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' PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

I T is prépdfed in ‘the fdllow\ingfégeé't'o‘
offer {fome general ‘obfervations upon the

conftruction of Treaties, and the quahﬁcanons

of a Commercml Negotlator ; to point out that
revolution 'in the tradmg fyﬁem of Europe,

~ which was effeted by dn acknowledgment of

the independent- fovereignty of - the ' United

- States of Holland, at the Treaty of Mun{’cer, .

and to.confider its principal vananons and im-
provements fince that period; in a deduction of
fome - remarkable - faé’cs from the hiftories  of

France and England Stch an Inqulry, impar-

tlally ‘conduted, tay tiot be thought unfeafon-
able, at a time when the pubhc attention is fixed

. on an- 1mportant obje fo 1nt1mately conneé’ced
~ withit.” “The particular reafons for what has been
.attempted towards changmg the form of our

prefent Commercial Treaty, will hereafter be ex-

| p‘amed : in the mean while it will aplpear fuffi-
* cient juftification to alledcre, that by varying the |
fituation of a picture, there is fometlmes a chance

of brmgmg it into fuch a light as fhall produce a |

' more ﬁrlkmg eﬁ'e& and dlfcover beaunes and
' conneéhons whlch had before efcaped the eye. of
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the obferver. It is hoped, moreover, that this
Inquiry will not upon the whole be found lefs
intcrefting or fatisfa&ory, if, preferring the in-

it prefent 1tfelf ac ﬁr{’c undcr a. form feldom |

adopted in popular treatxfes. o

- ' AN e 5 I’-o' N ., L '

“t

MAN lfﬁay be. eonﬁdered' as aé‘tiﬁg' both in'a

rratural and in 4 focial capac1ty ~There are cer~
tain rights and obligations. pecuhar to each, of
~a quality - immutable and: indifpenfable. . The

proper - confideration- of thefe, ‘marks -out. . the

dxfhnéhon between the Law of ‘Nature and the.
rLaw of Nauons, B and at the fame: Hime,.

teaches us,” -why; . though- d1ﬁ'erent 10 thexr ap-

plication, they mutt in their origin be the favme, ,

That wlnch in one caf'e 1S fa1d to.be. the law of

- nature,. regulanng the conduét of individual

men; is in the other, . only the fame law applied

to .the direGtion . of -individual communities:
States, . thus contemplated, affume the pelfonal
-propertms of ‘men, and may acquire; nghts,‘
and. contract: obhgatlons, by expxefs engage-

ments. .. Henee arifes what has ‘been termed,
the Conventional Law of nations ~which, -though
capable of being ertouﬂy modlﬁed, and adapted

: 1 to

L5 1
to' the exxgences and characters of partlcular
ftatés, yet {pringing, as we have feen, from the
fame puré fource, the law of natiire mu& be
admitted, like that prifiary law itfelf, to" bird

‘the faith of foczetles m pubhc I‘reatxes and ne-‘

B

gotlauons. R -
Sirice,: then, all thofe nghts, Whlch Pcates

detive from - the necefliry or natiral ‘law ‘of -

nations, “becotne, - when -tlius é’iﬁaliﬁ‘éd?""”h"

objects of “pofitive convention,’ the cotftrictioti

of ‘fuch folenin contrads muft’ furely bed work
of ‘great cihﬁiculty, and i irriportance ; requiring;

‘in the. negotiator; ‘a - fingular * combination of -
{peculativeand’ e‘cperlmcntal fag,,

:c,_i.‘ty,;' ‘and;
in thé- contraéhng pames, ‘2~ decided " 1ove of
natural equity, and an 1nv1olable attachment to

‘national faith. ‘Public’ Treatles, and'the perfons'
of Ambafladors; have ' accordmgly béén - <held -

facred in all ages amd nations ; though, ds ‘com-
munities aré ever actuated by the fame: pa{ﬁons,

and- governed by “the fame puncxples, as'the
: 1nd1v1duals wlnch compofe them We (hould not ;

fthIlS and abufeé.~ Many Wuters have em-

’:-‘ s ;». _;..1',

® PUI‘FI:NDORI‘ “Lagy: qf Natu:e and Nat;ons;-B. .

II . chap. iii,. '§ 2300 L ~ S el

“Varrer. Pref, to jbe Law ty“l\ ations.
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ployed . themfdves in tracxng thefe - corrups

tions.. to. their fource,. in. pomtlng out their fatal
eonfequences, in urging .arguments for: the

“neceflity of . national honour, and in 111uf’rrat1ng

the dutles of ficial maglﬁracy ‘But, -in ' their
‘ xeafonmgs on this fubje®, they feem to; have
overlooked. a, point of .o {mall, -dmportarice ¢
- f@r, perhaps, it .is the remote caufe of all thofe

 corruptions. which we lament. - We know, . that

in ;private . contracts, . prec1ﬁon and perfprtmty
are indifpenfable’;. yet, what is- ‘the cafe: with.
refpect to national ‘conventions; Whlch -as they

involvethe 1ntereﬁs and happmefs of- kmgdoms, v

‘cannot, _either in their: arrangement, or: their
}anguage, be. too clear: and unequivocal ? “We.
are told ‘of san Itahan Pohtlcran, who ufed. to:
* boaft, that he never {poke .on critical - conjunc-

-~ tures, but in' o, equivocal a manner, that. his..

~words .would bear -a. double conftruction : - this
pernicious. {ophiftry, often unintentionally, per-
haps,. has :been fuffered too, much to prevail in
the fclence of necomatlon, and has- rendered
. the ﬁ;yle of fome -public: . treaties fo embayrafled:
4nd obfeure, . and. thelr form {o perplexed,. and
void of defign, that it is very difficult to dif-
: Covier thdir ‘meaning.. It has*been made:afi ob-
Jettion to fuch 1nﬁruments, that they abound

T s i " in
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in needlefs repennons, “and: crrcurtous phrafess
but, in the inftance before us, let us “confidet
the folemnity’ of the compatt, ‘and the: fatal
confequences of its anfrmcrernent, and we! {hall

'allow, that ‘no preeautlon, whrch can give new:
force to the condition;:-or: fhut up an-avenue
to fubterfuge, ought to be deemed fuperﬂuous.

The:fault in fac feems to- be,. that. their: lan-
guage is:in general too’ defultory, carrying the

- affe@ation of order wnhout its. dlﬁméhons, and

1bound1ng in terms vague and indecifive. The
reafon is clearly this : “Inftead of conﬁﬂtmg the
{pirit of -the age in which they hve, or the cha-
racter and habits of the f’cates with Whom they
treat, many negotiators have been content; to

copy ‘the forms and phrafes of: their: predecef- |

fors; whrch, however . apt:in therr orlgmal ap=

plication, muft *now. neceﬁ'arﬂy be often ufed .

without either: rneamng or effet#. It is no
great 1ecommendat10n of thefe forms, that they

i * Of thrs we have ﬁukmg pmofs, whenever any ex~
txamdmary occaﬁon has rendered it abfolutely neceflary
for’ negotrators to leave the beaten track.- Compare,

with a’view to ftyle, the treaties between England and the
“Cherokee nations ; or the kingdoms of -Morocco, Tums, |
‘and - Algiers, and thofe’ with France, and other civilized

ftates. . IENKINSON s ColleGtion of Tyeatzes, Vol. L. p. 228.

Vol T p- 302. 3:5 V. IIL p. 15 18.
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" eriginated, for .the mo{’c part, in thc Itahan o

fchool of pohncs. :
“The diftrefs to which the pewer of France

and ‘Spain. often reduced the ftates of Italy,

during ‘the ‘16th century, a,nd their- frequent
- civil wars, gave nfg among them to numberlefs

. evafions, in .their public’ negotiatidns';- which, -

had they been fuffered: to pafs away, with the
- qccafions that: prompted them, ‘might now have
5 almoft been looked upon as excufable; but by
the pernicious fedulity. of fome learned men,

_they: have been fo carcfully colle&ted "and ar-

‘ _ranoed as. to form; in’a manher, a. fy{’cematlc_
- code. of polmcal chlcane, aboundmg in princi-
‘ lples which are as dlfgraceful to natlonal wildom,
- as inimical to: natural juftice. Hancc it haps
* pens, that the adjuftment of thefe folemn com-

pa&s has fomeumes been treated as: lictle more

than"a trial of dexterity- in the art of over-
reaching; where-it is the intereft of. each party
o circumvent the other by, ﬁneffe, to perplex
’,buﬁnefs by fubtlemes, and to ‘introduce every
propofal in dark and. amblguous lanauage *

-’ “When we recolleé‘t with what {crupulous. order. -
the ceremomal of a congrefs for fertling thefe .

a \'“ S nat10na1

D oan

* One of thclr prmmples feems tq hwe been, that trea-«
© tles with infidels need not be confidered as binding. - But
(to rcafon from VATTEL) the law of nature, and not re=

national compadks, is conduéted, and refle&t on
the ftudies and habits of thofe perfons who com-

pofe it, we are naturally led to expe& fome ap-

pearance of arrangement in the refult of their
dchbcratmns. But this is not. always the cafe.

How many treaties are there, the: materlals of
which feem thrown together; without any de-

- fign, or even an attempt at arrangement, info-
' much that it is almoft impoffible to form a clear

idea of What may be their objett or effect, il
viewed: under a new dlfpoﬁuon ﬁncc it is not
uncommon, befide the want of order in particu:
lar articles, to find an mtereﬁmg ﬁlpulatlon

) abruptly fufpended by -the ‘intervention of a
 pew fub_]e& and as 11nexpe&edly refumed m'_ :

fome other rt: of the treat
pa PR S ,Y Thefe

ligion, . rcgulates the treatxes of nations, yvho negotxate

ol
ot

A 'with each. other in the quahty of Men,. not of. Chn{hans,

Muﬂ'ulman{s, &c. A rchgxon which fhould teach the con-

4 trary, and allow of mﬁdchty in fuch contra&s, could ‘ne-
- ver proceed from the Author of Nature, who is always con-

ftantand’ faxthful “(Law qf Natzom, B. 1L ch. xii, § 162.)

Letitbe remembered, that Mabamet,urged tochis: followers, ;

the neceflity of an inviolable obfervance of treatlcs. OcK-

LEY’s Hift, of tbe Saracem, V Lopey6e, o - :
“# This want ‘of order in arrangement is feehngly re-

gretted: )by a great Political- Arithmetician, in the cafe of

public. papers, . lald before the Houfe. of - Commons ;

(YOUNG s Armal: qf .dgrzrulture, No XXiL, P 396) and
B4 o it
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Thefe obje&nons will receive ftrong conﬁxma,

tion in the inftance of marine treaties; in which

the negotiator has certainly better opportunities

~of preferving fimplicity of language -and. ar-

rangemernt, than in the more multifarious bufi-
nefs of a general pacification, In: no branch
of: dlplomaues, however, have thofe pr1nc1ples
- of  natural eqtuty, which conftitute. the law of

nations, been more accurately deﬁned ‘or more |

happily adopted into common praé‘trce, than in

the regulations of :commercial intercourfe: - We -

muft not - therefore be. furpnfed, if, in the. mi-

~ nuter’ départments of fuch' negotiatians;- forne ‘

deﬁcxencxes Ihould occur, far they requu'e an

‘ mﬁght into remote confequences, which nothmg _

but long and pra&lcal experlence in . ‘mercan-
tile ‘affairs can furnith, and Wthh, therefore,

feldom' falls -within the reach of a. ﬁatefman. '

The e{’tabh{hment of ‘a Committeé, for the pur-

pofe of preparmg buﬁnefs of this ‘kind for
pubhc debate, compofed of men quahﬁed by
their edueatron and profeﬂion, to form accurats

opmlons onr fubjeé'ts of: txade, and ‘who, by ‘an

cxtenﬁve correfpondence, are’ accuftomed to

mve{hgate the caufes, ‘and forefee the effe&s,

it muft be ‘obviousto gvery perfon,’ who has had occaﬁon
to confult’a colleftion of treaties, or any other documents,
‘ Wlth a view to acculate mformanon. o : :

§

o Though Ientlrcly agree with Mr. YOUNG in" his
_idéa of the mifchievous effets of ‘the monapolzzmg fpirit, I
. cannot fubfcrxbc to his opinion that this evil can be in
creafed by fuch an eﬁabhfhment as a_ Chamber of Commerce. ™
- Annals of Avnculture,” Vol. III. p- 452. ‘On the con-
~trary I am at'prefent pelfuaded it muft, ‘among other ad-

[9]

of every variation in. the commercml balance,
it can never be doubted would remove all de-
fects of this kind, and is’ recommended by the

- example of the greatef’t tradmg repubhc of

modern txmes. " A committee of the Prlvy

Council can never be adequate to fuch “an’
undertakmc in its full extent ~for - the fame'
‘reafons Wthh dliable many negotxators, and .

the judgments’ of individual merchants is- obv
Jeé‘clonable ;' becaufe, ‘however " qualified i
other- refpe&s to give adv1ee, they muft: of ‘ne-

' ceﬁity clath'in™ thelr interefts and’ preJudlces, fo

as to ‘make it dlﬂ'icult to draw as clear | a deci-

fion’ from among thém, as would be the refult of

an experlenced committee. Wlthout fome fuch
plan as this, ‘it is furely unreafonable to expet
that " perfe&xon in marine treaties, which their
importance requires ; becaufe, however brﬂhant

in the hlgher branches of his effice, a neg0t1~ v

ator is very rarely quahﬁed for the profeﬂional
hbour of detaul and calcuhtlon. T hlS appears

“on

vantages, contribute much ‘to counteraét it. In this I am

‘ _poﬂibly miftaken, and ﬁncerely wifh that he would take an
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~“on the ﬂxghte[’c view of the department; but,

were we to. confider, it more fcrupulouﬂy, it
would be found to demand. fuch a variety and-
“extent -of. talents, as few minds are capable of
1fplaymg ‘Befide a. general knowledge of the
trade, and reciprocal interefts, of the contr afting
powers, he ought to be precifely acquainted with

their feveral kinds of induftry and 1kill ;- to dif~ |

- cover their wants, to calculate. their. refources,
‘and to Welgh with nicety the ftate of their fi-
nances,: -and the proport1onate mtereft of their
money ; nay,, further, he fhould be able to afcer-

~ tain the comparatwe population and Ptrength of

. each’ country, together with the price and qua:

“ hty, beth of firlt matenals, and. alfo- of the
labour beﬁ:owed upon them; for thls purpofe he
fhould inquire " into the. _operations of- every

clafs of merchants and: manufa&urers cons
, cerned in the treaty, thould confult. their ex-
peétations. on each of its feveral branches, and .,

*.colle their hopes and fears on the effet of -fuch

2 commerc1al revolutlon, on the competrtlon of -

‘rrval nations. A good treaty ‘'of commerce, - in-
dependent of the art - of negotratlon, is pro-

Svy»'-. N

»-,early occaﬁon to enter more fully mto thls 1mportant fub-

je&, for wluch, by his; long ehpenence and acute. gen*us0 -
“in Tuch matters, he i3 fo. emmen,t;ly quahﬁcd e

nounced

_4{117/, V II P’ 4239 .
i v.é':i S ‘i t o
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nounced by one, who well knew. the extent and "
difficulty of the fubje, tobe “ g ma{terpxecef

ofikxll”* , o

The ABBE 'DE MABLY is of opxmon, that -

particular regulations i in commercial treaties, are

“contrary: to the true. J,ntereﬁ of Ptates. . Were

this do&rine onee e{’tabh{hed the buﬁnefs rmght

‘be comprifed in a very narrow compafs, and all

this detarl of quahﬁcatlons rendered uneﬁ'enual
in the charaéter of a plempotentlary After

_ 'certam general rules for the freedom of com-’
merce and navigation are. achuﬁed he thmks it
. wonld be more prudent for. each party to 1.ruf’rr
for the_ reft, . to. their. 1nterna1 pohcy, and to |
venaét among thernfelves, fuch laws as may be .
f calculated to. promote domeﬁ:rc mdufh Yo . and ton
enable. their oyn fubjetts: to furpafs therr nelgh-
: bours in all the great articles of fraffic :-¢ ¢ For,”

he adds, ¢« every advantage. gtanted to forergn

grade is, in fome degree, a. check upon your -
own, - It creates a competition 3 aud vrhat was -
Cat firft a pamcular privilege, . becomes a general '

rxcht : in the mean time, that branch of your

domeﬁxc nade, whatever it be, m{’cea.d of re-

' celvmg an extenfive circulation from the unrc-' '
\_-.f’tr'—uned 1nduﬁtry of: the people, is thus conﬁned,

# PosTr. ETHWAYTE'S C’ommez cial Ir;te;g/z‘ of Great .Brz«
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by foreign compentlon, and, in the’ end en-‘

933

tirely ftagnates.
- feems ob]eéhonable on many accounts. Tt is at
prefent only neceﬁary to obferve, that its adop~
- tion ‘would defeat the leading 1dea of marlne
compa&s, wlnch are intended, ‘not" merely 0

- lay down general rules for the freedom of ¢omhs

merce and nawgatton. : Thefe are now fuﬁicr-

| ,ently underl’cood ‘and’ praéhfed by every civi-

lized power, being, founded on certain immu-

“table’ principles, Wthll have one only cr1ter10n \

of Juf’trce ; but rather to’ reeoncﬂe the interefts
of the (:ontra&lmjr parties, in many partlcular
br anches of trade ; which, dependlng, in'a great
degree, on ‘the varlable taﬁe, manners, and’

ingenuity of manklnd mu{’c for ever ﬁand in

: need of perlodlcal rev1ﬁons. That fuch are the‘

leadlng obJe&s in modern conventlons, will ap- '

<pear more fully from the followmg reﬂe&rons.-
THE TREATY oF MUNSTER, among other

:vrﬁble effeéts on the law of nations, produced

a conﬁderable revolutlon in the commercial

‘polrcy of Europe. When;: by this Treaty; -

~ the United ‘ States - of * Holland: obtained the
| acknowleclgment of their fovereignty, they Vis
- goroufly apphed themfelves to ‘thofe arts, 'by
”Wthh alone. the ] had been enabled to maintain

* Dro’t Pu&lzluc de PEur opt, Tom II. p ,61.
the

But fuch a fcheme as th1s'

L 13 1

the conte{’c and to. fecure, at laft, - their free- -

dom and - mdependence..‘ Arnbrtlon, not ava-

rice; is ufually the characeriftic vice of nations ; -
but, whatever tranﬁent 1nﬂuence ambition may .
have had on the oppofers of Spamlh tyranny, A

durrng the {’truggle, it was.a paflion ‘by no

, - means. calculated to take root and thrive in the -

con{htutron of a Dutch 1epubl1c.” What had’

~ coft them fo much unabated labour, to obtam,
they refolved to preferve by a umform fyf’tem of

fhrewd, felf-interefted policy.* That ‘com-
merce Wthh had been gradually 1ncreaﬁng for

_more than half a century,. it was now their firft

care t6 - extend and conﬁrm by cautlous nego-
tratlons. S I R T CER N R S R
The lnaéhvrty of thofe marmme Ptates, Wthh

' had always conﬁdered traﬁ‘ic asan. obje&: of .too-

little dignity.~to . be made the foundatlon of -na-:
tlonal grandeur, -afforded thiem the- opportumty R
accordtngly in’ “lefs than ﬁfteen years from the

ku' rmtv of Munﬁer, there Was fcarcely a power

of. any con(equence, with whom they had not
formed an’ advantageous allrance, merely ‘with
a-view to comrnerc1al prlvlleges. A The perfe&ron
to Wthl’l they camed the trade of frezg/amgc,

‘\. ISR e

2% See: The Polztual Maiims of ]or{N DE WITT, 4 work ‘
which ‘proves its ‘author to haveé becn equally calculated to

f‘nne in the Comptmtr-houfe and the Cabmet._ Smoenr
” v N 3 N . e : . v . ,“'..vv‘,. ’was’

Tan
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 wasa ftroke of Policy peciiliar to them{'elves,

“and té this they were fitft led as’ nmch, probzl-
bly, by their fituation as their avdrice. * Among
‘many other new regulatlons for it fupport
they appear to have introduted thofe laws

~ for ad_;uihng néutral traffic  with belhgerent )
Pcates, wluch ‘now make fo marked an amcle in

all tréaties of nanauon and cormmércé f ‘the

laws alfo” of contraband Were greatly 1mproved ,

by them, and the. varxous e pemes of mercartile

| 'propel ty more accurately deﬁned ancl fecured v{ |
H The

S e

L) The sz e Towm were the predeceﬁ‘ots of the Dutchm - |

: the Caxrymg-Trade, but nevei enjoyedit fo exclufively, or
in a manner {o eﬂ'e&ually fecured to them.: It feems as if the

’ll‘flCle, alluded to above, was ﬁr{t admxtted by France, ;

ina trédty of defenﬁve alliance between tiet and Ho’lland
_in 1663 ;. and, beiig renewed i the Matine Treaty of
1678, Has been fince continted, and repeatedly confirmed,
As tlus Txeaty of 1662 was taken as the bafis of that com-
mefcial compadt, which followed the Tnple Alhance in
1€68;- it was admitted alf$ at that time by the Enghfh, and
repeated in the tredty: of 1674; Which’ ,now régulatesy for
the moft part,. our trade with Holland. JENKINson’s :Difs
‘ vwmﬁ on the Conduit. of G'reat Bm‘(wz to Neutial Natignss
p 3o.—-ColleéZzpﬂqf Yreatzes, V I  p- 190 zoz. 211,

The regulatlons of connaband are founded on very
ranonal prmcxples, long: in ufe among: maritime. ftates,
In the “  Confolato del Male, a code of - h:gh antxqmty;

we read ----- 4 in hoﬁmm eft-partibus_qui ad bellum neceffa= -

tia hoih admlmﬁrat.” tit, 276 But there are many dlﬁmc-

[ 15 1]

The f{cience of negonatxon becathe thus' enru:hed
© Wwith elearer maXims of maritiine’ _]unfprudence, f

and almoft a ne W title added to the code of the

 law of nations. :
‘There “are farine tréaties- ber.ween many.

European ftates,; to be found  in the’ hiftory’ of -
- very - early ages ;- "thevigh they chiefly conﬁﬁ of ‘

combBinations for: mutual defence- ‘againft pirates;

" whofe depredat;ons in the Mediterfanean and
" Baltic: obftrutted the commefcial mtercourfe of

thofe: times, ‘and rendered: alhanees of this fort

very meceflary 3 yet: this was niot; a$ fom& have

afferted ; ctheir only. objeé‘cuu"’]?he utmoft extenr

 ofxlwriroviewsy however, - feefns tothave corn-
’ prehended iféle vmote than ‘provifions: for cer=

tain oll§ Tandditiesy: and general engagements

for the protection- of “the per,fons and’ Properﬁy of

P e e gy
¢ O T S I T T IR A S

tions neceflarly 6 modify- this rule; . :See: Morroy De Fure

- Maritimo, et Nawvaliy-B: 1. c.i.;§ 12. et feq. The fousth
,amcle in the treaty i of 1674,, already mentwned ‘was:fug-

’Ehzabeth remarkable captule of the

‘Hanfeatic: thips, bouhd to L}fbcm, Wlth corn, for the fup—r ,
ply of ‘the Spaniards.. It has been uniformly held, that "
goods. calculated merely . for lufmry or pledfufe; ‘cark fiever

be ranked as contraband. Upon this. principle,: in the
year 1676, when the French ahd Dutch were at war, the
Englith perinitted the French to build & pléafuré yacht for

- their King. at Portfmouth ‘and 1t a3 not cbnﬁdeted a*s 3
‘breach of the neun_alxty. Moz.LoY, ut fupra,§ zge

merchant®
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‘merchants trading to, or refident in, their re=
fpeé’cwe dominions.® .. ‘Even in ages much nearer:

~our ~own, . we have frequent. 1n{’cances of the. -

contracted fcale of their negotiations.: There,
is 1ndeed,, a Treaty between England' and
France, in the year 1514, which comprlfes
* fome arucles of . reciprocal. advantage in many
‘ufeful branches. - But this s, I beheve, almoft,
the- only. exceptmn g Even the Society of the
Hanfe Towns, a. confederacy, both i its ob_]e&:
~and importance, ~unrivalled;in anctent-or-inodern
hiftory, though known to have rnade conﬁderaa
~ ble. progre{'s ini cbmmercxa.l pohcy, as! far as.
regards- municipal mﬁltutxons, yct-~-1f welexcept
fome-cautious ﬁqmlauons, for privileges and pro=
tetion. in- the ports:of’ England and <Deénmarky
‘never. appears to.have. engaged very. decply, or
to have adopted any fyﬂem in its negotiations.
Wlth foreign powcrs .§::“Whoever fhall compare:
the' ‘maritime conventmns of earher ages w1th

< the partlcular “article - concermng navxgatxon ’

“ and commerce, < mferted n. the T reaty of

RN I

T RYMER s Fw:lera, Tom. V p 740. 763
“,f Ibld Tom. XIII P- 412. J ,”: o

§ WERDENHAGEN, .De Re&m pu&lzm Ha;zﬁatzczs, _'I‘om.v '
' I P 73. and the . Cmruentmn at Lul)ec, in 16x3, Tom. IL»

. 140):& e

O

o Munf’cer

Lo

’\’Iun{’cer\ the fubfequent Treaty between Hol-
“land and England, or England’s Treaty with

Portugal in 16354, by whichfhe acqulred a free

‘trade tor the Portuguefe Colonies in' Eaft India,

will 'be convinced that the Treaty of Munfter
is’ the -zera whence we ought to date our prefent

fyftem of naval ‘aﬁd"mereantile"poliey* Till

that perlod the outline was faint and contract-

_ed it has. imce gradually acqulred boldnefs

and extent. - In- fhiort; it was referved for the
fuperlor fagacmy of - modern nauons, “founded
on- the’ experlence ‘of ‘paft ages, and for thofe
'more humane v1rtues, ‘which now. cha,raé’tenze
'and adom focxety ; -to introduce an enlarged
.fpmt of hofpltahty into our marine conventions,

which ‘has given an’ expanﬁon and ﬁablhty to
trade beyond ‘all foriner- examples ; which has
‘opened an unreferved communication between
".almo{’c every region of the hab1table earth, and
;nearly {wept:away all ancient pre_]udlces, arlﬁng.
from - diftin¢tion  of language, manners, ' or
'government. N This {pirit has lately diffufed its
_influence .over the rude inhabitants of the Baltic
4coa{’cs,,~ and feems at laft about to complete
' * ot : “its

* ]ENKINSON ] C'olleéZzon qf Y7eatze:, V. 1L P42, 45, 72,

_ T;eaty of' Commerce azzd Nafvzgatzon betaveen. Grmt Bri-
: i:-.'am and Rrgy'zz, in 1766, ]ENKINson 5 Timtm, V. IIL p.

C ‘ 224.
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its work, by marking out the ground for a. re-
: conelhamon between two great kingdoms, Whofc
hered1ta1y enmity - has' too often dxﬁurbed the
tra,nqullhty of Europe. From thefe neceﬁ'ary
reﬂe&lcms, we are  now natulally 1ed to- the
immediate fub_]eé‘t of our prefent mqulry, and
0" fome othel matters, conne&ed with.it. .

224 —-‘T}miy qf C'ommu‘ce 5et:ween Ruf @ mzd Denmmk, in.
1732, V. HL- P 268.—Between Rzgf:t and Portugal, in

1783, V. III. p. 314 ; and, in the fame year, Az Edn‘l oft/)c :

Emprefs for a Freée-Trade, V. III p. 331 - _
- ® ¢« Commerce,” fays the Author of Tke Spiriz of Lacw;,

« 18 a cure for the mott deﬁruéhve p1e3ud1ces ; and tothis
“itis we are in a great meafure Indebted for the prefent 7

o poh{h of Euiopean manners; _becaufe, havmc dtﬁ'ufed"
¢ géncral knowledge of the- ‘mannets of: all natlons, ‘there

¢ paturally amcs a comparifon between them, -and hence -

“« 1efults the advantage. Efprit o de Loxx, le. XX. ch. i
Tlcaties are the Statute Laws ofa ﬁatefman.{ Conﬁder-
"‘ng theu unportance, it is furpuﬁng that we have no col-
leétion of them fufficiently complete. U RYMER' brmgs them
down to.the. year 1642 ;- from that period, - THURLOE S
State Papers may be ufefally confulted. .4 General Collec-

 ton-of Treatiesy in -4 vols.. 8vo. pubh{hed in 1732, and ‘
]ENKINso‘q ] Colleé?mn afT;eatzes, in 3 vols. Svo, concludes ’

~them at the Iate Peace iri 1783. A Well auanved code of
pubhc treaties, with fuch hiftorical and polmcal femarks

as {hould not only illuftrate every material article in them, .~

but alfo fhould compare : and ‘conneét their par tial and ge~
neral- eﬁ’e&s, would fu1ely bea valuable acquxﬁtlon to thc
dlplom‘ttlc feiemce. - oo o

: TH .
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“Tur TreaTy oF Navieation AND CoM-
‘mErcE between France -and’ Great -Britain,
"ﬁorned at’ Verfailles the 26th of September -

1786, confifts of 47 articles. Ha.vmg premifed,

accoiding - to ufual form, that there fhall fubfift
a reciprocal and perfe& liberty of : navigation
“and commerce, between the fubjets of the two
- contra®ing parties, for all kmds of goods in
their” refpe&lve domlmons in Europe,* it pro--'

ceeds, in the firft place, o extené certaun pri-

- vileges and _protections to the perfons and -pro-
perty .of merchants: refident . in either country, .
'and - permits them, even in cafe of a rupture
‘between the. two crowns, to remam, and con-

' -'tmue their _ trades, __thhout any. 1ntezrupt10n,

but in cafe the1r conduét fhall render them {uf-

pe&ed the: term of twélve months-is. allowed - '

them to remove, ‘with their families, property,

v_nand eﬁ'eé‘csﬁ Beﬁdes free pemn{ﬁon to_vifit,
v,dwell in,, and pafs thlough each. others domt-
-nions without .paflports, . the beJC&S of both

kingdoms have licence: reciprocally . to. import

fm their ‘own’ {hlps all- merchandlzes and: goods,
not probzbzted Izy Zzzw, into “the” domlmons ‘of
‘either. party, .to. refide t,helem, and fo bay and_

Aell. la,wful merchandizes there, in. a*ly manner
-whatever nor are they; on thls account, to be K

S Art_. ok Artv. 2+

Ca 1iz_tble

_'ﬂ
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Jiable to any duty or impofition, - except fucli as
fhall ‘be afterwaids: fpeciﬁed .or- to which the-

inhabitants. of the:country are. liable ;* it is

therefole thought - rcafonable to - abolith the

Cap1tat10n Tax, and ‘the Argent du Chef, and
1o prohlbxt ‘the future introduétion of any fuch

arbitrary” 1mpo{’c ~Freight duty, likewife, on
fhips’ belonging to his* Britannic Ma_]c{‘ry, is
, 1cxnoved ‘and, - in- return;  the duty of " five
k ﬂnlhngs is taken off French fhips.{ - ‘Difputes-
in the ports™of e1ther klngdorn, between the
~ ‘commander of a fhlp and his feamen,  are to be
. kfettled for the preferit, by the magﬂ’crate of
‘the place ;- reqmrmg the'perfon accufed to give
the accufer a Wr1tten declaratlon, Wltneﬂed by

"i.‘ * Axt. Ry The laws of England have cver been fa-
vouxable to merchants. By ]V’agna Charta the eﬁ'eé'ts of

’ f01e1gn melchants are prote&ed agamﬁ felzure or conﬁfca-
hon, in cafc of w*u Cap xxx. Upon WhICh MONTESQyIEU

obferves, how hlgh an idea one muft entertain of the fpirit

~ '6f a nation] where fuch a claufe is made an ar t1c1e of i 1ts li-
.belty' Efprit desLoixy Liv. XX. ch: xiil.

T Artoazs In countries whele the eafe,. comfort, and

fecuﬁty of: the inferior xanks of people arc httle attended ,

10, . Capztatzon .‘Taxes are vexy ~common ; beCaufe, ‘being
lev1ed at Tittle e\:pence, .and rxgoxouﬂy exadted, they af—

ford'a vely ‘fure revenue to the ftate. ‘SmiTH'S" Wéak/; ‘

quatzoms“ B.V. chap. its Vv III. P 330, Edit. 1786
‘i Art‘ IS )
I ﬂlf;
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the maglﬁrate, whereby he fhall be bound to
- anfwer that matter in his own country, and after

. this 1t thall not be lawful for the {feamen to de-

fert or detain the thip. For the: ftill further
encouravement iof - foreign' merchants in  both-
countries, among other {maller puvﬂeges, they

are permltted to kccp,thexr accompts, and to

hold ~correfpondence, :in- what language they

pleafe, nor, ‘unlefs in cafe’ of bankruptcy, are
; thf‘ir‘books,'”or other linﬁru'rn“ents, of trade, liable

to be feized or infpected.* " They are MOreover
 left entirely free to.tranfact their own  affairs, or |

to employ ‘whom ever they ﬂnll think fit; as alfo

" to load and unload their thips, without interrup-

tion or interference of any Port-Officer whatever,||

To complete the catalogue of thefe immunities,

they are permitted the free exercife of religion,

and the rights of fepulture in the dominions of
either fovereign.] Thefe -articles,. thus felected
. and’ clafled, feem. properly to fall' under’ one
head, and may foun the ﬁli’c divifion' of the

Treaty T P MET LA
. * Art, 7. At 18.

_ % Art. 5, latter part. Moft of thefe immunities have
‘becn partially mtwduccd into all commercial. Treatxes,

even as far back as the rmddle of the laft centuxy See
Tr eaz:y of ‘Commerce htween England mzzl Partzwal in 1654~

Art. XIV. and detween Englzmd and France, iz 16355, A1 t.
' XH-

Cs Ce "Ih_s::
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-The TARIFF declaring the duties app01 tioned,

to feveral forts of goodsand merchandizes by
this compaclt, the mode of levymg them, and
{ome- Cuftom-Houfe regulatxons, may be fo
conneéted as to form a fecond. divifion , though
ﬁué‘tly conﬁdcrcd the fixth- article alone con-.
‘tains the tariff of the treaty. Of this artlclc,
 therefore, it is unnecefary “here to"{peak, for
" an obvious reafon. . I fhall proceed to the other
parts of this fecond divifion. = After {pecifying
the rates on the. .moft effential objeéts of com-
merce, and agreeing not to alter them, but by
nmtual confent, it is ﬁlpula\ted, that all iother
merchandizes whatever, belonging to the fub-

jects of “the two {overeigns; fhall be admitted
into tllpir‘refpe&iVé dominions on the footing'of .
“the ‘moft favoured European nation, and that

fuch fubjects themfelves fhall be included in all

dddltlonal ad\*antacres, which may hereafter be

on either 11de extended to navigation and com-
‘merce. ¥  So likewife, in cafe’ either of the
contrating parties fhall eftablifii prohibitions,
or fhall dugment the duties upon any part of the
glowth or manufacture of the other’s country,
ot fpec1ﬁed in thc tauﬁ" thefe fhall be ex-

tended geneml]y to the fame ooods and mer- -

# Art, 7. .
: . chandizes

[ 23 ]

chandizes of the moft favoured European na-

tion; and, if it {hall revoke prohlbltlons, or

diminifh duties, on the growth and - manufac-
tures of any other European nation,. the fame'
advantages fhall be granted to the other con-

- tra&ing party, on condition of. rec1proc1ty

In all this, however, there is a refervation +f to
France in favour of Spam, agreeable to the -
24th Arncle of the Family Compaét of 1761,

“and to England, in confequence of her Con-
- vention with Portugal ' in 1703.
of any. fraud or defe Whate*sief, {hall hereafter
- impower any perfon to mfpe& or confifcate the

- No pretence

exportations of either country, but the buyer,
and {eller are pexfeé]:ly free to adjuf’c then" own:
price and bargaln + Nelther fhall ﬂnps or car-

04

- goes. be fubje@ to conﬁfcauon, on account of

any manifeftly umntentlonal mli’cake or error in
their entry or declaration ; nor merclnnts, or
mafters of ﬂnps, be ha.ble to any. penalues on |
this {core, if the goods ormtted fhall not havc N
been landed puor to the. declarat10n.§ And

S Axt. II.

‘ 1- Art. 7. and i1 For the parnculals of the{'e 1eferva—

~tions -fee’ The Famz_ly Compaé? in JENKINSON s Treaties,

Vol IIL p. y0;°and The Treaty qf Comme;ce between Eng- ‘
_ la;za’ tmd Pormgal Vol 1. 3 53+

% A1t8.“‘~4' §A1.t.10. L e
. - Cas - further,
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further, "to prevent 1mpoﬁt10ns “and - frauds, |

fuch merchandizes as are contained in cafks,

cheﬂ:s, and ‘other cafes, fhall henceforth- only |

pay’ ‘duty for their real weight .

The third head, under which the 'Ireaty .

may be diftfibuted, is, by much, theﬂ.»moﬁ ex-
tenﬁVe,‘ 0 conipriﬁng ‘many very - material points
of m,a’i“itim_e jurifprudence. In the firft place,
in order to regulate the doftrine of contraband
in time of war, by clear and exat principles,
we have, in feparate artlcles, two lalge cata-~
logues of fuch goods as do or do not fall un-

“der that defcrlptlon 4 the refult of which is,

 that all arms, mlhtary 1mplements, : and fol-

~ diers on their voyage to employment in a mili-
ary capacity, in either the fleets! or armies of '

an enemy, ihall be deemed contraband
alfo- money and prov1ﬁons which” are in the,

att of _conveyance .to any place of an enemy,
beﬁeged blocked-up, or invefted, and asfuch

/they may be feized and conﬁfcated “in“all
other cafes, the Ihlps and merchants of cither
 contratting party have full liberty to fail to the
ﬂ_ports belongmg to the enemies of . the other
party ;. .and to pafs, not. only between ﬁlch ports

- .and neutralhplaces,&but alfo from, one port of

‘the

\[_ 25 ]

the enemy: to -another, and therein to traffic, -

without oppofition or difturbance ; and the like
immunities are extended to the perfons. and pxo-
perty of enemies- found on-board the thips of

either of the two contxa&mg parties. . But, on the
other hand, the perfons or property of elther of -

the contr a&mo parties, found on board enemles
thips, though not falling under the title of con-
traband, are not to enjoy the fame pr1v1lege, :

. it being a fertled maxim, that ﬁee thips make

free cargoes,. and the contrary.® * For the effec-

“tual . prevention of - difputes: and mlfunder-
~ ftandings, in thefe matters, - it is farther aoreed

that in. cafe either party fhall be engaged in war,
the ‘fhips: of  the other’ palty {hall be furnifhed

- with paffports, drawn up according to a form

annexed to the treaty ; and alfo with cermﬁcates, :
fpecifying the feveral particulars of the cargo,

~the place Whence the thip failed, and whither
- fhe is bound ; and fuch fhip, falling in. with
- the men of war or erateers of the other. party, '

havmg €Xhlb1t€d her paflport and certificate

o Art. 20, 29. Much ufeful 1nfounat1on and found‘.
reafomng on this fubject may "be found in JENKINSON s
Difcourfe on the conducl of Great Britain with rq/jbezfl to neu=

tral nations, prefixed to his Collection of Treaties; and in

Morrov, De 7ure Mar mmo et “\Tarualz, B. L ch. il §. 9.
and the following. . |
(to
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(to which the mafter is compellable), fhall
have liberty to _proceed on her voyage without-
fearch, chafe, or-any’ molef’tamon whatever.*
* But if a merchant fhip be not provided with
fuch paflports and certificates, yet, upon ex-
amination before a proper judge, and upon fuf-
ficient proof of her belonging to the fubjects

LU

“of either party, the be found to contain no con-

traband goods, fhe may be releafed, together
with “her cargo, in order to proceed on her:
* voyage. } It isalfo provided, that even'in cafe
~of 'a difcovery of contraband' goods, it fhall
not be lawful to proceed to any act whatever of

N breaking open, or removing the {fame, till the
lading fhall be brought on fhore, in the prefence
«of proper: officers, -and an inventory made by
them of the faid, goods.. Neither fhall it be
lawful to make any ufe or advantagc of them till

after fentence of confifcation, pronounced upon -

them, in-due and lawful procefs};before the

Judges of - the Admiralty;; the thip itfelf, and

the other goods tliereim being ehtirely free from

conﬁfcatlon or. detention on account of the pro-

 hibited goods, agreeable to a {hpulatlon n a
£ormer amcle. L '

® Art. 24 26 27, i Axt.33.,. .

Art 20, 28,

o271 |
. To thefe p1ov1ﬁons for the free and honour-

/ able maintenance of commerce, in- times “when
either of the parties thall be. engaged in hoftili-

ties, and for the prevention of fraud and fubter- -

fugé, ‘which® are the never failing fources of
difcontent and animofity, it is further agreed,

that rio” ads' of hoftility or violence - fhall be

exetcifed by the fubjetts, &c. of cither- of the

© tWo Crowns: againft the fubjets of the other on
any pretence whatever; neither fhall they receive
for fuch purpofe a commiffion or patent of any
kind, from-any prince or ftate,  at enmity:with

~ ¢ither party, to at or arm as privateers or let-
_ters of reprifal, agam& them, under the fevereft
pumfhment, befide being liable to make full

reftitution and fatisfaltion to thofe whom' they -

have injured. - ‘Nor fhall either of the contra&-
ing parties grant: letters of repufal agam{’c ‘the

other, unlefs in‘the cafe of an injury, after pro--

per apphcauon ma,de to the minifter refident in
- the injured country, no redrefs can be obtamed

and: Juﬁlce is ob{hnately denxed or delayed +

Nor

U Reprz/als, by the laws of England ‘are of two forts,
ordinary, and extraor dinary. The ordinary are either
‘ithin the 1ealm or w1thout. Thofe within the realm are

vranted by thc Lord Chancellor, by Writ® of Chancery,
with

S e
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[

Nor. fhall any privateers, . bearmg comxmf.,.
fions:of a ftate at ennnty with - either party,

be fuffered to arm in the ports.of  the other
pzirtv to ‘carry. on any traffic - there, or
even to purchafe more provifions than may
cnable them to reach the neareft port. of that
“inimical f’tate moreover, no thelter or-refuge

fhall be given to fuch as have made pmze of

any fthip or veflel belonging to either party ;
nor fhall the thips. or goods of. one party be fuf-
fered to- be taken within _cannon-thot of the
eoaﬁ, ~or.in the ports, &c. of the other * - On
o ' : ' ' ‘the

i
with the applobatlon of the Kmov or Council, to atre{’c the
mexch‘tnt firanger’s goods here in England of that nation
which hath committed the i 1nJu1y. Thofe granted in the
ordina "y W'Ly, to repair injuries out of the realm, are always

unde1 the Great Seal, and are conﬁdered as irrevocable,

‘and as creatmg and vefting, as ‘it were, a national debt in
the grantee, to be fansﬁed as is direted in the patent,. out

© of the goods of that nation whence the injury proceeds.

Extraordinary 'Repr g/'als are called Letters of Mar, ques and

are granted by the Secretarxes_ of State, with the approba-
,tion’of King and Council. They are during the King’s
pleafure; ‘and, being intended only to harafs or weaken
the enemy in wat, are always revocable, Mowroy, B, L.
ch. i, FIT:.H}:RBERT, Nat.. Brev. fol. 114, Stat. 4.
' Hen. V. c.vii. xiv.—-Ed. IV. c. 1v. et 4 Inft, 124, 125, 137,
* Art. 3. 16. 40, 1atte1 part 41. It has been deemed 3
v1olatmn of the 1”W of natlons to affaylt an enemy in the

port,

. [ 29 1

the contrary, their majefties’ thips of war, 01

the privateers belonging to their {ubjects, may
carry the thips and goods, taken from their ene-
mies, -whither - they pleafe ;: nelther fhall any

" prize of " this klnd ‘brought. by them into their "
‘refpeé’tlve ports; be liable to inquiry, fearch,
~ -detainer, jor feizure. #

Shlps of either of the

two’ natlons, retaken by the men of war or’ pri-

vateers of the other, if they have not been 'in

-the power . of the - enemy twenty -four hours,
thall be: reftored to the owners, upon their “pay-
ing a ftated fum, fpec1ﬁed in the amclc, for
their’ redemptlon. 4+ And “in-all dlfputes re-
" {pe&ing the ' gallty of | prlzes, the' ‘judge fhall

diret an-inventory ‘and an- appralfement to

be rnade of the eﬂ'eéts, and fhall’ require fecu~

rities. from  the" captor,” for paying the co{’ts,
and from the claxmant for paymg the value of

‘port, or under the proteéhon, whethex of fnend ally, or
neuter, See a very remarkable cafe of Sir KENELM Dic-
;BY, ‘wich'the French, Venetxans, and the Grand Selgnor.
‘MOLLOY, ‘B. 1. ch iii. §. 7. B

* Art. 40, ﬁrﬁ part.

‘ 1- Arucle 34 HA.LE 5. H ﬂwy of Pleas of the Crowzz,
P 163. szfulatu Maris, cap. 233. 287: but in general this
law of - Reffitution is extended, in all poﬂible cafes, in

‘favour of the: .owner. MOLLOY, De _‘}‘ure Marztzmo et Na—

walz, B I ch n.§.zz. : S

P T er R =
ey e

T

R b e R

2 —v;—!kf,,—.-a—f‘*:—‘e

P G SR
o i R AR

i

I——

e
=

[



e

R e £

[3°]

the puze on either iffue of the fuiit ; and i in fuch

cafe of - proper fecurities given, the execution
,or the Judge’s fentence fhall not be fuf-
pended by reafon of any "q)peal . Shlps or
‘merchants - of _el,,th_,,er.z kingdom, fuffering: any

‘injury or. outrage from the men- of : war or. pri- -

vateers . of .the other; ‘fhall ‘have ample repara-.

‘tion;, to wh1ch intent the perfons and effects of
‘»the offending party thall: ftand - bound ; but in
 the cafe of any kind of torture ufed by a captor

upon the rnaﬁer, crew, .or paffengers, .not. only
the’ “captured fhip itfelf, together with:the per-

fons, merchandizes, and goods, thall be forth~

with releafed ;but alfo’ fuch -as fhall be:con-
v;é‘ted of the crime, together Wlth thc1r accoms=
plices, - {hall fuffer the moft fevere punithment.
With .this view, .all ‘commanders’of privateers,

: ‘before they I‘GCCIVC their commxﬂion, &c. fhall be
obliged to gwe fufficient fecuru:y, by good bail,
~-as {pecified: in ‘the article; that they will ‘make
~“complete fatlsfa&wn for all mJunes or. damages
- which may, durmg the cruize, be commltted by

themfelves, their officers, or others in'. their

fervme. v{~ The ﬂnps of e1ther party drlven by .

-{ Art. 30 42. 31 Thefe qmcles, ongmally mferted

~ in the Treaty between France and Englan.d it 1677, are,
fays Moxsrov; for their excellency, fit to be a ftandard to
B ' ’ - T ~all’

Pcorrn
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ﬁorm into. any port of -the other, fhall not bc .
.compelled to unlade, or pay any duty; and
~in cafe, having firft obtained lawful permiffion,

they unlade, -and {ell a part of their cargo, for

the purpofe of - v1é’cualhng or refitting, theyv-
{hal}l only pay duty for that part. - And when -

- e,ntclved into port, in any manner whatever, they

' ev;dence,, of carrying prohibited goods to. the

are unwilling to land. their. cargoes;: or break -

bulk, they fhall not be obliged to give an.ac-
count of their lading, unlefs fufpe&ed on fure

enemies of either of the two contratting powers.
In cafes of thipwreck, all-that fhall he faved

“mutft be reftored upon claim made, ‘to the pro-

prietors or ‘their fa@ors, paying only ‘the ex-

pences of the prefervauon, accordxng to the -

X eﬁabh{hed rates of falvage o

, After all thefe mutual agleements, Wlth 1e~=
fpeé’c to their condu@ towards- .each” other,the
contraing parties ‘think ‘it for the fill greater
fecunty of ‘trade and navwauon, to combme

agam{‘c the common enemy of - commm c1a1 in-
'tercourfe

1t is accordmOIy detelrmned not to

~ admit, . harbour, protet, or affift-in anj . port,

clty, town, or- dwelhng Whatcver, any Plrates,

: ,all the nations.. of Eulope ,De j‘ure Mgrztzma et Navalz,

B.L «ch. iii. §..8, 9.
: *’Art 19. 25 37. ‘ ‘ S
LT R or

S e R e

o e £ b e et i et
2 % s e A DI

m——

g

e

S ARG




foi

| | [ 32 1 |
or. Sea-Rovers, and that perfons convicted in {6
doing fhall fuffer cordign punifhment; more-

. over, that all the fhips and cargoes, taken by pi-

rates; and brought into the ports of ‘either king-

dom, - fhall be felzed, and the- property, bemg '

fufﬁmently proved in' the Court' of ‘Admiralty;

thall be dchvered to the owners or their fa&ors, :

even. though it has. paﬂ'ed into’ other hands' by

fale, if it be proved-that the buyers knew, ‘or.

might-have. known; that they had been ‘pirati-

" cally taken.  And ﬁrnllat _cautions fhall be ufed
" with all-fhips and merchandizes taken on the
high feas, and brought into the’ ports of either
nation. ¥ Such is the fum of the vanous mcrte~ -

rlals ;

* Axt 39 Thxs Law of Reﬂzmtzo;z to the owner of hls

- pr operty’, puatlcally tftkcn, is founded on Stat. 27 Ed, III

¢. xiii, 'and is in -the true fpmt of the famous ATINIAN
LAW, De Ufmapzom, which prov1ded that prg/irzptwn

'ihould not avail againft goods flaudulently taken.” ¢ Quod.

fulreptum eft, ejus. rei zterna aultoritas efto.” But corh-
mon 1aw b'1rs the cl'um of the owner, 1f hlS goods have been
fold i in mfnket overt AULUS GELLIUS, L1b XVII. c. vn

'ROLLEsAérzdg 630, YIZLVERTO\*; 135, I SIDERI‘II\,

320 367, ‘By: 28 Hen: VIIL ¢. xv.~—i11 and.12 ‘W, IIL

o.»vyii‘.-f_-_rt Qeo :I._.ch‘ xi;-§. 75 all _pirates fhall ‘be; tried
as felons, and fhall be excluded their clergy. Moreovel, o

piracy:land. robbery won” the. feas’is ' excepted | out of ‘the

general pardon of felonies, both at common ‘and’ fhatute

law, forit is a fpecml o‘fencu, and theleforc {hould be
- efpeclally

[ —— T

[ 33 1

tials  feleted out of the T reaty, which appedt
more immediately mtended to promote the free- '

dom and fecurrty of commerce and navigation ;

_and to them may properly be fubjoined the fols -
lowmg articles, without whlch the wifeft and -
moft equal code would want its full effect and '

fané‘tron., | , : Fn _
In as much as it Is propo ed by the pr efent
Treaty; in all the aforementioned refpeéts, the
Protetion of individuals,—Their Perfonal Li-
berty,——The Safety of Merchandize, Goods, and
Effeé’ts,———-The Succeffion to Perfonal Eftates,—
all matters. relative to the Lading and Unladmg

their fhips, and other privileges and immunities, -

that the fubj es of the two Crowns fhall, in their
refpeétive - dominions; be.on the: foot. of ‘the

" moft favoured nation ; and that there {hall be an -

impartial adminiftration of Ju{’ttce ; care is to be

| taken that all judgments - and- decrees, upon

~mar1ne cafes, in- the Court of Adrmralty fhall

cfpemall) mentloned COKE, 3 Inﬁ: tit, Admlr -20 Geo. II

ol § 13. " MorLoY,y B. L chiiv. i F01me11y it qu_

¢ only cogmzable by the Admiralty Courts, which proceed

¢ by the rules of the civil law, but Stat. 28 Hen. VIIL c. xv.

s¢ eftablifhed a new- Junfdxéhon for this purpofe;- and fince
¢¢ that'time marine felonies are tried by commiffions of oyet

- ¢ and- terminer, under the King’s: Great Seal ’ BLACK-

“STONE 's Comment. B IV. ch., xix, § 5o
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be giver - in' conformity to the rules of equity,

and to the ftipulations of this Treaty, by Judges

‘who are above all fufpicion, and who have no

manner of intereft in the difputed caufe.* And-
| upon ‘proper complaint of injuftice, their Majef-
vies {hall refpectively caufe’ any fentence- to be
revifed and re-examined in their councils, and

thall provide "that juftice be done to every com- -

plainant within_ the fpace of. three months.
Further, in matters of difpute,. the {fubje&s. of

~each party may empldy fuch advocates, nota-
 ries, follicitors, and factors; as they think - fit.}
~And, laftly, for their. mutual advantage, ‘their
Majeftics thall refpeéhvely appointnational Con- -

fuls, in the dominions of each other, to fupenns

' tend the interefts, and to guard the prmleges of

thelr trade .
ThlS

* Art, 44. 32.-. The ougmal Court, to whu:h quefhoxis“

of this fort are permitted in England, is, the Court of Ad-
miralty ; and the Court of Appeal is, in effed, the ng s

Privy Council, the members of which are, in confequencc :

of . T'reaties,  commiflioned unde1 the Great Seal for: this

puxpofc :232; Gco. IL c. it BLACKST. Commem‘. B. III ch. V.o
. CLERKE’ sPra,m Curig Admir. ;

¥ Art, 33, 38

. 11« ‘Art 43 The term of thls Treaty is. by Art. 46 ﬁxcd

at fawelve y’eam, at the expiration of which, a twelvemonth

‘15 to be allotted for its: neceﬂ'ary rc‘vxﬁon. It is always

o pr udent

45 1

" ’This clofes thé third and laft general dlwﬁon
of the Treaty. Should there be} any truth in what
was before infifted upon, namely,. that ,as  dif-

order is a radical defect i in every work of human

tkill, 1t-1s. parmculatly objeétlonable in matters

of {oextenfive and important a . nature as na-

tional compaéts, then this new dx&rlbutlon may

~ ‘not it is hoped be’ without its advantage ;. fince.
“even the prefent treaty with all its excellencies
will not perhaps be found altogether free from

this common defe. . If, therefore, by. thus pre-
fuming, not only to comprefs and atrange its

‘materials, - but in fome inftances, to vary. its

language, I {hall be thought to have given'it

a - more .\mtereﬁmg._ ,and 1nt_e111g1ble form, this

merit muft at leaft be allowed me to elaim, that
I could not have feleGted from the whole diplo-

~ matic code a more honourable te{hmony to the

Juftice of my affertion. ‘ . :
Among other hafty obfervanons on thxs Trea-

1y, it has been difcovered to be derived, throucrh

the Treaty of Utrecht from one ratified between

France and Enoland in. the year 1677.  But, |
'mf’tead of reﬁmg our mqumes upon a perlod

: yrudent, f'tys VATTEL, t6 limit the term of. a commercul
‘treaty ; becaufe, from the nature of its obje&, conJuné‘tmes
may arife to make it, in many points oppreﬁive to one of

the contradting parties, Laaw of Nations; B, II. ch, ii. § 29.

Da W hich

s s

T e

SRR

|

i
[

e

e s
R

R——
e

s
SRR T

e




L 56 ]

' which fo neceffarily excites unfavourable ideas of

the motives-for fuch a negotiation with France,

~ it would be more candid to carry them back to
a remoter age, efpec1ally, if in that age we can
trace it to a lefs corrupted fource.  The Treaty ,
- of 1677 has {mall claims to originality.- VVlth :
' regard” to -its prmc1pa,l fhpulatlons, they are to

be found in the commermal part of the Treaty

- of Munfter, the acknowledged parent of ‘the
moft effential branches’ of all our fubfequent ne- -
gotiations ;* and, more- partlcularly, (becaufe ,

there apphed to'the fame objeét) of a treaty
‘between France and Engl'md in the year 165 5
Which thouoh like the reft, it was chiefly em-
‘ployed on the then new and favourite topic of
neutralities, and o general points of mantune
jurifdiétion ; yet obvioufly having for i 1ts obJeé't
the eftablifiment of a reciprocal trade between
the two countries, may, in" this refpeé_‘c, be con-

fidered as the genuine” archetype.f Hence,
therefore, our inquiries will moft properly begin.

- By this Treaty it was agreed, that the fubjects
of England, Ireland and Scotland n‘nght freely «

o Treaty of Commeice between England and Holland
in 16544 Collect. of Treaties, Vo 1 po 42.--With Sweden--

K Por:uval---Dcnmark pe 69. 71. 75 With Holland again
" in 1668, p. 190, and again in 1674, ;
¥ Collect. of Treaties; VoI pu 83,

import

Car 1

zmpmt into France the growth and m‘mufa&meﬁ

of ‘their -country, and in return, fhould receive

as freely, the Wmes, ‘woollen and filk goods of

France.* This article gave great offence to

- Spam. It appears, from’ a memorial prefented

to CroMwWELL by the Spanifh Ambaffador,
that fhe was the only power of any maritime

~ confequence, whom he had omitted in his com-
mercial alliances. - And fhe urges her fuperiof”
claim to the ProteGor’s favour, on the gro‘ﬁhd‘ '
~of being the firft State to acknowledge the
‘Englith Republic ; ‘while, n the contrary,
France had ever been the fecret fomentor of in-

furreCtions there.} When the treaty was rati-
fied, Spain feized upon the ihlps and effects of
Enghfh merchants, in all” her ports, to a very

confiderable amount; the confequence of which.

was the declaration of a war, {o ruinous to Spain,

‘that fhe never afterwards was regarded by

France as her commercial rival. Befide the

removal of fuch an obf’tacle, the fame effe®

was fiill further promoted by this 'lreaty, for
France, . by her connetion with England,
was enabled to claim a fhare in the carryxng-

trade, till then monopohzed by the Dutch and

:# Alt 5 ) . -
1 See the Memorial i m JENKI\ISON s Tre rmt:es, V L p 8. -

U" _ to
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tg eftablifh companies and fattories of her own.*:
A thls periad therefore, 1 thmk we may, with

fome propriety, p lace the rife of her commerc1al

grandeur.

Commerce, fays VOLTAIRE, was born -

France. as early as the reign of anms I. but

fhe died with that KIHU, and did not revive 1111 :

a centuly after.vi' Many Pceps had been taken

during the- admlnxﬁlauons both of SULLY and -

RICHLLLU, to regulate and improve- ! the trade
of that country ; their good effetts, however,
'dld not become wﬁble tlll the age of Louis X1V,
towards the mlddle of whofe relgn, the cele-
blated COLBERT undcrtook his general 1 1eform.

This munf’c_er bega,n with eftablifhing . ma}nufaﬁgf_'
“tories of various kinds, and holding out encou- -

ragements. to induflry - -and . ceconomy. - ‘The
{chemes of his predeceflors, he faw, had been,
rendel ed abortiye for want of that free circula;
;1on, ’WhICh in every country is fo-effential. to

trade ; for the different p10v1nces, belr;g each

% It appears, from the concluﬁon of thxs buﬁnefs, ‘that
CROMWELL 'md MAZARINE perfe&lv underftood each
o_thpl. ; The.prgce of the Treaty was the tradition of the
Royal Family, and their neareft frien‘de, and their banifh~
ment from France. Colletion of Treaties, V. L. p. 85.

+ Pidcle de Louis XIV. Tom, 1L p, 123,

S

under

pRes——————rTe

. L 39 1]

~under its own particular government, laid fuch.
heavy and irregular duties upon the induftryof
their - neighbours, as: greatly retarded, and, in.
fome inftances, effectually fhut out all- commus
nication among them. With a view to get rid

of thefe ob{’mu&:lons, CorpERT removed all ex-

port duties to the frontiers, and caufed a general
book of rates to be made, by which all the pro-
vinces were in future to be ,equally regulat‘ed[
'Had he acted thus prudently in other points, his
{yftem would have been unexceptionable ; ‘but,
by proceeding, (from a falfe idea of encomacrmg
domeftic manufw&ures) to lay heavy duties

and prohibitions upon the importation’ of all

~ fuch foreign-goods as.would compete with' thelr-f
own, he threw fuch a reftraint upon every

department of trade, as. prevented the full
effe of many of his beneficial intentions. ¢ He
«¢ endeavoured,” {ays the excellent Author of the
Inquiry into the Nature and Caufes of the Wealtb

- of Natzans, “ to regulate the mduf‘cry and com-_ |

‘¢ merce ofa great country, upon ! the fame model

' ¢c a5 the departments of a public office ;- and,
"% inftead of allowing every man to purfue his
<¢ own intereft, his own way, upon the liberal plan -

« of equahty, liberty, and juftice, he beftowed.

¢ upon cerfain branches of induftry, extraor- .

D4 , ¢ dinary

hosmaeis
ST
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s dinary puvlleges, while he laid others under
“as extraordinary 1e[’ctalnts. In this, dnd in®*
¢ many ‘other mﬁances, he fuffered himfelf,”
€ noththi’candmg his great abllrtles, to be im-’
¢¢ pofed upon by the fophl{hy of merchants-
¢ ahd manufacturers.”*  In the year 1662;
vC‘ozmczZ of Commerce was “created, at which the

King himfelf very frequently preﬁded who pro-

: moted by noble prermurns, the new ‘eftablifh-

ments in various parts .of "his dominions. +

Among thefe the moft: rernalkable were: the"
woollen, filk, and’ gobehn manufafories. The'

WOollen manufa&ory, in the province of Lan--

guec_loc_, { by its neighbourhood to the port ‘of

Marfeilles and to Spain, not only was able to-

plOCUI‘G the fineft materlals at a - cheaper rate’
;han any othet country, but was furmfhed alfa*
with commodlous 1nland conveyance, by means’

L of the great canal and w1th an’ eafy tranfpou to

* Book IV ch.fu. and ag'unB IV ch ix. For a ﬁne

dclmeatlon of i commercml {fy ﬁem, fee the Political T¢ ﬁa— :

ment of Cardmal Ricuriev, upon which it is thought
COLEERT ﬁr& founded his- 1dea of feform, Palt 1I. ch,
viit, and 1%._ :
1~ ANDERSON 0 H/imyqf'C’ommerce’, V IL p. 327..
A n1a1111fa&ory of fine broad cloths was eﬁabhfhed

alfo at Abbeville, whlch to thxs day mamtams a great des

glee of reputatlon,

Italy

B

Italjr and the ‘Levant, where, by underfelﬁno'
the. Engh{h it aﬁ‘aﬂed the 1n1rket in a double
capacity ; receiving in return for its imported
mduf’cry, raw m'tterlals for the ﬁlk manufactories,
on the fame eafy terms. Thls {feemed to threaten

fatal confequences to our Turkey Company, who

mlght be confider ed as almo{’c in their infancy,*

‘and, through them, to our woollen trade ; but
'encouraorements from the Cxown, and tlmely

affiftances from Parliament, co- opelatlncr with
the impolitic condu& of .the French mmlf’cers,
enabled them to withftand the competition.
Indeed, we are told, in a petmon prefented to

Palhament by the Weaver’s (,ompany, on occa~ .
ﬁon of the Utrecht Treaty, that between  the

years 1664 and 1713, our trade with thofe.

countries had- mcreafed twenty times. The.

caufes Wthh contributed to. the embarraﬂ'menc

. and dechne of F rench commerce, were oppref=

ﬁve and. 111 reculated Cuﬂoms, “unjuft Monopo-»

_lles, the Mlhtary Ambmon of Louis X1V. and,
ftill more fatal than all thefe combmed Rehglous E
‘ Perfecutlon, the rnof’c effectual check apon. the

% 'This - Company was ele&ed at the begmmng of the
century, by King james I and its traﬂic was, about fifty

years after; computed- to bring in an annual revenue of
~

320,000, ANDERSON :Hﬁ Com, V. 1L, p. 373.
: 4 ' commercial
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commercial fplrlt of a country. Toone remark- .
able event of this kind muft be attributed that ‘
‘total revolution i in trade, Wthh has taken place, _

duung this ccntuxy, in  Europe, 1 mean the

- Rewocation of the Edift of Nantes, in theyear 1 68 5.

In confequencc of this ftep, ona moderate com-
putauon, ‘about five hundred thoufand perfons
tranfported their fkill, their induftry, and their

- 'i’cock into England Holland, Blandenburghw

and S\Vltzer]and ‘to the g1eat depopulation of
their native country, and neceﬁ’arxly to the im-
poverxfhment of the State. To the immenfe
number of thefe refugees, who fettled in England,

we are indebted for many ufeful improvements,
and curlous inventions, in our manufaétories of
woollen ﬁuffs, filk, ‘linen, paper, glafs, hats,
watches, cutlery, hardware, and iron. But the
“amazing wealth which her extenfive commercc
“had accumulated, - prevented France from im-
: medlately feeling ‘the effects of this ruinous emi-
gration, which pcxhaps fhe might {till" have

recovered, but for another ftep, which exated-

the Jealoufy of her nelghbourlnfr fival.  Too

eager to monopolwe the trade of Europe, it had
long been the policy of France,asalready hinted,

to aim at ruining that of England by 1 fuch heavy
" duties upon many commodities as amounted to.
a total p1oh1b1t10n, though it would have been.

\ much,

’ FOE.

E43j

“much more for her intereft to have encouraged
 that predileftion for her growth and manufaétures
~ which then prevailed. In fact, while we had been,

giving. every poffible - encouragement ' to - their
: manufa&o‘ries’; and the produce of their foil, they -
‘had been gmdnally increafing the duties upon all
Englifh goods. # - The eyes of the country were

at laft opened, and i in 1678, very contrary to the -
inclination of the ng, an act was paflfed <“to

. ¢¢ prohibit the importation of French goods, as

¢ highly detrimental to this kingdom.” The

~excellent effeéts of this law were foon felt; for, ‘

in lefs than twenty years, at the Treaty of

Ryfwick, the amount of our annual exports was
more than doubled :4~ and this notwithftanding
a very materml mtermptzen, as the prohlbmon |

* Report of a Comnuttee, &c, in the Hj ﬁmy and De-

, ferzce of .the late Pm liament, in 1713, p. 297 and 228. Our

cloths, which in 1644 paxd only a duty of g livres per
piece, or 25 ells Enghﬂl paid in 1664, 40 livres, and
in 1667 this duty was__doubled. ‘In 169g, in confe
quence - of the peace of Ryfwxck, it was reduced to ‘55
,11v1es, whlch was 'ldopted in the propofed tariff at Utrecht.
See a p’tper calléd « Confequenceo of alaw f01 1educ1ng

_the dutics on French wines, brandy, filks ‘and linen, to

ghofclof other nations, W;th remarks on;M'e; cator.”’ No. 11T,
A minifterial work, at that time publifhied by Dan. Dz

# A;z“'i‘)ERgéN’es'Hf/Tf.‘ Com. V. IL p, 180,

TR RN R T R
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- was only laid for three years; and during
the remainder of Charles the Second’s reign, no
parliament had affembled ; the firft a& of his

fucceflor was to get it repealed ; fo that, from

1685, to the 'Revolution, - this country, fays |

_AxDpERsoN, had nearly been: beggared by an
inundation of French commodities.®  In 1689
there was a convention between England and
the United Provinces, for the purpofe’ of more

‘eﬁ'e&ually checking the French trade; and in
the fame year another act was pafled to prohibit .

their importations.{ If to thefe natural effects

\of national jealoufy, we add the new fources of .

" commerce * which England had now opened
who, no longer dependent on her neighbours,
began to {upply herfelf with wines from. Italy,
Spain, and Portugal; with linen from Holland
and leeﬁa w1th paper, ftuffs and filks, by mrieans
of the new m%nufa&ones eftablifhed at home,
and. conﬁder alfo, that the duties had now begun
to be approprlated by . Pwrhamenc to particular
ufes and exigencies of State, and could not there-
“fore be readily removed, we fhall not be 1urpr1fed
that fuch dxﬁicultles {hould have arlfen at

* ANDERSON s Hﬂ C’om. ,V., II. p. 182.A Britifh
,A[ercbaizt,p 310: o ‘ PR L
% Stat. 1 WL and M. c. xxxw. Collbc‘li_a;'z of Treaties,

Vlyzg o
Ryfwick,

[43 ]

Ryfwu:k as to have rendered it 1mpoﬁib1e for

the plen1potent1ar1es to fettle any tariff between . -

the two nations, or that fince that time mutual
fufpicions and pxe_]udlces thould have increafed
thofe obf’cacles to a commercial communication,
Wthh it is the obje& of the prefent treaty to
remove.® E

~ While the mlmf’ter of Loms XIV ‘was almmg

to excite a {pirit of induftry among . his ¢oun-

trymen, and to extend their foreign trade by
reftritions and monopolies, . an event took
place in England which laid the foundation of
our future maritime glory. This was the paf-
{ing of the famous Navication Acr, uponA
whxch and its falutary confequenees, I fhall

T proceed;too offer a few obfervations : The firft

outline of this Great' Maritime Charter, as Sir
Jos1am Cuirp callsit, . was fketched in the

- Long Parliament, but it was not till nine years
after that it received its legal confirmation. I

2 As

# Negotlanons at Ryfwxck V II Mem. xxiv, p. 464,
apd the following. - T S
. Preface to his Dgfcom;/é qf?'m:le, in 1698. S

The or 1g1nal idea of this aft may be found in ftat. 14.'

| "Rlc. II. ¢, vi. 1epeated in 4 Hen. VIL c. x. and agam, in’
‘the article of wine, 1n5 Ehz. c. v.§ 1. Smce its . pro-
-mulgatxon in 1660, it has been conftantly recewmg ‘addi-

tions
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As the fir ength and g élory of this natmn avowu
“edly depend upon 1ts marine, and as this can
only be refpe@able in proportion to the number
‘of its failors and fhipping, nothing could have
‘beeri more prudently dev1fed than an eftabhfh-
ment for a monopoly of the trade of- their own
country, for the failors and fhxppmcr of Great
Britain, which is the leadmg object in this juftly
celebrated Aét. = Till that time the’ Dutch had
been the fattors ‘of Europe; and, ~while- they
‘employed - an immenfe quantity of men’ and
“thips. 'in carrying ‘the - produce of our foreign.
~irade, our own marine was laid by negletted,
and - our {feamen (except when particular cafes
called for an exertion) were totally unoccupied.
The - Navigation-A¢: ftruck at the root of this
-evil. - It excluded’ the Dutch from bemg any,
Alonger the - carrlers to Great Britain, or from
importing to us the goods of any other Euro-

_pean country, and, -at the fame time, encou-‘

raged a {eminary for a national marine. ¢ It is
“ not 1mpoﬁib1e, (fays Dr. SMITH) conﬁder~

'tlons and 1ev1{'als. By 14 Car, II. c. xi. three frefh claufes

were added; and again, by 15 . Cal. IL. c. vil. it was
. conﬁrmed by proclamatlon In 168 5 1t laid five ﬂulhngs,,

‘per ton on all fore1gn ﬂnps employed in om coal tlade,

: and other regulatlons were added by 1 Jac. II. €y XVilkyms

9 VV. and M C xmx. and late1 i’catutes.v_l L

[47]

« 1n0 UPO"I what mlmlcal terms ‘We then WCI‘C '

< with ' Holland, that fome of its reoulatlons

¢ may have proceeded from national animofity,
<< though they are as wife as if they had all
“ been dlé’cated by the. moft deliberate wif-

¢ dom.”* Its w1fdom however has been un-

, ‘accountably called in quettion, by fome of

thofe reftlefs fpmts, whofe glory it is, -in all
ages, to cav11 at the moft prudent adts of Go-

vernment. - Their ObjC&lonS are founded on v'
the example of France, whofe policy- it ‘has

ever been to conneét herfelf as much as. poffible
WIth ‘neutral- natlons. This ftep, it is faid,

‘may at firft feem nnpohue, becaufe the employs s

fuch ‘nations “as the carriers and " factors of her

trade ; but- hence “arifes - the advantage. In

tnne of ho{hhtles fhe is enabled to- convert ‘her

“merchant thips into private ﬂnps of war;- and,
by leavmg her trade in- the hands of neutral
‘powers, whatever fhe lofes in Frelght is thus
made up by the faving of- Infurance. But this
, reafoning fhould never convmee us’ that it can
‘be for'the real intereft of” any commerc1al coun-

try'to encourage a fyﬁem of mantnne neutra-

- litfes, - by -eritrufting - the conveyance of her
imde to forexgners ; for, in’ proportlon as that

Wealth qf Natzom, Vol II. B. IV i, | :
~ trade
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trade mcrea{'es, the pofitive and relative ftrength
of a ftate muft be diminithed in favour of her
.nvals. To this may be added another radical
evil in fuch a meafnre- It renders the manu-
factures of a country in fo great a degree fub-
fervient to the humour of ftrangers, .that the
reveaug and refonr ces of the ftate that fells will
be, .in fome of thelr rnoﬁ: ploduéhve branches,
mtally in the power of the ftate that navigates.
A nation, In fhort, whrch is. dependent upon\
“another for the. exportation of. its fuperfluities,
not only gives up the regulation . of .its own
markecs, but relies: on others,. both for the'
quantity and price of foreign.. commod1t1es.
Herein confifts the difference. berween what has
‘been called an aftive and a paffive ‘trade ; the
former’ of . which difhngm{hes the mercantile
{fykem of Holland, - from that ~of, all other
ftates, whether anc1ent or modern ; and it is

chiefly with a view to the fuperior. advantages.

“of fuch a trade, that the beft - writers - on. -poli-
“tical and commerc1al matters, fince: the pubh~
cation of this A& of: ‘Navigation, have agreed

in their OPIHIODS of. its merit. - Sir JosiaH

‘Cuinp afferts,. that ¢¢ without it. we had not.

been Owners of .one half the {hlppmg nor trade,
“nor € mployed one half the feamen which we did

in hm flme, ? not more than thrrtv years from

its
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. What opinion the Dutch énters
tained of it may be gathered, not only from
tll-e./earneﬁnefs with which their plenipotenti-
aries at Breda contended for its repeal, 1« but
from a confeffion of one of the ableft politi-

#

its paffing.

- cians in -their Republic, who fays, ¢ by the "

:: politic a¢t pafled in ‘England, in the year

1660, 1t is much to be feared that the Eng-
KL lifh merchants will in time carry away 'e
¢< great part of the Dutch trade.” { - And after-
wards, {peaking of the comparatlve ftate of the
two countries—*¢¢ Since the prohibition of im-

~ porting any goods in foreign fhlps into Eng—v

land, except fuch as are of the growth and ma-

‘~ nufacture of the country to which thofe fthips
belong; all our navigation to that kmgdom is

3
ata ftand.” § DAVENANT afferts, that in the

year 1688, the tonnage of our mercantlle {hlp-

ping was almoft double 1ts quantlty m the year
1666, owing to the falutary operation- of the
Navwatlon A& and fo dazzled was the na-. .

*
Dg/'comﬁ of 71 ade, ch iv. caﬂcermng the A& of Naw-
gation,” p.- 1, which {eems to contain a complete an{wer to

- moft of the objections, t then 'md fince raifed ag:unﬂ: it. .

1- Colleﬂzoﬂ qf Treaties, V L p. 196, .
1 DE Wirr’s Iﬂterdi of Holland, Part I. ch, xxii,
§ Dt WirT, PartIL. ch.viii,. '
j Political Works, B. IL p. 2g.
~ : - E ‘ tion
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tion by this rapid afcenfion and inc'reaﬁx;g'
fplendour of trade, that the writers of
that time conceived the commercial profpe-

rity of England to - be in its zenith.® A

partlcular revolutlon, effeCted by the A& in
queftion, is very well remarked by the Author
of the Wealth of Nations. He obferves, that
¢ fince its eftablifhment the Colony trade has
<¢ been contmually mcreaﬁng, while many
s¢ other- branches “of foreign trade, efpecially
¢ of that to other parts of Europe, have been
¢¢ continually decaying. Our manufactures for

s¢ foreign fale, inftead of being fuited, as be-

¢¢ fore the A&, to the nclg,hbourmor market of
¢« Europe, or to the more diftant one of the
¢¢ countries whlch lie round the Medlterranean
% fea, have, the greater part of them, been
<¢ accommodated to the ftill more diftant one of

<¢ the colonies, to the market in which they have

¢the monopoly, rather than to that i n which
¢¢ they have many competitors.” " Upon this
ground, alfo, obje@tions have been raifed, to
the expedlency of continuing a law, which has
ot only thus diverted a copious fcream out of

- its proper channel but has drawn 11: from a fure

* ANDE}RSON, Hif, Com, V, 1. p. 178"-_ :
$ V.IIL B. IV. ch. viii. |

and
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and regular courfe, to one which is now become
at beft very precarious. # To fay nothmg of
the weaknefs of the latter part of this affer-
tion, which - our increafing trade with America
now fufficiently demonftrates, it may be urged
againft thefe objettors, that in' pdlitical quef-
tions it is not always'to be confidered only what

W111 increafe the Wealth but what w111 contribute -

to the ﬂ:rength and grandeur of a nation. Let
the Navigation- Aét, then, be placed in this, its
proper light, and there are few, I believe, who
will be perverfe enough to deny that the naval

{pirit, fo peculiar to our country, is the off-
{pring- of that ftatute; ¢¢ a ftatute (to ufe the

words of an excellent judge of its effeéts)
¢ whlch alone hath fortunately outweighed all

' * Suggefted by thefc', -and other principles of the fame
nature, a bill was lately depending in Parliament, for
laying'open the trade between America and our Weft-India

Iflands. The objeét fought was the exclufive trade. of
Ameuca, the effet to be produced among many other

evils, would probably have been, the eftablifhment of their
marine upon the ruins of our own. On this fubjeét con-
fult Lord SHEFFIELD’s Oé/z"rfuatmm on the Commerce of the
American States, efpeaally p. 158 et feq. et 295 et: feqe
It is a work which cannot be too ﬁrongly recommended to
the ferious attention of every well-wither to the manufac-

© tures, trade, and maritime power of Great Britain,

Ee ¢ our




¢ of England.” #
allowed confequence of that ‘{pirit, which be-"
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<¢ our other follies and extravagancies. -Though
~ ¢¢ condemned by fome hiftorians, and unnoticed

¢¢ by others, it hath proved the fertile fource of all

" ““our naval power, hath operated infenfibly to
¢ our prefervation, and been the {pring from

¢ whence hath flowed the wealth and greatnefs
Of this, therefore, asof the

came generally diffufed among the people, by

-the A& of Navwauon, I Ihall now take a fum-
‘ maly Vlew. -

Were we to attempt to form our oplmons of

the ftate of England’s manufactures and com-
- merce, from-the Revolution to the opening of

the prefent century, upon the fole authorities.

‘of political writers at.-thofe - times, it would

be a tafk of great dlfﬁculty Few periods can

fmmﬂl more ftriking contraf’cs of. polmcal {enti-

ment. Cn one fide we are prefented with warm
and encouraging proofs- of national profperity,
on the other,’ with difmal calculations of de-

CLeaﬁnQ wealth and forebodmgs of genera],
: mfolvency We are now, by the moft au-~
thentic doeuments, convinced that - the flatter-
: mg ﬁde of the plé‘cme was drawn by the c01-1

* ]LNKINSON s szcourf, &c; preﬁxed to his Tmanes,
o xx1x.

4 rect
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-relt hand of experience, whilethe oppofite was

nothing more than the hafty refult of defpond-
ing theory. * The war which terrninated in -
the Peace of Ryfwick, was certainly very op pref—
five to. the foreign trade of this country, and,.
as Mr. CuaLmers has ftated from the firfk
authority, had- depreffed it in the year 1694.t0

-a very low pitch, 4+ but from that time to the

conclufion of the war, it feems gradually to

~ have revived. During thefe convulfions, how-

ever, domeftic traffic, and the interefts of ge-
neral commerce, were dally gathering  that
ftrength and elafticity which foon enabled them
to throw- off their incumbent weight, and to
rife' to a point unknown to any former period.
Many new manufacories were e@ablithed, and
many old ones revived ; in moft of which, the
fkill of the French refugees, united with our
native induftry, now feemed to. promife the

higheft perfe&lon. The opening of a national

‘bank greatly promoted the circulations of capi-
tals, and forelgn ﬁfheues aﬁ‘orded a new femi- .-

* POLEXFEN’s Dz/Zom_/b on .‘T}ade, Cozn, and Paper Cre=

dit ~~-DAVENANT’s Difcourfe on' Trade in 1698.

§- An Eftimate of t/Je comparative flrength qf Great B; 2
tain, &c. p. 62, -

E 3 . 'nai‘y
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- nary for our marine. * During the fhort {pace

of four years, from the Peace of Ryfwick to
the acceffion of Queen Anne, the rapid im-
provement . of . our national revenue is remark-

ably firiking. Inlefs than four days two mil-

lion fterling was {ubfcribed, and there were per-
fons ready to {ubfcribe as much more. < Till

¢ that time,” fays ANDERsoN, ‘¢ there had ne-

£ ver been fo illufirious an inftance of England’s

¢ opulence. And after fo expenfive a war,

¢ what an high idea muft fuch a circumftance
#¢ have given foreignersof the wealth and gran-

¢¢ deur of this country !” 4 - Yet, notwithftand- .

g thls affertion, founded on documents the
moft mcontrovemble, namely, the Papers of
various Public Oﬁices, and the Cuﬁom—Houfe
Books, together with ina,ny collateral confir-
matxons, there were not wanmng malignant and

* ]os. GEE s Tmn’e and Navigation of Great Britain, edit.
1755, p. 5. At -the Revolution the value of our annual
exports was 4,086,0871, In theyear 1694, in confequence

" of the war, it-funk below the amount at the Reftoration,
which was 2,043,0431. and, though at the peace of Ryfs’

wick in 1697, ithad greatly recovered, yet it did not equal

the amount at the begipning of thewar.

+ Hiftory of Commerce, V. 1L. p. 22 3. At the i)eace of

~Ryfwick, the value of our cxports was 3,525,9071. in

F701, 6,04554321, :
wrong?
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wrong-headed men, who, as in the former
reign, reprefented the trade of the nation to be

in a precarious and expiring ftate. * ~ ¢ Such

*¢ proceedings,” fays the elegant Eftimator of

the Strength of Great Britain, “caft ajuft cenfure
““’on the furious party conteﬂ's, during the laft
<¢ years of Queen Anne, in refpect to the con-
< dition of our comimerce; as if the profpe-
¢ rity or the ruin of manufaories and trade,
<¢ were influenced by the continuance of ftatef-
¢ men in the pofleffion or in the expeation of
<¢ emoluments and power.” 4 The contefts here
principally alluded to, are thofe which broke
out in confequence of the Propofals made in the
Negotiations at Utrecht for a Commercial Treaty
with France. This event has been lately fo
“often alluded to by party writers, on each fide

of the queftion, and is fo clofely connefted
avith our prefent {ubje®, that I fhall make no-

apology for introducing fome particulars of it.
"And to this I am the more willingly led, be-
caufe, among all their mafs of materjals, I

have not been able to colle&t any account of

the tranfadtion fufficiently di_fpafﬁ'Oriate to- be
* W. Woon’s Surwey of Trade. See particuiarly the vile
Dedication to King George I p. 9. g

¥ CHALMERS s Eftimate, &c. p. 84. A .
F 4 ~ either
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cither faithful or confiftent. Upon the recollec~
tion of fome circumftances which have' been .

 ftated about the refpective fituations of France

and England, at the latter end of the laft cen-

tury, their flourithing trade, fill in the remem-
~ brance of our people, the infant ftate of many of

our-moft valuable: manufattures, together with -

thofeilliberal prej udices, and impolitic jealoufies,
which fettered commerce with heavy duties and
prohibitions, it will not feem furprifing that any
negotiation between the two countries on the
foot of recxprocal advantage, fhould, in the
‘year 1713, have been an alarmmg and unpopu-
lar mbaﬁlre. '

' F or the origin of the tranfa&lon we rnuf’c 2o
back to the year 1709, when. the EARL oF
SUNDERLAND dire@ted the Commiffioners of
Trade and Plantations to confider on a Treaty of
Commerce with France ; ‘and a correfpondence
‘was accordmgly opened. between fome of the firft
merchants, in each nation. Mr. St. Joun, after-

wards L.ORD. BOLINGBROKE was very affiduous

~in thlS buﬁnefs, and; upon the reprefenta-
tions of thefe merchants, and the written refule
of this cmrefpondenee, he dlCW up a rough
draucrht of a marine treaty, and laid it before

the Houfe of Commons in 1711, It was by

them

[ 571

.them tranfmitted to a committee of merchants,

and upon their opinion and rev1ﬁon it was made
the bafis of the Utrecht negotlamon. - Many
claufes are faid to have been copied from the in-
effeftual propofitions made at Ryfwick, and were
for the moft part of a general nature; tending
to adjuft the forms and conditions of cominerce
and navigation, agreeable to  thofe rules of
univerfal equity, ~which the maritime States of N
Europe had for fome ‘time agreed in adopting,
for their mutual convenience. Had the Treaty,
contained nothing more than this, it would have
paffed without a murmur ; but there were, un-
fortunately, two Articles, which feemed to
{trike at the root of our national wealth and com-
merce. -~ The former of which iz geheml térmsv |
placed France and Great Britain in a commercial
relation to each other, on the foot of. the moft
Javoured nations 3 the latter more . paﬁiculaﬂy
fpecified the nature and extent of thofe terms;
ftipulating, among other things, that no more
cuftoms or duties be paid for goods and merchandizes.
brought from. France to Great Britain, than what
are payable for goods and merchandizes of the like.
'mz‘zzre imported into Great Britain, from any. other
\cazmtry in Europe. Tbm‘ all laws mczde 23 Great

& ]oumals of the Houfe of Commons, Vol XVIL p. ';47
Britain
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Brmzm Jince the year 1664, for pra/’azéztmg the

importation of any goods and merchandizes, coming
Sfrom France, which are not probibited before that

time, be repealed, and that the general taviff made
- in France in the year 1664, fake place there again,
“and the duties payable in France by the fubjefls of

Great Britain, for goods imported and exported,
be paid according to the tenor of the tariff above-

" mentioned, with an exception however fo certain

‘merchandizes, that is to_fay, manufaﬂures of wool,
Sugar, falted fifb, and the produtt of whales.* 'The

Treaty containing thefe articles was figned at

Utrecht on the laft day of March, wés ratified
by the Queen, and publithed by Royal Autho-
rity in the month of April 1713.- On the 14th

_ of May it was moved in the Houfe of Commons
for leave to bring in A Bill to make effectual -
““the 8th and gth Articles of the Treaty,”
which was carried by a majority of 252 votes,
“againft 130, and it was accordingly ordered for

the goth of the fame month.} Anorder was at
the fame time made for an exaé. ftatement of

the whole amount of imports and exports of the

woollen manufacture ‘With France, and with

* Art. 8 and g, ]ENKINSON s Collestion of Treatiesy Vol.
1L p. 43.

1 Journals of the Houfe of Commons, Vol XVII. P-352

\ and the followmg. ‘

Pox tugal
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Portugal, from 1668 to 1669, and alfo of the

- wines of France and Portugal, imported into

TLondon and' the . Out-ports during 16 years,

. namely, from 1696 to 1712, to be delivered

into the Houfe.# - No fooner was the bill made
public, than a univerfal clamour was raifed-
againft it by the merchants and manufacturers.
Petitions, Memorials, and Remonftrances were

~ fent from all quarters of the kingdom. = The

Turkey Company, the Companies of Hudfon’s
‘Bay, and of Eaft and Weft India;§ the cloth,
filk, and woollen manufa@urers took the alarm,
and it at laft became fo general, that not onIy’ '
the pr1nc1pa1 towns and trading companies in
Great Britain, bﬁt even our Factories at Ham-
burgh and Portugal fent their Remonftrances
to Parhament 4 National Jealoufy had been |

¥ Commons ]ournals, Vol. XVIT .p: 36 5, and the follow-
ing, Wherem may be feen the various ftatements.

¥ Commons ]ournalb, Vol. XVIL paflim from p. 3 go.

4 The alarm of the Eaft-India Company arofe from that
part of the gth Article whxch ftipulated in favour of good.c

’ and mer cbmm’zzes of Great Brztam to be zmpartm’ into Fraﬂce.

They confidered themfelves as excluded the benefit of this
.claufe, unlefs the favour were extended to the produce of
other countries, to be importedinto France, in Englith fhips.
Their fears, however, were appeaféd by a promife that fuch

an amendment fhould be propofed. S
' 2 awakened,
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aWakened and the minds of the people prepared
to reject any overtures for mutual advantages of
trade with France, by a Bill ‘which was brought
into Parliament at the opening of that Seffion,
for fufpendmg for two months the duty of 25l

'~ per ton on French Wines imported, and which

had produced a very {pirited ! Memor1a1 ﬁom the

Portuguefe Envoy, declaring, in the name of his

royal mafter, that ¢ in cafe the fubje& of the 9th

~ ¢¢article of the Treaty fhould be confirmed by .
.“ Parhament, ‘and. the - Wines of France be
¢ brought down to a level with thofe of Por-
-¢¢ tugal, he would »1mmed1atcly lay a prohibition

< on all Englith goods imported to his coun-

- ¢ try.”* Though of courfe each {eparate petition,

&c. drew its argument of complaint from the-
probable: 1nJury which that clafs of men, by
whom it was prefented, were likely to fuffer ;

et there was little variety in the general fub-
. ftance and tcndency of the obje&lons. It was

urged, that “Parliament, by paffing vthe Bill,

“would not only take the 1egulat10n of - the
balance of trade out of their own hands, but

alfo would grant advantages to France, xylthout

'anfequal return ; that, by her connection with

# A H _/Zmy aml qumce of t/Je late Parlztzmezxt, pubhfhed
n I7I3v p: ’?3- :
' g S pain,

S tor goo,oool per ann,
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Spain, and the {uperior convenience of her por ts,

~fhe could procure fome of the moft valuable

articles on much more eafy terms than Englifh:
traders could, and the price oflabour being two, -
thirds lower than in England, they could work
up their materials cheaper, and confequently
could underfell them in-every-market. Thus,
in the firft inftance, they muft lofe the trade of
Spain, Italy,and Turkey, in which their Woollens
alone had brought in, for many years- paft; ‘an
annual revenue of 326,000l.* That, befides.
this lofs, the trade to Portugal to the amount of
600,000l. per ann. muft fall, for it was clear that
country would never confent to ‘admit it on
terms lefs advantageous to her than the Treaty
of 1703;% which would be grofily violated by
reducing the duties on French wines, to the fame

- * In The Flying, Poft, a newipaper at the beginning of
thls century, a writer, who figns himfelf—¢ A Dealer in
¢ Woollens and Linens,” fays, ¢In King William’s war I

,‘“ fold much Enghth woollen and linen, made in imitation

¢ of French ; but i in the late interval of peace, ﬁndmg the
¢ fale ﬂacken, ‘I imported French, paying the prefent high

¢ duties for -every. picce, and fold'it to-fo good profit, that

“1 totally qultted the Englith.” No. 3402, July 18, 171 3“
'+ King, in his Dedication of The Engli ifb Merchant to
PAUL MeTuvuEeN, afferts, that the exports to Portugal in
confequence of this Treaty, were in his time fl.om 500,0001

rate
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rate with thofe of Portugal.*
confiderations, and -fome others which were

frated, the manufa&orles of woollen and ﬁlks,-

yjft g growing into ftrength, would be par ticularly
checked and diminifhed, by which an immenfe
number of hands would be thrown out of em-
ploymént, and thus the landed intereft receive a
fevere blow by_th;;ﬁ;dden increafe of the poor.}
Befide thefe complaints from the -mercantile
parts of the kingdom, fcarce a day paffed with-

out fome- Pamphlet, either in oppofition to, or
in defence of, the Articles; the principal of
‘thefe were Mercator and the Examiner in fupport

of the Bill, which were anfwered ‘by the other

party in a paper called Tbe sztz//a Merclmnt, or

C ommerce prqﬁ:r‘vm’ + ‘
On the 3oth of May, the Bill was 1ead for

the firft time, and the 4th of June was named
for the fecond reading; it was then referred to .

a Committee of the whole Houfekarfé,nv;end-:
ment and revifion. Many days were employed

in mfpc&mg the accounts glven in, purfuant to

¥ Art 2. Colleo‘?um of Treatzex, Vol Lp. s 53.
"~ % Seethe different Petmons, &c. in the Commom _7om nal:,
Vol XVII ~

+ This laft Paper has hnce been colle&ed and pubhihed
in 3 vols. 8vo, _

order,

That from tliefe |
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A ofdér,' from the Cuftom-Houfe books, and i

exammmg merchants' and manufa&urers, at

laft, on the 18th, the queﬁlon being put, Whe-

ther the Bill, as amended by the Committee,
thould be engroflfed, ¢ A debate arofe ‘(fays
“¢ a political writer of that time) perhaps of the
“¢ greateft importance to this k-ingdom, of any

<¢ that has happened in Parliament fince that of

¢ the' Abdication” *  Among the principal

{peakers againft it was General STANHOPE,,

who, after much ftrong and pointed reafoning,
entered into a fort of comment on the prohi-

~ bitory A& of Charles II. already ment1oned -

He was feqonded by Sir PETER KIN'G,‘ Mr.

Gourp, Mr. Hamppen, and, above all, by .
Sir T. HanMer, whofe condu&  in this bufi-

nefs refle@ts fuch high honour on his integrity;

that it deferves to be particularly remembered.

Before he had heard the fentiments of the peo-
ple, moft interefted in its fate, he gave his vote
in favour of the Bill; but his appxehenﬁons for

the trade, the manufa&ures, and the landed in-.

tereft of his country being now alarmed, by the
numerous and prefling remonftlances agaln{‘c it,

% Hi ﬁory and De:f}mce of the late Parlmme)zf, in thc year ‘
27135 P 243.

4 1bid, p, 43. See alfo GREY’s Deébates, Vol, V. pe 34,
\ , o _ he
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- : was thrownout.by:a. maJonty of ‘194 to 18 5s

« Thaos by nine votes,” fays the Hiftorian of’

| that Palhament,‘ €. dxd the - tmde of Great Bri=-
€6 tain, and all its ‘manufactures, . efcape the
¢¢ moft fatal blow, that ever: was.aimed. at it.” *

e was. not athamed of correing his opinion.
~After a long and: very, elaborate difcuffion -of
the fubject, .and a review of all the grand argu- -
,Ix‘ne,n‘t-s,»_both'}wi‘thin doors and without, which ;
had; been urged ‘on each-fide, he concluded:—
¢¢‘While I have the honour to fit in'this Houfe,
¢ I will never be bhndly led by any miniftry,
",‘v_' nor:-be blaffed by what might' weigh with
¢ others—the fear of lofing - their eleéhons.
¢ The- prmcxples on which I a& are,the in-
¢ tereft of my country, and the _conv1€c1on of
‘¢ my. judgment, and on thefe two confidera~
“At1ons alone I am: aoamﬁ the Bill.” # Mr. 4 3

It may not be unamuﬁng to know- what effet
this eje@tment of a Bill, which had created fuch
a ferment, produced on the commeraal and
mamxfa&unng part of the kingdom. - :Informa~
tion -of this fort cannot ‘be" had with - greater
marks ‘of certainty than from the newfpapexs of
thofe times;- for, till t;ne‘fplrlt»of party was {uf+
fered to creep in and debafe their authority,
-new{papers might be conﬁdered as faithful chro~

o e i o MR
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~ARTHUR 09RE, Who was'faid to have been i - nicles of popular oplmon, and natlonal manners.' ”‘!
chiefly, employed in conducting the Treaty, 4 <« The laft poft from Somerfetfhire,” fays one ]‘
‘was_the leading {peaker for the Bill. After o of them, ¢¢ brmgs advice, that, as foon as the : i,

| very warm- debates,” which laﬁed ;ﬁom three” N

. o a . . €< great cloathm town of Froome. had the news
.g’clock _mAthc afternoon,’nll‘elrev‘en at mght,~ it 8 &

- - ¢ that the Bxll was ‘thrown out of the Hdufe, y

) % Sn T HANMER was, in the followmg yeal, ‘ele&ed ' “ the plpblllfils, and Otherbs ‘Concemc.d 1,1_1 th¢ ‘
Spcakcr of the Houfe ; 5 _and on his 1nt1odu&10n, was com- f Lok WOoch‘manufa&ory, made extraordinary re-

" plimented by Sir RiCHARD STEELE, in a fpeech, which I | T joicingé, with ringing bells, boﬁﬁres, illumi-
inded with thefe words.—¢ Itisa demonftration, that the : 2 ' « nations, and drmkmg loyal healths to tl}ﬁ
¢ Bill of Commerce was a moft pernicious Bill, and no man- ‘. %een s MaJeﬁy and the fucceﬂion Of the

¢ can ‘have fo O‘reat merit to this natxon, at thls tlme as he, : : 2 .

% by whofe weight and authority that permcmus Bill was -k .‘.‘ 1Huﬁmous HOU{@ Of Hanover' o In the
< tluown out. I rife up te do him honour, and, in fome . : , ’ ~ : '
< meafure, to diftinguifh’ myfelf by giving 'my vote for 5 * H; _/Zory a;za’ Defeizce qf tbe late Parlzamefzt, pe 247. :

¢ that, his ineftimable fervice to his country. E GREY s 18 E 4 ngmg Pq/t’, No. 3392, June 25, 1713. '
,De&am, «Vol Vopogo. R F ; next

gt}
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next number 15 a letter from’ Cantelbury, whicly
fays—<< with joy we hear, that on- Thurfday laft;
- “¢ the 18th, of June; 194 Patriots did by thieir
¢¢ refolutioh fave many thoufahds of poorfémi-”‘
- ¢¢ lies, amongft - the woollen, lincn',\ and filk

¢ manufactures, from utter ruin.” * = Such are

the accounts from the weft and eaft, which agree
exa@ly with what was heard on the occafion:

from the central and northern parts of the king-:

~domt. * A letter from Coventry calls the gject-

- ment of the Bill, The glorious Mgatwe and,’

after much mote iii’ the faftie ftrain, this poﬁ~‘
{feript is added. ¢ Great: inquiries are making
¢ how our two members voted on this grand:

¢ queftion ;” + a hint which fuﬂicxently explaing

- Sir T. HANMER s allufion; and; which, ‘at the

enfumg canVafs for the new Parhament was

very generally taken. ~Among other mﬁances

- of this, at the end of an advertifement for the
leleéhon of - members for the county of Suﬂ'ex,,

¥ F{ymg Pq/t‘, No. 3393, June z7. Lo

v§~ No. 3394, Junc 30. . As a fpccxmen of popuIar Wag-

gery at that time, Wwe are told that % a long pole, with
4 tywo forks, bearing a fleece of ool and a bottle, was

‘¢ carried about with thefe inferiptions—No Englifb awool

¢ for French wines—~Hemp. for. all thofe who avait to foak

£ t/fifirﬂceces in claret——No change of faple for [pirits?

S S T L we

No, 3413, July 17, 1713
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we are dire@ed, in large capitals, to remark; -
that- Hen.” Champion, Efq. who oppofes the

two worthy Gentlemen, nominated hercin, voted
Sor. the Bill bf Commerce with France” * The

“anxiety previous to the iffue of this event, and ..
~ the joy on its declaration, were not confined to
this Ifland; our factories, both in" the. Levant
“and in Portugal while thc Bill was: pendmg,
~ had feconded their petitions, by procuring leave -
' for fome of the priricipal members- of their re-

fpetive compames, ‘to be admitted into the

mercantile committees, and afterwards to {peak

in their behalf at the bar of the Houfe, 4 Their

oy on receiving the news of its eJe&ment was-
‘extravagant, and many days were pafled in

fef’uvmy and congratulatlons. 1. :
- Thefe particulars, relative to a pzut of lnf’cory

to Wthh many imperfect alluﬁons have lately

* No. 3421, Sept. 1.

4 See the Examlnatlon of Tomumw, an Itahan Mem

chant. j’oumals, Vol. XVIL

A Letter from Lifbon, which mentions thelr re;mcmgs,‘ ’

fubjoms a curious fa&t. ¢ Their zeal here for the eject=

¢ ment of the Bill is very. extraordmary, for the balance v
,“ of trade with your country is certamly much agalnﬂ:

¢ Portugal, who has entalled beggary on her poﬂ'.cnty by

& thc Mtbueﬂ-Treasz ; atthe makmg of which, in one blow,

Flymg Pqﬂ,

“ 100 looms were ruined in_one Provmce. _
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been made, I have ftated from the beft authoa

rities, and. in’ the plaineft manner- ‘I was ables -

“Such reﬂeéhons as: have. ‘been fuggeﬂed by
‘them, fall’ more prope1 ly mto the other part of
this work ; ‘but even there it is fubmitted to
better Judoments to decide how far tlns event
18 apphcable or ot to the bufinefs now before
the nation.* -1 now proceed w1th the review
‘ nof Enoland’s commerce. .
' 'Thou'gh

o It may’ be remarked, that thefe very articles in’ ‘the
Utrecht Tr eaty, which raifed fuch a ferment in the natlon,
and caufed fo much joy when thrown out of Parhament,
were looked upon, by the Negotiators, in the light of a

. great conceﬁion af France, in confideration of the Englifh

* Minifter havxncr givén up 'to her the rlght of Fifhery at

Newfoundland:  But perhaps hxﬁm 'y cannot fhew ﬁrongex, o

inftances of chleanely and ﬁneﬁ'e, th'm were e‘{hlblted by

France through the whole of this memorable negotiationty

-or, on the other hand, more ftriking proofs of the ill effeéts
of brmgmg party prejudices into’ public bufinefs. T‘his,
, among many others in the fame colle(‘hon, is fhewn by the

' followmg letter from Lord BoLINGBROKE to Mr. PrIox, -

"¢ Let France depa1 t—the thameful e*cpedlent by which' fhe
K thought to bubble us, and allis Well otherwxfe, by G- d,
: “both they and ‘we are undone.. So my Comps. to M. Dk,
) “ TOR cy, and let hnn know, that if they do nof agiee with

“the (Lleen, I may be a’ refugee.” Do pray make' the

"¢ French athamed of then fne‘tkmg chlcane. By heaven !

-« thcy treat like’ pcdlars, of, which is woxfe, hke Attormes

See

£ 69 ]

T hough the reign of George 'I. be not rcni

markable for the. prof perity. either of our forelgn
or domeftic ;rade, yet. fome fuccefsful exertions
were then made, the good eﬁ'eéts of Wthh be-

~came Vlﬁble in the fucceedmg rexgn T, /ae T rm{y'
of dixla C/mpelle in 1668, had eﬂ:abhfhed a good
under&andlng between | England and Spam, SN
which, in its Confequences, proved hlcrhly fervme-' |

. able to our commerce.- Upon this. foundanon
‘was ralfed a very advantageous Treaty, in the

year 1715, ‘Wthh notw1thf’candmg the war. that

broke out three years after, laid open fome chan- -

nels of fo1 elgn trade wluch have never ﬁnce been
entlrely clofed * The great relief of ‘duties on
the exportanon of Brmfh manufaé’cures,‘; the
,1mp10vernents in the 1ron, bra{'s, copper, and'
:ﬁlk works, and the 11beral bountles for the

_encouraoement of our Flfheues, are events‘

AWthh more than compenfate for thofe mad and
k fatal deluﬁons, thch deforrn ghls aera of our

" Beea Reporf of the C’ommz't'tee@of Sgtreqy to .t/Jé Hou_/é_ of C'om-

. #nons, June gthy 171§, ps 38,39, and ini the Appendix.to the -

" Report, No. XXIL XXIII. efpecxally Lord BOLINGBROKE s
' Letter 10 DE TORCY.

3 T1eat1es of Peace, Vol I. p 195-'---»VO1 H' P 173-

Y*SGeo.I.c.w., o R

- commer-_ -

]




L 50 ]

t:ommermal hxﬁory % = Too much caunoﬂ can-

not be ufed in. readmg the pohucal wrltmgs in

‘the rexgn which followed ‘when ¢ not to be
-corrupted was the fthame.”

~ In this reign
the meareft art1ﬁces of’ ftatecraft and faltion

were: oppofed to each other 5 and, in quc{hons
of the hlohe{’c moment, were fuffered to ufurp

the place of honeft - arguments, ‘and “rational

‘deductions. We cannOt have a more convmcmg
, proof' of this, than by comparmo a very popular |

work -at that day, On tbe C’aujes af the Decline

of forezgn T rade, ertten by Slt‘ MATTHEW‘

DECKER, with the refult of an accurate com-
putanon in’ ANDERSON s Hi ﬁory of C'ommerce,

dlfpaﬁionately drawn from the mol’c authentic

fource. By DECKER we are told, that ¢ under
e the preﬁ'ure of pubhc debts and taxes, with
« langm{hmg manufaé‘tones, and land every

€ day ﬁnkmg in its value, it is not poiﬁble for -
“¢¢ this country long to hold the competltxon thh :

« her neighbours.”{ By’ ANDERSON it appears,

. that, juft before the war of 1739, there was every

fymptom of pubhc profperlty-——Lands at. ahlgh

* The ‘annual amount of our exports at the peace of -

Utrécht ‘'was ‘6 ,868,480l." * At the ‘death of Ge_orge I in

1727, it was 7,891,739
. §/Quatto Edit, p. 37, 46, 52 ~
S i price,

T

pnce, and unprovmg-—-Much induftry and em=

,ployment-—-A regular intereft upon money at

three per cent.——PFublic credit high, and" the.
tonnage on the commercial thipping, which, in
the beginning of the century, was reckoned at
273,693 tons, and had mcreafed at the acceffion

. of Geo. 1. to 444,843 tons, but at the clofe of
his reign, had funk w 432,832 tons, Pcood in

the year 1738 at 476,941 tons.*  In the year
1728 and ‘1729, " Great Britain - had formed
‘Treaties which provcd very beneﬁmal to feveral

‘branches ofher commerce, by procuringaventfor
thofe capitals which had fortunately efcaped the
general wreck of projet in the. preceding reign,
‘and which otherwife - might have"ovércharged
| -fome of the old channels of foreign trade. ‘T he
,'war which broke out in 1739, and contmued for
* upwards of nine years, at the fame time that it

2)

» * Hg/z' af Cammerce, Vol, II p. 32 1,322, See alfo, in the_
: _.iham of  Complaint, . Confiderations on: the prefent State of
Affairs, by Lord. LYTTLg'rON, pubhfhed in 1738, -

¥ Colletion of Treatze:, V. II p. 30, and the followlng.-
Duung the three firft years of the reign ‘of Geo. II, the
amount of exports was in ‘round numbers7,789,7391 on
the.annual average; whereas from 1736 to 1739, the period
Cof zm;:endmg ruin, it rofe to 9,993,2321 a dlfferenqe of mare
than two mllhons m favour of this unfm tunqt: sera. )

F 4. A - ga\_re
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proof in the national exertions which it excited,
how: much our. naval and commercial ﬁrength,
‘as well as. 1nterna1 refources,. had been mifrepre-

ﬁlcceeded -trade not only. recovered its. former
level ‘but- rofe to a point of ftill higher eleva-

in preceding times, able wrrters, who.in bold

on the verge of bankruptey,§ -Among the. many
: SRERR alarms,A

A DI X . P

i 8 870,4991 ‘At the breakmg out of the'war.of 175¢,. after
i j’carcely a feven year’s peace, - they had rifen to 12, 599,1 12l.

e«
trade, it appear s, that the year of profound - peace whlch
J“‘xmmedlately ‘ficceeds. a” war, always furnifhes' 2 great
% exportation, becaufe every merchant makes hafte to be

» "3784,7 as epochs "of great relative’ commerce.- “Efimate,

P: 207, .

notrons on fuch matters, and h1s pecuha1 ﬁtuanon naturally
fuggeﬁed fplenetlc ones. See alfo DODDINGTON s Dzm;y,
Match 1749, 50, ‘andin the followmg years. B '

. gavc . a ChGCk to CO’m-mC'I‘C'e, affo_r d e d ‘ ,alnplér

* fented ; and, in the fhort. interva) of peace which

tion.* ’Ihefe are now undxfputed te{hmonles.'
of 1ncreaﬁng opulence 3 yet there were. then, as

and pointed: terms, pronounced the nation to.be -

| . »+¥ During ‘the ‘war of 1% 39, the expmts had funk to.

i b Mr.. Chalmers obferves, that “on 1ook1ng over a .table of ‘

#éirich.” - He inftances the yedrs 1698 1714, 1749, 1764,
&c. p. 214, and: his. Cérono[o«ncal ‘Z‘aéle of Commef 4‘8, oppoﬁte .
e Lord Bolmgbroke s Co;{/' Jeranom or t/ﬁe Siaz‘e of i{ae '

Natzozz. But this ¢ all-accomph(hed ﬂatefman” had been
then 00 lontr Wlthdrawn from pubhc hfe, to form accur ate‘ :

'.‘;‘t'

[731

alarms, wlnch it was the fafhron of the times to

‘excite on ‘commercial ‘topics, may be reckoned

the revival of manufaCtures and tr ade in Spain,
which a few years before had glven rrfe to de-

| {pondency and political inve&ive. . There was,

indeed, . {fome ground for. the orrglnal report.
When the romantic Duxke DE RirPERDA fuc-

ceeded the cautrousAL BERO N1as mmlﬁcr in S pam s

e found, itisfaid, among t! that ﬁatefman s papers,
Joofe memorandums of {chemes for the 1ncreafe of
populatlon, and the _promotion- Qf national in-

| duftry.  Struck w1th the general idea , he employ-

ed hunfelf with the affiftance of fome principal

' mcrchants, in droe{’crng a 1egular plan for that

pur pofe. A Commlttee was formed to confider
on the beft mieans. to recover “the. trade and
manufa&ures of the country Workmen and
artificers were 1nv1ted from’ all parts of Europe.
Many clothrers and ihrp carpenters were allured
over from England s and France loff fome of ,
“her. bef’t artifts from Lyons. At Segovra and'
Gaudalaxara, crreat “woollen rnanufaé’torres were

e{’tabh{hed and the filk- 1ooms of Valenc1a, '

It is worth 1ema1kmg, that m the year 17545 by thc»
fpmt and hberahty of Lord FoL&sToNE, -Lord RoMNEY
and Dr. SterH. HALES, the London Society, far z‘lwe encou-

ot ragement of drtsy Manufactures, - and Commerce zn Great-A '

L

,Brztam, ‘was ﬁrﬁ eﬁabhfhed - :
\ ,Murcra,__

oo
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Murcra, and Catalonla, already threatened to
rival thofe in the nerghbourmg provinces of
France. 1In thort, werewe to judge from a report
“delivered in by a Spanifh Writer at that time, the
- whole trade of Europe bad fair, in the courfe of
 the prefet century, to fall into the hands of his
“countrymen.*  One fa& however is certain, that
“before the manufaé’cory at Segovra had "been
three years eftablifhed, the Duke clothed the
' Spamfh troops from its looms.

~ rence of the Soverelgn was neceflary; for ‘all
commerc1al concerns are, 1in Spain, under the
dlre&ron of the court ; ‘and the prmcrpal part of
. the royal revenue anfes from opprefﬁve dutres,
and exorbltant demands, both on the raw ma-
‘terials and the ma,nufa&ures of the country Tl

thefe Were removed nothmg effeCtual could .

‘be done. . This therefore proved an mfur-
mountable obftacle; for, as mlght be expeéted

fthe Court abfolutely refufed to pzut Wlth any -

* Don jEnoN’nio' nﬁ‘ Uzr)\'niz, cited’ by PosTLEa
':M’I'I;IWAYTE in his Commerc;al Ime;q/z‘ of Grgat .Brzm;n, wha
always difinguifhes .him by the | namc Of the Patrlot-
v-SPamard V. IL p. 464+ -

¥ Memoirs of -the DUKE DE erwxnn, p. xoo, and thc
i'ollowmg pages. i il

nof

But, in order
to brrng thefe fchemes to maturity, the concur-

[75]

of its anment elaxms ; on the- contrary, :

began, in the ‘true fpirit. of Spamfh pohcy, to
exact heavy fubfidies - ﬁom the newly -eleCted

~1nanufa6toues. The moft fano“ume promoters

of the co*nrnerc1al reform were d1fcourao ed and

in then* dlfguﬁ havmg unguarded]y 1ndulged
thernfelves in a 11be1ty of {pecch little fuited to
an’ arbltrary government, they drew down the
dlfpleafure of the court, both on themfelves
and their p101eéts. Thrs, among other caufes "

'of difcontent, ended in RIPPERDA s dlfgrace

and banifhment, and totally extmgmfhed all-

‘hopes, that Spam would agam become a weal-

thy and mduﬁrlous country. ¥
. The war. ‘which broke out in the year ‘
17 555 neceffarrly threw ob{hué“ttons in the

- way: of our forelgn commerce, and for a time

damped the ardour of enterprize; yet, even,
during this War, after the firft difficulties were

) furmounfed trade feems to have recovered 1ts
“former tone ;. for in the year 1760 the value of

.exported carO"oes was - confiderably h]gher than

it had beenin the laft year of the peace. The
- Treaty Whlch termmated the wa‘r in - 176

M’emozrr, &c. p. 1185, HIS manner of hfe, and h1s re-

~ fle&ions on the reverfes of his fortune, in his bam{hment at

Begovia, are worth confulting,

tllough
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though perhaps it d1d not hold f01 th. fuch advan'
tages as from our ﬁtuatton we mxght reafonably
_have expeéted yet ga ve fuﬂiuent freedom and_
’{cope to commer 01a1 enterptme, CIIALMERS
here gives a. very pleaf ng plé‘ture of our opu-
lence, and of the magnmcent hberahty of our "
merchants, who, as he very jufily’ obfelves,
< hterally faved Europe from bankruptcy by
“ the fupenouty of - their wealth, and by
“ the dlﬁnteref’tednefs of their fpmt. 4 For
: when all mer canttle credit and conﬁdence feem-

ed loft by the great fa1lures at I—Iambm gh ‘Ber-
lm, and Holland the Bntlfh, merchants ‘not
only' gave as extenﬁve credlt as ever to the 1 un-
fortunate Houfes, but eyen fufpended the pay-
ment of their own acceptances, in order to're- -

 mit nnmenfe fums o relieve the diftrefs of thofe:

, comme1c1al c1t1es, and the” Bank of England,
When every bill’ of exchange was doubtful
;{hll contlnued to d1feount them. 1 When .

. * In the Iaﬁ yeat of the Peace, as we have already feen,
our cxports were at 12, 599,1 127 In 1760 they amount-
ed'to I4,693,27ol by one accourit, and by another to :
14,694,9701 In’ 1763, at the Peace of Pdrla they rofe ‘ta- ‘ 1
14,9257950,' ;‘.;;'; O RN SR CRI P I S e :
¥ E_/iz;;mte, &c. pe 117. : ’ -
i C HALMERS quotes a letter from the Binkeis of Héim-
' ”-burgh to' the Bankers ‘of Amﬂ;exdam, in‘the'Gentleman’s
Magazine for the year 1763, P 4224 Eﬂzmaic, :&cs puoLTY
_ S ‘this

- and extenfive marketsa

L 7

; this voluntary preﬂ'ure, {o. honourable for a
~hation to have fuf’tamed, was removed our

forelgn and domeftic cornmerce expanded be-
yond the example ‘of any: former age or coun-
try. From the' Peace of Paris to the: coms=
mencement of the late War, nothmg was wanted
to. ammate and affift the genius of an altive peo-
ple.‘ Trade, manufaé’tures, aorlculture, and‘
every fubordinate department of induftry, were
promoted by the wrfe and patriotic regulations
of the Legrﬂature. Roads and canals were
forced , over places before deemed 1mpaﬁ'able.
Waftes were enclofed, marthes drained, citics

~adorned, and - various other means adopted to

facilitate and extend domeftic traffic. ~On the

other hand', by a prudent«diﬁribution of im-

pofts and bounties, many branches of manu-

falures. were relieved, - and carried to a point
of tafte and reﬁnement which, notwithftanding

their fuperlor price,. has fecured to them fure
In fhort, were 4 period
‘demanded in which the balance of England’s

“trade was rhoft umformly in its favdur, this un=

doubtedly muft be named from 1764 to0 1774 ;

_'for in-thefe ten years, the two trades of Spain
- 'md Portugal only, netted, to her a balance of

8,370,131l Even durmo the late War, com=

~IEeree
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merce did not fuffer fo alarmmg a depreflion as
might have been expetted from fuch an invete+
~ rate comb_mauon,agamﬁ'us. It appears (fays
Cuarmers) that, through the whole cowfe

of hoftilities, our traffic never loft its elaftic prin«

ciple. Ithad an evident tendency to rife in
" 1779, till the Spanith war impofed an additional -

burthen ; there was a fimilar tendency in 1780,

‘when the Dutch war added in 1781 no inconfi-
‘derable weight ; -this year, therefore, marks the

loweft degree of its deprefiion ; ‘but in the fol-

lowing its vigour fprang up, and revived, and

at the clofe of the war exhibited happy {ymp-

‘toms’ of that energy whlch is now every day

more vifibly: and extenfively exerted. * The
foregoing review of our commercial ftate at

different periods has no great claim to origina-

lity. Its chief merit in many parts is, that of

- % Effimate, &c. p. 143. 'In the four years which imedi
dtely precede the Colonial war, our exports were at” the
- average of ‘15,600,0001. and the net balance in favour of
Britifh commerce was 3,884,8441. In 1781, our exports -

had funk " to 10,869,187l In 1784 they were at

14,171,375l It is a fact worth remarking, that in the war

before laft our commerce was fo far from being embarraffed,.
;:that merchants found it more for their intereft to employ
their capitals in.foreign trade than in the Government
loans, to which the Dutcly were the principal fubfcrxbels,
‘butin the late war the cafe was very dxﬁcxent.

‘ ‘ to the revenuc. 1
being ‘

L 79" 1

bemg a fketch after an adm1red wOrk of an ab1e4
mafter. * o :

“To corre& the pernicious mﬂuence of prin=:
ciples which Difcontent fuggefts, and Fattion:
differninates, and to awaken a great, but too
eafily deluded people to a true fenfe of their
political - confequénce (efpecially in a nation
which has ever been remarked for' ‘an uniac-
countable propenfity to look upon the gloomy’
fide of events); is furely a laudable and patriotic
undertaking.  Such is the obje& propofed by
the author, to whom I have {o often referred
in this latter part of my obfervations. Befide
the fatisfation which the {cholar and politician
muft receive from works thus uniting. authenti-
city of facts with elegance of languaoe,‘ ¢ The
€ Eﬁnmate of the comparauve Strength of Great

* An Eﬁzmate of the campa'mtzrve Stremrtfz qf Great Bri zam, ‘
durzﬂor the pnﬁnt and four preceding Reignie Edit. 1786. By -
GeorGE CraLMERS, From the chxonolocncal Table of
Commerce inferted in this work, I have, for the mioft part,

~ copied the grofs amount of our exporits at different periods.

Asitis }.'"ouched by him to be a faithful tranfeript from the

- Ledger of the INspECTOR GI:NERA‘L', to which I had no

opportunities of referring, I apprehend it needs no corro-
borative proof- of its ﬁdehty Eftimate, ps 218. N.B. ¥
have omitted the exports of Scotland throughout. . They-
appear, upon an avérage of year s, to add about one mxlhon

Britain,.
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« PBritain, &c.” has this to recommiend it at the:
‘prefent hour, that the delineation it contains.
of our commercial hiftory is-as exhxlaratmo as
it is faithful.. Fo the name of CHALMERS we,

ought with - gratxtude ‘to add" thofe of : Lord, -
"SHEFFIELD and ArRTHUR YOUNG, _whofe talents
are. fuccefsfully exerted in fimilar .works. of .

genuine:- patrlotlfm. #* After giving an acs.

. curate’ ftatement. of  our commercial ﬁtuatlon,,

" Youxe: breaks  out in the following man-
ner . An empire has been rent: afunder,‘
< 3 whole continent, fo peopled as to clafs at.

e plefent among(t the potentates of the world y

. ¢ has’ bcen detached from Great Bmtam 37 and.
¢ that eyent, which was pulcha.fed by the
~¢_FErench, Spamards, and Dutch, at an expence

¢¢ of probably more than a hundred and forty, . -

¢¢ million ﬁerhng, as ‘the fureft means of pul-
. ling down tlus counny, ‘has been fo far from

2 havmg any . fuch effe&t, that we are proved,’-
< ~on_ the moft. authennc 1ecords, to be more
“ ﬂouuﬂung, aud confequently more formi-

- ¢¢ dable, than-at-any- former- pemod fince the.
.¢¢ foundation of the monarchy.”+ To what
we muﬁ afcrlbe thls v1tal fhength, 'Whlch n61~

* See'Lord SHEFFIELD s 05_/2’1 vationson the Commerce of
- the Amerzcan States, 6th Edit. 1784, with an Appcndxx. :

1’ Ama];quamulture, N°° 29, P- 4’ 3 _thel‘:

[ 81"
ther. ‘war.or fmé’cxon, or . the {pirit of luxury, has..
been able to.fubdue, will be obV1ous ona httlc

reﬂeéhon. '.l hat the fupport Wwas never tmnjat-k__ '
 lantic, as fome have idly nnagmed our. prefent ..

commercial ﬁtuatlon fufﬁmently demonftrates.
May we not rather, with an. acute Politician of the.:

_ prefent. day, attribute. this phaenomcnon of an-

almoft: uniform- fuperlorlty of ‘our' commerce to -

fomething like. the following pr1n<:1p1esP ‘The

fuppreﬁion of various monopolies and companies
of trade:at: horne, and the. undermining of their

excluﬁve pnvﬂegcs, or, what is the fame thmg,

the cludmg of. them bad effects by means of legal N
~ decifions in-our: courts of law: The nurfing up
- of new trades, and’ new ‘branches of ‘commerce,’

by means of bounties.and national " premiums :
The giving of drawbacks on the exportation of

fuch goods as were to have paid a duty if con-

fumed at home: The repeal of taxes on raw

materials, and on exported manufactures of our -
country : ‘The improvement of engines, and new |

difcoveries for the abridgment of labour : 'The

rapid communication by means of roads, canals

and pofts: The hya'ppy difcoveries in agriculture,
and the mechanic arts, the fruits of that patriotic -

_hberahty which has been of late {o emmently

IR * TUCKER's Fa_ur Trads, p. 213, _

R

e

e

e
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exerted among us in public inftitutions, ‘and

{ocieties for the encouragement of mdu{’cry and

ufeful ‘fkill ; and the natural refult- of; all “this

natlonal {pirit, the employment of largcr capi- -
§ tals in hufbandry and manufa&ures, and in the -
" importation and. exportatlon of ‘goods ; all thefe
circumftances co-operating, would render any i
‘ “gountry- ‘rich” and ﬂounﬁnng, whether 1t had;“
" colonies or not, = e
" No. wonder then that the Sx_eptrc of com; .
merce’ continues: firm in: the ‘hands of a nation
where . Pelfonal R1ghts are facred, and where
every fpecxes of Property finds: pmte&xon and
~ fecurity in the freedom of Civil- Gavernmcnt,é:;_ o

and thc «:qual admmxfcratxon of La,w.

S fegert

'. . 0nonouvouuuuanuunnulMnlol!"lt'uu"lnonpuununlu”'
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A DVE RTISEMENT.

g HOUGH the kind communication_‘of
. {ome intelligent manufacturers has put

me in pofleffion of materials fufficiently valu- ‘

able and authentic, I have not, according to
my original defign, -entered into fuch deta1ls
as’ this information would- ‘enable me to do 3

bcmg unwﬂhng to fwell a pamphlet into a vo-'
Jume, with matters known to be officially in.

other hands, much better qualified to lay them

before the public. The following lRemarks o
 however may not be lefs ufeful, or amufing,
- though' they convey little- 1nformatmn that is

ncw to a Statefman or a Pol1t1c1an.

1.7 "HE two High »Contrzlxé‘cing.Pé;rtive}s IflétXVe -
. thought proper to fettle the duties on

._ certain goods and merchandizes, in order to fix

mvanably the footmg on which the trade there- o

in fhall be eftablifhed. between the 1 two Natlons.,
-~ In confequence of Wthh thcy have agl ecd upon :
~ the followmg TARIFF, v1z :

“The’ Wines' of France, nnported dlre&ly”,
from France into Great Brltam, ﬂmll, in no
cafe, pay any. hlgher duties than thofe Wthh_

the wines of Portugal now pay.

Gs R ,The
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The Wines of France, imported directly
from France into Ireland, fhall pay no higher
dutles than thofe which they now pay.

‘2. The Vinegars of France, inftead of fixty-

feygn;poundsﬁ five fhillings-and - three-pence, -
‘and twelve twentieths of a pound fterling per

ton, which they now pay, fhall not, for the

‘futule, pay, in Great Biitain any higher du-

ties. than thirty-two pounds, eighteen Ihllhngs,

and ten-pence, . and ﬁxteen twenueths of a

penny fterling, per ton: % :
3. The Blandles of Francc, 1nf’cead of nine

‘{hllhngs and: ﬁ\pence and -twelve twenueths of B

a penny fterling, ‘thall for the future pay, 1

Great Britain, only.feven ﬁnlhngs ﬁerlmg pei
, gallon, making four quaxts, Englifh meafure. '

4 Oxl of Ohves,. cormng dlre&ly from

¥ Thc pr efent dunes on: V%m'mzs are for eVery ton ime
poxted 13l if by ftrangers, 141 Ios.by 18 Geg. IL ¢, ix,
Bj 3 Geo. IH ¢. xil, an. addltxonal duty of 161, ale laxd on
all Prench Vi megn s, t6 which 81 8s.a ton more are laxd by
8 (Geo 111 ¢ &xvit. ‘and another 8. i in,addition to thlS by

20 Geos I caxxxs . .On home Vmegar, there 1s for every
_hmel containing 34 gallons, a-duty of 85 gd by 10 and

11.-W, IL ¢, xxi, and by 19. Geo. 1T, co. x;w an. addltl-

.....

-nnal duty of 3“ﬁve per ccnts, wluch is further reguﬂ

lated by 21 Geo. Il c. xvn. and 22 Geo IH c.-lxvx ——

‘Every iaker of Vmegar for fale i 1s 1equued by 24. Geo. III

Francci

TN
France, fhall for the future, - pay no. hlgher diis

ties. than are: now pald for the. famc from the
moft favoured nations. # '

2T Beer fhall pay rec1procal]y a duty of thxrty -

per cent. ad valorem.rf. =
‘ 6 The

% The'Oikvf Olives is that which is moft genel_'ally ufed_ in
Medicine, Food, and Manyfacture. It appeafs to have been
brought to great perfeCtion by the ancients.

de Re Ruﬁzczz, edlt. 1734+ The Olive dehghts in a dry foil;
and thnvcs in the moft barren fpots, as on the mountmm
of Plfa, and the coaft of Genoa, where the eye can dlfcover
nothing but vaft rocks of flone ; but it grows beft on gens

tle hills, defended from North winds and expofed to thé
fea air ; -though the people of Lucca and Tufcany, by their -
extreme mduﬁry, make it fucceed even in' low grounds. :

Dr. SymonDs, oz the Sazqu raly, in YOUNG ' Annal;qf '

Agriculturey; V. 1L p. 211, Much of the oil ufed in our

~ woollen: manufa&oue’s is from Galhpoh 1mported hither

1mmcdlatcly from Naples.v We' take gr edt quanntlcs alfd
from the South of France and from Candia. All Olive Oils

: 1mported in ‘foreign fhips, though by Britifh fubjeé‘ts, aré

liable to Alzem duty, 12 Car. II C xvm. § 9;

BALDWIN
on the Br‘ztg/b ng/iom:, p 45t o :

-f- VVhen goods are to pay ad wrlv; em, that valuc muﬂ: be

"afcertamed by the tavo 3ooks of .Rates fct forth by PalhaA
mentary Authonty, Iz Cax II. c 1v. agd 1T Geo. I c vn. :

G4 ’ o '_'0:

Mot of their

‘ gEOIglcal writers have dwelt upOn the method of cultivas
~ting this friit, and of preparing it for ceconomical ufes, -
- See COLUMELLA, p. 73, and ‘'Varro, p.- iog, in Scriptores
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6. The dutles on Hardware, Curlery, Caémft ‘
Ware, and: Turnery, and alfo all works both

heavy and light, of Iron, Steel, Copper, and
Brafs, fhall be clafled;
| fhall not exceed ten' per cent. ad Wlorem. RO

7 All‘

and the: higheft duty

orif not rated by the oath of -the 1mporte1, or. by the :

price. atapubhc fale, © . v Cea A :
It is, known that the French make Beer, not. only W1th
barley, but with wheat, oats, and rye; a fort made with oats
. and birch water is firongly 1 recommended in Nephritic cafes.
_szhy 7 r:mj’ No XCVII .p:6135. Thechieftrade of Flance
in this: artxcle 1s domelhc, amely with P'ms, Plcardy, and
F rench Flanders
of 1664, anclare upon exportatlon, at the rate of 26 fols
‘ the ton, and upon nnportatxon 12 fols the balrel, W1th an
addltlonal rate for En(rland L T
» + By 1: Geo III. ¢ vil, ftrong bcer or ale may be expmtcd
B thh an allowance of 8s.. the -barrel to the, blewer by
- way, ot drawback
nons in, our 121WS.‘ 9 Ann. ¢ xil. among - other thmgs
annexes. a, ,penalty of 501 to the 1emoval of hops before
: they h'tve been. bagged and w ewhed and a llke penalty on
* not entering:- the places of curing and keepmg them, with
N "ol for concealmv hops, as, alfo on; any b1ewe1 Who ﬂlall
' fubi,htute  any,.other b1tte1 mgtedlent“ By 10 Geo I[l
c. xliv. a penalty of 1001 s, mfhcted f01 uﬁng falfe
fcales and | welghts By 14 Geo. IlI c. 68 the thcet
1K 'l"forfem ~l 1f he nevle& to welgh the bdgs or pockets,
and to mark on them the tlme, _ elght or tale, the plantex s

name and place of abodc, and the “date” of ‘the year in
IETR DS ;

. whleq

Then‘ duties are 1egulated by the Tauff ,

Hops are- under a varisty of 1eﬂ:r1c- ’

‘with Silk,’ excepted

[ 89 ]

"..q. Allforts of Cottons, * manofa&ured in the

dominions: of the two Sovereigns in Europe,
and alfo-Woollens, whether. knit*or“wo've,‘in-;
cluding Hofiery, fhall pay, 'in both countues,
an import -duty of twelve per cent ad-valorem ;
all manufa&ures of Cotton " or. Wool mxxed
‘which Ihall remain’ pio~
hlblted on both fides. e DA

-8, Cambrics: and Lawns “k lhall pay “in

~ both countries, an import duty k,of ‘ﬁyve fhlllmg; o

it into fuﬁlans, vermxlhons, dtmmmes, &,

4, : :oyt;.- |

wluch fuch hops Werc glown. The alteund fox gmg, or

‘obllteratmg of fuch ma1k incurs a penalty of - 1ol - By a-

late aét ﬁve per cent. is added to thc other dutles on hops .

. We have ,an::account of the mdufhy of 'the town of
Mancheﬁer as early as the year 1641. ¢ The town. of
Manche{lel buys linen yarn of the Irifh in great quantities,
and weaving it, returns.the fame ~again in linen; .neither
doth her mduﬁry reﬂ: here,. for: fhe buys cotton-wool in
Londop, that comes- from Cyprus and Smyrna, and works
LEWIS
ROBERTS, Treafure. of Traffic. .There is a. great cotton,
manufa&my :at -Rouen .in . Normandy

men, employed there, two. of whom had Worked for 13
years at Mancheﬁer Cotton Works have, W1th1n thefe
few years, been eﬂ:abh[hed w1th fucccfs, both in Ireland
and Scotland ,

1~ By 3z Geo. IL no C’amérzc; or Frerzc/a Lawm {hall

il .\\,, ‘ . bc ’

It was - with,
concern, that in the year 1784, I heard of feveral Enghﬂ1~ o
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oy fix livres Tournois,. per demi piece of feven
yards and three quarters, Englith meafure ; and

linens made of flax or:hemp, manufactured in -
the dominions of the two Sovereigns in Europe, -
fhall pay no hlgher duues, either:in: Great Bri--

tain’ or France, than lmens manufa&ured in
Holland or F landers, ‘impor ted into Great Br1~
tain, now pay. RS ST :

- And. Linens made of ﬂax or hemp manufac-'

be 1mported, unlefs they be packed in bales, cafcs, or
boxes, covered with fackcloth or canvafs, containing
~each 100 whole pieces. ‘Thefe thall be imported only for ex-
portation, to be lodged inthe King’s warehoufes, and riot to
be dehvered out but under’ the like fccurlty and- reﬁuéhons

as prohlbxted Eaft-India goods and o ciftorhs of “duitios
- whatever fhall be paid or‘ fecured: thereony ‘other than half o

the old fubﬁdy, which is to’ remain by law’ after the good!
are exported Other rcﬁnéhons on thc 1mportat10n, the

to be found in’ 18 Gco 1. c. xxxv1 ---21 Geo II c. xxvu. ,

<-4 Geo. 11 <. XXXV, -—-and 7 Geo I Xllll. “We'are
at prefent fupphcd from the manufaélorles of Treland and
Scotland. It may be queihoned whethe1 thofc ‘Counitries ‘will
loncr find it then' intereft to pgomote fich fabtlcs as Combyi zc,
Lawﬂ, of Gauze, ‘to the check of their lmen works, for it
feems like preferring a precarlous article of manufa&ure to

_one Wluch is fecure It is'faid,” that therc arc m Glafgow~
alone ‘mote ' than"1000 ‘Mu/liz looms: ' St:" CLuentm and |
- Cambray are as prmctpal manufa&orxcs for all thefe amcles o

as any in France, /- 0 v e

S R Lo .tured

. 'twelvc per cent. ad valorem.
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tured in Ireland or France, fhall recxpxocally

pay no h;crher duties than hnens manufa&ured
in’ Holland, 1mported into Ireland, now pay.
9. Sadlery fhall . remprocally pay an 1mpo{’c

: duty of fifteen: ‘per cent. ad valorem.

‘1o. Gauzes of all forts fhall recxprocally pay
‘ten per cent. ad 'valorem.
s Mlllxnery made up of Muﬂm, Lawn,
Cambric, ‘or Gauze ‘of "every ‘kind, or of’ any
other article: admitted under the prefent Tar@f;

_Ihall pay rec1procally a duty of twelve: per ‘cent.

ad valorem; and if any articles’ fhall be’ ufed‘
therein, whlch are not fpemﬁed in the Tarlﬁ'
they thall pay no'. hwher duities’ than thofe pald

- for. the famc arncles by the mo{’c favoured Na~>
: ‘tlons. '

124 Porcelam,. Eartben ware and ‘Péttérj;
{hall pay. 1ec1procally twelve per cent. ad valo~ ';
rem.
1 3 Plate-glgﬁf, and Glafs~ware in g"erl'éral :
ﬂiall be admxtted on_each ﬁde, payxng a duty, of

CUSTOMS. '

i 'VIof’c of the dunes on Glafs granted by 19 Geo. II. cs
xii, were repealed by an a& pafled in. 1477,- and, the -
following duties impofed ; for all plate enamgl, ,ﬁamed;a!).-d.-

- pafte glafs, - and"oh’ all window glafs, and every-.oth‘er kind

of whlte glafe, the fum of ene fhilling. and four penecethe -
STSTRSY _ pound :
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C U S T O M S o
A fuccmét and general account of the CUS*
TOMS neceﬁ'anly clan:ns a place na work of this
‘nature. '
RN hough the ﬁrPc formal E{’cabh{hment of
ACD STOMS and dUthS on the 1mports and ex-

. ports -of thls kmgdom occur in the- reign of
EDWARD I yet by that ve1 y e a& we are 1nformed,

of then‘ prior exlﬁence. LAt the openmg of the -

'_fouxteenth centm Y thrs ng, upon conﬁderanon

by hnn to f01e10n merchants, reﬁchng in and

pound Welght ~and for all. green glafs in bottles, four
ﬂullmgs for every dozen of .quar ts and for matenals ufed
in ‘the manufacture of plate and phial glafs, elghtcen ﬂnlhngs

~and eight pence the cwt. for making of broad window glafs, :

feven'’ ﬂnllmgs cwt.. “for ‘making’ of crown glafs, fourteen

fhillings’ ewt. and. for: _co;nrnon bot_tles,_ &C‘.“_t_‘hlee‘ ﬂnlhngs .

and fix-pence cwt. -
+ Few rn'mufa&ures requne a larcrer cap1tal or greater
proﬁts to fupport it, than this’; ; for a ﬁngle furnefs cofts.

' £3 5005 and is five: or’ fix- years'in- bmldlng ; befide’ fuch '

accidents as in many othier branches are immaterial, are in
this, of ; the higheft confequence, for merely the buli’cmg of
a pot of glafs in the fire, will often incur a lofs of £250.

R France ‘has nin¢ principalGlafs Works, five of which are

" in/thé foreft,of Liyons, the other four in the diftrict of Evy,.
- at”-Beaumont;. near Rouen, - and in- Rue St. Antoine;" at
Parie.” Our prmcxpal Plate Glafs mam\fa&ure is. near
- Préfeoriin Lancaﬂnre. NI Nl

i P e ‘. SRR n-admg
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tradmg with this 1ﬂand by the advice and confent.
of bis Parlmment, pubh{hed a declaratlon of thefe. -
prmleges, annexing as the price of hlS protec-.
tion . certain Cu/iom: and Duties to-be .paid by‘ ,
them on merchandlzes erther 1mported or ex-
ported.* o TR R

GILBERT. conceives thefe pr1v1leges ‘to havev', N
conﬁﬁed ch1eﬁy in. havmg the full ufe of the-

King’s warehoufes, ‘weights, ‘meafures, - &e.l
This royal declarat10n is called CHaRTA MER-:
* CATORIA,§ and may be conﬁdered as containing.
 the fimple elements of that very intricate fyftem.

of -impofts, which has been gradually accumu-
lating. ever - fince, to the great. hlndrance and;
confuﬁon of commerce. S ;

fpec1es Whlch a1ofe between that .®ra and the-
great Statute ‘of 12. Carol. IL."c.:iv. which:"
ef’cabhfhed the fubﬁdy of tonnage and poundage,:
or:as_ it-is miore: technlcally called; the Old:
'Subﬁdy, which is the foundation of our prefent
Cuﬂams sneitherisit the prefent purpofe to dwell :

1£‘J.i ; .‘\ i’) .' \"""r N ot
“* RYMER"S Fwdem, Tom, TII. fol 269. See the‘ anfwer
given by Edward 1L to Phlllp ‘the Fair, upon his requeﬁxng" )

to have Frcnch Merchants releafed frorn a cextam duty. :

fotory of the Exchequer, P 214,
§ Fwdem, Tom. IV fol. 36:. e i S

on
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on the difpute whether or not the Cuf’coms be pa,lt .

- of the- revenue of the Crown by Common Law s
4 point which, above' all’ others, contubuted to
~ thefe violent ftruggles bétween prerogative and’
privilege at the beginning of the laft century.¥ -
I fhall- only obferve that it appears- from
Magm Charta thit certain cuf’coms ; asom “Wool,
Woolfells, and Leather, were. pa1d ‘to the
Crown,: prevmuﬂy to any a& of parhament.~

'Still the right - has: conftantly been difputed;
and the: rolls of paliament fwarm: with inftarices

of prote{’cauons againft it Bracksrons thinks
that S1r:Epwaxp Coxr has plamly fhewn: that
the King’s firft’ claim to: Cuftoms' was by Grant’

of Parliament, 3 Edward L+ which plobably:
alludes to that very event alréady: yrnentloned, as -

the: firft formal eftablifhiment of our Cuftoms s
and. Hare fays, even’ of: Pf'fa’ge (a d‘uty'

peculiarly belonamg to the Crown): ¢“ Thatisa . |

¢ cuﬁom {ettled in the Crown by Commm Law,

¥ Seea iketch of thefe ﬂ:ruggles preﬁxed to the celcbrat* ,

ed Cafe of [mpzf itions in State Trials, Vol. X1, It may here

 be: remarked, that- the: a& which' granted the duties of

tonnage- and poundaae after the Reftoration, has thefe cau-
tious.words': - ¢ No rates can be impofed -on merchandlzes
s 1mported or exported by fubje&s or aliens, but, by Co;g/ént
- % of Parliament” 1% Carbl jits c. w. fec. 6,

+ Commentanes, B L c. v:u. e

(G

'=\;'
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¢ yet not fo mfepmrable from the Crown , hor fo

o« perfonal to the King, but i it may be d1fcha1gcd

¢ or transferred: ™ :
" The following are the' prmmpal branches of

out prefent Cuftoms.

1. The Orp Susesipy, thch conf’f’cs of a .

tonnage dut‘.y on Wines imported, and a pound-
age “duty on other goods 1mported S

‘2z, PErry CustomMs or. ALLENS Durx,
payable by Mexchant Strangers on all goods

1mported wlnch are hable to . the fubﬁdy ofj .

poundage. . : _
‘3. AppiTioNar Dury on &onnagc and
poundage added to the former.
4. ONE PER CENT. INWARDS, payable upon

- all imports to. Great Britain, from any place Qf the

Medztermnean Sea, beyond the port of Malaga,
in any veflel that hath not two, decks, fixteen

’guns, and thg proporvtlon of two men tQ yeach
g AR T

5. COMPOSITION ON PETTY SEIZURES. :
“The moiety paid to the Crown by the Com-

mlﬁioners of thc Cuﬂ:oms for felzures undcr thc

-i- Sce a Txeaufc lately pubh{hed in HARGRAVES Law'

Traéts, from a MS, of Lord Chjef Juftice HaLE, in three

parts, the Iaft of whxch treats W1th great legal emdmon on,

,“ The Cuﬁoms of Goods unpqr;cd and export ted,””

valuc :
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value of forty: {hﬂhngs, for - which they are.

allowed to compound.

Thefe five only, in the i’tm& fenfe of thei.-
revenue laws, are propelly called THE CUSTOMS. »

| ~There are however various others by the names
of Impofts on Wines, Vinegar, Tobacco, Com-‘\
age, _Dutres, Excife,. &c. whence the Crown .,
revenue arlfes though mof’c of the dli’clnétlons:; :

are now dropped except by the oﬁicers imme-

two Very plam fyf’tems

3 duty is lev1ed on_ each articte.
pherty of this plan been {’crlétly foﬂowed in all i
fubfequent nnpoﬁ,,, tha.t confuﬁon and mequa- ,

oy L o - - 'dl‘ity

dlately concerned,

We may obferve that

orrgrmlly thefe duties were Ievred both on 1rn-'
- portation and exportatlon, but for many years,
with few. exceptrons, the new Cuﬁoms ha.ve

been 1a1fed on 1mportat10ns only.

T Ke, f’tatute of 12 “Carol. 1I. c. iv. eﬁabhihesf
By the one a {pecific
fum s charged on a certaln “quantity, a tonj
~of wine, for’ example by the other,” rates or
1rna,gmary values are annexed to all other goods

of common 1mportat10n, and a proportronal
Had the ﬁm-

"* CU\ININGHAMS H_/}o;y of .‘Taxes, P 88 and the:_

followmg. BLAChSTONE s Comment. B. I. < vm. ',‘:' ’

P DAY L

their ptoduce berng all
blended tooether under the one denornlnatron '»
4of THE CUSTOMS.
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lity which prevails in our Cuftoms would have

- been avo1ded “but this is {o far from being the

‘cafe, that even in lefs than twelve yeaxs from the
publication of this act, the legiflature began to
deviate from its principles, and, regardlefs of the
original rates therein annexed, charged’ {everal
articles according to their meafure and welght.

Since that time almoft every ftatite which has
added a frefh duty, has unavoidably increafed
the perplexity. ¢ It were to be withed (fays. the
¢¢ laft compiler of our cuﬁoms) that the whole
¢¢ of our impofts had been framed upon a more

¢ uniform plan, and that both the convenience

¢¢ and beauty of {yftem had been prefexved But
¢ the defe&t cannot now be ‘eafily removed.” ¥

~ The great extent of the Books of Rates,§ and

the want of perfprcmty in the -arrangement, calls
' , ' aloud

"% 22 Carol. IL. c. iv, 23 Carol. IL. ¢. vii.
BALDWIN in the. pleface to his Squy of Britifb
ng/z’oms, &e. P: 4+
§ The -Cuftoms are chiefly contained in two books of -
Rates, fet forth by Parhamentax ¥ authority ; one by 12

‘Carol. II c. iv. the other by 11 .Geo. L. c. vii. It was to thc

liberality, no lefs than to the perfeveranee of the Houfe of
Peers, that the public Were at laft* indebted in 1696, for
the eﬁabhfhment of the Izg/peé?or General of the i 1mports and
€XpOTES, and for the C'zg/t’am—l;ouﬁ Ledger, which contains
the particulars and value of both, and which forms thercé

H . v fore.
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-aloud" for an attempt at reformation. . The
.perfon who fhall engage in fuch a tafk, I would
~with to remind of what the great Financier of
- France has. obferved on the fame perplexed
ftate in which he found the fifcal legiflation of
‘his country. ¢ "This Pcrange arrangement of our
«¢.cuftoms,” fays he, ¢‘has abfolutely fupported
<< itfelf by its own defets ; the multiplicity of
«<¢ particular cafes, the accumulation of rules, the
¢ confufion. of -principles ; “in fhort, all that
<< antique contexture woven into fo many knots,
¢ has conﬁantly prefented the idea of an im-
L menfe _enterprife, whenever attempts have
,“ been made to proceed to a reform, by ftudying

“¢ details : But when I took a contrary method,

¢ by making myfelf mafter of the whole collec-

«<tively by refleftion, and ‘by. takmg pains t@ |

<¢ difcern the principle divifions, and the ele-
€< ments, as well as the r¢fults of each, the whole

- ¢ affair becime ﬁmphﬁed " As greata foulce
" of confufion and inequality as any, is, the great '

fore the moﬂ: ufeful record Wlth regard to trade, that any

country poﬁl,ﬁ'es. CHALMERSS E_/z?zmate of tbe C'am--

parative. St e;zgt/} &c prefe poo7e
* Necxer’ sAzlmmg/Zratwn of the anance:,V II. p 167,
of MORTIMER 8 Tranﬂanon. . Thls mxmﬂer 5 plan s a
beautiful example of Analyﬁs, for thc lmxtatlon of d
'ﬂatefman in any departmcnt. Lo '
A ' dlﬂ'e'rence

L oeo 1 | |
difference which often fubfifts between the real
and the nominal value of duties on forelgn arti-
cles. “When the rates Were afﬁxed in the reign
of Charles II. they were then equal to the reali
values, but fince that tlme, the dechne of the
value of money, 1th other caufes, has contri-
buted to raife the przces above the rates, 1nfo-
much that often when the duties-are 25 or 26

per cent. on the ‘rates, this will not be more than
7 or 8 per cent. on: the real 'ualue. In the

article of linens this is obvmuﬂy the cafe, and. 1t

caufed no {mall contradi&ions in the reports and

hopmlons on that manufacture, when it was taken

into confideration by parliament fome, few years
ago.f' L L T
.Thebulk as. Well as. the foxm of our Cuf’toms

‘has been alfo a fubject of complalnt to fome

writers on commercial politics.. The duties on all

‘exports of Britith ManufaGture, except on fome
~ fewarticles wh1eh were regarded as materials, were

removed in the year 1722, but no relief was

given to imports ; on the contrary, they have,

in moft inftances, been gradually burthened with

new duties. Thefe high and numerous impofts,

it has been thought are attended with many
evils 'in fuch a country as England. Among’

the principal perhaps may be reckoned a check

Ha2 : on
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on the increafe of capitals, and the poffible in1-
provements of manufactories ; an encouragement
‘o fmugghng, and above all, by enhancing the
price of articles neceﬁ'ary in-the cOnPcru&lon and

'-*confequent difcouragement 'to - navigation and
commerce. .
becaufe it is by a f'uperlorlty in them: that our
riiercantile {yftem is- chara&enzed “and were
fuch falutary reliefs permitted to co- operate with
this national fpmt it 1s not eafy to conceive what

our foreign trade and - domeftic - induftry. -~ Mg.
 LiockE was ever of opinion that high duties
encouraged rather than deprefled the confump-
. tion of forewn commodities. ¢ The emulatlon,”
{ays he, ¢ ever is, who fhall have the fineft,

¢ venient or ufeful.  How many thmgs do we

¢ yalue and buy becaufe they come at dear rates

“¢our own manufacture or produce, would be
¢¢ contemned or neglected ? Have not feveral of
“ our commodities offered to fale been defplfed

“and- the. very fame eagerly bought for
¢¢ French at a double price? You muft not
a thmk therefore that the raifing their price wilt

fitting out of thips, ashemp, flax, iron, &c. the -

I have chofen" thefe mﬁ:ances, o

‘might in time be the extent and perfection of |

¢ that - is, the deareft’ things, not the moft con-

¢ from Japan ‘and China, which, if they were

6 leflen

—~

{ zor ]
« 1effen the vend of faﬁnonable foreign com-;
¢ modities among us, but rather increafe it :”#

‘and D WrrT in his Memoifs purﬁies-precifely

the fame " train of ai'gument ;7 which  {feems

* confirmed by an obfervation of GEex, on the

fathion - of prefeulng French Wines, after the
duties” were laid on at the latter end of the laft
century for, fays he ¢ thO“Oh they were raifed
<¢ to £ 8o per ton, or rnore, fome parucular im-
‘c porters chofe rather to keep up’thofe hl.gl} .
<¢ prices than to have them cheaper ; and being

- «¢ afked why they thus chofe to keep up the

¢¢ prices, they anfwered, that gentlemen would
¢ not think it good unlefs it coft 5 or 6 ﬂnlhngs

4¢3 flatk. ”+ Itis true indeed, that impofts may

be carried fo far as to become proh1b1t10ns, and
in that cafe alfo they mlght be as plCJUdlClal as in
the other ; for as fayss SWIFT humorouﬂy, ¢in the
L Anthrneuo of the Cuftoms, zwo and ?wo do
£ not always make Sour, ‘but often only ONE.”
It is not on foreign Articles alone that’ many
erters on ﬁnance have argued for the rehef

‘* LOCKF_ s C‘ofg/' deratwm on S"ra:le, &:c. 12 93, and agam
p 116
i Edit Ratxfbon, p. 77-
mkmo- together all the reftrajnts upon French goods at the
commencement of the late Wdl’, they muft have amounted to
75 ‘per cent. |
-,3- dee confideredy { &c, Pelqle 0 ‘
H 3 , - of

" Dr. SmitH co‘m‘pu':es' that
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of Cuftoms. The: exportation of domeftic con:- -
mod1t1es, notw1thﬁandmg much beneﬁaal re-

form, has been oppreifed by them. Tt will be
faid, -perhaps, that in moft cafes Drawbacks
‘have been-applied to counteraét the effects of
- thefe duties ; but, befide the injudicious mode
often of ‘applying them, the policy of the mea-
11;;(: 1;fe_lf (except in the cafe of foreign goo‘ds
~ imported for re-exportation) may be queftioned.
The varieus frauds practifed in this line frequently

brings a.certain lofs on the revenue, without

cither altermg or extendmg the ftate of the
Trade foritis a known fa&, that this mode of
encouraging commerce and manufa&ures alone
amounts to near a million a year. # Tt ‘was ever
conﬁdered as the | mo{‘c _prudent plan in ﬁfcal
pohce, and as fuch was, as we have feen, in a

great meaﬁlre adopted in this country, to. dlf-

‘charge all Cuftoms payable on domeftic - manu-,.
factures at their exportation, and alfo on the
raw materials ufed.in them at their i 1mportat10n
.By the ﬁrf‘t the merchant will be encouraged
Ato fend more goods on better terms abroad;
" and by the laft, the’ manufaéturer will be enabled

WINES

" Before the Revolutlon, the Ara of thofc mer—

* ch NG’s Aunals of Aorzmlture, &e, No. I p. 44,.
: : , cantile
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cantile jealoufies between France and England,
“which gave rife to the monopolizing {yftem of

reftritions and prohibitions, the Wines of Bour-
deaux and Languedoc: were fold in London at-

4 e1ghteen and twenty pounds a Ton, and more
‘than two-thirds of the confumpmon through the
~ whole Kingdom was imported .in Englith bot-

toms. * - But in the year 1713, in confequence
of heavy duties, their price had rifen to nine
thillings the gallon, which, according to a re-
gulation of 5 Anne, ch. xxvil. fixing the Wlne :
Ton at 2 52 gallons, amounts. to 11°l 8s. the
Ton. §- ‘ o S -
- From gemere,l obfervanon it appeals, that ,
the moft thriving, ~and the .richeft- ﬁavoured
V‘iﬂeyalidsa; are thofe fituated between the goth *
and soth degrees In thefe latitudes, we find
Portugal, Spam, France, Switzerland, Italy,
Hungary,. patt: of Greece, and the Southern -
Circles of - Germany, countnes which undoubt-

Cedly producc exgellent Wmes For general

ufe, thofe of France have ever. been preferred

.and among them, the Wmes of Burgundy,

Champagne, and Ghe nelghbourhood of Vienne,
are. e{’ceemed the be{’c I fhall readlly be ex-

cL* DAVENANT s Polztzcal I’Vork:, V.11 p. 146, Ed;t. :

1723 Lo

+ A wcekly Paper of that day, called thc Erzﬁoi Pqﬂ‘-

»30)'; NO' 525 T ‘. 5
.- H 4 o @.uf,ed
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culed reciting the long catalogue of names by

which they are diftinguifhed,: when it is known,

that the province of Burgundy alone produces‘" '

cighteen or twenty different forts : they ufually

receive their titles either from- the {pot of culti-
vation, or the various modes of preparing ‘the

liquor. * The Wines of the - fouthern provinces
are of a ftronger body than thofe made it other
parts of the" kingdom’; Languedoc, in. particu-
lar, produéeé a fort which has all the fulnefs of
the Portuoval orape, with 4 very fuperior flavour,
and is purchafed in-'the 'country for’ about
'121. the Ton. Bourdeaux, Rochelle, Nantes,
\Rouen, Marfellles, Toulon, - are: the . pr1nc1pal
places where the Wines of France are fhlpped
for exportatlon, and it is’ calculated . that. near

6000 Tons are fent annually to England frorn'

BourdeauA alone, - According to the ffatement
of Mr." I\TECRER, France expmts yearly, in
Wines and Brandies, tothe'value of 1; 1040, 62 51 *
yet it is  well nnderf’cood that “this branch of
trade, under proper” reorulatlons, nnsrht il be
conﬁderably increafed. “At prefent befide ‘the
orlglnal expences of the land and the neceﬁ'ary

cofts of preparing its prOdUCC, ‘the proprietor of

a Vineyard is-chargeable' with heavy - duties ‘at
: cvory ﬁep he takes towards exportatron HE ;hc

* Adﬂl:it{ﬂ?dizalz of Fz/zaﬂce, &c. V. II. pe 117
’ L conveyance

T v i
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conveyance of the-Wine to Bourdeaux > & Com-
miffion to the boat-mafter upon its. receipt and

dehvery, Fees to the officers for affixing. the town

mark, and certain port duties before the goods
can be dxfcharged or the bill of freight delivered.

~ Notwithftanding - thefe difadvantages, there

are '"ci‘rcum{’tanccs which render - this  {pecies

of proper’ty in France more: eligible, than moft

others. It was not, as fome imagined, . becaufe

the land was unﬁt for any .other pur pofe, that
the proportion of Vineyards had fo much in-
creafed fome years ago as to require an edict to

reftore fuch eftates as had been purchafed and

planted, to: itheir . ‘original cultivation; for it was
found that much land, -which had produced ex-

cellent crops of corn,,. was at that time converted

into. Vlneyards., It is very natural to- prefer a

- {pecies of .property which is free and. fecure, ta

one. which is cafual and reftricted. - Property in
W’me, by reafon of the perfon who holds it bemg
at liberty either. to ftore it up; ortogarry it to a
home ora. forelgn market,: has, in- France, . thefc
advantaores over property in. Cor7. - Beﬁde, with
very few excepuons, the Wine- trade 1s.not like

~ that of Corn, entangled with monopohes, fo

that the expences and ritk of cultivation, at

leaft, are anfwered by the competmon of pur-
~‘chafers. Contrary alfo to'the cuﬁom on' eftates

in Corn lands, the propnetor of a Vmeyard .

- ufually
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ufually keeps it in his own hands, and as fuch
a ftock as would be neceflary in the manage-
ment of a farm is never required in a Vineyard,
he - thence derives. an obvious advantage ; :for,
as-it" has been obferved, while thofe who are
employed in it.sfcu'ltivatidn {ometimes want even.

the neceflaries of  life, -the. l'a.ndl_ord'lnakes"fl'om. |

three to five pounds an acre. :

Tt fhould appear that the cultivation of Vine-
yards has proved in Francé very favourable to
population ; for' it has been afferted, that: the
fame fpace which, in a'Corn country, employs
1460 perfons, reqmres more than 2600 when
planted with'Vines. #'. If this be really the cafe,
~would it not’ fhew' more Wlfdom in the French

Govemment, “if -inftead of lﬁ'umg Edi@s for .
difvineyarding large tralts of country, it would .

turn its attention’ towards a removal of the un-
mereiful re"crlé’uons, both upon the- tranfporta-

tion and exportation of Corn? oA Thxs, by lay- ’

ing open a larger’ market for the vend of the

commodlty, would induce many' tofet their

hands hearuly to the plough, and by loweung
the pricé of | grain, would enable the peafantry

to hve 1efs Wretchedly than they do at prefent. '

* BEAUSOBRE, Ftude de la Polztzgue, &c, Tom 1. p.s1s

. 1- Thxs was . in fome meafure done in 1768, but not in a
- mapner fuﬂ‘icxently hberal to produce its full eﬂ'e&.

4 - By
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By fuch a meafme the increafe of farms would,
it is highly probable, be {o far from dxmmxﬂnng,v
the number or extent of Vineyards, that it would
rather encourage and improve- them ;. with this
difference, perhaps, that many fertile fpots, how, .
mifapplied to the culture of the vine, would be.
feen bearing. plennful harvefts of grain, while -

- the barren heaths of Guienne, the mountains

‘of Auvergne, and other -unprofitable parts of |

- the country, would be glowing with luxuriant

vintages, This reciprocal benefit is a&ually feen
to take place, in fome mf’cances, even under the
prefent regulatlons for it is rerharked, that
Corn is no where better cultivated in France, _

than in the- richef Wine provinces.

Beﬁde the advantage that France will derive
from England, fhould the prefent Treaty take
effedt, a large market is now open to her Wines in .

- America, wlnch lutherto was {1 upplied chleﬂy from |

Madeira, Llfbon, and F ayal unlefs indeed this
extenfive country fhould fucceed in Cultlvatmg
the vine in fome of her fouthward provinges.
This is far from bemg nnprobable, when we
recolle& the refult of an experiment once madc‘
there, _‘ ¢ Betwcen thirty and forty years ago, a
“¢ provincial ac paffed in South Carolina, by
¢¢ which a hounty of 6ol. proclamation-money
¢ was to - be glven to any. perfon that thould.
¢ ‘ " produce a pq?e of found merchantable Wine,

‘ made
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« made from vines of the growth of the colony.
¢ A man of the name of Thorpe did receive

¢¢ the bounty for three pipes; his Vineyard was.

_ ¢ within thirty mlles of Charles-Town, and was

«under the care of a certain Portuguefe pro-

« cured for the purpofe, but at ‘his death the'
<c.land was converted to other ufes.” # Lord
SHEFFIELD is of 0p1n10n notwn:hf’candmg, that
America is never likely to be a good Wine
country but fhould this really prove to be the
cafe, it will be owing to ‘other caufes than de-
fe&s erther of foil or chrnate, prmcnpally per-
Haps to that preference which is at prefent given
1o the cultlvatlon of rice and tobacco. But
“how, it may be afked, i England lxkely to be
affected by fuch a revolution in the ftate of
French agrrculture, and fo wide an extenfion
of the Wine trade?- Without advertlng to the

common, but very Ju{‘c argument on the fupe-

rior advantage which every commercial country
ought to’ obtaln from rich and mdu{‘crlous com-
petrtors over one ‘whofe cuﬁomers are poor and
mdolent let it be rernembeled that fair com-
petmon muft,’ 1n every pomt of 3 vrew, bea fpur

ro 1nduﬁry, 1n any ﬁngle branch of trade its

ik Loxd SHEFFIELD s O&ferfuﬂtwm on the Cg,,,,,,,,.“ Qf z‘be
.Jm:ruan Statcs, p, 56 a Néte, . _

" good

-demand on the vintages of France.
- does the woollen-draper fuftain by the improv-

'. manufac”corres.
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good effefts are foon vifible among that parti-
cular clafs of merchants or manufacturers; but
when it is encouraged between different depart-
ments of trade, it then becomes manifeft in the
general induftry and opulence of a nation. The
fame reafoning may be applied to the cafe of
two nelghbounng kingdoms, where a competi-

tion, efpecially of the latter fort, muft naturally :

tend to increafe the demand and improve the

quality of thofe articles in which they- refpec?
‘tvely excel.

There is not much .caufe, - there-
fore, for England’s Jealoufy at any increafe of
What lofs

ing trade of his neighbour the wine-merchant ?
Has he not rather caufe to rejoice in an event
which, by furnithing the whole neighbourhood

- with ‘a richer cuftomer, muft neceffarily bring

into his hands fome fhare of his fuccefs? In the
fame manner both reafon and experience thould

teach us, that from this dreaded extenfion of

the Wine-tradeé of France, our own ftaple com-
modities” will - ‘neceflarily derive many future
benefits in the Woollen, 1ron, and hard-ware
But, ‘it is urged, this is not-the

~only obje&lon—-Portugal is- a better cuftomer
‘than France, and therefore we ought in return

Suppofe, fora -

to deal with her in preference.
) moment,
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moment, that thlS were a fact,

¢ Are the {iteak-
 ing arts of underling tradefinen to be thus
¢ erected into political maxims for the conduét
A liberal trader pur~
chafes at the cheapeft and beft market, with no .

¢ of a great empire?” ¥
‘regard. to fucl little- interefts as this. It ap-
- pears,  however, - from undemable pl‘OOIS, ‘that

- our favourite trade with Portugal has long been
on the decline, and gradually turning more and:
more againft'us for almoft thefe laft thirty years.

* amount, upon an average of ten years, (except
during the fhort fpace of our late Spanifh hofti-

to one€ half of what they did in the year 1760.
The fa& is, the interchange kiof the two coun-
tries was never fettled upon a fair and equal
foot of reeiprocity, and the Portuguefe thus
taking’ advantage of an original defett in the
- Methuen-Treaty, have allowed the: woollen ma-
nufaCtures of other countries to compete with

ours in their markets. In the article of linens

¥ SmiTi’s Wealth of Nations, B.1V. ch. iii.

1- Where the imports are materials for manufacture; a
trade may be confiderably againft a country, and yet be,
upon the whole, a beneficial one." . This was the cafe with

our Ruffia trade; but, it does not hold good in the prefeut '

' inftance of our inter coul fe thh Pouu gal

‘ : | ‘chey‘»

At prefent our exports to that country {carcely

lities, -which naturally caufed them to increafe) .

- clamours that have conftantly been raifed on

- ¢¢ under another name;, and by another channel

. thewn, that in Ireland the confumption of ‘Portugal Wine
. has greatly increafed within_ thefe laft twenty years,. and -

“vations, Amevic, C'amm in the Appendix, p. 291) Ireland:

-not included in the Treaty of 1703.‘ The preference - the
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they have decidedly given the preference to
France; and as to our cottons; they have put’
them under an abfolute prohibition. ©~ The

‘every attempt in this country to reduce the
enormous duties - on French Wines, and the
threats of Portugal to withdraw from'a Treaty
ihe has fo palpably violated, ought furely to
give us no ‘alarm; the pre{'ent efféts of that -
Treaty will not Ju{hfy it. But what would be
the confequence fuppofing thefe threats to be
a&ually executed, and the préhubitions on both
ﬁdes eftablifhed? Why, clearly this;’ that Por-
tugal’ has eﬁ'e&ually loft a market for near-
12,000 tons annually of fuch Wines as no other
country will purchafe of her; while the fuperlox
quality and cheapnefs of our woollens mu{’c fecure
them a market any where, and ¢ pr obably

¢ even in Portugal itfelf.” =
| B R A N-

L * Lord SHEFFIELD, to whofe excellent ‘writings I am
mdcbted for ‘the above remark, has in a clear manner

that French VVmes have propomonably diminithed. (O&/er-
©Xports to Portugal camblets and butter ; her woollens were

oo

has

[P U
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, Thc h’/me Brandy of France i s in the Ingheﬁ'ﬁ
ePtlmatlon, and by a decree of Parhament n
the year 1699, this isthe on]y fort permttt\,d to

5 be fold in Paus, under a heavy penalty

‘The . provmces of P016tou, Anjou, Tou-

‘ ‘rame, Orleanq, and the diftri¢t’ of Nantes pxo-

duce the bef‘c that is applled to home- confump-

t1on, the dlfferent kinds for exportauon -are
) made in Bourde;a,ux, Cogmac, Charente, Bur-
gundy, and Champagne ; though the aforenamed '
_provinces of Pon?tou, &c. fupply a great deal
;alfo for this purpofe Brandles, 1ndeed are made

in almoﬁ: all the wine countries, though it is ob-
ﬁerved that the fupenm wines make the worﬁ

acc01d1n01y in - many places. they only apply ,

them to th1s fer vice when they are pricked, or
otherwife mJured The rich- flayour ed vintages

of GICCCC, and of the fouthward parts of Ttaly,
afford very little Blandy, and- of an inferior

quahty“. ‘the yearly expott of thls amcle

has lately given to the Portuguéfe Wines, is with a View

of being:put on a foot, “in this refpect, with great Britain;
and there is reafon to think, that fhe is able to- reap con-
fiderable benefit from' fuch an admiffion. - Hcr exports to
?ortucral in 1783, were 174,4931 her imports, 920001 and
it is faid thefe were paid for by her exported Butter'alone.

 ffom

a million fterling ; *

[ 13 3

from France is fcompﬁted at more than half

at the latter end- of the
laft céntury, when the duty was no more than
ol. a ton, this country imported annually up-
wards of 6000 tons ;< in confequence of the
high duties at prefent f{ubfifting, the confump-
tion has long been diminifhed, and upon an
average of late years the quantity imported has
{unk three fifths. The merchants.of Rochelle
and Nantes feldom freight a fhip elther for Ame-
rica; Aﬁ 1ca, or:the North Seas, Wlthout makmcr ,
Brandy a part of the cargo. We receive a con-

fiderable quantity of our confumptton through the

hands of the Dutch, who carry on an, extenﬁv‘el

trade ‘with France in this article. It has been

a received opinion, that although neither Eng-

lith ‘malt or molafles {pirit have ever been
‘brought to the perfettion of ' Wine-Brandy,
yet the fault is not fo much in the grain, or . fruit

whence the extrat is made, as in the manner
of preparation. Both grapes and grain have
the fame principles-of oil, falt, phlegm and

earth, and differ only in the quantity and con-

neé’uon of thofe pr1nc1ples A patent, not many
years ago, . was obtalned for making Brandy

- ¥ \TECKER $ A{/mmg/z’mtmiz af Fm(mcc, Vol II p 707

t ('o?z_/' dcmtzam on T rm?e, &c in the year 1754 _
I from




from - ¢arrots and parfnips;

larger capltal
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the latter, it ‘was
found, after a variety of curioils experiments,
made a hqum very nearly refemblmg the W1ne~
Brandy ' . S

If the - ‘motives for cOmplamt be exaé’cly

V ﬁated, it 1s. not. Wlthout reafon, that our Weft-
India merchants have taken alarm at the reduc-

tion of duties on: this- article, imported from

France, " as: propofed in the Tariff. -From the

memonal plefented by them to the Mmlf’cer,

the refult of ‘their meetings, and the opinion

of mtelhgen‘c individuals on. the fubject, tht,_‘
following - appeals to be the fum of their- ap-_t
. prehenﬁons and thelr wifhes. - S

- They- reque{’c that the Rum . of the Brm{h'

fame foot with resrard to “the Brandies - of

~France, that the wines of Portugal are to the

“wines of France; for, unlefs' {uch a proporti-
of a foreign produce will be encouraged to the
detriment, and perhaps the ruin, of what may
be termed a domeftic one.
that Rum muft pay more freight from- the place
of production than ‘Brandy, and that it fuffers

‘more by leakage and evaporatlon, reqmres

and from the nature of the
trade renders the merchant liable to greatel lofs

_We{’c-Indla Iflands: fhould bé . put upon. the

’

~Onate adjuf’cment of dutles take place, the fale

It 15 well known

of
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of intereft upon it. This, among other in-

ftances, ‘might be exemplified in feveral late ob-

ftrutions of the intercourfe between the Iflands -
and North America, which, to the great dif-
advantage of the trader mu{’c neceflarily always -
turn the {uperfluous Rum into the Britith’ mar-'
ket. It appears moreover, " that while thefe ob-.’
ftructions ‘have rifen in this ftaple of Weft-

“India trade, the French have been indu{‘cr'ik('y){‘iﬂyj~

facilitating the vend of their brandies by a
Vafiety of regulations.  That the interefts of
the fugar-trade are fo nutumlly connetted with
thofe of Rum, that wharever impedes_the. one
muft i m_}me the other. #* ~ That this trade is of

- no fmall affiftance to the marine fkill and {pirit
- of Great Britain, by reafon of the length of

the voyage and the number of Britith fhips and

- feamen employed in 1t, whereas the Brandy-‘
trade will be carried on in fhort trips between

England and France, with a large propomon‘

of French veflels and’ crews, That on thlS
account,. added to the conﬁderauon that prime

- coft, freight and mfurance are all higher, the |

quantity ‘of Rum ﬁ‘wvﬁled from' the’ Weft—,
Indies - is vexy frnall, compaxed with that of

* Tt is faid the Rum infures to thc plante1 the expences
and cafualties of the fugar; and they reckon, that each
hogihcad of fugar produces ﬁOm 40 to 60 gallons of Rum.

I 2 ' Bland;cs
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Brandies from F. rance ; ; the dutxes therefore on
the former are more falthfully colle¢ted. - That

as the prime coft of Brandy in France is upon
‘the average 1s. ZId a gallon, and that of Rum "

2s. 4d. in order to preferve a juft proportion
in the reduction of the duties on each, if
thofe on Brandies, as plopofed i the Tarlﬁ'
be lowered two fhillings and. fixpence - the

, gallon, thofe on Rum- fhould be lowered one
‘ﬂnlhncr and nine pence. ¥ ‘

- Such appear to be the prmcxpal grounds of
complamt from this refpeétable body of mer-

Chants, whofe rcmon{’crance, there is little
doubt, will have its due weight in the delibera- -
_ tions of Palhament efpecially- when it is con-

fidered alfo what an injury our home-diftilleries
may receive by plec1p1tately expoﬁng them to

an . unequal competition. Will it not, more-.

over, admit of a doubt whether the propofed .
~ rate of redu@ion of the duties on- French Bran-
 dies be fufficient to prevent fmuggling, for even

the duty.of 7s. the gallon, 1s almoft goo per

'cent on the pmme coft, and whether by fuch

an 1neﬂe&11al 1edu&1on of the dumes the reve-
nue W1H not fuf’cam a conhderable lofs with-

* See ¢ the Memoual of the General Meetmor of the
VVeﬁ-Indm Merchants; and Planters, p_rcfented to tfhe.

.Lords CommliToncls of the Txeafury

C ;| IR . ~out .'
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 out any adequate compenfanon or: advantage to -

the pubhc *,
| ""'f"'IR\C')_N;_ STEEL, and 'COPPER.

There 1s fcarcely any branch of manufa&ure

in Wthh labour and mcrenmty are feen to add
“more to the original- value of ma,temals than in
{that of Iron and Steel; of this the beautxful fa-

br1cs of errmngham and Sheffield afford nume-
‘Tous examples, and it is equally as ev1dent in

:the f’cupendous foundrles at Cmrron and Cole«
'bloke Dale, as in the mmutef‘c operatlon of the

oo The»princip’al laws which rcgulate the duties on the

importation of Brandies, are .7 and 8 W. IIL. ¢, xx. lay-
ing a duty of gol.the ton on fingle, and 6ol. the ton on

double proof repealed by 6 Geo. IL c. xvil. § 2; Whlch

inftead of. it, 1ev1es an excife of 1s, fm evely gallon of

f‘ﬁngle proof, to be. pald by the importer before landmg,

‘over and above all other dutles, and of 2s. on double_proof

_ See,‘b alfo 2 ,»-'\‘/V.J and M. ¢, ix. § 12. - 12 WL III. ¢ xi.

.§8, .3 Ann. c.. iv, v..- 5 Ann. c. xix. made perpetual by
1 Geo. I ¢, xii, 6 Geo.T, ¢ xxl, § 12. 8 Geo. L ¢. }.vm

§ 11, 6 Geo. TIL c. xlvii. The a& paffed 1 W. and M.

¢ XXX1V, which entuely Plohlblts theimportation of French
; goods, appedrs by the pre'lmble to have been intended prin-
cipally: for. the: ‘encouragemént of the- home diftilleries ;

this is the ‘more probable, becaufe in the following year a .

he'wy duty was 1aid on the e\poxtatxon of corn. 2 W. and
M ‘¢, ix.

T3 L xi*ork(hdps’ )
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workthops " at Salifbury:and Woodftock. In
refleting on the various applications. of thefe
metals to agricultural, naval, military, mecha-
nical, and ceconomical purpofes, we are imme-
diately. firuck with their extenfive utility and

)mpmtance, and- are abfolutely loft in amaze- B

ment, when we attempt to trace them thlough
all their gradanons and forms, from the cannon
101 the anchor to the lancet or the Watch fpung
:Thoug‘l iron. ore is known to be very plentiful
in this. kmgdom, it is not poﬂible to a{'certam
‘with any accuracy, What ploportlon of the pro-
! ._du& is worked up, becaufe it is not only m-
terrmxed with foreign ‘iron, but is very com-

“monly ‘concealed under a foreign name: =In

-the. year 1719, whena bill. ¢ ¢ for. extendmg the

laws concerning - the importation of naval ftores

~from the Britith American Colomes, * was agl-

tated, if was computed that rwo ﬂazrds of what

‘was confumed ‘m this kmgdom, ‘was unpoxted
from Sweden and Ruffia. * ‘It appears, that on
- an average of tén years, our trade in this art-
cle with the Baltic’ may be’ reckoned at’ 27 500
tons, value 014,0001 L :
In. ihe _year 1749 another b111 was propofed
for encouragmg the’ 1mportat10n of bar iron

*GEE, .‘Tm/g cafg/'derezf p. 16,
- from

Lo 3
from America, -in the courfe of which the {pirit
of monopoly defcended to very thameful expe-
dients, to prevent its taking effeft. Among
other things it was boldly afferted, ‘that ‘Ameri~
can Iron was of a quality very inferior to Swe-
difh, thouoh by the Officer’s Reports, then prc» ’
fented to the Houfe, it was thewn that various’
expernnents made a few years before, in the:
King’s dock-yards, had proved it’in all refpects’
of equal goodnefs. It was alfo urged, that if
we withdrew from the iron trade of the: Baltxc,
we muft forego the advantages of 1n1pomng
their hemp and flax ;- but the event, as far as
it was tried, did not juftify fuch apprehenfions. #
The fact was, their fears were of a miore felfilly

‘naturé. . "The proprietors of our iron-foundries

knew it was- ‘not for their intereft that an:event
fhould take place, which would lower the price
of the metal, and thus by. & narrow-minded policy
they atternpted to" facnﬁce a’ public- ‘benefit to
their own advuntacre “'The bill, however; paf-

 fed, but more, ‘as it feems, from a diffatisfac-

tion then pr evalhng between our court and Sive-

“den, than from any patriotic'motive. - By thé
: pe_rmxfﬁgn,_ granted_ to import_both. pig and bar

o ¥ Pos TLETHW AY tr’s . Commercial Dict  Art. Naval
Stores. '

D o 14, . . il‘bn'
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iron from "America in Britith veflels duty free;

no inconfiderable.-advantages have been given.

to our foundries over thofe of other nations, *

which - added to the fuperior dexterity of our

workmen, and the large capitals employed have

fecured us the market, evenin countrxes whence

we  1Import | the materlals for this ma, nufa&ure _
it, fhould ever be remembemd that if a duty_
upon raw. materlals be allowed in moft cafes to
be prqudmml to' the manufaé‘tm e, At mufc on
iron perhaps be more fo than on-any ¢ other com-.
modlty, for being a pnnc1pal article in naval
ﬁores it is of the higheft i 1mp01tance in. fuch a
“country as this ; befide, as it may ferve in almoft
‘all inftances for ballaft, &c. and is therefore of
ealy tranfportation, even the fréight on fuch a
merchandife ought to be very moderate..
‘While the aforementioned Bills: were depend-

ing in Parliament, a gc;neral ala_rrn was {pread -
through the country, by reports of great wafte -
and deftru&ion of the woods in all thofe parts-

Where Iron. works were: ere&ed POSTLE.
THWAYTE, writing in the year 17 59, fays, that

¢¢ 'Where Cord- Wood had before been fold at 5 ;

*® The Amerxcan iron mines. have an advantage over
- thofe of Ruffia in their proximity . to the coaft; for fome

of the moff produ&ive mines in Siberia:are above 3000 _

miles from Peterfburgh.
: ¢ and

e A S
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¢and 6. fhillings the Cord, it then fold at
‘¢ upwards of 12 or 14, and in fome places was,
<¢all confumed ;' it is neceflary therefore,” he

" adds, ¢“to preferve our timber from. thefe con-
as, P \ ,

¢¢ fuming furnaces, left they. at laft lay- hold of

* ¢ our Oaks.”#*  This is reported to have been
‘the cafe in Ireland alfo, where they have often
‘been obliged to :procure even building timber

from Norway.t It is well known that the iron
works ‘1n Mendlp-hxlls had long ﬁnce cleared
away all the oaks in that foreft,. and that not-
With{‘canding‘thé {uccefsful adoption of Pit-coal
in fome of our moft: extenﬁve works,’ Woods are

Al preferved n many places for the ﬁlpply of

the foundries.{ _

- The ufe of wood in the iron works of Francc
is very genelal owmg to the great fcarcny of
coal in that country, and yet it is a remarkable

- fa&, that the provmces, where’ thofe manufac-

* 'C'ommercz'al 'Iﬂterg/? of G’rmt Brz'z_fdi?g, V. I. p- 1 5 I.
¥ The clamours: of that day were increafed by the felf-
mtexeft of Woop, who made hlmfelf afterwards fo well

. known in the Copper. Coinage of Ireland.  This man: ‘had

a leafe of all the mines on the Crown Lands of thirty- nme

counties, whofe furnaces were fupplied with pxt-coal befide:

‘iron work in various parts of the kingdom, ANDERSON 5

Hift. of Commerce, V. IL. p. 303. : :
1- CAMPBELL s Polit, Sur vey of G okt Bmmm, V. II p. 43, _
tOJ.'lﬁS
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tories are eﬁabbfhed and efpecially Burgundy,

fupply the Metropolis with more than two thirds
of its fuel.§ ' S

“Great 1mprovements have of late years | been

made in_the procefs of every branch in this

Valuable manufacture.  The ufe of . coak. in
En>g1and inftead of ,‘c.ha_rcoal, though fome are
of opinion that it debafes the quality of the iror,
has been found to anfwer for many. of the larger
works, and “the apphcatlon of fteam to fome

of the mof laborious: operations, fuch as ‘the

draining of coal, the fupplying :blafts. to the

furnaces, the raifing the forge ha.mmm 5 plomne&
- ftill further advantages. o ‘

The iron works in Colebroke Dale, are fup-

N}:CKER $ Aflmmg/imt offmza,:cp, &c V I p 255'
At la Chaufade in the oenelahty of Moulins, is an iron

' foundry, which during the late war furnifhed moft of the

extra anchors ufed in the Royal Navy of France.. With

"half the labour there employed, the combined navy of

France and Spain might have been fupplied from' fuch

foundries as thofe of Colébroke Dale or Carron. At Moulins

fheV excel. in cutlery and in {mall works, but in general
Englith goods of - this ‘fort have the preference even

in the French markets ; foritisa known fa&, that Englifh
' Jewels and various toys and trmkets, Bz_;ozzte: ie d’ Angleterrve,
are fold openly and awowedly as fuch at the Palais Ro_}al at’
Veifailles, Fontainblean, and even within the heduncr of his .

Majeﬁy TUCKER s Thnd Letter to Mr, NECKER, P: 45
e I ; poied

s g,
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pofed to be the moft extenfive in L‘ngland
employmo ~upwards of one ‘thoufand hands.

< The founders there earn from elght fhilhngs
¢ to. ten’ fhlllanS and fix-pence a week, and

~¢“.boys of fourteen years old, {even ﬂnlhngs, at

€ drawmg coal bafketsin the mts 2% For pltcoal
‘1s ‘here principally ufed in makmg the bar iron.
The newhbouung hills” fupply both"

- {ufficient * quantities, - and every ftép in the

plocefs is perforrned on the {pot, from dwgmg

- ‘the iron ore to the laft finith of the mmufa&ure.
Nothing can' con 1vey to a {’crangcr greater ideas
- both -of the. ﬂ:ock of raw  materials, and the

ingenuity Qf the workman in this fingular fpot-,

‘than the" B‘ridgﬁe of caft iron‘gf‘iféhich' now dp'ehs a
‘communication: between two " populous fides of
- the Severn, and the wagcon—ways ‘paved with the

fame metal.. The following pl&urefque remark:

-will give a fketch of the fcenery; and relieve the
‘neceffary:drynefs of ‘the fubjed: ¢ Colebroke
¢ Dale is a winding glen between two immenfe
<< hills, which. break i into various forms, being all
€< thickly Lovered and forming - ‘moft beautlful
¢ fheets of hangmg woods. Trideed too beautlful
_,“ to- be much m umfon w1th that vauety of

* YOUNG sAmzals of Agrzc. &c. V IV p. 167..

¢ houors
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¢¢ horrors which art has fpread - at. the bottom..

¢ The'noife of the forges, mills, &c. with all
¢ thelr vaft machinery, the flames bur{’ang
« from the furnaces, with the burning of the
- coal and the fmoak’ of the lime kilns, ‘are
-« altoo ther horribly fublime, and 'would unite

¢ well with craggy ‘and bare rocks like St.

- “¢ Vincents at Briftol.” ¥  The principal . works
.belong to Mr.- Dexby, Mr. Wﬂkmfon, Mr.
.;Rcynolds, and Mefirs. Bancks' and. Omon
the laft- of thefe are the propnetors of 'a
k‘machme for: bormg cannon * from the fohd
“ccaft; another of -which is: ere&ed at Wllley, by
- Mr. \Vllkmfon.-_',\ AN

It has.been obferved, that for many, years

1o cannon has been caft in: that ‘part-called the
Dale Works, in which Quakers are employed
st bemg_mqonﬁﬁent _Wlth the principles of that
© f¢.peaceable fect, to make engines for - the de-
¢ ftru&ion of t;heixf fello'w ‘creatures.)” ¥
| | | L The

¥ Youne’s Amml.r, &c V. IV p--168. Seealfo a'more
: ﬁpamculal account in the fame . volume, p. 343, &c. by

E. ] Harrizs, Efq -of . Henwood T
‘ Ut fup. p. 348. The only articles in whlch our
~ iron- manufa&orles feem tohave fuffered duuncr the late
war, were Nails and Axes, but 1t is faid the American

demand for thcfe articles"is' now returning. Ut fup. ps

258
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The gleat irregularities and doubts * in our

' Mme Laws contrlbuted very much to retard the

progrefs of improvement, in the pr eparation and
‘working up of CorrERr, though it was known to
abound in many parts, of the kmgdom, till the

' prefent century. . Since that time it has bgen

brought to great pelfeéhon, and apphed to
almoft as great a variety of ufes as iron, efpe-

_ c1ally in. domeftic utenfils, for ‘which it is

peculnrly calculated by reafon of its. malleabl-
lity, ﬂex1b1hty, ela{hmty, and du@ility.# ‘The
p11nc1pa1 copper mines in Europe are thofe near
the Hartz and at Mifnia in Germany, in the.
Archb1fhopr1c of Saltzburg, in Bavaria, Wir-
temburg, and Treves. In France, at'Amiens,
Abbevﬂle, Rhelms, Troyes, and Beauvais in -
many parts of Norway and Sweden, in the
Dutchies of Parma and Placentla, near Brefcia,

and in SlClly Our own country :produces

Iron impor ted accoxdmo- to the navigation-act, pays

20 8. 6. a ton, and has a drawback on exportation of
£2. 5. 2; in 1778, an additional 7s. 7d.- If not imported
according to the adl, there is a duty of £ 2. 17. 10. a ton,,
and the drawback is £ 2. 14. 6. Iron wares manufactured
riot otherwife rated, or not prohibited; pay on importation

- 125. 4d, and draw back on exportation 115. gd. The du-

ty on iron w’lrcs manufactured in Ircland, is 145. 3d. 2.2

cwt on mlpmtatlon. : '

o .CaMPBELL’ s Politic. Surwey, &c. V. IL p. 45
BEAU s0BRE, Ltude de Iz Politiq. ‘Tom, I, P 152.

great
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great plcnty of this metal, partlcularly in Corn-
wall, Staffordfhire, Somerfetfhire, and Cumber-
. Jand. The mines- of Cornwall, which produce:
about a fifth part of the ore ufed in England, are

“computed to afford to the value of £ 200,000%
annually, and in AnOIefey, there is a mountain .
which has a bed of this ore more than forty feet -

n thxcknef’s, which fupplies annuaﬂy between
fix and feven thoufand tons, and employs above

forty furnaces in fmeltmg it. ~ Befide the purc‘
native Copper, ‘there is a fpecxes produced '

,by prcc1p1tauon in vitriolic fprmgs in different
parts of Europe. "Thofe of Wicklow in Ireland,

“are very produdive. It is faid that one ton of

iron bars laid on thefé fprings, produces a ton

‘and nineteen cwt. of Copper miud, and that

each ton of the mud when fmelted yields
ﬁxteen cwt. of the pureft Copper, which fells
for £16 a ton more than the Copper which is
fluxed from" the ore.f The Coppel mills. at

Namm '

Y

"% Philofophical 'Trzz}gfdﬂimz:,' V. XLVIL p- 56 V.
" LXVIIL p. 94, and 101; Wm SON’s C/)emual Eﬂ'y.r, V. I.

ch. 6.
1 Borrase, Nat. Hj _/1’07 y of Cornwall, p-207. The fub-

ordinate manufactories of brafls, verdigris, vitriol and pmc

have {prung from the 1mprovements made in the copper

branch. " In the laft it is txuly aﬁ:omfhmg to conﬁde1 the

" many

L2y Lij'

Namur are perhaps the moft extenfive in Eu-

rope, and it was there that the Water engine now in,
common ufe, was firft applied in the year 169 55
to put the ponderous machmery of thefe works
in motion.* If we may rely on the reprefen-
tations given, the ancients far exceeded us in

~ their manner of tempering: and reﬁnm@ thm A

metal; at prefent the adva,ntages of dextenty in
this' branch, are not confined fo partlcularly to-

one country as to make it'an object of commer-
cia] jealoufy. Tt is p1obable therefore that the

-interchange beLwecn France and England for

commodities of Coppe1 or Brafs, will be compa-

~ rauvely {mall, and that they will continue to draw
their fupphes chiefly from their own rnateuals
and mdu{hy S

' many fubdwxﬁons of labour whlch are requned to makc g
an article, fo proverbially infignificant. ‘The engravers

and bell founders alfo employ great quantities of - this

- metal,

*BEAUSOBRE, Etua’:a’ela Polit. 'T. 1. p.154.

" We are faid to export annually 2000 tons of- vitriol, ~
Fhefe works have, lately much declined, by reafon of the

~ tiome coniumptton being fupplied with the acid, as- pro-

cured from the burning of fulphur, ’W}}T.?ON s Cheme
Effays, V.1 p. 2260 - B
" HEMP,
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HEMP, FLAX, LINEN.
" Hewmr and FLAX, conﬁdered as ehe mate=
tials” of various kinds of fabrics, are of the
higheft confequence, and it may be obferved

of them, that they place the ‘conneétion between
agriculture and manufacture in a f’cronger light

“than any _other produce of the foil. * There

are few countries in Europe which do not grow
them ; thofe round the Baltic, particularly Ruffia,
produce fuch great quantities, that they may be
truly ftyled their ftaple commodities. 4  The

Flax culdvated in Germany is 1nt1rely worked ,

up at home, for the exportation of the raw ma-
terials is firiGtly prohibited; in confequence of

this, the looms of that country fupply France
~with a great proportion of her linen goods,

though of late years- much attention has been
paid to'the cultivation of Flax in the provinces

. ® We read of two officers in the Roman empire, called -

Procuratores Linificii, who fuperintended the two great
ftorehoufes at Ravenna and Vienn'c,. From this‘eircumb
ftance much learned debate has been ftarted concerning
the ftate of the cultivation and manufa&oues of Hemp
and Flax among the ancients. e

* + Itis calculated that Ruffia alone imports into England
Hemp to the amount of 400,0001, annually. ‘ ¢
&)

+

iy

iy

ftlcle affords "a. good leflon “to monopohfers o

' every clafs, for: though linen and lace be: thc :
| great manufactures of their country, they pel mit
~ thefree exportation of Flax on this pr1nc1ple, that
it encourages: produéhon and improves cultiva-
tion, and.in the end renders the commodxty both

- cheaper and better.. - The* Flax in' the province
‘of: Zealand is“in -high efteem, and is ufed by
the Dutch in the  fabric of their finer linens,
"though'it may be remarked,’ that weaving and
‘whitening are in general the only parts of the
-wholé procefs performed to any great extent in.
‘Holland, and that moft of the thread is {fpun in
- .Gérmany and -Pruffia. = The" city of ‘Bologna
k-,iupphes Venice ‘with both Hemp and Flax;

.and in Spain the provinces of Valencia, Grenada,
and Murcia, furnifh the great manufaé’tones of
fail-cloth and cordage eﬁabhfhed.aﬁ Port Real,
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‘of Plcardy, Brittany, - Maine, - Dauthe, and
“Alface. . Flax :alfo is:; :plentifully, produced in
~ Flanders,. efpecially” between; Ghent and..Cour-
- tray, where perhaps it is'an objeé’c of more de-
- licate khufbandry than.in any. other; part of Eu-
rope. - The: condu& of the. Flemlfh on:this ar=

£

and the linen fabrics in fome of the neighbouring

diftri@s.  In this ifland, particularly in Scot-
‘land, great attention has been “pa'id‘ to this
‘ bra,nch of culture, though much dlfpute has
' K- . arifen
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~arifen on- the  expediency . of carrying fuch -a
‘meafiire to any length in South  Britain:* It
- “has been urged,’ that Hemp and Flax ‘fo much

exhauft and impoverifh ‘the land, * that it re-

quires-conftantly to'bé manured, and to lie fal-
low- every third yéar at leaft; that the plants

“are -exotics -and -degeneratein: this k_cou‘ntry-,? fo:
that it is found neceflary to recruit them very

frequently: to this: it Has been added, . that to

- ‘encourage. their. culturé would be-againft the

intereft ‘of fuch a country as' England, becaufe

it would moft probably operaté: to ' the dif-
‘couragement of the growth of: #700l ;. moreover,

that the {aime effect would be prodﬁéed ‘here as
1s in France ~by'._the‘fubﬁitUtiQn.« of - vineyards for
farms; for as-it’is reckoned, that one acre of
F lax wiilﬁ;}‘fec» as manyhands t6 work as twenty
a_‘cr_és_ of “Wool, it would in all prbbability. too
" _-Iﬁhcli'}reducé the priéc? -of:'lvz_md’.' ,Thefdecreafé

of the importation of Irifth Wéol and Woollen

‘Yarni into England about fifty years ago, it is
- aflerted, was not owing, 4s gencrally furmifed,
~to its being run to France and other countries,

- buttothe great increafe of thelinen manufattures,

* See various Reports delivered to-the Houfe in 1773

linen manufatures, . -

when Parliament. was petitioned for a further aid to the

4 - elpecially

B —
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_efpecially in Ulfter, which; for their {upply,

had planted fuch quantities. of Flax, that tth
had. not fheep fufficient for their own'.markets,
whereas not many - years -before  they fupp‘lried'
themfelves and the neighbouring provinces. *- -
“Many of thele objeé‘tioyns, however,: ’-a;e difa
proved by experiment and obfervation. - It has

been found that there is much land in the north

of England and in Scotland, which produces

both Hemp and Flax as high and as {trong as
, anyimported from Riga; and that in fome other

parts, they are cultivated in'as fine a,'fcate. as.».i-n-

the fouthern climates, infomuch,- that Englith

Hemp has been known to fetch fron}f 341”0,40;5. |
the cwt. when what was brought from the Baltic

~ ftood at 28 to 35s. and this.‘c‘ulm_’atxoni 1s»fc_;1‘xjmed
on in rich and deep foils without any {fymptoms

of - impoverifhinent ~or - degeneration ;- on the
contrary, we are told of a prodigious large ﬁf:’ld
‘ in:the ifle of Axholm in Lincolnfhire, . which
though fowed with Hemp, has not been: fal-

‘lowed for many years, and. always producgs |

% A Lettertoa Member of Parliament in 1732 cited

.l)y"‘ANb'x-zkséN,' Hz/t‘ Cfabniz. ~ Vol. I. p. 340. It is faid

that Flax, infufed in water, communicat.e's‘a poifopous
l quality to it, which gave rife to Stat. 33 ‘H‘en. VIIL
. xvii, forbidding its being watered in-any running fiream
or coin;non pond. ‘

K 2 ’ excellent
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excellent crops; * this is alfo,  in a great mea«
- fure, the cafe at’ ‘Spalding. Moor in the Eaft

Riding of Yorkfhire. 4+ . But be the fa& as it
‘may, furely: there ‘is room :enough for very fair
~and extenﬁve expenments of it, on fome of the
numergus moors and baxren heaths of fand
; wluch disfigure this ifland. R
~ The ‘moft reafonable obje&_lon feems to bc
the danger of diminifhing the growth of Wool,

by- occupymg much pafture land for thefe pur-

- pofes, and . confequently - of fau‘xﬁcmcr the - in-
. tereft of an anoient and valuable manufatory, to
-one.which':is by .ne. means fo- producive or fo
~ natural. to. ‘the -people. - Experience - has now
clearly proved ‘that the manufacture of Linen is
very profitably eftablithed. and carried ‘on .in
countues where land and labour are cheap; on
this account. it. has ever been- the' caré of our
' ".Leclﬂatme to ~encourage it . in- Scotland .. and
‘ ,Ireland By an. Aé& pafled in ‘1728, great:ads
‘vantages were. granted to fuch as {hould intro-
~ duce the Lmen fabric into the H1gh1ands, -and
fince that time it has received occafi onal
- fupport by varlous premxums and bountles

- GEE oz, tbe G; ow?ﬁ 'qf Hemf a;zd FZ{M -
- CAMPBELL:PoImc Smwy, &c. Vol. II p 89

Thexr l.
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T helr good effé&s are fufﬁmently fhewn by the
\followmg Pcatements :

T he value of the Lmen ﬁamped for fa,le 1,11

ERTRANNE +:Scotland, was 3

,g 662,938
3344:814—'

From 1728 to 1733 -
I‘rom 1747 to. 1752 “+

Int 1754 alone : - - '-506 8316 i
e 960 e - - gan,s
”""f"'"In‘7177o7"f"1- ST gbaysr
UInaggg s .- - 492,085
L L R Y A
g g el T
o ('In 1‘779 in _ _ __ 551 148"

“In 1986 A R -'»’.”6'2:2 187 “

o j?;.?"fIﬁ‘iI782ﬁf A - '.,‘b.'"'; 775,098
R I 1733" St b - 866,983 |
Andm 1784 L 7932 617 '

T hus it appears s that though thex ewasa fudden
defe& in1 77351t recovered and has alrno{’tdoubled
dtfelf w1thm the ihort fpace of thefe laf’c ten
\years' ’lhe ﬁatutes made m the years 1696

" and 1 697 * < For encouragmg the Lmen manu-

8¢ fa&ones Of Ireland, and for adm1ttmg the

s free importation. of Flax and Hemp from that :

< kmgdom mto England » were 'vt'he means of
’ ”yandSW III."'

K3 ~;”:"w"«':_'a‘.rr'ymg' |
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carrymor over many: French 1efugees, and laid
the- foundatlon of her fabrics:in Linen. and

Cambnc, and two other A&s in I']O" and
1704, wluch extended this permiffion in favour

of Ireland to the: Englith: plantations in Ame-~

rica #, ftill further. promoted their -increafe.
Thefe prwﬂeces were: not . beftowed. . inconfi-
dera.tely, they. were the refult of .mature -and
folid. reafonlng on the n,atural apd poutlcal
ﬁtuatlon of that ifland, and have fully anfwered

their, propofed end. . Some. yeaxs previous to |
the. paﬁing the firft of rhefe Ads, Six WiLLIAM .
TEMPLE, among. other’ reﬂeéhons on:the fub-

Jeé‘t obferves, that' ¢ of all women, the Irith

¢ were - the apteft and befk - cqlculated to {pin -

< hnen thread well 3 Who, labour,mg little in
i any kind with their hands, " have their ﬂngers
¢ more fupple and foft t}van orhers of-aspoor
¢« hcondltron -amongft - us. Tlns,’ he adds,
f‘f_fmay certamly ‘be lmproved intd'a great ma~

¢ fufactine - of - Lmen, 1o a3t ‘beat ‘dor Wn the

‘ ¢ ':_traae of France and- Holland wmhout c10ﬁing
‘s<iany intereft of trade in England Befide
jf“f"thrs, the foil - and cliate “are peculrarly fit

“’.‘:“')fm the 01owth of Fla*{\ and: the’ whxtenmg of
“ Lmens.’.’ + Thls has ~‘been amply verlﬁed

RESREEES

L )
* g3 md 4 ! Ann. c, vm. . ,; .

»§ leccllames, p- 13. Ed; 168:,
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in the progrefs whxch the manufa&ure has made
during the prefent century; - The pamculars of
this matter. have been fo frequently brought be-
fore the. public, of late years, . that it would- be
needlefs to.. enlarge upon them, here., The'
followmg fa@cs will be fuﬂicxent to. fhew how
profitably fuch a branch: of trade may be adopts
ed, when c1rcumfcances like thofe in. Ireland

- or Scotland concur, to favour the cultxvauon of

its materlals., Itis calculated that an, acre of

‘land will bear from' 3 - to- 6 cwt. of - ﬂax, whxch

1s worth 40s..a cwt.. at.the: averaoe therefore of
4 cwt. this will fet the produce of each a.cre at-8l.-
The number of acres thus culuvated in - Ireland‘
is computed at 13,000, So. that the amount bf
the whole ‘produce is 10450 oool. - - This produce
is raifed in -its. value, eight times  when: irf: its
manufa&ured ftate, which. brmgs it to 832,000k

but: it s fald, that a quannty equal o one

,,,,,

s 1mported annually, thlS by addmg 17o,oool
‘ more, makes the whole ~annual’ amount: of the

linen manufa&ure upwards of ‘one’ mllhon {ters

- lmg A ton. pf ﬁax s fuppofed o emplojr -

Jiba g alnd '?

I
LT

= - Lord SHEFPIELD on t/,’:e Irz,/b Yrade. .Arf angcment: w:tb
o Irelaml conf dered Wlth tbe Rgiwr £5 qf t/Je me C'ommzttee:‘

m 1773, and Vol IX, Pmlzamentmy Regz oy
K4 - annually«
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! annually 40 perfons, and from the foregomg com-

putatlon it appears, “that the quantlty ufed‘ is
about 312 5 tons," o' tnat thlS manufw&ory ems
ploys upon the whole ‘ 125,ooo hands. T

Scotland about I 540 tonis are annually worked»
up, ' wlnch gives employment to 61; zoo hands' '

thus the hnen manufa&ures in both counmes,
'may- :tocether be: reckoned to’ employ 186 200

"hands“’- From. ‘the’ fuperlonty of Wages it ha.s_
'lately been’ feared “that ‘the newly’ ere&ed cot-,

tofi ‘works in many “parts of Treland may ‘materi-
ally:i mJurG the hnen branch for a Workman will
 thete ‘earn” from 1350 [ 1 55. 2 week;la- lad of
.~1 3 y?eaxs old 8s; or 95 and at the fpmnmg Jenny
“as much as 1 _,s.-—-whereas at hnen weaviig ‘the
worker of fine goods can earn nomore! than 8s. 6.
eand of rcoiife goods~no more than 6s 3d i'week,

- Gils, alfo,civhoat flaxc fpxnnlng get only 25, of
g8y aiveek;  will earit in the cotton- work9 from

‘os.go‘“ﬁs. “But the: propertxes ‘of- flax appear
in @ more;; f’crzknngépomt of ‘view; Aher it is

5 conf' dered: as the: matenal of- the Tace: manuf'tc-

ture. oI F landets where'it hds” -been; m “this
branch, cartiedito its: higheft: perfe&'lon, they
reckon that one pound only, which is worth,
“from 4d.to 5d Will; When' worked up;be ralfed
to the’vq.lue of 7ooo' ﬂouns, upyva;ds of 6ool

ercies T T whlch

7

3

5 e i

e AR e
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wh1ch probably is as’ {’crong an mﬁance of the
Tucrative effets of human 1noenmty as can be
produced in the éafe of any ‘other raw matenal
whatever.#
lited, “that-if ‘France were'to exchancre on equal

E terms, her wines for the lace of Bluﬁ'el_s,-fhe
'wouldgive the produce of many thoufand acres

of wines for every fingle acre of flax § ‘
By .17 Geo. TL. ch. xxx. the aﬁ’ixmcr coun-
terfeit, Pcamps to forelgn linens 1rnported
1m1tat10n of the ﬁamps on lr1ﬂ1 and Scotch
lmens,*and expoﬁng them to- fale, as. alfo the

affixing counterfelt f’camps to any; hnen manu-

: faé]:ured m Greatw Bntam or. Tx eland and ex-

o A table exhxbmng at one v1ew ‘the comparatlve prxce

of fir 3 mateﬂzalf ‘with their proporuonately improved walxe,

in every . branch of. manufa&ure -and alt, would. be a cu-.

nous and ufeful Work

1- There is an exce]lent bpok on the fub_]e& of thls chap- ‘

ter, by M1 MARCANDIER, of whlch there is an Enghfh

'tranﬂanon in 1764 I quote t}‘e tranflatxon from an opxmon,
that even“adepts in-the French Ianguage W1ll read works hkc’ "
" this, and all’others which treat'of. agrlculture, manufaé‘tures, .
or fiance, to thé beftadvantageiin good Englifhr tranflations, -
Pecaufe, they muft contam many terms of art and revenue,.
@nd a vanety of polmcal 1d10ms thch it is dlﬂicult to com-

£y

,“prehend for the fame reafon in mattels of fclence alfo it

is, m geneml ‘Better to nge extra&s from forexgn books in

- our own language. Gl e AT

S o pofing

“And- it ‘has thereiore been calcu—-
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poﬁng the fame to fale, will incur the forfeiture
of the goods : and a penalty of sl.. for. each piece.
The: different duties on 'the importation . of thls'
article are- prlncrpally regulated by 10 Ann. c.
xix. 12 Ann, ¢ iX. and 7 Geo. TIL, ¢, viii,

: and lxxu. S

R

Durmc the 1 2th and 1 3th centuries the cloth

manufadori 1es of the- Netherlands were ‘the moﬁ

flourifhing in’ Europe, but ‘being 111 fupphed
with materials at home, they carried on an exs
tenfive trade: with  this Iﬂand “To: fupply this

k-.oreat demand a foc1ety of merchants, called
' atterwards the Wool Stapler.f combined . for the

‘purpofe’ of colleé’tmg the Wool in- various parts
of the country to convey it to the fea ports for

'exportatxon, and it appeaxs that this’ branch ‘of
" forergn trafﬁc Wi “for many years, ‘not’ iny

’permrtted but ‘enc {;raged 5 mdeed, 1t fhould

feem that, ity fpeaklng,tthe firft Jega? prohi-

‘bition occurs. as late asthe year1660," by: which

E forfelture ofthe goods and fhxp, ‘and @ penalty
of 2 2. for every {heep, :md 35.. for eVerff'i)ound

of wool exported,,xs 1hcyrred * Ieurn; pcverthca-

“,_r LR

* 32 Car. IL ¢, xxxii, § 3.

IS VIS R '."'.‘,".“ els e o ‘>‘4"; AR T R

fol. 155,

3 HARGRAVE ) me fﬁ-aé?s, cap xxvx. and cap. 1x. of B

~re&,¥

_,[~x1391€]

lefs, 'aware’lthatgas;fa'r;,back,,;as»the;reign of Ed--
ward III. temporary reftraints had beenlaid, and -

that both - James and: Charles iffued proclama*
tions, and after.them, the Long Parliament in=
terpofed - its: authority < 'with : this. view; * it
{hould alfo be remembered, "that’ though a fub-

- fidy on the'raw material was"very common in
earlier times, yet ‘the : firft regular grant on'the

manufaéture occursin 21 Edward II1. '¢¢ This,”
fays HaLE; < iwas founded on reafon and equi=

ty, for.asithe Kmo had a cuftom of 1nher1tancc'

fcttled in him:of. Wools exported .and much of

ouir: Woool now:began 1o be: draped. into: cloth-

‘and.thus exported;. it was thought: fit, that he

fhould: have - his' proportionate ‘benefit -of this .
commodity: exported inmanufadture as well as in

Specie” - Tt'wasin this king’s reign alfo, that the
woollen’ manufaétory firft gained a rooted efta:
blifbmeént in this country. : Rymzgr has preferved

a letter - of: ploteéhon, fent” by Edward in. the

'year 13 31, ta a manufaGurer in Flanders, to

. '?mVIte h}rn and hlS farmly ] fettle in England 5o
‘ and '

* RYMER s Fa’dera, Tom. I\Z fol 744 Tom. XIX

-

the third” part of HALE’s MS

4 Faedera, Tom. IV. fol." 46 For vaious regulatxons
e Ed. IIL in this axticle, fec alfo Tom, IV, fol. 702.
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and- many “other “families: we are informed fol«
lowed: their example. Ds Wirt,: {peaking of
thi‘s"eve'nt obfel ves, : that before: the . removal
of the : weaving trade to- England, the Englith

were - little better than {hepherds ;. but this- ftep

was. the:foundation,. of :her- commercml glory,-
and thé ruin of ‘the Netherlands: #. .

‘Ttwas then: that: our. Jance{’cors beo'an to feel ,
thCll’ real mtere{’c ‘and’ difcovered - that whilft .

men, women, and children were bufied in work-
ing up:the fleece, they were alfo fed. w1th the

mutton. - Then our people multlphed they ac~

quired wealth' and- power, andileft: the Nobles
of the land thould forget the’ ﬂeece, they .were
feated upon . woolfacks: in. the Senate: Houfe.

Notwithftanding the: mcreafed demand for home

confumption; Wthh muft - neceflarily have fol~,

Iowed this event, we find that - the dutres from:
the : foreign fale of - raw wool. amounted even’ .
then, to‘25o,oool annually oo Thls ﬁronglyr

720. 723. 736. 744+ 751. 757 Very coarfe cloths were made ‘

in England before thls time, and it was not till the rergn of

Ehzabeth that the manufa&ory of the very fine fort was ’

eftablifhed.. .. . . S PP
*Intercﬁof Hollmzd, p.27 R S

-t MOORE s Confi deratzom on tlie exor&ztaﬂt Pt zce qf P7 o'w-s
‘ ﬁam? p. 42. ’ o

KRS *"ﬂ:" Yoo Biy ;k,--’:

*,Memozrsqf PVooZ, V I.p 82. e
"s;':'::; _.;-‘,ff.',,. il | 1uuﬂrat€3

P S N
LR R A T S 8 & S ’.,'1.‘.. ?'_'r
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lluftrates an’ obfervatron, that the market for

this article in the rude beginnings of improve-.
ment is very feldom confined to the country

- which produces it ; becaufe being eafily tranf-
‘ported without any. preparation, and aﬁ"ording
-materials. for many manufatures, the induftry
- of other countries may occafion a demand ‘much
'beyondv that of its native country, * The un-~ .

juf’c‘iﬁable,feverivty,of :orlr ftatutes againft ’th,e‘

~exporters of. Wool has been compared to the

{pirit; of Draco’s laws. . The ‘8th Eliz. ¢, iii. is a
difgrace to any penal code, it 1s however virtu-
ally repealed by the ftatute of Charles above-men-
tioned, which is itfelf alfo, with refpe& to the
pcnalty, expreﬂly repealed. But cruel and
1mpoht1c as fuch prohlbltrons may now appear,
they mrght at that time have been neceﬂ’ary 3
for before fuch manufactories have arrived ‘at a
tolerable degree of perfeé‘aon,‘ fifcal law re-
Aqmres to be fan&loned with heavy penalues, in'
order to prevent: the unproﬁtable exchange of
‘fabrrcs3 in return for raw materrals.

At the clofe of the laft century the practice.
'of owlzng, as it was termed, that is fmug-
gling the Wools 'of England and Ireland

into France, was a fubje& of hea,vy complamt. ~§~

H I’Vealtb ofNatzoﬂs, B.I.coii. "’
1- ANDERSON s Hiffory of Commercc, Vol. II ¢ Pe 126
: R : y ‘ '1 he
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The unhmlted extent .of ‘our market rendered
the conduct of ‘our own ftaplers inexcufable in

this 1efpe& and a very fit object of parliamen-

taty ‘control :- but, after the reftritive claufes
in Y and 8 W. 11 c. 28, it might naturally be -

expected, that- fuch a ftep would be taken by
the fifter kmodom. An attempt to monopohze

a branch of trade, by pafﬁng laws to" hmlt its

price in the market, is in effect little elfe than
to beftow bounties upon fmucmhnor  Statutes
may pafs and penaltics may’ be inflicted;’ but it

~ will never prevent mater ials of general demand
from finding their way’ clandef‘cmely to the moft

advantacreous purchaf'ex .# This the Venet1ans

‘ewcpenenced in the 16th centmy, when they

almed ata monopoly of the raw, filks of Cyprus
at. a ftated puce, and 1€mally appomted officers
to watch and’ regifter the” eXportatlons of that

- ifland,’ yet with all then‘ care, the mhabltants

contnved to ﬁnu Ie nnmenfe quanmnes of thlS

articlé to Marfellles, and vamous other French

and Itahan ports in the Medlterranean. 4 In the

. fame manner and for the fame 1eafons ‘the Irxfh -

C¥ 12 an(i 22 Geo.. II. in 4 greéat meafure remedxed thxs evil, ‘

and‘ it was further reheved in 1778 and 4 '1ga1n in I780 and
b3 Iglo v
¥ MAUROCENI, H _/t’orm ifemtz(e, ps 543, det. Axgen-

tor. 1692. R s
’ ‘ woollen
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Wodlen” trade found’ ‘its way into France. It
was - carhed to fuch an alarmmg length about
thirty years 4go, that it became & matter of very
ferious confideration.” The. advantages which

France muft deri ve by {uch a contraband trade ‘,
“are obvious, when it is underftood that for many

purpofes, her own wool is too coarfe and - fhort
in the ftaple, but being mixed in the proportion
of two packs to one of Irith or Englith wool, it

can be worked up very profitably into what is
- termed the beft fecond cloths, which are thofe in

'mo&’ceneral ufe. It was then and has fince been

the received opmlon, that no other mode of pre-"
~ venting this gmevance, “could be more benefici-

ally adopted, than that of permitting the Irith ta

fend their manufa&ured woollens to England

undera duty at 1mp0rtat10n, to be drawn back on

- exportation to forelgn countries. ¥. A propofed

‘Bill ¢ for preventing the fmugghng of Wool,”

&ec. haslately been the caufe of general meetings
in fome of our coaft counties, the refults of

-+ % "The effe@ of the woollen trade of France on our mar-
Ket, at the beginning of this century, is exem'pliﬁed by the
vfollowmg fact: When the plague raged at Marfeilles, the
«demand of foreign countries for woollen goods were fo large,
.that wools. of both England and Ireland were infuificient to
fupply them: Jos, Gek, Trade and Navigation, &c: p. 67.
PosTLETHWAYTES Commercml [nterg/?, &c, V. Lps 363+

.- “which
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whlch are already before the pubhc. The {pirited
refolunons of -the meetmg held in ‘the. county

'of Suﬂ'ex, called forth "a - letter, from Mr:,
~ Joun AxstiE, who maintains, that - the prefent ,
-~ laws. are fo defe@ive as to want a thorough.reviz .
- fion, and,. that, althouoh it is -difficult. in- thls
branch fo to regulate them, that they fhall not
' nnpofe reftrictions on . pamcular perfons; yet
~he trufts, that fuch confiderations w111 have no
‘ Weloht in dec1ﬁons of Parliament *

1 thall now proceed to’ f’cate a few. pamculars
refpeé‘cmg this valuable material and its manus-

facure.. In point of quality the Wool of Spam_
 claims the firft rank, and of this what is called

the Efcurial Fleece is the fineft and the deareft,

It fells fometimes on the fpot f01 6 livres;. about

5s. a pound; which is more by two livres than

~ the average price of Spanifh wool in France.
.The wools of Caftille and Arragon, and’ the |
, black wool of Saragoﬁ'a, are alfo in high eftima-
: tlon.n When next to Spain, England 1 allowed

* See A4 Letter to. z‘r’ae Land O-wner:, ‘Waool Growers, g‘)’c :
cin tbe County of S@ﬁx, dated Devifes,. Nov. 21, in'‘the
€ Mornmfr Chronicle,” It was upon the refult of an ex-
amination of Mr. Anstie’ and. Mr.. AFrLECcK before a
.Committee of the Houfe of Commons, and’ in_confe-
.quence of their report, that leave was ngen to bung i,

thc Bill.
to
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to ‘produée this article in- the. greatef’c perfeca.
. tion, it muft not be underftood in too general
‘a fenfe; for thereis fcarcely any :thing ‘more: -
‘varlable in ‘its .price and quality -than Enghih_i

‘wool.. The fleeces in the. nelghbourhood of

Rofs, in Herefordthire, ‘are extremely. . fine,

and  have :been: known " to fell.. as high as
‘25, 4d. the pound, ' though at other : times 'tthe‘yr"‘:
fetch as low a price" a,swlglﬂrs.-;:‘th'ey;W’ere‘_lately‘:

at 16d. . the. pound. - The South Downs ‘pro-"i

~duce wool from gd. to 1s. Iod ithe: pound ;- th1s> ‘
is ‘alfo” the average -price. ‘of fome of the fine
foreft wools, ~which when mixed with the: Spa-
. mfh ferve .to' make “the fecond’ priced | fine

cloths.. The wool near Brldgnorth and about:

the Wrekinin Shropfhire;, is in- general bought -

at 1s. 6d. the :pound, andthis is ufually the

“price of- Lemf’cer wool.- “In many.patts of: Lin-
colnthire ‘it is ‘at 6d.!in" the ‘Weft Country at
43d.- and' on, Romney Marih . 1t has. been.
known  to’ fell at. -3d the pound - In fhort, it-
would: appear, upona more partlf‘ular mvef’uga- _
. tion, that" betwéen the extremes of Hereforde"’ :
thire and Kent there axe all the. various. PI‘ICCSf .
from 2s. 6d to 3d. in ‘the pound A, univers:
fal average through the. kmgdom therefore, as
* itis in many other :cafes, muft be in- thls in-
ﬁance deceitful and’ unfa.t15fa€tory, and it has"v
SR L a.ceordmglyj
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“arife from fuch a ﬁatenlelft:,, namely, that the
average price, fince the reign of - Ed. IIL

has fallen, for wool was ‘then fold at about‘}

2l. 16s:a pack, or 2d, a pound: this has

‘_ accordlngly been ftated to be from 8d. to 18’
‘the pound. ‘One obfervation, however, may-

happened becaufe our pl‘OhlblUOIlS on exporta-

Spain, -and’ our" monopoly of ‘the - ‘exportation
from Ireland, -all- 'C‘onfpired to - enlarge - the
market- ftock, ‘notwithftanding: the great- in-

foc1ety, and the extention of our- manufa®to~
ries: ¥ As, the quality. of ‘an article, -in a great

' tneafmc, regulates its price, this alfo is found

‘to be. proportlonal}y wvarious in different parts of
the kingdom. . It is unneceflary to enter

' largely into this matter. . I fhall only obferve,

that thc wool of Herefordfh1re and’ Shropfhne
o S;vu'rn s Memoir's. ‘of Wooly Vi 1. p. 6 17 4. VUL

tugal, a fimilar influence-on- the: ‘price” of- its ' gold and
filver. N.B. The price of wool in very early times. is
’taﬁly afcertalned, becaufe it was common to pay- the King’s
{ubﬁdy in this amcle. The avezagc puce in Ireland has

lately been from 9d. to 14d.”

.+ Woolin quannty alfo 'is rcmax‘kably uncertam, for it
has been known, . that 20 fleeces of fine wool have fearcely
chghed more than one of a largerfort, -

. tion, our grants of i importation, duty free, from-

©creafe. of demand from' the improved ftate of |

Ppe 9 54+ 176, 182, Proh1b1ted exportatlon has, in- Pora

. @nd E
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and fome of the heath wools are tpreferred to
mix with the Spanifh, for the beft fuperfine
cloth, and that it is prmmpally from the wool of
meoln{hlre, Nottmgham, Northamptonfhlre,
and parts of Kent, that our wmf’ced goods are
manufactured. - T hat of" meoln{hn‘e, though

coarfer - than the Kentith wool, being longer

in the ﬂaple, isin great requeﬁ for the Norwich

manufaé’cones, and it has been’ thought that -

both of ‘them might be fuccefsfully fub{htuted
in - the room of ‘Spanith wool for makmcr the
chain of the finer cloths ; a matter-which furely

~deferves fome attention, when it is remembered
"how much the quantity of fine wool is -dimi-

nifhed lately i in Shropthire and many other parts

‘of England; ﬁom the introduction of -a largc

breed of fheep; by means. of - inclofures -and
artificial graﬁ"es. The: Scotch wool, it is ima-
gined, -if’ it weére not- greafed and. tarred to
preferve the anlmal “would, ‘in. many parts,
equal the' finenefs -of our Herefordfhire fleeces.
Spam{h ‘wool is pulchafed in England from

25, 3d 0. 3s. gd. a’ pound _though "the late

average has been from 3s. 7d. 10 4s.- Itis fald.

‘that 25 of what is ufed is of the quahty from

-3s. 2d.t0- 38/ 9d a pound and that a-yard of

B broad cloth, requn es two' . pounds and a half of

L g e T T.hIS




X Amlens and Abbevxllc, 1n chardy, Darnetal Fef~
-¢hamp, Caen, St. Lo, Alengon, Reiines, Bourg, and St.
“Brieux, in Bretagne, are the chief woollen manufa&orles,

[ 18 ]
this wool. - France. has never -excelled in ' the
growth of this’ artxcle, ‘but has always de-
‘pended upon foreigners, for the: ‘materials of her
beft - woollen manufactures. . By the - ~Family

Compa& fhe i 1mports the wool of Spam, free’

of all duty for ever, and- it is to be feared that

' Ihe is 1ndebted to the flocks of meolnfhxre and

Kent for many of thofe. Ionor -combing fleeces;

whxch are worked up: at Amlens, Abbevﬂle,;'
and the ‘various manufaé’torles of Normandy,

and Bretagne * which fhe recexves pnnmpally

. through the Low Countnes. T I
- The plovmce of Berry, famous for a pecuhar

* kind of Cloth which goes by its name, is faid to be
»fupphed with wool from fheep of its own growth,

and weare lately told that M. D‘’AvBENTON, near

i‘Montbaxd in Burorundy, has a breed of theep .
whofe wool is fo fine as'to be fold at five livres
the pound. This gentleman is one of the prmcz-

pal promoters of a {pirit which is now gone forth "
- in France, for encoulaglng and 1mprovm0‘ the

H

though there are many others of note in thofe provmces :

‘they are,. for.the moft part, employed on ratteens, ferges,

v -:and fine cloths, i‘ome of thch they profefs to make cnnrely :
Pf Spamfh wool,

growth

o191

| gfthh"OF Wool: He is the author of a Worl;

called Infiruttion pour les Bergers et pour les Pro=
prietaires de Troupeaux,. which, ‘.though not {o
extenfive as M. CARLIER’s Traité des Be‘t_é&t:&
Laine, from its form and the ﬁmplicity of its
ftyle, 1s better calculated to have its intended
effect., ‘Thefe are menmoned as good antxdotes
to any defpondenaes whlcll may arife upon
hearmcr of fuch natlonal exertions among; our
nelghbours, for they prove that: their country-

- . men-are‘at prefent fo very far behind us in the

cultlvatlon of lheep, and - labour againt fuch a

| varlety ‘of natural and’ pol1t1cal obﬂ:ru&lons, tha&

there“can’ be little room for _]ealoufy on our part.
Much has been faid “of the lownefs ‘of wages

. and ‘the cheapnefs of materlals ih this branch of

French' manufa&ure, yetit is very demonﬁrable,

“that both then‘ very ﬁne cloths dnd their coarfe
“woollens are as dear as'in England "The beft :

cloths of Sedan, Louvxers, ‘and A’bbevxlle, fell
at twenty thillings the Englith yard, and theyv
are generally thought to be of a ﬂ1ghter texture( -
and lefs durable than our fuperfines. At

VAuxerre, Samur Macon, Grenoble, _Vlenne, .

Arles, ‘and “‘many .towns in the pxovmce of

“Olleans, _coarfe woollen’ Serges are ~for * their

quahty, found to be hlgher prlced than the farnc
L3 S artmlea |
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amcles are with us: Their fecond cloths alfo,
~which do not excel ours. of. twelve thillings the

“yard, cither in the texture or the dreﬂing, are
~ fold ‘at Vervms Fontalne, Chalons, and other
parts: of Champagne, and about Pou‘f’cxers, from =
fifteen to fixteen livres four fols the yard : At
, Rommtm 1ndeed in the generahty of Otleans, '
lthere 15 a manala&ory of ‘white . cloths, made
\ ';wrth equal proportlons of. Spamfh and, Berry
: wool which is in . high eftimation, and from
 certain. local advantages, {ends. out, its, goods
_' better ﬁmfhed -and at a. mme reafonable prrce.
| Of the preference gtven to.our, Woollens before
, thofe of France, LorD. SHEFFIELD has related
“a curious . inftance. _;.“ In the late: war, ,When
e France granted a fum of money,. to Congrefs, ‘

« for cloathmo the Amencan troops,( M.

“‘ Laurens, Jun. Was employed to plOVldC 1t
“¢¢ but inftead of hymg out the money in France, '
¢ he went to Holland, and bought EnOhfh
4' < cloths, and fent | them to Amerrca . The
| « French Mlnlfler complalned but Mr. L.
RRL _]u{hﬁed hlmfelf by fayrng it was. hls duty to
¢ ¢ do the bef’c he could Wlth the money, and that
o« the Enghfh cloths of equal price Wlth thev'

“ F Y ench were much better Tk

e Oé]‘ewdtz‘om_an :&e,emmrce.zf the Amcrtféﬂf Statesy pe T1a -

In

TR,
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~In'the preparanon ‘of our woollen cloths, and
the manner of offering them to the market, the

;procefs in the north of England and in the we{t

is remarkably dlfferent Ttmay readlly be con-

ceived by a litcle 1eﬂe&1on, how, not only the
price of the commodity and its propofed qualxty,

but the induftry alfo, and even the morals of

~the wmkmen may be affeed by thxs cxrcum--
ftance. Let us compare Wlth fuch a view the
ftate of the two manufaé‘tomes 3 though it muft
be confeﬁ'ed that by the general affimilation of

manners and cu{’toms, whxch has fpread, of late

years into the remoteft provmces, and among al,l'
ranks of life, the lmes of contraf’t are gradually .

'growmg famter. ,

In rnany parts “of York{hlre, the woollen

manufa&ory s’ carrled on by fimall farmers and
"freeholder%, who both buy and grow wool, and
jwhofe w1ves, daughters, and fervants {pin i it in

the long winter evenmos, and at fuch times as

: they are not employed in their farms and dairies;
'the ma{’ter of the farntly elther fells thls produce

It is then rmlled cleanfed and brought to
,market but when' fold there, he can be paid for:
RO greater number of yards than the cloth wd}-' N
: ’meaﬁne after havmg been well foaked in water.
| Thus all' frauds in firetching, tentering, &c. are
B I_,4. v eﬂ'eétually
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effetually  prevented. . The perfons- who buy
this cloth, generally act upon commiffion, at a
very low rate; and afterwards get the cloth

;* dyed dteffed and ﬁmfhed - The Whole in thxs" .

vmanner pafles. through various hands mdepen-

‘dent. of each other, and bemg thus mdependent, '

.they are all rivals, and are ammated with the
fame defire: of brmvlncr their goods to, market
' upon the cheapef’c terms, and of excelhng each

other. - Their Journeymen likewife are httle '
removed from the degl ce and condmon of theu' v

maﬂers ). and know that the mdu{’try and frugahty
_of a few years wﬂl enable them to. fet up for
vthemfelves.: Thus they are generally rnoral

\\\\\

:15 camed on b ] a very dlﬁ"erent proeefs, and the |

effes., are accmdmg]y oppoﬁte. F Here _one

:perfon w1th a great ftock and large c1echt buysf

.....

from the ﬁtft Ptaoc to the 1a{’t and employs .

v perhaps a thoufand petfons under hlm thefe,
Jnany ¢ of them, work together 1n the fame {hop,

,comequently have opp01tun1t1es to corxupt each '
_other, and to cabal aoamft thelr ma{’ters. , They \
have httle hope of adyancmg themfelves by '

then mdu{tryﬁ, and theref __re thlnk 1 no cr1me 0

get
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get as much wages as poffible, and too often
-reconcile their confciences to frauds on their

mafter’s property. . It is needlefs. to pomt out
the other ill effeéts of fuch management ; they

~have ﬁequently made thernﬁ,lves fuﬁimently

notorxous m riots and mfurreéhons. * 1 fhall not
enter into .any’ partlculals on either of :thefe
manufa&orles, ‘but cannot. foxbear addmg one :
remark more before I quit the fubject. - ..o

Ina Letter ﬁgned A'WooLLEN. DRAPER we

: are told of above Jive bundred clothmo towns in

. Franee, upon the authorlty of a Lift, publithed

p about fix and twenty .years ago.}. N ow . ad-
: mlttmg thls to-bear cas f’trongly on the pomt as’

poﬁible, if the writer really. de that: Woollm
Draper which he would wifh to feem,, “he cannot-
be ignorant of the. 1nfuﬂic1eney of fich a ftate-
ment alone; to eftablifh. any e{’t1mate. ButT

can take upon me-to aflert on' my own obferva.-
- tion, and .inquiries,, that from {ome of the towns

enurnerated in his 1iff, the fcanty trade carried

‘ on in the year 1760, has totallv vamihed that in

* As I never remember to have met thh a cleal er ac-’_
eount of th1s~we'11-known dlftméhon between our northemg
and weftern’ Clothlers, I:did-not. fcruple to adopt it almoft

in the very words.of a Pamphlet now: become. fcarce, called

' I7g/iruﬁzamfar Tm«vellef 5 by Dr. TuckER.. ..

P.J4, and the Lxﬁ; annexed to the Letter’. . r :
' 7 fome

i
S
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fome others, particularly in’ Champagne and

Soiﬂ"ons',y the bufinefs is conducted on a very .

‘contratted fcalé, for the moft' part in a few

private - houfes,” and’ that in’ many places which,

formerly were famous for their fine cloths, the
looms’ are  now prmapally employed in the
Workmg of Serges, Etamines, and light Druggets.
It muft at 'the fame time be confeﬁ'ed that ‘new
manufa&orres both of fine and coarfe Woollens
havé been eretted in " that kmgdom, and ‘that
fome ‘old ones Have been extended ; but: num-
bers' alone are an madequate teft in ‘this matter ;
-t may admit of 4 doubt, if we e*ccept Langue—
’,doc, whether the broad looms of" Glouceﬁerfhlre
and Wilthire do” not annually fend to. market,
alitioft as: large a qmntlty of the very. beft cloths,
as all the provinces of ‘France.” How long this
may ‘continue to be the cafe, is another que{hon.
On- thls feore, the WOOLLEN DRrAPER 'merits

every eommendatlon for the zealous and fenﬁble |
' manner in’ Wthh he ﬂands forth to call the atten— :
~tion ‘of his countrymen ‘and fellow ‘traders to a‘

N point fo clofely conne&ed with then' fature com-

) mercral We}fare. . T 0 a perfon whofe mqmnes '

“have never been: dire&ed to the fubject, it.is not

eafy to ex‘plam how wide” an mﬂuence the’ faté.

' of our Woollen trade ha on natronal profperrty.
F alhng on many other branches of manufa&ure,}
an

[‘\155 ]

~an’ injury may be ‘comparatively partial, and
~though perhaps - feverely felt for a time, by

that clafs of artificers whofe ftock-and fkill are
engaged, will not occafion much diftrefs, beyond
a certam nelghbomhood and a partlcular rank

accompanied by fuch a train of. conneéhons and
dependencies through which it both commu-

~ nicates, and: receives fupport, dlfperfes employ-
~-ment and . wealth -among : fuch.a variety of

departments, and is o, und1ﬁ1ngu1{hably umted
with our. Landed Property, that_it, neceﬁ'arlly
mvolves in its fate, the mteref’ts of the whole
communlty, from the Yeomanry to. the Throne.
On the. drfcuﬁion therefore of an artlcle fo ex-

tenfive and 1mportant in its confequences, we .
~ have no reafon to. doubt that the wifdom of the
' ‘Leglﬂature will , be. d fpafﬁonately exerted :
'That . on :.one. hand they will. not fuﬁ“er the
: .preyudrces of falfe patrxoufm or the. 1ow Jealouﬁes
‘of trade to. obﬁru& the meafure, if it appear to
be expedrent merely becaufe. 1t may confer
“equal. and. reciprocal advantages;.nor on: the
+-other,. be. prevaﬂed ‘upon by {pecious arguments
.and interefted declamation,- to run any: r1{k of
A{acrificing the produce perhaps of more than
“‘half the looms in the We{’c of England to the

o unneceﬂ‘ary

‘of men: .But the Manufaﬁure of the Fleece is
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unneceﬁ'ary Porcelams of Worcefter,- or thc
- ornamental To oys of Sheﬁield Sdh{bury, and
Birmlngham. e : TR

e T R O ST o L

GENERAL REFLECTIONS

GE‘ CONOMY whlch has been fo vanouﬂy d1f~ ‘

cufled, as the qﬂ?ﬂ of the przce of labour on Com=~
mercml Compezztzon * It {hould be obferved thatk

the’ quefhon of high and’ low wages is'not to'be
determmed merely by the pay of the workmen,

eeeee

the prlces of all other artlcles, elther native or

foreign,’ and by ' comparing the manufa&ured |

produét alfor of different countnes, with ° a v1ew.f
to chfcover at What average prtce the’ fame goods |

mode of 1nqu11y it wﬂl m general be found that f |

Iabour ina country of low, - wao”es 1s cOmpara—

nvely dearer, _than where wages aret hlgh, and

that’ confequently iR moﬂ: cafes: the: rich country
thl be able ‘to: underfell the’ poor one, becaufe,

-its” goods will miote than compenfate by thetr’:
quahty for any excefs of prtce. It cannot | be -

* TUCKER s Faur Tmc‘ls, Traé‘t_ I.'-vSMIT"; . W?:altb of

Vﬂtmm, B I. ¢ yiily det. 17864

\ r-l.»

L doubtcd,“
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doubted, that as < the hberal reward of labour

S s the neceflary eﬂ'e& {o is it the natural”

« fymptom of increafing wealth ;” for when the |
produéhve powers of labour and i Ingenuity are

B thus excited, mduf’cry mu{’c mn all its departments:'

become more refined, as. well as more dexttou_{
and aéhve 1n 1ts exettlons. In a manufa&ory ‘
where the dlﬁ'erent proceﬂ'es are diftributed to

dxﬁ‘etent workmen, each Wlll in. hlS dtf’cmé‘c‘

branch be more expert than if he were under the

necefﬁty of undertakmg many different branches

at .once ‘in order to gam fubfiftence. Such

| dextenty begets- competxtxon, and - this neceffa-

rlly reduces the prxce 3-¢“ whereas in the country |
“ of low wages, itis in the power of 'one wealthy -
¢ man, to monopohze the trade, and to fet

- ¢¢ what prtce he chufes on his goods.”* 'Ihat
- the- low. price of labour will not. command a

market, may be fhewn by the followmcr in-
ftances : When the iron of Sweden arrives .in
England, it has paid duties of export, 1mp0rt,‘
and the expence of frelght ; to .this muft be
added the cofts of carriage .to and from the

" places of manufatture, the price of the Jabour

there ‘beftowed upon it, and the duty to which
it is- liable on its return home under this new
¥ Pour-Tradls, p, 340 R
form s
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form 3 yet with all this accumulated chargc upon
it, ‘we are ablc to underfell the Swedes them-
felves in thelr own market; and every attempt

on their part at competmon has' proved hitherto -

‘ineffeftuals Ttis exaé’dy the {ame cafe with the

Bay Yarn of Ireland, whtch, notw1th{’cand- 4

ing all the charges of 1mportat10n, conveyance
and manufaé‘mre, is“worked’ up here and
’ret,urned ‘chieaper " to ‘the Irifh market, than
afie had been manufaétured at home. It is not,
as fome have lately afferted, the higher price of
our labour which has given the Flench an-ad-

vantage OVer us in- the Levant and Portugal :

“trades, but rather the indifference of “our manu--
faftures, and ‘their unwillingnefs to accommodate
their fabrics- to’ the tafte of - thofe ' markets, ‘in

which, by reafon of the climate, ¢heap cloths of -
a ﬂwht texture will ever be prefened to fuch as -

are more durable. Afier all, it may be doubted
whether it would be worth while for - our
cloth1ers to attempt the recovery of this tr ade,
at the rifk of facrificing a " better ;- for- every
1oom employed in ‘the weaving of Druggets,
“muft occupy matemals and labour which mighit
be moreé proﬁtably apphed in’ the working” of
broad cloths §- add t0 this,  that the {fame com-
petmon which would be fervxceable in higher

branches, by rendeung the goods cheap, muft
~ here

T A 1
here be prejudicial,, becaufe the ongmal low
price of the commodity, would fink the neceffary
reduction of profits beneath the merchant’s eon'-'
fideration: * An effort madeat Penryn, in. com;

wall,-about 30 years ago;. proved unfuccefsful :

‘for want of proper encouragement, and.almoft
ruined the ‘patriotic projector.# - Ireland. mdeed
by- being admitted to-the’ advantages ~of the
Methuen-Treaty, might in-time, | perhaps;" be

~enabled - to {upplant France ' in’ the” Drugget
| trade.ﬁ Butthe circumftance of being underfold:
~ is not the only ground of ‘apprehenfion for the
~ fafety of trade, with thofe who draw their 'argu—»

ments from a- comparifon between the value of

labour in different countries. The' danger: of

emlgtat1on has been largely infifted- upon, and
fears  have: been fuggefted that manufactories-

“will be transferred from a” dear country, ‘to oné

where the means of fubfitence are cheap. It
would be lofs of time to fhew the fallacy of fuch

a fuppoﬁtmn, and the abfurdlty of concenrmg'-

T will not fuppofe fo little virtue to be in that part of
England, as the Author of Propa/' frions for improving the
Manufzzé?orzes, &e. of Great Britain, in 1463, would 1nﬁ-
nuate, ‘when-he fays, “this gentleman was almoft ruined,
% becaufe he thought it his duty to vote againft the p1efent’

*¢ reprefentatives: of the bmough of Penryn, at the laft
7 L0 genelal ele&lon.” p. 32. i : R

4 v | . ‘that;,

T"—,'}\t
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that ant'i’ﬁ‘cersgqf any. clafs would volunterﬂ}ﬁa

exchange high wages for low, or, in other words,

~would: . quit good -provifions, ‘and comfortablet .
| habltatxona, for: ‘meagre fareand wretched hovels. -

In fa&, the high price even of the neceflaries of

i lee, has feldom: been i injurious to the progrefs
of mduf’cry, nay in:.fome inffances-it has been
the meéans: of: calling: forth hew’. and. fuccefoful»

e'xertxons of labour-and: fkill, and’ has 1ed. to

very 1mportant difcoveries in- Arts and. Manufac- .

: torles. It was when the Pledmontefe were oppref
fed by the taxes and exations of the. SForz as,

who for fome years perﬁ{‘ced mn hedvy affeflments .

of their harvefts, and-their markets, -that: they

firlt camed their fabrxcs of, filk to '3 degree of .

reﬁnement and expedition, by the. 1ntroduction
of mechanifin into fome- parts - of the procefs,

~that no Em opean countxy was able to enter into
It 13 not dﬂﬁcult in

' competmon w1th them. *:

fhox t

x. M’U‘RFAT‘OR»I-,‘ Diif'ert_“fil - Tom VIII. It is through :

them we are, indebted  to-  this cncumﬂance, perhaps, for

LOMBE ’s ﬁupendous Machine, on the river Derwent, near
Derby.
ing under the difguife of a common Weaver.—By 5 Gke.
IL. c. viii., S1r. T LomeE obtained 14,000l..2s a reward
for this ferwce to the Silk Manllfa&01y. ‘The: Machine
contains 26 586 wheels, and 97,746 movements, thch

HI‘-Ie procured a model of it in Piedmont, by work-"

“work |

T e

i

~ countervail the effe of high wages.
obvxous m all thofe articles where labour and :
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fhort' to conceive, that, in a ftate ‘where the -

balance between the prices: of labour and of
wages is left to regulate itfelf, and is never made

the obje& of civil policy, the rate of common

{ubfiftence and of the conveniences of life may

‘be fo low as to prevent any improvement in.
manufa&ures, if not entirely to exclude them.

In opulent COUHtI‘lCS fuperior {kill- may often
This is

materials are the leaft part of the value, and may

be exemp lified in moft of the artlcles in the |
warehoufes of Manche{’cer and Blrmmgham.:

A want of tafte and wvariety in their fabrics was

formerly the general complamt agalnf’c our:
Englith manufaéturers, and they were on that

account frequently fupplanted by their neigh-

bourmg r1vals, the French, whofe accommo-
dating . mvenuon was contmually devxﬁng NEwW -
forms .and- patterns of goods, and - ftudying
‘textures fuited to the tafte and chmate of their.
but of late years a total’
revolution has been eﬁ‘e&ed in ‘our manufaCa,

various (}UftOfﬂC_IS

work y 3,726 yaxds of or ganzine filk thread every tlme thc "’

wate1 wheel goes round, which i it does thrxce in a mmute.

Tts erection in this country was confidered as fuch an an ary:
_to Piedmont, that an Italian artiff, it is faxd was fent over

0 England to aﬁ'aﬁmfxte the proprigtor, -

M L ;ures H
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tures; for'while in fome of them, nien of fcién-

- tific. ancl hberal mlnds have, by a feues of well= ,

_ conduced- experunents, produced new - forms
and” combmatxons of materlals, others have'
beftowed upon them fuch variety, f’trength and’

beauty of Workmanfhlp, that they are diftin-

, gulfhed by a deaded prefet ence in almoft every
'lhls Is ‘the cafe 1n Swrtzerland Wlth'
;"‘1efpeét to - our cottons, woollens, and varlous'
articles of houfehold furmture, our ‘finer works
. in’ iron ‘and fteel, the claffical produétlons of
our Eﬂglz/b Etrurm, and the long catalogue of
toys and trmkets, notw1th{’tand1n0 the v1c1n1ty'
of France, and the boal‘ted cheapnefs of her
labgur.# "It is Pull mote pomtedly the ‘cafe in-

meu K(‘Z‘t

Amerlca, for when that country had contra&ed

a debt of four mllhon ﬁerlmg, to the merchants ;
“of this ifland, for accumulated ftores of Brltxfh‘:
manufaé‘ture, they attempted to feck fupphes in'’

their own 1ndul‘tty, and in the trade of France

and’ I—Tollancl but what has ‘been the con-*
fequence? aftér many fruitlefs attempts to fuper-*
fede’ the ufe of ‘our ‘manufactures, théy have
at . laﬂ: chofen to become our cuftomers again,
becaufe, as their merchants confefs, our fabucs
are better ancl cheaper than thofe of other coun=:

* TUCKER s sz:dLeltei 0 Necker, P. 39 41. o0
4 R ; tries,
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tues, and this they think it for their advantage

to do, though (as it hath been obferved) ¢ at: |
< an expence of 40 per cent..at leaft dearer than -
¢ they might have ‘done ha.d they contmued;
¢¢ their allegiance;” it appears \valfo_.that evert
in the late war, fuch was the preference given to
our . cotton rn;mufiétUres, that the Manchefter -

traders could have found employment for many

thoufand additional hands.*
Examples might eafily be multlplled, 1f it

were neceflary, to fhew the fallacy of conclu- -
fions; in favour of the manufactiring intereft,

“drawn from the low price of provifions “and
Our fifter kingdom would - furnifh
many ; ‘for there, notw1thl’tandmg the patuotlc '
‘bounties of - the Dublin Society, and a great
- variety of parha.mentaly aids, Britifh manufac=
~tures of almoft every fort, under the cllfad-.

labour.

vatntages': of Freight, Duties, Land Carriage,

and Commiffion,. are able fucce‘fsfully'to‘ com-"
~ pete with Trith goods in their - own -market.
The more labour and ingenuity is exerted in’
any manufatture, the f’tronger will thefe: prin=
ciples be found to operate on the comipetition in:
favour of the rich country.. T imber and metalsz

* Lmd SHEFFIELD s Comme; ce. qf t/.:c Amerzmn Smm,'

P- 280 -
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may be procured more readily, "and. purchafed
cheaper in- the forefts of Norway, and at the

:mines of Siberia ;. ‘but trace. thefe materials
through the whole progrefs of - their fabrication

-in different . countries, the moft advantageous

‘market will ‘be found among people who .are
nch and flourithing, whofe artificers more than
compenfate by their dexteutv and expedition
~for the advanced price of their wages. The
tedious and aukward procefs of undivided
labour, a neceflary effe of {flender capitals,
‘mutft fhrink from fuch a competmon nor pre-
- fume to oppofe any negatlve or partial benefits
to be derived from -poverty, to that {pirit of

which are in opulent kingdoms: excited, che-

“rifhed and " improved, by the animating influ-
~ence of large-Demand, the fecurity of Stock, .

enterprize, - that habitual indoftry - and fkill,

the unimpeded circulation of- ‘Capital, high

Credit, and extenfive Correfpondence,

Ttisin fuch countries, that the happy effeéts of "

llbe-ral reward are exemplified in a variety of in-

- ventions, conducive to the real comforts"of.“life,'
~andin Works of i ingenuity and tafte, which inno-

ecntly add tothe elegancies of fociety : even exotic
manufa&ures, under fuch cir cum{’cances, will be

rranf _planted and carned to matunty, Wlth compa-

2. . rauvely
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’ ratxvely lefs careand expence than foreign vegeta..
bles': “another country may indeed, in fome arti--
cles, enjoy « certaln local and natural advantaves,'

againft which competmon ‘would be' 1mpoht1e,'

and in fuch a “cafe there is no- doubt,’ greater
,beneﬁt would arlfe by “becoming her cuftomer,
‘than by waﬁmg capltals in extravagant pro_]eéts,?
Wthh might be: very produéhvely employed in
native manufadories. <€ It would be an untrea-
fonable ‘law to prohlblt the importation of all
forewn wines, merely to ericourage the makmgj

of Claret and Burgundy in Britain,” * and in

this. m{’cance it ‘might be for the intereft of a
: coun.try to be underfold by foreigners in her’
own- malket ; but I cannot agree to make {0 ge-.
neral an apphcauon of this rule as fome writers:
have done, or to fubfcribe ‘to- that unquahﬁed?
poﬁnon, that whenever a manufa&ory cannotl
ftand the “teft of competition, the fooner it is

abolifhed the better : great allowances fhould
be 1made for the penochcal derangements to

which all artificial {yftems- are liable, nor are
our fabricks of ﬁlk and cotton to be n‘nmedl}-{
ately abohﬂled though they ‘may not. enjoy -
that unmterrupted train of {'ucc\,fs, which ufus .
Cally attends a manufaé‘ture fupphed with natwei A

LE W’e”altb of Natia;g;, B. _IY.uch, ii. .
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mateuals. Had fuch policy been purfued, the

wealth of Cowntry had never been added to
the oreneral Pcock # nor Pm/lqy have fupplanted
thc filks: of . sztabfelds, or fupphed (as - is

'4 -known to be - the cafe Wlth that manufa&ure)

moft countries in Europe Wlth its gauzes.. - "The

matetials of the cotton manufa&ory are enurely'

of forelgn growth, but being eftimated,
every manufacory ought to be, in’ proport1on

to-its power of 1mprovmg fuch materials; and. -

' accordmg to its’ demand of {klll and. labour,

ed than n: thls H yet it is not many years ﬁnce
doubts- were’ entertalned “how far it might be

expedient to encourage- a manufa@cure which
feemed fo likely to mmench upon. the interefts
of our.woollen tr ade ; and the fame bad pohcy .

e The ave1 agc ann\ml amount of ubbands manufa&uredii

at that place is about 500,0001 KEYSL}-.R in his Travels,
“in the year 1730, having fpoken of the difficulties with

o which the filk manufarftule of - this country - long {huggled ‘
: adds, “ but now in Italy itfelf the filks of England are |
moﬁ eﬂeemed and bear a gleater prxce than thofe of Italy ,"
fo that at Naples when a tladefman would hlghly recoms

mend his goods, he’ protefts they are right Englith.”” Col
lection of _‘T;awelc, V. 1L p. 276, AR

g A Examination of the Commercial Prmczp[es Qf the
Aeie Ne’cmtz(mon, 8vo. p. 137+, 1762.

Which o
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Wthh has oppleﬁed many. othex branches, was
foon after exerted upon this, - by, fubjecting its
materials to a duty. on importation. Nothing
but that fuperiority  of fkill and capital, - which
chaxa&erlzes the txade of England, and ena-
bles.it to maintain the market under many dif-
advantages, could have fupported the fabucks
of Manchef’cer thus taxed, ~againft the fplrlted
exertlons of the Rouen manufa&ory, conducted
by an En gh{h artift, * and affifted 1n its capltal
by large periodical fupphcs; from Government.
That the cotton manufactory has, in fome

_meafure,. been injurious to the woollen branch

cannot be difputed, but whether this ought to
be conﬁdered as a univerfal i 1nJLuy ‘may admit
of doubt; fuch' an' inference cannot furely be
drawn from - any influence it has had in thc '
neighbourhood of its fettlement, either in Eng-

' land or Ireland, nor from its general effects on

our natlonal wealth and populatlon. + Butasa
s : SRS / proof :

® Mr HOLKER. Two of ARKWRIGHT s Mllls are now )
ere&ed in the neighbourhood of Rouen. -The judicious -
‘bounty -of our Kine, to the newly ere&ed Cotton-
works, ‘at Eton, is worthy of grateful remembrance.
+ It is computed, that in Lancafhire, Chetfhire, Derby-
fhire, Nottmghamﬂnre, and Leicefterfhire, above §oo,000
M4 T perfons,v
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proof to how great a length the contratted

jeaIOUﬁcs ‘of trade may be carried, we have

4 “heard even the Linen manufa&ory exclalmed ,
: agamf’t -as an exotlc., About fifteen years ago,

when a bill was pxopofed for i its encouragement
the zealous advocates for the woollen trade
were not content to oppofe the *Bill on’ what
mlght have been admltted as tenable ground

 but attempted to convert a polztzml oéjeﬁ‘zon to
~ the expediency of the" meafure into a phyfical
impediment to the produé’clon of the’ materrala :

neceﬂ'ary n this fabric:' If ‘it be- allowed to

argue from our home confumpuon, we may qucf— :

tion whether under plOpCr reefulatlons our Linen

: manufaé’cory might not be rendered as produc-

tive as our’ Cotton for it has been computed

| that we aﬁ'md at prefent a market to Ireland in
this article; to the amount. ‘of one million ﬂ:erhng '
annually, and “that 'although- four‘-ﬁfths‘of this'

perfons, including women and children, are employed in '
In Ireland, befide the eftabh{hments‘
near Dublm, there ~are: now - lartre Cottonworks’ in. the
county of Kildare.  Their rapid progrefs may be- infer -
~ red from -this circumftance; that a folitdry cottage on the
Bog of -Allen, :in the year 1780, is now converted into a-
fourifhing town. deFFIELD s State of Ireland, P197.
T e : importation-

the cotton br anch

“an equal if not a greater amount.*

L o169 71
‘importation’ be for home confumption, we ftil}
find employment for our own manufa&ories to

Auffer themfelves to.be thus governed by. the
felfith and illiberal principle of monopoly, will

‘Men ,who

- find perpetual occafion for jealoufy and alarm,'

fince every benefit conferred upon anothef -

jury to their own.
view to gratify for its profeﬁional advantage ;

- branch of trade, muft feem to' operate as an in-
Each clafs has {fomé partial

that which will fu1t the Manche{’ter trader. may

prejudice the merchant of Leeds, and the 8 atifi-
cation of both thefe will raife an outcry in Bir-
mingham, and Staffordfhire.

But 1t is ‘not the

flourithing or the declining ftate of any partlcular _

manufacture; that neceflarily implies general

to,the reft.  Minds truly patriotic are fwayed in
their operations by nobler motives, and aim at

ruin, or-that ought to impede a meafure falutary

objects more extenfive and important than thec

gratxﬁcatlon of private intereft.

It fhould be the objeft of a commercial -

country to obferve a fcrupulous impartiality

in the extenf' on of its care to every ufeful branch

* A report of the late board ~of trade, rélativc to the

tinen manufa&ure in ]uly, 1 780, SHEFFIELD’s State of

4778]471(1, R : ,
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of trade, and to diftribute its ‘bounties ‘and pro-
;f'teéhons in' fuch an equal manner among all
‘claffes of manufa&ures, that they may have no
‘private or detached ‘intereft,” but growing up
"together in - due fubordmatlon, may form one .
.oompa& fyﬁem of natlonal mdu{hy o

\':




