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give attentlon to. any thing which cin be faid
upon your laft trlﬂmg pubhcatlon. It is. of
no confequence to me whether you dre an

| Excd'e Officer or what you-are, it is not Wlth -
you, but with your publlcatlon I have any

toncern; and if it were not, that the time is
crmcal when unfounded affertions inay lead
to permcmus concluﬁons, I would have neis’

ther fead nor wrote upon a fecond pubhcatlon

of yours,,

I at firt conﬁdered you as a feeble minded

‘man, who -had . rafhly undertaken a' caufe,
concernmg which you was entlrely uninform-
A2 ~ , ed;

L 1 ADDRESS yot perfonallys

becaufe I cannot prefume fo far upon the pa-
tlence of the’ pubhc, as to fuppofe they will.
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el
ed; and I did not aécount thofe your friends,
who perfuaded you to obtrude yourfelf as an

author upon. the. public: to.the .prodution.

therefore of a man of this defcription, I for-
merly addrefled" my anfwer; but you now

appear to me in another . point of light, for I

find you perfevering -in- affeverations which

_have been tried, and feen to be without foun-

dation, and in ftatements.which have been
demonftrated erroneous; I am conftrained
therefore in this:addrefs to afflume a “very

different ftile. I pay no regard to the fcurri-

lity with which you. treat- m¢ perfonally, I

* would merit é'onte'r’npt‘,‘}di‘d I make either your
fcurrility - or affeftation of wit, an. obje& of

imitation. You have indeed thought ‘proper

‘to' pay me many ridiculous exaggerated com-

plilnents up@g the powers of my. rhin‘d,ii\o'n
purpofé I fuppofe to imprefs more deeply the

idea; that my mind'is depraved, and my heart
devéid of redlitude; but the truth is, you
hé}vé“fn‘ét"c"apa‘cit‘y‘ to judge of the powers of )‘
my mind, and your ‘own 'publi'céitioﬁsf;comp-f
pletely vindicate' me’ from the imputation of
want of candour.” T indeéd was perfuaded
“that you would have refted yourfelf quietly,

after the fqveré chaftifement which you re<

ceived from Mr. Burns; of Hamilton, by whom
‘you ~was “convifted of having come forward
B S RO . A P . to

s 1

to the public with affeverations for which you |
had no authority, and which were not true ; bus

though I find you have l_liéhérto been i'ngo"'rri*
gible; 1 will once more endeavour to lay. you

open ;o,yo,urfelf,i- for I am fure if you Ot‘ce’f*
know. yourfelf, you will not again folicit :fthe

notice of the public.

I know not well where to begin with your .

pamphilet. In taking ‘a review of it, we can-
not find arrangement where there .is none,
and as to the fentiments or ideas it. contains,

o fhey are fo rare, fo fcattered5, “that it will.

‘make very little difference, from what corner -

I begin my obfervations.” . ..

1 find you are exceedingly difpleafed with
me, becaufe you fay I have garbelled your fen-
_tences, whereby you alledge' I have indus-
,t;rAio,uﬂ;‘y' ;_pe'i'vértéd_")rour _meaning, - or ‘kept.

~ the ftrength of your :reé\féni_ng out. of views.

but. you have miftaken me’ entirely, in. fup-

~ pofing, that by~'quoting a part, I confidered

~myfelf -bound ‘to publifh a new edition - of

" your pamphlet; I am afraid  no circumftance-
_will give it a chance of obtaining that degree

of celebrity; but more efpecially in the firft -

inftance which you give, of this garbling; you.
. ‘have {éqmplete{y‘ mifunderftood ,my‘f intention.;

By
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: By cxammmg the paflage; you will ﬁnd I
there quoted not ybur words, -but a jmnczple,
arid that ‘not becaufe it was yours, But becaufe .
it Was tmc, Viz. that @ manufature /kould be .

carried on and encoumged only where o can be
donie at the fmalleﬁ exﬁeﬁce 1o the puﬁlzc. I did

fiot then quote your exceptxon to this pr1nc1-.~

plé; becaufe your exceptlon was alzfurd for

the prlncxple itfelf is generdl dnd unexcepu-‘
onable, and'is in 4n ef'pecxal manner appllca-
“ble to the dxfllllenes in Scotland. Thls you
deny for reafons in whlch o man of fenfe can.

join with yous for you fay, ¢ that dlﬁrllatlon

ought not to be encouraged Jbut in as far ag

it promotes the agmcultural interefts of  the
country '

- Aré the purpofés of dlfhllanon in England’,

ot Holland confined to that objeét ? have you’

fiot difcerntient {6 perceive, that diftilfation’

of fplrlts is in ztfelf a manufalture proﬁtable

to the ' commumty, or are_you fo confinéd in
your ideas, that you could not fee, that-if in
- any place you balance accounfs with the

~ public by agrlcultural or any other advanti-- -
'ges, zvimtcver the expence may be, in that place9_ e

the manufa&ture ought to be encouraged. Such
inveftigation feemis too deep for- youj: and. the

truth 1s, if yOu had enquned thua mmutely,
' the.

A 1& ls almol’c 1mpoﬁible for an anker of ngh~

[7J

the refult would have completely deﬁroycd.
our moft’ favoured concluﬁons but at any

~ rate you. feern neither to have underﬁood my

»reafonmg, nor comprehended the obJe& I had o
in view. You fuppofe that 1 w1fh to depnvq .
the chhlanders of the pr1v1leO“e of dlﬁllhng
in fmall ﬁ1lls, but 1 have ne fuch idea; I with
them not deprlved of the pr1v1lege of uﬁng :
fmall or great ﬁllls, or any agrlcultural advan- ,
tages which may be derived from the. manufac-' o
ture of fplrlts alt I contend for, is, that t/zey
j]zall be prevented from fmugglmg, under the covert.
qf cxemptzons or reduced duties, and thereby 1n-g
juring - the revenue -of the crown, and  ex--
cluding the fair trader from the market; and |
thls ob_]eé’t cannot poflibly be cfletled, but b;f
an equal and umverfal law. ' :

The prevalence of ﬁnugghng is 1ndc” a
perpetual fource.of emolument to an hone#,

allive. Exc1fe Oﬁicer, and’ may be a realon,
why fome of them ‘may with. to fupport the,
. prefent . pern1c1ous fy{lem but. it is not to

fuch pr1vate perqulf tes, but to the general
interefts. of the community, to which the an-,
changeable prmmple above ﬁated applles., o

You fay exPrefsly in your fixth page, ¢ that |

land 4
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Jand whlfky to-be fimug 1ed’ from the High=
Yands into the Tow’ country » ‘T am {ure youdo
not expe& that one perfon in Scotland- wil}

give- -crédit to this ‘averment, fpr from Edm,

 burgh to john of ‘Groat’s houfe, thcrc is not;

one of the dealers, fcarcely s, there a man,

who ‘does not ‘know the contrary to be the.

truth : the dealers boldly adyertife nghland

'whlfky for faie, and fell it avowedly, and

yet not one of" them’ has been- profecuted for¥

 this tranfgreﬁxon Thefe falls are notorious;’

do not again fuffer your{eif to- forget what -
you ‘owe to yourfle -and to fociety.’ Every

" intereft ' of man is facrificed -when . ;ruth is

betrayed to ferve a purpofe, or evento ferve
a friend, or- fuppoxt a fyﬁem ef unlawﬁq
trafﬁc. : » NI

~In the fame place you- farther tell ‘us, .4 that
whatever expence nghland whifky ‘may oc-

~¢afion- to the public, to the- manufatturer, or.

to” the confumer, the {pirit itfelfis fo- good

fo pure, and fo palatable, that:it: deferves. and -

brings the high price of eight- fhllhnors per

- gallon, ‘whilft the low country whifky fells at

 three fhillings and ten pence.” You further
" add; «that if an anker of nghland whxiky

‘fhould by any means find its-way-into the low-

ountryg and - be-divided amongft an -hundred
‘ - perfons,

[ 9 T

perfons, it will deftroy the low country dli’ule-_

lérs;” your meaning probably is, that no

perfon having once tafted- of the ‘one, will

again: drink of the ‘other, and that this is the
great objeét of apprehenﬁon to the low couf
try diftillers in the prefent firug gle you cofi-

firm the whole, by -faying, ¢ that in thefe
~points, no man can impofe upén your credu-

lity, -for -you know both low country and
Highland whifky.” - There never furely was

any man more unfortunate in his ftatements

than you have been; when: you would thus’
argue forthe Highland exemptions; for’ ,;f this
afééount of the matter is true, whick in fact it is
not, in that cafe, every man of common fenfe
muft .allow, that receiving-a price fo much
higher, profits fo exorbitant, the Highland

‘diftillers are enabled, and ought to pay a

much higher duty than the Lowlanders, and

cannot poflibly complain if they are only taxed -

equally with them. But more efpecmlly, if
your ftatements can be depended on, you-have
fhewn toa. demonﬁratlon, that theré ought to’
be no reftriftions, no lines of demarcation ; for
an article ‘of general confumption, {o good,
fo pure, fo falutary, fhould be under no re-
I’m&lbn, it Oug‘ht not to be confiried t6 4 .corner.

It ‘would be“barbarous in the legiflatire to

obhgc ‘the mhabl’tants:of the ‘fow countty. o’
- B drmk




R yous _fir, intend to induce this conclufion 2 1 fufpett. N

. favourlte Hwhland whlfky but - -you - ‘had bet~

_ for.the reafons which you have thought proper,

: You fay the fuperlorlty of. nghland whifky, .

E made very good and I have alfo feen it wvery.

|
!
|
|
|
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-drink. what you elfewhere call poifon, when ouy
 Highland friends are {o able and willingto

- circulate the falubrious beverage ;

the inte-
relts. of humamty, the ‘interefts of the High-

-landers themf{elves require,- that there fhall be.

no-: reﬁrx&tons, but that by one law and one
duty,: the trade may be laid completely open ;
and as no peraon will then drink the potfon,
fuch as you fay is now vended. in the Low-
lands, the Highland diftillers muft engrofs.
the trade;. and with_ their whifky fpread health.
and: happinefs th1oughout every- corner. —Did,

“you did not. know you had reafoned fo Juﬁly,_ | ‘
You ‘go on glvmcr hwh encomlums to youx:i

ter have, avmded giving any other reafon for B
your predlle&lon, than that i pleafed your tafle s

to aﬂ“mn, are not. tenable upon any principles....
varlfes from its being extmEZed entirely. from malt,
from  its . bemg dzﬁzlled flowly, and: from the
nghland diftillers not . fqueezing thelr gram. -
‘ It 1s true the nghland whlfky is. often'

bad but no -part of its perfeéhon arlfcs from. -
flow

Jdlfcharged from the il

‘place, when they wxoucht more flowly: -

have known,

L
flow diﬁilla’tidn, ‘the ’fla.v‘or'y and tafte depends
entirely upon the quantlty of the eflential oils,
which ‘are carried along w1th the fplrlts, when
but theyare igno-
rant of their buﬁnefs, ‘who do not know how |
to dlfenoage the {pirits from the coarfer parts .
of thefe oils, durmo the procefs of diftillation;
and indeed experience has proved, that: flow
di ﬁxllauon has no effeét upon the quahty of
the fpmts produced for the low country. diftil-
lers, who at prefent work acram{’c tlme, w1th.
as’much expedition as they po{Tbly can, now -
manufa&ure {pirits, of a quality far fuperior -
to-what' they made before the-licence aét: took -
As
to- fgueezmg the 'grain, - you furely have no. -
meaning when you fpeak of it, for it is lite- .
rally a thmg nevér done, it is impra&icable;
but if you ‘mean by this, takmg all the {pirits -
théy can from the grain, ‘it might have been -

- expetled from aperfon who fpeaks {o highly of

his opportumtles of 1nf‘ormat10n, that he would
that the Dutch- ferment their

wafh and grain together, and throw the whole
mafs into - their fills, and thereby extrat the -
fpirit completely from the grain, and yet it is -
thought in general, that their gin is a fpirit,
fuperior even to Highland whifky, - ‘

S T T
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- Itis no doubt true, that when fpirits are -
extratted from malt alone, they are more

la’gréeable to the tafte of perfons who are accus-
tomed to_the wfe of them. Many perfons allo

g give a preference to fpirits from the High-
- lands, irﬁfied\i’riﬁh the flavor of the {moke of
- -peats; but all this predileftion is local, and
arifes entirely from habit. The people of the
_ "foutl{ country-cannot"endure_ the Highland
' whi,{ky, when thus infetted with {moke; but

all this fays nothing to the real quality of the

 fpirits themfelves, which may be equally good
"awith an infinite variety of flavors; but as to

the comparative “wholfomeénefs. of the- High-

land and low country fpirits, every man of
common refle€lion muft be decided 'in his
L opihion,"that fuch as are diftilled from.a mix-

ture of malted and unmalted uncontaminated
grﬁiins are as pure, as-fafe and wholfome as

] any f fpirits diftilled from malt, or from any

other fubftance, and will injure the health of

no man, who does not drink of them to excefs. It

would be idle for me to reafon with you upon
‘this fubjeét {cientifically, for you would not

' -comprehend the reafoning; but this plain
. queftion is certainly fuited to your capacity 3
 What poifonous of pernicious ‘quality, did
~_you ever find or know toexift in ‘barley,

which is expelled by the procefs of malting?

-

or

[ w1
or.if .not inherent in the grain, how can fuch
pernicious qualities be acquired by the fimple

- procefs of diftillation? I know of no poi-

fonous or unwholfome qualities inherent in
that grain. Inmy infancy, the bread I eat.-was
almoft entirely of it, and one half of the

people of Scotland, at this day, eat no other |

bread but from _ﬂoixr of barley; and yet from
the conftant ufe of it, the health, or vigor of
their conftitutions is by no means. impaired.

Barley being therefore perfeétly innocent and
nutricious in itfelf; is it not phyfically impos-.

fible that the {pirit extrated from it, by aplain
procefs of diftillation, can have acquired any

‘poifonous or hurtful qualities > Upon. this.

fubje& you have fhewn that you are com-
pletely ignorant ;5 I wifh that this were all the
blame which attached itfelf to you; but here

“you evidently wifh to create a prejudice, at
- once .injurious-to the public, and to many in-

dividuals, and deteftion itfelf cannot make

* you modeft.

_ Your affeverations in your 7th page, are

indeed very rathly offered to the public; for

- more than on,_e:; half of the kingd‘bm know them
to be untrue. There you fay, that the {pirits

manufa&uréd in the Highlands, are wholly con-
Jumed in the Highlér_xd;diﬁ?i;&s; that the dis-
. A - tillers

BT
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tillers there fubmait to the lzmztatzons of law,y and

ufe no barley, but of their own growth; and -
manufatture only the ‘quantity of barley and

{pirits, whzch the law jJezmzts them to*do; and.
that when, if at any -time they dtd exceedy

they were always made- fully to pay the “dutiesi -

Unhapplly for you, fir, the nghland diftillers-

themfelves, “though fimugglers, "are ‘not fo
diffioneft as to fay that thefe things arefo. 1
have often converfed with them upon the fubz
jetty and never heard them complain' of - the
feverity of their furveys; but I have often -
heard them' complain of their being unlucky; »
in'having their {pirits feized, in the courfe of -
fmuggling's but the truth is, the profits of an- .
Excife Officer, do’ not’ always ‘arife from Hhis
diligence in preventzng thofe diftillers from-ex< ~
ceeding their limits, but often’ the price-of .
connivance,. or the profits of feizurés, are‘the-*
rewards of their good nature or- a,&1v1ty, and -
 thefeare advantages unattainable; when the dis- .-

tillers adhere: to the limitations prefcribed by

law. For yom own fake, fir, take {fome other
ground in ftating pretended fats, where de- ©
te&lon will not bear fo clofe upon you; and -
yet you here fay you cannot be miftaken, hav-
ing: feen with your own ‘eyes what you relate; -

but: you had better have faid that you hadt

dreamt 1t, for the proof agamﬁ your very eyesl,

- fight

[ 3
fgl{t is poﬁtlve, uncontrovemb]e, and univer-
fally fuftained.

HENEU N

In thxs place alfo, you:again. compla‘n‘l”of-
my garblmo"yourﬁntences I mutit tell you once.

- for all, that the -tatk of reading your produc-

tions, is fufficiently laborious, but to tranfcribe
them. all, would be mdeed intolerable. . Upon
the perufal of your pamphlet, T could only
find. ‘that you ftarted an .idea here and Lhere,
and this I took ‘up where I foundit, if.it.was
applxcable to .. the. purpofe " of the prefent

- controverfy ;. but what muft I, or any man |
think, -when (as in your gth page) you would

endeavour to perfuade us, that the northern
farmers .are not. 1ndebted to the low country

X d_li%illlers, m_,fu_rm,{h_mg them a market for the_u_
- grain 2. You <fure,lyrar,e not {erious here ; thofe
- farmers know. their, own_ fitaation better than

to think.fo; they. annually look.to the fouth,

. with. great anxiety, for a ‘mér'ket;fer»their

barley, the moft umportant article of their produce
and to-the.goodnefs and: ﬁeadmefs of that
arket, they juftly attnbute, in fome meafure,

.the “increafed profpenty of their. acrlcultureo‘

Your ignorance of the fafls, has led you to

ut'fuppofe that it, would be prepofterous to fend.
barley from the north, to be: manufa&ured by
the Lowland dlﬁﬂlers, in order that the fpirits.

_.":i s : , may
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- may be returned for- their cOnfumptiori; but .

1 beg leave to inform you, that this idea is
fo far from being prepofterous, that I have
yu"rchafcd ‘the barley in the north ‘of Scot-
Jand, and fold the fpirits produced from it,

in the fame’ couh’t‘ry*;‘whiéh' yiclded a com-

fortable- profit in every ftep ‘of its ’pypgrcfé','
to all c_once‘rr‘i“ed. Though you affeét igno-
rance of this; the country knows it well;- and

if 1you[werfc;capab1’e of reflettion, you ‘niuﬁi )

kave- noticed, how this very feafon, ' the
gentlemen and farmers in the north were

“alarmed on account of their w’antbf a, mzt‘rk_é»i-'_" . /
for their barley, which was occafioned by the’

Lowland diftillers being prevented, by the un-

certainty of the law, from making t'heivr‘ordit‘ga:t)(‘_ .
pi;r;chafeﬂs. Though all this 1is “undoubtedly’

‘true, I am far from forming fo much as a wifh
that diftillation was banifhed from the north

com}'tfry,ﬂ or that ‘_t_h_ey‘:- fhould not ‘find at home
the certain advantages, refulting from that

moft profitable manufatture ; but in this Tam

perfeétly decided, that it is the impolitic divi-

' fion of diftriéts, and diftinétion of duties; which

cramp their exertions there, and prevent their

fuccefs. So well am E acquainted with the
north country, that T'could point out fituations’

H

there, every way fo fivourable ‘fgi*?'di{{yilléti"cfﬁ;

that under an equal; fteady law; an inteltigenit’
i o : diftiller

[ 17 ]

dlﬁlllermlgﬁt compete with any iﬁaﬁhﬁfa&ﬁrér
in Scotland.  You fay, they muft firlt get Rills
of iore jmprovéd conftrultion; they muft
nderfland their Biafinels better; they muft
work more regularly : Now, can any man be
at & 16fs t6 fec, that it'is the feftriGtions upop
ihéir trade, which are the occafion of thefe -

defelts; where they exit? A man of capacity
canrict endure fuch fetters ; a man of wnder-
ftanding and liberality of mind, cannot fuffer

himfelf to wade through the puddle of a fmug"
gling bufinefs. . Let a good, fteady law, abo- -
liffiing reftriftions, be once efabliflied, and

youwﬂl foon {ee men of “a’good capital, men
'-of ;_Cgp'acity'?‘ E_Jnd"cirt:ake ‘the bufinefs in that
country ; and the diftillers there Wwould foon
be found as fkilful, as diligent, and as fucéefse

ful, as the diftillers in the low country.

| In your izth fénd_" 13th “pages, you again

attempt your calculations upon’ data, which
you faid you received from Mr. Burns diffiller
at’ Hamilton,  Your condut here is moft
e.si;raord_i_;_iggy~_ti'r;deed"_‘: ‘Is if not true, that i
the public news-papers; Mr. Burns, declaréd
that e never had furnifhed you with any ftate-

‘ments; _that your’s did not accord Wwith his

prattice ; that indeed your account of the mat-

ter was entirely falfe : How, after this, can’you

expeft attention to your afleverations ? You
< - o fay -

i
!
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fay that I change my {hape like a Proteus 1

‘wdh you alfo would adopt the pratlice, .and

for once take to yourfelf the form of truth.

You tell me you are dlfpofed to fift my calcu-
lations ; but furely your memory is gone a

. wool-gathering. ‘Do you not recolle& that I
‘tbld you, that the calculations I offered, were
“founded upon pxemlfes, eftablifhed by your-

{elf, and that your premlfes were erroneous ;

"and that I only held up your ideas to rldl-:.
‘cule, and amufed myfelf with your abfur-
'dmes, for I am fure, that neither within nor

>W1thout the line, was dl{’cﬂlauon ever carried”
‘on with ‘the rapidity which you fuppofed.

‘There is one thing, of which youg gentlemen of

the Excife do not {eem'to be fenﬁble, and that.

is, that as you are always unwelcome vifitors,
“when you are pleafed to call at any dli‘ullery,

“whether the diftillers are ‘alting legally or not ;
- and as every perfon there, is difpofed to dlf&p«
pomt your views; mafters, fervants, all con--

fplre togéther, to delude and deceive you;.
and you are therefore often led to think. you:
have made. dlfcoverles, when you are only

laughed at; and you appear fill more ridicu- .
lous when you repeat them. But whatever there -

is'in this, I know for certain, and you know
likewife, that it is 1dIe to make . calculations
“upon the fuppoﬁuon, that the Highland diftil-

I\crs do ,fnbmxt to the 111mtat10ns of thc pre{em :

laws;

[ o1
laws ; for every perfon knows that they fmuga |

gle, as much-as they can, into the low country. .
Yourfelf being judge’ then, fay, is ‘it decent’

' vd}at you, an oﬁicer of Excife, {hquld be .the:‘f
- champion of a fyftem, which can only be fuc-"
- cefsful by the: fuccefs of fmuggli

ng, which is
x’gi‘ripué’ to the fair t'ra'de‘r," and the 'rcVerihé? ‘

~In the conglufion of thefe you1 idle calcula-
tions, you tell us, that at laft you have made
Jone important dlfcovery, ‘which is, that in the .

' i’truggle dpon -this buﬁnefs, the* low country

dxfhlleﬁ Have for their great obje&t, to fecure” .
26 them‘i‘dves a complete monopoly. of the
trade.” You are very fingularly happy in-the’

“time when you have made this Adifc'ov'ery, it

is.even when they are exerting themfelves, to.
obtain a law to abolith dlﬁm&xons, to lay the”
trade opén to every one ; that every man who'
pleafes, in'every place, may commence dxfhl-
lery may partake of &very privilege which’

“they~ themlelyes enjoy’ and this is “what you
call” deﬁrnw to monopohze the trade. I am

afraid you do not underﬂand ‘the word" monoo )
poly: “Is ity fir,’ monopoly for a man to un-
derﬁand his bufinefs better than others5 and in
confequence, to carry it on w1th greater wis-
dom;" vigour, and fuccefs? TIs it monopoly
for“a ‘man to. poffefs a greater capital”than

~ his nclghbaur, and, by mfely applymg it'to

c 2 the
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‘the purpofes Qf his trade, to become more
"'emment, more ufeful and more fuccefsful in
- his lme? i fay ﬁnallv. is it monopoly for a-

‘,man to have more fenfe than hls nelghbour
T am fure however, it is’ very difgufting to.

'converfe wrth or’ to wrlte to, a man who 18

. but ﬁ:antxly furmfhed w1th that arucle. Be-;

fore you fay the low country dl{hllels w1{h

© to become. monopohzers,' ‘g0 and learn the

‘meaning ‘of "the word ; no,- fir, they have no,
* fuch. defire, they wifh-all to be comprehended‘
under one fyﬁem, but they do not ‘wifh to

'have to combat in - t‘nelr bufinefs with' & race'

of fmugglers, under Whatever form they may,v
" be patromfed T ot

The only regularlty wh1ch I have obferved
in your pubhcatlon, ls,, that towards: the con-

" duﬁou you d1v1de your paragraphs by the.

numbers 1, 2, 3, &c. but I cannot: percelve

s any method pomted out by that arrangement ;

and notw1thﬂand;ng 1ts accuraey, I'muft wade

' through the confuﬁon, as I have done w1th the

precedmg pages You begm thefe Wlth labourn

““in hard to rove, that the hrafe, almo ‘ever;
g P P g

ek d A4

yaATmeEr: f&OES not ln reaht mean 8’()6’7’ armer,,.
2 7.

:and alfo, that there are. other 1nhab1tants in,

44444

the nghlands, beﬁdes farmers, who are dlf ,
tlllers. You furely do not underﬁand the,

:me'a‘,ning of common language, nor-when'a
perfon

Vo

P 1

" .Petfon amufes himfelf wnh your coneetts. Yo
, you really. imagine that en:her 1, o any perfon

O

of gommon fenfe: heheyes, that ‘almoft eyery
farmer n the Highlands is a diftiller, or- that
“there are no mhabltﬂﬁt& in the nghlandss but

farmers ? whem it is fo well known,, that' there:

are thoufande of mhabxtants in the Hlohlands'
who are no farmers, and thoufands of farmers ,

‘who.arei no. dlf’tlllers, and (what you ‘would

w;{h to Qonceal) that tizere arc a great numbeér of .‘

Hzgizlcmd diftillers. w[z,o do nof refide in the High-

lands.  But I cannot difcern g what purpofe,

you have made thefe obfervauons, unlefs it
beto fhew, that every farmer in the nghlands
ought to be a diftiller; beeaufe, as you fog-
ge{’t he has no other means for improying his'
- farm but. the manure afforded by the diftillex
ries. You are angry becaufe I faid you did:
not underftand, agrleulture : Have you ever:
‘computed what extent of ground may be an-
pually manured by the Highland diftillets,

fuppoﬁng they are ﬁrl&ly hmlted to: their own! '

d;ﬁn& .in . their. confumpuon? Have you.

N eompared this with the extent. of lmprovable‘

‘land in the Highlands, and taken your eftimate:
fromi the, comparifon? You would conceal
from the North country farmers their- naturai
adwantages, their being {urrounded  with!

_thores.. You talk of-their being feventy_ miles:
diftant. from the- county.town, as if.they had’

. _ the
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“j co ”‘\‘f_he advantage of no, other port, but Aber. 1 oi the Highland dlﬁlllels, in ev1dence thai
o _ deen, _and as if every place were equally dift l ‘Z.helr profits are fmall indeed.—1I feel indigna.
. tant fram’ that port, and melcby you WOUld'g ‘ ~tion againft a man who would fupportafyﬁem
mfcomage them from’ attemptmb 1mprovement .which tends to keep. worthy meh In-a fituation
by fime, and confequemly from turnips, broad , o debaﬁng You fay, better pay any duty
clover, &e. But I have known, in the SOUth than run the hazard of being poxfoned but I

| ‘couniry, lime caur;ed by land betw1xt fOIty | more Juﬁly fay, better drlnk no whifky:at all,
‘ and- ﬁfy mnes, in gleat qu'anttiies? and ‘ufed , 1 o than run that hazard on the on¢ hand, or on"
: - as a manure w1th great fucécefs: and I hardly » - ‘the other be fubje&ed to the mlfery and po-
g thmk any  part of Aberdeenfhlre, Wthh s % verty under which you reprefent them as ly-
L] woxth c,ultWamng upon ap}an of corn: hu{ban- % ing; but why fubmit to either?. Let one
i dry, is: further d}ﬁant from a place Of {hip : 5 _common univerfal law. reheve them from their
ping ; and if once ‘thé farmer’ catches the ar-. g h bondage, and their exertions will be. attended
dour o ZTPH‘ﬂed ;mprovement, the 1deas of ! ‘with fuccefs, and they will profper as. cu{hl-
dlfﬁculty w;l qulckiy {ubfide, when every‘i ; lers : but if, upon the whole, they fhould find
cart" Whlch gQCS out 10ad€d Wlth oram to be" 1t 1mpoﬂible 10 . fuceeed in diftillation in the -
thipt, will ‘return with lime - to’ 1ncreafe the ) hwher parts of the nghlands, when attempt- -
produce: of ‘the followmg yeal? when ne1ther ~ ing a fair competition with others ; whether
time nor 1abour will'be l0ﬁ “f i this failure fhall be occafioned ﬁom the {car-
‘ o R '_cuy of fuel -or from whatever caude it {hall
Ahappen, I am decided . in. opinion, that they
ought to let dlﬂlllauon alone: and though

- You formcriy faid, that the chrhland dlﬁll-:-}.

1 lers pay 4s. 4d duty per g callon for their piy |

! s, whilfE the fow country diftillers Pay only'" . ? you,fhould again be offended with my .being
1s.10d. and a fra&xon Now 1ndeea you have 1

» ferlous, I muft “obferve, that the great. God
- retrated thls pOﬁthﬂ, though ﬁln you aver, of nature has given difcriminating advantages

that they pay a much higher duty than is done § and " difadvantages to different fituations on
] By the LOWlfmdels: and you add, that it s _ | this globe, and he -is a wife man who makes
“E better to pay any duty than run the rifk of _ the moft of the fituation wherein he is placed;
i bemg poifoned with low country Whlfk)’: and - but he would be a very foolifh diftiller indeed,
: you appeal to the mxferable fOOd and raxmenc : who would perfevere in carrying on his bufi-

‘nefs,

——
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itefs, not cmly at the expencé of his éxpcaeé
-proﬁts, but even to the ruin of his capltal

But iam almoﬁ aﬂiamed of havmg con-
“fumed iy tine’ in’ reviewing s harmlefs a

; per as your laf pnbhcaudn, 4nd thérefore
-A,wﬂl ¢oticlude this addrefs; net-in the famé

] f: W‘lang\iage in which you ¢ mncluded your addrefs

to me:' 1 will ‘not fdy o you, that. onu have
mifapplied your talerits, jor a$ a#mf her and .
aiitho? you have difeovered hone: I will not fay that
you have mlfreprefented falts, for they wert ot
Jatls which yois haive advanced: 1 will not fay. that'
yoi have dlfoulfed the truth, for your ﬁory,‘
thas beeri told: {o pboﬂy, that ¢ can deceive no |

| _perﬁm? and thOugh you thi‘eaten to' deprive

meé of the prlvﬂege of clergy, i Thouldf‘
"dare to anfwer yotu, (a piece of low wit 1 dos
not comprehend,) I moft ﬁncerely wifh you t&
_partake of the beft” ‘beitefits which the eccle=
fiaftical confiitution can confer itpon ‘marn= B
kitid, and that is, that they may perfuadc yod
io - candour, truth9 and’ good manners; and
_thefe are the Taft words Wthh I fhall evear"."‘
, addre{s to you., ‘

——
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