting an identity

of interest .and consequent sympathy, would be the greatest
recommendation, provided it were joined with adequate know-
ledge. Excessive wealth, as being the most opposed to identi-
ty of interest and sympathy with the mass of the community,
is'the most unfit to be intrusted with the making of national

“regulations, though ¢¢ possessed appropriate knowledge ;. be-

cause its interest, as a class, would misdirect its knowledge;
and the more knowing such men, the more skilful they would
be in shaping  and rounding systems of exclusive laws. ;. The
poor being necessarily excluded from want of knowledge,.the
excessively rich from‘want of sympathy, and misdirection of

- knowledge; - there remain those, whose situations give rise. to

a fellow-feeling of interest with the greater number, to an equal-
ity of knowled e with the foremost of the age in. which they
live, and to a direction of that knowledge for the benefit of the
greater nymber.  ‘These are not to be found, either amongét
the very poor-or the very rich of the community, but are.to
be selécted in- thé large intermediate space between the two ;
always bearing in mind, that want of wealth superior to what
the majority of the community enjoy, other things (qualifica~
tions ) being equal, is a recommendation, as securing an ex-
tended sympathy instead. of a disqualification. 'The. more
of this sympathy, the less need of counter checks®. . , - -

- The excessively rich, then, are the worst qualified to make
equal and just laws.for the happiness of the .community,. or- to-

* exercise the judicial or executive powers. - They-are the worst

qualified, ‘becguse -their pecupiary interest:is opposed to that

"+ of the rest of the community; becanse their pursuits, their
* characters, -their manners. are so opposed ; .because excessive

- ¥ Let it not be supposed. that any:thing like a persuasion exists, that -it.
would be useful that the rich more than’ the poor should.be ineligible; to
any office. ' Whomsoever the community wills;"to.them oght.the power
fo be delegated, The question here is simply, “ Whom, as being best qua-
lified, wi _1ﬁd it be most wise to: elect? - leost‘thé worst, freely elected,
would be ultimately more useful than almost the best without election. As
the\md.mduals here pointed out are the most fit, for legislative, judicial, and
executive offices, so would they be by rational men freely elected. The
rich ‘and the poor are equally liable to corruption ; the only difference 3s,
that the corruption of the Tich-is much ‘#hore costly than that of the poor.

“'The folly is, the trusting any thing to the honesty of either rich-or poor.
- Remove the: means of vice, if:you sincerely. wish men:to.be virtious,
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wealth begets excessive indolence, and annihilates the motives
to exertion; because a great majority of those amongst them

- that have knowledge, misdirect that knowledge-to the exclusive

benefit of the class towhich: they belong; because an. admi-
nistration conducted by them. is necessarily graduated.to the.
scale of their own wealth, and is.thus the most ezpensive that
the community can be brought to bear ; and because the wide-
spfl:eading influence of excessive wealth renders accountability
a farce. . : . ) .

: ‘But, things being so, what has been; what must ever be,
the.conduct of the excessively rich:inevery community where
an-arbitrary ine%ualitysof wealth ismaintained by-force, or by
unjust and therefore unwise laws?. The excessively rich, every
where, and from ‘their very-nature, seek to: possess themselves
of ‘those very important functions, for the useful exercise of
which they are the.most incompetent.. Whence arises this

phenomenon 2 Simply from. the:.education-of the very. richy.

and - the: circumstances surrounding them:through life.  The

unoccupied rich are without any active pursuit: an- objectin .

life is. wanting to.them.  The means of gratifying the senses,
the. imagination even, of sating all wants. and caprices, they
possess. . 'The pleasures of power are still to.be.attained. - And

who have appetites so keen for those peculiar pleasures which.
power.- can give, as. the excessively rich? From their very in~
fancy they have been habituated to-habits of command, to.de~ -

ference on-the part. of those-around them, to.the feeling of
their: own: superiority; ' Who'refuses them obedience; is-an
object -of their displeasure. The gratification of their desires;
of their velitions, . is so-habitual, so necessary- to. them, that
the want of grati_ﬁcation, the withholding of obedience, is: felt
as'a: hardship, a restraint, an intolerable evil.. Those ' who
resist,‘arelooked upon with a'sort: of moral aversion ; they-are
esteemed as doing what is wrong s -for, right; and. thegratifis.
cation ofthe desires of ‘the rich, -are in their eyes equivalent
terms.. It-is one of the strongest and: most unavoidable pro~

peunsities of those- who liaye been brought up in indulgence, to -

abhor restraint, to be uneasy under opposition, and therefore
to desire power:to: remove.these evils. of restraint and oppo-
sition.  THow shall they acquire this power? - First, by the
direct. influence of their wealth, and the hopes and fears it en=

genders ;. then, when these means are exhausted, or to make .

these-means more . effectual, they endeavour every where: to
seize on, to monopolize, the powers of government. - “Where
despotism does not ‘exist, they endeavour to get entirely-intd
their own hands,. or, in conjunction-.with the Tiead of the
state or other bodies; they seize, as large a portion.as they can
of the functions. of legislation. . Where- despotism does not
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exist; or is modified, they share amongst themselves all the-
subordinate departments - of ‘government; : they ‘monopolize-
either directly ‘or indirectly the commands of the armed force,
the'offices of judges, priests, and .all those executive- depart~
ments 'which give the most power, require the -least :trouble;
and render the largest ‘pecuniary return. Where despotism
exists, the-class-of the excessively rich make the best terms
they cani¢with:the- despot, to -share his power; whether as
partners, agents, or' mere -slaves, If- their ‘situation is-such
as to give them a confidence in theirstrength, they make terms
with- %he»“despot,’ ‘and. insist-on what they call their rights ; if
they are weak; they gladly' crawl to the despot, and affect to -
glory in their slavishness to him-for the sake of ‘the delegated:
power of making slaves to themselves of the rest of the.commu-~ -
nity:- Such" do the histories of all nations prove the tenden=
cies of excessive wealth to be. How-should it be otherwise?
For——and 'mark it well—if the majority of therich; the viilgar.
herd of them; do nécessarily desire, from a mere love of do--

- minhation, the possession of power, those amongstthem who:

are of more energetic temperament, who feel a-want of occu--
pation, -of incident, of action, have tio other mode left them:
of exertion,’ of ‘distinction, but -the struggle for political
power. - If the mob of the- rich seek it as a means of sickly:
domination, the>active seek'it as a theatre of ‘cccupation, to
bréak in' upon and rouse the: insnity of their existence. - In:,
fact; there is:no other theatré of exertion open-to such spitits,
no- other theatre affording sufficient stihulus to- their unoecu--
pied; their accumnlated excitability. . The-désire of bettering
their situation, . of® acquiring, by usefiil means, moré of the-

‘comiforts‘and: eonveniencies of life; is' the great:stimulus to ex-:

£rtion to'the mass of every community. ' To the influence of this-
all-inspiring ‘motive; they are inaceessible.. There remain, as:
high and energetic’ motives,’ thé*love-of reputation; of. glory
literary:or-otherwise, and the love of power.. - Which of these -
will be most likely:to allure the active amongst the rich, those
who' have broken from: thé bondage of the self-sufficient
lethargy “of their class? . That surez]’y«which will cost them-
theZeast. ¢ffort, which can, with similar quantum of effort, be,
with the most certainty, accomplished. ~ 'Who ‘sées not which:
of these; intellectual or moral glory on:the one hand, or powety
mére’ unadorned power onthe-other; the excessively rich:can:
the: most easily‘and certainly appropriate-to themselves?- To -
equip-and to incite them to the race of moral and intellectial:
%_llory, what' are- their advantages over the rest of ‘mankind 2"
Jabits of: gratification, of adulation, of indolence, producing-
mental - incapacity and moral deadness, distinguish the intel~
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lectual or cerebral part of their organization, to be operated
wpon. - The materials to operate with, the motives to exertion,,
do not exist for them. Wealth they have to excess; good
opinion of the living, envy, admiration, follow as a conse-
quence of their wealth, as the shadow follows the apparent
motion of the sun. The good opinion of those who are to be
born when they are nomore? And is such a motive, solight,
so distant, so_opposed to'all palpable sensual pleasures, to
operate on the ‘creatures of momentary excitement; so as to
make them run a race of labor and difficulty, on equal terms,

-with those on whom they have been accustomed to look down,

who are ardent for the pursuit, urged on by necessity, and
the desire of distinction yet unacquired? Torun. a race, in
which wealth gives them no advantages, in which the influence
of wealth unfolds no new truth, gives birth to no energy of
expression.? - Near them is a Eath of pursuit, that of power,
for which their education and habits make them eager, which
is within their grasp, which procures them more visible, pal-
pable, homage than any intellectual superiority, from which
those beneazﬁ them are excluded, and in which of course they
have almost no competitors, which require of them no extra-
ordinary effort, and in securing which wealth and its influence
are all-powerful. ~This then is the career, the career of power
in opposition to'the career of industry, of virtue, or of intel-
lectual superiority, to. which the situation of the rich impe~
riously summons them. . The necessity. of their condition
forces on them this. career in- preference to every other, as.
well to preserve what they have, by whatever means, acquired,
as to-fence, themselves round with new securities against. the
Jjealousies and intrusions of the mass of the community. Does.
not all history abound with the regulations these men have
made, the expedients they have devised, whether in sacerdotal,,
self-called republican, aristocratical, despotic, or mixed go-
vernments, to preserve eternally in the hands of the rich all
the high and lucvative posts of legislation and administration ?
to keep these riches and these powers always in their own
hands, and those of their descendants ?  to. turn mankind and
the control of the voluntary actions of their fellow-creatures,
into.an article of personal property ? ito exclude all voices but
their own from regulating the destiny of nations; and of every
individual’s domestic comforts ?° Have they not in fact every
where excluded the rest of mankind from any influence in the
management of their own affairs? Have not the class of the
rich almost every where outraged. truth and morality, and the
respect. which t%ey affect to pay to a Supreme Being, by
clothing themselves with lofty #tles and attributes, either im-
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possible for human attainment, or altogether inappropriate to-
their particular attainments and characters ? ve they not
made hereditary, and transferred to their unborn offspring;
this puerile vanity of misnaming, - this insult to truth, to the
equal capacities and what ouight to be equal rights of their
fellow-creatures, with the view of hedging them round with
prejudices; as if of ancther race from the mass of the commu-
nity? Have xiot their foolish pride and ignorance made, in
every country; the most of them sincerely to believe that their
blood, the stream of their life, had ‘somet ing noble in'it, some
physical quality, something superior to the rest of mankind;
thus aiming to turn nature into a pander to malévolence?
Have not expedients for perpetuating property, for keeping
it in large masses even to the exclusion of the majority of
their own family, been: almost every where adopted by this
class of men? -Under the name of rights or privileges, have
not these possessors of excessive wéalth usurped: advantages

. over all other classes, sometimes to the full extent of throwing

the burden of taxation, the whole cost of supporting the ad=
ministration which they alone were permitted to wield and o
enjoy, -on the productive classes ? always, to the extent of se-

curing to themselves some advantages, entirely independent .

of personal mérit, withheld from the rest of the community ?
Nobility, -priestcraft, and all similar institutions, are .but. in~
struments, varied according-to time and circumstances,.in
the hands of the excessively rich, to perpetuate their superior
power to command the means of happiness, and to repress the
equal and just competition of - the rest of - the community.’
‘Wealth, asthe means of happiness, is the greatobject of human'
competition. All minor distinctions, such as titles, legislative
usurpations, powers of influence by preaching, judging; &c.;
are merely instrumental and subsidiary, and if unaccompanied
or unfollowed by wealth, the physical means of happiness;

would become tiresome, and cease to be objécts of pernicious

desire. The radical defect in the constitution of societ , thas
which must necessarily engender every other evil, is the ex=
cessive inequality of wealth. Wherever . this radical evil -is
permitted to exist, no free institutions, no just laws can be
made; or, if made, can be long supported. . Without *it,  ti<
tles and aristocracy would be stripped of their false. clothing;
and would be so ridiculous that their owners even .would' be
ashamed to wear them., Without its influence, no man would
dare to assume the power of making laws to dispose, of the
produce of the labor, of the actions, and of the lives of rationsl

beings, without being authorized by them $o to do, and with-_

out being accountable to them for so tremendous an’ exercise
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of .power. Without its influence, no assembly: of selfzconsti-
“tuted legislators would ever have insulted mankind,. the-least
advanced beyond -barbarism ; still less' would: the: drivelling
absurdity, of hereditary law-understanding and law-making,
--have béen dreamed of, Were . it not for the solid advantage
"of ‘acquiring the physical means of enjoyment through the in-
strumentality of wealth, the exercise of powers would become
o the excessively rich so burthensome,. from the thought and
activity they require, that, after the novelty of the occupation
had worn off; they would universally fly from them. .. Even at
present, with all the inducements of perpetuating.or. préserv-
ing-a little longer those usurpations over . the-equal: rights.of
mankind—now: so apparent. to-all-eyes but those:of the.in-
terested—excessive - wealth delegates in most - instances, for
- scanty remuneration, to.the active classes, all:the labor. of
the offices it assumes,:and .exercises. itself the guidance alone.
‘Whatever view we take of human' affairs,: the forced and ex-
cessive inequality of wealth; meets us.as the nurse and the sup-
porter of human imbecility and degradatior ;. equally perni-
cious in its moral, economical,. and political effects. -
.. Ali this: excessive,: this injurious,: inequality of ‘wealth, has
arisen:from violating .in: a thousand: ways, according to.the
different circumstances of different communities, .by-force and
by fraud—fraud always supported by.force~=the natural laws
o{ distribution, fiee labor, entire use- of its products,:. and.vo-
luntary exchanges, proved in the first: chapter. . Had. these
laws. been adhered to,:this enormous inequality: with all the
evils.in-its train,.evils to.the excessively rich .as well as to
therest of the-community, could never. have:occurred  Till
all laws respecting wealth shall- be formed on these principles,
there: will always exist in’the .bosom . of society-a focus. of
disorganization; of vice; and wretchedness,” Till mere wealth
ceases to-be the prime object of pursuit, mankind will never
make- any- essential. progress in useful knowledge arnd benefi-
cence: - When the sanction of public. opinion shall be;. as it
- may - be, directed to the acquisition of knowledge.and bénefi-
cence, with the same intensity that it is now directed: to the pur-
suit of wealth, then these will constitute personal merit, and
will be,-as. they onght to be, the leading objects of human pur-
suit, ‘the:solid basis of human happiness, - .. B
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"CHAPTER IIL

OF THE COLLATERAL BENEFITS OF THE NATURAL LAWS OF DIS-
TRIBUTION, “FRET LABOR, ENTTRE USE OF ITS-PRObU‘c.’i‘S,
AND  VOLUNTARY EXCHANGES;”—THAT IS TO SAY,.OF
EQUALITY LIMITED BY SECURITY. S

Havive established the truth and utility of those simple rules
“respecting the distribution-of wealth, which are called the:na-~
tural laws of distribution, -and having shown the pernicious
effects.of a departure from them, it is time to redeem the pro-
mise made at the end ‘of our first chapter; to follow wherever
truth may lead in tracing the other consequences,. the collateral
effects, - of these laws of distribution on the regulationof hu-
-man affairs. Far from disguising the extent-and the import-
ance of these consequences, we are the first to avow them, be-
cause they all tend to good, to-the increase of wealth, of good
‘government,:: of virtue, .and consequently of happiness, in so-
meatg. - But the very consequences which appear here the most
useful, are perhaps those which the previous conventional
notions of’ mariy. may have led them hitherto, without exatni-
nation, to reprobate.. There is an effect, paramount to-all
others, the fruitful parent of 'good,:which will-diffusé itself
over the whole: of society, ‘to. be- expected -from following the
natural laws-of - distribution. . They exclude: force ;- and;- with
force,- they'exclude fraud. -Reason: is the only: successor:to
force; and she becomes by means- of persuasion,” and : éx-
‘pression through the public- opinion, the arbiter- of public
affairs, ‘as well as of the private -fransactions of life.” - On o
notionof ‘self:denying’ morality opposed to- interest, is this

" sacrifice of force to reason’ demanded; but it has been proved

“to be'requisite for the equal”security of all and. of every in-

“dividual, in‘order to effect the greatest production and-most
“useful distribution of wealth for the happiness of all. Let us

-pointout its eﬁ'gdts in & political, economical, and moral view.
‘And first as to-its political effects. -~ - :

*. - It will'be at once objected to the princip]és of equal secufitsy,

that" hey -are incompatible with- all the ordinary. institutions
of government ;- for,: if- free labor and voluntary exchariges are
to be without any exception upheld, how canthe: powers of

overnment be exercised, whici» in so many sways necessarily

- trtterfere with privéte security ?  This efféct is freely allowed;
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and relied on as one of the most important collateral benefits

 of these principles. With unjust government, i. e, with govern-

ment not baving the greatest happiness in view, ' these princi-
ples are incompatible : of all just tiovernment, they are the
unfailing support. It is through them alone, that are to be

reconciled the hitherto jarring claims of the administration of -

overnment, particularly taxation, and private security.” AIl
e blessings of security can never be attained until it is %ni-
wversally respected; until the empire of brute force is universally
abolished ; until labor and the products of labor are universally
secure to the producer; until no pretended exchanges are
made without full and satisfactory equivalents.  Neither by
one nor by many, by private, nor by public rebbers, in virtue
of a public deed called.a decree, a prerogative, or a law, or
without any such l}:retences, ought the acquisitions of labor
-and voluntary exchanges to be invaded; nor an atom of pro-
perty,. so justly acquired, touched, without the full consent
of: the producer or owner, on the receipt of an equivalent by
him deemed satisfactory. This we have already proved-at
length; nor can we conceive any departure from the rule ca-
pable of any sort of justification, or even-palliation and. least
of:all the propriety of making any such exceptions in favor
of rulers, by whom directly, or through whose instrumentality,
all those pernicious attacks on security have been made, which
have chained down communities-to wretchedness and vice:
Yes, it is by violating the security of the productive laborer
and of the mdustrious exchanger, that almnost all the miseries
of society have been produced. : The piivate plunderer, on
whom, because he violated the real or fancied security of the
rich, of these very rulers and their circle of friends, the most
odious . cruelties were unfeelingly exercised, has been compa-
ratively guiltless of violating his neighbour’s security, It is
to the wholesale violations of security by rulers, with or with-
out the ceremony of law, seizing, in whatever masses they
judged convenient, the products of. the annual labor or of the
accumulated labor of the community, and retaining and
consutning them without affording any satisfactory equivalent
to the producers or owners; it is to these, varied in a thousand
shapes, from. the ruthless and direct. seizure by the igmorant
and lawless Turk, to the wily and all-pervading taxation, and
to the endless -expedients of extorting money, every one of
them violating. security, under: the pretext of law, religion;
public force, &c.; of civilized. plunderers, that:the poverty,
the misery, and the vices of .communities are. chiefly owing,
‘Where private plunder abstracts from. industry its tens; .and
in that proportion ‘relaxes security. and .industry; publie
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plur.xd_er abstracts from the same indu_st:rjr its thousands, and
annihilates the very hope of exertion. Against private plunder,
mere district regulations would easily guard, a thousand times

more effectually than systems of rule, despotic, corrupt, or-

ignorant, have ever yet done: the interest of the industrious,
of the great majority, would lead: to the formation and would
ensure the execution of such regulations. . Against the attacks
of the private plunderer, there is a check both in the public
and private strength. Against the attacks on security of the
public plunderer, systematically organized and upheld by an
overwhelming force; there are no.means of defence, there are
no checks but the prudence or the fears of the rulers. Is it

then in favor of such enormous, such. every-day violators of -

secprity, that we are to surrender our: principles, while we
maintain them in full force.against the wretched,, the com-
paratively impotent and innoxigus private plunderer ? Ldﬁg
ago the reader was warned to look to the consequences of - our
principles : he was told they were of universal iﬁplicétion;

- and in no branch of their.application do they lay the basis.of

public happiness on so firm and beneficent a foundation as in
the present.. : ... - . e e N ey
o+ “Ifabstracting wealth, or levying money, by rulers, without
givinganequivalentdeemedsatisfactoryto every one from whom
the: value is taken, . be a violation of security, how can gbvern-
ments,” it will be urged, “be supported ?" must they ask the
consent of every-one from whom tﬁey levy a tax? :Elther.they
and the blessings of order must cease, ‘or the exercise of so.
curity in:this unlimited sense. must be given up, and with it
the-natural laws of distribution.”. . ., .- . )

.+ Fortunately for mankind, securi‘_tylis reconci.le‘able' Wib}i']ée\

gislation, taxation, and the most,perfect execution -of all .use-
ul laws. Nay, more, -without the-entire maintenance .of the
principle of security, without unreserved. respect for: the na-
tural laws of distribution,’ no- just: legislation, no juét inter=
ference. with human wealth or human actions, can take plééé;-

Respect for the. principle of security is the basis of all just -

government.. - .. . - - .
.- How is this to be accomplished? How is this. problem to
besolved?. . L o o

- Simply by means of the representative systemn. of goiqun;nir

The principle of security, producing the greatest possible de-
gree of equality and happiness, is absolutely incompatible with.
any other species of government. It is the touchstone of .all
just legislation. - Real bonasfide representation of every person
possessing or producing wealth, -of every adult.person capable-
of engaging in rational ‘volllntary transactions, and of course

~
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of being influenced b the laws ‘made. " This right of security
is no metaphysical’ right, founded on abstract principles, but
necessary to' evolve; atthe same time, the greatest production
and:the most useful distribution of wealth, the chief operative
means of human happiness. - ' Will it be said that even by means
of representation; we sacrifice the universality of our princi-
le?. that individual -assent to -every act.interfering with the
abor, ot its products, of any individual, would on our prin-
ciples: be ‘necessary to constitute- just government? and that
individual legislation—which is an impossibility in large com=
miunities—would be rendered necessary?. We reply, Even .
individual legislation and immediate seli-taxation Wou{d imply
& previous agreement of all zo-abide by the decision of the mas
Jjoritsy, in allthose cases where the desires of the majority and
minority are-incompatible. . Without this previous under:
standing, no mutual action, no system of co-operation could
ever . exist. - It ‘is a condition. necessary to all communjon.
Any one disapproving of this condition, .cannot belon, ¢ to the
society: and all-that such individual could claim would be, free
permission t6 withdraw from the-society and to connect. hims
self with any other; which permission would be .so.obvious
and useful an individual right," that every community: should
sanction. it. -The very act, then, of voting . in, concert, with,
othiers, necessarily implies - a: recognition of the principle.of
sdopting the dct/ef the majority for that of the whole. " New;
under the systemof - représentation the most extended, where

millions-or tens ‘of millions of men: .co-operate:together, no- -

thing more than this: admission is required to:male the.acts
of the representatives of a community the voluntary acts -of

ery. individual ‘in -it.. The- majority of. the united repre-
sentatives carry. with thern: the voices of the majority -of
their respective constituenits, and the acts: of this majorit
come - the- a¢ts.of all the individuals of the community:

I
those cases where the will and interest of -the minority are not
nicompatible
sued and- promoted, as well as-these:cf. the majority + *tis only
in those cases where they are incompatible, that .either,.and;
if cither, of couise the smallex, should be sacrificed. - If; then,
a majority of this great community, through their representas
tives, think properfor any’ purpose, -useful .or noty: tg-appro-
priate any pait of- the products -of, their. labors: though they
tiay act foolishly as well- a5 wisely in such’ approptiation, they:
esin mever be charged with violating by: it the.principle of ses

curity. This is the-only-secret for reconciling: security with.

legislation, with: the:complete and-voluntary execution of-all
laws, évén of thosée which interfore. with’ the produicts: of labot,.

ith:those of the -majority, they.ought to be pur< -
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instead of the continued execution of them through the terr&

‘ :g_ f}?ei:ffi uhnc:z;, sl}ﬁg;)srgeda?agl by violatiﬁg the security
~ot the community, 1s not the occasion to
. the blessings of re ive government,  Enouuh s
. LeSSINgS 01 representative government, Knou, 'shoy
that no other is reconci $x S principle 5 e thow
. ) of] oncileable with the principle of ity
" > TeC leadle witn the iple of sec
‘Aol.iell?regended right to govern without deleggtion ﬁorxlll-r ltt}{]e
_%hateng_ y ,assu‘r.ned by a single person or- by many, under
hat }é%rlggg;‘e,olf ?ﬁ,faé‘as.lt‘pl_-esumes to.interferewith ;he pro
- ducts.of lab the direction of labor, stands-in hostility to
- Security; to ‘the natural laws of the d’is‘trilou‘tit)rlx1 }:)%?tvgé;ltltf

. Representation and eléction, alone are. compatible with it. .~

‘We cannot-even conceive an )
. °.cannot-even conceive any other plan than f.
zzﬁiﬁngz (fibr ?bglafimg the evils of ingecui‘ity. tilfa;;)lf;’rsfﬁ‘g
oo g :1‘{18% 1, lt\W’PLlld then be necessary to compare its
g e il e ec}t]s with those of representation, and to .give
e P - u;;jyt(; ; per gx;:::yuiiele expedient, The "system of
- pe : - propert community, brought:
;i)g;, f:i:f?g};l"y co-operation, ';would. not obvia,g; ‘,tﬁeézgtiis?tl;fg;
'.séchiit)'r_-‘ fg;g 1,:n‘torder tqreconcﬂe public contributions with
.s"méll\,'ﬁ;)f o ; od" to say that 'the§e communities, necessarils
alatione ‘&i‘pee ing villages in size, must have internal»ré}-l
W ;}ithey xpll,xlst also have connexions, in the way .of ex-
"miistgb; 'as 2 gglllg;bourlngrcqmmunitie,s. or individuals, and
mmetbe. utﬁituc a‘11‘1tg=,1rested in all works:and institutions. of
mationial am)(r), ‘s},arllly,o_thgr portions. of the great national
:répfés'erfta};i imongst whoni they may live.  For these pu'rpt;ses
st ,_:n.;js,ll_r_ldls‘pensable., . Common objects must. be
acte o by & great community, either by its-own. ilhmediat'e
out’:in r gwefe ’Iznsiz‘i;lamel}tahty of others.” If by others, with-
viol:ite{l'?if'ii 0 that effect by the community, sécL;r'i‘t‘ is
Bty I consequence of powers-given by the commn
nity ;1 ovhai}fpr:gs‘entat‘lye? system.1s brought into effect. There
aneno half gvgzytgxpe(pems between,voluntary and involuntary -
vl 1 o ::o?git;é gtsmons. in the rationale of goizemmerff: ’
saine timca lover of perfost vehontay w3 yucther he be asthe,
e iimea love -periect voluntary equality or of individual
o e conions of propcty shoui b
by the individual free-will of the contiiiars s e 203]6%
S d LS C . JUS

. .Tepresentative sys N ) SO S,
-epresentative system, we do not conceive this second consent

to be necessary to.uphold the princi
incipl curity :
i s%lsl‘,,‘:-‘}ﬁsentatlvgs 'd"eqxfee. thepbohigbflgiiliwuthgto b"ei(f;;l}ll%g
S0 palpably useful ang ‘tge }z;mou;)_it, so small, the cintribntbr':
it their ease and the' public opinion. so. energetic i
ni t‘l:}:(s) high fﬂ-u.bhc duty, that defaulters woli]gl.'sg;:e:rlfyéip
l, -though the law. Wereémerely an invitation " o aﬂ
- Py A
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‘citizeris to contribute in certain proportions, instead of an

order to do.so. If the object of the contribution be' not
judged useful, or the amount be deemed excessive, by the

‘community, they can withdraw their representatives, or give
.them new instructions. But to urge so unnecessary an expe-

riment, - as this second individual assent, in the resent state
of men’s minds, brought up and distorted under the miserable

-systems of selfishness, would be Fremature. The natural way
-of ultimately effecting this, .wil
-the penalties for non-payment till- they

be by gradually- diminishing
y ﬁcome so light -that
the recommendation of the representative legislature, backed

by enlightened public opinion, will render all payments in
reality a second time voluntary.: - : o
- ¢ The first grand political benefit then, from which almost

all others emanate, of an entire obedience to the natu.rg,l
laws of distribution, is, that they render necessary the wmi-
versal establishment amongst all communities sufficiently.en-
lightened to perceive its utility and of - course to mamtain its
‘action, Representative Government. If many, wxgh confined
views, have thought that the benefits of representative govern-
ment were so great, that they could not be purchased too
dearly, even at the expense of security, how entirely will the
argument be cha'n%ed- and strengthened, when it is found- that
-security, instead of being opposed to representative govern-
.ment, is-not only its firmest sapport, but is .irreconcileable

_:with any other political institution ? that through representa-

itive government alone can the full measure of the blessings
of security be enjoyed ? L o
Let us proceed to another-political advantage of security. -
A community, respecting the natural laws of distribution, and
-enjoying all the individual happiness re:sultmgfr:om the greatest
\possible equality of wealth consistent with securitys - would be as
Little anxious to annoy-their neighbours by war; as they would be

“inclined to submit to the unjust seizure of their property, -the
. fruits of their labor,. by-cthers. Brought up in the exercise of

laborious industry, accustomed to respect the acquisitions and
the rights of ‘others -as they value theif own; aware of-the
.rhischiefs of brutal -force and' of the unfailing and bounteous
:results of labor gnided by intelligence; what motives should
lead such men to--rush -like a banditti on their unoffending
‘neighbours? They know well, that while plunder necessarily

lasts but for a day, industry is the only permanent resource of.

. community; and that their plundering expeditions must.ne-
cessarily be accompanied with a dereliction of their industri-
ous pursuits. - No standing armies would be maintained; nor
‘thought of, .by such & community; nor-would they be neces-
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sary. For external affairs, “let other communities manage"
their own concerns :” for the rest, reason and reciprocity are-
the only means of influence they wish for, For internal affairs,
what member of the community has not health and strength,
knows not the art of self-defence, feels not the blessings he
enjoys, calculates not ‘the rights by the maintenance of which
these blessings were created and are upheld? And what
member of such a’ community would not know his place, and
would not hasten to co-operate, nay would not throw himself
into the breach, -to repel the aggressions of violence? - Such:
a community, enjoying abundance, but at the expense of 1a~
bor, uncorrupted by forced inequality and idléness, ‘would be.
a mountain of brass against foreign plunderers, and would be.
t0o happy-at home to turn plunEerers themselves. What:is-
in fact the machinery by which standing armies are supported
and foreign wars perpetuated? Have they not been mere.
games of chess, at which the rulers and other owners of ex~-
cessive wealth, in want of a stimulus to the vapidness of their
existence, have been the players? compelling by every-species.
of violation of security, the wretched poor to rush to mutual
massacre, under-the preposterous name -of honor, to afford
those above them the exhilarating pleasuresof the incidents? So
true is this, that an objection has hence been taken to the yield--
ing of too much security and comfort to the bulk of .a com--
munity, - lest their warlike strength. should be lessened, lest’
they should lose-the taste for plungderin_ their neighbours, and-
should cease to supply recruits - for wholesale. robberies’ and
murders. '~ Every.one knows that these objections have-been
truly brought against wealthy luxurious communities. . In as-
far as forced inequality of wealth .genergted corruption and.
pusillanimity, these objections were good: good olﬁy against-
the distribution, not against the absolute quantity, of the ob--
jects of wealth in a community: for as long as the natural
laws of distribution are maintained, and wealth is acquired by
labor and voluntary exchanges alone, all force and frand re-
moved, itis impossible that too much wealth can exist in:siich

- a community. ‘Every increase of wealth is the reward of an,

increase of labor, or of intelligence, or of both combined.
‘Were sciences and arts and the productive powers of labor so
improved,- that every individual could live (if he thought his
time well employed in such exclusive productions) in a palace,.
surrounded with every really beautiful and useful convenience,.
clad in the finest and most agreeable tissues, supplied with:
an abundance of delicious- food -limited-only by its effects on
health  and - length of life; such.a stateof things, as long as,
the: natural laws of distribution were followed to preclude

,
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fbreed inequality,  and as long as every enjoyment was:the ve-
ward of exertion s—instead of being a matter for lamentation’
and despondency, would be a just source of exultation, and
productive of ‘none but the happiest effects. It would fortu-
tately indispose for attack,but it would render iivineible for de-
fence, invincible from interest,invincible from fortitnde acquired:
by labor and education, invincible from scientific knowledge. -
: Such being the beneficial effects of the principle of security,
--on'the frame of government, ori the public strength of a.com=’
‘munity, what would' be- its- influenee ‘onpenal law, and the
administrationof justice? 'The unrestrained tendency of the
distribution of wealth, being so much towards-equality, exces-
sive: wealth ‘and-exeessive, poverty being remeved, almost all
- the‘temptations; all the motives, which now urge to the com~
mission of crime, would be also removed. From the wretch-
edness of the pecr, want, envy, indignatien, :or from the idle~
néss and: pampeéred passiozs of the rich, almost all' crimes,,
proceed. Equality imited by security, -taking away the food:
of -these desires and passions both from the- rich ‘and poor,
theiir’effects would cease. The poor, or rather the leastirich,
being meither stimilated ‘by want, nor by:a desperate-hatred:
of “thé usurpations of- the ‘excessively rich, seeing all aequisi~
tions- open to: all and:the tesult of knowledge and. industry,
possessed themselves-of competence and -of- the: faculty, by’
ihdastry,.of procutinga cemifortable subsistence, would *feel
no‘temptations’ to violate:the honest and. laudable acquisitions

of others; and all the fraud and foree arising from this-souree,

and -exémplified- in various erimes, ‘would cesse; Excessiver
wealth being ‘banished, few of the. richér “members ‘of spch'
8’ Community would:live -in ‘total ' idleness.. Publie- opinion
would be so strong in faver of industry;  of exertion, of-occu=
pation: mental or bodily, that those few who from fortunaté
acqiisitions’ might "pass their time in iiere idleness; id-lagsi=
tude and want of emotion, would by shaie and:i e
driven into’ some- usefil ‘cecupation, in -experimental :art: or'
science, or in literature. The' great ‘mass of their fellow-
cieatures being more:respectable it comforts; knowledge,'and
moral habits, would ‘be miore -iespecteéd by them ; and thiis
froni lessened motive’ on'the' part of the rich to-abuse: their
superiority, and from a-stronger-front of opposition to that.
abuse from the altered:state ‘of the-poor, ‘bothi-upheld: by an'
energetic public ‘opinion,’ the crimes as well asthe viees iof
the richer classes would be comparatively banished.”: ‘What
would be the effect of this abatement of motives to crime ?- Not
only all sanguinary, all cruel punishinents, educating the peo-
ple-in hardness of heart, would be utterly banrishesi but the
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gentlest punishmenits would be sufficient to makehead agsinst
the remaining weakened motives to* crime,  and the ‘punish-
ment of shame would be -every day mioré operative, ‘and be-
come g larger ingredient in the  evil+of every other punish-
ment. This mild state of penal law would operaté againon
mariners, and reason and useful sympathies would ‘be con-
stantly fgaining new strength overthe savage ignarant inclifias
tions of violence.~If penal laws would ‘be more mild, they
would be also more certainly’and easily executed,’ and with=
out the exhibition of any: public force.—What now-prevenits
the due execution of thelaws? The pooter classes, theigreat
mﬁjbrit{ of every community, d6 mnot' see the utility of® the
laws: their own security is so frequently viclated by the-exac:
tiohs of these very laws themselves, and by the oppréssions,
direct and indirect, of the excessively rich; thé punishments
are necessarily so revolting;-the temptations (in which:they
syimpathize) ‘so great to violate the laws, that the general in«
clination is to thwart their ‘execution. Hence the necessity
for an expensive and more or less inquisitorial systém of
policé, ‘and for an armed force to put down discontent. But
undér the system of security, upheld by the natural laws of
distribution, every man would have something to ‘protect,
would be protected, and would feel a pérsonal interest ir the
execution of the laws.; The security of all being alike pro:
tected, the security of labor-as well as of its acquired products;
all would feel alarm at the irivasich of the rights éf #ny: In:
forination ‘would be’ given, culprits would %)e apprehended,
witriesses wotld ‘come forth, juries ‘and judges would unde-
viatingly pérforin’ their indispensable duties, and tmild puifish=
mentswould require but a guard of ceremony for theirexecition.
The' laws ‘would’ bé ‘éxecuted : “and - certainty of - execittioni

.would of itself almiost’ annihilate crime. For, gsthe evil “of

‘evel"g” ‘wise punishment must be greater than the good to be de-
rived, in ordinary éstimation, from the crime, the certainty
of such punishment would take away all motive to the crime,
and extraordinary cases of ungoverned ‘passions, ‘or miscalcu-
lation bordering on insanity, would be almecst ‘thé only: ones
left to punish. * The terfor of the punishmént to others-<and
eveni shame would then be- terrible—would be always. joined
witha process of reform towards the offender."Thus ‘would
the laws execute themselves, and'the public force, in thismost

important branch of ‘government, migh't‘be‘ almost dispensed

with, " and justice would no'longer be sarcastically reproached

with relying on violence and cruelty as the means of ultimate

benevolence. - - TR A R
~'The next politicai benefit that occurs as arising from: a stiict
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observance : of the natural laws- of distribution, is, that © all-
‘the expenses of all the machinery of government, would be re-:
duced. to their lowest point ; and all the wealth: thus saved every
Year from unproductive . consumption, would be expended in re=
warding the exertions and increasing the comjorts of the pro-

ducers, or would be devoted to ‘works, every where diffused, of

public utility -and emjoyment.” It is evident that if all -the
members of a community contributed, either themselves di-
rectly; or through their representatives, what they thought ne-
cessary for -the public purposes of government, they would:
give as little, and get as much In return, as possible.. - As.in
all. other transactions, they would get the best article, the ar-
ticle they wanted; on the lowest terms that the actual market
of ‘appropriate talents could afford. They would not give one
hundred pieces of gold. to any person for performing a parti-
cular act or .duty which another would perform equally well

for one. piecé of gold, or perhaps for the reputation of the’

performance, because the first- could make a more easy bow
and would throw that valuable article into the bargain.. Whe-
ther this cheapness would -lead things to be better. done, is
another question, of which we shall not lose sight: that mere

cheapness.would be the consequence of our principles, has -

been reproached to them, under the name of niggardliness;
and-a.thousand evils have been said to result from it—evils no

doubt to the losers of the over-payment.. The reason of the.-

present wasteful and overwhelming -expenses of government,
18:0bvious. - The persons who order directly or indirectly, and
levy-the contribnitions, are those who themselves consume, - or
oblige -others by sharing with them the consumption of them..
Thus a double error or vice is committed. Not only are they,
the produce of whose labor and industry is forcibly taken to
pay the contributions, - debarred from the right of settling the

amount, but the men who of all others should be the last per- -

-mitted to exercise-any such power, thé consumers or distri-
butors -of the:contributions, -are the regulators of it. . The
consequence, naturally, and as-long as human nature remains
constituted as atpresent, necessarily, is, that the largest possi~
ble sums which- the patience and privations of communities

will permit the prudenceof their rulers to sbstract from the -

yearly products- of their labor,-is -taken from them; and the
largest possible amount of these sums is expended, not only
unproductively as to any return-in the shape of wealth, not

. only without any other possible equivalent to the community,
M y p 3 -y

but in & manner tending as directly as possible to destroy all

0

- the useful virtues, and to ‘substitute the codcurrent vices, of _
excessive wealth and poverty; with political ‘degradation su-
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peradded. ~ The: chief use, to which' these enormous forced

contributions are mostly applied, is to maintain a large armed' -

force to-overawe the discontents to which they give' rise, as
well as to afford the occasional amusement of war to the rulers:
It:needs surely no proof, that if the contributors awarded their
own contributions, they would give as little and get as much
as possible, - And why should they not? . Is not cheapness
a universal blessing? cheapness of intellectual and physical
exertion, as well as of the articles of wealth, the quality of
the- article bought. being of course unchanged? The cheap
undertakers; having less influence and being more under con=
trol of the contributors, having no  other merit but the good-
ness of their work to recommend them, would be driven to
perform the work best. - As to abuse of trust, and peculation;.
remove the occasions, the facilities for them, simplify 1l duties,
make officers elective and responsible,- give publicity to.their
acts and proceedings; and strengthen in every way the effect as
to reward and punishment of public opinion; such abuses and

. peculation will be-reduced to.their Jowest term, they will

scarcely exist. Ewen foreign seduction, were wealth to corrupt.
supposed unlimited, would be powerless against such measures.
All officers being responsible and removable,. not only the
dread of punishment would deter them, but the -impossibility

of their.affecting, from the limitation:of their powers:and the
short duration of their authority, any thing permanently useful

to an-enemy, would indispose him from the folly of applying.

seduction where the seduced had nothing to give in.return. .

What act is there, for instance, in the power of the Anierican
United States president to commit—suppose he disregard piub-
lic disgrace and punishment—for which a public enemy could
feel an interest sufficiently strong to throw away his. wealth.
in"bribing him ?- Power to do il limited almost to. nothing,
responsibility real, not a-mockery, line of duty clear and sim-
ple, acts and counsels public at the call of the community or
their representatives, -public opinion irresistible, -term of au-
thOrity short, and -immediate power of reversal at the will of
the injured community; who under such circumstances would
be the fools-to give orto receive bribes? ?Tis where resporisi-
bility is.a mockery, where offices are for life with reversion to
fools or not-fools, and where facilities are permitted, nay are.
created, that.corruption reigns uncontroled. In minor offices,
similar expedients would - produce similar results: -seductive.
motives would be removed, tutelary motives-would be supplied:
neglect of duty would be followed:by loss of employment. ‘Se-
curity,. universally respected by the government itself, would
become <o sacred in public opinion, and public opinion would
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become 56 necessary'to happy existerice; that the dread ‘of its

© ecommunication would: be dlmost ialone sufficient to’maintain

integrity; ‘talenit, and- agtivity in-publicofficers’; and:thispub<

lic*opinion: would of -coursé be influeritial in’ forming the' chas
racters of the'officers theriselves as 'well -as the rest of the com-=

munity;: ‘What" is ‘the réal sectet:of the present -
over-payments to all publie servarits? "The ‘éxcessively rich,
vhether few or many, by whatevei name called, decree andlevy
contributiéns in contempt of thewishes of those whose skill ‘and
labor'pay them. - Even in England; where there is rifore accumu-
lated wealth'in the hands of éapitalists, though notore yeatly
constiiptionfor enfoymeént, then in-any other eqiially peopled
community; more thai'three-fouiths of the contributions sare

levied directly on artiéles eonsiméd by re-productive labor.' In_

all- countries, all contribuations are directly or indireetlylevied oi
productive labor. “There is o othier yesrly source of supply:
néither naturé nor wisdom' can give it without-labor.: . To in-
duke the rich or their connexions 'to' ‘activity, 'to exertion of
any sort; a stimulus proportionally strong ‘must " be- applied;
the magnitude of it'depending on the -average of the expens
diture and-acquired habits of these rich inen.- As:they could
niot be indti¢ed to work for thé-valiue of ‘the offices decording
to the raté ‘of payrnent foi-such services it privatelife, the pay-
ment miist be raised till' worth their aceeptance. - Nominatioh
being absolute'amongst-themiselves; all eompetition is'of ‘course
excluded, The result'is in general; that with-a part, “a vety
small part of the’ excessive payment,-they hire appropriate i
Ient toperform the real duty—wheré'there is any reil duty-to
be-performed;—and consume-uniproductively always, and al-
most’ alwiys perniciously, - the fuhds of ‘which - the- laborious
‘commutity is"thus’ p‘rluil,c{ered. - The pretence of less liability
to coritiption from’ over-payment, is'a widely and'mourifilly
ascertained falsehood: ~ In evéry cotntry, and fioin-the knowh
principles ‘of ‘human mnature,-the  best ‘articles are ‘obtained
.where the real - competition- value -and ‘no- mové isgiven: for
them: - Where-the'propér ‘mearis to'insure: integrity are neg-
lected, the -only-éffect of ‘éxcessive’ payment is'to Tendér ne-
tessary higher bribes or more of “the ‘mitter 6f ecrruption in
some” available- shape.” Deliberately to- pay ‘beyond " the real
market valueof aiiy article, physical-or intellectual, whether
on the part of the community or-6f-a' private individual; thight
be passed by a$ a spedies 6f insanity merely; '1f the deep cor-
ruption of the motives and the- deadly influrice.of the effects
on public happiness did 1ot call for an effectusl restraint;
‘But there is another manner in which security would operate
in reducing public salaries and payments of all sorts; to their

. basis and parent of ‘every o
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lowest:useful level:" "The  payment of. publie officérs i¢-every,

where regulated by thg private indomes enjayed by the ich!
classes of the ‘community: in -which they:sre -employed.: "1f
§teag inequality of wealth prevails, - and ‘private. fortunes are:
arge, public officers possessing power, will be rix;

on an'equality as'to wealth,’ to.be able:to-associate: with- those

whom in every other respect they Jook upon'to be: their infe-

Scr. 1.] Religious: dssatiations would beeome voliisaiy.

riors; and asthey are drawn' from thesei rich classes; their

friends will think it quite reasonable .that-they: should .be: pat.
oti ‘the same level as:to wealth with themselves. . “The pataral
laws of distribution, therefore, banishing excessive inequality.
from. .our community, and : substituting numerous moderate:
fortunies, would take away.the desz'r}é'of‘éxdes’sikre.'i)ayliielits.~
They would no longer be. necéssary in érder'to make: public:
officers equal to, t6 enable them to associate with; those deerhed
the'most respectable classes: *Thils the state of.the distribution
of wealth”in"every ‘community regulates the payment of.the:
public servants. ;| Great” inet%uzility of wealth 'is' thie necessary:

er usuirpation and mischief, ‘and.
of none morz -than of excessive, c’dg:;ruptive;"*and“exfféiustingf
pa%‘ments_ to public: officers. C T e
~ The next'and the last beneficial political effect, that we shall.
notice ‘as .iiecessarily attendant. 6n obédience to ‘the natural.
laws of distribution, s, “that all religious associations would
become woluntary.” ~ Who is bold enough to say; that'anj ‘es-
tablished system of religion in Europe,. that'is now:supported.
by aid -of the public force, . would - continue” {6 be “upheld
In Its present staté ‘of expenditure, ‘if that support were with-

drawn, and if “the volimtary consent of all,. the produce of -

whose ifidustry is now taken for its support; were rendéred-ne-
cessary for the payment? ~Were the. force: withdrawn -that.
supports them; it is plain they would fall-by' their.own sweight,
becauisethe real industrious contributors dendt Teceive equi-
valents by them deemed  satisfactory, whether in a ghostly or.
a moral shape, or in'physical decoration,’ music; or singing.’
If it be adinitted that many'of the present foréed contributors,
to, the luxuries of the haughty aid pampered preachers of hu-
mility and abstinénie;” would mot, 45" individuals, voluntarily
contribiute ; is it pretended that the majority of the real Fepre-
sentatives -of ' a commiunity would in! obedience to; .or'in acs

cordancé with, the wishes of the majority of their ‘constituents,

levy the support of ecclesiastical establishments from thé whéle
community? - In Mexico, where the influence of the: priest-:
hood,-‘_‘—alxyays‘in the direct ratio of ‘the ignorance of the peo=
ple,—is still tremendous, perZaps real representatives ‘might
s0 act. - Even by so‘doing, however, they would not:violate the

ious tosbe:”
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principle of security. :If the Mexicans think proper to give’

“half the yearly products of their earthly labor, to escape, by’

ceremonious expedients more or less" ingenious, the eternal’
tormenting of their benevolent maker, through the instru-
mentality of his accredited agents, the priests; it would be &
violation of security to prevent the Mexicans from so wise and-
pious an appropriation of their property. - How long such wis-
dom and piety are likely to last under a representative govern-
ment, is another question. Under such a system and: free dis-
cussion, their true interest is likely to be soon found out. But:
surely there exists not  another nation on the earth meekly
fanatical enough to pay, if left directly to their own discretion,:
orindirectlyto thatdiscretion through their representatives, the
sums-now levied on ther for the support of their priesthood,
Mahometan, Hindoo, or Irish under the two-headed monster,
a.double: establishment. - “'Whatwould be the result? - Those

* that ‘liked: the heavenly wates, the ghostly consolations, the

riests could give them, in exchange for the produce of their

abor, would make a voluntary exchange for such an equiva~ .

lent. Those who thought that wholesome and palatable
food, neat clothing, and commodious houses, were more sub=
stantial blessings than promises of futurity, than lands or
.crowns or contemplations above the clouds to -any extent,
would probably keep-the produce of their labor to themselves,
and let the priests or apostles make tents or baskets or follow
any other calling for their honest support, devoting their spare
time, if so disposed, to the edification, ghostly- or moral; of
their neighbours. Many would unite together and contribute:
tothe maintenance of whatever system of ceremonies, doctrines,
or morals, their fears 'or:their reason, or their mere early asso~
ciations, might recommend to them, paying some of their num--
ber forthe performance of the duties of their sect; or some of them
performing such duties by turns without payment. The priest-
hood would bekept humble and diligent; or would be superseded.
by lay discharge of their most simple and easy, real duties: com-
" petition and emulation would amend theirmorals, andkeep them
active to preserve or increase their adherents. Real morality,
" the love of being and making happys..founded on the distribu-

tion of wealth and the diffusion of knowledge, and su ported:’

by :motives of palpable, intelligible, interest, would ‘flourish,.
contaminated by n6 hypocrisy,  Even from the. bitterness and.
folly of theological dispute-and recrimination, truth would be:
elicited; and calm superior minds would be every where pro-.

duced : but as the theologians would have no nation’splunder:
to fight for to brighten. their zeal, - no brutal force at command-
to give weight to their arguments or to exact their plunder, their
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disputes would become as harmless, if not as innoéently in-

teresting, as the famed Arabian stories of the. thousand and
one nights. The genuine.morality of utility and physical
and historical truth, would ultimately work their way, and su-

:pet:sede the pretended morality of self-debasement, mortifi-
cation, and ceremonies, and unintelligible as unimportant

dogmas, and fictions of childhood. - The cowardly and de-

‘basing tyranny which superstition, conscious of its weakness,
every where exercises over the defenceless minds of infancy,

~—well knowiqg, and, strange to say, even admitting; that if it
did not force its dogmas by the associations of terror before

“reason, even the unbiassed reason of children would never re-
‘ ceive them; though God himself were their author and adyocate
: ;:-“{ould for_ever cease. ‘Whatever was paid for religio'us' asso-
ciations would be voluntarily paid, andno attack on security

would cramp the aspiring energies of industry, If.it be said

‘that no religion, neither the religion of Mahomet, of Confucius,

or of Jesus, . could support itself withoit attacks on security,

'b{: the forced abstraction -of wealth; to pay its priests ; it is re-
pli :

ed,;thgt no religion ought to exist on such terms; inasmuch
as no religion can confer advantages to be at all put in com=

‘parison with the blessings of security: without them, -the
purest religion, - the mil
‘would be but vain sounds; with them, whatever was lovely and

est, - the most sublime, morality,

true in ‘religion would become the unconstrained-belief and
practice of -every happy and enlightened mind. Moreover,

the unquestioned experience of mankind, has proved the utter

falsehood. of the. hypocritical -pretence that religion cannot
exist without robbery: for, in the contemplation of morality,

robbery consists in the abstraction of wealth without the con-
sent of the rational owner, whether the law, the church, or
the wretched private thief, be the putloiner. In the United
States of -America, in every dissenting communion in every
ﬁart of Europe, religion not only exists, but is infinitely more
‘holy, resting on the voluntary support of its communicants,

than where force ‘is employed, to ‘levy .its revenues; - The
Quakers are the only sect who have been as yet wise enough
to-be their own priests, and save the expense of. a separate
'Qrder,~_w11_o having no real duties, to: the occupation of a tenth’
of their time, ‘to perform, must invent imaginary ones. The
money thus saved by the Quakers, they devote to the decent
maintenance . or industrious establishment or aid of the less
foytunate‘ members of ‘their communion: and are Quakers,

without priests, the least moral, the least religious, the leas::
intelligent of all sects?  Are ‘they not the most so, though
without priesis ?- a5 were the early Christian communities. ' As

S




238 Political Bengfits of Nat. Laws of Distribution. [Ca.IIL

real knowledge is diffused amongst the members of all yther
~sects, and as they see liow very simple, short, and easy are
the really useful duties of their priests, they will imitate, ¢ zhis,
the: conduict of the Quakers ; and the change will-be as salutary
in its effects on their own intelligence and morality, as,on their
mental and economical independence.”” Not only has expe-
perience proved that religion can exist, without intérfering
with - the natural laws of distribution by violations of security ;
but it has increaséd and flourished, as during centuries in Ire-
~ land and in Greece, under, and in spite of, the forced abstrac-
‘tion of its 6wn resources from its own conimunicants, to enrich-a
‘rival ja);;}dhéﬁ¢d’pf§§stﬁqqd, or to feed the force that enchained

oes British policy support by forced contributions the
o priests, tﬁé'%ast_ or the Feliche system “of the Ne-
e West Indies ? and is there any one that fears that,

in, consequence of the mere not granting of that support, these
two systems, of religion will immediately cease? No: even
Wwith knopledge and power ‘against them, they hold their
ground :_and shall not that religion’ which ‘comes from God,
and is supported by God, with the aid of the most improved
human' talents, preserve itself without robbery, while every
vulgar superstition holds up its head 7 spite of Tobbery ?. Who
ever thought of instituting and paying by forced contributions
separate orders of men for preserving the knowledge of me-.
chanics, chemistry, or medicine ?, ‘Who ever thought of pay-
ing these biit by:the voluntar'y contributions of those who de-

rived benefit from them ?- "Who stupid enough to think’ that

our machines and utensils would be better made, that our
fractured limbs or our agues would be better taken care of, if
the machine-maker, or. the doctor were supported by forced
contribtions; and supply and attendance were to depend on
their sense of duty, instead of being regulated by our voluntary
payments? . Who stupid ‘enough not to. see that all improve-
ments in the arts of life; and medicine would cease under so

' monstrous an arrangément? “Who stupid enough not to see
- that all our knowledge ‘on these subjectswould go back and be
lost under s6 abominable an arrangement, were it possible by
any penalty of law to exclude all competition? ~And, wio
stupid enough to consider all the cheniical and mechanical arts
ife, and all the blessings of health, of less importance than
the reveries of plundering theologians? 'If priests, like doc-
tors, rihi_le.soghérs»f or bellows-makers, have any thing. fo-
g e membets of a rational community Wmﬂz exchan-
ging for the products of the labor of the industrious, they.will
receive, like all other men, under the reign of security, ‘a full

equivalent. ~They rust improve their wares in order to make

- sumption.

1 fous nothing .els¢
‘but that: pertion of the- produiets. of-labor which. is notimmes

-gods, whoisé representati
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their trade flourishing under such a system. ~Unfortunatel y

where priests have to do with ignorant communities, it would
seem the worse their wares the better their trade; first brutis
fying the minds.of infants, and then riding the beasts they haye
made. . But the sun of knowledge has atisen, with.*healing
under his wings.” - . .o L R
... Let us now notice a few of the most-striking beneficial
effects which . would result, in an economical point.of view, from
upholding equal security;- as dictated by the natural laws of

distribution,. «, .. o oo 0o L
s . Perhaps the, leading economical benefit is, that. production
would be. increpsed: and copital accumulated with a;rapidity and

to an.e. . hitherto .unknown. . . The influence of-sec ¥ in
ingreas ‘i.xpx‘c_zdm:. +the means of enjoyment,. and: in. in-
creasing happiness by the just distribution and inereased: con

by:the:whole productive community of thése gdded
means of enjoyment;- has beenalready shows. . It remains. to
showy;, that theincreasedsccumulations. of. such a community:

- would proceed in.'an-equal ratio with. their, increased: corisumip~
i i plain‘that 1f all-that was

“year-were "consimed: wi the: ye

-také place: /Capital is: nothing -my; is Dot

diately consumed. . For. ultimate  consuiwption; -or what is, in
this, case called,. @se, - are all. articlés whatsoever, ; that aré.not
immediately consumed, produced. : No: rationsl beings wor
produce but.with a view to consumption: or .enjoyment,. imme-
diate;. or‘permanent, or remote. . Ripe dit, is-consamed -]

day. it is produced :and matured, shoes. and- other articles.of
clothes are! consuined. within'a, few months after. their, product

ing 1_;Zeaxl', till industry directs-the slumberisig energies of niat
to. the production of .a: new sipplys : A 'spade; & pick-axe; -a
chair; aitable; d loom, sare consumed, -or;_ as we say in: ‘this
case; are.woim. out; in'd:few yearsy according to the use.and:
the care bestowed. .an them, A -house, if well builty. will.nof,
be consumed; or.oworn:out.in:fifty years : a good painting will
not be,consumed or.decayed in many eentuiries : public-builds
ings of a massive structure; ashridges;, senate-hous¢s, portieos;
temples; 1hay abide the consumption .or use of. thonsands:of,
years: while statues,’ the.fairest. works of ‘art, seem “to:-smile,
at-deeay;.and:have outlived: the. immertality-of; the imm

tion; the grain. of one harvest is iconsumed within gh

of :pleasing human qualities. .- Whatever is not;made. fot. use,
Is; made. in, ¥aitx: of this sort;. under the influence of déspotism.
and:insecnrity;- axe .theé: pyramids of : Egypt—vain: memerials
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of immense exertions! while the beantiful remains of the
architecture of ancient Greece, that have survived the bar-
barism and superstition of ages, seem to await the reinspiring
touch of freedom and security to become again the theatres,
for all the citizens, for-all the members of. the community, of -
patriotic and scientific exertions, where the love of knowledge
and of virtue will be associated with the magnificence of-the
surrounding scenes of nature and of art.  An apple then, con-
sumed in & minute, and a statue enduring for thousands of
years, are equally products of labor, and made solely for en-
joyment, by means of their use, Doubtless the more durable
any: article, the less comparative labor bestowed upon it,- and
to the greater number of men and succeeding generations 6f
. men it is the means of comfort, whether by means of shelteras
a building, by means of passage as a bridge,. or by simple ‘con~
templation and . association as a statue, the more useful it is:
If an apple could give the renewed pleasure and nourishment
of eating for fifty suceessive. days, it would be fifty times as
valuable or as useful, though its exckangeable value would de-
crease. -The beneficial: consequence would be; that-so much
human labor would: be set free for the production of other ob-
jects of desire. What then is capital? and howis it distinguished
from the other yearly, or-monthly, or daily, -preducts of la~
bor? - Sometimes the distinction arises.simply from the use
to which the products of.labor may be applied, the kands in®
- which they may be placed ; but more commonly from the per-
manence. of ‘the article produced. - All ‘buildings, - bridges,’
~ citles, inclosures,. laying out and reclaiming of lands,: ships,
machinery, pictures, statues, and other desired works of art,
though as much the products of labor as the apple, -are di-
stinguished as capital simply from their permanence, though
ini daily use and in the course of .a more or lessgradual con-
sumption. - Flour, milk, shoes, hats, meat, coats, gowns, laid
in by a famiily for current use, are not capital, but. materials
for consumption : while, in the hands of the flour-factor, dairy-
man, or milk-vender, shoemaker, hatter, butcher, tailor, and
. mantua-maker, they form respectively the stock or capitals of
their trades. -In the one case, the use was immediate con~
sumption, without any view to-any. further.exchange. -In the’
other' case -consumption by the: owner: is excluded, and ex-
change is the sole object, or-at all events is the sole .use, of the
possession. Sometimes that partial use, which does.not amount
to the wearing out-or scarcely injuring of the article, as the
- use of silver-ware, may render an article at the same time:an.
object of use, ‘or-consumption, .and capital .or stock,. or, -as.it
is ‘sometimes called, -capital-stock. ~'What then’ is the most.

N
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accurate idea of capital ?. Ttis “that portion of the.
of labor which, whether of a vpermanex?t nature or ﬁc?troi(;lvl:atf »
gable of being made the instrument of profit.” .. Such seem to.
¢ the real circumstances which mark out one portion of the
_ products.of labor. into capital. On such distinctions, how-
ever, have been founded the insecurity and oppressior; of the
productive laborer, the real parent, under .the guidance of
knowledge, _of all wealth, and the enormous usurpations over
the productive powers of their feliow-creatures, of those who,
under the name of capitalists or.landholders, acquired the’
possession. of these accumulated products, the yearly or.per-
manent supply of the community. . Hence the opposing claims
of .the capitalist and the laborer. The. capitalist. getting into
his. ljna'nds, under the rejgn. of insecurity and force, the con-
sumption of many laborers for the coming year, the tools or.
machinery necessary to make their labor productive, and. the.
dwellings in which they rust live, turned them to the best ac-
count,..and bought labor and its future products with: them.as
cheaply as possible. . The:greater the profit of capital, . or the
more the capitalist made the laborer. pay for the advance of
hls.food? the_use of .the implements - or . machinery, and the
occupation. of the dwelling; ‘the less of course remained.to'the
laborer for the acquisition of any other object of desire, . With.
this explanation it is a self-evident proposition, that the higher;.
the: profits of capital—other things. remaining the. sume—the.
lower must be the wages.of labor :. and: as capitalists averred
that manufactures and trade ‘(or exchange of -commodities)
could not be carried. on without: such profits as they desired,’
the. consequence was, that law every where lent its aid to the
cupidity of force and fraud—ignorant as to public effects,.
sharp-slfghted as to its own sinister interest—1{o keep down the.
wages of labor. 'The capitalist dazzled the world with his. pro=: -
fuse expenditure and masses of accumulation; while the prisi

~vations of the real producers were disr,egarded,' or unthought:

of... It became a part of the standing pol i
b ¢ ¢ g policy of the commercial.
fs_y,stern, 20 kecp down the wages of labor ; not t y fair ,competifiog, )
ree. -la.bor, and voluntary. exchanges. between. laborers. and;
capitalists, but by any means that might be deemed best adapt-;

ed to effect this very moral and.benevolent objeet. 1. . .

Now.in order to render articles chea; -and in great. abu -
ance for the enjoyment of the communitpy,. it is n%hnécéssgg)n
either that the‘wages of labor,: the. real ‘remumeration. to the."
laborer, should be. comparatively .low; or. that the ‘profits of
stock should be comparativelyhigh. . This is a matter between.
the capitalist and the laborer; with which the public has nothing. . -
to. do; " The circumstances thatreally influence the: ahu’ndﬁnc%;

o nee,
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of the objects of wealth are these; abundance of materials to
work upon, abundance of tools or machines to work with, and
knowledge of the mind as well .as_skill of hand to elaborate
out of these the objects desired. The natural course of things
should seem to be, that every productive laborer should pos«
sess his own materials, his own supply of food while working,
his own tools, his own dwelling, with appropriate skill and
kriowledge to guide these elements of production. ..It is hard
to see how the seizure, or the possession, by any person ouit
of these producers, of all the materials, food, tools, dwellings,
and the monopoly of all the knowledge, leaving them the skill
of hand .or other organs, necessary for preparing these articles
of wealth, should tend to render them cheaper, or produced in
greater quantities: but it is very easy to see how such & _cit-
cumstance should render them dearer. All these articles,
knowledge excepted, constituting the capital, thrown into the
hands of one, will enable him by the stimulis of immediate
want to.compel the others to work : ‘but they, must work for
hir, ‘and of course at the lowest rate possible, . Will such low-
ness of remuneration add to, their alacrity of mind 2 will itin-
crease their activity of exertion’? will it increase their skill of
workmaniship ? will their tools be better made than when made
under more invigarating circumstances ? . If the materials.to
werk ‘upon be }tﬁe .same in both cases, all the other: circum-
stances influercing production tend much more to improve ,thé“
processes, and to increase activity, imder high than under low
wages, and of course under low than under high profits. -As
to the effects of ‘the two cases on happiness, it is simply.this,
that while high profits make one individual splendid and per-
haps (morality in both parties being the same) twice as happy:
as the avérage of productive laboters at low wages; low profits
and high-wages would raise the happiness of the:one.hundred
‘of one thousand well-remunerated.laborers to very nearly an
-equality with that:of the capitalist, moral sources of happi-
riess being still siipposed the same in both.. But happiness,:
without respect of persons, being the sole legitimate object of
the moralist and legislator, it'is c%garly,‘théir duty, as one hun~
.dred ot ‘one thousand to one, to favor; by all means consistent:
with security,. that state of things which would' lead to_the.
iost smple yemuneration, whether paid in wages or: kind, to
the:productive laborer.  Now under the auspices. of the na-
tural laws.of distribution, what would be the progress of me-~
chanical or agricultural industry, in the very commercement
of ‘thes¢ pursuits? . Occupation by improvement being ‘the
natural title t6 unoccupied land, any man having the means:to

work with, and to whom the produce of land was an object of

- Sker. Y] Production and Capital would immensely ineredse.. 243

desire,” would appropriate as much land as his necessities; de-
vn'_xa.nded. To: expen‘d his labor in merely inclosin‘g .'wiﬂr a
. view to future possession, alargertract than he.could c:ultivate
v;ou'ld- be absurd, because, if his labor-were spent on.mere m:
Ic.ozmg, he must starve: . in order to. live, he must render -the
and productive of food. The competition of others, and the
vmer(leddlstance of the benefit to be derived from 111e1~e,in’<:losui‘es
: tv;g: g C{n:::l;tl:] :éxgel;, eV(}rE if the rlllecéssity of' food b’y.‘culti-va:
i e. . 1f.again he inclosed more”than h
,lwazxgtre;% czzftilt gxzslgall)e‘the }fzrlllce of. s:lch inclosure? Just i:h:
, 2ue, ‘8 full equivalent and no more ;. for
» gﬁg shguld those who can get, by the labor of inclbsiir::;', -lf‘g:;
i1 T e e e o
? y its natural value, so that inclosing
n;‘ore land than was necessary for use would ‘not ben'clﬁgilsglll%
of... The incloser or inclosers. of the lanil must have . been
possessed. of the means of existence, food; - clothes, dwelling,
=]

-and..of the tools and. seed.to-work with; or else they could .

never produce. . What must be: the amount of - their sroduec:
tx_o_ln,?f.» A year’s supply: _but a: supply of food, ‘en'og ?ﬁzgt
only for their own use during the year;  but for-‘procurif 5 b

?,xchgnge, .j?hosg articles. of «clothing, - furniture, :or btheg’ c'b:g
jeﬁgs of desire, which: they: could not:make for tllei'nselv.es;T ‘o
which they: found. it- more: convenient (costing: less:labor ot

. being cheaper) to get in exchange, would: constitute- this:supe

Ply;s.land would be exchariged; that i§ fo s i
y;. la . : . say, the labor:
33;“1 'tlﬁ’ds }lln’l,(:onf‘-'erﬁ:nt PZI’CeIs, just like any’:bt}fér?chrn-i!i?:)(-l
dity;. whole: of - the:products: of labor would oo for remus
neration to.the:producer, and for Whatéver"hg gaglgj:;; Lmllxl-
Wolgl(i léeCEIV? £ satisfactory equivalent, . . .. - - g il
.- out.from jdleness, want of skill, oraccident,: ome other
mdwaduals “might want food;. vtools‘," &, "Mdfrrlxtéf Sg:;r?g?;]f)‘if :
‘s;e%ssifl&ﬁga;ny gqluzv%lent fab!iilcated - by “any ‘other. eXértibun
_ s, might. be -compelled to' sue for food to: those
who. by cultivation. had it. - They would give. then
ul o procured it. - They would: give. their:
iﬁbor for the. articles they wanted.. ‘Be it o served, 1J(v)ew(—Fj::ixl'r
ese cases 'would, be.exceptions ‘to the general rule,,: Which‘-is’

that. of equality of physit acci
Ly of physical powers: and. accidents, .. This :
2§nr?};er of’ exceptions, again, would be kept-.doswn by tl:vjtﬁ;l}
famj anfetsl s the voluntary support.and supply by the friends.or -
o cgutl)r N gu:h most. of t%emlln‘scc’eise. of‘accident, and the facilicy -
ke 1g-the means (tools, &c:;) of independent ctiltivation:
i cl;; x;i?:zzfrtz:zo? of Eu’q}{;.l}z:,bgﬁe;s,would g:arcelyv b': dli‘;grl'ggé
that of the family with- whom they worked s : enjovy
would be in common,. and- the.diff o onsitalrost
wa e mon,. and-the.difference would: consist almost -
entirely.in the possession or non-possession’ of 'th‘e‘rl!istltslt;?sltlz;lc‘:)l?f ’
non liedle stock:
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But this very principle of independence would be continually
prompting those laborers, in case of any unpleasantness of
treatment, to divect their labor to the inclosing and cultivating
of land for themselves: and increased assiduity and economy
would soon supply them with the simple means out of the pro-
duce of their labor. ~The facility of acquiring new lands, and
the love of independent possession, are the invincible counter-
acting checks to any great depression in the reward of  the la-
borer, under that of the owner of the land. To this must be
added, in every stage and state of society, as in ‘every other
species of trade, the competition of other employers, afford-
ing, under the reign of equal security, . another effectual re-
straint on. inequality. 'Tis true, the owner would not hire
laborers without having some interest, without gaining some-
thing by the operation: he must get some equivalent, which
can, only be a part of the produce of labor, over and above
the replacing of the things consumed. The labor of the laborer
would necessarily produce this: biit the chief part of the sur-
plus would go to the laborer himself: a small part, along with
the vanity o%’ being owner of the increased stock of the whole,
would bé abundant remuneration to the employer for the ad-
vance of food and whatever other necessaries .might have been
demanded by the laborer. - The . employer, it must.be recol-
lected, if he can find no equivalent ready made for his over-
production, is necessitated, under pain of the.loss by de-
cay of that over-produce, to give it in exchange for something
to be produced by labor:.in order to perpetuate his stock, he

must continue it by re-production through labor. . Here then.

is an equal necessity, a-mutual or reciprocal interest bindin
the laborer and employer. 'We may leave these reciprocal
de;
an
from the equality of natural powers.. :

If such é(&ould{oe the progress, as to ca‘pital,‘ of the producers

of food, agriculturists, there would be still less tendency to in-.

equality amongst themechanics. Itvery seldom takes a year, as

in agriculture, of continued labor, to bring o perfection any ma-<.
nufactuted article, more frequently a month, a week, aday.. So.

much the less dependent on the owner of capital would the me-

chanic be, whom. accident or folly. had left without his proper

stock of the means of living while at work.  The acquisition ofa
few articles by exchange of his ‘manufacturing labor, with econo-
my, would soon replace the little‘helos‘t ;.and he too woulc%.soon'
again.unite capitalist and laborer in his own person.: Itisnot

. meant to say that there would be no permanent class of laborers.

endencies, . these rare exceptions on both. sides of wealth -
g poverty, to balance each other, and rest assured that they.
will ‘disturb. little the tendency to equality of remuneration.
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- under the free operation of the natural laws of distribution;
but- that mere laborers -altogether destitute .of capital would
be extremely few and very well remunerated, receiving the
whole produce of their labor, a small compensation deducted
for the loan or advance made them. In such a.community,
would there be no capitalists, such as we now see them, en-
%{ossing the accumulated products of the labors of thousands?

here would be very few such. But in such a communjty,
would there be no accumulation of capital?. Its accumula-
tion would be immense, and greater than under any forced or
fraudulent distribution; so that there would be a profusion: of
capital without capitalists. How could these things be? The

eat. body of the productive laborers-would be" capitalists,
themselves, owners of the capitals (improvements, food, tools,
seed, ) necessary for the cultivation of their small spots of land,
of which they would be of course the entire owners :: and the
great body of the manufacturers would also be capitalists. as
well as laborers, each .man owning his own little stock to
enable him to work. Though the interest of such men, work-
ing for themselves, would lead them to exert all their energies
to increase their enjoyments, which they could only do by in-
creasing their production, part of which for their own .con-
venience necessarily becomes fixed or accumulated and is

-called capital; although they would accumulate muck more

capital: than would be done by unequal distribution ; yet. does
it not follow that their ebsolute accumulation of capital should
be great. That depends on the quantity of materials afforded
by nature, on the knowledge possessed by the community, on
the tools and machines to work with, and the skill of operation

" to employ all these to advantage. Whatever be the “state:of

these things, whether deficient or flourishing, the increase-of

 capital will, under .all variations, be infinitely greater-where
" the enjoyments and the skill -of  nearly the whole: community
- are’'on the alert for its accumulation, than where the grandeur

of a few capitalists only is interested to increase their display,
at the expense of the comforts,” and to the depression: of the
energies, of the rest of the community, Whatever may be

“the state as to knowledge, &c., the accumulation will be im-~

measurably greater, or where the capital is widely distributed,

- or -where the productive laborers are- capitalists,” than where
- capital is confined to: the hands; of a few. -Without know-
“ledge and materials, as on the mountains of Iceland or Green~
land, .even security and just distribution could not do much ;
‘while insecurity would make. the desolation of mén equal to
- that of nature. So immense, under favorable. circumstances
+-of materials, skill, knowledge, &c., and . under the shield of
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246 Economical Benefits of Nat. Latws of Distribution. [Cr. 11T
equal security maintained by giving free scope to the natiral
laws'of distribution, is the progress of the accumulation “of
capital, that in one-generation, along the banks of the Ohio
and Mississippi in the American United “States, inclosures;
villages, manufactures, towns, whole states; have. been created
by:labor. - These constitute the wealth of a country, in what=
ever hands, whether in those of the few or the many, they
may be placed ; while the quantum of happiness depends on
the distribution.. The same lands, under Spanish insecurity
and . immense land-owners and-capitalists, had slumbered un=
productive for ages. These are the extremes, ‘it is true; of
the operation of the two principles: but let-us ever bear in
mind, that in exact proportion as we follow the dictates of the
one or the other, will the result be, both in happiness’ and
accumulation. ‘ D :
« In regulating the profits of stock there is a double compe-
tition: the competition of great capitalists with each’cther,
altogether inefficient, under the -expedients of insecurity to
good purposes ; which is the only competition now exerted';

and the competition of all.the productive laborers possessing.

their own capitals, with these great capitalists, - With the
productive “laborers, - capital,” over and above what is wanted
for domestic use;” would be but the means of ‘making ‘their la=
bor:more - productive :- their great dependence wotld be still

en. their labor: their possession of capital would" be made
subservient to this object, to increase the value of theirlabor;

and ‘as'they would ‘possess-nine-tenths  of - ithe- ‘capital. of-the
community; the holders ‘of the iemnaining portion would be

forced: to. pay-their laborers ‘a ‘fair remuneration nearly adex

quate, or:bearing a fair proportion; to the remuneration of:the
laborers possessing-capital - . o e s e
« “'The . competition’of the :gifeat, capitelists must be useful ‘to
the community as against themselvés; “however little ‘it may
benefit the productive Iaborers.”"Fhe wish of great capitalists
is of course; like that of all other men, to make:as much out

of their‘means as possible. - This object they would accomplish, -

partly by arranging their profits amongst themselves,: partly
by keeping down, by any means in their power, with or with=
out’:the aid . of law, the wages of labor.  Arrangements to
keep up profits are always  defeated by private . compétition:

. when they are kept too high, the demand ‘slackens, the less

rich or active feel the loss miost by the falling off of their trade;
they therefore undersell their fellow-capitalists,"and profits are
reduced:to-what the demand will pay. - "If the demand: b great
and ‘profits:kKeep high; new adventurers, ‘where the law'is not
absurd enough to"prevent it, spring-up, and bririg down' the
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profits by increasing the supply to the level, or nearly the level,

of other trades similarly circumstanced. = Defeated in com-
‘bination ds against the public, capitalists ‘are the more ener=
getic in coaxing and deceiving that public, to aid-them in their
combinations against the productive laborers: the prices of
articles must be raised ruinously to the public, they say, if
wages be not kept down. " The real public,- the vast majority
of every community, - are and must be, it is évident, pro-
ducers as well as consumers; and it cannot be their interest
that labor ‘should be wretchedly remunerated. But the in-
fluential few are mere consumers; living in idleness; through
warious expedients, on the labor of the community. These
yield to the vulgar call of ithe : capitalists for low wages, to
aake cheap goods. In vain-all experience tells .them, that
the most flourishing manufactures have ‘always afforded “the
most ample remuneration to the laborer, and that inéreased
alacrity; ‘skill, and improvements - of ‘all -sorts, leading to in-
creased and cheapened . production,” must necessarily be the
result of such ample remuneration. The idle consuriers have
universally joined the capitalists ;- and Iocal and national laws,
attacking the foundations of security, prodicticn, and heppi-
mess; by forcing labor withiout a satisfactory equivalent, every
where exist.. -'The consequence has been,- that almost all the
products of labor; but wqhat were ' Hecessary to keép the la~
borer alive, being consumed by the idle and the capitalists, the
production of wealth and the accumiilation of capital have ‘in
many countries been entirely repressed, and in all-have been
coinparatively feeble to what they might hiave been. :
o Thus favorably to industry would operate; under the na-
turdl ‘laws of ‘distiibution,” the. two species of competition, of
the great capitalists with each other, and of ‘the laborers pos-

“Sessing ‘capital with these mere’ capitalists. But'there is'a

third species of ‘coimpetition which; it has been said; would
defeat all these expected results, and kéep down eternally to
the lowest nlecessary for existence, thie wages, or veal remune-
ration; - of the productive laborer—~the competition of the la=
borers with each other. - How horribly eruel and ¢ontradictory,
however, is it in those who hold this language, ‘and believe
that there is in the nature of things an ithpassable liimit to the
remuneration of industry, to institute additional artificial com=
binations of force and ‘fraud against it; -as if’ they distrusted

their own assertions ! If this restraint be sufficient to'keep -

the bulk “of “mankind in wretchedness; why institite &ny
others? Though it were true, that excessive production and
excessive accumulation could . only be purchased on such
terms, at-the' cost of the ample remutieration and conségnently
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of the happiness of’ the great mass of society,  the ‘productive
Iaborers ; yet would it b%no means follow that production and
-accumulation ought to be purchased on such terms. Better

--not produce and not accumulate at all, if production and accu-

‘mulation bring with them a balance of misery to the majority
‘of those concerned in the operation. But what would be the
-effect of this competition amongst the laborers on their own
remumeration, under the natural laws of distribution? . In
the first place, universal present experience, as well as history,
proves the utter falsehood of the assertion, that this comipetition
of laborers keeps down wages to the lowest level necessary for
existence. In the non-slave provinces of the United" States
of America, where the natural laws' of distribution are -the
-most nearly followed, ‘and where this, - like -every other species
of competition, is the most active ; instead of bringing down
the wages of Iabor to the lowest," they are no where so high.
The-industrious laborer becomes regularly, in a short time,
out of the savings of his remuneration,a little - capitalist :
whence the cheering spectacle of the scarcity of servants and
mere labo.l'ers in the United States of America in the midst
of her unrivalled prosperity, -These productive laborers pos-
-Sessing capital, are able to' furnish out their children, when
they begin to work for themselves, with all the necessaries for
industrious exertion, without selling themselves to great em-
ployers; or, when they die, they leave of course to their chil-

; dren their acquired stock. Compare in this respect England
and Ireland.  The competition of the laborel?- is’ cerﬁxinly-

equally energetic in both countries : yet- the laborers of  En-
gland would ratherrisk life in the struggle, than submit -to. the

“incredible privations of tlie Irish peasant. If competition

were the cause of the lowness, the English peasantry ought

- .to be as wretched as the Irish. In Russia there is 7o' compe-

‘tition amongst laborers : they are fed by the benignity’ of- the
lord or noble, and scld with the land; ﬁ’equentﬁ:’l separated
from the land, the wife and husband, father and child, sold to
different purchasers: in Russia, the peasantry are perhaps a
little less wretched than in Ireland, under the lauded English
constitution. - In - France, - Spain, Italy, 'different parts: of
Germany, in every part of Europe,  and almost of the world,
«competition is equally active, for the rulers- every where ‘have
deemed it their interest to encourage the competition of-the
poor.. . Yet all possible varieties of remuneration for ‘pro-
ductive labor, - exist in these countries. " The competition of
the la}bore_rs thén,  alone, is-not sufficient to keep down remu-
neration to the lowest. Other causes, the observance or non-
observance of the natural laws-of distribution—free labor,
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:entire use of its' produects, and voluntary. exchanges—stated
-above, have chiefly operated, and have influenced as ten to
‘one, or perhaps as one hundred. to one, the result, in pre-

ference to mere competition.
- Nevertheless competition amongst the producers does every
where exist, and must every where exist, and ought every

where to exist; but under the broad shield of equal security.

Under this shield, what would be its operation? It would

" ‘keep.down prices to the community, just like competition for

profits amongst capitalists, to the lowest at which the best

‘workmen could produce- their wares; getting remuneration

equal fo that afforded, by the circumstances of the ‘country,

“toother productive laborers. If even amongst: capitalists,
-whose numbers are so few, the principle of competition, un-
der free trade, is so strong as completely to guaranty: the

public against. any fancied terrors of monopoly or: combina-
tion, how much more powerful would be its aid to the publie,
where the number of competitors would: be so much -enlarged
as to extend to the whole community? But it is a mistake to

"suppose that the public would derive all the benefit from this .

competition. When by new discoveries, increased - skill, or
sreater cheapness of raw materials, articles come to be pro-
duced atléss cost; at first, the makers derive almost all the
benefit, lowering their prices no more than just to undersell
their neighbours’; till competition enters, and by degrees re-
duces the profits, whether they-may go to the productive la-
borer or the mere capitalist. - ‘The ultimate effect is, that .all
parties are benefited, the public and the producers. When
the processes become known, the public permanently derive
such a benefit in the way. of cheapness, or, what amounts to

‘the. same, in increased utility of the article, as.may: be ex-

pressed perhaps by eight-tenths of the whole,~—the remainder,

“ o foreign disturbing causes intervening, going to the perma-

nent remuneration of theproducers. Has notsuch actuallybeen
sometimes. the case in the improvements of English manufac-
tures, even.in spite of the overwhelming expedients of insecurity
pressing down the operative laborers in favor of capitalists, and
all the idle consamers, with their endless claims on the pro-
ducts of labor?. Have' not articles been wonderfully cheap-
ened to the public, have not great. fortunes. been made by

" capitalistsy and have not the wages of labor been sometimes

raised, and all ai.the same time? The public gaining so
largely, can well afford to leave a portion of the value: of"the

. increased products, as remuneration to the producers. - Hence

we may {udge what-would have been the effect under the shield

-of equal security, = :

~There are two very evident modes in which competition
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amongst productive laborers' may operate ;-and one’ or- the
other of which will pre})o'nderate in proportion as equal secu~
rity is preserved or violated, as the natural laws of distribu~
tion are maintained or departed from. - Both of ‘these modés
mayand do operate together. The one s the effort amongst
the producers to-produce more of ‘the articles in a'given time,
or'to make them better, by increased skill or any other means.
The. other is the effort to force a sale of goods or labor by
-underselling, by selling for a leéss. remuneration than will re-
pay the cost of .production with the usual enjoyments to the
producer. - The 'one is the invigorating, the other the de-
pressing, species: of emulation: the one is -the rivalship te
excell, the other to'depress, each other. Under the influence
of dinsecurity, where the exhilarating motives-of entire posses=
sion-of - the products of labor, and voluntariness in their. dis-
posal,” are removed, ‘the feelings of dependence and want
will urge their-wretched vietims to strive with each other for
the mere means of living. -~ But under the shield - of security,
confidence-and alacrity necessarily spring up, every inventive
energyis called forth,:-hope is substituted for-fear; and every

one looks forward, by exertions of skill or. diligence,to in- -

crease his enjoyments. . This competition' necessarily termi-
nates in an increase of capital to the productive laborers ; for,
as there are some modes, of enjoyment which require no actu-
mulation, nothing but immediate consumption, such as arti-
cles-for eating and drinking,—so; are there others which imply
the-co-existence of capit:fwith consumption, - such as farni-
ture, dwelling, implements.. -To acquire these articles of Eers-
manent use or -enjoyment, -is to acquire capital. - To wish te
excell in durability, neatness and:even elegance of these ar-
iicles, as-well as of clothing, becomes a subsequerit object of
desire. - Productive laborers' can accomplish thesé-objects in
no-other way than by an accumulation of capital. -The race
is,"'who ‘shall earn the most,-to enjoy the most, not only of
perishable but of lasting commodities, or of eapital ; the de-
sire for-which, once excited, goes on.to an'indefinite increase,
and the natural limits to which, both under security and inse-
curity, will be noticed hereafter. Under equal security, or the
natural laws of distribution, the limit to accumulation - is the
value of the time and exertions of the laborer expended in the
way of accumulation, compared to what they would produce 7z
happiness if expended in any other manner.” Under insecurity,

there is-no-other limit to the aceumulstions of ‘capitalists, urged -

on:by. the mere competition for distinction,’ than the impossi~
bility- of further exactions fror the productive laborers, un~
checked by any necessity of personal exertion in the production.

The mode by which, under the influence of security, the com-
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forts. of the productive laborers would be-gradually-increased,
is.the following: In the competition to produce. more and
better, for the sake of a better remuneration, -in the shape of
advanced' price or wages, ‘the most assiduous; skilful,” or.for-
tunate succeeds : though he sells cheaper; if his-improvement
be great,” and thereby. benefits the public, yet-his object is.to
benefit himself; till . competition- reduces his reward to some-
thing very moderate. for his improvement. = But, during this
time,” he "has been-better paid; and.other producers:around
him; in’ other lines; have also been better paid:for other im-
provements, respectively made by them in their: occupations,
and’ even all the competitors are induced by nothing but better
remuneration. to- enter into the competition of the most im~
proved productions. . During all this time, the Zabit of increased
enjoyiment, from ‘increased remuneration, has been acquired
byall the active, intelligent, and their fortunate competitors;
and -the ‘ultimate result: is, that while society reaps the chief
benefit in ‘a- cheaper supply, there is at the same time a per=
manent advance in the remuneration of the producers.. Men
cling closely to habits -of ‘frugal enjoyment; they become ne=
cessaries ; and consumers are well satisfied to leave a modicum;
sonie proportion, of the benefit arising from:their improved in+
dustry, tothose whoso'essentiallybenefit them by the production
of cheaper. articles, leaving them.the' means: of more extended
enjoyments. © Under equal security, . society-or the public.are
all, or:almost all, producers aswell as consumers ; so-that the
industrious under their ' character of consumers, and not"the
idle; would mutually afford each ‘other-all the benefits of im=

provements in.'science and: art. Now; through the tortuous -

expedients of inseeurity, all these benefits are moncpolized by
the idle, . But in-a thriving’ community,” such asresl secu-
rity would: produce,: as soon as a certain quantum of the former
comforts have:become ‘the necessaries of life-to a very large
body of improving produeers;this quantum- comes: gradually
to be' looked upon as the fair remunerating price of ordinary
industry, and all productive laborers: acquire it-by acquiring
at the same time the industrious habits necessary to ensure it:
Nor are: the over-active and intelligent displeased with: this re-
sult; as not:only are:not their comforts reduced: thereby, ‘but
the field:is still open to them for new improvemeiits.: Liet their
invention be still on the stretch, let them be active: and. intelli=
gentstill: the secrets of finding out and turning: to use the un-
conscious energies of nature for facilitating proﬁu’ction and en-
joyment, lie above, around, and: beneath them : ‘they-are, as far
as we know; exhaustless; ‘one advance, one'improvement.but
preparesthe way for another; and in this course the probability
of stccess is never lessened. . This invigorating competition of
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security keeps the general intellect of producers awake, for they
will be paid for being awake; and ‘while the mdss of the in-
"dustrious are advancing in the scale of remuneration to the
amount of the first improvements, genius has already explored
a new road, and new facilities of production are rewarded with
still increased remuneration. The consumers can afford this;
for the supply is cheapened, industry in all lines becomeés more
productive, and the laborers retain but a part of the benefit
they have earned for all.  And if one or two untractable arti-
cles-remain . unimoved by the general improvement, they are
desérted for the fabricating ofthose that pay better, till the few
‘that remairi eémployed in them find their remuneration about the
geueral average of productive labor. Thus would the natural
igaws of distribution cause capital to be accumulated in the hands

of all, instead of those merely of a few capitalists.  Capital

would abound, not gorgeously displayed in the magnificence
‘of a few, but modestly gwélling and diffusing health, content-
ment and joy through the bosoms of every private family.

If thus an immense accumulation of wealth, -or of capital,
would take place amongst the productive laborers, the process
would ‘still Ee carried on with undiminished ener by those
amongst them whose savings were the greatest, an(ﬁ,vho (their

- tastes leading them that way) tndertook the new employment
of transporting articles. from the places in which they were
made, 45 most convenient for these purposes, to the places where
they were wanted for consumption.  Others would employ
themselves in those places to distribute the goods to the con-
sumers. ‘Thus, for the convenience of all parties, would spring
up:the class of factors, carriers, merchants, and shop-keepers

~or retail dealers; saving the immense: loss of time, trouble,
and consequent expense, to both producers and consumers, of
seeking out .and sending to a distance for every-small article
they wanted to get in exchange for the products_respectively
of the labors- of “each. -The habits of. frugal’ enjoyment and
steady accumulation, which the previous industry ofy those men
had.given them, would continue to operate; and all their efforts

would ‘be directed to increase their capital to the demands of -

their trade. But the tendency to excessive wealth, engender-
ingperniciousinequality of fortune, would be constantly checked

"by: the competition of new rivals springing up every:day out of

the flourishing productive classes, active, intelligent, and pos-
sessed. of the means of competition. . The accumulation and

* the abuse of great: capitals would be still further, and always,

checked by the joint-stock associations of those whose means
were, not sufficient, or whose inclinations did xiot lead-them, to
leave their own trade, and set up for themsélves, On ordi-
nary occasions, however, the competition of thriving and intel-
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ligent rivals would be abundantly sufficient to prevent perni-
fous inequality. : L -
cwllflsolvl;i%ﬁl c}c’)uld great manufactures and great 'entgrp?sgs
of commerce be carried on without great capitalists? It xst
great capitals that are wanted for some few undertakings, ‘I{;O
great capitalists. Provided the capital is produced, it SIIglK)u' es
not whether it comes out of one or fifty hands. Capxtt]t;t ein
every where diffused by security, a hundred or a ?llllsgnd
shares would be raised for any useful purpose, amongst s rev;i
and active men; and those in whom they had the mos(t1 confi-
dence would. conduct the concern as long as the,cog uctors
retained. that confidence; and those conductors v&.’oul ‘ estiem
themselves amply recompensed by a x"emuqerangp. equal ﬁr
very little superior to that of _thelr.»assoclates, in addition to c{ he
atification of -the esteem, as evinced by the trust reposed in
them by these their associates and equals. Ifthe 0}:)emt;1olxcl1 y\{;are
in a manufacturing establishment, the joint-stock wzﬂ 1 Lhuy
the machinery and erect-the buildings; or the one Qro % other
might be hired from those Who.hq ! made them. 1 m:il
manufacturing establishments requiring but moderatfe tﬁapl :‘10 s
‘would be carried onas now by individuals. Whether ; e sul-
.scribers to the joint-stock would receive their shares o ye;;ip y
benefit from the concern, in the shape of wages, or lp({o tls,
would be quite immaterial to the community. It CO;.IH f('mhy
be received in the shape of 'mcreased wages where 11o the
contfibutors were employed in the manufacture. -Suc . esta~
blishments would be an efficient check on.the efforts o great
capitalists—of whom very few could exist from the eternal com-
petition of intelligent men with small. capitals—to depress 1111;
juriously the wages of labor. Where the manufacture was ;11;:1 .
that each productive liborer. could finish at home a part o e:.
fabric, he would purchase the materials, in whatever ,}sltate o
preparation, and sell them, when completed, either to the fn-
sumer if the market were smal}, or. to a factor if the markets
were remote and it required skill to select them.. o] :
- Where the establishment was one of commerce, pat:tlcéxvar g _
of foreign commerce, a larger capital would be required, dan .
the concern would most frequently be conducted by indivi ue:l
hands or by afew, from 'a peculiar k_nowledge of the wants and.
productions of remote nations which such business requires, .
and which industrious producers have not facilities to acqulrlqzi
Where a foreign trade—which very seldom happ‘_ens—}co;'x .
not be carried on without larger capitals than the union of a e]g v
individuals in a mercantile house would produce, resort wouh\ ‘
be had to shares, as in the case of manufactures, and-all 11:‘6
spare capital of the thriving producers,_would.'naturally e.mg oy
itself in’this way when holding out higher inducements than
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-the employing of the same capital in internal improvements,

mines, canals, bridges, and such works, whether to facilitate

universal industry and interchangg, or to advance 3 particular
branch of industry. - The savings of prudent sharp-sighted men,
like these industriots producers, would not be raﬁzl)'.adven-
tured inforeign speculation, till every thing around them at
‘home.was assuming the features of garden culture and domes-
tic.comfort.. ‘The real internal happiness of the ‘members of
such a community, depending on increased. production, and
- -consumption, and freedom, and activity of interchange, would
ot be sacrificed to the glittering display of a forced foreign
trade.. :.No laws on the subject would be necessary :. the inter-
est and intelligence of the industrious would produce the re-
:sult in the most useful manner. . A working, thinking, people
would not-be led astray by projects in the air, but would ex-
-ercise a deliberate judgement. On the other hand, when.a fair
prospect of success presented itself, they. would cheerfully em-_
bark, anxiousto exchange the surplus pproductions of their com-
munity for whatever useful articles any other nation could pro-
duce at less cost of useful labor. ‘These voluntary. associations
-of small capitalists would be dependent on no bounties, would
‘demand nomonopoly or exclusive. protection: the meanest in-
dividual in the state might enter into .active .competition with

- them—a check Recessary to their own interest, their own good..

‘management, if not called for.By still higher considerations. ,
- An admirable effect arising, from these joint-associations of
‘numerous small masses of. capital, whether in the- line of ma-~

nufactures.or commerce, would be, that they would act as in-
surance companies, guarantying from utter loss, and possible

) misery,.. those hardy pioneers, of industry and [prosperity wha

first essay unexplored roads.. In case of failure, even complete,

which would seldom occur, the loss to each: contributor would
be but small and retrievable; and the splendid wealth of agreat
capitalist of to-day would not be followed, not only by. his own
destruction butthat of numbers connected with him, to~merrow.

. Thus, by the operation of these numerons circumstances, is-
the: capital of the community rapidly aceumulated in’ masses

- the, most. fayorable to enjo; nent,. and all pernicious inequality

is prevented, simply. by not imposing . restraint,..or, in. other
words, by following the natural laws of distribution, . Of -the
two modes in whic?_)f_thecqmpetitign of the productive laborers
would-operate, we have. traced .out one; the active and exhila-
rating, ‘as. it would occur urider, the shield .of. equal security:
‘What would be the result,of .the other mode of competition,

the depressing, such as would arise, and such as prevails.almost

universally, under the influence of insecurity? . Would more.

capital be accumulated by the whole community. under inse-
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i universal low remuneration of labor, than under its
;Lxgltl);’ ::I(r}uneration ? The short-sighted vulgar amongst the
ricll:, think that whatever is saved from thq wages and enjoy-
ments of the industrious mass of a community, is saved to ca~
pital; forgetting that nine-tenths of these sa.vmgs—-admlttmﬁ
them to be effected by such means—are immediately consume
in unproductive and hollow show, or pampering sickly unen-

- joying appetites, by the vich, and.that a very small part is con-

verted into permanent capital. - It is the glare of the qonsulxlr‘lp}-h
tion, the unproductive part, that makes the show: thff"c ‘;v acl

is saved, which goes.to capital, which perpetuates itself by the
remuneration of productive labor, is not regarded, is not seen.
It is visible to those only who frequent the abodes of lowly in-

. dustry. Hence the industrious manufacturer, who lives frite

gally,. and converts all his savings to the accumulation of ca-

;iag{’b;lﬁe increased employmegnt of productive. laborers, is

fittle admired by these pretended advocates of capital. What

they really want is erijoyment, not capital further than is ne-
cessary to enjoyment, the enjoyment of t,he‘fgvg‘a‘t the QXPQ?S%

of the many, the heaitless glitter of the few at'the expense 9{‘

the real misery of the tadny. = It was observed before, ‘thabla

capital could be purchased at the expense of insecurity,. it would
be' purchased infinitely” beyond its value; it would be insane
in a community to give dmd%ery and misery for perfidious
baiibles., “But how stands the fact ?. Can insecurity, and the
consequent del'SreSSing"CO;xllpetli;lgn gf rlabgrers to underwork

. each other, produce eapital in abundance? - . = .
eéc\lﬁztthix;kpfﬁ has beeg already made evident that, under the
influence .of security, no depressing competition can take place
amorigst the productive laborers,  The competition will be to -

excell, and to enjoy permarient as well as immediate pleasures,
those.demanding capital as well ‘as’ those. consumed by the
touch. It is therefore here assumed that insecurity must be
the parent of the depressing competition:; ’Those,__wbl,lofhav_e
acquired, by whatever means, large masses of land or of arti~
cles fabricated by labor, ,f_earmg.tq j.losg. .wha_t @hey haveg‘or‘
anxious to acquire more, or to make:theq vggglgh subservient
to the pleasures of power, or“ﬁ':dm, soine’ _sumla.r_ motives, hay(}
alinost every where laid restraints on the free development &
industry, and have also‘fin_stitut‘gd various ;mogigs of legal ro
bery, forcibly cai§ying away without any equivalent the pro-
ducts of labor. Not satisfied with these cowardly miquities,

. and to prevent: if possible the industry of the poor from ac--
quiring any thing, by mears of labor, for its'cwn well-being,
they. have even’ (’?ai"ed to takeinto their hands the I_jegu]a’glon_of 3
'the wretched remuneration left to the poor, under the name of .
wages, after these previous restraints and exactions. They have
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forcibly,: as well as barbarously, put down the little remnant

of competition left between themselves for high profits and the .

poor for high wages, and have decreed that they shall be the
arbitrators of the remuneration of their competitors. Habitual
deceivers universally come in the end to be deceived. Many.of
these legal plunderersthereforemay have arrived at the point of
thinking, so agreeable to their perverted interests, that all these
takings away without equivalent, these restraints and forcible
lowering of wages, are moral and wise, and of course extreme-
ly pious, or agreeable to the will of God. Be they.so. But
what is their effect on the productive laborers ? The effect
necessarily is, that the exhilarating competition being rendered
by such means impossible, the feeble efforts of the producers are
directed to get a preference, to be allowed the slorious privilege
of workingin order to obtain the means of prolonging life in va-
rious degrees of privation and wretchedness. It is true that in
no country, not even the most barbarous, such as the rule of
Turkey over her slaves, rendered still more atrocious and in-
sulting, as in the case ‘of the Greeks, from a difference of
religious creed, have these legal robberies, restraints, and re-
gulations been acted upon to.the letter. They would abso-
lutely annihilate production. Power therefore has always more

- -or less listened to the selfish suggestions of prudence. In order

to have somethinﬁ‘ to seize upon, it must allow the productive
slave or laborer
ever; the ripened fruit or the matured production, lest he

should purloin it to his own benefit. In some industrions: .

countries, at the periods of their advance and prosperity, these -
obstacles to the progress of wealth; though in existence, have’
been suffered to slumber, and ‘the exhilarating motives have.
been permitted to lead the: laborers more or less to the com--
petition of enjoyment. - This has happened when.the profits
of stock, in. peculiar lines of direction from peculiar causes,
were high, and when the competition amongst the few great.
capitalists for labor was such-as to lead them, for the sake of"
present personal gain, to. waive, during the continuance of this
great competition, and in these flourishing trades alone, the
exercise of their tremendous powers of depression. - As soon’
as competition.and. high wages brought forward an abundance:
of Taborers for, them a%

but with. more or less of diminished energy, from the habit of:

commparative freedom which the producershad enjoyed during: -

the rivalship of their employers. Again, under. other circum-’
stances, when these restraints and regulations have been for a:
time regularly enforced, such are their depressing effects that it

becomes unnecessary- to continue. their. open exerdise, "The:

the faculty to produce ; always watc hing, how-

. grudgingly giveshim extorted labor:

I, the old expedientsfor. keeping down. -
‘the. remuneration of productive labor were again resorted to,
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‘hopeless habit of submission to low remuneration; privations,
'mg

wretchedness, is formed; apathy and ignorance seize on
both laborers and masters; and poverty, and the competition
to underwork, become so habitual that t ey are looked upon.as
the law of over-ruling destiny. = Hence it should excite no
surprise, that comparative dprosperit:y, particularly of capitalists,
has sometimes occurred during the existence (but during the
slumber) of those restraints; -or that during -periods of ne-
tional decline, the active display of ‘such restraints, particu-
larly-in the line of regulating wages, has not been observed.
Under the depressing competition: of produeers, the em-
Pployers are self-punished. - Their calculation was, that what-
ever could be saved from the laborers would go to enrich them-
selves. .This might be the case if man were a machine like the
loom, uninfluenced by moral, and operated upon by mechgni-
cal, causes alone, The production being then & given quan-
tity, whatever the employers took, the sum total of the produce
would. not be lessened. But this is not the case: man is liable
to more, and more subtile, agencies, than the mere machine.

- Suppose him'to be producing abundantly: deprive him by

restraint, by plunder legal or otherwise, by grave regulation,
of half the produée of his labor, and the amount of ‘the whole
produce begins immediately to decrease. - The motives of en«
Jjoyment and independence, which-led him to improve hl's sk'lll
and sharpen all his faculties; have ceased to exist ¢ he is d_x;-«
satisfied, careless, hopeless; he works."nq more with the, u§ua1
alacrity, the produce is for another; heis jealous and envious
of that other; he looks on his emﬁ)loyer as his enemy, and
} I e has nopleasure, because
he has no interest, in seeing admirably finished work : as the ob
jectof the employer is to extort as much from him as poss;ble; it
becomes his fixed policy to give as little and ay bad work, andta
idle.as much, as possib{ . - ’%hus is the whole quantity produced
always lessened by every increase of the short-sighted avarice of
the employers. ’1'}:)0 ignorant or too selfish to see the real causes
(want, in various ways, of security) of the falling off of the pro-
duce, theyimpute it to the awkwardness, the ignorance, the per- :

- verseness, of the laborers, to.that ignorance, perverseness, ahd

awkwardness, which were their own work,  Production goes on
decreasing’s the lower the wages, the less valuable even com-
pared with the wages, the work done, The produetive laborers
are miserable, and: the employers are punished. Instead of
seeirig the real causes of the mischief, they exclaim against the
idleness, the dishonesty, the depravity of the la})pljers; and
force, the ready and eternal resort of: ignorance, is employed,
to repress the vices. and keep.down the demand for, unmerited
N P - B S .
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high wages for such men," As the employers have influence in
making the laws; and the productive laborers have none, new
restrictions, new penal laws, more barbarous and absurd than
the preceding, are enacted ; and the employers are forced: to
console themselves with the exercise of vexatious tyranny in
lieu of: their. decayed profits. Meantime the producers take
measures to defeat these iniquitous laws; they endeavour by
a-counter-force to make head against the violences - instituted
.against them: they resort.to piots and combinations of vio=
lence; to defeat the violence of power, which seeks, under the:
name oflaw, to repress their spirit, and with their spirit, their
industry, for ever. They endeavour by.unjust violence towards
their own members, and sullen threats against their employers,
to keep down the depressing competition of low wages. They
follow the vile example, which, by ez-parte laws of their own
making, their employers give them, of issuing decrees forcibly-
to regulate the wages of labor. 'While the laws of the state
and of corporations keep down labor, the laws of their little
associations endeavour to support it. ‘ Regulations of the most
vexatious description, and summary.punishments the most
brutal; are enforced by them,.to. uphold their wages.. The
law punishes. the productive laborer who will not work for the:
regulated hire: the combination law punishes him who dares
to work under the wages regulated by the mechanics: them-

selves. Thus is a community converted into a theatre of war:-
hostile camps of the employers and laborers are every wheré’
formed; and that alacrity and energy which, under the infli~*

ence of equal security, are expended in:multiplying productions
by means of increased knowledge, skill, and application, are
here.devoted to contrive the means of mutual annoyance and

persecution; legal or not legal ; and in the mutual Tage of the .

parties, not only. capital, but lives are sacrificed : capital, the
means of reproduction and enjoymeént, is wantonly: consumed
by fanatic ignorance; and murders, in spite of the law, and by
the law, are committed, to revenge the.alleged injustice of the
parties on. each other. . Such is the state to which society is
reduced under the depressing competition for low wages.
‘When. thése counteracting measures of violence are not piir~

sued by the productive laborers to counteract the legal rob-. .

beries and violence of the selfish- and short-sighted employers,:
the laborers of a community sink into listless: wretchedngss’
and industry and prosperity are banished, with the. freedom‘of
exertion and of competition that are’ nécessary for theii deves
lopment. P I
: 1t isevident then that the depressing competition of laborers:
for lowness of wages, whether 1t ends in the annihilation of all
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hope. and. exettion, or. in the establishment of countei-com~
binations and mutual rancour and violence between the labor~
ers: and -employers, is almost equally fatal to the hope of ac=
cumulating capital, - The laborers look with an evil eye on
the accumulations of the capitalist; the capitalists survey with
Jjealousy the savirigs of the poor. The competition of low wages
or decreased remuneration, is as unfriendly to the accumula-
tion.of capital, as the exhilarating competition for incressed
remuneration, by means.of increased and superior productions,
isfavorable to it.. An equal and uniform regard to the natural
laws of distribution, < free labor; entire use of its produets, and
voluntary exchanges,” will, alone, ensure the greatest accumu~
lation, as well as'the greatest production of wealth, by uplold-
ing every where the exhilarating to the exclusion of the' de~
pressing, competition for wages. So natural is the presump-:
tion in favor of the tendency of excessive wealth to accumulate’
capital beyond the tendency to the same effect of the natural:
laws of distribution, as well from the more glaring - effect of
large, though thinly scattered, masses on the eye; as from the
sympathy .of all the aspirants to wealth in favor of the énvied
holders of these:large masses; that too much care cannot be:
taken to counteract, by exposing, so very common and so very:
pernicious.an error. . Hence the reason for the length of the’
preceding observations.... .- - . Con e
- There are.other benefits of an:economical natare, arising’
from the operation of the natural laws of distribution, to which:
we.can now only refer, as they will come before us on'a {Zztulje
occasion; -such as -their- tendency to produce in the greatest:
abundance all worksof magnificent, as well as of unostentatious, -
public utility, and. to call forth the efforts of genius.in the fine:
arts, connected with utility, to the exclusion of what is useless
or-devoted tothe selfishness of private luxury. - Letus now-
hasten to consider a few of the moral effects resulting to a com*
munity from following the natural laws of distribution, =~ =
+The' great and:paramount-moral  blessing, :consequent on:
equal security, produced by the natural laws of distribution, is,”
“ that. excessive poverty and excessive wealth being removed, from
societyy the peculiar vices of Tuxury and wantwould almost cedse
The vices. of the very-poor and:the vices of the-very:rich, mu-~:
tually productive of ‘each other, and necessarily generated. by*
the circumstances surrounding each of the classes, are the great
moral sources of human misery., The middling ‘class, those’
who. are.above-want and not exposed to lukury,-aré compara~
tively, and many of them absolutely, moral, commanding their.
own:passions; and-endeavouring-to diffiise happiness ar¢tind:
them. - * If the middling classes-are noty in-most communities,:
s 2
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as perfect as the theory of their situation would make them,
the reason is, that they live in the midst of, and of course ex~
posed to, the contaminating atmosphere and the touch of the.
vices. of both poor and rich. -The rich above, and the poor
below, ' court their imitation of heterogeneous follies "and

vices; and’ having themselves, in common with all the rich, at:

- longer or shorter intervals, necessarily sprung from the poor,

many of them have been educated more or less in their
* peculiar vices. . Hence we should form but a very inadequate
notion of what men, similarly circumstanced as to wealth with
the present middling orders, would be, under the influence of
equal security, by comparing them with'the present middling
orders of any existing community. = And yet, from the mere
circumstance of an approach to equality in their condition—
that. equality brought abiout and maintained by their own con-
tinued exertions—they are justly spoken of as the class that

supplies the materials for whatever of commanding intellect,-

. attractive.virtue, and persevering activity, society can boast.

. ‘What was mentioned above as:to crimes,. may be repeated
here as to virtues and vices. Asmost of the crimes that deso-
late society have their origin in excessive inequality of wealth,
the greater part of them emanating from the continued or sud-
den pressure of poverty and wretchedness, so do most. of the
virtues and vices of men proceed from, the same source. ~All
“erimes are vices; that is to say, no actions ought fo- be declared
erimes by the law and marked out for punishment, which wére
not. vicious antecedently to the law, which were not productive
of preponderant mischief to society; and moreover, those vices
only, which are at the same time the most méschievous and the
punishment. of which, would not bring after it a train of -evils
_preponderating even over the mischief of the; vices, ought:to

be erected ‘into. crimes. . Thus.necessarily limited, we see:at .
once how: imipotent the mere restraints of law: are, to generate -

a virtuous, community. - Very few are the actions which it can
regulate. . By attempting too much, by its eternal restraints,
it has hitherto. done more to perpetuate ‘poverty; -vice,.and-
wretchedness amongst mankind, than toproduce good. Hence-
forward, guided by the best wisdom of the age and nation, con-
- tinually .1mproving, and therefore changing,-like the other
sciences, directed. to the impartial production of happiness,
under the.system of represéntation, it will become the benefi-
cent guardian of every blessing, rather than the stern avenger
of crime, the jailer of exclusive privileges and usurpations.
" How should the wretchedly poor be virtuous ? 'Who cares

shout them ?. . What character have th%to lose?: Whathold: -

has public-opinion on their. actions ? . What care tiey for the.

S
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delicate pleasures of reputation, who- are tormented by the
gnawings of absolute want? How should they respect the
property or rights of others, who have none of their own to
beget a sympathy for those who suffer by their privation?
How can they feel for others’ woes, for -others’ passing‘light .
complaints, who are tormented by their own substantial mi-
series? The mere mention of the trivial inconveniences of
others, insults and excites the indignation, instead of call-mg
forth their complacent sympathies. Cut off from the decencies,
the comforts, the necessaries of life,' want begets ferocity. - 1f
they turn round, they find many in the same situation with
themselves, partaking of their feelings of isolation from kindly
sympathies with the happy. They become a public to each .
other, a public of suffering, of discontent and ignorance: they
form a public opinion of their own, in conternpt of the piblic
opinion of the rich; whom and their laws they look upon as
tlge result of force alone. - If superstition lend its hypocritical
voice to lull or frighten them into a belief-that such things
ought to be, it succeeds only at the expense of every active and
intelligent principle of human nature; and all hope.of amend-
ment dies with the loss of the feeling of wrong. In the prac~
tice of falsehood and dishonesty towards the rich, the wretched
keep each other in countenance; and the Zabit of falsehcod
and- dishonesty once formed, they are practised indiscriminates
ly ‘whenever the slightest motive of gain presents itself. They
feel the physical pains of want, they see the rich indulging in
sensuality. Mere sensual enjoyment they look upon as the end
of life, restraint as the most drivelling of follies. - Intempérance
and excess, as often as they have the means, are-greedily in-
dulged in: why refrain when pleasure se seldom' comes?” ‘In-
voluntary restraint’ is the law of their existence and their mi-
sery: unbridled gratification the solace and oblivion- of their
woes. From whom are the wretehed: to-léarn the principles,
while they never see the practice, of morality? of respect for
the security of others? from their superiors? from the laws?.
The conduct of their superiors, the operations of the laws, have
been one practical lesson towards them, of force, of restraint,
of taking away without their consent, without any equivalent,
the fruits of*their labor. -Of what avail are words, or precepts,
orcommands, when opposed, whenbelied byexamplq? Therich
tesich the poor beneficence, by exacting, and turning to their
use, what the poor have earned by the-wearing down of their
badly-nourished muscular powers. 'In vain may the rich levy -
still further exactions on the poor, to enrich some of gheu' own
body for endeavouring to persuade’the poor that it is their
duty to submit to every exaction, to kiss meekly the rod of their
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supetiors, and to dread torments even-after death, if, while
they live, they dare to murmur or violate the security of their
masters. Such idle words and remote terrors, from such in-
terested lips, voluptuously enjoying the very things which they
. call worthless, but.which they have by heartless plunder. ob-
tained, may confuse and destroy the understanding of the poor,
and lrpbue them with the wretchedness of superstitious fear ;
but will never teach them humanity, justice, truth, or f’or.titudef
The jargon of theological doctrines may excite furious unso-
c1a1"§n1':1pacl}1es,4 bitter in exact proportion to the uselessness
and unintelligibility of such doctrines; but can never supply
motives to virtuous conduct. Motives arise from. things, from
surrounding circumstances, not from the idleness of words and
empty declamation. Words are only wuseful to convey and
impress g knowledge of these things 'and circumstances. If
these states of things do not exist, words are mere mockery.
To enforce their vain exhortations, well do these pampered
idle priests know, that the immediate terror of cruel punish=~
ment must be held out by the law in their support; and this
cryelty of the law tends still further to harden and to oot out
humanity from the minds of the people.

'In aﬂ points the reverse would be the morals of the indus-
trious producers of a community, who were taught from their
childhoed, not by vain. words, but by facts, respect for the se-
curity and comfort of others, by the undeviating respect paid
by the law and all around them to their own secﬁrity. -Enjoy-
ing the full produce of their labor, nothing being taken. from
them without & fair equivalent, they would respect the acquisi-
tions of others. Their wants satisfied, they would esteem it a
wrong that. ot;le‘rs;. should be distressed, and would' feel. it
syot_hmg to their injured fee]ings to relieve them. ~The tempta-
tions to. theft, to fraud, and lying, being removed, these vices
would not be necessary, and would not be practised. - There
would be no public opinion of suffering, to wage war against
the public opinion of the well-fed and the powerful. Vice would
find no .sy{npathy, beca_use it would be the interest of no one
to shelter it. Kindly feelings and beneficent conduct would
expand. . The-.s}?here of enjoyment, like the heat of the sun
would be multiplied a hundred fold by the reflections fr‘om'ﬂ‘le’

«<heerful hearts and smiling countenances of éncirclifxg happi-
ness. Virtue would consist in blessing and  being blessed ; and
;a[l vpluntary useless mortification. would be spuméd' as »’i‘ri‘sa-
nity. But as self-restraint is indispensable to realpermanent
happmgess, and as the interest of fanatics and hy'pdcrltes to'mis-
lead would be removed by the ceasing of their powerto plunder,

men, intent on happiness and on the greatest portions of happi:,
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ness throngh the wholé of their existence, would look anxiously

“into all the remotest consequences of their actions ; they would

investigate the effect on happiness of every hebit which they
might form, and would acquire such dispositions of fortitude,
self-command, and universal sympathy, as would render them
capable, and therefore deserving, of happiness in any possible
state.of existence. The absurdity of purchasing iappi'ness
hereafter by submitting to misery here, would be held in deri-
sion..., Industry, the daughter of equal security, the parent of
these and of almost eveéry good, supported by labor, and en-
lightened by knowledge, would be }161(1 in universal honor.
Not to labor, not to contribute to the .grand mass of human
weal, would become a matter of shame, of reproach: not to
be usefully employed, whether through,the mind or the hand,
in .the production of satisfactory equivalents for existence;
‘would be as disereditable—though in some cases. accumulated
wealth might render such labor not necessary to existence—
as it is now fashionable tolead a life of trifling vicious idleness,
Every active. talent, every research, every speculation tending
to usefulness, would be mursed intg life. Knowledge. of the
mind would be in demand,: as skill in, the hand, and all other
useful faculties. ‘Ease of circumstances would enable all to af-
ford an equivalent for the elements of knowledge by means of
education. Kuowledge would no longer he monopolized. to
support the power and wealth of a few, but would be diffused,
like.cheap cottons; as one of the means of happiness to all.
- Equal security being incompatible with excessive wealth, -
activity of mind and body being in honor, the. vices peculiar
to.wealth would almost disappear. . Heartless, impotent, un-
enjoying sensuality would be left without the materials for. its
wretched excesses. Temperance would be proved by the most
vulgar arithmetic, to be the means of adding an hundred fold,
both in intensity and duration, to all our pleasures, even morsl
or intellectual, as well as physical. No stupid admiration of.
mereglittering uselesstrappings of wealth, wouldbeseen; utility
wou‘lg be the touchstone of-every thing.. The excessive and vo- -
racious pursuit of wealth, as the mere means of influencing the
minds of others, without reference to its peculiar enjoyments;
would be deemed a-ridiculous disease; for its.powers ofiins
fluencing, alone, without appropriate moral or mental quali-
ties, would be gone. Pride, caprice, and oppression, would find
no congenial soil to take root, in the midst of a society of ac-
tive, intelligent, and independent men. Those of the rich, not
usefully employed from higher motives, would: be shamed into
some line of .active: emulation. . Their leisure time would be
devoted to preparing themselves for the high duties of legisla-
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tors, judges, teachers, or to extending the bounds of science or -

improving the processes of the arts: or, by the cheap perform-
‘ance of those honorable duties, requiring intellectual activity
alone, they would reduce to the lowest the expenses of govern~
ment and instruction. In adding, by way of experiment, ob-
servation, and experience, and Ey just comparisons and rea-
sonings on these data, to the bounds. of physical and moral
knowﬁadge, an endless field of exertion would be open to them;
and the number of the intelligent increasing every day in the

community, the stimulus in the wag' of respect, gratitude, and .
be eveﬁy day more intense .

admiration, for such services, woul
and efficient. Noz to be enlightened would become. disgrace-
“ful to the rich. Intellectual pleasures once enjoyed, the habit
of mental labor once acquired, the continuance of the pursuit
would become a want, and for its own sake one of the greatest
sources .of the happiness of life. Thus would that degree of
inequality, ‘which equal security would, under individual com-

petition; induce,: become instrumental in diffusing knowledge .

and.virtue through the community, instead of the vices which
excessive wealth, under insecurity, now engenders.

In such a state ofsociety, where the operation of law. would
be simply to restrain force and curb all attacks on security, in-
stead of‘be_comi_ng itself the habitual and most grievous oppres-
sory where no wealth was abstracted, no payments were made
by any but voluntary contributors, where no excessive wealth,
no enormous ppwers, nor any power without responsibility,
were given to the public administrators, where real duties de-
manding the exertion of active talent were attached to every

situation, instead of avain and corruptive pomp, where no means ..

were left: of lavishing the public power or.the public wealth on
favorites and connexions, what food would be left to nourish the
ambitious aspirations of any lover of mere power or splendor ?
When a great prize of mere power and luxury is set on high,

no doubt it will attract competitors ; and the community insti» -

tuting ssuch prizes.must expect to.be tormented with the pas-

sions which they excite, But when appropriate knowledge and .

activity are requisite for every situation, iese qualities, instead
of the' schemes of ambition, will be cultivated by those wha
aspire to them. 'To obtain the approbation and agmiration of
their -industrious and independent fellow-citizens, will be the
object of the lives of those who seek public émployment; for
on the suffrages of such men will the nomination to public em-
ployments divectly or indirectly depend. And are such a com-
mugity likely. to- be: dazzled by.the display of splendid vices,
by mere theatrical-exhibitions of oriental baubles, without use,
sparkling; stones:and- brilliant tissues ? Are such men likely -
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10 themselves to be made the instruments, the. tools, of
:?ﬁﬁt?igus plotters? 'What motive could be held out to them?
They are not starving; and the risk of punishment or ﬁven
disgrace would a thousand times outweigh any promised ope -
of pay or plunder. ‘They cannot be oppressed, while the pro-
ducts of their labor and the free use of their faculties are se-
cured to them by the laws. . Instead. of tools for such insane
projects, would not. the plotters dread-and find an enemy ll{n
every man whose rights or earnings they meditated to take
away by force? Ina community founded on security, follow=
ing ‘the natural laws of distribution, the mere exhibition }(1)1'
proposition of violence, on any occasion, would mark out the
object as infamous. - The very basis on which the community
rests, the foundation of: their- industry; the first ‘principle of
their morals, is voluntariness and satisfactory equivalents for

thing. . And amidst such men, will force be an instru- .-
f::g likeljgr to overawe or to-dazzle? . Will not the very name .-
" of.its employment be so odious, as to brand with the epithets
of-fools or madmen those ‘who dream of wielding it In-con- -
tempt of the overwhelming strength of all the community ?

Faction and -ambition must cease under the inﬂugnce of secu~
Tity, because the prizes of wealth and power, - without labor,

will not.exist to inflame. their cupidity, because they will be -

lanted in the public estimation by other pursuits, becanse
fvurlzlt)ched and ignor:*ant instruments will not be found: to wo.rkv
with ; -and because every individual of 2 happy community
would .feel himself personally interested to suppress. them.
These pernicious vices.arise from the competition of t}.lose who
absolutely enjoy the public plunder and oppression, with those

who wish to- seize upon them. Tal::e away th_g _terriﬁc and cor-
ruptive lures to fight for, and the vile competition between fac- .-
tion and ambition on the one hand, and despotisin and corrup- .
tion on the other, will naturally expire. But under 'the shield

'of the law, restraining falsehood and vialence, the energetic
display of opinion an discussion of truth would universally
prevail; and the necessary emulation of those who songht po-
litical importance, would be to enhghten and sway the public
opinion hy means-of reason, .instead of seeking ‘to overawe it
by force, ' ‘

A-view of the effects economical, political, and moral, arising-

more or less directly from undeviating adherence to the na-

tural laws of distribution, might be pursued at great length, .
an

as their operation includes affects almost the whole of hu-
man actions and institutions. .. Enough perhaps to have point-
ed out here their most obvious and striking. eﬁ'ect's. . Itds not
pretended, they would, remove vice, remove :crime, remove,
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moral misery, and thus take human associations or commu-
nities paradises of the poets; still less that they would remove
physical evils, any more than they could banish occasional
‘monstrous. productions of organization: . But they would re-
duce all these evils-to their lowest term, would render uncom-
‘mon and disreputable those vices which ‘are now supported
by circles of perverted: interests, would lay the basis for per~
manent arid ‘always -advancing ameliorations, would elevate
.the great mass of a community into industrious, intelligent,
moral, and happy beings, and would multiply inconceivably
the chances of superior.virtues and talents, to make.tributary
new portions of matter and energies of nature to-human en-
joyment, tending to raise man to a situation a thousand times
perhaps more elevated beyond what he now is, - than his pre~
sent state in civilized life- surpasses. that of the wretched sa-
vages living on the raw fish of the shores of New Holland, or
in New Zealand devouring each other. . o
One cheering circumstance above all, attends the improve-
ments in hitman affairs brought about by the just, or what we
have’ called: the natural, in opposition to the forced or facti-
tious,  distribution of wealth., Whatever advance is made must
be permanent ; -there can be nio retrograde movements to.po-
verty, vice, and degradation, . The change being founded on
the interest of" the individual members of the community, not
on enthusiasm, -force, - or terror; .and the natural laws:of :dis-
tribution once in operation ensuring ~their ‘own preservation,
there can be no fear of losing the benefits gained. : Hitherto,
by neglécting ‘this enduring basis. of social - institutions, -the
establishment ‘of . partial good has-been but temporary: : The
factitious distribution of property: has created. interests, - has-

.put into activity power and influence, in opposition to -the

public happiness; while the perverseness of man, .and similar
childish"fancies, have -been put forth, as causes of those.ca-
tastrophes, “which - were ' owing ' to- nothing but the want ‘of
knowledge and wisdom in' the framers .of the ‘institutions.
Without the aid -of-excessive wealth, :without excesgive in=
equality of distribution and the arrangentents:thence ensuing,
it is impossible that aristocracy. and despotism: should exist :
their naked deformity and undisguised absurdity would be an
effectual antidote, amongst civilized communities, to their es-

-tablishment. - ‘Without the natural distribution. of “wealth,

without the greatest possible equality. of wealth ‘eonsistent with
security, it is impossible that representative institutions should

long continue, ~Ancient legislators, aware of this truth, but

tiot knowing the natural means of inducing, without force and
by means of equal security, that basis'of “equality which they
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wished, ‘adopted the strange and tremendous error of ‘insti-
tuting forcéd equality, of founding liberty on'slavery, industry

- on eternal violations of security, the happiness of the citizens

o the subjection or degradation of all exclided from that
title. ' Such - heterogeneous elements necessarily produced
eternal éonflicts; 'The ‘representative system, the inevita-

‘ble consequence of the establishment of equal security, was

unknown. 'The secret of sharing with millions the bless-
ings of self-government, and thus elevating «ll.to an equality
of happiness with the favored freemen of a few cities, was by

. human: wit-undiscovered. So intimately connected and de-

pendent on' each other are these two' great” blessings,: 'equaf
security and representative or self-government, that the .es-
tablishment of the one negessarily includes that of the other:

' the penalty at all events-of not adopting the one,. is the loss

of the other. - Without equal security, representative govern-
ment cannot continue: without representative government,
security cannot. continue. -The principle of insecurity, in-
voluntariness, and plunder, is essential to monarqhy, aristo-
eracy, and any mixture of them : pure representative t%ovem-_
ment alone is “compatible with security. It is true, that de-
spotisms have soretimes supported themselves-on. their own
domains as they are-called, without levying almost any:impost
on the community, - But what ‘was "the original :seizing of
these domains but an attack-on secprity? what but contmu_ed
attacks on security the forced levying of the produce? - And,
though the government itself might chiefly subsist on the pro-
duce of these governmerit or national lands, on whatbut
lunder, arising from attacks on security, -cguld its agents,
its subordinates, -depend ? * Having power :wz_t]zqut_ r.esponszbz-‘
lity, were they even ever so independently rich, is it in human
nature not to"abuse, that is to say, not to use, that power for.
self-interest? This very independence -of a government,. ex-
isting without supplies from the community, is perhaps more
pernicious than even attacks on security : fhey may irritate to
resistance and. inquiry; but the oth_er, wearing: a show. _Qf
right, tends to perpetuate itself as a private possession... Such
was in part-the feudal ‘system, in which the-land being ﬁrsi;
usurped, the dominion of the humian beings on it was attached
to the dominion'over the land-itself.. . Men, like trees or-other
‘animals, were mere appendages of the soil; as they are now
“in'Russia. ~'Without *an abundant supply of the products. of
human labor whether coatse or refined,” according t6 the dif-
ferent stages of -civilization, ‘governors will not take the trou-
ble to govern. - The question’ is, Shall this sugfly be 'xliolun-,
tary ot forced, the greatest that can be extracted, or the least
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that isnecessary ?  If voluntary, it will be the least ; ifforced,
the greatest, except at: the extreme point where insecurity ab=
solutely destroys-its own resources. ‘
But to return : It is evident that the elements of subversio

would be wanting where that approach to an equality of eom-
forts prevailed, which the natural Jaws of distribution would
induce. ‘There would be no class of unemployed owners ‘of
immense portions of land or capital ; there would be no class

of wretched dependents or idle paupers ready to enlist them- -

selves: under the bammers of the ambitious rich; and there
would be no splendid prizes of monarchy or aristocracy to
fight for.. Improvements would bé permanent, because they
would contain within themselves, in the interests of all classes
of -the community, their own support, the .materials for their
continuance. But wherever absolute forced inequality, ' or
insecurity generating -inequality, is suffered to exist as a part
of any political arrangements aiming at permanent good, there
is an opposing evil principle, a counteracting source of mis-
chief established, which will either neutralize the good princi-

ple-or will overthrow it, if it be not itself expelled from the -

system, ' If we wish to preserve the human frame in the great-
est health for the greatest number of. years, we do not bégin
the process of preservation and happiness by inoculating Sm
body with a getm of the plague, or- by constraining with
ligatures the healthful play of any of the vessels: our first
objeet is to'remove all counteracting causes of disease. So
in the frame of society ; without the removal of all sources of
insecurity, the happiness of the community is ‘every moment
liable to the attacks of an internal self-consuniing - disease,
These removed, its progress is assured. - Anundeviating ad-
herence, therefore, to the natural laws of. distribution, upﬁold-
ing ‘the principle of equal security, will tend more than any

possible artificial arrangement to the accumulation of capital’: -

and- this is the great collateral effect, in an economical point
of view, fromthe principle of security, that it is equally ope-
rative. in increasing the accumulation of the useful progucts of
labor as it is in increasing their production.

It is time to notice an - objection which will be made to the -

laws of free labor and voluntary exchange ; .an objection how-
ever, which, it-will be seen, becomes another instance of their
useful operation. ‘ - N

+ % If acquisition, by means of free labor and voluntary ex-
changes,” it will be said, “be the sole’ useful, and therefore
the sole just and moral, title to the possession of the articles
of wealth, or property, what is to protect the actual possessors
of wealth, particularly of masses of hereditary land,: in. the en
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joyment. of their I%even‘ues ? 9"\’7V_ou'ld not such :principles un-
inge the rights of property?” . A L
l.u lele consgquencepfol}fowgig from these natural laws of dis-
tribution as to the absolute nullity. of original title, or right,
on the part of the acquirers by force or fraud,~by any means
but those of free labor or voluntary exchanges,—to the parcels
of lands, coins, or other commoditiqs v_vhlc ‘they or their de-'
scendants may possess, is admitted in its fullest extent; and-
this principle is. made the basis of all.future, as it. ought to-
have been of all past, acquisition. But such- concession dsito
the nullity of orsginal righ,. can'demd.ez nothing as to the ex-
pediency of upholding or interfering with the present,’the ac-
tual distribution. To support property acquired without forpe'
or fraud, the wiility of the acquisition is sufficient: novben_e-’
fits to society, as has been proved, «can at -all come in compe-
tition with tKose resulting from the protection of such-acquisi-
tions.By adhering to the simple,- natural rulgs of dlstrlbutxot.l.u
."To uphold these and the happiness resulting from them, -is

- society instituted, are, oroughty all laws to be made. This-

is the great moral, or useful right of property ; which is abave
all laws, founded on those 1’mive1:sal rules of justice,-to which
all laws, if just, mustbe subservient. "To speak of property
as the creature. of the law, is mere metaphor. As we!l might
man be called the creature of the law, because his actions are
regulated by it. ..Property, rightful property, is the creature
of labor. "To protect man and his rights, of which the. free
use and-disposal ‘of his labor and its products, is the chief,
all just laws were -made: by man. . ‘The mind.of man is the
parent of law, as his labor, is of property. Very small,. it is

- true,. is -that proportion of property, which in-the present-
state of ‘social- improvement as to physical knowledge and:
morality,” could exist, under the system _of .individual' com-.

*.petition,- without . the protection of laws. - But dad laws are ,‘
-as” destructive ‘to property as no laws at all.  Good: laws-
are one -of the modes, and the most efficient mode, of pre-
serving® property and-reghlating its enjoyment: but there
are two.cases, in which property might exist without' the-
aid'of law. ~First, where knowledge and private morals were
so improved, as to render unnecessary the punishments of law-
for its. support; next, where: private vigilance and- stren‘g?h'
protected -its own acquisitions. - But to.support property ac-
quired by force or fraud, by robberyon a larger or a smaller
scale, by any other means than those of labor, ‘skill, exchange:
for a satisfactory equivalent, or free gift, requiresa longet and:
more intricate process. . The wtility of ﬂzq actual ‘z?z:s'trzbugzon
.must in such cases be proved, in defect of -the utility of the
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original acquisition or original right. :It must be proved that_

~ all evils of insecurity arising from the original injustice of the.

acquisition, have ceased to exist; that such voluntary trans-
fers. have been niade,: such habits' formed, such expectations.
excited, amongst the present possessors, as more than to coun-
terbalance the extinguished evil of original injustice and.of
any other existing mischiefs which such possessions may cause.
to society. - Weare now speaking, not of rules to guide law-:
yers,. but: of the supreme.laws of morality. for the guidance.of
legislators. ' If the evils of the original injustice have ceased
to exist, -if no peculiar- injury. is’ caused -to the structure or.

frame of society or.social institutions, by these masses of pro-: -

perty more than by others, the right to the enjoyment of them

- ought to be equally upheld by society. ~ But as'it is impossi-

ble that enormous masses.of wealth could have .been got to-
gether and perpetuated by.individuals without the aid of law;.
or of 'vicious institutions made and perpetuated, whether by
law or-custom, supporting force or fraud ; it becomes the im-
perative ‘duty of every community to root out.of their laws:
and institutions whatever may have this injurious tendency,.
interfering with the natural laws of distribution. . For any loss.
arising from the simple withdrawing. of protection to-force or.
fraud, no compensation should be made, any more than for.
the abolition of the right of the few to assault. the many;. be-~.
catise no compensation could be given by the. community-with .
out preponderant mischief, without increasing excessive wealth.
and its pernicious influence, and without continuing under:
another name 'the previous robbery of the community, out of:
whose future labor alone the compensation could come. . Were;
the strict rules of equal justice foilowed, compensation should.
rather-be made to the injured - for passed wrong:.but as the.

very magnitude of the wrong would make that impossible, . .
and. as the demand would ‘Jead. only to the perpetuating of -

malignant passions, it is more useful, and therefore.more just,.
to forget the past, except as a guide to the future. - In the.
same way, in the case of slavery, where the majority of the
population consisted of slaves, compensation, except to a very.-
small amotnt; could not be given to the-owners, as it could-

only come out of the labor of the slaves and the:slaye-owners . -

compensatirig- one another would be but a.childish operation.
Where thie slaves: are ‘but' few, ‘as in Columbia, -or where: a,
nest of slave-ovners is connected with & large community, as

in ‘the United. States of America;- there it would be generous:,
and wise-in the free citizens to contribute, by means of a tax.
or“otherwise, ‘a:fund, for ‘a:moderate compensation . to-the;
slave-gwners, to:remove the ‘moval”pollution: from: amongst:
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them. The compensation should come from the other citizens,
the freemen, the community and legislature, who liad author~
ized and upheld the wrong; and not from the slaves, who had
been its victims. To zkem indeed would the greatest compen-
sation be due for past wrong—if justice were done. In En-
gland, the tax on West India produce, particularly on sugar,
ought to be devoted to the sole ebject, exalted above all other
considerations, of purchasing, by lot, at a very moderate value,
not fixed by the owners, the emancipation of the slaves in the

“coloriial islands under her protection and real domination. -

" Instéad of an‘evil, then, to society, it is one of the greatést -
benefits, necessarily to arise from respecting the natural laws

of distribution, ‘that they unveil the true and only useful right.
and title to property, and compel those whose original claim
is deficient, to show that the further support of it by law is’
not incompatible with the happiness of the community in which
it.prevails. The possessors of such property, rehe.\'fed ‘f:rom’
the- supposed necessity of advocating violence as identified

* with their own importance, will be more inclined to resign’

their admiration ‘of mere force as an instrument of c¢ontroul,
and to cultivate: the arts of reason and persuasion; thus re-
signing one of the most ungracious features of excessive wealth,




CHAPTER A

ON THE ACQUISITION AND DIFFUSION OF KNOWLEDGE, AS.ONE
' OF THE MEANS OF INCREASING PRODUCTION AND. ENJOY-
. MENT, AND SECURING THE PERMANENCE OF THE NATURAL
" LAWS OF DISTRIBUTION.

HITHER’J‘O, in spesking of labor, we have always included
in’ that term the quantity of knowledge requisite for its direc-
tion. Without this knowledge, it would be no more than
brute force directed to no useful purpose. In whatever ‘pro-
portion- knowledge is possessed, whether in whole or.in
part, by the productive laborer,. or by him who directs :his-
labor, 1t is necessary in -order to make his labor productive
that -some person should possess it. . In the sub-divisions of
accipations and of labor itself, it becomes at times so separated.
from labor in complicated society, that we must consider
it apart, in order to estimate its relation to the production of
wealth and happiness, and to guard against the mischiefs to
which even this noble instrument has been perverted.

In the early and rude states of society, man has almost no-
thing to distribute. - Without knowledge of the qualities of
the §1ings around him and the useful purposes to which they

may be turned, without” knowledge of the laws of nature or
of those events which, under similar circumstarices, invariably
follow each other under the name of cause and effect, he has
not the " capability of producing wealth, though he may live
‘surrounded with all the rude materials which, in the hands of
knowledge and active skill, would abundantly supply the ai-
ticles of wealth and enjoyment. “Without a certain portion of
knowledge men cannot live; at least they cannot live in larget
numbers than the scanty produce of the chase, or fishing, or
of wild fruits or roots, disputed with: the lower animals, and
spread over a boundless tract of land, can'supply: and even
so to continue existence, requires as much knowledge as the
lower animals possess, or ra(t]her more, to make up for the de-
ficiency of strength in man. ‘To enable men to live in num-
bers, in society, they must either domesticate animals, if those
fit for the purpose are near them, or must learn the ait of
' raising ‘and protecting,’ by ‘inclosures or otherwise, the fruits
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of ‘the earth. - For either.of these purposes, knowledge is. re-
quired, to guide labor to production. "By:this first acquisition
of knowledge, man saves his race from wretchedness and per-
haps annihilation ; and with less labor, and less painful labor,
enjoys a happier existence. Food and shelter. are the two
great means of. comfort, as well as of existence, to man.
Shelter is stationary, as of huts or houses, oraccompanying
the person as clothes. As man suffers pain from varlous cir-
cumstances and incidents, he naturally endeavours to remove
them, or to obviate their effects: as he gets.the experience of
new means of enjoyment, he endeavours to secure, to perpe-
tuate, or to enlarge them. Hence his observation and invention
are.again called into activity, to devise the most durable and
agreeable modes . of supplying. his-food and shelter. . This
leads to further acquisition of knowledge, of the qualities and’
uses of bodies, called, when acting on an extended scale or with -
reat effect, the powers or energies of nature, as well as of
the.Jaws of nature. The mind that observes and devises, has
the laborious hand, supported by the muscular frame,. ready
to-give substantia] form and existence.to its conceptions. - Thus.
industry. is developed; supposing always ‘that . security. has
permitted. and sheltered its expansion. Besides the variety of
food:and modes of shelter, there are other. senses, those of
sight and hearing, through which, pleasure may be received by
the construction of articles. calculated to operate . pleasurably
upon them. = Peculiar, colours and. forms: and imitations of
things please .the . eye, and successions or . combinations..of
sounds the ear.. The desire.of pleasure from these sources
excites curiosity, leads to observation and experiment, and the.
secrets. of nature begin to be explored, for the sake. of lighter
and more delicate gratifications than the mere healthful pro-.
longing of life. ‘The utility of a discovery attracts the notice"
and interests the.feelings of all, particularly of the intelligent
of the community, and renders them kindly. disposed and in-
clined to serve as well as.to admire the inventor. . The:mere,
exercise of the.mind, in_ observing, judging, and inventing,
rewarded at times by success, becomes itseTf habitnal, and’a’
source of most interesting enjoyment. The utility of all real
knowledge, (of the qualities and uses of things and of the laws
of nature as ascertained by.experience,)the pleasure of . repu-
tatioh; and of the mere pursuit itsélf, uniting together with
the progression of. events, render at lénéth‘the acquisition of
knowledge desirable for its own sake. .Knowledge becomes a
source of power. - Inquiry is- directed ‘into the effects of men’s
conduct on each other and themselves ;. rules.of morals and
legislation are laid down ; and the opérations of the intellectual
T N
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faculty itself come to be investigated. The man of knowledge

* and the’ productive laborer come to be widely divided from

each other : and knowledge, instead of remaining the hand-
maid of labor in the hand of the laborer to increase his pro-
ductive powers, ‘to guide its distribution so as to raise to the
highest its capacity of giving enjoyment, - has almost every
where arrayed itself against labor, not only concealing -its
treasures from the laborers, but systematically deluding and
leading them astray, in order to render their muscular powers
entirely mechanical and obedient. It could not be expected;
while these multifarious branches of knowledge were be-
ing acquired by man, setting out from the post of mere belp~

less ignovance, that he should have been able to raise himself

at once to the calm and lofty examination of the direction of
all these means of happiness, of all the propensities of the.
beings like himself surrounding him, to the production of the
greatest possible quantity of enjoyment for all. Individual
interests and casual sympathies aud antipathies produced the
first social combinations, and self-defence, rendered necessary
by insecurity, led to retaliation; and knowledge allied itself
with trained force to oppress, as-well as to delu e, the labori-
ous producers of wealth, The possessors of knowledge; and,

the possessors of force, sought every where, by the shortest .

and frequently by the clumsiest roads, to advance their own
individual - interests, without any refined or comprehensive
view of making the labor and faculties of others subordinate
totheirs. - From the operation .of every thing around them,:
they would naturally think ‘that the necessities of ‘man, like
those of other animals, made. it imperative on him to follow
the common practice of ¢ eat or be eaten,” of using his force
and knowledge for his own direct and exclusive well-being ;
urged by selfinterest, more or less modified, to increase that.
knowledge to reénder his force more efficient. : ’

- Knowledge being' such an instrument, so capable of being -
detached from labor, and opposed to it, it becomes necessary
tothis inquiry to trace its operation, and, if possible, so to order -
things, that its greatest development may not only be consist
ent. with ‘the wisest. distribution .of . wealth, but that they ma
mutually suppert and tend to increase éach other.

“There is a striking peculiarity, a striking felicit y-atfending
knowledge as a source of happiness, W%alth, tﬁe produce -

of labor, is mecessarily Hmited in-its supply: whatever may’

be its absolute quantity, the more thatone or & few members
of the community. possess, the less is left to . be: ‘distributed
amongst the remainder: the excessive wealth of the.one- class,
s the 1mmediate. cause 0f the exeessive poverty of the other:
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0 with the pleasures derived from. the acquisition, the
1\z:?;«:ssion, ‘and dgffusiOn of knowledge. The supply of ]'mqg—
edge is unlimited : the possession of an excessive quantity by
one individual, so far from being inconsistent w1t.h. \t.he,.poz-f
session of equal quantities by other individuals, facilitates V;‘Iﬁ :
leads the way to the possession of ec{u_al quantities by all. The
more it is diffused, the more it multiplies itself, and the moré
its enjoyment is increased by rr_nutu‘al communication. E\(eﬁy
aequisition to every individual, instead .of d1mm1;h1ngtht e
power to himself and others of fqtur‘e acquisitions, makes ehm .’
more easy and certain. The intelligent man, amongst the
ignorant, ‘can have nio- pleasures of communication and inter<

eourse: amongst the intelligent, his enjoyment is at the high<

est. The pleasures of acquired knowledge argincreased’, and
thie chances of its future extension multiplied in exact propot-
jon to its diffusion. - e
u& In the earlier stages of society, labor a.md» ]fnow]edge na~
turally accompany each other. The most xptelllgent becomes
the most industrious, to turn his knowledge to account. - The
perfection of civilization will reunite -labor and. l'cr'lpy&tledgg.
In the course of the progress from rudeness to civiliZation, it

was perhaps unavoidable, it was certainly quite natural, -thiat -

sor and knowledge should be widely separated: the pro-
};Sg:s 2?%9)301‘ b'ecafne' more varied and complicated, and re-
quired more of nicety and skill; the- progress of knowlec_]gs
embraced more objects, and required more time and-attentios
for its. acquisition, - Even labor and knowledge were -again
respectively subdivided into. minor departments, the-follow(elt
of the one frequently ignorant not only of the advances made
by the others, but.even of their existence. The processes for
diffusing knowledge, founded on an- acquaintance with the
mechanism of the mind ‘itself, and requiring a considerable
advanee and accumulation of facts before they could be sim-

_plified, -were necessarily-unknown. But the continued opera~

ion-of the same causes, that led to the gradgal development
gf? Izg‘wtysuﬁotdmate ‘branch of art and science, produced
finally the art'of aits and the seience of sciences, the science
of society, - of human -happiness, .or the social science; laying
down rules for art to practise, to educe, out of -all these 'df-f
tached ‘improvements of labor and knowl‘ed%f, the"'gregiigst
possible sum-of happiness for the whole of the co-operating
members of a community: In the’ earlier stages of society,
“labor and knowledge accompanied each other, because - they

were both simple and easily understood. In improved civili=

zatibiy, inder-the influenice of perfect security, they wxllagailln
re-unite; improved and mature, to'part no‘more, =bgcausevt e
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happiness of all demands it;. and because the very progress

and development of the social art has unfolded the means. . -

If notwithstanding the very partial manner in which se<
curity has. been any where enjoyed, if' notwithstanding the
long and dreary separation through almost the whole of the
past progress of mankind, of labor and knowledge, if not<
withstanding the absclute hostility carried on hitherto'bétween

- labor and know]edﬁe and labor and force, the progress of

both- industry and knowledge has been, particularly of-late

years that- restrictions have béen relaxed, and in proportion

‘to their relaxation, rapid and extensive; what bounds could
we ‘even in imagination set to this double progression of know-
ledge and industry, if impartial ‘security were universally
mamtained, and if labor and knowledge co-operated together
and cheered each other ? what other %oun’ds, than the éexist~
ence of our planet and species, under the same physical laws
that-have governed- them as far as history or tradition or. or~
ganic records extend ? ' : R
- This- intimate union between knowledge and labor, or in-

dustry; becomes the more indispensable, when we reflect on -

the great tendency of impartial security to. produce kappiness;
both * directly-and -indirectly, by the great- abundance - and
equality of wealth to which it leads. Men, it may be obsetved,
possessing the comforts and conveniences of life,- ahove -the’
sordid temptations to theft and falsehood, leariing: practically
and by imitation " both the arts of* life and ‘the -practice- of ‘so-

cial, domestic, and self-regarding’ duties, dctive'and happyin

the exetcise of their ‘avocations, in the ‘enjoyment of every:
innoeent. pleasure;- (i e. not accompanied or followed by pre-
ponderant evil,) and. inthe interchange and mutnal gratifica-
tion of kindly feelings, would . have little time or inclination
to seek for knowledge out ' of  their sphere, satisfied with-that
state of things, and not doubting its continuance, which se-
cured them so many blessings. -That great danger may:arise

tosecurity,and consequently to prodiction and happiness; from .
this over-confidence and contentment engendéred by-security .

itself, eannot be -disputed. ~ Whether.in times of ignorarce

-(though the physical sciences and-the arts of life might have
‘been. to a great -extent ‘successfully cultivated) securnity could

have maintained itself;-though- oncefortuitously established,
it-would be difficu]t to determine. - Perhaps the very establish-
ment of perfect and equal. secutity, presupposes such-an-ad-
vance in civilization, and social- science, -such ‘an ample: ex~
perience of the results of past- combinations, -that;the wvery

same wisdom. that establishes the matural laws:of distribution. -

will'mecessarily be able to obviate:all causes counteractingtheir
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_ continuance. . Perhaps, though the, fortuitous gstablishment of
the natural laws of ‘distribution might. be followed by over-

confidence, and neglect of that knowledge which is requisite
for their continuance, yet the deliberate establishment of these
same laws is necessarily followed by an always aspiring desire
of increasing happiness by means of knowledge, as.well as by
every other attainable means. Vil

-. Enough for the friend of human ‘happiness to k‘now_ that
such a source of danger to security exists: enough for him to
know, -that without the diffusion of kiowledge, not only of
each mechanical art to the artist, but.of moral and social know-
ledge 70 all,. the blessings of equal security will be constantly

‘in danger.  Enough for him to know that the diffusion of

knowledge is essential {0 the maintenance of the natural laws

of distribution, to ensure all his attention to so momentous a

subject. - He will not rest satisfied with the general assurance

_ that securi:iy. and ease and competition will call forth and re-
1

munerate all useful knowledge, but will point out the means
that must be adopted to secure to every member of the com-
munity. that degree of social information which is essential to
the maintenance of the natural laws of distribution, on w,h}ch
the. happiness of every community must. depend. . The im-
portant interests of mankind are no longerto be left to the
fortuitous march of events; to the forbearance of the power-
ful or the knowing;. but must be supported by the knowledge
as well as the Zabits of the great mass. of the individual mem-
bers. of every community. In their own keeping alone, ‘can
their destiny be securely placed. , When thus guarded, the im-
possibility of disturbing it, and substituting " sinister interests
for the general good, will be so apparent, that the project will
no more occur to any sane being of attempting it, than.of at-
tempting to impede the operation of the physical laws of na-
ture, as of the sun in ripening the fruits of the earth. As-
suredly the community that is wise enou h to establish,, from

_a conviction of their utility, the natural laws of distribution,

will also be wise enough ‘to" diffuse and perpetuate, through
all its members, that knowledge, which is essential to its sup-

port. "~ Let us see what the means are by which this is to be
. accomplished; and what are- the gffécss to be expected from

knowledge, on the production and distribution of wealth and
on the happiness thence resulting. ‘We may observe as to
the effects of knowledge, or the.modes in which it would ope-
rate, that it is in three ways intimately connected with. our.
subject.

rendering labor more productive in quanti;y, or: quali-

It devises the means of constantly.improving, the arts, '
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tyy of its productions, or in both,: and thus indefinitely
J.ncreasx‘ngiv wealth.as a means of enjoyment. :

It indefinitely increases the enjoyment to be derived from

l“.hes‘e~ materials of wealth, by teaching. the effects -of

food,” air, heat, &c., on our bodies, and the mutual

effects of the actions and passions of ourselves :and

others on each other and ourselves, ensuring the prac=

tice of ‘prudence, . comprehending self-restraint, forti-

tude, - and benevolence. ‘

It keeps the blessings of equal security from the natural

- laws of distribution. constantly under the mental “con-
-templation of the members of the community, and thus
rende;'s any retro ade movement to insecurity, misery.

& ha‘nd wt‘if’ impossl lg‘ : g

uch are the certain effects of knowledge:as it :

wealth. - No one will probably contend that ki%:wled :e(;.?f;ilss:g
amongst the members of a commimity living under the natural
laws of distribution; would produce any other effects. than
t_hese, or to tl}‘e exclusion of these. - We.come then to the

means by which this desirable distribution of knowlege, ‘as -
v‘;)ellas of wealth, is to be accomplished. There are three
, ;)nt iﬁ)tliles‘s Il?gvdvgas,re(.)f dlﬂ'us?ng knowledge, .c_onstituted as pomq
. The first is by means of institutions ; which form that state

of thirigs and of action surrounding individuals, begetting thigir

]za{)I'z‘if and thg -i.-nﬁi:‘mation cornected with-them, = . ..

.- 1he:second is by means of writings, or discourses, private.

?}feg:&%lc, addressed to the adult popz{latwn or any portion

The third is by means of education, addressed almost ex-

clusively to the young.

SECTION 2.

Of social institutions, as one gf the means of diffusing or s’u‘p—v
. pressing knowledge. ‘

Or all the means of diffusing useful knowledge, that w ich

effects it by' dqmes-tic, pblitic%],f or other 'sociglains;:uygil;ﬁl

Whgn thqsq institutions are founded on reason and truth; is th:;

most Certain in its operation, and thejmos‘t‘pennénér‘ié.‘- As

far as it goes, it is the most comiplete instrument, ‘preserving v
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itself by its own operation: but its operation. has been hitherto
very limited as to extent of knowledge : more frequently, in=
deed, it has served to corrupt, to extingnish, or to 'shut out
knowledge from the 1;])roduct.ive and useful members of a com-
munity. Under the head of institutions are comprehended all
the tactics and operations of domestic; religious, and political
establishments, all the circumstances and. states of things aris-
ing from these, by which men are sirrounded, and in the midst
of which they have been brought up and live; reading and
writing, and what is commonly called education in its limited
sense, being excluded. Let an English child be sent, at.a

year old, to Turkey, and a child of the same age from Egypt,

or Asia Minor, to England. The young Mussulman, onbeing
settled in an Endish?ami]y, becomes pledged by a couple of
persons calling themselves its god-father and gog-mother, on
going through a simple ceremony, to think in a certain man-
ner; without doubt or inquiry, on. certain subjects deemed of
paramount importanceé to its happiness. No matter that rea=
son says, the more important the subject, the more impartial
ought to be the inquiry, because the greater the evil of a. false
‘udwement. - No matter that the shades of the future opinions
of the child must depend, like the color of its clothes, on the

“particular family into which it may be introduced. . All sects

agree in nothing but in exercising thesé iniquitous and tyiran-
nical restraints over the minds of children, extending to their
minds that insecutity which is reserved in so.many ways for
thie physical exertions of their bodily powers. Thus gagged to
mental imbecility, from the multifarious relations which these
dogmas of uninquiring faith put forth to, all surrounding ob=
jects, fearless curiosity, the parent of all knowledge; is repress-
ed, as something vicious. ~The young Turk mingles with all
the daily household scenes of the family with which it lives.
1t imitates the actions, it acquires the sentiments, by degrees
it joins in the occupations, of those aroundit. ‘Whatever know-
ledge is required in the practice of the arts which it is taught,
it becomes possessed of; and this knowledge, thus daily learnt
and practised, and combined with so many associations, . hé-
comes fixed and indelible. - - Habits of activity, of industry, of
cleanliness, of truth, of temperance, of sobriety, of honesty, of
mutual kindness,—or the reverse of all these,~are formed by.
imitation,.and by the influence of the opinion, leading to the.
good orill offices, of thoseé around it. - These habits; renewed
every day, grow up with thechild and form a part of itself, its
character: imitationand sympathyform them withoutany direct

instruction. Theconductand opinions, again, of thosearoundit;

ate necessitated chiefly by the comfort or wretchedness in which
they live, arising from the wise or.unwise distribution of wealth.
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‘Whatever knowledge beyond what was essential to its occu-
pations, 1ts associates possessed, would, in whole or in part,
be-acquired by means of conversation, induced by accidental
circumstances, as curiosity sought, and as good-nature and a
capacity to communicate might prevail amongst those who
were possessed of the knowledge. Whatever places of worship
its ‘g.uar‘dians frequented, ‘it would- frequent: whatever cere-
monies_or forms of a religious, legal, or social nature it wit-
nessed habitually, would operate on its mind, in common with
those of its associates. The rewards and punishments, private
or legal, would operate variously on its mind, as'mildness or
barbarity prevailed. Again, according to the different station
in life.in which it was brought up, it would assume a peculisrity

of ‘character, from peculiarity of situation and circumstances.

As it grew up,. it would share, if a-man, in all the political com-
binations which its station, under the arbitrary regulations of
society, permitted. If a woman, it would be condemned almost
every where to eternal, childhood, and inequality of almost all
rights and-enjoyments of body and mind. " He, then, we shall
.suppose, would be initiated into corporation mysteries, freehold
rights, .and the varied forms of elections, real or pretended,
of the Biitish system of government. As a juryman; perhaps
aclient, an élector, he would act, and learn by acting, the play
of these legal or constitutional social machines: . his' political
“character would be formed by them; and he would judge of
tl}e:lr utility according to his. interests, -his intellectual capa~-
‘bility, and the degree of information he possessed, Thus would
t}.le. sentiments, the ‘habits;, and the knowledge ;of the Christian
' citizeni. of Britain -be acquired: by the transplanted infant .of
Mahometanism, . simply by the operation of the surrounding
-énstitutions, without any education of books when yoﬁng,'vorrof
discourses, oral .or written, ‘when advanced to. manlicod; > -+
.. The young Christian transported “to Turkey, ‘would, &y
similar process, become as certainly a. sincere follower: .of the
last and greatest of the Prophets, as the young Mussulian had

become the disciple of-Jesus and of Christian establishments. .

He would be exposed to the influence of Tirkish institutions:
and thiough, perhaps, no god-fathers.or god-mothers would go.
- through “;Txe ceremony of engaging with the sprinkling of water,.
thit his mind should, under the restraint of - brutal force and.
terror, be compelled to believe on trust, and without inquiry,
all the dogmas of the Mutftis, yet would. the influence of cir-
cumstances: cause the effect to. tske‘

hundred sponsors had made the deliberate:and: vicious immo-
lation of human reason. T%ereis but one God, would resound
‘on-all sides; and with this would:be associated an undefined
hotror of those monsters who worshipped three gods, or di-.

place, as certainly.as if a -
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vided or compounded the divine nature; as if it could in any
way affect the happiness of the author.of nature, or could be
to him any thing but a matter of indifférence, how his creatures
speculated as to his essence or attributes! asif he could not, and
would not, as a:benevolent being; infuse in them right notions
on this point, if more necessary to their happiness, than any
other truths, physical or moral, the discovering of which brings
with it its own reward, by the additional méans of happi-
ness which it unfolds! No matter : it is necessary to. the.in~
terest of the priests, if not of their dupes, that these dogmas
should be deemed of more importance than the world’s wealth:
how else could they succeed in monopolizing this wealth; or
such immense portions of it, to themselves? Thus initiated.as
soon as it can articulate, the young transported Christian par-

" takes of the meals, observes the ceremonies, witnesses and joins

in the daily pursuits of the. family .with which it lives. . Its
opinions are formed by those of its elders around. Whatever
it-sees done, it imitates; whatever is thought right to be done
by.others, is by it also; the most helpless and ignorant, thought
right to be done.. It mingles in the pursuits, it-shares in the
pleasures, it participates in the sympathies of its associates.
Are they easy in. their circumstances, though surrounded with
a race of wretchedness, whether Turkish or Christian? THe
imbibes their notions of superiority, their contempt for labor,
their love of the empire of force, and their undoubted convic-
tion that slaves,. particularly Christian slaves, ought.to spend
lives of toil to promote the pleasures of their Turﬁish.masters.
He and his connexions, living at their ease, would be:envied

- and probably preyed upon by a wretched population: alienated

from the people: by their wretchedness, hewould still further,
perhaps, learn to hate them for their vices of dishonesty, and
of falsehood to promote the purposes of dishonesty, the neces-
sary consequence of their wretchedness; and his tyrannical

" conduct, violating at every step their security, would still fur-

ther tend to perpetuate their vices with their miseries.. No
voice of a scrutinizing and benevolent philosophy would whis-
per: to the young Ma‘qumetanized Christian, that all these vices
of: the poor- were necessarily produced by the wrétchedness
caused by the:insecurity in which they lived, and that as long
as the fraits of their labor were taken from them without satis-
factory equivalents, their vices must continue,. and must be in~
creased; by the alienation, contempt, and ill offices, of the
-morée wealthy.. *The young Mussulman  sees what is called
justice arbitrarily administered; and. always in the habit of-
witnessing the giving. of presents.to propitiate the judge, he
never doubts the propriety, or inquires into the effects, of these
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presents, any more ‘than-the uneducated Briton does into the
similar effects of law-taxes and expenses in Britain,' Justice,
therefore, is always made subservient to interest, and is never
tightly administered but when no sinister interest-happens to
interfere : and this too, the young Mussulman learns from all
around, is the undoubted and rightful prerogative .of power:
No forms but those of religion,—whose chief object is to make
him. believe  that every thing is just as it'ought to be,~no es-
tablishments,” social of political, demand his ‘co-operation; at
the-same time to assist in and to leari the Tegulation of their
motions : no juries, no elections, excite his Jjudgement, his acti-
vity;"and :thus' give him an interest in the play and preserva-
tion-of the political machine, * Adulation, ‘cunning, ferocious
eourage; are the qualities, mixed invarious proportions, which
}plrocui‘e a-delegation of power from those who possess dt.in'a
igher degree,” whenever ‘mere caprice ‘is notithe sole distii-
butor. -He sees no responsibility on the part of those intrusted
with power: he contracts the notion, ‘that irresponsibility to~
‘wards those over whom it is éxercised isa necessary append-
age of power ; and force soon constitutes right in his'mind. - In
order to obtain the sympathy and the services of those around
him, he must put on the qualities in demand, virtuous or vi-
eious, of his associates: unknown to-himself;" he ‘adopts ‘them,
and becomes the creature of his situation. From'such & cotmn.
munity,-~with security, industry would be'banished. Respon-
sibility and equal justice unknown, the young Mussulman feels
no' check-to the exercise of every impetuous’ passion”.as years
develop them within him: he imitates in this respect his asso~
ciates; and, with the scymetar and the turban, he puts onthe.
ignorance, the ferocity, and the whole character of the Turk.
- We may suppose & third case. - Suppose a child, no matter
“whether C _ristian,’Turk,‘ or prematurely devoted to the Grand
Lama #, to be introduced into a community of rational beirigs
living under. the influence.of equal ‘security. * He sees every
person enjoying the produce of his labor : he sees nothing
taken from any person withouta satisfactory equivalent: He
is thus imbued, as his life. lengthens yedr by year, with the
first principles of justice: he is taught an industrious employ-
ment; he respects industry, he respects peaceful labor, becduse

- * The differerice between their system and that most approved in Europe
is, that whereas with us God ‘came down to this planet and:lived for a Jew
years, say30to 50, ina man; with them God is now living constantly in a man,
and when the one man dies, he changes his abode to his successor, to afford’
to'the pious; & constant visible example of the divine virtues—-seclsion, in-
dolenﬁeidand ignorance~~in a shape riot too bright for human fajthful eyes
to behold. S ) : ’
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he sees them practised and respected on account of ~th§ benf-
fits they produce. - Every one around hlgl ﬁm@fes; ndofl‘;elzey
speaks truit the motives to dishonesty and false-
and speaks triith, because the oty
o ate removed;. from the easy mode o sfying want
}r;:‘)ea;ns of industri:)us pursuits ; fal;g]l.qod bein, mereg asn
auxiliary viee to facilitate ugjlt)ist ﬁc‘qmsmqpa. i Eénse; . :i i
( i i those aroufr , he: ‘
the order, the skill, practised by th ¢ v s d
: e p: all the of the family, an
imitates. = He partakes of all the feelings family, an
}erlil;tzssi?)ciates w%th whom he lives: but as all forc_:g is e:sclud.ed,
and ' voluntariness is Tequisite in’ every- transaction’ respecting

the objects of wealth, so—naturally and necessaril ——is the -

inci to’ ‘operation of the ' mind.
sme principle extended to”every Operation of % nind.
'?‘Ei::g% he garticipanes, therefore, in the feelirigs of chla;‘sl; he
alsd learns by degrees tozjudge of '}helél ;l thiat is tﬁ) sag, oTth‘ :;z
C s o of induleinie in then, -
ropriety, and the consequences ot Indulgiigin then e
iF; r‘xlg .cla};,s of men interested, by forced al stracmolnpf tl}ale Rzzl
ducts of labor, to force his judgéments, on moral o; physi
things, into a particular diréction, in contempt of inquiry.

. While curiosity is called forth and gratified by the animated

scene around ; credulity, as the source of pre01p}11t.at19n §n~ z{'
practical error, is repressed. To believe any t 135, p ym:k 1
or moral, without approp}rliate .:;avlldanc:‘,) 1][sn 1;:0 aix:fl.e a]a:,; aﬁ‘v"c?) k-
s; nay a vice; inasmuch as it leads hief. ‘In a
;ln?.srr;ity forinded on secutity, a good reason c(sﬁ] b:a %m:ﬁ ;";)[1-'
every thing: inquiry, therefore; will be boun hqss, i v;'v Lex-
tend toevery subjéct; and as truth means p{)@ ing mo r?l than
seeing things ahdl'{the'ii“ relatlorlts as e;‘?liay tx_'ﬁ:l 1{11 al,fg, :lr;&c; der 10
1 ‘he make them most useiul, : lef
']v{v?t(;xziﬂ:ogagomust choose, on the evidence before it, tohapr Whl??
it ought to choose; that which seems most true. lg‘ pg}t)}ll é
living amongst those whose wants are gratl_ﬁe%,‘ to W omle h
sight of distress i§ painful, and who'are possessed, rﬁo;gtorfwzﬁ:
of the means of removing or all‘e‘_natmg it, isin the ha ;ho it
nessing acts of kindness, of gratitude, of devoted glt_tac xlpgn»:
hissympathies are excited; he feels thepleasuresof enfvo -e-lff::’
he is formed, with as little t’-rouble, to virtue, as a s .ayfeﬁbtho
treachery. ~As he'grows up, he is called to partézﬁ(e ina | ii
institations, political, judicial, ad{rxln1§trat_1§7e,_ qf ’e‘c.omxz& 1;1‘:1 -
;. These call forth the exercise of l;ls .fetcultllvles ; an 4
power they give him, and his mode of exe}'clsm?g them, ren I—;Z'
him-to himself, as well asto others, a'nAo!aJecF o reslpect. e
feels the force; he paitakes in the award_x_ng;- of ;t:lub ic oﬁm(zio f‘
1t becomes & new incentive to the practice of in pstry} an d o
every thing deemed reputable. To whatever line of ac z}\;e’
exertion, whether intellectual, or'in th‘e‘vyay_of the fine l:]l‘t u'de
mote useful arts,"accidental circumstances or peculiar aptitude
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a part. - The judging of what had.in all these. respects been
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may lead him, he devotes his pleased attention, supported by the
universal activity: around, by the disreputableness of idleness,
by the happiness of useful ‘activity, and by the elevating ap-
probation of an intelligent and virtuous community. The re-
ward of public esteem, public admiration, and public honor,
developed by free competition to its greatest efficiency, would
call forth and reward, in whole or .in part, numberless exer-~
tions in producing master-pieces of the arts, in advancing and

various other political offices; for the development of which,
as of every thing, a;mere sordid pecuniary payment is now de-
pended on, Living in such a community, where the influence
of 'mere wealth was reduced, from the equality of fortunes, to

. its'lowest level,. where public opinion became the substitute for .

the influence of wealth, and where talents and virtues were the-
essential means of attaining public approbation, who shall limit

the excellence to which the pupil of such a state of thin s,'do-
- mestic-and. political, may attain, in whatever pursuit he fol-

lows? Maust not his life in such a community be as usefil as
happy? Can he._fail of ‘acquiring at the same time usefal in-
formation and moral habits ? In a community where the laws
or the customs of the people assign to every individual a par-
ticular: occupation, -curiosity is useless, as every inclination
must bend to.the preconcerted arran gement : but, here, where
every pursuit is open to every individual, and where every one
is secure in the enjoyment of the whole fruit of his. exertions,
curiosity will necessarily be directed to every thing which may
be made useful to the individual ; and knowledge will be sought
for to enlighten the judgement on the choice of what so nearly
concerns the happiness as that of an occupation for life, ©
A person.brought up with that freedom from injurious, re~
straint which security implies, both as to mental and muscular
effort, would be prepared:to profit, at maturity, by those pub-
He institutions for the regulation of the common affairs of the
community, in which all the adult population would" as a
‘matter of course concur. .In the regulation of the affairs of
his own district, in the:regulation of nationa) affairs, he would
take a part. - In discussing these affairs, his judgement would
be enlarged ; with the enlargement of his Jjudgement his sym-
pathies would necessarily expand. His own individual good
would always be considered in connexion with and subordinate
to the general happiness: he would learn practically the rules
of justice. - Not only in legislative, but in judicial and ad-
ministrative matters, he would be called upon, as elector,, or
elected, or: in some other useful co-operating capacity, to take
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] 7 its’ i ‘his own interest,  the
done, would keep up, by:its’ relation to his ow A !
consffant excitement of activity.  No' stagnation of thought

er” oppress his leisure hours. - Whatever time and
;:1(::11'25‘: ‘;6uldp1}0)e spared from the pursuits of uséful industry
of mind or body, would be devoted to moral or phryswal in=
quiries connected with private or pu]?hc interest.. The exer=
tion -of mind necessary to enable him to take & share; with
that -aptitude which an improved public' opinion would de-
h]dnd, in the conducting of social institutions, would lead him

to more useful practical knowledge, than discourses and books

without end in the absence of such institutions calling forth

such'interests. - -

Such is the mode of cbnveying knowledge and f"-““,il!g'
character, by means of institutions alqne,_ without .any regu-
lar - preceptors, without any’ systematic instruction.: As: we-

find that errors of judgement, -antipathies, and vices-of con--

uct, formed inthis way until manhood, are, for the:most
gart,’;lindelible through 1)i,fe, thqugh opposed ‘by-‘the : clea;fest
demonstrations of reason .and -interest ; the %abit bein .once
formed and become a part of the agent-—we.must see the:ir-
1ﬁéi1,s,e'geiﬁcacy of. the. mere estabhsh_mq,nt'of the a})rxnclp_le;;qf
security in forming the characters, the intellectns and moral
habits, of a community. . But as all men:now living .have b_?en
bréught up under systems, moke or less flagrant, of insecutity;
and as so much sinister interest exists favoring this insecurity;
would the natural laws of distribution, .if once established, and

~if“in all branches of their legislation: and- conduct respected

by-any community, be self-sufficient? -adequate to their .own
égppo}x,'t? " Ou hg ;Jothing more to be done in the way. of dif-
fusiné; knowledge, by such a community, beyond the. establish=
such a state of, things. would present? . ER TSI

" By. the . governing: part of &:.commurity,: even yvhere secu-
f{ty prevailed, except at the immediate requisition of their

constituents, nothing more cught to be-done.. . By the intel-.

ligent membeérs themselves of the community a vast dgal-mq;e
6ught\t.o be done, and would in the present state of: informa-
tion be done, both in the diffusion of knowledge to_the adults,
and in the education, or training, :of the young. - The rea-
sons. are: these. .- The - free .inquiry. res-ultl ) fg from , security,
would always bring forth, -without any-interferenc

vernment, . whatever -useful knowledge was, possessed on any
interesting subject by any member. of the community, from
the desire of doing good, ‘of reputation,. of swaying the public

opinion;, of the love of truth, and, in many: cases, of pecuniary.

profit. - The interference of mere power. is g‘[yvays uncqnge{}i%l

ment of the facilities and inducements for gcqui}'ing its ‘which:

rence of the go-.
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to the interests of truth, which should stand on-its own merits
‘alone. 'When pretending to prop truth by its'authority, the
exercise of power creates a bias, a disturbance of mind; ne-
cessarily pernicious, -because not produced by any additional
evidence appropriate to the case, Inupholding equal security,
equal freedom of thought, of ‘expression, and of action, the

covernment-does:all that it can usefully do towards the en-
argement of the bounds.of knowledge, or itsdiffusion amongst
adults, Universities and colleges under govérnment: patronage
have been almost always seats of sinecures, idleness, exploded
errors, and: meére ‘tools to uphold whatever the ruling party
judged it expedient to :ghold. These are, no doubt, to be
regarded ‘as- means.‘chiefly calculated to direct:the minds of

the:young:: but they operate also-on the whele people, aswhat-

they teach;,” and not only so, but what they teach, as faught
by 'themselves; (no other teaching, though more effectually per-
formied, -of the very same doctrines, by any other hands, being
held. of any avail) is made a necessary passport: to tany of
the honors and- emoluments which the- state has t6-bestow.
Truth: is necessarily progressive, but these institutions are as
necessarily chained down to systems, seldom the best, but the
most useful to the governors, even at the age when they-are
established ; but always lagging behind succeeding ages: Tis
‘no-extenuation of these to say, that whatever knowledge:has
prevailed“in countries: under their yoke, has had - its-origin
there. " No.doubt: when they monopolized- the privilege' of
.teaching and of decreeing what was truth, where else could the
commodity be had?- Of whatever quality, it must'be obtained
.at thesé privileged marts; or-notat all:' The real and the
only rational point of comparison, is, between the knowledge
that-would necessarily spring up from the wants and curiosities
of men under the influence of equal-security; -and that which

" these institutions under insecurity produce. Assuredly, it is

better -that . insecurity should vouchsafe even-such establish-
ments, than that it should absolutely proscribe all kiuowledge
but what,. falsely so-called, it causesto be drilled-mechanically
into- infants to prostrate their- minds and bodies to willing

slavery. ~*On many occasions, the darkness would perhaps'in

maniyv places have been even greater, if these-had not existed:
As long as-the produets of labor must be forcibly ‘abstiraeted
from’-communities, better- nio-deubt that -seme part-of this
plunder shotld have the name of being devoted-to the diffia-
sion of knewlédge; than that it should all be spent:in unpro--

duetive consumption. . Itis perhaps, in absolute despetisms;

one of the least‘pernicious-ways' of laying: out ‘such; plunder:
Physical knowlgdZe; tending'to what' is’-‘¢a§1

ed:the glory/of the
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overnors, may:even in such a state of.things advance: but
from’ want of interest, ‘arising- from insecurity, on the part, of .
the great mass of the community, even #s advances can never
be rapid orreally useful. In communities partaking butin
a very moderate degree of the blessings. of security, such
establishments impede efforts, which but for them would have
been in active operation, :and thus repress, both in quantity
and quality of knowledge, ten portions for .one which they
create. - The real remedy is to let all plunder, all insecurity,
cease. The government of Turkey, of Persia, of:China, of

" any of the Eastern nations, could not perhaps fail to do good,

as they certainly could not make matters worse, by instituting
any sort of establishments for the acquisition -or dlﬂil§1on-.‘ of
knowledge. - - The very curiosity such. things would inspire,
must be productive -of some benefit: .In spite of . absurd re~
straints, something useful might emerge. But in Europe,
where security is. partially enjoyed in ever so limited a.de-
gree, knowledge can derive no benefit from power to-com-.
pensate for the evils of its baneful alliance. ‘ .

. Of . the two great branches of human  knowledge, .physics.
and morals, the one is absolutely arrested in its growth by go-
vernment interference. . On this; the moral branch, the guid-:
ance of the actions of men, every government supposes.itself
perfect, -as in law,. religion, .morali't{l, political economy, &c.
They frequently persecute and panish, whether directly by the.-
infliction‘of evil, .or indirectly by withholding benefits, those
who prestime, not only to-make improvements, but to zkink.
differently from what they have established. Their interest -
being in this department opposed to.all .change, their inter-.
ference must be always and in the highest degree: pefnicious.::
but, as. to. physics, it:is their interest (when they are - sane:
enough to. see it) -that. those subject to-them should be ‘as.
knowing;. as skilful, -and-as-productive:as pgsslble qf the; means"
of enjoyment, for their use. fS;ill,. .natwuhstandl,ng-..the‘:m'-‘
terest.of governments and " their love of glory, even physical-

- knowledge:‘is ”everi: where repressed . by them. .. Certain ‘5%'-" .

stems:must be taught-and lesrned. = Utility is not the touc.
stone of what they.disseminate: _Téaqherg.,well.- aid -and-ip-~-
dolenit.are jealous: of the unlicensed, :meddling with: their pur-
suits; and - odium is by them always. ditected to. innovation.:
In:consequence, -the truth is, that: almost all ._ac_ngnces evenin .-
physical science; and almost all efforts to-diffuse knowledge,
“publications ‘immensely. varied, have:been the work. of.
volunteer. laborers, 'in every part-of Europe.. ‘Were nothing-
known, - or .nothing diffused, but what :thesé .establishiments

effected or-permitied, ‘we shonld:be -now inlittle beter-than. :
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the darkness:of the middle ages. . These establishments have
‘been reluctantly dragged on %y the spirit and improvements
-of theselater times. .~ .-~ .

-Now if under- the. limited portion of security which sonite
European nations have enjoyed, and in'spite of these opposing
establishments, such rapid advances have been lately made in
almost every department of knowledgeé, caused by the wants
and curiosities 'of men, their love of power, of reputation,
of activity, of doing good; what progress. might we not ex-
pect under the equal protection of perfect security, putting
every thought and faculty into motion, b awarding to every
one the whole fruit of his literary as well as his economical
exertions? And:this knowledge, in a community respecting

. security, would be necessarily and exclusively directed to-in--

crease the:means of happiness, physical and "intellectusl, di-
rectly or indirectly. connected with : the agency*of wealth, ‘or
dependent on it. -As. thé great end and -object of all p/hysical
or to facilitate their prodiction; so is it the great end and ob-
Ject of moral knowledge. so to regulate our appetites,. affec-
tions, and. the influence of our actions on each other, as to.
educe out of these increased physical means the greatest. pos-
sible quantity of Aappizess for all. ' ’ R

- But this matter must be resumed, when we speak of know-
ledge as diffused by education. ’ IR

Meantime let us pause for a moment on the immense effect,
hithertotoo lightly considered, of mere-institutions in forming™
the human character, entirely independent of literary instruc-
tion to young or old, rendering men active or indolent, fe-
rocious or gentle, intellectual or brutish, as the train of ac-
tions or circumstances dependent on them, varies. Iflittle
attention, in proportion to their importance, has been bestow-
ed on the effects now every day producing, and in past times
produced, by these manufacturing engines of human character;
still less thought has been directed to the immense benefits
which social mstitutions, in accordance with the prisiciple. of
security, must, henceforth,. inevitably produce on all human
beings, self~subjected to their beneficent influence.

- An objection must here be obviated, though coming from
those who have, of all men, the least right to make it.. The
supporters of old institutions (all of them founded onthe
principle of force—force in levying the means of their exist-
ence—compulsion in rendering necessary the assent to certain
opinions) object to the improvement of the human character
by means of institutions, as tending to drill men into machines,

These objections have been made with particular earnéstness

~know1ed%e, .Is to-add to the quantity of the articles of wealth,
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to the proposals and establishments of Mr. Owen; whose ob-
ject is to render labor more efficient in the increased prodire-
tion of useful things, and, by a more economical use and wiser
distribution, to mnake these useful  thirigs more productive
of happiness. It is freely admitted. that, were this moral

_ objection well founded, there could be no advantage produced

by the mere multiplication and equal distribution of the ob-
jects of wealth, which could be adduced as a set-off against

“it.- The benefits of free exercise of the judgements gf all; on

all propositions, on which they are called upon to entertain
any opinion, particularly if that opinion necessarily leads to
action, .and of perfect voluntariness of action, are so’tran-

‘scendantly fgrea’c, and so equally indispensable to the con-

tinuance of wealth, of knowledge, and benevolence, "that
it is quite evident that any institutions, the support of which
implied a dereliction of these advantages, would be too deaxly
purchased. ' In as far as any institutions; old or new, require
such a sacrifice, they stand plainly condemned by the princi-
ples of this inquiry. ~ No institutions are here advocated but
such as ‘operate on the wilf of intelligent agents, through their

understandings. - .

Now as all old institutions, pelitical, social, or domestic,
are founded on principles the reverse of these,” namely on re-
pressing the exercise of ‘the judgement of those who learn; or
who are subjected to them, in deféerence to the mandates of
those who framed ' them, and in thus leading the will, either
by perversion of the understanding or by absolute compulsion;
it'does seem ‘strange that the admirqrs of such old institutions
should perceive and remonstrate against the deformity of their

_own principles when connected with new institutions. ’Tis

. 1o be hoped that their eyes will be opened as to the evil effects

" of compulsion, however' applied, in all institutions whether
old or new. ' This principle as to the necessity of volunt'm'}-
ness, in all institutions,- being admitted, the business here is

. to point out the immense influence of these institutions, on

whatever principles established, in diffusing knowledge or
‘peipetuating ighorance, in forming habits of vice or of virtue,
even in the absence of all immediate instruction, verbal or
wriften, to the young or to the adult. =~ - o
* . Human actions are produced by desires operating. on the
will. . What generates, what' gives’ rise to, - these desires ?
The circumstances: surrounding the actors.. What is meant

. by these circumstances? The state of plenty or destitution
.- in"which they are placed with respect to the comforts-and

. conveniences of life, the degree inl which they are depéndent

. on the will of ‘others for pleasures or pains. - On'what again.
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do these casualties, wealth or poverty, freedom or slavery
with respect to voluntary actions, ‘depend? - On what but.on
the ¢nstitutions, the different expedients, devised and upheld
by the rulers possessing the public force, to maintain wealth

and power so. distributed as may best coincide with theirpar- -

ticular views? By these expedients, or institutions, men’s
actions are restrained and re§ulated: to some, power over
others is given; from others all power is taken away, nothing
left but the most abject submission, and, attendant on ab‘]g(‘:t
submission, abject want. Whei institutions supported. ulti-
mately, .as they all have-been, by force, keep men in such sl
tuations relatively to each other, their wishes or desires neces-
sarily spring up out of their relative situations.” It is evident
that no mere words, no precepts or commands,”as such, -can
alter these circumstances, can supply any motives to action’:
they may point out to the attention the motives actually exist~
ing, but they can call-no new ones into-existence. Nothing
but the relations which a man bears to the persons and things

surrounding- him can effect this.. ‘Words and precepts then '

can be of no use as motives to action, except in as far as by
‘operating on the understanding and will; they may tend to
produce a change in these circumstances. --But in-order to
change these circumstances; they must change the institutions
that give rise to them.. -~~~ 77 T
Various . are. the institutions- or - expedients, - that- men
wielding the public_force have had resort to, to generate
motives for the guidance of :theactions of ‘ their fellow-
creatures in subserviency-to their: wishes. . .- First of sll,
are what are called the political institutions, which in fact
frequently include all the rest.  Of these political institutions;
that of paramount importance is. the determining who are to
exercise the powers of governing the community, of making
permanent or temporary Tegulations, -applying and executin
them, which affect in- every-possible way the industry and
the actions of the individuals constituting that ¢ommunity.
The exercise of the power of- governing has a two-fold--ope-
ration ; the one perhaps fully as important as the other, though
almost entirely overlooked:. - The first operation is, as to the
perfection of the work to"be done in relation ‘to the happiness
of the community, of the regulations made. and the mode of

applying and executing them: the second operation is, as to the-

effects tobe produced on the character and habits, intellectizal
-and moral, of those who exercise, or who are debarred from
" the exercise of, the powers of making, applying, and executing
the public regulations ; the perfection of the work done, the
moral influence .on the agents that do it—such are the two
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- distinct operations produced by political institutions. Though

the nature of the human mind and human interests incon~
testably. evinces—confirmed. by the uniform . experience of
history—that all human regulations: tend to the exclusive in-
terest of those who make them, and that of course no re%;.ﬂa-
tions tending to the bengfiz of all can be expected except where °
all interested are concerned in the formation of them: yet let
it be admitted that this position is not true, and that the best
laws for all could be made and executed by partial interests;
still only half the goed effects which the ‘science and art of
govemment is capable of producing would ‘be  thereby. pro-
uced, 'This may be illustrated by the. analogy of other
sciences-and arts,—say chemistry, say mechanics, say agricul-
ture. The operations of all these arts may be carried on by
people utterly ignorant of the principles of knowledge on
which they are founded, as ignorant as the horses or mas
chinery employed. . All they want in order to produce their
perfected work is to be drilled to the Fartic_ular part of the

- operation which they are doomed to perform. "~ So'with a per-

fect system of laws made:by other hands than those whose ac-
tions and interests, they are to regulate. The laws may pro-
duice & mechanical effect; and the people may be drilled to act
their particular parts of subordination, as they may be drilled
to perform ‘their part in -mechanical or chemical operations.

.But let one link of the machinery be wanting; let the directing

mind be absent,—which of these drilled antomata can supply
the missing part of the machinery or of the directing mind? .
Here such creatures are of no use: the iron or steam might
as well be depended on far assistance as they. But this is
not all, nor-the greatest, but the least, of the .evils of such
ﬁartial training, By it, the general intellectual power of the
rilled animal, whether for mechanical, or legal, purposes,

is equially enfeebled. His judgement, never exercised, pines

and perishes. . The exertion of any other faculty than that of
attention to theone operation, tending to distract the mind
from mechanical velocity and regularity, must be suppressed;
and -the perfection of the whole production of . the vast ma~
chinery, animate and inanimate, comes to depend on the.sa~
crifice of all intellectual disturbing powers, and on reducing
mind and matter alike to the'plia%' ity and undeviating pro-
duction of the machine. 'What.is it that renders the law-
makers, those who guide the public affairs of communities of

- men,~—what makes statesmen, as they are called, men of more

comprehensive views, of more improved. intellectual power,

than other men excluded from their means of information ?

Wihat but the habit of exercising these powers? of exercising:
v2 ‘
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 their judgement on these measures ?- of learning in the school

of legislation and public action—such as they are—what others
“are excluded from learning? Is it wished to make all man-
" Kind as intellectual as these few, in this universally interest-
ing science? Give them the same opportunities, admit them
into the same school, give them a share in the making and
the executing of the laws which concern their own we fare ;
and the same circumstances will give birth to the same results.
But do you wish to make the community a# Jarge much more
“honest, more moral, than the present race of statesmen?
still bring them up in the school of legislation; for on them,
as to disposition to promote the public good, must the ope-
ration of the circumstances of such a school be altogether
different from what they are on #he fow to whom their ope-
ration is now exclusively confined ; and this without supposing

.an atom more of inherent tendency to virtue in the many -

*‘than in the few. Let the many be as blindly determinied to
pursue their own interest in preference to any othef; as the
few can be: what is the consequence? If wise enough as to
‘the means, they pursue this interest in the most effectinal
‘manner. - But what is this interest of the many? *Tis the
-very and the sole interest which enlightened wisdom guided
‘by benevolence would wish ‘to” promote. The many, from

.the Very nature of their feclings, promote, as far as they see
‘how, the only rightful interest, their own. The few also

jursue their own; but this being opposed to the interest of
“the many, is the wrongful, the sinister, interest, and ought
‘to be represséd. Here then, by extending to the utmost
possible dégree. the faculty of co-operating” in the powér of
making, applying, and executing laws, we not only'improve,
nay create, intéllectual aptitude in that department as well as
Jin’every other in which the mind -can exert itself, but give
that intellectudl power a mecessarily favorable' direction;
* while the basis of morality is laid by; showing_the ‘tendency
‘of co-operation to prodice universal jgood -and happi-
ness. . Nor is there found to be any cause for the:fond and
-antiquated terror lest all becoming wise enough to'make ma-
“chines and laws, -there would be no  hands left to supply the
‘one or to yield obedience to the other. "While machines
were kept in motion and laws enacted for the benefit, solely,
of the presiding’ minds in the one or ‘the other of ‘these de-
partments, ‘it was no doubt wise (as the contrary mode of
condiict would have frustrated the object in-view)to. keep
 the living part of the machinery ignorant of the secret springs
" which regulated the machine and to repress thie general powers

of their minds, lest by searching they should’ find out that
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they were made to toil for others, and.that the fruits of their
own labors were by a hundred contrivances taken away from
them. Under such circumstances, and to men hayving such
objects in view, the spread of intellectual culture was doubt-
less, whether in a work-shop or in a political machine, tc be
deprecated. But under the influence of security,” the more
knowledge every individual in -every department: possesses,
the better; because the more clearly he would see that the
actual combination produced more of comfort to-all concerned
than any other that could be proposed ; orif he could pro-
pose any better for the happiness of all, he would feel con-
fident that it would be adopted. - His motives to’ exertion,
instead of being diminished, would be increased by his know-
ledge ; for he would see that industry was as necessary to.
production as production to happiness, and obedience to the
public regulations, ordained by those whom he co-operated
to authorize to make them for the good of all,- and whose
mal-administration he could at all times co-operate to remedy,
was but obedience to what he had contributed to establish as
most conducive to general good, meaning thereby the mass
of individual good. ~Those political institutions, then, which,
are founded on the basis of self-government, by means of re-
presentation and election, are the most powerful instruments’
for diffusing knowledge; in the first instance, of what it'most

. concerns men to know, their moral relations with, their fellow-.

creatures; next, of physical nature, sciences and arts, from
excited curiosity and activity; both one and the other species
of knowledge called forth from the double operation of these
institutions, in producing the best regulations, and in servin,
as'a school for the evolving of virtue and talent from the adult.
population. - Coe Ty R ‘
nder ‘the head of political institutions, no measure per-
haps. would be so prolific in benefits, too. numerous and im-
qutant. tobe. here discussed, particularly in the way of dif-
uising knowledge, as the widening and rendering local the
basis of representation, -each county or department of .two or

" three hundred: thousand individuals having its: own:legislative

assembly, and every legal, general, act requiring the appro-
bation of a majority, of these, hesides the concurrence of ‘the
general representatives, one from each county or department,
convened. in the capital. = Part of the unemployed portion of
every seventh day, now set apart for moral contemplation—
too often mere idleness or vice—would be appropriately, peace-
fully, delightfully, and morally, employed, by all the people, in
their share of these political and most interesting duties, as well
s in other modes of improving in knowledge and the arts of
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happiness. To detail all the modes, by which political institu-
tions might be made conducjve to the diffusion of knowledge

amongst a community, would be to draw up a constitutional

code with a commentary directed to this object. Enough here to
direct the attention to the yet almost untasted benefits to be
derived from this source. Giving the whole people an interest
in their institutions, and enabling them to understand and ap-
preciate the utility of them .and" of all public.measures ema-
nating from them,  are surely the infallible means of putting
out of all hazard the principle of equal security and the na-
tural laws of distribution included therein, or deduced there-
from; and thus insuring the greatest production.

Under the head of institutions connected with the diffusion
of knowledge, or suppression of knowledge, or with the diffu-
sion of dreams and absurdities more baneful than ignorance,
stand pre-eminently forward, and next in importance to con-~
stitutional codes, national establishments of religion, .or supersti-
tion, as they are variously called, religion by their votaries, super-
stition by all the world besides: The effect, direct and palpable,
of these establishments, necessarily supported by force, on pro-
duétion and knowledge, no one disputes. The question hereis,
whether such forced establishments could be:made, orought to
be made, useful instruments, for diffusing real knowledge and
increased activity in producing the means of happiness amongst
a community. - -Experience and reason unite in demonstrating
that for any such purposes any such establishments are worse
than useless. "As & support to political institutions, they tend
to distract the ‘mind by introducing arguments and. associa~
tions utterly irrelevant to the point atissue. A constitutional
code, or any other law, old or new, ought to stand on its.
own merits, that is to say, on its tendency to promote the
hapﬁiness ‘of the community. If it cannot stand this test, it
ought not to stand atall. Ought an injurious code or law to be
permitted to ‘continue its mischiefs, because a man in.a time
of ignorance, Mahomet or any other, who said he went in'a
swoon or dream to what he calls the seventh ‘heaven, wrotes
or is said to have written, in a book, ‘or.to have spoken what
others wrote for him,” that such code or law ought to be up-
held ?. ' If Mahomet, and still inore if God, whose sentiments

. Mahomet says he speaks, had any good reasons in favor of

the ‘code or law, surely such reasons could be given'; otherwise
omniscience is converted into ‘stupidity, and- despotic. com-
mands are needlessly, as well as most perniciously, substituted
for the beneficent operation of persuasion. All motives there-
fore which siich establishments can present for the adoption
of non-adoption of ‘any regulation. affecting the happiness of
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any community, are either arbitrary and irrelevant, or if re
levant are to be referred to the utility or inutility, the effects
in ‘happiness or misery, of the proposed regulation. Asa
means of im}laressing or diffusing useful knowledge, they can-
not be usefully employed.

It has been already shown, in the first chapter, that no force
can be employed, that no forced contributions ¢an be raised,
consistently with the principle of security, to support these

establishments.for their own sakes, for the preservation of those

peculiar fancies, which they call knowledge, of which they
profess to have the key, any more than similar establishments
to perpetuate the peculiar fancies of modern astronomers or
political economists. If the maintenance and diffusion of all
other science, in which God is not peculiarly interested, ‘may
be safely.left, .and if it have only prospered. while left, to
the support-of its own intrinsic evidence; how ludicrously
absurd to assert that a species of knowledge, in the mainte-
nance._ and diffusion of which God is saig to be peculiarly
intérested, cannot by similar means. be supported! Truth
.of all sorts, under the shield of impartial security, will work
its own way, and can derive no sort. of benefit from the aid
of force.. . Lo

It is a possibility, and but a possibility, and therefore stated
that.it.nay not be said to be overlooked, that under the best
constitutional code (that which determines who are to co-
operate in the making, applying, and executing; public re-
gulations) the worst, .or at least very pernicious, regulations
may be made. The formation of a wise constitutional code
for a. great community, requires perhaps more comprehension
of mind and wisdom of corfibination, than the  formation of

_any minor regulation. The very same powers of mind applied

to the' very same. objects, must. be: employed in the one case
as'in the other. How very improbable, then, that a commu-
nity, wise enough to adopt the best constitutional code—the
most difficult work—should be wanting in wisdom to-adopt
useful subordinate regulations—matters of less difficulty | But
if, under ‘such a system, they should be adopted, how easy
and .certain the means of ameliorating them, where the in-
terests and the knowledge of all are constantly alive to learn
and: adopt whatever - promotes -the public, composed of the
mass. of individual, good! "It may be almost universally ob-
served, however, that where such deplorable anomalies exist,
there is'in redlity a defect in the. constitutional code, a want
of .comprehensiveness, of universal justice, which affords an
opening to the mischiefs of the subordinate regulation. For
instance, let the constitutional law say, ¢ Every adult human'
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being, knowing how to read and write, shall be entitled to vote

" in the choice of provincial and national representatives.” The

rights of whole classes of men, white or. black, reduced in
communities calling themselves free, to slavery, and the rights -
of half ankind, women, are saved by this comprehensive’
constitutional law. Wherever therefore grievous violations
of justice seem to take place in consequence of subordinate
regulations and in’ contempt of wise constitutional laws, it

ill almost always be found that the source of the mischief
lies in the want of wisdom in the boasted constitutional laws
themselves. -

. But—to digress no further—suppose, notwithstanding the
institutions generated by constitutional laws, that pernicious
regulations do exist in a community, such as field or domestic
slavery, enormous taxation and a host of revenue laws' to
maintain it, restrictive systems of commerce, laws of primogeni-
ture, or other laws interfering with.the division, and free ex-
changes of property, the exclusion of women from civil, ne-
cessarily following their exclusion from equal political, rights,
with a hundred other enormities that might be named; we
have to inquire what effect these several minor institutions
produce as to the diffusion of knowledge and the progress of
production. : : ‘

* Under the Turkish system of despotism; blacks and whites;
men and women, are impartially, under certain contingencies,
converted ' into articles of weal th under the ‘name of slaves.
Under the United States system of liberty, professing to be
founded on reason and the equal rights of all men; and under
the British system of liberty, founded on the long collision of
different parties for power and their gradual subsidence into
the chaos of usurpations, expedients, and contradictions;
called the British constitution (which, not being any where
pririted " or written, every one interprets to mean, like religi~
ous mysteries, whatever he pleases), slavery. is established
against one great branch of ‘the human race, because they

differ in a few physical circumstances, chiefly colour, from

these who mdke them, like horses or dogs, articles of pro-
_perty. “Tis true both the United States and Britain have
prohibited the future extension, the addition, - by importation,
to the absolute number of ‘slaves.. But the actual mass of
slavery, of misery and vice, remains in the slave provinces of
the United Sta=s, and of Britain in the West and East Indies,
just where it was when the sbolition effort began; or perhaps

as rather increased since that period. 'What now is the effect

 of such institutions, upheld equally by despots and self~called

freemen, on the extension.and diffusion of real knowledge,
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or of such. knowledge as tends to add to the powers of pro-
duction, .to render tﬁe articles produced more productive of
happiness by ameliorating the physical or moral constitution,
or to secure the continuance of equal security and the natural
laws of distribution? It is a curious fact that the institutions
pf slavery are apt to be less atrocious under despotism than’
in free states. In. despotisms, slaves being used more for
pomp. than industry, are not required to work so hard as
where the object of the master is the exchangeable value of
their labor:: they form a part of the state, . of the family, and
from the pride of the owner are frequently better clad and fed
than the ordinary population around them. But wheére freemen
make their fellow-creatures slaves, it is: to exact hard labor,
real useful products, from them :. the rights and enjoyments of
the masters and of the whole free population, are so desirable
and throw so dark a shade over the sitnation of the slave, the
contrast is so. tremendous, that the most energetic employ-
ment of cruelty and terror is requisite to maintain the revolting
system. Hence men themselves free, are more atrocious
tyrants over their slaves than the slave owners of despotism.
And well are they punished for such foul institutions. All
that intellectusl energy, .which, under other circumstances,
would be devoted to. the extension of the bounds of knowledge
or-the diffusion of what was known in one or other of the three
above-mentioned modes, is now necessarily directed to frame
and uphold -expedients. for retaining the slaves in ‘slavery.
‘What little mental power of observing and judging also 1§
left the slaves, is expended in counter-expedients to lij hten
their work or to break their chains. The policy of the slave-
owner is of course to keep the slave as ignorant as possible.
It would be impossible to devise an institution more destruc-
tive of knowledge- as to .Improvements in sciences and arts.
How-stands it as to improvements in the physical and moral
condition of the community? What but mutual alienation,
mutual hate, can exist between master and slave, where all is
power and enjoyment on the one side, all is forced submission
and destitution on the other? Can they be honest, who can
have no property, whose labor can acquire them nothing ?
Why should they. speak truth, where the benefit of speaking
it-is ‘only for masters whom they justly execrate? How can
they who are tormented; or'who are in the hourly dread of
being tormented, have other feelings than those of hypocrisy
and revenge? The pleasures of sympathy and benevolence
cut off from the master from the absence .of the necessity of
exercising . them, he .seeks other means 'of happiness, and
wallows in sensual pursuits, in cruel sports, and the indulgence
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of brutal passions. The master is only less wretched and im-

. moral, less devoid of prudence and humanity, less limited in

intellect, than the slave.. Compare such a man; his habits,
the state of his mind and consequently his happiness, with
that of him who has never obtained any thing from his fellow-
creatures but by mutual voluntary exchange, persuasion, or
the sympathies thence ensuing ; andsay, is it rational to per-
severe in upholding the institution of slavery for the almost

‘annihilation of the happiness of the slave-owners, supposing

that the slaves themselves had no more feelings and were no
more worthy of consideration, than the plants they cultivate?

* All institutions, then, supporting slavery, or in as far as they .

have that tendency, are not only incapable of being made
useful for the increase. of knowledge ans production, %ut are
amongst the most effectual engines for the ultimaté annihila-
tion of knowledge, production, and happiness.

Under no head perhaps so appropriate as that of field or
domestic slavery, can be introduced ‘the institutions, . almost
universally prevailing, whether in despotisms or republics,

respecting that half of the human race which hypocritical sen- -

suality calls the most lovely, the most innocent, and the best
portion of it, women, Man is to woman the most lovely and
joy-exciting creature in the universe, as woinan is-to man:
therefore as to loveliness, and similar nonsense, the account is

“palanced. - Nature has given woman less strength, and has

subjected her to enormous - physical inconveniences and pain
from which men- are exempt. Are these reasons why man
should add to these natural and unavoidable evils, artificial
restraints and -evils “that may be avoided? or should he not
rather endeavour to balance ther, and render a compensation

for natural unavoidable evils, by artificial advantages, that -

happiness ‘might be ultimately equal to all?: But let.us look
to the absolute.effects as to the diffusion of knowledge, of the
domestic, “civil,. and political, slavery, in which women are
held, First, one half of the knowledge and of the happiness
to be derived from it, that might be enjoyed by all adult hu-

man beings, is wantonly sacrificed, - by withholding from -

women the means equal to those enjoyed by men, of acquir-
ing knowledge. In whatever way this knowledge may ope-
rate, whether as giving pleasure in the immediate intellectiial

culture and-activity, whether as a sourge. of the only useful
power ‘and" influence on mind, or as ac‘%:liring gratification.

from' new articles of wealth, the effect is the same; the sacri-
fice is wanton; ’tis like deliberately consigning one half the
wealth of & community every year into the ocean. Next,
the general intellect of the whole community, male and fe-
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male, is stunted or perverted in infancy, or more commonly
both, b’i" keeping from women the knowledge possessed by
men. The first years of childhood must be every where,
from physical conveniences, under their controul : falsehoods .
instead of facts, false reasonings, and pernicious habits, must
be instilled in proportion to the ignorance of the tutors; and
the whole of after culture, even when judiciously directed, is
frequently insufficient to undo the mischiefs of early false as-
sociations, instead of being free to direct its whole energy to
the implanting through the senses and judgement, useful facts
and truths and habits tending fo happiness on the, at least
unperverted, mind. Third, the intellectual improvement of
men and every possible advance inknowledge (art and science)
are chained down and arrested by the imperious necessity for
mutual happiness from associations, the most near and inti-
mate that human nature allows, between men and women.
By the maintenance of ignorance in women, one half of the
human race is opposed in interest to, is in never-ceasing con-
spiracy against, the intellectual superiority of the other half.
‘Women must make the most of the good qualities they pos-
sess to acquire: influence over and happiness. from:-men, as.
men do with respect to women, as well as towards each other.
“What's the consequence of this universal law of human na-
ture? -'The alienation of women from mental pursuits -neces-
sarily throws all their exertions into the physical line,—beauty,
dt:ess,; manner, arts of exciting desire or associations connected
with it. - All sensual things and things of immediate domestic
concernment, in -which they can share, are necessarily;put
forward and preferred by them to intellectual pleasures, to
things of public. or npational interest, in which they.’cannot
share. .Thus, possessed of the means of exciting the strong-
est of human propensities, all this influence is directed. to the
triumph of passion and feeling, of immediate enjoyment and
short-sighted and selfish pleasures, (or at most confined to the
domestic -circle,) over the pleasures of enlarged benevolence
and comprehensive knowledge. The ignorance and the local
selfish views.of women are a balancing force always in ope-
ration, to bring down to their own level the expanding sym-
pathies and aspirations for knowledge of men. ‘Whatever,
7ot them, man sets his heart upon, is with them a rdval; and
every art of malicious ignorance (for knowledge ceases to be
malicious) is put into motion to decry its value. 'The inces-
sant action of this fatal domestic machinery too- surely accom-
plishes its purpose. The ignorant and the short-sighted sen-
suallstg amongst the men, lend their weight, to court women’s
favor, in decrying qualities unprofitable to them; and thus are
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the stronger half of human kind justly punished, in the dimi~
nution ofg their own virtue and knowledge, for depriving the
other, 'the weaker, half, of the means o acquiring them.
The only and the simple‘remedy for the evils arising from
these almost tniversal institutions of the domestic slavery of"
one hialf the human race, is utterly to eradicate them. (gii’e
men and women egual civil and political rights. Apply - the
principle of security, impart‘ial%ﬁ, to all adult rational human
_beings; and let property on the death of parents be equally
" divided between all the children male and female. Then
would be seen a double emulation of knowledge and conse-
quently of virtue; an emulation between .the two sexes at
school and -in - after life, and an emulation on the part of
women in adding their influence to the rewards of public:
opinion in the general encouragement of. intellectual qualities
instead of their general depression: and ‘sexual pleasures to
both parties, instead of being diminished, would be increased
& huridred fold, inasmuch as they would be stripped of all
their giossness and associated with intellectual and expansive
sympathetic pleasures. By the annihilation of this one ini
quitous institution of the domestic slavery of one half of a
community and substituting & perfect equality of rights and
duties, the progress in acquiring and diffusing knowledge
 would be more than doubleg. ‘ S e
‘Wherever we turn our eyes over the machinery of society,
the irresistible effects of institutions, or of those states of things
and circumstances in which mankind find themselves placed
with respect to each other, both as affecting knowledge and
production, arrest the attention. Constitutional laws, state
religious establishments, institutions of slavery, the relative si-
tuation of women, have been glanced at: it might not per-
haps be unprofitable to pass before us all social institutions
with this view, would it not lead too far. * There is one how-
ever, the disposal of property on the death of the owner, which
is so very influential as to knowledge operating on production,
that it cannot be here passed by. . ,
Equal security awards to every one the free disposal of his
labor, the exclusive use of all its products, and the right of
voluntary exchange. But a man having by-labor or voluntary
exchange accumulated a great deal of these products,-is
‘drowned or by some other casualty dies. What shall be done
with what he. has accumulated?  Shall it be left the prey of
the first comer ? That, amongst other evils, would be hold-
ing out encouragenient to the destruction of the owner; for the
chance of seizing his goods would be establishing the rule of
brute force, or endless litigation. Shall it be seized by the

v
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state for real or pretended public uses? That oriental legis-
lation'would defeat itself; for where could Governinent agents
be found to watch all casualties and to anticipate private sei-
zure and embezzlement? Property, the accumulated pro-
ducts of labor, being no longer capable of conferring -happi-

- ness on the owner, now dead, ought to be distributed amongst

the living, whom. it can benefit, in that way which will.tend
the most to increase production and happiness. ~ To find .out
this mode we must attend to the circumstances under which a

‘person possessed of property usually dies. If under age, he

as no property; it belongs to the parents who have provided

- for him. If advanced in life, he has, ordinarily, a wife and
. children,-or:both, and they have been in the habit of enjoy-

ing with him and considering themselves as the joint posses-

sors of whatever he acquired. To take therefore from :them

‘his acquisitions, would be robbing them of what common use
has already made as it were a joint stock,.of what they have

co-operated to produce or preserve, of what all their expecta~

-t,io;ls have led thém to anticipate the continuance of, or the
aultimate possession of what they most stand in need, - of what

they have the greatest facilities for purloining or retaining, of
what therefore could not without vexatious Testraints innuime-

rable be taken from them, and of what the deceased would, in
* nine hundred and ninety-nine cases out.of one thousand, wish

them to possess. By securing. it to- them no one Joses: by
giving it to any others, they feel all the miseries of disappoint-
ment and loss. Every other: family- must-have had a parent:
and as all the families in the community must be provided for,
the most simple and self-executing mode of providing for all, is
to secure to each family the products of the parent’s industry.
ny thus. adjudging to the family the property left at the death
of a parent, a%ond of .connexion, of co-gperation and sympa~
thy is formed amongst all the members of families, and encou~

ovrapi;ement is held out.to such . associations, without which the
‘helpless young of the human race,could hardly be reared and
the ‘race preserved. Adjudge theiproperty out of the family,

and one 'of the strongest incentives to this most useful associa~

‘tion.and to co-operation and mitual kindness during its- con-
inuance, is destroyed. But in what proportions si
_articles of wealth be divided amongst the ¢ ildren of the’pos-

all these

sessor ? in equal or unequal shares? If in equal shares, the

- -power of making a will by. the proprietor is superfluous.” If
in unequal shares, who shall determine the proportions ?

. Arrived so far, we must.look here, as on all other occa-

sions, to .¢ffects. . What effects on future production, -and on

knowledge as tributary to production—that production being
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here always supposed to be rendered by the wisest distribu-
tion most conducive to happiness—will be produced by-equal
and unequal divisions respectively? TFirst, as to the wants
and the capacities_for happiness, of all the children of a family ;
we have already proved them to be equal, for all social pur-
poses, in all cases of ordinary organization : therefore inequa-
Iity of distribution would ‘diminish happiness. - Should any be
defective in organization, acquired wealth would be the more
necessary to compensate for the loss of happiness capable of
being derived from personal exertion. But as on the other
hand the well organized not only can_enjoy more, but can
make their capital more productive, these circumstances of
the healthy and infirm may be left to balance each other, and
the rule of equality will be untouched. Second, as to industry
and production; by giving almost all to one and leaving the
others nearly destitute, the . effect is, that the :favored relin-
quishes industry and lives on the contributions he makes others
pay for the use of the articles of wealth accumulated, whether
in" the shape of food, clothing, or implements; while those
not ‘favored are discouraged, as well as disenabled from ac-
tive exertion, by the want of those instruments which are
necessary to make their efforts effectual. . The ordinary effect
of unequal division of wealth (we speak here of the real accu-
mulated products of labor, not of mere demands, without
any equivalent given,: on the products of the labor of others)
is to make the favored idle through want of excitement, their

" wants being already gratified; and the unfavored idle through

necessity;-and to make both parties vicious, the oné arrogant
and dissolute, -the-other crouching and obsequious and ready
by any means but those of industry to acquire.wealth.. ‘Every
approach to inequality must have a.tendency, as far as it goes,
to the production of these mischiefs, Third, as to know-
Iedge; the effects of inequality of division will follow its effects
on industry. The industrious have every possible motive,
under the influence of security, to search every where for the

- means 'of making their labor more productive to themselves

of happiness, or of diminishing its irksomeness or difficulty.
But all these means imply an increase of knowledge: as in-
equality takes away the stimulus to industry, or much relaxes

it; in proportion to the degree in which it prevails, must those

motives be deficient which urge to the acquisition of know-
ledge conneeted with the pursuits before it. And inasmuch
as when the mind is once excited and curiosity is on the wing,
it is pleased with whatever acquisition of knowledge it may
light  upon, general knowledge is increased and made pro-

ductive by this exeited activity, particularly those branches:
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of that general knowledge which lead to increased pro-
duction, ‘ el

If then equality of distribution on the déath of the producer
or accumulator (i e. of value according to convenience, not
of the absolute division of every article) be attended with such
useful effects, as to maximizing the happiness of the family,
as to increasing production and knowledge ; why has the power
of making wills or of dead men legislating for living men, been
so generally established? Why also, it may be asked in re-
ply, has the slavery of the blacks, and of women, been es-
tablished ?.  Because the whites in the one case, because the
men in the other, made the laws: because knowledge had'not
been obtained on thegse subjects; the whifes and’ the ‘men er-

roneously conceiving itto be their interest to oppress blacks

and women. Men of advanced age, i. e. parents, have been
universally the law-makers, the ignorant and' often the'vicious
law-makers. What reasons hdave been given for establishing
this strange power, by means of wills, of regulating by anti-
cipation the actions and enjoyments of future ages? VV}(; ‘shall
see. They have been variotis; and absolutely contradictory.
‘Will you -permit-a man, because he now possesses a piece
of land, or a quantity of silver, or btass, or gold, to determine
what is to be done with them for ever, or in a thousand years,
when no memorial can exist of his name, except the chance
of its preservation to record his mandate as to the disposal of
the property in guestion? By no' means sdy all: “uite ab-
surd: how shoild he know in what way thisproperty can be
madé‘most productive of happiness—the only use-of-any pro-
perty or of any #king—in one thousand or in one hundred
ears? In order to form an accirate judgement, a man must
ave before him aceurately all the circumstances-of  the case:
but no-man. can say-what will be the circumstances of any case
in ten years, nay'in ten months; nor of course is it possible
for him until thetime comes and the circumstances are ascer-
tained and ‘out of dispute, to form any useful judgement. No
prudent man would bind himself, come what may, to dispose
of .property in a particular manner at-any future period, how-
ever neai. 'His views might change, his judgemént might
improve, or what he thinks probable may not take place or
may not continue to exist, He makes no unalterable disposi-
tions for futurity, except such as are necessary to procure
the co-operation of others, such co-operation being recessary
to Eromote the object in view. . Fow then should he think,
without madness, of dictating to any useful purpose the dis-
posal of property after his death, in a thousand years? - All
the exchanges, and the two-fold benefits to which they give
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rise, gratifying always both parties voluntarily exchanging
and ameliorating the article by its transfer to a new owner
more able than the last to make it useful, are lost by this
mandate for the eternal fixation or disposal of property. ‘What
is the benefit a-living man could derive from the vain desire of
usurping power over the actions and enjoyments of future
generations?~_ Simpl the pleasure of the contemplation of
the exercise of such fancied remote power. What is the evil
the exercise of such power may produce to others who ma
come after Him? Vexations and misery to any extent: for if
the disposal be useful, there isnoneed of a mandate; posterity
will for its own sake preserve: the disposition. Weigh. then
this pleasure, the evil of the loss of this pleasure‘()f imagina-
tion against the evils to any extent and to any number of per-
sons, that may arise from. the exercise of such power.
are as an indefinite number to-one, or rather to an incalculable
fraction of one. , ' : _

So far then all are agreed. .- The best wisdom of the living
is the only rational rule for the guidance of the affairs of the
living, who, if endowed with. .equal intellectual power, must
be wiser than their ancestors, having had the benefit of their
experience, . In barbarous times alone have such efforts been
madé to direct property and human actions into .one line. for
ever. ~ All that is now asked for in British Legislation, is that
the parent acquiring property may be at liberty to leave ail
his children destitute at his death, or to leave his property in
whatever proportions between them - and others his caprice
may dictate; this power to extend. no further than to.the
children of the living. c . .

" By the Jaws of flgiee labor..and voluntary. exchange, -the
basis of this inquiry, every man who fairly acquires, may
freely use or alienate for whatever consideration may seem to
him meet.” Such is the greatest encouragement that the nature
of human affairs permits, the greatest stimulus that can be
given in the way of motive to voluntary exertion, for-the in-
crease of production. - If a man do not choose while he lives
t0 exercise this power of exchanging for whatever he:may

" deem an adequate equivalent,- the inference is, that it, most
promotes his views of- his own happiness not.to exercise it.

What more can he demand of society? - A power which he
does not choose to exercise during his life to be extended to
him over the living- after he has ceased to live. This power
being altogether unnecessary and superfluous for the -encou=

- ragement of production, must be judged of by other princi-
ples. - Those: are, as we have seen above, the effects to be
“produced on-human happiness, by
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which this property may be distributed. In favor’ ' '
distribution amongst the children, are an eqz:f Zi;:c‘tea%}]oﬂ
?}111;1 a(éa:]r;a;;lttl); nOfo?nl'loyanc'l:, the promotion of industry, and
ag?ii‘nst uisitio nowledge. What plea has the parent
The mere childish pleasure of power, of dictati
terity, is at once dismissed as a E)z'cz'aus’ pleagll;'?ugf g?xé) zz:
companied with preponderant evil, and which would be su-
pvder.seded ina well-constituted mind by the view of the ‘er:
n}cwus effects on human happiness which the general exer}():isé
of such power would produce. In'a well-constituted mind
Ehe pleasure to be, dérived from the exercise of power will
1epen.d 1on its utility, or tendency to promote hapPine'ss
ahone, that is to say, on the preponderant mass of good:t(;'
the agent, to others, or to both, to be derived from its exercise
wal l?'le benefits' put forward in favor of the limited powez.'
oh making, w11ls to bind even the immediate descendants of
the testator, may perhaps be found under some one’ of the

. three following heads.

The power of making wills—absolute as to shar
K . s %, es

ggg :ls 1;3) ;Ilme?slerv?s,' it has been said, to afford al]the?:llgili.
mulationl. useful stimulus to productive industry and acci-
It serves as a means of promoting the. moral 2 ishing
the immoral conduet of clgl'dreh, ags W:lln:;rz}' an(itif}ugshmgi
rerittal' partialities or attachments. . iy gTINg pe-
. At is 2’ means of perpetuating wealth, and th '
;ﬁﬁuence, and the means of 'physi%al and other enjf)x}lr;?err)l(t“‘”? trt’)

gr (iescendants of certain individuals.. =~ i
f'alsehgoﬁdlf'St al\sTsuaned advantage is 2 mere pretext, a fiction, a.
falsehood. 1 e; ‘we ‘more to prove it so than the fact, that’
amongst e industrious producers and accumulators of wealth -
the cas are very rare where this power is used ? in such con-~
rad 1lc)tlon does it stand to the equal claims of ‘want, affection,:
g?ti eneﬁgence. To the few immense accumulatorsand am:
usuqu:;; i:-v o Eetﬂ& what are called political, advantages, or the'
Fonilos and the sappons o 1k semmaiies by the.publi

¢ ; of the remainder by the i
gutxlllcie; whxc%ll this usurpation throws into theiz handsrju:rl:g'
bo th ﬁy,dw om diseased intellect or wayward circumstances’
tremegl doﬁs at war »th‘fh their oﬁ'spm.lg, is the exercise of this,
tremendous il:f.()v_vel ?,onﬁned: so entirely superfiuons and un-’
wealﬁl ok 511;;l as”a useful stimulus to the production of"
wealih, ¥ ealth is sought for, for the sake of the pleasures:
and ady ages its possession confers to be substantially used .
enjoyed, and for the sake of the interést and- ahimation of
x ‘ .
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life which' the miere pursuit occasions; and it is accumulated:
for the sake of the distinction, the envy, and admiration,
which its possession excites. Were the motive of arbitrary
dispositions at death, over and above the power of unlimited'
transfer during life, a generally operating motive in the pro-
duction of wealth, it would be generally exercised. Not
being so, but, when exercised, springing for the most part
from different motives, it cannot be considered as worthy of
any attention in this respect. If the desire of the legislator be
sincere to increase production, the way is simple, namely, to
rémove all existing restraints on equal security and the natural
laws of distribution and to diffuse knowledge, not to superadd a:
chimerical motive, a temptation to absurd and unjust displays;
of power, a vain or pernicious hope of restraining the actions o
others after death, which this power implies. It will be seen
hereafter that in those few cases in which it does operate as a
motive to immediate immense accumulation and is accordingly
unsparingly exercised, its cffects are in every possible view
pernicious to human- happiness, and on a balance of all its
consequences, wltimately most destructive, even to the pro-
duction and aceumulation of wealth. Its sole effect as to:.ca~
pital is, not to increase the mass of the whole capital of a.
community, but to favor its accumulation in large masses;:
in & few hands at the expense of the general comfort and in-~
dependence. - There are motives enough with the rich, and
too many unjust facilities are open to them, particularly those

possessing political power, in the pursuit of wealth by any .

theans : to them a resizaint, not siich an additional spur, 1s’
wanting, It is to the poor productive laborers, to 'whom this
motive can never apply, that new inducements are wanting.

This power, where it ought to operate to be useful, produces

“no effect: where it does operate, in adding to accumulation,
its effects are pernicious. No factitious motives are wanting

to promote accurnulation: the natural motives are sufficiently -

strong; aided as they are by the other numberless expedients
of insecurity, they. generate that exclusive pursuit of wealth
which is the bane of civilization  and which - religionists and

morslists .affect to. deplore. Institutions should restrain this -

inordinate desire, not supply fuel to its already devouring
fames. It is motives to production (to produce and live on the
preducts of his own labor), ot to accumulation. (o' produce

nothing, but to live on the products of the labor of others), it

is rewards for the operative.laborers, mnot for capitalists or
accumulators, that are wanting in ‘society.. If the power of

making wills .inereased the desire t6 accumulate, it ‘wouldg:;;

that aécount be most pexnicious. -

Szor.2.] by means of social [ustitutions. . 3'07.

The next assumed -effect of the power of leavi i
g]r::; lmlqual pox:?qns of wealth, “lt)hat of ‘progé?i%]gto :]?el};

orals and gratifying 3 3 » will as little
ex?lmination ags theyfoxt"m Ezrental fondness, .wll as. httlg bear

0 repress injurious conduct of a child towards it

the parent possesses superior