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~ INTRODUCTION. =

IT is recorded as’ the ffzylng of a Veryf
great man * that “an opml@n of plenty
‘isone of the caufes of want;” and I believe

that i in no cafe we can apply this expref-

fion more. proper ly, than when fpeakmg
of the hberty enjoyed by the people of
' Britain. | Puffed upbya confcioufnéls of -

the ’excellence of the. confhtuuon under*
dive, and 111tox1cated with' the

1dea that werare the' moft free- people.,_
in the world, we tantely fubm1t to fee

Vour conﬁlmaonal r1ghts mvaded ‘and

hberncs d&lly tramplcd upon, by a
f@t of deﬁgmng and mte cﬁed men. ,.
: w o A "E'f'- - 1 MEAN

* Lord Bacon,, -
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I MEAN not to goon in the flile of mo-

dexn pa.tnoufm with a defcant on the
nature of liberty, the 11ghts of -man-
kmd &e.g ‘the defign of this trmttfc 1§
to. pomt out to the pubhc the grievous,
and indeed mtolerable -oppreflions under
_'whmh a numerous very ufeful, and
‘ 1mportant ‘body of men, labour at

prefent 5 and to fhow, that: through their
oppreﬁion, the commumty at large fu{;

tzuns a Very conﬁderable m}uxy

h; is. no. doubt a matter of great dlfﬁ« |
) culty for. a,ny individual, or even for any

commumty, “however refpeé’table to rid

themf{elves of an oppreﬁion fanctified by'_ g - S S s
} % It may a.ppear ﬁlperﬁuogs to @nlarg¢ on. the fu- o
: 'periorxty of Good mglg hquar to bad, as, thxs 15°@Visi o

the name of law; or ‘to make peo;)h, in

| gcneral believe . that any . others, behdest |
N the oppreﬂed partles themfelves, are atall §
mtereﬁed in the matter; but. it'is anef- §
| tabh{hed maxim, that an mjury offered
to any. 1nd1v1dua1 is a commion caufe,in
Wthh fomety at large s mtereﬁed and

IN TR»O‘D U‘GTI‘QN{ o !
in thé prefent cafe, the intereft of cvery;
. md1v1dua1 n Scotland 18 beﬁdes evidents

ly engaged; fo that nothing farther tha.n,i
a mere f’eatement of facs feems neceffas

ry’ for the demonﬁratlon, and to awaken

the attention, of the IanthIders ‘of tlns .
o g:ountry, to what fo nearly concerns them. .
THAT it is the 1ntereﬁ of every perfon |
in this, as well as all other kmgdoms to
drink. whalefome and palatable hquor |

,rather than what has qualities of a differ-
ent kind, cannot adm1t of a doubt */ ‘As

’ httle can 1t be demed that 1t 1s the in-"

Az tereﬁ;

dent to. every one ; but heﬁdes thls, it is notorlous, |
that when beer is made in fuch a way as tQ. bc
unpleafant and unpalatgble, other hquors are naty-,

| rally fought after, .and. the pernicious - cu&@m
! of dmpkmg fpmts to excels js- mfenﬁbly dntro-
3 duced In Eng}and beer is the common beverage
Fat every table, from. the higheft nobxhty to the lowa
| »eﬂt mechamc. In that countiy it s, a wholefomc




o IN'IRODUC TION.

’tereﬁ of every md1v1dua1 to haVC that li-

quor upon as reafonable terms as pofii. -

ence of the: brewer ou srht ina reafonab?c

commend the brewers partlcularly to dif-

" ferent cla ﬁ"es off the moft refpe(ﬂable peo-.
'ple in- ‘the: kmgdom
fome Wlll perhaps fay, Whether we get

~It’1s no mattex

N % AN e ‘;:. Oul’
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and ag:reeable hquor, and undoubtedly promotes
that hale vigour, and gleat {hength of body for
whlch the lower clafs of . mhabltants there are re-
markable Ttis Well lfnown, that in Envland much
more work ‘can’ be accomphfhed by labourers- than

caufe s anda- very ﬁrong argament in fivour of this

'ble, and thus the eafe and conveni-

def-rree t0 be canfulted’ by -every in habi-
" fant of Scotland -~ But befides this, there
~are.many other conﬁderatxons Wthh re-

'~ in Scotland.+* - This muft be owmg to the mode of
| hvmg 3-for :a Scotfman who goes 1o England will
do’ more’ Work there than 'in ‘his: own countly An
exceﬂive ufe’ of fpxruous hqums is: nndoubtedly one. .

Iy ‘that ‘wherever the- praétice - becomes €ommon .a-
mong ‘the: labourmg clafs” of people, their maﬁersi :

o foon find that much lefs Work; can be done by thémr«
| dlan formm]yq o S e

RN
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A

om beer from Scotland or England pro-
vided we have it -good: and cheap. This
'wgument mdeed may go. down, with
hofe Who f&ncv memfelvcs uncoxuwc:-
ted vnth thereft of mankmd, 'md 1s' no |
‘doubc vvdl calculatu’x toanfwer. the pur-
‘pofes of an Englith monopohﬁ but if .
we Conﬁder the vaft quantlty of malgli-
-quors - ufed throuohout Scothnd there/f"
s {ur ely no. perfon fo mconﬁdex a&e ‘as not
to percewe that fendm g Iarfre fums ofmo-k_ ,_
‘ney to England, for a Commodxty Wthh :
| mlght be made to equal, nay, probably to
- greater advantage in.ourown,is a nauon- |
al lofs; and, of confequence, thlS pmé’ace'«:
“’ments the attention of everyone,as well
| '!'as that of the brevvers themfelvcs.,
it 1s moft certain, thatat prefent Weale in
[,dan ger of h'wm gt tlns valuable branch of -
\.manufa@cure takcn out of our hands by
’.zeafon of the opprefﬁons. under Wthh 3
the brewers in. S‘cotland labour
, *iwlnch are fo great that no perfon poﬂ“eﬁ- |

N ow

. L

'md




#. - INTRODUCTION

{*féd 'of capnal ot foftune fuiﬁcmnt to cars
ty oni the bufinefs Vm\a,proper ‘manner,
- feems inclined fo engage in it, or pros

"bably wdl ever do fo, until matters be

Epﬁt bn a footm g ﬁmﬂai to that on whu:h

......

EVERY One LnoWs, that vaﬂ: quantmes
“of malt liquots are commually itnported

| fr0m Enor}and and proportlohal fums of
money péﬂd for theIn, which might be

"ké‘pt at hotne, if the ma’nufaéture wis et

COu’x‘agéd in fuch a panmer amﬁng oura- |
- felves as ‘to etiable the brewers to make
| then' goods equal in Quahty to thofe of

¥n gland, which conld only be done by
proteétmg them from the oppreﬂion of
excifémen, and enforcfnd an equal rnode

of fufvey “The Scots beer is undoubted- |
iy mfe“nor in quality to that of England; 1
| But wh‘y is 1t: mfeuor? not fureiy for §

o “'want of ﬂnll or mtelhgente in the ScotS
- manufa&urers

for, in numberle’fs in- |
‘ ﬁances,

S
[
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{’cances the Scots have fhﬁwed themfelves

»at leaft equal to theif fouthern ne1gh-

bours in every. fpeaes of art or. mgenmn

| ,tyf The truth i 1, ‘that in Scotland the
brewers who Wlﬂl to manufadture thelr o

liquors in a proper manner, and pun&u— |
ally to pay their dutles labaur under op~.

preflions Wthh are not known in Eng‘-f

land, and which it is the purport of this
treanfe to pomt out. - Hence ‘not only |
,porter i brought from London but -
- great quantities of beer are mxported
from Burton, Briftol, and even from New-'

- caftle. In the manufa&ure of this- arucl@ e
it is certain that the. Enghih cannot boaft
-of the fmalleﬁ fupehorlty over us, plO— i
vided we ate put on an equality with
‘them; and fuch fcandalous and expenﬁve o

5 1mportanons are hot Only a lofs, buta
“reproach to this country, Which muft very
~ fenfibly be felt by every one Who has the ~
leaft {pirit, or'regard for the nation in =
g{whzch he hves f@r it is und@ubtedly true, R
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to ufe. the werds of a cdebla.red WI‘ltGI"
¢ That the profparnwof the country is
the profperity of . each cmzen. > - The
lofs. Juﬁ now mentioned is not the only

one ar 1ﬁn<r from thc oppreﬁ” ed ftate of the

- Scots brewemes. The confumpt of - bau-
lcy, ne of the ’taple commodities. of the
ngdom, is thercby materi ally affected.
It is the interef of the nndhoiam there-
forc [1e¥ take ths matter. into his. fcmous
lﬁdcrauon and for the perufal oi'
| the l’mded gentlcmen t’ns treatife is par-
tlculany deﬁgncd ‘'The mtcreﬁ of the.
~farmer alfo commdes in this re{pe& with

thau, of the landholdcr

punmpal confumers of the barley,- and
the beft cuftomers  the farmbr has. for
that: zuucle
{how, how, throu 1gha a courfe of Oppr efﬁon,

and 1t as now mtenued to

by thofe who raH themfelves executors
of the laW but in trutb pcrvert it. to then‘

own purpofﬂs thﬂ drﬂ lcr were nuned

LS

1y ‘exactions: of the ‘excifemen,.
,thought themfelves- 1nt1tled to d(,mand |
‘@ certain - fum’ from ‘the - manufaé’cu-'

The diftillers
apd blevvers are well known to be the

--able ~quantity. of goods Or not.
this was really the cafe, cannot adxmt of
-a doubt;
-minent in- thlS branch of bufinefs, who
“had the" courage to. reﬁﬂ: fuch’ impofition,
was - leaally freed from the payment of
1o lefs “than “three - thoufand - pounds,
with wh1ch the ‘excife chal ored hun, as
dutles on goods never mmzzg’ZzéZzzred

INTRODUCTION. i«

- and, by a contmuatmn of - the fame ~the |
‘ brewenes and other. manufa&urcs fubr ‘

je to the excife, are hkely to'ex pexlencc L
- afimilar fate. i

IT s Well known that the manufa&urﬁ )

- of Ioap is-now in' a great meafure tranf-
ferred from Scotland ‘to England ; and

that of ftarch  has in- many inftances
been- given up, merely: from the- arb1tra~

who :

Ters, whether they made-a proportmn—
“That

as.a fpirited manufaé’turer (=
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- frauds.

.'f‘gents of excife.
o doubt that -where a tax is laid tipon any
e *{pemes of manufacture, forme will alWays

-be found willin g toevade the payment by

~

e

CIr s no dolibt difficult; where any
mmmodny is fubject to excife, to kcep

“the ma11uf1€’curer entirely free from in.
. *convemence, in a conﬁﬁency W1th that

atchfulnefs requifite for preventmg

‘but even this fe-

Thene 15- itot the leatt

ievery poﬂiblc method. But it is equally

_certain, that whete the tax-gatherers are
"i?allowed any’ difcretionary power they
. will be'as wﬂhng to opprefs, as the manu-

" faGurer i is to fmuggle, and thlS the ‘mor¢
“lreadllv, as the colle&ars ‘of taxes ar¢

* fometimes- chofen from a clafs of men

- ;?by no, means celebrated elther for cwﬂl-

e

, " In this vefpedt, the brewers’
| fmay reafonably complam that the laws'
are exceflively fevere s
werity is nothing ‘to the illegal and - partidl
?ﬁppreﬁi@n exermfed by the, fubordinate a- |

INTRODUGTION. e

tY,y good manners or adequate 1deas of

Juﬁlceb S

v e

OR the whole it is mteznded by thc

prefcnt performanCe to prove, from un~
doubted facts, that all défcr;ptxons of ex
cife-men have: plainly thewed, that their
) mtenuon Wwas hot to em:reafe the revenuf:
“but, for their own intereft, to allow the

‘hrewers what hbertles they pleafed and

‘not to check them in defraudin, g ity that

in this: they have been COuntenanced by

thofe who dre appomted to cnferce the
,'echutlo‘n of the excife laws
Torey to add, that thofe-who are appomted ‘
- and ought-to be Judges of thé law, have
" not found Fault mth their condud; even
when deteded in the moft fcandalous
“inftatices  of oppreflion and mjuﬁwe

The 'ctmfequence of all this hath been,

the dmnnut&on ‘of the. revenue, the defa
ttudtion of individuals, and the ruin.
;mg @f a moﬁ ufeful branch of manu- B
I | fa&:ure, !

and Iam'f'
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‘fadture, VJthh many: have. abztndoned
| merelv on account of the vexations thev

daﬂy met Wlth ‘md from wlnch they
culd: -nelther perceive nor hope for any

"“"Iehef This muft be looked upon as:a
- great mxsfox tune; When we; LOIlﬁd(:‘l’ thdt

Scotland by reafon of its - ﬁtuanon the
cheapnefs ‘of labour -and the favour

able climate it enjoys-.for fermentatlon :
is parneularly well adapted for the manu-
' fa&ure of malt ligtiors.. - ‘Were this bufi-
nefs properly carried on, and advantage’
'taken of thefe favourable cn*cu‘mﬁances
| Juﬁ mientioned;’ there is: 0ot - the leaft

'douot that thlS country mlght not. only

j:m'mnné’cure as. much malt hquor as

fuffices for its’ own' confumpt Dbut ex-

“port vaft »quannues to foreign parts.
This has indeed been: attempted, and it
lhas been found, that beer of- a good qua-

_hty would be a valuable a*‘tlcle of com-

K ;merce, not only on the Eaﬁiern continent,
.fbut in the Weft- Indles "tlfo 3 though all

I.NTRODUCTION | - diix

!

fchemes' of czurylnfr on a trade of this

klnd have hitherto fdllﬁd and muﬂ: ﬁul

unlefs the obftacles bech hltherto have- |

ftood in the 'way, from the oppreflive
mede of coHeé’cmg the - revenue, be re-
govcd The attention of the landed

oentlemen therefore and of theChamber :
of Commerce, who have already regula—

ted feveral branches of buﬁnefs in this
Cou_nf.rv, is requeﬁed Itis only by the un-~

animity and ftrenuous efforts of the com- 'k
‘munity at large that redrefs hom any\
pubhc gri 1evance can be obtamed and in

“the ‘prefent cafe, it is hoped that every

one will conﬁder hlmfe}f as partleularly :
1ntereﬁed fo thdt all ranks anay umte,‘
in then~ endeavom*s for the removal of

@Vlls of fuch enormous magmtude.,
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'DISTILLERY PRIOR TO THE LICENSE, =

B.Ero*{E ‘we enter into any panxuﬂars 1ef
pecting the prefent flate. of thefe manufac—. ]
tares, it will be nece{Tary to eradtcate an
1dea, Wthh,r however common, is Certamly,; -
very far from heing founded in fad, wviz.
That neither of, theft branches of bufinefs can
be carmed on Wlthout‘ ﬁnugghng The rea-
fon of this notion is, that people, unaequamted

with the buﬁnefs fuppofe the produce, both

] | of worts and fpmts, from a certain, quantltyf

j of gram, t0 .be fo {mall, that the manufa&u_{'
rer cannot from thence afford to pay the duty.
Hence it i commonly fuppofed that the only

cmoluments
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emoluments enjoyed elther by brewers or

diftillers, arife from' the quantities of liquor
they can fecret from tbe exc1femen ; and in

| ultlmately fraudulent but fo precamous and
‘uncertain, thfu: no perfon Coald be thought
| Whhng to engage in them. The truth, hovv., /

cver, 10, mat in thefe branches of bunnefs as

well as_in every other department of life,
peop[e il always find ‘the’ proverb verified,

that bongfly is the beft. policy ; and the brewer

or diftiller, who pays ‘his dutles ‘without any

attempt to fmvggle, will be 2 more confider- - |
a.ble gamer in the end, than he who evadese

.them in- every pofﬁble way. N
five maﬂner m ‘which® the bvewmv bhﬁnefs«

18. carned on n a]moﬁ every town 1n Enghnd ,
- TWﬂl ferve to fubﬁantlate thls fa@c

* The exten-'

‘.,;A/_..ﬁ

THE’RE are,- it muft be: owned fome: per :
' fons whowill always attempt to evade @ duty,i
‘howevel ﬂlght and: imagine that they" con- |
fult theirown: intereft when they: do . fo.
“No - doubt" thls would be’ found a proﬁtablee
method of: carrymg on: buﬁnefs, could:ithey:

vade the duues, and_ at-the ﬁme time: have

N . e ever}’

PR

| and gives ‘back : a bad Wort
the prmmpal procefs is at once the moﬁ difs

(17 )
Z‘every other advantage they can propofe to -
themfelves by paymg them ; but this is far .
from bemg the cafe. Brewmg of malt hquors

16 an art of a very. complicated nature; its ‘pro-

cefles are. dehcate, and the criterions which
d1ﬁ1ngu1ﬂ1 the completmn of its various ope-

rations require to be acculately mveﬂlgated
o that to ‘make malt liquor in, pelfeé’uon 1s

| perhaps more difficule. than any domeﬁxc art

we have.! “The prehmmary part of the pro-

» .cefs vzz. maﬂnnOﬁand takma off the 11-

part of thie brewer. T is by no means eafy
to- ez;tra& ‘the ﬂrength of the malt to the ut-
moft advantaoe, and glve the Wort the great—
eft perfe@mn of Whlch it'is capa;ble. " In this.

. operatmn -the varxatxon of a feW degrees of

heat W1H maLe a very perceptlble change

f'both as " to f’crength and other propertle&,

Even in- the ﬁmple operatlon of b01lmg, the

v"ftmé‘teﬁ attentmn‘ is req111ﬁte as the copper

often I‘eCGIVCS a oood extraé’c from the malt
Fermentatlon,

ﬁcult to condu@c the moﬁ hablc to error 3 and

,'ahe moﬁ nnportant to" the intereft of the™

B

brewer .

t



Ez‘eWer. The prefervatwe ‘quality of tlu,
beer, its dlﬁmp ouithing flavour, its ,body,p and.
fpritnoﬁty, all depend, for their very exiﬁeheef
on the _}udlmouo management of this opera-
tlor).,, " |

»

FROM; th1s account of the nature of' b; ews
mg, it is eaf y.to fee how permclous the’ prac-

tice of fmugghnor muﬁ be, and hovv detrimen-
~tarl in every refpeé‘c to the quahcy of the li-

quor.. How is it pofﬁble for a fmugglm tQ

manufa&ure his goods in. a proper manne1
when oohged to. beﬁow, in deﬁaudmg the

'revenue, one-half or the greater part of that

- aLtenuon Whlch hrs buﬁnefs ought foldy to
=~engrofs ? Hovv can. good beer be made, when

the hquor 15 pcrpetua,Hy dlﬁurbed m 1ts - ferg
. mentation ; when not prope1 }y boﬂed when

obhged to remam tlll it is too cold or perhaps'
ufed too hot; or When its quahtzes are injurcd

, by noxrous air in the hldmg places to which -
| fmugglers are obhged to carry it? The defi<

¢iencics hence arlﬁng muft be deduded, in the
firft place, from the proﬁts of t")e fmugg}er 5
and in many cafes: even. thls Wﬂl be fufficient

'vto ovelbalance What he makes by evadme
: : o rhe

e . . iy

v
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the duty But beﬁdes this, there are other-a. |
‘partrculgu ) Wthh mufk be taken into conﬁdern,
ation. . The; utmoﬂ activity on the part of
the méinufa&urer cannot alvvays elude the vi--
gilance of the exc1feman. If he happens to be
aman. of mtegnty, many quantltles ‘of l1quor B
| will unavmdably be (detected, and the  pe-
naltles When laid on. Wxth a view to fuppreﬁ‘):ﬁ
'fmug hng, confequent upon thlu deteéhon :
| muft dnnimfh the proﬁts fhll more ; add to_'-\
a]l Whlch that a great part of the brevver s
| tlme muft be taken upin attendmg and cour~
nng the exelfe-man, keepmg hnn ‘out of the
Way, and atternptmd to procure hlS favour -
Hemuit fubje& himfelf to perfons remarkable
ne1ther for thc1r reﬁnement of manners, nor
the hberahty of then‘ fennments nay, if he
happens to have to do Wlth more than one
- ata time, perhaps the utmoft 1mpart1ahty in
dlﬁmbutmg h1s favours may not be able to fe-
cure hnn ﬁom the threats of abfolute rum.*,

ok Of th1s fome very laughable mﬁ;ances mwht be; /
glVen ——An affiftant ‘officer: _was appomted by Mr Mfutn; .
land the 1ate furveym-general to Watch a brewer s\cop- -

er 3 and that he might keep watch in the mof’c proper
manner he was promifed by the brewer a p'ur of ele@ant ’

T
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- Tt will now be proper to confider the detri:
inent arifing to the brewers from.the behavi:

- our of the excife-men themfelves. ‘As wecan-
“mot fuppofe all the brewers in’ Scotland to be

vicious, ne1ther can we reqfonably fuppofe all

- the exmfe»men-to be virtuous. - The end pro-
pofed‘ by government n: 1ayin<‘r on duties, is“
to produce a revenue for. 1ts owI purpofes- |

’ p1ﬁms, and had a good dmner mto the bargam.. The 1

gauger ﬂlCVVGd his zeal for the revenue, by deﬁ11n0‘ the

returned from dinnér and till this was ready, he looked

‘over..the: WlndOW, tlat if any of his brethxen happened
- ro come n the way, he mlght acquamt them that thelr

Pl‘“fLHCu Was entne]y unneceﬁ'ary For {ome unknown
1eafon thcrc was a delay made on tue brewe1 s part in

| , «1V1ng tha plormfed reward.. The’ gauger not receiving
the p1ﬂ:ols as he expe&ed refolved to let the brewer know i

 that exc1fe—oﬁicers were not to. be trifled with. He
thel e‘r'ore took the ﬁrﬂ opportumty of dete&mg a conceal—‘ il

“ ed barrel of Leer, ‘whiéh ought to have p'ud e!wenﬁeﬂce f

of duty. - Information of the fewure was giver; and the

brewer was fined L.y Sterhng Such men there are, no

- dbubt in’every department ‘but-we_are forry -to con- f
clude thlS ‘anecdote, with 1nformmg the pubhc, that though '-

- the commiffioner's ord red af enquiry into the affair, and b fuiled to t‘lreaten vengcance on the ma*mfa&urer, wh 1<,h .

A the above f’z&s were fubﬁantlated by the depoﬁthDS Of wit- could only be avoi ded by giving him next day réaft beef,

;ne{Tes y the offi ender, 1nf’cead of bpm@ pumihed for ‘his in- with the qddluoﬂ Of plumbwyuddm ) by w a.y cf mqkmg '

’ famous conduC’c was foon "lftel prpmoted to be a fetded B

<~ -
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that of the excife-men -may. rea{bnably be

thought to make money to them{dves. This

cannot be done where the brewers take care

to pay their. duties exaéﬂy, for the excife-offi-

(crs have no fhare in the revenues, tho they

| are. enmtled to a fhare in the fines, where any |
1raudu1ent pradtice is’ difcovered on.thé- part

of the ‘manufacturer,  'F hey have therefore
an 1nducemenc to prefer-the fmuggier to the

fair trader and thouoh now and. then dlﬁo-'

verles muft be made, i n order to make the'
Tbrewer’s felv"mts not to carry away all the houor till he Comlnlﬁioncrs beheve thdt tb ey are aalve and ‘
| diligent officers, as well as for. other reafons ; 5
(for if no detections were. made the- excu"e-

men cou‘d avowedly ‘have nothmo but’ thelr

bare f: alary); yet it may reafonably be fuppo-

| {ed, that much fmugghncr has been pra&rfed

B 3 BREE Wlthout

officer, and. afterwards obtained the ‘charge of the New

Glafs-houfe at Leith, w1th an increafe of falar 7. Other in- "

| fances myight be auth e*ltlcated where brewers or dlﬁulmo,, 7

have been reduced to avery embarafling fi fituation, by giving
one excﬂ'e-man only b011ed beer, while 'mcthcr n.a dl"tant -
quarter had 10’11’[ in Whlch cafe the boﬂecLbcef -oﬁrcer neves

mendso

I
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‘without any exeruon made on the part of th\t
excife-men to prevent it, and that fome Way
or other, they find it not difadvantageous to
their own intereft to allow the brewers to take
fuch liberties,
4n exc1fe-ofﬁee1‘ toruin even a fair trader, by
allovvmg one of his brethren to fmuggle to

fuch a degree that he can’ reduce the price of

h1s goods below what they can be fa1rly fold
vat*;and there i is 1o doubt, that thus, not on«

1y individuals have been hurt, but the pub- |

lic at large conﬁderably mjured by havmg
liquors of a bad quality 1mpofed upon ‘them,
From. this ‘caufe -particularly we ‘may derive

j -that vaft i importation “of ‘malt hquors from‘
- England, the value of which is fuppofed to be -

ittle; if any thidg, under L 200,000 per ans

S qpum ; and of this it 1s computed that the c1ty‘
. of Ed1nburgh alone 1mports to the amount :

ofL4o 000, " L

WHILE B

¥ A demonﬁratlon of the truth of thls aﬁ'ertmn 1s, that

fome years ago, fplrlts Were ﬁequently fold below the vas
: lue of the duty 1rnpofed upon ‘them by government

how then’ was ‘it poffible for” the fan tlader to lreep hb

t . A N ~

Hence it is in ‘the power of

- WHaILE the excife-men have it thus in their

power to oppre{% the fair tr ader there is no

doubt that they will frequend ¥ ezermfe it, as
they derive no advantage from them though
they do from the f"nugglel 8y
great liberties: allowed them by the late a&s,

g of parhament furnl{h many opportunities of-

Unhapplly the

oppreﬂion which they had not before, They |

-are now empowered to go 1nt0 ‘the houfe of

any perfon Who deals m eAc:lfeabl com1nod1~ ,'

ties, and to remain there at any time of the
day or mght as Iong as they plcafe. Iis eafy .

to fee that this power, when lodged in ‘im-
proper hands, may. foon become 1ntolerab1e
to thofe upon. whom it is’ exermfed and it is

| not long fince the gate of an emment brewer
in- Edmbm 'gh was broken down by a
\of excﬁ"e -men,’ and he hlmfelf ﬁned in ﬁva
| pounds, on pretence of adm1ttance not being. .

1ead1ly granted tbongh It Was then between

twelve and one at night, and 1mmed1ate ad«,- .
mittance. could not be expe&ed "The par- .

troop ;

t1cu1ar cu‘cumﬁanees attendmg ‘this tr“nfac-:»

tion every one of Wh1ch can be well authenmm”

cated, will ferve to pomt out is enormuy’

‘Ihe trader had been that day ‘brewing, the
: | B 4, - excife-
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exmfe-oﬁlcers had watched him tlll feven at
‘mght had :fecn the extent of his operatlons 3
all of them ﬁm{hed and his f'ervants 0”one
: home. There was a natural unpoﬁiblhty‘
- that the operatlon could ‘be- refumed that

:mght w1th the fmalleft hopes of . fucceﬁ;, or

_that the revenue could, in any manner of],
way, be defraudcd in four. o1 ﬁve hours, - He,

1crht have indeed ma{hed another quantny,

but no human power could have run off the
worts, and b01led them in the time; fo that

next day s furvey would certamly have detec-

Lted h1m. . The furv ey at m1dmght thererore,
‘was evxdentlv made, not. Wlth a VIEW to pre-
vent the revenue from bemg deﬁauded buL:
'to dlf’trefs and put the brewer to inconveni-
ence. The 1nﬁru&1ons given to exc1fe—o{ﬁ%
~ cers how to behave mn thefe no&urnal fur;’

veys, enJom a qu1te d1fferent mode of proce-

dure. Inﬁead of obeymg the mders of theu‘:‘

fuperlors however the exc1fe-men in the pre-

R fent cafe behaved as already related but even.
‘this’ was lefs culpable than the paruahty we

have novv to relate.———Another ‘brewer, vex—
a&ly in the Pr edlcament of the former one,
vvas that very mght furveyed anfl hls gate

' ‘ S Cin

in like manner broLen oper, both which'c outa i
rages were contr ary to law; the former was

profecuted and ﬁned for non—admlttance hut

no. proﬁ,cutmn was commenced againft the ,

other. ‘How can the folicitor or {urveyor ac~
count; for fuch evident partiality ?, It is the
~ boaft of- Eﬂg/ i/brmen, that “ the leaft conﬁaer-

~able man among them has an intereft equal to

the proudeﬂ nobleman, in the laws and coa—-i
ftitution of the country ;’ but n Q=cotland i,
{eemss to be othervvlfe. Here a pmful defpor
of an- exc1fe-man or fohc1tor can fufpend the

executlon of the. laws, and, like a fovercwxl
grant pardons at pleafure and thateven tho’

. bound in duty, and by oath of ofhcc, to aé” m :

2 dlﬂerent manner. o

IT is dlf’ﬁcult to 1ma@1ne the: leng(hs in ef -

frontery to which men will go when once ths:y
have throvrn of T the, {hacn\les of virtue, and
have little fear of the Ieﬁxalnts of. law. I

have been mformed upon. the authority of
I the excife-men themfelves, that in feveral

~towns in. this _country, it has been for fome
tnne cuﬁomary, that brewers fhould be fined

| at ce1ta1n 1nte1 vals, cJ::d at fach a_rate as
o e o would,
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Would augment the falary of the excife-offi-

£ers L.20 annually, and tlns Whether the

..former have been dete&ed mn any oH'ence or

not. . It 18 1mpo{ﬁb1e to look upon- thlS prac-

mce in any other hght ‘than as an agreement,

on the part of the exmfe-—men, to tolerate fmug— ‘

-olmg for a certaln fum paid to themfelveso

£

| Thld, howeVer 18 not the VJOI‘ﬂZ the ﬁnes are
“mot only arbltrarxly laid on, but exa&ed with

the higheft degre¢ of partla.hty“ Inftances

can be produced where’ brewers dece&ed in

50, ‘60, 70 or 8o per centy and even full penal-l

frands toa: conﬁderable amount have been ,j
allowed to efeape on paymg only 2 and a.-half' |

?er cent, of the legal penalty,whlle fr om othe; 85

txes have been exaé’ced Pr aéhces of tms

'Lmd have the . mof’c m1fch1evous tendency

 “The blevvers who are thuo favoured have an
| encouragement to contlnue the pracf’cice of
fmagghng 3 thcy run themfelves into all the
mconvemenaes attendmg this praéhce make _‘
nquors of a bad q 1ahty, and endeavour to un< 1 .
Thls method of.

| nnderfellmg is not only 4 great detriment to

the trade in: general and’ may frequendy be. " ,

ﬁ:ge rum of Jndlvxduals, but 1s chﬁtdvantagea_
' : ‘ - Qus

aerfell the1r nelghbour

‘r_,

o ous to- the pubhc at large' and for this plaiy
' 3

reafon that Whenever fueh kind of rwalﬂnp

‘commerices, a great quantﬁ:y of goods impro-
perly manufa&ured are fure ‘to be brought
to market. SR IR i

-
.

IN takmg a general view of the Whole buﬁ«

nefs refpefhng both the dlfhllery and bx CW-‘

ery in Scotland, it muft certamly appear very

-{trange that the excife-officers thould always

have appeared. thng to dire@ then‘ ven-z

| geance, in a'particular manner, acramﬁ the
fair. trader, rather than the- ﬁ’auaulent dealer,
A few years ago, the London diftillers raifed

a clamour that they were underfold by ¢ ¢hofe
in’ Scotland “The -excife joined in the cry,

and every fevere and unjuﬁiﬁablc ftrecch of .
. power was made ufeof to ruin that- brancn (_
' of manufa&ure. ~ Itwas not fuﬂ;clent to put
in executlon the laws, - as tney ftood at that »
"t1me, Wlth the O‘reate{’t rwour. The. hydrome{ :
ter, an 1nftrument never before ufed in malfuw: |

furveys, was 1ntroduced and that notby the

t leg1ﬂature but by the excife. Thelaw fuppoQ |
fed a certain proportion of fplrlts to be produs
: €<:d. frorn the wzyb or: 1101101 in its raw ftate;

‘vl‘% H
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and the duties were to be regulated according

to thls quandity. - If the manufacturer could,
by any 1mpr0vement in the operation, pro-

duce a greater quantity of {pirits, the furplus.

was naturally {uppofed to belong to himfelf;

but even this advantage, which no per fon of-
common fenfe Would have refufed Was “deni-

‘ ed by the zealous Qﬁicers of excife. If the

| '_d;ﬁdler pr oduced more than the legal quanu— |

ty, he was fuppofed to have done it from con-
cealed Wafh 3 if he praduced: lefs he was ftill
hable to the duty in 1its full amount. From

fuch fcandalous behaviour we may Juﬁly in- .
,fer, that the ruin of the manufa&urer, not
the In(;leafe of -revenue, was at that time the

obje& of excife-men ; and their conduét from
that time to the prefent - has abundantly ve=

rified the affertion. - In every inftance theiz
power was ftretched to'the utmoft j-and 1n e~

very inflance the oppreﬁion of: the excife far

exceeded the intention of the law, while that ‘_
opprefﬁon was executed with fuch an high §
hand, and with fuch infolence, as was ahtoeca

zher mtolerable. = By the ftatute at that time
a. dxfhller 3 ftock. was'to be furveyed at leaft
'once in thxrty days, and the exc1fe—o”ﬁcem

W’Cl’@

e

:(l‘f R

Ifa&urers in’the nwht. In confequence of

this permlﬁion, the diftilleries were infefied

“with- excxfe-men day and- mght dooxs were
’fo ced open and Walls beat do‘wn 1f 1nf’canta-- '

neous. admiflion ‘Wwas not givén j K as if locks

| :and bolts. ﬂlould have been diffolved ; in a mo-
| ment by the powerful mag1c of thelr bl ea‘th.:

}ay the- trader under d1fadvantages ‘was done,? !

- as if his. rum had been to- emlch the Whole
o Board ofExmfee R P LA A e

1
SN DO

HA PPILY for the dlﬁlllers, they ha¥e nev&r'

“got free from fuch intolerable oppreﬁmn and,’

by, paymg ‘the ‘duties on the" contents of the'

il are ‘enabled to ‘car Ty on their vvorks with

\proﬁt to ‘themfelves; and advantage to the

- country: “With the brewers'it is otherwife,
~and they ftill groan under the iron hind ‘of -
o;apre[ﬁon. The difficulties under Whlch

they laboured Were mdeed {o great;’ that the

~ bufinefs was in danger of being totally loft,

by réafon of the inferior quahty of the liquors’

- produced, and which left a decided fuperxom‘_.
":mfy in. faveur of the: Engh{h manufaé’cux er;
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pofe, was to be remxfs in. furveymg, that €=
very one Who chofe to. fmugg]e mlght have |
~an opportumty‘ of domg {fo. Thus indeed the

(30}

The commencement of the neW dlﬁlﬂfm y-a&

whﬂe it.gave relief to -the manufa&urers of

fplrlts, feemed only to render the cafe of the

brewers more defperate. . The excn"e redoub-
‘ led thell‘ opprefﬁo'ls and: they feemed now to

have adppted a plan of . fqueezmg from the
brewers, thofe emoluments whmh had for-‘
merly been derived from the dlfhllery, buL

......

The ﬁxf’c ftep to accomphfh thls purm

‘xevenue Would not be 1ncreifed but-as fre-= B
- quent deteéhons could not be avoxded the ex-
afe»oﬁicers, Who reaped the beneﬁt of thefe o
‘ Would be able to put fome money in their poc-
eets. Along with this 1ax1ty of furyvey, great

Iemty was ihewn by the fohmtor of excife in
the Juﬂlce of 1 peace courts, by preVaﬂmc on

| the Judges to accommodate the pr oportlon of
ﬁnes to. be pald to the. Wlﬂles of the tradels:'
a ahemfelves. | Thuo the whole buﬁnefs was
put upon the worft footmg 1mag1nable. ,_ Theg
aim of the 1nanuf1&m*er ‘NOW --Was not. to; i
| make his liquors as ood as poﬁible, but to- -

R BT ’ ﬁnuogle |

!

Gy .
{muggle as- much as he could with impy umyg

and to underfell hlS nelghbours. Hence a
very: confiderable reduction, in the. price of

§ malt hquors took place, fo that ftrong ale i in -
| Edmburgh was blought down’ from 48 to. 33

ﬂnlhngs pgr hogﬂlead In thzs, however it
1s certain: that . nerther the brev /ers nor. me

, pubhc wete muchi obho*ed to thofe Who ha& .
thus. lowered the price, the former bemg ooh(-&f _
ged to. manufa&ure thelr goods in an unpmwif-'?'
per manfer, with very uncertain profit ; and

the iatter beme“ fupphed Wlth hqaors of fut‘h
bad quahty, that they could fcarce -be ufed
and for which the- lowne{é of the pmce WaS'
no compenfa.tion. IR T A e

S

BU'I‘ beﬁdes the tonfequences Juﬁ novﬁ :

'mentloned another event, of - ‘great- 1mpoh' ;

tance to- both partles, had now Laken place g

wz chat a]l the manufaé'turers Were m the 5

power of the exc1fe ;- the fchemc Was af‘comm
phfhed and it was tune for thofe Who were t@ :
reap the beneﬁt of it to be<r1n t”hezr exa@ions:

- Inﬁead of the lemty Wh1ch had fo lately been
_ ﬂlewn tne utmof feverlty was ufcd T‘lc m oﬁ"
] ?ﬂnequa methods of furvcy took place -; 911(1

ot honqb,
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though numberlefs opportumtms were itlll -
siven to. evade the dutxes, yet this, as: mlghr |

eafily be feen; was only- t6 accumulate the
‘ -,‘.‘number'm finés ; for as to the revenue, 1t did

fiot nfe, noththﬂ:andmg the fevemty, Oor ra-

| ﬂlel opprefiion: made ufe of. With. regard to

the payment of. the fines; Wh1ch were: now

KhS Very numerous, the moft: {hameful partlahty

s ufed. . The dehnquents, ‘s ufual ‘were

profecuted before * the Juftices, of: ng 8
Com , % 1t is called Some manuf't&urers, )
R EYRE Tt knOWI}, ;

CoyE ® From the t1t1e whlc‘l thls court bears, and the im- i‘
= portance of the caufes frequently blouﬁ‘ht before it, the
yeader Wlll naturaﬂy fuppofe that the lhdoes are felec—

ted from among the moﬁ mtelhgent and 1ndependent genu
tlemen in the county " So Far, howéver; is this from
hiing . the ‘cafe; that. even - the “ex: jche of fuch a court .

has been ooubted by ¥ fome of them, when queﬁmns were:
: pat concermng its, tranfa&lons. _As the matter 1s manau "

: ged at: prefent, the court\ has the appearauce of bemg .

- calculated rather to put money 1n the' pockets of the f011-1
ditor ‘of e‘écmfe, and- {ome other friends, than dec1dmg‘ '
. Jmpartlally on'thé caules brought before it: " It i5 noto--

nous, that on Iy two or three gentlemen commonly attend'

Judges 5 and it. cannot but be metter of furprife to man i
why thefe Gentlemen {hould conﬁantly take the trouole up-
on them, efpeexally as one of them iga ]uﬁlce only ex oﬂ' cioy
and at, prefent Baron of the Exchequer. ‘ Ill-natured ,

’

3 people Would £ Y. that they der

’ 1ndepe1dent fortunés have’ expreﬁ'ed
‘ tend 1f thev only knew the time and place vﬂlere the meet- -

(33

knovvn to bc: frlends to the E‘{Clﬁ vvere elther

acquit ted altoged‘er or ﬁned in very trlﬂmg

fums ¢ otl*er 5 whofe cumes feemed to be no

greatex, werg V““y ngnl)r affeded ;- and this

the more efbccxally lf they had the boldnefs
to make dny def‘eoc ;i na V> it is evea faid: that‘

ihreats of 1mm’1fonment were ufe:
fumed o perﬁ”c in afferting thev*

4

ive /bf"ze emolzzme,zt from
 their atteﬂdance ; and it cannot be fupoofed that thei

eir dmmg v
Wlth the excife- men after the 1 meetmws,

-the _]udges are fummoned ; ‘aad feveml gent

an mchﬂatxon to at<’

mgo are held The fines exa&ed flom the debnquents are v

divided equally between the f01101t01 of excﬂ"e, the clerk of S

‘the court, the exc1fe1nan, and the ng Itis ev1dently,
fore, the i inte reft of the fohcxtor and clerk fo' have ds. many

‘people ﬁned as poﬁlbl ey and the formel conﬂ'zntlyaif umes; as

Lhel e-. .

- much:as in; his power, the authorlty of - a Judge hlmfe]f

and it is Juﬁly to. be rewrettcd that no mquny has ever.

1 been made into his tranfa&mns in this refpe& Tt i Is un-

ﬂoubtedly worth the dttention 6f fu¢h a numerous ‘and

'refpe&:"zble body as the jufmces of Nld»Lothlan, to re.."

gulate the' proceedmgs of a court Wh](,h bears thelr name,\ ‘
and where they haVe all a right to fit ds’ Judges, in mch a

 ihanher as that they may correfpoqd with the dlgmty of chas
, 13&@1‘ umverfally qttnbuted to the gentlemen of thate eounty |

d,if they pre— '
nmoeencc 3
and to adi to: thlS oppreﬂion he {olicitor had (e

frequent]y 3

can add greaﬂ to |
- their rcfpeaqblbt y. Itis 'z‘ofolutely unlinoWn how or wien |

lemen of very .

/
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. frequently the infolence to ridicule, brow-beat,

and 1nfult thofe Who ﬂood on their defence.

1\ay {o great was the op1n10n thrs gentleman
b

entertained of his own oratory, that he fre-

-quently attempted to perfuade the court that
~his integrity was fo great, that he Would brmg

no perfon before them Who was not gmlty
Beﬁdes this, fuch mean trreks and chreanery

~were frequentlv put in pr actice, as would
have difgr aced the loweft of the pettrforrgmg

tribe ; fuch as protra&mg the canfes from one

diet to another; by which decreets” in ab-

. fence mrvht be obfamed —a.nd even appoint-
~ rnrr an hour Wherx the party was to be heard _

in hrs defence, while, prior to the hour agreed
apon, a decreet againft him was awarded. Still,

however, the revenue was not increafed ; forit -
o is cer tamly & Juﬁ obfervation, that fmuggling

cannot be fupprefled by feverlty and oppref—
fion ; as the traders muft naturally look upon
fuch condud in theExcife as a fufficient excufe

for any thmg they ean do to evade the duty.
In the. prefent cafe, mdeed there feemed to be

no mtermorr to augment the revenue, but 2

| vde fcheme to mduce the traders to fmuggle,v

and thus at once to defraud the revenue, en- §
ﬂave“

~

- L)
{lave and 1mpove11ﬂ1 themfblves and fuppiy

‘the pubhe with bad hquors, on. purpofe td
’enrlch the fohertor fmd exmfe-man. -

In fuml a ftate of confuﬁon, xt i eaﬁiy to
{ee that the only chanee which any trader had
to preferve lllmfelf from riin, was by ﬁnug-
ghng as much as pofﬁble. The ] prices weré
much reduced, fo that the duties ‘could not
be pard ftrong ale bemg brought down from
48 to 33 Shillings per hogthead, as already
ment1oned portet was-alfo reduced from two
guineas to 30 Shﬂhngs per hogfhead and
what was worfe, there feerned to be no poffi=
b1hty of ﬁndmg a remedy; for as the favour-

- 1tes of Excife had cvery opportumty of eva~ -

ding the duty av very little expence the reft
of the manufaGurers weke “obliged to follow
their example ; and thus the fubjeﬁron of

‘the whole trade to the EXlee feemed to bé
. complete and irr emedmble. Private meetmO‘S"

how began to be held among the brewers, t6

_conﬁder of forhie method of f&*‘v‘i’ng themfelvcs

from riin, and thus fome general refolutrons. |
‘Were grddually formed Whrch, it 1s hoped |
| may n ume produce the moft falutary effets,

€z The1r"
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" Their eyes were. now thorovghly opened to

their own mtere[‘c ‘ "md ‘they perceived, that
‘while the prac”uce o" fmqulmg was continu- |
ed, Lhey could nmther fupply their cuftomers - |
with hquors of a proper quality, nor make a

~reaf011ab1e proﬁt for themfelves.. The only

’method of relieving . themfelves from the op- .
_‘ prcfﬁon under wmeh theV laboured, Was e~

,vxdently-a full and veluntary pay ment of

\ the dutles to government. Indeed mat
| ters were now come to fuch a cr1ﬁs, that
without zdoptmg this method there f‘eemed:

/no po’hblhty of preventing the whole trade"
from being transferred to Enghnd Not on—v

- ’ty porter and ﬁrono ale were imported {rom

that country, in great ‘quantities, but fome-
had even begun to 1mport {mall beer al fo. The

| onlv perfcms who had. amed by the fmug-

gling fcheme,were the th\,if.Ol' the exc1fe-oﬁi—
cers, and othe*’q conne&ed with i:hem, among,

| Whom the fines were divided. The prhC,
4 by having. Lquor ata cheaf)er rate, fecmed to

fhare fome of the. proﬁt but this was frreat-

ly overbcd ;ced by 1ts bad quality. 'That

the zeal of tne of’%ce s of ezafe et tlnt tnne

Wao not ane&ed to th mfancement of the

<

, Who (hke the devﬂ in a club of Wltches)

Iofs of his favour, if they did not bring
| in ghofe ﬁnes. ‘In particular, he charged Mr

1 having' brought hlm in no' frauds for,

re'» enve, .

(37)

revenue, but t6 the dete@ion of /bme part o{'
the frauds which they allowed the manufae-'
turers to commit, is evident ﬁ om the follow-
‘ing anecdote. " Mr Bonnar, prefen‘c folicitor
of excife, was ' well known to have frecuent"
meetmgs with : I\’Ia1tlaﬁd the Oen‘.ral furvey “
‘or, and other fupervﬁors. | At thuf@ meetmgs

the quefhon was not how to fecureﬁthe reve-
nue from frauds, but how to deteé’c them, and

to determine Whofe ‘traders paid moft ﬁnes ;-
‘never feemmd* to imagine that’ the Whole du—-' '

- ties were pald or that it was thelr own buﬁ-‘b

nefs to caufe thern be pald Mr Bonnar o

al-
vays prefided in'thefe affembhes ‘commend- . -
ed his inferior aoents in prop01 tion to the“'
dexterlty they had fhewed 1in the deteéhon “
of frauds, and did not fcruple to rebuke very

| ﬂlarply thofe who feemed to be neghoent mn’

this: refpe&, threatemno them Wlt‘l a’ total

hlm_"' 2

Aberdeen an aé’cive and’ dxh«rent oﬁicer w1th ;

fomei’
time- paf’c +The latter, probably confaous of ;

| havmo dxfchax gcd his dmy n an honeﬂ: and

G 3 fa1thfu1
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falthful manner, 1etorted fevucly upon Bon-
par ;. telhng him, that the tr aders under his

jur ifdiction pald their duties very well ; that

he could not a& fuch a villainous pant as to]

.al]ow frauds to be made to the. dctnrn nt of

the. revenue* and tba.t he bad more 11svht
to. ﬁnd fault Wlth Bonqar }nmfdf who had
not profecu’ced frande, ta the g;re’&t detumem

‘ of the revenue, whlch he nad di fcovel ed ; and

that he had got, no account Whatever oF {everal
Wh1ch had been or dered to, bnn for profecu_

t1on, th'1t aHowmﬂ" frauds to be commits |
ted in. any mﬁanee, was mrﬂeadmg otber tra-

ders into a notion that they might follow the
'feme praéhce with impunity, &, On this
Bonnar was hlghly offended ; told. Aberdee*l
that he Would do for him; a v101ent uproar
nfued 3 the meeting broke up in confuﬁon ;
and Aberdeen fuf’fered for his prefump—-
non, by being . foon after removed to Kil-

marnocL From that time forward nexthcr |
fupervxfors nor other officers had the cou -

rage to. oppofe Mr Bonnar or Mr Ma,wland
“inany thmg they thought proper to. fay, nay,

| they were even afra1d to afk for the fhares

b refided there.
: be 1mag1ned that the duty of a oauger is

of fines to. Wthh they were Juﬁly entxtled -

leaﬁ: Bonnar or Maltland {hould take offence.
| The

(39)

The fame 1nattent1on to the 1'ea1 duty of an
excife-officer was evident from the behaviour
of Mr Ma1tland who ,by a report he gavé into
the Board of Excife, had intereft to get Peter

'Torbet, a moﬁ active and dxhgent oﬁicer, fe-
- verely repr 1manded becaufe for two months

he had chfcovered no frauds; Wlthout confi-
dering that he had really doubled the duty
of excife in his d1v1ﬁon durmg the time he
It 1s furpmﬁng that it {hould

only to detett frauds, Wlthout attempting to

. prevent them, and it is equally furprlﬁng

for any perfon to fuppofe, that if frauds are

 prevented, there thould remaln as many as be-

| fore to be dete&ed

WHILE the brewers had fuch men to dcal
with, it is ewdent that there was but little pro-
fpect of their being able to better themfelves ;

~ as thofe, to 'whom they were at that time in

fubjeéhon, could eaﬁly over turn théll‘ {chemes

of reformation, ,by allowing fome of their

brethren to efcape with i 1mpumty, who, con~
tinuing t fell at their reduced prices, would

‘render it 1mpra&1eable for theé reft to carry

on their trade with proﬁt, 5 they paid the
S c 4. duty, ‘



\' duty. Thus they were. 'ob‘l,ivg_edk to folicit from,

the Board of Excife, an alteration in the modle

of furvey, by which it fhould be rendered as
. difficult as poflible for the manufacturer to

conceal from the excife-officers ;my quantity,

of liquor worth while; and with this view

they prefented to the Board certain propofi-
‘tions, by which the condut of the gaugers
fhould in future be reguliced,

* Tuest being confidered by their Honours,
met with approbation; and the new mode of

- furvey was put in execution. The good ef-
fells of this change were inftantly perceived,

by the vaft increafe of revenue; which, from

L. 300, or little more, arofe to verynear L. 1000
per month, as will fully appear from the fol-
Jowing comparative ftatement of the duties

for fome years paft:—r
Tl . R l- X &' -ﬂ{]';,“‘»
1785 4274 9 -
Years ending J 1787 4825 7
Midfummer -}’ 1788 4691 15
ohi1y8g 0 Berrirg v
k1790 10,817 12 ¢
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-{" Mr BurnetSur-
veyor General.
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- ARiszin the revenue even took place for

two months before the new mode of Iu‘n?ey
was adopted ; but this was entirely owmg to

the alarm raifed amongft the excifemen, and

to the time taken up by the Honourable Board

in deliberating on the Ppropriety of ‘aﬁc'ceptin‘g'

the prapofals. A Committee had been appoint-
| ‘?-Id in N?Yﬁ?;nb@rm 8, for putting in exécution

oo Propoled plan, but owing to the delay.
juit mentioned, though the propofals were da.

ted on the §th of that month, they were not -

adopted by the Board till January sch 1785,

| The principal caufé of this very fudden rife
n the revenue, was the ufe of -

{trument propofed by the Commmee, cal.

| led a Gr ariometer; which, by meafuring the.

'

V ) . 1 - o s . ‘ ’ .,, N - - . . .

| quantity of grain ufed, at any ‘time of the 0- -

| peration, could at once thew the precife num..
ber of bolls mathed, in’ whatever fate they

are found, ;Wh‘éth‘e‘ri wet ordry Thus, ﬂa‘e,

1 number of barrels, whether ale or ‘por"ter,“ pro-.
du}cgzd\ from any quantity of Vlhha'lt, " may be

eaﬁl}’_afc.er_tained; and thus the fair trades may,

be difting mﬂled from one- who is fraudulent,

The fullowing cxample il hew the gous

¢R& of ufing this infrument. A cor.
o . tain

i
A




(e
taln brewer who had compromlfed matters _
Wlth the exmfe—oﬂicers at the rate of one barrel
and an half of fmall beer from the ‘boll of
malt, at Wthh proportion only he was rated

4 in the exczfe ledger, has cver fince pald and

1 now paying, at ‘the rate of four barrels and
L‘J

*an half from the ﬁme quantuy T By the new
‘Amodc of furvey alfo, it was fuppofed to bein

a manner unpo{ﬁblc ‘that any fingle gauger

1
‘Whatever his 111(,hnat10n ‘might be, cou d
fhew any great favour to the trader ; for as

the brewers now Weie not furveyed by one

e*rmfeman, or by more than one at the fame
“time of the day; all of them, coming in rota- |
tion, acted ds checks upon one another.

Hence it plamly appeared how grofsly the re-
Venue had been defrauded in former t1mes ;
as the amount- of 1t {foon after the new mé-

thod was adoPted rofe from L 4691 1518,
o L 10,817:12:9 per amzzzm bemg more
n double What it had been, as already ﬁo- |

FROM thls great mcreafe of 1 revenne, it Wa; 1
reafonable to condude, that the Comm1ttee, it g

ti te themfelves thh the :
they did nof: mgra_ . Exafe, ]

(43)

1 Fxc1[€;, would at leaft havc been allowed 0
~carry  on their bufinefs in peace; but {H far

was this from bemg the caft, that thevfonnd{
| themfelves Worie than ever.

greatly to be wondered at; as the emoliments

which, fm o long, had been put in thelr'n

pockets, were now to be paid i in to the public

1”61’6’1116. AS lt was ﬁOt PI‘ODel 110VV‘€V€I 1'0 L

exprefs any: difpleafure at this ‘openly, Mr

Maitland ‘and his fupeiwfors though they

pretended - to acquiefce in the niew mode of

furvey, made NO exertions to enforce me fuli -
! payment of duties, but became 1ather more
, lax in their fur vey than before.’ Finding thar -
L nothing could be effeGed, while the whole bo-
dy of Edinburgh brewers: cont!nued united,
fome. people have been wicked enough to al~
ledge, that they began to pradtife with certain
brewers, in order to detach them from their
brethren and perfuade them to a® agun&
 their common mtereﬁ “The temprauon faid

to be held out on this occaﬁon the only
one 1ndeed they had ‘in their power to" ofx

; fer, Was a promlfe, that fuch as rehnqm{hed,

,.~\

-~ ther

The vengeanceiv |
of the folicitor and. furveyor—gencml Was now;

thoroughly aroufed ; and indeed it was not.




0 Caa )
the1r adherence to the new plan, fhould find
themfelves 720 wwfe than be_/'orc’, and notwith-
ftanding the experience the manufacturers al-
yeady had of the mifchiefs arifing from fuch
" practices, fome -wete found weak enough to
S yield to- this temptauon. - 'Fhe conf'equence<:
-are eafly to be imagined : thefe who deferted

N common caufe were treated with {fuch le-

nity, that they got off for one-third of the le-
gal duty, while the reﬁ Who refufed to yxeld
r “were moft rlgorouﬂy obhged to pay every

' : pcar ﬁ om an mfpeéhon of the mafh—ledoﬂ. |

FI’ oM th1s account- of the matter, we can’

T

brethren. The excife-party, indeed, were foon
fenﬁble of their own power; and had influence

‘where, Wth ‘unparalleled. eff‘rontery and in-

L them and they had proceeded exa&Iy accord-

1. - penny  that could be demanded ; as will ap-

be at no lofs to difcover why them,embers of
- the Committee loft the favour of thefe falfe

“ enough to- call a meeting of the brewers,
confiftency, they voted thé Committee, con- §

; fifting of eleven members, ufelefs and nuga-

tory, though. they themfelves had appointed.

i - ing'to the dueé‘uons of the Whole body. |
i ’ L Lol . ﬂo ,'

{ 45 D)

ment

\ Ezz’mbzxrgb Nbv. 3 1 /88

AT a Meetlng of the Commlttee of nine, ap-
pomted by a General Meeting of the Brew—
ers in and about Edmburgh ‘on the

}.
of O&ober laﬁ 298 B

 PRESEN 'r,‘ |
Mx ]AMES EYRE, in the Chzur.‘

- Mefl, ]ohn Cundell Archibald Campbeﬂ

\}ohn Hunter Archibald Campbell-Younger

Alexander Steven, George Galrdner and -

Peter Hardle ; alfo prefent, Mefl. David

~ Cleghorn, John Hardie, Charles COCL and'
James Anderfon Brewers. I

THE Committee havmg conﬁdered the refo-
Iution of the general Meetmg, and having ta-

Len under conﬁderatlon the prefent ftate of
the Brewers, report their opinion, That the

only method to put them on, an equal and
refpec”[ful ﬁtuauon will be by compelhnﬂ-

every Brewer to pay the full Excife to Go-

vernment for the dlfFerent kmds of Beer
and Ale Whlch fhall be b1 ewed and vendea -' -

‘an‘d“ |

as will" appeat from the follovvmg aglec-m
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and, in order to the carrying of this into exes

cution, and for making frauds more eafily

_ detected, That every ’Brewer‘ fhould agres
 mot to mafk fooner than fix o’clock in the
* morning, and the brewing -fhall be finifhed,
the worts put into the coolers, and the length

“declared at or before nine o’clock at night

* "That an agreement to the above purpofe thall
 be fubferibed by fuch perfons who fhall be

prefent at the General Meeting; to be held

to-morrow, who chufe to do {o, and to be

fent to thofe who may be abfent, in order to

" be figned by fuch who incline; and thata
 Committee be appointed to apply to tlie Ho-
nourable the Commiffioners of Excife, to take
~ the moft effetual methods for preventing
~ of frauds, particularly with refpect to thofe
who fhall refufe to fubfcribe fuch agreement; J§
or. who, having fubfcribed, fhall fail to imples

ment, or be guilty of any fraud; and the

- Committee be authorifed to wait upon the
Commiflioners, and take fuch fleps as may
~appear moft proper for keeping the Breweis
on an equal footing ; and authorifed the Pre- |
~ fes to fign this report; and to deliver it to the

) ern'etal. Meeting: -~ FETTE I O D RS

 (Signed) JAMES EYRE.

Cary

.

CoL e Ea’z;zéurgb,}\};w 4173 .
AT a General Meeting of fhé"; Bl’-é‘;vérs‘:thi‘g‘

A day, thél;e twere pfefént, Meﬁ: Jgunes E}rre
- William Younger, Richard Younger, John

Hardie, Archibald = Campbell, Archibald
Campbell-Younger, David Cleghorn, . Peter
Hardie, Georg_e Gairdner, I);éivid Kiﬁlgpnr,i“: |

| James Anderfon, Edward Home, Archibald
| Miln, Ifaac Salter, William Scotr, Charles
George Comb, John Craigie, Mathew Comb
jun. William Ritchie, William Sinclair, Alex

ander Steven, William Giles, and Andrew

5 Tur Meeting having read and confidered
‘the above report of the Committee, approved

thereof, and nominated and ‘appointed the

| former Commmittee, along with Meff David
| Cleghorn and John Hardie, any fix to be 2

quorum, as 3 Committee for carrying into

J cxecution the particulars mentioned in the
: fOI’egQing report.—-And we Subicribsers Obhge P

s to regulate ourfelves agreeable thereto ; the

| forefaid Committce being obliged to elec

~ three

£
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three annually as members thereof, inftead
of three who are to go out—The above elec-

annually

~tion of three to be made quarterly mﬁead of

Slgned

Methéw Go;mb‘.' }
‘Robert Barker. -

Wm. Giles. '
HughBell.

- Wi Gordon.

Wm. Ritchie. - Co
If’ae.c Salter. RNy
Wm. Scott. .
Archd. Milne. -
Edw. Home.

Jas. Anderfon and Co.

George Foreft, "

: Alexf.;walker,’”
' JohnNotman. .

‘David Hodge. -

 Janet Marray.

Chas. Cock.
Robt. Hamﬂton.

VVllm. Manderfon. SoE

- Jas. Gordoﬁ
Jas‘ Eyre:

Geo. Gairdnef.r :
Aleéxr. Steven.

~ John Hardie.
‘Wm. Younger.
.~ Richd. Youngei‘._ =
: Archd ‘Campbell.

Ar. Campbdl—Youngea

- John Craigie. .

David' Cleghorn. -

L Peter Hardie. |

- David Kﬂgoﬁr.
| lVIa;_thevy Comb, B,
Jo’hn_!" Hunter,

Thos. Laing..

~Andw. Archet.

- Chas. Salter.
. Geo. Comb.
-‘Wllhn. Smclau'a

SEVERAL

(49)

- SEVERAL brewels particularly d1ﬁ inguifh-
ed themfelves on this occafion, by their oppo-
fition to the Commlttec which they themfelves
had appointed, that they might gain favour
‘withthe EXlee and toaccomplifh this purpofe,
“were not. afhamed to'condemn the meaﬁlres
“which they had ' formerly applauded The_'
- Committee bemg thus deferted, and con{' cious
that the on]y Way by Wlnchthey could extricate
l‘hermelves Was a vigorous exertion, determin=
ed to aé‘c for their own intereft, and for that 6f
the 1’evenue 1n. tne way they had orlgmally?
plopofed By procurmg a fight of the excife |
ledgerq ‘they affured thexnf'elves that matters .

were as above reprefented ‘and the enor mous ‘
fraud thus committed on the revenue may

eafily  be proved from an mfpeé‘uon of thefe |
On the dﬂ'covery of this, and other o

books.

pieces of fcandalous behaviour on ‘the part

- of the furvevor—general comp]amts were laid

before: the Board of Excifé, and apphcatlons
made for the: removal of Mr. Maitland from

| - the bre ewery department. The Board thought

properto comply with the Commlttee srequeft:
‘Mr Maitland wag removed, though fill con- -

tmued to. fur vey manufaétures of 3 crreater im-
PR . . . D ‘: .

por tance
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portance than the brewery, and Mr Burrer,
a gentleman ofhonour and integrity, appoint=
ed in his ftead. - The following. anecdote
forms a ﬁrmmw contraﬁ betwixt the behavi-

ourof Mr Bulnet and. that of his predecef

- for i—A {hort time after the anpomtment of

the former, he was informed by Robert

»Laurre, oneé of M1 Maitland’ s moft a&ive fu-

pervrfors ‘on; the old: plan of making dﬂ:co-

- verles at the expence of- the revenue, ‘that

pro e

: CUZOI‘

~ he fufpedled a certain brewer ‘would abﬁra&
‘a great quantity of ‘his worts, for which reas

{fon. he propofed to. make a furvey next day,

jand\. thu‘s ,the,fraud»,wo_uld be difcovered.
This was entirely -agreeable to the method in
which Mr Maitland: had all along proceeded 5

as the fine would have gone into the pockets:

of the e‘icr{vofﬁcers, and his friend: the foli< .

but - Mr Burnet moré¢ attached to Lhe
fal‘chful difcharge of his dtrty, and to his: oath

of office; than to. his private intereft, told. the

furveyor, that if he fufpeé’ced any fuch thing;

e ‘he ﬁould m{tantly {fet an exc1fe-man to. Watch

and to prevent: any concealmerit from being

K made ,,_addmg, that he did not Want frauds,
.‘bu,ftj‘ the fecus 1tyc of the revenue, and that by

o S fuCh

E months.: -

(st )

fuch a 1&\ modc of furvey, L. /ooo a~y ear had‘ ‘
been loft to’ ‘the revenue, 1n the E drnbumh*

brewery alone. o

AFTE*{ the appomtmem of Mr Burnet to-
the office of furveyor-general, it 'was natural
“to fuppofe that the reveiue would have been

conﬁderably augmented ; but inftead: of this,
no confiderable rife: took place for three
~This * unexpected- |

had not '1nmh113.ted thé influence of his par ty

| Recourfe was therefore had Q. fecond time to

the excife- ledgers from which; as well as from

many concurrent teftimonies, it was. found
that the ﬁu‘veyom and other: o‘Fcers were ftill
inaQive in the per‘ormance of their duty;
| and it -was even undexﬂood that’ it would

have been acrreeable to Mr Mqrtland ‘and his

| party to put an end to that reform which had "

| been {o fuccefsfully begun by the Committee’; -

| and: which could notbe more " effe&ually -
§ dosie than by 1ev1v1n<r the lax mode of furvey ‘

i‘ 'Wthh had already proved fo detrimental to-
f the revenue. |

- Indeed, tofo great a- len th

‘was ‘this crlmmal lax1ty carried at the: ‘time -
we - fpeak of ‘that from the books of excife

D 2 . themfelves,

c1rcumﬂance -
{hewed that the removal of Mr Maitland




- Ty

B SNERL T

sy

BB R ST

R e

ET AR

R

A WE SASIE IR

o)

B N

RLIOEITT

E T N

: _,:’.:3\

T

. and  CVer ﬁnce, the revenue has nearly tr 1p1€d

{ 52 )

-themldveq it appears, that during the momh

of }u]y . 789, the whole furveys of the four

»ﬁxpezvnors deﬁgped as checks- upon the in-
ferior oﬂicers amounted Gnly to 22, days WOik ‘
-of one man; ' SRR WD

et

I\I cornfequence of th1s dlfcovery, an ab-

~phcatxon was made to the. Honourable Board
for removing of’;‘ the four fupermfor,s of I;dm-
| -bt{fghf diftriét, and: requefting’ the appoint-
- ment of three active and honéft meén in qua--
- lity of fuperv1fors and this requéft was com:
plied with byf the' Commiflioners, who were
“now fenfible that the propofals of the Com-
inittée had been attended. with beneﬁt to the
fevenue.. The confequences Nnow. were- fuch

as equalled the moft fansrume expe&auons of

‘thofe who- had. the good of the. revenue at

heart._ ‘Though the new fuperwfors were

'appomted during the fummer feafon, when
it is umverfally known that termentatron goes.

‘on. more d1fadvanta0feouﬂy than at any othex

feafon, ‘the monthly amount of the duties was
atwmented to -almoft the higheft produce of

the wmter months in ‘any. precedmg year;

thac

| dehnquents were very {lightly fined; in other

*'(53)\ |

| dmt of ¢ 1ny preceding year dm*i'w Lhe ¢
imu nce of me cld fyhem. o

on;

Tue proceedmgo of the Commz*tm conti~
| nued to be mohly d1faozeeable to I\/fz‘ Bonna ar; -
E who had now no other method 1 left of amozn-
phﬂm&p~ his nurpo{es than by exerting his’ s
moft efforts to have ’Lhofe who favoured me rc i

form treat ed” Wlth uoom the thofs \vno
Weie not flouhl be treaeed with equal lem-

ty. Though the Commuzee had repeatx(ﬂ y
“mentioned to the Comm1fﬁoners, as well as_

addrefled the juﬂlceu and folicitor by counfc I

fetting forth that it was abfolatf*ly necefl: ary:
- to exact penalfles proportionable to what ap-.
| peared to be the degree of delinquency v, with .
aview to prevent the commiflion of Lrauds, yet
the old praftice was f’uH contumefl

‘In ma-
ny inftances where t’ne fraud was proved the

inftead of the full penalty, only 2% per cent,
Was exa&ed thus plamly intimating, that for'

~avery {mall ﬁun His 1\4a5eﬁy S revenue might.

be defrauded to a very great amount, provi-
ded the dehnquent was not a mcmber of the
Comrmttee, or {r 1cnd1y to the iv ftem of reform-
o o D 3 : prok ofed

U, .
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pr opofed by it. 'With regard to the plan it.

{elf, the fohcu:or has umformly thrown upon

it all the abufe in his power. As if it were not

_poffible that the Edinburgh brewers fhould
ferioufly refolve to pay the duties, even when

they fee it for their intereft fo to do; he has
thought proper to thew his wit, by ftigmati-

/ zing it with the names of the Fra of  Purity,
or of the Golden Age; and the new mode of

furvey, which has been productive of fuch be:

~ neficial confequences, by ‘the epithet of sk §
courfing of a hare. To his. oratory muft we
| .ﬁkevvife attribute that thameful queftion” ge;
nerally put to brewers who have the misfor-
- tune to be called before the- Ju{’uces, Vig,
. Whether they be of the reforming tribe? Is
there any eﬁe11t1al d1ﬁere11ce between the de-.
anuencxes of a2 man who is a refox mer, and’
~who is not? Is there not a fettled penalty in-
- curred by every one who tranfgrefles the

laWS by evading the- duties? and dares any

man prefume to alter or evaée that penalty, n |
| deﬁance of- the determmatlons of the lernf‘a-

ture, Wﬁlle, at the fame time, . he pretepds to

| - adhere moft rlfrldly to the determmatmﬂs of

'.the fame leglﬂatuxe Wlth regard to the eva,
| | ﬁop

(55 )

fron of duties The Comrmttee mhﬂ f’or'noq

thing but what the meanef’t capacity muft in

a moment determine to be: fair and upright,
TheV are willing to pay ‘the full- duties to go-

vernment, and they afk no favour ; in any cczf'e."
» for themfelves 3 but ‘they. infift, that whoever.
tranfgrefles the la ‘vs hall be fubje&ed to

fuch penaltles as mav ‘effectually prevent
them from co*nrmttmfr tranforeﬂions of afi-

- milar - kmd in \tlme to come. Thuq only the.
trade can. be put upon a fair and equal foot-
ing, the revenue mf‘reaicd to its full pr opozmg

_tion, and ¢he public ﬁmphed Wuh goods of.

-a proper quality.  Aslong as individuals. X~
~ercife fuch- exorbitant. dlfcreuonary powers,it.

-is impoflible that this can, be the cafe. Jud-

- gesindeed have a dlfcretlonarv power, to pro-. ‘
| nounce, or even mitigate; the fentence of the.
| law, but they have no .power to alter or re-
verfe its intention. As litdle have they to,
’become parties, to delay caufes brought be-

fore them by people of a certain. defcnpdon,

| and to give exprefsly asa reafon, that they.

are litigous, and that the delay will procme,

the counfel ‘another fee, Vet all this hath o
1 been done, and thofe who, propofed the full,

e D 4_ payment
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paymcnt of thc duties have the moruﬁcanon

to percexve that all thelr labour is likely to be
thrown away ‘and that almoft cntlrely thro

" the influence of afingle’ perfon. - They have,

" however, the fausfa@uon of bemg confcious
that they have 1ncreafed His Majefty’s  re-
venue annually by a very conﬁderable fum,

, and that they have likewife pomged outa mode .
of furvey, which will for ever put it out of

- the power Of the exc1fe-men to connive at

fuch frauds as have formerly taken placef‘

and they fHll- hope the time is not diftant
when' they may farther ferve their country,
by putting a ftop, at leaft in great part, to the

| importation of drink from Fngland, Whlch‘ <
has been {o long: praéhfed to the detriment of
;v this kingdom. In the former method of fur-
vey, when only one officer had the charge of’;
- a divifion, it was always pofﬁble for that .of-
4.ﬁcer to connive at the frauds of the trader, by |
merely keeepmg his books open- t111 a proper.

opportunity offered of cloﬁng them to the mu-

tual fausfa&ion of him and the trader ; but

- now the cafe is entlrely altered. - By the pre-
fent method, the trader, though furveyed by

v_ an exmfe-man at, one txme ‘of the day, 1s ﬁlﬂ_f
: e hab1 :

o

{ "37' )

- s

liable to another furv ey the hme d&v by 4
different excife-man, and after that'] Dy a third,

fourth, or fifth. Should - *he firft of - thefe

grant any LdVOul" at Eeaﬂ one of m}y conﬁ,—

quence the: ﬁaud would cmaamly be dete&-
~ed by his' bretnrcu and un tlefs we' can fup— |
pofe fuch. a: num’rjer of excife. m@n to'be in
vleague Wlth thé traders and mth one 'mother :
there is an abfolute 1mpofﬁbun y of any fraud;’
bemfr commit ed. Should even this bu the

cafe, it would ﬁﬂl be d}ﬁiuh ; for novv “the

| books " are not aHowed to be: kcpt oppn ‘butas

foon as an exmfe-man has made his furvey

he is obhoed to poft it into a ledger kept’ bf'

the fupervzfor after wh rich ‘there can be no-al,

terat lon The Comm1ttee howbver tno thcy;'

annot now recelve any f&vour fr om' the ex-

" afe-»of’:cers ﬁna tha’c the IaLter 1n conj dll&lOI’l 3
_ W1th the fohcxtor can brmcr them to a great

deal of trouble Itmay fc‘,m firan gP that when

~a trader is conftious of inte f*ru% and payi m'

the duty on all ocwﬁ,ons nai? uld: havzv Lany

reafon to fear an exmfe—r 1ail, of to be in dan~
ger from him." I\mhmo ndeea of this kind

| couH happen, T the exc:tfe—men ‘were al-
- Wavs W1ng to d("t uprwhu g ,but fne Com-

: I‘huvﬁ '

\
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,'mltee complain that this is not the cafe; and;
| that their brethren are encouragod in them

nnqmty by the {'ohmtor and even fupported

by the decifions of the juftices themfelves.,
: The advantage swhmh the excife-men are now,
’ enabled to take, arife from the extent of theu
dxfcreuonary powers Wthh are {o great, that -
it is very difficult for'an individual to fecure |
himfelf againt their abufe, by any honei’cy or.
fidelity on his part

An mﬁance of this a-
bufe has already been related, in the cale of
a Member of the Commutee. The excxfe-a

_ man has a rlght to enter the Works of every,

brewer) at any time of the day or night ; but

this does not imply that the doors thall ﬁand }
perpetually open, ot that they {hall ﬁy up at.
the fight of an excife-man, as if opened by,
~ divine power, or by magic.
~ delay in this cafe s unavo1dab1e from thena-
- ture of things ; yet, in. the prefent cafe, the,

A feW minutes,

gate was not only broke down before it could:

~ be opened with the key, but the proprietor.
- was fined in five pounds for .not granting
ThlS was- an- evident abufe of

thlS part of th eir d1fcret1onary power, and to.

gprevem abufeo of thls kmd ‘no other meahocL |

L ., - PR

fcem%

Clent in qualh}:, Were xetu* ned.
S man Lharged thefe as an’ 111c1eai"e of ﬂock |

{359 )
feems. practicable, but either to et the doors,

ftand open night and day, or to keep a Wai,cha-'

man on. purpofe to admlr the exc1fe~oﬁcexs

. waen they talxe 1L mto thelr heads to furvey. |

ANOTIIER plCCC of dI{C1‘€t10Hal‘y power

Wmch fome exmfe—oﬂicers feem now to daim :
s, that of bemg pelfeé’dy (;eaf to tbe voice of |

'truth reafon or common fenfe wnen dLs s

deafnefs 18 Capable of producm(r a ﬁne, or

brmgmg a- maqufd&urer to trouble It is

faid by ‘Mr Sohc1tor Bonnar to be aéanit
the Iavv for any brewer to make an - in-
creafe of hlS ﬁoeL Wlthout acqueuntmo' the

‘exc1feman,\but there is' no law ‘which for-
blfls any part of tne ﬁock Whl(.h has once'v'
pald the duty from bemo carried oat and e
turned back again WlthO’ut afecond paymesnt,

"Tm thls however another member of the

reform was brought into a very trouble-

fome procefs and fca*"cely frot off W1t‘10ut a o
ﬁne. T he cucumflance vvas as follows »-éme ,

brewer fent out two hah hoe fheac?s of 1 fhfmg.
ale to a Cuﬁomer whch bemfr Iedfoned deﬂw
&,JLCI&—

and, in deﬁance of every teﬂlmo:ﬂ 1y hmh

could
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. e:ould be pr oduced dra ged the proprletor m~a
to a procefs before the Ju{hce of peace court .
from. thch tho’ he got off without a fine, he
could not VVlthOth much trouble and expence,
A fimilar c1rcumﬁance happened to the fame.
brewer on anothe1 occaﬁon. Teis palt of the
‘CXlee Ia.W that WOrts, if furveyed Wlnle hot
i .{hall be allowed a tenth part for evaporatlon ;
‘but 1f the eXCIfe man refufes to know Wnether
| they are hot or, cold he Can thus at any. time
brmg a manufacoturer into a procefs if not
into a fine. 'Phls was alfo the cafe with the
Commlttee bl ewer. A furvey had beeh made
Whlle the worts were yery hot 3 another was -
 made by one Corbet, a general furveyor long
| 'Wlth Laux ‘1€, the difcarded fuperwfo*' from the
br ewery, before the Worts were in a cold f’cate ;
and at this fecond time the eycﬂc men, in de-
_’ ﬁance of reafon and common fenfe, mamtamm_
ed that they Wcre cold, When ev1dent1y hot ;
and as che £ ull q_uan’my had not yet gone off by
evapmaﬁon the pr opmetor was char wcd W1th a
. fraud from VVthh indeed he got off Wlthout a
\ ﬁne, but not Wlthou_l_ ex peﬁce and tr ouble, as.
g before, e 1 is rcm'erablc that m tlus cafe,

me bl eWPr qu put m the fmud fc.hcme, by
o ‘ - the

: mlﬁaken

[

the furveyormgenera‘l Corbet thOUOh two. iun |

ey

- pervifors depofed that the Worts were a&ually‘ L

- hot at the tlme the furvey was made. Sl

a“' RSN

OTHFR 1nﬁances aie, 1{ pofT ble Pa]l moro. .

g]armsr and. uﬁtolerable.

furvbymg t’le ‘work ,of anotner brewer

-made a mlﬁake of . two barrels, (md though

repeatedly told by. thc fervant that ‘he:was

rels h(, had omltted m the evemnﬂ charged

| the pI‘OPi‘letOl" With a 1raudulent ancreafe of
B Rock cand mvolved hlm ina procefs 5
B the fervant that "‘ hIS ‘word Womd be taken
ja befoze his”. (the fwvant s)

‘ Was known to lnve been a(’uve n 'Lhe a’fm

tehmg

As c.he brcwu‘

of reform the procefs Was: o aprewo?c o

.‘,Bonnar that the exmfc man mought nroper‘ |
to repeat hls exoermknt on a larger fccue, and

theremrc at’ another fm vey, made a miﬁakc

i of ezg/bz‘em bar1 els. which n hl:e manner Wc,l @?
dlfcovered Scanaalous and barcfaced as \.[llo

j ’..Was : »1t Would probabxy have brouo*hc on a.

fecond procefs had not another : OGIC»I‘ luck«

1 vlly been attendm? the works aU. thevtzme be-

CLWIXE

An exufe~man, in

: reiufed to be Convmccd Nextf‘
fmornmfr hOWCV“I‘ he mcreafed t Xe. two Dar



(o)

twmt the two ﬁ*rveys : fo that the trea cherdus |

intention” of the formér was ~dete@ed. - On
'reprefcntmg thlS cafe to the Board, the excife
‘man was breke; but not‘.v1thﬁcwc1111g his de-
quuency, Bonnar thought proper to profecute
- the brewer a fecond time for the formel fup-
gofed Sl ence, mn{’cmg, in the opeq court, that
- the W01d
| beheved than th*\t of any ev1dence Whatcver.

:\,~

IN a th1 d mﬁanCe, 1n Wh1ch the abo‘ve

) bfevver Was concerned he dld not come off 1

eaﬁly An exufe-man 3ttcnd1ng the runmng
off a Copper “of 19~" bar el w01ts afked

the' fervah.t concerning” its length ‘or the
quantity of Worts of dlfferent kinds'i 1t WOle

produce. “To fuch que{hons thé Brewer can-

hot give an anfwer till the operatlon be ﬁmﬂl- :

ed though he i is Oohged to anfwerv “ befor

aﬂy part “of thé gmle 18’ cleanfed out of hls-

tuns, or other veffels of utenfils.”” In the p1 e~

- fent inflance, the 1ervant anfwe1ed that he

could not then Lell the 1ength as the operauon o

» Was not ﬁmf‘led but that he Would do fo next

mormng, ‘when' the whole Worts would be

run ofF ‘The excxfe—man aﬂied no mor quef .

fan exc1fe—oﬁicer csught rather to be A

(63 )

tions, but inferted the whole in his book 45 &

 fraud, for which the brewer, contrary to law,
~ was condemned in the full penaltyof L., 19:108::
But grantmg that the fraud wasreal, “which
all parties agreed  was not the cafe, Why is

this brewer condemned in- the full penalty," "

~when othiersin'a worfe predicament areallows’
ed to Pa.ﬁ‘) for nothmg, orforithe moft tr tﬂmg’

fam? The: Cafe of Mrs Andelfon brewer in’
Leith is {hﬂ mote: glari ing fhe 'was fined'in

‘one court t6 near thie amount of Li6o Sterhno
- without: béing guiley of any tz’e;pafs but one,

the full penaity of which was L. V7iT08 —Ifone

v'_.lnﬁance, a veflel, ftanding'in an entered CeHar‘, |

was conftrued into a concealment, for which
the was firied L. 127 ros. Sterhngrr Un}uckﬂyﬁ

'for any trader who faHs ander fuch fentences, -

there is no appeal to a hw}wer trlbunal bromi'

aftual tranfgreflions of the fame natme tnefeﬁ

brewers who: were not in th e Commzttee were

'acquztted which eftablithed tbezeport thatchf-‘, ’

| ferent decifions were given to different perforis,

as beft fuited the myfterious defigns of the
fohcﬂzor of excxfe, &c. :

IT 18’ tlns open and fcandalous pal‘tlahtv ‘

| ‘Whlch now conftitutes the principle grievance |

of 7



( ey
of thofe brewers who are ,Wilﬁn‘g; at all timcs
Lo pay: thew‘aole«dﬂ‘fies‘, and-which they are

now convmced will centr Lz, uté to the ach ance~

ment of t‘*lexr owh 11‘1‘:61 eﬁ as well as to: the
lncreafe of the revenue. “For- this. purpofe;
the*' hzwe as individuals;. fub_]e&ed them{feves
L tod. Very conﬁderabie rifk.  They- hwe, in
Athe frft placc, ta- comend Wlth all cheir bre-v
fth* en - who are dxﬁffe&ed to the caufe, ian
~who, are flill fo mfatuated as not to fee. that’f
| ‘thelr true intereft hes mna perfeé’c comphance-,
: VVth the laws; and not in a conftant attempt

to evade thel:n. _ To brewers of this deferip-

h mon the new mo@e of fur ey muﬁ: be: hxghlyg
'dlfagieeable as allowmg no roOm for fraud:
- on their part, nor favour on that of. £ the e\cxfe»
,men, nlefs thc-: latter Wwere fupported by the §
But were. Lhelr wiflies to -be accom-~
k'}lhﬁled the I"ﬁemers of the. Com1n1ttee mutt: §
find ¢ mmfelves in the greateft dan@er of Demgf

fohcztor, N

uttedy ruincd

vey. to be zaopfed it Wovld then be.in the
m conjun&*on,

pPOWer of eny excife- m;m

with the. fcu 1t0¢ to gmnt what favours. he.

| pleafed to an. mchwdual as for meﬂy prar“m-
L ed thus pmtmfr itin: h:s powel to 1‘£*1der{eﬂ

i

bJA'

(65) .

his neighbours, thouoh at the expence of the

. quahty of his drink. Thc Members of the

Commlttee, and all othera friendl ly to thelr‘
caufe, ‘who have no fa.vour to expe& muft of

¢ courfe be obhged either to give up buﬁnef's

altogether or attempt, at the greateﬂ rifk, to

§ new mode of furvey is contmued

evade the duties payable to government or to
make their liquor of a bad quahty, as has al-

 -ready been obferved to the detriment of the

public at la arge, as Well as of the revenue. But
befides this zmegzzal conteﬁ they have, in the
next place, to engage, with almoft all the | exw-

czfe-ofﬁcers themfelves, whofe mtereft itisto

conmve with the brewers in the manner al- 3
ready menuoned, as, by havmg a fhare iny
the fines, they would thus become poffeffed

| of many perquifites thch they cannot by

any means obtain -at prefent nor ‘while the
e ma.y

| be fald mdeed if the ﬁnumrhng brewers are
Were the ol d mods of fuare. | fined, how is it 1:0 be fuppofed that they vul
| Carry on a tr ade ev1dently to the1r own pre« j

| Jjudice ?- But the anfwer to tlns is obvious ;=

a brewer can aﬁ‘brd ‘to allow the deteéhon of
one bar rel and to be fined 1 n a fmall fum for
1, provxded he is allowed to earry off hun-

E dreds




'by no lefs than 236 pot mds._
| month there was an encreafe of 40 pounds a-
bove . the former- and tne third month of |

B bre;wers,

ey

’ dreds without dete&i}on? neither Cah the-ﬁrxallu ;

nefs of the fines be any objeétion to what 1§

Juﬁ now advanced as the number makes up.

for, the deﬁcxcncy in this refpect; and the

\;vhole lofs devolves. ultimately upon the re-
'venue, and fuch_brewers as pay the full du-
‘ties. - 'Ihe great lofs formeﬂy {uftained by
'the revenue is moft evident from an infpec-
thIl of* the excife books, before and after the
new mode of furvey took place. The -Very

ﬁrft month after the application was made,
even before the new method took place, fg

great was. the alarm | among the gaugers onf
~account of the propofal that by merely exer-

t1ng themfelves and doing their duty better
than formerly, the revenue was augmented
‘The next

118 pounds. . From ‘that t1me the rlfe has

been fo. amazmg, that 1t is 1mpoﬁblc for
any perfon to beheve that the former defi- § oughe to have bec en laid afide, and no thoug hts»‘
ciency could be occaﬁoned bv any thmgj eH'e; i : -
~.than a remrﬁnefs, or rather VVllIuL ne‘)hwe'lce
of” the ‘excife-men, m conmn@uon with the

Thus, in ]'muarv 1788, the a-

- mount

mount of the revénue was Log57:14:3; in_iiu oo
| January 1790 it'was L.g87:10:10; in Feb-. - =
juary 1788 it amounted to L. 420 19:9; the R
| fame month of 1790, it was no. lefs than i
L L. 1038 1:3.
been found in every fucceedmg month thus‘.

| in March 1788  the' whole amount was no o
| more than L. 387 18 7 ‘while in’ March 1790 o
| it was L.goz: 6s.:-In April 1788 it was -
L.416:1g:10; but in April 1790 the fum
| was auwmented to L.1 1401713, Yet all this. -
g dme, when the revenue was fa deficient, the
fines of brewers Were very frequent and the,:'.;
exc1f'e-oﬁicers appeared to be exceedlngly aC-‘;j

} tive in deteﬁrng the’ frau,dulent praé’uces of

§ thofe whom they furveyed The matter then

is. ev1dent to demonf‘cratron, thcrt however this
‘mode of ﬁu vey and infliting armtrary ﬁnes

| may anfwer the purpofes of the eXC1fe-men,;

' or of partrculdr brewers, it anfwers none.
K3 ‘governmerit, and confequently that it

| of renewmg it ever entcrtamed

the bz evvers Who ftand forth for the reform-‘ =

a & )

A proportional 1ncreafe has

BUT beﬁdes the body of mfermr ofﬁcers,

]3 SR ed
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ed method of furvey have to bear the weight
of Mr Bonnar ) zefentment the prefent {fohici- -
tor of excife, in Which indeed the new furvey-
or-general feems to be involved no ‘lefs than
“they. The reafon of Mr Bonnar’s dlfpleafurels
- wvery evident ; namely, that he is entitléd to 3
|, very conﬁderable {hare of the ﬁnes, mfomuch |
that his ofﬁce was fuppofed to be Worth no
" lefs than L.1800 per annum, when both brew—v
ery ‘and d1f’allery were under the exc1fe. No
wonder' then, that now When fuch a conﬁder-'

able deczeafe of his revenue, fvzz. no lefs than

;fOur hundred pounds Stelhng, is likely to take
: place, he fhould vent his wrath in every pof- -

fible manner. A ‘moft glarmg inftance of [
this, was his caufing Mr Hope, the kmgs'\"

counfel charge the Committee in open court

with a diabohcal fcheme\é 1nven;ed and cal-

culated to def’cxoy the {mall brewers ; “while

. in fa@ the fcheme, as he called it,» was ulti-
| mately for. the mtereﬁ of the ﬁnall brewers,

as well ao thofe Who Cou,xd aﬁ‘ord to-carry on

E 1hev‘ ope;atlons on alarger fcale ‘the reafon §

L of

Tevenue, and to prevent,pnﬁahty in the e*;ecutxon of t‘le\'

lqws, deferve ‘the eplthet of DIABOLICAL:' =

<uery Does a pl'm that is calculated to Rcme the

{ 69 ) o
of which has been. already,-eﬁplained. " How

far it is- proper, that a folicitor of excife

. :fhould be. admitted. to any {hare in the fines

: ‘Aamﬁng from frauds on the revenue, is {ub-
mitted to the' _]udgment of the public: certain.

it 1s, - that i England no fuch cuftom pre-~

B ,vaxls, and 1t-is equally certain, that thc allew— .

fﬂlare in ﬁnes, muﬂ: be a temptauon to hlm

B it is ‘the duty of every one in public office-to -
| obferve, efpemally of one whofe oﬁicml fis

tuation gives him g”eat influence over: the
Board of Excife. In many inftances, how-
Aever, it is evident that Mr Bonrnr, inftead of

_being 1mpa.rt1al has violated every rule of de=
’(‘ency towards. his’ fuperlms, when he found -
| that his own. partiality and refentment could
nat be adopted againft. thofe who had: offend-
| ed him by paying their. full duties to government. ‘7
| Thus, in" one of- the caufes againfta brews
er before mennoned Mr Bonnar' thoughtf
| proper to refleét upon the Honourable Com-
| miflionier's themfelves, faying, in-open ‘court;
that they had aded wrong, and he would

P

| to wilh for an increaf¢ of their number, and
to'deviate from that firid 1mpart1ahty Whlch .

B3 tellif
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known how to execute it.

i 70 )
tell them {o, as”if they had been mcap..

table of’ perfmmmg thelr duty, or had not
“We ' are: foxry

-thus -to make fuch a public.attack: on an in-
“dividual’; but when an 1nd1v1dual 18 entruﬂ:-
ed W1th any ofﬁce by the km

and m con—

(ﬁdence, if he abufes’ that conﬁdence by fuch .
~feandalous partiality as Mr - Bonnar - ‘can be

proved to have exercifed, we may’ furely 1{ay.

‘that he betrays the king, forfeits -all title
‘to: the regard of - hlS ‘countrymen, and that
-hls ‘condué cannot be ‘too feverely ammad-
"vertedupon. A e

S HOW‘ ‘much the refentment not only of Mr
Bonnar, but of the reft of that party was ex-
cited by the adoption of thenew mode’ of
’ .ﬁrvey,~ and the confequent increafe of ‘r'e\‘re-;
~nue, is ‘evident from- the follovvmg fa&s.
‘The-city of’ }idmburch draws a duty of one §
- fixth of 2’ pcnny upon every Scots pint of ale,
which duty is exalled agreeable to the quans |
tity charged by the excife-officer ; and which;
- under the new furveyor Mr Buriet, and thc,
fuperwfom : fubordmatc to hxm, has been |
: FE e augmenced |

o)

augmented to a. very confiderable fum., On

| this account, in the month of F ebruary 1790,

’the town council of Edmbuwh with confent

of the' Commiflioners of Excife, _ordered ﬁxty

guineas to be paid to Mr Burnet, and twenty— -
to each of the three fupervxfors under him; as
a teftimony of the fenfe they had of the fideli=
'ty and integrity with Whlch thefe officers had
d1ﬁ.harged their duty.  Mr Maitland, the -
former furveyor, complained of this gift, by o
Tetters addrefled to-each of the five Commdn- ‘
_ _ﬁoners, as bem 1g a tacit 1eﬁe€uon on hlS cori-
i du@, as he pretended that the amounts were
as high from January 5. to July 5 1789,7’

when the brewery was under his manage—- "

ment as thcy were in- the fix months from_

July 5. to the 5th of January. laft, when Mr

| Burnet had- the management  of it.” This
B ftate of the matter, however, was ewdendy*‘
| unfair; as durmg the former “period, there
| s alway;‘ a greater quantity- of ‘drink bvewed_;

than dunno the latter, which will eaﬁly be

feen ﬁ om the ﬁatement of Lhe 1evenue alrea-«
dy glven for fome time pa{’c Nothmg in-

| deed can be more plam than that a: vaft in-

| creafe of revenue has taken place finge: the

’ new\ o
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niew method of ﬂzrvey was adopted, and Mr §

Burnet appomted to the office of furveyor»ge.
tieral.. To the proofs -which have already

~been of}"el ed on this fubject, we fhall only add

,the fol Iovvmg comparifon, wviz. that the a-
mount of the duties for four months, endmg
with the sth of AprlI 1790, 1s L 4017 9: 11,

| while, durmg the {ame perlod in 1788 it was

o more. than L.x 719:6:4; the balarice in
favour of the new mode of furvey bemg no
defs than L. 2298: 3:7, in ‘that thort fpace of
time. Obfervatmns of the fa,mb klnd but e-
qual]y prepoﬁerous a*}d il founded Wlth
thofe of Mir Maitland,were made by the ng $

Counfel at the deﬁre o; Mr Bonnar “himfelf, §

- who attempted to - prove, from the ftatement
already given, that there was a rife in the- Te-
‘venue during the time that Mr Mntland of-
ﬁcxatbd

~ever, arﬂ oovxoas ffom the very auLHomLy to

) Wlnch he ap pealed thch, thoug’q it has’ al- ]

ready Lc‘-:e‘l repeatedly taken. notlce of we

- dhall. once ‘more-fet for th i in 1ts proper pomt i B

of VIGVV .

m the month of Aprd 178 8, the a-

mount of the revenue was Log416.:19: IO in

l\Iay, the fame year L.394 L3 6 m June,
' L 382

- The fallacy of his aﬂertzons how-

( 73 )

1.382:19:9; in July, L.334:10: 25 in Au-
guft,L.316:7: 5; in'September, L. :333:7:6;
It is impoffible that
‘any perfon can, with the lea{’c .appearance of

in O&ober, L. 3341 3:8.

truth, fay, that there was any, rlfe of the re-

‘venue during thefe ﬁx months . on the con~
trary, there ‘was an évident “decreafe from
L.416 to L.334; not 1ndeed abfolutely ‘with-
out mtermlﬁion, for the'l in. a {hort time there
| muﬁ have been no revenue at ally but fuch
“as {hewed that government was’ fome how or
| other defrauded of its right; and that the

',exmfe-ofﬁcers ‘were. elther unable or unwill-

ing to-counteract thefe. frauds " That i it was

’negle& of duty, and not inability in - the ex-

' c1fe-ofﬁcers, which had the occafion of th1s, 15"
likewife evident from the great rﬂ"e which - |
' 1n£’cantly‘,-»_took~place,‘on_the,apyhcauonv bemg o
~made to the Commiflioners for a new mode
of furvey. Thus, in the month of Novem-
‘ber, on the 6th day of which the apphcatlon -
"Was made, ‘the revenue was increafed by
L.1o3:1431, and- the following - month by

L.339:7: 3, more than it had be¢n in Oé’co-u

“ber. How came it to.pafs that fuch a fuaden o
rife {hould take pla.ce n thefe two months, and
‘ : SRR - tha!:; |
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.I that the revenue ﬂmulu be uoubled in fuch a
fhort time ? No fuch thing had happened the

precedmg }ear for'in’ the month of Novem-
ber 1787 the revenue was - only Li416:7:8;

and in - the month of Decembel ‘no .more

than L.g23:12:7. ‘Shall We fuppoﬁ that
the brewers in ,Edmb_urgh hc.d_m the month
of Oé’cd?je’r 1788 refolved to. brew twice the
| quantlty ef liquor which fufﬁced their cufto-

sners ? or {hall we fuppefe; that in the month

of” Novembrl that year, the 1nhab1tants of
_ the metroyo‘is were vifited by a raO‘mg thirft,
_Whmh has. contmued to increafe ever fince?
~ Is-itnot ev1dem, that previous.to the applica-

tion for a new "mode of furvey, the whole

‘pmie of excife- officers had been negleé’ung’

their duty, and. mdermg the brewers to' de-

fraud the revenue, on purpofe that they might

fill the poekets of the fOilCl"OI‘ &c. withthefines

- which would frequemly arife from deteCtions,
tho’ thefe dete@ions bore but a fmall propor-
 €101’1 to the' quanuty which was fmuggled to
the great demment of the revenue? On the
~other hand is it not now equaﬂy ‘evident,
~ from ‘the great augmer}tatmn of" revenue,
| that feW orno ;Lauda are’ commltted of near-

\

o Yy

| s ) |
ly équal magmtude ‘with' the" former and

“that the excife-men are domg their duty much
‘better? Isit not equally evident alfo, that. the

,‘exceﬁive d1fpleafure of the folicitor, and the
per fecution commerniced agamﬁ: Mr Burnet the
| prefent furveyor- general cannot be the effeét
of Zeal for the revenue, but of the refent— |
vment of fome interefted’ people, on account

of a dlmmuuon of” the1r profits by the full

3 ﬁpaymentor; ‘the duties. At his defire, i 1t has
“been furmifed, an inquiry was made into
‘the condu@& of Mr ‘Burnet and  his offi-

B 'eeré;"'withb‘ut"" any juft i pretenee of " defi~ -

ciency of . révenue, the only. thmg ‘that -

“could render fuch a ftep. neceflary *. A

Mr - Corbet one of the general fuper\nfors

B reﬁdmg at Stlrhng, was pitched upon for the
| "purpofe ‘and in what manner_he conduc&ed
“the 1 1nqu1ry will beft appear from the follow-
ing facls. On his- commencement he expref

e PR .(‘j R
e e

* VVould it not have Been more conﬁﬂent with the duty

‘ of Mr Bonnar, to have . caufed an enquiry to be made into
“the condué’c of Mr M’utland, the predeceﬁ"m of Mr Bumet. o

Under Mmtland’s management, the brewery revenue ‘had

I B dwmdled down to a perfe& triflé—under Mr Burnet lt
E has been nemly trlpled  Oh tezzgpom’ O mores ! ‘

1

i
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fed the greate(t enmity to thofe traders who

had promoted.the hew mode of furvey, pro-

: ceedmg even fo far as to fay, that could he

find them out ‘in any fault, it would give
- him the greate‘l pleafure., |
alfo that he- made ufe of threats to Intimi-

It can be proved

date the officers ; telling Mr Mlllar furveyor'

in the Canongate that he himfelf, ‘with My
.Leven, were to furvey as generdls upon. the

brewers' that Mr Millar ‘would foon have .
: ‘no ‘occafion for the flools in his exmfe-cham- ,

ber, mumatmg thercby, that heand the pre-

{ent {et-of fuperwfors Were to be. turned off.

On afking Mr Hannah, fupervifor at- Leith,

“about the condu& of Mr Burnet, and: not.

irecelving fuch anfwers as ‘he withed, he pro-

Prevxous to the e‘iamma‘oon the witnefles -

ceeded to execmte ‘Mr Hannah, and to tell
him, that he could give other information if
he hacl a’ mind. In the very takmg of the

depoanons of the. Wltneffes ‘who were "exa-

mined,  the fame partlahty was - obferved.

'-Were aﬂxed what they - hid to fay; and on

not recewmg fuch anfwers as he defired, the

_ fame mode of execratlon was followed with

) 3 threat o turn the exelfe-men out of their
| ' places, :

( 77 ) |

“places, if they did not take care. In fome
~cafes the depofitions were not allowed to bé-
‘taken down and, 1n {hort 1t was ev1dem: thatr

he Wlﬂled none to be exammed but" thofe

- who were ill affe@ed to the oﬁicers employed :

at that time ; - and there is great reafon to' be-
lieve, that thcfe perfom were. pomted out by
fome who were interefted in, the abolition of

 the new mode of furvey, and re—eﬁabh{hmem :
of the old Tha.t this was really the cafe, be—- 4
~ comes ftill more probable when i itis conﬁder‘ f

ed, that on Mr Corbet’s giving in a report to
the Comxmﬁioners of Mr Burnet’s condud,

he ftuffed ‘the paper- Wltll fuch falfehoods as,
had ‘they operated accordmg to_his with,
- would certainly have turned Mr Burnet out eu_
his place. He has however been allowed, con~
trary. to . the ufual cuﬁom in-fuch cafes, to

anfwer h1s report; a degree of indulgence

’Whlch certamly {thows that the Commlfﬁoners )
 were fen ible of his havmcr done his duty ;
and the G1eat len@th of time dunng wlnch,
“this matter has been depending, plamly evin-
ces \the difficu lry Wth.ﬂ Mr Corbet has to
fubftantiate his cha arges ;. as well as that the e

oo Come

-

o~
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" Commiffioners are determined to inveftigate
“the affair in theﬁmof’c‘ complete 1nanner.;,§

red that his ideas were entirely perverted, fo
that he xeally did. not know the duty of his =

/ Who beﬁows a moment’s conﬁderatlon upon.
the {fubjed, that the intention of the 1eg1ﬂ1- |
tme in makmg eX(:1fe laWS, _and appomtlng -
exelfe»of'icers to colle& the dutles, is not to-

4 78 ) : |

\VB ﬂlall clofe the dlfagreeable taﬂ{ of ma-

ng ammadverﬁons on the condué& of 1nd1-

viduals,’ with one. other anecdote relatlve to
the ventlema.n laft ment1oned and the Tea- -
{fon of owma thxs anecdote 18, that it leads’

to the decxﬁon of a pomt ‘moft 1mportant 11

1ts nature to the revenue, to the public in

general and to the brewers as mdwxdualo.

thle the dCPOﬁthnb regardmg Mr Burnet’ s
ondu& Were taking down, Mr Corbet with -
a view no doubt of thowing hls own dili~
gence and a&ivity in buﬁnefs, thought pro- |
- per to inform the’ byftanders, that at a court
lately - held at Dunfermhne,l no lefs than -
20,000 gallons of ale, concealments Were,'.r

brou Oht to light, -

omce. It s Certamly obv1ous to every one

tha.m,

M/M‘/Iﬂ’/ 4/(?4’ é’é’!ﬁf/{mmfﬂ’ﬂ?{/ 4’7{7.41“ tf&/{) 17 /*fxf) ¢A"m 7

Id
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Th1s fpeech plalnly {how-

‘Mr Lurnet to this. mnuendo of Mr. CorbeL”

( 79 )

obtam fines by allowmg thefe hm-g to be. e-

vadcd bnt to o'btam
},ofes of government.

revenue fur the pur«
The anﬁfver made by

was exeeedmgly proper, viz, -thatif he (Mr

borbet) and his oﬁicers had done their duty

by {Lcurmg the revenue, in the firft inftance,

'1110" connnncted

there Would have been no concealments to be.

found

part of t‘le ﬁne

of - detcé’uons bear but a fmall proportion to |

thal. of the frauds which efcape with impuni-

B ty.  Hence Mr Burnet very. Juﬁly obferved,
_ that had Mr Corbet and his officers done

~operation of th‘/VlDJ’ an:

.be‘alwa)s m their po cAoy to

thc1r duty in. the mannel above mennoned

it Would have put no moiic ¢y in their pe ockets,
’I‘*&)*hmfT can be more cafy, than for.the excife-

officers to prevent fre audu, Lnou”n it may not

ueeeu them

They have only to appoint one to watch t“p

d fh" Urewm is obh._

ged tgadn Lt of mcn at Lcnda,n(,e as long as{-

It is the duty of an excife-man notv.'

to deteéZ ﬁaudy, but to pmwnt them fr om be- -
The f former indeed i is. of ad-
vantage to the excﬂe man, becaufe | he. receives
but the latter 1s- only of ad—-”

‘ vantacre to the revenue ’ becqufe the number,g,

tﬂ87=’

'
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they pleafe. Thus, if they think propel, itis
| altoget:her 1mpofﬁble for the brewer to ﬁnug‘,
gle any quantlty, great or fmall ‘without the

conmvance ‘of the exc1fe—man ;. and by the

new meehod of furvey, it is 1mpoﬁible for an

- ._eXC1fe-man to connive as formerly with a
fr audulent brewer. : Why then fhould Mr

~ Bonnar, or any other perfon, who pretends to
a& for the intereft of -the excxfe, find fault

~ with a mode of {urvey Whlch abfolutely pre-

vents a poflibility - of fraud in either party?

or Why fhould profecutmns be raifed agamﬁ'

thofe - excife-officers who have mamfeﬁed an
attention to their duty, by augmenting the

revenue to more than double of ‘what it for-
merly was, Ought not rather profecunons
| to be raifed agamﬁ: thofe under ‘whofe ma-
nmgement the revenue was loﬂ: and i mqumes \
“made into their condu& in order to prevent
the comnu’ﬁon of ﬁmﬂar frauds in time to

come, ‘"The prefent exc1fe-ofﬁcers have not,
it 13 true, dete@ed as many frauds as former—
ly 3 but the reafon of thls 18 obv1ous, viz. that

by the fan:ufu] drfcharcre of Lhelr duty, there -
are not now fo many frauds to be. deteé’ced o
This may’ be, nay, 1t certamly 13, a very ma- -

| E | - nmvef' '

( 8r )

teual d1fadvantage to all thofe who recewe

any emolument from the fines infliGted upon

fraudulent traders ; but by the increafe of re-

venue, govemment would eaﬁly be able to

make fuch an additional augmentatron to

their falary, as would put them beyond the
.reach of any temptatlon to encourage, or con-
nive at any of thofe | mean fraudulent fchemes
_Wh1ch both: partxes were formerly in a man-
net obliged to follow ; the’ brewers: to keep-

their credit, and the exufe—men to procure
themfelves a decent: fubﬁﬁence. Sl

;7_'i

ON the Whole, it is not Wlfhed by any

means, to fet for th an individual, or any
number of mdwlduals, as objects of the pub-
lic: refentment or therr oﬁice as’ unwor thy of )

having an exiftence. The attention of- the

- publie is- 1equeﬁed to what is really the1r own

mtereﬁ viz. To take the proper means  for

proctring rialt hquors of the beft quahty,_ |
and which nevér can be done Whﬂe the trade
of fimuggling goés on. It has generally been
»mm'rmed ‘that the d‘utres upon malt hquors
are too hlgh to. be fully pald ’Wlth any proﬁt
; F to
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-to the tradcr but this is undoubtedly a mifs
take. L. is abfurd to fuppofe that govern.
ment Would lay on a tax. upon malt liquors
".which could not be pald and it is equally ab.
‘.ffurd to. 1mag1ne that the Edmburgh brewers
._:WOUld join in a petition - to enforce ‘the - full
:payment of ‘duties which they kneW ‘muft
~end in  their own. ruin. - The event has al-
ready d1fproved the notion: the revenue has
"been almoft trlpled and the brewers are not
An. Worfe crrcum{’cances ‘than before. - By ha

ving time to. conduét thelr operauons pro

- perly V‘ and without hurry or fear, the brewers |
| can now. draw off fo much more 11quor, that
the lengths they now run are capable of en-

o ablmg them to pay their prefent large duty,

~ “better than all the fmuggling they formerly
- pra&rfed could enable them to pay. their

Amall. one. Thus alfo the quality of the Ti-

‘quors . ‘muft be greatly nnproved ‘and - the

_vaft importation from England Wh1ch has

‘long been’ contmually increafing, will, ‘it 1s to.
be hoped beat laft diminifhed, -and much §

- money kept in. the: country Wlnch has 'been

‘To accomphfh thefe deﬁreable

exported.
ERTST purpofes,

{(83)

pnrpofes,’ the breWero" h’avenothing to afk
farther, than that the mode of furvey, thclr
“has been for fome time adopted n Edmburgh :
be -extended throughout Scotland, that no -
undue preference ‘may be ﬂlOWD., but that

the whole trade may be put on’ dﬁ eqnzrlu.y
Application has been already made by the

brewers for this purpofe ; but they have had:
the moruﬁcatlon to find tnemfelveg unable to

p1ocure an extenﬁon of it even as far as Da;-f

kerth. ) ‘The attention of the pnbhe in gen
ral,’ partrcularly of the landed gcntlemen
‘whofe intereft it eH‘entially concerns, 1s there-

fore requeﬁed in order to accomplrlh a point. .
for which the late appncatlons ha,ve beeu,

found 1neﬁ‘e&ual

TH}:, manu{a&urmfr of malc nqaor in rhrs -

covntry hcrs always been inferi ior to that of

‘England. - One great caufe of this inferiority

allfes andoubtedly from the " iznumlmo'

method connived 4t by exmfe-men? in which
the bufinefs was formerly carried on.” T hus,
though a brewer might do toler ably well

Wlnle he cmned on hls works on a fiall
| 1« 2 o iealea.

B —
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fcale, yet the moment. he began to enlarge
them, he found himfelf in -a quite different
ﬁtuanon. The reafon was ev1dent viz., that
whatever 1ndul<rence the excife-men- mlght
be inclined to grant him on the former {cale,

.- it 'was found 1mpofﬁble to do fo in an- equal
- proportion when the works were enlarged.
~ Hence, all attempts - to enlarge the breweries

ij Scotland have umformly failed, and e,l;d-.-
ed in the ruin of thofe who made the attemipt,

In England the cafe is far 0therw1fe, dn

Newmftle York, and even in all- the fmaﬂ

~towns of that kmgdom, the brewery 18
| carrled on upon a moft extenﬁve plan, and

the l1quors are produced of a quahty very

~much fuperior to- any. which th1s country

can boaft of. If ever bcotland is to be fet

‘upon an equality with the ﬁﬁ:er kingdom in

the manufa&ure of malt hquoro, it can only
be done by regulaung the colleGtion of the
‘duty in fach a manner, that neither brewers

nor excife-men can have it in their power to.
behave in a fraudulcnt manner. From ne-

k—:é‘unw this, the revenue has been d1m1n1fh—-

 ¢d, the quality of the liquor fpoiled, and the
R T ,;"c_rade,

“themfelves or to their country.

( 85 )

,trzide: almoft jéhiii‘él}fruinéd. By extending

over the kingdom fri'ch a mode of furvey as
has been adopted in Edinburgh, matters may

" in fome time undoubtedly be remedied ; but
“without fuch an extenfion, it is to be feared

that the fmugglers, in conjunétion with cor-

" rupt officers of excife, &c. may ftill be able
_ eﬂ’e&ually to overthrow the falr traders, and
“render it impoflible. for thém either to manu- -

facture liquors of a good quality, or even to -
carry on their bufinefs with advantage to

R

. .

FINTIS.:



NSy T
TR, ES Rt
Mmr;.wo..,kh ~: R R

SRS EER N e




