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| complained of in the Method of Retailing them may
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Wherein alfo. the manifeft Abfurdities and grofé Impo-
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IMPARTIAL ENQUIRY'
P INor e .
"*T»}he Prefent STATE of the
BRITISH DISTILLERY.

i

HE vifible ill confequences of retail-- .
ing Spirituous Liquors 'in the method
now practifed, and the frequent immo-
ralities and Diforders in places where
they are ufually drank, are Evils every ‘honeft
Man who has the leaft regard to the happidefs
and welfare of his Country, would defire to fee
effectually remedied ; and what the Diftillers:
themfelves, as well as the Numerous body of
induftrious Peaple immediately interefted in the

. Confumption of Grain and Molafles for Diftil-

lation, would as readily’ concur in: altho’ a

. certain Body of Men have endeavoured to raife

a general clamour againft Diftillery without di-
ftinction ; imagining, under the cover of plau-
fible popular arguments on that fubje@, to en-
creafe their own trade by the deftruction of an- -
other 5 - as if the Queftion (to ufe one of their
own expreflions) was only this, who fhould Poi-
fon the People? and not whether the interpofi-

- tion of the Legiflature is neceffary for prevent-

ing their deftruétion by habitual Drunkennefs
and Debauchery. .~ = -
.. . - A ' Every




(2)

Every impartial Man muft likewife allow,
that it would be juft in a Legiflature to deftroy
the Trade, Wealth and Induftry of any one
Sett of Men in the Kingdom for the. Publick

~ Advantage 3 and that where fuch Trade frandsin

competition with the Health or Morals of the
common People, it "ought not to be made 3
Queftion which fhould be preferved ? Bus the

- great Difficulty in this Cafe is, that the Reafons,

which have been given for fupprefling the ufe
of Britifh Spirits, are not founded on Facts. The
Arguments for that purpofe generally begin with
begging the Queftion, that Brizifh Spirits in

their Nature have -all the difmal effeéts attribu-

ted to them,® and therefore that nething lef
than an abfolute Prohibition, or heavy Duty
amounting to it, can be a real Remedy.
Trai1s is the Method taken in all the Pam-
phlets that have been hitherto wrote on this
‘fubject, ‘againft the ufe of Brizi/h Spirits, as
well as in-the Arguments that have been ufed
for that purpofe in-another place. They take
it for granted, thofe who drink Britifh Spirits,
with the greateft moderation, are mere Fire-
Eaters 5 they labour to demonftrate one point in

which they were never yet contradifted, that

the immoderate Ufe of Spirituous Liquors. pro-
duces bad effets-(as indeed the like ufe of all
Liquors whatever will-do). And then, without
any foundation in the World, attribute all the
Diforders fuch People may Commit, every Vice
they may indulge themfelves in, to the Perni-
cious Qualities of this Liquor. : _‘

Tuere:is alfo one thing, artfully -avoided
in'all the Objetions hitherto made to Britifh
Spirits. - They have not touched upon One

" complained

- reafonable Expedient for remedying the abufes-

| fo fupréam a Court of Judicart

. him to

| (3)
complained of'3* or fo' much as entered into
the Debate,  whether it is not poflible t‘o*l 2:’;‘3
fwer the Ends propofed s and at the fame time
leave fo Ufeful and Beneficial 2 Manufa@are
{ubfifting, ‘to the great Advantage of the Na.

tion 1n general, and ‘many thoufand familiesis .

particular. ~This would have been 2 candid
and impartial ‘method of treating - the Débate
on fo Important a Quettion, and a Decency to

1 . 1re as they apply
to for. relief on' this occafion 3 from vvhom?t%o}z
thing material , to enable them juftly to deter-

* mine, ought 'to'pe concealed ; “and who' not:

wjghﬁand‘iq‘g the ‘Arts ufed, no doubt will® fuf.
ficiently- diftinguith the fraudulent Difguife in
th‘fi chrer‘fghtations' on this Subje®. ~ =
1o confidering and’ impartiaily ftating this
Cafe; I fhall readily adn?it,. tha)tr: n’eithegr tthh]: .
great Confumption of ‘Grain or other Mate.
tials in the Britifh Dittillery, the Encreafe of
Navigation and Nurfery of Seamen in the Coaft.
ing Trade, the Livelyhood of Maltfters and
Fadtors, the Support of the Farmer, enabling
pay both reat and taxes, the Strenoth

of the Landed Intereft, or:the Enéouragehﬁ?ﬁt
of our _Colonies in America, ought to bé of
any weight or confideration with the Legifla-
ture, in comparifon to the preferving the Mo-
rals and Strength of . the people in general
The former fhould very reafonably be Saesi.
ficed to the latter, altho’ attended with the
Severe Confequences of ftripping the great bo-

4 dy of Men employed in the Dittillery of the

Fruits of their Induftry C | '
Fruits ¥> and of -that Trade
n which they have been’bred, and:la'unclledrzui -
their fortunes on. the faith of a Royal Charter, -
and many Acts of Parliament: of rendring'quité'
, A2 " ulelefs.
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. ufelefs the great Sums they have laid out in

Utenfils and Buildings for carrying on their
Trade, Neither of thefe would I contend for in
“the Cafe fuppofed, were the facts fully pro-
- ved; Nor fhould thé Starving them ‘and their
- families, the leflening the labour and employ-
" ment of many Artificers depending on them,

or any other Evils of the like Nature ftand - |

in the way of remedying a more publick Na-
tional grievance where no other remedy can be
b(l(\z-:‘:_ ol : : , .. . ;.‘,
To fet this Cafe in a cledr Light, it may
not be unneceffary, in the firft place, to con-

Gider. the Rife and Progre of Diftillery in -

Englapd, as_well as the Prefent State of it;
by which We may the better diftinguith the
Caufe of thofe diforders which have crept in
by retailng Spirituous Liquors: for it is with
- the -political as with the natural body, To know
.the Difeaje and its Real Caufe 15 Half the Cure.
I the fourteenth year of King Charles the
Firft, the Company of Dittillers Were“Incor-
porated by Charter for the Sole making of
Brandy, Strong Waters Aqua Viie, Spirits, Low
Wines and Vinegar within the Cities of Londoi
and  Weftminfter, and Twenty One m]!,es_ di-
ftance, -in order to prevent the making Diftilled
Liquors of a bafe and unwholefome nature:
 many inexpert Perfons then exercifing the Art
of Diftillation ;5 and for'that end certain Regu-

lations were eftablithed by the faid Charter, by. |

virtue whereof, all perfons were reftrained from
following the bufinefs of Dittilling within the

Jimitts mentioned in the Charter, except fuch

as were regularly bred to the Trade Va'nd be- 1§

“came Members of the Company. -

" A for rcfomiiﬂ‘g the Abafes then praé‘ucehd1

(5)

in making and diftilling of Strong Waters, the

Mafter and Wardens were enjoyned, by the
Charter, to Colle¢t and Compofe a Book of
Receipts or Difpenfatory ; which was accord-
ingly done by Dottor Cademan the Queen’s
Phifician, the firft Mafter appointed by the

. Charter, and Sir Theodore de Mayerne,the King’s

Phifician, Founder and perpetual Affiftant of
this Company ; Men of great Skill and® Abi-
lity in their profeffion ; which Book is given to
every Member made free, who is diretted to
the Obfervance of the Rules thereof.

Trrs Charter'gave the Company a power
- fo make By-Laws, for the better regulation of
~ their members ; preventing the ufe of any Un-
wholefome Ingredients in Diftillation, and pu-

tion, &¢c. . . o
. Sucu was the Care taken in Incorporating
this Company ; and indeed the Provifions made
by this Charter fully anfwered the  End propo-
fed: no Complaints were heard of the abufein
drinking Spirituous Liquors, whilft the Autho-
rity, the Corporation were Invefted with by
this Charter, fubfited. In the beginning of
King William’s Reign, when the Burthen of the

nithing diforderly perfons of the Corpora-

War. lay heavy on the Landed Intereft, it was .
“thought neceffary by the Legiflature to give it

{

fome Aid; and- therefore by an Act of Parlia- -

ment in the fecond Year of King William and
Queen Mary, for the encouraging the Diftilling
of Brandy and Spirits from Corn'; Liberty was
given to all perfons whatever to make, draw
or diftil for Sale, or to be retailed, any Low

‘Wines or Spirits from Drink brewed from Mal-.
‘ted Corn, notwithftanding any Charter, &e.
“Twurs A& continsed in force five Yearsy

- and
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and then Expiring, the Legiflature having
fufficiently experienced the great Advantage in
éricouraging ‘the Brity/b Diftillery by this me-
- thod ; the former At was revived, and. made
Perpetual's and the Liberty of Diftilling ex-
tended to the Ufe of Cyder, and Rectifying the
Spirits Diftilled. ~~ ~ ,.

. Iw Confequence of thefe A, a great Num-
ber of . perfons unskilful in‘the Art of Diftilling,
who had not been ‘bred to any Settled ‘T'rade,
fetup ‘that'bufivefs 5 and therefore became ii.
- able. to the penalties- of the A& of the fifih
of Queen Elizabeth, reftraining Artificers and
others from following Trades to which they
had not ferved, Apprenticefhips. R

- Tuz Company of Diftillers,, finding a Num-

‘ber' of people thus following the bufinefs ~of
Diftilling 3 and many of them making a Com-.
modity Inferior in quality and goodnefs to that
‘which they were preferibed to make by their

Charter, profecuted many of thefe new. Diftil-

lets on the A¢t of Queen Elizabeth. s
_Bur fointent were the Legiflature on effe-
&ually promoting and encouraging the Britifh
Diftillery at all events, and thereby Increafing
the Revenue of ‘Excife, and confumption of
Malted' Corn and Cyder, that in the twelfth

Year of Queen Aun, it was enacted, that no -
- perfon Diftilling Brandy or  Spirits from Britith -

vi the A6t of Queen Elizabeth, © =~
_Uron- the Encouragement thus given by
Three feveral A&s of Parliament to Difiilling

Malt, or Cyder fbould. be profecuted for fo- doing

Bfiti/b Spirits, the Ditillers in and about Lon-

don were neceflitated to extend their Manufi-,
¢ture and Dealing in that Branch eftablithed by
the Legiflature: in which they have expended

vers-

-(7)'

very great Sums of Mony, and many Perfons
of Character and Fortune have engaged in this.

way of bufine(s 5 by which means, and by the

Improvement made in the Britifh Diftillery, they
have brought the Manufaéure to.the confidera-~

ble Height and Perfe&ion it is now at.

T uz Diftillers, who are Members of the Cor~

poration, are Computed at about Three Hun-

dred. - Thofe who follow the bufinefs within the -

Bills of Mortality, not being free of the Com-

- pany, but who live in Credit, ‘and have confi=

derable trade and dealing, at about T'welve Hun-
dred , not -accounting - obfcure or diforderly

perfons, who, fince the late A&s of Parliament,

pretend to be Diftillers, and probably may fome

of them be entred as fuch at the Excife Office, -

but who ‘often retail Spirituous Liquors in the
manner complained of. R o

Or thefe 1500 Dittillers, fome a_re-o'f 2 different

Trade and Dealing from the Others ; and there<

fore the Utenfils employ’d by them very diffe-

rent in Value, according to ‘the following Efti:
mate, R ‘ o

28 whofe Utenﬁlsare'Valhed at '500’0 —_ 1-40-,_000

22 at 2000 —— 44,000
50 Al e . 1000 —— 50,000
100 AL m—m i —— 500 —— 50,000
100 At ——e . , 200 —— 20,000

500 at ~ 100 —= 50,000 -
300 at -— s 50— 715,000
400 AL e 25 =~ 10,000
1500 - 3795000
~ which

. Fachl Total

E e e

o
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(8) |
which Utenfils, upon a moderate computation,
coft one Year with another, on a Medium of

" 10 Years, about Ten per Cent. to keep ‘in re-

ir : nting to 37,900 /. per Amz’.“_m
\Ia)va}‘ll{ch mﬁr?;?%r;dgs and thi%Cers are employed
and fupported; as Smiths, Coopers, Copper-
fmiths, Wheel-wrights, Bmcklayers,.Carpegters,
Plummers,Worm-mgckers, Bagk-mgkcrs,- oun-
‘Mill-wrights, &c. .- . .
‘de%ﬂlidsi Diﬂ:gillcqs alfo, upona moderate ,Cal:f;_
chlation; ‘confume at leaft 400, 000 Qlaétg_IES;o .
Grain of Different Sorts, as ,W.h,cat,,f,_ ar cg,f
Beans, which: latter is fupplied chiefly. from the

~ Northern Parts: befidesa grea;qu_a-ntit_y of Mo-

s, damaged or very coarfe Sugars from. the
%gisgagggﬂ’ gand,‘Moliﬁﬁes from the SugalrfB;?‘
‘kers, Cyder from the Weftern parts of Engr and s
from all which Materials; the Diftillers 1__111.1 ‘ov_mf
and Country extract about Gallons o
Spirits, which under thedifferent denominatians,
one with another, pay an Excife of _
per Gallon ;. which on a medium of 7 Years
faft paft amountto " per Annum.

Ix this Extended Tradeof the Bririb Diftil- |

fo n the Acts of Parliament befqre-
ixel;}ir],tigzgg?ei: muft confider the Corporation -
of Diftillers divefted of all Authority. over pe}f-
fons exercifing their trade. By thefe. mcan}f; tﬂc
Numbers have greatly _encreafed, and clfxe y
thofe who often made Spirits of an Unwhol{ome

/ nade L e ]
-~ and Improper Ingredients, and who have 1atro

duced many.Diforders in the retailing this Com-

‘modity, - which occafioned the Act of the Se-/-

, moc. O A own by
d Year of his prefent Majefty, known _/

:l?: Name of the Gin- 4&. This Aétlaida Du-

ty of Five Shillings a Gallon on Strong }ti‘rféa;

‘Gallon on Strong Waters,

(9) ‘
ters, and requires every Retailer to take a Li-
cence from the Excife-Office, and pay Twenty
Pounds, Yearly for the fame.” And the fame Sei-

fionsan Act alfo pafled, obliging Diftillers and”

others, who fold Brandy, Spirits or Strong Wa:<
ters to be drank .in their houfes, to take Licen-
ces as’ Common Ale-houfes.’ Ll

Tue Reguldr Orderly part of the trade, as.
well thofe who are Free of the Company, as

thofe who are not, from whofc_Manufa&ur_e the

National .- Advantage chiefly | arifes, and who

would readily concur,inkremedyi_ng all the Real
Abufes complained of, were in fome meafure at
a Stand 'during the Continuance of this Aét s
their Dealings chiefly lying with Country Shop-.
keepers, A pothecarys, . Varnifhers, or- Japan-
ners, &c.  Thisgave occafion to perfons of def-
perate Circumftances and bad Charaéters to rake
out Licences for retailing Spirituous Liquors,
without any Intention of paying the Dutys ; .and
maany others privately Sold Spirits without any
Licedce at all ; for it appears by the Accounts.
from the Excife-Office, that only 429 Licences
were taken out in Three Years, amounting to
8580 /. And that the Duty of Five Shillings a
received in that time,

including what was fold by Wholefale as well as

~what was Retailed, amounted to no more than

4991 L 45. 3d. % ‘ A

Tue great Advantages gained in this method,
by thefz Retailers in a publick and private way,
multiplied their Numbers ; and promoted and
encouraged thoft. feandalous Diforders and De.-
baucheries {o juflly complained of. This wag

the effe@ of the Duty of 5 fbill. per Gallon, and

the Difcouragement to the Fair Trader, and
: B "~ Mea
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(1)
Men of Fortuné and Charater employed in fo
confiderable a Manufa&ure 3 fo that it may be
truly faid, this A& inno fort anfwered the good
purpofes for which it was Intended, and for that
Caufé was in. the feventh Year of His prefent
ajefty repealed. : R
Mf}IAJINGPthUS briefly ftated the Rife and Pro-
grefs of ‘the Briti/b Diftillery, I fhall next con.
fider the Natutre of this Manufacture, and the
Arguments that have been offered to fhow how
Pernicious it:is to ‘the National Intereft, and
* deffrucive to the Health and Morals of the
éople. - R -
I?T'I'p Phyficians are to be credited in this Cafe,
~ théré can be nothing Pernicious in.‘ the nature
of Britifb Spirits, but only in the immoderate
ufe of them among the Common people s which
évery one will agree requires a proper and fuit-
able” Remedy : but it does not from thence
tollow, that the- Manufacture itfelf is to be to-
fally deftroyed as fo much Poifon. -~
- Docror Quincy in his Englifb Dilpenfatory,

‘Part 5 Seft. 1. p. 6. under- the head of Car-

dim';& fays, B e ~ - " 3
¢« WuATSOEVER Tailes the Spirits, and gives

< fyudden Strength dnd Chearfuinefs, is termed

< Cardiac or Cordial, as comforting the Heart:

~ &gy underftand the Operation of which upon.

<« 3 Human Body, it is neceffary to confider,
¢ that'a Languor or Faintnefs muft either be

¢« thé ‘eonfequence: of too much exercife, too
" & Jonig” watching , or ‘tdo great-a hurry of the -

Cce'“A himal fun&ions, asin many diftempers, All
i< iwhich fo far waft ~or diffipate ‘the Nervous
Lo Flaid 6 Animal Spirits, that the Solids can-

U porirepeat with wonted -Vigour their Necel-
R ' < fary

PR

e

(1r)

« fary -motions ;- or fuch Depreffion muft arife

«¢.from an Obftruction of fome Natural Eva-
¢ cuation.; and this.is generally that of Perfpi- -

¢« ration from External Cold ; which lays a
« Load wpon the Conftitution, and produces

~ < the fame Senfation as a Diminution of Strength

¢ would do, when the ufual weight remained.
¢¢ I~ both thofe Cafes the manner by which

« a Cordial Actsisthe fame 5 Since it muft pro-

L)

¢

T

<.and Force of the Fibres, which Change is

¢« moft remarkably occafioned by ,S'p_ivrits or

¢« Spirituous Liquors. =~ R
And in page 68. - . .

¢ Asa Conftitution becomes weak by Age',

¢ Artificial Helps are more needful. - °

¢« For-when the Digeftive Faculties grow

¢« Languid, and are not able to furnith a due

~

-~

“. Support from ufual.diet, for the wafts thag

¢ are daily made in the Apimal (Economy, then
¢ thefe Auxiliaries are’ the more wanted; and
¢ whatfoever means at.any time occafion a Dj-
< ftemperature in this Fluid, fuch Afliftances
¢ as come under this denomination-areheceiﬁ.
“ ry, they being fitted by degrees to wear our
¢ fuch Undue Mixtures, and Invigorate the
¢« whole Nervous Syftem by a new fupply of
¢ Spirits.” . . o _

- I'T would be needlefs to feek after many like
Authorities of this kind, . to fhow that Spirituous
Liquors are in many Cafes rather Phyfick than
Poifon in their own nature ; which is the only
point I at prefent contend for, in anfwer to the

many contrary Clamours on that fubje& ; ta-

king it alfo for Granted, that every one will al-

dow 2 Spirit drawn from Malt or Molaffes is ra-

B2 - ther

duce its Effeéts by adding, to the Springinefs -
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ther 'Wholefomer. than a ‘Spirit drawn from any

“other Ingredients ; fo that the pernicious confe-

quences can only happen from the Exceflive and
Impropeér ufeof it: which I fhall in the Clofe
of thisdifcourfe fully conﬁder, as What Wams an

- Efe@ual’ Remedy:

I~ Gafes’ where che Ufe of any Commodltles
or Manufa¢tures, emp]oymor the Trade, Labour,

or Induﬂry of the people in general, - is become

hurtful “or- pernicious in particular Inftances,
yet-unlefs it is fo in: fome Eminent Degree, fo
as to -endanger the Welfare of the Whole Com-

- munity ; a GovernmPnt no doubt will ever

be cautious in attempting to impofe any Re-
ftraints, becaufe of the known Difficulty in ‘ex-
aétly diftinguithing, by the beft Laws human

wifdom can frame, between a'Proper and Rea-

fonable Ufe and the Abufe of any fuch Com-
modlty or ManufaCture’confumed by the people:

for Experience fhows that Reftraining -Laws
have generally been deficient in anfwermo the
End defigned, but-father have reftrained things
notintended, or elfe introduced Evils that-could
not have happened but by fuch reftraints: an In-
ftance of which may be obferved in the Gin- A&
which encreafed thofe very “Abufes it was calcu-
lated to deftroy.-

Ir for thefe r‘cafons a Government is to pro-

ceed cautioufly in fupprefling the abufes-1 have
mentioned,’ frony the il Confequemes that may

happnn 5 How {trange and unheard-of a' Policy-
‘would it then he; to attempt the Total Prohi-

bition of fiuch Manufactures, -in all its branches,

- becaufe in 'the Home-Cepfumption they happen.
o be ufed ta Excefs by Particular Perfons; by
who can hardly. bé

the Dregs: of the people,

Govern’ d by any Laws!
Wg

- long continue Powerful and Opulent :

(13)

. ‘We might indeed by fuch means; fuppofing
Human Nature adapted to Laws neceflary for
that purpofe, foon become a- Reformed, but at’
the fame time a Beggarly people. ~ We could not
“the twor
chief Points -which employ ‘the Grand Machine:
of Government, and befpeak the Attention. of
a Legiflature! "One ‘would Imagine by the Ob-
jections in’ general' made to the ule of Malt Spi-

ity that all other things ufed in drink:or food:

were Phyfick, andthe former only Poifon. - But’
the Partiality “of ithis-way of thinking will be

eafily deteted, if we confider -the Nature and-

Quality ‘of many other rhmo ufc,d as Food 01‘-
Drmk, elpecially the latter. -

“I's-there any thing'more permclous, than the
immoderate ufe of -Coffée and Teay which has
encreafed to ‘a “furprizing height- within a fews
years, among all ranks and degrees of people:
in the ngdom? Is it not one conftant Meal a’
day, and often times a Regale in*an afternoon?.
will our"Servant Maids be fed -on any ‘other
terms, or will the- Wives- or- Children “of the
loweft Artificers fail of uf ing it once a day at:

leaft:? Isnot theufeof Coffee and Tea alfo look-
ed upon as ‘the ‘improvement, ‘and part of the

si.(., O v

~ fine breeding of our Farmers Wives-and Chil-

dren ? And this'Commodity ‘being fo univer-
fally ufed to ‘Excefs, ' tho? not of otir own Pro-

- du&, but purchafed with the Ready Mony of

the ngrdom, arifing from the Induftry and
labour of our Manufa&ur(j:rs 5 whata lofsis here
to the Landed Intereft ? According to the Cal-
¢ulations of that Modeft Author thofe wha
drink Spirituous'Liquors in Londo# are two hun-
dred Thouf and, and that they confume three--

. pence




(14)
pence a day lefs in provifions by‘reqfén- of fuich
drinking 5 -And yet, notwithftanding all this;
altho’ the Strength of the Objettions to Spiri-
tuous Liquors equally lies to Coffec and Tea,
yet. T fhould think it a Monftrous Propofition,
to attempt prohibiting the Ufe of Tea and Cof-

fee, Commodities which employ fo many Thous-

fand Families in Importing, Exporting, Vend-

- ing and Retailing, and which occafion fo great

a Confumption of Sugar, the Produ& of our
Colonjes Manufactured at home.. .~ .. .
< I could mention Several other things of the
like nature equally held to be pernicious, as the
immoderate ufe of Tobacco, the Life and Soul of

our Colonies in America, which we ufe-to great
- excefs by all the different ways that can be in-

vented: the like ufe of Spices which has been
always allowed a- great Inflamer of the blood,

~and yet of late. Years introduced in. moft parts

of our diet; -And alfo. the known pernicious
Adulterat,idn»,,of unwholefome mixtures of
Wines 3 .and the great confumption of Hops,
which all Writers-allow to-be a promoter of the
Stoneand Gravel ;5 nay even phyfick it felf, or

~ thofe Drugs fo called and ufually vended as fuch,

which from the. badnefs of their.Quality are in
London often deftroyed, as a degree of Poifon,

by the Cenfors of the College of Phyficians;
and yet, according to the principles I lay down,
neither of thefe are to be entirely prohibited, §
+ withopt introdycing a worfe Evil in the place
- of that intended ro .be removed. - : '

:Tuerg i$ nothing but what the Vicious In-

* glinations of Man may abufe ; and if that Abufe

isnot in an Eminent degree, fo as to endanger

- the welfare of the whole Community, T fhall

lay

\

-reafonably be given to it by the Il

| (15)

lay it down asa general tho® not univerfal Rule;
that it may be an Experiment of Evil Confes
quence to a Trading. People to attempt an Ab-
folute prohibition of things of that nature. _:

- BuT to come more immediately to the main’
‘Queftion propofed; to confider the. great Im- -

portance of the Britifh Diftillery and the Na-

tional Concern in its prefervation. SPEEEY
I muft, T confefs, dxﬂ‘"erventircly from the Au-

| thor I mention, both in the matters of Fa&t

pretended to be advanced by him, -as well as in
the Conclufions drawn from them. I fhall thow
they are not Facts, but Monftrous Falfities and
Abfurdities in many Inftances ;- and what weight
Reafoning can have on fich foundations, I fhall
i;ubmit to the judgment of every Impartial per-
on. . . N o

Ir we confider truly this Valuable Manufa-
Gure of the Brizifp Diftillery, it)is in itlf, or
at leaft with fuch farther encoura%emént as.may
egiflature may
be made,. a T'reafure more Ufeful to this King-~
dom than the Mines of Peru, which only ems=
ploys Slaves 5 and the poffeflion thereof has

8 drawna people once the moft confiderable and
 formidable in the World' to a Wretched ftate
- of Indolence and Poverty: whereas the Britifh

Diftillery, like a real Treafure, is the certain Ad-

- vantage “and Support. of the Landed Intereft,
(which -Mediately or Immediately - pays all the
‘Laxes in the Kingdom, -and is the chief Refource

this Nation has in all Emergencies to anfwer the
publick wants,) and alfo Circulatés and diffufes
an Induftry and Gain thro’ fo many different

'hqus,‘ :as' multiplies its benefit beyond Imagj- -

- nation
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pation, exceeding moft other Manufaétures in

the Kingdom. N T
. T o explain thefe Advantages more particu-
Yarly, Twill fuppofe the Diftillers corifume Yearly
400,000 Qm’rter’s-of Grain of . different-deno-
inations, and Suppofing the Land. on which -
this Grain is raifed, to bear one-Acre withano:
ther, Two Quarter (which. allowing for Acci-
dents in .bad Crops, :and a great deal of poor
Land being of late Years employed ‘in Tillage
may be a reafonable Computation) the Quan:
tity of Land employed to anfwer this Confum-
jption muft then. be 200,000 Acres. . And fup:

' pofing 100 Acres to be a moderate propoftion

for each farmer to occupy, and that he has in-
cluding himfelf Five in family and a Team of
Horfes of the fame Number, - R

Tui1s Tillage then maintains Ten Thoufand
Souls, and TenThoufand Horfes, employs ma-

. ny Artificers in the Country ‘as Wheel-wrights, &
* Smiths, ‘9. and- confuimes many materials - &

Woodand Iron; Andif all this Grain is-brought
to London by Coafting Vefiels, there is employ-

ed between Two and Three Thoufand Tunof - ‘
. Foundations ; - part of whofe Revenues are pay-

. able’in Corn.

Shipping in the courfe of a Year for this pur-
pofe s in which a Number of Seamen muft be
bred and employed. o -

. Tuereare Fadors in the Country to buy,

Labourers to Ship, and Carriage to the Wa-

térfide (Grain notlying always eqoally near) @
. I all this there is confiderable Wear and Tare &
of Materials, which Imploys many Artificers;”
Fa&ors are again Imployed to buy or fell this

Grain at a Market, the Diftillers employ many & _
' of the Common. fort, or to aggrandize a Set

of Men notorioufly known to fell an Adulterar

hands in the Manufa@uring the Grain into Spi-

- 1ts, ‘they Imploy Carpenters, Coopers, Smiths, §:
T o Copper |

(17

Copper-Smiths, and other artificers beforemeri-

~ tioned in their Utenfils for Diftillation, and con-

fame many thoufand Chaldrons of Coals, imploy

‘many Labourers and Servants, caufe a great-

Carriage ‘in. Town and Country, fupply thei
Dealers. with the Diftilled: Spifitz,,, nolzpogl;hfcol;
drinking, but for many other Ufes; as to. Apo-
thecarys, ~Chymifts, Japanners, Cabinet ma~
kers.and many other trades ; They alfo p‘a‘yﬂd
great Revenuc, to -the Crown, which. for the

- two laft Years has amounted to above 150,000 /,

a Year, which-Revenue is appropriated to an-

fwer the publ_ick. Debts ; befides the advantage to
. theRevenuein the Duty of Maltand Coals, and -
_the Increafe of the Land-tax by,raiﬁhg the Va- - V

.-lue of'._Land. - To'this we may\add the great con-
_fump_t{on»of, Sugars, Molafies, 'Cyder and'aéééy-
o Wincs latles, Lyder and decay-

So, diffufive fo beneficial is the Diftillery of

Brz'zz’//:q Spirits, that all Ranks and. Degrees.of
men :in the Kingdom feel the- real effedts and
advantage of it, not forgetting the Reverend
Clergy in the Increafe of -their tythes, nor the
Colleges ‘in our Univerfities and other Publick

IF thefe are F a&s,‘ whiéh evéry one who will |

. Impartially .confider may almoft determine gn

his own experience, Surely no man . can be in
earneft to defire fuch a Manufaéture fhould be -

deftroyed, - or would wiflh to give up fucha

_Trea,fgre, a‘r_i.ﬁngfrom the labour and induftry
of fuch multitudes of people, or with this Sa-
crifice made purely to prevent the Debaucheries

ted and- more Unwholeforie Compofition, ‘or
becaufe the Civil Magiftratés and Inferior Of-
- C : ficers
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ficers will not or cannot do their Duty, in fup
prefling publick tipling and diforders, or that
the Laws are deﬁcxent to enable them fo to do
" with any effect, -

“v A sto the Landed Intereft in - partlcular ICt
thofe who- are‘ Land-owners ferioufly confider
the - confequence -of "this great -and’certain Con-
fumption of Gram, more valdable in fome re-
{petts than Foreign Exportation, which depends
on many- accidents, ‘and the partxcular demand
-for it’ abroad. :

“LET them conﬁder w1th what dlﬁiculty they
can-.get their Rents of Tenants-with all thefc
- advantages, fince: they have been fo much

' raned of late’ years. :

ITis well known,’ that at thls time there is not
one thing to the advantage of the Farmers but
Grain, which is their only Dependance in Corn-
Countrys;- partncularly in the Northern and
~ Eaftern parts 5 from whence they chiefly fupply
rhe London Market, -and what:an advantage 1t
is“to the Farmer that if his' Crop'receives any
damage by’ accident as‘'to be unfit for other
ufes, yet it will accommodate-the le’al]ers, fo
that_he’ is -always fure of a market.

(19.)
do but. refle€t on-the Loow condition the Plan-.
ters are in, not only by Indifferent ‘Crops. of
late Years but by the Cheapnefs of Sugars, .and.
the Planters:being Rival’d by the French Co-
lonies 5 .if thefe thmgs are duly confidered; the

Vent for their Molafles and fometimes for thelr _

d:  coarfe and damaged Sugars to the Dittillers, ‘and

the vent of ‘Molafles made by our Sugar-Bakers.
here, are-of .too great confequence to the In-,
tereft of our Colonies, in their prefent declin-,

ing condxtlon, to deprive them of the means,

3
!

. Tag Cyder-Countiesare -alfo, concerned - @

the confumpuon of that Commodity for diftilla
tion. How many Eftates have raifed in Value

from, Two to Five or -Six Huadred pounds a-

Year, merely on account of the Vent of Cyder

- to ‘Diltillers, which in plenuful Crops: they can-
not ‘otherwife difpofe of?
“Tue advantage to our Colonies,

by the Bmz//a Dittillery, yet ought not to be
omu:red in the: Computatxons i’ thxs Cafe; If we

altho 2,
fmall part of whar the reft of this Kingdom finds §:

- do

of Confuming : the rather for that neither Plan-, -

ter or Sugar-Baker can. have any-other equal
Vent for. thofe Commodities.

It has been one main Argument agamﬂ: the
Britifp Diftillery, that Beer and . Ale are mott,
wholefome Liquors, the Confumption of which is.
‘greatly leflened by the ufe of Britifb Spirits ;.
-and that the Revenue can reap no Advantage.
by the latter, by reafon the Duties arifing;- from.
thence are fufficiently ballanced by the'Decreafe.
of the Revenue on the former, wh1ch L fhall in.
the next place confider.

~As to the Wholefomenefs of Beer and Ale,

it is juft in the fame ftate as Briti/b Spiritsz. -
ufeful to fome Conftitutions, and pernicious.to.

others 3 with- this dz(’cm&;lon, that Drunkennefs.
with Beer and Ale remains longer oa a Man,
“and confequently muft be more pre]udlela] than
with Spmtuous Liquors which :foon go off.

" Dottor Quiney fays, -

% Many Inftances ‘may. be- brought which .

¢ can admlt of no doubt,. where Canftitutions
¢ have been {poiled by Ale, for that manifeft-
¢ ly fouls. the Glands, ftuffs: the Veffels with
* S]lme and Vv 1fcxd1ty, makes the Body unweil-
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¢ dy and Corpulent, and .paifcs the way “for

¢« Cachexies, Jaundices, Afthma’s and incurable

<< Dropfies: the urinary paffages, which like-

¢ wife it is imagined toclear, itwill by degrees

< fill with Slough-and Matter of as bad Con-

<« fequence as Gravel

¢ Tue ftronger Malt Liquors are, the more

. ¢ yifcid parts they carry into the Blood, and
- << tho’ the Spirituous Parts make thefe unper-

- +¢ ceptible at firft, yet when they are evapora- | i

¢¢ ted or gone off; which will be in a few
¢« Hours, the other will be fenfibly .enough

< fele by Pains in the head, Naufeoufnefs at [
-« the Stomach, and Laflicude or Liftlefinefs to

«¢ motion, This thofe are much the beft jud-
< ges of, who have experienced the Extreams
¢ of drinking of thefe Liquors and of Wines,
¢ for a Debauch of ‘Wiae they find much foo-
¢ per'worn off, and they are much more lively
<« and brisk afterwards, than upon over-tipling
< Malt Liquors; whofe Vifcid Remains will
<« be a long time before they can be thook a-
< way. ‘The Pale Malt Drink has certainly

¢ moft of the Grain in it and is therefore moft
«¢ Nourithing ; butalfo for that reafon, thofe:

<¢ who drink much of it are generaly fleck and

¢ fat in the bloom of their Age, butif they

<¢ are pot fuddenly cut off by Feavers, as they
< generally are, they fall very early into a di-
< fiemper’d Old Age, and hardly fupport the
¢« purden of Life with a Retinue of difeafes.

¢« The Brown Malt makes a Drink much lefs |
¢¢ Vifcid and fitter to pafs the feveral Straines §.

© <« of the Body, but what is very ftrong of it

s ‘may be ufed in Excefs enough to bring‘on

s the Inconveniencies of the former: -
: S Notwith-

- (21) |
Notwithftanding all thefe ill Qualities, which
undoubtedly may beattributed to Malt Liquors,

One would: look upon.a Man to .be out of -
his :Senfes, who thould contend for a Prohibi-
" tion or Reftraint-on the confumption by heavy . .

duties or otherwife, becaufe they may be hurt:

| ful to fome Conftitutions, or generally perni~
~cious if drunk to Excefs; which is the utmofk

Strength of t’he-fObjeé“cion to Britifb Spirits..

. As to the point of the Revehue, 'Wh_ethef fhgi A

Increafe of the Excife on Briti/h Spirits has oc-
cafioned an equal Decreafe of the Excife on Malt:

| Liquors, that will beft appear by Stating the
~ Produét. © - o y S

Total Grofs Produce ‘on the , Total Grofspro-

different Duyties on Brittifh | duceof the Du--
Spirits, - .+ | tiesonBeerand
S ' o Ale
1728 e 115966 | 1005199
1729 118169 | 963763
1730 ——————— 99833 |. 1021946 °
1731 e 110743 | 1050988
1733 — 121263 | 1067963 "
1934 rem—rmm ~ 151010'| 1063504 .
1735 ————n————— 154014 | 1021370
- Towl 8709987194733

Medium of each 'i‘2i4428;5-8% .10'2:7‘8x:9> .

Nors. For the eafe of the Reader the Qdd
Mony is omitted ‘in this Computation, and in
t,hg_fpllowing Remarks. And as' to the Year

1732,

\
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1732 which is omitted ; 'it’s not found on In-..

quiry, that the Eftimates of that Year have been
- made publick. FETRI o
~ From thefe Eftimates it plainly appears, that
~ the Confumption of Briti/b. Spirits do not leffen
the Confumption of Beer and Ale; the which
I thall mote particularly explain inthe following:
manner. - - R T
. TuE Auathor I mention has been pleafed to
admit that in the Year 1689, when the Britifh
Diftillery was -very Inconfiderable to- what it
is at prefent, as much Foreign Brandy was im~
portedin One Year as the Excife thereof amount-
ed to 140000 L. at 1 fbill. 4 d. per Gallon s So
that there muft be Two Millien -One Hundred
Thoufand Gallons Imported in that Year.

"I fhall pitch upon the Year 1728 as nearer of -

any one year to an Indifferent Medium for the
Quantity of - Britifb Spirits for feveral Years

palt, preceeding the two laft years, wherein the = §

Diftillery by reafon of the Cheapnefs of Grain,

and for other prudential Reafons, may be well

fuppofed to have Increafe more than the Annu-
~al ‘Confumption required. . L
T this Year [ mention, the total Amount of
the feveral Duties'laid on Britifb Spirits of dif-

ferent denominations was the Sum of 115966/ -

© to fbill.-and 11 d: % -by which it may be fup-
pofed this- Manuofacture produced in that Year
c - Gallonsor ‘

" And the Quantity of Foreign Brandy Impor-

- ted that Year. only amounted to 298236 § Gal-

ons or 1183 — Tuns 157 Gallons and a half
" which is lefs than was Imported in the Year 1689.
by 1801763. % .Gallons.. That Quantity
ought to be deducted out of the Quantity of’
Britifb Spirits, as fo ‘much our awn Mag;lfa'f«:

. ’ ’ e ctufre

Tuns of Spirits. .

(23)

Gure has faved the Importation of, from foreigy
parts, purchafed with ready mony ; and, theres
fore cannot be applicable to the Suppofed De-
creafe of the Brewery, and thatonly . . - .~
Gallons of Britifb- Spirits remain to be Accounts

ed for. Of this Gallons there are many
means of Confumption, . exclufive of our Au-
thor’s formidable Army of Gin-Drinkers,. which -

~ were wholly unknown in 1689: as the. An-
" nual Exportation, what is ufed by Japannerss

Cabinet-makers, and other Artificers, Apothe-
caries, Chymifts, nay in‘all the: Hofpitals, ‘as
well as in private Houfes, as Medicines,. or in
Medicinal Preparations: which muft .account
for the Confumption of a Confiderable quantity.
T o this may be added, what is Confumed

by Seafaring Men .in their Voyages, and what

is ufed in the making of Puach; where Foreign
Brandys are not ufed, which-many people who

~ ufed to drink’ Wines, finding fuch : Adultera: -

ed Naufeous Compofitions, .now ufe inftead ~
Oof Wines. .~ . o L
. Anp what may very reafonably account for
the Confumption of the Refidue, in oppofition
to the Suggeftion that the Brewery: decays as

. the Dittillery rifes, is the greatIncreafe of peo-

ple in this Kingdom for. forty .or fifty Years
laft paft, and their, way of Living being more
Expenfive, and confequently more Liquors of
all kinds drunk:; fo that if the Increafe in the
Confumption ‘of ‘Wines and Malt - Liquors ap-
pears to have been made equally in propor-
tion to the Increafe of Confumption of Briti/h
Spirits, it muft-be Evident, that the Confump-
tion of Beer and Ale cannot'be leffened by the
Ufe of Britifb Spirits, in the manner pretended
by the Author, under my Confideration. .

5 et
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i I fhall farther explain this matter, by Coms.
paring -the Eftimate of ‘the Duties on Britifp
~ Spirits with that ‘of Beer and Ale, “by which it
" will appear to a demonftration, that the Con-

fumption of Beer and Ale has not been leflened
in proportion -to.the Confumption of Britif
Spirits 5 for if that were the Cale, ‘the One al-
ways' muft fall'below ‘the medium, as the Other
rifes above it 3 as for éxample; in the Year 1730

the Duties on Spirits-amounted only to 99833 L

" 4.5, 2 d. which was theloweft of ‘any of the

= whole Seven Years, -and wanted 24595 /. of the

medium ; ‘and in that very Year the Excife of
‘Malt Liquors-amounted to 1, 021, 946 /. which

" -was below the Medium for feven Years of the -

- Excife on Beer and Ale 5873 L now if the great
" Quantity of Britifb-Spirits - diftilled occafions a
lefs Confumption of ‘Beer and Ale, and leflens
the Révenue of Excife thereon, it muft necef-

farily follow, that in. this. Year the Duties on -

Spirits. being below the Medium 24595 /. the
Excife on Beer and Ale muft alfo Increafe that
Sum -above thé Medium,  which its’ plain was
" not the Cafe in the Inftance 1 quote ; but on

the . Contrary the Excife on Beer and Ale was
below ‘its Medium 58+~3 I which being added = |

" tothe 24595. it ought to have exceeded, makes

the difference 30468/ which is fufficient to falffy |

‘the fuggeftion I contend with on this Subjeét.

' j”‘BfJ.TVnot ‘knowing v'v'}_x‘at\Credit one Witnefs
_ only may have upon this ingenious Author, I
+ fhall produce another to the fame purpofe. =

THE D_utie‘s ,oﬂir,Spirirs'_ in .,t»h_.e',’Yeéf 1729
~ amounted to 118169, J. which was 6259 /. below
 its Medium, - ' - ‘

" The

B of 62267/

B Ty |
- The fame Year the Duties on Beer ard Ale
amounted to 963763 L which Was 64056 /. be-
low its Medium, which being added to the
6259 /it ought by this Author’s Calculation to.
have acquired, makes the falﬁty' of the whole

- appedr to be 70315 A

Again,

' The ?uti’es on Spirifs_ inﬂtvhe Year 17‘34."
. amounted to 151010 /. whicl ‘
| Mediom 26582 £ creeeded s

The fame Year the Duties on Beefténdﬁ; Ale’

amounted 10 1063504 /. which exceeded its

Medium 35685 . which being added to the In- -
creafe of the Duty on Spirits, exceeding the

| Medium, it makes together a falfe Calculation.

So that in this laft Year altho;~ the Duties
Beer and ‘Ale exce‘e‘ded .‘?hﬁil' Prbper I \/Iélc?islj:;?

| mare than'the Duties on Spirits exceeded ‘their

proper Medium by 9103 /. Yet the Author"
in afferting the Quantity of Spirits diftilled
leflons the Brewery 5 of which I IE;hink thgl',Iie‘i

' I mention ventyres hard to Impofe on mankind

B ftances I have given a full Dete&ion, altho’ I’
. could have given more, had’ they been want.

¥ ing, " -

But were the Cafe otherwife, than in fa& it.

| really appears to be 5 Were ' there any Extra- -

o“rdi'_na‘.:ryllv‘-pg:‘cregfe‘_'iq.':,_th,é Exeife on. Malc Li-
quors, d$ has happeriéd “within thefe two laft’

- Lears, comparing the fame with the'preceeding

iﬁalj; Qf:ify,,.'.to , thczi:‘amou'n‘&c‘, of near 40,0:0(){ Ia
year, 1t does not therefore follow that it is oc- .

i“?ﬁf’ﬂ?@{;}bythg ’.C;_él?%p}ption of Malg;Spirits.;,

There
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There are more Natural and Rational Caufes

to be aflighed for fuch. Decreafe, which I fhall

‘endeavour to. explain 3 And at the fame time.

fhall account for the Decreafe in. the Excife

"on Malt Liquors.in the. Year ’1729,' ‘

It is well known that in the Year 1729,

the beft Barley was generally Sold:-uzpon an
Average at 23 s. per Quarrer, and -the beft
‘Hops at about 4 L or 5 1. per - hundred.

‘When théfe. Commodities were {fo very dear,
the Brewers kept low Stocks, “were défirous

‘only of brewing fufficient to anfwer ‘the Imme-

diate Demands of ' their Cuftomers, and did

not, as ufual; Brew any Quantities'of Beer for
Staling s but the following Years, particularly

1732 'and 1733, when ‘Birley and Hops wereat

a'more reafonable “Price, they;. as well as.the
Diftillers, filled up their Stock, and brewed
great Quanties for Staling, by far exceeding the
propottion of 2 Medium for feven Yeears ; for
which reafon, it may very naturally follow that

in1734 and 1735, the Duties of Malt.Liquors. |

muft Decreafo, when the Brewers being fully-

ftocked  could not have occafion to brew any. &

~ more than: for the Annual Confumption. . How-,

ever it.dees not thence follow,, but as much

Beer and Ale was confumed in 1 734.and 1735, |

as’in any preceeding Year. .
firmed, had we the

~ This nﬁght be fully con

Opportunity of feeing any Computations of he,
_ Dead Stock of Beer and Ale in the - different,

Years: An Information we cannot come at,.

It may indeed be Objected, that by ‘the fame

Rule, the. ‘great Increafe’ of People is-urged 25

2 Reafon why thie greatér Confumption’ of Bri-.

- tifh’ Spirits - does'not leflén the '*Cbnifdrhptio% : olf'
. Cele ST ; ) ] . s - ee

e S
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Beer'and Ale; So that if the Excife on ‘M
Liquors d}koes not Equally enc‘t"xezg{?h?gﬁzw"ak
tion, bu’tr vremams on a Par: it m’u’ﬂ- t}?erlf)'or-
be concluded that Britith SPi‘rifsigéin;”re';ggg
on Malt Liquors, and the Excife op t'hé%' tmer
leflens the Excife on the latter : So that a:ll;fgfl:

| are fupplied with the Produé of ‘the -Land

by confequence. the Landed Intereft is not ad.

. vanced by the Increafe of  the Diftillery

This Objécion is in fome me wered
v on {ome meafi
bhy the Corxupuga;nons already. madlemegggwged '
tO efe not fufficient for the "Pu’r‘-pofé‘ there’eri“3
One atllzixng’ fia:rtllm)er' to be confidered s which is
~altho’ the Duties of Excife 'arfe’ certai
Proof of the Confumption of Britiﬂl% chﬁ?tlsn
anadconfequggtly of the Grain from-which it is |
gafa l?; Yet they are not the fame equal- Proof -
of tdg Confumption of Malt in. the Brewin
?m‘_a ¢, and that the Excife on Malt,LiquOE
m I?gt g'ee:yt tll)r(’)(?abil‘y decreafe from other Caufes
hether the Confumption of Britith Spirits in.
Srleafcuorkpot. The truth of tﬁis'appill;:-;s Hi;'
Zvned cggﬁd?r ,t{;"at olf late Years, many Artificers
d private Families who formerly ufed .ta
f};;l;k Malt  Liquors, now drink V\};int':eedagg
ol ot i s oo ne Driokers
ed out with the Adulteration and naufeou
uvxi}?,holefglmg Compofitions of thtr:)e:il;fe:;j
ne Coopers, now drink Puanch, for the

.greateft Part made¢ either of Arrack, Rum.
S aatat JER e ]

or French Brandy. which et cones s
NIRRT alldy, Wh‘lCh_mu&~C€rta}nl F ‘
Proportion leflen the Confumption ﬁf"\ﬂ%m{-’ ’
iquors.: oh WY MPEERUon ot vlale
Thett & Hlawics inihms tocnr s
iafion 1 Decreale of the Excife, on Best. and
46, tho” the Confumption” of Malt in brewing
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it -may continue the fame: that is the Great
Quantities of Fine Ale and Beer-Brewers of

. different forts in remote Counties, ‘who fend |

moft of it to. London : As,
- Burton
- Darby SR
- Nottingham ; P
Yorkfbire '
. Newcaftle
 Newbury
- Oxford
Shropfhire :
Wb
~and other Sorts of J.

1

> Ale

. Dorchefer 1
Cbl‘fbeﬁer, ‘ . ? Beer »
, And other Sortsof J =~ -

" To which may be added the Number of
" Fine Ale Brewers in and about London, which
of late Years'by a moderate Compuration in-
creafed to upwards of 300, and the Brewing

~ of Private Families, which has greatly increafed

* Moft part of this Fine Ale and Beer is fold
at Sixpence per Quart or dearer ; from which

[ 29 ]

And fince. I have mentioned thefe Fine Ales,
I cannot omit remarking the Evil Confequences
of drinking them to excefs, which every.One
muft allow is more practifed than in any other
Cafe whatfoever. In refpect to Quantity, were
a Man to make his Obfervations in the Publick
Houfes felling thefe:Liquors, he would find
Artificers of the better fortand Tradefmen, the

¥ Sottith Confumers of them, it once walting
& their time, and deftroying their Conflitutions ;

And Experience may convinte every man how

B unwholefome exceflive Dritiking of -thefe fine
| Alesare, by the Diforders they bring on hu-

‘man Bodies; how ftrongly they intoxicate and

B lcin the Head; and yer it does not follow thac

it may reafonably be fuppofed it hasat leaft |

twice the Strength of Common Ale, and
therefore muft go twice as far in the Confump-
tion, altho’ it pays no more Duty ; but upon.

* this Computation it appears, that every 100/
. Excife paid for thefe Fine Ales.and Beer muft
leflen ‘the general Revenue of Excife 100 l.
 tho* the Quantity of Malt or Hops for Brew-
ing may- in the whole be ftill employed in the
fame Proportions, = o And -

the Brewing fuch Liquors is tobe-prohibited,

| becaufe an ill Ufe is made in confuming, them.

But among all the Arguments made ufe of,
by the ingenious Author, who will be content-
ed with nothing lefs than the Utter Deftruétion
of the Britifp Diltillery'; the Affertion, that it
is deftructive to the Landed Intereft, is fo
firange and monftrous, that I believe, few

- People, who have given‘any ‘Attention to fo

| Important a Queftion -as this under confidera= -

 tion, need any Arguments to convince them of

i’s Fallacy.

'Hov'vever, that every thing he has faid,

® may be fully confidered; I fhall examine the

feveral Calculations he
- that Affertion. :

miakes in {upport of

.He computes the Number of Petfons, whofe -
Stomachs are vitiated by drinking Drams in
London. only, to ‘be 200,000, .(modeftly fug-

SRR o gefting




than‘a Million.-

is 25000 Gallons a Day, or Nine M 1LL1oNS,
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gefting.at-the fame Time, that he fears they
are Double the Number). ' o

_That every one of thofe 200,000 drink 1
Pint of Spirits a.Day, and therefore camnot
cat 4 Pennyworth of common-Food. ‘

Which ‘Want of Appetite is 3: a Day, or

Al 31s.34d.a Year, for each Perfon, Lofsto

the ‘Landed Tntereft ; amounting to little lefs

A i“PIe-Jilifewi‘fe:‘cb‘m‘p‘utes, that ot ojné %0’f "tlh'_i's‘ '
- Army of '‘Gin.drinkers, can do above half 3

Day’s Work, which he ‘computes an jeiqu'al‘
near another ‘Million pér ann. tho’ 1 think if
this - Aflertion is true, that it amounts in thé
Jeaft, to only abouta Million in the whole...

“That in tHeCompoﬁﬁon of a Pint of -Sp‘i}its;

there is not uféd as much Grain, or Fruit, |
‘cofts the Diftiller a fingle Farthing.

~ And that every Twenty Shil']i‘n‘gs; Jaid out
by the Diftillers in Barley, Malt, or Wheat,

and made into Spirits, takes off from the De- |
mand of .all Sorts of Eatables, as much as the -

Farmer ought to fell for 37

I fhall not trouble myfelf with-comparing the

Contradiétions of one Part of thefe Calculations

with the other Part;; but fhall think it fufficient §
for my" Purpofe, to thow the Suppofitionsare.-

every one Falfe, and indeed, in their own Na-

ture, mere Impoflibilities——<As for Inftance,

A Bintlatﬁay ééﬁnfdzﬁeid bjé@é',_éé&PeOplé}

ONE

i
N i
i

Liofs‘to the Landed Intereft ; which amountsio |
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 ont HunprED, TweENTY-FIVE THaHOU-
l sanp GALLONS A YEAR, which is more
l by One Mrrrion, onE Huwnprep,
 TwenTy-FIVE THousAND GALLONS,

| than is made in the whole Kingdom. from Malc
Spirits, allowing 400,000 Quarter: to be con-

b fumed  therein——no  Allowance made for

| Spirits Exported or Confumed by Apothecaries
B and Artificers, nor one Dram left for fober

\purpofés, or for Men in any Degree of Healch, *
| Punch.drinkers,. or thofe who live in the Coun- -

itry.', Surely, whilft' thefe 200,000 Men live
| and confume: all the Poifon, the reft of - the,

§ Xingdom can be in no Danger.

give to an Author, who has fo_little Senfe of

| Stiame, as to attempt putting off thefe’ Abfur-

| dities, or rather thefe; Untruths, on the World'y
or what Regard' ought to be had.to any Rea-
foning drawn from fuch Aflertions ¥ .

I would not be thought to pick out'a Single
Inftance. of this Nature, to call the V‘er,acu.y,“_of
‘an Author in Queftion, altho® it. happens in {o

B material an ‘Article ; but all his Calculations are
1 indeed of the'fame Stamp : He pretends to:afr
%fert; thata Pint of Spirits does not {ftand the
Diftiller in a Singlée Farthing, for thé primie-

%COff:pf ‘the Grain or Fruit employed therein s
‘Whereas it'is.an. apparent Truth, the, whole

‘Trade will readily demonttrate, to any Pérfon.

‘delirous to, be fatisfied. therein, that.T'wenty-

{ Shillings of Grain. will not make above Twenty:.

Gallons of Spirit (and, fometimes not fo much.
according to the Goodnefs of the Grain) which:

In that one Article only. . There
L | | ere

e oo =

Now what, Credit will any Impartial Man'

amounts to Three Halfpence a Pint prime'Coft;
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“There is another Abfurdity I muft alfo take
notice of, Our Author will not allow his
400,000 Dram-drinkers to do.above Half a
. Days Work, and beftows Threepence on each
- of them to fpend. in Drams————This indeed
~ may be afforded by fome forts of Artificers,

who earn great Wages; but cannot be fuppo-
fed to be afforded by that fort of People our

¢ Author ‘will not fuffer to eat any Dinner,
* There are many of the common People in Lon-
.don, as. well as many Manufacturers in the

- Country, who by the labour they have been
bred to, cannot earn above 10d. a Day, one,
with another. "Many of thefe have a Wife
to maintain, or at leaft Children. Now if fuch

a one does but Half a Day’s Work inftead ofa |

-whole-one, -his Earnings are reduced from 104,

to 5 4. and if 3 4. is laid out in Spirits, he muft |

provide his two other Meals, all other Refrefh.
ment and Neceflaries with the 24. a Day,

which is all this unmerciful ‘Author has leftto

fuppb_rt the poor Man and Family.

Surely an Author cannot be Serious in thefe

monftrous Calculations ; at leaft one -would

imagine it could hardly enter into his Head,

that a Legiflature could be impofed on by At .

guments drawn from fuch Foundations.

. Years, lefened in. Value near 20 per Col,
7 7 Cres i b e »"“ N . WhICh

- The next Method ufed, to thow how preju- treble the Quantity
* dicial the Confumption of Grain in the Britih 1§ And will any Mar, ¢t to b
_ Diftillery is to the Landed Intereft, is firft by [§ 77¢ Wil any Man affere, that the Fodder or.
ftating 2 Computation of the Value of the Live-. §
ftock of the Nation 40 Yeats finces; and af- |
- {erting the fime has, within thefe feven or eight, §

| LYy
which is a Lofs to the Landed Intereft he: attri-
butes wholly to t‘h_e;Diﬁillery. S IR

- There is one Monftrous. Paradox afferted  at"

the fame Time by this Dealer in Figures ; that:
the Quantity of Live-Stock leffens, and the
Price leflens ‘alfo. Were he to affert thac the
uantity -leflened, and the Price rofe;: or that'
the Value leflened by the too great’ Quantity!
.bred 5 it would have had a Face of Probability,
whether true or falfe in itfelf 5 but that both’
can be true, I believe no" man can f‘belic(Vé’;:u
nor do I apprehend any great Difficulty in de-
monftrating both to be Falfe, - =~~~ "¢+

- Thofe who are the .leaft c‘bn'verfant in Cc'.)‘uﬁé‘

try AH’aiFS,* ‘_muﬂf needs know, that tl]ePFOduce )

of a Farm in every Branch is greatly increafed
within thefe forty Years paft. This the Land-
;qudsv'kn()w by raifing their Rents,  and the Glet-
gy by the Increafe of Tithes; and that this In--
creafe has been generally .made, as much in
Live-Stock, asinany other Produce of a Farm ; -

particularly in great Part of #als, and fome

Part of Scotland, where they have no other
Means to raife their Rents for the Landlord.

“This is alfo'manifeft by the’ great Improve.:
ment in Grafs-Seeds. . How. many Farms,. u-_
fing that good HMufbandry, Raife and TFac,
3 of Stock they ufed ro Raife’
only, ‘and fell Hay where they ufed to buy?
Provifion for Beafts, Increafes to fo great a°‘de- -
gree, -as is manifeft to eévery one who makes the.
lealt Obfervation;’ and  thdt the Live-Stock,
Who only ‘can’ confume it, “at'the fame Titne
Leﬁ‘ensp RS P A SR LA I HETR A
F - Afar-
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A farther Demonftration may be badaxn this
Cafe, by the Progrefs: of: the: ‘Fanning-Trade,

* and:the Increafe of both the Home Confump-

tion, and Exportation of Leather of  different
Sorfs.: oot Tt

. Do. we:not. fee, Tanners incréafe, not only a-

“hout London, but.in all Barts of the Kingdom?:

Maft not. the: great. Increafe of. People, within
Forty. Years paft, occafion a greater. Confump-
tion.of Leather of different Sorts; for .dxﬁ'e_rentf

“Ufes. well known to every ong:? =

) Daznl'ot k‘)ur“Bi’l‘l»s{A();f\E'ntiryk ﬂlow the greatln. B

creaf¢, "in the Exportation of Leather and
Skins to. Flanders, Holland, Germany,. the North,
the, Streights, and elfewhere:? And is not the

whole confirmed by the known.Increafe of that- |

Part of -the Revenue, laying.a Duty on ‘_Hidie's-,;
Skins, - €Fc. which'amounts, as I'have been cre-
dibly informed, tho’ I have not feen the Efti-

mates, to more than Double what it formerly

Was.

But perhaps ] may be:told, that Leather and
Skins may increafe fafter than the; Live-Stock:

" If thatis the Anfwer, having feen other Things

aﬁggl;@d;(:q@al}-y;ratior’x@lﬁz Town I am: men,_ced; -

As to, the  particular. Article of: Sheep, the |8
known Increafe of. our, Woollen Manufactures, {8

7 {

*theinciedible Muliplying of Aricerscmployy § g, been sl

P

ed therein, the known Increafe. of, our, Exxportat
.tion, as well as. the. late Improvement of Tur-

“nips, which epablgs. mapy, Farmers. to: fat 500 8
- Sheep, wha before: could. not. keep, 100, "a}iq
fufficient, Proofy, that they are no, Part:of the |

SHE N R A A - ey fdbu thq
| Llje Sto}cli’.’,‘f ulmggmed tobc Decreafe mg;éﬂ P

Over-ftocked 3 whith toosdfien happand, . and

| | [35] o
Increafe of Tillige 5 which latter muft ftill remain’
an entire: Acquifition to ‘the Landed Inatereft s
-and the Britifb Diftillery.: And fo great-a Cont

furnption of it’s Product muft be efteemed a vas

luable Manufaéture, and National Advantage.
~Our Author; not ‘contented with_ leffenifig
the Quantity of all Live-Stock n the Kingdotn,
‘as another Proof. to fthow._how .pernigious the

| Diftillery is to the Landed Interett,, alfo afferts

the Demand, for Milk is greatly leficned, the
Dairy-Men, béing therefore found' to -fell off

Part of their Stock 5 which he founds on a, Sto-

Iy, 0,fM°ther5 andf;NU;‘fCﬁ;giVikng Gin to their

' Children: And that the Dealersin Fleth of late

Years, for Want of Purchafers; of the: coarfe
Parts of their Beafts, ‘are forced to bury it on
the Dunghill: .And alfo that Cheefe and Butter
yield a Low Price from the fame Caufes; & As’
to the Milk-ftory. of Dairy-Men felling off their
Stock, the Aflertion s fo.lpofe; that it peeds
very little Anfwer'; I fhall only obferve;: he has
given us no Eftimate. of the Number of., Cows
ufually kept about London, by which the Read-

1 ~er.might judge-of. the Truth of this ‘imaginary -

Decreafe 5 norhas he made any.Computation of
the Number of Milk:Eaters. I believethat isa
Diet the Poorer Sort of People cannot ufually
afford to any but Infarts of the Youngeft: Sorts
a Piece of Bread and a Draught: of Water; ha-
¥ing’ been  alwidys - more  cotimon - withc fuch

. : .;:'; b Vv-:!z ! ,' Lol ';j; RN i }.
‘That Dairy-Men fell off their Stock, can no

- ways bé appliedt8the’ Cafe:id Qleftion) «Fithe
Fact. be fo’;." of which'no. Proof is bffered: ! Tt -

may-more-reafonably be caufed by their:being

a2 is

T SN
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'is many Times occafioned by the Cheapnefs of

Hay, and the great Plenty of Grafs, which has
been remarkable for fome Years paft, and the

. fame Anfwer ‘may ferve as to the Remark on

Cheefe-and Butter 5 with this Obfervation, that

~_it’s Cheapnefs cannot happen without it’s great
- Plenty 5 and how that fuits with what is before
. afferted of the great Decreafe of Live-Stock:

Whether Cheefe and Butter' can Increafe in
Quantity, and Cows Leffen in Number, I leave
the reader tojudge. As to the Want of Con-
‘fumption of coarfe Pieces of Meat, and burying
it on Dunghills, that muft be looked upon -asa
‘meer Romance, ftanding fingly upon our Au-
‘thor’s Word and Honour, He has produced no
.one Inftance in Support of his Affertion, nor in-

deed can he. The Suggeftion is well known to ]

‘be untrue, unlefs he means unwholefome Meat;

~which may- be fometimes killed 3 and if buried

in the' Dunghills, it is the fitteft Ufe it can be

- put to: For fure he'would not defire- the Poor

to be twice poifoned 3 firft with Liquor, and

.. One.would have thought our Author would @ b
_“have been contented with exhaufting more than @  which he determines at once to be 10/'a Year

-all- the Spirits | drawn  from Malt, and-other @  Lofs to-a Farmer renting 100/ é:Yéé'r; but
Grain, by -the daily  Labours of his 200,000 & Intri
- wvitiated Gin-drinkers : .But his: Zeal in this Dil- &
pute-has occafioned his adding ‘an" equal Num- &
.ber. of another Clafs, -viz. . thofe who are inthe @
 way - of deftroying themfelves, but who have §

. not yet compleated their Work, .~

He aSmdeedpla.cedthem all ‘within Ten §

" Miles of London, but has not prefcribed any §
~_ceitainDofe for their daily Ufe. However, == §

“king for- granted the. will keep them - to-fhox

Allow:

Allowance ; I may venture to calculate. for hlm
in his ‘own way, that Half a Pint a:Day will
be fufficient for this laft Corps; If that is-to be

the Computation, they muft confume 4562500 -

Gallons for their Share ; but he has not been
pleafed to thow how. they are provided. with'this
Quantity of . Spirits 5 /for the firft Army iof
200,000 he raifed for this Service, -on his Cal-
culation, confume 1125000 Gallons more than

| is diftilled_from all Grain whatfoever, fuppo-

fing the fame yearly 400,000 Quarter ;- which
Surplufs of 3437500 Gallons go a great Way
in anfwering the amount of Spirits diftilled in
a Year, from all other Materials, notwithftand-

B ing he is pleafed to compute ‘the Briti/b Spirits
| yearly diftilled, a greater Quantity, without

'Fqundati'on; tho’ even: that is not f{ufficient
to anfwer the actual Confumption ‘he thus pre-
tends to be made by Dram-Drinkers only,
exclufive of the Confumption for gther Pur-
pofes, which is before particularly ftated. = -

The next Grievance complained of, is indeed ’

pretty extraordinary 5 that a‘prodigious’ Num-
‘ber of Hogs are fatted by Diftillers Wath,

much more in Shropfhire and other Countries,
where great part of the Rent is made, as he
fays,  out of Hogs ;. and that the Farmers in-
ftead of fending them fat, now fend them as

Stofes.— And what is worfe,— the Diftillers -

feed them cheap, and contraé with- the Navy
at a lower Price than the Farmeér can' do,—
_And this is another National Grievance. . This
' fo very abfurd, ‘that one' can hardly tell

‘wheré ‘to begin to expofe it.” He has fupplied

‘the - Kipgdom “ with " 2 prodigious Number

(w1
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of Hoygs indeéd,~if 4 Tenth Part of ‘the Rént
of -all the Lands in England is to be made out
of Hogs Fleth. — He would have béen but
Civil to have told us-whoare to €at'them all -
He juft -before would not allow 200,000 ‘Men
to-eat'any Dinner 3 and now "he is craminin

“all the Teft of the Kingdom - with Pork and

Bacon.— But ‘to examine: this a little more
. As it"i,_‘st;‘élﬁlc')‘w\ed_;_‘thé inirrher‘fells ‘his'H‘og_é to
the Diftillers as Stores, we may reafonably fup:
pofe they are worth 20 s. each, and (when fa-
ted with Grain, and fold at the cheapeft Price

2 they may be fuppofed to fell for in the Coun-

try) that they yield 2/, each, — the Lofs then
is 20 5.-on each Hog_ fatted 5 and -a Farmer,
renting 100 L. a Year, lofing 10 L. he muft fell
‘Ten Hogs for Stores to the Diftiller. .

S Now, as the yearly Value 61‘"_1 all the Lands

in' England may be computed ‘at 20 Millions,

- then — of the whole Stock of Hogs. (not.in-
cluding’ Boars, Sows, Pigs, or whatis em-.

‘ployed for making Brawn, Pickled - Pork,
- Bacon, - or otherwife confumed in Town or

~ ‘Country) there muft be two Millions fent to

London” to be, fatted by the Diftillers i — I

think our -Author might have made fome De-

~ du&ion from hence in favour of the Fews, who
‘are prétty numerous within-the Bills of Morta-
~ lity, and ate"’known toabhor that Diet. — But

to be ferious OnthlSSUbjeﬂk—‘ the Fa& happens
t6 be, that, on the belt Computation, , the
Ainount of Hogs fatted in a Year by the Di-

~“ftillers i, Lordon does. not exceed 50,000

which i§ about a fortieth Parc of the Cal-

culation,  And. éould, they , fat Double the

i
1

, - tiiontedi s ——— C
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Number, - I fhall, undertake to demonfirate’
they would ‘do a' Publick Good, and a Service
to the Landed Interet, -~ = - =
Ivis well known, that, the béft Bacon cannot,
be made by fatting Hogs with any thing bur
Peas and Beans, and that fuch Bacon made by,
g Farmer in the’ Country, will ftand in little
lefs than 5 d. -2 Pound 5 Whereas, the Diftillers.
fating with their Wath, (which is the Liquar,

- leftin the Still after the Spiric extracted) and,
 with the Grains, can afford. it fo cheap, tha,

5 v {o cheap, that,
the Bacon'made of their Hogs is bﬁé%i"fgf}df
at'Market for 34 Halfpenny a Pound, and,
t}?a'l::a._F armer who is a good Husband, will fcll; :
his ‘own Bacon for 5 d. and’ buy the, Diftillers.
Bacon, 'whichis very: fat and fine to-the Eye,.
and fi{ for Laborious Men, tho® not fo firm as.
the other, to fpend in his own F amily "And:
if 'he does not’ fat an equal ‘Quantity -of Hogs;
at home, he. fells his Grain.for ready Moneys,
which' yields him Double the Advantage ag
giving it to. his Hogs would do.——As the;
Farmer therefore is not. prejudiced; hut .r‘a'th’er;
benefited, by the Cheapnefs, I believe none.of.
the Manufa¢turers or "Handicrafts in. London,
will ‘complain of the Cheapnefs. of Provifions;.
any more, than' the Officers’ of the Nayy in:
faving the Publick Money. . = . T
- The next Objection to the Diftillery, is lef,
fening the. Confumption of Hops.—And what;.
is ‘faid to prove this? — Nothing —1I¢ reffs;
upon the fame footing.as his Hogs do—with this;

Difference; . that the Annual Couf umption,of

Hops. is well’ known, to, great Eixattnefs by
every eminent. Dealer in London, and therefore,.
had" there been‘any tfuth in this Affértion,, it
might eafily” have, been demonftrated. It is.
Ceriain, Hops have been' greatly over planited’

. : it
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in England, particularly in" the Weftern Parts,
where of late Years they have made grea,
Plantations, ‘arid aré no longer fupplied from

~ the Eaft and Southern Parts;,and at the fame

time in. Ireland, which ufed to be a.certain
Vent for a great Quantity of that Commodity,

- :

and confequently their Demand from' England .
is fo ‘much leffened. - Thefe Circumftances,

and the Cheapnefs of Hops, by reafon of plen-
tifal Crops, and the Dearnefs of Poles in.
many Places where the Woods were exhaufted,,
and not ‘the' Growth of the Britith Diftillery,
occafioned fome Years fince a Run on the other,
Extream, viz, the deftroying ‘too many, Plan-
tations ; which, being fucceeded by Indifferent

- Crops, raifed the Price of Hops again 5 which

gave People a Humour of making New Planta-.
tions, which. may probably foon. end in the
former Extream. - Tho’ the certain Annual.
Confumption, if Iam. rightly informed, = has
Been, for Three Years laft paft that Diftillery
has been Increafed, Equal- at. leaft, to”any

former time'.on a Medium.

" "Asto’the Luxuryand Extravagance complain-

‘éd of in Farmers and Servants ; -to {peak of it in
General Terms, it is no doubt an Evil every Good,
‘Man would with a Réformationin: Buc I only,
‘confine the Obje@ion to the Poorer Sort who
have not. Ability. ~ We have ‘many wealthy:

 Farmers in England, who have acquired good

Fortunes by théir Labour and Induftry, who

‘Kave a.right to enjoy the Fruits of it equal |
with’ any Man in the Kingdom : for “That is:
the true and effential ‘Chara&eriftic of Li-
~ berty, whichis only known in a Free Country,.
" and which People in that “Station  under: an, |
arbitrary Government, are deprived. of, - B 0

[

they have made confiderable Plantations alfo,.

(4r)

But 4s to the Poorer fort and Servants, it is
with them, as it always was even before Gene-
va was known ; they have generally one piece
of ;Manner’s_inherent in them, to be fond of
imitating ‘the examples :of their Betters 5 and
whilit- Luxury and "Extravagance reigns ; fo-
pow_erfull'y among Landlords and Malfters, they
muﬁ; never- expeét Reformation to b_egin"" by o
their Tenants and Servants — But thefe
Sinsy I think, can hardly be_placed to the ac-.

* count of Britifh Spirits.

~ The next Objection that I find on this fub- .
ject are long quotations of an Anonymous Phy-.
fician, defcribing many cafes in which Spirituous.
Liquors may be pernicious ; to which he has
.tack:’d the fentiments of a famous WaterDo&or
in his Effay on Health, who is {o veryfond of his
own way to long life, as to declare war againft = .
all other Liquors, and who would be as little
a fatvourer'of'_ Beer and Ale or French Wines as
he is of a- Malt Spirit. AR :

- HoweverIcan’tbut think it fomething ftrange
this. Do¢tor’s. Effay fhould be quoted in this |
cafe, when the doctor exprefly declares in his.
preface, that the Robuft, Luxurious and Pot Com-~-
panions -bave o bufinefs with bis Book, but that
it was defigned: for the fickly, the aged, the.
Judious, and the fedentary, &c.

But thisisa point on'which it is needlefs to
make any’ farther obfervations ; and as allb

‘Doctors do not agree, Lhave quoted them One.

of the congrary opinion 3 and Ibelieve I could
X ‘produce

PUSIESE
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~ produce feveral authorities of the like kind, to '
fay 45 many difmal things, and give as longa

Catalogue of djfeafes - incident to the'too fre-
quent ufe of all Liquors whatever, nay of great

patt of our Foods tho at the fame time it can-

ot ‘bé ‘fuppofed, -any man, in his -fenfes will

iaginé thefe Learned Gentlemen meant. utter- -
1y to' condemn the nature of fpiritucus liquors of

a'wholefome compofition; but rather the Excef
five ufe,” or what relites to Particular conftitu-
tiotis, ‘which T know no one that will attempt to,

* defend.

. “‘T'wondef,’ fince’ according to. our author’s
doétrine - there have been fo many martyrs..to

Geneva, that noné of them have yet found the
way to ‘Surgeon’s Hall. The Gentlemen and
Tadies there appropriated to the publick fer-
vice, may be reafonably fuppofed to have been
drawn. off from among the 200,000 Gin Drin-

kers of the Firft ' Clafs—— Surely fome fymp-
toms would-appear of their vitiated Stomachs
and long diet on fire——— But.I have not yet

heard of any Difcovery of that kind, or any -

Authority of real Experiments tofortify all the
Conjeétures of terrible effects attending thofe
who drink any Spirituous Liquors.

J ; o ‘ . o ‘; B . :
© . * Having thus examined the pretended Fadls

advanced - by this *Author in. fupport of his

" Scheme to deftroy the Britifb Diftillery, in. #

‘which I hope every impartial “reader will think
T have made good one part of my propofition
in Dete&ing them, Ifhall in the next place pro-

. R - -

~¢éed ‘to examine the - folemn ™ application he |
makes to the Legiflature, with the invocatiol

- of
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of Lives, Liberties, Fortunes, Pofterity,.
Reafon, Interéft and Religion " to deftroy thefe
Hofles humani Generis, the Briti/b Diftillery. As.

to impotence and barrennefs being one of .the.

confequences of drinking Spirituous Liquors,,
which he calls the-greatelt enemy to fertilicy, I
think this Objeétion-hardly agrees with what he,
before mentioned of Mothers and Nurfes ufing,

to drink {pirituous liquors; and I believe Aif the,
 Article of Baftards, in the.account of the

feveral parifhes wichin the Bills of Mortality,
were to be examined, they will not be found to
have Decreafed on the Increafe of the Diftillerys

“and I'believe every one willallow the Common

People,  who may be: fuppofed ‘to: be the Gin

‘Drinkers, -have an -equal {hare with their Bet-

ters in that way of life. .~ - . -

~As to the fuggg{{’cio& of: the Deékea?fch of thc
bulk of the people in the Bills of of. Mortality,
which is pofitively afferted as a Fact tho’ 0o

ways proved ; 1 have confulted the only Publick
Authority I know for that purpofe; I'nican the

Works of~that Liearned -and Venerable Society

the Parifh Clerks, who have not, as.1 can find,
thought fit in the compafs of the laft year to
kill above 69 of exceflive drinking 5 butwhe-

‘ther of Spirits, Beer or any. other liquor.does -

not ‘appeb.‘r «in thofe accounts: And by this,
taking thefe. gentlemen never to err in. thelr
judgments, is made appear the decreafe of ;the

. bulk of the people pretended by our author :

For | do not know he has referred ta any other

proof. of his general affertion, and stherefore {

- muft take this for the only one, -




“decreafe every year

‘1(4{)

"He does indeed make an obfervation, that

" more Children dye under three years old fince

the'ufe of Spirituous Liquors than before——

. And therefore thofe liquors muft be the Caufe.

He might with equal certainty have faid,

" thatfuch Increafe of Deaths happen’d fince the
" ufé of Narrow Brim’d Hats, which therefore
~was the Caufe. e o

‘He likewife" obferves, in -augmentation' of

the increafe of “burials within the bills of ‘mor-.

tality; that neither Quakers or Papifts are in-

cluded, which would {well the parifh accounts;
but, with’ fubmiffion to this very - ingenious
Politician, ‘Arenot the births and chriftenings
of quakers or papifts omitted’ where their. bu-
rials are omitted:? Or will he infift that they
are alfo enervated with Spirits, {0 as to have
frequent Deaths but no Increafe of Children:

- if fo, we may’be truly {aid to be out of all
: Dan,ger_~from'}?opery: NP

Thefe ingenious remarks he winds up withan

Affertion, thatif fome ftop is not put to what

he defcribes as perricious practices (meaning the

Briti/b Diftillery) the Bills of Mortality will
: Whether he means
Tricreafe ‘or Decreafe, who cantell 2 If the lat-
ter 5 as it ftands it is-fo unintelligible that Iam
at a lofs how to anfwer it. S

The next affertion in my way is, his relating g

what aii’ Eminent Phyfician without a name told
him of the epidemical ficknefs .in 1733, when
the Medicines preferibed had little cffect on thofe

"~ who

. What Hofpitals did they dye in?

| - C45) A
who drank Gin.——-To which he adds an Ob~
fervation of his own, -that feveral of thefe peo-:
ple, under  this Epidemical ficknefs, dyed-in.

~ the hofpitals, - and ‘were found to have their

Livers fpoiled and burnt up with Inflammatory:
Spirits —= “This is fo-darkly related that .

* oné muftimagine it was purpofely done to avoid

Confutation. - What were thefe” Perfons ?—
_ S Where
. is the publick Actteftation of the Phyficians or
Surgeons -attending them, which would have
been more material to-his purpofe than ail his.
wretched Calculations;- and worfe Reafoning on

" this Subjeét ? =———~“But to judge of this ftory

ashe'relates it, ftript.of his own monfirous con~
clufions—-The people dyed of theepidemical
ditemper he talks of, and tho’ they might
fométimes drink Gin, it would not cure
them. = RTINS .

. The next Affertion feems to be equally
founded’on truthand reafon; -He fays, our
Sailors in the #eft-Iudies dye in greai Numbeérs ~
. by drinking Spirits, but of -what forc-he does -
not. mention = that in Barbadoes, Antegua’
and” Famaica,  when they cannot get Madera
wine, they “are forced drink on Rum:Punch, .
of which they dye very faft : And that this was -
one occafion of ‘the laft Years' great Mortality
inFamaica. - Co

- This is like the reft, deftitute of Proof ;-
nay, Experience. falfifies fome partof it for

all people, who know any. thing of that cli- .
mate, allow that in Punch it is not the Rum’
which is the Pernicious ingredient, but the Acid, '
N ' S the
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the Lime, ‘that’ creates the Diforders ¢ omman

to that Hot climate——As to the Caufe of any

extraordinary Mortality laft Year in Famaica, |

I muft own he has travelled fo far for Evidence,

fact I'am an utter ftranger to.

~ that I am not prepared to give an anfwer to'a

liking Rum as an intoxicating liquor 5 that
feems alfo to be to as little purpofe as the reft;
but it may be fuppofed they would as little de-
fire Wine or any other intoxicating Liquor to

per-enough for a Barbarous uncultivated people,
to whom both Arts ‘and Sciences ‘are wholly
unknown.. AR o (F

1 could produce him an Authority of adiffe |

rent nature 3 the truth of which may be eafily
manifefted ; 1 mean the ufage of Spirituous Li-
quors amongft the Dusch in much greater quan-
tities than ever was known in England 5 both

-Old and Young conftantly habituating them- §

felves to it, yet we have never heard of any
inconveniencies - happening to this -induftrious

. opulent people by the ‘ufe of this Commodity:
~ 1f that was the cafe, the Good ‘Policy of their §

‘Government, - and the known due execution 0
‘the Laws is fuch that they-would hardly for fo

_ ,man_,‘-and«Phyﬁ'ck 2 Duschmatt. -

The §

As to the Author‘ity.of the Mohawks ﬁot |

1

'
H
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. The next thing our author urges is with a

| Jiccle more thew of reafon when he fpeaks againft
Drunkennefs and Immiorality, which every one:
would with to fee a Reformation in ' but, as'

thofe Arguments. are not: more particularly ap-

plicable to the Manufaéure of Britifb Spirits, -

than any other Liquor, it needs No anfwer in
this place.~. ST N

But as to his Conclufion of the whale, with"

| what he calls the Short Queftion——

ther the D,,i(’cillingf ~of fSpi{hrituous\Liquors,. big:
, e NI 0 B with fo many Mifchiefs, ould be allowed at

be brought amongft them, which may, be pro: All-_—”—-‘i——-‘ltywill" be neceffary, :in - the conclu-

| fion of thefe Remarks, to give that Queftion a: .

' full and particular Confideration. I believe:

from what Obfervations have .been made, that:

the great Importance of the Britift Difltillery:

! to.the Nation in general 'is fufficiently mani--

| feft; tho’ at the fame time its pernicious Na--

wre, and the Infinite Mifchiefs arifing from it,

| have not been any wife made appear in_any o-

ther manner than may be objected to Liquars

of all kinds which, #f takéen. to’excefs, become

hurgful,

1 fhall therefore confider how far this Manu- . -
faure may be particularly Ufeful, and really -

a Relief to the common people in many Cafes;

x S L and how far the extraordinary ufe of it ma

many vears have been fo fond of this Liquor. §. anc how far e =5 nary ulc ol 1t may.
1 kn)(;Wy ot what our anthor caf object t s)q,_this be hurtful ‘and proper to be prevented, without
“inftance, “unlefs he fhould take it in his head to § '
fay, Spirituous Liquors arePoifon toan Englifh- §

- Deftroying the Manufacture in general:

We ovug’ht‘ to Zcio’nﬁd_cvr héw many, Thoufands

| of the. common: people are expoled to. great,
C ; ' Hardfhips

whex .
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Hardthips and the Inclemency of the Weather,
whio labour day and night rather. like: Horfes
than Men ; fomeupon the Land, fome upon
the . Water; fome Artificers. continually ag
. Great Fires; and. in thefe Extremes. of hear:
‘and cold it muft be allowed, that the Ordinary
Nutriment alone, swhich .is in their power to
procure,. will.not be fufficient to. enliven them,
and keép the Animal Spirits in-due motion
without the affiftance of Spirituous Liquors ;
- which in'thofe ‘circumftances: ftrongly: have the
-Beneficial - Effe¢ts afcribed to-them by Dodor
Quincy in.the quotation before made. - :

- The Common Tippling; Houfes, where-Spi--
. rits are fold to:loofe and diforderly. perfons,
who may make thofe Places ‘their. Rendezvous,
and ‘being heated with- exceffive drinking com-
mit great Imamoralities and -other degrées- of:
wickednefs, .are no doubt fuch an‘Abufe as:
wants a regulation. -I putthem therefore upon
the fame footing. . with - Diforderly Alehoufes,:
which are. provided-with .all 'the Inticements.
for idle people to habituate themfelves to Drun-
kennefs, as Shuffle-Boards, Nine-pins, Fives,:
and other Gaming, which unites loofe people.
in Gangs, and.often occafions their contriving

- Robberies or. Murders to fupport- thé:éktraor-

dinary. expences of thofe places, farlckceeding i

thofe where Spirits are retailed 3 wheré Arti-:
ficers learn by. thofe Recreations: to ‘fpend both:
Time and Money, leave their Families in the:
mean time ftarving or to. thé.care of the Parifhy:
Apprentices learn to wafte their Maﬁer’s Tiq'{e,‘
and from thence are taught by degrees to rob
them, to defray the expence ofit; and where-.
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in fhort Cheating, Swearing, Lying, Ga-

ming, - Drunkennefs and all other Immoralities.
are at the higheft pitch; and from thefe nur-
feries the whole mafs of people may- eafily be
fefted.
- But what is the Proper and Reafonable means-
of remedying thefe Diforders ?—— Does it fol-
‘low that both Dittilling and Brewing are to

be prohibited? Or is it not a more reafonable

method to enaét fome Laws for their Better
‘Regulation ?/as for Inftance. AR

That from and after the ~  dayof*
no diftiller or other perfon whatfoever except

| Innkeepers, Victuallers and perfons keeping
8l publick Coffee-houfes to be- licenfed for that

gurpof_eﬁby, the Juftices in open Seffions fhall

ell any: ‘Spirituous L.iquors of any- kind or na~ .
‘ture {oever to be drank in his her'or their Shop

Wirchoufe,” Shed; or other Place pofiefied by
him her or them. - And that all-and every per-

fon or- perfons offending therein and beipg there~
of conviéted on eath of two-credible witnefles .
~ in a-fummary way before any of His Majetty’s

Juftices of ‘the Peace fhall for every fuch of= .
fence: be liable to fuch penalties as the Parlig-
ment in their great wifdom fhall think fir. * By -
which means the real Abufes would.be remedied,
and the National Intereft in this Manufacture of *
-~ the Bririfb Diftillery Preferved, - and the Reafo-
- nable -ufe of that commodity fo induftrious la-

serious people left open. |

- H © ene
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Onc thmg mwht mdeed be alfo neceﬁ'a.ry, xf

fuch a plan were to- take lace 5 that a better.
Regulatxon fhould be. | rm e in the. mferxor Of-‘

ficérs-‘concerned to put the Laws in execution,
So that their Interefts or, Advantage might not
lie in Authonzmg or. Conniving at chkedneis

- or’ Debauehery Were Laws ofth1s kind to be

made and’ Eﬁe&ually put in execution, I, bes
lieve every impartial Man will allow the cry-

*ing evils of all kinds would be. remedied, and.
as’ thorough a reformation made as can' be. ex-

re@ed among Mankind, and as is conﬁﬁent w1th

- Wealth, Trade and Rxches.

“But “even Tlns would not anfwer the ends
fecretly propofed by fome pCOple ;. it would

not- Dcﬁroy the . D;ﬁxllery and Increa,fe the:'
Brewery 1a 1ts {‘tead Therefore the - Whole '
“Secret ‘muft conie’ out, and accordmg to: the .

Queftion propofed by.our Author, the. Ditil-

ling ‘muft not be. allowed: at all.  Now. for: .
Argumcnt fake, were that the Cafe, let us:
eonhder the. Confequenccs. ;

Fremb andies, ot 1ather a Cyder fpmt fo.
called, Dutch Spirits, drawn from. our own. Malg,.
would’ be pouréd i apon us, “and be confumed.
in'the place of .our own Spu'n:s, 'rob the Landed ,
Intereft, and fend: out fo  much Specie- out of .
the. Kingdom,  the Produé; of the Labour and..

-Induﬁry,of othet Manufa&ures. .

(5“) .

R A R B . v~

ths SUPPOﬁtlon, wf’

That’ Forexcn Brand:es and Spmts are fﬂf)z—
}e& oA Hwh Duty' thiat’ they’ could nop be
qﬁorded ata pnce to be'puitchafed by ’tHe f'
nion. peéple ’l o whxch I‘}aanér, R

I ."ﬁ.‘l?.
That before the Dutlés wei‘e lald bn: Freﬂcb

‘ Brandy, it was ufually tetailed /in England:at .

5d. 4 qua{'cem, at wlich: prlce, a]thoucrh a2
bour Was not fo dear by fiear' one’ Thu'd as-at
prefet, ‘yet it was" ufually " purchafed: by thé
conihion’ people ; and 45 the Dities are at preb
fent, it may be very well: afforded b(y retail at
3 d. a quarfern. - Béfidés is'it tiot reafonable -to.
fuppofe,’ if'the Price fhould be found tovheavyt
for the ‘Commion people;thit the Proof watld
be lowered - by -Mixtutes ~ with: Wartety
Cyder, ‘ot the'like, afid: thereby at once, Betted
fitted: bothi - to the: Palat ’and Pocket of the
purc:ha.ferp ' e R

S A

And in 'f'uch cafe, \'fmght we not expe& that
moft Périiicious Infamous practice of Smugling
to be opened again -to" its full extent, Whi(zh
Penal Laws yet never could effe@tually remedy s
although' the - makmg a Commodity little' in=

ferior: from our own- Gram arid . Molaffes his~

gone a- great way to the Deﬁru&xon of that.‘ '

moﬂ: Enormous che. S

The evils of Smuglmb‘ are very great, they
'aneed aﬁ“e& the Landed Intereft, and- every
: H 2 | . thing

“."'r~
IR

Tam aware of an Objefhon to bc made ‘ta

.m_'

Tt L
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_thing elfe that is dear and valuable to a- Cis
rvi‘lj'z‘cd_Nationv. Lo T

Let any Man bt go into the “Counties of

Ként and Siffex, Norfolk or Suffolk, orany other

county  : conveniently fituate ' for Smugling.
There- he will find all the Young, Stout,. Able

~ bodied Meén, who. fhould by their Labour and ~ §
- Induftry be Ufefal to the commonwealth, lead-

ing 4an {dle, ‘Vagabond, Diffolute life 3. acqui-

~ ring.in a‘Night the price of a mionths labour;
by "defrauding, the . Publick and. injuring - the
* Fair Trader; which he immediately. riotouf=

1y confumes in all ‘Wantonnefs and Debauchery,

and. being - continually heated with. the Liquors

he deals in, and terrified with the punifhiment

the-Jaws infli& on Conviction, becomes defpe-
‘rate, values not his; Own life and: is; therefore

eafily - mafter of -another Man’s, goes. about
the: country like the Banditti s inures himfelf to
Cruelty and fometimes wafhes  his hands

8 the. blood of Innocent men, acting in'.dif~

charge of their truft. In the mean time the

“Farmer wants hands fufficient to cultivate the

Land; and all Labour, by thar means becomes

i

~excéeding Dear, - Hands: are even wanted to

get-in the Harveft. . The Supply from Treland

and . Wales, which annually. {warm to., the adja-

- e

cent ‘countries, are, not, fufficient, fo that g

-QF. 4 5. 'per “day isfomeumes Paldfor La- §
“"And what-does all g

bour (in Harveft, time; :

.. this end in ? Why- meé]:im‘g:_g,;k;I.;-«,I@'qging,;
fometimes run-

fometimes "T'ranfportation, )
ning away for fear of one or the other, fome-

| _ umesaGeal for._thgfil?l_ltj{;}’ or .if all thofe

fail,

ol

| fail, .-ihc Cargo being loft, he is laid in Goal for |

-‘ (s3)

| Debts contracted: in the Unlawful - Employ-

4
i

‘ment 3, but in: either cafe 2 Wifé and  miferable--

“family of Young Children are often left ‘as a

charge and. Burthen on the Parifh, tobe main- |
tined by the. Labour and Indufiry; of honeft
men; which cafe: happens fo often,  that,, in

fome of the Counties I have named ;'the Poor’s
rate_has amounted to 55 or 6. in the pound.

"“This Loofe to iniquity, the very Temptas
tion to commit it, is prevented and taken away
by .the Confumption of Briti/b Spirits. By fuch

then,. become Ufeful members of the common-

from the Manufacture.of Britith, Spirits..

| If toavoid  thefe evils, all Foreign Brandys
and Spirits , were prohibited. alfo, 1 fhall not. -
confider how - that,would fuit our Intereft with
refpect to Neighbouring States, whichisa point

beyond my province 3 but fhall only-obferve

| from all paft experience that the greater the Re-
| firaint, the greater. the Temptation. to break thro'

‘it: And, to make the Scheme compleat,,we muft

alfo.prohibit Arrack,. for:the Confumption: of

the Better fort, and Rum for the Reft, The
| One the Importation -of that, great Trading

Body, the India Company, and the Other the
Product of our Colonies,without which Reftraint
.Dr‘u_.nkennefg Avggulc\l Atill have footing among us.

But if They are to be mterdx&ed alfo, théﬁ‘

‘Brewery would hardly raife it -felf. The

Common’

means. thefe people, who otherwife are a Bur--

wealth. . A National Advantage vifiblyaccruing

N s et I T T T Ty e e e
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Commion | péople fuft’ drink Witer, whig

~would:bring one hational advantage, it woulg
‘mend theid ‘tompléexionsy” “And’ a5 for' the'lof
‘of the Revénte “appropiiated to thé Support of
the Créditors of ‘the: Publick, That no douby
would be rifddé ‘good by thefe’ Projetors 3-they
- wwould propofean Additional Disty ot Beer'aid
:Ale; ‘Sinall'anid Strong's “atid witat That thould
falb{hoit" of raifing, might ‘be 14id "on -Bread

- :

feft for out ‘cdnimon people: <

‘and Water, . the Prifon Diet'and Only Suppor §

TENREEES it

under ‘confidération, ' o1 anfiwering Hilm i f
ity particulars, from any' “Weight I appre

- hended ‘eitheér in his Cal¢ulations or Reafonings, |

or from thé-confideration“of his- Ability; but

~ purely for the fake of the great Importance of
~ the thing in queftion : and thit chofe; Whd fre
ot willing to take fo mi¢h:pains”in-at inquify §
 of this ndtdré“as may- Be neceflary, - may ner,
under the: Specious pretekt of preventing'Drun: |
kennefs and ‘Immorality, 'be’ brought iito'd |

Scheme ‘caleuldted to deitroy One of the mioft

Valuable Mantifactures'in the Kingdom ;- which |

¥ hope one day' to fee catry’d on” tb. univerfal
Satistaétion, By taking’ _,gff‘ all the’ Difcotrage:
ments dttending ‘it, 4s” well - ds -rétrenching’ all
the ill ‘Ufés" made of ‘it by ‘an ‘unlimited “Li-
S R S
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I thall conclude the wholé with a°rémark of §

‘gn Eminentand Judicious Author.

s

ss)
~ f" If it be a reafon tolay by any thing as Bad,

| ¢ becaufe it is, or may be ufed to an ill purpofe
f « I know nnt what will be Innocent enough to
b« be kept. Arms which were made for our

« Defence, are fometimes made ufe of to do
« Mifchief 5 and yet they are not thought of
« dangerous confequence for - all that. No
« body lays by hisSword and Piftols, or thinks
« them of fuch Dangerous confequence as to

“ beneglected, or thrownaway, becaufe Rob--

« bers, and the worft of men, fometimes make

« ufe of- ,l:hém’," to- take away honeft men’s
“ Livesor Goods. And the reafonis, becaufe

« they were defigned -and will ferve to Preferve
« thcm-" i ) . . )
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