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- My inclination to obey your commands

would hardIy héve got the better of my .
: fcruples, if thie fteps that have been taken .
| to promote this fcheme, did not call on. .
~every man who difapproves of it, to
| declare his fentiments aloud. ——Sllenceﬂz‘f_
in the prefent cafe may be miftaken for

» mdxﬁ'erencc, |

"‘l'.\v

' H E propofed alteratlon i the Iaw

T of Enta1ls, isa meafure of fuch
3 ‘mlportant concern to Scotland; Whether '

- confidered as it will “affe&t 1nd1v1duals5
‘or the pubhc, that it is Wwith diffidence
“and reluGance I have' brought myfelf to_" |
» comp}y with' your requeft, in glVlﬁg my
‘opinion onfo" mtereﬁmg a fubjedt.—
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m(’hfference, or conftrued mto conf’entg

and is. therefore blameable, if not. cr1~

Ir I am rlghtljy mformed the F aculty

- of Advocates ‘were 4at no lofs to decide

- ﬁmyﬂy“, aftér a difcuffioni;of a feW*’mu—
- hutes, for the repeal of a law tranfinit-

- ted by our anceftors, and by . Wh1ch a

S great part. of the propertx of this countryb
~1s held ;

~and it is to be hoped.a prlvate
man may be indulged in pronouncing his

fentiments on a fubje& of fuch general
_concern; after having taken:time toexa-

mine what has been fald on both ﬁdes

~of the, quefions,. . il s o

iR ; DG

ks 8 ackno,.wledge I was. one of the mul—- |
fuu;,ele,,, wha,, ﬂmuck Wlth r;he fcemmfr inr:
- convenigncies: 'u;tendmg the unzequal dﬂ'

tmb,ul:lon»,of land in:; Sc‘otlan,d“ lmputed,

all of them to. Enxallc:r, -and,, iimagined.,
o they xmght;, be pem.ov.ed atronee, by. as. |
bolithing

Wh,at,p ‘ab.ﬁrﬂ: VlC}W, ;I too;k: to, .
be thez_ aufe of them. e il
A ﬁzurﬂ:f part:of 1. 1he rml property qf z‘]Ja},

rozmtry i erz‘:mzrszb poﬁ" &zlzz‘y of its: being:

br; ougbt na. commerce——-—Credzzar.r . jap‘pozxzz:f-;;

ed, . if not- d:;ﬁauded—»—l’ ounger: children unpro=.
: fvzded for—Gréaz,. men. aacumulazzvza ej)m‘ey, :
- and: z‘empz‘ea? 20. fpmd z‘be rents of z‘bem our: of

zhe\ Countryy - &:C .
: TH ESE

:mg an mfhtumon
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n LHEsr appearances made 1mpref’10n
on me ;. and, W1thout looking fﬂrther, I

| _]omed in the cry, Down W1th Entaﬂs,

WaEN. the meafures. taken by . the’

. Faculty of Advocates, had called on e h

very Scoftﬁnan to confider thlS matter; :

) maturer, T foon- perceived chﬂ‘icultxes L
~ that had not before occurred to me; and __
T am net, afhamed 1o lown; that the i in=.

_ ﬁru&lon I recelved ﬁ*om Mr Dah‘ymple $
‘pamphlet on  this- fub_]egt ‘contributed

-not:a little: to make an- entire proielyte}’

of: me, as Tam perﬁladed it will do of e~ |

- very man who argues only for: the fake

of .truth and mf'ormatlon, and is not

ewrong-headed enough to thmk hxmfelf »
“bound” in honour to adhere to an’ error, :
,becau{'e he has once aﬁ‘erted ite

It muit, however, be aHowed thét- :

fthe.abufe of the prefent law of Entails

has been attended w1t11 {ome dxfadvanta-'

ges; but fince we- are in the reformmo‘

ﬂram, it 1s by y no means dlﬁcult to cor-?'

ret all the inconveniencies reﬁ.ﬂtmg
 from that abufe, without totally abolifh~
~which will be found,
“on due conﬁderauon, to. be the beﬂ:}: -
" 1means to prevent the. Very grrievances it
o is fuppofed to-create: . |

& _,{E;.
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IF we. can fuppofe the- propofed law“
or alte1 at10n to take place, it cannot be -
in this’ dﬂﬁpaumT age;
great quantltles of' land will fooner or
~ Iater be brought to ‘market, pmces will
L fall of' courfe, ‘and men, forced to. part’
with their mhemtances, _W111 look out for

- purchafers where there i$ money to be.
- had, and Wln find ‘in England the pof g
- feflors. of 140 imlhons vefted in ftock,
. and only waiting an opportnmty to rea-‘f:-..
- lize, ready to purchafe in. Scotland as’
faft as any thlng Worth Whlle {hall be of— g

that

fered to fale.

B § it is admltted that thlS may be the
| cafe, it will not be'i 1mproper to. propofe
the followmg querles.‘ ” 3 S
~ Ir Englithmen are to be tempted to;.
| ’.‘_make purchafes of our land, Is it likely
they will come down here and refide 7
Is it not more likely that they will re<
main in England, and fpend theé “rents
of their eftates there, as is the cafe with'
refpe@ to Ireland and the Weft Indies,
 which countrles tho* rlch in themfelves,A
dre. confe{Tedly beggar ed by the abfenitees
t :('pendmc their rents in Encrland ! And
can we’ 1magtne, that any iotive cam
tempt a rich man to 1eﬁde in Scot]and
B Xcept

{7]

except a natural attachment to the place |
;of his nat1v1ty, and the advantages ari+
fing from the refpe& he derives from the

~ reputation of his anceftors and his famlly-
connections ;. and can it be for the bes
© nefit of this’ country, or of its commerce, |
~ that all the land of jt fhall belong to en

who can have ho natural attachment but .

‘muft have the prejudice of manners and -
; chmate to ﬁruggle with, as well as the
ungracious receptlon they - may expe&: B

from the natives on their firft arrival 2
Can it be for the mtereft of the owners |

- of land to brmg down the price of it; fo
that Where L! 100 a year is now Worth'ﬁ‘_

L. 3000, and’ perhaps coft that fum, it

ﬂlall be reduced to be only worthL.2 5002 -

‘THE only argument of weight I have-

“heard : advanced againft the prefent law of

Entails is, that the accumulatlon of great ;
fortunes is afcribed to jt. . 3
WOU LD it leflen that grlevance, to en—'

‘able 2 an ingrofler to make cheaper purcha-,-' |
| fes, mfomnch that where now L.. '30,000 o
| can only purchafe L. 1006 a year, that

fum fhall be made fufﬁment to purchafe :

| L. 11007 or is there any doubt, thathadltf" o
| potbeen for the ‘prices occafioned by En- g
talls, the money Ia1d out by fome parti- -

- S : cular -




oty g EEE A ST R N

ot Y ST [

[8]

cular purchafers, Would have gone mueh
farther, and. greatly 1nereafed thexr’ae—» r

cumulatxons ?

euhar to° Scotland? Does not that gties
‘vance prevail more in pr oportlon in Eng« -
land? To Judge of th1s, ‘oiie needs but
caft an eye on the ‘three ad_]aeent counhes,_

and i inquire ‘what fhare of them is pOH‘ef
James Ldv‘v‘ther, and 'Mifs Bows. ©

~ Can any reafon ‘be glven, why one
half of Trefand is become thie property of
Encrh{hmen Who never reﬁde, ‘ and’ Why,
in 60 years, not- one- Enghfhman has

fed by the Earl of Northumberland Slr‘

inade 2 {bhd‘ purchafe in Scotland, but

the’ ﬁngularzty and diﬂieulty of makmor

‘confiderable ‘and contigyous purchafes. 1

here ? Is it our 1ntere{t €0 remove. thefe

dlﬂicultles, atid thdt too by mdking our
land come cheaper, ﬁnee the confequence’ -
muft be; that every “inch of it .will’ be_A

purehafed by men hvmg in ‘England ;

and beciufe we comp‘iam, that by means{ 1

“of Entails; fome of our own countrymen

have ingrofled great eftates, and.feldom, |
reﬁde, {hall we confent to abandon t’hej'_ J

Whole to men Who never can ?

MA"V'
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MAY it not be afferted thh trnth |
?that Entails have contributed to put'a .
ftop ‘to the ‘depredations. of ingroffers?
-Is there a fingle great purchafer who hds ~
‘not been. 1nterrupted in-the progrefs of P
“his accumulatmns, by meeting with' en-
tailed land, proof againit his hlgh offers,
and the fpirit of, dﬂﬁpdtlon that has pre-
vailed of late years, and whi¢h; in a gé-
,,-neratlon or-two, muft mfalhbly brmO' e~ ':
ivery unentdiled eftate to market 2 1

MAY it not-be: aﬁe1‘ted ‘that ent‘alhng

. flS the only means of prefevvmg any thing .

like a Tanded: reprefenmuon, or body’ of
Janded: gentlemen in Scotland 2 For Peers

| Wlth overgrown ‘eftates, and, abfentees,f -

_"can fcarcely be reckoned fuch. _

~In‘a monopolizing age; When fo many -
'h1therto ‘unkrioWwn meatis ‘are mtroduced. A
of” acqu]r ing 1mmenfe wealth, “has a pri-
,_'Vate man’ any ‘means left. of hmdermg
his inheritance -from being fwallowed up, §
‘but by entailing it ? How many entdiled
eftates under L. 1500 a year, would. have
been fold, and:ferved to make up the
jrent-roll of an’ 1ngroffer, had 1t not been o
,for the bar of air Entail ? R

~'WiLL not every mconvenlency be ob-
Vlated by hmltlng the gmmmm of Valued_“ N
R B , T rent o
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rent to be cntalled by a partlcular man,
-or-in a. particular family? and will not

~ ‘this expedient an{wer the double inten~
_-‘uon, of fecuring fmall fortunes from be-
-ing fwallowed up, and preventing great §
~ones from being perpetual ? and, if com-~
.merce ‘is found to fuffer by cntalhng tri-

fling fubjefts, may not thlS ‘too be cor-
’.’;rcé"ced by a limitation ?' - \
. SrNcEthe plain in tent of the propofed |

?plan is to.annihilate Entails, why dare not

~ -the promoters of it {fpeak out, and avow
- their intention? and why do.they difguife
~their meaning under the mafk of amend-
‘mor what they really- propofe to deftroy ? ¥
. Ir the prefent law requires amend- §

. ments, as perhaps it does, like moft other*
-human inftitutions, might not the gen- |

‘tlemen of the law. have ‘confined their

~talents to the. _pointing -out .its -defe@s,
inftead of propoﬁn gto deﬂroy the whole?
~and if particular men are found to have
f_ ingrofled too much, will not every. pur-
pofe be effectually anfwered by lnmtlng
ffthe quantum of land to be entailed 2 =~

SURELY the cemlemen who draw ar«

gu*nents agamft our’ Entalls, from- the
_ dnj wy done creditors. and, younfrer chil-
dre s do nuL recolle& that in England

every

- younger chlldren.
thus, muft be ‘totally “ignorant of the:
‘branch of the Englifh- law which they
want to adopt, or muft want’ to’ take :
| advantage of the i 1gnorance of others. SO

| deﬁre to get’ land cheaper, ,,
| /We1ght in the prefent {cheme?- -

every eftate is’ entailed of courfe by a
marr1age-fett1ement, in {fo much, that it

1is neither ‘in the power of the law, nor
of the poﬁe(for, whatever. his 1nclmat10nsa -

may be, to give relief to his: credxtors or:

Is it the ‘good of the country, or 'thé
has moﬂ::‘.

"Dogs not thls {cheme  come W1th a

«fvery bad’ grace from the lawyers, fince’
‘it is. paft a doubt, that the intention of |
| ‘Entallers, is as much to keep their land:
| out of the parhament»houfe, as-out of the
’, market? PR PR S O il »
- ARE gentlemen in earneﬂ when they |

pretend that it would be  for the profic

of the practitioners of - thie law, if all e~

ftates. were entailed ? or will they f'erl-.

oufly aver, “that the entailed eftates have"
brought in as: much tothe lawyers, in
equal time, as the fame ™ ‘extent of :pro=
- perty unentailed ;. ‘and have the’ d1fputes‘ |
concerning fuccefﬁons arifing from En=
taﬂs, been as lucratwe to the Gentlemen‘-

- of

Thofe who "reafon -

e e b

st
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of. thc profeﬁion, as. ad3ud1cat1ons, fe-*'
| queﬁratlons, rankmga, ‘and fales, &
‘that a goodi_‘

dcal of profit has - accrued to the profef-"

fion from their: conteﬁmg the validity of

‘but as the fubject feems
‘now exhaufted, and- every difficulty, ex- -
plained. by decifions of the ‘Houfe: of
‘Lords; is it.-not whlfpercd ‘that it  hag’
" been thought ‘expedient to fubfhtute a

It cannot Dbe denied,-

every Entail ;

new law - in. place of the- old one, to.

| lake room for new d:fputes, and ‘new.
demﬁons.—-—-—Hmc ille lachryme.? i
- Hap this propofal come from Enoland i
'one could only’ wonder, how fo tr1ﬂ1ng
could; '
{feem worthy the  attention of a people :
" who pretend to defpife our poverty; and.
had it come from any other quarter than.
‘that of the . gentlemen. of ' the law, it
‘might haye paﬁ'ed for a Wcll*meant tho*
weak endeayour, to correét a- feemmg
but When one confiders ||
- where it began, with what “obflinacy ‘it
| lhas been.perfevered in, and what artful
- means have: been ufed to 1nﬂuence the
'.landholders in:its favour, one cannotf
hclp fufpeétmg there is fomethmg more
at bottom than the general good of the '

an ob_]c& as_the land of Scotland

country ;

‘ta 13 ]

country s-and: When the Faculty of' Ad-* B
. vocates. are pleafed'to reprefent thissas &
| felf-denylna {cheme, by which they”mean' .
to' leffen: their own® profits, ~one ¢annot:
~ help afking,. W1th Do&or Garth in theff
a Dﬁfﬂ/&?’y, e e
W hence are our: lcz‘wyer.r zbm ﬁ ﬁwgal grow;z, B
Of others 'weczlz‘b ‘and lﬂ‘Z)Z//? of their: cwn 2

WILL not plain men be apt to nna-f‘
gine, ‘that as Entaﬂs are generally fram-»
ed by the advice of ﬂﬂlful lawyer‘;, ‘and
every precutlon taken to ‘keep out thc[

: cbzmﬂe, ‘the intent of the prefent plan
is to break down that bulwark, in ordcr‘ -
~ to. expofe all the land in Scotland to the .
| artillery of the law; and will not mahcx—
| ous people be, ready to fufpe& they mean
i only to draw it Wlthln the Vortex. of' thc B
| parhament houfe? S :

Wity it be thought 1mpoﬁ1ble that o
_the certamty of mtroducmo the gainful
and Iult—engendermcr tru{t-deeds of Eng-
- Iand could have any {hare in the prefen.t

»plan’,.. - o
I acknowledoe, that 1f Entalls ar«e to be, .,
| ébohfhed and Englith~ owners of ‘mil- -

. hons to make oreat purchafes in_ Scot-

land it is by no means ptobable, that;

: ;the l‘ame fplrlt of htmatton, that ow
. e e fupports».-
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ﬁjpports the town of . Edmburgh and

~ the parhament—houfe, will prevail. In fuch
| ~it is but reafonable to: fup P
pole, that -each: Enahfh purchafer w111 |
buy and poflefs what is now: lelded as

an event

. mong ten gentlemen ;. and as; . man
‘will hardly g

in proportlon.
law ‘fee. their propofal in this- hght it

cannot be dlfowned that thClI‘S 1s a felf~

,k ,denymg fcheme indeed,

‘As to the antient famlhes, are they' .
, not low enough already, and 1s there’

any danger from that quarter? TUR
Is noi: ours a. mlxed government? 1s

it not eff‘entla] to our. conl’txtutmn, thac '

"there fhould be a diftin&tion of rank?

“and is not birth and a ped1gree effentlal
~ to fupport that refpect and opinion in the'
' mult1tude, in which the Welght and a.u-r :

~ thority of rank conﬁﬂ:e 2

Wir 1 wealth alone, operate the {'amc -

“effe@ in government ?

-~ Wouwp it be of advantage to Scotland ;
“to abolith’ ‘every idea of diftinction. of birth,

| ‘and to annihilate all the antient famxlies 2

- Asto the fmvolous obje@uon from. arxr N

f 5

' 'averﬁon to perpetuxtxes, one xs aﬁlamed'

e

L go-ta law. with' hlmfelf the
.. chance, of law-fmts is likely to. dlmlmfh.
| " If the gentlemen of the

- meficial as.a view: to duratlbn. |
that the purport of ‘every law, ‘of every‘ :
commendable endeavour of art 2-is it not
‘the aim of’ archlte&ure, of government,
of pohtmsP is not-the crown of ‘Great
Ts'it
“not as’ juftifiable in"every individual, to-
aim at the:duration of ‘his famlly, as the .

T 15 )
to take notice of it. - In all human
fchemes, nothing ‘is {0 ‘natural and bes

Britain: -under a per etua] Entail->
P Pe
kprolonO‘atlon ofhis own- life?

" Gad, ‘indéed, - fot . wide ends, has order-
ed it: fo, _that all fuch. - endeavours muﬁ:
_ éver prove ineffeétual,” and this to ‘make

~ way for new: mduftry and i invéntion. - If |
_men could perpetuate life and- youth; the |
WOrld Would foon be: overpeopled but‘ L

{hall" it bet made. cr ciminal in a man te: try
to'live as 1ong asche'can, and; for fear of
“the danger of. crowding: foc1ety, ﬁlall hc
‘be forbid to’ endeavour it? oo
As to the obje&wns, or rather »mlnute

c‘prejudwe of agrlcultur

IS not/‘ ’

~ Tw1s principle-is thé chief incitement :
to induftry;. to patrlotlim, and to fame.

fdltlons mferted in fome. Entalls to the -
the: remedy is
fo- eafy and “obvious, that to’ urge’ them,"‘
~as’ a reafon for anmhxlamng Entaﬂs, is-as
i , T abfurd j
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' abfurd as it. Would be to- knock down 2

~clump of! trees that defended one’s: ‘houfe
- from the {torm, ‘becaufe a: fingle branch |

mlght interfere with the profpect.

.To conclude, I-have no- apprehenf' on -
from a {fcheme fo ;horoughly abfurd; nor
- 1s it poﬁlble for.me’ to. imagine;- ‘that the - §
"Iandholders of" Scotland ‘moft-of -whom '
‘can ftill tell who were their gran df'athers,' .
will tamely fubmit . to fo. unpr‘OVOked an

attempt o’ ﬁmp cheir pofterity: of the - lgithe followulg Pm‘pofe, and lawyers to

_‘exprefs it in the terms of their profeffion,

honours and 1nﬁuence attendmg theu'

antient. poﬁeﬂions ithefe cannot be tranfs :

ferred with their land; but thhout land,
| they become as much’ the fubjeét of ridi-

cule, as they are of. envy while united with B
for, as- -Shakefpear {'ays fomewhere,‘
B He who robs me of my géod name, .
me what can. do h1m no.
. good ‘but makes me poor indeed.” .

takes ﬁ'om

I.take:the hberty to finifh - W1th the

'words of". the before- mentloned gentle~
. man, to whofe ingenious pamphlet I_

have been {o much: beholden. TR
Do the landed oentlemen of Scotland

,‘ ,d«thmk that- their: ﬁlence fhews contempt? .
. Alas! their filence: will ‘be termed ‘acqui-

'efcence.;_ The loud: roar. of”- thofe who

- leﬂl to deﬁroy them, will: be called the
vomc - f

PRI A R

contented men.” O I qm,

; 17 }

voice of the country, while the ﬁnfrle .

and difiinited efforts of the others, VVIH

be called the whims of ﬁncular and dif~
Slr’ @’C. o

POSTSCRIPT.
SU P P O S E a b111 was off‘ered to '
fo 'as to make it fit to offer to parhament.

- WHEREAS “the expemence of 8o years
has ﬂlewn, that the law for ent"uhno“

“land in Scotland has been extremely»
,.beneﬁcxal to that counfry, ‘and has an-

{ivered moft of the good purpofes intend-
ed by it ; yet it hfwmg been found, that

‘1n that wife' laW, as. in moﬁ hnman n-

{titutions, fome mconvemenmes have at-

~ tended the great advantages emuﬁncT from

it ; therefore, to make it ﬂ;ﬂl more

| compleat, and to redify faid inconve-

niencies, more efpec:1ally in order to pre-i
vent the perpetuating. of overgrown e-

'-ﬁates in parucular famlhes s be Lt ena&‘~ |

ed,

beyond the extent of L.15,000 Scou;

o Imu'tv‘)‘ﬁ,‘:;fHAT no Entaﬂ {hall bé bmdmg o
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per ammm, valued rent, and that where-

ever the fub e&t entailed exceeds . that
extent, _the fuperplus fha]l be conﬁdered .
“to all intents and’ purpofes, as if it ‘was
ot entailed, {o as to be hable to every
| Afpecms of alienation. ~

odo, THAT no reﬁm&lon in any En—

~tail fhall be competent, to hinder: the

heir of Entail from grantlng to- his wife

a _]omture out of the ﬁlbje& entalled ‘to
'the extentof e
3ti0, THAT it thall be lawfu] nothth-~

ftanding any re{trl&lon in the Entail; for

‘every hexr of Entail, to ‘grant "to “his
younger children annuities out of the en-
tailed fub3€& to fubﬁ{’r durmo the1r Iwes, "

to the extent of —.
410, THA’I , notw1thﬁandmg any thmcr

to the contrary, it {hall'be always Ia\wful

ior the heu of Entall to O‘rant leafes:of the

cntalled land for 21 years, fo as that the

preient rent thall not be d1mm1ﬂled ‘and,

in cafe of' a fall of' rents, by a pubhc |
| roup e B | =

1510, SINCE i may happbn, When the

,fubje& entailed is'very inconfiderable,
that the heir of entail, by being reftrain-
ec; ﬁ om conwrtzng 1t mto money, may,

bc

[191»

be deprived ‘of the means of followmcr}'

fome profeflion, -or branch of commerce,':
fuitable to his genius ;

entailed.

610, THAT it thall be alwayb lawful to

excamb land by authomty of the Court
of Se{ﬁon, . doce dovce |

" Ir the Gentlemen of the faw would
take the trouble to drefs up a bill to this
purpofe, it is not unlikely they might
receive the approbation of their country,

and the‘fandtion of the lecrxﬂatur by
making. it effectual. -

i)
i
i 6
il
e I
Pk
ey
s
5

therefore be it

enacted, That no eﬂ:ate under L. 500
 yalued rent, thall be capable of bemg,

NI i, T R T
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