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IN prefenting you, Wlth the followmg Eﬂ'ays I dd
not offer an apology for the trouble which they may
“give you; for, in the a& of doing it; I feel that [
am .pérfomﬁng an eflential duty to my country, by
ftating to thofe who have the charge of government
a number of circumftances of which they are not,
perhaps, fufficiently aware, but with whig: they
ought to be minutely acquainted, I do it alfo i in the
firm belief of their meeting with your approbation ;
and - that the obje&s ‘which they hold forth will

fcarcely fail to receive your fupport. ,
Although the whole of what I have faid is com=
prifed in three general heads or divifions, you will
at once perceive, that they advert; With fufficient mi-
nutenefs, to all that can be conceived to relate to the
general fafety and welfare of the realm., '
You will likewife percexvc, that, in various parts _
of this production, things are noticed and propofed,
which, either from their being new, or not generally -

A the fuch& of dx(cumon, may, by thofe who read fu-

A3 ‘ perﬁcmlly,
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perﬁf 1a11y ‘bejudged. to bave in view - the introdiic=
- tion of mnovatlen, or what is-.commonly termed re~
“form. - But it will not, Sir, efcape your penetratxon,r
that he who cah with' anxiety endeavour to promote’
the-vanous'plans of: pubhcvutxhtv, to which only thefe
‘obfervations’ relate, can’ havc no hazax dous reform 1

contemplatxon. S e e
Althouoh in“thefe trmes, however, while the pub-
hc ‘mind is fHill - difturbed, and ne two men agree
~en what is beft, it muft be the defire of all good ci-
"'ti’zé’ﬁs' ‘to‘avoid e’v—ery political reform; which, even it
the attempt, might bring ‘ruin on the whole fabric
of our” con’htumon 3 oyety behevm cas do, that'

Tevery penod is: proper for meliorating’ the conditions *
~of mankind, and that times of difficaley are the ‘béft

‘for fchemes being brought forth with this intérefting,

~objectin view, when thofe - whe are in indigenice; or
- otherwife in' diftrefs; more particularly require to be

. . - oo . o . e - PO
- folacedy I have, from this and ‘otheér confideratiois,:

* “been induced to offer fome views and nicafures tor
- your attention; which, if fully carried into’ effeét,

-will afford, as I have much reafonto believe, fatis-
~fattion and joy-to the whole nation ;'and, as a con+

“ "fequence thereof,: would with: huch “eertainty tend,
: gven with more than all the reftrictive laws ‘that can
~be made, ‘or the moft formidable armaments that'

- can-be raifed, to give f'ull'fecurity‘to'the‘natiori, both
“againft cemmotmns ‘ap home} and mvaﬁon fr@m
abraad. R IRE T R

T he rage fm pohtxcal mnovatxon, Wxth whxch
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rr‘ankmd have for formie time- paf’c been convu]{'ed . has

happily, | hope, in Great Britain, paftics hewht. T o

-the fteady: condu& that has been purfued ‘during. the -

tife -and progrefs of this calamiry, all muft acknows
‘ledge that we are indebted fot that fecurlty in which
‘we have remained ; but, that we. may continue: to
enjoy the Benefits arifing from this regofe, more muﬂ:
be done, otherwife all that we have. gamed ‘may

- be quickly loft: not- w1ll the: taﬂ{ be either. difficule

or tedious. - In thc courfe of - the enfuing - obferva-
.tions- thofé- means are dctaxlcd from which alone,

perhaps, complete fccunty on this point can bc oba

tained ; and they. are fhortly thefe: Let. all afTeﬁ‘-
fments be :levied more equally than hlthcrto thcy
have been; by placing them entirely on. mcome, and

~not on articles of confumption, and proportlonally
- more o tho{'c‘ who are highly Opulent than on the
- middle 6rl_loyVe'r,orders of the people. Let the ope-
- ration of the finking fund, and of other plans that
_may be purfued for the redué’clon of our public debt,

have it in view- to leﬂ'cn the taxes toa certain amount

: ycarlyf which have :alread,y been .p_laced,upon con~
fumption, fo that the prefent generation may imme-

diately .derive advantage from the meafure; and-let

- full-encouragement be given to all that relates to the

improvement of agriculture; by which our: lands

. ~would be rendered more productive, abundance pro-
vided for the inhabitants, our-population mcreafed

and more patriotim and public virtue inftilled into

~ the minds of all.claffes of men than they are ever
. 3 Ag - likely
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likely to poﬁ'ci's while their views are entirely placed i
on the purfmt of thofe extenfive fortunes which they
aré now, perhaps, too frequently, enabled to.accu-
~mulate; and the moPc xmportant advantages will be

gamcd

would- quxckly tend to remove that fpirit of turbu-

lence from the people, which, in other employments,.

they :are more apt to- acqui'rq and would every where
produce more corret. views - of .independence . and

- freedom, - Every man bemtr ‘occupied in the tillags

of a favoured fpot, on: which both he.and his fore-
fathers may have fpent their, days.in happmefs, while;
in fuch circumftances; all would oppofe, : with a de-

. gree of refolution not to be refifted, every attack _c}f

the enemies of their country, and would thus fecure

~ their independence to the lateft ages; none would

~ give refiftance to the laws, nor would political re- -
forms be.ever again heard of ; excepting in fo far as

- a wife government might judge it neceflary to cor-

ret every tendency to imperfection, which, from the
lapfe of time and other circumftances, mtght take

~place in the conftitution over wlnch it was appomtcd :
to prefide, *

All this, Sir, 1 beheve to be in your power to ac:

comphfh for all claITes of men, and I fpeak from
ample opportumtles of acquiring information, are

rcady to co- opcrate in fuch meafures as, for. this
| purpofe, :

A more. omplete apphcatlon to agncultural pur-
«ﬁnts than of late has been encouraged-in England, -
would. give a different turn to the public mind. It

- and all difficulties will ceafe, -

‘ donc to you before, a number of circamfitances which

to fave and to - tranfimit to future ages the beft con-
ftitution which has ever yet been produced; but of
‘which .we may otherwife be deprived, in the courfe
~of that ftruggle, in. which, for a confiderable txmc,
we are ftill hkely to be engaged :

( 9 )

purpofe, government may. incline to adopt You
have only, .therefore, to turn your mind towards it,

- 4
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- I have thus, Sir, as well as in the. followmo Eﬁ"ays,
laxd many important matters before yous in which,
howévex, I €laim no farther merit than that of ftat-

S

ing, " with more freedom than has ever ‘perhaps been -

appear to require an early, firm, and. dcc1dcd conduct
on the part of thofe to whom the oovcrnment of our
countrv is entru[‘ccd by which they may be enabled

BT THE AUTHQ&
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IN pubhfhmfr the following LEffays’ the author has

no objet in view but that “of excit: g in othersa

more pa;txcu]ar attention than appears to have been
hitherto given to. fome of the moft i important cir-
cumftances in the prefent fituation. of Britain’ all of
them deeply interefting to the whole nation, in fo

far as- they will be found to involve almoﬁ cvery4’
confideratior on which our prefent fecurrty, as Vvell_

“as future profperity, may be fuppofed to depend..

Being accuﬁomed to commit all “his opmlons to

papcr, ‘on mitters which he judges worth his confi=
deration, thefe, and fome others of a fimilar ten-.
dency, were communicated, a confiderable time aga,
- to a friend, on whofe ]udo ment he could rcly : - and,

as the' opinions which they contamed weré many of
them new, and met with his ﬁxend’s approbanon, hé

was perfuaded, on his eamcft requeﬁ, to tranfmxc

them to government.’ B o
-~ Having long" been convinced, that taxes on ar<

ticles of Lonfumptxon had been carrled much too far,
and being of opinion that noLhmcr but an equal

aﬂ'cﬂ'ment of income could afford thofe fuophcs which:

government appearcd to require, he was thereby the

more readily induced to offer thefe communications
than otherwife he ‘might have been. They were
‘ '/ | - accordingly
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accordingly fent; but, in the hurry of bufinefs, which
necefTarily prevéils“ in every public department, 'they
“tnight, very probably; be foon ovexlooked; and af—
terwards entirely forgotten. =~ 1o v o ot
Sotne time -thereafter a very excellent pamphlet

was pubh{hed by the Bithop of Lilandaff, in which -
the fame oplmon, par tly on ﬁmllar arguments, was

' fupported ‘Ona pomt ‘of fuch gencral 1rnportance,
thP fame v1ews would probably occur to others; and
-1t 'now appmrs that ‘they have allo met with theé ap-
probatlon of government.
“that the plan for levymg a tax upon income is ‘not
to be carried fully into effet at once, 'as-the nation,
“he is ‘afraid, will not go fo cordially into the meafiire
of raifing'a confiderable part ‘of -the’ fupphes :within
the yeary if they find that permanent taxes-'to ailarge
‘amount are likewife to take place, -as”they probably
would have ‘done if this had not been:to happen,
Wltl’l no great. additional exértion’ the- loan for ‘this
‘year mxght have been avoided entirely

As almoft all claffes of men, however, appeat’ito
approve of the prmmples on which 'thie taxation™of

“incomie is known to a, there is reafon ‘to hope: thts

' in’ the'courfe of another ycar, the miniftei “will ‘alto-

‘gether abandon affeflinents on amcles ‘of Confump*
: tlon, and truﬂ; to tlns alone, ‘and,” ‘Wwhenéverthe pe-—
riod” may arrive at’ wluch this. fhall be ‘doneéy he ‘will
'probably find; that the taxation” of incotne 'may‘Be
edfily: carrled fo- far 'as'not’ only to'furkhifh the hecefs
fary- expences ‘of ‘the’ war, but "% &onfi derable’ fum

e

The author only reorets,- ‘

yurly '

= ':‘,L',}f o
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yEarly for the more fpeedy reduction of our - publxc:
debt, as well as for other purpofes. . .- . o
- Now, . that a plan is. adopted- by . oovernment
for ralﬁnv a tax upon incomeg, -this and other at-
« £empts. for. the . purpofe - of s advxﬁncr the meafure,
may be fuppofed to- be.unnecefary. i The chief in<
_tention. of the author in coming, forward at.this time
‘w1th his views  of  this aﬁ”eﬂ'ment, is, - that although :
the plan -which government has _]udced proper to
prefcr is the beft perhaps: that has appeared yet:be-
ing, in his opinion, capable of much amendment, not
.only in the-manner of carrying it into- -effe&, but in
other important cxrcumf’cances, wh1ch Wlth much ad-
~.vantage might, even .in this very. feffion : of , parlia=
~inent, - be. adopted; he has. thought it rlght in this
-nanner. to let his fentiments be explicitly. known, fo
tbac the views, whxch they convey may be. -adopted
or. not, , on  their: being - fully confidered by others;
and their. real importance thereby appreciated. - Nor
would he have .judged himfelf - entitled to obtrude
his oplmons on the public, if- the fubjelt to which
thcy relate had not been long an. object of his atten-
“gion, on; which:he had colletted -more information.
than others who have not done fo. can be fuppofed to
_poffefs ;. ‘and which he has reafon to hope may prove
ufeful in. thc farther profecunon of a_{cheme from

&

gno{‘c 1mportant adyantaoes w;ll be derwcd. "
In fpgaking of.the, natiopal debt, and of- the means

y hat appear, to. be | bc:ﬂ; adapred. for rcdupmg the |
' amount
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- amount of it; the author has with f'recdom called'in

. qucﬂlon the meafure which, with this view; Was larc]y .
under:the conﬁderauon of parhament for the fale of 5
the Jand-tax ; but it w11 appear, he haopes, thac he e
has done {0; not w1ch thé view of Oppoﬁng itas g
meafurc of Oovernmcnt, Wthh fO far as hls feeble

but from a Convufhon that, in its prefcnt form, and
w1th the views whicl appear ‘to be ‘adOpted for s
the application of “the amount of it, much harm

would enfue’ from it: for, althouch the falc of thxs

- faxe was one? ‘of the’ ohjeé‘ts which, a conﬁdexable time '

ago, he venturcd to mentxon ‘to govcmmcnt, from
which, under certam regulanons, ‘much’ benefit he
thought might be derived ; yet, on’ the plan w1th
which it 15 now brouuht forward, that of ' gwma an
artificial vaiue to the public’ funds, whﬁle to him it
appears to be more for the mtere{’c of every clafé of

the commumry that this’ fhould never be attempted,' o

he has judged it right dLCldcdly to fay fo

On fomeg part of the views whxch m the followxng:‘“f
_Effays*, are propofed, it will” probably ‘be: obferved
,parucular}y on the plans which the ‘alithior has ven>
tured to fuggcf’c for the rcduCtxon of our’ public debt,' o
and for the i 1mproven sent of agrlcultu’rc, "that,” how;'

cver doﬁraole and proper both of thefe obje&s may

I\t

T hls‘ought not, however,""m rhatl:crs of fuch im-
BE T ' _portance,

e [‘ T
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portance,. to..be held forth, as it too. frcqucntly isy
without refleting either on the cenfure. which it im-

‘ phcs on- the conduét of, thofc to, whom. the managc—- :

mcnt of oovcrnmcnt s entruﬁcd who, at .all txmes,;

or wnth the aﬁ]ﬂ‘ance of othf:xs whom they employ, .

e, able to do what the ﬁtuat;on of thc empxre*
may appear to rcquxrc, or, on. thc pernlcxous cons.

_ f‘cquences which rmght enfue from oplmons of this

kmd bem propagated and admltted el o
The aid which thofe in the chargc of' government» }.
have hxtherto found it neccﬁ'ary to. employ may be .

, quxte fuﬂicxent for thc common occurrences,of office ; -

but, as 1t cannot be fuppofed to bc equal to. the mas . .

fnagcmen: of new. and. extcnﬁve fchemes, ‘anothcr.,t

fource wxl prefentlv bc mcntioned from. whlch the -
mof} eﬁ‘icu:nt aﬁ‘xﬁance ‘may at all times- be ob-: ,
tamed.”_ e

Behévmg, as. thc author very certamly does, that:"

the fafety of the Brm{h empire is to depend.on the |

means that { {hall be purfued for the. ‘more {peedy res.
dué‘txon Jof our pubhc debts more. efpecxally of the - -
V :ay be. taken of thxs for the 1m-p_._

_of co"\kfulmptmn, and bcmg warranfed in the founda-,;._:
tion of \thls opxmon, from ﬁndmg i, ina very extens
ﬁve‘commumcanon whxch he. is obhgeri to. fupport
over a conﬂdeyable part of the k;nOdom, to bc thcp_;_,;
fentiments of a,.great propomon of the people, he

. ,g.ioes not, hcﬁtate 1Q fay? that thc worﬁ conf ‘uencesb"

- mlgh;
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mxc“ht bc expelted were a meafure of fuch ncccmty
. to.be delayedy.;:He cannot, therefore; ‘give himfelf
kave to.fuppofes: if: this fhall appear to-be the'cafe
to. thofe. who,-are entrufted with the immediate icare
of govcmment,,zand who have not been accuftomed:

© to, withhold . their; exertions: when . :the flate: of the-
empire, appeared to require them;: that they-will poft- -
~pone itill peace fhall take place, or. till any indefinite -
period,. a meafure of fuch neceﬂity for the fecurxty

"ofthc realm, ool

Conﬁdermg alfo how defe&lvc thc prcfent {’catc of '

our agriculture is; . when' ‘compared :with our«con=-
fumpnon ; .that we are obliged to apply to other. nas

tions, not merely for temporary fupplies of corn, but

) regularly and fyftematically to a great amount yearlyt
“that we . may eventually, and even {peedily, . be de-

pnved of thefe fupplies, -by thofe: .unforefeen events ™
in war which are now taking place daily and that -
only a fimall proportion of the animal food whichouf
colonies and-numerous- feets make ufe’of; is furnithed -
by ( Great Britain; while, under different. managcment,
and wsth the proper application- of a very mederate
portion of our national wealth for the improvement of -
agr mulmre, we. mxght not ‘only- enjoy. -all- thefe:ars -
thlC produced upon: our: QWA fields; atone halfrof -
B the prlce which we now:pay. for them; but be- cnablcd L
to . export large - quantities alfo ;- it willinot: be -
~ imaginged, by thofe. who are beft acquamted with'the - |
magmtudc of the evil arifing from thisineglected ﬁate SR

pf our agnculturc, that, in- the followmg Effays, too

Silmnl 8 - much .
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much has'been faid.of i 1t, or that the fubje& is not: of
fufficient importance ‘to merit the- attention ‘of go-
. vernment, even during the continuance of war.. “All
who are: entitled to:judge of it; ‘from being at. 'p‘éihé‘“
to inform .themfelves: of the facts:which' relate to ity
well- know; that'no fubject whatever:can; ‘either”in-
peace oriwar; -be:of ‘more importance’to ‘the iEmiSi‘fé E
than-every circumftance at this moment is‘that rélates
to the. improvement of agriCultUre ;- and; therefore;
that government - cannot, in any fituation, ‘be more’
neceffarily :employed than in- rcorulatmg all that” can
tend, “with - the greateft “poffible : difpatch; to ‘carry
this:fousce: of: our:national ¢comfort;” profpenty, and
fafety, - to::the’ hlghe& decrrec of perf'eé'txon whlch 1t“
canibe:made-torattain. o RN
«:Let thofe whot doubt of this: conﬁder the prefcnt .
uncertam ftate ‘of the’continent, which ftill' hay be of
long continuance, ‘and-ftill more under the power of

our implacable enemies;-let .them:alfo: confider the -

' confequences which, -in: this view, ‘might refult from
‘ our-_;ﬁ,{tcr‘k_mgdqm continuing in that pcrturbed-{’cate '

‘which 'has:long prevailed init; .that thé only fources

- which:we: enjoy for: thofe large fupplies of - falt pro-'

vifions réquired for our: ‘fieets and : colonies, and “of
grain:for’ home confumptlon, may thus be* quxckly
cutoff: from us; and thed: reﬁe@c on'the alarm, whxch
from: adeficiency in: ‘our cmps, has thcc prcvalled
in. Britainin the courfe: of' the laft fixteen years, chn o

“during: a-period-when' we poﬁ'cﬁ'ed the advantaae of .
- afree lmportatmnéﬁ'om every corn country in Eu-

‘ :,-'..5 N '
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TOPEs a,pd t}:ey \yxll no; then unagmc that too much

k,}

,»Plausw th fqph,;mportaqt Ob_]C&S in,; jlcw mgﬁ,
£y ;equu:c -much-, care,.. confideration,;;and
-ttoubch ,xsbut t6:-what. purpofes .can. the attention.of
fgovemment ibe-with fuch propriety: apphed as;ingiv=

4ing ifatisfation: to ithafe - over whom-it: prefides in

whatever appeéars to be reafonable 2. That {fchemes. of

.thisumagnitude and extent, howcver, may:the more
~eafjly-be:icarried into: effect; +and . that -the: minifter
“thay, receive: -all the :affiftance: from: others which’ this
wouldtequire;: mxght not: greater advantagc be. taan,
than:hitherto: has: bccn done;: ofi the-abilities; and X~
ertions of members of parliament: d»Howeveranxious
“the:minifter may be for promoting {chemesaf utility,
~all wha reflect-on the-multiplicity:-ani] Joad: of -buifi~
nefs which: falls-under. -his: charges ;<and< which ne-
- ceffarily ‘muft be: conducted:by:hitnyrwills fee; that
- many things. 'muf’c'bc""‘poﬁponcd;;,w}xich, \with-more
~afliftance or more leifure onchis:part; wmightfo n.be
accomphihed For, ialthough: the: detail of*every

important fchéme muft; ‘at all:tiroes;cbe:managed by

=1pthersy and we “have much-reafon stonbelievie that
- thofe whom:the minifter employs: forthis/ putpefe.are
tlithe beft official ‘men:thatany: where-can be: prrogured,
' .ia:ygf’

ihowever: great:their:abilities may>im gencral-be,

eir :numbers-can # sneither be:foppofedi toabeshiffi-
ient; " fioy: thcmoppbrwmtxes;zfemacquxrmgnn&m

T txen’fo amplc, 38: uhcgvarwux*ﬁ:h&mcé 'would:raquire,

¢ 4 - which,
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whxch, in ‘this "éventful Pericd, ‘may “be- ncceﬁiu'y.
Might not much’ 'of ‘this’ paté of GuF fidtiohal Buﬁncﬁ;
be condutted by committees of members of’ ﬁdrha-
#HEE ? T he mofk ! xmportanta advéﬂtages havé'been
Jeived: from'the’ exertiors 'of ‘every comehittee that
has?fyef ‘beert appomted for thesinveftigation: oft ipoli=
tical siriaeers s and” ‘the :redfon s vobviouszinvehe
ele@ior vof i committees ‘men’: of ..abxhtxes...only Qare
fixed'on;’ chicfly thofe; indeed, whoy from their fitue
-atioh inlife;: their:purfuits; and other: fcir‘(;.‘ugx&ané@s,‘
:arecfuppofed: “to. be " peculiarly: fitted "for‘thcfpui'iéufc |
#for which :they-are chofen; ‘and who, therefore, with
Joniyionesobject: in view;: very: commonly :obtainyall
thebinforaationswith: regard to:it: which:itis;poffible
seoiprocures biiwhich: they:are-enabled: to: elucidate,
“iti‘the ibefb ppoffiblermanner, every fubject. with which
-ithey are’entruftedy:i-Now; :why: may: not fimilar ad-
“wantagéy berobtained:-in-ithe::management. of - every
iobjeét ofi ‘equalishational importance ? - : Might. not
permanentmhommmeeswbcl eftiblifhed,: at the begin-
~hingyofievery parliament; ‘each confifting -of - a:ifew
felectmémbers:land: to every .committee fome im-
“iportantsnationabobjedts being: entrufted, -fuch, views
sopldbifodn:be sobuainettiof: all:of themiza are
sineverlikely to:pofiei-from: aiy:other-plani: ;1.
Lo thefé rcommittees:therination would enjoy: this
sinyportagt-adyantage;liof having:men of the firft-abi-
-itlesand: Kndwledge:in bulinefs-brought:into détion,
- sowhoyiifromimotsbeihg:enabled:to-deliver their: fenti- \
~Svinents s public fpeakersy 1ares dften cnnrely loft;, or

avidw - ,B 2 - never
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never:heard ‘of dnthe full: meetmgs of -patliament ;
butiwho Thight “often- be wcll fiteed for . giving ‘the
cleareft and-beft views on every point!in. ~which' théy
fhould ‘have- occaﬁon 0 a&: w1th ‘more: conﬁncd

nation mlght at) all tiries. be employed and w1th nb

- expence to' governmient; in giving the utmoft pofli- -
ble:petfection toevery fcheme. of public:utility.> Be- .

ing collected from various ‘ranks; and employments;

and;from eevery diftrict:in Britain;. they would thereby
be intimately acquainted with the views: and: opinions
- ofmankind-on every: point that:might .,_fall .underithe
', cdnﬁder‘ation. of; parliamént 5, -and; would thus beiwell
ablc to-judge: of .the mtcrc{’c of -every clafs inuthe

community,‘in the various acts .which-the lemﬂacu;e :

might.find it neceffary to pafs. - The:ftate of the poor
- and.poor’s-rates, is; in.England, amobjeét meriting the:
N lmmedlatc and moft. ferxous;attemxon of,' “gevernment;
‘and thc {fame obfervatlon will,-with, equal; propriety,
‘ apply to. the Aftate of the tlthCS-T-Oi,v;—_JhC scrown;lands,
:iwaﬁcs, and commons, and, yet the! d;fcufﬁon ofyall
- of thefev pomts mui’c bc poftponfpl ﬂx:om,,yea\ to ygar;,

- than l;hofc who arc\ employed m,the daxly z-'routir-i;e*-of»

.‘ ofﬁcxal buﬁnefs. yBut, with the: afﬁﬁamce of permanent

- committees of the'moft: mtelhgent membeisof:both!

| Houfes,of: parhamcnt,'?t:hcfc, andseveryother:objest of: :
quckzly oonfidéred . andiuns:

i

‘.‘pubhc unhty, amight:be;
‘ 5 3 derftood ;
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derftood ; -the: moft . ufeful, unprovements fuggef’ced
Wthh any :of;;them, might be. -capable; of ; receiving ;. -
and the; difpatch ‘of . buﬁnefs, 10 EVERY departmcnt, '
grcatly promoted S o s :
..Nothing could, w1th more certamty, tend) Ims
pmvc oun,nanonal agrxculturc than the; ;;hargc qf it
being,. in:the. ﬁr{’c m{’cance, -given to, aacqmmlt;c.c of

: membcrs of parhament ; many of whomy being: fuﬂy

acquamted thh the defeé‘ts which it-labours:under;
ght:. bc,«from :every-part. .of

thc natlon, the ,moﬁ completc ~information. would:

~ thus. be: obtamed,on all-that. rclates to 1t, and: thc beﬂ:

p]amfonmed fot t;he fut’ure condu& of .the b@ard‘ oo

e N

US» :

fchem :from Wthh fuch 1mportant*,

‘txonal ‘advantaees)would ‘enfue; “and: f'rom which he\

hith @1fiwonld idérive iuch: lmmcdlatewfatxsfa&xon,
asiwellas merépermanem gratitude from' evcry clafs
of: his' fellow seiizéhs) than hltherto has-ever: accfued

from the @of’c uféﬁﬂ: meafures in: whlch hc has beena

havmgum‘adem i, ijé& oﬁ ‘hls attentxon, hc méy
beidnclined:toradk dnsii! zthl: '

gentlemen 3
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' ;scé‘cxid&meh‘f{ ;andygiﬁ;any-gbf them fhall: take .chafgeof

it and smovE:foran: agficblmrdl commxcfcebcxng
appmntcd;sthem:mﬁcrwxllaé‘tvery dl&‘crcntlr{mm
. whatihitherto;dn fiftiflar: circumftances; heshas) dorie;
. ifthefHall cithér objedk to itin che-firft inftance,;or
ultimiately: refufe; his-fapport to.any: reaforable plan
. which the committee ;ay. bring forth “with; regard
Ugortad e rs N O 5 fhalgen
muut if land:proprietors fhall be afraid of tholgdn-
_quiriés ifto: their circurmftances -f,'t,\fld’;ga;blll?lésl for:im
| ﬂf@;ﬁféitingf_éthéirirz.ptopertiés;ﬂ\ which: mlght refultfrqm
ke zappointment of 'an: ‘agriculturﬁl—:?grl‘xat}l;?t}‘tﬁry-
viegmmittee; :and: fhall; - from ;:falfqg;d,eflrxea.cyzzop:pﬂfle,-
endédvour - longer ‘Af,O';"..C(:)hCCalﬁi‘th(}f}f%ﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁ?dj {&tc
swihich prevails-in ‘the | ﬁ_nanccs-zoﬁ -algreat zpngpormn
--of: their- itmber, and,in :confcqt‘xencggxhe&gpf?ﬁfha}l
continue in the fame ftate~of. apathy:and maéhonas
- hitherto they have done. in-all-that xzé*}éﬁeé to@mr in-
 teréft; they will, in that.cafe; have _@bmfelzgs;qq{y
.. to blame for all that :diftrefsi-whichs Ttl}iﬁ:'y,g;;zaﬁéz;;:hqr
- families ‘'may édritin{xe.‘,._t'.‘o'?eﬁ:cxyeiicncm;fvgm@‘nhetr
funds being altogether inadequate - t@ahn lmpreve-
+-fient of their eftates; and:fromi:their incomes: falling
! -ﬁi’ll?}farxher fhort: t’héq even-hitherto: nhey},zhaxe;idgnc,
G of ;'t.fi:éfé%%ﬁﬁhg:ﬁf&ftﬁérchagtsﬁ‘ mdnuﬁé‘tﬁz'\fxfe?p:iand
wévery other-clafs-of the community.riobazd sl

s Aa]

| orthe profperit<of his ‘couhtry withurioxiebeffity

o -writing for .emobmeric jcamd kirowiog that his

RS

“Thefauthor, Witli‘fnq‘ymhéﬁ:ﬂmdti‘fﬁt‘haﬂ?s‘h@‘?ﬁh‘?*’: ‘
-procecds frof an‘cnthufiaftidideal for alk thatgelates

prodution

"zt foliditation of stwosiof shis:friends, 1Whoy i
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- production:cannot entitle him toifames has:thus;:in
.theccourfeof this Introduction;-as:wellrasiin the fol-
-lowing Effays, endeavoured, :ifi;plainrlanguage; al-
-thoughinotin‘a ftyle of embellifimenty todetiforthia
humber of things, which, alttiotigh kighly éfiéhtidlto
vthé welfare of the whole empiréichuvé:hitHereo béen
vallowed to ‘rémain ‘nearly alt6gether=in d: Ratelof
negle& ; and if, in any confiderable degree, he'thall -
. ~fucceed in attralting the attenition :of ‘thofe: towards
~them who ‘inay be ‘enabled " to ‘accomplifh - the /im-
7 portant'objects:-which he has ventured: toifuggeft;:he
-fhall:never:ceafe to confider that por,tibn:;bﬁ;zlgis tilme
which‘ithas occupied, - as having; been moft:ufefully
‘f?-ii“f[?‘er\x"t_."f‘fi‘?i‘Hé;Ving‘».:‘?no’f particular connexion:with:any
2ifet’of men;and:no:more dependance on parties than
: Eiﬂatﬁcyshavd-fupoﬁ* him;: he has;  in thefe Effays," as:on
:zall-dther occafions;: given his fentiments -with: that
-+freedom; which all; who conceive that-they have any
“thing worthy of :public - confideration to. communi-
‘til»"ciite;f:’()'hg‘ht;i?in.:ghi;??opiriion’,i”‘to do; ‘and, having done
i this, he’leavessthem: with others to judge of the:at-
téhtion to'whichithey are entitled. o '

s Hehas only firther to-add,: ‘as ‘a piece “of: juftice
-w‘tochimfelfis thatrthe following Effays; being hattily -
sruexerattedfromea larger:colle@ion - on:fubje@s “of a
fimilar tendencyy:they:are thereby: deprived «ofi-that
advantage: Whichicadue! regardisto method; and ar-

- wiringement: nevér-failsitolafford.:. Toxthis:hurried

ipublicationishe hasibeen dndiced:to-agree:oncthe

T
orfdnubog

B4 L _} o led




led ‘to- believe - that his: obfervations : may  prove
more particularly ufeful at ' this: time’; and this ad--
vantage will arife from i 1ty ‘that he will be enabled to
- judge, ﬁ'om'thc opmxon which the. pubhc may form
of 'it, whether ‘the’ Eﬂ'ays wlnch hc retains - {hould»
ever be pubhfhcd or not., B D N IE AR PSR

Capdy stogyuc
ON

IR LS eI T aTiedrq (X037 48] zoxi Yeyabiif
ST(AX)A'I{{ éN‘ S
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THE fundmg fy[’cem, as‘it'is termed;’ by which'¢ go-
vernment,’ when in need ‘of extraordmary fupphes,
has!been’accuftomed to* borrow upon nitional cred
dlt, has ‘now prcvaxled ins Great Bntam for morc
thanacentury o e A

' When:this method of’ rz.nﬁnor money was ﬁrf’c pro-
pofed ‘and eftablifhed, the effedts’ Wthh are now'
f'ound o refult from 1t, wcrc not fully forefeen,

,,,,,

wlth thewhves and propérties; - folely -thh- the view
of giving that fecurity to fucceedmg generatxons,
. that equltable laws and: the rmxed forth of *govern- 7
mentiwhich' at ‘that time “was' fecured in’ Encrland*
feems alone " able ‘to- afford, would not have O‘IVCI’I
their: confent to it. * Thofe men, who could-in this
manner ‘incir ‘the - hazard of lofing ‘all Wthh they
poffefled; and of béing deprived of every en_]oyment
to - which they had been’ accuﬂ:omed forno- othcr _,

' ,purpofc than.. ‘this, would not have agrced to load

e \ 1 : : . o thelr




( 26 )

* their offspring,- with - fuch an 'oppremx*'c-*and““éx-m

pcnﬁve burden, if it had been poﬂ"lblc for: them'to
fuppofe; that it ‘could-ever atrive at the enormous
hclght to-wh ich: it<has. done, evcn m thc time: of
“immediate fuceéfors. DL i

“fo delufive Was the influence of thxs fyﬁ‘em,
fOr d'great length of ‘time; that, - till- of late, it 'was
thc opinion of many, ‘that it éven tended to increafe
[} am)nal ‘wealth and’ fecurlty. Thls, “indeed,
- comtiiénly fupported by men of penetra-
"any of whom havc, for thefe ﬁ&y years pa{’c

percexvc, that our pubhc debt is a very Important |

' calarmty, and that we' fheuld- ‘derive much realiad-
vantage, 'and even further fecurity, from’ being: ﬁ'ce
‘of it. - - Of -the various baneful confequenceés of

. thxs dcbt, we iha]l have occaﬁon o' fpeak morc

”porta“nqcé to all claﬁ'cs of 1 men, that an attc‘mpt fhould
. be madclfor reducma, thh as much expedmon as

‘_fumpu n, is ‘,n

o ‘f w'rées’ inuf’c either bc brotght’ forth or we' muﬂ:.
|  remain

(27 )

remain. without,.even 4 chancc of(';gctgingfgghgﬂ, diffi-

cultyaremoved. 518

income, mﬁead of laymg ”themﬁ OR r,,ar .. of

genfumption;- to. raife-fuch-an amplg\fum. yearly,

smay;not;only, put it:in; the power. of.. govcmrncnt to
| add a Iarge fum annually to: the., fmkmg fund,

'\,the expences of the war, of whatcvcr duratxqu ll:

»may./bei;:~Let: the: people be . convmced that.an

: cfﬁcxent plag,.

o thcrei _-s»f; much rcafon to beheve that thcy would

gwe an;. elghth ,*a ﬁxth or.gven .a fourth, 1f it

.; thcytbe_i:epaw }

‘of which would be permanent, whllc any inconve-
_mience; or;diftrefs ;which fuch an extraordmary ad-
Lvanee. mxohc mducc, _yvould provc fhort and tcm-

wxg 1

-~
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thn)much, for;xtudc r;zfolvc, _rather; to’ fubmitito:
-~ the, ,mconvemcncc, than: rcnder their: fucccﬁbrs lia=
b!g_j;n(th¢ yearly. payment-of. mterei’c,;although rin:
the : compari{pn,; d}s:uadyant,@gcsg likely:.to acorue;

from. it, would;prove to :bé greatly: in fivour;oficthe -

publxc,gwho,nm\ the.;refuls;would : gain..from;ithis-
kind, of,, conduct ;propomonally ‘much-Imore; ithan:
individuals , .couldilever . expects:: ‘But; chat\ we. may::
w;a-thc;‘,mqm ;abl_c -to appreciate’the- mcrxcsAof thay:
fcheme;iof: taxation’ - ‘which: might cput-ithefe "and:
other advantages-in our power, it:will be:proper to’
compare it-mote paiticularly with the! fyftem ‘whicht
hitherto: has prevaxled of 1axﬁng all ‘our taxes on

confumptxon. e o

X

:-Of -the . numerous’ O[‘)JC&I()I‘]S 16 Wthh thc* plan
of pl acing affeffments on ‘articles of confumption- ap?-f!'
peaps to be: hable, the followmgrare iperhaps, thc**

)

’ mdﬁ 1mportant. RS ETERTEI VIR LR R e] S \

I..Evcry fyi’cem of' taxation - fhould" ﬂ'c&gth
as’‘tuch” equahty a8’ pofﬁble, thé fortunes’ of all*
to- whom'it is meant to app]y

on-confumption': for, ‘whilesthoferwhoslive fully!up
to;itheir. incomes,': either: from:thesnéceflicy: which

the maiptenance . of : large! famxhes:may .impofe ton
or-from any other cauf¢;-andswhoyibyl deing:.
foy; give - encouragenvent to varions arts:and manusi:
factures, are-taxed: ﬁp'on.«.{fh,is.;' fiftem ovter sallythati-
they are worth; thofe, swha;from! parfimonyicor: other
- caufcs live-upon;a; fmaleart» efﬂd ;théirincome; are- -

them,

aﬁ'cﬁ”cd

‘But: fiothing cantbe:
miore unequal than'the operation:of everyaffeflment -

 thusyrat dllitimes, been: the icat
:mfcontcmt than muht lai ger: v

€2 )
aﬁ‘cﬁ“ed ‘upon thofe parts of it oﬁly wh 551
equity;, €very perfon fhould be’ aﬁ"eﬁ’ed in’ propof-f
. tion to, the extent; of his" fortune, and ot’ accordmg"
tOche manncr m whxch he ‘m; ‘»1?‘ mch“'
ufeA of it !

mcnt gwes to it 4 But fo unequal]y does theAtax '
tion:of. artlcles of confumptxon apply to wealth, thét
a: perfon may poﬂ‘efs the crreate{’c [income in the: na-:
tion, - and yet be aflefled upon a; few: pouhd of
only;: if he: fhall refolve on. ref’crlﬂmo hlS expentes;‘ w

sFrom:not- conﬁdermo the 1mp01t and: WCIOth\Of'
this obfervauon, government, without havxng qt'in
v:ew_ to,commltvan aa: of fuch II’IJUQZICC, has hl—-

Who fpend thelr mcomes ﬂeely, and thls encourageq '

cvery artlf’c in thc kmcdom, fhould be fcvcrely»
aﬁ"cﬁ"cd for; domg fo;.and - that all - whoﬁ. mcomes
are. hoardec} APs wnhout pxovmg ufeful elther to;
themfelvcs ’r;;oghers, fhould eicapc.,.,.s ' e

i)

’Ija;gqs QR ¢ fumptxon, bemo frcquently and-c.

‘ neceﬁ'anly placc:dvo <art1cles dally ufed and under

~ every.man/s: ob{ervatxon oftcn colle&ed feparatcly)‘ |
'from the‘ono\gnal coﬂz of the arucles, and: amount= ||

3

ingyiin fome; éafes,'rxto tw1cc ‘th r real value haVcd:-"
miore natronal"—"z’

fereritc mannemwou}dgha'v "produi ed
434 F rom‘ﬂthefef two caufcs, has‘ wcl 38
© affefiments

a1fcd_ in-a dxtlj@

»others, 1) S




ciﬂty‘,‘“anﬂ préar expitice,

- wfichy i ?VATiGus® m‘l’canceé' .

&il? Cflallep r%p‘éruon ‘of the fum Wthh he coii‘w
qu'féﬁ 18 forced 6 f)”"é*“' i > originates

Shothier Aational 16155 in the very conﬁdera e'nu‘nﬁ’-»

; ber of pe0ple, to 'the extent’ of ‘thany’ thoufémdé,

ge e ployed as tax- gatherers ; 'who might; 1f the
colle&lon was ‘more" ﬁmple, be a&mo rnueh ‘more
ufeful parts in’ fomety PR YO GRS
Bl *TaXauon oni articles of confuiption a&s’m' re
é‘ife&ly than atiy other” ‘fheans ™ of ralﬁng méﬁ”'y
‘world’ probably d6; ‘againft “all “odr’ manufé&ﬂrés ;
not merely by excmno d1fcontent among thof@‘Eo

A whom they belong, but by puttitgit’ ouf: of theu'
power fo eﬁ'e&ﬁélly to fupporl' """ :

“in foreign” markets. " Hlthert % ‘indeéed, ‘they“haVc

P wed fuccefsful hg,”in 2" gi‘eat meafure, to
. *’Jvcry umverfaﬂy"‘“ prc~

confuﬁon Wh1ch hasﬁ

%{s,ve»hai/e, almo{’c excluﬁvely, fiff pﬁ’eaf Bier y pa of
b§and by ‘Which? W Have’ Beeﬁ ﬁab}édféowpay hofe

3"’5]";11513 ﬁ'eﬂ'meﬁts to WHichive Hive Bekh 1iablE Rkith

‘more Seafe” thin otlie il wdl s rﬂ?@ﬁé‘f’ﬁa%ﬂdéhe.
LEC a8 e OF PEate” w‘m&&“eéeﬁamy 1E&3d o
manﬁf‘é&'lffé‘s‘”‘\1n“<§‘€ﬁe?‘féo€i§xfﬂ‘é YW Siighe

25w Riehvthis: ﬁfay‘*p%wmw@ eHaed itiabem 10
g1 Aﬁmiuxﬂe,f“howwer sehaithe et laying
Bk \ afleffments

216 prefpited ot iehe INTHIHed cmBRSSN With
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aﬁ'eﬁ}nents on articles of confumptxon Was nog hab,\c
“to:any of thefe objeéhons, itis now, m the fta

\\\\\

€ .tO

P

whxch it has amved in thlS coum;ry, totally unﬁt for
the purpofc of producmg a large Tey em,}e.‘ Almogt .

mor ey e
e to be added the producew U ably. be
d;mam(hed .as already has happ::BEd with th Léax-

on wme, and fome others. o

A ling ev
moderate fupply to, government, and that they jought
tl?ereforev to. gtve, place to others not lxable to thefe’

\,one 1s that to Wthh we have alrcady had occaf on
.A_j‘advert,‘_, the Taxatxon of Income, and of' which |

-but.conven “Q ,tg dewxduals partxgularly to peo 1
il ple

;f moderate ingomes and Jarge. f amilies, ,who: on the
~Jecurity. of ggve;prgent would, com’ ’forward yearly

7 - L thh,




¢ 32 )
wn;h confiderablg; fums for, the purpofe of' fecurmg

. annu;tles to-their, chﬂdrcn. Ty

i ,In thxs manner“;here is’ reafon to- beheve that at
leaﬁ;(,one mrllmn fcerhng rmoht annua]ly be.. ob-‘

- tained;..on terms; fufficiently. beneficial s to  goyerns

ment. . If theilegab.intereft -of .the -money:. fhould

-~ only:be giveniiag firfh; even with a;fmall’ deduétion

fromeach fhare for the.expence of management;

- the,Jure: which r the- beriefit of - furvivorfhip .bolds

forth,, would vin the prefent opulent and dpeculating

ftate of the nation,.operate fo powerfully, when con~

neé’ced thh fuch - complete fecurityy that: thls fum;
or. even more, -might. be. expe&ed yearly - 0. accrue
from i it. . .For,. although an attempt whrch .govern-

'ment made only a few, years ago,. for e{’cabhfhmg a

tonting, did not fucceed, .this appeared chiefly to

~proceed from ‘the . intereft propofed. o, be.given:jat
- firft, bemo far benean ‘what it fhould have been.

The fcheme, accordmoly, drd non_ ﬁll and was,
therefore, altooether -abandoned, . :

k But,qhowever wel,l a, fcheme of tlns kmd mxght

fucceed [fo.a certain extent,. it . could;never fupply
th fums whxch govérninent: are: yearly in.want  of;
for which no mcthod of ralﬁng money,appears to be
adequate, 1f xt be not an. aﬁ‘eﬁ'mcnt of income; a

AN,

mode of ralﬁng fuppues Wthh appegrg .to poffcf;

‘ 33 )
been propofed inftead of it; but this‘would not only
prove unequa_l, but would - fre‘tiu:ently be either-op=
pre“ﬂi%'*Or"‘impra‘é’ticable. Property ‘being’ o&en

poflefled by thofé to whom it-“belongs; ‘and ‘riot by

ténants paying rent, it would always be’ dlﬂicult,v-and
of'ten xmpoﬁ"xble, to afcertain the ‘value of it. Pro-
pérty,  to a!great'amount, may’ be poffeffed without

~being produﬂlve, as often happens:with mines and

houfes,‘\and -even: with -land, ‘as well ‘as: thh other
articles 3 in which ftate it could: hot‘with‘:proprietj*
be affefled. - But the: taxation of *income aétually
recelved is liable to no fuch: difficulty. - Ie refts en=

tirély on thxs ‘obvious and falr principle; - that- in fo

far'as ‘the government of a country requrres and ‘de-
ferves to'be" fupported, -the means to: be’ employed
for ‘it “fhould ' be' ‘obtained with- equality from the
produttive” ‘wealth ‘which the’ country at the time

may poffeﬁ:, and from this only : in whatever ﬂ:‘lte»'
or’ fituation " the’ wealth of the - kingdom - may ‘be-
v placed and whoever the propnetors of it may- be, '

taxed when aﬂ”eﬁ'ments are’ requxred At one txmei
our wealth' may confift’ clueﬂy in money ‘and manu—'
fftétures, as': undoubted]y is "the "cafe at prefent 5
while; at others, it may ‘be found almo{’c entlrely n-
the produé‘t of land. “But;- wherevcr it is, nothmg-
~can be more. fair or reafonable, thani to render the
whole of the natxonal income liable for the fupport
of " that government from whxch it recewes pro-;

teftlon,

c . While
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2. While: the affeffiment of income may thus be
levied with :more. equahty, there is alfo reafon to
believe,. that much greater. fums may be obtained -
from it, 'and with -lefs -general offence to ‘the corii+:

_munity; - thancan- ,pr,obably. be done from any ‘other
plan. . ‘Fory:-while income of ‘every kind, ‘and vin-

whatever way it may be obtained, would be equally
liable to the effe&ts of - it, thofe on whom it is' levied
would not fo readily complain of it, as they are un-
doubtedly entitled to do when property is' affeffed
without regard to equahty, as very. commonly is the .
cafe with taxes placed on articles of confumpmon.». :

3 It may be levied with lefs expence than any -

other plan of taxation, carried fo-an equal extent,

~can poffibly be; probably on a tenth part of the |
fum, and with a proportional fmall number of tax-

gatherers;  than are now. employed in. colle&mev
aﬂ’eﬂ'ments on articles of confumption. - S
. As a well conduéted plan for the aﬁ'eﬁ'ment of

income would attach  equally to the opulent and to -

others, which is not; nor ever can be the cafe with

taxes placed on confumption ; and as this would act
upon the whole wealth of the nation, a great propor--

tion of which has never. yet been affefled, it:would,
thereby, not only tend to-reduce the expence -of all

‘our manufactures, fo as to admit of their: being ear- -

ried at a more eafy rate to:foreign . ‘markets, :but it
would fpeedily. leflen, in a confiderable degree, - the
affeffments on every other clafs. of . the. commumty

: There 1s much reafon, indeed, to believe, in-the

R

- prefent
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prefent plofperous ftace of this very opulent. nation,
that . much more: may be obtained from it than at
firft-view ic may be fuppofed able: toproduce,

merely by. its ‘being made to act upon-every:kind of
_income ; by which - immenfe fums would be liable:

to taxatxon, from wh1eh nothmg has ever yet been
obtamed : T T v

5. Aﬁ'eﬂlnents on' income ‘are - partxcularly Well

fitted for - preventing difappointment in the fums

which government may require : for when one pro-
/ . . . . .

portion of the national income does not prove fuffi-
cient, it-is. much more eafy to affix a larger- pro-

* portion ;upon . the - whole, :than to eftablith’ a new

aflefiment on any one article of confumptxon which -
{feldom fails to ‘excite difcontent, and at the fame

time does not always prove productive. In another -
nhportant point they would prove particularly ufe-

ful, both to thofe who are in the management - of
our public affairs, and to the commumty were it

eftablithed that the whole fupplies of the year thould

be placed upon income, the minifter, inftead of hav-

ing an annual confli¢t in p_arliarrient, as hitherto has -
* always been the cafe, and-likewife with every trade

whofe line of ‘bulinefs might eventually fall under

“the operation: of 'a - new 'tax - upon ' confumption,

would ‘merely have to fix the proportion which in~-

‘come over the whole kingdom ought to pay. At

the "fame time 'the nation would ‘be relieved of all

- ’that expence with which:it is now loaded in the high
allowances which government is: commonly obliged

Ca2 ' tq.




:conteft in wlnch we are now-engaged, :a
* ‘expence.has yearly been great, the.allowances. made to.
_thofe with whom oovemmcnt has;made. tranfactions,
‘ have been; as there is reafon: to imagine; conﬁderably
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tomaketo thofc bankers; and money dealcrs, whom

they émploy on every new: loan.:: SR
L lie anvount of this article.of - cxpence can: fcarce}y

‘bc afceftaineds’ "biit' the avidity ofourmoniedmen’

10/ fhare in™ itheprofits which: it affords, ‘is. always: fo

greaty’ that few will doubt of ‘its being-confiderable.

Notiitiany- ycars ago, during .the misfortunes; which
‘accompamed the- American war;’ the various advan-

tages given to thofe who furnithed government with

, moncy, did not amount to lefs than ten per cent, often
. During all the continuance of.the

£6 much more.
1thouch the

lefs : but ftill they: muft upon the:whole:have been

_great; not, probably,: lefs than: five per.centy and

amounting, one -year with another;to. one million
Aterling s W

‘pence’ of management, but- merely- as- gratuities: for

furmfhmg the money,- and which;: therefore, would‘
“not be- reqmrcd on: every individaal:of ‘the: nation.
“being obliged to bnm7 forth hfs fhare yearly of the

' natxonal expence. SR S S

By fome it has been ObjC&Cd to. thlS plan, that

fuch large fuiins’ as ‘governmeént i the ‘courfe:: of an -
expcnﬁve war is oftcn found' to” reqmrc, couldsnot °

‘,b" "'obtamcd but throuoh the medmm of thiofe bank-
LS g ers

which, on -the plan of ralﬁng money: upon - |
“income, would* have “been completely and. entirely .
“faved: for thefe allowances are not igiven for:the-ex-

* other affefiment. » o B
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" ers‘and other ‘monied men,~ on: whom .they. have

hitherto been accuftomed to rely. -

ported by thofe only who are interefted in; the fund-

ing fyftem being: continued ; f'or,,on the, rate, bemo" (

eftablifhed - which  income - of : every. kind ought.to
pays-it would " be levied with the fame certainty. and
eafe 'with:which-. payment 1s now. obtamcd of every

N

6. The moft important advantage, whzch would

enfue from a plan being - carried fully into. effect for

raifing all-fupplies upon income; ‘would be, :that-as
“nonewould : be: partlcular]y hurt by it, none, would
complam of it after the firft effefs of it were over.

A'few of the miore opulent part of the nation, who,"

from»_not.llv;ngl;up..to, their income, have not hither-
‘to been fully, affeffed in proportion to: their wealth,
would alone fpeak of it with regret ; but even they

-would not, in-equity, be entitled to do fos whlle, if
‘the affeffment fhould not be carried farthu than there

is reafon ‘to fuppofe would be fufficient even for our

‘prefent high expences, fcarcely any clafs of the com- |

munity:-would feel the effe@s ofit. . .
«1f a plan fhall be freadily purfucd for ralﬁng thh

- cquahty a certain proportion of the national income,

-eighth; -a_fixth, or.even, .MOre, the rcmamdcr wxll _
be: worth to, ehofc by - whom it is. poﬁ’cﬁ'ed in pur-

and that it may be accomplifhed there is much rea-

Afon to-believe, whatever the fum may | be wlnch go-

vernment:;can| probably want, whether a tenth, an

C 3 % chp;ﬁng

"Chis. ar oumcnt, -
however, :is completely fallacious, ;and, can. be fup-
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chafing labour and every ‘neceflary of Tife, Ju[’t as
much as the whole of it would have been. " The
eﬂ'e& of the meafure would neceﬁ'arrly be- to ‘raife
the value of money, ‘and leffen that of every other
"artxcle, an obJe& thch, in'the prefent ftate of the

natlon, s of more real 1mportance, perhaps, than

vany Whl(.h oovernment could with ' fuch certamty

and effe& tend to promote. In tm cafe, ‘all our
” manufa&ures bemg paid with Jefs money at home,
_thofe by whom they are condu&ed would be en-
‘abled to fell the'n at Iower rates, and thus to retam'
’the advantace Wthh they poffefs m forergn mar-
kets, | w1th more certamty than may be in thexr
'power, if on a return of peace and the 1e eﬂabhfh-
ment of manufa&ures over the contment, the prxce
of labour fhall contmue here at ‘the" extravagant
’ vherght to Whrch it has rlfen._ Arnﬁcers in every.
line, even common fervants, {hould ‘be well paid;

but, more than is neceffary for thelr comfort, feldom
fails to ruin both them and thelr farmhes, by glvmg
rife to indolence and diffi patron habits whlch few
are ever “able to confluer, and under the 1nﬂuence
of which; prmmples mlmlcal to every govemment are
fvery apt to be dlﬁ'emmated T
" A reduGtion in the prrce of Jabot rw uld be at-
‘j’tended thh Other 1mportant advan' - m
. which, however eﬁ'entral they may be, 'an Hever be
attamed Where labour is kept at a hmh rate

1t1w.ould
,_tend to promote ‘mor¢ qurckly ‘that “forerunner of
o all 1mprovements, the foxmanon of cood roads, and
v . ‘ : : the

( 39 )
the conﬁru&ron of thofe. wvehicles of our wealth, na-

vxgable canals. It would wrth great eff’eé‘t encou-
rage the unprovement of land and by thus mehorat-

ing the fituation of annultants, and of all i m thc mrddle :
ranks of' hf'e, it would act thh much certamty in’
-giving . ﬁrength to, government, by conne&mo the
- inter eﬁ of that ‘numerous and powerful clafs of the

‘community f more xmmedrately with the fupport of it

O I ‘may be atked, why fhould thlS be the refule
,~‘of the taxatron of income, ‘and not of other aﬁ'eﬁ'

mcnts. T he anfwer is obvious:- a great proportron _

,o( our aﬁ'eﬁ'ments hrtherto have operated in the

moft partral manner, as all taxes on cor;fumptron
‘mu(’t neceffarrly do; fo that even a tax on bread
| and other neceﬁ'arles of life, which in thlS country
‘; no mmr[ter has ever ventured ferlouﬂy to propofe,,
‘would be very partral and oppreflive in- its opera-
;tlon for whrle it mlght not even be felt by people
K of large mcomes, it would alt, as'all equahﬁng taxes
_ on artrcles of neceﬁity muft do; with feverlty on others
' ‘of fmall fortunes. Now the effe to which I refer, of

he value of money bemg hkely to be mcreafed and
1at of all the neceffaries of life leffened by the ope-

- ration of any’ aﬁ'eﬁ'ment, muﬁ depend entlrely on its

being made to apply umverfally and with full equahty
to the ‘whole ‘wealth of the natron, whlch appears to
be, wrth much certamty in our power, in the tagation
of mcome. But, that this deﬁrable effe& may refult
r;_f'from this aﬂ'eﬁ‘ment
manner, to applyy ) i

it wxll reqmre, ina partxcular
mcome of evcry kmd and
: from
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from. whatcver fource. it may be derived :. whether
ﬁ‘om la 1 oufc;s,gmmes, fhlppmcr .merchandize,.or

)

manufa&ures; meney: in., ;ibonds; « bills, oriin: Lthcz
publlc fulgds i»: froms profeflional - employments, “or« i

whatcvcr way it.may;be acquired: -otherwife, ifone:

fet. of men; namely, thofe:by whom. labour is, chiefly
p formeds fhall be exempted, either-entirely-or in
any, conﬁderable degtee, -while: the ireft of . the coms:
munity. are. hwhly aﬂ”cﬂ”ed the ~very. reverfe:would:
happen. The price of labour wouldincreafe in:a’
dcgree which, it has - ‘never. yet. experxenced and
would be produ&we of ‘the: moft dxi’trefsful confe~
“quences-to all ranks:in- focxety, ‘but’ more imme=
dxately to people of moderate i mcomes, in whatcvcrr,
line of life.they. might be. Coad T 36

_iOne of the worft effects arlﬁng from ]abour bcmg
too -highly. paid, . Wh1ch muft always: be:the icafe

N
¢ aan

" when it brings more than its ufual yate.when coms=

pared with the price of bread. and.the other necef-
faries of hfe, is, that the. lower. clafs of- amﬁcers,o

and workmen of -every kind, bemo -enabled tolive.

on. thc produce., of a-fmaller portion; of ;helr time;: -

always w1thhold thCll' exertionsy and; cannot. be pres
“vailed ;on .to . perform the ‘fame, .quantity -of work:
Wthh they readily do. when their. wages andthie price:

of provxﬁons bear.a more, equal .preportion,to.cach:; |
..‘There. 1s therefore N0 req,fon 10 - doubr,;of %

othcr, _
the evxl bcmor to increafe inia very: alarmmg degree;:!

by every  operation of finance which-may:jexempt':

thxs clafs of the commumty,; from:thatitharerof public
| aflfeflments

"i-":f'

(a)
affefiments’ which: they ought in’ equxty to” pay, ‘or
which by not attaching to the' ‘higher Claflés o int
come;/in a due proportion to’their extent,“would
enable .thofe: by whom  they are: pochﬂ'ed to“"p‘ay

‘more highly: for: labour than others-of moderite in-
The: eH‘cé’t

comes: have it in their powér to. éi‘x‘fe.
of: bothof thefe ' caufes would * eventually be the
fame: labour would:be ‘increafed by them in- ‘price,

and manufacturers, as well as fervants- of cvcry kmd

bc ‘more difficult to procure, i L, i L angan

+In this: view, the plan new]y adopted by parha-'

ment: for the ‘affefiment :of i income," appears to":be

conﬁderably defe&we, -and as the evils whlch lt%

might tend’ to~ produce are ferious and alarmm

they ought, in- the moft effetual manner, to bc!

guarded againft; by placing all public taxes equally

on:all'ranks, that is, in rates proport1oned to thelr N
‘power of bearing: thcm. S R N A

-1The point to: ‘which thefe obfervanons relate, the
national benefit Tikely to' accrue from the price of
labour: being “ade in a ‘confidérable degree to de~
pend:ion:the ‘price : of provxﬁons, although’ hlghly

xmportant ‘has’ feldom attra&ed the - partlcular at-"
tentioh “or ‘ihterfererice ‘of governments:’ “public’ ex-
ertion, “indeed,> in® ‘matters of thls kmd muft vety
feldom be néceflaty 5 perliaps never but in that ﬁatci‘ :
~ oftopulence o which Great: Bntam appcars lately to”
- havesarrived; and:in'whichtoo: great a proportion of
 the mational:wealth’is amaffed by afmall proportxon

of. themommumty, who are thereby: enabled to pay
FRELH ' fuch
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fuch high prices for the labour of all whom they
: employ as others. cannot afford; by which all, in
" the middle ranks of fociety, are deprived of many
of thofe comforts to-which they had hitherto ‘been
‘accuftomed, while -no real advantage accrues. even
to-thofe to whom fuch high wages are given, -But
although - it, may not often be neceffary or proper

for-governments. to take cognizance -of matters of

this ‘kind, -nor to interfere in regulating the price: of
labour or’ other commodities; yet. when “an evil of
fuch maomtude has taken place, all will admit that
it ought w1th all pofiible difpatch to. be. corrc&ed ‘
and that the fupplies which- the echncxcs of the
ftate may require, fhould never be. levied in a man-
ner-that can tend in any degree to add to thc mag-
nitude of the: diftrefs. o ope o et s

. In :whatever way aflfeflinents bc lcvxed, it has
hltherto been a prevailing * opinion; :that money
placed in the national funds fhould be exempted, as
property in this fituation has been -protetted from
thie operation of all dirett affeflments - by’ various
“aéts of: parh ment. - This, however; ought not: to
be any valid obje&xon to the :meafure; -if the :peace
-~ and- fecurity of the nation. fhoulds ;require-it. - Ifrby
the effect of -an improper: exemption-ofiithis kind; a
ligreat proportxon of - the:*national 1:wealth  has’ ‘been
+placed 'in a fitdation which: yxelds no.advantage ‘to
i govetnment; when'in danger of! being, ‘tuined: from
this important fource of. proteéhom being withheld,

cofew: W1H think - or affert: that az reculatxon {0 highly
LI T - / injurious -

. SEIREYECl
=
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injurious to the community'ﬂlould"be continued.
But it luckily happens to-be much- for the intereft
.even of ftockholders, that- income of - every kind

*fhould be afiefled ; for, if government be not fup—

ported with very ample fupplies, which- now could

" not be dome if this extenfive part of the ‘national

wealth fhould be permitted to pafs without paying a

“fhareof them, the firft effect of the deficiency would
“with- certainty fall upon the - funds.

The prefent
prices of ‘ftock ‘are low, but if governmcnt {hould

be reftrited in its operatlons, by fupplies being

withheld -from it, there .is reafon- to believe, that,

“in no great length of time, they would fall to lefs

than half of what they now bring.
-~ There is:no- caufe, however, for dlre& affeﬁ'-

ments bemg put upon money in the funds let in- ~

come be taxed, from whatever fource it may pro-
cced ‘and all. fpeculatxve difficulties will, oon _ this
pomt, ‘be done away. = For, in fa&, every argu-

- ment that has been ftated, againft” the affeflment of

~ property in the. funds, is merely fpeculatxvc.

'have ever. ventured to fay, that thofc who poﬁ'efé

- incomes arifing: from the funds, fhould be ‘exempted

. from the ufual taxations on wine, fpmts, malt,. and,

. other articles of . confumptlon

- funds: have ‘hitherto - been v1rtually taxed in-this ’

+ manner; ‘and, perhaps, in a much ‘greater degrec

+.than"would have been reqmred 1f a dlre& aﬁeﬁment
,[E‘g had been. p]accd ori-them. - '

None

In cvcry mve{hoatxon that has taken place of the
L : o 1mportamt

accordmo]y all our
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niportaht iubJeél: of our prcfent mqmry, the taxa-
tion of incomie, the chlef objeéhon to which it has
ppeared to be liable, ‘is the drlﬁculty of carrymg
ahy l'cherne for' thxs purpofe mto effect, wrthout the
nfk of _dlfcloﬁncr the crrcum{lances of thofe that are

iy ul B

‘ aITeHed

"SWere this' even to be the oeneral effe@ of i it, there,
1s rSéfié ll:eafon to thmk that'no pubhc harm would
refult frorn it nay, it mxght, eventually, ‘anfwer'a
good punpofe, by fervmg to detect the wild fpecu~
lat10ns of thofe, who, w1thout funds of ‘their” own,

ﬁve fchemes of trade and ma-

enter "rafhly on C*{ten

nufaétures, ive
nfe t _rnany calamxtous bankxuptc1es, _whrch othet-
wde would not happen. In thls ‘manner it 'would

.... ' i'r traders, wh1le

thofe';inlv would fuder by its ‘operation who' mxght '

o

do harm’ to others by con it

longer. L R
But affeﬁlnents may be 1a1fed on ‘i‘ric'ome,""thh‘

’out di vulgmo the c1rcum{tances ;
they re placed and at the fame tlme ‘Be fully equal
to the, views whrch‘ it. has been the obJe& of thefe

‘;obfervatxons chlefly to ) mculcate, that of every ’

ffcheme of publxc tamtlo "b‘emg made to a& upon
al h ‘wherev 'y it may be placed The plan which

jis

:parlra'rrlent has. lately thoug\ht‘ﬁt to adopt, for' ra1ﬁng

\Hi ;H

a tax upon 1ncome, 'may, 'erhaps, on trlal be
. * EREESS
found to anfwer, the purpofe ;. for no xmportant mea<

‘fure, fo extenﬁve 1n its appllcanon as tlus mu{’c Be,
can

ing:'to” do buﬁnefs‘

‘f"t‘hofe on ‘whom
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can be ﬁurly Jjudged of by any,other teft than that of
experience, . But, at firft view, it, appears to b'.lla—‘
ble to fome materlal ob]e&lons. ERTET I
To obhge men_to fet forth thelr mcomes f'or the |
purpofe of belnc aﬁ”eﬁed is not only 1mpoﬁng a dtf—

| aoreeable tafk on all who may be liable to the- ope-

ration of the fcheme ; but by appointing every man
to. aé't the part of an aﬂ'eﬁbr on himfelf, whxle powers
are given to others to contradr& what hc may aﬁert,
confequences of' an. unpleai’ant kmd will be, apt to
fucceed, whrch ona dlﬁ"erent plan, mlght be pre- |

“ vented., Thls mconvemence mlght be . guarded

acamﬁ and perhaps, all the advantaoes of the

| fcheme retamed ‘were thls part of it to be rever{'ed

by appomtmo aH‘eﬁ”ors to aﬂix the fums whxch mdt—
viduals thould pay, mﬁead of obhgmc thofe who are
aiTeﬁ"ed to appear in it for any other purpofe than
that of adducmg ev1dence of thexr bemcr overcharged
when this thould be the cafe. e '

.../The commlﬁloners f'or carrymo the aft mto eﬁ'e&

: are not fufﬁcrently numerous : lnﬁead of bemg i
'chofen for counties or largeidxl’tu"ts, they fhould be
.parochral
:nu_bers wrll not be afcertamed In ‘a great pro-
_portion of c '
;known to each other, ~or w1th no’ great trouble of

her 1fe the wealth of very conﬁderablc

e

afes the mt:omes of parlfhtoners aré wéll
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“With the view of obviating thefe and other’ ob~
- jeétions, to which- the fcheme appears to be liable,
various regulations will probably from time to time
be both' propofed and adopted. ' But if a plan could-
be devxled ‘which on its onfet would be morc hke- '
ly to' anfwer the purpofe, a good deal of inconve-’
- nience, ‘and perhaps alfo confiderable lofé, might be
- guarded againft; by adopting it at once.” -In fome
‘circumftances’ the following outlines of a plan for
this purpofe may be found' to. merit attention. CAr
leaft,” the principles on which it is méant to 2l will
probably be approved of, as they are not only fair
and ‘equitable, and likely to anfwer the expe&atxons ‘
of governtrient, but they have already,  although on
a fmaller feale, been found to fueceed after a long
courfe of experience.. R S
: 1. Let the inhabitants of every partfh be. dmded
into claffes; each clafs to confift of the followmg
orders of the people who refide i it;’ namely, land-"
holders, farmers, proprictors of houfes and mmes, '
A merchants, bankers, manufaé‘turexs,' annuitants of
evety kind, whether clergymen, oﬂicers in the army
and ‘navy, or others, and thofe who live upon xn-
come from money, wherever it may be placed
, 2. Let aﬂ’eﬁ‘ors be appomted from’ ‘each of thefe
clafles, in proportion to the numbers of Wthh they
confift; one affeffor for eaeh clafs, when it does not
- exceed” two “hundred; two affeffors” for each clafs
conﬁ{hng of any numbcr betwcen two hundred and
« S " fve
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five hundred with a proportxonal number of affef-} B

fors for all addlttonal numbers. . o
3. Thefe aﬁ'eﬂ'ors not to be appomted by goverm-

| ment, but to be the fair reprefentatives.of the claffes
-and elected: by them, by .
which . much dtfcontent ‘would be- prevented ‘that -,
It may alfo, with this .
view, prove an ufeful regulation to change one; -per- ..
haps two, of .the whole number of aﬁ‘eﬁ"ors of each,i:_:

to whxch they belong,

otherwxfe rmorht take place.

parith’ Vcarly

4. Let it be ﬁxed by a& of parhament what thc,-,_.
aﬁ'eﬁ'ment on property for the year is to be ; whether
an elghth tenth ﬁxteenth, or whatever the exigen- : |
‘cies of the ﬁate may: require; with a reference to -

thefe parochlal commtﬁloners or affeffors, who would

. very commonly affix with much accuracy- and,cqua-f :

lity what every individual in their feveral parifhes
fhould pay: As they would in. general be the moft

refpectable people of every parifh, and -poffeffed, -
as men of  this kmd commonly are, of all ‘the local
knowledge of thelr dlﬁrl&s, with full time to pro-
fecute _inquiries for the purpofe, where the forttnes -
of xndlvxduals mlght be -uncertain, - few. mﬂtancesg
‘would oceur, of their bemcr wrong. it gy
The i mcomc of all profeﬂlonal men, of thofe whofe |
: wealth conﬁ&s in land or money, _of manufa&urers, e
_and even the proﬁts of traders, would in almoft
every mﬁance, be eaﬁly known by commlﬁioners;,f :
ehofen by themfelves, and reﬁdmc 1n, the, dxf’m&
but, as it mxghc frequently be dlﬁicult ] afcertam
: the
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the proﬁts of farmers, who feldom judge it. neceﬂ'ary
to kcep thexr accounts, wn:h accur acy, and whofe ex~
: penccs gcncrally remain. more ﬁxed and. ftatiopary
' than thofq of other. laffes of men ;. inftead, of levy-:
ing 2, fhare of the, profits of - farmm .a poundage
' mxght be placcd upon the whole rental of the:nation,
and be nmade, to apply to farms. of ‘every. fize and-in
- every.{ ﬁtuatxon, for, if thofe of cxtenﬁvc rents, .are
affeq‘ed thc very fmalleft in the kmgdom fhould be
taxed in, the fame - proporuon, otherwife. thofc by
’ whom, thcy are pofieffed would be. ‘enabled to_ fell,

even in the fame, market, every. article of their pro=
duce at a lower rate than others; could do by whom
this high. aﬁ'eﬁ"ment on . income . fhould be pald
When it might be meant to. levy a tenth: part of. the

income: of the. reft of the nation, it: -might be left.

with the parochlal affeffors to levy. from, thrcc-pcncc
to two fhillings in the pound on. farmers; . for while,

in fome fituations, -the - proﬁts of, farmers. may be

- fuchas to. ‘admit of - their - paymg two . thillings, an.

cxaé’t tenth in others, -even. in. the: fame. pam{h, an

cighth part. of this might beall that:they could afford.

- Placing. affefiments on; farmers, according to the

amount of their rent, is:a plan that wxll not-probably
anfwer; for while fome, from. being low. rented;
might be fufficiently able to pay them,: others, even

of the fame extent.of -rent; might find it 1mpoﬁ‘1blc.

- Some farms, even of cxtcnﬁve rents, inftead of yield--
ing proﬁt, are, from various caufesy; attended iwith
great lofs y_carly,_zduung the whole duration. of .the.

leafes
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feafes on which they are'held’; and others, in ordet
to'bécome ultimately piodu&xve’”rcqmrc not*ohly"
all'their produce iti''the: ‘mean tithe to’ be"cmployed~'
in: their ‘imptovement, but- iargc addltional fums
hkcwxfe.v To lcvy a-high tax,"or" mdeed any aﬁ'cﬂ‘-'
ment whatcver, ‘on farms' in thxs ﬁtuatxon, whefhcr
in the oc‘a‘;upatlol‘xr of fax*mers or propfietors;’ is "ottt
afTurcdly improper. It: muft not ‘only opetate “in”
the ot powcrful maniet: agam& the: 1mprovemcnt'
of lahd) 4nd' would' thus be: produ&xvc of ‘very dif=-
trefsfuil” canfe "q’Uences to ‘the whole  nation 5 'but-tov
“thofe mdiwduals, ‘who;“i in'fuch: ctrcumﬁances, ‘Hotild®
be:forced to pay affeffments; it would:’ besidn “agt
of ‘the ; greateﬁ: inequality and mydhce‘ oy ‘while
the ‘cléar i iticomne-only’ iwould b taxed of évery other
clas. of the: commumty, farmers would- be chargedf
on' 4t article’ productive of great: lofs. > As 'weélt
mlght merchants’ be vafleffed on' the: number and

L magmtude of ithe ﬂnps ‘which' they employ; and not

onithe income -which they dérive from them. - Nor
will the agricultural’ part ‘of ‘the : ‘nation be- faitly or
properly dealt with; -if :their proportlon of: thc tax
now to beraifed’ upon mcomc, be'not levied: on thieir -
clear revénue only;: and. fiot on. that vague mdcx of
their:wealeh;’ the. amount ofirents, - 0 oo e
A more uncertain *mode could not perl 1aps havc&s
been fixed:-on for, obtaining a knowledge:of the pros:
fits ‘of farmmg than the heigtic ‘of rents; forithe pro«'
fits of farmis: depend “on:warious caufes, altogetheér .

mdcpondenc oftrénty! “and- ‘tofally: unconne&ted with™

D N - the |
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the real yaluc of the grouudl.  In s 874 mealiee affeflihehe on: farmers, as well as on Proprlctors ‘who
thcy,‘depend on the kil of the 1n:lw1duals by whom P N
‘they. feffed, M h depénds on;th . occupy their; own- gfounds, would be, to put. itin
t eyia‘re po_ e] eéi ! uil eien 5 or:i € amo(;lm‘i. the fpower ‘of the commiffioners or aiTeﬂ'ors, to: levy‘“
capitals e;cnp oy€ fmht em,h ang. 3 great al. & certdin proportlon of thmr clear mcome, elther by’
,czxrcum ances,1 uc das r[tlb eir . csnugulty tO{: a poundage in the ‘mannet that [ Havd: pxopo fe d or'
ot e sondgupinoads 1o infany’othef that may be judged beiters but i ho
». and: the 1tate o m{lance 0 charge them with taxes merel in pf |
tax farmers, therefore, on xthe ameunt of thCll‘ rents,,; portxon o thelr rents and Wher Yﬁ }[: 0~:

) C no pro ts ave

when tl’lClI’ mcomes depend on ia- great vanet,y'. be ,
‘ | éen’ made. LIf this part of the income. a& be not
and combmanon of other caufes; . as. itis @ mea- lmme dlately altere d, fuch 0 checle Wlll be 00 .
fure that, has probably been adopced ha{hly, without gwe to

4dyertmg to the effecls. of it,.fo. there is reafon to. acncultural lmprovemencs, o they never be{ &
perlenced ‘anid - from the.. 1nﬂuence of Wth they
hope,.t that tlns part of the plan for raxﬁng our. future,_ | m’:’iy “‘deife’r‘ %perha' S cov I
fupplies upon 1ncome,wxll be: altered w1r11 all poffible. Sfuay never periaps cr"‘" t Certamly?
dx(patch Landholdexs are: more efpecxally mterc{’ced
10, !;lns alterauon, for 1f 1t do not; take plate,{the..
whole amount of - the a{TeITment W1ll ;fpeedily.. fall
vpon . them, and: not upon;, farmers. A moderate
tax would every. where be: cheexfully paxd by. farm— '
ers, were. it to.be; leyied witha due reoard to: equahty.
of income; but, if this be not kept in views.. and.if
aﬁ"cﬁ“ments are to be. raxfed oh them whether they
, derwe proﬁt or mcur lofs by their

ﬁands,uthe moﬂ: rumous con(equences would enfue

from 1t. 1t would put an 1mmedlate f’cop to the moﬁ: :
of thofe orounds, whxch hxtherto, from a deﬁcxency
‘of funds, and’ from the’ great expence ‘with whxch '
opcratlons of ‘this kind; are . attended;, have in a
great part of the’ k‘n;:dom been allowed o remam
in a ftate of ‘nattre. . For. a long time paﬂt it has
:becn doubtful Whethex the 1mprovement of' orounds

r I,'poﬁ"cﬁions,“ they
Wlll . the ﬁrﬁ plac'e deﬁ{t from all farther 1rnprovc-‘
ments, and ﬂfcelwards remove - '_1t11 the1r capltals,;
exther to fome other country,'or t other profeﬂions
fu: home, wluch oovernment h ll 'udge to be morel

, worthy of then prote&lon. g

Thc mqi’cﬁeﬁl& .al
fnch ae fatal oceures

“in this" ﬁtuanon can be carned on ‘with any profpe&:
‘ ‘of advantage’ to propnetors or nol,‘ owxng o the

ny ""iof ﬂguardmg agamﬁ;
and o{ ralﬁnt‘r a, reafppabh
' ‘ affeffment

D 2 g - owere
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-were 1t not‘to be ’altcred ali fuch parts of “the Aa-

v pur‘futts. _
art 'of he a& a partxaf alreratton has
taken place,

Farmiers i Scotland are 'to be charged upon therr :

incomes in ‘the fame manner with ' other’ people,
4whxle, m England ‘and Wales, they are o pay ac-

cordmg to the amount of ‘their. rents, ‘whether they
_',_,,_,‘tve proﬁt or - lofs from therr poﬁ'eﬁions, ‘as‘all
propnetors of Iand are ]lkCWlfL to do for fuch parts

| ther for the pur pofe of imy ng :
v othcr view. As the whole of thts mut’c"!have arrfen

from mtf’take, exther from 1ts bemer "’ha{hly done,

' or from want of comrnun ,atton with" country gen«.

\ qmre only to be adam 100 ed ¢ ver |

was erht thh recrard to Scotland ,1t'(mu{’c neceﬁ'anly
be o for ‘every. part of the fealm ; to the whole

of whtch L fhould be: made tol apply, 4nd to'have in

- view ! equally the mcomes “arifi g from lands whether\
| occupled byﬁfarf ers or'p'ropr‘cp |
5. Wit

he view of preve tmg thof mconVC-

mences Whlch mxcht anfe from ‘error ‘on the part of
: : the

'xyould be concealed

' hc alteratton ‘to -

¢ 53 ) ..
the aflefiors, - thofe who ma.y fufpeé\: that they are

‘whtch the, aﬁ'eﬁ'ors choofe to have fet “forth
their information, and" for the exprefs“"

proving that their aﬂ'e{’"ments ﬂlould e f ’_ A
6., Appeala fhould be- ‘permitted from the decr-
fions . of the parochtal affeffors: wrth whtch View,
ﬁve commxﬁioners fhould - be appomted “for* éich
county, each of Whom fhould poﬁ’efs at léaft’ three
hundred pounds {’terlmg of clear mcome in’ thé c6 tﬁnty ;
and thel'r‘_‘ decifions fhould be’ ﬁnal e

In order t0. prevent concea]ment of” ’property,
or, mli’tatement of fa&s, a forfmture fhould1 ‘be'in-

‘curred of all property and fums of i money whlch mdt—‘
- _vaduals might endeavour to eonceal ‘dnd” 1f this

fhould be‘made_ to apply to_ all fuch attempts, “and

A

to, take place ‘it ny | future pertod ‘when'a drfcovery

f f fhould happen to be made, httle 6r nd wealth

D S f'l .'.

8, If it fhall be "udg, d proper enttrely to’ ¢oncéal

_,\the fums thh which 1nd1y1duals may ‘be aﬂ'eﬁ‘ed ‘as
.,well as thel refult of thofe”pamcular momrtes whtch

would
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_would -attach to. eveéry. breach of: théir engagement,
' few ' rfnone would:ever be heard of.i o
T By;thefe andi other: 'regulatlons, whlch a fuﬁi,
crenrr trial of' the feheme would fug ge{‘c every Ob_]CC-
3t wthh it.may. appear to. .be hable,‘would

_be eaﬁly,done away. - Noriis it on. theory orypecu~
]atron“that;vthrs obfervatxon is. founded w1th fome

varrety and,',mprovements, it is nearly the fame with
th, whrch has lonc been preferred rn Holland -as

denommatlon of what is there termed Stent, mo
precrfely on the prmcxples whlch I ‘hay e
“tured to; fuggeft RPN .
{/""Affeﬁ'ors, or, I’tent-ma(‘ters, ‘,as they are i rmed rn
Scotland are ele&:ed yearly, one from every ;rade,
w;th powers to, ]evy 3 certain fum upon the commu-
nlty, whlch they do by a charge on every 1nd1v1dua1,
“according to' what they beheve tobea. certaxn _pro-
~portion of his clear i 1ncome. ‘And wrth fuch equahty 18
) ltz done, that although every perfon Is entrtled Lo apply

althouah the fum rarfed m thrs manner- xs conﬁder-‘

HsIRIRTe NS

iny, one

for. redrefs who thrnks that he 1s overcwaroed and ‘

_“’ahlpeé,‘ may bemg charged ‘year]y:to the extent\of

r.b?}?&- sarealayesd |

" comes under ﬁxty pounds,
“of thé national. wealth w1ll yreld nothing:
- 1"much reafo “to beheve, that no’ clafs m the com-

:iiorated 1
:‘far iabave that of’ ‘the?’
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“ahdyFeven” i ‘that cafe}’ the pel‘fon ‘who' adduced thc
complamt did:riot"thirnk’ proper ‘to! prhceed with'i it

T he ‘taxation ‘'of income, therefore, feems not’ only

o poffels ' many’ 1mportant"adVantaoes Sver - every
‘f‘otheh

‘pofed, bt s miy be ¢afily carried’ mto e, withott
“lthe fifk of the income: of: idividiald bemmdrfelofed )
-'5and with’ fcarcely a pofﬁbrhty of its berno evadéd
i But that: thrs, or any fimilar fcheme, ’
"fthe purpofe of ralﬁng Iarge fupphes, it iho/uld not

plan-iof. raifing iioney’ that' has'yet been pro-

2 anfwer

very conﬁderab]e part
whrle, ther ¢

mumty ean fo eaﬁly aﬁ"ord a moderate rate of aﬁ‘eﬁl

) ment ae thofe by whom lncomes of thrs kmd are
& Tlll of iate 1t appeared to be 1mp1 oper to place :
“dny’ farther aﬁ’eﬁ'ment on. people in the fower: 1’Latrons
“of life
Cat another may be qurte the reverfe.v»
i even rof thefe la{‘c two years, the ﬁtuanon of manu—

103

But what at “one time * may be e‘rpedt nt,
In the couxfe

by their; wageS' havrnc_r nfen in'a proportron

D 4 although

eceﬁ‘anes of life;; fo" that, :
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akhough mcomes of .this: extent. -ought ‘noet to: be

hlghly taxed . they, ougbt funely to:be: fo in:a; cmzam :

Tproportxon. Vs -
¥ Indepcndentx of »q;hcr
pcoplc in . th«lS‘ Situation. bemg affefled, . there: :J870he
-which, Ihcws it-to-be.even -for-their-intereft - chat,’; it
Ihould bef {o.. Ifitheir property: be not: dnre&lys saxed
lm thlS manner, affeflments will:-neceflarily: falt;on
- them i in, fpmc ;other, - and probably with;more diftrefs
and.expence, -as, lately was the-eafesin. theahlgh addi-
: t;opg,j duty laid upon:: falt. .:So.thaty -nthis VieWs it
- would not be complained of, even: by;the lower claffes

of labourmg people, ‘who - would :however- fubmlt o

to,it, thc ‘more readily, . were. they.to; fce thatilarger
_ mcomes were affeffed proportionally to: their: ‘amount,

.and on a. ﬁmllar fcale of gradation ‘withtheiriown,

They, muft know: that -people of - highiincome:can
afford to pay.mote in proportion; than: thofe, of - Jefs
Wcalth and, as they. muft likewife know, thata much
larger: affeffment might-be obtamed from the opu-
lent, merely by making them hablcéto the operatxon
of;the fame principle of taxation, (they would-be'in-
ducedito. conceive, were this to take: iplace;’ that the
_whole fcheme was:more/ equitableiand juft mnwapo-
plication than otherwife they may iprobiably-beyoixi:
ge N o:fufficient.teafon. -has ever. beemcoffered f»swby.
~ people:cof. large~income.sare mot to -besaflefled:in
different; degrees proportionedito! theitamoudt, while
all: fma.ll incomes; from-fixty. to: twog hqndred pounds,
 are, meantto-beitixed-insthiy anner,l1i<df>incomées

I T

..V.,cafens for thc _.IIICQIDQan \
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of two hundred poupdsare affefled to: thie e extent’ of a
tenthpirt, <while: thofe:of fixty pound@ pay otly:a
hundred and’ twentieth: part of theu' amomnf, ahdd &l
intermediate ‘fums prdpomona]ly Tefst thidh! tbc ﬂrft :
ofothefe fimns. do; > thofe By whotn ‘théy aré’
wilkfee no goodcavfe forthe faie feale'of! gradahoh
not: gomg farther.s 1 1e- miglit 'apply, perhaps, éven

~with tnore prOpnety to large thin to fivall 4 incothet’;
in o' far as the latter” may,im"genefal‘ ‘be* fuppofcd to

o

be little. moré than' equal fo"the armount ‘of theé"

‘mon niceffaries of lifes an obfchatxén whicH bec*orhtrs
1efs applicablé to” incomes -of the* hwher ordierg m
«degrees proportioned to their amount. - ‘

:mWith'thedview; therefore,  of igiving far ther eﬁ"eé’c ,

toithe: planyand fitisfa@ion ‘to:thofe ‘in ‘the lower: and

middleranks of life; an-obje&t of imuch imporrance in

every. meafure of taxation, gradations’ of: affeffinent

fhould take : place on:all high-incomes; from what-
ever: fource they may:proceed. =It-may;. perhaps;
be;judged reafonable; to. allow:the fame rate:of rtax-

ation;; for. EXamplq ia; tenth; if that fhall fdem:to-be

fufficient, -to apply to-alkiincemes from two hundred-
pounds to,-thafe 6 a,thaifandy- ot even. to:fich as

amount: to fifteem; hundred pounds 5 for-the fadkt:is
‘ ‘undoubced ithati-allsother tafieffments are- paidiinia

greaterproportion,i-and -are therefore ‘more feverely

'fel‘t by, ‘people of this extent:of>income;. 'fnox"c‘"'c'fpe‘-‘
-¢idlly.1by:: thofé: whofe ‘revenues :run - fromurfivel to

feveniandieighichundred: pmmds, than'’ ufuallyifis

the-cafet ‘eisher :with- fortunes> ‘of:: larg@ amount, ot
: B with -
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with: thofe of much fmaller extent:: Buit; ' when it is
~agreed-on;i thas,incomes from two. hundred: pounds
-toififteen: hundrednarc +t0: betaxed a-tenth, by an

eafy. gradation;: tthe: more: wcalthy fhould:pay a ninth,

& ninthand chalf3ian eighth, an eighth and halfy and
fo;on, till ~thofe.in' the: higheft clafs: thould pay a
5 ﬁfth a,fo;;r;ll, or; 1perbaps even a third Whlch fome
_came: handfomely forward and paid in;their voluntary
{ubferiptions of . laft-year ;. fome, for-.a: fingle yeat
only, but others, with.the- promlfe of givingan-equal
fumz yearly during the war. ..So that-whatfome have
thus generouﬂy .and. frcely -done; -ought: not-£o: ‘be
‘confidered by others, in-equal opulence;. as, 1mpropcr.
Nay;in:.common :juftice to- thofe. whoysthus: came
freely forward, :when their-country was-in: .danger; an
aflefiment to- thlS amount: fhould be placed upon all
WhO dd not Goopeiy S L Tt T .
.- On -this; or. fome othc:r plan .upon: ﬁmllan prmcx—
plc;s, a fum may.be ;ye_ar]y,,lemcd from' the income of
Great Britain, fufficient, as:there:is:reafon to believe,
not:merely for'carrying:.on:the war;~but for .every
otheripurpofe . for *which. it: cans be:required. -.:But,
that: the: fum to ‘be « procured by itimay: be-fill and
efficient, the plan’ muft;be:madeitorapplys rasil=shave
alveady repeatedly:obferveds; and W'hich*cantrm\ be.too
muchs kept in view, :to every: Kind;! and almoft ito
every degree; of:incomes i ik [ T R

- By: the:.adt: of»parliament rccentlynpaﬁ‘ed for ahe -

taxation: of income;  various. exemptigns:are;s. indeed;
dongaway; which, werevfbund to.do: hargy:in:levying

R , , . the
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lhe affcﬁ'cd taxes of laﬂ' year, Stlilr ’hoWe‘v‘er,’"“'tco

p of focwty arc to be aIIeiTed maany degrce, nor: thofc
dngthe: hxghef’c or moft: wealthy claffes dinspropottion
o their incomes,: the. amount will iprobably fall far -
fhort of the fum thatis wanted. Ivbecoriesj therefore, - -
-2 moft-important obje&t torhavesthis kept friGtly'in
-view, -and- that no - argument thould be' ‘allowed : to

‘have influence in‘fetting “a'meafure of {uch iioment

- afide,ill the plan itfelf has been: fatrly put to'the teft

of i€ expcrlcnce. The very life and fpirit of the fchiéme

~depends. on';income.:of  every kind beingriequally
-affeffed.” :Eoxthat; if the ‘moﬁ"COhﬁdcrab‘le“f)ﬁrt ‘of
-the: nation; in point of number, together withs thr
~moft:wealthy; fhall either be entirely exempted;:or.
‘_not«,..fuﬂicren_t]y taxed, it will neceflarily fail from!the

firft outfet.” Whereas, if a well-digefted ~plan ‘be
«eftablithed;: byowhich  every: clafs in . fociety fhall

.be :taxed -on fair. and equal principles, - zihd* noiim- -
-proper - exemptions: permitted, : it ‘will- not only:an-

{wer the. purpofe, ~of giving :full :fecurity to: the ‘na-

.tion, byrmaking:ivknown: to all,  that-our:refourdes
- are inexhauftible; vbut-no: part of the: commumty w;ll n
;have‘reafon to; complam of ity iy sy g ainld

sl would 'not-even ladmit of excmptidns‘ on atcoutis
;,_of children, Pérfons poffefied of largé incomes:do

not require it; while manufacturess: éndiibﬁhefr§'>\"i-n

the inférior ranks of fodietyiarenow relieved: of ‘the

cxpence anﬁng fromichildren” by thef'whoéS‘thch :

'they are, even'at! anzeﬁrlyupenod of life, ériabled to
R - gain.




'gthezr incomes might amount.”
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-gain. * 'With' the: fame' ‘propriety: pCOpICﬂmlght ex-
pet to beréxethipted froth duties ‘oni"falé," foap, ale,
:and.wine ;- for'it ‘ought always'to bé kept in- vu:w, rand
‘be ftrongly ineuléated; that the taxition: 6f income:is

'\ inftead : of farther aﬁ'eﬁ'ments oni thefe:‘and: other.ar- -
- ticlés of conl‘umpnon ;tand: therefore; thaty in order
to render it ef‘ﬁcmnt ‘it fhould:: be madc to” apply in

the fame manner. t - e sl i
Peo*“k in the lower claITcs of hfe are ‘fiot com-

\monly ‘more unreafenable than " others) If. ‘they

are” taxed -bythis ot any ‘other: plan,. ‘above: ‘what
they can’ bear, *they - will- neceffar:ly complam,

and - theu' complamts ‘ought tobeheard.i;: They

‘would,: more efpecially, ‘have good' éaufer tos com-
plam, 1f they fhould fee that people! of 1arge: fortunes
did. not pay in: proportxon to the amourit”of 'them.
But if they fhould find that, whilé'a perfon of twenty

spounds of i income does not pay - more* than a fox‘tleth ‘

partof i ll’, “others of large fortune. ‘aré’ obliged “to
contrxbute a third or; fourth' part: of ‘their" e*ctenﬁve
reverives; inftead “of compla\mng, they would. ap-
‘plaud -and fup;,ort a’ plan fromm: ‘which they would
‘perceive that. very’ important: advantages would ‘ac-
crue to the whole nation i and, iniithe” operauon of

:g?whlch that the:moft complete Juf’ucc would:be done

10 perfons in every condition;’ ancl o’ whatever extent

Vi "

*"There is'no reafony thcrefore, ‘to be afrald of OP-

- :_poﬁnon “from’ people of finall incomes, to any-plan
,of finance that may be’ fobnded on thefe principles.

6 | - And,

- not: perhaps 1o,

;nu;tants,
- income grifing i from -permanent funds;, although,

(o6 )

And’,?ﬁ;;'étlth()twgh-s:.a few, pofiefled: of: great for Tunes,

may at:firft complain:of . their affefiments, they i will

foon probablyfind;: when the ogeramon jof i the. plan
takes effeét inall:its. - parts, - pasticularly ﬂom 1ts s

fluence <in: reducing the pr ice-of labeur. anc’rall jthe

néceflaries: ;of lifes that-even they fmd, t‘xen; ;famxhc:s ._
willoultimately. be. aehcved by it.. Lo ‘

I -cannot, howcver, bring thxs part of our fuh;e&
ro .a conclufion. thhout rcmarkm .that, although

all .income: fhould be aﬁeﬁed in; proportxon 1o its

amounty: yet,:-in ﬁxmg the. proportions, it. wquld be

fair. and proper that the nature of : the, funds {hould
‘be kept in:view from, whence i 1ncom¢s, ‘an{é, do thgt
.the rate to.be l;vxcd upon;: each mloht in:fome mea-

{ure; depcnd ‘on, theqpermanency of. t;he fqurcc from

;whlc:h they, progeed:.. . Thus,. if it be Judced ‘pto-

pex:to;-levy.a. tengh of all, the income of: the [ na-

tion ,arifing: fmm\,permanent ﬁmds, fuch as land
,,houfcs, mines, and money reahfcd on. mortgacre or
" in; apy;; iother,;manner ;- income of thc fame; cxtcnt
,arlﬁng,from the dally exertion; of 1nd1v1duais m thcxr
;varxom profeﬂions,“as bcmg mere., unccrtam, oucht

pay..more. than a: ﬁﬁ:eenth
-Seme-deduétion {hould likewife be made to an—
'who ought net:to. pay 0. much as is 1¢vxed

in equity, they 1hould .pay., more_ than . profeﬂion 2]

mer;, whofe mcomcs, are; ;not,\ouly more., uncertain

,than annuities, qommonly, are,,: bu; Tequire t;hc,pcr-

e

foz;al attendanpe andyls abour. of thofc;iby whom. they

arc

By
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e
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it appear that this caniibe aveided  till: the operation-
of ‘the : tax: ‘which' ive-are now confjdering has:been
camed fully into effect; for whichia.period:of two..
or. more :yeags.will be:. requlred, together with: fuch -
amendménts as ‘tinle’ and’:experience. will péint out:
in thie: fcheme newly adoptcd by parhamer;thfor lay--’
mg dteonst ot e o

- The Calculauon madc» byqu. tht of the Amount -

of the yearly revenue of Great Britain is, thatit exx -
~ tends to one hundred and two' nnlhons,iaftcr dedi-
Jinga’ fifth fromthexents ofland, and other articlés, for
the cxemptxon of thofeswhofe incomes:do: »notfextend '~

I (62 )

i are:pofleffed 3 a!confideration: of the ‘mioft :ferios

‘ importancevinfixing the: difference of affeffments
onthevincomme of profeflional ‘men, ‘when' compared
with* thofe: arifibg from’ permanent’ property : thus;

- whiler clergyimen, ‘officers in the navy and army- whoﬂ
havel retired from’ duty,’ and other annuitants of mio-
derate incomes, may be able to pay {mall aﬂ”eﬁ'ments, ‘
it would- be unreafonable, ‘and - therefore'i 1mproper,
to *make  themliable' in-equal payments ‘with thofé
whofe momcd or: landed propertles yleld a’ rc‘gula&' :
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pear to be improper, " thiata! f'armer, gtvmg his pers
fonal attention‘and careé; thould pay e‘qually w1th fhe -

proprietor; or that the uncertain™incone ‘of 2 a-mer:

chant, lawyer,” or-any other profefliofial’ man; whofé
wealth'dépends Upon his daily exertions; “and whofé
family may be left'pcrhaps n 'pover‘ty‘at3 ‘hi’s‘deé‘tﬁ"
fhould be equally taked with thofe’ whofe money in -

the funds, or on:bonds completely fecured, yield them

regtlar incomes. of a fimilar .amount, while!ithe’ ¢a<
pitals from whence thefe:i incomes proceed rcmam“'

equally valuable as ‘before. = @ <. SEIRT A ERE
- Wee . hdve now. to conﬁder thel: probable vamoum:

of «theirnational: income; - thh amcw to this or-any
other a{fcﬂ'mcnt wuh whxch it may© hereaftel be--

'charged TR PP TA% SR RNTA 00 b

“In fchxs it s obvxous that miuch: uncertamty m'uﬂ:'ﬂ
~ prdvall  from* that : deficiency of 'data "which ‘foF 4~
conﬁderablr tiine'wé muftlabousbnderi 1 Not does
TR lt

to: ﬁxty pounds. vThcrc is .much reafon,showcvér, to

/hope,fthat on. trial;it:willibe found greatlytoiexceed

this. - The mxmﬁer himfélf; indeed;: feems to: think -
that. it will ‘do: {03, “although-he is. certainly-right, till
the fadt istafcettaified; in- ‘making:.fulljallowance for
all fuch’ dcﬁcxencms -as there:is reafon:tofuppofe may .
take plaCC. i S g edeo ,* e f(.';f-.:‘i;‘ .m,"‘
~Hor. fcveral years' pa& ta portlon ofi :my fime has
occaﬁonally.~. been:ioccupied i with: inquiriesi-of:ithis -
kind:;: from all-of which. I have been induced to be- -
lieve):that the: aggregate of ‘our national income will
be. found -donfiderably: to exceed ‘two . -hundred: mil-
lions. .. Thie dataj~indeed, -on which this:calculation’
is-founded ,_:r;e’ire‘z;nci_ther “fo:ifull : nor -fatisfaétory as I

could wifh them to be.: Nor is it poflible, in a:pub-

lication.of this-extent;ta'g give thern sieven as they are,
in that fullidetail which,the; importance sof the:fub=.
;e& Lmayﬁ appcarn;m requlre.f « Lfhall: -thereforei.at

Lot e 0L e st prefent
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pmfenz;only mention, generally, -the refult of -thefe

inquiries,deaving iit. to. time and farther obfervanon
tohewhwhether ithey are well founded or not. -+~

- sFhe zental iofi Janded ‘property in England is e{ﬁa \

mated:by. Mr Ritvat twenty: millions ; -and- for Scotd

‘land at:fivesmillions;. after:: dedué’tmg a fifth’ for the

purp0fc which -has’ already been ftated ;- the whole,

including;: ”thls ﬁfth, amountmg thcteforc tp thlrty
- millions: P o AL

+hé. refult: of my: mveﬁlgatxon, however, leads

‘~mé Airmly: to believe;  that it - exceeds: this by one '
third,and iextends: therefore-to forty: millions. - Up-

wards. of -athuridred years ago, it was'el’umated by
the beft caléulators of the tiines; at fourteen mxlhons,
and-few. will.doubt of  its'being now :more 'than tre-
ble of whatever. the amount: of it ‘at that time may
have :been;:particularly -as Scozland, and a grcat‘

part of the horth of England; were’ then ‘of fuch tri-

fling value as fcarcely to be taken' into-the account;

althoug‘h‘ndv'v‘ improved to.4: grcat'éitéht." “Infome

éf.the:rich provinces-of the -fouth;'in: ‘which" cultivas

tion:took place ::more early, rents “have not rifen in
this proportion ; but there is: much reafon'to’ bc:hcve,‘

that in;the nation at large; thcy havc done fo, -

- As an-additional' proof, . hchvcr, of this cﬁtmatc -
of the rents of land béing near the truth, it will, .on
farther mveﬁxganon, 1. bchcw:, be found that thef"'

'_land-tax, -inftead ‘af - amounnng to"-two’ {hxllmgs m'f_f’
theipound; asfome havé fuppofed is the cafe; does’ not
exceed one’ fhilling ;- I'.ratl{gcrhthmk that it Js‘fomc—f

whatlefs. In fome parts, indeed, of the kingdom
. ~ . it

( 65 )

it runs from three; ﬁnllmgs to nearly sfoury: evenion:
the actual Tent. ' But; in a2 great: iproportion:-ofiithe’
whole, .it.does, not-amount to:onei:fhillingvand: iy~
penge 5; whxlc An fome . e\:tenﬁve: diftwiétsjiparticu-
lagly,in., man) -parts: of Northumbcrland %Y orkfhire, .
Weltmoreland,.. Cumberland, - and:a’great vpart:of:
Scotland,.it does not. exceed. fourpence. Nay; many.
do..not .pay,.more’ ;than- twopence. By which the:
average of the whole is fo much reduced, that:itwill
not probably. be:found. to. exceed the fumithat I:have -
mentioned, +.On thxs conﬁderanon, therefore, :as wvellr
as othcxs, wluch <cannot.in this. place ‘bé-enumerated;
1 havc no, hefitation .in faying,: that. the land-i mcomer
of Grcat Britain, is.not lefs than forty millions.: -

The. authoncy of, Mr Arthur Young; . the- cele=
brated improyer and. author, who,.at- thc timé:when:!

he SFOte, behey;d tllat the land tax: a'nountcd to. . -

. fen ed more; conﬁdqacxon 1f he ha.d .written. latcly. :

Lut, 35,.twentyfive:, -years ‘have. elapfed. fincg: Mr. '
Young 's- work.on, this: fub_)e& was publithed; durmg

- which. pcnod the; rengs. of land have greatly: mcrcaf-u.- '

ed,.often to, more, than double their former amount;.
lxowever correét his: opinion « -upon; this :point  may; .
at thar, per qu, have- been;, it cannot-be conﬁdercd s
applicable to czrcumflances a3, tllcy exift at prefent...
Befides, Mr( ‘oung’s mqmrlcs haying clucﬂy taken -

: placc in the. beﬂ; cultivated. parts. of the iland, whcrc

the land -tax, in gcncral 1. hlgh,, there s rcafon o
ﬁxppoﬁ: thac thlSs cxrcu'ni’tancc alone .might - be: the .-
C : ccaufe -
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caufe of his- average of the whole: being:: :confider~-
ably above what it otherwife: would have been, i

-iiThe proﬁts of farming are the next: amclc of ink:
come.that;we fhall notice. - .. 0 ey kol
By thefe are ‘meant the _gain Wthh remams,to
farmers, after paying: their. rents and.expences'; iof
management ; .generally fuppofed to be equalto the -
fums which-they .pay to- the: proprietors.: In fome:
| fituations, the profits of: farmers are. .confiderably:
more than this; but, in others, they are:fo much lefs;
that if five millions are deduted, - being an eighth:
part,of the whole, the. remainder.will probably:be
' near the truths, T hirty-five millions. willy: therefore, -
be the amount. of this part of our income.i . .x iuii:
.The:amount of -tythes will not; probably. bc ]cfs
than five - millions - five hundred thoufand :pounds.:
Income .from money in- the-funds;:’ »about -fifteen -
millions ﬁvc hundred thoufand:pounds. -From mo-:
ney on bonds and - bills, including; the: capxtals em-
ploycd in banks over the whole nation, fix millions..
From the rents of houfes, " fix-millions five hundrcd;

thoufand ppounds. . . The income of. profeffional men;
two millions five hundred thoufand pounds,: From:

canals, ﬁfhenes on: the -fea coafts, and the; -produce -
of .mines - of every defcrxpnon, lincluding-thofe of .
coal lead, and copper, five millions.: -Profits arifing’-
from ‘Eaft. and Weft: India -poffeffions,: andfrom
property in other. countries,: belongirgi:to:iperfons -
who hvc and fpend thcu' fortuncs ins Grcat Britain,

7 .'r)l B ‘ -:ﬁVC“
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five millions.  “And, as this includes the-income of
Irith proprietors! rcﬁdmg in this country, ‘whichof
jefelf has’ ‘commonly been ' rated at:more than 4 mil-
lion a year, it wdl not probably be conﬁdercd as”
highly ftated.+ o IEANTT HL

“The proﬁts of the whole retail: trade of' the: na-‘?'
tion; five ' millions. .- From- the: ‘capital employed:i n

productive ‘fource of ‘national wealth, -the capxtals{'
employed in: dome(’uc trade, and proﬁts of ﬂull and :
induftry, twenty-eight millions, /-

“Having no data for eftimating the laft four artic'!
clesy: equal to' thofe 'which Mr. Pitt muft poﬁéfé, the

his--account: of ‘ their probable extent. " And ‘as all

appear .o be: low; there s reafon to fuppofc that:‘f
thefe may be fo'likewife, - SERE

» properto ftate;’ butﬁwhxch there is reafon to Be. "
lieve;: may ‘with as- much’ certamty be - dcpendcd:‘
upon as any-of the others, I méaf the i incomes of :'
artxﬁcers anid others ot dependmg upon capltals'
fuch-as>are:paid folely for ingenuity and’ labotr to+
thofc in thesinferior: claffesof . hfe, in like ‘minnér:

~ withthefees' and ‘other: payments of profc[ﬁonal
- memin: thevhigher: ranks of: fociety. :

As! all incomes of:fixey pounds and upwards are”

fuppof(:d

forc:gn trade, twelve millions.: ‘And from that™ Very HE

» fums which T-have affixed to them are: ‘taken f'rom .

Mr. Pitt’s eftimates of the other parts of our income -

To thcfe various furns ‘we have ftill'a very ime
portant oné to add; which Mr. Pitt has not thought"‘ )
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{fuppofed ?~‘t<‘)‘f.~6e-’ihcludcd‘ in one"or‘l.ot'he_r. of the ,fcf‘rﬁ_f'
goingftatements; ‘thofe only re main to be comprc‘_-ﬁ |
" hended insthis whichido'not amount to »ﬁx.ty fpoun.dSsj
butyet “of ; fufficient {importance to 'adrrvu‘t k ofbcmg ~
affefled for « the ~“fupport - of  government.... SIXty..

potirids, indeed; are fixed by the act of parliament -
lé‘te’l'jr "fp‘difed for: the “taxation of ‘income;: as-the -

loweft” oni- which - any affeffme nt - fhall “be: placed.

But; for the reafons which T have alré_adytfugge{_‘_c@d, .

a5 well 4s others not neceflary to- enumerate, ‘there
15 fiuch caufe to imagine  that confiderable -advan-

_tage would arife from its being carried-lower 5. nOt
; mierely becaufe the fum which it would raife would -

be -confiderable,” but from 'the ‘influence : 'whi_ch. it
would have on a point ftill more effential, ito: which

T have already had occafion to advert, and to which
the attention of government cannot be too :much . -
directed; I mean the raifing the. value of money,.

and leﬁ'én'ing that of labour. @ = :or

~ The fum which it would produce, wQuld indc?éd :
be very confiderable, owing to the number: being.

great on whom.it would operate. . For, although it
‘micghti'not ‘at firft be expedient- tqzm'gk_egit affect
'thc';-:very Joweft, clafs of incomes ; yet:that clafs of

‘the community whofe income; i.lialthoilgh'-_l:ow,wixs'
fuch as to admit of a fmall: taxation, isivery nu-.

‘merous, -and would ' therefore yield an.extenfive re-

venué; even on- fuch fmall rates being:levied-upon .

" each-as with perfe®t eafe they .can afforduc-Ic

may
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may ultimately, - perhaps,  appear .to *be : the moft-
equitable, and therefore the beft iplan;,.to lé_vy~j;gg;mt?,1 .
derate tax o the income of »all'who do not in‘one
form or another live UpOn»publiC:féh'a‘riity ; nor. would
itbe confidered as improper; even, by : thofe who
poﬂefs?fthef e {fmall incomes, ‘were it not to be carried
farther than hitherto taxes have proportionally been
o‘:n;articlcsvfof: cOnfUmptionl; but at prefent_.WC\;Will:
fuppofe -that  fifteen pounds of clear income is the
loweft 'to -which the affeffment will-be made to ap-
ply s {o that theclafs will include all incomes, from
fifteen to fixty -pounds. | .o e

. It'will be conceived, however, . that the Pnumb:é,rg
in this, or any.other clafs in fociety, cannot be af-
¢erfain¢_d,With:..;preg:iﬁon.i- But I think it probable,
' that the clafs to which I allude does not amount to
lefs: .than two millions. -And my reafons’ for this
- opinion are thefe,= . o |

The population of Great Britain is not-accurately
known. .- But, from the beft and lateft accounts of

it which we poflefs, few. will doubt of its amounting
to ten millions.” Some believe it to be confiderably

more than this.  Others_ think that it is lefs. ~ But.

‘we fhall take it at “ten : millions ; belicving this to
‘be not faxj~iifrom~thcﬂ'truth.‘. S R
“Let this number. be .divided ‘into twentieths ;
each, .containing ;half .2 million 5 let three of - thefe
 ‘parts-be.allowed. for : people . rendered unfit - for
~e$vork,~:(;;by.: age ; and .fo\,u.r_,v for children; one- part
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for men ‘employed: in the army and navy, ‘one’ for
the poor,’ mcludtng ‘thofe recerved into “hofpitals;”
and others’ lrvmg on charrty, and five parts'for thofe
‘whofe" yearly ‘

bably* rather above ‘than below the truth’y {hll the
~remamder, bemg three’ millions, - will- leave two'
rmlhons, for people of that clafs' whofe incomes are
, 'fuppofed to run ‘from fifte¢n pounds’to ﬁxty “Fot,
‘the numbers in all the hrgher and middle fanks of
foc1ety, by whom ‘the” chref expences of oovern-‘:
‘vthofe 1mmedrately below them. ‘Even'i in- thrs coun-
try, this neceﬁ’arrly takes place to a Certain extent,
but not in:any deoree equal 'to” what: happens in

,others m almof’t every other kmOdom of Europe,

dred whofe yearly income exceeds twenty pounds.
thle in Great Brltaln, there is real’on to beheve,
'that one m ten have incomes of not ‘lefs than’ ﬁxty

pounds ; conf’ututmg a drﬁ"erence in favour of the

1nternal ﬁrength of this country, “and’ of ‘the per-

maneney of that con&rtutton from which® ‘fuch ad~

vantages have arrfen that it'is not po{ﬁble to calcu-
ate; partrcularly as even thofé who form ‘the more

mfertor ranks in Great Brrtam, Tive: ‘in® complete

fecunty and eafe ‘with full leifure to contemplate
' the dreadful ‘miferies which have fallen 1 p n all ‘the
_ natrons that - furround them, ‘flom“'the ufiwattant-
g R : ablc

hcomes ‘do’ not amount  to’ ﬂfteenf'
pounds, allow'mces for each of thefe claﬁ‘es, pro-v

o
i

mrlhons.

able conduct of one of theit number ;.which, giving:
way.: to. {peculative delufions on governments, firft.
overturued -their,  own, " and, then employed its,
"armies: in. attempting, to do. the famefto others,
Not. for the purpofe, as xn real mockcry they hold .

whrch they 1nvade but wrth the exprefs xntentron,;
as. every. . 1nhabrtant of this " very favoured . 1ﬂandi
knows, of living on the plunder of their e&'eé'ts ,-"
reducmg them and therr children, nch and poorg
mdrfcrrmmately, to a {’cate of ﬂavery, and takmg.

full.pofleffion of therr dornams. o

Leavmg, however, this thort. drgreﬂlon, for whrchi
nterefting nature of the fubje& can alone be. -
given.as. an, apolooy, we-. fhall now proceed to;f

the.,

complete the {tatement of the natronal income.

:The number of' that clafs of the’ communrty,‘
whofe income runs from ﬁfteen to ﬁxty pounds, T
have already endeavoured to, fhew is'” about. two" K
And, as in this. clafs are mcluded not.
only all farmers whofe Tents. run between thefeg

two: fums, but all manufa&urers whofe wages are

not fo lngh as to rarfe them above ﬁxty pounds a

year, nor fo; low as to be lefs than ﬁfteen ‘and, as'
“the emoluments of thls clafs of men, L mean manu-
f'aé‘turers generally employed over the whole coun-f

E 4 ’ average»

try, are now very great,. bemg commonly belreved"

et
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average -of the  whole clafs, ‘making -allowance . for
thofe: employed:at- wages of fmaller extent;:might;
with perfedt : propriety, -be : ftated at forty pounds.

But I fhall: take:it only ‘at: thirty-five. Even on
this low calculanon,wvhlch I belicve to, be confiders

ably . beneath - the- truth, - an. increafe : would - arife

from : this . clafs alone, who-are equally . capable of

~ paying.a moderate affeffment as any other. clafs.of

the commumt:y, of feventy mxllxona, to. the general
revenue. C e R e

The - reafons for laymc a proportxonal tax..on
thxs clafs of - citizens, --have  already been i’cated
namely, that it would add a very confiderable fum
to: the annual | revenue of the kingdom, without
provmg oppreflive to thofe.- by whom it is paid;

that in equity and Jul’uce to the reft, of the nation,

they. ought to pay this. aﬁ’eﬁ'ment in: lieu of thofe
taxes ‘which muft have been.placed on. articles of
confumption, if ‘this had not been refolved on, and
“of which they Would ‘have paid;. their | fhares, as
~ hitherto they have donc, and Taftly, that it would
tend with more - ccrtamty than any other means, to
leflen the price of - labour - and raife the value of
money. - But, in. oppoﬁtlon to.all.thefe, it is fald
that it would be difficult, and .often:. 1mpoﬂible, to
colle&t, and therefore that it is better not, to,makc
- the attempt. - '

~ . On the: plalii adopted by a& ot’ parlxament‘ for,
,colle&mg the tax on mcomc, it would mdeed be-

dlﬁicult
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difficult to ‘render this part of it efficient: a few.
- commiflioners, atting for: the  extenfive diftrics of
- ailarge cOunty,_ would be unequal: to: this part of
their tafk, as-there i$ reafon to fufpect they will:be
for other parts of it alfo, if thofe whom they em=

ploy as ‘affeflors and collectors under * them be not
entrufted with more - power .than in ‘any inftance

~ they -ought ‘to-have. -'But, if parochial ‘affeffors
“were appointed, either on the plan which'I have

ventured to propofe, or on any, other that may be

judged better, every difficulty of this kind -would

vanith ; and, while it would be done with eafe to the
affeffors and their colleCtors, fcarcely-any part of the

‘national income ‘would efcape; while there'isreafon.

to: fear; that - much of -it; in all ranks of fociety,
will pafs thhout being known, if the prefent plan
of laying on the affeffment is purfued If parochial

affeffors’ fhall be appointed, with powers to affix the -

fums in’ the' firft' inftance -that - individuals fhould
pay, 1nﬁead of obliging every man to act as affeffor
on himfelf it would - not only prove  greatly - more
produéhvc, bur, in every refpect, would glvc more

' gcneral fansfa&lon': if county. comrmﬂioners, how=

ever, arc to bé: contmued ‘no’harm can’ refult from

_the attempt beifig’ madc, nor from their endeavour—

ing'to raife affeflfinents ‘on all varieties of income.

By the ﬁatement which I have glvcn ‘of our na- ;

'tf'appcars in one view as follows ‘

Rent_s
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“Rents of land 1 LT <L

, - ,g 40, oooooo ~
"o Profits of farming < a s e e - 35,000,000
~-Amount of tythes, ./~ =« = =i -.-.=." 5,500,000
- Income, from money in the pubhc funds L 115,500,000
',._From money in bonds and bxlls, mcludlng
“capitals in banks = - . - . = 6,000,000
" From rents ofhoufes Tola sl Hl T 6,500,000
~ Income of profeffional men "~ - <oz -7 2,500,000
-« ¥rom canals, mines, and fitheries' - - = .- . 5.‘,00(,),000‘
v ,MIncomes fpent in Bntam, arlﬁng ﬁom pro-?_ o
perues im ‘other countnes . -_' R ‘ 5 000000
“From the retail trade over the natxon S 5 OO0,000

- From the capital employed in foreign trade 12,000,000
:> From the capital employed in domeftic wrade 28,000,000
P Incomes .of . farmers, manufalurers,-and; - {: . {yir
R . others, from ﬁfteen to ﬁxty pounds a year 70,000.000

Thls furpnﬁng extent: of wealch bemg greatly‘

more than the yearly income of Britain has ever

been fuppofed ‘to amount to, the: accuracy:of the -

calculation will. neceflarily be called: in:queftion.
In.a matter of- fuch magnitude;: accuracy. is not
to be attained. But. great as this ftatement of .the
national - income .is, ‘if it fhould . ultimately - prove
‘to,be wrong; I have :much reafon-to:think that the
~.exror..will be found to-- conﬁﬁ Ain-its;being rather
,___conﬁderab]y ‘below,. than above the truthe—In
the moft. doubtful. parts ;of . the ef’umate, J-ihave

- adhered; as I have eal,.rc..a.tdya.ob\_fc;-.rmgd,-ﬁcof the calcula-

-tions,of Mr. Pitt, .whofe information, in all: that re-

_.lates to the forelgn as well as domcfhc trade of the
- nation,
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nation, muft probably be the beft that can be ob- |

tained, and I have given reafons which-there is good

caufe to believe ‘are- well founded for~ conﬁdermg ‘

the income from land’ to be greatly above the ef:

timate which Mr. Pitt gives of it "This, indeed, is

the' only article in Wthh any. difference of im-
portance will be found to occur bctween Mr. Pltt s

| “calculation of our income and that Wthh I havc

thus ventured to oppofc toit; 1 mean in thofe ar-
thlCS on which Mr. Pltt has made his eﬁlmates'

for I have added two thch he has not. taken

into- the account ; income from money - on - bonds
and other perfonal fecuntxes, and that which’ anfes
to farmers, manufa&urers, and others, ‘who draw, as

mdmduals, from fifteen to fixty pounds of yearly
income. The firft of which, partlcularly as it is
meant to’ include the income from all banks in

the kingdom,: will not probably be conceived to be -

overrated at fix millions ;- nor will-the fum wh‘icH’I'

have aﬁixed to the latter be confidered as hlgh by

any who advert to the number by whom it is pof

- fefled: It will’ fcarcely be doubted, in the prefent
, profperous ftate of Great Britain, when the num-
berof our manufatturers:who are highly - paid is

great, that’ thxrty-ﬁve pounds is ‘rather below than
above the average" “of their mcomes, or “that. the

number . of this’ clafs, ‘in “which 1 is mcluded as'1
have' already ‘obferved; all’ farmers and othets whofe
3 ——mcomcs run.from ﬁfteen to ﬁxty pounds, is “not
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fully more than' that at which I have rated it, namely

two millions ; and, therefore, that the income which

it is fuppofed to yreld is not over-charged at feventy
millions, . 0
--On the fuppoﬁtxon or” thrs eﬂrmate of' the natrona.l

xncome bemor not, far from the txuth we have next
to advert to the extent of the aiTeiTments wlnclr

g ought to be rarfed onit; or rather, to the amount.». '

of thofe whrch our prefent ﬁtuf tron and crrcum-
_ﬁances appear to requrre. T N BTN T

Were we now at peace, g reat as our pubhc debt
IS, a very moderate tax, if equa!ly Ievred wou]d on
thrs extenﬁve mcorne, be fully. equal to the mtere&
thereof as well as for all the neceﬂ”ary ex pences of

_govemment. But, even durmg war, thrs extent of »

- income is fuch, as, under a well regulated plan, cons
du&ed w1th due attention to economy, would admrt
“of the greateft fums being raifed from it that we
‘can ever probably need and even wrthor.t any ma-
terlal diftrefs to any part ¢ of the commumty

T he fums whrch from. trme to trme oovemment

may require, will neceﬁ"arrly vary accordrng to the
exigencies of every years, and parhament wxll be
beft able to. Judge of the rates or _proportions by
whrch thefe fums ﬂlould be lev1ed o 2

]aﬁ'es of income ; a pomt of gr eat “rmportance for
the fuccefs of the fcheme 5. and requrrmg therefore th’e
mof’t dehberate conﬁderatlon..d’l"‘ he’ tr1a1 even of one
year wrll ina pomt of fucl uncertarnty produce,more

o o real

he drfferent 7
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real.information, than can be:obtained from any opi-

nion refting only on fpeculation", ‘but; with the-view’
ofi completmo the object of - thefe obfervations; the:
followmg are fuggefted as rates ‘which the different

~ claffes‘of the community mrght‘ probably bear with:

_great éafe, and from which a fum “would’ be de
rived fully fufficient for the expences w}nch we are’
told’ by the minifter will be' requrred f'or the prefent_

year, ‘as well as’for other purpofes Wthh in’ thc
followrnor Effays I fhall point ‘out, DR

Begmnmo with the loweft clafs of’ the cornmu-
mtv, “with regard to mdrvrdual mcomc, althouorh

the hmheﬁ in"the aocregate fum whlch it aﬁ'ords, I“'
" miean thofe whofe mcomes run from fifteen to ﬁxty'
pounds, it does not appear ‘that out of the fum of
’ feventy mrlhons, which we fuppofe may’ ‘arife’ ﬁomV

the “whole clafs, ) hat it would be difficult to Traife

four” mrlhons, but on the ﬁr& attempt it may be:
proper to confine ‘the fum- to "be levied' from it to’
three mrlhons, bemcr fomewhat lefs than a twenty-.

thrrd part “of the average mcome of this Clafs.-

L he reft of ‘the natronal 1ncome, amountmg by

the” foregomg calculation to one hundred and ﬁxty-i

fix mrllrons, ‘may, without mﬁr&mo any 1mportant 3‘

hardfhrp on thofe by whom' it is poﬁ'eﬁ'ed be ealily
taxed an elghth on'a general average of theé’ whole,

extendmg thcrefore o’ twenty mrllrons feven hun--’

x.r;.;sﬂ

dred and fifty thoufand pounds. .

‘Thls mwht be done on varrous plans, and on’ “dif-
SR ‘ ~ ferent:

RGN




¢ 78 )

ferent-fcales of gradation ;. and, among others which

might be propofed,. the following is fug geﬁed as one-

that may be. cafily-carried into effect.

A awelfth: may. be levied . -on_incomes.. from ﬁxtyac
to -one-hundred. pounds ;. an eleventh and half;.-on-
thofe. between one:hundred. and a hundred and. thxrty;’_,

f pounds, an eleventh on mcomes ‘between this-laft:
mentioned fum and thofe of one hundred and fxty ;-
and a tenth and - half on incomes between this fum.

and thofe of two hundrcd pounds, at whlch fum they .
mxght rife to a tenth, - ety e e e

_For- the rcaf'on that I have alrcady aﬂ‘ gned
namely, the great proportxon of all other affefiments -

which, are paid by people in the middle- ftations: of_

life, .the fame rate fhould be continued from in--
“comes of two hundred pounds per annum to thofe.
- of ﬁftecn hundred - At this fum they might. nfe to:

a ninth. and half, and; proceed on an-eafy feale of

] gradatxon till fortunes of ten thoufand pounds fhould-

pay a feventh; thofe of fifteen thoufand -a fixth ;-

incomes " of twenty ‘thoufand a: fifth .and- half; of .
twenty-ﬁve thoufand a fifth; of thxrty thoufand &~

 fourth -and half; of thirty-five  thoufanda- fourth

incomes of" forty thoufand a third'and half; and of :
. forty-ﬁve thoufand and. ‘upwards: aithirdve o0 s
_In this manner it appears. that;the fum of ,tw_cn‘ty:r :
three. ‘millions feven - hundred :and . fifty - thoufand. -
* pounds may be yearlyleviedion:the income of:Geat::
" Britains without:any, partlcular act of feverity (being. 1

'commxtted on any-one clafsiof: thc commumty, fory.
v S ' o Whllc

‘while by this plan every.income:would ‘be'‘affefled,

~deed, for a time be depnved of fome' of ‘the" fuper-? 5

ferve, from the operation of this tax in'the reduc< -

it or niot, and” even although higher rates fhould -

- times. -may require, the wealth of the nation at - 1

itdas always: ‘happens on every: dev1at10n from the ~
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no confiderable fum would be- raifed from thofe:in:
the middle or lower ranks of focxety, for fronmy” any '»
individual ‘whofe:: mcomc could: notf‘admlt offits
Propnetors rof-: very ‘extenfive fortunes’ mlght, ine’

fluities: of life" which" hitherto they: ‘have: poﬂ‘c‘ﬁ'cd

but, even' this inconvenience ‘would' fpeedily, “in*a:" |
great meafure; - dxfappear, by the effeét: which foon' - ot
would refult, ‘as'T have: already had occafion to’ob< "

tion of the price of labour, as we]l as ot’ every artl-f |
Cle Of CODﬁlmPUOn, LT LS B ‘:E SRRSO ,‘,‘.;.v-.'é",:
“But whether this confequence {hould enfue from"

be ' required ‘than thofe which 1 have menuoncd k
for producing the fum which the exigencies of the i
A

prefent is fuch,” and the defire of all by whom it.is -
pofleffed fo great for giving fupport to government,. -
that any well digefted plan, which the minifter may
bring forth - with a view to it, will fcarccly fail of
being well received’ by the. commumty. © If there-
fore a.tenth; a ninth, or an eighth  of the ‘national.
income be not fufficient; he " has ‘only . toimen= -
tion ‘a fevenith; :a fixth, ‘or ‘éveri “a greater.'propor-
tion;: and it would “almoft- univerfally be ‘approved -
of: o-«Some there: neceﬂ"anly are who would obje&t'to ™

‘common routine:of bufinefsiy ,but*thev number would -
Teiie o ‘ -~ be
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be few, their fears would {oon appear to be ground-
lefs, and ought not therefore to be regarded. .
- Of the fum which we thus fuppofe to be levied
‘on the national income, .amounting to twenty-thiee
millions feven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds,
cighteen, ninéteep,‘i_‘or twenty millions, may be re-
quired for the yearly expence of ‘our war eftablifh-
ment; and we thall calculate on the higheft of thefe
fums, althdugllf(:ldnﬁderably 'r.n‘o:re' than appears will
be wanted for the “prefent year.  For the applica-
tion of the remainder, being three ‘millions feven
. hundred and fifty thé)u(andv pqunds}; fome very im-

_portant purpofes will be propofed in the two follow=: -

ing Effyys,

sy

el e T OF
...THE NATIONAL :.DEBT;

oFr

.I'_F the opihion were W¢ll founded, which hitherto has _
- generally prevailed, of the magnitude of our public

debt being a national advantage, and the high price
of the ’funds_ a criterion of our wealth, we ought
certainly, by all reafonable means, to give them

our fupport. But now that the vaft extent of our

‘dgb; is .fopnd to be both diftrefsful and oppreflive,
by tending to impede ‘every operationf' requifing

does, in depriving a great proportion of the inhabi-
tants of many of thofe comforts which otherwife
they» might enjoy, few who have confidered the
fubje&, will doubt of its being proper and neceffary,
that ;he wealth of the nation fhould, to a certain
extent, and with all poffible difpatch, be employed,

S F ot

Cotmmrian

~ large advances of money,. and acting, as it certainly |
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nor only o‘prevent the farther 1ncreafe of thiis debt,
but t pay offa conﬁderable part of what has been
alread) ir’nhl’at'éd-.") ,‘ T R0
f‘reafon can’be owen why the ﬁate of
'the funds fhould be’ conﬁdered as an mdex or ¢ri-
i‘terton of our natlonal wealth. Txll of late, mdeed
no adequate Judgment could be forrned of this’ pdmt~
for, ‘while government contmued to beheve it to be
for thetr ‘advantage to depend enttrely on the fund-
’;xnor fy{’tem for their fupphes, the power of thofe
' connected with’ every department of the ﬁate is ne-
“ Cetfarily y :fuch, that the mﬁuence of this; in warptno'
“and deranomo the opmtons of mankind, was {o great,
“that when con}omed with the machmattons of ‘all
“who were perfonally interefted in the’ h1gh pr1ce ‘of
" the funds, its effe€t became 1rreﬁ{’uhle. ?‘f"*‘if
" The belief being once impreffed on the rnmds of
the pubhc, that our national wealth’ and:‘profperity
muft at all times be conneé’ted with the'ftate of - the
| funds, and that the one muft’ nearly keep pace with
‘ the other, we need not be furprxfed at 'the 1ong con-
V tmuance of the deluﬁon. The' nation, - ‘from'a great
, | _variety and combtnatton of caufes, Whlch 1t xs not
neceITary in thls place’ to conﬁde ol
"joy a long and untnterrupted C 'urfe"‘ of”
which all whofe pxoperty was ' fixed in’ ‘the ~ﬁmds,
l _f:were wﬂhng to place to’ the Credtt 'of our’ ‘national
debt, and to have it"beheved ‘that this Fate’ of‘hrof-
P sul "'poﬁibly éontmue‘tf the funds* ﬂ“"uld

y e st i RS Ve R SIRRNTS
be _allowed to fink 7 ! S

At

¢ 8 ) -

(At laft; however, it has lucklly happened that‘
an opxnton dn‘e&ly the 0ppoﬁte to. thls, which fo 1e
had long entertamed but thchfew veiitured to af-
fert, is conﬁrmed by expenenee.w And;“we now ‘
ﬁnd what not many. . years. ago. wo ld‘

iu‘s"

very dlﬂﬁcult o beheve, that the natton has not only
conttnued to thrtve under the gr

her funds whwh ever before happ

gree, both w1th refpe& to her manu‘fa&' es a dtrade
of. whtch we. have no example.; l\ay, at thxs \nme’
when all .our funds have been in- thxs very depreﬁed

" ; {ftate,. the three per cents ﬂu&uatxng as they have done
Afrom forgy feven to. ﬁfty—four, not a ﬁncrle complamt

has been heard . of its. proving . hurtfu] at the fame’

-time that few wﬂl doubt of there bemo 'now more

real wealth in - the ‘nation, . than we appear to have

" poflefled even at: that perxod when the fame ﬂock
 fold :at ;ninety- ﬁx. And the time. wdl foon proba—
.bably arrive, when all wx]l perceive, that Our_na-
‘tional iwealth and profpettty have fo httle dependance

we, ihall thnve 1n pr0port10n as they become low,
.;the «caufes, of whtch all who have conﬁdered the
; fubje&,wdl upderfland ; ;

3. and bemo one of the lead-

ing, obje&s of _:_the_fe'hﬂ’ays to explam, u: wﬂl be
t,,;-found detatled in different part ts. of them. i e .

.....

~ifthis. fhall prove to. be the cafe, in that t"ull lex~
tent whmh thete is rnuch caufe to expe&, it wzll |
hereafter,, perhaps, be conﬁdered as one. of the moﬂ.

fortunate occurrences of the prefent tnheé, that the

3

_ Fa ‘ | mtmﬂzer
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mlmﬁ h’as bcgun to aét as if in-fome" degrce he
‘ ;wcre convmced «of theé truth ‘and force of this opiniori:
from” Wﬁlch there isvreafon ‘to hope, :that:we~fhall
- fribte” fpcedxly enjoy ‘thofe:* 1mp0rtaht advantagcs,
“which u]txmately it will be  found: to*afford, vthan
| :othérmfc we' mioht havc done.'*He is-'now: fup-

B “porting’ affzplan ot raifing ‘a" confiderable  partoof

’ tHc”fupphcs ‘without the aid of: the funding fyftem';
hc"has repeatedly confeffed his anxiety and! ftrong
‘deire” "to 'pay "off thc natlonal debt; and he has
‘tlie  ierit -of *having - broucht forth a finking - fund
' fox thlS pm pofe; on ‘the beft principle,’ of ! any-that
‘We ever "before poﬂ'eﬁ"ed “afund’ which" requxres
only to be- {'upported by means fomewhat more-effi-

“cient, and which appear to be, eaﬁly in:our-pbwer to

aﬁ‘ord, in order to preduce the moft beneficialief--

fedts, I thefe fhall be obtained, as they undoubt-

edly may eaﬁly ‘be'if a proper-plan” for “aii’ aﬂ'eff-.

" ment of income be' nmdly ‘carriéd “into’ ‘effelt; we
ﬁ)all {oon have the fatisfaction to ¢ find-'that the na-
“tonal debt will dccreafe qmckly, ‘that “government

“will be cmblcd to remove ‘many’ ‘of the’ mo{’c oppref-

: ﬁve"part of our ‘taxes ; ‘and, m{‘cead oft harm atifing
‘ fr8ﬁ1 the funds bemo 1ow, that much public bcneﬁt
wxll ‘accme “from it o i
“ Tlhie minifter,’ deFd Hgs! ot tyet ventUrcdffto
fuggci’c or to ﬁlpport by arourﬁeht “¢vén"inithe mioft
“diftant’ manner, the views upon ‘whitcls; this opmxon
*{butle: “HE- zrppears, 8 the‘cont’rﬁ?y, {0 confider the

h‘mh' 'pricc off thC‘ﬁmdS 28 an ebjeé‘t*ofl thuch: hatidnal
~ ' L importance;

€ 850
.Aimportance ;. and. has even entercd on, dccxded and
ftrong; . meafures for : the exprefs pu‘rpofc of givmcr
‘thém: his- fupport. In.a great: mcafure,,\hoivcvcr,
thls mu(’c proceed from hlS notbe ng, ;,,yet, clcarly
convmccd of .the proprxety of defcrtmg the ﬁmdmg
| fyf’cem, and of truﬁmo cntxrely, as, he oucrh:v' snguef-
‘tlonably to do, to the national fupphes belrrg raifed.
.within: the year.. " As foon as_he fhall find, by. thc
cxperlment which he is -now makm that .this., is
pra&xcable, “he will. then, “and not. probably u]l

‘then, - perceive, -t hat one of . the mo{‘c Aimportant

g natxonal objedts ‘which Greac Brltam can have in
. view,-is;" not. merely the ultlmate extmé‘non of bf.;r
public. de‘)t, but- that, in. thc me'm urre, the funds
¥ fhould be kept at'a- moderate, or cven at a. ver} low
rate. : : ’ '

-"Here xr'wﬂ] probably, be remarked that evcn.
,admxttmg the advantages to. be conﬁdcxablc whxch
;mmht refult from a low ﬁate of thc funds, it would

- however,: be unfair, and theref'oxc 1mproper, in the

jpublsc to. interfere thh them., For, thc funds be—
‘ing the property not of thc natxon, nor of' govcrn-
. ment, but of the. credltors of the nanon, they ought,
B therefore, in every c1rcum{‘cance, it may | be fald to be
pompletely and fully prote&ed ‘and . not, m any.
-:manner of way, ., alienated . from thc purpof‘c for
iwhichithey were ongmally mcant. i

sioiilthe ppropriety.of this obfcrvauon, thcrc is .reafcrn ‘
oto hqpé‘ and; behcvc, mll neyer, be dxfputcdmby ’_hofc
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‘Tor 1 il money tranfa&xons the public faith of -the
nation” lras hxtherto beer kept inviolatd; " But; al-
thotigh™ every perfon of probity will fay; thét while
the’ engauements ‘of - government ‘thould Be! rlgrdly
obférved and” adh'ered to, “in the- regular paymem: of
the mtere{’c duéto her credrtors, yet' few will pro=
.bably‘ alTert, that in any degree the i is: bound to make
g60d  thofe lofles’ which' mdlvxduals may fuftdin: by
'fpz’"’ulatmc on" the éventual prlces of the funds, or
:tbat”'the nation ought to’ engace in any fehemes or
'meafures, elther for grvmd them fupport, or for the

‘purpofe of keeme' them’ down.

"The faireft and moft honourable plan, and ‘more -

conﬁ&ent with the dxgmty and clxara&el of al rrch
‘ and powerful mtlon, “than any’ “other ‘thaf  can,
on thls pomt, Abe puxfued Would be; i for” go-
, _vernment not in any way to mterfere with " the
. funds ;. but merely to pay the mtere{’c of ‘Het pubhc
fdebt with regelarrty, and to make all her future
pﬁrchafes at par.~——Of tlns, however, we fhall’ ﬁnd
it neceiTary to fpeak more partxcularly in an enfumg
part of thIS Eﬁ”ay, and at’ prefent, {hall proceed

;to {‘cate and comlder thofe inconveh
””have 1mag1ned would enfue“fr' n the natronal
debt and funds conne‘led therewrth bem'r exther
. altocether done away, or dnmmfhed“m any conﬁ-
_derable degree.k; < TR
N . So powerful is the mﬂuenee of cuf’com,

late, the heavy’ load of debt to. whxch We have 00

klong been habituated, was, by 2 great proportron of
’ men,

‘that, trll of

*1enc1es whrch :
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‘men,  confidered as {o. neceffary for our profperity, |
th‘at they did not - fee how we. could exift without it.-

all the debt Wthh 1t has contra&ed and pqt advert-
ing to.other caufes of her. wealth
induced.to confider as one of the ‘moft impgrtant ¢ of

' the;_,who_le. But it may, -with .more. propriety,, be
“obferved, in the words of a celebrated: author, that'

Britain has not thnven as a confequence of her pybs
lic debt, as many. have very xmproperly fuppofed
but, -furmounting every difficulty - arifing from the

magnitude of this debt,. that fhe has thnven m‘fpltc
Of !C- S el ol '

In thls view, 1: would appear that natrons areﬁ on
the fame. f'ootmg with mdw1duals. ) The embarraﬂ 3
ments, anﬁng from, debt, are, perhaps, equally hurt- |

fu to both ; fo. that every. defcnptlon of debt, whrch

either, f'rom neceﬂity or any ¢ other caufe, we may have
mcurred ought as qurcldy as poﬁlble to be pard oﬁ' :
and the faé‘t undoubtedly 1s, that the country would

'md an, every refpe& would have beenarnore p\ower- ;

ful natxon,, 1f no. part of her debt: had ever been con-
tracted ; for precrfely in proportxon to the amount
of her. debt, fhe. was a,t all times crlppled mwthe
MEAnSs ., of 1mprovxno her terrltory, the only Per-
manent fource of wealth power, \and fecurxty,

'Whreh a. natxon(can poﬁ”efs,’ as, ms various part3= .

refe Effy s, 'w1ll bem g}'e;lf:ull}’ CXPlameclw

' r 4- ‘,d’q- Fye "

tbxs debt thcy wereg
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= lMany, ﬁgam, aresof’ opmxon, 'that the mﬂucncc of

- the furidsds “eonfiderablesin’ giving ‘ftrength: to:go=

vernment; ‘proéecdmg"on the fuppoﬁtwn of - their
fecurmg thie exertions of ‘thofe whofe: property kap= K
pens’tobe’ placed ifirthem." But, although this/'fhould
be'admitted in'the fullef’c extent,: that all," who havc‘
their ‘property fixedin the funds, would 'wifk: to: owr
; the1r {upport:to’ government, thofe, ‘who placc any.

conﬁdcrable value ‘on this; do not' appear to: fecol<
le&; that; while a few only are from this caufe inte-
rcﬁed in:fupporting the ‘funds;" the':number-i is' great

whofe ihtereft, upon: the fame pr1nc1p1e, it: certamly ‘

is, : to have them 'for ever done-away or:annihilated:

All who' are ‘taxed for ' the yearly:paymeénu:of 'the
intereft of our public debt, muft neceffarily: ‘wifh’

that no fuch debt had: evcr exitted.: And; in {o"far
as the payment of this’ may be: dxfﬁcult, it:muft ne-
ceffarily “tend to weaken," ‘and' ‘not to:ladd to- ‘the’
f’crcngth of government,’ by fcrvmg ‘to- leffen: the ‘at<

tachment -of all that part of the-nation “towards it

who, not being concerned in the funds, nor.having
any . part of ' their property placcd An them, .are;bur=
thened with fevere - taxes, for~tHe; foles purpofe

‘of - paying large! annuities: to othefs; whichs:asi far.

asithey ‘yet fee, aréto: be:perpetual It dsi ot

' /cnoucrh to obferve that'this: debt 1§ Juﬁ:,uand that we

are ‘bound: to:fubmit ‘to: the difficulties- <whxchx itzhas

'produced ’Ine fpeculatxve prmcxplesref the:! times

dre: fuch las” never: exxﬁed béfore;; andjhavelalready

'mduccd many to fay, that/ thxs debtuought (ot ito

~have

‘trated; no harm will refult from them. ..
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have been-contra&ted. - -In this view, ftherefore,\and
im{orfar-as it-is. affuredly better ‘to prevent-ithan -to

“ remove: theideftru&tive: confequences.-which . might
“refult from-a continuarice: of thefe fentiments, it muft

¢ertainly be better: for government®to ;do ﬁ,a'way 5 4%
far:ds-may be in ‘their power, all.ithe evils-which
might-enfue from epinions of thiskind being-foftered
and kept ‘up. .-Whatever the - fentiments -.on this

~ point may - be- of thofe in the. higher ftations of. lifey
~ and-however clearly they may-be:of. opinion, that -

our:great-load: of: debt ought not to- hayc‘,_:becn con-
percéive, that, fince the debt has been incurred: and

* fan&ioned, thenation-is bound, both in:juftice and
honour; - t6-adheré, as far-as her abilities will allow; . .

tothe terms-on which the money was obtained from
her creditors. " But it is the duty ‘of government to
recolle& that; while a few only: are fuﬂimently en-

hOhtencd to‘argue in this manner, a very:gteat pro-

portion: “of the: ‘community,- perhaps nine- ,ten,thsz of
~ the'wholey arénot 172 confideration of no {mall im=

portance in‘all that:relates, fo nearly and eﬁ‘enua!ly,
to>the peace’ and!fecurity of the realm; 1w fopn

“ If'our ndtional-debr fhould:ever be:paid, oﬁc thofe
who hitherto ‘have - been’ accuftomed to: place their
qmoney in:theifunds; have been indticed to: fufpe&
ithat they would-hot ‘know hew o make-ufe-of i it 3.-as

they: have not> beem able ‘to; foréfee: iow this: oreat
mafs fof: property ‘could be employed. which. is now |
-:icnmto governmcnt. iMany, have even: fuppofed, ,if |
_ . - they
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they Ihould everibe -obliged to receive payment of |

their money ‘now it the funds, that it would frequently :
be Teft in 'their coffers for want of demand e
B hxs, certamly, would not happen. . A conﬁder-?

able’ part of our’ natxonal wealth' would remain where

~it‘now is; " deufcd in every diftri&, and’ giving fup-'
port” to agnculture, ‘manufactures, and commeérée.
But, in addition to thxs, the whole" money of the na<.
tion would at laft be employed in the fame: manner,
asit always ou:rht to have been. i Inftead  of -large

fdms being kept in- readmefs for fpeculatmg in the:

funds, which is now done to the extent of many mils

hons, the whole would be lent for‘more-ufeful:pur=
pofes ; for the 1mprovement of every-branch’ofna-

tional mdu{try, and for the advancement of ‘every
fcheme of utility. ~In-this’ cafe, too, ‘as‘monied men.
would have little temptation to withdraw: their pro=
, pezty from: thofe to whom it rmght be lent, : bufinefs
of every. kind, would® proceed  with .more fteadinefs
and fecurlty than hitherto has been. ‘the cafes when,
on'every new: loan, - the -trade - and - manufactures .of
the ‘whole kingdom - have fuffered’ feverely,. being
often fhaken to their -very foundation , by immenfe

fums being fuddenly taken from -them, - merely: for

thie'advantage to be obtained by thofe high gratuities,
Mnch, in times of dxfﬁculty, government 1s: reduced
to the necefiity.of giving. ¢ i vilvaniinnoe aw

There would {till be full demand fox all the mo-=
ney in’the-natiohy 'were it even: double :its:: prefent
amount, ifar- which: the .moft: complete fecunty,

g that
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that of landed property, would at.all times be. rtadily
obtained, folely - for the’ purpofe .of .improving the
very foil, on which it might, be; fecured;; while.
thofe who nught not be fausﬁed with; the. ordmary\
intereft- of money, Would at all, times. be: able to. fix -
their Capltals ibr one or other of thofe ttadmg or ma-
nufaé’cunhg companies,” whxch now may :be: tfound m‘
cvcry part of ‘the kmgdom., )

“In various ways it mxght be fhewn, that the me-b
thod of raifing fupphes on the fundmor fy(’tem hasv‘
proVed hlghly detrimental to the 1mprovement and
progrefs of Britain. But-in nothmg more does it
appear to- have done. fo than in the mﬁuence whxch
it has. had, ~and which it neceﬁ'auly muft continue
to have, as long as it prevalls, in preventing the
national wealth from being applied in the i 1mprove~
mcnt of her foil, manufaé‘tures, and commerce ;- thc '
only: puipofes, -aftet giving ample proteﬂ:lon to go=
vernihent, and affording full fecurity againft mvaﬁon
from - abxoad ~and - treafon -at home, for which it
ought ever .to be ufed Inf’cead of whtch, it -has,
vetry unfortunately,: been dwerted to the moﬁ ufe=
lefs and baneful purpofes, for which money can well

be: employed that ‘of ‘giving- encouraaem\nt to. a
natlonal fpmt sfor gambling and diff ipation; as. ‘the
large!fums which fortunate adventurers in the funds -
are occaﬁonally enabled to reahfe, have, i a vely |
emment degree, tended td! do.. T

For thefe, iandrother reafons: Wthh mwht be ad-
duced, ‘it is How:admitted, by almoft- all ' who- “have.

T 3 & confidered
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‘conﬁdered the: fubje& that ‘we have much caufe ta
‘regret that the fundmcr fyﬁ:em ever took: place.r But
“our regret at the mlfapphcatlon of the. natlonal wealth
and refources, ‘of ;which this method of rarﬁng tMo-
5ney has been- the cau(e, mu{t be mcreafed in a ten-
fold deoree, when we' reﬁcé‘t on the deﬁru&we in-

flueiice; with. which, in:this manner, it has opcrated

i retardlng every ufcful fcheme of 1mprovement*

and, “more efpecially, the advancemcnt of agricul-
ture 3 an‘art which ought to be made thc forelunner
of all others, and to which the fo{’termg fupport of

‘every government ought, ina marked and obvmus
mahner, to be given. }. IR SRELC SRS SR

“If “the’ fundmo fyﬁem had never beenkadopted

'there 1s rnuch 1eafon to- beheve, that, thhout la-

bounng, as e now. do, under the pleﬁure of a: great
load of debt, all our wars mloht have; been camed

on equally well; and by the vapplication ¢ of thofe
vconﬁderable fums yearly to ‘the 1mprovement of

‘land;’ which were:thus placed for-no ufeful purpofe
“in ‘the ﬁmds, thdt the produce, as. well as: the popula-
- tion of Great Biitain, would, long ago, have extended

“to more than double their prefent amount. o i

There is. full caufe, . mdeed 0. 1maome, .that our

:2 _»vancement in’ ‘thefe,: and cvery “other: ufcful attain-
ment, has been retarded for more than a century, by
“the' mﬁuence of thrs unfortunate fyftem; ' which;«in
trutb may be conﬁdercd as the gulph} of our: natxonal

Wb . i
e o N
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- Thofe’ who, in- their-viewsand "confideration, of
~wealth, advert only 10 “MONEYs - -and-to. thofe appear.
-ances of .profperity; which a Eabundancc of.:money
will always produce; - are: aptjupeon thefe; obfervw
tions; to? remark, that: they muft —neceﬁ”arllyrb il
founded* in fo- far as Great Britain d lo
becn,sm a very thnvmcr condmon i and,\therefcre, '
‘that neither the. great ‘mafs of. debt whrch the.owes,
nor the influence of the funds in attra&lno the-wealth
of the: natlon towards them, can. be- fuppofcd to havc
‘done harm. Hanien

+This train of reafomng, or rather, of beggmg thc
que{’cxon, will not, in this 1nﬂance, bear. the. dlfcuﬂion

-offair.: argument. By the fortunate concurrence of

many. caufes, fome of which have been already.« ex-

s plamed, this country has, no doubt,. arrrved ata. oreat
‘degree - of profpentv, informuch, that: fhe  is now
-looked upon:with envy by all the nations which fur-
-round-her.--
“our fituation: is geod, when compared with that. of
- others; tbat it 'might not- ‘have ‘been- better: with,'a
" different apphcatxon of thofe funds and .other means -

But we. are not entttled to fay, becaufe

that were ‘in;our:powen:; - ‘As:well mwht a cultivater

~of land, who:had:renderéd :his: property ‘better: than
. his forefathers had. ever ‘done;  pretend-to; fay, that,
vbecaufe:: he: could: live more: icomfortably. than.they
..wereiable . toido,:and even better: than..any.. <of.. his ‘

'neighbours; rmerely by . 1mpr0vmguhrs farm, to;one

obalfof-the extent. of which it ‘Wasrcapab}e, that shere-

“fore he had done enough, and would not be:at the
trouble
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trouble of’ carrymg his improvements farther, ..And
- the: truth is, that: Great Britainis. precxfely in this; ﬁtua-(
' tronf

ife’ deal remains to.be done!: And,l
'" 1ch m money, we are emmently de~
Not only

| Aterrrtory, 'whrch Wrth a drfr'erent apphcauon of our
’refources, mrght be enabled to maintain thlrty mil-
Yions of people, better’ than ten’ rmlhons are fup-
ported at prefent~ ‘but in the quantity of corn abfo=

lutely requrred for the fubfiftence “of our: prefent r

numbers, for whrch we are ‘yearly obliged o apply
“to foreroners t0 a very confiderable  extent.” "Few,
‘ ~who have not conﬁdered the fub_]e& with' attentron,
*‘wrll beheve, that on an average of theferlaﬂ: fixteen
"ycars, our expence to’ other nations," for imported
loram, has not been lefs than ﬁfteen hundred thoufand
epounds' at beft a very melancholy conﬁderatxon,
“but partrcularly When we reflet, on-our- havmg at
~one period: drawn a larae fum annually for - gram
aexported to’ othersV an alteratxon of icircumftances
5 fo derocatory to the nat}onal charaCter, and: 1o- hkely

[ to 1nterfere w1th our 1nternal peaceand  fecurity,

that every means in our power ‘oughit,” without lofs
’j:_of time, to, ‘be employed T'ffor countera&mgirt thh
ti’;_decrﬁon and eﬁ"e& R D e
Thofe countrres only can be! faxd ‘0" be rrch,'- in
) whrch by a proper apphcatlon of the: natfonal fiitids,
agrrculture 15 bronoht to the utmoﬁ: ‘degree of ‘per-

fee”t,ron :

W havc done miore than, any of our nerghbours.». .

" never has. taken. place, nor never probably wrll

done, cither entirely, or..in a. v y‘eonﬁderab
gree,rthere is.much reafon,to dread at n
~tang change willstake place% it h ery.
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fe&ron of 'which it is capable s by which encourage+
ment s’ grven to an extenfive: populamon, -and: fogd
provrded in rabundance -for-all; that, are, produced;;.
not,till this takes placein Great Britain, are;we ens
titled-ito fay that we are opuleng Hambumh, 1s_rxch

Amfterdam and Vemce both were rich——in_money,
but:not.in - that fource of real Wealth and happmefs,

~abundance of the. neceﬁarres of hfe, provrded by the

exertions; of their. own: people, In. their own ﬁelcls.
Hamburgh accordmcvly depends, as Vemcc and Am-
fterdam_ did, on others, for her very 3 rneans of exrﬁ;-
ence ! and, hke them, would probably fall‘ on 'the
firft appearance of .an enemy; an, ,'_currenee which

ap-
pen,: in any .country whofe 1nhabrtants are of rhat
bold ; 1ntrep1d chara&er, whxch thofe, who are em-
ployed .chiefly.in. txllaoc, never farl to poﬂ’eﬁ. a

charaer,-. therefore, in, Wthh our peafantry fhould

at all times be. ,encouracred as’ bemg not only con-
-genial with, thofe. prmcrples of mdependence under

. which they:are. reared but as 1t would tend to owe

complete fecurlty to. the whole emplre. o
,:In fo far, - therefore, as. thrs ﬂate of opulence and
mdependence on;other natrons for our fubfi {’cence is

defirable;. every; rnan, who wrfhcs well to hrs country, v
.iought to do.every thmg in, lns power for ‘the ‘fpeedy

trll thlé Ihall be

removal of our national debt. For,, this "’1
e de-
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part oF our_fituation. . By..the temptations . whxch

fpeculauons in the Funds hold forth, .a very great
proporuon of the nauonal wealth will, probably, ftill

contmue to ] be attra&ed towards them, as. hitherto .

. Sa that, xf the, full

'''''''

1rnprovement of' our country is concexved to be an

objeél: of real Utlllty and importance, a’ plan lhould

5 be xmmedlately brought forth, not only for thc ultx-

| "farther 1ncreal'e 1n the mean trme, and paymo oﬂ’
'yearly all that may be i in our power, but for the pur-.

pofe of putrmg a ﬂ:op to that 1Ipirit. for fpeculatmg

in the funds, whlch hxtherto has fo umverfally pre-.
‘-valled amono people of .all ranks. .
.done, our improvements in .every branch of agri-.
,culture, muf’c proceed flowly and thh languor, or,

Till this. 1s;

perhaps, even remain Ratlonary, as they now appear

tobe domg, for, howeve1 opulent the nation may.
, ,be, the funds employed in tillage will not probably

be mcreafed till this vortex, by. which a great pro-
poruon of them is abfo1bed, xs completely and en—
tlrely done away.. ' '

To leflen the: nauonal debt fuddenly i, any con— :
,ﬁdexable clecrree, would. require {uch ‘a high ge-
,neral aﬁ”emnent, as, in various ways;. mighit- prove:

_ I mean, during war; for, on the return: of -
-peace, it would be eafily'in the power-of government, :
as there i is.much reafon -to believe, to pay off up-
- wards of thirty mlllxons of the three per cents yearly .
nBut, even during. the contxnuauce of rwab, it-appears
, : to
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to be perfectly pradticable to add @ larsre ﬁtm to the
finking fund yearly, and, thereby, to reduce the mag~ _
mtude of the evil; in the mean txme, v‘cry conﬁderably |
The fum which at prefent s apphed to'the’ ﬁnkmg

fiind; is upwards of four mxlhons per’ anhum. i By the

taxation of income, whzch we haVe had occaﬁon to ,
¢onfider in the preeedmo effay, twenty ~three mllhons ,
feven: hurdred and fifty’ thoufand pounds, there is |
Feafon to fuppofe, will be produced And as twenty :
mxllxons appear to’ ‘be fully adequate to the yearly

-expences of the war, if a million anda’ half of the re-
fidue ‘be fet apart for a purpofe to be hereafter?,

menuoned and the reft, amountmg to two mrlllonsv

~two' hundred and ﬁ’ty thoufand pounds, be added ¢ to

the finking fund, ‘making the whole upwards of ﬁx
millions, oiir pubhc debt would thus be reduced yearly,
by the purchafe of ftock to the amount of ten. mll-k
lionis, reckoning on the three per cents only being pur-

chifed, and the tranfa&mn to be done at par.

!

Tn this manner, ‘even durmcr war, a very conﬁder-
able paz t of our'debt would, in a few years, be pald
off, particularly if the intereft of the furis purchafed
annually ‘be: made’to accumulate, - as hitherto has

~ been done with the finking fund. * But it'appears to’

bea -point deferving : the moft ferious confideration
of . government, how far it would not be - better to

forego,at leaft for the fpace-of a few years, the ad-’

vantages that ‘would: accrue from a more rapid in-~
creafé of the fund;*and, inftead of adding the intereft
of the puirchafed -débt ‘to the capital, to leflen or

: G . Temove
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’rcmovc all“fuch “parts of - our- prefcnt taxes- as
"provc parucularly fcvere in' their  operation. +.Of
‘this nature, ‘and firlt, in the pernicious effects which
‘»they produce;’ muft'be'ranked, all‘fuch taxes as. tend
to retard the’ pro‘frrefs of agriculture ; fuch as thofe
‘on. malt, ale, honfc:s and cdrts employed in_farm-. '
~ing “the tax ‘ont’ falt; and all* faline fubftances’ wlnch
5otherw1fe rmght be’ employed as manures:.-and,
" ‘next o thefe, all fuch taxes as tend to- raxfe the

‘¢ommon articles of’ confumption above the price

“which® pcoplc in the middle ranks-of life. can:af-
,’ford to give for them; -of which' thofe on: wine,: tea,
and fuoar, are at pxefent perhaps thc moﬁ am-

e

It may, mdeed be obferved that thefc hot be-

. ing articles of neceﬁity, but ‘of luxury, nothing:can
- with “more propriety-be: taxed. - But,’ tbou0h this

may be proper and: 1eafonablc to 4 ’certain- extent,
jt muft be obvious ' that it ‘mdy be carried too far;
as there is reafon ‘to believe ' is at prefent the: cafe

Wlth the taxes on all thefe articles. : :
“If the finking fund' be’ mcreafed to fix: mﬂhons,

‘and- the “intereft thereof apphed ini this manner,

as three hundred thoufand pounds -of :our;prefent

“taxes would thus’ be done~away’ yearly, there-
lief which, on this’ plan, ‘might be given to “almoft
all’ claﬁ'cs of ‘thé community, would be . fo. great,
‘that’ the - {cheme “of - placmg all: future: affeflments

upon mcomc, -would meet: with::a" much :better

rcceptxon than otherwxfe itivmay’ probably::ido.
: Even
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Fven alchoucrh no ;addition . may ;be made :to thc
finking:fund, . the moft beneficjal eﬂ'"e&s would arxfc
from applying the intereft of, it in this manner It
‘would give fatisfaltion to, pcoplc in.every, rank

but, to all.whofe fortunes -are moderate, and efpe—-

cially to .annuitants of fmall income, who of lae
have fuffered proportionally. more; than., others have
done, it -would afford a degree of rehcf whxch

hlthcrto -they.. ‘have - not perhaps expe&ed, but

‘which- certainly. ought to be ‘given them, as foon as

with any propuety can be done. e appears, Jn-

fent generatlon w1ll be entxded, xf twy comc frcely
forward not only with the war expences ‘mthm the
‘year,-but. with fcveral millions annually | f'01 the re-

' moval of -that: grezt load. of debt, which,. unfortu_’

turys: and that would pafs on w:th thc mo& dc-

ftru&ive confequences to their fucceflors, were ;they ‘

now.to act; with lefs, public fpirit and energy. .

tant ;effects -w,womd,_,r,ef,ult_friom;; a,giug: ‘ap!phcva'tlon
even-of theiintereft of the prefent finking fund, .in

- leffening the:amount of our exifting taxes: every ar-

ticle-of confumption. would fall in, value, by whlch

all our: manufa&ures would not only be fold at. lower '
rates at homc, but the .nation would be; enablcd
‘with{more- certainty, .. to . prefcrve the fupcnonty
‘which it has attained in. foreign. markets. . As pro-
vifions fwould be.:more eafily. obtamed populanon ‘
e \ . G a2 ; would
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would: mcreafe at the fame time that a ftop. would
be. put to:'thofe extenﬁve emigrations, - which only.a

few years -agoirofe to-a very alarming theight,” and

to-whichi there is reafon to fufpect-that. only a tem-
porary: check: has been given, by the war.in. which
almoft: every kingdom in Europe is more or lefs en-.

'gaoed

The htoh rents wlnch of hte years proprretors

have put ‘upon their - lands; has, . indeed, been: af~

figned as the chief caufe of thefe emigrations. But

from .what caufe..did . thefe htgh rents proceed?'

From the only well founded caufe of complaint

- which. exx(’cs in this country ;. the htorh price.. of all
. the neceﬁ“anes and comforts  of life, .

the | certain
confequence of the. high taxes whlch people in
every rank are obliged to pay: for the regular dif-
charge of the intereft of our natlonal debt; and by

which,, landholders, like the pr0pr1etors of all other '
' commodmes, have been obhcred from time to ttme,

to raife the rents of their eftates, although by no

means in proportion to. the rife. which has taken'

place in the 'price, of other amcles. The re-
verfe, indeed, will be found, on: a fair. mqmry, to
‘have. happened for, whxle merchants and , manu-
fa&tlrers, are, very. umverfally all over the kmcrdom,
Jliving .in eafe, luxury, and aiﬁuence, a. great pro-
“portion of thofe whofe property conﬁi’ts .entirely, in
land; find it 1mpoﬁ"1ble to; live: upon their, income,
and are therefore deeply in debt..;
ﬁtuatton of one :part: of the commumty has:been

l - daily

-So: that while the

bt e L i St
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daily - improving - better, - that -of landed proprietors
has 'become confiderably worfe. . Fifty or fixty years
ago,  landholders “were / not “only -confidered: ‘s the
moft refpe«ftable clafs of inhabitants, but!they were
unquef’txonahly the ‘moft " opulent. :Now they, ftand
low in'the fcale with regard to wealth; and w1th thlS
their refpetability would likewife foon ﬁnk were
they Tiot o be- fupported. RIS DA

““Thofe who ‘have ‘not" adverted to the 1mportant
change which has’ thus - taken - ‘placein the " ftate of
country gentlemen, are apt to ‘obferve, that it muft
proceed from a' fault in their mode of living, which

~ they ou0ht therefore to corret. But this is fo far from

bClDO' in general the ca{'e, that even with the utmo&
cconomy ‘and attention, it is not now in their power to
live as’ they formerly did.* Their income,’ 1ndeed
is mereafcd, but ‘not in proportion to “the ‘taxes
with' Whl(‘h thcy have been loaded, or to thofe
great’ fortunes by which. they ‘are - every’ ‘where
furrounded ; - either: acqu1red more flowly -by our
merchants and manufaé‘turers at home, or more fud-
denly 1mported from the Eaf’c and Weft Ind:es. ~In
the’ natton, a'very large proportton of famlhes, who -
formerly lived ¢hiefly, or perhaps’ entirely, on their -
eftates, are now -obliged to remove to towns, .where

they- may’ ‘with more eafe live in obfcure retirement 5

and”'thus' lefflen™ both  their- 1mportance and utthty

‘tooether with: their expence of living;.:

Nothmg but a ‘confiderable reduéhon of our: pub-
i ' G 3 lic
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lic. debt ‘can tend to avert the deﬁrué‘twe confe- | be, .to enable government to purchafe every variety o
quences “which foon' would . enfue from this® re= : of: ftock at par,"or the :price at-which it was |
fpectable part of -the community being obliged to borrowed ; from . which, -indeed, - much. benefit
defert their: domams, and to leave them in thé pof- " would ‘accrue to many who have-purchafed while g
feffion of - agents.. ‘We. ought, therefore,: as!:we ftocks:. have been low; but, as individuals obliged
value- the ‘peace’ ‘and fafety of the ‘realm, and in to part thh their properties thould-at all times ‘be
“order - to prevent -thofe dreadful: calamities: which ~ well -paid for them, and as it would tend greatly to
have fallen -upon other countries, -particular 1y on - fupport the national charaéter to give a fair ‘allow-
one of the moft important of the Britith domi- ance . to ' their public creditors,: a facrifice to this
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, ‘mons\, almoft:at our very doors, : the kingdom:of
~ Treland, chiefly from the non-refidence of: proprie-
tors," to do all in our power.to: obviate and reniove
~ the . caufe of it among ourfelves. ~And"it may be
fpeedily done, if the plan which is here pointed dut,
or any other on fimilar prmcxples, be purfucd thh
fteadinefs. R U S LR
- 'That this, however, or any Other fchemc Whlch
may be preferred for the reduction of our national
debt, may proceed without irterruption, a'price
- fhould be fixed by act of parhament, at which “all
_ quantmcs of ftock thall hereafter be fold, which go=
vernment may be enabled to purchafe; otherwﬂ”e,

4s the quantity of ftock would yearly:leflen: by the

yery operation of the. fcheme itfelf;: the value of the

remaindeér: mlght rife to more than the pubhc oucht

togwefor it, S It BN H P
'The value thus £o be aﬂixed to it: bcmg a pomt

of much- importance to: frockholders, as well:as to
the public, would require very ample cofifideration)
) Thc plan leaﬂ: lidble: to objeéhon would probably;

bezp

amount will not, perhaps, on this view of it; bc conﬁ-
dered as more than ought to be made. - '

- If; however, it be judged a haldﬁnp to obhcre
ftockholders who have purchafed when the funds were
high,ito fell at par, it may be confidered, how far it

- might be' proper to admit of all holders of ftock be=

ing entitled to receive for it, in all their tranfactions
with: government, the prices, whether they were high
or-low, which they aually paid for it previoustoa
law for this purpofe taking g place. The confequence
of which would- -be, «that whlle much ftock might be
purchafed above par, much would be fold at lefs. SG,
that, on- the .whole, the difference between the two
{chemes, in point of expence to government, Would

_ not be confiderable.:

thchcver fchcme be adopted, the eﬁ‘c& w1ll

'pxobably be, to prevent all varicties of :ftock
" from : rifing -much - above. par. : They would: com-

monly;:’:iﬁdeed;zf»fell:i at.lefs ; by which an entire
ftop: would - be i put to :that:deftructive {pirit for:
t*amblmg which:the. hlgh price; of the- funds- tends
i , G 4 - fo
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fo remarkably" to ‘produte ; ‘from which this:far-
ther public ' benefit ‘would ‘accrue; “the™ ‘whole:of
our -national:wealth; as I have already had ‘occafion
to remark; would;iin that cafe, be! oenerally dif=
fufed: :and employed in:every variety-of ufeful un-
dertaking " through: .the kingdom, inftead : of:: bemg
kept-in-:that unproductive. ftatein- which, tol:a
large -amount, -it has ‘hitherto . been;: either, when
there has been the: profpeét of Jarge advantages

_being -given by government, or. of a- conﬁderable ’
rife in the price of the funds being hkely to.take

place,,;,ﬁ NPT o TR
.."As .foon, howeve1 , as the real mtereﬁ of the na-
tion, on this very 1mportant pomt, fhall be, under~
ftood, ~an " 1mmed1ate and - certain remedy for;. the
_evil is luckily in our power. Let the. price. of

ftock for the future  purchafes of . ‘government, be -

fixed either on the plan which I have fuggefted, or.on
any other that may appear to be more fair. and. -equi-

table, for thofe who may be. obhged to fell;:but
" which will not be fo high, by a great deal, -as the
_prices which heretofore have commonly been given;
- and a very important part. of the baneful tendency of
- the funding : fyftem will at once. be done away ;- for,
-if a moderate fair price be. fixed on," :above which
: he ftocks : fhould - never -be. allowed 1t -rifeysas
‘no confiderable:; gain: could, “in that cafe; be. derived
from {peculating on their eventual increafe;; no large
-+ fums: would in'future ‘be.kept-in referve; as hitherto

‘:has beengdonefw;xth&»a view toithis.deftructive traffick,
e ’ In
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. In the méan time the effe€t-of it would. be great
and immediate, - in: promoting every 'national im-

provemerit ; { while :the. advantages,- that . would ac-
crie o all-claffes of men, ~from their taxes on
articles of confumption being diminifhed,  either on
the-plan which: has here been fugg’eﬁed ‘or on‘{fome
other that might -be fuppofed :to anfwer ‘better,

would foon be great, beyond all that; at. ﬁrﬁ v1ew,:

can perhaps be fuppofed to arife from it.
! Government, -however, has not as yet fo .com-

’~pletely abandoned ‘the. funding fyftem, as:to:admit-
of theu' a&ing in this manner. Not " daring to

truft” enurely to' any other fource “for. their - fup-
phes, they fill Judge it proper’ to fupport the funds

(': with thexr whole intereft. * For which purpofe, an-aé -
‘of ‘parliament | "has been obtained for the fale of the

’natlonal land-tax; the price of which bemo applied

‘to the purchafe of ftock, as the quantity would be
, thereby greatly reduced the ‘remainder Would ne-
"'ceﬂ'arlly rife invvalue. s

* But,'as there s reafon to beheve, that the fcheme,

~invevery part of it, would prove hurtfuly not only
to proprletors ‘6f land, but to:the whole nation;: it
- luckily happens “that “it is not likely to be ever car-
“ried into effe@. "+ The difficulties’ to which it is lia-
“'ble;are indeed fo various and: important; as to leave
“little ‘room'to ‘believe that much of the land-tax '
“:will ever. be purchafed. ' :

“‘While the:fcheme: would certamly provc greatly

?detnmental to:the: pubhc, by giving a high artificial

value
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value to. the funds, and would thus ferve to attratt a
ftill greater proportion. of the national wealth towards
‘them, it wou]d act xmmedmtely, and in various ways,.
to, the, difadvantage .of all. proprietors of land; who,

Oht veft, their;money in the purchafe, of ;this tax,
If the quantity. of three per cents, now fixed on as
-the price of ity fhould be given, no advantacre wouldk
accrue from the . tranfa&xon till this ﬁock ﬂlould fall.
‘below ﬁfty per cent; fo that wlxatever is given for it
above ﬁfty per. cent, togetbex wxch every ; arncle of [,
expence to agents, muft be conﬁdered as.an entlrc
and xmmedlate pecuniary lofs, for Wthh no beneﬁc

is ever to be recewed While on the plan of pyr- .
chaﬁng thh money, it muft be equally detrlmental if

more than  twenty years pulchafe fhall ever. be gwen

,' for 1t, at the fame txme, that no. advantaoe what-‘
ever can be derived from it by govemment, 1f more -

Athan this be not obtamed forit.. ...

Tt would be placmg a very extenﬁve capxtal ina

| ﬁtuauon “highly difadvantageous, to the adventurer,

fxom which no adequate return could bé obtained. -
It would, in fad, be finking the money, on a per-
maricnt'arinuity indeed, of {fomewhat lefs-than five -
per cent; but, when txe fame rate of intereft, or
even more, can be every where got, and on.the bei’c _
fecurity, with a certainty of the money: ‘being repaid .
when defired, the. dxfadvantaoe of fixing it on;the .
fame .annuity, with no certainty. of being able tores::
ﬁlme the caplcal when it might even: be parucularly‘-;a
wanted ~muft. be clear; and obv1oum\
1 | | On-
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- On this view of the meafure; it would be obliging’
the “proprietors of land, not only ‘to ‘pay a’ “heavy’
annual affefmént, over and above what is done by |
any other clafs of the community, "as’ ‘Hithérto they.‘

havé done to the extent of ‘two' mx]lxons yeally’ but

10 place an immenfe capital; to'the amount of forty.
rmlhom, as the purchafe of this* aITe{Tment, in‘a -
ﬁtuatlon very difadvantageous to them and their f'a..'

mlhes.

ing ‘with money expended on the purchafe of land.

The value of land is expected to improve;; ‘and, in-

a great proportlon of cafes, it undoubtedly does fo
in a very conﬁderable degx‘ee, whereas annuxtles,

arifing from money funk on the purchafe of the

land-tax, will ‘remain’ permanently the fame : real
property in land is ufually conne@ed with fome de-
gree of intereft and Conﬁderauon, which will not at=
tach to mere annmtants on land. _

“Another vexy important Ob_]C&lOIl with land-
holders to the purchafe of this tax, muft be, that
if it were removed they would fooﬁ; probably,
be: made hable to anothcr, probably of creater
extent.” e - i

prefent tax which it pays be purchafed or not " But"

the leaft - confideration muft make it appear, that
no minifter: will*fo readlly place 2 new aﬁ‘eﬁ“— :
_mcnt on Lmd while* ‘highly charged withan"0ld

one,

‘Foritis not true, that money employed f‘or '
the purchafe of this tax is placed on the fame foot-

In anfwer to t}ns, mdeed, it is faxd that o*her ‘
'aﬁ"eﬁ‘ments may be placed upon”land, whether the

S
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v one, as he mloht be mduced to do were thc land en-

]
"'4""“, Aot Y . P Ll
E K . . |

Tt s obvrogd{ly,' therefore, agamﬂ: the " intereft

war i

of landholderéf to, purchafe “their” land‘tax, “even’

1f thc abfolute prormfe of govemment be nor. gwenf
them, that therr properues fhall - -not, . m future, be;
alfeﬁed but in an equal propornon wrtn every other
artrcle of income. ’

Nty tlns fhall be done, 7and the prefent tax be dlf |

-

pofed of at 1cfs than twenty years, purchafe, lt may ,

be for the 1ntere{’r of fuch proprietors of. land as pof-‘
| fefs laroe momed caprtals, to purchafe then {hares of
it; otherw1fe they muft be hurt, 1,2 mo{’t 1mportant
defrree, by the tran{a&ron.i- L :
, Nor is it fair or equrtable that the purchafe of
thrs tax fhould be cxpe&ed of landholders a mea-
fure whlch on . the plan, by whrch it is meant to

carry it into eﬁ‘e& would prove . fo mmous to, that .

ufeful and rmportant clafs of the, commumty, that it
undoubtedly has been adopted wrthout advertmg to

vvvvvvv

produce.

- When ;there was httle or no other Wealth in

the .nation, land was. neceﬁ‘arrly conﬁdered as
the . chlef objeét. of taxation, . But, now that land
avowedly, even on Mr. Pitt’s calculation, does not
yield one third of the natronal income, and on mine

‘not

”ePfcé‘ts Wthh, in a pecumary"‘
Nor fhould they be m-: '

banke rs,
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not nearly.a ﬁﬁh, is it proper or juft that it hould
be L'\xed more heav:ly than other propertres are 3

Inﬁead of calling upon the proprretors of land:
to purcha‘fe th(:‘lr land- tax, or expeéhng others
to do ity tlns ta‘c ought, in. eqmty, to be at oncej
anmhrlared and income from land be’ put upon‘
the fame footmg ‘with that whrch arifes from : any
other fource.  Were this to be done, ‘there is
reafon to beheve that more publlc benefit would ac- |
crue from it ‘than’ is " ever hkely to arife from the

-----

» plan which government ’lppCaIS at prefent w1lhn0~
to promote for it. p

One certain’ eﬁ'c& of any extraordmary fum of
money bexng advanced by proprretors of land and
i'urely forty mllhons, only about the neat value of' the '
land-tax at twenty years purchafe, 1s an extraordmary
fum, would be, ‘that their eftates would not be fo
fulls y-improved as they now are. The mﬁuence of
this, aoam, on the produce of land, need fcarcely be
notrced The effect would be ‘almoft as 1nﬁanta-
neous as it would be umverfal Imp1 ovements would
be neole&e(l in pxoportron to the amount of this
.advance produce would fall Ahort, and provrﬁons

",of evcry “kind be to purchafe at greater expence
than hitherto they have “ever been.

Were men “of
landed property equally opulent with merchants,
'and manufa&urers, there would be" lefs

objeétlon to their | purchaﬁng thIS ta‘c,» 'as, “in
_;"hat cafe, tney mrght not only advance the 'prxce of
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it to covemment, ‘but, at the -faine ‘time, retain a
fufhmency for the improvement of their eftates.”
. But although, at one penod it was fuppofcd by
‘~-many, that landholders were -in ‘general- fufficiently
wealthy to admxt of - this, - yet ‘thofe-who havehad

beft accefs to be: acquamted with the teal fituation of -

this clafs of the community, have long known. that
it is far from being fo; and the fact has been amply
confirmed by the- event of the experiment on the.
increafed amount of the affefled taxes of laft year;

 from "which it clearly appears, as’in the courfe -of
"thefe obfervations has been repeatedly noticed, - that
the wealth of the nation is not now in the hands of
landholders. hE e e

-~ Situated, therefore, as, in-a’ 01eat proportlon of 5

m{’cances, the propuetors of land’ Lndoubtedly are,
“with funds in no degree adequate to the improvement
“of their peflefions, to deprive them of a confiderable
part of them, - for the fpeculatwe pulpofc of gwmg
an artificial value to the funds; appears to be'a mea-
fure rcplete with a degree of mifcl ncf that fhould not
be hazarded. ' It’ mu{’r alfo, on 'mature. confider-
ation, appear to be an aft’ of fuch fwenty, as, per-
‘k haps, was never before mﬂx&ed on any ‘branch of the
_community.” With the fame propriety every-other
clafs in the natxon (hould be’ oblzoed to purchafe the
various taxes which they now pay,- for’ their win-
dows; houfes, carriages, and other articles; ‘nor, ill

thxs mdeed 15 refolved upon, can any oood reafon be

affi gned
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affigned for.a »hardfhip’ of this, magnitude, 'compli-
cated, and fraught. as it is, - with various pernicious
coni"tquences, being made to atr.ach to. thofe whofc
propcrty confifts in land. TN R T
- Again: it-has been ﬁud ‘that tHe land tax wxll be»
purch*a.fed by others, if it be. not by the proprietors.
Tinie -only can:thew whccher this will, happén or
not ;--but-there is- reafon to believe that it will nat-

- take place to. any confiderable amount.- I have al~

ready had occafion to remark, that no particular be- .
nefit can ac;rué from money being placed in. this
manne_r,b,utilefs' ithe -land-tax be fold: at-lefs ‘than
twenty years purchafe, which it can never‘be for the
intereft of government to do, while all fums of mo-
ney. that. ‘may be placed on this fecurity muft at-all
times: be :attended with . one . very important difad-
vantage.- L hey, would pofiels,. indeed, the - mott
complete fecurity. for - the ‘payme'n_t of 'the intereft;
but-no &r;ainf.‘;}f,_pn .the part of -the proprietors, of
being ever «able to; refume their capitals. - ‘Now;  in
vefting; ‘money, beﬁdes full fecurity for the 'regular
payment of intereft, people with to have.it in their
power to refume the principal fums likewife. Buti
this would not_be the cafe with money, emplov»d in
purchafing:. the; land-tax, for: neither. government,
nor any individual, would ever be obliged to pay.it;
by which, money, ﬁxcd in thxs manner, would be at~
not atrach to. loans, even on common mortgaoes., Ic )
may, indeed, be obfcrved that, in courfc of umc,
monev
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" money in this ﬁt’uationk'_may be expected to become
faleable, like other kinds of  ftock. ~ 'This, -how-
“ever, would not probably happen; for, being liable
to difficulties which do not apply to other kinds of
frock, property in this ftate would have little or no
chance of ever rifing in value, while, very commonly,
it might fell with. conﬁdelable lofs. Theintereft not.
being payable in London, nor any where but in the

“counties where the principal fums mlght be fecured,
would, in the courfe of bufinefs, be produ&ive of fo

“much inconvenience and’ diftrefs, - that, from- this

" caufe alone,” monied mcn muf’c very. umvemlly be
induced to Ob_}ﬁ& tQ it. - SEIEERTIEE
Thcre is,. therefore, no reafon to- beheve that
much of the land-tax will ever be purchafed ‘The
{cheme holdmg out no partlcular benefit whatever
- to men of landed property, while, in various ways,.

it would prove hurtful, 1nd1v1dually, to ‘all of them; :

prejudicial, in a great  degree, to’ the . proorefs of

agrlculture and manufa&uxes, and inconvenient to B

men w1th money capxtals, few, who have had thefe

ercumﬁ:ances in v1ew, will be mclmcd to enoaae.

1n it. X : v
" But, ‘while there is much caufe to imagine that no
: Conﬁdcrable part of the land-tax will ever be pur-

chafed, it does not appear, either that any :ithconve:

nience will be experienced by government from the -

. failure of thc {cheme, or that, in any manner of way,
the public will be. hurt by it. ~The national debt,
' -mdecd will not be reduced, which otherwxfe it might

o',7 . o ‘ | -~ have.

13 )
‘have . been: ‘But, as this was to have ‘been done,
“not. by the operation of any new funds or refources,
“but by. the alienation ‘of a fum- nearly equal to the
legal intereft of  the debt to be purchafed, any ad-

~ vantage to be derwcd from. the " tranfaction would

‘have been ‘more apparent. than real; dcluﬁve, and

' thereforc not to bc trufted,

T he redu&lon of our publ;e debt, as qu1ckly as
with proprxcty it can be- done, . is an objett of fuch

: uuhty and, neceﬂity, that all, who with well to their

- country, muft cértainly hope to fee it accomphfhed

~ Nay, it appears to be the defire of almott every in-

dividual in the nation, that a fcheme. for - this pur-
pofe fhould, without lofs of time, be adopted The
minifter has, thexef‘ore, litle or no oppofition to
‘expect -to :any well- concerted -plan which he - in-’

_-clines . to. propofe thh a ‘view to it; either by a

farther taxation of 1 mcome, or in any other way that,
‘on farther. conﬁderauon, may appear to be prefer-

,able. ~ But, that'a plan for this 1mportant purpofe
: ‘may meet with the full'and entire fupport of the pub- .
i thhout whlch no conﬁdera“ble fcheme of finance
- can fucceed it muft reft on a foundatlon that is not
B in any - degree delufive or doubtful, exther in the
- means that may be. reqmred for carrymo it into

execution, or in the effect which it may be able
to produce. " If a plan ‘were now _ brought - forth,

. from which it fhould appear, that, in the courfe of a
- few years, a conﬁderable part -of the natxonal debt
could be paxd offy and that the intereft of the. debt

H . ~ thus
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thus to be purchafed, fhould be applied yearly for
the removal of thofe taxes which hitherto have
been. placed on’ “articles of confumpnon, the moft
decifive fupport would be given to it by per-
fons of every rank ; for it fo happens, that, on this

jmportant point,’ all claffes of men'are of the fame
They are anxious to fupport that confti- -

opmxon.
tution and govcmmcnt, under which they and their

forefathers have: enjoyed - more- -complete happmefs
- and fecurity; than ever, perhaps, fell to the lot of any
~ other people. They fee that nothmo is fo likely to
- ‘deprive them of .thefe ‘effential and peculiar benefits,
or of the power of tranfrmttmg them to their pof.

- terity,. as: the. evils which they. are . apprehenfive
may @ ar1fe from. the great. accumulation of national
debt, were it not o be fpeedily reduced. .And, al-

- though hxohly taxed already, yet,. fi ndma that:they -
‘are pofleffed of means,. which, . if applied with. eco-

" nomy, would be fully adequate to the. purpofe, they
“will not only give them with cheerfulnefs, but arexde~
ﬁrous, on thefe conditions, that they may be called for.
Wuh the mxmﬁer, therefore, “the- buﬁnefs muft
re{’c ; and whenever he {hali thmk fit. to adt in.it;; he
Wﬂl plobably ﬁnd from the . general approbatlon
“with, which 2 fcheme of fuch, umverfal utiligy will, be

recexved that it wﬂl not only be eafily carriedinto |
cffe& but that 1t w111 _every,\ ‘where diffufe more f2- &
tlsfa&xon than’ ever before arofe from any propofal y |

have had it m thexr power to eﬁabhfh. S
: ~or

whxch he, or anv other in the condu& of orovernment,

Ctws )

e

In ithe preéedmo eﬁ‘ay I'had occaﬁon to re V I .
that landholders, mf’cead of " being “defired tmar{,
chiafeé‘thicir land-tax; ought at once to'be r;'Purt; ‘f
frot it, and'be | put ‘on the fame" footmg with t(hvef '
whote wealth arifes ﬁ'om money or othier pro g
prodqug mcome In equity - this ou0ht gertp er;y
to be'done;’ ‘dhd there is reafon to: hope that - o
verAy ch{l‘cant penbd it will happen a<t wno
s~ long;' “howevér, - ag’ it .
to continue this ﬁngular and- fe\:ZreJu:I?:fc;mguxtoper
land, Whlch will probably be the  cafe as Tong =
landed* proprletors ‘think ‘proper ‘not even 'to n?alj:

Ay
CQUeﬂ: ito' parlxament to - get free” of lt and
¢ A

th
all fubmlt to" it without' ‘faymg that, it is'a’ griev-
a 5
fice, a5 Hitherto they have very' unaccountably doné;
3

| there'is juft'ohe method of applying the fiind that 1s

Z:Dtamed from it; which ‘might glve fatlsfaéhon 1
ofé oh whom it is'levied, ‘and’ to which- thcre 1(:

,teefon to hope'theéy Wlll appear to be entltled

Hao The
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"'lie puipole to which T'allude; is the: Improve-
'j'xmc_’ﬁt:b:f' : Agnculture 3 an obJeé\:of ‘more" real .;lﬂmr
‘portance to Great Britain, than ‘any that We can ever

“pérhaps have in view. 'Our i'COmmerce'.and;ﬁma}g;u-

| Filtites 'are very produétive s but,: if in’ fearch-of
ks Kind of wealth, we negleét the neceflaries and

N comforts of life, we fhall retain the fhadow;: and lofe

“the fubftance ; ‘while in the aé of doing fo we incur
“he Tifk of 1bﬁﬁ’gl Both our- fpirit and-independence,
together with that importance among ngtighss'whiﬁh
“we have gained; the neceffary: effect -of 1our; be-
" coming dépendent on others for our fubfiftence.:;..

i Agricultre, ‘as “the firft and. r_nq[b;impc'r;zt;anggb-
fé'&*iﬁ'ith all:nations of* ‘territorys. thould be; carried
E: '.“t'o’j"t'h"e" zg”r‘i::’ité(‘; poffible -perfection; before any. igon-
 fiderable encouragement is:given to -manufactures,

e bught, indeed, to be confidered -as . the life and

S gsul of allmanufactures,” which.: will every. - where
‘prof.per and flourifh +nearly:iin . proportion.-as. the
N 'ﬁgri'c;uitUi'e?'df' the:¢ountry-is-more:orlefs in-a ftate Qf

R O T T T SR Ry T

perfedtion,t o i B
Liv: Somie; - indeed, ‘who are: ;accg_{’co‘mcd;{ 10 believe
““that every thing-may beaccomplifhed with ‘money,
“are induced < tor fuppofe, that by giving,.full .en-
' cduragement “to- manufactures; bringing .them to
g {tate of “profperitys and thereby:: attradting wealth
' frontt abroad, that we muft neceffarily poouraee
' bur national agriculture at:the {ame:time . By, in
. realys- this-is feldom!found ito;thappens . perhaps
“id 'no infance whatever - with COUﬂtrle“;WhO P;’i;‘
G e 1 ofs

SR
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-fefs any. iconfiderable. extent of. territory. ~Nations
-aboundingin-population, as well as in the ,:n"qc‘:'é{fafric':s
 of lifes-will always. derive advantage from a flourifh-
ing ftate: of ithejr. manufactures 5 and thcwealth
“which>thefe * produce will .give: farr._théxjf cncourage—
“ment:to-.the .improvement . of . their’ foil. .. But,
- wheremoney:iis: already . abundant, and ﬁ the popu-
- “lation'not great,’as-is precilely; the cafe ‘with this
Country-at.prefent, manufactures, if carned beyond
Jaicertainextent; will be produdlive of the very con-
“traryeffect s and may even be carried fo far as: com-
pletelyto- check:the improvement;of. land In this
) f’{a.té“'(’i):f“f-_a{f country, a - few. opulent’ me rchants Jand
: ﬁi‘dﬁufaéfu}érs;_i may:: improve the. fmall _prbp_cr;_ics
‘which’they poflefs in the shigheft : poffible-manner ; -
;"fw\lii‘;l_é?;é;flgre’at»‘p'ropoi;tio'n of -the ¢omiguqu§ diftrits, -
- énd7"é{?e'n:»qf the-whole:Jands in the. nation;. ,:gquq:lly
" fit'fori cultivation, may remain: for-ages in-a ftate of
“patures’ and{the caufe-is:obvious: . ,
© %:If much larger profits-are:to.be obtained by ;pi_a-— |
nufadtures than can poffibly be got in.agriculture,
“and-if highérwages are given to workmen in the one
“line‘‘than" the'iother-cam laﬁfo;jdf,; .as’ ngxy‘_-‘, is. un-

'doifb‘fedl‘yi the cafe:in this’f"~90~Uﬁtl'Ys‘r.'va,t}'vh_c.,‘;qué;y-*
" capital ‘of ‘the” kingdom - will -be . withdrawn . from
“every fcheme conneéted with agriculture, and, plaged
in midnufaftitess at’ the fame. time thag Jabourers
“daily* beeome ‘more difficult to. procure; and at
» 100+ iiééﬁﬁi’fe “to*admit.'of being: employed.
“Even“at prefent, this is fo-far the cafe with. us,

.' B H 3 - that
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‘thatin many: di(’eri&si:agf/iculturgf.;is‘: not advancing,
‘and evidently from this caufe..: Fory, over:the whole

nation, it will be found; that.while improvements in

- tillage are ftill carried: on with {pirit in- counties not
poffefied of large manufaétires;” they are veryicom-
“monly in a ftate of languor, and even falling: behind,
“where thefe have prevailed in any confiderable de-

- gree; 'which not: only attract  almoft-the ‘whole la~
 bourers of their.feveral diftricts towards:theih, but
- even the monied properties -of ‘the landholdets;as

well :as: of 'the ‘farmers, . who from' the 1 temptation

‘which' the' proﬁts of thefe extenfive ‘works- Hold
forth: to them,"are often induced either to-become

partners in them 1mmcdxately themfelvcs, or: toifix

their: fons in .them 'as ‘partners : - by: .which: their
' 'farmmo Capltals being diminifhed,: alk t’arther im-

provemcnts of their ' farms: are. cither put entirely

- out of their power; or they  proceed with:much lefs
“energy and effect. "~ So fary iidéed, shasthe influ-
‘ence of this'in many diftricts gone, that ifit:be not

~quickly counteratted, more national harmvis-likely

‘- to-enfue from it than all the wealth which the: moft
?.ﬁouufhmg ftate of our: manufa&ures ‘ean produce

b w111 ever be able to compenfate.

: Noris out:fituation; ‘in-this- Importanv pomt, in

i iiany-degreeffmgular: fimilar caufes will every where
“libe "firodij‘é‘ti‘Ve.'- of fimilar effetts:::7Andjaccordingly,
i every kmgdom of Europe, I am filkalluding to
“ pations poffefled of confiderable territorial- property,
fuch as France; Gcrmany, and Italy, iviswellkaown
Lo that,

(g )

that,’ with fcarccly any exception, . agrxculture ‘has
been moft - perfc&ly carried . on: where extenﬁvc
manufa&tlrcs have never exd’ted B

--1 de not from thlS mean to conclude, that manu-
{a&ures in thxs country ought not to be encoura«rcd
but I conﬁder it as a fair argument in fupport .of
.an- opmxon -which, 1 with to eftablifh, that ‘while
any confiderable palt of our’ 1mproveable temtory :
Lis. left negle&ed and - unproduéhve, particularly
whllc we are obhored to apply yearly to. other na-
- tions: for alarge. fupply of corn, which an 1mprov~
“ed cultwauon of our own fields would render un- -
neceﬁ"ary, it is for the general intereft cmd fecu-
1ty of: every part of the realm, that the moﬁ de-
cxﬁve ‘epcouragement. fhould be ngen to agrlcul-
ture : - by which abundanec being fccured of all the
neceﬂ'ames of hfe, ~with- thexr con{’cmt concormtant, .
“an_ extenfive populat1on, evety manufa&urc in. thc
kmcdom mloht then with more propriety | be en-
couraoed than can with fafety be.done at pre efem’:.

‘' Some- have been mduced to fuppofc, and even
boldly o affert; -that the acrxcultme of Great”
- Britain cannot be brought to a higher ftate of . per-
fection than that ‘to whxch it has: already attamed
but this 1s fo entirely contrary to.fact, - that all who
_are verfed in rural affairs will. adnnt, that, Wlth
due encouragement, our agriculture rmght thh eafe
bc 1mproved fo as to. yield confiderably more than
dquble probably, three times the prefent, amount
of it For it is not merely the commons, and thofe

H4
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orounds ufually ‘termed | waf’ces, -andof: whiehnthc
quantity over the nation is. very-greaty; which: fequire
lmprovement- ‘on ‘almoft every. fafm,: except:per-
haps-in: afew diftriéts’ of naturally. rich’ foil, -and
whrch have long been in‘a ftate of high: cultlvanon,
évery. farmer. will allow, that:with more ,ample funds;
the prodUee might be greatly mcreafed, by which
we,might not only. be rendered at all times, ‘and:in
all c1rcum{’cances, .completely :independent: of i othier
pations - for’ our - fupplies of corn, but enabled>to

fupport a much.mofe extenfive: populatlon' Ob-, '

jeéts of fiach" magmtude and 1mportance, “tHatydn
the -view:of natlonal ﬁrenOtb fecurrty, and comfort,
s fcarcely any: other can be: compared to. i w i

- Nor:would it be. either. difficult or expenﬁve to
give sfuch: encouragement to -this fource-of wealth

and: profpenty, as, in no great length of time, ‘would

 catrysitotolal ‘degree of perfe@ion “which it may -

otherwife never: be able to-attain, ; All that a {cheme
forthis. purpofe appears to. require, s an annnal al-
- lowance' in money,: which' the nationy: even in:the

expenﬁve war in- Wthh it is engaged; appears to-be

fufﬁcrentl,y ‘able to afford; this money to-be placed

under the drreéhon of the board of aorrculture, and

of. others in the drffelent ¢ountiés whlch that board.
fhould dire&t. ' ' S s

s,A\fmaller fum mlght perhaps anfwor the. purpofe,

; but where great objeé‘ts are:in.views. nothmgstrxﬁmg

- or ummportant fhould be broucrht forward.x .Having

Gt iy ’ maturcly_ .
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maturely confidered: the nature- and:’ importince of
- the: fubject;" the'yearly allowanceof fifteen hundred
- thoufand pounds; appears ‘to- ‘be the leaft that fhould
be - propofed “for ity which may:either- be obtained -
in the manner ‘which in :the firft of thefe:effays T
have ventured: to' fuggeft; from!the ;general affeff=
ment- of ‘income; -or from the*‘?produce*off the lands
tax;;: if Jandholders il continue: to<be - fe'harged
withity» andif - purchafers ‘do- not. appear::for i ity as
moftiprobably will ‘be" the cafe ; ‘or if neither of
thefe modes’ of : raifing the money for this purpofe
fhall:Be approvedof, it fhould be: furnithed from
fome: other: national fund, and. -given iasv a‘retrr—‘
bution to thofe from whom it: oughtinot for:con-
fiderable: time paft to-have been taken’st I'medn to
the proprietors; and improvers of the whole tetritory
- of the ‘kingdom; ‘whoj;-although 'now: the' ‘pooreft
clafs in:the: community, have. yearly beendoaded
withithe payment of :two’ ‘millions ‘over: ‘and above
their: proportions of other affeflments ;3 fum iwith
‘which they would have been' enabled; for thefe: fifty
years pafty to improve four hundred thoufand -acres
yearly :more: than they have ‘done’; from: which
“the ‘moft 1mportant -advantages “muft :long - fince
have'arifen;’ not only to all propnetors of land but
to the whole emplre. . S :

1:Of sther fum”'which : I-have : menuoned v Would
propofe;xthat» half 2 million fhould- be given in pre-
miumsiyearlyy through the meditin of the bOard of
agrrculture, conneted with provincial or county
. eftablithments




| proprletors, and in part of 1ntelhgent farmers,
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cPt ’bh{hments of the fame kmd :"in each county a
m o be. dl(’mbuted correfpondmg to its extent
and 1mportance, and entrrc}y under the dxré&xon of

1ts own board whlch ou0ht to be formed’ partly of
who

fhould ‘receive general 111ﬁru&1ons from “the  na-

'txomd board on- pomts chteﬂy reqmrmc “their at- .
ktentxon, but with full’ powers to ad;udge the pre-

miums of thelr own diftricts; mdependent ‘of -all

“controul, in order ‘to prevent wrth certainty” all .
“chance of jobbing or. unequal diftribution, ' together
ithh ‘the _}ealouﬁes and complamts whxch that

ould pnoduce. o

',The fums to be thus appropnatcd for premmms
- _;would be vcry conﬁderable on an ‘average each :

dcounty “would ~ receive - upwards of fix thoufand

pounds ﬁellmg yearly, the 1nﬁuence of Wthh, in

| ~_exc;t1ng ‘and’ promoung a fpmt of. nnptovement
“in’s cVery branch of agnculturc, Would probably be
‘great beyond any ‘thing ' that in" thxs or any ol:her

country has ever ‘taken place.
SRS Oucrht to be the’ great and Ieadmc obje&

“of every aorxcultural inftitution" to pxovxde againtt
every chance of famine, and: thus “to’ render i the
Ex:ountry 1ndependent of foreign: affiftance,: the pre-
“'miums to ‘be given by county “boards ought to
“have the’ encouxagement ‘of thofe articles chiefly: n
‘fvxew “which’ ‘would more partxcularly ‘adtiin: this’
 manner. - For promoting,” however, ‘thé orovyth of

corn, direft premiums for the oreateﬁ: number of
RN ‘ " acres

‘man and beai’c ,
' “Of thefe, none wxll doubt that the prefe' nce

. (123 )
acres kept in gram rmght do harm. farmers bemg

m crops of corn than is Ponﬁﬁent either thh thexr

S PR A

own mtere{’c “or thh that of the comm nity. “The
premlums thcrefore whxch have the encouraée‘ment '
of corn crops chxeﬂy in view, would be applied-with
more _propriety ‘and advantage for the 1a1ﬁ‘ng', of
thofe crops whxch not only ferve as. the beﬁ pre-

_paration f for evcry varxety of comv but whxch at the

fame time afford 2 dlre& fupp]y of food both for

‘fhould be given to potatoes, ~Whlch fucc d 1 *-WCH
in a great variety of clxmates, with fo feu 1
of failure, and. aﬁr"oxd fuch @, 1ar0e”pv pomon of
food, that they well may be termed the root of

.abundance. VVere that quantxty of potatoes 'to b;c
,planted yeally wl uch every farin may eaﬁly have,
famine would never: be, heard of From feafons
| bemg par t1cular1y bad, - we | mlght occaﬁomlly havc

a fearcity of corn of | every kind ; but in, every fea-

“fon we might depend ona full fupply, of tlns wholc—
H{ome article,. of. food;, whrch ;rarely. or‘never faxls.
One farmer may. have a worle erop of potatoes thah
wanother, or :the crop may. be ‘lefs. abundant _and
-even:not {o good over an exfenﬁve dxf’m& as 1t Is
- ing ‘others ;- but they. nevér. fall o) produce a very
large. fupply.efifood, . in proportron to the quanuty
',»::of grounduon whxch they BIOWs s, 3t




L Wlth the yxew of encouragmg a.full fup-‘
ply of this 1mportant article, I would pre poﬁei
that. three hundred -pounds ﬁer_hng ﬂ}ould be
‘ gwen year]y, in each county, for the beﬁ crop on
the largeft. _quantity. of ground. The quantltyl o

" not to be lefs than a hundred acres, and the SR
ground to be afterwards fown w1th wheat barley,"l S

oroats, ;-_xe\-.--.---...-_- 00
Tor. the. next largeft quantity of thie beft cropd'.

of potatoes, not lefs than forty acres, . - - - e I"éq"}‘ AR
~And for the tlnrd largeﬁ quantxty, not lefs we :

than twenty-ﬁve acres, - - = .- " - Q

good hufbandl y to be furmﬂled by the board 0

, cvery county..

-In like manner, for the three gre'tteﬁ quan-@ A

Aities of land; not lefs than one hundr ed: acr €s in S

‘the largeft,. forty in the fecond and twenty hve e

in the third, of the beﬁ turmps, carrots, cab'v o )
bages, or drilled . beans or. peafe The ground

to-be: afterwards cropped with wheat barle), ori

oats, “ TN B S B -‘-‘“‘

VI

I‘or the three lardeﬁ produ&s, of ther"'i’" /
heavxeﬁ and beﬁ corn, whether wheat barl:
- ley, or. oats, on qnantmes of land not lefs than T
one hundx d res, forty acres,

and twenty-ﬂve ‘

crop, :
I‘or the I:hree larde{’c quantmes of land plO g
})erly manured ‘with' lime,  mar),’ fea ’ware, ‘or
fliells, or any other arncle not produéed upon the"‘*.

 fhall approve;
3 ht‘

tobe? lefs than G
red . acres, ﬁfty acres, “and twenty-ﬁve AR

s et

the "quantr’ues “iot!

Carried over 1350 © O

.and the Greatelt quantmes produced on farms ofa”

dred pounds, another of one, hundred and a third

'breed of {heep ; the numbers allowed as above

s ) |
Brought forward 1350 © O
acres; and none of' he quanntles of cround for:: v/

which this prem

in competmon in any enfumg year, for the pre-~ T

miums N° 1, 25’ “and” 3y =
5. For the'bef’c management “of tarm manure,

given number of acres, one prize of ‘threéé hun‘ oo

ofﬁfty pounds, PRV E R ..~"_ "-,

LS o o

6. For the dreateﬁ; number of good horfe
which any falmer {hall breed and rear, the numbex
to be allowed m competmon not bemg lefs than
twenty, tlnee hundled pounds {’terhng 57 for” the
next largeﬁ number, not lefs than ten; pne htins”

3 Nl -

dred pounds, and for the tlnrd clafs, not bem’g‘“

( lefs than ﬁx, ﬁfty pounds, B 4.50 ° o

%. For the three oreateﬁ numbers of the be{’c
breed “of black cattle, partrcularly for oxen em- e
ployed in trllage, the numbers to be allowed 1
competition for éach puze to be ﬁxed by thie county
board of agrrcnltnre, R

_450 e X ‘

sy

8. For the three greateﬁ numbers of the beﬁ

being hkew1fe to ﬁxed by the board of agncul- 7

ture, .'" '7.

not being lefs than‘ forty, for the fecond twenty-" -

, five, and for the thxrd ﬁfteen, T 450 'o'
io. For, the greateft. quantlty of l'xndy I\eptzm

complete tillage,,, with the leaft num ;of o

vants, horfes,: and 0%en, . L
“11. For.the - reateﬁ quantxty ot' plantmg




thrée hundred’ pounds, one’ of a hundred pounds,

,fuﬂ"lcx 1t

-._:'(, '126}‘)

&2, Whmeensooipo Brought forward 435o o o

pomt under thcﬁ‘beﬁ mamoem’ent the roles for-itni Ledt
which to be’ given: by\the genetal board of- agrr "ﬁf -
culture, one prize: of 400/, the quantity not bemg
lefs thamone hundred - acres; a fecond prize’ of
2001 the quqntrty not lefs than ﬁfty acres ;. and
a third of ‘one “hundred pounds, the quannty not

bemd lefs than twenty ﬁye acres, o - - 700 ° 1]

I‘or the beft man'lc'ement of a farm in ’all .
its- parts $inc “which T ‘would 1nclude mcloﬁng,
draining," clearing the’ grounds of ftones'; neatnefs
in tillage, and in the mﬁruments employed in'ity
the largeﬁ moﬁ uleful ~and beﬁ managed gardens
and orchards 5 the complete def’n u&ron of weeds :
as well as various other artrcles 3 one prennum of

and'a third ofﬁftypounds, R A IRV 2 0 o o

"'To this fum: would be 'to add an’” allowarice -
for . expenceaof management ‘but, as in. every -
county in. the kmfrdom, a fuﬂicrent number of

proprretom and farmels would appcar thhout fec

or teward, to take clnroe of the general buﬁ-
nefs ‘of the board the real expence of tlus article” "
would not be 1mportant particalarly,” as much of

the bufinefs of every parifh ‘might be eafily ma-:: 7“7' h
naged by a, committee of its own mhabrtants,
chofen for partrcular purpofes by the county R
boards So that the chref expeuce of manage?w'%
ment would confift i ‘rent for apartments inthe”
couiity town; at which all general meetings would

be held ,«togethel with falaries to aifecretary : wii: 7
and clerk forall of .which ‘the yearly allowance ...« - i1 %
of three hundred pounds rnay be fuppofed to be .

Carrred over ,{ 5800.: d o

|
£
i
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* fhall eﬁrmate at . 7 ,-,j.‘ - mpermd e
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P ROt Brought forward 5800 o ©
And laﬁlya ‘an-: allowance {hou]d be made for - o
various unforefeen contingencies to which 'the in- =7 v

ﬁrtutron might probably ‘be expofed :which /T =
1 -:200.;0 00

) o ...,—..a-—
L . ) £'6100 o p ;O B

i -

On the allowance of half a mrlhon yearly to bc
dd’crrbuted among all the counties in the kmcrdom,
in proportron 1o therr extent and other - circum-
ﬁances, this fum of fix thoufand one hundred pounds
would be nearly a medrum of the’ whole : fomc of.
the ]arge{‘c would be enntled mdeed to a great
deal more;, in whrch there rnwht elther be two dif-

‘ m&s, thh an aorrcultural board - for each, or the

number of premzums might be increafed. .

The next, and not the lea{t important part of the"
plan, confifts in the apphc'rtlon of the other part of
the fum whrch I have fuppofed ‘the nanon {hould
allow for tne 1mprovement of. agrrculture, amount-

- ing. yearly to a million ferling. . -

This fum I would: propofe to be lent free of in-
teleﬁ for a* penod of twenty years, to proprretors
and farmers who might’ apply for it poffeﬁ'ed
Lof cnounds whrch the Board of Agrrculture for
the county, ﬂ“ould JU(‘leC to be. capable of im- .
provement ; -the money to be entirely at the drfpofal |
‘of the county boards,” who {hould be dxre&ed to fee
it properly applxed and to take fufficient fecurrty for g
»the repayment of the principal fums- and 'as it
iflﬁould not be-given in a greater proportron than

~ : five
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ﬁve pounds fterling for every acre to be im-

,proved a fum Wthh all 1mprovers would be thank~

ful on’ thefe terms to accept, two hundred thoufand
acres of land whrch at prefcnt are nearly unproduc-

,txve,wonld “from thlS fource alone, be ycarly brought
to a flate’ of cultlvatron 5 the very 1mportant ad-

vantages ‘of which, are fo obvrous, that they need
not here be enumerated o :
“As one million of this money would at the end of

‘twenty yea1 s become due annually, xf another mllhon :
','ihould ftill be given 'by the nanon, two mxllrons
~ would thus be employed yearly in’ the fame manner,,
by whrch, in ‘a very fhort perrod of time, all the
‘grounds in- the kmcrdom would be brought to the
higheft prtch of cultivation which they are capable ’
an event whrch there is no. rcafon to
fuppofe’ wrll ever take place if i it be not done by "

of receiving

this, - or fome’ other extraordmary exertron for the

| expence of the cultivation of land is fo orcat, and the,i
profits arlﬁng from it fo {mall and uncertam, ‘when
compared ‘with ‘thofe of trade and manufa&ures,
that large capxtals will feldom or never be employed
in it if pnbhc encouraocment be not, m one form :

or another,’ glven to it.

Hitherto our Board of Agrlculture has provcd .
of little unhty to the. nanon, merely from ‘the
funds: with whrch it has been fupphed bcmg totally .
- madequate to any rnpox tant exertion, : In orderto .

~ prove ufeful, this board muft have a large fum to.

dzfpofe of' yearly premmms mu{l be ngen, and, p
| S , : in
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-~ inithe prefent opulent f’rate of the kmgdom, thefe.
premxums, in"order’ to excite the attention of farm- |

ers; 'muft be’ ample. Small fums would be of little

or-no avaxl but to’ the amount afﬁxed to each ar-

txcle in the forecorncr fcheme, they Would give fuch; -

fpmt to every branch of' agrrculture as none Jcan:
“be ‘aware of who are not fully and lntxmately ac-:
quainted with the fubjet, ‘ o

The more 1mmed1ate advantages of' the fcheme

would be, that 1t would qu1ckly produee, as [ have:

already obferved a more ample fupply of all the ne-;.
ceffaries of life than. hitherto we hayve ever poﬁ‘eﬁ'ed

tooether wrth all thofe beneﬁcral effe&s whrch never .
fail'to refult f'rom theu‘ bemg abundant. It would,

neceﬂanlv tend toa rapld Increafe of populatron, and,

by excxtmg m our youth a greater bias for the im~ s

provement of land than for manufa&ures, it; would .
render ;hem more. healthy, more attached to their -
country; and therefore more to be depended on forits .
prote&lon,‘,:than men can m general be ‘whofe hves
are “uftally fpent in dlﬁipaclon, as too frequently
happens w1th the lower clafs of manufa&urers, when
colle@ed, as they now commonly are, in large -
numbers towerher, and who feldom place any va-:
lue ori"a’ country, but in proporuon to_the Price

‘which’ they recerve in it for_their workmanﬂnp.

Exceptlons to" this are no doubt to be met with ;:
but it muft-be admxtted that a nation whofe youth
confifts chleﬂy of manufa&urers, wrll never-be fo
fecure ‘or mdependent as it would be with the

S S fame“'“
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i premmms are to be. given;
“ties: might’ be very different from thofe to, which -
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iame populauon employed in - the - cultivation . of

SO e . TG ":1*"“&”*')‘,“!")""{ “si“"} "’( .
’I hat the v1ews whichi T have ventured to fiigge

‘for this deﬁrablc and interfting object; the improve--

rhefit of the agriculture of our country; are: the beft
‘that can be pro“ofcd I have not the vanity. to ima-

' crme “In various parts they would need from time to

‘time to be altered partxcularly in the articles for which

*:they”ought to'be app’ned in othersz In. fome&hey

" might" be given’ in-a greater proportlon forthe

) encouracement ‘of tillage, while in others- they: fhould |
be chiefly apphed to the 1mpr0vement of the breed

of cittle. The foregomg plan is held: fOl‘thz merely
“forithe” purpofe of having the: fubJe& more:fully
o conﬁdered by the nation, and if pofiible, by govern-.

) ment, than hltherto it appears torhave: been ~and if

~this’ “fhall ever be done, ahd more: ;ample! funds. ap-.
' propnated to ' theBoard of Agriculture,,much -
rtiore perfe&; ‘plans “will: be. broughtforth bys the‘
g umted cefforts of thofe: engaged in- this:: impor--

tant fotlrce of ¥ our” nanonal wealth and profpca
ity than any’ mdwxdqal can: poﬂ'lbly produce.

“Reom thefe it “would" quxckly ‘appear, thatin, thei
profecuuon of any ‘extenfivé fcheme: for, agricultural
our: ‘commons: ﬂnould be- dmded 3
* the erown” Aands:be’ dlfpofed »0f 5 n1:ythc:s - be
~‘done awav, by {ellingthem o, ithe. p_}opnetors by’-.
whom they are paxd or -in any,other manner: that:

‘ 1mprovemems, all:

- may

-whichin‘fome coun-
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may be:judged better 3 and:-that the, manaoement
of the poor thould be put on a different footing, 5
15 Witha view alfo of diverting. the. natlonal atten=
tion from that rage, or ftrong propenfity,. which for

 forhe: time ‘paft  has - prevailed. in. it for;, extenﬁve
manufaétures, it might ‘be an. 1mportam; ob)e& ,

~with -an agricultural plan of improvement, to com-
“birle, ‘as far.as it can :with propricty. be. done, the
praéhce of: agnculture with -that of 'the. manufacs
iturert ; ‘not-by . gwmg manufa&urers -the:
Jatge farms; but by allotting to all who fhould w1fh

for 1t, and wherever it - could be. done, a fuﬂiment
' quantxty Jof: ground for.a garden, and. for}the main-

tenance of ohe or two cows: - .. !

SRR RS

':Some;y indeed, have 1mag1ned that this ou0ht not

“to:be done, ‘being  of opinion that. the two employ-

‘ments muftibe carried on to greater. perfc&xo, when

- divided;-than. they can poflibly be: by one - perfon. ‘
.Butiwhile in:one view the obfervatlon 1S, fufﬁment-
“ly ‘proper:and ‘well founded, -in- others it certamly is
Tnot:d A manufa&urer would no doubt be unfit to
'?manaoe ‘any:largeagricultural undertakmg, but it
“does: not" appear how in any way he could be hurt
by having the 'charge of .a few acres; -which would
”‘5commonly be-all: kept in: grafs for his cows, cxcept- :
“ing fuch-parts:of it las he might wifh to wqu with
- rthe’ fpadéiforlithe ;production of garden. ftuffs, and
‘.poféiféié’sf for his family.::: Even this occafional occu-
“':‘_patxon*wuhthe fpade, however, would 1in the optnion
‘of many prove m_]unous to manufa&urcrs, from: their
: I2 - bemg |

o

harge of |
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‘being aftaid that it would occupy: time, which other-
* wife;might be- employed with: more .advantageiand
| Eproﬁc. ‘But:men. who. argue.in this, mannery, build

‘their-opinion on fpeculatxon, and not on practiceiand
‘obfervation. . . They: do not confult the nature.of
~fnan, who muft have.. fome variety in his purfuits,

-Gtherwife . hé. will be unhappys.and weall know
| :?how unproduéhve that labour. . muft be, while_thofe

by ‘whom:it is carried on-are in a ftate.of difcontent.

I appears indeed t6.be too. harth and fevere to infift
on: 2 ‘weaver. fpending every. m{’cant of. hlS timie ‘athis
‘oo, OF. &, {mith. 4t his anvil: accordingly it;-is
{eldom .or. never done; for:this clafs of men,, when
' deprxved of the .more rational occupaion. of work-
iing: and taking: charge of a fmall. portion of, ground
for'the. benefit of:their’ famﬂles, fcldom fail to fpend

| A c0nﬂderable part. of: their timein the ale-houfe, -
:«mdT not more than a few days of cvcry weck in bu-_

\ha,v'wnot hu:hcrto been 'colleé’tcd together, but
‘working . feparately, ‘and’ often at -a diftance. from
~each: - other, . commonly poﬁ'efs a; fcw acres ,of
. 5ground in the management of; whxch they not:only
~derive amufement and - happmcfs, but . they. and
their children, ‘while employcd in this manner, be-
‘come, more.robuft,:and healthy, . and imbibe, much
virtuous - pr1nc1p1cs than.:are. cqmmonly met

'thxs advanta €,

leleamong chofe manufa&urers who do: not anoy |
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~+The influence: of this is very rémarkable inithe

d:ﬁercnce whxch 1n thefe cifcumftances, takes: place,

‘bétween’ cotton ' manufa&urers, ‘who‘in’ general-are ~

‘colleéted together in ‘great numbers, “often to the
extent “of ‘more than a thoufand, and’ thofe “who
“carrfy’onthe manufacture -of ‘our ‘national - broad-
“cloth, “whoy -aimoﬁ ‘every where, work feparately

‘and- urié"dx?neé‘téd ‘with each other, ‘and employ-all
_.the“hours “which  they devote to  relaxation and

amufenient, in the care of their garden and other
fmall: pomons ‘of ground which:they happen-tc pof-
fefs’s ‘to which they and their families become com-

mohly fo' much  attachied, that' they have: ‘been
kilown to remam in them, fmall as- then- properrles ‘
comimonly are, for ‘many “generations. - Nor does”

the : pofieflion* of ‘‘this “variety make them ' worfe

tradefmen, “or 1nduce ‘them ‘to’ work - lefs; ‘as fomc '

fpeculanve men’ ‘have fippofed it would do “while,
in-various ways, it ténds to' make ‘them- mofe vir-

~ ‘tuous cmzens, this clafs of manufatarers are every
where noted for theiriinduftry, and for the quantity
6fcloth: Whlch they producc s and ‘we‘all ‘know that
the-article’ 1tfelf which has long been conﬁdgred ds

~-the ftaple- commochty of ‘our” country, is' the " beft
“afid moft: perfc& of 1ts kmd that any where can be
;met with, 1 -

“Some- manuta&urcs neccﬁ'anly rcqmrc ‘the united

labour of o many’ Wb Kmen: but this is not frcquent,
‘nor 'do-weknow of 4y which - require “fuch ‘num-
. f-bers to be employed in one bady as to preveit- the

1 ~ poflibility
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poﬁlbxhty of thexr ‘being all fupplxecl ‘with' {mall

-poﬁ'efﬁons of two or three acres. It may be'forthe

intereft of a few lar ge money pxoprletors to colléé
manufa&ure:s n oreat ‘numbers tocether, and thos
to cn]oy ‘the proﬁts of their accumulated labour’;.
but this bemg produétwe of the moft deftrutive

| conlequenceq, ‘both "to " the morals'.and health: of
fthofe whorn they employ, and- thereby detrxmental
bto the whole nation, - it is furely full time “that to
‘the very extenﬁve length’ to which" undertakmor
this kind are now - frequently camed fome check or
I eoulatron Ihould be applied. - R et %

5

~The moft defirable, and perhaps the mo{’c eﬁ"ec~

“tual mode of doing thrs, would be, for the Board of

Aorlculture, ‘when poffeffed of - powers and funds.
fufﬁcrent for the purpofe, to bring forth and fupport
a plan for giving to every: manufa&urer, ‘in all'dif-

wricts which’ adrmt of ity WO, - ‘three; or' four: acres
‘of ground,’ according to'the’ richnef§ of the foil:and
:other crrcumﬁances ‘of his* ﬁtuatron.‘ The:defire
“which umverfally prevails among’ ‘the lower’ claffes
“of people “for 'this kind" of poﬁ'eﬁ”lon, being every
“where oreat, were a plan of thls kind‘to take place,
a great proportron of manufa&urers* who'are now col-

lected in large boches, would feparate, and-become ‘

more mduﬁ:rrous, more ufeful and better members
:of locxety, than' they are ever: likely to be wul_c
| thexr preftnt mode of lee is purfued.’

In varrous ways, a fcherne of* Sthis” kmd would
prove tueful both 0. farmers and proprretors of

land

~ . . ’

$of

d
i
i
!
1
¢

- each of themy i - 4 R

“Even this ik Would conﬁder as an 1mportant acrx— :
, cultural nnprovement “for every acre which rmght'
: :;_thus be, given ito’ fchoolma{texs, and the fame obfer-;

-',vatxon W1ll apply to. thofe poxtlons of land whxch mav
o be
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Iand as well as.to manufaéturers. I ummproved

grounds were in. oenex al allotted for thrs purpofe, of

which, almoft every.: farm in the kmgdom contains a

- proportion, a very conﬁderable quannty, to the ex-

tent of feveral millions of acres, whrch are. now al-

moﬁ altooether unproduCtrve, mxoht thus be qmckly .
,1mproved to the higheft deorree of cultxvatlon, and |
at little or no expence ; for fmall portlons of land
:poﬁ’eﬁ"ed in this manner by mdxvxduals, are . ma-
| ‘naged, with no. other expendrture of time, the chlef |
article: of expence, it may be remarked w1th whxch |

all agricultural 1mprovements are attended than of
that. ‘which would -be otherw1fe fpent_' 1dlenefs.

;,T he very hrghe{‘r Value Would be glven for ground
,_;occupxed in- this, manner, and by a gtcat propor-
, uon of manufa&urers bemg drfperfed over the kmga
' dom, their -wives - and chxldren would in bufy fea-
-fons,- prove an ufeful and 1mportdnt addrtlon to the
:;_numbers wufually. employed in farmmg operatrons. e

~1.alfo think, . that, with the view. of adding to the

comfoxt and happinefs. of - a very ufeful fet of men,
- our. natronal {choolmafters, .. who hrtherto havc not'
_been properly .taken -care. of, a fmall portlon of

ovround,“fuﬁicrent for a: garden and for the mam-

. tenance-of one or tWo: COWS, fhould be allotted to
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be allotted to mahufa&urers, would yield more than
double the quantity which it commonly: does when
formmg part of an extenfive farm. In the one cafe
jt is feldom either fully: cultivated or manured ; .
whereas in the other, as every part of i ;t would be
repeatedly wrought with the fpade, and be regularly
furnithed with very ample fupphes of manute, every

_ fpot, occupled in this manner, _would qu1ck1y arrive -

at the higheft ftate of fertility to which it could
~ poffibly be brought; with the advantage alfo, as' T

~ have already obferved, of being’ done with httlc or"
_no expenditure of titne which otherwxfc would have.

been employed in any ufeful purﬁut

- Thefe, as well as’” many other 1mprovements

whlch the ftate of our agriculture appears to require,
niéy; at firft view, feem to be attended with diffi~
culties not likely to be furmounted. ~ But if fuffi-
~ cient funds fhall be given'to the Board of Agricul-
ture, :every difficulty’ will vanifh § nor ‘would the

" funds which might be affigned for this purpofe re-
main long in an unproduftive ftate even in the
view of pecuniary remuneration to the public. I
-think it probable, if this were done,. that in the:
courfe of ten or twelve years,  perhaps even in lefs,

we fhould draw from other nations, in return for
corn, double.the amount yearly of all that I>have
propofcd to allow for it, inftead of fending thofe

large fums abroad ‘which we are now domg for gram

dally

Thc only obje&lon, thereforc, that c.a.n’ proba--
. . bly

)

bly ;o¢cur -to the . plan of encouraging agriculture
by ;an; allotment of .premiums, namely, the ex-
pence with which it muft be attended, wouldj;thus'.
be entirely done .aWay. - But, ad,mi_ttirig ,tha:vt;his\'
“might be uncertain, .ftill: we thould - not confider
the money employed in a fcheme' for- this. purpofe

as, lof’c the whole of it would not only remain in the

natlon, but, bcxmr gencral]y diffufed amongﬂ: the
moft . mduﬁrxous {et .of the community, -the fame

fum Would act in a tenfold degree, in- anfwermg the

puxjpofc‘ for which it ﬂ'xquld be- given: every. pre= .
~mium adjudged to a farmer would be quickly.em-

ployed in carrying on farther improvements; from

which, and from the additional fpirit which. they

would excite, premiums to the extent of half a mil-

lion yearly, would a& in the improvementof our

national agriculture, in a degree of which no calcu-
lation can. be made;. and, in thefame proportion,

~ they would quickly refund not ohly the whole ca-
pital which might be employed. in them, but the
moft abundant intereft, that money ‘in.any. other
ﬁtuatxon was ever known to afford, by the vanoqs

and- ‘important advantages ‘which' they would. foon

vyxcld to. the people in- every clafs of focxety At
no very diftant period, indeed,’ the” moft ‘confider-" ;
'able part of this annual allowancé from' the nation "
T aHudc to the’ yearly
loan of a mxllxon ‘without mtere{’c for the purpofe of
lmprovmg grounds that are now ‘iearly or entirely

would bccome unneceflary. -

ynprodué?:xve, from a deficiency of funds, I think
- K- | it
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it probable, that in the fpace of twenty-five or
* thirty years, 1o farther advances would for this part

““6f ‘the plan be required; as, in the courfe ‘of that
““fime, the whole improvable grounds in the: nation
~would be fo far advanced in- cultivation,”that  the
" furri which ‘at that time would ‘be lent out, being

continued without farther advances for twenty years

longer, would - be fufficient for' the pupofeysat
which period a million yearly would ¢either ‘revereto
 the national funds, from. thofe to' whomit avightbe
" fent at the time; or itfrﬁight be continued longer,

&Il all the, 'lands in the kingdom fhould be im-
proved to the higheft pitch of perféction ot which
thiey fhould be judged to be capable. b

. The very important benefits which thus would

“refult from an improved ftate of our agriculture,

" but which cannot be obtained if ‘pUB]'ic-“ehCOurfage‘-

‘ment be withheld from it, might ‘aceordingly 'be

" fddn‘in"ohr-;‘ibﬁéﬂ‘;q‘ni?"-ﬁy the operation'of the-very
" moderate yearly allowance which I “Kave:ventured

" to mention 4s the fum which the fcheme would tc-
e qu‘lre; N 3 . RRRC : . :;A‘j o :“.‘_"”: :" ;._;l RIS
2 There 1s° therefore much - reafon to hope, if our

" Janded proprietors will-unite, and-apply to Govern-

~‘ment with a well-digefted- plan: for “this  purpofe,
- that full fupport will ‘be obtained for: ity And in.
"wwhat manner could an ';'cxpe'ndi.turé:‘\téxthisfam'qunt L

= be fo ufefully ‘elmployedf?%—f—;l;ffth‘e minifter: will refo-
‘Jutely come forward and fay," that *he is refolved

g0 place po more taxcs on ‘confumption; but to
S . - : . cful’:’

]
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_truftientirely to-a certain proportion of income, and
. to abandon the funding, {yftem, the national wealth

s atprefent fo,great, that he may raife a fufficiency
for; this: and . every other. purpofc, thhout a&mg .
~with+feverity. on any part of the Commumty :: And ‘
- if at the fame time he;will:gi.vc hxs fupporttothxs

. or, any . other fcheme for the more complete im-

- provement of ‘our national territory, the fatisfaction,
. . . . DN B o A
--and- additional vigour, which thus would be given

o, the. community, would be of more real aval,
- both in prey,_eming .d_i{tyrbanges at homc, and in
repelling attacks from abroad, than any other mea-

 fiare is perhaps able to afford. Our fleets and ar-

mies have ccmplgte]y,”dpﬁe:_ﬁhdr duty; the com-

. merce of every nation. that has appéarédit againft

“us IS, nearly annihilated ; their navies are deftroy-
ed, and. their coafts expofed fo_every attack that

- we, may incline. to make upon them; while ours

.........

| »‘areﬁprq?c&cd{- by';_oux‘fv.yiﬁor{iiqusbﬁécts, and by fuch
3. formidable ; military, eftablithment as we- never
 before: poffeffed ! ‘But as thefe means of _ fafety can-

not at.all times be kept up, it appears now to.be

. ‘incumbent on thofe to whom .our. national goncerns

are intrufted, to do all in their power for. our com-

1‘:pl_ctc;fecmityiyin« future, - when thefe eftablithments
- may. be: done away ; for:which - pu:pofé, ‘, nothmg

- can-be iequal: to;.tha_t‘,ﬁate of the natiéﬁ;f_%.'ich .
- there is-reafon; to fuppofe would. arife from the di-
" minution and;ultimate removal of ourpubhc debt ;

- and ﬁom’ thofe habits of life which our yo'uéh,v'b»ver a

A | ' the
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the whole nation, Would acqmre on their views being
chleﬂy dxrc&cd to agricultural purfuits, a courfe of
life wh1ch never fails to create fuch ‘national attach-.
ment as no country has-ever been known:to poflefs,
whofe ch1ef dependencc has been p‘aced on wealth '
acquxred in any other manner. SR

~If the various ‘advantages which Great Brxtam de-

: rxves from her extenfive commerce, her powerful ’

ﬂeets, and infular ﬁtuatxon,~ ‘and efpecially from
that enthufiafm and zeal wlnch all who live under ,
her eqmtable and mild laws univerfally feel for her
prote&lon, be combmed w1th that full attention to
the prattice of acrlculture, ,whlch alone can render', :

. .her mdepcndcnt of other nations for her fubﬁf’ccnce P

even thc prefent gcneratxon will enjoy the Tatisfac-

~ tion to percexve, “that the fame degree of uninter- -
‘ rupted happmefs with which they and their fore-

fathers have been blefled, is to- defcend to ‘their

lateft po{’ccnty' for in that cafe they wxll fee, "that

the mieans of proteéhon with which the. inhabitants
of this envied land are prov1ded are not to be ex-

'hauf’ced “and that their power of uﬁng‘ them would ‘

at all umes be xrreﬁ(’ublc

0) fortunatos mmmm fua ﬁ bona 11ormtv
- BRITANNOS! ..o -0 |



