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o : :‘»':Whllﬂ: cach perfon is engaged by the fcene whxch
| fpaﬂ'es before: hlm, no’ one thinks dbor

St 'long ds a man is' intent upon

| 1 tfthe place
Cin Wthh he 1s feated I i only when thc buﬁ-
L ~ﬁefs 1s 1nterrupted of when the' fpé&ators atten<
L t1on to'it’ groWs dle and remlfs, that he begms to
conﬁder at’ all who is before hlm of who is be-’ -
hind hlm, whether others are better accommoda—‘*"f el
) ;.f'ted than_ himfelf, of whcthcr many bc not. muchsv o
:  worfe, It: is thus Wlth the varxous ranks and ﬁatx-r'o '
. ong of focwty;f g
the dunes and‘

:onCems of hlS own condxtlon, hé e
N nevex*_*t
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| never thmks of comparmg it with any other; he

is never troubled with reflections. upon.the -differ-
‘ent claffes and orders. of mankind, the advantages

‘and dxfadvantages of ‘each, the neceffity or non-

- neceﬂity of civil diftinttions,’ ‘much lefs does he

feel within himfelf a dllpoﬁtlon to covet or’ envy -

any of them. He is too much taken up w1th the

occupattons of his calling, its perfu1ts cares, . and
~ bufinefs, to bel’tow unproﬁtable meditations upon

. the c1rcuml’tances in Wthh he fees others placed.

. -And by this means a man of a found and active -
- mind has, in his very conlhtunon ‘a remedy
- agamf’t the dlﬂurbance of envy and dlfcontent.y |
~ Thefe paffions gain no'admittance into_ his “breaft,
N‘becaufe there is no. leifure the:e or vacancy- for
‘_the tralts of thought wlnch generate them. He:

enjoys therefore eafe in. this. 1efpe(€t and eafe Te-~

"Tfultmg from the bef’t caufe, the power of keepmg

S hlS 1mag1nat10n at home of Conﬁnmg it to: what

'belongs to himfelf, ml’tead of fending - it forth to
o wander amongf’t fpeculattons whtch have nelther
llrmts nior ufe, amidft: views of - unattamable gran-~

 deur, fane1ed happlnefs of extolled becaufe un~- .‘

| espeueneed prntleges and dehghts.

, The Wlf(iﬁ adv1ce that can be glvcn is, never to
o allow ourjattentlon to dwell upon’ comparlfons
' B ‘ between

——
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between our own condmon and that of ofhcrs laut

to keep it fixed upon the dutles and concems of

the condmon 1tfelf But fince ¢very man’ has not"_‘

this power fince, the mmds of fome men’ w1ll be

bufy in contemplatmg the advantages wh1ch they ‘,
fee others poﬂ'efs and ﬁnce _perfons in labonous:‘i
ftations of life are ‘wont to view the hxgher ranks
of focxety, with fentnnents wh1ch not - only tend:

" to make themfelves unhappy, but Wthl‘l are very.’
dlﬁ"erent from the truth it may be an ufeful ofﬁce_ |
- to pomt out to them fome of thefe eonﬁderanons ~

whlch if they will turn their thoughts to the fub-.

s Jeét they fhould endeavour to take fanly mto the
~account. B | |

And ﬁrl‘c we are moi’t of us apt to- murmux,

 when we fee exorbltant fortunes placed in the‘

hands of fingle perfons ;" larger, we are fure, than

, 'they can want, or, as we think, than they can ufe. .
‘Thls is fq common a reﬂeétxon, that I will not fay o

'1t 1s not mtural ‘But whenever the complamt =
comes into our mmds we ought to reeolleét that

- the thing happens in confequence of thofe very
. rules and laws wlnch fecure to ourfelves our pxoq .
: perty, be it ever fo lmall The l'lWS which acci-

) dentally C'xﬂ‘ enormous eﬁates into one great man’s -

poﬁtlﬁOn
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' a great eﬁate does not eat or drmk more than the
owner of a fmall one. . His ﬁe1da do not produce ,
; worfe Ccrops, nor does the pxoduce maintain fewer 1
mouths.e If eﬁates were more’ equally dlvxdcd, _ 13
3
i

poﬁ‘eﬁ”won, are, after all, the felf-fame laws which
protect and guard the pom man. Fixed rulés of
pxoperty are eRabhﬂred for one as well 4s another,
“without knowing; before-hand, whom they miay
Caffe@. If thefe rules fornetlmes throw an excef-
fiveor dxlproportlonatc fhare to one man’s Iot, who
can’ help it® It is much better that it {hould be fo,
than’ that the rules themfelves fhould be broken

would greater numbcrs be fed or clothed or, em-

ployed P 1ther, t_herefoxe, large fortunes arénot 3 1;
a pubhc evﬂ or, if” they be in any. deg‘ree an evﬂ ' | i}

_ (it is to. be boxne ‘with, for the fake of thofe ﬁxed ’

S “and o'eneral rules concerning proper ty, in the pre- o \1‘;

—— o

J e o I S AN iu
up: and’you can only ‘have “one fide of the alter- o i
s fexvanon and ﬁeadmefs of Wthh all are mtereﬂ:ed it
native or the other. To aboh{h’ riches, would not B - ' ‘ | g | ’ “’,
be to abolifh overty ; but, on the contrary, to - Y L \
PoveRys i I‘ortunes however of any k1nd from the nature ‘:::

leave it w1thout proteétlon or refource. ‘Itiis not

for the poor ‘man- to’ repine’ at’ the eﬁ’eé’cs of laws r g«;thi ?:::f’ :;:nc;?}l{ elefl tgmt?}i:;m Of f[‘lffew:,é; | i‘
L and rules, by which he hlmfclf is bcneﬁtcd every ( ) o 1aY, g y

. -t t t at can be oneb laws an overnment :
hour of hlS exﬂ’tence whlch fecuxe to him his R u mo h d y ] d- g LN

. R
carnings, - hxs h'tbttation, his bread hlS hfe with- 1 j is tol elriablleheviell}: fr;[an, W;IO }hat}; I}Eealt;x tfo Prlo o '
out which he; 1o more than the nch ‘man, could'l cure:a healthy fubfiftence for himfelf and a famuly:

: ' Wher th1 is. the cafe hn s are. - ol
eithér eat his ‘meal in quictnefs, or go to bed in | e this , things are at their perfec-. .

\ ' . ched their. . the .
fafety Of theé two, 1t is rather more the concern_ . - tlon They have 1ea heir limit. -Were the

of. “thg, poor to ftand: up for the laws than of ‘thie ‘princes and noblhty, the legiflators and counfel-
richy for it is the law which defends' the weak' lors of the land, all of them the beft and wifeft

}' n agamﬂ: the ftrong, “the humble agam{’c the power.a | Bnen that1 zveir hved thelr }Ilnltehd Vir; L;; andfwd'- -
© ful, the little agamﬁ the great ; and weak and - om cou 0 no: mme than this. - They, it any.

. fuch there bc who would te :

ftrohg, humble and powerful; little and great there' , 25 ﬁ hach you t;’ expe&, _
: more, ive ou no in ance w ere more. has ever.
would be, even were there no hws whatever. Be-. » 8 y o O € has ever

fide, what after all is the m1fchlef 4 The owner of’ ' been attamed
; ' & great

' a'B'ut _'

Y

1 i i A S i s S T IR T T



(8)

" But. P10v1dence, Wthh forefaw, whxch appomt-

ed indeed; the neceﬁity to- Wthh human affairs "
) are fub;eéted (and agam{’r Wh)Ch it ‘were 1mp10us

to eomplam), ‘hath contuved that, whilft fortunes

are only- for a few,: the reft of mankmd may ‘be’

' happy Wlthout them. : - And thxs leads me to conxt
fider ‘the- -compara ative advantages and comforts
" which belong to the condition of thofe, whoTiib="

fift, as: the great mafs of every. people do and muf‘t

fubfit; by perfonal labour, and the fohd reafons o

~ they have for contentment in' their ﬁatrons. 1do
fot now ufe the’ terms poor and rich, becaufe that
i man is to be accounted poor “of whatever rank he »
be,’ and fuffers’ the ‘pains”of povcrty, whofe e‘x-, et ‘
; pences exceed hlS refouxces “and"no ‘man is," pro—- . ] \

perly. fpeakmg, poor| ‘but he. ‘But-Tat preient con-~
fider the' advantages of thofe labouous COndmons

of life, ~which’ eompofe the great portlon of every
lmman commumty R :

: . N 2 R
e i L . L

“ And ﬁrf’c n s an 1neﬁnnable bleﬁlng ol fuch

| htuatrons, that they fupply a conﬁant tram of em..

ployment both fo’'body and mind. A hufband-
man,” or a manufa&uxer, or a- tradefman, never

. goes’ to bed at' n'\ght w1thout havmg his buﬁnefs to

nfe up to in the mornmg He would undcrﬂand
~the

T —

EQJ

the valué of thxs advantage, d1d he know that the' ,
' want of it compofes one of the greateﬁ plagues of ‘

the human foul ; a plague by. Whlch the rich,. ef-

' pecrally thofe who mherlt uches, are exceedmgly |

oppreifed Indeed it is ‘to get ud of it, that is

‘to fay, it 1s to have fomethmc to do, that they are
dl‘lVCl‘l upon thofe ftrancre and unaccountable ways '
of pafﬁng thelr tlme, in whlch we fometlmes fee :

them, to our fulprlfe, engaged.—-—A poor mans

condmon fupphes h1m with that, wlnch no man '

can do w1thout and Whlch a r1ch man w1th all ’
- his’ opp01 tunltles and all hxs COntnvance ‘can hard- R
ly fupply h1mfelf recrular engaorement buﬁnefs to
look foxward to, fomethlng to, be’ done f01 every o

day, _fome employment prepared fox“ every morn-.
ing. A few of better Judgement can {eek’ out fox:

/ themfelves conﬁant and ufeful occupa :on. There ~
~ is.not -one - of you takes the paing in, hrs callmg,

, the ;

Whlch fome of the moPc lndepéndent men in.
natlon ‘have. taken and are taklng, to pxomote
what they deern to be a pomt of great concern to,

, the mtelefls of humamty, by. whxch nelther they -

" nor thell‘b ‘can ever gain a fh1llmg, |
fhould they fucceetl thofe who are to be beneﬁted,} i
by thexr ferv1ce w1ll never know n01 thank them:
for zt. _ I only mennon this to lhow,‘ 1n conjunc-f

B “tion: .

dd in Wthh . |

|




’”ﬁonsi
] fpe& would be, ‘that

- are mfepaxable from fuch a ﬁtuatlon. |
‘. thoughts muf’t 'be‘ gomg Whrlﬂ; he is awake, the
: wonkmg of” hrs mlnd is as conﬁant as the beatmg

~of ‘his pulfe. v He can 1o more ﬁop the one than

' -the other. ~

" [ 10 ]

thofe who are at hberty to ad as they pleafe, the
wife prove, and the fooh{h confcfs, by thelr con-
dutt, that a hfe of employment is the only life
worth’ leadmg H and that the. chxef dlfference be-
tween thexr manner of paﬂing thelr‘tlme and

i yours, 1s, ‘that they can choofe the obje&s of thelr

aéhvrty, Whrch you cannot. . Thrs puvﬂege may

chooﬁng, they would ﬁnk 1nto 1rrecoverable 1n-

Amans

Hence 1f our thoughts have nothmg
They ac--

, qulre a corroﬁve quahty They become in. the
"_'laﬁ deorree irkfome and tormentmg Whelefoxe
e that fo;t of equxtable encacrement Wthh takes up

" the

ftlon w1th What has been obferved above, that of

“be an advantaoe to fome, but for nine out of ten
) 1t 1s for tunate, that occupatxon 1s plomded to thelr

for the confequence of hberty 1n thls re- .
lo{t in’ the perplexrty of

dolence maéhon, and unconcern 3 1nto that va- '

'[\ 11 ]

he thoughts fuﬂimently, yet fo as to leave them -

~ capable of turning to any thmg more ‘important,
has occaﬁons offer or xequ‘lre, is'a moﬁ 1nvaluable

bleﬁincr. And if the mdu{trlous be not fenﬁble
. of the bleiﬁng, it is for no other reafon than be-

caufe they have never experxenced 01 1ather fuf—_

_fered the wa.nt of 1t. -

Acram fome ‘of the neceﬂitles whlch poverty

(1f the condmon of the labourlng part of man-
~ kind muft be fo called) 1mpofes, are not hard{hlps
<but pleafures, _ Frucrahty 1tfelf is a pleafure- It
' -1s an exercife of attention and’ contrlvance, whlch
,whenevet 1t is fuccefsful produces fatlsfa&lon.

-The very cale and foreca{t that are neceffary to v

| ‘keép expences and earnmgs upon a level form,,
‘when not embarraﬂed by too great dlﬁicultles, an
agreeable engagement of ‘the thoughts.

J loft an:udﬁ abundance. _
takmg out of a large unmeafured fund. They

There is no pleafure in

who do that, and on]y that are the mere convey..

. ors of money from one hand to another.

A yet moxe feuous advantave whlch perfons 1n‘ :

- mferror ﬂatrons poﬂ"efs is'the eafe with which they
: .kp10v1de for thelr “children. , “All the p10v1ﬁon

B2 [ ,w}uchl

“This is-

J
PR
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‘ whxch a poor man’s Chlld requn es is contained i in
- two. words, S« 1nduﬂry and innocence.”. \/Vlth |

thefe quahtles, tho’ without a fhilling to fet him

come an ufefu] vzrtuous, and happy man.. Nor

- will, he fail to meet with a malntenance adequate .
* to the habits with which' he has been blought up,
- and to the expe&ations which, he has formed'; a
k decree of {uccefs fufﬁment for a perfon of any con-
dmon whatever.’ T hefe quahtxes of mduﬁry and
innocence, Whlch I repeat agam, are all that are -
‘abfolutely neceﬂ"ax y, every parent can glve to. hxs
- children ‘without expence, becaufe he can’ glve
”:them by his” own authouty and example ; and

they are: to. be commumcated 1 belxeve and pre-
gferved in. no other way

reckon fupeuor ranks of hfe ‘there is a real d1ﬁi-

culty in placing chlldren in fltuatlons, Wthh may |
‘in any degree fuppoxt them' in the clafs and in-
the habits in which they have been brought up -

w1th thelr palents : fxom Wthh gxeat and often-

) afra:d

"1 call thlS a ferlous ad-
-vantage of humbie ﬂatlons, becaufe, 1n what we - -

| rforwards, he goes into the world prepared to be-

I

- times dlﬁreﬁing perpIe'XIty the poor arefree. With
health of body, 1nnocency ‘of mind, and habits of

- znduﬁry, a poor man’s Chﬂd has nothing to be

L 371

afraid of s nor his father or mother any thmc to bc £

afrald of for him.

The Iaboul of the, world is carr 1ed on by jérmce,
that 1s, by one man wmkmg under another man’s

dxre&xon. I take it for gr anted that thxs is the beft: |

way of conducting buﬁnefs, becaufe all -nations
- and ages have adopted it.

Confequentl y fervice

1s'the relation which, of»all others, affelts the

greateft number of individuals, and in the moft

- fenfible manner. - In whatever country therefore =
this relation is ‘well and equitably regulated, in
“that country the. poor 1 w1ll be happy. :
is the matter managed w1th us?. Except apprefi-

Now how ‘

tlcefhlps the neceﬁity of which, ‘every one, at’

- leaft every father and- mothel, will acknowledoe,
as the beft, if not the only praéhcable, way of gain~ -
~ ing ‘inftru@ion and ikill, and which bhave their =

foundation in nature, ‘becaufe they have ‘their

1 foundatlon in the mztuml Jgnorance and lmbecxl-' o
Nity-of youth: except thefe, fervice in England i la, o

as it ought to be, Voluntary and by contra& a

' falr exchanve of work for wages ; an equal bal-
- gain, ‘in which each pax ty has his_ rxghts and his

redrefs ; wherein ever y fervant chufes hls maﬁer

lCan th1s be mended ? I wxll add that a conti-
: . - nuance -

S
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nuance of thxs conne&ron is frequently the foun- )

dation of fo ‘much mutual kmdnefs and attach-

. ment, that very few friendthips are more cordral

or more fincere; ‘that it leaves oftentrmes nothmg
m ferv1tude, except the ‘name ; nor any diftinc~

tzon, ‘but what one party is as much plcmfed w1th

and fometrmes alfo, as proud of as the othur.~ 5

What then (for thls is’ the fau‘ Way of calcu-
latmg) 1s there in higher Ptatrons to’ place agamf’c :

thefe advantages ? What does the poor man fee

m the hfe or conduwn of the rich that ﬂlouldr

render hxm dlﬁatxsﬁed w1th his own 2

VVas there as, much in fenfual pleafures, I mean

in the luxurres of eatmg and drmklng, and othei' :

gratifications of that fort, as fome men’s lmagma-
tions would leprefent there to be, “but’ which no
man s experience ﬁnds in them, I contend that

‘even in thefe 1efpe6ts, the advantage is on' the fide

of the poor. - Therich who addiét themfelveg to

mdulgence Iofe thelr reh(h Therr deﬁres are'

dead Thelr fenﬁb1ht1es are worn and t1red

Hence they lead a languld fatiated _exiftence.
Hardly any thlng can amufe, or roufe, or gratify -

ghemt Whereas the poor man, if’ fomethmo- €X~

‘traor mary -

v'are both whlli’t engaged
i then whatever fufpends the purfurts of the man ot

[0 3
traordmary fall in his way, comes to, the repaﬂ;
with appetlte;vls pleafed and refre{hed deuves
from his ufual courfe of moderatlon and. tem-

perance a quicknefs of perceptron and dehght
whrch the unre{’tramed voluptuary knows nothmc

of.' " I—Iabxts of all kmds are much the fame.
| Whatever is hab1tual becomes fmooth and 1nd1f-
‘ 'ferent and nothmg more. Theluxurrous receive
no greater pleafures fxom their, d inties, than' the :
peafant does frorn hlS homely fau.;_ But here is
- the d1fference.; The peafant whenever he croes
abroad ﬁnds a feaﬁ whereas the eprcure mu{t be
. fumptuouﬂy entertamed to efcape drfgu{’c They
'who fpend every day in dwerﬁons, and they who ",
v‘,’go ever Y. day about thPll‘ ufual buﬁnefs, pafs therr
trme much ahke. Attendmg to wi 1at they are

...ln a ﬁage(‘of eafe but

dlverﬁon drﬂreﬂ"es hlm, whereas to, the :labourer
or the man of buﬁnefs every paufe is a 1ecreat10n.

""'And th]s 1s a va{t advanta«re wh,tch they poffeis
‘who are tramed and mured to a hfe, of Qccupation,
above the man who fets up for a, hfe oE pleafure. ,

Vanety is Ioon exhauﬁed Novelty ltfqlf is, no.

h)ngel new. Amufernents are, becon}e oo faml..,

liar

-
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~ with. hxs chlldren, amongﬂ his nelghbours, feels
his frame and his heart at reft, every thipg about:

~him pleafed and pleafing, and a delight’afid com~
placency in his. fenfatlons far beyond what either’
luxury or dlverﬁon can afford. * The nch want:‘_ _’
_this; and they want what they muﬁ never have.z

o 16 ]

-~ liar to dchght and he isin'a’ ﬁtuatlon in Wthh
he can never change but for the worfe. =

R

Another artlcle, whlch the poor are apt to envy
"in' the rich; is thelr eq/é. , Now here they mlﬁake
the matter totally. They Call 1na6hon cale, whereas
: nothmg is farther from it. “Reftis eafe. ‘.M That is
% true. But no man can réft who ‘'has niot ‘worked,
. Reftis the ceﬂ"atlon of labour. It cannet there- ‘
}. - forebe enjoyed ‘orl'even tafted, except by thofe. L ;
/" +iho have known f"atlgue.""’f'iThe nch fee, and mot
| . w1thout eﬁvy, the refrethment: and pleafure Wthh
i - reft aﬂ’ords to' the poor,” and: chufe to wond t hét
. ) they cannot ﬁnd the fame en_]oymen_t in bexj g frec A
 from the neceﬁ"rty of Workmcf at’ all", They -do not" 5 o
“obferve that this enjoyment muﬁ be purchafed by CF
previous labour, and that he who will riot pay the
- ptice, ‘cannot ‘have the granﬁcatlon. Bemg w1th—
out woxk is'one’ thmg; repbﬁng ftom work'i 1s ano-
-~ ther.” “The on¢&' is’as txrefome and mﬁp1d ‘as the’
other is fweet” and’ foothmg ‘The ‘one in general
1S the fate of the Ch man, the other 1s the fortune
of ‘the poor. T have heard it faid that if’ the face
of happmefs can any ~where be feen, 1t isin the =~
fumrner éVemno‘ of a COuntry vﬂlage. Where,_\

........

)

e

R As to fome other thmgs whlch the poor alef' ‘
- dxfpefed to envy in:the condition of the rich,:
“fuch 'as* thé1r fate, their appearance, the gran<

deu;r of s then houfes, ‘drefs, equipage, - and ata .

_tendance," hey only envy' thé-rich thefe thmgs,‘ -

.

not oppertunmes of 0bferv1ng with' what neglect
' and mfenﬁblhty the rich’ poflefs and regard thefe
';thmgs themfelves. © o If they ‘could  fee the
,'gleat man 4n . his® retirement; and’ m hls a&ual -
manner of lif¢, they would" find" *him, if pleafed at

all, taking pleafure in {ome of thofe fimple enJoy- .
* ments which they can command as well as he.
' - They Would find him amongﬂ: his chlldren, in hlS. .
| hufban&ry, in his: garden, purfumg fome rural di-
'vexﬁon, or- Qccupled with fome trifling ‘exercife,
: whxch aretall: gratlﬁcatxons, as’ much w1thm the :
- power and reach of the poor man, as of the nch 3
*or rathex more fo. - : :

W1th € 09
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To 1ea1n the art of contentment 1s only to ledrn

- What happxnefs aétually conﬁ{ts in.: Senfual plea- N
| _'iules add-dittle toits {ubftance. " Eafe, if by tl;qt o
be: meant exemptlon from labour, contributes 1o~
- ) thmg One, however; conftant. {pring ‘of fatlsfac..; '

tion,: and. almoft; infallible fupport of che'ufulnefs |

‘and fpirits, is. the exercife of dome{hc aﬂ”eéhons o
’bthe prefence of ob]e&s -of tendernefs and endear-
. ment inour famlhes, our kindred;: Kour frlends..
Now. hdve the poor any. thmg to complam of; Izue ?
" Are they not {arroundediby . their relatives as.ge<;
: 'nexally as others.. ‘"The poor man has. his. wife and: .
,,chllchen about him ; and what has the rich: ‘man

more? He has the fame’ enJoyment of their fo-

'C1ety, the fame- fohcuude .for their! vwelfare, the
- fame pleafure in thexr good. qualmes, impy ovement '
and fuccefs thelr conneﬁhon with himisas: friét
and mtunate, theu attachment as ﬁxong;, ‘ thelr,v
grantude as-warm. I have:no propenﬁty to envy,
| zmy one, leaﬂ of all the rich-and great; but if 1

were mfpofed to thls weaknefs, . ‘the- fubjeét.of nry

1eiﬁon of hls ﬁrength and- facultles, gomc forthiin

o envy would, be, a hcalthy youno" man, in full, pof- o

a,mommcr to-work:, for, his: wife « and chxldlen, or

briiging them home his waoes ‘at nldht. seTE L

But’ v

Nl
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But was’ dxfference of 1ank or fortune of moxe o
nnportan(fe to perfonal happmefs than it sy it
would be ill puxchafed by any fudden or v1olent" :
change of condltlon.‘ ‘An altelauon of cu'('um-' |
ftances, Wthh breaks up a. mans hablts of hfe,:

- deprlves him. of hls occupauon removes hlm from
~his acquamtance ‘may be called an elevatlon o[-‘ L
. fortiine, but haxdly ever bnngs with itan addltlon .
-‘of enjoyment. - They to whom. accxdents of this -
* fort have happened never found thein to -anfwer
' their expe&auons. After the- ﬁtﬁ huny of the. "
"~ change is over,- they are fulpufed to feel in them=
' ‘felves, llﬁ:leﬂ"nefs and’ de_]efhon a confczoufnefs of
-+ folitude; vacancy " and reflraint, in the place of;l |
* chearfulnefs, hberty, and eafe. 'Ihey try to make '
- up for what they have loft, fometlmes by a beaﬁly;} |
 {ottithnefs, fometimes by a foolith dxiﬁpatxon
s tfometlmes by a ftupid floth ; all which effeés are
only {o many confeflions, that changes of this fort. -

were not made for ‘man.  If any public dzﬁutb-'

-ance fhould produce not:an equahty, (for that is - |
- not the proper name to give it) but a Jumble of

ranks-and. profeflions amontri’c us, it is not- only

~ ‘evidént ‘what the rich would lofe, but thele is‘alfo
thls further mlsfmtune, that what the rich Toft
. the poor. would not gain. T (God knows) could
| | wcz. | | »n*ot’:
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‘not get my 11vehhood by labour, nor. would the-'

labourer find any {folace or enjoyment in my. ftu«
dxes. - If we were to exchange condmons to-mora-'

row, all the effeét would be, that we both.fhould

“be m01e mlfcrable, and the work of both be worle
done. Without debatmg thercfore, what might

be .very dlﬂiculty to’ decide, which. of our two.

condxuons was better to begin with, one’ pomt 5
, certam ‘that it is befc for each to. remam in. hlS\l _,
 own. The change, and the only change, to be
denred, is that gradual and progreffive: improve- -
ment of our cxrcumﬂances which is the: natural'f .

fxult of . fucccfsful mduﬁry, when each year 15

fomethmg better than the laft ; when we are ena- - |
~bled to add. to our little houfehold one artlde after
' another of new comfort or conveniency, as our.

proﬁts mcreafe or our burthen becomeslefs; and,

what is beft of all, when we can afford, as our -

ﬁrendth dechnes, to relax our 1abours, or lelde
"This may be lookcd forward to, - and
1s pla&lcable b) great numbers, in a ftate of pub-

11c order ‘and qulet it 1§ abfolutely xmpoﬂible in
_ any other. L ‘ o ‘

If m comparxng the dlﬁ'erent condltxons of foc1al
hfe we bxmciehgxon into. the account ‘the ~argu- |
" : men!; =

[ o1 *j

ment is fill eaﬁer._ Rehglon fmooths all 1nequa--_
, lmes, becaule it unfolds a profpe€t which makes

“all earthly dlﬁmé’uons nothmg - And I do allow
~ “that there are' many, cafes. of ﬁcknefs, aﬁh&xon,'

~and dlﬁrefs, which Chnihamty alone can com-

" fort. Butin eftimating the mere dxverﬁtles of fta-
tion and’ c1v11 condttlon, 1 havc not thought it ne~
vceffaly to introduce. religion into the enquiry at

“all, becaufe- 1 contend that the man who . mur-
“murs and repines, when' he has nothmg to mur-

- murand repine about, but the mere want of in-
aepc‘ndent property, is not only nrehglous, but*i\.

‘unreafonable in his complamt and that he would

by the labommcr part of mankmd in this country',~
~has: advantages in it, which compenfate all its in~ -

therich, it is better in thefe important refpe&s. It

- keeps the body in better health, the mind more B

o : find, d1d he know the truth and conﬁder his cafe

fairly, that alife of labour fuch I mean as is led

coqvemencws When compared w1th the life of
fupphes employment, it ‘promotes allivity. It

engaged, and," of courfe, mo‘fe"qﬁivet;,
fenfible of eafe, more fufceptible of pleafure. It

- 1s attended with greater alacrity of fpmts, a more
- conﬂant chearfulnefs and ferenity of temper. It

affords eaﬁer and more certain methods of fending.

, chlldren
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dnldu,n ito the world 1n f tu"ttxons fulted to theu :

‘habies and: "éxpe&atlons. . It is. ﬁee from ‘many - -
heavy anxieties which rich men feel it is fraught .

¥

with' many fources of dehcrht whlch they want. y» i

/«._‘

,'"an attended with a breaking up and faCuﬁce: of
~our andéient: coulfe and hablt of hvmg, nevcx canl; =
be produéhve of happmefs, he will’ pelcelve I
truft, that'to covet the ftations or fortunes of the
rich,- or-fo however to “covet them, as to. with te
feize them by fovce, or’ thxoucrh the medium of

. public uproar and confuﬁon, is not only wicked-
_'nefs ‘but- folly, ‘as miftaken in the end, asin the .
" meatis; that it is not only . to uentwe owt to feez na

ﬂm m, Zfzczf to venmre for 7101,‘/1171@.'

_ If to: Lhefe reafons for contentment the rcﬂe&-”y " ]
;. gmcr hufbandman or altlﬁcer adds anothcz very. .
naterial’ one, that chanﬂes of condltl,on, which.
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