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CAUSES
PRESENT HIGH PRICE
'BREAD.

ADDRESSED TO THE

PLAIN SENSE OF THE PEOPLE. .

Mew, T tell you', friends, moft charitable care
~ Have the patricians of you.

Cit. Care for us! What, fuffer us to penfh with thelr ﬁore-houfe‘*

cramm’d with grain!—
MEzw, Either you muft
- Confefs yourfelves wondrous malxclous, T T
Or be accusd of folly. ‘ .. Corroranys. -
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I—IERE is ns man  who h4> the Welfarc of his
_country at heart; ~and who has 1eﬂeé‘£ed upon

the diftreffes which the hngh,~-pnce of provifions

" inuft occafion among a numerous clafs of the peo-

‘ple, 'who does ror feel moft- ﬁncerély anxious to

‘alleviate their. misfortines during the prefent year,

and to ﬁnd‘, if poffible, the means of averting fo

,.gr'ea’t a tcalamity for the furure,

4

"The firft {’(ep towzuds attamma fo def'rable ati

- och&, is to tiace, as accurately as:we -are able,

the caufes from whenc‘:c - this- calamity {prings.

The PI‘CJUdlCe of  one man, and the fuperfi-
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cial inquiry of angther, lead them to afcribe it
to fome one operative principle; which, to-

gether with 'a variety of other circumftances,

~have combmed to produce the effect. —Some

poﬁtxvely deny that there+ 1s.any real dcﬁcxcncy, and
crroneouﬂy, and pethaps \Vlckcdly, impute the
hxgh,pnce folely to combination and monopoly.
Error (for fome, at lealt, we fuppofe to be only

miftaken) never appeared in a more dangerous

light than in the propagatton of this opinion. If

it is perﬁf’ced in, and alted upon, inftead of add-

ing to our fupphes, it wxll in its confcquences,

deﬁroy thofe already in our poﬁ'cﬁion it will ag~

crw.va.te thé evil it affefs to cure, and wdl con-

Vvert fcarczty into xcal famine.

B '?j.; E

That there was a deﬁcxency in. the wheat crop

of laft year (howevcl conﬁdently denied at’ the

time) is now: no. longer matter - of oplmon. The

importation of near 1; ,100;,000. quﬂrtcrs (plobably‘
full one fixth of the confumpuon), the {paring
ufe of the alticle dmmg the year, “and ‘the finall
ftock on hand at the pulod of the late harve{’c
render that fadt mdxfpuz“ble. :

Y

The
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The reafoning contained. in  thefe - Obferva:
tions will, in part, apply to provxﬁons in general,
th_}oggh‘; the —pa;tlcular; remarks will relate to
wheaten bread ; that ‘being the article mofi eflen-

tial .to_ the food of the people, and govermn

ina great degree, the price-of othcr commodmes :

and. I think I can ﬁate thortly, - enough 10, con-
vince any fair and cand1d ‘man, that fome increafe

in the average price. of thxs article, beyond tbat of

former times, is to be accounted for by ;he ufual

quanuty produond not bemg equal to the general

~demdnd ;. and that the prefent high price is to be

traced elther to the dcﬁcaency in the plefent crop,

ot

or to the old crop being C}d]au(’ced beforctil)e pre-
fent, hatveﬁ could be brought inte ufes. thobugh I
am very far from contending that - collateral cir=
cum(’cances, which I fhall notice, have. not con-
tubutcd il fuxthcr 9, advance the. prxce, S

The lmportatxon and exportauon accounts of

‘ithe Cu[’tom houfe clearly demonﬁlate th'!.t the

annual average produce of wheat, in thls country |

. 1s not\ fuﬁ‘icxent for the ordmaxy annual dcmand

whether this demand whnch has bcen latcly very
npldly mcxeaﬁng, is occaﬁoncd by mcreafed popu-
B2 o ' latxona
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Iatxon ,orbya 11101 ¢ general afé of thisarticle: among

Aliffes of perfons who formérly confiimed it fpar-

ingly, or whether, as is moﬁ: probably the! cafe,»

from both thefe caufes unlted, is- not materlal to'

the’ prefent point:; ;—ihe démand havmg been al-

moft “progr eﬁive]y-mcreaf’ng-‘ m-a'gxeater propor-
tion than the produce, ‘1s fuﬁiment to dccount for
a Thigh pnce “the amount”to ‘which ‘that pnce,

in any oné yeax, ‘may arlfe, as far as’ thiis “éaufe

opexates will- depend’ upén  the degree in whlch' ,

the ‘general deﬁcxency is- fupphed by forexorn ims

in the fame period, an dn-average, 651 oool pet.
annum.—-—Soon after the yedr 1965 We began to
lofe’ our- expormuon rrade 37 -and “fiom 1771 ia
1791 5 the zmporl 'of whiedt éxceeded the erort bv
793 917 quirters vf , andithie fun- 'paid’ foti - grain
imported during ithis: penod wak 5,901 969l ot

at'the rate: of - 295,000%: per:alinumi ~=Fromichi

beginningof the year 1791 to: the  1othiof O@skier

1 the' prefent year, 2, peétiod’ of lefs than half
the time, the import of ‘wheat, has exceeded the

export by 3,894 594. quarters I

'p01tatlon, ‘and upon: the” deglee ‘tor Wmch thc + Vidé Cuftom-houfe Accounts.
confumption of the article is diminithed. - D e < Exportedsi: || 2vroial
F: B e S TuT ; ST S e D Imported ”Br “Q‘ : ,F.‘."ew“ BXport.
TR , o H,. o T _ o 1791 ;39,798 T 31,6082 “’15,2657 ‘48,2741
! It-appears from Smith’s Corn Tables *; that, 179241 205201120224, 190141 20,7911812.50,082] 1
PP 5% that . 1793 429,3504 12,2392 32,026|1 44:865:3
fion: the:- year 16¢7.to" 1765, the “whole quanttty 179408 324363712 24,040(4] 91,032(0 118527244
_ 1795 | 287593038 — || . b77i0ll  O77)0
of wheat exporzed exceeded the quantlty zmpoﬁed . i 176 Jfn820,38 T4 9216 5843|6770
- 1797 || 456,903511  75921|7|| 15,153)7| 23,075/6
by 14,048>994 quarters ;" and that duibg the" laft 1798 || 395,40718)) 1777 5l0|| 215363(01 -22,138]0)
. L1799 _445045‘10,1‘096 6,8 16,950}
nineteen years ( of that peuod from the year 1746 Three Quarters, * gyl '§ * London; gbo7u:ff Sosel
. ending the roth} :817,8‘59,7 , - et :
to 1767, the quamlty exported exceeded the quan— v O&O'Jef 1800 ) 533,019
tlty zmported by 6 6+9,609 quarters'" or, on an ' 4,428513" (T
, D du&,
average, by about 3:;0,000 quartens, amountmg, e eXPorted 5839194 ‘
at 32s per quanter, to about 560,oool per ?,’3%_’5_94:‘:

§ In the above account the exports cannot be rendered to |
alater timey for the. year 1800, than: the : gih July, -from - the
| out-ports, up-to whlch time none had been exported.

'qnnum : and the whole 1m 01t of giain produced

Y% - n W ha_tever,,
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‘Whatever, therefore, may. ha,ve been. the, ex~
tcnﬁon of our corn land during the, above penod
It has not, kcpt pace, with. the increafing: demand
fox wheat- and. when it ds. feen that we zue, de-
pcndant upon the furplus produce. of othpg pauons
to {upply fo greag a.deficiency, it. is not too;: much
10 pxefumc, that that deficiency in unfavomable
. years will not be readily fupplied by unpo,r_tgt,xon 3

and that a: {carcity, in a gxeatgr or- lefs degree,

muft be the confcquence, R P ISR RE S TN I

1

Hitherto I am fpeakmg of the ordmary de~

ﬁc1cncy arlﬁng from the ordmary produce ; to
~ which, this year, as well as-the laft, 1s- added
- the mlsfortune of a p\'oduce below the average,
‘in what premfe dcgrec T will’ not take: upon my-
felf to - affirm, ‘On fuch ES pomt, an, opinion
founded uponx the e*cpeuencc; Lof any:.one man
is qmte mconcluﬁve it is upon: col]e&xvc opis
‘pion only, and upon: very geneml inquiry, ! that
a fair judgment: of the a&ual deﬁcxency ‘can - be
formed. Such -an inquiry has been- very: dzhoi
gengly profecuted .and, by thofe returns which
-1 baye {een;. it .appears: that the crop, has. been:
moﬁ um.fually uneven 5 lhat there is a gre&t pro«?

ducc

duce in fome diltri&ts, and a confiderable failars
in others j~~and 'th‘is"ciréumﬁance‘accounts for the

oreat dlﬁ'erence of opxmons among pex‘fons who

- fpeak of the whole; from the’ partial information

of their own‘ ne‘lghboux hood. * ‘But, from compar=

* ing ‘the different- accounts which ‘it is ¢ poffible

for -an''individual’ tQ/ ”pr‘(')c:myre-,' there {eems' fuf-
ficient reafon to conclude, that ¢ t’hc*cfép"of.

¢ wheat throughout the kmgdom is thort of the

“ average produce.

1f we fairly confider the fubje&, canwe wonder
that this (hould be the nature of the information
which has. been obtained? The weather,’ in the
months of June and July, was fo remaxkably fine,
that every body 1mmedxately cried out- that the
harveft muft be abundant. .People: forgot that

the feed-tine, the moft important. feafon for the

farmer, had been partxcularly unfavourable ; -and

that it had produced in many places an evil which

no {ubfequent.fine weather could remedy; that of

preventing him from fowing the fame quantity of

1and: which he would lave done in a more favour-

“able feafon. Tt audft'alfo betobferved, that though

the -fine “weather ‘enabled fome of the farmers in
e, :
e the

~
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ifiﬁﬁfémﬁcm parts-of. the country 'to get in theif
harveﬁ’ mu‘ch’ e'u*lier than ufual, in.the northert
Aparts the wheat was too, ‘backwardto: _permit the
farmer to. taL.e 'tdva.nmge of the fame:feafon 'fvand
even in many parts of the country. where the har-
veft Was the*-e'arlieﬁ. it - has been: found that the-

very.warin weather. fetting in {o foon in the -yeat,

had, the’ effet: of - rtpemng the corn before it had
5 that: mttclt. of...;c.does '

reached “its full growth
not yield well in th-reﬂ]ihgr;f‘and that the farmer,

with his early and well-houfed harvef’c,"k has o‘rrlj? "

réaped 2 diminithed cropi

At the. grefent mom eqt; howéver; ot'her"ciretihﬂ;

ftarices cdnmenr to contrtbute to' the. hlgh price of

wheat;” and may natural ly- have raifed " it- much

higher, for a time, than thé frate “of the crop

“alone would juftify. . Thisis unfortunately a fecond *

vear of fearcity; -the old ftock - was nearly. ex-

haufted at theiperiod" of the harveft of the prefent

year.. . Daring the laft* fix or feven weeks, there-
fore, the dpuble demand both for confumption
and for feed corn, has been'to be {upplied out of

the new harveft: the: quantity: of -feed- corny in

general, is eftimated at not. lefs than fix or feven

'

wecks
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been as favourable as that of the laft was unpto-
pmous, a c1rcurn{’tan<.e m itfelf very fausfaé’tory,
but Wthh has neceﬁ’anly produced a more than
ufual demand for feed ; the hlgh price at the fame
time has naturally mduced the farmet to fow a
gteater quantrty of wheat, and the farluxe of the
turnip’ crops m fome patts, has left more land
than ufual in'a {tate to recexve 1t, whlle the cir-
cumﬁance of the feafon, and the pecuhar ﬁnenefé
of the weather, have grven fo 'much employment
out of doors, as to mtet fere, in fome dedree, wnh
thre(hmg the’ greate{’c poﬁ’lble quanttty of ' corn.
'Ihe{'e circumftances are iufﬁment o aecount for
the excefﬁve dearnefs of the ptefent moment,
even on’ “the fuppohtton of the harvef’c havmg
been abundant- and they afford us rea(onable
ground to expe& that the prefent very hlgh prtce
‘wﬂl not be of long duratton, and partlcularly if we
take f'uch meafures as are within our reach to pro-

i

,vrdc for the wants of the latter p_art of‘ the year,

The fame conﬁderatxons are fuﬁﬁcrent to ace

count for the high price of provxﬁons, without

‘ lmputmg it to the trlcks and praéttces of monopo-«

c T lifts,

[

weeks confumption, - Th‘e feed-time this year haé‘

. . e ;. it A
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lr(’ts. ~ Such perfons do not fiart up in a day; and

k)

what were they domg in the years 1797 and 1798,

: and the ﬁrﬁ part of 17995 when wheat was at about
fifty [hr hngs per quarter c Too mnch fanéhon has-
been- grven 1o the clamour tarfed awamﬂ thetn and
therr mﬂuence 1n enhancmg the prtce of the mar=
kets has been' ‘moft dangerouﬂy exaggerated
,By a monopohft whether he comes under the
]egal deﬁmtton of engroﬂ'er, foreﬁaller, 4 or res
gra:v“'r, :

caprtal in_ the purchafe of an. arttclc for the

pur pofe of fellmg it- agam at an exorhrtant prrce,
whrch he contrwes artrﬁually to ratfe, and whrch

bears no _]Uﬁ relatron 10 the plenty or fcarcuy '

of fuch arttcle.v To fay that fuch men do not
exxf’r mrght notr he fo dangerous, but would be
-as ahfurd as to Joxn the cry we have Iately heard-—-
that they dwell in every {’treet, and mfef‘t every
. market. In the trade of corn, the dealers are too

numerous to allow the fchemes of fuch men to be

fuccefsful' if they attempt. them, nine times out

“of ten they muft be ]ofers by the compeutron of

,r

the fair. trader, -

I ‘mean “a perfon who employs hts N

)

Does any man fuppofe that mo{’t of the ]udges

did not fet out upon’ therr late crrcurt wuh fuf-
ficient abhorrence of thxs crlme, and wrth qulte

fuﬁictent dtfpoﬁtlon to pum(h it wherever it Was
deteé‘ted?’ It was the fubyeé’c of frequent charges
to grand eres, porntmg i out as the crtme Arri;_ﬁ'(’c
common, and therefore mo{’t pecuharly callmg
for their attentton 3 and county fubfcrlptrons were
entcred mto for the profecutton of the fuppofed
nurnerous oﬁ'enders. How many convré’tlonh dld
thefe meafures produce? I know only of two of

any confequence and yet I thlnk no man who has

| ﬂ:udted the common law upon the fubJe& will_ be

or oprmon that the legal defcrrptron of thrs oﬂ"ence

__rs conﬁned w1thm too narrow hmlts, or that the ’

_iaw does not aﬁ'ord a fuﬂicrent fac1hty'of detec‘
IIOD‘. One of thefe convxéttons related to the.
\refale of oats, and came w1thtn the legal deﬁmtron

Aof regmtmg Wlthout entertng mto the ments of

cafes of regratmg anct fore{’talhng alfo, may eaﬁly

, be put (though it i not faid that they arg ,hkely
Aﬁrequently to happen) where they are even bene-
| ﬁcral to the commumty where no artrﬁcral or

exorbxtant price is raifed, and wheref. therefore,

I

cz2 ~ that




that fraudulent.intent is, wantmg, which is. the ef-

4the real monopollfl and partxcularly to the per-
fon who is: w1cked enough to. create an exorbitant

HE

: ;henﬁble, thc r ,ore deﬁrous we (hould be te.proye
lthat fudh chatyaé’ters cannot, be common,: \the more
- anxious we (hould be that Jul’c men;. aé’:mg n the
falr' h‘ne fof thexr buﬁnefs, (hould not. be confound-
.cd thh them, ’
It 1s certamly not mtended to ca{’c the ﬂlghte&
reﬂeé’uon upon the conduét of thofe who -.fo

for the natlon, admmlﬁer the laws of tlus country.

To fay of any one of them, that in the d1l’me

dlﬁntere{led mOthCb, would only be unﬁt be-
caufe it mlght “by poﬂibxhty, be fuppofed to un-
ply that’ r.hxs defduptxon (lld not equally, or. ac
lea{’c fo emmently, apply \;o all but the be(’c men
may have prejudxces, and preJudlce 1s hkely to
of
reafon, when 1t 1s aﬁiﬁed by the mﬁuence of

make - dangenous mroads mto .the . provmc,

fence of this crime. . I am as hoftile as any man to

and artnﬁcxal price.in the amcles of human, fufte-

‘naqce, but the _more fuch chara&ers are repre-

honourably for themfelves, and fo beneﬁmally

butlon of Jui?uce he aéls from the pureﬁ and moﬁ.'

’eompetltlon as that of whxch I aii. fpeakmg

an

(13 )
an upright charager; by the' zeal: of a warm

.temper, ‘an‘d5 ‘by. the 'rp‘o'jw,elfs “of »an éié‘tl\ke mind.

But 1f monopoly has not matenally Coritri-
buted to agglavate the evil we endure, haveithe

1] peculatlons of the farmer;. the-corn-dealer; orithe

iller, tended . to. this- point,>and have they- been
pre_;udlcxal to the: publxcP or is-the  capital of '3 any

one of thefe defcriptions of -perfons,, s it has been

reprefented,f,unneceﬂ"anly, and atherefore mJu—

nouﬂy, employed in the corn- trade*

It feems to- have been tlxe 0p1mon of the beft
authors on..the fubJe& that the: employment
of;-;ca;\);.talx ‘in..any. branch-of trade 'operat'ed‘:’*‘m
all cafes beix‘eﬁcially.’ for .the eomm’u"ri‘i“ty.’;"' ‘that

it “enfured a ‘regular:. 'fupply “for. :’he”' ' n"l"'afrk;Et,'

and  offered” the’ alucle in which ‘it was em=

ployed ita, cheaper rate’ to. the confumer. As a

creneral rule, this s unqueﬁxonably true s the’ ex:

ception to the rule; is that “torwhich’ I have. be-—

fore a,lluded an exceptzon, however, S whlch can

fcarcely apply in’ any degree ‘to. ‘al

ade of fuch

)

et e e
t e
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in ordmary times, and fo to have ‘held up. the
prlce. But are we fure this is an ev1l ? Is not,
m the time of fcarc:ty, the mtere[’t of the dealer
_m corn and that of the publlc, in a great degree,
at . lea(’c the fame> F e brought his corn to
market, as in, a plentlful year, the whole corn of
the country would be confumed :in’ the ﬁrf’t few
months v a fcanty crop {hould be {pread fpanngly
over every part: of the years and it is the hlgh
prlce that faves any of it to the end. As 0 the

ldea of a combmauon of farmers to hoard theu‘

If the’ farmer were obliged to fell all the COm

fie. brought to market to the con{'umer, and the

8 confumer could’ only purcha{'e of the fatmer, What
would. be’ the’ confequence> In a0 Overﬂocke d

market the fatmer muft be rumed and in an lll-

fupplxed market the confumer rnui’t f’tarve. Hende |

arifes the neceffity of the em ployment of the capm

tal of the middle man, who, by aﬁ'orclmg the fatmet’
4 certain fale, ‘enables him to fell cheaper, and. .
who; becaufe 'he ‘purchafes riore than he con-

fumes, has the means of furmfhmg the market

corn, it is chxmertcal, they do not commumcate
enough with each other to combme ~and if they
d1d commumcate, their numbers and their, dxﬂ'er«
ent cucumﬁances would preclude the poffibility .of
4fuch a pra&lce : they were never fuppofed to have
hoarded more upon fpeculatlon than in the laft
twelve months, and yet the old ftock of corn was |
never fo nearly. exhauﬁted on-the appearance of
the new crop as in the prefent feafon.

DR IR RV o

with whatever the demand may requtre.y No large

Clty could be adequately fupplled wtthout the 1n-

tervention of thefe’ men, who hdve lately been re-f

prefented as’ mtetfermg thhout neceﬂity, and

} have beén treated by a mifguided mob as obJeé’ts

==

of publlc odtum and deteﬂattont = ~_-’ ‘.

3 e

R s T T e A
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It s ‘true. that when an‘article becomeq fcarce\,

e e o o e s e YAt

T

F

partlcularly one of con[’tant demand, -the price’of

fuch article is.not only ratfed by the fcatcmy,‘but The mtller alfo has been fuppofed, in, tl:efa

tlmes of fcarcrty, to have ‘made enormous proﬁts :
hke that of all other trades, hts proﬁt 1s the la,rgeﬁ.
when the arttcle in whxch he deals 1s dearel’t. . In

_4 I tlmes

I

s generally mcreafed alfo in fome degree by the

oy

{peculation whxch is founded upon fuch fcarc_xty; )

e

Farmers and other dealers 1n corn have bcen.fatd
£ have kept that’ arttcle in {’tore lately more than i

lﬂ
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tithes of jabundance-there .is a! compemton of el
lers, all looking: for a ]mng proﬁt, in times.of
’fcarczty ithere is' a; co(mpetmona of hoarders, :all‘
looking; fora rifing price. .But, thxs. has. its limits.
If a. dealer hoards too long, he i is a “ofer, and has
only enabled his competltors ‘to: get:thew hlgh
price. . This isithe. nature ofall uades of fpe cula~

tion;: rand ﬁych is- neceflarily, in: an gteat degree,

the trade of the! miller. ' Thofe: who, think: t»hey,

‘prove thie enormity- of his profits: by-telling us that
‘the price.of flour was on. a: pamcular day, or-on

feveral days, - if you - “pleafe,. much: hloher thati‘ie

ouight to ‘have’ been, compdred: wvnh-‘theu:pnec

of wheat, ‘argue as if they’ Tthbilght‘ the wheat

that  was - 'boiidl'li;'-'foné day “was” g:ound\ thc

AExt; in 1read -of “which, the: ml}ler maf a&” i

fénlxe?ﬂdeorree as the -middle’ man ‘the wheat ‘et

gmnds to- day, he purchafed, pethaps, one o ‘two
mionths ageis’ and' therefore, ‘though the’ pnce of
‘ﬁour may, inforé meafute, be- 1eguL1ted by the
| pnce of wheat, it cannot be enmely gov emed by

.‘,‘

TP s tid that the milled ought not to be a

v’ fpeoulator ;“that hie: (hould be plohlblted from be‘- :
commo a purchaf'cx fand that e (hould Be paxd’.

at a: certam ratefor - grmdmg"wthc ani’wer s,

ghat;

Ci )

that st is- 1mpoﬁ'1ble to fix- the rite!vithiat: which
would be an. enormous :proﬁt to ‘onemany; wolild
drive ariother, with: 'iﬁfeéion‘»rﬁachin'éry'~‘,:and‘*ﬁn"déi‘
different- c1rcumf’cances, totally out ‘of the trade.
RISET ISR 'fw:.r S NS S ETEtR LR TR IO AP OE BE LY AP LT
~But-even . admnttmg that fomethmg has been
added to the.price-of 'corn beyond that; whxch the
fearcity alone would:-have ‘warrantedy. by the.:fpe:-
‘culations of thefe'men, how.is it to be remedied:?

how- is .their” tradeto: bei diftinguifhed from: all

“others, its- proﬁts dimited, and’ its traders res
ftrained in:the ufe of their capital?- how, A fay,:is
this to-be done .wvit‘b'outj iinjnring the public; whom.
,1t is‘meant  tobenefit:? - Whether a man: deals in
‘fugar,f or in': cotton, in rclotb~* or in corn, ' the
vprmmple is thefamey his echct is gain; ‘and- he
rifks his money becaufe e is- allowed to fell the

article. in- his -poﬂ'eﬁion.« when "he pleafes, and -

atﬂ“:thé beft  ptice- he “can . obtain’ for it:. de-
pnve him’ of thefe advantages; and you drive
his capital out of “the”trade ; “and -when that is
accomplifhed in “thei‘corntrade, ‘does any man

fuppofe the public will: buy their corn at a cheaper

rate? The fpitit of "ad'VehtUré is the life of tradeg

| 1t fuppofes a profpe& of gam, “butit xmphes alfe.

) hazatd




. & hazardof Iofs. "Fhe wants of the nation are fups
plied by a thoufand di’ﬁfergr“xt:»c@mmercial»f pc‘cula«.,
tions:; upon:fome: there s a: great gain;: on. others
a lofsy but 3"\’:'p‘0n’ the whole, by:the: combined
effects of this compcuuon of advcnture, the fupply
{5 obtained:by:the public upon ‘morémoderatetérms
than by any other mode: Take away. the profpect,
“evénof great gain; and youtake:away the {purand
incitement ‘t6 adventure. - If 'you can:prove: that
a>merchant;u po;n ‘a :ﬁngle, enterprife;:has' made
an - enormous profit, do é}?y.'ou; , pro;'e'-l; g {tfhnat,:» .the
‘public or that any individual has been: defrauded ?

‘that*he ‘is ‘an .unjuft ‘man;:.a: bad. member: of

‘the’ community ? - No! you'prove. only that:he
IS a fuccefsful adventurer; and ‘why {hould not
the fame-fule apply to the: trade- in corny which
s apphca.ble to' that of every- other article ? . If;
mdeed, the dealer-in- corn, for: the purpofe of
obtaining' “his - profit, - {preads -2 falfe .alarm,
ot faifes. by combination; ~o¥; ‘by any other undue
sneans, an exceffive - price for:the. commodity. in
‘which he deals, from; that. moment he: defertsfthe
"comfc of -juft and . honourable: itrade, from.that
-moment his:conduct: becomes criminal ;. but while

e conﬁncs himfelf to: fam fpeculation, he necefr
= farlly

TagE s

It is: 1mgofﬁble, howevel,;sto conﬁdqx the ﬂmtp

f ;this .country swithout, perceiving:, other-caules
which eperate to »f@l:f?‘:*@@%iPUQ@;}@@gQﬁ@r)‘; -articles
and, -particularly ;of . thofe ofconf’fam;demand
The., wealth: of the, nation itfelfy: and: the numbeﬁ
of righ competitors in the market,. muft neceifamly
produce - this - effed. - But; is .this an. ar’gumehﬁ

;aagamﬁ & nation ¢nriching itfelf by the induflty

of ‘itsi; inhabitants ¥ . ‘Are: we :at this :day itos cry.
out:: a/ga;mf’c. the' employment  of. the :merchant’s
capital?: "and if we: areys towhat: degree'fthall he Be

reftrained in. theufe of it;. or to’ what: period: of

out ‘commercial hiftory fhall we retarn?: . And
who, Lafk, will be the mani to- propofe & méafure:

that thall fet. limits to- the increafing s wealth: and:

profperity of the: natron, as’ derlved from ouxrfucceﬂ'-
ful and extenfive commerce’® .. An-outery: has been
raifed ‘againft what: is‘generally, though perhaps'

ofteri inaccurately; termied - fiGtitious capital; about’
as'wife:and as'well*founded as the clamour we have'
heard againft monopolifts;: it.is in-fadt: a remon~

‘ ﬁifan(se{zigainﬁ-‘ the: uﬁ‘: of the credit of the Englith

D2 * merchant

T B ——
A S e st




{ ‘2o )

herchant aid the’ Englith bankek, =I“‘-aa=f-~ii6&.fa'yu
' that the'ufe of fititious \capxtal was-never puthed

“too: fars- that it-never in any inftance did: harmis

Whiat huthan iaftitation is totally free from abufe?

But T contend:that it has done gieat good; that a
gieat part of thé fubftantial wealth of this nation has
Hééﬁ’obtaiﬁfeﬁmt})'i ‘the ‘credit’ of - the ‘Biitith trad'e’r’;
enabling him :to'add fickitious ¢apital to real capi=
tal -and to make profits, the, refalt of the employ=

ment ‘'of both. ;.But if 1t~rencis to-enhance the'price
of 'ppév.fﬁOns, does it not do mifchief ? - Not'if the.

price.of every-other thing is {uffered to’béar its due:
and rélative proportion.:-If; for inftance; thewages.

of labour. do 'not, in general, -enable the laboarers

to maingagiyn;ghi’mfelf,as he did formerly;: his,wagbsa

dught to-be raifed ; it is a.dec¢ided proof that the:

rife of wages has: not: kept -pacewith the average:

increafe of: the.:price  of -thofe -articles which are:

néceifary'to his fupport, or, in other words, that:his:

xyages have not been raifed as-the value of money:

has been depxecxated ‘but . raife his wages -to that;

Ecvcl thc nommal valne of money.; is of no confe«i

quencc to him ;. his condmon, except in years.of-

cxtraordmary fcarc1ty, produced by -the feafons,.
x"cmams thc fame; he COHﬁdClS the - pofieflion. .of;

a fhlllmg

( 21 )

a thilling 'now, -as: he did that’ of f:f"ﬁ'irpe‘_t'i"ce‘fml'm’trt.y;f

or.forty -yearsiago] becduferherearns it-with the

fame:eafe, and becaufe it procures. him: therfamd

- meceflariesof life, . i oo i ran o
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- Andtiere Icantiot help calling upon the gentry
of- the’ ‘country-'to  confiders fairly whetlier tlie

waocs of - agticultural - labour ‘have tkept the pr@-’\'

portlon T have defcribed: - The wages of the' mal
rufadurerand the attifan’ hidve béen progreﬁively

rifi ing, pethaps,in as’ great a degree as the” value of
mone'y»has-decveafed ; it is natural it fhould be 5
i anation which has:turned its attention {o mmc‘h’

to’ theﬂlmprov«ement and _extenfion of s ¢om<

merce. - But we fee ﬁrong reafon now to’ mducc

us to'encourage “the agncultme of the country ‘as’
well "as its:’ commerce ;- and - the’ “‘wages of ' rhe:
hufbandman-.do" not ‘appear.to” have been raifed
altogether in- a _]uf’c proportion; confi {tently with

the «principles I have  ftated. It is difficult’

to frame any law. upon ‘this fubje&.’, © Againft
fuch a-law it 'might be contended, that if a mini, |

- mam of the ‘price of labour were fixed, ‘i't could

only-apply ‘to” able-bodied - mien 3 that it would
have the effect of throwmo* oul of ‘work every Ta-

R bourer
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‘bourer who was “not ‘in the vigour of life-and! of
" health'i and -that it would:-dnly tend to increafe

the - ‘poor rite.- Thefe, i and ‘perhaps  other: ar=

guments: againft the enaGtment -of: any: pofitive .

law upon the fubject, ‘may be unan{werable ;
but: xf E:am- cmreé't in-my opinion; I- truft the
good- fenfe' of thé country: gentlemen:and farmers
will- render any- fuch Jaw unneceffary 5 and. that
they will unite- throughout the kingdom: to rendet

the lot.of the peafant of Great Britain, asit. always ‘

hitherto has. been, the happieft in: Europe.. I.do
not: fay they {hould raife the price of. wages ac-
cording to the’ prefent high price. of wheat—cer-

~tainly not; a temporary ‘difficulty. may: beimet: by

a temporary remedy;-but they fhould be. fixed
according to the ordinary price of ~wheat;:or of
that grain-which is the commion fuftenance-of the
Tabeurer in the’ dlf’mé’c . Whatever is-the ftate of
the crop of ‘wheat, the labourer furely is'entitled:
to his proportion of the fupply ; if his wages are
thus fettled, that*prapomon will be lefs, as it
eught to be, in a- feafon of extraordinary {carcity
and high price, than in one of abiindance: the
difference on’ fuch an emergency ‘fhould ‘be ‘miade

up to hxm, by the gratulty of his employer, ‘in
L any

e e e

any, -other article.of food, by. the, bounty. ‘and

voluntary contribution of individuals, of which we

_ have feen fuch. general proofs, and by the judi-

cious application. of -parochial relief, adapted.to
fach peculiar circumftances. I perfonally know
many- of .thofe to. whom .I am now.:particularly
addreffing myflf, and I miftake: them much, -if
they are I\lot-faszrc_ady,itro hear and to reymovc::eyyeryf
juft complaint, as they are to lend their. ufeful

affiftance to .ﬁl(f.ﬂ.CCi evety unfounded clamour, and
to {upprefs every tumultuoys proceeding throughs -

out the country,

The wealth of .the nation, and theconfequeni
depreciation in the value of _rnoncy; we are con-
ftantly told: by thofe who I really believe contem-

plate that wealth with unaffefted grief, produce

many otherprejudicial effets befides that which has
been noticed ; -but thefe fuppofed misfortunes do
not immediately relate to-the point. on which I am

{peaking, and I fhall therefore {'carcely notlce them,

Emigration,. it is fald will be encouraged by ity
pgoplg_- w1llfbe dlfpo;fe.:d‘ to go to a country _wh.elﬁe

they.can li’;’e-‘c‘hﬁapﬁf - —I;Cdnfﬁfs Inever hear a per-

fon hinting at the advantages of emigration without

bcmg
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,fchemes into, exccutson. I am very much mc}med

ﬂ.tobc ‘of-. oplmon, that'a perfon does very }xttle ,

_goodin’ thxs\country svho is-difpofed to thmk év ery

_,-oshexr better, perhaps it:would-nop be idlfﬁgu}p 0

- Jniall times rhdfe who have oppofed'a war,,have ,

‘;:_zzmputed to it every calamlty Wthh has takemplace
durmg its ‘continuance; of courfe i it is fafd 0. be

the. great. and }eadmg caufe of the ewl we now ,

o

;‘,_fendure, aﬂﬁng from the prefent high prlc ,.f@f

szovrf' ons; But how it ploduces thlS effe& exaé’cfy‘

.thofe who make the aﬂ'ernon never

,ndefcend to

_\,3te}l us. I fuppofe they would readﬂy admxt

_"_,_then, does it happen, that m thc 'kcomfe Of tlﬁé

g_,:,ycars 1795 and :‘1‘79( wher

e

n the war cou}d not

4a when

¢ 55

whien that ‘iffluence; wetftould fuppofe;: would-
have eonifiderably lncreafed xit was, perhaps,even:

' 1ower thin thofe whorwilh 1o encourage its giowth,

cotild defite? But letithofe vho maintain this opi=;
nién look atithie price of wheat ih gveby year from;
tﬁe‘beglhnmé of thé century to the:prefenttime: K

- fH4t 6pititon were Corredt @ numbeif of yéars of-war-

nitift be clearly jam:l evxdent}y imarked by:a rife in
the™ price, - tmach more confiderablé: xhan “that:
whidh to6k place in! thi fame number: of iyears:of

peace. T he irfluerce of siwar swould »not only: -
bé ‘general, but it ;would particularly «affect ithe

‘pice tinvthe years .of sits - continuance: ' What'is

‘thefa@? “In the rife whith ‘took :plage dn:the

‘otiffe’of tlie-time  of swhich T:am:fpeaking; ithe
opération:of war is fearcely, df it all; iperceptible s
Hnd’it was’ ‘foon-after the year 176 5 ands d«mng a

pet‘md éf profound peace, ‘\ihen ‘we' 1ol otirex-

porta:ron nadc and when ¢ that necemty -of *im-
portauon firft begatx, “which ' ‘has’ fince -rifen'to ‘fo

aldfiming a heloht. During the fhort penod of '

peacc,aafner the _teeaty._of Ryfwick, the “average

price of wheat was zl 17:. 5:? per quarter ; in the

fubfequcnt war*of I cn s 1t was 21 4S5 44. s7in the

'War which commencyd in 17, 39,4;hc average price

E . N v was
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wasith 13$.:5d45 in-theinine years previous tq the.
war;sitowassid 158 gdoy-ing the feven;years wary

‘inicluding a‘year:of an extraordinary deficiency-of;

crop- (177 575t the- :average: price rwasi2/e:28 4

in the preceding 4 fevcn yedrs it -was 1k 185. ;od. 3

int . the Amerlcan war the. avmage price., was:
ab:ugs: cad.; and: qmwthe precedmg nine;; years

al. 5s: 9d From. the te*mmatlan of the Amen-

can:war to the; commencement of [he piefent wary

the average zp“.CQaW&S%ZZ.- 6s..74. ;. Canany thing
fhiow more idearlj? ‘J:ha'ri_' ithis i?ﬁ&i;?m;en;t,ﬁ that..it 13
10/thé years, of fcatcity of: 179551796, _;1;:79;9;3;;31?@
g 1’80‘0",’"'6Lirincfvthé prefent; war, and,not; to.the. iri-—'
~ fluence of the* war itfelf; that-the average . prlce
durmg the: war;: has u[en o 3l gs. caf it were
otherwife; why did not, formel wars affet. thc prxce
‘as well as the prefent ®3 Ifitis faxd that in time

of war a. ccrtam numbex of perfons confume more -

- as foldiers: and fadors, than they would in. gther
s,mp;oyments in tlme ef peace, the a*nount of that

mﬂmg
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alfoy" that ‘mahy: of thefe' peifons-areifed by fup-
Afs thc war: did
Il _',.:.f“not

plies bo_ugh.tf;-afbmad, -and- ‘which

i pepidy . :{n‘ d-
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not. -exift,: would :not:; be, .obtained... Opf. navy

upon:.diftant ; ch.uons, i .chiefly. fupx)hed by, pur-

chafes madeupon the fpot; and the wholgiquantity

of wheat putchafed it 'Englandfbyfthe Commiffion~

ers of Vx&uallmg,from the begmnmg of th;s yearto

the prcfent penod /does: not amount to one four-

teenth part of thc quantxty whlch ‘has been im-

ported within: the fame time. f it is meant. that
the wary in’ transferrmg to this country fa greata
partof the commerce: of the: world ‘has tranafcrrcd
‘with dt  great: *addltxonal wealth,, and that this has

produced bigh price—I have tal\r;qad:y.ad mitted-the
weight of this confideration. T wifh to know how
the war is ﬁlppofed to operate, that we may fairly

apprecnate its’ amount.—-—-Ail 1 know at prefent is,

.3-

SRR el d. Lesd
War. 1794 . L e

-— 2 LI 4 )
I795 L 3 14 5 " ,
1797. -2 xzy 9 RS 3 9 ©
C3y98 2 g9 gt
1799 — 3 6-10 |
;Sbo."fée-? 53 A4 :

The prices frem 1698 to 1765 are 'taken ﬁom Smnh’
Corn Tradts; from 1765 to 1770, from. the Audit books
of Eton College, as the price of the. Wiidfor market ; and
from 1740 to ,thc,prefent time, -from the Corn Regifter efta-

_ ,’bhfhed by a& of the roth:of the ng~——aild are the average
o Przces of England .
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what - may becolle@ed from general and fome-
dihes ‘watin’ and vchement aﬂ'emon, ‘that - M.

Fox*, Vifil pérfc&rmxh g hig Tanmaal due; 45 repre-

feﬁiiiéiva sfor: Weltarinlbery sathithéx:Shake{peare -

TFavers; pofilivelyaflerted, ¢ that the: wo.r was the
principal ‘€anferof :the: ‘prefent hlgh price ‘of: pro-
vifions”? and’ that,w at:'the mecting of the free-
holdérs of the couhty of Mddlzﬁx,«xm was’ refolVed
«DOt’ E

npon “proof; ‘orf the! xattempt ofsiproof, but
rapon the! afféiion of :one pentleman; ““thatithe
.principal caiife of the prefent diftvefs wag; the war;

-gnid thastheir reprefentat ves beinftraéed to vote

‘againft its contintanceon .every: opportunity,’

1 Ifvthet taxes pafticulatly, which have been im
pofed during thé prefent war, are reprefented to
Have produced the high- price-of: prov1fons, it

feems "natural; m fuppofe thiat - taxes would: have

had: the fame-- cﬁ'c& m foxmer wars, ‘and it  has

been fhown, by the account of the price of wheat

which has been rcferrcd to, that they ha.d not thag '

St

thfeﬁ o

% Vide Morning Cheonicle; OStober ith, * -
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It ;may, be: 'dfo obfcivcd,, };ar the dUu?y upon.

th{;‘arpount of nhe aifefed tagxes, new repl(xced by
'_{a:‘: \w.ht' h

has takcn p}acc dmmg the wax, was 1mpo(ed m; t}xc

the | mcome dutyv_l the moﬂconﬁderqb

beginning of the:year:1798;; ,,xf therefore, this.tax
had any great f.;ffec't in. mxﬁng,thc; price.of ; bxead,(lg
would have, been felt dxﬁm&ly in that, Y, W hcxeas

‘brgad and, almoft. all \othqn pxovxﬁons,ﬂhave neyer

been.fo chcap durmg the war;as. m that pgtrtxcuiar

‘year 5 but to prove.! that;tbe raxes, of the war prqduc¢

the- pxefcnts high. pm‘ce of . grain, fpme propomou

fhould:be fhown o be kept, between.the ¢ amount ;

i

of thofe taxes and the mcreafc in the pncc of ;;‘_lﬁgaf -

enable hlm to pay hls taxes ;. but thc com plamt we

have conﬁantly heard has been 5 tha.t the farmer. has
felt the taxes of. the war 1efs than any other perfen,
how then can 1t appear that they have operated to
mcxeaﬁ, the prxce of the amclclm w‘uch hc deals

in a greazer degree than tha o ;-any onher com'

'modltyﬁ and xs it not ev1dent thaz lt s fome

other. caufe to whlch that hth prxcp is. f'uxlv to
be afcrlbed '

EARR
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What ther 1 contend 'for x’s, that the htgh prrce
_of' wheat and of br ad'i$ riot the effult of monopoly

‘I and comblnatxon——-ls tiot “thie “éffett of the‘fpeChlaa
tiohs of the' fat‘mcr, the ¢bt n—dealer,
~is'Hot «thie’ confcquence of ‘the* War.

i

r*the mleEr

grelit of prepohdér‘atmg Idis the efedtof an- ord1
hdry’ confumptlon éo‘hﬂdérdb)y ckdé‘eduig; ‘our dr-

;dmary proddce, ‘anid ‘of 'a’ pfoduée, in“the’ léﬁ arf& |

in”the iprefent 'yeédrs, ‘trlach “below ‘thie average,

tlie'" pméc is ikl «further augmented by ‘the in-

ct‘eaféd wealih® 6f the nat‘lon, a‘dd the confcqﬁcnt
deprematlon in’ ‘the valde-of - money The réthes
dles for this &vil “6f hlgh prlce dre’ ndt to ‘ihflaie

‘the mob agafn{’c monopolxﬁs =20, fe{’[ram ‘the

freedom of the tradP m corn, or to “fotrér aitd
check the commercc of the nanon. e obv1ous
remcdxes are, the morc lumted ufe of wheat and
a f’mther cncouragement to the 1mportatxon of 1t,A

‘and the ektenﬁon of our corn land By the’ rerno-

val’ of evcxy 1mped1ment whlch obﬁruds gener'xl-

6

encloﬁne and by takmg fuch mca.fures as would

,f..,'-.

tend (6’ gwe greatcﬁencouraoement to the cultwa-
tion of arable land. At prefent many c1rcv,1mﬁances

opeLaLe whxgh havea dire& contrary tendency ; the

3 o tiche

<Al fiheﬁp |
shmgs Have théir Welght i’ ehie ‘fedle, ‘But it ‘1s Hat-

fmuch to tru(’t to voluntaty 1ef’uamt

(33)

mhe ‘'of: arable land 1s much heavmr than of grafs

Jand; and the multlphcatxon of horfes kept for plea—

fune affords, pelhaps, upon the whole, mote encou-

'ragement to the’ cnlnv tlon of hay than of corn.

To fieet 'thié dlfﬁculty of the prefent year, othcr ',

meafures may bc neceﬂ‘ax), and Parhament will,

T trofty adopt fuch as are. fuxted © the degree of
The ufc of wheat {hould
be préhlblted 1n every mode wlnch does not tend
1o the food of man, hbelal bountles {hould be

fcarmty whlch prevaxls.

~offercd upon 1mportatton Wthh, whlle they hold
“out fuﬁlment encouraorement to the merchant muf’c

be granted wlth that degxee of care and’ cauuon,

'whlch fhall fecme the pubhc from fraud And 1f

upon the faxr refult of thofe 1nqmrles, of whxch I

‘have beforc fpoken, it {hould appear that the-
| ':crop of the plefent year 1s deﬁcxent in a much
:greatcr ‘aegree than it is at prefent fuppofed and -'
‘that thele is htt‘c probabxhty of fupplymo a great
'part of that deﬁcxency by the furph]s plcgiuce of

'other COUDU‘ICS, lt would then be rlfkmg too

and ‘the |

'fq:ce of example, to enfure_a fuﬁment favnf

’mg a poﬁmc law {hould in Lhat ”atc hmlt the

o con=
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confumption, and no wheat thould be permlﬁted

to be ground wlthout the mxxture of a certain

~proportion of barley ot of other grain. - The

“obje& Parliament muft have in view fhould be (o

1y adopt mealures whxch are plopomonate to: it,
: ancl the d;fﬁculty vanifhes. . Parllament, it 15

'tamly enfae. - In the degree to whxch 1 am now
{uppofing the fcarcxty may poffibly prevaxl (though
- Tam far from thmkmg it goes to this extent), no-

make the fock laft the whole year; and in eﬁ'e&-
ing this objed, it muft, be recolleted that {carcely

any old wheat was left on hand at the, period of -

the late harvel’c and that therefore the confump-
gion of the new c_xop_v\yas begun upon much ear-
lier than ufual. If Parliament errs in, urider-
yating . the amount of our {upply, We may fubmlt
to fome degree of unneceffary privation,; 1f it

errs in. overrating it, ‘famine will but. too. cer=,

thing would be fo alarmmg as that people fhould

not be alarmed enough ; but even if 1. lhould

exift .in the greateﬂ degree that any body has

yet nnagmed let us only ﬁrmly and refolute«

true, cannot turn {carcity mto plenty, but it may
-provide agamﬁ: many of the evils which would
naturally
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naturally arife from it. Its deliberations on this
iriterefting - point will, -I truft, be marked by

fairnefs,; . by- candour, . ~and by cool and’ dif~

paffionate ¢ difcuffion. It will have ﬁrmnefs enough

. pot 1o’ facrifice found and ful?&antlalnprmmples to

.the preflure of the rhom,ent ;-and: while it provides
for . the- prefent, it-will not be unmindful of the
‘wants. of a-future da-y,z :

N
'
. ,”_r.. :

Thls leads me to take notlce of an. opxmon»
.entertamed by fome: perfons (and by fome whom
I very much refpect), that, in fuch a ftate of the -
markets as we have lately feen, it would be expe-
dient to fix the maxzmum of wheat, or of bread
with the view of enablmg every perfon to fupply
.’mmfelf with thefe articles ata cheaper rate. The
objeétions to thlS plan are, that it would encou-

. ragea confumpnon dlfproporuonate to the fupply,
~which can never be fo well regulated as by a

rxlﬁng,_or,a falling price’. and it would dlfcourage.

“what it is fo effential to promote, the importation

from foreign parts. ‘The adoption of fuch a mea=

fure would not only aflume that the actual price
Was much hxgher than the ftock on hand war-
S F 2 ‘ ranted,
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ranted, but that the precife degree, in:which it

was higher, could be afcertained.. Now this 'We all.

‘know to be 1mpoﬂible.. But would fucha meafure
be juft?
fidence that ke was to-have the lar gef’t price’ he

,)eonld get: fomt .-.you may. force him; " 1t-1s true,'-

to’ fell lt at 3 certain 1ate5 but - you cannot: force

hxm to fow any more. In the prefent {tate of

thmas, thofe who thxnk the ploﬁts of the farmer '

have ‘been the’ 'moft exozbltant, {hould futely heﬁ-
tate before they ta}’e a ﬁep which, though it mlcrhi;

reheve the want of the moment would certamly

tend in future 0 dlfcouage the general agrxcul:.a'

ture of the countty It 1s not enough to fay9
that the mczxzmum fhall be fet fo hmh, that, gene—

rall; {] pe'tkmg, the farmer fhall be a gamer———what

ayill that man fay to your average whofe crop has'

almoﬁ totally failed, and who, even at -the hlgh
prlce of the maxken 1s a lofer IR VVlll you makfe hmi
a orreater*lofer by arbxtran]y reducmg the price. of
hls corn?  The profits of the farmer, from the
,hlgh price of the commodmes in which he deals,
" have. cenmn]y been very greal’; but it muf’t ‘not

Abe forgotten that the puncxpal caufe of the
' prxce

T he. farmer fowed hlS corn in: the con=

oifell it for fefs

be infurmou\ntable.'!-‘
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price bemg {o hlgh isy that his- cnop has been
fo finall..+ Another obje@uon to a manimum, IS?
that it has alwaysv 4 ‘great tendency to ' become
a minimpnt. If you fay to a man, "
not-fell- the altxcle in-whieli - you deal: for morc
tllan- a’certain- prtce, he Wil do ‘h{ls ‘t}tmof’o«not‘:
; and-if ‘apy thisng couldpro-,
‘du‘e'e wa combination' fam‘ongh "Corn-—deale‘r’s,v ‘and
furmfh -them: w1th a pretext for combmmg, it
Would be thls vety meafure, = If it wele worth

purﬁnng the “point -further, it mxght be ‘thown,

-fzthar the difficulties in -t-ht, executlon of ‘it would

‘not apply niiiverfallyf’thr‘ough(’)ut 'the‘-kingdom,

You fhall

The fame maximum could

nor could it ‘be fet corre&ly i every dlﬁ'erent '

place, accordmg g~ all ‘the variety’ of. circums-

The obJeétton
of occaﬁonlng a con{umption dxfptoportxonate

ﬁances which operate upon price.

to the fupply, apphes alfo to a meafure which has
"been taken, with the very -beft 1ntentxons, by
gentlemen in dtﬂ'erent parts of the country. i

| mean that of entering into agreements to fell wheat

ar a cheap rate, or of dealing it out ata reduced

;?nce to thetr !abourers. this - prae‘hc , as far as

) it

Ve




{uftenance of man,
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it goes, is aggravating, the cvil_it is meant to cures

it s rilking. a famine to avoid afcarcity, -, If the
adoption of fuch a plan is partiahl;;and confined:to

2 -particular parifh, every. neioh-bot;iring- pa‘ri(h is

dlfcontented if i becomes general it; encomages

‘cbeck the bounty of any. mdwndual at the prcfent:

moment ; miever was ~therc a time when the poon B

do, ihould be to dlre& 1t into thc mof’c ufefui'

plaanncl When the htcrh ;price.of wheaten bread

the. ordinary food, of a great part:;Qf; the -people,
places it, in a great degree, out of their reach;
the greateft kindnefs to them as well as the moft
valu’a"b’lc c’ha-rity,; is to encourage. the ule of every
fubftitute, and to deal out to them, with a liberal
thand, any. other article. Whlch contrlbutes to the

DR

S

In all nations the high price of p’:QViﬁqnjs has

been eagerly feized- upon: by the difaffected, as
" the readieft inftrament for. promoting their views.
“They.are aware that,. while this fubje&t of . com~
- plaint endures, many, who have no other feeling

in.

‘&
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‘ m comman thh them, w111 ha{’uly embrace forii€

of their opinions, and. enhﬁ for a time at leaft,

- under their banners. In this country the promoteas

of fedmon, who have lately hidden themfelves in

“holes and corners, in filent maligaity, have not

Auffered this opportumty amrely to efcape 5~ they

‘have in fome places again put forth their heads,

have joined the clamours .of the mob, and have

'been mﬁrumcmal in. leadmo' them to the houfes,

the ‘mills, and the barns, of thofe whom they

~chofe to brapd with the chara&er of monopoh{’tsé

Such nen know by expenence, that, in this
country, they never have {o:little chance of fucceﬁs
4s when they depend upon the intrinfic merits of
their own caufe; they know how neceﬁ'ary it 1s

for their purpofc to prefs into their fervmc every

\ dlﬁ:ontent, and to mmOIC every. compiamt, from

wbatever fource it may arife, with their pretended
_grievances ; but, ‘whatever may be the oby:é‘c of

fuch perfons, a moment’s reflection muft convince

every, honeft man, that, in times of dearth and
Acarcity, nothmg is-fo’ hkely to leflen thofe ev:]s,
and -to -promote the object. of his w1fhes, as. the
ﬁn&eﬁ: obedxcnce to the laws, and that tumulu

?. - , . A and
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nd” commotxon neceﬂ'an}y ob{’crué't thofe channdf

through which the fupply muﬁ come, ﬁorn whlch
helstobefed s R L

i 1s ot more the duty of Parhament to employ _
itfelf anxmuﬂy ahd dllxgently in devxﬁng evéry
| fufe exPedlent whlcli may cOntrlbute to’ relieve the
/wants’ of the’ people at the’ prefent moment, and

provxde for thofe wants in: future, than it s that of

. the ma;gl{’n acy to’ be c1rcumfpeé’c a&xve, and nrm,

in wa.tchmor careful ly eVery lendency to” rzof “in

adoptmg thie moft: v1g01 ous meafures for’ the fup«-

prefﬁon of’ mmmt, in pxote&mg the prop'rty of

the farmer, zhe corn- dealex, the mlller, and’ the

baker, and m e{’cabh(hmg that oood mder- |

COnﬁdence fo nece{“ Tary to enfure the ﬁ‘ee cucula—
tlon of gmm, and the conveyance of fupphes 5
every p':rt of the. kmgdom,
lf the bams of the farmer fhould be fall, the

market wxll be empty 3 and wnhout whxch we

‘may expenence the horrots of famme, though

not wzth plenty m the land, yec wnh a fuﬁicxency‘

;o fave us fxom a&ual wa,nt. R S e

" Thave

1thout whrch, even '
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.1 have: -avoided carefully gwmg any apnmon

upon the degree:in: which: the crop of the prefent -

year: falls fhort of ‘the average prodncc, no. ac«

counts “which -have been_.yet recéived are fuffi»

_ ciently general or corred, to-warrant a ftatement

of 'its precife - dmount. - If the deficiencyis overr

ratéd; 1t'=‘fpreads alafm unneceffarily and increafes

the' pnce, Af at'is underrated, it~ puts'us off our
guard -and’ encourages an improvident: confump- ”

tion : ‘before therefore the actual amount. of ‘this
deﬁcwncy is [’cated, ‘the.” moﬁ precxfe and ‘pofi-

Se oy

tive mformauon of ‘which the nature of . the - fub-

Je&t ‘admits, [hould be - obtained. - The: farmers,
from whom the- mformatlon muft chleﬂy be col-
leGted, are 'dlfpofed generally: ,tp‘,repnefent the
quantity in their poffeffion as lefs than ‘it really is,

-and ‘it is: probable; therefore, ‘that the eftimated

amount of the -crop may ‘be;: in fome degres,

underrated There is no doubt, howevﬁr, that

~there isa deficiency ; there is as litile doubt that
the 'means of fupplymg it, or of counteradting its

eﬂ'eéts, are completely within our reachs Large

fapplies, it ‘is known, may be obtained: from,
~-foreign' parts, and the meafure of propofing to
‘Parliament an encouraging bounty for the pwrpofe

¢ S of
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6f bringing thiém::to; this’ country. is:determined

upon3 the fame:plan ‘which:wasiformierly adopted

by the ‘more :opulent: c«laﬂ'es;L;‘of:!:limit&n g the;ufe
of i wheat :in -their families, w.f-illfzundoubtedlygjbc
againréadily reforted - to; -and; the-liberal -en-
couragement hield ot by the Faft Ind14>Cﬂmpahy

o the-imiporters of. rice; will: furm{hfa, large {up-
ply of ‘provifion: ‘before the next; harveft.: AL tl{;fc
‘confiderations: tend to- relieve our; apprehenﬁons s

- and, upon the. wholg,: thére appears:to:be:not. only

no danger of famine; but from the dlfpoﬁuon, to
meet. the’ dxf’ﬁculty, wlnch feems: to- manifeft iit-
felf ‘there is reafon. to - hope, .that when .the

_ caufes of ~hlgh .,pr,lc‘e,v_wllxgll;,'hagvcr;_bceni,,{_,’ca,tedz_;to ‘»

dppl:}fpeculiarly to. the - ,pre['ent.moment-, ceale to |

operate, ‘the poorer ¢ claﬂ'es of: foc;ety may: be,. in
a great. meafurc, if hot wholly, reheved from thc
preﬂ'ure of that calamlty Wthh thcy now endure.

3 3~.

- T'am well aware that feveral of the points which
1 have noticed in thefe few remarks have. been
rather touched - upon, than fully and completely

ar gued. : Erroneous and mnféhxévdus ‘dorines.

'appeared to be gammg ground, and I have en-
- deavoired lhoxtly and dlﬁm&ly to obferve upon

1 o :hem,"'
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1

them, without entering into minute difcuffion.

Upon a queftion on which opinions are fo various,
I am not prefumptuous or fanguine enough to

fuppofe that many perfons will agree emlrely in .

fnine; but if, upona fubjeé‘t {o interefting to all,

I fhall have induced any petfon to inveftigate fur- ~

ther the topics which T have ftated, removed one

falfe notion, or fugge&cd one ufeful hint, -my |
objeét will be attained, and my endeavours moft.

amply rewarded.

Nqsa\‘é:nélzef 8%
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) S GostLL, Ptintar,
Liftle Queen Stréct, Holbom,
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