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| Advert?ifefneﬂt.

§  written with an intention to givea
~ more juft and a more agreeable pro-
{pect of the prefent ftate of Britain, than is"
" to be feen in many late writings. The au-
thor hopes, they will contribute fomething
to remove the difquiet of good citizens, and
 to defeat the defigns of the difaffected.

THE foﬂowing -Charaéteriftics were

e e e

_ Having conceived . a very favourable
opinion of the revolution in the year 1688,
and of the Britifh government ever fince
that period 5 having been confirmed in
this opinion by obferving the happinefs of
the people, and by comparing the condi-
tion of Britain with that of other nations ;
he has often been' not only furprifed, but
. IR concerned, to meet with fuch heavy and -
| S S B o loud complaints of our poverty, of our
gi’ ' - _ : ' ' + wantof filver and gold, of the abufe of pa-
A B BRI Per—credig'thc greatnefs of our taxes, the.
Bz o Tofs
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iv ADVERTISEMENT,
lofs of our trade, and the great increafe

of - the national debts:-all faid  to be og- |
‘cafioned by a feries of m1fmanagements‘

ever fince the Revolunon. 2 Complamts of

this kind ‘tend naturally fo difquiet the
fnends of the confhtunon, and furnith its

fecret enemies.- with.many topics .of decla-
mation. in' order to create and to fug

OIt
dxfaﬁectlon : PP

v BUT, what 18 f’c1ll more aﬁomfhmg and'
 alarming, it has been of late pubhckly:
. aflerted, that our national genius: and
capac1ty are almoft quite .gone; and. that
. we are grown {o feeble ‘both in our coun-
~ {fels, and:in the execution of them, that we

run:the greateft ' rifk. of becoming an eafy,
pxey to any bold mvader, . i

Tms deblhty 15 j&zd to ﬂow 1mmed1ate-»i
ly from -our luxury, and from the effemi-,

nacy of our manners ;- but is fuppofed. -

to be ongmally derived from the reftrairits.
laid on “the. royal prerogatwe, from the

new dignity-and power. acquired by . our

parliaments, and fromthe acceffi ion of li-
berty gaired. by the people at the Revolux
tion,

CADVERTISEMENT, v

tion. In’ confeqlence. of this alteration

in our polmcal fyftem, ‘our princes having
too little power, and the people too much
liberty ; -liberty -has devenerated into li-

‘centioufnefs, and there 'is nothmg now to
be found in our conftitution, -able-to give -

a fufficient check to the natural bad- con~
fequences of < luxury and of eﬂ'emmacy

Hence, as is afferted, we are going  very
faft to deﬁ:ruéhon, -and are upon the‘
brmk of a precipice.” :

THOUGH thofe: gentlemen, who, on thev
~one- fide; complain fo.loudly of our po-
- verty, and thofé, who, on the other, make

as-loud complaints of the bad ' effects of
our-riches, are very oppofite in their prin-
ciples; they agree, however, “in "the fame .
conclufion.” The one party affirm, that
‘we ‘are ruined by poverty ; -the other . im-

pu’ce ‘ouf fuih to- our riches;. but:both .
.maintain, that'we ' are ruined, and, in fome

fo:t conne& ‘this ruin with the Revolution

EXCITED by a natural cunoﬁty tC) ﬁ"td
~-out ‘the truth in-a matter of fuch.impor-

tance, anxious - for ‘the welfare of his

B 3 . con~
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vi . ADVERTISEMENT. .

country; the author of thefe Charactes

xiftics fet himfelf to  enquire, whether
there was juft ground for fuch complaints;
_-or whether the nation' is not at prefent
- much richer, happier; and more power-
fal,- than it was before the Revolution.
Having examined impartially what might
be faid; on. both fides, he hath compofed
the little treatife that follows, and pre-
{ames to.offer it to the Public at a crifis
{o important and fo interefting,. ’

.. BeinG neither merchant, manufacturer,
nor farmer; having no management ‘of
‘the revenue, nor any fhare'in public coun-
fels; he thinks himfelf obliged to own,
-that he has no* other means of being in-
- firucted in the ftate of the nation, than fuch
“-asare opento every other gentleman. = He
-therefore brings his-. arguments chiefly
“from what is obvious and wifible. It might
‘indeed be an..advantage, if either gentle-
-men. who ‘are -converfant in’ commeérce
- and manufactures, or-fuch as are concern-
-ed-in the revenué, would publith fome of
- their” anecdotes that are not among the
- rcana Imperii. By a comparifon of the
L | 3 ; pre-

‘ ‘. that 2 o . L
. But'it will be difficult to convince them,

Apveprtrspiens.  VE
prefent frate of their country, with: its
{¥ate before the: Revolution, they _ could re-
fute thofe falfe altegations concerning its

- poverty. However, it ‘mdy be poffible to

do without. them, The poverty dnd the
riches of ‘a nation. muft-be; in i';ir}ag fq‘rt,f
Jifibl. At latt, they may be difcered
by a cargful obfetver. ‘*Nfgy', -one. mag;
argué concerning _them, - pfarhags,f; with
greater certainty, from obvious appear-
‘ances; than from "the moft minute acs
counts of taxes and of the public revenue.
Of the condition of a nation - in other

refpedls; we muft be able to form the

fureft judgment from whit is obvious and -
vifible. 7 T P et

| SWugN we reafon; it this mianner; cons

 cerning the riches: or the happinefs of a

country, fromt twhat is fenfibles we aé’c
-miuch. like an audience, whe judge of the
“merit of a play, of of an. o‘ratiog; by ;thg;r
“inward feclings ¢ When they find -them-
felyes greatly 'interefted, - they’ conelude

N .

the poet or the orator is a mafter:

B4 ~from




’;‘.vm 'AgDVER“I‘vISE-MENT.

from the rules of criticifin, that a- piece
_Is'excellent; if, even when they are in'the
‘temper moft fuited to feel the: force:of it,
“they find - themfelves -cold and languid,
“notwithftanding all the efforts of the au-
v.”thox_'. “In like 'manner, - it may be .conclu-
“'ded, that when. a nation i encreafing in
‘ "'Tf'ches,jand is living at eafe, the effects of
1ts profperity muft be vifible and fenfible.
-~ But there is fearce any audience, in

whi_ch. one will not meet either with fome
four ill-natured people, .who are fond -of

 finding fault;' or with fome, who are fo
« full of wanity and affistation, that they like

/tc'? ;ontradift: Vthek,gommm«cpinion; or with
fome, ‘who through melancholy, or other

- diforders of body ér mind, are. not.in.a -

_Proper’ difpofition to be duly affected.
b ‘Somethlngvof the fame kind often h'appens
" in the State, ‘Thoughthe great body. of the

- people are fenfible of their own happinefs,
- many will be found of fuch four. and fuch
;pgje‘\zlfh difpgﬁtion_s, orfo .blin'dé,d with pre-
..j].udlCﬁS, or fo fretted by ,difap'poilzfmerits,
or of - fuch timorous and anxious tem-
pers, that they will . be contiynually.z';n-
agin-

.

ADVERTISEMENT.  ix

“-agining within’ themfelves, and, if they
““life under a free government, and in a
" learned age, will erideavour by their con-

“verfation and by their writings to- per-
fuade others, that-all things are in the

-greateft diforder; and that the happieft
“nation in the world is haftening to per-
dition. : !

Tus good-naturéd part of mankind,

~-no doubt, will agree in pitying fuch un-

‘fortunate and anxious citizens, for fancy-

<. ing to themfelves fo many imaginary evils,
~and; for undertaking the difficult tatk of
- perfuading others out of their fenfes, .or of
.- making. a nation believe that it is extreme=
-ly poor and opprefled, when, in truth,
~ it 1s rich and free. But there is not the fame
~agreemernt among politicians about ' the

“manner, ‘in “which fach peevifh. writings

“ ought to'be treated. - Some declare forde- -
~ipifing them altogether, both becaule they
-aim at an impoffibility, to wit, to convince
- a-powerful and a happy people, that. they
«-are weak and miferable ; ‘and becaufe there
~is, {feldom -any reafon to hope that: either
~'the authors themielves, or fuch as have

- adopt-
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adopted their opinions, will ever be cons
vinced of their errors. This is faid to- be
the cafe with all controverfial writers and
their writings ; the former are never to be

convinced ; the latter - have no effe& on

either fide. ‘The opinions and the princi-
ples of men are formed by other means.

* Bur- ftrong objections lie againft the po-
licy of .this principle. Books, paraphlets,
fongs, are known, from expemence, to have
confiderable’ influence both in forming and
-in confirming the opinions of mankind.
They have produced fignal effets in the
world. It ‘muft therefore be dangerous
in any government, it muft be fo- efpecially
dn a free: one, to negleft altogether the
‘compofitions which are publifhed, with-
out regasd to the firain i in which they are
~ written.: Like company, if they are of
a peevith gloomy complexion, they are in-
fectHous, and tend to four the minds of
the people. Befides, thes falfe opiniong
of men may be corretted, if objeéts are

fhewn them 'in a proper lght. . The .

‘world is far from being fo bad as many
‘imagine. ‘Many have a firicere defire to find

"ADVERTISEMENT. %

, out the truth, Tho’ they have been blinded

by prejudices, they are capable of convic-
tion. For' their fake the. truth ought to

'"be faxrly e*{po{'ed to pubhc v1eW

It s for thefe reafons, that the authm'
of the Characteriftics has propofed. to
give a more comfm table, and, ashe thinks,
a more ]uﬁ view of the ftate:of the Public,
than is to be feen in ﬁeveral late Wi 1tmgs

‘THE Wrxtmgs, on: whlch this auth@r s
‘to: offer fome - ammadverﬁans, relate to
our'paper-credit, ' to our taxes, tothe pub« °
lick debts, to our luxury, to our efferni-

"macy, and"to a’ variety of ‘other. political

fub)e&s ‘They have been compofed with
different - intentions. Someof ‘them

\ by “friends of the- Government,  with-

out “any bad defign; others, as: it “is

vifible, by its* fecret enemies,. “with an, in-

tention, not only- to foment faction, but’

“'to “promote difaffection. If ‘we: will be-
" lieve fome of thefe writers, the natmn,
“ever fince the Revolution, has been in a

peor and a wretched ﬁate. It is fo at

;:pr elent, and ‘all things are going to ruin.

Iﬁ‘ LPad




xi © - ADVERTISEMEXNT.:
‘Inftead of filver and gold; we have no-
thing but paper-credit, Our banks are per- -
~nicious, and are figns of our poverty.

Our taxes are heavier than we can. bear.

They render it impoffible for us to carry

on'trade. to-advantage ; they have made

‘us lofe. much of . it. already, -and as they

raife the. prices. of -provifions and labour,
they muft make us gradually lofe the re-

mainder of it, and.be under-fold.by other
‘nations_in -all the markets of the world.

* Qur public. debts . too \é.?rey cértain: proofs
of our low, condition ; fincé we are obliged

to:borrow, and: cannot raife the fums ne--
ceflary for- the, public - fervice, within-the

year. They could never have rifen fo

~high, unlefs we had been moft miferably -
opprefled by the Government, and are. fo .
great, that we will never be able to pay

-them : indeed,’ they ought not to be paid,
‘but:to be abolifhed at -once by aék of par-
~liament; with a few merciful exceptions; in

favour of widows, of orphans, and of fuch

~ others -as deferve compaffion.. . Nay, ac-
cording .to fome. of thefe' gentlemen, our
~agriculture is making very flow advances.

- Notwithftanding -all which difadvantages,

they

of the French. -

ADVERTISEMENT.  xiiir

o they affert,” at the fame time, that we are .

fwimming in all kinds of for,eig"n'luxl‘irj?t "

Thus one fort of w-ri.‘teré,

. Thereare othefs,‘who go. upon 2 dif-
ferent fyftem. ‘They corifefs that we are .
both rich and free, They even allow that

weare poflefled of an extenfive trade,. have

acquired immenfe wealth, and enjoy the
moft ample liberty. * But they maintain, at.
the fame time, that our liberty- has de-~
generated into licentioufnefs; that it hag*
produced an - effeminacy of manners, ex- -
tinguifhed the ‘good principles, ‘and ‘def-."
troyéd. the genius and ' capacity, of the

nation, -tofuch a degree, that we are now.

become - defencelefs, and run the greateft

hazard of falling before the fuperior genius

-'-"I-n-,‘,ppéofltipn‘ to both thefe kinds' of

writers, who exhibit- fuch a difagreeable

picture of the prefent age, the writer of the -

Characteriftics endeavaurs to fhew, ‘that
Britain is in an opulent ‘condition at pre<.

fent, ‘and has been very happy ever ‘fince

the Revolution: That banking is a very
. : - pro-




Ty ADVERTISEMENT.
proﬁtablé inftitution, and has greatly en=’

siched the nation : That, the’ our taxes are '

high, we are much ficher, than when they
{&rere much lower ; and carry on an exten-
five and profitdble trade: That, tho’ the

" greatnefs of the publick debt muft be a con-

fiderable lofs, we both are at prefent, and,
may _continiue to be hereafter, ncrl} and
happy, and -enjoy the ‘moft perfect liberty
and fecurity of -any nation in' the world:

" That the propofal to -abolifh the publick
- débts, without paying them, is neither jult

sior profitable:  That every fart‘hing';of
them ought to be paid; and may be paid,
without  any diftrefs to the nation; and
that, notwithftanding the juft complaints
of our tuxury, effeminacy, and corruption,
we have fufficient’ means of felf-defence,
dnd are fully able to fupport ourfelves
againi't ‘the French, or any nation ’Wha‘t-
evér. Thefe are the chief topics infifted
on in the Characteriftics,” The author has
digefted Lis refleCtions into the order,

* which' he thinks moft proper »fof_fét;ing

the prefent fate of the ﬁation',in a juft
light. . He doth not intend his little work

as an anfwer to any piece whatfoevers.

4 | yet

ADVERTISEMENT. xv

-yet he takes the liberty to animadvert - on

the writings of other Gentlemen, as- they

chance to ftand in his way, or have aflerted
contrary principles. Nor hath he. feru-
pled, from fear of the imputation.of pe-
dantry, to refer to the paflages of their

~ books ‘at ‘the bottom of the page.

-~ It is mean to flatter any court, any fac-

tion, -or any perfon whatever. Therefore,

how greatly {foever he efteems the govern-
ment.or the times fince the Revolution, he
will be- far from maintaining, either that
the governors have been guilty of a0 errors
fince that remarkable @ra’;. or that there
Is not an .odd concurrence of perplexing
circumftances in our prefent condition,
Neverthelefs, from a firicere love to his

- country, he thinks himfelf obliged to main-

tain, that, notwithftanding all errors,
which eitherare committed by the Govern-
ment at prefent, or have been committed
by it during'the aft feventy years, Britain

1s shuch richer, is much more fecute, and
enjoys many more advantages, than in
- any former period : And that, notwith-
fanding fome unlucky events and difap- -

point-
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pomtments in the courfe of the- prefent
war, the nation is fully able to defend itfelf
a.gamﬂ' all its’ enemies.. - -

_NEITHER wﬂl any wife .man, out of hls
zeal for the Revolution, which was found-.
ed on liberty, adopt: the {lavith doftrine,
that a true patriot will not fake notice of
fuch ervors as have been committed fince
that happy @ra, On the contrary, the

wifeft and beft friends of the Revolution .

will ever be the moft fincere lovers of li-
berty. - ‘They will, in particular, be the
moft ftrenuous fupporters of the liberty of
the prefs, and will boldly maintain, againft
all flatterers and time-pleafers, - that the
people of Great. Britain have a right to
take notice of errors in the admlmf’cratlon,
to point them out to public view, and to
lay them before their. reprefentatwes in

parhament.

Bur l1be1ty may degenerate into hcen,

tioufnefs. Some difcontented writers have
one too far. One ought not wantonly to

fuggeft, that the public credit isin danger,
' ' A .oy

ADVERTISEMENT, Cxvil

or, like the writer of three late Effays*,
to make a propofal for ere@ing focieties,
which fhall circulate no bank-notes,but at
an advanced price. Sucha propofal feems to

be too aﬁ'ummg It tends to create imagina-"

ry fears, gives falfe alarms, and can be

excufed only on the fuppofition, that. it
-will be without effect. W1th how much

greater prudence, as well as pious aﬁeéhon
to his country, does the public-fpirited au-
thor of the Querift + put. the following
query, “ Whether the credit of the public
“ funds be not a mine of gold .to Eng-
¢ land ; "and whether any ﬁep, that fhould
« Ieﬂén this credit, ought not to be dread-
¢ ed?” -How different is this gentleman
ﬁom the writer of the Three Effays,
Who, with an unufual vehemence, calls

upon- the  landed gentlemen, upon- the

farmers, and upon the manufacturers; to
put an end to our paper-credit altogether.

* The firft on the public debt ; the fecond on paper-
money, banking, &c; and the third on fruga-
lity; faid in the title page to have been prmted at
Londor, 1753.

1 The no lefs mgemous than pious Bithop of.

Cloyne,  See the 233d Quere of the Querift, 5th édi-
tion, printed 1750.
It




xviii . ADVERTISEMENT.
It is @ill'more dangerous and inéX-
cufable, - like. the author of a late Efti-
maté, to aggravate our vices and olir

weaknéfles fo much- beyond the truth, as -

naturally tenids to difpirit our countryren,
and to raife the fpirits of the French.
Duiing ‘many years; “the writer of the
" Charaéteriftics: “has' been: forry to read

fuch melancholy ‘and - unfavourable .ac- -

“counts. of the ftite of the Public. But, after

' the " daftardifing reprefentations given by
the author of the Eftimate, he could:no
‘longer forbear to: publifb his thoughts, and
‘to draw his ‘pen in -the.: fervice of his
country, - T et o0 SEIa

PART I

Of BANKS, and of PAPER-CREDIT.

§ political ftate of  Great :Britain, it is
neceffary to confider the nature. of

IN order to form a true judgment of the

Paper-credit, and whether Banks are ufe-
-ful or dangerous to a nation. . :

.~ Oxe. would think, the advantages of
Banks muft. have been fo manifeft from
 experience, that,’ long-before this time, no
- doubt could have been entertained .of their

ufefulnefs. But, -inftead of any univerfal

agreement - in their favour, fuch violent .
prejudices have been contracted againft
- them, - that not only the vulgar, who have
_never confidered the fubject, but {fome ve-

ry -inquifitive. and -ingenious gentlemen,
have fallen into confiderable miftakes in

this matter, and look on Banks as detri-

mental to trade and induftry.

|

- HowgVER, as experz'e;éce hath convinced
the #rading part of the world of the advan-
C

z , tages
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~ tages of Bankmg ; it will not_be difficuit

to fhew, from the nature of the tbmg, in

~ what manner Banks become ufeful in com-
, 'merce. -

- In a nation that.is chx:eﬁy‘ addu?ted to a-

grxculture and to pafturage, where the

people, fansfymg themfelves with a ﬁmple

life, and wantmg only a few convemencms,
~ deal but Jittle in trade and .in manufac-
tures; money will not’ be very neceﬁ”ary
Much of their commerce may be cairied on
by barter. - But, ‘where there is a great va<

. riety of manufaé'tures and commochtles,j
- where all forts of arts are encouraged, and

where. elegance. is frudied; much money
will not only be profz‘aéle,, but be abfs-

. {tate.

_ HOWEVER, there may ¢ be too. much mo-
‘ ney in a natlon. ~.And there i 1s certamly
too much, if it renders the.great body. of
the people idle, .and enables them to pur-
chale what they want, from - foreigners,

without any labour or induftry of their

own. This was, the caié with Spam, two
or

Iutely. nmﬁzry for the . ex1genc1es of the/‘

or PAPER-CREDIT. 2

or thiree hundred years. ago, _and did great

‘harm to: that country, But it will fcarce

be poffible to procure fo much money by
trade alone. ,

INDUS’I‘RY and labm\n ‘are fax better

than money, ‘and will foon beable to pro-

cure it in exchange for commodities. Yet
induftry ftands fometimés in need to be

guickened ; and money is very ferviceable

for this purpofe. |

LE’I’ us, fuppoﬂe, that there is a cextam
quant1ty of money and of commodities in-
any country. 'Thequantity of money may

- be faid to 1eprefent the commod1txes, and

to determine the prices of them, The pris

ces of particular commodities may vary in .
" different circumftances ; but, if the Sfums of
the money and of the commaodities contis -

nue much zhe fame, the prices, on the whale,

cannot much alter. In {uch a cafe, if no

more money. comes inte the country, un-
lefs the difpofitions of the people are re-
markably changed by fome extraordinary

“accident or revolution, it will be very diffi~

cult to carry on a great deal of more work

C3 - on
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on a fudden, or {peedily to 1ncreafe the. fum :

of the commodmes.

BUT ifa great fum of 1 money {hould be.

brought into the nation at once, and be dif-

~ tributed any way whatever, provided the

‘ labourmg and induftrious part of . the na-
tion do not get fuch fums as will: keep

them idle’; - though fome part of it would
undoubtedly be hoarded up, and- would -
thereby be rendered ufelefs, yet the great-:

eft part of it would be employed, and be-

come ufeful: - The great people would im-

medxately lay out part-of it in; :adding to
theie houfes,- to-theit: furmtuie, to their

equipages, and to their tables. The mer-
chants and manufa&urers would: employ .

more hands, and- carry. ‘on a greater . trade.
The- farmers- would improve their lands.
‘The graziers: would ‘breed a greater and a

better ftock of cattle, - Every one wouldbe'

enabled-to fpend a little miore, and to carry
on-his: bufinef§- better. : By thefe means
there would be every where more labour.
‘Of courfe, the commodities, or rea) riches,
'which are quite:ds ﬁrent from: mam’y, would
be greatly mcreafed

AG%I,N H

oF PAPER CREDIT 23

‘Acam i If the I’tock of money. ihould |
be increafed by this mduﬁry ; ory.if another
Jum_ of money fhould be introduced by
other ‘means, and be diftributed as before ;
this would again increafethe frock .of com-.
modities. And fo on contmually, or to a
ccrtam hmlt. whe s SRR

Now, Banks, fettled by pubhc authox 1ty

- ynder 'right regulations; continually -in~

creafe:the current fpecies;- by iffuing notes;:
which'circulate as. money.: - By giving-cre-
dit; ‘they furnifh- men-of fubftance. with the
meatis of gwmg greater employment to the
induftrious; and enable: merchants to carry-
on~a more extenfive trades. .. The.smore
fiotes the Banks ¢an circulate in: this way;.

~ the more will induftry and trade be pro-

moted. - Nor:can there be any limit, ;while
the borrowers from: thefe- banks can; give
good fecurity, and: the:managers: take care -
to”iffae ‘no more: notes,. than;’". by:-expe=
nence, they ‘have learned, they can anfwer,
accordmg ‘to the ordinary:courfe-of: de-
mand. - - Whatever: fums landed men, mer-
chants; “or others, borrow; Erowded they

Coyg T can
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can give good fecurlty, and botrow on rea-
{onable _profpects; this is fo: far from
being a lofs, that it increafes 1nduﬁry and

- confumpnon A great quantity of Bank-.
notes ‘only fhews, that’ great-fums have

- been borrowed by one part of - the nation
from another, upon good fecurity; for car-

_rying on trade, and for other reafonable
purpofes;  Which is fo far from being

either a fign, or the caufe, of poverty, that -

it is both the ﬁgn and a mean, of greater
rlches. .

Tris of no confequence, in th1s argu-
‘ment, that there may be more paper: -money
than filver and gold, “and that the propor-
tion betwixt them may not be afcertained ;

provided the former regulatlons are du]y
obfexved .

IT is of no confequence that foreIgn na-

tions will not take our Bank-notes. . They
will take our goods, which are - produced

by the circulation of thefe ‘notes among
omfelves. - :

N RS

S

of the people, fhall be increafed, before
. - they
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IT is of nio confequence, though the value
of the Bank-notes thould happen to extend
to a vaft fum, prov1ded the Banks, which
are: to anfwer thefe notes, have an equal
value in coin, bulhon, lands,  goods,- and

good debts, to which there s convement .
:accefs.

| -IT..is of no confequeﬁcé, though Iaﬁded
men, mortgage part of their eftates for

Bank-notes, and may be faid to coin their

lands, and to brmg them into the market
On the contrary, the more the lands of any
country are lcked up, the country muft be
tefs improved.  And the more eafily lands
can be transferred and exchanged in com-
‘merce mdu{’cry, trade, and manufactures

will be more fpeedlly and fuccefsfully pro-
moted

- BANKs are not only profitable, but may

be faid, in many cafes, to be ‘neceffary.

“When a fpirit of induftry is any way ex-
- cited in a nation, if, by this induftry,

both the commodities, and the number
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. they. have much commerce W1th fore1gn

matiens to. fetch, them money; in fuch a

condition, elther there muft be a_currency of .

- Paper-credit, or the induftrious part of

the people will - be contmually obliged to.
" ufe barter, Whlch will expofe them to ma-
ny inconveniencies.. -

IN faé’c we. fee that nations have pro- -

fpered by fettmg up | Banks. “'This is true
of Holland, of Genoa, and of other places;

arld it will be found to be_ true’ both of

England and of Scotland

BY makmg the 1nterei’c of moriey falI
: Banks muft promote 1nduﬁry and trade. ‘

PUBLm Banks are preferable to pnvatc
Bankers. ,_{:

IT may be obferved that Banks have
greateft credit under free governments, or

fuchas-have a ‘mixture of the ar:f’cocratlcal‘

_o‘ ‘democratical form; a{trong prefumption
* in their favour. Abfolute monarchies feem
hardly capable of fuch a wife inflitution.

Under arbitrary governments the'cr edit of
ot Banks
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‘Banks cannot be firm.  Abfolute princés”

would be dxfpofed to lay them under ‘con«"
tribution, and would have too ready’accefs:
to their treafures. It is eafy to fee; ‘how*
the ~ ingenious -author of the" ‘Querift:
would - anfwer the 303d query; which he:
hath propofed *, ¢ Whether it be’ poﬁible

<« fora natxonal Bank to fubﬁﬁ and mam-

“ tain ‘its credit undex ‘a French’ govem_-
ment Perhaps it might flourifh for-a’

Fittle ¥ime, under a very wife’ and jprince:’

but it muft fink under one of another cha~
racter, who would be tempted t6 lay hold
on is treafures, as our King Charles II.-
ihut up his exchequer, and feized the mm
- ney wluch belonged to his credltors.

"1y this manner we miay ] better account

for the want of Banks and of Paper- credit

n France, than by the fuppoﬁtlon of a fu-

_‘ * Fxfth edmon, prmted 1750 L :
~No- man--Rath explained- the. general ‘nature. of
Banking, . hath- fhown - 'the advantages of Banks, and

hath anfwered the ob_ye&lons againdt them, more con- -

c:fely, and ‘with' greater ‘force of argument, than ‘this
irigenious “authors whofe- (@er:ﬁ deferves well to
‘be perufed by every. Jover. ot hig country, and of
manku‘d

per ‘ior
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perior-policy in that country, in order to
acquire: and retain. greater quantities of
filver and gold. Thus, the French policy
innot inftituting Banks, in not admitting
fuch: a circulation of merchants bills as in
" England,: and in not. direétly -permitting
lending on -intereft, .which Mr. Hume
¥mdginesto be a mlghty advantage to the
French *, appears to be quite the reverfe,
and is truly a dxfadvantage, ‘arifing from
the pernicioas’ nature of an abfolute mo-
narchy e :

HOWEVER, Banks, hke all other poh-
‘ ncal ;nfhtutlons, are attended Wlth ncon-
veniencies, - The four followmg are much
' 1nﬁf’ced on. '

o

FIRST 5T hat 400’ great a run may be

made upon Banks, and they may not be
able to. anfwer their notes ;- by which ma-

ny innocent perfons:may fuffer, and a
gréat " deal of confufion may be raifed’in
the country.. ‘But in anfwer: Though this
mdeed 75 paj ible, there is lztz‘le dangfr qf 2

* In hxs I’ohncal Dxfcourfc of the Balanca of Trade.

Dhappening
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happening ; if the Bank is not originally on
a bad footing, and.the mifinanagements
are not very great. Banks have continued ‘
long in Europe, without fuch’ diforders ;
and may be {o well conftituted and mana-

- ged,as to prevent them i in txmes to' come: .

Seconpry; It is fald That Banks can-
not be depended on durmg civil wars, or
when a_foreign enemy is in the heart of
the country. But what can be preferved
in fuch a cafe? Shall we make no wife
eftablithments in time of peace, becaufe we’

 cannot fecure them in time of war?".’Tis.
true, if we cannot. defend ourfelves againft: .
‘the ‘French King, or the Pretender, Qur
Banks will be of little ufe to us. - ‘Buat; in
fuch circumftances, we muft lay our ac-

* count with .greater loffes than the lofs'‘of
our Paper-credit.. We fhould lofe our more

* fubftantial riches.” We fhould lofe our re-
ligion .and liberty, In fhort, we thould be

~able to fecure nothing but the foil of our.
ifland; and that too we thould be obhged‘
to cultwate not for ourfelves, but - for
others.

B'Es"rniag
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aBEanES thefe ob]e&lons, whxch may. be
: reckoned mconﬁderable, there are two of
greater importance. “The one, That Papez-s
money prevents the acquifition of greater

or PAPER-CREDIT. 31

ke lions of paper, money in this ftate is

“'below its level compared with its nelgh-
« bours, and it muft 1mmed1ate1y ‘draw -
“ frorn all of them, till it be full and fatu-

“ rate, fo to fpeak, and can hold 1o miore.”

- quantitics of filver and gold The other;
That it herghtens the price of labour, and
 therefore hurts our foreign ‘trade. ~ But
neither of thefe ob]eéhons reﬁs on a fohd

foundatlon.

This isthe  argument brought to prove ‘that
paper-money prevents the entrance of fil-
ver and gold. But 1t is too fubtxle to be
convmcmg

‘ IF at any peried, the coin in any kmg.

dom is erghteen ‘millions, “this nation may

carry on a- confiderable trade, and in time
‘may acquire twelve millions more in filver
and gold, without ‘Paper-credit. But i,

at the time at which they have only eigh-

teen mllhons in coin, the nation‘fhould

fall into the ufe of Paper-credit, ‘and

fhould crrculate a fum of twelve millions

in paper-money, in order to quicken” in-
duftry, and to enable the people to carry on
-amore extenﬁve trade, it is evident, they
/may caity on a greater trade with the thirty
millions of paper and cam, than ‘with - the

eighteen thillions of coin alone;  And, d@s-

they don't take paper in payment from. fo-

drelgn nations,. if they are gainers by trade,
they

i SUPPOSE (fays an ingemous wrzter *)
there are twelve. m1111ons of paper;, | that
K crrculate in a kingdom. as money, ‘and
“« fuppofe, that the real cafh is’ e1ghteen
e millions. Here is a- I’tate, which 1s
< found by experrence able to hold a ﬁock
4 »,“,_of tlnrty millions: I fay, if it be able to

' fhold ity it muft of neceffity have acquir-
e ed it in gold and filver, had it not ob-

« ﬁru&ed ‘the entrance of thefe metals by

. this new invention of Paper, Whence

« qopuld it bave acquired that fiim'? From dll

& the kingdoms of this world. ‘But why ?
L« Becaufe, if you remove thefe twelve m1l-

S

S

SRR

" Mr, Hume in- his: Polxtxcal Dxfcourfe of " the Ba-

knca of Trade.- .
« hor;s

Lo
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they muft receive the balance in filver and
. gold.  Confequently, the national ftock

muft be fooner increafed in the one cafe -

‘than the other, If we fhall fuppofe fur-
ther, that we could remove the twelve
millions ' of paper-money, without any
fhock or confufion, by allowing lefs cre-
dit ; we would only put a flop to fo much

.- induftry, and would difable the peopic
from carrying on fo extenfive a trade.
. This 1s not the way of bringing- in either
filver .or gold. How is it pofiible, there-
fore, that the want of fo much credit can

".add to the treafure of the nation in any

way whatever? o

- Tus other objeftion is more plaubble, |

and is ftated in this manmer by M.
Hume * : « That, by increafing the current
<« fpecies of a country, we increafe the
<« price of labour and provifions; confe-
4 quently, enable poorer nations, where
« Jabour and provifions are cheaper, to
« work cheaper, ‘and underfell us at fo-
< reign markets .~ That this is even a ne=
e ceffary confequence of a great trade, in

# In his Political Difcousfe of Money.
. S : ¢ whatever.

-
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« Wha[’eyer way it is upheld, and is infe-.
« parably connelted with great plenty of.

« filver and gold. On which .account,

« trade muft neceffarily circulate; and the

“ poorer ‘nations muft gradually carry it
¢ off from the richer. However, there is
« fome’ comfort (it is faid) in lofing our
« trade by plenty and fuinefs ; but it is ex-
¢ tremely foolifh to lofe it by an imagi-
¢ nary wealth, and artificially to increafe
“ the natural difadvantages of plenty.””

Tuis is the moft plaufible objetion,
that ever has been made againft Paper-
credit. - But, when fully examined, it will
appear to be ill founded. :

- Creorr of fime kind or other is neceffary
vyhgrevc;" there is much trade. In na-.
tions, where there is"great fimplicity of
maniers and little trade, there is little ne-
ceffity either of borrowing, or of 'buyir‘]g,

upon credit. But as commerce is. en-

larged, credit muft be enlarged in propor-
tion, There can be little trade, where

- every one buys for ready money,

Ir
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Ir therefore we would encreafe our

trade, we muft fubmit to the difadvan-

tages or rather natural confequences, a-

rifing from credit; fince credit is adfolute~
&y weceffary to an extenfive commerce.

In- whatever manner this credit is given,

'3t may be faid to come in the place of

money, to anfwer for it, or to fupply
the want of it. .It may be reckoned mo-
ney, and is truly a kind of money.

- CREDIT can never be given without end.

None will give credit but to men either

-of fubftance, or of integrity, prudence, and
attivity. Here then are zatural checks
_and limits, beyond which credit will not
be extended

REGARD being had to thefe zefural li-
mits, credit muft ‘always be ufeful to a

nation, while it fupports and encreafes in-
" duftry and ufeful labour.

Besiprs the credit given by private
dealers one to another, and the advantages
anﬁng from fuch credxt equal or greater
) ) ad-
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" advantages may be gained by a more re-

gular and publick credit, given by Banks
ander ‘proper regulations, and eftablithed
by proper authority. '

THE credit of thefe Banks; as well as
credit of all other forts, may be. faid to
create @ new fpecies. of money; which,
like all other kinds of money, muft cons
tribute to raife the prices of labour, of
ptov1ﬁons, and of all other commodities.
But this is neceffary in commerce, pro-
motes induftry, and 1s, upoen the whole, a
manifeft ‘advantage.

It may be granted therefore to. Mr.
Hume, that Bank-notes contribute to en-
creafe the price of labour, and, perhaps
of all forts of commodities. But this is not
a valid argument -againft banking ; fince

(it s, only by increafing indufiry and con-

Ji :mptzon, that Bank-notes encreafe thefe
prices. Mr. Hume confefles, that even a
greater quantity of filver and gold doth
not encreafe prices immediately’; that a
certain interval is reqmred before it pro-
duces thlS effect; that it muft fir@k quicken

Dz ‘the
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the diligence of every individual, before it

~encreafes the price of labour *. In no other
way can Bank-notes encreafe the prices
of labour or of goods : 'Notes muit, there-
fore, be beneficial.

- difadvantage arife from them which doth.
not arife equally from money. It is

true, they have no ntrinfic value; in which

refpect money is preferable to them. But

they are equally ufeful in all kinds of do-

meftic commerce.” They pr oduce as much -

induftry, as is produced by the fame quan-
tity of money, and ferve for money in

every cafe, except in tranfaé’cmg with

for eignel 5.

Bur mlght hot we have the fame in-.
It is abfolutely
As no man can trade to fo‘

duftry without the notes ?
impofiible.
‘ great an extent without credit, as with it;
{o paper, taken in payments, muft go far-
ther than money alone. When a fpmt of
induftry is once raifed, it may require a

larger eirculation .of fpec1e to fupport it,
than the gold or filver in the country can,
In' this cafe there is an abfolute

{fupply. :
“# In his Political Difcourfe of Money, ,
hes

" Nor does any other
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neceflity for Paper-credit. When there are
many induftrious merchants or manufac-
turers, who could ufefully employ greater
fums than they poﬁéfs, or can have on credit
from private hands, they can never carry
their trade to the utmoft length, if there
is not a Bank for furnithing them with

 this neceffary credit.. It may therefore be
allowed, that Bank-notes raife the prices
of labour and goods; but this is not fo
properly the effect of the notes, as of that

~induftry. which they raife and affift, and
which, with all its dxfadvantages, 1s confef-
fed to be beneficial to a nation.

WHETHER n. any one year half a mil-
lion is brought into a commerc1al country
by trade, “or iffued out by Banks, in notes,
upon good fecunty, 1t will ferve for the
fame purpofes. Part of it will be laid out
in producing more of the fame kinds of
commodities which the country produced

“before ; another part in making thefe
kinds better; another in raifing new ma-
nufaétures at home; another in procur-
ing more foreign goods. The farmer will
1alfe more and better grain; the grazier
D3 breed -
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breed more and better cattle; the manu.
faturer make more and better cloth; the
" artifan make better work, and in ‘a greater

T

T

SRt

quantity ; and the merchant will extend
his foreign trade. “Thus, the notes will

_ propagate and fupport greater induftry;

which will do greater fervice, by enczeaﬁng
the fubftance of a natxon, than it can do

harm; by raifing the pnces of ‘abour and
of pxovzﬁons

BesipErs; it is not upon the quantlty of
current {pecie alome, that prices depend ;
they rather depend on the proportion be-

" tween the number of buyers, andthat of
fellers.  If there are more buyersthan fel- -
lers, the prices rife, and rife in proportion
 to the greater number of buyers. When

the demand is leflened, or the fellers ex-
ceed the buyers, the prices fall ; if the de<
mand is much leflened, . they fall greatly,
Again, this proportion between buyers and
fellers depends’ on a thoufand accidents,

that make one fort of goods more necef- .

fary, fafhionable, or faleable, than ano-
thex Thus, when money abounds moft,
‘the pr1ces of fome thmgs fall very low,

‘ - and
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and when it is very fcarce, the prices of
other things are high, The moft neceffary
things, fuch as corn and cattle, will de-
pend leaft upon fathion. Yet thefe depend
upon it in fome meafure. At fome times,
and in fome nations, greater quantities of
thofe neceffary commodities are. confum-
ed than in others. But corn, and other

things that are moft neceflary, depend

oftener upon worfe and better crops and
feafons,. and upon the proportion between

the crops of different countries,

Besipes the quantity of money, - -the
manners of the people have a great influ-
ence in altering the methods of living, and

determining “the prices of labour and of

commodities. Thefe manners are change-

.able, and are found very different after

long .intervals of time. It is commonly
faid, that a crown, two or three hundred
years ago, ferved the fame purpofe which
a pound does at prefent*. This is true;
but not always, perhaps, in the fenfe in
which it is commonly underf’cood In fome

* Mr. Hume’s- Polmcal Difcoutfe of MOI_IC)’,»
D4 ‘ ~ cales,
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cafes, no doubt, one could have purchafed,
for ‘one crown, as much, as he can now
purchafe for four. 1In other cafes he could
not. But confidering the dlﬁelent methods
of living, there is a fenfg, in which it is
shways true. In thofe days in which a
quarter of a pound was equivalent to a
whole pound at prefent, men needed lefs
than they do now. 'They wanted only
corn, beef, and beer, coarfe cloaths and
coarfe furniture. A little money purchafed
them. Men of the fame rank in our days
want finer cloaths, finer furniture; and,
befides corn; beef and beer of ‘a better

" kind, they muft have fpiceries, fruits, and .

wines, and {tand in need of more money to

- ‘procure them. Thus, the methods of living

and men’s opinions are conftantly chang-

-mg, and vanety of circumftances, be-

fides the quantity of current fpecie, con-
tributes to make labour and provifions
deax er 3t one time than at another.

Mr Hume * feems to" be . no lefs

- miftaken in the lmnts, Wthh he: aﬂigns

to tlade, than in hls opinion of Bankmg

¥ In h;s Pohucdl Difconrfe of Money.
. . AC"‘
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According to his rhaxims, trade - gives
check to itfelf; and there is a limit, be-
yond which it cannot be encreafed Poor-
er nations, that is, nations with lefs money

- or foreign commerce, can work cheaper

than thofe, that are richeér; and muft,
therefore, carry ‘away their trade. On
this head, much has been faid of the dear-
nefs of labour and of provifions in Eng-
land, of their cheapnefs in France’; that the
French can work cheaper by a third, Itis
foretold that the French muft gradually
carry away the whole foreign trade of
England; fince they can underfell the
Enghfh in foreign markets.

" As to this particular faé’r that the
French work cheape1 than the Englith, I
{hall notexamine it. It cannot, however,
be true in all cafes. An Englifhman muft,
no doubt, be better fed, and earns higher
wages by the day ; but he will work miany

things by the piece, as cheap, or cheapel than

aFrenchman., He works harder, and can
do more work in the fame time. : Further,
there are places in Britain and Ireland, -

. where provifions are as cheap as in France.

But,
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But, be this-as it will, and though it
thould be glanted that, in feveral cafes,
poorer nations will work cheaper, and

be able to underfell thofe that are richer;
sicher and more commercial nations will,
in general, be able to make many things,

fwhzch pooxer nations either eannot make

at all,; or cannot make fo well. Hence
they may maintain a greater foreign trade,
notwithftanding a greater quantity of mo-

‘mney. Trade is, indeed, limited, becaufe

_trade over a poorer. Nay a greater quan- _

the earth and every thing in it are limited.
One nation can never extend its trade 7z
anfinitum, or over all the earth. But a -

richer nation, by a proper management,
may always maintain its fuperiority in

tity of money or credit, inftead of being
a lofs, will oftenr be an advantage for this
end. It is not evident either from reafon
or from experience, that there muft -be
an equilibrium in trade, as in fluids. One

" may eafily account, from other principles;
. for the circulation of trade, and for its
thifting its. feat from one nation to an-

other.
Bu T,
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‘But, in truth, neither the riches, nor’

~ the happinefs of a nation depends fo much

on forelgn trade, as many merchants are
apt to, imagine. Though fuch gentlemen
are better furnifhed, than others, with the

knowledge of particular falts, they are of-

ten mifled by prejudices, are too confined
in their views, and too much confider their
own particular traffic. After all that
they have afferted concerning the necef-
fity of foreign trade, it may juitly be
maintained, that fuch a nation as Britain,
with a large territory, may be great and
ﬂourifhing, may be more pbv‘verful than

. ever it has been hitherto, by induftry and

domeftic commerce, Wlthout an extenf ive
foreign trade,

A nation, where the people are not
bred to war, but are chiefly employed in
‘agriculture, manufactures, and other arts
of peace; if they lye on a continent,
where their neiglibours have great {fanding
armies, they alfo muft have a ftanding
army, or a very good militia, to defend
them from foreign invafions. If they pof-
fefs an ifland, fuch as Britain, and have

© not




44 Or BANKS, anp.

“hot a great ftanding army, or a good mi-

+litia, 'they 'muft” have- as much’ foreign ‘or
-domeftic trade; as will enable them to fup-
‘portagood navy for their fecurity. Foreign
trade is likewife an® advantage in other
.réfpects. ‘Itopensan’ eafy communication

“with-all parts of the globe. It gives s

- the means of enlarging our knowledge of

natuare and of mankind, and of acquiring -

a fhareof the riches of every nation. If'it

be managed with wifdom, it may be a -

more fpeedy mean of “acquiring wealth
than domeftic corimerce alone. If there

are ho minésin a-country, without foreign

trade it cannot have either filver or’ gold.
Butfuch an -ifland as - Britain, can never
be faid to ‘depend chiefly on its foreign
trade for its greatnefs and riches. A na-
" tion, ‘whofe territory is fo fmall; that its
native produce is not fufficierit'to feed and
- cloath itsinhabitants, carinot: fubfift with-
out aforeign ‘trade. " The Britith are in
different circumftances. ' “Their ifland ‘is
more thian fufficient to feed and to cloath its
inhabitants, - though they were much 'more
numerous_than they are. 'No' doubt they
will be the better for fome foreign deli-
' o cacles
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cacies and ornaments. ‘They will ftand in
need of fome foreign materials- for im-
proving their domeftic commerce. But
thefe can be procured without an extenfrve
foreign trade. If the people be generally
induftrious in improving their lands, and
in making the beft ufe of the produce of
their own ifland, they may both become
very numerous, and enjoy the neceffaries

- and comforts of life in great plerity, with

little foreign trade. 'This ‘is made out by
the author of the Querift beyond the pof-
fibility of-a reply. This is confeffed by
Mr. Hume*; who acknowledges, that,
when induftry and manufa@ures are once
introduced into a nation, they may lofe
moft of their foreign trade, and continue,

- notwithftanding, a great and powerful

people. . Nay, this gentleman fcruples not
to affirm, that the difadvantages to the fo-
reign trade of England, arifing from the
high price of labour, are not to be put in

‘competition with the happinefs of fomany
-millions of the commons of England, with

whofe.fupgrior riches, above thofe of any

¥ In his Political Difcourfe of Commerce,

Dy ' dthef
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other people, the high price of labour is

fo clofely connelted, . : :

Suci_a maxitm is fuitable to a humane
difpofition. Agreeably to fuch a benevo-
“lent fentiment, we ought to extend our
notions of trade, and confider not only
‘how much money it gains to a nation, but
how far it is conducive to the happinefs

- of the people. That government _and.—po-‘
licy is beft, wher¢ moft people are moft
‘happy and eafy. Neither government nor
trade ought to be'managed with the fole

- view of procuring vaft.richesto-a few, at
the expence of grinding the faces of the
_poor, and of rendering the. labour'mg_
people, who are the great body of a nation,

‘miferable.  The {yftems of too many, both

merchants and landed gentlemen, tend to
no other purpofe, While fuch gentlemen
- {wim in laxury, and bave more than heart
could wifh, they grudge a fmall pittance to
the lower claffes of mankind. We ought
to propofe more equitable and more_“mm{-
fiul {chemes, By confidering things in this
light, we may fee, how much the policy of
England is preferable to that of France.

~
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I is not propofed to compare the taxes
of England with thofe of France, or to
determine, which of them are higheft,
or impofed -with: the greateft judgment.
When the. expences of  the French armies
and government are fo great, when fuch-
vaft fums are’altually levied, when both
the people and their parliaments make fuch -
loud complaints of their taxes being fo bur-
denfome, it is fearce to.be conceived, that
the difference in the price of labour and of'
provifions in France and .in England
fhould arife from the difference of taxes.
So far as it is real, it arifes from another
fource. 'The Englith gentry in general ar

 richer than the gentry in France, -excepting

thofe of very high rank. The. middling
people in Englanid are richer than thofe of
the fame rank in France. The commons-
in-France are much poorer; and live more
pootly, ‘than the ‘commons in England.
Riches ‘are meore univerfally diffufed in
England, than.in France. Wherever this
is to be found, cateris paribus, prices muf
be higher. - Hence, the difference in-the
prices ‘of labour and of provifions in
France and in England is chiefly owing te
‘»" the
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the’ poverty of the commons in Frarice;

~and to the riches of the commons in Eng-

land : a truth, which ought to be acknow-

ledged for the honour of Englifh policy. .

Accordingly, Mr. Hume * confefles, that
the great advantage of England above any
nation at prefent in the world, or that

appears in_the records of any ftory, con-

fifts'in the riches of its artifans and com-

mon people; which, in his.efteem, is moft

fuitable to human nature, augments the

‘power of the State, makes the burden of

taxes feel light on every thoulder, and

ought to endear to Englithmen that.
- free Government under which they live.
- Thus, were we obliged to make a choice,

compaffion, as well as good policy, might
engage us to prefer a fcheme, by which

~ the fult of a people will be eafy, to .ano-

ther, that bears hard upon the multitude.

. But, in truth, England may have abun:

dance of foreign trade, notwithftanding

 the higher price of labour. An extenfive
- foreign trade is the natural confequence -

of a great domeftic commerce; fince it is

* In his Political Difcoutfe of Commerce. _
fearce

of PAPER-CREDIT. 49,

fcarce poffible, that an induftrious nation,
confifting of ten millions of people, fhould

not work up many commodities, which

they do not want at home, and fhould not

exchange them for the commodities of -

- foreign nations. ‘

I
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_Of National Debts; and of the
Source of the National Debts ,
of England. |
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SECT. L

- Of Narionar Deprs.

B \HE cafe of public banks and
that of public debts feem to be -
very differént. In a commercial

fiation the inftitution of banks, if notab-
folutely neceffary, is, at leaft, of - great -
advantage. As it keeps the money al-
Wways encreafing, it is calculated, in the
nature of the thing, to promote induftry
and trade. But public debt can mever
be profitable in its own nature, though
it may fometimes be both neceffary, and
attended with-accidental advantages.

o Tus cuftorn of. hoardiﬁg u?, in the
‘publick: treafuries, great fums of money,
Ez which
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which prevailed much in antient times,
and is fo highly applauded by Mr. Hume ¥,
has, at firft view, a very fpecious appear-
ance. It was indeed fuited to mnations,
which, like thofe of antiquity, lived in
fimplicity, and had a greater turn to a-
ericulture and pafturage, than to trade .

Ir a nation had few commodities or
manufaftures to export, it was neceflary

for it to have a good ftock of money to -
- purchafe corn in times of fearcity ; or if

a nation, that was chiefly addicted to a-
griculture, afpired at foreign conquefls, it
was neceffary for it to have great fums of
money provided beforehand, in order to
enable it to fend an army into ancther

country.

. TuovcH fuch nations may confift of
a greater number of people in the fameex~

tent of ground, than nations, which have

more money, and carry.on a greater fo-
yeign trade ; though by their labour and
+ Tnihis Political Difcourfe of Public credit.
# See the Differtation on the numbers of mankind,

in ancient and modern times. FPage 95, 96, &c. to
104. Seealfo the Appendix Page 270, 277, 272.

4 . :

induf-
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induftry ‘at home they may have all the

neceffaries of life in great abundance ;
though they may be more able to defend
themfelves againft an invafion, and may
be fironger at home, than a people more
addited to trade ; yet they cannot raife

fuch great taxes, nor raife them fo eafily-
and fpeedily, as commercial mnations.

Confequently; they cannot maintain fuch

‘great armies abroad, and may often be

lefs fignificant in the fcale of nations  for
maintaining the balance of power. Such
nations muft, therefore, be extremely fru-

gal. And the Public muft lay up great
. fums of money for purchafing provifions
in times ‘of fcarcity, or for their warlike

expeditions, if they do not refolve to live

on plunder, and to force their fubfiftance

wherever they go ; which will often prove
a very dangerous experiment. B

BuT nations, which carry on a great
tradé, and have much money, as they can
raife greater taxes more fpeedily, and with

~ lefs burden to the people, are not obliged

to the fame rules of frugality.  Nay,
hoarding up great fums of filver and gold .
' E3 S in
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in the public treafury will often be a lofi

‘to the Public. In placeof fuch a policy, it

will be ‘better if the Government levy no

gleater taxes than are neceﬁ'ary for the
prefent exigencies of the State, and Ieavc

as much money, as poffible, in the hands

of the people, to enable them to carryona

more extenfive tfade. Hoardlng up mo-
ney in the public treafury 15.like a private
man’s Iocklng up great fums in his cheft,
which he might lay out to advantage upon
antereft, or in tradc.

For tms 1eafon, the great quantmes of
plate, that are faid to be in France in the
churches and pr1vate houfes cannot be of

'any advantage in trade, ‘What neither

cir cula‘ces, nor is a fund of cr edit, can have
no mﬁuence in commerce, The ernch
could carry on a much greater trade, if all
this plate were circulating. ‘The Britith

'too could carry on a greater trade, if every

man poflefled of plate would either employ
itin trade, or lend it to fuch as would. In
this refpet, the Englith and Dutch, who
encourage fervices of china and other earth-

en ware inftead of fervices of plate, att

mor¢

Or NATIONAL DEBTS 55
more in the true fpirit of trade, than the

Genoefe. For the Tame reafon, the tax on

plate can hardly be reckoned impolitic * ;

fincs, by leffening the quantity of plate, it
prevents the want of bullion for the necef-
fary exigencies of the State. In general,
it is'both founder and more merciful poh—
¢y ‘(as Sir Matthew Decker raintains in
his Effay on Trade) to lay tdxes on articles
of luxury rather than upon the neceffaries
of life,- ' :

ON the fame ground, one cannot fee the
advantage of fuch banks as Mr. Hume

PlOpOfCS, Whlch lock up all the money,

give out paper inftead of money and ne-
ver augment the. cxrculatmg coin . If

‘there is no. other fecret in the bank of

Amﬁerdam, if all thofe vaf’c treafures,

“which have been laid up in its dark ca-

verns from time to t1me, have remained
untouched hitherto, it feems to be altoges\

% M, Hume fufpe&s, that the tax on plate is impo-

litic in Great Britain., See his Difcourfe on the Balance. ‘

of Trade. .
1 Inhis Polmcal Difcourfe of Money

E 4 . ther
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ther unﬁutable to the Pohcy of fuch amer-
cantﬂe p\,oplf*

. ArFTER ad a poorer State cmeﬂy adch&-
ed to agriculture and ‘pafturage, and lefs
employed in procuring the elegancies and
ornaments of life by an exfenﬁve trade,
may be, in many refpe&s, preferable to a
richer commercial nation. . The inhabi-
tants of fuch a poorer country may be more
numerous, more bealthy,. and more vir-
tuous. They-may, by being more war-
like, be more able to- defend themfelves at
‘home ;.. and may likewife be abundantly
provided with the real neceffaries and con-
 veniencies of life. In fuch a cafe they may

adopt every frugal {cheme. They will not

‘.need Paper—m edlt and’ but very little mo-

ney: At the fame time, -they may be very -

happy; happler, perhaps; than richer com-
mercial nations. - But, if they will not be
- fatished with fuch fim; )hczty ; ifa people
mu{’c have dehcac1es and omaments, and

Th\. author of the Querift puts a very proper
query on this head, <¢ Whether money lying dead in the
bank of Amﬁerdam would not be as ufelefs as in the
mine ” sth edition 1750, query 242.

the
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 the trade and manufatures that are necef-

fary to procure them; they muft not ex-
clude thofe maxims, that are fuitable fo
fuch an end. It isridiculous to be perpe-
tually extolling trade .and manufactures,
while we are conftantly railing at what is
evidently conneéted with them, or necef-
fary to procure them. This is to at in-
c,Onﬁﬂently', and'to aim at impoffibilities.

Taxine things in thls view, it may be

’eaﬁly demenftrated, that public debts are

not fo dlfadvanfageous in rich commercial
nations; as in nations where the agriculture
bears a greater proportion to the trade and
manufa&ures. -

A private man may. be obhged to borrow

‘and may borrow with great advantage to
his private affairs.  The fame thing holds
~in the cafe of anation. If the Gevern-
‘ment has fome grand and ufeful {cheme in
g v1evv, either to drain marfhes, to render.

rivers navigable, to encour age fome branch-

€s of mduﬁry, or to maintain their hberty

or trade againft a powemd and dambitious

‘enemy, and cannot raife the : ueceflary {'um,s

by
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by taxes in due time; it may be prudent to

Borrow the money, and to eﬁabli{h-a pro-
'i;ef method of repaying it at leifure ¥,

If the people have a confidence in the Go-
vernment, the fecurities given by the Puy

. blic, bearing a certain intereft, may not

only become a fund of paper-money
which may eafily be transferred from hand
to hand; but become fo convenient for
merchants or others, that they may very
reé.fqﬁgbly rife above par. 'If‘hus' there
may be a folid foundation for ftocks or
public funds.  Merchants, having part b_o‘f"
their eftates in the ftocks, ‘_Whl.ch rthey'cgr;-
command at pleafure, may cither be more
rééﬂy; than. it would be poflible for them
otherwife to be, for any profitable adven-
ture in trade ; or, if no fuch adventure oi:’-
fﬁ}s, "'may havea moderat.e intereft .for them;
money., In this there 1s a manifeft ad-
w;{ziﬁ‘tége.; Without doubt, the t.rade_ of
Englah‘d has been promoted, and its mer-

3 Itis not theréforé univerfally true, That a nation

' ' ife within the
sught never to borrow, but always to r_a]fc; within th
Sga%' the money neceﬁ'ar’y for the currentfervice. Thisis
A g"oé&lgéneral rule ; perhaps it ought feldom to be de-
péar'éed from. But, in feveral cafes, it may neither bg

Tible, tor be expedient. .
e chants
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chants had advantages from the nature of
their ftocks, above thofe of other-nations ¥,

- % The following queries, propofed by the ingenions '~
Bifthop of Cloyne, ferve toilluftrate the nature of public
funds, and ‘thew, that what originally flowed from ne-
ceflity and want, may afterwards become beneficial to
the State, : SR
Query 233d. Whether the credit of the public funds
be not a mine of gold to England ? And whether any
dtep, that fhould leffen. this credit, ought not to be
dreaded ? ) .,
Query.234th. Whether fuch credit be not the prin-
cipal advantage that England hath over France, I may
add, over every.country in Europe ? o
. Qaery dasth. ‘Whether by this the public is not be-
come poflefled of ‘the wealth of foreigners, as well as
natives ; and whether England be not, in fome fort, the
treafury of Chriftendom ? L Lo
“And afterwards, treating of the bank of Amfter:

dam, he afks, . . .
. Query 296th, ‘Whether it be not the greateft- help
and fpur to commerce,. that property can be fo readily
conveyed, and {o well fecured by a compte in bany, that

“is, by.cnly sriting one man’s name for another’s jn the

bank-book ? ] o . e

- Query2g7th. Whether,” at the beginning of the laft
century, thofe, who had lent money to the public duting
the war-with Spain, were not fatisfied by the fole expé-
dient of placing their names i g compte en ban-, with'
liberty to transfer their claims S ,
o %sry 298th.” Whether the examplé of thefe eéafy
transters in the compre'enbanc thus cafually erected, did
pot tempt other men to become creditars io the public,
inordet to profit by the fame fecuré and expeditious
méthod of keeping and transferying their wegfgh?

IF
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Tt 'is evident likewife, that the {chemes
‘carried on by the money thus borrowed
By the Public, and become a part of' the
National Debts, may fo much promote. the
trade and riches of the nation in certain

_ cafes, that, by a moderate tax upon the -

, additional riches, a fum may l?e raifed fuf-
ficient both to pay the yearly intereft, and

- gradually to repay the 'principal,

It is true, fome moneyed men, who have

" farge {hares in the flocks, may give over
trade, and fatisfy themfelves with the -

. tereft of their money on government-fecu-

fitics. 'This may often be a lofs; and,
whenit happens, I fhall not cavil with

Query . Whether thi banc hath riot
very 2ggth. Whether this comple en
pr'c%édr{»ette'r than a mine of gold to Amfterdam ?

Query gooth. Whether that city may riot’ be faid te -

owe her greatnefs to. the unpromifing accident of her
having beenin debt more than the was able to pay?

" " Much to the fame purpofe fays a‘celebxjated Fr;nch
author,fpeaking of jEngland, It will have a furé cre-
«'dit, as it will borrow within itfelf, and pay itfelf.
« Ty may happen, that it will undertake enterprizes

¢« above its natural-ftrerigth, and improve againft its .

"¢ epernies thofe immenfe fictitious riches, which.the
# confidence repofed in, and nature of its government
¢ will render-real.” o

De P Efprit des Loix, tome i live 19, chap. 27,
any
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any of our writers about a name, and call
thefe gentlemen merchants*. But fuck
gentlemen may have got their money as
honeftly, as others have got their lands:
they may ufe it as honeftly, and with as
much advantage to the Public. - If fome of

falling ftocks to gain exorbitant profits,;or

they may not perhaps do more harm than
landed men by raifing their rents too high,
by fqueezing their tenants, by boarding up
their corn in times of fearcity, and by
grinding the faces of the poor. Lamded
men ought to be cautious of propofing to

away . the eftates of the ftock-jobbers, as
édle and ufelefs members of the State. If ever
- all #ich, idle, ufelefs members of the fociety
not be the only fufferers.

It is not eafy to affign limits, or to deter-
" % The writer of the Three Effays refufes to cali

them merchants,

v

 rowing:

S

them take undue advantages of rifing or -

take undue methods to raife the flocksy

abolifh the public debts by a law, or taking
fhould be-punithed, fockjobbers would

mine, how far a nation may go in bor~

oo
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rowing. - Neither, indeed, would it be
good policy. It is much better to keep far

on' the fafe fide, and never -to ftretch the .

public credit. But, - certainly, the limits

for fuch a rich commercial nation as~
Britain, are larger than many have imd-

gined. Dr. Davenant, inthe end of 'the

 laft century, when the public debts were -
about fourteen millions, was pofitive, .
that, if they were fuffered to rife higher;
“nay, if they were not' gradually cleared,

England muft be undone *.  Yet we have
feen.them rife to thrice that fum, while

the* hation is become richer thati it was -
Cbefore. How-

% "Tis -in vain for the anthor of the Three Effays

(pag.. 15, 16.) to pretend, -that this prediftion has
beenverified by the change, which has happened-in
the property of ‘thelands of England fince the Revolu-
tion : A change fo great, that he imagines a greater
would not have happened even after a Turkifh cor-
queft ! ’Tis evident, Davenant had no view to changes
of thisnature; he meant, that the lands would be
much worfe cultivated, whoever had the property ;

that the inhabitants would be gréatly diminithed, and -

would become poor. In this fenfe, which is the true

one, the prediétion has failed. Davenant was 2 man

of 'mare fagacity, than to confider the change of hands,

"and the fhifting of property, as 4 certain indication of de-

. cline, This is often the {ymptom of the encreafe of trade

- and riches (as fhall be thewn afterwards ) It often hap-
pens under the beft and happielt’ Governments. B,

Or NATIONAL D\EBT-S; 53

. HOWEVER.;Q. imit muft ceftain]y_ be. .
No nation can contract debts without end.

Public debts may be too high. One may

‘- be authoriz\ed to fay, the debts of Bii.

tain are high enough at prefent ; fince the
lcg.;{l.gturc appears evidently to be of - this -
opinion, and feems anxious to have them

reduced.”

if Britain s to be overrun by a Turkifh o any ab-

folute - Monarch ; - if . we: .were ‘to- ‘lofe - our liberty

and free Government ; all .the mifchiefs, . that were -

predifted by Davenant, and many others, would hap-

pen.. -Atthe fame time, the property of ‘lands ‘might

I ches were -
afing. indeed, could there b ufe
. ;)yf; a‘;x}]:er‘1r’}gheproperty,l1 but ‘the arbitrary ’vevi?? };fc'a&f;
_‘fmm\(;‘né ¥ hil:lo[lil:;‘ss’, indeed, might take an eftate -

renain more fixed, than whe
nair > fix 4 1 trad - 1i
encreafing. ' Hardly, AR

1 and beftow it upon a 1

e nother,

Gg::e,amldﬂ the:oppreflions and vi,nfecuritypunder ﬁic};f ra :
'eriment, we cannot fuppofe fich g quick encreaft

. of riches, as would enable. the Induftri .
! Sy as d er lduftrious to pg
eftates [0 faft, as in times of greater libertyqazg;f:éi;

My,
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SECT. IL
Of the SovRCE of the NATIQNAL; DEBTS
T of England. ' B

e

HEN we confider the vaft debts,
%/%/ - that have been contraéted in Eng-
fand; in one view, it feems impoffible
intirely to juftify the -condudk, which has
been the caufe-of them ; in another, fuch
high debts are not a bad fymptom.of the
times, -and mark -a peculiar. dittinction
betwixt the temper of the nation before

" and'fince the Revolution,

. WHEN a free governmcntm 1s ,ablc to .

~ contrat great debts by borrowing from
its - own fubjets, this is a_certain fign,
that it has gained the confidence of the peo*

\i ple. * If foreigners are “cager to have a
*fhare of its funds, this fhews ‘the confi-

‘dence of the meighbouring nations. If it

* _.be true, that the people of Britain have

entrufted the government with more than
- fixty millions, and foreigners with more

than twenty, fuch a government muft
o ‘ have

hive. a firm credit,

0r NATIONAL DEBTS. 65
*Fis by. this firm
credit, among other things, that the go-

vernment ever fince the Revolution has
been remarkably diftinguithed: from the .
.government during the four preceding
~ reigns. ‘ - :

How often have we been fold, with:a

» Apart‘icfular emphafis, That all our debts
‘have been contraéted fince the Revolution 2.

‘To fuch, as know the hiftory of for-
‘mer times, the mention of this is unnecef-
fary. None of.the four preceding reigns
‘had any eredit with ‘the people. = Before
‘the Revolution the nation could place no
confidence in its governors; for they were

- continually giving them ground .of jea-

loufy, and were fecretly undermining, or
openly invading, their conftitution.

How“ 6pen1y did ja.mes.the'Fi,x'& of Eng-
land propagate ‘a flavith fyftem, as the

" true {yftem of the Britith government,

¢ The abfolute power of kingss their
-« hereditary, indefeafible, irrefittable, di-
.« vine right; the rights of their fub-

¢« jeSts being originally derived . from

F * theip
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gave an univerfal difguft, and made the kmg

e the1r grace and favour, .ar
X 'okable at the*,_g leafure, - i

' flity, “of whlch they th
'udges, theu' '

found ‘moft exped1ent
, of p_arhament th
ght to" preferibe to the" confciences
« of thexr fubjects, at leaft, to regulate
all : forms and cercmomes inre-

. the e d‘
fuch like. ﬂavxih pr1nc1ples, were common
topics of . }us converfation. _He.

Y of .harles"l the :l:lghts |
of the fub)e&s were {o openly violated, as

2 lofe
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Tofe the confidence of his people. Charles
Hittifelf eritertained too high an opinion of
‘th authonty of kings. . Nor need ‘we be
furprifed that the nation was extremely"
‘alarmed, after feemg the ‘court dlibover {fo
ﬂrong an inclination to rule's
fments, and take fuchw:d‘ fteps,
n “arbitrary | governm_ h
and‘ﬁate., L

WHEN we reﬂc& on' the attempts, ‘tha
‘were made againtt our freedom durin,
relgn, ‘we ought not to be ungrateful to the
mieimory of thofe generous patnots, ‘who; in
oppofition to an’ arbltrary court, fo bravely -
afferted the caufe of liberty, and main-
tained -the’ rights  of ‘the people.  ‘We

fought ‘to applaud that valour and Tove 10 .

then ‘country, which' fhone: confplcuouﬂy
in' their charaéter. - But as an enormous
ambition and -enthufiaftic rage at length
mixed in their counfels; and hindered them
from fihithing': happlly ‘what they had ‘fo
glorioufly begun; in fo far they deferve
to be condemned ; nor could they ever ob— :
:am a ﬁrm crcdlt w1th the people.» o

Fo I
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Ir s necdlefs to enter minutely ‘into

the {pivit of thofe times. One: would not
be fond ‘of bringing .tdo fevere .an. accu-

meafiares  cannot poflibly - be - defended.

' Whatever were the virtuesof. thofe princes

as mep, as kings they manifefly aimed
4t arbitrary power. Whatever were the
crimes and weaknefles of thofe who op-
i?@féd{thém,;_ a warm oppefition in thofe
wo reigns, feems to have been. neceffary
for preferyi

vour of King Charles I. and of the party
who  fupported . him; and againft the

us defenders. of civil and religious-1i<

berty. -It is very poffible, that L.am biaffed-
‘on the other fide... The religious puritans- ;
@fth@fcdays had great weaknefles ; but’
thofe weakneffes were mere excufable than

. thc fuperftitious bigotry of Charles’s court .
and minifters. Thofe who govern ought

S In the Hiftory of Grea;t;\-ﬁfirain, vol. 1. o
‘ R 7

fation againfl the two firt kings of Great
Britaifi.. - At the fame time, many.of their

g Britifh liberty. - It is ex-

‘*"—“—_. e
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to ‘be’ wifer than the people who are go-
verned. - In matters of religion, fuch as
have authority ought to fhew 1indulgence
to fcrupulons confciences. But the court
of King Charles I, knew nothing but feves

. xity. -Contrary both to juftice and to good

policy, they embroijled the nation for :the
fake of fome unneceflary ceremonies in wor=
thip. - The defenders of civil liberty, no
doubt, fell into great excefles, and carried
their claims too far.: - But ‘our hiftorian

treats them with a feverity not agreeable to--

that gentlenefs which he ufually exercifes
towards.political miftakes. It is even with:

caution, according to Mr, Hume; that we

ought to afcribe the préifes of a good ci-
tizen' to Haniden, " though celebrated by

hiftorians of ‘the- moft oppofite parties, for
virtue and. integrity in “private” life, affabi-

lity' in’ converfation, penetration and ‘dif<
cernment in counfel; temper, art and elo-
quence in debate; induftry, vigilance and

enterprize in action ; and valour in wir LA
Nay, fo cautious is the hiftorian, that he

feruples to determine ‘pofitively, whether
this generous lover of liberty was adtuated

_* Hiftory of Great Britain, vol. i, page 353,
- g ! :
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by privateambition, or by honeft prejudices..

How much more generoufly would he have

been treated by the mnobler antients, who
_would not have fcrupled to: beflow the
' higheft praifes on his-heroic patriotifm, and

. would have confecrated his name with the .

Ariftides’s, the Brutus's, and the Cato’s of
the ‘antient world. o : S

‘IY.IN'iudgiﬁvg of the mierit of ancient par-

ties, it is not' equitable to compare t{:eir
principles and manners .wx.th; 'ghofe of a
more enlightened age. 'This is not the fur-
eft way of forming a foun.d. p:.idgment'of
théir pretenfions. To do juftice to our

brave. forefathers, we thould not compare

thesr Apirit and opinions with the opinions
and {pirit of our times, but W1_tt.1 thofe of
their cotemporaries and ant;agomﬁs. V‘We‘
fhould confider. the neceflities to which
they were reduced, and what fpirit was
fuiitable to the age in which they lived.
Fimes of civil war and fierce diffention

gbout religion, notwithftanding the cou-.

rage and military bravery which they tend
to produce, notwithftanding that noble ar-
dor for liberty, and fervent zeal for reli-

' : glon,

~ of temper. Wi need niot; thefefore; wo

thi which' many are femarkably in<
‘may juftly be called unfortunate to
at live in"tHem.  Befides the ex=
amities of “war, * with which theé
iflicted in' fach times;. they beget
4nn" uncormon keentiefs; if not:acrimony;

der fo much, as Mr. Humie; that our genes
rous anceftors, who were engaged in fuch
arduots conilits, edrried fome things too
far'; and thiat their genids; though' fuitable
ofe fierce tinmes” it which™Providénce
lot, dppearsfo’different fromi
d'nidre fociable fpirit ‘of-the

ehie milder and
pitfent agel

gned but..a
fhort time- after-His refforation, ‘when'he
16 the conifidétice 'of his fubjeds:  The
reftoration “of "thig’ ptince in“fo hafty. a

“Kine Charles' IE: had' reig

miannei; swithout fome fuch“folermmdeclas

ritionsof the rights of - the nation by par:.
liatient,” as were afterwards made atithe
Revolution,” can’ be juftified only--by- the
neteffity'of a'fpeedy fettlement at that time.

fich «an’ eatire corifidence'was not'a-little
- o dangerous.
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dangerous. - The true friends of ‘_lib'ert.y
foon had reafon to repent of their complai-
fance. This indolent and inaétive prince
difcovered that he inherited the principles
of his father; though he would neither
run the rifk, nor take the trouble of efta-
bhﬂnng his favourite fyftem, Guided by
- French ‘and. popith coupfels, he foon: loft
the hearts of his people,  How poorly
"did he fhut up his exchequer, to avoid
paying a million and a_half of debt, that
he might be better able to affift the rench
to conquer the Dutch, contrary to the in-
tereft of the nation |. What unjuft, feve;rg,?

and foolith attempts were made in his

reign, as well as in his father’s, to 'fett'lc
- what will always be impoffible to fettle; in
a free and proteftant country, an exact
* wniformity in matters of religion. | - But fe-
verity to proteftant diffenters, and a fecret

management in favour of the church of

‘Rome, were preyailing maxims in thofe
two reigns, ' :

: THE deﬁglis of his fucceffor j_aﬁw__sil}

to eftablith an arbitrary government, and

to reftore popery, were yifible to the whole:

natign
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“nation, opéncd the eyes of thé.peop‘l‘e_-, and
brought about the Revolution. - .

o ,WHA}T confidence épuld the nation’

‘place in princes of fich charadters, who
were continually ftruggling with their par-
Jliaments, and difcovered a manifeft incli-
nation to be free of them altogether
‘What wife men would have #rufied fuch
princes with their money ! None of 'the
four princes before the Revolution had
“credit enough to obtain fuch great fums as
the people have chearfully contributed

fince that memorable zra,

THrs confidence . of the people arifes
from the moft obvious and palpable ap-
pearances, and is founded on the moft juft
and reafonable grounds. Since the Revo-
lution, our princes have avoided thofy
rocks on which their predeceffors ran with
precipitation: The Britith have enjoyed
greater liberty and fecurity than were ens
joyed in the preceding reigns.  The great
body of the people find themftlves ealy
and fafe, The adminiftration is equitable

gnd mild, The Sovereign fummons - the

Parliameng




4 Or NATIONAL DEBTS,
parliament. regularly, according ‘to law.
The King and his parliament meet and
 part amicably. They enact fuch laws as
are thought proper. Sometimes the land-
éd; fontetimes the trading intereft, is more:
- immediately confidered. Great regard is
paid to the general opinion of ‘merchants
and of the people, If they are¢ offenided
at any law that has been enaltéd; if
defigning men have raifed a clamour, and
rendered’ the people uneafy; fach is the
lenity of the Britifh government, fuch- their
regard-to the woice of t‘h’e“/Public, “that,
though the people; perhaps, had no juft’
reafon to have been uneafy on account of
‘the law itfelf, yet if this’ law was not
. thoughtof importance enough to juftify the
fuffering . them to remain uneafy under ir,
it has been known, that, the very next {effiori
of parliament, - the minifty have made the
“motion fo repeal it, Inftead of flagrarit'at-
tempts’ to firetch tHe‘prengative; as in
former times, the people can fee nothiing
but legal government. If it is doubted,

whether the King can execute any parti= -

cular, neceffary, or falutary project; by
wirtue of his prérogative, inftead of urging
B : “the
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the plea of neceffty, as was frequenitl;
‘d_one'before the Revolution, o ,catclhﬂinvg” az
r-{uch an opportunity férfen[argz';z’g the pré;'
regative without law ;  a bill-is immediate~
ly brought irito parkament to explain,‘o;'

to enlarge:the powers of the Crown, -A-

midft affeCted cries of flavery and opprefs
fion by the difaffected or‘difé}(;n‘:;gtgg Plii;
body ¢an obferve inftances of - this Op}aref '
fion. "Eyery‘ indyftrious man is- able ho;
only to live by his induf’try, but to live m
.much greater plenty, than in France or
under any: abfolhfct:*moharchy, He ﬁ’nds

indeed, the prices of many things H-ighe‘r-,
than they were in former timésﬁ "Whéthe:"
.;ﬁ‘gm taxes, or for other reafons, he dbes"
not perhaps inquire.  Neither-does he cal.
;f:uia-te, how much he pays towards clear-

Ing: the public debts. But, vvi'th'c-mtfan-
foch caleulation, he finds more mone‘" ty‘
pay thofe higher prices, and fees, thét);ve?
Ty one may /ive bappily under a géntle ad-
miniftration, and the proteCtion of law

Such a concurrence of favourable circum:

ftances makes the people ea(y.. They have:

: go%/zdé’fz(e m_ic_he government, and are not to
- 0¢ moved either by the alarms given by

the

S
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':h timorous or difcontented, or by the
€ L ) _ ; . r o

arts of the difaffected, and their ftudi-

ed reprefentations of oppreffion and po-.

Riefty amidft the greateﬁ liberty and plenty.

~But have there been 75 mifmanage-

“thents under the government fince the Re-.

volution ? ' Has this government fallen in-
t6 70 errors ? Has;it-been” g%ulty Qf 70 f‘b"
ufes ? Whatever may be-fax‘d.by,fgwning
;I'T)‘él-aﬁfcsz, the beflt fr"iend’_sﬁdf the Reyolutgn v
will not fay this. They do not ‘_d‘ov.upt? ; at
men without virtue, or without ‘abi 1;);;
have too often been employed ; qlat;ﬁ?cd'
men have mifmanaged public affairs, “alzi L
einbezzled the public money ; th_at(t_frau s‘
have been committed; that fervices have

* been paid for, which were never perform.

ed; that others have been purchafed at an
th}a;};gant ‘ price ; that _many flece,lt,ful
arts have been employed in the.. manage.
ment of the ftocks; and .tlaat fuch abufgﬁ
have too feldom been punifhed. Thou;)g _
they are far from believing that. the ba-
Tance of power in Europe is an idea intires
ly imaginary, they will not affert, tha}; v:e
‘h‘aV‘c“ nf{i burdegi_sd ‘ourfelves ‘z‘o‘? 717)2?; f; 1;{}2 |

Or NATIONAL DEBTS. 5,

| : ﬁr‘efcrve it.  Far are. they from fhihkihg,

-that a// our foreign wars and negotiations
have been conducted with the greareft 1kill
and ability; that our taxes have been im=
pofed with the decpeft judgment that our
tevenues have been managed with | the
Sricleft frugality. They cannot believe;
that, if the adminiftration fince the Revo-
lution had been entirely patriot and fru-
gal, the public debts would have rifen fo
high, or not have been fooner reduced.
All human governments are fubject to
abufes. The government, fince the Revog
lution, has not been exempted from them.
Generous friends of liberty will not deny
it. They will not proftitute their honour.
They will not defend what is wrong, When

they celebrate the  government fince the

‘Revolation, they do not celebrate it on ac-

count of zhe frugality of the adminiftration,
or the watchfulnefs,of men in power, ei-
ther in preventing or in punithing abufes.
What they celebrate is of a different na-
ture. . By the Revolution the conftitution
has been rendered more perfect. -That ad-
mirable and fingular mixture of a here.-

ditary limited monarchy and fplendid ari-
‘ ‘ 8

ftocracy,
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ftocracy, without the power of oppreffing;

- and of an equal demotracy withour its'un=
fteadinefs and -confufion, thines with fupe=
rior laftre. By means of the Revolution;’
the proteftant religion, which feemed ‘con=

“tinually to.bein danger from the influence
of popifhi kings or popifh queens; is per-
feltly fecured: By means of the Revolus
tion,: we enjoy an entire fecurity from all
kinds of perfecution, liberty of worfhips

jping ‘God according 'to “our confciences; °

fafety to -our perfons againft arbitrary ims
prifonments, fecurity of our lives and pro=

perties from arbitrary judgments, freedomi -

- fromall taxes, penalties, or punifhments;
without: confent of parliament, liberty of
fpecch -and debate, of wyriting and’ print<
ing, in the moft ample manner we can de=
fire. Thefe are bleflings which we have

offeffed more abundantly' than ‘ever we

did before.. -Such a perfect liberty and fe=
«curity- have given fo great encouragement
to induftry and trade, that,. netwithftand-"
ing -our high taxes and great national
debts; we are much richer'and more powz"

-eiful, than befors the Revolution:

"FHOUGH -
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. THouGH the true friends of libert will
ver deny weaknefles in the admin}ilﬁfétinei
they cannot but fee, at the fame time, ‘tlcum,
many. of the abufes which théy éonfef; : i:
lament, naturally arife from the :fr'e'édin .
of our government,. . and are»wev'ils‘néa‘ ;n
connected with. the bleffings we enq b v
mOft other nations, There can by o gy
mixed happin.efs_ in this-world, A?iot?nw
;znnqt have Jufb-enough of any ;thiﬁgaézg
. : R S g - B 2 -
with 1t a certain portion of H::)é;?ifu?lp?g
;f At ’WJ'II*have the moft- perfoct 123c11r'1‘n.e .
- Bainft illegal imprifonments or arbitig
‘g.tvldgmengs,f it:mut lay its.account to fi r?fry
mafny., criminals ,to_-efcape.-: -.VIf it Wule |
Preferve the influence, digﬁity,.‘ aﬁd‘ iggeii

1J})ﬁzn.dancje of the rich, and not. break th
.bp}_;fg;‘ of the_ cor.nmlq_h:s;‘ it c_anpoé iexp’e&"tl'e
E ‘: vv1t§1°“t parties and factions. -lelefe?
PO s ahoryg e, el o
as bonourable metho(’:IS g?OZZ”rlifi; ?s‘lweu
Will t00 often come into Vé;lueA | g\.ﬁ;hlzfcl

power is - divided amoy i
| divided g man rent
-perfons and bodies of ‘men, thzc?i-llf’cffirti? :

tion
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tion is the great»fheaﬁ of preferving frees
dom, and of preventing thofé enormous acts

_of tyranny, which are exercifed under abs

folute monarchies. But it often embars

N rafles the -adminiftration, and makes the

{prings of government move more flowly:
A king of Britain, ‘as he carinot do the
thoufandth part of the mifchief which. may
be eafily done by an abfolute monarch;
fombtimes cannot do fo much good.” His
beft intentions may be fruftrated by con<

“tending parties *.” Where there are parties

* As it can'rarely be fuppofed, that abfolute o<
archs will be difpofed to do good in any extraordi-
nary degree; as they are furrounded with flatterérs

- from their birth, ‘and their education {eldom tends ei<

ther to give them the largeft views of wht is belt, or
‘beft difpofes them to purfueit; as they muft be often

mifled, by their courtiers, to prefer other confidera-

tions to the general interef}.of their fubjeéts  as there'
. are indeed but few. examples. of abfolute princes. who
have been eminently good, and every abfolute prince is
capable of doing the great¢ft mifchief 5 abfolute mor-
archy always has been, and always. muft. be;,. the
greateft {courge of mankind. According to Mr. Hume
(in his Political Difcourfe of Commerce) the poverty

&, of the comimon people isa natural, if not an infallible; -

s the beft policy for natiohs; to. fet proper,bounds’. tor
the power of theirkings.. . This the Britifti bave hap
h

+¢ confequence of ablolute menarchy.”. In this view, if

pily effeéted, ‘and have eftablifhed the wifeflt monarc]
A ghat ever was.in the worlds ~ ' '

and
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and factions, it is no wonder that perfons,
whofe greateft merit confifts in their pow-

erful connexions, are fometimes chofen in--

to offices. - No form of government can

' have all advantages. 'The beft is that

Wthh has the moft and the greateft. If a
nation. will..have moneyed men and rich
merchants, who fhall be able both to carry
on.a great trade,: and to advance ‘money
for: the. urgent occafions of the govern-
ment, it zuf admit ftock-jobbing. If it
will preferve a due balance of power a-
broad, and baffle the unjuftattempts of an
;ﬁmbumus .monarch, . Who,‘_v,‘diﬁurb's the
peace . of . mankind, encroaches on. his
Pezghbours,_ and would enflave the world |
it muft foinetimes put itfelf to the ",exfpéhc'e’
'f’f - maintaining armies for its defence. I
it is more rich and opulent than other na-
tions, the adminiftration muff be Tore ex-
PenﬁVe,' ‘and muft pay all its officers ‘and
fervants at a ‘much greater rate *. ' Thus
g . o s ore i b Pl Difits
thage to Britain and Holland, have made ufe of merce-
, bary, troops; that the pay of all fervants in'rich coun-
tries muft rife in proportien to the public opulence ;
o - G " © and

i
i
|
|
I
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we mdy eafily fee the original fource of

many abufes, that are juftly complained of.

‘«Kike William’s wars! King Wil

Ham’s wars!”=—A great topic of - decla-

‘mation to {uch as are difaffected. It mufk _.
be owned, - that it is fcarce poflible, with-
out knowing many fecret tranfactions, to

explain the reafons, ‘and to thew the ne-
ceflity of foreign wars.” B'ut' the wars, en-
tered into by King William immediately

after the Revolution, and that projetted
by him a little before ‘his death, as far as
ihe Public can”'judge, féem to have been
~undertaken upon the moft honourable o¢- |

cafion *. It was glorious for the nation to

ehaftife the pride of i ambitious monarch,
who had aflifted King James with his .

and tHat ‘onr fnall army in Britain of twenty thoufand
men is maintainéd at as great expence, .as.a French
my thrice as numerous, Therefere, according

this writer, we ought not to expeét to be a‘éﬁﬁ‘b"‘gal"aé-g ‘
the French, till the commons of England thall be'as -

poor as thofé of France. :

¥ We find .a very abfurd affertion (in the Three
Effays, page 11.§ That it is the intereft of landed men. .

- and merchants to fubmit fo any infult, rather than ef-.
§29¢'in a war 5 fince they mufb bear the whole burdes

ef it,

-

fleets
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vﬂ‘eéts“ and armies, and, like a dcﬁ)otic
mafter, would force the Britifh to fubmis
fo a prince whom they had proferibed +
It was generons to make an atonement to
Europe for the weaknefles of Charles I7,
not only in fuffering, but in afﬁﬁing, the .

“haughty Lewis to trample on the faith of
treaties, and on the rights of nations. It
was zeceffary for their own intereﬁs; to
join_their arms with the reft of ‘Europe,
which the encroachments of Lewis X1V, -
had at length roufed to take juft vengeance,
and to concert proper meafures for theip

own :'fecjuri'ty,

Bur it cannot be expeced, that the flat ~

terers of a tyrannical power in Church oy
State will ever be reconciled to the memo-
ry.of William III,
'him, ,that ‘he was {o much hzted by them
while afive, and that his memory has been
fo much perfecuted fince his death | Egen

How glorious is it for .

1- This is the 'lai!guage '6F Monfient Voltaire : Mais

feconnaitre "ainfi pour leur roj un prince proferig
par eux, leur parut wo outrage 2 la nation, & un de.
{potifme qu'on’ voulait exercer dans I’ Europe,  Siic/e
e Lonis XIV, tome i, chap. 16. -

!

G2 the
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the élegant Monfieur de‘Voltaire, Roffeﬁ”‘ed
"of as much freedom of thought as is to be

obferved in moft writers born under an

abfolute monarchy, is far from doing juf-
tice to this great man.

 AccorpING to Monfieur Voltaire ¥, King
William IU.”Was more remarkable for
depth of judgment, than beauty of genius
or force of imagination. In his manners
he was plain and modeft, ufually grave
and referved, and never lively but in a day
of battle. He defpifed all kinds of fuper-
‘ition, and never perfecuted any perfon
whatfoever on account of " religion. " He
‘had the valour of a foldier, and refources
of a commander; and, though he loft
hxanybattles, left behind him the reputa-
tion of a General much to be dreaded.
" iIe had an abfolute influence in Holland,

“but did not deftroy its liberty : Nor had |
he any anclination to render‘h%mfelf abfof :
lute _in England. Without being popular |

he was a. great, politician ; and was, in-
deed, the foul and prime mover of the

# Siccle de Louis X1V. chap. 16. ‘
' half

Or NATIONAL DEBTS. 85
half of Europe. - . Hitherto this Hiftorian
feems difpofed to do juftice. In what fol-
lows his good difpofition towards this
great prince is not fo evident. He died
(fays he) without giving any anfwers to
what the Englith Clergy faid to him about
their religion, and difcovered no anxiety
about any thing but the affairs of Europe,
If M. Voltaire intended this as a tacit ac-
cufation 'of impiety, it is fcarce pardonable
-in an author who affeSts fo much to de-
{pife fuperfiition. = He has palpably mif-.
taken the charadter of King William, and
~ put an unjuft glofs upon the referve that
‘appeared in the laft fceneof his life. This
“hero affeted not fhew or popularity. du-
ring his life: “he had too great a foul to
 alter bis manner, and to affect them at his
- death. Having often” faced death in the
-field with courage, he felt its actual ap--
- proaches without any concern for himfelf,
and had no other concern but for the wel-
-fare of Europe. o

~To judge of him from his afions; and
to put the moft natural conftrution on
his conduct, the welfare of Europe, and
' G 3 - the
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the prefex vation of hberty were always in
his view; the accomplifhment of thefe
great ends the main buﬁncfs of hxs life.

ACCOR nING to M. Volta1re the Prmce
of Oxange had conceived vaft deﬁgns, nay,
was more ambitious - than Lewis XIV.
Thls may be allowed; ‘there are few great
men without great ambltxon. But the
‘ambition of Lewis and that of, William
were entirely different, Lewis was ambi-
tious of rendering his ‘power abfolute at
home, and of deftr aying any remainder of
liberty that was to be found in France:

William was ambitious of preferving the'

. rights and liberty of his country. Lewis
~was ambitious of fubdumg and enﬁavmg
all the neighbouring nations: William of
pxote&mg them againft the attacks of
Lewis,
pride and-a defire of glory;
glory.
-State. Lewis was amb1t1ous of deftroying
the proteftant religion ‘in France: Wil-
Ham, of pnoteé’cmg and prefervmg it in

Bntam. Tewis was ambltious of makmg

wqfaence }'ICld to  his defpotic fway:

William, -

Lewxs attacked Holland from;
‘ It was the
of Wﬂham to defend that ﬁnkmg’
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William, of preferving the rights of con-
dcience facred and inviolable, Lewiss
ambition was accompanied with injuftice

and cruelty, both te his own fubje&s and
to’ hIS nelghbours. Wﬂham s, w1th ]uﬂxce

and mercy. " To finifh the cemparifon : |
Lewis was difappointed of his ambmous '

purpofe to eftablifh an univerfal. monar-
chy: William fueceeded in his great de-
fign of humbling tyrants. William in- his
life fet bounds to the power of Lewis, and
f'opped the career of his conquefls, By
the execution of the fchemes which Wil-

‘ham Thad plo]eé’ced while alive, even af'ter

hlS death he bxought dowii the hlgh {Pi'
rits of Lew1s, and fpoﬂed h1m of his foz-

“mer trophles

IT is dlﬁicult even: for men of hberai
minds ‘wholly to diveft themfelyes of the
pre;udxces of | educauon., M. Voltauc isa
ftriking “example. Though he. allows,

that King James’s gomg over to Fr ance at
the Revolution was the @ra of thp trae li-
berty of. Eng]and *; that the, wars which -
% Cefut Al epoque de la vrale liberté d’ Angleterra.

z::e Sm!e de Leuis X1V, tomei. chap, 14, »
G 4 King
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.fKing William projected and Queen Anne

profecuted, were in reality the wifhes of the

~nation*; that Lewis XIV. ‘had taken up

- ‘arms himfelf againft his-own nephew, a- -
- gainft his fon’s brother-in-law, ar}d gga}n{’c.

. another prince nearly allied to his family ;

that the Duke: of Savoy fought againft the

hufband of one of ‘his daughters, and

- againft the father-in-law of the other: yet,
paffing over thefe examples of ambition
“in thofe two princes with a gentle cenfure,
he attacks the Prince of Orange moft un-
juftly, in a manner truly abufive, and al-
“ together' unworthy of the fine fenfe and

o p'eﬁe’cra-t-ion' of fuch an ingenious hiftorio-

- grapher. .
: ! " - DR o
« Ty moft criminal undertaking in all
'« that war, was the only one th‘ag was
« truly fuccefsful. William fucceeded en-

"« tirely in England and Ireland: in other

-« refpects fuccefs was balanced by ‘l‘c.)ﬁ"és.
"¢ When I call this undertaking criminal,
« I:do not examine, whether the Britifh;

~ « after having fhed -the father’s blood,
s : ,‘ ‘% Les mefures etaient les veeux de la nation. Le Siecls
de Louis XIV. tome1i.chap. 16. ‘

were

‘OF NATIONAL DEBTS, 8

< were in the wrong, or had jutt reafons,
¢ to banifh ‘the fon, and to defend their

< religion and their rights: I only fay,
“ that, if there is any juftice upon earth,

- it did' not belong to the daughter and

« fon-in-law of King James to turn this
¢ prince out of his own houfe *,

SeLpom has Mr. Voltaire fuffered fuch
-an exceptionable paragraph to ‘drop from -
his pen, - or treated his fubject fo fuperfi-
cially. The daughter and fon-in-law of

King James were not - either unjult or

“criminal in giving a feafonable. aflittance

' to Great Britain againft the unlawful - at-
tempts. of that prince. The rights of

kings and of their heirs, and all the rules

of fucceffion, muft ever be fubjected to the

« % Lentreprife la_ plus criminelle de itoute . cette
_guerre, fur la feule veritablement heureufe.” ‘Guillaume
. reiiffit toujours pleinement en Angleterre & en Irlande.

Ailleurs les fuccés furent balancés. -Quand-j’appelle

_cette entreprife criminelle, je n’ examine pas {i la nation,
-apres avoir repandu le fang du pere, avait'tort ou rai

fon’de profcrire le:fils, & de defendre Haireligion & fes

“droits ;- Je dis feulement, que s'ily a- quelque juitice

fur la terre, il'n’appartenait pas 4 la fille & au gendre

-+ du Roi Jaques de'lechafler de {a maifon. Le Siccle
de Louis X1V, tome i, chap. 15. AR

- general
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general good and exigencies of nationsé

‘No race of kings can juftly lay claim to an

unalterable right of {ucceffion in all events,
and upon all fuppofitions whatever. . The
rights of nations and the ‘aut‘r‘xox»'xty of
laws are fuperior to tlie rights and autho-
ity of kings. Notwith{tanding the ftrong-
eft ties of gratitude and natural relation to
any - king, it-will ever be juft and glorious

to deliver an opprefled nation, and refcae

a finking State from his tyrannical power.
Neither humanity, nor gratitude, nor na-
tural affeftion, can bind up any of his fa-
mily. from defeating his unjuft and' de-
frruétive fchemes againft a whole. people:
If open force be neceffary for- th1s googi_
"purpofs,; the neceflity renders 1it- lawful.
~Gratitude and natural affeftion can ob-
ﬁée to ‘nothing ‘more, than treating the

serfon and family of “the Prince with due.

tendernefs and refpect.  This was abun-
dantly taken care of at the Revolution,
The Prince of Orange at all times fhewed
as much- regard for King James, as filial
 pisty demanded ; and, on certain delicate
occafions, treated him with a generofity

which marked the greatnefs as well as
. goodnefs

Or NATIONAL DEBTS. g1
:goodnefs. of -his” mind. . -M. Voltaire has
been blinded by his prepoffeffions. Though
he was able to overcome the préjudices he
had contracted in-favour of a fuperftitious
seligion, he could. never thoroughly -per=
ceive the edioufnefs of tyranny, ‘nor diveft
himfelf of an admiration ‘of abfolute
power. So fatal is it to have been born
under a defpotic prince. Had M. Voltaire-
written with as much tafte and impartiality
on this, as on many other fubjeéts, inftead
of condemning the Revolution, . or accu-

_fing the Prince of Orange of injuttice, he -

would-have fallen down.and worfhipped,
and taught. the wondering world to.revere
that Liberty, which fhone fo-brightly on Bri-
tain-at that happy period, and wasfo little
known among the neighbouring nations.

. Buritis lefs furprizing, blthatAa Frenéh :

man, who profeffes himfelf -an admirer of
what the author of a late Eftimate * calls
the gallant reign -of Lewis XIV. fhould
be lefs favourable to the memory of  that

* An Effimate of the Manners and Principles of the

Times, p. 128. "

hero,
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tiero, who ‘defeated the defigns of his- fa-
wourite monarch. We may rather.won-
“der that the author of the Eftimate, who
hath enjoyed the bleflings of Britifh liber-
ty, even while he confeffes that the people
of ‘Britain gained an acceffion of liberty,
and Britith parliaments a new dignity and
power by the Revolution, fhould not place

:the happy inftrument. of thofe valuable ac- -

.-quifitions in a fairer light, and reprefent his
conduét in brighter colours. :The deliver-
er of Britain from popery and arbitrary
power is not celebrated for wifdom in
_counfel, bravery in war, hatred of tyranny,

-or love of liberty ; but appears in the ob-

feure light of an cleétion=jobber, diftributing
“places and penfions, in order to the making
of parliaments, . o o

Wirrram I1L. fays he, found an eager

- defire, in members of parliament, to obtaln
- lucrative - employments -in ‘exchange for
-their: concurrence in granting fupplies and

- forwarding the meafures of govérnment,
- to'be the national turn; and fet himfelf,
‘tike a politician, to oppofe it. He there-
fore filenced all he could by places or

~ penfions:: -

Or NATTONAL DEBTS. o3
penfions : And hence the origin of making
of parliaments *, TR

~ LwiLy not fay, that every author is ob-

liged to write panegyrics, or to celebrate

the greateft heroes: but no author has a

title to be unjuf? to any man whom he in- -

troduces in his writings: neither is it
lawful to impute to him errors or crimes,
for which he is not chargeable,

- Ino not inquire, how far the pra&i,&
of filencing all, who laid claim to lucrative

en.lploy.ments, by places or penfions, ob-
» _‘tamed. in the reign of King William. -I ab-
hor bribery in all its thapes, and condemn

the minifter, who offers. a bribe to any
member of parliament to vote againft his

confcience. - If he offers the bribe to en-

gage -him to vote according to his. con-
{cience, I will make no apology for him -,
Offering bribes, in any cafe, is criminal in

“its own nature ; mor can the end fanétify -
the means. I do not vindicate that mea-

fure, which was approved even by the au-

* Eftimate, page 109, © ¢ Tbid, pag.: 114, f15.
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ftere Cato, who thought it lawful to foil:
Ceefar at his own weapons, and to offer'a
greater bribe, than was offered by the ty-
* rant, to defeat his wicked defigns ¥, But,
whatever danger may be conceived from
the pratice of -making parliaments, or
from attempts of this kind, if it was in-
tended by the author of the Eftimate to-
fix the «ra of the commencemerit of this
pratice ‘at the Revolution, or to- afcribe
the origin of i to King William IIL heis"

altogether miftaken. It is ‘true, ‘the four

princes of the Houfe of Stewart were not

fond' of Parliémen_’gs.m “They often ieﬁdeale .

~ voured to govern without them. But

when they 'fOUndEt neceffary to have re-
" courfe'to’ them, they fpared meither coft

nor intrigue, beth to influence the elections
of ‘members, and to gain them to their
meafures after they were elected; and thus
ufed gredt efforts ‘to make parliaments.
Did not Charles I. try to break the party
- that had been formed againft his mea-~

- fares, by, conferring honours and lucrative

offices on the chief ‘men in the oppofition ¥
- In Charles Il’s reign, the names and prices

# Sueton, it Jul, Caf,

of
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of the p‘enﬁor)qs of the Court were public- -
ly known. Did not James IL clofet mem. -

bers of parliament, and ufe all forts of

 arts to gain a parliament to favour his de. |

figns ?

IT can fearce ‘be imagined, the author

of the Eftimate could be ignorant of ali
this. - Iwill net fuppofe, that he intended
to afcribe the origin of the pernicious péu
Jicy of attempting to make parliémentsa to.

the great King William, -

It is juftice to put the moft Fav;u’miﬂ;: |

fenfe- upon the words of a writer, If the

words, ufed by the author of the Eftimate, -

are capable of this fenfe, I will fuppofe he

intended them in honour to King William;

and meant no more, than that whatever

<§nd¢aj{oprs had been formerly ufed to
-make parliaments, yet parliaments had ng- .

ver actually been made till the reign. of

- King William.  And this much at leaft -

muft be granted, if we will ufe theungra.
¢lous and unconttitutional phrafe of ma--
king parliaments, that, during the four

reigns ‘preceding the Revolution, parlia-‘
. I . . ments .
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i‘t W1H -b‘;e found true; that it is not iﬁ‘the
power of any miniftry, in ‘the pre;'entf ‘
times; ‘by the higheft offers, to bribe either
th‘e‘ reprefentatives or- their- conftituents "-tr
part with the rights, and give up the cor 0
fhtunom of their country, <« A gift blih?!j '
‘ ‘:eth tf{e wife; and perverteth the W‘ourdé ‘of-’r ‘
‘-"thre.rll'lghteous *”  Places -and pen‘ﬁo“ ;
will'have too much influence : yet it e
grgg‘t}y to b¢. hoped, if a trial were: to .*li:
: ;Ez 4 ’;igl?i t-m(a;]fomty would be found to affere j
: oniityof our - . o ..
berty of ozr'pe;opllﬂe?arhamems” and the li- %

- g6 . OF NATIONAL DEBTS.

- ments could feldom be made, and were
therefore fo often haftily diffolved. During
thefe reigns, both the parliaments and the
people entertained jealoufies of their kings.:
Thofe jealoufies, for which " their conduct

had givenr too much ground, put it out of

their power: ta make parliaments. It has

only been fince the Revolution, after the

nation had fecured their rights-in the moft

folid and ample manner, and there was. no

longer any apprehenfion of popery and ar-
bitrary power, that there has been {o good
a correfpondence between otr princes and.
their parliaments. L »

i
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‘No doubt; we may often be to Jifh of
our money, and not fufficiently a:tg?t;{r]-:é f f |
the public - interefts. - Inftead of givino~
?;;ﬁ{t?‘o g;%land- forward minifters, Wh§

- toolifhly engage us in - » . °
quarrels ; inftead o? c%rat’tiﬁng igggzzﬁgg
puﬁiammous minifters, who: neglect tl

| h?n?ur of their king and the fafety of theli:
, Epufntry‘»; we may fometimes be. lulled a-

leep, and mifled by minifterial arts. But.

gx:)tmthﬁanding the effeminacy and vena- -

. Iris true, thisgood correfpondence has
often been afcribed to other caufes, that are
not fo honourable. Much has been faid of
bribery and corruption. He would defer- -
vedly be laughed at, who would not allow
that a great deal of itis.true. He isnota
.good citizen who does not lament it fin-,
cerely. . However, one may be a good ci-
tizen, and yet think better of his country-

" men, than the author of the Eftimate. It
may be unpopular, perhaps, it may be . _

J:eckoned bold, to affert it; but it is hoped, % Exodus xxiii, 8.
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lity. of our times, itis greatly to be hoped,
that, upon-equal provocation, both our
arliaments - and people would be.as un-
tra&able as before the Revolution ; that;
: havmg been “accuftomed during feventy.
. years-toifo glorious a hbexty, we would
endure the greate[’c hardfhips, rather than
part with it; and that the pofterity- of
thofe heroes, Who brought about the Revo-
lution, will not look. either upon it, or up-.
on the happy inftrument who fo greatly
conduéted it, as the fource and origin of
their prefent corruption ;. but will confider:

the fettlement made at the Revolution as

the great charter of their freedom, and the

heroic prince who conducted it as raifed up,
by Providence for the good of mankind,

and the defence of injured nations..

Ir is much in this light the ingenious
Mr. Hume has confidered the Prince of

- Orange, and the eftablifhment at the Re- -

volution. Fox, though none will. accufe
him of being prejudiced againft the princes
of the Houfe of Stewart, he allows, That
the fluctuation and conteft’ of the Enghfh‘

‘government wer Te, during the four reigns

- preceding
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precedmg the Revolution, much too violent

both for the repofe and fafety of the peo-.
ple:. That foreign affairs at that time

were either entirely negleted, or ‘managed
to pernicios purpofes: That, .in the do-

meftic adminiftration, there was felt a con-

tinual fever, either fecret or manifeft,
fometimes the moft furious convulﬁons

and diforders: That the Revolution- forms ,

a‘new epoch in the conftitution, and wag
attended with confequences much more ad-
vantageous to the people, than the bar ely
freeing them from a bad adminiftration,

And’ though he fcruples to determine,

whether we in this ifland have ever fince
the Revolution enjoyed the d¢ff fifiem of
government, he affirms in the ftrongeft
manner, that we have enjoyed the moft -
intire fjffem of liberty, that ever was known
amonoi’c manklnd* «

As to the Prince of Orange, who con-"
duéted this great undertaking, though our
Hiftorian will not prefer h1s virtue to-that
of Ariftides, Leonidas, Epaminondas, Pe-

‘lopidas, Timoleon, the Cato’s, the Bru- :

o rhﬁor) of Gxeat Britain, vol. TL. pag. 443.
: Hz2z tus’s,

SEEERERE
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tus’s; Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, and all

‘the other heroes, whofe virtues -have been
recorded in- the annals of hiftory, he has,
however, ereted a very noble monument
to his glory. - ¢-The Prince of Orange, he
« fays, throughout his wholelife, was pecu-

R liarly happy in the fituations in which

¢ he was placed. He faved his own' coun-
< try from ruin. He reftored the liberty
+ ¢ of thefe kingdoms (Britain and Ireland.)
-« He fupported the general independency
« of Europe. And thus—it will be dif-
« ficult to find any perfon, whofe attions

< and conduét have contributed more emi-

“ nently to- the general interefts. of fociety

“"Tuvs our lateft Hifforian, more than

fifty years after the death of this prince, -

‘has eontributed to render his memory and

* the memory.of the Revolution immortal. -
* In truth, the Revolution, and “the fettle~
. ‘ment-of the government that was made’at

that “tifne,” was one of the' beft conduéted
enterprizes, one ‘of the moft important
events, one of the moft beneficent ‘trani-

- ) # Hiftory of Grgat Britai;'f, vol. ii. . pag. 420, 421, ©
' . - allions,

OrF NATIONAL -DEBTS. ror

‘ations; and, finally, one of the maft fo-

lemn; deliberate, juft, and prudent efta-
“blithments of -government, that perhaps
ever;hgppened.i‘n the world. 'And, aindng
all the great men, who have been famous
in later ages, it will be difficult to name
one, who had greater “virtues and fewer

. weakneffés than King William IIL. .

- Bur there is no- unmixed happinefs on

earth.  Every thing is attended with dif-
-advantages,  Britons have ‘been . put. to
confiderable expences to fupport the Re-

. wolution.  No fooner had : the ‘happy

change been made,, than we were obliged
to defend what we had fo bravely atchieved
againft the power of Lewis XIV. who

- would -have reftored King James. ~After
_-the death of King William, Lewis, COf=
~trarv to the faith of treaties, acknowledg-

ed the Pretender to be King of Great Bri-

- tain. - Such an outrageous -affront, offered
- to the King and kingdom, according to the

accounts given- by Mr. Voltaire *; effectu-

+ally roufed the Britith nation to arms, and

| ¥ Le Siecle de Louis XIV. tomei, "'chap.» f6,

o Ha3 = kindled
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kindled -another war, ~ Both thefe wars
were expenfive, and involved the nation in
debt; but they were no lefs neceffary for
our fec"urity againft the power of France,
than for the fupport of the Revolution.

The negligence and bad- policy of Charles

" I1. had fuffered the power of France to
become dangerous to all Europe. It was
neceflary for Great Britain to enter into
meafures with the States on the continent,
to curb this exorbitant power.” This put
usto expence. Nor muft we grudge necef-
fary expence of this kind, till the formida-
ble power of France fhall be- broken, and
that kingdom be brought down to the le-
vel of the neighbouring nations. This

- might have been happily accomplithed in =

the reign of Queen Anne; had the negotia-

tions for peace been as Wlfely and asnobly

conduled, as the operatlons of -the war

had been ‘magnanimous ‘and fuccefsful.

But, unfoxtunately, that opportunity was
loft. May the prefent be more wifely im-

proved, and to the honour of his prefent

Majefty. If the French do not yield to
every thing neceffary for our fafety, may
he humbie the prlde of France in a war

by
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by fea, that fhall be moreglorious and fuc-
cefsful, . than ‘any ‘land war under the

: vreate& of his predeceﬂ"ors.

I we reﬁe& on the ambmous fpmt of
the French Goverriment for more than an
hundred years paft, we need not wonder,

~ that we have been obliged to maintain ex-

penﬁve wars againft’ fo enterprlﬁng ana- s
tion. Had the Government avoided fuch
wars altogether to fave a, prefent expence,
had they remained ﬂ:upxdly unconcerned
about the. intereft of their country and
that of Europe, or had they, like ng
Charles -II. favoured the ambition; and
plomoted the dan gerous defigns, of Fr rance 5-
they had adted both inglorioufly and un-

' Werly But ‘thelr eﬁ"orts, notw1thﬂanam«r

the narrow conceptions of fuch as Would

debar us from intermeddling in the affairs

of the. continent, muft.tend greatly to their
honour However, it 1s far from my in-
tention. to -enter into any que{hon about
particular engagements, or to_affert, that
feveral unneceffary expences have not been
ncarred. during. our late wars. agamﬁ:
France S :
H 4 C bESID»ES
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- Bisipes the wars in ‘'which the nation
- ‘has been engaged againft a foreign power,
we_ have heen laid, under the difagreeable
‘neceflity of | defending our conftitution
againft the difaffected at home, who have
never been able to overcome the ‘prejudices
of education, and to diveft themfelves even,
of ‘the moft ridiculous. and abfurd prin.
- ¢iples which had been taught them by their
'parents, or had been the diftinguifhing te-

nets of thofe. parties in which. they: had.

been- early" engaged, It is. to -thefe early
prejudices, it is to miftaken notiens of loy-
alty and of the reverence .due to govern-
ment, and. not to. any wicked intention,
one would" with to impute the oppofition
that ‘has been made. to the Government
fince the Revolution. ¢ As mere nonfenfe
¢ as paffive obedience feemed (fays the no-
- ““ble author “of the Charatteriftics) we

* found it t6 be the common fenfe of 3.

“-great paity among otzifglyes_,' a gredter
% partyin Europe, and, perhaps, the great-
s eft part of all the wor}d.beﬁde:*,,-”‘ ‘We
need not-wonder, therefore, :thaty--ﬁlzch paf-

# Eﬁgy u pon the Freedom of Wit and Humour, .-

’

Aive - pririciples, notwithftanding all their |

abfordities;  fhould " have taken fo ~deep
root, if we reflect on the pains that were
taken to propagate. them, during the reigns
of four fucceflive princes, who ufed their
mott frenuous endeavours to eftablifh this
paflive fyftem, and both ridiculed and per~

fecuted the patrons of a free government, -

.. Bur, though we can makeaﬂév&éhées

for the weaknefles of mankind, ‘we cannot
‘help condemning their erroneous and dar.
gerous fyftems of government, ~ We can
not but be forry, that they are fo much de-
Juded, and that there are, among  Biis

- tons, fome, who, like ‘the Cappadg)';‘-
cians of old *, have re'ﬂiféd to be free, and .

account

% Juftin, Iib, xxxviil. cap. 2. His words are, “ Sed

““"Cappadoces, munus libertatis abnuentes, negant vis

- ¥ vere gentem fihe'rege poffe.” Tl e
. - As the Ancients” had not 2 clear jdea of 4 limited

monarchy of “the beft kind, "nor had ever feen fuch a
government as the Britith, undet King, Lords, and
Commons, they looked upon the government of kings -
‘as oppofite to a ftate of liberty. Where kings are ar-
bitrary, o, as Juftin expreffes it (fpeaking of the moft .

. €atly kings, Ib. i cap. 1.) "¢ Populus nullus legibus -

¢ tenebatur:y arbitria Principum pro legibus erapt.*
The oppofition is moft juft; bur whers the King i3
o ‘ ' limited,
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account themfelves unworthy of that li~
‘berty, which was fo bravely purchafed at
 Yimited, as in Great Britain, there is more liberty and;
fecurity, than under ‘any other kind of government

~whatfoever, It can hardly indeed be denied, that an
. ‘ariftocracy, or.a democracy, where mankind are more

upon a level, is better calculated to encourage genius

and a&ivity, than any monarchy whatfoever. But this
advantage 15 more than compenfated by the dangerous
faftions which naturally arife under fuch conftitutions.
1t may {afely be affirmed, that perfons of all degrees
* enjoy. more liberty and fecurity under the Britifh mio=
narchy, than perfons of the fame rank enjoyed under
the Athenian, Roman, or any other of the ancient

ariftocracies or republics.. For this reafon, the cele-

brated Montefquien, many of whofe principles con-
¢érning government. are not only more juft and- noble
than thofe of his .countrymen, but worthy of a free
an ;. and fhew, how well He tnderftood, and how

greatly he admired the Britifh conflitution ; had good - ‘

‘ground - (in- his De PEfprit.-des Loix, liv. xi.. chdp.6.)
to find fault with Harrington for his plan of a repu-
blic fo- much inferior fo that limited monarchy of Eng-
land that was before his eyes. . The plan formed by
* Harrington isone of the beft models of a republic. that
was ever concéived. Could we fuppofe it once fully
eltablifhed in a. wirtuous age and nation, it might'laft
long, and feems to have few principles of diffolution.
But Harrington erred in imagining that fuch a republi¢
could have béen either ereted or preferved-in the age
and nation for which it was projetted. Such a perfect
republic requires a higher degree of virtue, than is now
to be found amongft any of the nations with which we

~ are acquainted.  The limited monarchy of Great Bri-
" fain feems to be the moft perfeét overnment of which
‘ . : mankind

Or NATIONAL DEBTS. 1o
‘the Revolution.  Nay, but we wi// have a
king *, fay they, an abfolufe, uncontroul-
able, irrefiftible king, and will be as much

~enflaved as the French or any of the neigh~
b'Qu.r‘mg nations: - In oppofition to all fuch
flavith refolutions, we will aflert our liber=-
ty: and, as we muft impute a confidera-
ble part of our debts to the neceflity we
hayc been, laid under of defending it a-
gamf? the fecret plots and open attacks of
the difaffected, we muft look upon #he as
accountable for no fmall part of the ex-
pences of the Government in fupport. of
the Revolution, notwithftanding their loud -
complaints againft thefe very expences.

How fatally miftaken are thofe deluded
afferters. of the hereditary indefeafible
rights of kings, and of their abfolute, ir.
rgﬁﬁ:ib'le, uncorntroulable power over their
fubjeé?cs. How .ungenerous' is it, as well
as unjuft and contrary to good policy, in

mankind are capable in the prefent condiﬁon

kind apable , of tf
wor:ld: Of Britain it may be faid, no lefs than of Ca;
padocia, -but much more to the honour of Britain,

¢ Vivere gentem fine rege non poffe.”?

* Firflt Book of Samuel, chap. viil, ver. 11—20, '

any

T
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any.of the people of Britain to ‘rebel againft
the fettlement made at the Revolution,. or
the family now reigning : a family which,
without having ufed anyinfluence what-
foever to obtain the_crown,  have been
called, in a cafe of neceflity, by the choice
‘of the nation, to take poffeffion of it, in or-
der to defend the civil and religious. rights

~ of the people of Great Britain: a family,

which fucceeds to the Crown as the neareft ~

heirs of our ancient princes, after the juff
and neceffary. exclufion of the Popifh Line: a
-family, “which, \.d,ur.,ing‘ the fpace of forty
.years, fince its acceffion to. the throne, has
,Jgovérned’intircly according to law: a fa-

“mily, under which this Ifland has been

. greatly inriched %, and which is no{Wj fo
firmly eftablithed upon the throne.

Gexnerous men will be far from infult-
_ing the misfortunes of any»famil)?whaft.
_ever. ‘They will not rejoice in. their cala-
_mities, even when thefe calamitigs have
~been brought upon them by their .own

- mifmanagement. They will difdain to

- aggravate their weaknefles, or ‘tiiiﬁ‘.eprefcnt
- # This fhall be proved afterwards, :

" any
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any of their defcendants. But, for the fakeof
truth, from the love of juftice, from a re-
gard to the dignity of our parliaments,
and to the rights and liberties of the peo- .
ple of Great Britain, they muft be fuffered
6 put the queftion, “What family would
the difaffected in this ifland fet up in op~ .

pofition to the juft and merciful princes

 of the family on the throne? Do not the

family, to which they are fo fatally devo- -
ted; affert their abfoluté; indefeafible title
to our fubjection, _ independent on any
<hoice, or confent, or advantage of ours ?
Do not they affert; that they are accountw
able to none but God and their priefts, for.
the injuftice they may exercife towards
their fubjedts? Do not they maintain,
that they ought not to be refifted upon any
pretence whatfoever? What more ample,
dominion could one lay claim to'over his
cattle? By their education muft they not

‘have contracted an averfion-to Britifh li~

berty, conceived high notions of the abfo-
lute power of kings, and learned an abject

“fubmiffion to the maxims, and‘a deep re-
“verence for the fuperftition, of the church
of Rome? Inftead of endeavouring to

8 ' gain
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- gain the favour-of the Britifh nation, and
- recommend themfelves to our regard, have
- they not chofen, even fince the rebellion in
the year 17435, tobe more clofely connected
than formerly with the Pope and conclave,
by fuffering one of their fons to be a Car-
dinal ? an inftance of bigotry, or contempt
“of ‘Britith- Proteftants,: fcarce to be paral--

Ieled, and fuch an extraordinary piece of po-

licy * as ‘can hardly be interpreted other-
wife, than as a fign of their defpairing ever
- to make good their claim to the Crown of
Britain ; or, if they can be fuppofed not to

defpair, as bidding defiance to all Britith

Proteftants, and 'declaring how rpuch they
defpife any oppofition that can ccme from
the Britifh nation. This is the family the

difaffeted would fet upon the throne. But.
what ought not a brave and wife Pro--
teftant nation to expend in defending the .
‘Proteftant religion, and the freedom of
their government, againft the efforts of

_* According to the principles of an hereditary, ia-

defeafible right of a family to a throne, and agreeably

0 the formsof the Church of Rome, Cardinal Stewart
may be chofen Pope, and, upon the death of his father
. and brother, and their hejrs, may become heir to the:
Crown of Great Britain,

: ] * fuch
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“fuch a family *?. Liberty can never be

bought too dear.

* This nation (fa
‘This . ys a celebrated French ant
gpeakmg of England) will love its liberty prodigia(;lugor'
;caufe this ltbe}-ty_will be real: and it may hap Z’
:ha.t, to defeqd 1t, its people will facrifice their mogz ;
p elr\eaf?, their interefls ;  that they will burden them.
elves with taxes the moft grievous, and fuch as a de-

fpotic prince would never dare to impofé upon his

fubjedts, B fori A €
c%a';. ;7. D¢ lEﬁ?r:t des La‘t?t, tome i, liv. 1q.

v
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PART IIL

~Of  National Richesv'; and of the
Riches.of Great Britain, -

**********%**#*%**%*H#**%*#e}ﬁ(@*ﬂe* #*
' SECT. I

Of Nationar Ricues iz generdl,

Nation may be opulent and flou-
= rifhing at the fametime that public
" debts are high. This will appear
to be the condition of Britain at prefent.
It is capable of a very clear proof, and is
* a.fubject worthy of our confideration. -

- IN‘our inquiries concerning wealth; it is
ufual to confider filver and gold as the moft
{ubftantial riches, . as well as the moft ne-
ceflary means of procuring them: but nei-

- ther the one, nor the. other, is true. Ii-
.. diftry is the chief mean of Riches: It is far
more neceffary than filver or gold. The

- moft fubftantial riches confift in the abun-
1 dance
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dance of thofe things which are neéeiféry

for the fupport and comfort of life. Where

thefe neceffariés are in plenty, it is of little
confequence what the money or the bul-
lion is, or whether there is any money or
not. Money ferves only for an eafier ex-
~ change of commodities, and to fix their
various values in proportion to one-ano-
- ther. In this refpect it is wfful. It may
 alfo be confidered as rea/ wealth ; both be-
caufe the precious metals have a certain in-
- Zrinfic value, and becaufe mankind have
agreed to. ufe them as a’'common ftandard.
But, compared with the cattle, corn, and
«other commodities, money is. certainly a
trifle ¥, ’ ' A .

Surrose each man in the nation had

3 £ in_cafh, and there were ten millions -

of people, we would have thirty milliohs
of coin; a greater fum, perhaps,. thanis

‘abfolutely neceffary for our commerce,
“Yet how fmall a proportion do thirty mil-

3 Dr. Davenant, who wrote many pieces c}rly Politi-
cal Arithmetic in the end of the-laft century ; thé Bithop
“of Cloyne, in his Querift; and Mr. Hume, in his Poli-
‘tical Difcourfes, agree in this opinion about money.

- lions
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lions bedr to the whole value of the lands,

and all the other wealth of Britain and
Ireland | D

» :S‘UPPost‘G’, again, that, at any one
pomnt ‘of time, every man loft all-the cafly
in his cuftody; how fmall a part of their
real fubflance would be loft by the gene~
rality either of the poor, or of the rich !

ONE cannot determine certainly con- ‘

cerning the increafe or decreafe of riches

merely by the plenty of the circulating

coin. 'We muft take into the dccount the

Paper, or whatever paffes currently in
commerce. - Millions of coin may be ex-
ported at particular times, either for war,

fdréign\ fubfidies, or other kinds of foreign

fervice, or to pay for foreign commodities,
‘without the leaft danger of impoverithing
the hation: - In the laft cafe, of purchafing
foreign -commodities, we get goods to the
value, which, in the courfe of trade, will
‘bring back the money, and will often.
bring it back with intereft, It muft ever.
be of fmalk gbnfequen.ce, ‘whether we havé
the money, or goods which will caufe the
Iz ' money -

)
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money to return. In the other cafes of
. war or foreign fervice, the money does not
‘return; but it will be only a fmall part of
our money, and a much fmaller part of
our real {ubftance, that will be exported in
_ this vx;aiy.‘ - And, as it may be ne.c_éffary..for

our fafety, fo a rich commercial nation
may be well able to afford this ‘ex-
pence, and continue rich and flourifhing
notwithftanding.

S1ver and gold, ‘which only reprefent
more fubftantial riches, are of aﬁué’cugt.-mg
nature. It is not eafy, it féems even im-

poflible, to trace their ‘various motions, -or
" determine when they are in greateft plenty
" upon the whole, The moft Aubftantial,
riches are more vifible. We may con- §
clude with certainty, -that the wca»lthao.f . |
-any country is increafed, when the num-
~ ber of .the people has increafed ; -when the
fields and gardens are better cultwated,; and
~produce better kinds, and a greater quan-
_tity of fruits; when' the ' country breeds
~ “more numerous {tores, and better kinds gf
cattle; - when-the houfes are more magni-
ficent, and more richly furnithed ; wli;x;

0r NATIONAL RICHES, 11y

the people are better cloathed, and their

tables are more elegant ; when their ware-
houfes are filled with 4 more valuable
quantity of goods; when the prices of
their lands, and moft other commodities,
are raifed; when their manufadtures are
increafed; when their commerce is more
widely extended; and there is. greater in-

duftry, than was known in former times.

If a]l thefe {fymptoms, or fuch of them as
are moft material, concur, the nation mufk
certainly be increafing in riches, In fuch
circumftances the ftate of the coin is but

- of fmall moment, A nation, ‘which, du-

ring any particular period, has loff a mil-

“lion of its filver and gold, but improved
Jits lands, and acquired valuable commo-

dities to the extent of ten millions, muft

- bein a better condition . at the end of that

period, than it was at the beginning of it.

13 sEcT.
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"SECT. IL.
General O_bfemczﬁ‘z’am comcerning the PRESENT
OrvuvreNcE of Great Britain.

~F O apply the obfervations, made in
. the laft feCtion, to Great Britain
in particular: one may appeal to the moft
inconteftable -accounts of paft times, and
to ocular demonfiration at prefent, Whe-
ther there is not a remarkable increafe of
valuable improvements, in agriculture and
manufactures, fince the Revolution ?

It is confeffed, during afew years after-
the Revolution, before the government was
fully eftablifhed, the wars, which we were
obliged to undertake againft France, lay

heavy upon the nation: = The high taxes,

which we were obliged to levy for fupport-
ing thofe wars ; the interruption that was’
given to trade; the loffes the nation fuf-
tained both by fea and land ; the high in-
tereft and high premiums, that were given
for ready money, before the Government

* was reckoned fully fecure : thefe caufed no

- {mall

~ Or NATIONAL RICHES. 1

fmall diftrefs, perhaps for fome time.made
the nation poorer. Undoubtedly they
prevented that increafe of riches;" which
otherwife would have been the natural
confequence of the fecurity and liberty

gained by the Revolution. Could we have.

been equally fecure, we would have been

- richer without thofe wars and taxes. But it

is alfo true, that; as the Government gain-
ed gradually a greater firmnefs, as the
great victories we obtained over the French
during. the reign of Queen Anne gave
great {pirits to the nation,  as the acceffion

rof the family of Hanover to the throne fe-

cured the Government and rendered the
fettlement at the Revolution complete ;
fuch a perfect eftablithment of freedom and
fecurity has made trade and riches flow in
upon us in a greater proportion than for-

- merly. This is evident from the augmen<

tation of fhipping, the lownefs of intereft,
the increafe of rents, and the high price of

lands ; which the beft calculators have de-
termined to be the fureft figns of ‘the in~

creafe of riches.

T4 Tamre
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. THERE cannot be a more unfufpected
witnefs in this matter, than Doctor Dave-
nant, who publifhed feveral eflays upon
the trade of England in the end of the
laft century,. This-gentleman’ cannot be
accufed of partiality to the Revolution,
fince he endeavours to fhew, that the
~ riches 'and trade of England were at the
‘greateft heighth in the year 1688, and that
both had declined by the expenfive wars
and high taxes from the Revolution to the

peace of Ryfwick. . Yet if we confider the

{fymptoms he hath marked of flourithing
-and declining nations," it will be evident,

that, - according to his principles, Britain

- has been greatly inriched fince the peace
~ of Ryfwick *. < A great number of mer-
g chant-fhlps, {ays he -, efpecially a great
¢« royal fleet that can be readily manned,
« numerons and coftly buildings, with rich
¢ furniture, great quantities of plate, rich
s apparel, great ftores of native manufac-
¢ tures and foreign commodities; are the

e

o

s true fymptoms of great wealth,” But—

% In the year 16g97.

—]- An his Difcourfe, * Thag. Forelgn Trade is ben¢~

ficial to England.”
g & 6 thr@

*
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< where a nation is 1mpove11{hed by bad
¢ government, by an ill managed trade,
“ or by any other circumftance, the inter-
« eft of money will be dear, - and thé pur-
« chafe of lands cheap ; the price of labour

* '« and provifions will be low; rents will

« every where fall; lands will lie untilled ;’
¢« and farm—houfes will go to ruin. Thc
« yearly marriages and births will ‘be lef-

« fened, and burials, increafed. . The
« ftock of live cattle muft apparently di-
« minith. Laftly, the inhabitants will by
« degrees and in fome meafure withdraw

- * themfelves from fuch a declining coun-

“ try.” -Is this the prefent: condition of
Britain? If this writer was now. alive,:
would he not acknowledge, that the ftate
of Britain is entirely the reverfe of What»h(f
moft prudently forefaw ‘would be the in-
fallible confequence of a bad government,

and ill managed trade? As the appearan-

. cesare all of a contrary nature, he would

fee with joy, that Britain has been greatly -
inriched fince he wrote hlS Difcourfes, .

MRr. Huwme, in his Political Difcourfe of

Interei’: conﬁdels intereft of money as the

trug

‘ L
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true barometer of the State, and its low-
nefs as a fign almoft infallible of the flou-
rifhing of a people. It proves, fays he, the
‘increafe of induftry, and its prompt circu-
lation through the whole State, little infe-
_rior to a demonftration. | N

Accorping to the ingenious Bithop of
Cloyne, the comfortable condition of the

* Commons is one of the fureft marks of na-

tional wealth. Whether, . fays he, can a
people be called poor, where the common
people are well fed, cloathed, and lodged ?
Again, Whether it be. not a good rule
whereby to judge of the trade of any city,
and its ufefulnefs, to obferve whether there

is a circulation through the extremities,.

‘and,whefhe; the people round about are
bufy-and warm * ? :
\

Tuest authorities are of much greater
weight, than that of the author of the
Three Effays, who is continually crying
Poverty. Never, . perhaps, was there a
more extravagant aflertion, than that which

# Theo\qeriﬁ,.c&eries 2d and 5 525.
' ' we
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we find in the third page, « That, if King
e "Wﬂliam had conquered Frén‘ce, and
- ““given up every moveable thing in it to
« mdemnify the people of England, rich
“‘as that country then was, it would not
“ have been fufficient t6 have paid our ex~
‘: gepc;fs. . No}x}* would France, after fuch
« devaftation, have fared fo i glar
« ot o, oill as England

_ In oppofition to fuch extravagant affer.
tions concerning the poverty of England,
It 1s maintained, in a late Effay upon the
* National Debt and the National Capi-
tal ®, That the whole ftock of England,
including the coin, the perfonal eftate of
each individual, and the whole - value of
the land, has increafed an hundred mil~
lions Sterling, during fixty years after the
Revolution, more than it had done during,.
fixty years before it. In the year 1628 it
was 333 millions. In the year 1688 it
was 616 millions. In the year 1748 ‘it

amounted to 1000 millions. -

% This Effay was publithed in 1750, by ;
Hooke, Efq. 739 y‘AndreW
IT




124 Or NATIONAL RICHES,

R e

amten

I ‘ilsnot;,. perhaps, fafe to warrant all
the principles and calculations, either of
this gentleman, or of any other calcula-

tor ‘in political arithmetick.  Such cal-

culations can fearce ever be exaétly true,
though they are ufeful to dire¢t our in-

_quiries in thefe matters. But Mr. Hooke
has procéeded on very probable grounds,
-and fufficiently proved, not only that Eng-
land is richer, but that it has increafed in

riches, in a higher proportion fince the
Revolution, than it had done before * ;
and that the loud cry of poverty, as the ef-

Afe‘é’c of wars and taxes, is wholly chime-

rical: . .

WOULD 1t ~’fatisfy thofe gelgltle_tﬁe’n‘,‘ who
profefs fo fincerely to lament the misfor-

. tunes of their country, it will be confefled -
-that we have been far from profiting fo
-much, as we might have done, by the Re-

volutiont. Confidering how chearfully our

 princes go into every fcheme; that is offered
“to them by their parliaments, and what

- * If weare not poorer by the Revolution, we are

roteftant Religion have been more amply fecured,

: attens .

and a powerful people.

%reét gaifters apon the whole, as our liberty, and the
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-attention is given to the general fenfe of
the nation; confidering the princely eftates,
the ample powers, and great influence of
our nobility and gentry, with the freedom -
and fecurity of our Commons; it might
have been expefted, we thould have been
both richer and more'pdwérful, thah‘we.

are.. We are neither fo eafy at home, nor
- {orevered abroad, ‘as our advantages ought

to have rendered us, This is owing to
the keennefs of our fa&ions; and ‘a too

‘general want of virtue.  But after mak-

ing juft conceflions on the one fide, it
ought to be granted on the other, that,

notwithftanding all mifmanagements and-

weaknefles, we fill remain a rich, a great,
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| "SECT II o
Of the Rickes of NQRTH BRITAIN,

¥ N.a fmaller nation, where good ‘aggzc;l-

. ture and manufactures have been l"af"?l)_’
introduced, improvements will be miore
fenfible than in a kingdom of greater cx~
tent, more populous, and where. good‘agp.
culture and ‘an exterifive commerce haye
‘been of longer ftanding. _For this r:egfon
though England is much richer thag_‘ SJCOt,-
land, and the improvements of the Eng-

lith much greater, the improvements in"

Scotland may be more firiking and fen-
fible. B : s

CIn inquiring" into the ftate of Scotland,
we fhall find fo clear an evidence of in-
creafing riches, as can fcarce‘ be refifted.
Neverthelefs many in Scotland make loud
complaints of poverty, and infift on feve-

ral phenomena as infallible {fymptoms of -

‘ . Weare able to explain thefe phe-
izct?;na,‘ and to fthew that they are per-
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lence.  Whence we have the ftrongeft pre-
fumption, that appearances of the fame
kind cannot be inconfiftent with an in-
creafe of riches in England: it wil] be pro-
per, therefore,. to make fome obfervations
on the ftate of Scotland, not only as it is
a part of Great Britain, but as ‘they will’

- be ufeful for illaftrating the flate of Eng-
Iand. ‘ .

-THAT the fields. and gardens in North
Britain: are better cultivated, and that the
CO_U‘\l'l'trvaFOdU(.ZCS'- greater ftores of corn
and cattle, can be contefted by no man
in his fenfes. ' .

TxE prices of lands are raifed at leaft
from fifteen or fixteen to twenty-three
years purchafe. The rents of eftates and
of houfes, and the prices of moft othey
things, are alfo greatly increafed;  This can
as little ‘be difputed, : o 7

-+ As the Scots. have more inﬁrtimén.ts and
utenfils of all kinds than formerly, fo they
have many more artifans and manufac.

e e T e bt e

turers; - Fhey work much more in‘:lwood, _

fectly confiftent with an. encreafing opu- i

lence.

R

|
|
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in iron, cépper, and other. m¢tals... Nor"
" can any one be ignorant; that their ma~
nufa&tures of cloth are prodigioufly aug-
mented.- Thus both- their - »¢ommod;t1.cs~,
and the prices of them, are fenfibly in-
creafed ; which, according to an indifputed
fiaxim, is a fare fign of greater wealth.

‘ VTH’EIR‘_ fhipping and commerce is moft
vifibly increafed. If in fome few. places
we fee fewer fhips and )l’éfs"‘tra'de,- ‘this 1s
much more than compenfated by the great
increafe of trade in other places upon theu"
coafts. " s LR
Ir filver and gold were to be-accounte.&

" the moft folid treafure, what vaft a‘d‘dl-
tions have they got fince the Revolution ?

Some families perhaps have changed their -

antiq ¢ plate for china ware: but what

throughout the kingdom! How few families

‘of any tolerable rank-want a.decent quan- .

tity of plate? How few had any at the
Revolution? IR
A’ii'ﬁpérior induftry is —the'caufe fglf this
faperior wealth, Before the Revolution
fuperior wealth, b ution

4 trifle is this to the additional - plate.

v
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there' were few manufacturers or artifaris. .

Agriculture and - gardeniing were in'a very

low ftate. ‘The farmeérs did little more than

till and fow their fields late in the fpring,
and reap them late in aGtunin. They
were idle both in futimer and in winter,

Since that time there ‘is. 4" great addition
~of artifans and manufa&urers; and in ma-

ny places the farmers aré employed throu gh-
out the whole year. There are ftill many
juft complaints of ‘idlenefs. The Scots
have not equalled the Englifh in induftry,
But a tafte for itnprovements in manufacs
tures and ,agri'c‘r_ﬂj;ure,' and an inclindtion
to induftry, is gainifig. ground every day

in Scotland.

« INDUSTRY, indéed, is the great fource of
- wealth. It avails much more, than filvér

and gold,. or the greateft natural riches.

Though a ‘co.u‘ﬁtry bé blefled with 3 foil

capable of producitig the fineft crops and
of feeding numerous ftores of cattle ; though

there be plenty of natural wood and rich

mines; though its feas, lakes, and rivers

‘abound with fithes, and there be fafé and
. eonvenient harbours: amidi all thefe na- -

K tural
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- tural ‘advantages; it may have few inha-
bitants, and thefe few may be ill provided *
for. ¢ Dii omnia vendunt laboribus.” -

Without ‘labour a nation may ftarye in

1y thing mult languith, . .

- the'midft of plenty. .~ Without labour eves

~Twis labour is laid out in cultivating the
foil,"in “working in the mines, in . fithing
in the feas and rivers; in procuring ma-
terials for manufacture at home or abroad,

in’ manufacturing , thofe materials, in ex-
porting 'the ‘overplus, after our ‘own ne-
 ceflities are fupplied.  “Thefe materials, ‘¢ic
ther in their natural {tate, or manufac-

tured; become riches to:the country.: If

fpent at 'h'ome,; they make greater numbers
live. more comfortably ; if .carried abroad:
and exchanged for. foreigh - commodities, |
bullion or coin, in the courfe of trade; "

‘they make an addition to .the national

ftock.” Not only the original prices: of all
materials, which the country produces, but- §
the price of that labour, which:is beftowed '

n manufacturing and. exporting them;
not only the wages of all the working:
hands, but the wages. of clerks,. fupercar:

’ e S goesy

. o
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goes; ‘and all- others® who are in any ‘man.
ner neceflary for 'theff‘h’iéi”"c*haﬁt,' become
an additional fund of wealth, and inereats
the-price to foreigners, The price of Ia-
bour is ‘often much greater, than that of
the original materials, Induftry has a
thoufand, methods, by which it ‘adds to
‘the wealth of nations. = o

Or NATIONAL RICHE.

It is not ‘poflible to eftimate pfeci\fé-lv,u
ho'{v much the Scots have gor by thé‘if.ﬁ:-‘\
pertor induftry, But it is eafy fo fee, thar
they maft have got a great deal. The J4.
bour of one employed in “agricultyre may
be-eftimated cxaétly, by kﬁowing the rent
of the land, the neceflary charges of maip.
taining the labourer; the price of the ma.
terials- and tools employed in the labour,
the price of keeping the tools in répair, -
and the price of the prodi:ce, The labour.
- of:a farmer’s fervant throughout the y‘eéfiﬁf
- mult maintain the fervant himflf, igg
L himea little at the end of the year, help to
L Day the farmer’s rent, maintain fuch of hjs
family ‘as do not labour, and likewife en-
able the ‘farmer to lay up'a litde for his
C:hi-ldren. At this rate, it iS'very'valuabIe;
K 2 '
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The labour of artifans and manufacturers

‘muft be computed at more, as a greater

expence is neceffary to prepare them for
their employment. But, withotit pretend-
ing to the greateft exalinefs, let us fup-
pofe every one’s labour at a medium to be
worth only nine pence a day, (which can
fcarce be thought too high, fince many of
our yél;t,ifahsj and labourers gain a thilling
to themfelves, befides the  profit they
bring tothofe that employ them) and com-
puting the number of land.labourers, ‘ar-

tifans, and manufactarers of ~dll “kinds, |

‘above the number at the Revolution, to
be. 100,000 ¥, who work 300 days' of
the 365, a number which will not per-

~ haps be thought too high, if we confi-
. der how much more labour is ‘employed

in .agriculture and manufatures, than

1_f(‘>‘1:m¢i'ly: "b}’"ﬁhi,s éompu‘fét‘i'dn,; the valae
“of one year’s induftry will amount o the

_fum of 1,125,000 L. above what it was at

the Revolution. . Whether thefe calcula-
_ tions are perfectly exat or not, whoever

% Though it fhould be granted,’ that there were

. as many hands employed in agriculture before the Re-

yolution, as areat prcfent, it is certain there was much
. lefs labous, fince many of thofe hands: were idle dur-
il a great part of the year. ‘
‘ ' confiders

confiders things in this light, will fee a
vaft fource of wealth: computing the

the kingdom.

It will be worth while to confider the
progrefs of induftry, and to trace out the

 the fubject of ourdnquiry. = Notwithftand-
ing the inftability of human affairs, the
fame fet of manners may be long preferved,
‘and a country accuftomed fo ' idlénefs amﬁi
‘rapine may continue long poor and un-
cultivated.. If a fpirit of induftry is once
fﬁr‘!ﬁd_ ».and continues to grow, its. firft ef--
fect is to add to the ftock, and increafe
the riches of the codntr}', WhiCh,‘withb'.Uf

iinc;pgafc: of labour, " After this, it gradually

increafes the number of the people; by
. furnifhing better means of Iubﬁﬁancé; -and

by encouraging marriage. But in fuch a

country as Scotland, whither few foreign-
‘. K 2 - o ers
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people of Scotland at ‘a million, if they.
got fo great a fum yearly, it would give -
twenty-twe fhillings and fix pence fterling
of additional wealth to every perfon in

order, in which it produces its happy ef-
fefts. This will throw a new light apor -

foreign conquefts, can be done only by
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ers' refort, “it multiplies the people much
more flowly, than the riches. The wealth of
- {uch a nation will be much fooner doubled,
than its inhabitants, Nay, a very great
increafe of riches, by increafing luxury,
may prove ‘a hindrance to -martiages,
and may prevent a proportionable ‘aug,
mentation of people. Agreeable to fuch
principles, it feems evident from ocular in-
fpection, that “the riches. of Scotland are
ore increafed than the people, Whence
it follaws neceffarily, that Scotland is not
only richer, but: richer \in proportion to
its inhabitants, - From which another con-
clufion is eafily drawn, that, fince North
Britain. has a greater ftock of provifions
and . commedities in proportion ‘to ‘the
~ people; -and-thefe commodities do not pé-
vifh, the Scots ‘muft ‘export more, and
have a. greater. foreign trade, than they
~had.in former times, - ST

0 NATIONAL RICHES 1y

SECT . .

»O@ediaks 20 what has been aferted concern-
g the increafe of Rrcues. iz NorTH

- BRITAIN confidered,

T

NOtwithﬂanding\ the - argumenits . for
% proving that Scotland is much tichs
“ery, than before the Revolution, fuch i
the force of prejudice, that. many - in
Scotland. cannot be convinced of it. They
~will grant, indeed, what many ‘among
the Englith deny, that England has gained
 greatly by the union of the two kingdoms,
but contend carneftly, that Scotland hasbeen.
undone by it, The cafe is far‘otherways:
both England and Scotland- have gained
greatly : England, by a more perfect peace
and fecurity ; fo ’that,‘h‘avihgfnbthing' to
fear in regard to thofe parts that -lye
‘neareft to Scotland;. it can. with fafety cul-
fivate them to great advantage : Scotland, -
by. a.fhare of the Englith trade, by a more -
| Ipeedy propagation of the Englith fpirit
¢ for agriculture -and manufactures, and by
P the happy progrefs, that has been made
, K 4 towards
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Trus all ‘the différent’ micans of proof .
condur in e&abli{hihg this conelufion; that
Scotland'is -much richer than it"was at the

‘ Reydlu‘tliio'n; by the increafe of agticultute,
‘manufactures, and trade. R
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v "tdévards a complete refcue of the commons

. ~formerly fo common, and ftill prevails too
-much, in North Britain: - S

. In truth, the Scots haye loft nothing,
" ‘that can be called fubftantial. They have
~ loft, indeed; what every nation, which is
- united to'agreater, muft lofe, even when
- the union is abfolutely neceffary for the

e e e e
s 5T R e S e s S R o e P e e STy

S

~vantage. ~ The Scots cannot expet to have
- 'the sntire management of affairs upon the
-morth fide of Tweed. " They have loft the

‘name of independance. = Two. or three of

~of the fplendid proceflion of their nobi- . &
" lity and gentry, and upon the brilliancy
- of acourt, during the feffions of the Scotch
" parliament.  Neither is the greater con-
- fumption, which was occafioned by thofe
- “feflions, and which, by the bye, even in
- “thofe'days, was buta trifle to Scotland in
- general, of much greater importance. To
o compeniate ‘thefe #riffing. lofles they have

from that flavith -dependance which was

profperity of the fmaller one, and has been
eftablithed upon terms greatly to its ad-

their old Palaces may poflibly decay. It
‘would be ludicrous to infift upon the want

obtained g

. Or “NATI ONALRIC HES. i3 7 i

obtained fubflantiol advantages. In place
of .a.Scotch, their affairs are under the dl-

re€tion of a Britifh parliament ; an.affem- -

bly which is much better conﬁitﬁféd, "has
much more authority, and is more -able
to. provide for the general intereft of Bri-

“tain, than the Scotch parliament could de

titles and an infignificant pomp, - they have

- for -that of Scotland. . In. place of empty

- acquired the more {olid bleflings of fecurity,
~libesty, and riches. . 0 T

.+ A great clamour  has fometimes. heen

© raifed gbout: the ‘declining ftate of Edin-

- “burgh, the antient metropolis of the king- <
- dom,  No doubt, this city, having for-
“- metly been the feat of government, may '
* be fuppofed to haye fuffered more in pro-
‘portion by the Union than moft others;
- .yet, if we confider the buildings that have
been raifed, .and the improvements:that
g ;.h_gvc been made in the houfes fwi'thin";the
' «ity, the houfes, ftreets, gardens, and other
* improvements in the neighbourhood, the
greater quantity of labour and manufac-
tures of  various kinds, and the -"great_er
~ frores of all forts of goods for merchan-

-dize;

e .
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dize; we will eafily fee upon what infuf.”

ficient grounds fuch a cry has been raifed
~ andfupported. - : |

© Bur, if North Britain is become 16 much

richer, whence is it, it will be faid, that

‘weifee fo many beggars and poor people?

- Whence' is it, that more merchants be-
- comg infolvent, and more landed gentle-
“amen fell ‘their eftates, than before the Re-
volution? Whence is ‘it, that merchants
deal lefs in lending than formerly, ‘and that
many farmers are pinched to pay their
rents, whofe predeceflors' could lay  out
money at intereft? Nay, whence is it, that
the" number of the: people is leffened, and

- that we fee fo many places in this part of

theifland, that were formerly well peopled,
now almoft defolate; without houfes or in-
habitdnts? ‘Are not ‘thefe fymptoms of a
declining ‘ftate? Neither is it difficult, ac-
~cordin g to fuch calculators, ‘to account for
- ‘this:poverty, fiice fo mich money. is yearly
carried-out of the country by the Tobility
and’ gentry, ‘who fpend ‘their eftates ‘in

" ‘England ;- and fince luxury increafes fo
“faft, as muft-not only render Scotland poor,
4 ' ' -~ but
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but end in a fpeedy and univerfal ruin;
Thefe things are loudly. complained-of;
_not only by the difaffected, but alfo by: ma-
ny fincere, though timorous, friends of the -

Government; -

- It will be eafy to account for every. one .
of thofe phenomena,, which s real, nots
withftanding the increafe- of. riches; nay,

- to thew, that fuch appearances:may be.a

natural confequence of that.very increafe,
Speculations. of this kind .are not difagree-
able, and illuftrate the nature and effects:
of induftry and commerce., e

- Oz thing is of the greateft importance:
in this argument ; nay, ‘the whole reafons -

ing may be'faid;to_depend uponit, ¢ Whes

* ther the number of the people is des -
¢ creafing.” Whenever a country is lofing

its inhabitants, this is.a moft dangerous

fymptom, It is true; in.a nation’ confifts.
ing of more thar a mil‘lion,‘.ytre may;vepj’r;

~well fuppofe, there may be ten:thoufand,
“that are entirely idle and ufelefs. ' We
- may fuppofe them incapable either. of ads

ding to the riches.of a countiy by their
o L ~ induftry,




- fels or arms.
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mduftry, or of defendmg it by their coun-
“Thefe idle hands may.be a
burden on the ufeful and induftrious.
They may be good for nothing but con-

fuming the produce of the country. Such
© perfons’ may be fpared, and the coun--

" try be- better - without ‘them, being freed

o Pnccs Would fall. .

-.ﬁom the load ~and expence of main-
tairiing them. " + Fhe reft of the people will
be richer and more able to carry on trade
and manufa&ures. * A State can never be

" richer or'ftronger by any but ufeful hands.

However, as ]ui’nce, humanlty, and .cha-
1ity, oblige every nation to-maintain many
ufelefs perfons ; as it isimpoffible to make

‘the diftinétion; and export’ only the ‘ufe- -

lefs; it muft be a'bad {ymptom in general

when the number of the people is dnm- :
mfhed RN SRR

I a natlon Where the;:e is'a. greater
ftock of corn, of cattle; and of all forts of
commodltles, than formerly, if at the fame
“time the-prices of thofe goods, inftead of
“being diminithed, are increafed, there muft
‘be-more-buyers.. If it were otherwife, the
_Again, if. there are

more

O NATIONAL RICHES 141

more buyers, éither there muft be more'
people in the nation for Tome-confump-
tion'; or, if there is not, there muft be a
greater export and - foreign trade :- ‘upon
which “fuppofition the nation muft be
Mcher W“uch was to be proved

BUT, in- truth as the nation muﬁ be
richer, we 1nay alo conclude, ‘that’ the .

number of the people will not be dimi-

niifhed. A greater foreign trade does not

commonly caufe the people_to- decreafe.’ -

Exceflive luxury, the <confequence of great

-riches, may fonietinies have this"eﬁ'eé't but &
- luxury has not-arrived at this fo fatalv
- heighth in North Britain, It is only when

luxury hinders the people frofn marrying,
waftes their wealth, or renders. ‘marriage

. barren, that it becomes {o baléful. In -

other refpects, it tends to increafe. . I the
1uxury ‘of ‘great people requires fuch i
numbefr of “unmariied fervants as. puts a

e ﬁop to ufeful labour, it muft Ieﬂén the
: -number of inhabitants;

- But; as- more
work is dally going on 111 North Britaim,
and . the number of labourers, .artifans,

. and manufacturers, is increafing, if the

5 ' number
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number of idle hands is_alfo dugmented

by ‘the luxury of the Great, the number of .

thofe in the inferior ranks cannot ‘b_a dmu-,-
hi-fhcd.,.b Again, as the. commons are far
from being able to live in vluxury, ‘,thoqg.h
_their condition is evidently better, their
better éircumf’can‘ces; inftead of preventing,
will rather iéncoufage, marijiages : and, as
to thofe in higher life, though luxury will

have @ pernicious effett in other refpects, -

yet, their number bearing bat a fmall pro-

portion to that of the whole people, the ef-

fects of the luxury of the Great, in dimi-

nifhing the number of the whole people,.

will fcarce be "difcemabl‘e._, ' ;

- SurposiNG it, - therefore, to be certam,
from the greater quantity of I,a_bgur-‘tvhggjlzgs‘
carried on,-and from the moreealy circum--

ftances of the commons, that the number

of the people-in Scotland is not diminifh-
edysit will not be difficult to account fngi
all “thofe- appearances, which the difcon-*
tented -infift upon as infallible ‘proofs of a

dedliﬁi‘ngvcondi‘gibn'. a

For,
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. For, 1. Though- the people have.not
been diminithed fince the union-of the
‘ 'twov‘kinfgdoms», yet, in feveral places; of
Scotland, a cuftom' has been introduced of
uniting two o three fmaller farms into
~one, Several cottagers in- particular pla-
ces have  been Temoved, having been
- thought idle, and rather a Jof, than an
advantage, to the‘neighbourhoo.d.‘ In other

places, fome arable grounds have been

turned into pafturing fields, which require
fewer ‘hands to cultivate them, In fome

3 cafes, greater wealth and commerce. draw-
fome 'from more barren to moye cultivated
" and populous Places, from the country to:

towns, and from the northern to the

- fouthern parts of Scotland. - By thefe: 4l-

terations, . there are fewer people: in fome-

parifhes, than formerly. ~Yet this: defi.

ciency is mare than made up by the g-.réaguf
¢f numbers of merchants, thop-keepérs, -

artifans, and manufaéturers. in towns and-
greater villages. Thither do.the cottagers.
" and land-labourers refort, when they leave

~their former habitations, - Several towns.

may be named, whofe ihhabitant‘s are
' " greatly
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gf‘eaﬂt}" i‘ﬁgr"éafe‘di even fince th_e R¢bﬂﬁ0ﬂ

5. In fo far as povefty Bows from
floth and idlenefs, it'is natural to coneéive,

~ that, in a greater number of pésple, there
fhould be proportionably a greatér num-

ber of beggars: _

 3~. As the expences of living increafe,
and luxury prevails, which has truly been
thecafe fince the Revolution, and will ge=

“nerdlly be the cafe when nations grow

ficher, the fame quantity of ‘money will
ot go fo far as formerly., Confequently,
if men gain nothing by induftry, but livé
upon rents, which either are 'dimi'nﬁhq'd,
as has happened to thofe' who live on the

intereft of money ; or which are not ina -

creafed, ‘or do not increafe, in proportion
“to the additional expences of living; all
- fuch people muft become poorer; notwith-
- ftanding the general Jiqcreafeﬁ of ' riches.
Now, there is always a confiderable numi-
“ber of perfons, who are fupported ir this
manner. D o ‘
’ ~ 4. WHEN

Or NATIONAL RICHES, 15

- 4. Wuen trade is increafing, and a

‘nation 1s enriched by it, this proves a
ftrong temptation to many to launch out
Inta too extenfive fchemes, and to venture

farther than their ftocks will bear. ~And,
as unlucky adventures muft often 'héppéi;
In trade, this muft neceffarily give occafion
to more. frequent bankruptcies, than will
ll?appen I poorer. ccuntries where there is
little trade. In poor countries there will
be but few and fmall debts; - for little cre-
dit will be given. - In general, as more
people deal in trade, there will be more

 frequent bankruptcies, and, as the trade is

greater, they will be for greater f{ums,
Yet this trade will enrich the country in
general, and thefe bankruptcies will be of

_ 'ﬁtde detriment upon the whole,

5. Tuoucn the increafe of ~i1iddﬂry

may greatly augment, and has actually
- augmented, the value and rents of the lands
- in Scotland ; yet the lower and middling

ranks';,i the richer merchants, - and other
oe ; ive
gentlemen who do not live upon rents,

‘but by induftry, will become fooner eafy,

ax,";d acquire the .moft early fhare of the in~ -
L - creafing
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creafing wealth. Such people are gene~
rally moft frugal, and moft attentive to
gain. They have neither fo keen a tafte,
nor fo much time for expence and luxury,
as landed gentlemen, or fuch as have
nothing to do but to purfue their diver-
fions.” Gentlemen in this condition are
* comirionly moft expenfive at all times. In
times of greater riches, they are provoked
" to greater éxpence by, the general tafte of
the nation, and by"fée

celrig. merchants and

others, whom they, reckon their inferiors,.
approaching nearer thém in their genteel-

~er method of living. ‘Mean while, though

théir rents are raifed, they are not raited
fo early, or in proporticn to their. tafte for
luxury,” Hence, in an opulent commers

cial nation, a great. many of the ancient;
nobility and gentry will at fome times be

obferved to grow poorer, and will at laft
be obliged to part with their great eftates
.to thofe induftrious lawyers, phyficians,
" merchants, ‘and ‘others, who have beenr

more frugal. We need not, therefore,-
‘be furprifed, that, when riches’ increafe, '

there are “many poor people in a na-
.tion. The maxim will hold in "geperal,
C o - That,

to lie in England.
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That, where there are LT
will alfo be many Poo_:f many r1§h,. there

- Way, therefore, fhould the writer of
the Three Eflays * lament fo heavily, that
the halcyon' days, which were fevent;r’ yearsj
ago, -are miferably changed ; and that his
friend’s eftate of goo /. a yeai' cannot ﬁow
go fo far, as it could have gone in the days
f’f his grandfather? The writer v\roui’d
impute this difference to high taxes; but
he ought to impute the greateﬁpart, of it
o the:mcreafe of riches, If any genﬂe~
man is indolent in not. improving his
eftate. when he has good oppdrtunifi‘esl
what can be expected, but that he {houlci
grow poorer; as_the nation increafes m '
riches? 'This is the natural order of things.
It would, furely, be too much for the nga'-:
tion, out of complaifance to an inative

. Squire, to put a flop to its induflry and

trade; 'by which it is in ral-
rade; | /1t 1s 1n general-much en-
riched: The eftate, which in the Thrc‘é‘

~-Effays is faid to be much lefs eonfiderable

than it was feventy years ago, is fuppofed
| ‘The gentlemen of this

* Page 33. "
c Lz kingdor,
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kingdom, no doubt, deferve great regard;
but a greater regard ftill is due to the
awbole body of the people. The commons,
‘confiftifig of merchants, farmers, and arti-
fans, are indeed the glory of England.
The riches of thefe inferior ranks of men,
depending on their freedom and induftry,
~“according to Mr. Hume*, give the advan-
tage to England above any nation at pre-
fent in the world, or that appears in the
records of any ftory. Scotland has not
‘hitherto had the happinefs to have fuch
‘wealthy and independent commons. How-
ever, in its prefent.condition, it 1s evident,
that the fame fum bf money cannot go-fo

~ far as formerly, and that thofe, who have -

‘hade no addition to their eftates, mu'f’c’iap-
pear poorer than in ancient times.

6. Wren there is much mioney to- be

-‘lent by private hands, this is far from be- .

‘ing a fure fign of the increafe of riches.

To form a certain conclufion, one ought.

‘to attend to many different circumiftances.
‘If there are many frugal people, who{pend

% In his Politital Difeourfe of Commerce.’
; : ) lefs

e

T
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lefs than they have, though they have but
httle,_ what little they can fpare th_éy will
be willing to lay out upon intereft, provi-

ded they cannot difpofe of it to better ad- "
. vantage. - This muft have been the cafe

before the Revolution, fuppofing the fact
'to be true. -But after the union of the two

~ kingdoms, . when by commerce with Eng-

land . better methods of agriculture and
‘manufacturing were difcovered, and new

- {ources_ of trade were opened, as the in-

duﬁ;ious part of the nation became rich-
er, inftead of laying out their money on
intereft, they often improved their grounds,

- purchafed a better ftock of cattle, enlarged

the'%r manufactures, or extended their trade;
: This turned to better account, but difabled
them from lending.” Where there is a
great deal of money to be lent, and - the

-Iepders'are fuch as live on their rents,
- without induftry or bufinefs; this fhews,

that thefe perfons live within their in-

: come, “This is happy for their families,

and often profitable for the Public; though

- cafes may be put, in which fpending their .

whole rents, which would prevent lending,
may turn out.more to the benefit of the
: L3 country.
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country. = If, notwithftanding an incre"a{-z,
ing trade, and an opulent gxantlel‘ of li-
~ing, the merchant can afford to make
purchafes, or lay out money on intereft,
this is indeed a fign of immenfe wealth.

- .. At other times lending - money’ may be a

bad fign, and only {hew that _t—‘he:' mer-
chant does not know how to turn his mo-
ney to greater advantage in the way of
trade. Thus, it is eafy to folve thofe ap-
pearanices, which are fo frightful to fome
unfortunate people, who can never difcern
the profperity of their country. '

It will ‘b,e full as eafy to make it ap--

pear, that, thougha confiderable fum is
yearly carried to England by the nobihty
and gentry, this does by no means exhauft
the-country ; nor will the argument frgm
this topic anfwer the purpafes of: thpfe,'-~
who raife fo loud a clamour on f\:hl% head.

Ipis true, ever fince the union of ‘the
two crowns 1 the perfon of James VI. of

Scotland, many of the Scotch nobility and

gentry have been in ufe to fpend fome parg:

of - their rents in England. - It 1s alfo true,

that

N
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that more money has been carried to Eng-
land fince the union of the two kingdoms:
than formerly. It is confefled, this is a
difadvantage in foime refpects : if 50,0001, -
Sterling be carried to Ergland yearly, this
is much the fame, as if the Scots owed
the Englifh the capital of a million, com-
puting the intereft at five per cent. So
much are the national riches diminithed.
The Scotch nobility and gentry cannot be

“vindicated, if without any real "neéefﬁty or

juft reafon, they live tco much in England,

~and will not refide at the fine feats of

their anceftors even in {fummer or autumn.
There is certainly a greamsfs and generofity

_in not abandoning our friends or our coun-
- try when they are poor. Whatever can

be juftly conftrued into a contempt of
cither of them muft be highly criminal,

But after all, great latitude muft be al-.
lowed in cafes of this nature. Men are
not bound by any tie to live in any parti-
cular place; merely to keep money in that

fpot of the earth. One need not won-

der;, that there thould be {6 great a refort
to London: fo large and opulent a city
muft furnith bufinefs and entertainment,
to fuit various difpofitions, and to allure -

‘ La multitudes

B ——— B e
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“/piultitudes from every' quarter. - The:fame
1 attra&ing -force ‘may. be obferved in .the
.ilarge ‘capitals. of every ‘other . country.*,
No. wonder - therefore, that men-of rank
:+in Scotland: thould incline:to fpend Home
ppart of their time in fuch a fmetropolis..

. .gapital ismoreadvantageous, or difadvanta-
- ‘geous, to-a nation;: ‘whether the capital of
. Great Britain s not like a head toolarge for
- the body; or, whetherScotchmen areorare
ot to be blamed for living {fo much atLon-
+ don it is evident that North Britain is.not
. impoverithed by their refort to the:capital ;
' but; on the contrary, is daily increafing:in
riches; and that the Scotch nobility and gen-

s O
s

menf@ teta- fufficiunt, Ex-municipiis- et"coloniis
‘ex..;toto. denigue: jorbe.  terrarum . confluxerunt.
adducit--ambitio, alios. neceffitas officii publici,

ofita ‘legatio, alios "luxurla, opulentui’ et
opportinuin vitiis locim quéréns : alios liberalitin ftu-
. diorum:’ cupiditas, . alios .{petacula:- quofdam . traxit

.~ Tnacts ateriam: quidam venalem formam attulerunt,

- .quidam venalem eloquentiam. _Nullum.non. homintim

. genus concurrit in urbem, et virtutibus et vitils magna
.+ "-préemia ponentem. - -7 T e

: \ Senec. in: Confolat, ad Helviam, cap. vi.

. rents.

Vithout inquiting, whether a very large

s drycarry away onlya part of their increafed -

Afpice'agedum hanc frequentiam, cui 'vix bis

2, quofdam’induftria, latam oftendendz virtuti |
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+¥ents, . This, if it ‘were neceffary, might
:be Hluftrated by a particular comp{it_éticﬁl-:'

- "but without any calculation, it is appatent,

«that. the rents in North' Britajn, having
- been. raifed, in fome places to- double, in
others to a half, a third, or a fourth :n’lz)re
th:eu} before the union, and being fCa’z'ce di-.
-minifhed any where; the increafe of ‘rents

- muft be underftood. to be ‘greater than ‘any

fam, which the nobility and gentry can be

fuppofed to fpend in England. - From which
--itmay be juftly concluded, that; fince the
“-union, Scotland has gained in the rents of

. hn‘ds “and houfes, as well as in trade-and
m_a;?ufa&ures;~"and that not a peny -of the
© ancient rent is fpent in England, =

R TI:I-'E ‘only  remaining. obje&ion‘.:to‘ the
‘{“;gﬁ'q;t‘;o;n, th(at‘_“ Scotland is enriched fince
.- the union, is taken from the luxury, that
has prevailed fince that period, and is faid

- il to be increafing,  But of all objections

- this s certainly the weakeft. In truth, it

. proves the contrary to what it is broﬁéht
*toeftablith.  Nothing can be more incon-
ﬁ&ent, »th_an, with the autho,rﬁ‘of"» theThree
Efflays*, to complain of the fearcity. of

*Page 1g, - - S
Ly gold
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1
i
i
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gold and filver; of the decay of -trade

“and  manufaétures, and of the {low. pro~
grefs of agriculture, and, at the fame time,
of the increafe of luxury -and expence of
liviﬁg‘ - 'This writer; indeed, confefies, that
one: would ‘fcarcely "believe {uch a con-
junétion “could happen. . What may. fe be-
tieved, 1 fhall not pretend to fay: forne be-
lieve very ddly 5 but,. what;ver this writer
or any one elfe may believe, one may
venture to affirm, that fuch a con]unéhgn
in-any nation is abfolutely impoffible.

C Grear complaints are made of luxury;
and ma‘dc\mo‘{’cv defervedly. But, in .trut}?.?‘
the increafe of: luxury ‘in any nation is
an infallible teftimony of the increafe of
~ wealth.  An- individual may be worth

" 5000l per annum, and fpend only a fingle

thoufand. He may augment his eftate

without augmenting his e;&pen_ce‘s. But -

this ought never to be fuppofed of a whole

people.. If a nation become generally richer,
the bulk of the people will incline to in-

creafe. thieir expences. Landed gentlemen

in general are tco- much difp‘ofcd at all -

times to go beyond their incomes, and in-

cumber their eftates.  But, if their rents

1 increafe,
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increafs, - their' temptations to'live higher-
will prove ftronger. © Eveén the induftrious
part of the people will ‘add fomething to'
their former expences, when they are bet<

‘ter able to afford it. If, ‘on the contrary;:
they ‘do not. grow richer, this cannot be
fuppofed of the generality, If luxury is
on the growing hand, riches muft be in.
creafed in proportion. There is only one
exception to -this political maxim. ~ For,

- 1f a nation is indebted to foreigners for the

means of fupporting its luxury;  if foreign-
ers have a juft demand upon it for fums
equal to- the additional expernices above
thofe of former times; itis certainly poorer.
What is due to foreigners muft always be
fubtraéted from the national riches. And,
if any nation fpend more than it really
has, it muft become poorer, and prove
bankrupt at laft.  But how little can cither
South or North Britain be fuppofed to owe’
to foreign merchants! I'do not fpeak of
the public’ debt ; * this thall be inquired.

into afterwards :* I only confider the debts

of ‘private perfons, Now, the balance of
what Scotch merchants owe to-foreign na-
ions abave what foreigners owe to them
at
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~ at any particular time, muft certainly be
very . fmall, compared with the whole
riches of the nation. . Nay, the balance
may be fuppofed . to be often’ on the fide
of Scotland.  Other debts, which the Scots
_owe to one another, are of no confeqtience
in the prefent argument, and do not afs
fect the common.riches of the nation.. .

Waat abfurd and ridiculous notions
are we apt to.conceive concerning luxury !
In one fenfe, almoft every thing may be
reckoned luxury. In another, there: is
much lefs than is commonly believed. De-
fining luxury to bea too elegant or refinied,

or a too fumptuous, methed of living, in

‘a moral fenfe it is always bad; forit isa

great corrupter. both of mens genius and .

virtue.  In a political fenfe, it:is alfo bad,
. as," upon the whole; it renders a people
- weak in confequence of their vices. God
forbid, that 1 {hould endeavour.to leflen
‘the: horrors, which wife and ‘good.men
‘have moft juftly conceived of  it, or that
'L .dhould not prefer the. innocence and
. virtue of a nation to its riches.  Not only
- ought.a virtuous man to deteft luxury, but,
Lo _ abftraéting
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abftratting from morals, a found politi-
cian, who confiders only the. firength of
nations, ought to pafs the very fame judg-
ment, - For virtue, by rendering a people

‘more “honeft and valiant, makes them

ftronger either for attack or for defence 5
though it does not always render them
opulent. It is only a high degree of vir-
tue that can fecure good morals and great

riches at the fame time; yet it always tends
to preferve a nation longer, and render it
more fecure. On the other hand, luxury
enervates a people.  Yet, - where it runs

“through all ranks, it can only be fupported

:by fuperior riches.

THosE maxims, that are juft When- ap-

-plied to the luxury of particular perfons,
--cannot always be applied when we .confi-
‘der a whole people. A ‘private- citizen
--may fpend more than he has, and may

at laft prove bankrupt. It is altogether’
improbable, that this thould happen to an

- induftrious nation. The bulk of an in-
.duftrious people never were, and accord+
Ing to the common principles of human

nature never will ‘be, difpofed, to exceed
their -
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their revenues. Such people are commons
Iy attentive to gain. -The love of profit
is ftronger Wlth them, than the love of
pleafure. In confequence of this they'live
. within ‘bounds, and the far greateft part
of them are fragal. It is chiefly among
- men-of great fortunes, who gain nothing

by'labour, that we fhall find the difpofi=.

fion to extravagant expence. In an in-
duftrious nation thefe form but a {mall bo-
dy.  Such of them asrun in debt, doit

gladudlly And, as rich induftrious men -
come intheir places, it is of lefs confe~

quence to'a nation. - But we need: not put
_ the iffue of this matter-upon probabilities
only; in trath; it is as impofiible for a

whole'nation,’ as for particular perfons, to

fpend more, than they have, without be-

' ingindebted to' others. In fhort, if laxu- '
ry has been increafing in Scotland, ever
fince the Revolution, riches muf’c have =~

A aeafed in propox tion.

SECT.

OF: NATIONAL RICHES. 159

SECT V

Anfuwers. to Oéjeﬁz‘om againft what bas been
afferted concerning the wealth of ENGLAND..

EF ‘Scotland is. évideﬁﬂy richer than it

was before the Revolution, no good
reafon can be  affigned, why England

Thould not be fuppofed to have been equally

fortunate. -England is the land of liberty ;
London, the - center, from which this li~

* berty flows to the reft of the ifland. ‘The

rays of lLiberty, like thofe of light, are
denfer when nearer the center. .- The
Scots are at a greater diftance. The Eng-
lith are nearer, and muft have peculiar

‘advantages.- During feveral ages, they have
been ‘a richer and a more indufrious na- -
tion. They have had greater fkill in agri-
" culture:and manufactures, and better no’-v_
. tions of trade. In' general, they feem to

have lefs curiofity than ‘the Scots, or ra-
ther to be more fteady in their purfuits.
Their artifans and dealers of every kind
confine themfelves to fewer branches of

othe

S

txade or manufa&uxes, and divert lefs to
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other objetts not connected with their
chief employment. This makes them
more expert and fuccefsful in thofe parti
cular branches of trade which they pur-
fue. - All thefe are fo great advantages,
- that it is fcarce to be thought, the Englith:
“have not made propor uonably greater ad-
vances than the Scots; unlefs it is fuppofed,
 that their more early application to trade,
and their having carried it to fo great a
helghth before the Revolution, hath ren-
dered it impofible, or very difficult, for
them to mulnply their trade in the fame
proportion; ‘as may eafily be done by the
French or Scots, who have more lately ap-
phed themfelves to commerce.

digioufly augmented. . Numerous ftately
‘buildings have been raifed, and all things
“appear more grand and magnificent. From
_ all which it might be expected, the minds

of .the. Enghfh would be eafy upon this
point; and not be per petually - haunted
rain.

‘.

of - Britain is faft dechmng ~'This eflay
has beer afcribed to a mer chant lately de-
ceafed, who was no lefs eminent for his
‘riches and éxtenfive trade, than for large
~and generous notions of ‘commerce, and

- Bur, be this as it will, the improve-
ments of England fince the Revolution -
are very great ‘Compared with England
Scotland is extremely poor; and’in all
‘taxes, impofed for the expence ‘of govern-
ment, ought to be confidered in thislight.
‘All the figns which indicate an mCreafe
of riches are vifible in England. Its agri-
culture is much advanced, the value of
iancs is raifed, the interett of money re-
duiced, the quantity 'of thipping of all kinds,

and

,could not have any intention’ to ‘miflead

¥ Sir Matthew Decke1 his book is mutled “ An
“ Eﬂ'ay on the caufes of the decline of the forelgn trade,

*.%-on:the means to reftore both,”

year 1 740, and has been prmted oftener than once.-

onen
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and of the Royal Navy in partxcular, pro-

~ with the dreadful fpe&res of povexty and

YFT not. long ago, an eﬁ'ay was puba )
lifhed, “to- prove that the foreign trade -

“for a firm patriotifm ¥, A gentleman of -
fuch a character could have nothmg .at. -
,heaxt but the good of hxs country. . He

" «éonfequently of thevalue of the lands, of Britain,and

. This piece leems  to have been compofed about the -

M . his
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- his .céuhtvrym/en.l’ * Yet, this wo:th'y citizen
~actuallj mifleads, and fets before us a very .
difagreeable view of our affairs..

'Not ohly hath hé afferted, that the fo-
* reigri trade of England declines, but he feemns
~ to infer, that the lofs of it makes us de-
cline in all other refpeéts, and that upon

o the whole the nation is growing poor. If

¢his be not his meaning, or if he would al-
low, that we are growing rich upon the
. whole, we' might be lefs concerned about

our foreign trade, or any particular branch
of . that

riched.”

O “this i"u:bje&' of forelgn trade two

fuppofitions may be made. 1. That, tho!
upon the ‘whole we are gainers. by it, . we

are not fo great-gainers as at fome former
period. If this be true; it is a difadvan-
age ; -unlefs by applying. lefs. to foreign

tage; unle - '
-ade, we beftow our labour-at home on an:

t

merce,

million yearly.
B R

induftry. by which .we are. en-

profitable than gains to the fame nomina] e

- ; - better morals, prefery G bl

. . o B D - ¥ E 1 ) e f i o

- indufiry that is more profitable, . It is cer-. ners, prevent l,upxury : andu:rihl':?y of..mar}.‘ |
-tainly more profitable to impreve our-bar- @& ~ 2 eis uncertain

fen lands to the value of a million, than.

* only to gain half a million by foreign com-

o It
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, 2« It maybe next fuppofed, that, upon
the whole, we are Iofers by our foreign
trade; and our lofs may be “computed to
amount to a million, or halfa million an.
nually, or to any other fum. ‘Even. upon -
tl_ys {uppofition, we may be growing. rich-
er upon the whole; for, if we only lofe
annually half a million by our foreign
trade, wlifle we are improving our barren
lands and ftock of cattle to the value of 3
mullion, we “are ‘cer'tainly gaining half &~ .

It may be added, that our gainsby do.
meftic induftry, and by the ilﬁpro'éégmggtf

of our lands and ftock of cattle, are of the .
moft folid kind. ~ They are more truly
cxtent by foreign trade. The labours, by
whlch ‘We procire them, are ‘more health.
ful; . they keep our countrymen at-home;
keep our peoplé more innocent,. promote "

and precarious. Foreign trade, no doubt,
may be very profitable. "In fome cafes, "
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‘tay bring quieker gains. - But our mer-
" chants, and many others of our country- -
' men, value foreign trade too highly, when
~ they lay it down as a pofition, that'a na=
. ‘tion cannot become rich and powerful
without a great and increafing foreign
trade.” ¥ R

"It is true, if we'are every-year. lofing by

* our foreign trade, 'we muft gradually lofe
“our filver and gold:  Not an ounce of ¢i-
ther of them will be left among us in the
end; and we muft ufe paper or othet
. materials for circulation among ourfelves.
According ‘to the -author of the Three
Effays, and other writers, this is all 'we have

at: prefent.  Nay, " according to the calcu-
‘lations of fome of our merchants, who . &
“have been raifing an alaim ever fince the - &
‘beginning of this century, long before this §
* time there muft not have been a fhilling - &

in the country; as the balance' of trade‘is

. {aid to be almoft every where againft us.”

'But the great ‘quantity of coin and plate

 thaf is to be feen, is an infallible proof that

there is an error in their computations,

~and
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and thf.it,. -upon the whole, the Englifh are
ftill gaining by their foreign trade *.

To _gwe'. an exact and complete accéﬁzxt. ‘
of the foreign trade of Britain ; to compare
- the quantity and value of our exports and

.imports; to diftinguith . precifely, when,

' and where, and how far, the balance of

trade is either on our fide, or againft us;
- z

 is too great an attempt for the moft kilful

-of our merchants. It is not propofed to
launch out into fo wide an ocean.  But.

. - - . . B -2
without any fuch detail, -it will not be dif-

:h_a:s not proved, that the foreign trade of
Britain is declining ; and that all the ap -

- pearances, .upon which he builds his opi.
-nion, may be folved upon other principles.
.. He takes notice + of the long c’rédii
 taken by fhop-keepers ; the great number

of bankrupts;. the great arrears of rent

~owing all over England, which the land-

“" # Ifthequantity of flver and gold in plate, cotn, 4
¥ Ifthe 1 ! ate, ¢oin, and "
- ballion, .is continually increaﬁugg in an§ naetiocgmv;hac[:g

there are no mines,” that nati ‘gaining b
e fre. no mine » tha ,natfoq muft be gaining by
" T At the begirning of his Effay, . -

+ ficult to fhew, that Sir Matthew Decker |

M3y o lords
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lords every ‘where complain of; the great

qpumber of farms thrown upqn the land-.

- Jords hands; ‘the vaft increafe of the poors -

rates, -All thefe appearances, in fo far as-
they are real, have been: ‘explained already,
They are the natural confequence of great

“axury, and great luxury is the effect of
gxeat nches. AR T e

B /

BUT, beﬁde tho{‘e phacnomena, already ~'

explained,. Sir :Matthew Degker obferves,.

that many petitions are: prefented to-pars.

© liament, complaining of the-decay of thg,

. ¢ondition to which the poor are-reduced in

v

woollen manufattures, and of the ftarvmg

“the cloathing countries ; - two .facks, the.

* truth of which T do not examine ; for, fup- . |

ofing them to be true, they prove no more
‘than that one’ branch -of foreign trade is

decayed ;-which maybe- fupphed by others.
Trade is very -variable in its'nature. - Alb
the branches of it cannot flourith. equally.

-at all'times. Particular caufes: may make
jéme of - tbem langmfh ‘at. times at- wh1ch,
commerce Is in:the moft profperous cons
dition upon the whole.  When feveral na-

uons in Europc, roufed by the cxample of.

i
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. the Biitith, are fetting: up- manufaé’cures,‘.;
and encouraging their people to trade, this .
. muft. neceffarily produce alterations... No.-
wonder, - that our rivals the French, and.
_other: nations upon- the, continent, feize: .
- féveral branches of commerée ; -or that our-
own: merchants,. intent upon gain, give-
up a lefs proﬁtable branch of trade, and.
- prefer a more profitable. - As a balance.on
- our-fide, many branches of trade have-been -
- both - eftablifhed, and. carried-to:a- greét
 length, fince the Revolution; in- particus:

lar, feveral, -by which we fave vaft fuis,
which formerly we:paid to the French; ‘and:

which: at:prefent .add conﬁdcx ably to: the.

natlonal wealth ¥,

.
T v

THE Iownefs of the pmcc of wooi

Whlch is confidered as another fymptom of

the: declme of the woollen *manufaéture.

~ and of .our foreign trade, may be accoupt<

ed for; In fome meafure, by the increafe of .

the breed of - theep in Britain_and Ireland,: -

and by ‘the difficalty ‘of fmuggling wool
into France, notwithftanding’ the hlgh

ele “See Pol’clethwayt’s Univerfal D1&1onary of Trade

d-Coniercé, under hé atticle Taxxs

-f’;:?. ’ Mg. o Pnces_

J
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. prices. it gives in that country. It is not

propofed to examine the ftate of .the wool,

or how far the woollen ‘manufacture is
decayed. This is a fubjeét more proper for
others, than for the ‘author of the Charac-
‘teriftics. But it may be obferved in general
"~ that - the cheapnefs of the materials is an
‘advantage to'a manufacture ; and that ma-
“terials may increafe fo much, that their
_prices- may be low- even when. there is a
‘great demand’ for the manufacture 1nto
wh1ch they are w10ught. :

- Tue other bad fymptoms of a declmmg

foxexgn trade, that are mentioned- by :this
- wiiter, arife from the ftate of the exchange,
butlion, and coin, It is faid, the exchange
‘was more againft us in theyear 1740, than
formerly. - But does any man know, how
- the exchange ftands between London, and
-allthe places with which.the Enghfh traded
.or ‘does he: know, how ‘much we' lofe or
gain by every city, or by every. ‘branch of
“trade . Except ‘he- kitow this in the.coh~

{tant courfeof trade, he cannot know how

the exchange ftands upon the whole, or
m aw firm concluﬁons from the courfe of it.

TaE
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" Tur' fearcity. of filver coin is given as’

another fign of - the declenfion -of - our fo-
reign trade. But, if we have greater plen=

'ty of guineas andof foreign. gold, this will

compenfate the frarcity of filver. ' Thereis

‘an’ obvious:reafon for this fcarcity :- our
filver and gold coins are not -propetly:ad-
‘ ]uﬁed in proportion to the reft of the coins

in Europe; fo profit may be made by ex-
porting the lateft coined and the heavieft
of our filver money. This is a lofs, no
doubt ; but it doth not prove, that our fo- -

‘ 'relgn trade dechnes. ’

THE laﬁ bad fymptom, obferved by the -
writer -of the Effay, is that the mint kes

-idle,: ‘and  that little or -no* new coin ap-
‘pears.  On'this, he lays down two maxims,
‘bothof ‘themfalacious. - < The barometer
. of the. general trade of ‘a nation” is its’
“mint, - If plenty of treafure is ‘brought
«¢¢ in, and little carried out, part of it will be
Jee con’_cmually coining, and much new mo-
*- “« ney will appear; the certainfymptom of
"« a flourithing frade *.” -Is not the reverfc
“rather to be expe&edP and may not the
Co# E!I'ay, page 2, -

maxim
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- maxim beturned another way ?-<¢ If plenty“

¢ of: money is brought in; and little carried

< out, the-coin will not be diminifhed; but-

“ be increafed..  There will be no neceffit ity

< for'a new coinage, folittle new money
¢ will appear; - the certain fymptom of a
T oee ﬁcurlfhmg t1ade S o L

, Tgus argument w111 appeat fl:ronger, 1f ‘
we conﬁder the. c1rculatmn of paper. »

.\‘

: Hxs fccond maxim is of the fame kmd B
= *If much treafure be: brought in, yet:
- *“more be ¢arried out, the mint muft lie §
Little new money will appear;,
< the fure fign of a decaying tiade.” The
reverfe appears rather t6 be the truth ; « If
« much money be br ought in, yet more be: -
“icarried out, the mint muft not lie idle,
¢ as.coin will be daily more fearce, There-:
© "« fore thére will be a great deal of new:

- ¢ money appcau_ng the fure fign of a de-.
However, - as merchants;
 are beft able-fo judge of thefe maxims, it
js beft not to be pofitive on: t}us fubject-of
~thé mint : only, in general, it: {eems tobe
i‘ Efay, page 2.

B

true, :

“placeitin foreign banks,

* is plénty" of naval flores::

OF NATIONAL RICHES

truey: that'-a greater or lefs quantrty Q£=—
cbin is Hiot a certain ﬁgn, either-of .increa~

ﬁng poverty, or: of § growmg rxches.

THUS notW1thﬁandmg his knowledgef

pf trade; this-eminent meérchant has. not
- proved, that the foreign trade of England.
_hath declined, Such a decline is not pro-
~ bable; fince the -number of- ‘merchants.and

of fhips is daily increafing. -Itis fearce to.

be thought that our merchants would per-
~ fift in carrying ‘on a lofing trade; ~We'fee
-'the very {ame. appearances: as if we were

gammg s far, if our merchants ate- gain-

g, whatever they gam mutft; at laft; be-

brought to our: fields, cities, and harbouirs,

Merchants can fecure ‘their- gain:no where
elfe, except-they lend it to- foreigners; ‘or
-I'do'net find,
this is-alléged, Wealth is: thought: to be

ng Where fo fafé- as in Bri itain, - ‘We fee

daily additions made to our fhipping. Qur
Rarbours are'in ‘g better cond1txon. ‘There’
"We have: all--
forts of . forexgn commochtxes. Our ‘own
ﬁe}ds are better gultwated Therefore the

pre- o
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N prefumptlon cextamly is, that our forelgn .

trade, as” well as our domeftic induftry, is
increafed.  -But,  after all;. the queftion of

the: greate{‘c 1mportance is not, « Whether |
““‘we gain or lofe by. foreign trade?” The

- more important inquiry is, ¢ Whether we
" *<are growing richer or poorer upon the

<« whole?” . If it would put an end to dif-

putes about foreign ‘trade, more might be

* granted, than can poflibly be demanded by‘ .

- fuch as are moft anxious about it. - Grant

that during the laft fixty years we have
loft half a°million yearly by foreign trade,

* ot; which is the fame thing, have exported
bullion orcoin ‘to that value, - amountmg

© in the whole to thlrty millions ; the moft ti-

~morous dealers in. éxchange can. atk no

~ more. - So great'a lofs feems abfolutely im-

poflible, confidering the immenfe- quantity

. ‘of “additional” plate that has been . got- .
‘within .this period;  Yet, even upon. this. .

a_‘.‘hazd fuppoﬁtlon, as the nation has gained
to'a much greater value by the i improve-

ment. of our lands and home-manufac-

tures, we are a great deal richer upon the
Wholc, . o
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* WE ought not, however, to negle& the
good ‘advice of this worthy citizen. He

" has faid enough to put us upon our guard,

and hath: fuggefted many ufeful -methods
for recovering fome branches of trade,

- which' we may have loft, and’ for impro-
.vmg fuch as may be in'danger. 'The na-

tion' 1s, - undoubtedly, greatly -obliged to
him for his good wifhes and ufeful-endea-

* vours; but hehasbeen mifled by the greatnefs
‘of the commerce of England The Englith
~ have been continually .improving then

‘trade*from the days of Queen Elizabeth:

fo: it ds at length come to: a  great
Heighth. ~ The advantages, which - they
Have' gained by.it,- have ftirred up . 'the

-émulation of other nations. - Ever fince the

‘reign of Lewis XIV. the French have made

‘great efforts to rival us intrade. Being an

“itigenious and ambitious nation, they have .

fuicceeded very far in their defign.  Viewing -
the great advances which the French have

~made, ‘and which are more fenfible during '
the. laft forty years, : one isapt to imagine,

that the Englifh trade, though really much'
greater, begins to decline. As it was great

. before, the later mcreafe of it becomes lefs

- perceptible.
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perceptible. - It isimpoffible; i the nature
of the thing, that the trade of any nation
can-be'continually increafing, -and bring'in

greater and greater fums in'a perpetual
- fucceffion. . It mufk ften be at a ftand. It

- may: often be {o great, that it 'will not be

-ealy to enlarge it.. It may often appear to

decline, - when it is.really,” though infens
- fibly, :increafed. . But,- while we fee fuch
goodly. appearances ‘and - improvemients in
© our fields, cities; and harbours; we have in=
- fallible teftimoriies of increafing riches; - *

Iz is not however . intended to affert,
-fhat our country, might not:be much moreg’

improved, “and the com meree of - Great:
 Britain: rendetred “much more- fleurithing,

- It 'would be eafy to -propofe. many. excel-'
lent {chemes for prometing ' this defign.

Many notable ones have been offered to - 3
the public with this view. Among others, B
Sir Matthew Decker, and Mr. "Fucker of

 Briftol ¥, have made fome grand and mag-

nificent. propofals for raifing taxesfnore’

% In his” excellent ;Eﬂay on the édvantages and difs
advantages which refpectively attend France and Great.

- Britain, with regard to trade, &¢, ™

advane -
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:;}difz{nta;gcouﬂy.f,for the publick, and for
improving and embellithing our ‘country.

+ Such propofals merit the higheft applaufe ;

they difcover an exalted patriotifm, and
an enlarged 'mind, and juftly deferve the

* notice of men in power. Could any thing

tend fo much to- their honour, as giving

- due attention to public-fpirited -fchemes,
fele€ting fuch of them as are juft and.

practicable, and employing their intereft

and  authority to have them . eftablifhed?
 How hard isit, that fo many are wholly

taken up with their own felfith and Ll

| views; in procuring a precarious ower,
3 v )

‘when they might obtain a more honour~

able and folid intereft, by real fervices to, -
the Public! When itis fo eafy to fhew )

the advantages of many noble propofals;
it is: unhappy, that it thould be found. fo
difficult-to put any one of them in execu-

thn. |

N B “'BU_»T,Whil_e'Sir_ Mathew Decker &éfefves‘ '
the higheft praifes for endeatvouring to -
“correét our errors, he has fallen into a

miftake concerning the effééts: of * otrr

' taxes at prefent, For the fame reafons, for

4 SRR ’ ‘.{'llich\“
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which. we have taken notlce of other er-

tors in his Eﬁ'ay, it will be neceﬂ'aly to

corret his miflake on this head ;. as it has
raifed too great an alarm, and tends
too much to difguiet the ~minds of the

peoplc. _

ACCORDING to th1s gentlemans prm—
c1ples * When the .Government raifes
4,6 50,0001 by excifes, cuf’coms, and falt
duties, and raifes ten per cent. or 46 5,ooo 1.
for colleGting them, both fums amount-

/ing to 5,115,0001. the people pay in con-
{equence no lefs than 10,869,375 I and
~adding the. poor’s rate, and the reft of

the taxes, which he calculates at 4, 420,0001

~the fum of all the taxes amounting at §
this, rate 'to 15,289, 3751 he concludes, §
that, computing the people of England'
at eight millions, and their expences at .

81. per head, (64 millions in the whole)
more . than 31. per cent. of their. -whole

. expences is chargeable on, the taxes

Tms is'a h]gh calculatxon. The me-

- thod of mﬁltutmg it is fomewhat intri-

® Page'35.

cate. &
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cate It is fuppofcd that " thofe, who pay

the ﬁve ‘millions immediately to the Go-

Vernment muﬁ on this account, raife

~ the prices of their goods to’their cufs =
'tomers Thefe ca{’comers, agam, muft

lay the advanced prices of the goods,

which they have bought, on the cuf’comers
to whom they fell them. Thefe agam;
muft lay the advanced prices upon their

cuftomers; and foonin fucceﬁion, through

all the orders and individuals in the State,
tll, at laft, the goods aruve at the cof-
‘iumels

WiTHOUT 1nﬁﬂ1ng, that this- axgu-

”ment if it is folid, muft affeét trade in
call countries, where taxes are levied by

cuftoms or excifes, and fo muft affett

,‘"our rivals as well as ourfelves; ‘it is, in =
¥ its own nature, too fubtile; it is bmlt
B “"on too precarious pr1nc1ples, to' be cons
‘vincing, and feems ‘more fuitable to a
“metaphyfician than a merchant. This will |
- be evident from a few obfervations.”

ACCORDING to Sir Matthuw Declzer,
ﬁnce the pnce of fhoes muft be advanced

N | bf‘

e



~ other in fucceffion, muft lay upon . theit

_ the fhoes they wear: fecondly, the ad-

o

e e e e o

~ neymen, who muft raife their wages to

~all the formet advanced prices, in confes

At this rate this writer mufters up twelve
advanced prices in - Aticceffion, which “the

" account. of that on candles. - -~ He -obferves

L e s
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by the .tax on leather, the grazier; the

biitcher, the: tanner, the leather-cuttér, ahd
the . (hoemaker, who buy, each from the

- Or NATIONAL RICHES. iz
¢ By ‘thefe. methods he ﬁnds, that the fyb- -
ie&s, who confume the goods, pay more

than - the double of the tax which is lev1cd \
by the Government, S

cuftomers, firft, the advanced prices of :
BUT all’ thefe calculatxons feem to. be
founded on conjectuie alone; and their in-
8 certainty will appear, - if we confider, that
| any-reafonable rule that can be laid down -
for eftimating thefe advanced prices; muft

variced prices of the wages of their jour-

anfwer the  advanced prmes of  fhoes;
thirdly, the money paid on account of

quence of the tax; and laft of all, a reas

‘ Matthew-Decker- himfelf hath compﬁted B
fonable profit on. this money as traders. -

: or: than _any man can admlt

5 THE lmof’c equ1table rules for makmg
probable’ computation feem  to . be,
(J) That .every perfon whatfoevel, who
fells *his goods, or labour, in the way ‘of
trade, from the firft who  pays the tax
immediately to the: Government, tothe laft
who farnifhes the goods-to the confumers,
muft not only exatt from his cuftomers
all'the- money which he paid. on account
of :the tax, but a reafonable profit on this
money, ‘in ithe ‘way .of trade, as well as
gpon that part: of ‘his:ftock - which is laid
out «on:the. pnme coft of .gzoods {2.) That
: Nz ©oas

wearers of {hoes muft pay for the tax be=
yond the bare duty. And as both foap
and. candles: are taxed, he places twelve
advanced prices more on thoes, - on‘account -
of ‘the tax on foap, and- other twelve on

farther, -that the fame thing. muft hold.in
all: taxes- on the neceffaries of life; ~and
that.the dearnefs of -all. neceflaries: mift
advance the price of all labour, and force
ihe mafter-tradefmen to raife on their cuf- = ¢
-toitiers the taxes and advances ‘on.‘their
confumption, - . T By

1

earry- the ‘matter: much further than Sir
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~as'the common intereft of money is- rec-

- koned too fmall a profit in trade, a greater
- profit muft be allowed on' the money that
~* is paid on account of the tax. At which
rate, thefe profits may be computed at 10,
. at 15, or atzo per cent. and in fome cafes
will reach higher. : :
© Turs cafe will be-fimilar to that of
c‘om‘p‘ound intereft ; in which, if the inter-
~eft is ‘at 5 per cent. the principal is doubled

*in fewer than 13, tripled in fewer than 23, -

. and'quadruplicated in fewer than 2g years:
If the intereft is fuppofed to be 10 per
- cent. the principal is doubled in- fewer
- than- 8, tripled in fewer than. .1z, “and
quadruplicated.in fewer than 15 years.: If
the" intereft is fuppofed to be.z0 per cent.

the principal is doubled in fewer than 4,

~ tripled in fewer than 7, and quadruplicated

. in fewer than 8 years. Computations of
... thefame nature may-be made 'for other
~higher proportions. o ST

" - Now as Sir Matthew compu’ceis no fewer -

than twelve advanced prices on fome taxes,
and, according to hismethod of calculating,

might
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-might undoubtedly, in feveral cafes, reckon
‘more; and as the profits of merchants on
money laid out in trade may be fuppofed

- always more than 5, ‘and fometimes more

than 1o, 135, or even 20 per cent. it is

- eafy to fee, that taxes ought to be raifed

to the confumers, not only to double, but
to triple, quadruple, nay, in a higher
proportion ; which yet no man can poflibly
1magine to be true. . There muft be a fal-
lacy therefore in this argument. Little

. ftrefScan be laid 6n fuch computations;
~and the people of Britain need not be {fo

greatly alarmed .at the taxes impofed: by

“cuftoms and excifes. " If there is 1o fallacy,
- they are in no worfe fituation than other

nations, .

T po not however enter minutely into

+:-the nature of fuch taxes; I will not affert,
. that"the Government might not raife equal
fums, with greater eafe to the people: I
approve of many of the {chemes fuggefted
by Sir Matthew Decker and others, and

with that a fpirit of patriotifm may pre-

vail‘mpre and more, to render them ef-
o feCtual; o ’
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PART 1V.
Of the Payment of the National -
; ~ Debts. ’
R R R A R
'F Britain be confidered . at prefent with -
 refpect to piety, morals, or public fpi-
rits - if we examine the national ge-
nius, either for the nobler arts and fei--
ences, ‘or for ‘war; no doubt, there are .
many -things alarming in our condition,
‘But nothing; that relates only to money, or-
to trade, ought to give anxiety to true pa-.
triots, excepting perhaps. the greatnefs of
the publicdebts. For though we have fufs
ficient funds for {upporting the public
credit, and for clearing the national debts,
yet great debts are embarraf ing in their
- own nature, and, unlefs they are prudesit-
Iy managed, may, in certain circumftan-
ees, involve us in difficulties and confu-
~ ! N 4  ficny




' 184 OF THE PAYMETNT

fion.” For this® reafon- "every “16veriof hisu v
‘countw “thould arderitly ‘with 6" have: the:

pubhc debts ‘paid, “and ‘fhould chearfully:«:
ute his endeavdurs towards fo goodv o

A'r the famc time;” therc is rio- )uf’c ‘teas
prehénd, that ‘the nationi sither -
ithed by théfe debts in the'mean. -

ri f‘unable to'extinguifli thef with=
ift ‘fs, whenever they et heartﬂ“ *y

Great Britain," 1 do-iot fay mexhanﬁlble,
] r t'o *tihat' ’"’6?'—'2' dther Euro-‘f'f

N peann ;5
who,’ notw1thﬁand1ng tl:xelr 1mmcnfelt de
and vaft quanti

\ far from havmgifuch fohd funds, QI“ b

in

‘ s~vaﬁ1y fupenor to all ou; debts and
neceﬁines, even though wc are engaged ;

véi'y httle, pcz haps they d ﬁo
: U amGuRe

© oyt bel g.undoue, if they were obliged to fend 6ooeéol

hons a.nd a half of people in Erigla,nd L
each. of whom, at a medium,. fpent\}l -
9:5.:3d. a year. - Whether. we. confider the |

.or their yearly ex- -
penge, the com putatmnA was n

'Sy -2 Xport 2
n;ﬂhon annuall,z_tp pay the mtere at fi

; paymg what _they owe
re1gners, do not amotint to lefs than. eighty-
four mllhons ﬁcrhng *. With fuch a vaft

1€ a . ‘Eﬁ'ays Tuas ”lon-
v:of the wealth 6f England . when- he" imagines
‘{page:11) that:the ‘Englith- could not hold it long the

yearly :




.....

- wefind neceflary ? Were we to confider.-
of a good eftate, who owed no more than

" a'year’s rent, it would give us a favourable .
profpect of ‘our affairs. - Thereis certainly

. vemies of “the whole _pébp_lc“_-a_gejf]ikefa:lpex'_» ;
. petual annuity : 'and 'if ‘a nation in fuc

fpend n6 more' than' formerly, like a' pri
vate gentleman, who raifes his rents with. .

"yearlsrl"pué of ‘the TcAblﬂm‘try. "‘The ‘I‘Z:‘ngliif_h”dug‘li’f not to_ -

;

futid of ‘wealth, cari we be at a lofs to,fall
upon proper methods of extinguithing the -
whole, or wlidt part of the public -debts.

the"whole nation, as a private gentleman.

fome fort" of ‘refemblance. = Though the
iftand, or the rents, trade, and induftry of -
the inhabitants, * cannot ™ be fold -like an.; -
eftate; yet the- public revenues' or the re-«

circumftances would raife their taxes, a

out encreafing his expences, they. muﬁ be. .
able to' pay’ their' debts. without being in - -
the lalincumbered,
Bt leaving it tohis Majefly ahd the
Parliament to- confider, how fuch falutary -

giveaway their- money without good reafons i bat though ™

they fent away 2 greater fum, they would not be foon:

exhaufled.” 0 o : T
- fchemes”

silyentrut the Government with their plate, |
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fchemes may be beft promoted, methinks, -
it would not be difficult for private perfons, -
with no very great degree of public fpirit,
to affift greatly in accomplithing thisexcel-,
lent defign, nay, to accomplifh it without

any lofs to themfelves, and ‘without any

atigmentation, nay, with an abatement .of

the taxes. “Thereis no myftery in all this, '
If the fory be true, the honeft man,. who
lately “fent' 1001, to dne of the miniffers.
of ftate o help to pay the public debt, has.
led the way and fet us a fair example,.

- Nay, he has done more than is neceffary,
For there is no neceflity for private perfons,. -

to advance their money, It would be fuf..
ficient, - if the richer fort would volunta~

‘and fubmit to the fmall inconveniency of

wantinig ‘the ‘ufe of it for .a feafon.. In

imitation of the generofity . of fuch a.
worthy citizen, who contributedan hun-

dred pounds for fo good an end, - may 4

public {pirit {pread itfelf among the people; .

-and ‘every one run with his plate to the

public treafury, that. the,,p‘ublic;vdeb-ts;may' -
be. more fpeedily paid. - ‘What an-immenfe
quantity of plate is there in. this ifland 1

‘ . - How

DAL L
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, How many - millions - of “the’ nationdl' debt
miglit be fwept.off by it at oncel. This
would:be anadvantage to the: Govcrnment,
if riointereft were:demanded for the ufe of 4
the plate. 'The benefattors of -the: pubhg ;
would fuffer no lofs, ﬁnce then plate 1s a?

hxs country 2

'bemg 1epayed with of the
‘tax 'upon: the ‘plate and of the ougma}
Workmanﬂnp -Medn time; let thofe taxes, -
-which'afe ‘underftood to~be’ nioft burder-
fotrie, ‘or to'bear hardeft -on-our trade;: be
‘abolifhed; andonly fuclr as are eafily. borne
- “be- conitinged' for foriie yedrs: Ionger 1
this‘method; it the firft place; reft.
- what is-at’prefent the: ‘national':debt; nd:"
 Bears intéreft; or what part of it fhould b

__pIate i thls mﬂnnél be ffud to requ _
“Nerg-bigh' ftrain- of . public. fpirit .« How
eafily may pldte be wanted ! How:honour-
able'to- want it on fuch an occafion!
* Might net @ few: grand examples rénder
~the want of it fathionable? Mlght ot
’ ahe Whole nation bc en«aged inifuch; a

G e e fcheme

of tzme

/- Os NATIONAL DEBTS. 189
fcheme.* with - -eagernefs, and . every man;

whe' had: plate, rejoice in havmg ‘an. op=
portiinity of contrlbutmg to. the good of

WE have not the leaﬁ 1ea.fon fo appre-
hend that there.is any neeeﬁity f01 fuch

pubhc credlt The Bntzih leglﬂature is
fufficiently -able; ~and, we truf};..will: net
fail; to take care: of . the:: ‘public welfare,
“But it becomes fisbjects under fuch-a happy
conihtunon to attempt what. is: great and
tgenerous, ‘and to thew -a. forwardnefs. to
fecure their: free government ~againft. the
moi’e remote. dangexs Thc flaves of 'an -
“abfolute monarchy need give themfelves no
. trouble about their government, they can-
d ot bc “apgrfe. than - 'they are; but the {ub-

& ]e&s «of Britain are bleffed wnh a. confti-
“tution, worthy to.be pteferved till the end

; ANY fcheme of oﬁ'crmg our' plate to the :

E ubhc may, indeed, be thought roman-
« It is fo,. perhaps 5 and can hardly.be

expe&ed to fucceed in an age no ways re- -

mar kable




n

mirkable for public fpirit; but it is gene.

 rous atleaft: If wé are difpofed to gobeyond

the ‘common rate, it is better to imitate

thofe ‘heroes of romance; who. were re«
* markable for juftice ‘and - ‘magnanimity,
than, as if we were heroes of a different.

‘charatter, and ‘indifferent about honefty,
mitate “the :au rec I
- infuggefting inglorious fchemesof ftopping

the credit of public banks, and in endea-

. vouring ' to excite opulent nations to’de-

fraud their creditors by abolithing " the

public debts, inftead of honeftly paying -

 them:  let the  minifters of a’ defpotic
‘monarchy applaud fuch fraudulent coun-
fels. - Let tyrants break their faith, and ‘ab-

ufe the people, - whom under the pretence.

of loans they have forced to furrender their
money : but let the “citizens of fo- opu-

‘Ient “a nation as Brifain; let the happy

- fubjects -of fuch- a free governmént, ~bé
‘athamed of difhonourable propofals, and
deteft " infinuations of violating publi¢
~ engagements. Such counfels are equally
- contrary to the commercial interefts of
Great Britain, and to the {pirit and ge-
-nius of the Britith conftitution, The

‘Britith

uthor of the “Three Effays
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Britith government would not fuffer fuch
propofals to be openly made. without tel~
tifying their indignation, did they not con=-
fider their honour and faith as above all
fufpicien, and treat even their moft peevith
and" difcontented children with a more

‘magnanimous  indulgence, than an .abfo-.
lute- ‘monarch dares’ venture to .allow. .to:

the greateft favourites amongft his flaves.. .
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 PART V.
Of the National Genius and Capa-
city for Self-Defence,

RRRRRRPRRS SRS RBE AR B R R R AR

T X 7H ILE the people of  Britain are

o poffefled of great wealth, and en-

joy the moft ample liberty, a Britifh au-

~thor has lately ftarted up ¥, who, granting

_ * The author of TheEftimate of the Manners and
Principles of the Times, - B .
.~ Though this book has gone through feveral edi-
tions in a Jhort time, it cannot be inferred,. either
that the tafte-of the 4ge is not fo fuperficial, as the

‘author hath afferted, or that his book is unluckily

-adapted to this fuperficial tafte. A folid and ufefyl
book may fometimes have a run_in a fuperficial age ;
and vice verfa. However, it is éaly to accountfor the .
popularity of fuch pieces as the Eftimate. The writer
of it had no reafoi to imagine,. thathis defigh wasnot -
popular. Few things are more popular, than feverity’ -
againft national vices, Thofe divines, who paint their

“audience blackeft, raife the moft dreadful {pefires, .

and fpeak the worft of the times and of human nature,
arefrequently the moft popuilar: Ofie may often obferve
whole companies more highly entertained with fright-
ful tales, and horrible relations, than with the moft

.~ juft defcriptions of nature and of human life, '

Q0 - ally
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i all, that - ;:an be demanded on e1th: of

“ thefe heads, mamtams at ‘the- fame i

"f,that Britain is -going faft to deftruction. "

" According to this author, otr l1berty has
-degenerated into_licentioufnefs, and otr

“wealth has produced fuch an effeminacy of

" marnners, as has almoft’ extmgmlhed ”t\he
‘good prmclples, and deﬁroyed the genius
“and capacrcy of the nation. If it canbe,
h Hmefs, he mdee al-

or. raife v1olent commotlons at home.T He

itisnot eafy to find-out the good tendencj
- of -hls:i;pexformancea It may be kmd :no

remammg, as will excite us to. a cml war, -

dfto fet the vices of the age i :

 be expected from a true mirror, or a juft
‘__repx eﬁntatxon of errors and m1sfort Sy
‘dangerous to prefent a glafs of fuch
.an, unlucky conf’cruéhon, that it diminifhes
oft of the beauties, and. helghtens Sle-
. mifhes 0. much Athat he who‘ fees his face

€ an_ has ”unlucklly fallen mto \he
m enq, for'y whmh he:bl [

g .
% into the hlghef’t degree of gullt to fa—
._}7“ .tynze rathel than def'cube, and to throw

R ¢ ﬁncerely lament the 1mplety of thc atre. -
Famforry. there ﬂmuld be- fuch good rea-

- ;_"?‘ Eftimate, page 18, 1~ bed. p.27.
g 02 . fon

t»sproper hght.,but whatever bev_‘eﬁt “y '

Sruavte ye

i
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certai “The

Bntlfh are by no means contempnble for
: wu:h all their weakncﬁés they are’ envied

~and admued -among the ne1ghbouung na-
" tions, ST

. of our 'v?v‘ant‘b'f pu _
from approving many of our methods”éf
education. T smuch “diflike the rexgnmg
tafte and- diverfions of many of our men
" of fathion and politenefs, . I moft hearuly
~ condemn their paﬁion for gaming, - jehelr
. luxury, eﬁ'emmacy, and’ falfe
! would not’ atﬁrm,‘ ‘that ‘the nanonal
; genius “and capacxty for feience, legifla-
_tion, or war, ‘is the highelt of | ‘thie kind,
.or that we have phllofophe\ or poets
equal to, fome in former times, W
not pretend to have generals e<’}u .
duke of Maxlborough, of’ fuch f men as

admiral Blake. In {hqi't','f"fb “Vices and
weaknefles are too evident not to'be con-
feﬁ'ed' ~ and mof’c ﬁncerely lamentcd by .
Very - f def-

one would have chofe/‘ t 'hve, 1t may be
med with lefs. caution, ‘than'is ufed by
author of the E&xmate, e That there

and iécurlty B

‘,'b‘erty,

depra ity,. ‘o of our gemus or want of
ity, - thlS author’s aﬁ'ernons, after all
ftenmgs and 11m1tat1ons, arc unrea—

bable %, that hlS country hés loj
- sand; tha’c h1s countrymen in ,,_gcncral are

"T he- author f ‘the Eftimate, page’f iigs. it
r;ﬁhxgher, than' that 3 wife - man v;oﬁlg Wxsﬂ’x l:lus “'::
“ fome refpe@ts,” . But he might have put it muoch
ﬁrongcr.

f{ Eﬁxmatg, page 83,840 -

cestainly 03 fonably

'."t‘,,e P ople have hved in fuch plenty, h- .

e
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fonably fevere, In nio other hght can we
view: feveral expreﬁions, «That’ Jehgxon s
«“evidently  deflrojed in England+ “That
«' the honeft pride ‘of virtue is no mored s
< That the principle of ‘honour is either *
«Joft-or totally- conupted That no ge+"
« ‘nerous thlrﬁ of praife is left ‘among us§;
b _ '-nmple of pubhc fpmt or-
« love of “otir‘country is perhaps lefs felt
< among ‘s, than even ‘thofe of - religion -
« and true»honour l| The author has

{cvere. :

~Ie" we . confine: the 1nqu1ry into: our .
prmaples and ‘manners accordlng ‘to the:"
plan.-of ~this writer,. and ‘the leading
queéftion: Thall ‘be, < How far the prefent:.
“: ruhng ‘manners -and pr1nc1ples “of this.

¢ nation may tend: to its- continuance-or:
‘ deftruction *::- ‘this- auther has. ‘much
miftaken: our ~circumftances, . and: pros:

nounces 00 : boldly ‘on our Weaknefs and.

want of d;fence..., :

ot Eﬁxmate, page 175 :t bed page 59 §-
page 61, !L Ibu:l p'age 6:. SN Ib:d page 24,

ﬁgncd

’ N
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o8 THAT fortune by no means- rules: the-
«: world; ‘that - there -are- general caufes,,.
“*: natural st®moral, which operate in every -
“ ftate,and whichraife, fupport, or overturn -
“it+,” will ibe difputed by none,.: Ne-.
verthelefs, every defeat, or unfuccefsful ex-
_pedition, is not.to be aferibed. to.the man-
ners and principles of the whole people; or -
of .thofe' of higher rank;. but may often. 1

_ bc accounted for by parnculal caufes. .

Tm«: greateﬁ wﬁ'c& mof’c p;ofpemus, s

‘vntu@us, and- magnammqus mations, . in.

times of their grcateﬂ: profperity. and vir-

- tue, have met with greater deappomt-

ments. and defeats than -the Brigith have

met with in-the prefent war. - Four times

were the Roman armies. beaten :by Hanni«; ..
balin‘Jtaly itfelf in the beginning:of:the-
fecond - Punic war. . Our: ‘misfortunes: in
war have:not.been fo great, nor of fuch
long: continuance, that ‘we’ muft: impute:

them to-a general ftupidity orcowatdice;:

either- of ‘thofe in lower'‘or: higher: ranks.
Other reafons undoubtedly may he aii-

—x- Eﬂxmate, pag" m, I 3 s
04 - Ir
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I s dangerous to decide haftily:in: fuch

cafes. ‘Whether particular victories or-de-
" feats are owing to fome patticular caufe,

“'or ‘ought to bé underﬂ:ood as the effefts -

“of - the general temper and genius- of ‘a
“ndtion, is-often a -perplexed queftion: it
g often impoffible tobe determined; except

*"by thofe. who know " the fecret fprmgs of -

~aétion; It is often an ufelefs queftion, and
~frequently iffues-in-a difpute rather about
~ “’words ‘than ‘things. --Without detrading
“from ‘the” wifdom of the Britith councils,
“iorfrom ‘the bravery of the Britifh troops,
- “duiring'the war in‘the reigh of queen Anne,
~~there’are, at Jeaft, plauﬁble reafons for
aferibing”ho fmall'part' of our fuceefles 'in
that'war to- ‘the- Breat mlhtary ‘genius” of
uke of ‘Mdrlboroughi -~ At-fome par-
ar tlmes the {afety and glmy of ‘a na-

v

In gteat natiehs th;s W111

en, f'they dre not: fubje&ed

: “very“-dangerous, "This’ ‘

) the cafc Gf Bntam at prefent.. We' f’cand
bloadex bottom, and our national
SR RSO capacxty

< better fighting men-upon garth.. They
< feldom turn their backs upon their ene-
~my, unlefs when their officers thew. the

%< way, and-even- then are’ eaﬁly rallied,

B 14

. &

© /% courage . The. Apirit of liberty. happzly

P 13

1

. genuine: vigour. . The, love of hbeuy
- &€

7
T3
© e

e

.48

£,

S ?;;E&imate,v page 26
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‘ “capacity: for; felf-defence reﬁs upon a iurer
--foundatlon. T s T L R

BY the concefﬁons of the author of the

‘thmate, *¢ the character of the manners
B 14

.of -this. age. and mation is by no.means
that of - abandoned wickednefs and.pro-
‘ﬂlgacy "The common people of this
nation- fcem pofleffed of bodily i’crcngth,
“hardinefs, and courage. ~ There are no.

and return to-the charge with. the. fame

f4ill fubfifts among us, though not. in- its

is not ext mgmfhed

% continue free: nay, in his Opl on, the

{pirit of liberty hath been: “ingrafted-by

+the' arts.of policy in other- countries, but
. l.,“fhoots up here, as from its natural - ch-
% mate, ftock,-and- foil :: »Whenccx itg- de—

-l- Ib;d pafre 88, 89
. o _. " ‘bably
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«bably be no more. than’temporary*.

The writer likewife allows us' « humanity; -

o

* Eflimate, page 17—z0.-. .

the Eftimate-'hath ‘given us of the “affaits of Britain.
Defpotifm -previils -almoft. univerfally. Mankind' &g’
enflaved by tyrants. . An arbitrary power rages in the
world.’ - Among ‘the few nations, which' have preferved
theirliberty, - Britain fhines foremoft in riches and fame.’
But according to. the author . of the Eftimate, we, are
rolling to the brink of a precipice ; Britain finks under
the fuperior genius of the French ; the fatal hour ap-
‘proaches, ‘and its liberty ‘is in great: danger of ‘being "
deftroyed by externaliviolence. Slender aré the hopes”
he gives us of efcaping i the. probability Ties againft us
‘our‘deliverance is only poflible. A" defpairing nation’

_““(fays he, page 221) may yet be faved, by the wifdom, -
-“¢:the’integrity, and unfhaken courage of fome great

¢ minifter,” - "I ddre'fay it is true's ‘but'if Britain is ss
much funk in indelence; cowardice, and- vemality, ‘as

this writer apprehends, this is' fcarcé poffible; - Even

the great king William, -who will:be acknowlédged to
‘4have been as able a" ftatefman as'any Who can’afpire’to’:

-be aminifter at prefent, notwithftanding the’ wifdom

© and re@itnde of his' fchemes, - s fuppofed to have been

" difpofition; to” oppofe the national tirn,: by filencing

obliged; contrary (as will be confefléd) to his natural
all he ‘could with plages or penfions. . The pow
a miniffer 4t prefent (i times confefled ‘to Be more
rupted)-can fcarce -be fuppofed greater but it {6 far
he-has'it in his power ‘to filence a gréater niimber: by
the“fame: methods. - This-only cherifhies the 'difeafe,”
brings us nearer to the crifis, and renders our’ deftruc- -
tion more cettain. - Our ruin’ therefore, according “to
this writer, may be called next to inevitable. But he
e 5 * gives.

his is the moft tomfortahle profpeé’t" the author ;of\ :
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“ ‘or pity to the. diftrefled ;’:'w'and“p‘er‘h-apé' :
flatters -us’ t00- much, when he: -adds; ¢
“*:That humanity is natural to‘the nation,
“ and that the nation hath always been
« diftinguithed, by it, and poffefles it in 2

« higher 'degree than other countries*.” .- -

He' likewife allows -us -another  virtue;
which he grants to be of the higheft con-
dequence ¢.the pure adminiftration of jufs
*tice, as it regards private property 4"

gives us greater hopes. of recovering- our. liberty, 4nd,
of confequence, -our former. glory and felicity, though -
Tiberty. thould be“c’ieﬁroyedf by external violence, - . ft -,
«.1s probable (fays he) its deftrution will .be no more -
¢ than temporary.”, .In this ifland, “ liberty.fhoots upas:-
“.from'its natural climhate,. ftock, and {oil.” To the

. prefenit-generation 'this may. be thoughtito give little - V

comfort : .to; the. cowardly, effeminate, and felfith it
will givé none: but how confolatory is it to the generous -
and difinterefted lovers of Britain, who can' ~be‘héppy
in forefecing the grandeur and- felicity of. their.coun~ -

“try, in fucceeding ages!.. To fome fuch extenfive- Ppros

fpet, or to fome. fublime philofophical idea, ¢¢ that . -
¢ -the prefent deftruétion, even.of -the -greateft nation; -
¢ is of fmall confequence in the univerfe,” it mufkhave

‘been.owing, that the writer of the Eftimate; amidft his.
-~ melancholy profpeéts of the prefent flate. of ;Beitain, -

fhould; appear fo calm and compofed, as:to besable-to. |
ftudy, elegance of phrafe,-and fearch. after -antithefes -

“-and , elaborate .turns .of . expreffion, that occur every:

where in his book, .. - e mat e
*_Eftimate, page 20521. . - 1 Ibid..page 22.

S Thee”
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" Thefe -are goodly materials, not.only for

-preferving internal. peace and ‘happinefs,
- but for defendmg us againft external force.
The flrength and good -principles of the
- common people in any country, efpecmlly
-in Britain, where they are-more high fpi-
rited than any where elfe, ought not to be
- reckoned fo defpmable as the writer of the
. Eftimate imagines ¥, We. may reafonably
-\expc& that their force and weight would
1ot be mﬁgmﬁcant againft a- foxe1gn in-
- wafion, though - deliverance fhould. not: a-

-rife-from any other: quarter ; and. tha;: in

~times-of extremity: (acqordmg to. the. lan-

*‘guage of the Eftimate) fome. leading ; mmd :

“lor fuperior intelligence ‘would . na:curally
“arife-from among. themfelves. to give im-

- 'pulfe and diretion to their _enterprizes in

‘défence .of théir country . If the love
“of liberty about a century ago rouféd them
7 to defend their rights againft-a powerful
‘party at home; -and" infpired -them' with
+ “matchlefs valour,” may ‘it not be expected,
-that the pofterity of thofe men, the robuft
“‘and hardy commons of the fame nation,

) # Eftimate, ..page 25 . Ibid.’fpage,zs:
e . ot

lmagme, they -have lefs military. honour

GENIUS AND CAPACITY ‘205

"not«”enervated by the lugury of the Gredt,
“but inured to labour, “wotild, :in" & tirge
of ‘extremity, be ftirred up to-defend their
“country, and all that was dear to them,
“againft ‘any army that’ could pofﬁbly -
“'vade them from F rance B

BESIDES the natural ﬂrength and courage -
of our commons, and the. acknowledged
- remainders of ‘a fpirit: of liberty,  huma-
nity,- and " regard to property, -diffufed
‘through - all ranks ; -if we:compare:our-
-felves with our neighbours on the-conti-
“fent, - in particular with' our rivals:the
- French, ‘whofe-maxims and policy..are:fo
“greatly extolled in the Eftimate ¥, we have ~
““rio reafon to grant, that we are deflitute
of the means of felf-defence in'the genius
"-"f'and prmc1ples of thofe of h1gher ra‘lk

,,
e P e e

T

:.WHAT caufe have the Brmfh nobihtY
v/-“and ‘géntry. given . their countryman -to

~ and public fpirit, than the Frénch?.-
- few individuals “‘may behave - ill, Bogh

o % Eftimate, -»ipage 14T,

French |
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“French ‘and. Brififh oﬁicers have turned
+their backs ; the French as often, and " ds
‘4d1ﬂ10nourably, as the Britith. But. what
“is this. to ‘either of the nations ? . or mu{’r
. ‘our-officers in general be therefore reckon-
ed: I’cup1d or cowardly ? * ‘Either of the na-
tions may produce ‘greater men in every
-profeflion - at fome pamcular times :“but
“from niothing,” ‘that “has-happened of Iate,
-have we juft ground to eftablith’ an uni-
‘verfdl preference :in favour of the French.

A Britilh army at prefent ‘will' not. be
d to meet theFrench in any field 'with.

.

€q ual‘numbers. They wﬂl dare 'to_fight
=them though ‘the number of the. Fre h
be fupenor. Our feamen of every
“areat leaft equal to thofe ‘of the Frencl
“both' in fkill and’ courage. Our troops
~fhew undoubted bravery in Battle. ‘The
1ntrep1cl1ty of - the Britith - officers at. the
- battle -of'F ontenoy has been celebrated by

a foxelgner * It is allowed by ‘the writer

L * In the Hxﬁory of thc Wﬂ.r of x74,1, a{'cr‘b‘d o
Monfieur-Voltaire, - - '
This hiftorian, beﬁdes applaudmg in’ gener
eourage of :the Britith troops, ‘obferves; that in-time of
-ation the officers behaved with great calmnefs and
compoﬁfre'

compofure $ that they cilled to the French' c
-that: the: trogps. advaneed. flowly,:.as if they’had besa
- going:. through their; exercifes ;- and . that. the. majors
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of the Eﬂ1mate, that the Frencn manners
are as vain and eﬂ’emmate as our, own ¥,
It _1s one of hls maxxms,. that ¢ Where
f‘ effemmacy and felfith vanity® form the

‘ “ rulmg charalter of a people, thofe of

igh rank “and quality will, in gene-
“ ‘ra_lq be of all others. moft vain, moft
:"f“ felfith, moﬂ: mcapable moft ef‘Feml-
« nate»f- " Why, therefore, fhould it be
1mag1ned that French generals, aidmxrals,

or mxmf’cers muft be fuperior to Bnt1ﬂ1 2

Iris dlﬁicult to’ c0mpare the 1nﬁuence ,

“of - ;ehgxon in two fuch nations as France

Britain, the fpult and the' prmf, ple_s
differ fo widely in_ them; the reli-
on of ' annce leans o much to fuperﬂl- |
5 and to extemal cexemony that “of
‘Brltam fo much to the pure, love of

re feen laying their cines /to the guns of ‘the foldiers

‘o' caufe them to level -them in the

_ ‘proper- manner,
This battle was fought long within thefe t\ix’renty years,
_during which- period, according to -the duthor of ‘the

Eftimate - (page Ix7) our eﬁ”cmmacy and debxhty hae

. been:fo- -much increafed. -

% Eﬁ}mate, page i 35. = Ibn:l. pagc I 30,_; 31,;..\
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. and to moral virtue: religion is treated fo
 differently by the public in the two na-
tions ; the French are fo much ovel'eaqug

by an arbitrary court and a_tyrannical -
‘cier‘gy’ ; the Britifh, from the mild ‘fP“_"lt of
their - government, and from the happy:

- moderation of their clergy, enjoy fo much-
religious freedom ; that, in order to deter-
mine the force of their religious principles,

" §t-isnot fafe in this, nor, indeed,” in- any

pearances of devotion. -

As to the real quaritity of -piety and of
virtue, it is impofiible to. c‘tzlc‘;tdatj{.’?lt‘v at any
time. ‘At one time external appearances
may be very decent ; there may be great
gravity and folemnity in the looks; the

~ taken firm pofleflion .of the heart. - That
fort -of . feligion which: flourithed - during

- difquiet. of the nation, the influence of
the . court was exerted to ffupp.ortj.an@.’ﬁo‘
impofe modes and ceremonies ‘i~n):worf-l:np;
is not .much: applauded by any party at
ke R prefent.

 the other hand, it is- certain, that. there

other cife, to truft folely to-external ap-

* periods, Mankind often ‘mean well; ‘even:

‘outward forms of devotion" may be. ob-
 ferved with zeal; while religion has not- - piety ‘and virtue; and obferve: the more ims'
: , ‘much with loofet: modes and-fafhions i
“thet¢ign of -Charles I. when, to-the great - things-efteemed lefs fubftantial.: ‘Whatis .

" 16 felfith effeminacy, ‘may.often, no doubt;
be attributed to a focial tafte, to afriendly
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prefent. Nor de we admire that enthufi-.
afn, ‘which prevailed under the- admini-
ftration of - Oliver Cromwel. It is com--
tmon now-a-days to reprefent fuch flaming’
appearances of “piety as hypocritical. On-

may be many lively fentiments of plety. in
‘the ‘heart, -tinder a lefs: religious appear-"
arice : {o-that it -is, -perhaps, .in : truth;:
‘more-than any man can determine, whe- -
ther there is not in Britain;. at prefent, as
much real piety and virtue, -as was in itat
any-point of time fince the Reformation.
Ifthe-impreflions of religion feldom  ap-
‘pear fo- fervent-in -the prefent age, they
feem to be.more univerfal, than in former

when their-external appearance is.notirres”
proachable. * Though they ‘inwardly: love:

portant ‘duties. of life, they comply. too

by fome imputed to vanity, to luxury, and

difpofition; -or'to love of . elegance:impro-
SRR | perly
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perly difplayed. As the ‘appearances’ of .
piety and virtue under’a graver form are.
fometimes hypocritical, {o when the better-

fort of a nation are not profligate, mor

abandoned to wickedriefs, which is con-
fefled to be the -cafe at prefent ¥, amidt
luxury and refined fenfuality. there may be .
~more folid piety and virtue, than is-com-
monly believed. =~ ‘ ”

. TuE writer of the Eftimate hath been-
too hafty in his' cenfure of lord Verulam.
¢ Lord Verulam (fays he) hath fomewhere
“ obferved, that simes of atheifin are civil
“ times. ~ He had been much nearer
"« the truth had he affirmed that civil
S times wgre times of atheifn. - He mif-
¢ took the caufe for the cffect +.” It hath.

-

efcaped this writer, that lord Verulam hath

made this very obfervation. ¢ Learned:

““-ages (fays this great* philofopher) efpe-"

« cially, if peaceable and. profperous, : are.
< reckoned aniong the caufes of atheifi .

| Efimare, page 26, + Tbid. page 165,

- f- Caufee atheiftf furit i divifiones circa’ religionein;
©_fi phures fuerint ; nam wnica divifio zelum wtrinfgue

partis

. o~

If
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If this obfervation s juft, it may help'in’
;[b;‘r);e‘meafure to account for that impi‘eiy,«_
which is complained of in thé¢ prefent age.

For, notwithftanding the complaints made
by the author of the Eftimate *; notwith- -

ftanding all its defeéts, the prefent muft

~ be allowed to be a learned age. But bethis,

-as it will, the great lord Verulam makes
another - obfervation, which no ‘religious
doftor will deny, that «a {mattering of
« natural philofophy inclines men to athe-
“ ifm, when a degper knowledge of na-.
““-ture brings them about to religion #.” -
Whence we may conclude, notwithftand-
ing the complaints of the irreligion of the

~ times, that, fince natural philofophy. has. -

partis adauget ; vernm numerofz atheifmum infrodu .
cynt: Alia caufa funt fcandala facerdotum ; cim eo
res redeat quo innuit-S. Bernardus ; Non eft jam dicere,
Ut populus, fic facerdosy quia nec fic populus ut, far
cerdos.  Tertia cft, confuétudo profand ludendi et
jocandi in rebus fanétis, qua fenfim reverentiam religi-
onis atterit.. Poftremo ponuntur, fecula efudita, pras
fertim cum pace et ?rebus profperis conjunéta. .

* Eftimate, page 41, 42, 43. 86. .

+ Verum eft tamien, parum philofophi naturalis ho-
sines inclinare in atheifmum, at altiorem f{cientiam €og
ad religienem circumagere.  Vérulam Ibid. - ’

P2 ' Béen

Verulam Sermanes fideles, De atbf;j"ifzy. . ‘
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been of late fo remarkably cultivated and
1mproved in Britain, this deeper knowledge
has imprinted a decp fenfe of the Divinity
npOn the. mlnds of many

WITHOUT the xmputatlon of b1gotry, xt
'may likewife' be affirmed, that the pxote-
ftant relxglon may. be expetted to have ‘at
leaft as powerful an influence in Britain,

as popery has in France, to mfpne its vo--
“taries'with the. love of. whatever is great

or good. -It-is faid, indeed, that « def=
<« potifin arms itfelf with terror; »and by

««. checking the: open and avowed profef--
<¢.-fion, checks, in" a certam degree, the

« progrefs of 1mp1ety 4. " But whatever
effe€ts-defpotifin may have on the profef-
fion of: religion, - the eftablifhment of free-
“dom muft have equal or better effets in
promoting real virtue and piety. And
“though - “ opinion having its, courfe

faid to be a” « bad difeafe,” it is confeffed
-at the fame time, that the cure would be
fatal*, Whenee it may juftly be main-
tained, that notwnhﬁamnnv the’ advan-

T Eﬁ:imate‘, ,page ’199. * becl:, page 17@.
tages

'i:
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tages accrumg to religion from the delpo-
tifm of France, there may ‘be at leaft as
much  real virtue and piety, of confe-
quence -religious prmczples may laft as
long, in Britain, as in France ; though. the
author of the- Eﬁlmate feems to be of
another opxmon +. :

THE clergy are, perhaps, lefs re(peé’ced

_in’ Britain, than in France. © They ‘are;

furely, lefs refpeted: than they ought to
be. Worthy clergymen are too- often con-
temned by fuch as are neither fo good,

"nor fo wife, as-themfelves:: Yet it can: {carce

be admitted; that this contempt 1s fo:gene~
ral, as the author of the Eftimate appre-~
hends. © Indeed, if ‘the' greateft part of
theim refemble. thofe pohte; ones, ‘'whom
this authot deferibes, among whom he fays;.
« it is grown a fathionable thing to defpife
«’the duties of their pau{h ‘to. wander
“about,. as the various feafons invite, to
<every fcene of falfe gaiety, to frequent

¢ and fhine in all public places; their own

‘pulpits’ excepted; or, if their age -and

I Eftimate, page 169. ;
P3 © « fituation




214 Or7ue NATIONAL,

« fituation fet them above. thefe puerile
< amufements, to flumber in.a ftall, haunt
“levees, or follow the gainful trade.'of
“ election-jobbing *;” we need not won-
.der, that they are contemned by both good
and bad, But, 1t is to behoped, thefe
are only a few who deferve this charaGer,

It is to be hoped, that the writer has been |

too fevere upon. this order, as well as on
other profeflions ; and that the generality
~6f the clergy both are, and deferve to be,
honoured and refpected, - Notwit‘hﬁ:anding
the ftrongeft efforts of fceptics and of - free-
thinkers, it is probable the clergy will not
fall into general contempt. Indeed, fuch
. ag.are vicious, fuch 45 in a free proteffant

country fet up too high claims to. autho-

rity in matters of religion, fuch as demand
too great regard merely on account of
their gown and band; or fuch as are con-
“¢eited, proud, infolent’and overbearing,
and allow no virtue in any man who will
mot blindly fubmit to their order, ‘may,
- perhaps, be defpifed. And, if clergy of

PR E flimats, £age 84, 8.
' R fo

“

‘.
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: fo ‘exceptionable ‘a’ charaéter- thould " be
much contemned, it is none ‘of ‘the worft
figns of an age. It is not furely a proof, .
either that the profeflion of a clergyman

-is ‘generally ‘contemned, or that religion

hds loft its influence in the world. But to .
proceed.. - -

- Tuz author of the Eftimate will needs
‘maintain, - that; though the manners of

. the French ‘are as vain, as felfith, and ‘as

effefiiinate; as thofe of the Britifh, the
Frénch have greatly the advantage of is
in refpect of national defence. And for
~this he offers his reafons, ' But, on exami-
“pdtion; thefe reafons will be found weak ;
‘and fome of* them muft found odly in the
‘éars of - atrue Briton. N

i FrrsT we are told, that the effeminacy

-of the French does not; like that of tlie Bri-"

. tifh; - affect their national capacity, becaufe

“¢ their youth are afliduoufly trained up for-
- ¢ all" public offices, civil, naval, “military,
<“in fchools provided at the public- ex-
# pence, and the candidates for public
- Py £ employ
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e employ go.through a- fevere and Iaboq,

¢ rious comfe Qf d1fc1plmc\

i THA’I‘ there arc fuch fchools 1n France,f
and that they are on a better footing than.,

~any of the fame kind in Britain, will: not,
perhaps, be denied.. Nor will any impar-

tial man maintain, that the French do not -
difcover a fuperior fkill in feveral branches

of their. police. But, though -one f{hould
be willi

thexr ichools, than 1t wil] bear,

IN a natlon where the manners are, vamrf-i
and eﬂ'emmate, it is fcarce to. be, thought,
that . the youth of better fafhion: will .be
obliged to go through a very fevere and
Iaborious courfe of dlfcxphne, atleaft, that
any. courfe of dlfmplme, through whlch;,.
they can be fuppofed to. go when they are’
‘young, can. p1event the bad effects.of effe-

munded as. foon as they appear in the :,

¥ Emmate, pﬂgc 135= ‘36

| world.

ling to do them juflice, he cannot but:
fee that.the writer of the Eftimate feems to
lay a greater. weight upon the inftitution. of:
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‘werld: In faél; -the extlaordmary effe&s
of this fevere difcipline are feldom to be

felt by experience. The Britith will meet -
the French W11:11 equal numbers either by

feaor by land

No doubt, a courfe of proper d1fc1phne,_
fuch as we read of during fome . periods
among fome of the - ancient nations, the
Spartans, for inftance, and the- Romans, .
will' do much to infpire valour and pan iot+"

-ifm.  But it i5 not eafy to entertain the
fame high opinion of: a French education. -

A vain, loxurious; flfith, and effeminate -

people can’ fearce .be fuppofed capable of

direCting a proper -education: mnor can
their country be a proper. fcene for it. ,
Firench education is certainly very defe&we. ‘

. But'though it were better than it is, it is

riot fufficient for ﬁttmg the youth to- be
generals, admirals, or minifters of fate,
When- we “fearch -after proper perfons to.
direct public councils, or'to command ar-.

~mies and fleets (and this is what the au-

thor of the Eftimate is in queft of) we
will find that a Frencheducation goes but a

.Mtle way To quahfy for fuch important

offices,
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offices, befides genius, honefty, ativity,
ther¢ is‘a neceflity for obfervation and-ex-
periefice in' a riper age. If our countty-
‘men-behave ill; it is not becaufe'ini general

- we are worfe educated than the French :

‘our bad. beha.‘viour ought to be imputed to
caufes which operate on the Frenchi as
much as'on the Britifh. B

21 It is pleafant to find it given as ario-
“ther reafon, why the' effeminacy of “the

Frerich manners affe@ts not ' their national -

capacity, that « the youth' in France only
“ expect to rife-in ftation, as they" rife"in
* knowledge and ability *.” Perhaps the
Britith youth form the fame expectations,
It is Boped they have as good reafon to do
-~ {o.” But the French as well as'thie Englith
yoiith” will “find "‘themfe’lveé{ ’ d1fappomted,
when they come out into the world, “The
kings of France cannot, any"frimfe_:v_ than
thofe of Britain, fee every thing with their
own eyes. It will be impoflible for’ them
to know the perfonal merit of every one
‘they employ. They muft ‘truft to their

_* Eftimate, pégc 136,
8

"

minifters. -
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minifters. - If the 'manners of the court.of

France are,, as th@y are confefled to be, as

~vain and effeminate as thofe. of  the, court
of Britain, .why thould not the.caprice of
a fayourite, the affetion. of a minifter for
his relations and friends, the intrigues he

;muft enter into to fupport himflf againft’
-the plots of his rivals, or.even, indolence,
_{loth, and luxury, as often pervert  his.
choice in. procuring commiffions and of-

‘fices, as. the like caufes will pervert a mi- -

pifter in England ? . Itis faid the power of

.our parliaments.. gives rife to- dangerous

faftions in Britain, . But . there ‘may. be,
. pay, in truth there are, as violent factions,

as bafe and unmanly.intrigues, in order to

.ebtain the good graces of a king of France,

as there can be in Britain to obtain-a par-
liamentary intereft, and recommendations
to-court favour. . In-fact, it will be found,
that there are as foolifh' and .as- unworthy

promotions in.the one country,-as in.the

.other.

. ,\:AG»AIN, -3, the warlike fpirit ‘of the

French nobility, and the principle of mi-

litary honour, are faid to prevent the dan-

gerous
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gerous effects of their effeminate manners,

« Though commerce (fays the author ‘of
« the E{hmate) 1s encouraged. in France;

et i chleﬂy encouraged .among the com-
“ mons: while the people are allured to
< trade by every kind of motive, and al-

« Jowed to reap the. chief profits of it,
¢ the noblefle or gentry are in honour pro-=-

¢ hibited from commerce *.” "'The leading
rénksin Franceare not fo r1ch asin England;
and, being dlfcouraged from trading, their
poverty drives them. to .the profeffion: of
arms as’the necéflary meaiis of fupport’ 1v
Hence the French are both a commerical
and 4 warlike nation.” The effernitiacy of
their manners is correted, and the danger
‘anﬁng from it much prevented. by the
Afrreater remamder of m111tary gemus.

IN this rept efentatmn theze are fome
thmgs, which cannot be contefted. = In-
‘deed, the Britifh reckon themfelves happy,
that they cannot difpute the tru jl{ of ‘them.
The gentlemen of France go ifito the army
_more frequently, than the gentry in. Eng,

) ¥ ‘E‘ﬂxma‘t,e, page 205. -[--Jbid. page 204.’[‘
s land,
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]and  The Engh{h are. not under. the
fame neceff ity as the French: the gentry
and _nobility are rich, and the profeﬂlon
of a merchant is honourable among the
the former. No miniftry’ nor favourite

~ of the king can make them uneafy, tho’
,they live at home upon their eﬁates, and

neither go themfelves nor fend any of their
famlly to the court or to the- army. . The

" French nobleffe are poor. It is reckoned

dithoriourable for them to trade. Should
they decline _going to the court, or en-
tenng into the army, . the court has ma-.
ny methods of diftreffing them. o they ‘
muft fly to the army for their {upport and
proteéhon. But this does not render a
French fupenor to -a Britith army In-
deed, the Britith ought rather to be prex
{ferred, fince its leaders are not more felfith,
more vain, or more effemmate, than tho;e
of the Freach ; and the private men in the
Britifh. fervxce muft be confeffed to be bet-
ter, the commons in Britain being at leaft
equally courageous, and generally more
robuft and high-fpirited, than thofe of
France. ‘
THERE
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“Turre is aniother refpedt, indeed, in’
which' the” French have the ‘advantage.

Their armies are ‘more numerous ; and t6

this, rather than to any faperior bravery,

their fuccefs in the late war is to be aferibed.

comparifon. - The Britith will yield to their
rivals the honour of having fuch great
armies: they prefer the arts of peace:
their Government confults their happiriefs,

and “does not;: like the French, employ

them in frequent wars without neceflity *,

The great armies in'France are'a heavy
burden pon the people; the Britifh, being’
{urrounded by the fea, ftand not in' need |
~of fuch defenders : but if at any time the

Government want ‘an army, they are able
to raife’ it; and ‘have abyndance of their

nobility-and gentry to'court’ military em-

ployments, and fairly to difpute’ the h‘QL

nours of the field with any of the armies

of France. =~ .-
4 Ir the"French, therefore, are better
fecured, than the Britith, againft the danger

* Eftimate, pége 205.

of |
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of their vain and effeminate manners, it
mufk chiefly be by the defpotic power. of.
the king. It is this, which, according to,

- the author of the Eftimate, aided by the

principle of military honour, fecures the

_national {pirit of union. The monarch’s

power gives unity and fteadinefs to every
movement of the ftate*. In a country,

~ where freedom is eftablithed, and manners

loft through the exorbitance of wealth, .

~ the duration of religious principles can be

but fhort, Defpotifm arms itfelf with ter--
ror; and, by checking the open and a-.
vowed profeffion,. checks, in a certain de-
gtee, the progrefs, of impiety : whereas it
muft be acknowledged and lamented as one
of the unalterable defects of a free govern-
ment, that opinion muft have its courfe .
The national fpirit of union is naturally
ftrong in abfolute monarchies: in free
countries it is naturally weak . The se-
ftraints laid on the royal prerogative at the -

- Revolution,. and the .acceflion of liber»ty'

thus ‘gained by the people, added to our
parliaments a new dignity ‘and power.

* E[},ifmte, page 140, + 1bid, page.169, 170,
1 Ibid. page 103, S o

Hence
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: Herfce the members, - fenfible of their influ=
ence, made demands on'the crown ; and the
conftituents, fenfible of theirinfluenee, made
‘demands on.‘their reprefentatives. Thus
the loweft cobler prefles upon the minifter.

I the different claimants dre -vefted ~with °

* Tucrative employments, the wheels of - go-
-vernmerit run: fmooth. - If any large body
-of iclaimants -are - diffatisfied; the pohtmal
aproar: begiis, -and public meafures are ob-
- ftruéted or overturned . Thus: the' grand
chain-of polmcal intereft has been formed.
#The origin-of :making parhaments 1s to:be
. traced from: the. relgn of king William L
-but the “art'at that time was but in its.in-
_“fantftate;~ The. fyftem gathered firength
~ by:degrees.. The grand chain.of political
felf-intereft lias been at length compleated,
.and a feundation laid in our pr mcxples and
-manners. for: endlefs diffentions-in the ftate.
Thus, :faction is: eftablithed among us.
<But thefe mifchiefs are much: prevented-in
.Frarice. by the defpotic- power -of the mo-
narch *.. - In. this- manner does the author
of the E[hmate fet forth'the difadvantages

# Ellimate, page 107123 ~ .

of
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of Bntxﬂl’freedom, ‘and the- advantages of
£ defpotxc power: ‘i F rance. Lo e

OF .one thmg, however, fo far as I have'
\obferved ‘he hath' omitted ‘for:take ‘notice,
‘namely, that the exorbitant tradeand wealth,
-which he- confeffes we poffefs dt prefent ¥,

- .are owing to thefecurity and: hberty, ‘which
‘the nation gained at the Revolution above -

what they had enjoyed in the: preceding
perxod "Though this did not cecur to-this
writer; it is, indeed; the truth: And,,by*

adding this circumftance to thofe which he

hath . obferved, the feries will: ftand  con-
-nected as' follows : By the Revelution ‘we

-have gained fecurity and. liberty: fecurity

-and- liberty .have. produced: an exorbitant
trade and wealth: this wealth- hath very

‘near’ deftroyed the principles of religion,
}honcur, and public fpxrlt and hath pro-
-digioufly - corrupted- our’ tnanners. - Bad

manﬂ?ers, ‘when thére- is no’chmfr ﬁ.fﬁment
o give checkto their natuiral con{equences

-wroftfrk enervate; and-then ruin, -a-na-
tiof. - One of thefe prinicipal checks is thie

* Eftimate; page 209, - -

B Q- défpotic
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“defpotic: power: of the king. - This has
" happy effect in France,.to fecure the nation

-againft the dangers arifing from their lux-

ary, and effeminacy. - We have not this

advantage in. Britain. - Formerly our kings

~had certain pr erogatives; which-might have

.been ufeful.in  this refpect’; but we have

loft thefe advantages fince. the Revolutlon,
by the reftraints which were laid on the
;royal prerogative at. that.time.- . Hence,
.there. bemg now :nothing in. our confhi-
,tution to give « due check..to our- bad man-
.mers, their natural confequences muft have
their full effe€t, and ‘we run.the great-
veft rifk ef gomg to: deftruction. . This
_ feems to: be the ftate of  the. cafe, accordmg
o the writer of the Eftimate, - e

IN all this. 1.-am. far from acenfing: this
gentleman of any ‘intention; to. caft black
~and odious colours on the revolutlon or.of

being: unfriendly to the dignity and powers -

-of our. parliaments, -and to the -liberty
of the people of , Britain, - I only take no-
-tice of the confequences. of .certain prin-
ciples. I do not fuppofe the ‘writer was
fenﬁble of thefe confequcnces. I can eafily

- 6 - fee

“‘miaintained - formerly with the tyrants

“they
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‘ fifee how*an author; ouit of love to his cour=

tfy, and from'an honeﬁmdlgnation againft
‘the depravity of its ‘manners,’ in “affigninig
the fources 'of " this depravity “ may * una-
“wares fuffer’ exprefﬁons to ‘drop'. fromhis

“pen, which'may bear hard upon “that vCry

fyftem which. himfelf efpoufes. - ‘It is not
-unicommon even for dottors to write iri-

‘conﬁﬁently, ‘and to lay’ down " pofitions,
from which’ dangerous confequences ‘may

fairly be inferred. * Butin general it is un-
fair to impute confequerices ‘to- any - man

“which he does tiot ‘acknowledge, or which
are’ contr ary to his open declarations. Such
“an imputation cannot but do harm both
7t0°the man-who is-guilty of it, and to the

caufe Wthh ‘he defends.

’:""'Tf‘_r'E ‘writer of -the 'Ef’cimate applauds
fpirit of liberty, and the ftriggles =it
- of
‘nmes* - He ‘allows the rebellionin

year 1745, tohave beéen mifchievous .

“He"acknowledges, that the frierids of i

Y are- the friends™ of Brltain I Hc

*'Eﬁxmate, page 18, - +Ib1d pi 92, iIbrd.. p."9x‘:‘
Q2 - confefles,
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'confeﬁ'es, that our con{htutlon is of & fu-
perior nature to that of France*. Out
of -affection and regard to fuch a confti-
tunon, ‘though he thinks- « opinion’s hav-
« ing a freecourfe” to'be a « bad difeale,”

yet he declares againft any attempt 1o cure

the dlfeafe, merely becaufe it is an unalte-
rable - defeét .of a free . government 4
) Though he has conceived a bad opinion
of the prefent age, and “Tormed the moft
fmghtful ideas  of 'the danoers arzﬁng from

a free govemment except ,in’ fimple “and

:mrtuous timesf, yet he. declares for a free
goyerument even in our degeneratf' txmes.

THUS, he appea;s a generous fliend to‘

”lxberty, and an enerhy to defpotifm, At
the fame time ke is greatly miftaken con-
‘cerning the dangers which he {'uppofes to
arife from liberty, and the blefled e{fe&s
Whlch he afcx ibes to defpo’qu. : v

. OF all thlS gentlemans errors, this 1s:
i'ux er the moft unlucky and the moft dan-.

:gezous. . He ha‘th fallen mto other mxf-

. *;Eﬁimabe, p- 218, f‘lbkd. p.170. % Thid. p: 108,
. : takes.
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takes. , Thele are few profeff ons,’ perhaps: |
to which he hath wholly done juftice, In

general he is too fevere in his reproofs :
but fuch errors are more harmlefs; they
may even be-attended with fome accidental
benefit. If fach’ exaggerated reprefenta-
tions of vicious and effeminate manners
do not, dnve the nation to defpalr, they
may ferve to awaken it. No benefit, in-

deed, can arife from the advantageous hgh’c

in which he places French councils and

: gcnmals. This' rather tends to intimidate
* our armies in time of war, Yet probably
1t W111 do. httle harm, as our foldiers, ‘not
,acknowledgmgthe fuper10r1ty of thisFrench,
~ will not truft to his opmlon, nor be fughted
by ‘romantic dxf'plays of French hercifim.

But the views which he givés his country-

. men, of the dangers arifing from liberty,
and of the advantages of the French de-
_fpotxfm, uot only tend to excite a diftafte

of liberty, to. reconcile the. mmds of the

people to. defpotic power, and to beget an
" admiration of abfolute monarchy, but may
be expected to have a bad mﬁuence, efpe-v

cially if the nation fhall fuffer any confi-

derable loffes in the prefent war. It is ne-

Q3 . ceﬁazy,




230 OF THE NATIONAL LY

‘eeffary, therefore, to’ expofe fuch-a dangé-
yous miftake, and to prov1de an ant1dote
agam{’c the fatal po1fon. e

" IT is true, 1f this gentlemans affertions
ncermng the confequences of liberty ard
‘de(ponfm are ‘found, there is no help for
"rt ‘we mu{’c {’cand to! them. But happlly

' ‘at; reafon fhould it be thought,

€pt in “virtuous times; the power

gnity of ‘parliaments; and- the liberty

of the _people, muft be fo dangerous and
# 9defpot1c powex in thef’v'h"‘ et

B eﬁ’emmate manners, f ince th
"‘nacy has at Jeaftas great 1nﬁue

cannot govern “entir ely by himfelf.

“be informed by:his courtiers ¢ *his eafires -

muﬁ be ‘much” dxre&ed by his ‘minifters.

Bl Thc,‘
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| -Tg:he;i,m-#nhe"rsi:sofg thefe ‘gentlemen; - it .is
«confefled; are vain, - felfith, and effeminate.

This muft corrupt ‘their fchemes and ad-
miniftration? - The power of the king, be

it ever fo.great, muft be employed. to-fup-
‘port and execute the effeminate and felfith
fchemes of an effeminate and felfith. mini-

ftry.. Why, therefore, fhould the king’s

- defpotic power:give fo great fecurity againft

the bad confequences of -(elfith and.- effe-
minate manners? Inftead of giving check.

to:the:evil, & defpotic: power: tends much
rather to prevent all hopes ‘or poffibility: of
e remedy to- fuch a dangerous malady

& AN thc conﬂutunon of l‘rance there are

-not. any -effetual refources in a. fate. of

corruption. . The king’s defpotxc power

- cruthesall who oppofe thie foolith and per-
niicious, projets of - his corrupted mmlﬁers.
_The Britifh. conftitution: has -a manifeft
-advantagein: this refpect. Corrupt:
-CIEep. in among the people; - it 'may. ga hcx
ftrength - by degrees. . Fimes. of .inward
-peace, opulence, and- fecurity, fuch-as we.
- have enjoyed fince the Revolution; mdy un-

fortunately carry this corruption to a great
Q4 hesghth
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" heighth./The:love of money is the raot:
of -all .evil *, -Too ‘high-a value for Jife;

and tpo fmall a fenfe of honour,:are- equally -
bafe-and dangerous. It muft-be confefled;
all.the - three -prevail toe-much at: prefent;
Corruption, no doubt, may rife fo high,

as:to: overpower Whatever would “refift it.
Thus, no nation, no conftitution is abfo=
tely fecure . but, if there are effectiial re=

In~ Ffrance thire

ked and effeminate court. -But 1n Britai

the voice of the middle: ranks among:: the'.»

people has. a mighty 1nﬂuence.
are‘always the Jaft to ‘be" eorrtipte
thE»ir-Lintegbi«ty at‘fdv‘a&ivi; ;
refource.~ 'When thofe in: hlgher lif
fankin: depravity and effeminacy, if! there
is‘any gemus or honefty left in the natie

and'fearce’ can any civilized people’ be- fup--

pofed wholl ly: deftitute of- either of. them;

the cry atid -influence of tlns part- of the:

~Eeyp Txmothy, vi. ‘20,

2 . ; | Peopie

onftitution- againft deftrucs’
‘be found in' the Britifhi"
s nothing that can-make
head againfl- the wicked i intentions, ‘defrucs
tive neghgence, or fatal ﬁupxdxty of :arwics

here'is a grand”
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people:will often be able to find-them outs -
andbring them into play. Our conihtutmn,' '
therefore, - having fuch a- high mixture of
freedom, -is better fitted, than the defpotifn
of France, tQ preferve: us from. deﬁru&xon. :

BUT, G’od be thanked' there 1s no ne-r
c,el,ﬁt_y to- have recourfe. to -extraordinary
remedies. .. Our moft gracious fovereign,
who is {o juftly beloved by his people, with-
the afﬁ{’camce of the leg1ﬂature, is fully able-
to..fupport the nation. agamﬁ: the power’
of.France.. The brave and virtuous part

‘of the-people. ought not to lofe: théir cous

rage, or to: defpan‘ of the caufe of thexr-_

'fTHE nation (fa,ys the auth01 of the th—i

_mate) ¢ ftands aghaft at its own.misfors

« tunes; but, like a man ﬁartmg fud-.
denly. from ﬂeep by the. noife ‘of fome

re aPproachmg ruin, knows neither whence.

“ it comes, nor how to avoid it *” . Here
we have a lively image;; .the fimile is fine ; 3
nothing 1s wantmg but {olidity. - One¢:

»

E[’umate, page 149, 150,
- would
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would thmk the :French: had. not only
made themfelves mafters. of -the plains.iof
America, but had beat us on the plains of

Salifbury; anid were marching faft to Lon- -

don to pillage a defencelefs capital *. - But;
I place of fuch remarkable defeats, hither-
1o, if the - advantage 1§ not on-our: ﬁde,
the: fofles .are prety: equally balanced be-
swixe the two nations;: that: «of - ‘Minorca
«afonie. excepted. By’ the lofs of  this im-
portant ifland, the conqueft’ of . our ‘fore-

fathers ﬁnce the Rcvolunon, we have nat'

the Eﬁxmat eems pprehenﬁ:ve ,f
‘He onght 6t {o be blam :
TC6d,; every Briton was awakened . ot -
and believed 2 French: mvaf on.and the fout of;
events that are far from bemg im
fenfé ‘of this would fubmit to ever pto
yrevent the: danger. “Then fliould: we beas {afe againft
vaﬁons, aswe are\now from internal com+

: i f'!éems “véry' probable;
hawesgreaﬂy ‘buist the French trade ; §~that the infuringe
Freach fhips is very . ]ngh that | the French
s'a’re much’ mcumbered ; and that the Frenéh
govcmment camiiot: borrow: money. ‘for: double:
ereft;, at whick 6ur Government. -may hay

ﬁtam; the advantage, perhiaps, will be found"
fide; notwnhﬁzndmo the lofs of Minorea, 4ndof Torie
of our forts. 'md hacL fettlements in Amenca '

enly

i

e
e

{"‘ r’iiirﬁ\w

' der the welght of his fins,. he_ is 1ncapab1e of

%
'5
x?«;
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only Ioft an ufeful ftation for our fhips, but;
which: is of greater moment, have fuffered
in ‘our natichal honour. ~ Yet. there is no
reafon why we fhould defpond, or appre-
hend univerfal ruin, *Excepting the cafe
ofMinorca, . we -have been rather difzp-
pozm‘ea’ in our expectationsof fuccefs againft
the - -eriemy, thanmet with' any conﬁde-A
wble ‘defeat or- a&ual calamxt‘ PRI S

’&'.relxglon, when t ﬁnner defpa sof mercjr, ‘
‘his condition is'defperate’: while hefinks un~

o ggeat that nothmg but: the total 1out
- of 4 Britih by a French.army near ‘the
metropohs of the 1ﬂand could be compared :
to it). this magnanimous people thanked
then conful, that he had not defpaired of
‘ . - . the




‘and defpairing -0
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the wmmon—wealth* To -promete- fuch

a courageous fpmt to prevent a baleful

defpondencv,

oy ;:.‘ RS

E Nec tamen. hse clades defe&xonefque focxorum movep
' rilat, ut pacis unquam mentio ‘apud Romanos feret ;
neque ante confulis Romam adventum, nec poftquam is .

1e ‘~renovav1tque memoriam acceptee - cladis. . :Quo
in tempore. lpfo adeo- magno animo civitas fuit, ut con-
fuli, ‘ex"'tanta cladé, “cujus’ ipfe - catifa maxima fuiffet,
vedeunti; et obviam,itam: frequenter ab‘omnibus or dL-
nibus fit, et gratiz attz quod de republica non defpe-
raﬂét Tt Liv..Lib. Xxii, Sest. 61, ,
i “There were fome,’ howeVer, among ‘that courageous
people, who, firuck with the greatnefs-of the calamity,
£b ,mg able to defend theu- _country
agam{’c the fuperiot genius of Hannibal and the Cartha-
‘ginians, “were:deliberating aboutthe abandomng Tealy,
and about fheltering themfelves inglorioufly in the ter-
ritories of {ome 0('g the ne:ghbourmg monarchs : pre-
'ng ‘a ‘men, ﬁavx!h and- precanous life, under 2

_,tyrant, to:freedom;” or. a "glorious death, in’ defericé of

fheir country: But the brave Scipio] foon putan end
cowardly refslutions.” The dccount is from”
and deferves to be read in the beautiful original.
" Quibus ‘confultanitibus inter paucos de fummia rer um
t “P. Furius Philus confularis viri filiuss ¢ Ne-
‘quicquam eos . perditam fpem fovere :- defperatam

-« comploratamque rem effe: pubhcam " Nobiles juve-

¢ hes .quofdam, ' quorum principem L. Ceciliim Me-
« tellum, mare et naves {pe@are, ‘uty deferta Iralia, ad
'fl, regum ahquem transfugerent.”. (Lod malum,” pre-
ferquant atrox, fuper ot clades etiam’ novum, quum
ﬁupore et miraculo torpldos defixiffet,” et, ‘qui aderant
coucilium’ advocandum "cenferent; negat concilii rem

cfle Selpxo Juvenis, fatalis dux hu_;ufce bellz. “ Auden-

“ dum

N

. ﬁate of the Pubhc. L

~ either deluding or. feducmg the . people,

. tibus paucis, in hofpitium Metellf, ~ Et quum conciliutn

" fuper capita confultantium gladio, ¢ Ex mei animi fen:
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defpondency, and not to’ ]uf’ufy any ill-con<
certed: puﬁllammous meafures or conduét,
hath the writer of the: Chara&eriftics taken
upon him to offer .fome reﬂe&mns on the

‘ A’r the fame txme he wxll be far i oﬁ;

and © faying Peaee, peace; When there is
“ no peace* As with hes he’ vvﬁl 1

‘dum atque agendum non confultandum, axt, in’ \
o malo'effe. Irent fecum: extemplo armatx, ‘qui rém- 1
- publicam | falvam vellent. Nullo verias, quam. ubi ea F
cogitentur, hoftium cafira efle.”. Pergit ire,” {equen.- |

~-
R

ibi juvenum; -de quibis allatum era, 1nvemﬂ'et, firicto

“' tentia,” inquit, ¢ utego rempubhcam populi Romani

“ non deferam, neque alium civem ‘Romanum deferere

¢c patiar,. Si fciens fallo, 'tum me, Jupxter Optime

< Maxime, . domum, famxham, reinque mean peﬂ‘ ime

< leto ﬂfpl(‘.las' In hzc verbay L. Caecﬂl, JUI’CS, po[-

< tulo, caetérique, - qui adeftis's” qui ndn juraverit, in

¢ {o'hune gladium fhritum. effe feiat.” Haud fecus '
pawdx, ‘quam fi vi€torem Hannibalem' cernerent, jurant ’
omnes: cuﬁodlcndofque femeti fos quwm tradunt.

‘ th. 9. Lab. xil. Sn L53.

-
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< hiis wicked way, by promifinig him lifeH
‘God kniows, there-is enough’of irreligion;
Juxury, vanity, felfith  effeminacy, ftupi-
~dity, and‘cowardice, to awaken: the “con
cern- of every true patiiot, and to:fhew
the neceflity of correfting our errors.
THofe'of ‘higherrank inlife efpemally, ought
to' exert themfelves to recover-their” own
10n0U! ‘the” honour ‘of the nation.

-From the Eftimate, which has¢ ‘gone through_
fo many ‘editions; and. from other writings,

they may” learn, how multitudes -are ‘dif
‘pofed’ to -think of their: conduét. - Would
?'thcy retrieve “their. chara&er “would. they

regain the good opmmn of : their country, - ‘

 they muft make a vigorous ufe of the riches

‘and i’nength of the nation, The time'is.

ot too late. ~ Though’ engaged ina war
. 'fagalnﬁ a powerful enemy, we have many
_refources.* ‘Great -as'the power of France
muft’be acknowledged to be, it muft be
‘much greater-than it is ;- effeminate as we
“ate reprefented,” ~wemuft be much ‘more

“¢ffeminiate than we are, before the French

can expe& to conquer thlS 1ﬁand The

-|- Ezek1c1 Rl 22,

Britith
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‘Britifh ought not-fo defpife their eaemy.

Yet- when we. confider our fituation, in'an
ifland, the greatnefs of -our naval power,

in-open fea, can-only infeft 'our trade by
privateering, and are obliged to fteal their
ﬂnps of war.out of: their harbours at fuch

times as they may hope to efcape ou - {upe-

rior fquadrons : ‘when .we confider that our

in great abundance ; .that-1 y. domeftic. in~
dufh:y and foreign commerce. we- have ac-

~ quired money, that is; the. finews of war,
~.and are poffeffed of plenty .of arms and all

Jkinds of mlhtaly and:naval ftores;. ‘that
.we.are upon: a ' refpectable footmg in the
:Eaft:Indies, and that our colonies in Ame-
rica are far fuperlor to. thofe of the Freach

:in: wealth and numbers of  people : when'
we. eonfider: that there are: more than two

 that our enemies dare hardly ever meet us -

“dfland affords us- all the neceflaries of. life -

.millions of men in Britain as robuft and

+high-fpirited ds any in Europe; that Britifh
feamen in general are-at leaft equal,if not
sfaperior, . to.the French; that a.bodyof
sgommanders can be drawn.out of our no-
_bility and gentry not more efferninate

g than thexr rivals, equal to them in honour,

public

\

T —
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pubhc Apirit, and valour:: - in fine, When

it is: confidered, that, . ‘whatever: fmaller di-:-

vifions there are among: us, we will. anite,

againft the French urider a King:of knowi.

juftice and courage, beloved by his pesple,
réady fo. gr atlfy their deﬁres, and: to €O
ply with the propofals made . him - by -his

parliament; {o many advantages in -amna-
val ‘war, create a juft: conﬁdence, ‘that,
notwithftanding fome difappointments. to
our juft expeé’tatxons at- the ‘beginning of
the  war, the- fuperiority: will at laft

-be
feund to: be greatly oh our. ﬁde. L ¢

To all the advantages ah eady mentlo ‘cd
‘1.fhall add another, which is of the greateft
_confequence -and with it ¥ fhall conclude
" all.that I intended. . The French are all.
fubjected to the: defpotlc, uncontroulable
power of an. arbltrax y monarch. . The Bri-_

tifh are free under the proteétion of law.

Inftead. of looking on defpotifm as an: ad-
vantage to the ernch or on freedom.asa’
 difadvantage to the Britith, the Britifh -
" -aught to- account, their. liberty as a. mighty
radvantage on their fide both in: peace and

in war. .

1 WILL
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g SHALL ‘not enlarge on the fupenor n-:

~ filenice of freedom in promoting arts and

feienices, in advancmg learning and phllo—'
fophy, ‘and " in- encouraging commerce and’
agticulture. * Fhis has béen’ fo well and fo
often” exp}amed, ‘that it ¥ now generallyf
confeffed by all forts of ‘writers; T thalt’
only ‘take notice in general, that, if we:

- confider the 7uture and iuternal confhitution

of free goverrimerits, ‘and ccompare- them.
with. defpoti¢ menarchies, it ‘will"appear, .

that free ftates are the only preper nurferies”
of arts and fciences, and that it is foarce

poffible they could have arifen under de=
fpotic- onarchies % -'And, if we, confult -
experience and-the hiftory of the world,  we'

fhall find, "that the arts afually drofe under-

free governments and that, though' they

have been ‘tranfplanted into abfolute mon='

archies, and have flourithed in a certam
degree under them, -both arts ‘and comn _
merce have ﬂounfhed moﬁ and longeﬁ in
free natlons. o A

#Sée My, Hume (] Eﬂ'ay on the Rifeand P-i-dgre{'s of

Arts: and Sckeuces. :

e B

L PATE
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It is mone material, in the prefent
queftlon, to confider the influence of frees
and to examine. the
chances of a free government againk : an
abfolute monarchy, To make the compa-

rifon juft, we muit not oppofe a free go-
vernment of the beft kind to an abfolute -

‘menarchy of the worft, or a defpouc mon-
azchy of the beft form to the worft kind
of republics ;. but muft fuppofe each of
them to.be the beft of its' kind," or -ra~
ther to be as good as hath exifted, or can
‘reafonably be fuppofed to exift, in; the world,
and to be as well governed,. and as much
free from corr upt1on, asfuch a government
‘commonly is. -Without . this precautmn
We cannot make a proper companfon. '

s

IN all polmcal queﬁlons 1t will be dxfﬁ»
“eult to lay down genelal rules which will
hold at.all times..In all events, and. .in
‘all- human affaxrs, there is. fo great - a dlf—
ﬁmﬂanty, that few cafes are exaétly ahke
“Much will ever depend upon particular cir-
~cumftances. At certain times, either a free

or a defpotic govemment may {uddenly .-

At cer-

.fubdue and {wallow up the other.
R - tain

iof:laws. -
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tain times, a free government. may be. weak
through faction .and luxury, while an ab-
{folute monarchy is ftrong by the force and
wifdom of fome of its mf’ntunons, or by
the happy gemus of its pnnce o1 grand
vizir. L C

BUT ab&ra&mg From thefe par ticular
“circumftances, it is effential to the idea of
every free government,. that the power be
not wholly vefted in one than, but be diftri-
buted among dn’i"ezent individuals and dif-

. ferent bodies of men; by which means each

man’s. condition. approaching much nearer

~to an equality ‘with that of his neighbours,

than c¢an. be ‘fuppofed.‘under an abfolute
monarchy, -and no man bcmg Whohy con=
temptible, fuch a government may well
be i called a government, not. of men, :but

perfonal

# It is furpnzmg it fhould be aﬂ‘ertcd that a fubject
},u; France Is as fafe ds'a fubjeét in Bntam '

‘e Privite

P R 2 ¢ property

- Under fuch a conflitution . there -
‘nelther 15, norindeed can be, fuch. op-
'preﬁ' ion or -arbitrary procedure;.as under

- -a’defpotic: monarchy. . Every man i§ not

' only fafer* but may fee that his life, his
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perfonal hberty, and hxs property are mofe

fecure, than under a defpotic. monarchy.
Hence. it will not. only be natural for him
o feel a greater boldneﬁz and ﬁrmnefs of
“mind, but he has reafon to conceive, that
he has: a greater intereft in the govern-
ment, than.any- man can have under an_
abfolute. monarchy. He has ftronger mo-
tives to love, fupport, and fight for. his
€ountry. - The attachments to: the, famﬂy,
the perfen, or the glory of the prince can~
not be fo. powexful under an, abfolute mon-

: pmpex:ty feems» to me (fays an: mgsmous au’ther i
e his Lﬂ'ay of Liberty and Deff om’m)” ly as fecure

"% n.4- c:vxhzed European ‘monarchy, as in'a republlc

*:‘Nor is.any danger.appreliended in fuck-2.go ent

< from the violenge of the fovereign, no more than we
& commenly a;,pprehend danger: from thundet“or eafths
+ %k quala:s, or any accident the. moft unufual and
What may; be, apprqhended
“Mens fafety does’ not”
y‘”apprehend but ‘on’ the -
One ‘may be in, great. danger when
not apprehend it. “Whether one is in_fafety,
“niftBe déetermined not from what does, ‘baf ﬁom :
appen.: . 1A fub}C& ‘in- France may, be
‘but he has not 'an equal fecurity with
n, of mot. being thrown intg™ pii

© more to ‘be heard of, - Though few:are ‘ftruck:dead

- with thunder, yet poman on, earth is as fafe. ﬁ:om r.hnn-»
; a8 :f he weze a’vove tehe clouds.

archy, '
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archy, as the amor patnae under a free con- - '

ftitation. ~ Therefore the: fubjeéts of ‘a free

gdvern"mbnt (caeterxs paribtis) muft bé miove
‘vigorous and more valiant, than thofe of an ‘
‘ abfolute prmce. R A

AGAIN‘ in'a free govemment lzttle de-
: pends on the character and genius either
‘of ‘any one man, or of a few men.” Its
wife inftitutions, cuftoms,’ and laws muft
-be fuppofed more fteady and durable,” and

- confequently more'able to form the people

"o virtues ‘Whereas, ‘under an abfolute mon-
archy much will always depend on. the
_genius and-abilities of the prince, and of
w. of his. favourites. A prince, en=

j"::dowed with'a ‘mighty genius, may arife ;

_one, who may be greatly ambitious of true

~glory, and:may be both willing and. able
_.to promote the happinefs and grandeur of

:people.  But, if fuch a monarch. had
“predeceflor of a different chara&cr, or

2 f he_is fucceeded by a weak or vicious
f‘;prmcc, fo- much muft be done- durmg a

“fingle life, that there will not be fufficient ‘

_time for trammg up his fubjecls to fo high
@ degree’ of virtue, as may be done eafily

"Rz . ‘where
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-. Where ‘the - mﬂltutlons are’ more . du1able,a"

and Where the laws" have a’more. uninter=

rupted influence: In the common courfe
‘of. human. affalrs, a fucceffion of two or

three great men is rarely to be feen in- any
ong family. 'Hardly can it be expetted,

that a royal education; in an abfolute mon~
- archy, fhould give a better chance 10 - thc

famlhes of pnnces,

Tr it be faid, that abfolute: monarchs
"have an “advantage- over. republics, - be-
‘caufe they can: keep their ‘counfels. more
decret ;- this will be found more fpecious
than i'ohd Either thefe occafions are very
- fare, in which anabfoluté fecrecy is ne-

ceﬂ'ary for the public fafety; or; if they oc-

eur more ~frequently, -free  governments

are not mcapable of all that fecrecy which
is’ needful - A limited royal authonty,
with certain’ dlfcreuonary powers-and pre-

- rogatives in‘the prince, is not inconfiftent
with the higheft freedom. -The'king may -
_concert the moft important defigns with
:one ‘man or with a few. * The generals
. of repubhcs Tmay have as: great. powers as
. fthofe of abfolute monaxchs. Thereis'an

advantage,,
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advantage, no doubt, in - many cafes, in a.

. ¢ertain - degree of - fecrecy’ and caution.

However, the wifeft and beft counfels are.

. thofc which need. leaft to be concealed ‘
~ and thofe, who either .affe, or need: to.

affet, a myfterious air of fecrecy, are cer-
tamly the Weake{’c poht1c1ans.

THOUGH it is a common ob]eéhon to
free governments, .that ‘they. are Hable to
fations, yet in matters of the greateft im-~
portance they are upon the whole more
ﬁeady than abfolute monarchies. .

UNDER free governments dszerent lQar-
ties may prevail-at different times. .One

- miniftry may come: in’ place of another. -

Plans of Jefs confequence may be altered

" Contrary meafres may be pmfued ‘But,

where. the chief interefts of a. natxon, or
its immediate: fafety, areat. f’cake, it. w111 be
difficult to: conceal this. from a free peoj le, '
or to render -them .indifferent about their
moft important - concerns. What - tends
either to the immediate ruin of a people

- on the one hand ‘or,on the other, to ren-

der: them- {ecure, is.not fo difficult to be
R4 . underﬁood
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underftood, that-a great nusiber in a frea

nation thould not be capable of. difcerning:

it, .and of pointing it out to their fellow-
citizens, . In.a free country, thofe who
govern, be they many or_be,they fe, mufk
have a regard to_the. fenfe of the people;
and- keep' their. more important interefts
more - fteadily in view, than under a g0~

vernment where the voice. of the people is

lefs fignificant. .. - AN o

. Instrap, therefore, of concluding, that
the counfels of an abfolute monarc‘hy;mufc;
be fteady, we may conclude, onthe'contrary,
that, where fo much depends on the firigle
opinlon or caprice of an arbitrary monarch,
- or-of his prime minifter; ftability of ‘con=
duét, even in things of the greateft impor-

- tance, can hardly be: expected. - The couns
fels.in fuch 2 government muft be:fluétu-
-ating in their own 'nature; . for abfolute
governments. are: liable -to fiudden chariges

- ‘and violent. convulfions. . Under free ones,

‘the wifdem, virtue, oraltivity of one man

or party may. correét the folly, wickediefs,

er indolence of another; an advantage, of -

which an abfolute:monarchy is deprived.” A
o wifg
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wife and an -able prince of-an ative and
enterprizing temper may fometimes -ac-
complifh mighty defigns, within his own -
dominions, of which he is- entirely the
mafter.- He may fometimes: give law to
his weaker neighbours: A weak and in=
attive prince, who fucceeds,. may, if he
chances to have an able minifter,. follow
the plan that has.been laid down by the
greater genius of his predeceffor.. But, on
the whole, the counfelsof a defpotic mon-~
archy may be expected to be unftable and
uncertain, SRR -

~.-Ir France be cited as an inftance of the
«contrary ; if it .be alledged, that this mo-
narchy has purfued a- fteady. plan for
aggrandizing the nation, ever fince the ‘be-
ginning of the:reign «of Lewis XIV. if-not
from that of Henry IV. the anfwer is-eafy.
It is fuggefted by ‘Mr. Hume*: < ¥ the

- «-world-is ftill too young to fix many ge-

-« neral ftable truths in politics, which will
¢ remain true'to the lateft, pofterity ; -if we
4 havenotas yethad theexperienceof above

*'Efrayéf' Libcr,_ty and Defpotifm. - - N
. o ~  three
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< thre¢ thoufand years; if we want fufz
< ficient materials “upon which ‘we cari’
- reafon in- the fcience of pol1t1cs, if it
s not fully known what degrees of re-
-« finement, either in’ virtue or in: vice;
¢ human nature is fufceptible ‘of, nor what
- may be expected of mankind from any'
«‘great revolution in their education, cufz"
“<“toms, or pxmcxples 5 much, lefs cansive
form any certain ' conclufions from the. ap-
pearances of the French monaxchy durmg
: only an hundred yea,i Soo

HoW fodn was: an end put to, a]l the
grand defigris of Henry IV! ‘A fatal proof:
how little ‘an: abfolute monarchy can be
depended upon. ‘ gy

NOTWITHSTANDING the pohncal adm1-
mﬁratlon of cardinal Richelieu, the. reign
- of "Lewis XIIL furnithes us w1th llttle
that ‘was truly great. Srh

I'r may be doubted whether LeW1s XIV ’

notw1thﬁ:and1ng all his inftitutions for en-

couraging commerce, ‘notwithftanding his
great fuccefs in war during forty. years,

d1d

GENTUS anp CAPACITY, 251

- did 'not leave France .poorer and weaker,

than he found it when he-entered on-the

- adminiftration of the government. . Ac-.

cording: to monfieur de. Voltaire, who ra-

" ther writes a panegyric than a hiftory. of

this prince, before the-peace: of Utrecht
France was drained of ‘men -and money.
Some parts of it were ravaged by an hoftile’
army.. "Verfailles. was alarmed as well as -
the reft of the kingdom. - It ‘was debated
at-court; whether the king fhould retire to-
Chambort. In fhort; this-hiftorian con-.
feffes, that the latter part of the reign of
Lewis XIV. “was diftinguithed by calami-
ties*®, and that at' his death he left debts.
amounting to- 180 millions’ fterling . +So
dearly did the French pay for the ambition.
of this their boafted monarch, and for the

© victories gained by him- durmg the ﬁxﬂ.‘

part of h1s reign.

FRANCE has ﬂourlfhed more under his
fucceffor, though hi$ genius is not thought
fo brilliant as that of Lewis XIV, ‘But
how foon ‘may a king i in France of a dif

* Le S1ec1e de Louis XIV. Tom- i chap 22.‘;_.”“.'
"‘Ibld “Fom. ii; chap. 28, .. ‘ :

fctent
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_ "‘ fment chara&er frorn that of Lems XIV‘_A

it s mﬁgmﬁcant, as 1t has lately ap; ared
impottant, in the fcale of nations,.
narrowly efcaped bemg difmembered in
xeign’ of queen Anne. The prefé
fentions between ' "

‘ natxon can be aﬂ'ured;o' ‘etemal lempire.  / |
‘our conje&ures concer mg' fuch fu. ‘

L IF ‘we confult the hlﬁory of the world
f;the power and ﬁlmneﬁ of free govern-
I . ) merits,

cedon gamed fome advantages over ‘the
: ‘G eeks, and broke their ﬁrength in fome ,

gree. But th1s Phﬂlp of Macedon Was

- mot an abfolute ‘monarch.” The’Macedo-

s were confidéred as free men, Their
condition was cmtamly very different froth
that of the Perfians and the other Aﬁatlcs,

} ’fm\/ho lived under defpotic monarchs. . Be-

S5 Phlhp never pretended to an abfolutc :
conqueﬂc of the Greek flates: He rather
affected
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a&'e&ed to: be - their- pxoteé‘tor, and -their
general  againft the . Perfians, than - their -
King. . He did not weaken them fo fully,

saswnot-.to be defpifed by. the Lacedemo-

nians in'the midft. of his glory*;:
fon, Alexander, ‘Was.-a great conqueror's
‘but, as he was not.a- defpotxc monarch,
Ao-he fouglit. not againft free nations, but
againft defpotlc morarchs and their - flaves.
‘The fingle city - of - Fyre, famous for its
trade and riches, and fituated in-an ifland,
made;a ‘braver- defence; ‘and reduced him

.to-greater perplex1t1es, than all the reftiof

. the Perfian empire :fo -difficult is it ‘for
the greateft monarchs, who fubdue abfo- .

lute monarchies' with  eafe, to- conquer. “a
‘maritime ‘power, “fituatéd - in an ifland.

~The Roman republic ‘fubdued. allthe “ab-
folute monarchies with - which it was: fug-
rounded. ' .Never was it brought into any
-real danger; but by the free ftate of Car-
thage. It .was not conquered " at laft by
any of the ne1ghbourmg kmgs, but by

# When he had called all she- ﬁates of Greece to-

ffend depumes t0 Cormth the Lacedemoniaris defpif;

- his’ meﬂ"age L‘lcedmmomr et legem et regem co
p{emnt varm, hb IX, €ap..5. "
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one; of. its’ own citizens. - While"it pre- .

ferved its: freedom, the ﬁerceft and..moft
~ numerous armies of barbauans, from thc
northern. regions. of Europe, could make

no impreflion on its dominions: bat, being
reduced to a. defpotlc monarchy, - this huge
empire fell a. prey to the pofterity of thofe

“barbarians.- In modern- tlmes, the: free ftates

in'Switzerland have pleferved their country

“and- their conftitution,: in: fpite of all.the
.abfolute, monarchs: of Europer .

About* 200
the Spanith

‘years ago,:a few provinces. of:

“monarchy, being driven toit by oppreffion,
- formed themfElves into.a common-wealth,

-and, during a long. war, withftood ‘the

~ :whole power of Spain. .- In a later per iod,
.they

;._.bravely defended themfelves agamﬁ: '
Lewis X1V.. and baffled all hi attempts in

 the midft. of his glory. . Abfolute. monarchs

-have often . fubdued. one' another. * ~The
“Tartarian: Tamezlane, the tefpotic ] lords of
wracens-and.of the Turks, have over-
run;;,;great tralls .of the earth, . and have

deftroyed feebler defpotic monarchies, cor- R
xupted with. vice and luxury. -But ek~
‘amiples “of fiee ftates falling before abfo-
lute'moxlarcllxcs are very.rare. - Were the
g French

‘*
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French remarkab}y Lefs corrupted than the
Britifh, Britain would have more to fear.
But when it-is acknowledged that the
manners of the French ‘are as vain and as
' as thofe of the Britifh, it is not
he deff of France, and the freedom
of the Britifh Government; that will give
the French the ‘advantage. In truth, if
~we may be ‘allowed to form con]eé’cures
about  the times or the [eafons, and about
thofe grand events, which the. great Father
of the'world hath put only :his own -
power, it'is not Britain, that ought to
tremble for fear of France: bnt France, -
that ought to dread the bravery and the
. maval firength of the free Bmto‘ns, if their
iuﬁ indignation fhould -be roufed to firike
“avenge the wrongs of their couna
try ~God forbid; that fo ‘great; fo free,
2] happy a. nation, as Britdin, fhould be
fo impious and {o ungrateful towards God,
‘or fo unjuft to themfelves and their pofte-
rity, as not to be of good courage, and to
behave themfelves valiantly for‘thmr people
and the cities of their God *. :

L3 z Chromcles, Xix. 130 -
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