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PREFACE

THE Author of the following re-

‘marks writes not for fame: he

withes to have it confidered, that they

are offered to the notice of a candid
public with the view of being, in fome
degree, ferviceable to 'his country in
its prefent fituation: he imagines that

mno time is to be loft in putting into

execution whatever may be thought
conducive to fo good a purpofe. |

On this account they are ftyled Cur-
Jory; and, indeed, it was never his in-
tention to enter minutely into the fub-
ject of political ceconomy ; there is no
need of it: it has been done in the moft
copious and mafterly manner already ;
| A2 | nay,
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except by very few: his defign, there-

fore, was to brmg one (and that the
pxumlpal,ﬁ)artof itinto.as thott a mew
as poflible, for the notice of the various
clafles of Britons who may confider
diemfclves “intereftcd Sﬂ ‘the welfarel of
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With regard to the authors he has had

an opportunity of pecufing, he has ge-
nerally referted to the places from whence
their remarks were taken.

For the digreflions ‘of a moral nature,

which are interfperfed, he makes no-apo-
logy ; becaufe they need none.

Honrton, Fan. 12 1784.
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O Briton can look with an indif-
ferent eye on the change which '
has taken place in his country : he can-
not avoid turning his view towards .

the probable confequence,s of fuch an

alteration : he muft enquire, with fome =
- degree of anxious concern, how far
it may eﬂ'eé’c the Welfare of the em- .
"“plre. .; | |

1
T

" The fubje& wlnch will ﬁrl’c occur”'

to his thoughts, and gain his princi-

pal attention, is the durden both of

accumulated taxes and the national
'debt. T 0. pxevent his mmd from def-
IR ... B paxr
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pzur, he will enqulre, How is. 1t to be
borne ? In what manner can it be al-
-leviated ? What refources have we?.
‘The anfwer will be-mAgnculture, Ma-
| jnufa&ures, and Commerce.

Let _us conﬁder,- in what manner

'lthey'opérat”e in themfelves, and may be
~ made -to co- operate to the beﬁ: ad-
,Vantage. |

5 E C-

Geneml Prmczples.

GRICULTURE claims our firft no-“,' |

tice from its feniority, and from

another much more weighty reafon, ‘the
- pre-eminence it has above the other two :
they derived then‘ ex1ﬁence from 1t, andA

cannot long fubfift w1thout it, e

‘The territory which any nation poﬁ'ef- |

fes, is the original property, fund, or ca-
pital ftock, from whence it is fupplied

with the neceffaries of life : “and fince by

means of induftry and {kill, the pxoduc-.«
tions of fuch a territory * .as Great

Britain may be made capable of pr oviding
an over plus beyond the immediate wants

of the nation ; that ovelplus becomes a

new: capital, Wthh ‘may be employed in
B z2 txade,'

¥ Thefe, and moft of the followmg general remarks,

- equally apply to the produ&xons of the ﬁﬂxenes on ongy

{eas _ . ‘

o rreoi i e B e b



(4)

'trade, and anfwer the demands of foreign
countries;; in other words, the kingdom -
becomes poﬁ'eﬂ'or of property received -
- from other nations in exchange for what-
it does not 1mmed1ate1y ftand in need of.
,;"/Hence the origin of ComMERcE.
. But as the wants ‘of ‘ménincreafe in
- 'confequence of c1v1hzatxon, ‘the conveni-
- eéncies of life muft be fought after : the

matenals of: thefe arc likewife to be de-

zived: from the earth, and ‘they muft be
fitted to anfwer their end by the powers
of the mind and the labour of the hands. |

Hence what'is- {’tyled MANUFACTURES.

"If a greater quantity of thefe can be
procur ed than are neceflary for home con=

fumption, the furplus may become a far-

ther additional capital; and. provide’ new
articles of commerce; which will add their

quota hkevvlfe ‘to the general ﬁock of o
wealth TR : ~

......

Agmculture 1s therefore the foundatlon ‘
B the vis motrix of the other ‘two ; 5 while it

is, when duly encouraged a moft ad-
vantageous article of manufaéture and
commerce in itfelf: and although the
| latter

(5)

latter of thefe: may.be difpofed to attmbl—'rtc

_its principal vigour; and. acknowledge its.

~moft grateful obligations to manufaQures, .

- yet it fhould never be forgotten, that huf-.
bandry is the ‘parent and fupport of both.f{
Nay, in proportion. as thefe are found to
be on-a decline, the evil, unlefs it can be

remedxed by mcreaﬁng the pxoduéhons of,

~our lands; muft eventually fall and fix it~
felf on them at laft-; thefe bemg the bafis
either of national profperity af regardcd o

or national calamity. if negle&ed

" Since the ¢atth mufk bear the burden,:
itisa pleafing circumftance of reflection,
that-of all other funds it is the moft cap-
able of doing it, either in the: mhaturity or
‘apparent declinie as well'as the infancy of
a ftate. The arts and manceuvres of indi-+.

- viduals -and communities, both at home :
~ and abroad, ;may caufe a continual fluctu~ -
ation in the value of .commodities export--

- which. may occafion a-

edi. or lmpoxted
rife and fall in the value of lands;. the.

commotions of war may drain a kmgdom "
~of-its fecondary property afifing imme- -
‘dxately from manufa&ures and commerce,

but
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but. ongmalry from the ground ; and- |
with regaxd to trade, it refembles ‘
reputatlon ;. fo much credit fo much

~ "power ;. but if once loft it is. dxﬂicult to
be regained : while the earth is always the

- fame ; its powers of reproduéhon regu- -
Jarly 1eturn with retummg {eafons, al-
ways poffefsacertaxn value, becaufe they -

are always neceffary, and increafe in pro-

| poruon to the 1nduf’uy and fkill apphed’
toit. We poffefs in our lands a fixed
fund, to which, when we are alfolutely
"obliged to it, we can have recourfe, and
from which we can at all' times draw to
an amount fufficient for the revival of a
drooping trade ; provided a conftant.

refpect be paid to our mumﬁcent pa-
rent. SR |

retard the operations of hufbandry : for,

af agrlculture be on the decline, if it do
not even keep pace with manufaé‘turesg
and commerce, they will fhortly fall into

decline, and fuffer with it ; and the kmg_-

dom muﬂ: mev1ta,bly be 1mpovenfhed A
| ttuly

- A prudent government W111 therefore, '
fo regulate commerce as not to check or-

‘trily ceconomical leg'iﬂatui'e will alfo take

~care that the. terrxtory it poﬁ'eifes be im-

proved to the utmoft, in order to increafe -
‘the materials from whence manufacures
‘and commerce may continue to operate
for the ‘permanent as. well as temporary |
. beneﬁt of the whole community.

Survey the furface of our lands; itis
- from hence we procure timber, cordage,
“and fails for our navy ; flax and wool,
‘hides and tallow, madder and other dye- -

ftuffs *, all of them articles of trade for

“home confumptlon and forexgn markets :

employment is hereby found for a confi-

derable part of our very valuable labour- |

ers and artificers. Penetrate into the in-

‘terior part of-the earth; and we find in
~moft places, either limeftone, marle, or
_ other nutritive fubftances for i invigorating -
its furface and rendeung it conﬁantly .
prolific. It is likewife from the bowels
. of the earth that we raife copper, lead,

.tm, uon, &c. and coals fox carrying on

the

¥ The reafons why the well. known produé‘xons of '.
our lands are  here pamculanzcd will appcar 0CCan
‘ﬁonally. ' :
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the hazdware manufa&ure and thus find
| Icmp}oyment for another pdrt of the com- -
-munity - equally: valuable, - But the:re-

mark, . which' of ‘all others reqmres our

“clofeft attention, is asfollows s J is by
enltivating the. Jurface and razﬁng s large .
& floré of provifions as poffible; that wé enable
' our laéourem, ﬂganufaﬁurers, and artifts to
Fve comformé{y on the allowed, price t?f their
labour s and thus ;ﬁroceed with ﬂzrzt in their
freﬂaeﬁ‘we occupations, . that. commerce. may
“extend its fzzzls to the great‘gfi d ﬁam'e, and
- foreign nations. be prefvem‘ed from under» “
rjé/lmg Sy

As long as it fhaII continue a mamm

'-m political csconomy, that the moft fub-
~ftantial wealth :of "2 nation muft anfe
~ from expoxtmg articles. of® its own pro-

duce; {o- long ought we- to ftrive with -

vigour that our lands’ may, if poffible,
~furnifh an over plus in every article of ne-
~ ceffity and convenience, and that'we ex-

- port each of them, after we have exer ted
all the labour they ftand in need of pre- .
vious to their confumption : but not to
export any thing in its raw fate, if it
SR R R T R

?'(“9 )

can be avoided.  Let us likewife import
in their raw ﬁate rand that only, if we
can, all the articles we really want, and
cannot: produce ourfelvcs. We fhall then
find ' the balance: to be conftantly in our
favom, and our manufatures continu- ~
allyin a- thnvmg ftate; efpecially thofe
for which there is the moft regular de-
mand at foreign markets : “provided the
produéhons of ‘the foil are made to in-
creafe in proportion to the thriving flate’
of our manufa&uxes, the number of
perfons employed in them, and the ge-
neral demands of .the kmgdom at large,

“Bat fo far as any negle& in this particu-

lar fhall be permltted to prevall through
the kingdom, or in any part of it the

wvigour of the manufattures will dechne,

~+ other nations underfell us, ‘and we lofe
-our foreign markets, cfpecxallv thofe at
-a diftance. ,

To pxeferve a maxket ‘the artlcles of |
trade muft be of a good quality, be well

‘wrought up, and be moderate uv theii
‘price. They cannot long poflefs the fir/?

of thefe properties, if the materials of
R & - whxch |
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‘which they are compofed be not procured
at a redfonable rate ; -nor the fecond, if
the price: of labour do.not increafe ac-
cording to,the price.of provifions ; .and if
this circumftance take place, it will en-
tirely deftroy the #bird good property ; for

'» a great part at leaft of the add1t1onal>

price of . labour. muft be chatged by the
}manufaé’curer to the merchant, who. will
be obliged to enhance: the price’ of his
.purcha{ed commodmes on the confumer :
- and then——farewell to the market. The

price w111 hkemfe be enhanced if t1mbe1,

"cordage, &c. for bu1ld1ng thips of burden,
 become dear; which muft ever be,the

cafe, ‘when aguculture and plantmg are
“not clofely attended to. oy
- If, on the other hand, the manufac-
“turer be determined to difpofe of his goods
- to the:merchant at a moderate price, ei-
. ther they muft be of an inferior quality,

g and not have fo much labour beftow-

ed on them, or he muft keep down the

wages of the labouring poor, however

dear the neceffaries of life may be, thro’
“the We1 ght of our taxes and other ciréum-
- " ftances.

()

ﬁances. If he ‘aéts' in the former line of"_‘

' conda&, the fatal effects of fuch'a pro~

cedure in promotmg a decline of foreign

trade, W1ll be the fame as that anﬁng R

from an’ advance of pnce. if, in the{
latter, the poor w111 emlgtate, and not

‘only fubtract from the | nat10nal wealth,
~ but enrich’ other’ countr1es by their arts

and 1nduf’cry ;. or they will rrot ‘or be-
comé a moft heavy burden on' landed
property, whlle ‘the manufa&ures will
be fo 1mpeded as not to be duly and fea-
fonably prepared for: ﬁndlng their way to
any Pproper. market. Yet, in ‘the meant
time, - taxes muft contmue, that ‘the
fprmgs of government may be’ kept in
motion ; although there muft neceffarily
be a decreafe in the value of lands and the
rental of them, ‘towards the payment of

© the taxes : forelcrn markets, where here-
~ tofore we ‘had ﬁ ee accefs, we fhall not be

able to command ; and ¢ let our ene-f
mres tell the reft Wlth pleaﬁlre. |

The grand preventatwe of thefe ev1ls'

' feems to bethis : let government intere®

felf in. encouraging, - by. all poffible -
. Ca2 ' means,
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.means, the improving our lands of evexy

defcription : this will incline the ndbxhty
and gentlemen ot landed property to imi-
tate fo laudable an example for, A what-

¢ ever receives moft encouragement from

¢ the ftate, is fure moft to profper;’ and
agmculture, of all other modes of wealth,

feems, in its own nature, to ftand i in moft‘
need.of encouragement from the ftate:
its rewards, though equally fure and al-
ways more permanent, are neverthelefs" |

more out of fight, do not appear to flow

in fo rapid or fo large a current as thofe |
arifing from commerce. However, it

may be remarked here, that the body po-

litick of England refembles one of its oaks,
the ftrength and glory of our ‘nation ;.

agrxculture may be compared to the root

~ from whence the trunk receives its nou-
- rilhment ; manufatures and commerce
- are.its {preading branches: in propor- .

tion as the root 1ncreafes, though in a
concealed manner, in the earth, will be

" the {’crength and ftability of the tree, and
the flourithing ftate of its branches, which

will extend themfelves from fea to.fea,

B and JSrom the rivers unto the ends of the

earz‘b

( 13 ) D
earth ; according to the bold and bedutis .
ful metaphor chofen by the infpired edft:

ern poet to illuftrate the power and pro{'-

pcnty of the Jewﬁh na;tx;on.

From the warnx emcoumgcment whxch

'ought to be given by the legiflature to

fpirited undertakings. in hufbandr Vs we
may hope: not only to confirm the remark
made by foreigners, that « it is aright

¢ attention to agriculture whxch gave rife
“ tg the greatnefs, riches, and power of
¢ England * 2 but to add te it, by.ahs
fervmg, that it tends equally to preferve

- that greatnefs, and reftore it when on a

decline, through a concurrence of un-
towaxd accidents. By no means, ther efore, :
muft we fuffer any foreign nation to gain
the ftart of us, or,to rival us in agricul-
ture: if we do, their manufactures will

“increafe fo as to raife them above the =

want of rhany articles they now purchafe,

_if not to enable them to meet our manu-
faltures on equal, perhaps, better terms,

,at

* Harte’s Effays, p. 47, -
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at thofe maxkets Where we have hxtherto

enjoyed an almoft exclufive privilege -f«
~The above appear to be genelal prin-

61ples in the poht1cal ceconomy of fuch a-
‘commerc1al nation as this ; and to apply
equally to the fitheries on our fea coafts. -
~ ‘That they tend to opexate, as hath been, |
Aaﬁ'erted n this fection, will, perhaps, ap-
| pear more fully from a few hiftorical facts;
if fo, no one will hefitate in granting
| that they call loudly for the - atten-
‘tion of Great Br1ta1n, in its prefent ﬁtu-
atlon. R R

'l‘ That thxs does nat refpe& Ireland, fee Pe 255

‘SECTION II

Z" gﬁs relatzng to t/oe ﬁgﬂzzelzce qf Agrzculture .

,\A i

- on T mde omd Commerce

I—I AT a fpmted huibandry‘ Wlllp
~ fuftain any fhocks lefs than thofe
“of an ear thquake, hurrlcane or deluge is
evident from ‘the gxeat excellence of the

“Flemmgs in the management of their

lands: ¢ We learn from’ hlf’cory, tnat
thefe provmces were cultwated In a man-

ner-much fupenor to the reft of Europe
fo early as their being. firft confiderable

for their woollen manufa&ures, which is 3
_'between ﬁx and feven hundred years ago,

ever fince, the ' Flander huibandzy has

been proverbial; and it is now as famous |
as when the reft of Europe was almoft
covered with marfhes and fandy defarts ;-

this great excellency of their management

has ftood all the attacks of the violent

civil farms in the reign of Philip the
Second, it being the common theatre of

moft
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moft of the wars in Europe,_ from - the
Duke of Parma’s time in 1580, &c. to

2 1748, — Their trade and manuﬂz&'ures |
both fled, but t/Je' mdzf/}ry qf z‘bezr peajémts

never fazlm’ *.

The Dutch, ﬁndmg themfekves 1mpr1~
foned within the boundanes of between

feven and cight millions of acres 4, and

that their territory could produce but

‘Ixttle for their {fupport, were, like other

pri ifoners at. large under the necejﬁty of
accepting {uch a fupply as chance and
thelr part;cu}ar arcumﬂances threw n
their way. What their land could not

do for them, though they made it per~

form as much almoft as pcﬁible, they
fought from their feas, yes, and ours
fikewife ! which ‘proved in the event a
moft excellent fubftitute. = Their ﬁfherxes

‘were to them what our lands were to us,

the grand bafis of rifing profpeuty the

QVCFplllS of the inexhauftible ftores of the |

ocean were given by them in exchange
for the produ&mns of other countries :
| | | | they
- * Marfhall’s Travels, Vol. z. p. 65, 66,

-; Great Britain contains about {'e»ency-»two millions,
4nd Ireland about twenty-five.

( 17 )

they were the or iginal, the neceflary, and

" indeed the moft expedltlous caufes of
" their- becoming maritime ftates and a
_commercial people. In proportion to
- their induftry they increafe in wealth,
which flowed in with an amazmg 1a~'

p1d1ty

The growmg greatnefs of the Umted
States was beheld with the eye of envy
or emulation by nelghbouung kmgdoms.
What Holland did by commerce, thro’
neceﬁity at firft, was eagerly purfued by
others in circumftances very different

‘,ﬁom hers. England and France. {pread
“their fails i in order to paxt1c1pate with the

Dutch in the large mafs of wealth, which
was fuppofed to be the more valuable be-
caufe it was at a great diftance; and both
of them did it to the neglet of their agri-
culture. The eyes of government, in

each kingdom, were dazzléd by the
~ brightnefs of the diftant profpett : every

one was to turn manufaé’cuwr artift, or
melchant not duly confidering that the

people were to eat as well as work, ’till

they found that they could eat, though
: D ‘they
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they idolatroufly worﬂnpped the works
of their own hands, and ¢ bowed down

““ fo the gola’cn m{f fwbzcb tbey bad fet

When Colbért was. ﬁeefing"the helm
of ftate, the powels of his mind We1e

- extended in giving, not a regulated "but

a free and unlicenfed fcope to the opem—-
tion of manufaétures : he faw, in imagi-
nation, the future g1andeu1 and domi-

nion of his country; he animated the
‘merchants and txadcfmen throughout the

kingdom with his own {pirit :  every
thing flourithed for a while equal to his
Wlfhes ‘and in fome refpects beyond his
fanguine expectations: when lo! in the
midft of that elaftic fprightlinefs {o cha-
racteriftic of his nation, the Frenchman

 {ends for'the prihcipal merchants in Paris,
gayly enquires of them in what manner -

he could farther affift them in promotmO‘
their mtewﬁ, and receives from one of

the oldeft of them this chilling anfwer, |
The ftatefman,

¢« Taiflez vous faire.”
ftrong as were his ablhtles had not fore-

feen how far the operations of trade and
- ‘com-

(,r19 )

~econimerce ‘might extend nor in what
- manner the fhip was-to proceed when all
its fails were crowded, and there was not
- {fufficient ballatt to keep it i’ceady,, in
“other. words, when the firft born child of -
the ftate ¢ was difinberited in order to
- et czdopf trade
- _{oon taught thé mexchants that peafants
_were wanting to provide food for the
" .artifts at the cheapeft rate;
‘could not be done by 1mp01tat1on from.
other countnes, but by ralﬁng 1t in theu
own. |

'Experience, however,

but this

From heholdmg the external pzofperlty

‘of the Dutch, and the {uppofed neceflary

' ;ecaufes of it, their deeply laden merchant-

~_men ; and from the ghtteung appearance

- ofa Spam{h galleon, my much refpeéted
" anceftors became fo infeted . with the
4:§ontag10n of the auri facra fczmes, that
¢ they had all the d1fpoﬁt10ns in the
"« world” to confider their lands as of
[-.-jhttle value in this comparative view : and,
if the minifters of Charles the Second,

with the affiftance of fome few*of deeply

,__penetratmg mﬁght into the real welfaze -

DZ \ S _i-Of
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of the kingdom, had not interefted them-

felves in ftopping the progrefs of the

fever which was {preading almoft uni-
“verfally ; had they not enacted the moft

falutary laws -for-the éh(“:_ourageme’ﬁt: of
tillage; and had not Evelyn in particu-

lar, by his ¢ Terra, or Phllofophlca}
"¢« Difcourfle on Earth » ‘and his ¢ Trea-
< tife on Foreft Trees*,” preferved num-
bers: from the infection, or recoveréd
‘them in the infancy of ‘its ‘attack; ‘it is
“impoffible to conceive What ravages it
might have made on. the health and

ftrength of the polmcal conﬁltutmn of

'England

‘But notwﬁhﬂandmg the good eﬂ'e&s

of their efforts, and the happy ‘confe-

‘quences of their agrauan laws, yet fe-

~ veral millions of acres once under tillage,

wete, for the reafon already mentioned,

- fuffered to return to thelr original- frate :

nay, fome of them continue fo to this

day, although it is well known now, and

B pro-

* A moft elegant edition of this work has been lately .

publithed by Dr. Hunter, of York.
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probably was. not unknown then, -that

the beavieft- wheat is raifed in the drieft and

higheft.countries *.. This®is; mentioned

in-order to- aflign the chief :reafon why

many hills; * downs, ' and -moors; - once

‘under tillage, are nowa meer wafte ; and

to obliterate the miftaken notion that

‘thefe lands:did not :pay the expence thén,

and confequently will not zow : theyever

~did compenfate, till we heard of Mexico,

Peru, &c. and of the-methods of gaining

‘an’abundance on a fudden by trade and
-commerce... : Howegver, ' it does not break
-myheart to reflect, that, .in our prefent
| '~C1rcumﬁances, we ‘have fo much ‘wafte
'gmunfd remaining, becaufé her by we have

‘mote internal refoulces than we nght
‘have thought of =

“The. avzdlty of gain is ve:y apt’ to gam

firm hold of the human heart, and there-
by to ‘blind the Judgment of the wifeft
‘men {o far, as fometimes’ to prevent them
from proﬁtm(f by the expemencc of paft
| ’ages and’ Iookmg forwaxd into the pro-

¢ bable

# Young’s-Tour to Irélan;l_; vol. 2. p. 294.
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‘bable eﬁ'efts of prefent plans on the fu<
ture welfare of the kingdom. Witnefs
the injurious fyﬁem lately adopted in Ire-
land, through ‘the unlimited encourage-
ment given to ‘the lmen manufacture.
_ Never did a legiflature more fully prove

in polmcal difcuffions, what Horace had

‘obferved to be true in moi’c concerns of
'human life; FENENS

"Eft modus i in rebus, funt certi demque fines
ons ultra citraque, nequ1t confiftere re&um

For, among other caufes juftly alledged

, by a very able inveftigator into the confe-
‘quences of political tranfactions, is men~
tioned, < the mode of conducting the
-« linen manufature, which, by fpread-
e ing over all the north, has annihilated
¢« agriculture throughout a fourth part

“ of the kmgdom, and taken from a

-« great and ﬂoumfhmg manufaéture the
o ufual effect of being an encouragement

¢’ 1O every | ‘branch of hu{bandry *” And,

‘becaudfe promotmg that manufa&me in
{uch an impolitic method was not fuﬁi-

'cxent in itfelf to retard the profpemty of
| thc .

~* Tour fo Ire’iand,v vol. 2. p. 370.

(2

the kingdom there muft needs take placé

certain prohibitory laws againft emigra-
tion : pxov1ﬁons became dear, the Roman
Catholick hufbandmen‘had but little em-
ployment, and none muft emigrate ; fome
of them rioted. The Proteflant manu-
falturers alfo fuppofed that ftarving in
the midft of full employment would be
rather difagreeable, and that the neceffa-

' ries of life ought to be ready for them to-

purchafe at a moderate price, as foon as
they received their wages : but this was
not to be effected ; becaufe a great parg
of the prov1ﬁons were to be br ought from
diftant parts of the kmgdom fome of
thefe alfo clamoured and rioted. - Had
agncultme been promoted, if part of the
national bounty had been granted to im-
provements in it, which were appropriated.
folely to the linen manufacture; both
would ‘have flourithed, the latter to an
extent far fur paﬁing what it has ever ef-
feted : emigration and riots Would have
been the laft things ferlouﬂy thought of.

: Every government, therefore, will pro-

‘ceed on fure grounds, wheuvlt animates

hui-
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i huibandx y to the u‘cmoi’c poﬁlble exertions,
- Manufactures will make their own way ;-

fometimes with, too much {pirit at firft,
“if the leg1ﬂatme fhould fuffer. them, to

prevaxl over thelr fofter parent; or, rather,

if it do not give to hufbandry a vigour
~equal to that which the trading part of-
' mankmd are ever 1eady to beftow on their
~ favourite obje¢t. 'When neither fcale pre-
- »ponderates, then only can we hope to re-
ceive  a chearful welcome at former

markers and gain accefs to new ones. -

If this {hort view of paft tranfa&rons
require any aﬁi(’tance for anfwering the

purpofe of this eflay, the followmg quo-
fation fhould be attend dto.

e Some of om maxkf-’ts azé Toft, others' |
‘s :&,s.e rendered difficul of accefs ; Ire-

< land, without a proportlonate load of

¢ national debt, will meet our manu-
“ facturers of wool at home and at fo- -
‘A"‘A'-:;ewn malkets and evety one who is

;"‘k“‘accuilombd to commercial quefhons

e knows that ope third, at leaft, of the

RS va\hie of "evefy pfrece‘ o,f‘good‘siﬁrrifhed

« in-this 'nation arifes from taxes; per=

“ “haps! tonﬁd»rably more. Thls is the"
< weight - that our manufatures: of all

« kinds ‘have long exifted under. It

™ operates as fo much duty on the ex-

¢ portation of them. -

On this quotat:on two remarks may B

be made.v

L Out of regard to my native coun-
' try, 1 thould rejoice 10 fee the time when

Ireland fhall effeét what is above afferted;

~being fully convinced that when the two
kingdoms become competltoxs in manu-
" faé’cures, cma’uc‘i‘t’d on the general prmcip/es
“already laid- down, thcy will be united to-
‘gether by ties of the frongeft obhgatlon
‘and amity, will be mutdal ffiftants in
“the fupport of their moft effential inter-
‘efts, and raife both the kmgdoms above
- ~the power of our enemies to injure either
“of us. Different countries rivaling ‘one
“another in trade is always produ&we of
general benefit to the community : It ex-

cites induftry, invention, and {kill, and

~ keeps a market open. The effe® will be

- the fame in laxger foc1etles, when under ._

~ the fame government, and enJoymg the =
au E . {ame
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fame advantages. - The continual emula-

tion of the United States of Holland is
the fource ‘of their common emolu-—
_ ment = 2

1I. Ainong the various ‘methods of

lowering the price of labour mentioned
by this very ingenious writer, there isone

which, perhaps, * he has not mentioned,

namely; mcreaﬁng the produ&mns of the

earth, which, it may poflibly appear as

we proceed may. be cffe¢ted one fifth

part more than hath hltherto been done :

this, if thrown into the favomable fcale .

for the more eafy fubfiftence of the manu-

faturers, would reduce the burden or

duty of one third now laid by taxes on

_every piece of finifhed goods to about one
tenth duty or burden ; {o that every yard,

~&c. which cannot now be exported for
lefs than two fhillings and eight-pence,
(inftead of two fhillings, if there were no
~taxes,) may then be fold at foxelgn
‘markets under two thillings and two-
| pence

¥ 1 havc feen only an extra& from the pamphlet in thev '

Monthly Review,

(27)

petice halfpenny, or twenty per cent.
cheaper, if neceflary. If this be not of
national importancel know not what is :
and I rather mention this method of

loweung the price of labour, becaufe all
~ other modes of doing it to any confider-
able advantage by the invention of ma-
chines; &c. for expediting the work,

feem to have been carried nearly as far as,

| poﬁible.

From the above recital of falts, it

appears, that the legiflature has ever
been in fome danger of falling into an

injurious deﬁc1ence of conduét with re-
gard to the ‘true fpmt of hufbandry.
How far the fubjett is interefting to

us in our pxefent ﬁtuatlon “may be, :

feen mn
SECTION III. :
Prcjént State of Great Britain. *Inguzrzes
: recommended

INCE the laft mentloned authox‘:
wrote his pamphlet on the plan of

ﬂmrtemng the price of labour, the ng-.

Ez2 txonal
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" tional debt, whlch has . been long oper-

ating as a flow fever, is fo increafed as
~ to difcover - fymptomsv of malignancy :

taxes.- have accumulated, to make one

fufpe& a complication . of diforders ; all
of them rendering the cafe the more dan-
gerous ; ‘but heaven farbid that we fhould
.any of us, refemble a nurfe grown callous
by cuftom and conftant attendance on
patients feized with the fmall-pox of the
‘cmg/luent kind ; who looks with indiffer-
‘ence on the mzllzam and millions of er up-
tions difcovering themfelves on the fur-

face of the body, and refle&s within her-
felf, that « fince there are fo many al-

e ‘ready, and it cannot be helped a few
« millions more will not make any great
-« difference :” neither thould our- regard
for our country fuffer us to fall into
defpair ; and, like dutlful and aife&xon—-

ate children, lament, in filence, over our
“much refpetted parent’s diffolution, hur-

rying ourfelves into a conviétion that it
muft fhortly be inevitable. Would it
“not be more advifable to apply unto the
moft fkilful and humane among  our
5ﬁatc phyﬁcxans, thofe who, content with

. , fees
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fees proportlonable to the circumftances

~of the patient, would readily, and with

a proper feeling, confult on the cafe,
fearch for and prefcribe the moft falutary
medicines in the materia politica, which

~may enable the fufferer to ftruggle with
“the diforder, may give it a favourable
turn, bring the almoft innumerable erup- -
- tions to a. plopex crifis, and in due time
reftore the patient, if poffible, to her
wonted health and ﬁrengthP An be-

‘morrbage in any ftage, and efpecially in
the height of fuch a diforder, is confefled-

ly a bad {fymptom. ‘However, . we.are.
not to defpair ;. fomethmg muft be at-
" tempted, and that immediately. One of
the moft eftablifhed remedies is that,

whxch with all deference, 18 recommend-
ed in this cﬁ'ay

Since it has happened in the courfe of

\ human events, that . th:s natlon does not
poﬁ'efs {o large an extent of terntoxy as it -
 lately did, ought it not to be among the
- firft of our enquiries, whether the lands
which it ftill poflefles cannot be render red

more fertile, and capable of fupplying.

| - | . . . the
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\tfxe inhabitants of every defcription, par-

ticularly hufbandmen and manufacturers,

with {ufficient food and employment-
and lend their aid towards paying the
“taxes, and leffening the Ioad of the na—
tional debt? . B L

We have feen the grand caufes by'l

whlch Holland arofe fo fpeedlly to be-
come a maritime, commercial, and power-
ful people. . Imagine the fcene ‘changed
in that country; and let us make th1s'
, fuppoﬁtlon if Holland, from a too ea-

ger defire after the. wealth of dlﬁ:ant

countries, fhould remit in its ftri& at-
~ tention to the produce of her fitheries ;
or, if by any unlucky event, fhe fhould
lofe any confiderable part of them ; what,
according to every principle of common
, prudence, would be her wifeft courfe ?

Certamly to apply with double diligence;

in order to obtain the greateft pofiible
produce from thofe the is ftill in poflef-
fion of : or, fhould fhe find her taxes fe-
verely burdenfome, and her national debt
- increafing through luxury and a love of
| pleafure, ‘would. Ihe act wifely in looking

above,

’ N
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above, even the moft mfemor part of th‘lt.

fource from whence fhe firft derived hec
_national importance ; becaufe it may now
appear too mean and laborious an em-

ployment, and becaufe its ‘profits may

‘not appear to come in with a rapidity

equal to that eagernefs for large gains,

’thch 1s ‘always the ‘concomitant of

former opulence, luxury, and grandeur ?

If this fuppofed inftance -be applied to
~Great Britain, it may not, in any eminent

degree, be to her credit.
The inquiry . propo{éd in this feéhon,

“adverts to moft of the productions of our

own foil ; particularly oak, hemp, mad-

~‘der, and grain; and will be attended

‘with circumftances of pain and pleafure ;
of pam, while we are looking into
“their prefent ftate ; of pleafure, by look-
'ing forward to the advances which may
‘be made in them, by futuxe pludencc

" and induftr y

Oczk tmd Hemp

Although thefe articles of Enghfh

growth are cqual, 1f not {upers ior to any

]n-
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in the world, yet a provident care has
not been taken for their increafe, accord-.
" ing to that increafe of our ‘navy which
hath regulaﬂy taken plaec ever fince we

became a maritime power, and whlch in

~all probabxhty, muft be increafed in near-
~ly a duplicate | ratio to what it ever did in
any equally given period of time before ;.

if we would expeét to preferve that deter-
mined fuperiority fo long envied us, or

- even fupport our independence. It
greatly-grieves one to think that we muft
pay Ruffia fome hundreds of thoufands
annually for berp, and fo needlefsly rely
“on the precarious tenure'of a treaty with
that rifing and afpiring empire, when we -

ought not to have had the leaft occafion,

~of .applying to any people for an article
fo neceflary to-us, and fo eafily to be cul-
" tivated : for a confidérable part of our .
wafte lands are well adapted to the .

zrowth of bemp, which ftands but in little

" need of the i’ceicorary, and would gladly'

glve the preference to good tillage.

- Here, therefore, Tet it be partlcularly.‘
notlced that if i it were once the beft of

pohcy - |

sy

| pohcy to encourage for our ufe in the’
' American colonies, the growth of all the'
- commodities we 1mport from Ruffia; how:
‘much more neceflary is it for'us to en~

'courage the growth of them in our own

| countryP It would be madnefs now to

omit it any, longer, even though govem-
ment was to be at' ‘fome ¢onfiderable ex-

pence at firft in promoting the important
work. The- expenditure would" not. go

rrrrr

out of England asit now doés to purchafe .
hemp of Ruffia ; ‘but would' find fubﬁf’c-,
_ence for' many - ‘of our poor “and

o« tradmg nation fhould never ‘tegret part-»

<« ing with its money” (efpecially at'’home)

< when fhe therebyadds to her mduf’try* i
-« In falt it is only’ Iendmg money at the -
 beft intereft with a celtamry of payment,

~ or rather placing it in the beﬂ: of - funds,

the LAND of England. SN ’

- This fubjeé’c thelefoxe, earneﬁly foh- -
cits the fupport of the ftate to give it a
proper vigour, for I am infor med that the

| cand1dates for the hbexal plemlums of-
| o ._ F e fered |

* Marihall’s ’I‘ravels,\ vol. 2. P :14. E G
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fered by the Honourable Society of A1ts,

Manufa&ules, &c. to encouxage the

growth Of ‘hemp, have been very few, or
next to none* o e ,

Madder.’, g H

WHEN our woollen and hnen manu-
fa&ures are’ m a ﬂouu{hmg ftate, ._the
Dutch call on us for upwards of two

“hundred thoufand pounds. per annum -,

for the fale of this root cultivated and
prepared in their {mall temtorv ; a root
once the common ploduce of England
when we poiTeﬁ'ed their patience of in-
duftry, and for which we could find am-
ple room, 1f our wafte lands were. ref’rox-'
ed to corn, or 1mproved by natural or

* artificial grafles,

It 18 part1cularly neceﬁ'aty to extend'
our 1nqu1r1es to. | o .

- Grain.

L For the reafons of the htt“le'eﬁ'e& of premlums, fee
my Appendlx Paflim, partlcularly P- 23, 10 P 29.

4 Complete Englith Farmer, p. 408. .
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G’rdm

ON a Ju{’c calculatmn +. of the produce.
for nine years together, it appears,  that

-although the exports of this kingdom at

lar ge; have ufually more or lefs exceeded

. our 1mports ; yet, with regard to corn,
,’ our exports have fallen fhort of the im-
_ports’ to the
xf amount. -

followmg dxfagleeableﬁ,

_Total and average of grain exported
and 1mp01ted from the year 1770 to. 1779
mcluﬁve ’

Szgtan‘em. - Quarters.

Jmported 4,953,627 SH 550,403
I)xported 1,913, 373§Ave1age, {212 597
3,049,254 337,806

- In proportion of more than two quar-.
ters and an halfi mmported for every quarter
exportcd ' : :

~ The average pnce of gram in O“eneral
during that perlod was one pound nine
thillings per quarter., |

Fa2 - The

1 Made from the Cuﬂ.om hoafe regxﬁer by oxdex of the

“Houfe of Commons.
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The following are the average fums we

paid for corn 1mperted annually, and re-

ceived for corn exported, ‘after dedutting

the duties - 1ece1ved on the former, and

- the bounties and drawbacks pald on the
Clatter. - ot S

i A i
Paid annuallv forcormmpox ted 790,249 4°2%
—— exported. 252 oIr 7 0

- Average balance agam& us, 538, 237 1723

It may alfo be obferved, that when the

average prlce of corn in England wasone
~ pound nine fhillings, we paid for thedif-

ference of the imports:above. the exports,
nearly one ‘pound twelve fhillings per
~quarter.
~imports were two thirds more than the.
_~exp01ts, and as to oats upwards of nine

With regard to wheat, the

times as much.
From whatever caufe or combination

.of caufes, this generally unfufpected dif-
ference mayhave arifen, nay, although the

chief of them might not have been una-

vo1dable, they will ‘not be fcrutinized

here. T he talk would ’be more difagree-
U able

o
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able than difficult; and it will be more

_ to the purpofe to obferve, that if ourlands

had been encouraged to produce fucha

~ quantity of corn as to have rendered the

exports equal to the imports, there would

‘have been a faving to the kingdom of

more than half a m1llxon annually.

Letit be fufﬁment to glve one caution ;

\ﬁnce the: difference in our disfavour did -
not arife fo much from bad feafons as

from the mtemperature of the polmcal at-

'mofphere, truft no longer to'the appear-
~ ances of good condu, or of plenty, dif~
| playmg itfelf in large manfs ons, mpzz‘al

cities; and a few trading towns; nor trifle

any longer with thofe real refources with

~ which bountiful nature has ‘blefled our
highly diftinguifhed ifland.. The Roman
politician, quoted in the title page, a man

of the moft enlarged mind, judged of the .
power of the empire from much more ex-

- tenfive views : he formed his 1dea of the

power of the ftate from the appearance of
profperity among the farms, v1llages, and

- diftant difkri€s; er agris et urbibus et natio-
- nibus: he laid the foundatlonof the Roman

grand-
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‘grandeur in the cultivation of the lands.

A kingdom may not feel any ill effeéts

~:from the prodxgahty of a few private in-

 dividuals;:

- of fuch a conduét, when found in higher

ranks, and among perfons of a more
public charaer

miniftry, lavith of the public. money, and

Iet alone to ring their changes on our In-
ternal refources, till the ftrength of the
: kmgdom is fo far exhaufted that they can
‘RO more operate to’ any good effe® than
‘the beft reftoratives on a perfon n the laft
flage of a coniumptxon

' No lefs could be faid by any one whn

_earefully confiders the piefent frate of

“Great Britain, as fo its finances, &c: &c.

and it cannot at any time be unfeafonable

to bring the good people of Great Britain |

~to a fedate i mquuy into their real fitua-

‘moft hkely methoda of recalling us into
8 ' | the

non or-to pomt out vvhele theu danger’
and their fecurity lie, and what are the

‘it may- withftand for a confr-
‘derable time, ' the more baneful influence

but it cannot 1ong’

withftand the. depxedatlons of a prodigal . demands

/trade than thelr own pxofeﬂion

( 39 )y
the path which-leads to the reﬂorataon of,
national, Mtrength and profpemty

From the i nnagmary wants vchlch our,
national’ manners are contmually creat-. .
ing, every perfon, ‘employed in fupplying
them forthofe who fuppofe themfelves.
unhappy unlefs they are indulged, wiil'
be. fufﬁcxently difpofed to advance in his
in coniequence of. his Pprocur-
ing WhatCVCL is fancied to be effentxally
zeqmﬁte to human fehc1ty Hence it 1§,

‘that the wages of the artift are from.
‘double to five. tlmes as much as thofe of

the hu{bandman Wthh i1s one reafon

'why fuch numbers are continually defert-

ing the Vlllages of thelr fore- -fathers and
ﬂockmg 1nto towns the parents, hkerfe,.
whether day labomels or, frnall farmers,

| by frequent;ng market-towns ‘much more

than ufual,. have gained fome ldea that a
bettel educatlon might. prove advanta-
geous to their children ; and, with this
1dea,, havmg united a ﬂlIer fufplmon ‘
that greater profits are to be derived from
]ook

fhowy
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fhowy appeaxance of town’s- people ; and
bring up their children to any other em-
- ployment than that of hufbandry: a cir-
- cumftance which I'am forry to fay is every’
~day mcreaﬁng, at leaft in this part of the

klngdom Some remedy fox thls i1s at

~ hand. -

Thofe boys ‘who become in  their in-
fancy a ‘parifh charge, thould be brought
up to works of hufbandry : they begin to

be ufeful in this bufinefs as early as m

any other : inured in their youth to cold,

_heat and hard labour, they grow up to
. be fome of the moft ufeful membei's of
focrety Tofee a young, well-made fel-

low, or rather one who might have been

‘well made, in a loom ‘where a woman )
- will generally earn as much, what a fight,

what a perverﬁon of mafcuhne ftrength !

" women can bear conﬁnement and a do-

meftic l1fe much better than men ‘not to
mention that however numerous the fa-
milies of hu{bandmen may be, their man-

‘ners, the nature of their employment
their habltudes, in- fhort every circum-

ftance relatwe to them, prevent them,

gene— ’
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genelally fpeakmg, from becornmg fo
foon or {o heavy a charge on the parifh

as manufaé’curérs “that is, not fuch a
drawback from the nat10na1 wealth

~ Let not this be thought a fubye& too
incotifiderable for public attention : it
wotild not have been deemed fo, a few
centuries back when the favmg of pence
was regarded but the ﬁght of our moft
facred Majefty’s countenance on gom’ has
become of late fo familiar, and we have
treated it with fo little regard ; ndy, Bri-
tannia herfelf, when engraved as thewarer

mark on the niof flimfy of all fubftances,
_for the continued fupport of national

power; certain’ preces of paper v with this

) 1nfcupt10n PAY TO THE ORDER OF; &

that, unlefs great care is taken, we thall
find ourfelves under the neceﬁity of pay-
ing fomewhat mor¢ 1efpe& to both' their

kauguft 1mpreiﬁons, even on the copper

eom

1In fa&, the fubject is very far from
bemg of a trifling nature ; for, could an
exact table be formed- of the fams paid by
dn‘ferent parﬂhes to. huibandmen and their
= G - - fa-
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f:muhes compaled with the char’gcs of
manufaturers, in proportion to the
number of the labourers in. each clafb .
were an eftimate taken of the quantity of

the labour performed by each s perhaps
the balance would be found to amount to

above a million annually, a drawback

from the ptoﬁts of the lands caufed by

the intemperance of the manufaGurer S5
efpecially in the unbounded ufe of fpmtu-,

ous hquozs *.

" If the - ﬁrength of a kmgdom conﬁﬁed

in the quantity of jj)ecze it poflefied, Spain
would have been one of the moft power-

ful kmgdoms in Europe; but the finds
the contrary ; fhe begins to fee the fallacy_ |
of her fpeculanons concemmg the real

value.'

3

"#* It may be récommended to the Qverfeer's, &c. to in-.

fert in their regifter of paupers, not only the names, but

the occupatxons, ages, number of perfons in the family,
how long and‘to what amount they became chargeable, -

Wlth the apparent caufes of it,

"This would be attended with but little additional
- trouble, and would be produ&ive of many falutary ef-
T fe@s: it would fhame many out of their prefent indolent

and vicious courfes, and prevent them from being fo bold

and frequent in their application for parith fupport. i
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_value of South America ; fhe is returning

to the only.infallible method of obtaxmng

permanent’ opulence and power, namely,

that which arifes from the /ndufiry of the

_inhabitants : fhe is cultivating her lands
~-and- mcreaﬁng her manufactures. 'The
~conqueft of Mexico by Spain, fubdued

Spain by undermining her : internal

‘ ftrength, which was gradually wafting
\4 away through indolence and inaion: fo

true is the obfervatzon made by one of our
countrymen, | above a cenmsy back ;

¢ the 1mprov1ng a kingdom in matter <}f
“ hufbandry, is better than conquering
““ anew km(rdom *”  Andif the gover-

‘nors of every ftate knew what they would

be at, they would think fo too; and would
find it no bad policy to beat their f‘woz‘("s
into plowfhares and their [pears into prum-
ing -hooks : however, tiil that happy time

“arrives, now under the diretion of in=
{pired prophecy, which is leading it for-

ward by gradual advances, Great Britain

- will ever find, that her beft &rength, and
- trueft pghcy, li¢ in feduloufly a&tendmy

G2 . - to

* Hartlib’s Legacy, p. 42. an. 1955,
/ : - N

-
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to the bount1es whlch kind nature has af-

forded her in her territories.  This. will

firengthen her finews for war during the
intervals of peace; for it is indifputable,

‘that whatever raifes a kingdom at firft

to. power and profpeuty muft  be : the

iRENOVATOR of it in a temporary de-
mchne SR

Recur,' therefore, ._ my dear country-—

men, to firft principles, to the caufes of
your rife. Your encouragements are
‘moft animating; addltlonal to your land-

ed pofleffions, ye have, in your fea coafts,

a fource of wealth equal to the Dutch ;
and where “is - the Euxopean kmgdom
whlch can boaft of both thefe, and fo

many other advantages, in equal perfec-
tion, for paying taxes, lefTenmg a na-
tional debt, promotmg populatlon, and
pz eventmg emlgratlon P ,

SEC-.

(45 )
s ,E%c TION: IV,
E;zcoumgements. |

ROM the pr1nc1p1es already laid

- down, it appears, that an addi-
tional capital may be raifed from the ter-
‘ritory, for the purpofes of trade and
‘commerce. Land- OwWners may likewife
‘create to themfelves a new income of
from five to ten per cent. on monies ex-
pended in inclofing and i improving wafte
lands. Faéts prove this in every part of -
_our ifland where the expence has been
condu&ed with judgment.

The foil, the extent of terutory, the

“infular fituation of Great Britain, are

exceedingly . favourable to = improve- -
ments : the fame may be faid, with a very
little ref’cnéhon, concemmg our fifter
kmgdom. o

~ Great Britain may juf’cly be compared
“to the land of Canaan, which was not in
itfelf like Egypt fo fertile from the over- -
flowing of the river Nile, as almoft to fu-_-

perfede
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- perfede the necefﬁty of mdui’cry and {kilf,
‘nor yet {o barren as to be a bar againft it ;

>

but poffefled that happy medium which a-
nimatesthecultivator, byinfuring: areward

‘adequate to his exertions ; that happy me-
dium’ which finds contmual employment
for the labourer moft conducive to health,
populatlon and plofpeuty < For the
‘ Lord thy God bringeth thee into q GooD
" land—wbhere thou ﬂ:alz‘ eat bread wzz‘/aout
\“ /carcezzqﬁ a land ‘whofe jio?zes are irom,
< and out of ‘wbojé hills thou mayet dig
< brafs.——Not as the land of Egypr from
“ _w/oeizce z/wu mmeﬁ out, where thou fowedft
“ thy fem’ and wateredyt it with thy foot, as
g frczm’m of berbs s but o lzma’ of bzlls amf

o UK’[&’S, and dr zr/”efb water of the rain of

¢ beaven *, &) —wlmpxoved by conti-

srual plowm “and expoﬁng the foxl tol ~

: ‘shc mﬁuence of the atmofphere.

If our modern traveI!ers -f~ had all of
‘them chofen to have made thcmfélve< ac-
quam*ted with the true fpmt of this ac-
count of Palef’cme, in 1ts anc1ent ftate of

hlgh

’ * Deut. viii. 8, &e. chap xi. 10, ¥1, &,
+ Meflrs. Voltaﬂ'e, &e.

)

high culnvatlon the world would pmb% |
~ ably have been-deprived of the remarks
which they have now made on its prefent:
’rude ftate; and what a lofs would this:
have been unto- us, as their hvdy and -
{pirited . ‘obfervations were written, no
doubt, with the benevolent defign of in-:
creafing the hope and comfort .of Chrif-
tendom, under the unavoidable difap-
pomtments of the pxefent life, by endea-
vouring to prove that annquated writer,
Mofes, a liar, and the {Iacred Wntmgs a

fabLe. :

The hlf’cozy of all natlons has mformed;

us, that thofe countnes which afford at

firft view no promifing appearances of fer-

tility in a ftate of nature, where the in-

habitants find fome difficulty at - firft o
gain a fubfiftence, and which require no
fmall degree of labour in the manage-T

ment of the foﬂ prove, in time, the
moft populous, are moft blefled with

fruitful autumns, abound moft i in cattle
~and all the real comforts of life, and, n

evcry refpect, become the moft Hourifh-

ing and powerful “ A fmgle unculti-
S - vated

s RN
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« wvated acre is a real phyﬁcal evil in dny
;“ ftate.” . For my own part, T would ra-

ther undertake the cultivation of thofe
, lands which have not had & furrow made
'~ in them for a céntury paft, than be tor-
mented with fuch as are filled with weeds

from a long contmued mxfmanagement.

Conccrnmg England it is aﬁ'exted that", -
it originally produced nothmg but floes;
and William of Malme{bury thus writes

of the foil around the city. of Exeter 3

« The ground about 1s wét and ﬁlthy,g
« and will fcarce bear a crop of bad

¢ oats, often yielding empty ears with-

< out grain *.” What will not 1mprove-{
ments effect on bad foﬂs when moft of
‘the - ground ‘which énvirons that city
would now rent at thirt§ fhllhng an acre,

even were ‘each acre at the- dli’cance of teny

- miles from any conﬁderable market-'

“town !

| Such is the tempe1 ature of our chmate,
and fo ftrong is the power of vegetatmn

- when called forth into aftion, that it hath
excited the admiration of foreigriers When’
| | they“

* Camder’s Britannia, vol, 1. p. 39.

~ the number of its agucultural focietiesy;
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they have beheld the growth of our crops

and plantations : yet, if we were to judge -

of the hufbandry -of the kingdom from

and the liberal premiums 'offered by them,

thh their fuppofed effecs ; or from what
is difcermable in the neighbouxhood of .

~ capital cities ; or from the gigantic ad-

-

‘vances of a few noblemen and gentlemen
of a traly patriotic {'pmt it might indeed

be fuppoied that England ] has neaxly per-
formed its utmoft. But I rejoice that this

is very far from being the cafe. Agu—
culture, as to the partxcular part of it; 1s
as yet but in its 1nfancy However, from

\ the laudable exertions lately made on our

wa{’ces, one may Ventuxe to affert that
there is fcarce an acre of ground if not
pelfeé‘cly bairen by nature or fituation,

which may not be bzought amply to re-

‘pay the improver, either by drammg,

tillage, or planting ; provided the expences
attendm«r the cultivation do noz‘ exceed the

- natural powers of the foil, and its internal

capaczz‘y of produﬁ‘zon %5 and 1f the lands.

be afterwards let on an 1mpxovmg leafe.
| H S Mr,

* S_ee more on the fubjed in the next fe&ion, '
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- Harte obferves, that this laﬁ circumftance
was the grand fecret of the Flemlfh huf~ |

band1 y.

The b!eekef’c and moﬁ 1oeky lnlls n
Scotland produce firs much more folid in
their timber, = though flower in their
growth, than thofe which are planted in
our r1che1 foils.

. The lands of Great Brltam are com- :

puted at feventy-two. millions of acres ;,
Mr. Eden eftimates the rental of them at
'twenty m1]hons according to Mr. Young,
the average rent of an acre is eleven fhil-
lings and four-pence to the land-owner.

From thefe data, it appears that we have

between thlrty-ﬁve and thirty-fix millions
‘of acres under cultivation ;
dow, paf’cure, or arable: to which add
(wh1ch 1s a great deal too much) twenty
m1111ons for houfes, gardens,
“parks, * lawns, rivers, fwainps' :
“and barren {pots , and there will remain,
at leaft, fixteen millions of acres, nearly
one quarter of the kmgdom, capable of
~ improvement ; though, at prefent, in the
fame ﬁate of nature in which they were

-~

T . found

elther mea-

woods,
roads,

" themfelves 5 yel, |
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“found by ]uhus Ceefar, when he came
over, at a vaft expence, to take a geneml
jurfuey of the lands, &c. of Great Bri-

tain *; for, 1n fact, this was the greateﬁ: -

part. of what he effected. It 1s. to be ob-
ielved here, that the rem‘al of the eﬁates
in cultlvatlon would not amount to any

~ thing like twenty millions of money, were
It not for the 11ght of common annexed to

many of them in the leafe ; fo that in re-
ality the farmels do pay rent for the
wafte lands: a demment to z‘bem, and a

much greater evil to the kmgdom for
-~ reafons ‘which lel be mennoned here-

after.

sroduce three ventals, or fixty millions

~and though I fuipeé’t that farmers feldom

find this to be the cafe with regard to

only a very little more at large in the
fuppoxt which they afford to the millar,

the baker, and the butcher; for 1 fay

H2 - j noe

y . For hls acconm of thf: repm & wb1c1 he }etm ned tg.
hxs_cmployers, the Roman Confuls and Senare, vid,
‘Gomment de Belle Gallico. lib. 4.

Thercultwated lands are fuppofed to.

that they do in the-
~ event, 15 paft a doubt, when conﬁdexed
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nothing here of the profits arifing from
wool, flax, and a long lift of etcetera,

when conﬁdered as art1cles of manufac-i

turers and commerce

1If the Whole lands may be bxought to"

produce one fifth palt more, as they cer-
tainly may, the rentalto the land-owners
will then amount to twenty-four mile
lions, and the produce to the nation, at
‘three rentals, to the additional fum of
twelve millions ; what may not this effect
in the article of taxation, &c. efpec1ally
when all its operation has been exerted in
trading withit! And, if fixteen millions
of acres will not produce th1s, they will
produce nothmg N

But the advantages do not reft hele :
farmers ‘will not only be enabled to keep
a greater number of cattle; but raife

‘each of thofe they rear to a fize almoﬂ:' .
double to what is at pxefent effected by

keepmg them almoﬁ f’catvmg, efpec1ally
the two firft years, on heaths and com-
mons : for when once impeded in their
 free and regular growth from want of

a fuﬂiaent quantity of Wholefome food,

they -
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they wxll never recover their proper fize,

tho’ fed afterwards on the ftr ongei’t lands.
Young frock kept on turnips in the cold
months till they are two years old, fcarcc .
“know théir having pafled through a
~couple of winters. - By a fufficiency of
- 'nouu{hmg food, with an-agreeable va-

riety, the Jands on which they are kept

will ‘be infenfibly improving, the cattle
will Be lefs lable to diforders, and throw

-off -at their death hxdes and {kms, to fay

nothing of the tallow of a far fuperior
‘quality as well as fize; ‘requiring lefs ex- .
‘penfe 11kew1fe in the drefling of them.
They will, in every ref‘pe& yield the
greateft clear profit to the farmer who o
rears them, to the grazier who fattens
them, to the butcher, the tanner, and i i
fa& to the whole commumty for while

. young they muft grow in fome parts of
“the body or other; if kept half frarved,

they will grow un{hapely,‘ and it is a
maxim among. graziers, that the hand-

fomer the cattle the quicker they fatten.

From thefe, and other circamftances, I
am fatisfied as to a quePaon concernmg

whxch Iwae for a long time in doubts -

Whe-
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~whether the farmers themfelves, on am
~ average, .ever gamed ‘a fhilling a-year
- clear -profit by their fuppofed advantage-
ous.right of common? For, as obferved

‘before, the rents of- thelr eftates is raifed

“on this-account : I am, convinced they do
- mot in general; and it is indifpatable that
fhe kingdom has been a very confiderable
;lofer by the wafle, as it is very juftly ﬁyledA
. In every fenfe of the word. It may be

xfuppo{'ed that there are fome few excep-

- tions to tlns general rule . partlcularly
‘where the foil is remarkably good : but it

35 a dlfgrace to common fenfe to fay, that

fuek tands as- thefe fhould be negle&ed .
cfpecxally fince our benign and moft gra-
cious Sovcrugn has condefcended to. grant

the greateft part of h1s. royal forefts to his

pmhampnt : an a&t more beneficial to the’

[,hngdom and a more ammatmg example

~than the laudable one among: the Chinefe

EMPErors;’ who annuaﬂy plow a furrow

with their own hands : - for a precedent -
~ however good, is apt. to lofe its force,
~ when time and cuftom have made it fink
jntoa for,m “but a precedem as bene-
_hfnl as it w uncommon, xcnes to ag-.

- noa

I L
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tion cvely one poﬂeffed of the leaft am«-‘ -

bition or liberality of mind. The beft of

confequcnces may, therefore, be expe&ed

from thé above royal grant,.

“The benefits’ arifing. from fplrlted huf—
bandry, ‘it appears, are fo obvious and

numerous, that they infinitely outweigh'

any objections which may be ftarted a-

~gainft' their being put. into 1mmed1atq

execution. . Incloﬁue bllls have ftood the,

teft of clamom, and convinced thou- )
fands how improperly they aGed in op-
pofing them : let them increafe, or ra-
ther let a- gcnelal 1nclofure bill take place,
and every one will in time 1eap the be-

nefit, < Incloﬁng (fays the great Lin-
nzeus) ¢ is the only means of having any
‘valuable improvements carried- 6n ef-
fetively ; but our landlords and farm-
ers are equally averfe to any expences
‘¢ beyond thofe certain ones of the day,

s

€C

€<

can only be remedied by the legiflative

€<

¢

prietors to inclofe all thelr fields in
¢ fome. fubﬁ(;antlal manner,”  (and the

pre-

which they cannot efcape ; now this

~power, which ought to oblige all pro-



PO SR

(56)

prefcnt watkes hkewxfe) « and 'to énable
< them, at the fame time, to raife their
< rents upon their tenants fufficiently to

« pay g@od interéft for the fams expend-
< ed.:

Mof’c dn‘ﬁcultles When encount&red oqve

‘way, fo it will be with all the 1mped1-» |

ments agam{’c good hu{bandxy, when the
Ieglﬂature is once in earneft to- give all

“poflible vigour to the operanons of inter-

nal refources ar1ﬁng from agrlcultuxe,

‘on the fecondary ones derived from ma-
‘*nufa&ures and commerce.

A The remarks already rnade may pof-\
fibly affift in pointing out the pxoper
~courfe to be purfued | |

* Marfhall’ Travels, vol 2. p. 324

—This meafure would very much
< promote the good huibandly of the
o« kmgdom*’ SRR
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SECTION V.

Methods of Improve&mmﬂ%Eﬁm‘es‘ already

“Cu.’z‘z"v(zz“éd.——f/[/(yie l;mds.

3 URING: the above-mentioned nine
# vyears, the average bounties -and
drawbacks paid on exported corn, and

the duties recewed on the 1mp01ted were :

as follow :

. s.d.

Bount1es &e. paid 24,364 14 ©

Avexage %Du_tles received 7,924 2 3%

16,440 11 8%

Whether '[hlS annual fum in our dif-
favour beapart of the 538,237 17 23 %
or not, is not fo very material ; neither
would it have been mentioned, were it

not to hint at an illicit practice of fome

corn-factors and merchants in exporting’
our corn, recelving the beneficial bounty,
and then importing it as foreign : this is
decelvmo the leglﬂatme, and cheatmg‘

g6
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the nation. However, it appears, that

- the do&rine of exportation 1s fo well un-

derftood, and the good effets are fo ge-
nexally acknowledged thxoughout the

~kingdom, that there feems lefs reafon
‘why government fhould allow fo large a
bounty on it, or lay fo fmall a duty on

importation as formerly; becaufe they
are now become articles of commerce,

‘which, as before obferved, will always

make their own way. Would it not,
thercfoxe, ‘be more proper, at leaft for

fome time, to transfer part of the bounty
“allowed on exportation, to the encourage-
‘ment of our wafte lands? Corn-factors
‘who makea trade of grain, pretty well

know, by long cuftom, where to find a
foreign port; and would export on their
own account : while this transfer of the

bounty would prove a ftimulus to the
farmer to raife more corn; and there is
not the leaft danger of their not findinga

marketfori it at home. T Themanufatturers,

likewife, can fuﬁ‘lcently inform us how
“neceffary it is that provifions be rendered
~as cheap as poffible to their labourers, n
- order to make them contented with their

pre-
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‘prefent wages, and prevent them from

thinking of emigrations |

This transfer of the bounty 1s pro-

pofed on the fuppoﬁnon that it may not |

be thought eligible in the prefent ftate of

finarces, to grant an addxt;onal
boult} for mc!oﬁng and i zmprovmg wafte
lands: which, however, would moft cer-

tainly anfwer the beft of purpofes if
‘adopted | | C

The prefent pmvalhng | cuﬁom of

| throwmg feveral fimall farms tcgether, in

order to {ave trouble and uncertainty n

receiving the rent, is become an- evil of

{o enormous a magnitude, that, in many
inftances, it is out of all proportion; it

is the fureft method which can be taken

to oblige the prefent race of {mall farmers
and huf{bandmen to emigrate' and prevent
future population *: itis equaily detri-
mental to the produttions of the lands,

~and the prefervation of the corn, during
harveft. An inftance or two wzll illuf-
trate thls, | '

* See my Appendix, p. 36.

Iz ~on
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On a journey, fome time fince, I en-
quired of an hufbandman I met, the fize

~ of a farm then in my eye, which I {uppof-

ed to be occupied by one perfon, as there
was but one houfe in view for feveral

‘miles : - his anfwer was,  About thxce
e thoufand a year, 1 fuppofe.”

Q Where is your parith church ?

A. < On the other fide of the hill ; ahd |

€1t is Worth going to fee ; for the church
¢ has taken a walk from the middle of

«¢ the village up to the farther end.”
2 If then, one half of the village has

loft its former inhabitants, ‘Thow do you
contrive to get your corn into ground in

a proper manner, and in due feafon ?

A. The beft they can, but it is not
done fo well as it thould be, to be fure.

Q. And how. do you order i in a catch—'

mg ha1 vef’c ? :
' A. Much thc fame as 1s done in fow-

ln g'— tl me.

At another time, and on anothcx of
thefe overgrown farms, I obferved a man
fyzeadmg on the fwa1th the farm yard

,  dung,
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dung, which another was bringing to’
him in a cart: 1t was in the month of

June; the weathel {corching hot. After

fome enquiries into this procedure, I
gained from him anfwers to the following
very edifying purport : ¢ Mafter defigns
< this field for wheat as foon as he can

< after harveft; we fhall then plow in
¢¢ the dung, and direttly fow ; and ’tis

[41

a leifure time now for caf’cmg abroad
¢« the dreffing ; and we fhall be. fo bufy

¢ by and by, in hay and corn harvef’c-

“ time, that we thould not have time. to
< do this work then, becaufe we have

¢« not hands enough, and we had need

<C

fow to wheat as foon as we canon thele

¢¢ high grounds.”

The pubhc ale inter eﬁed ina nntter of
fuch 1mportance € fm, if in any other

¢« profeffion, a man fhould a& wrong, or

« {pend his fortune, it is poflible he may
‘¢ be the only fufferer ; but it is not fo in

< agriculture. Everyfield is, in fome re-

6"‘fpeé’c public property ; and, if his crops
“ fail through unfkllful ~management,
| N what-u
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e¢ whatever '1s loft by the owner is, i
« fome deg e, . lofs to the communuy
v at large *. ‘
 Here, therefoze let it be miore parti-

cul'uly noticed, that the evil ar1ﬁn€r from
fuch monftrous farms, if 1t be fuffcl ed to

~ prevail zow, will be an irretrievable lofs ¢

for therc is a country once ours, and
which yet may be ours to all the purpofes
of national and real benefit, if we be

wife enough to prefer {fubftance to tha-.
dows, founds, and charms ; that-coun-
try is at prefent, and will, for years to -

come, be {o ¢ircamftanced as to encourage
the emigration of hufbandmen from hence,
in preference to almoft any other clafs of
workmen : fhe offers them nearly double
wages to what we do in England : yet,

By a falfe tafte, they arc driven from

their native foil, efpecially if in the vici-

nage of a large manfion, and will be re-

g,e;ved with open arms by America.

The efecs of thofe evils are not indeed

_{o apparent as fome others ; but, like all
| Ea,tent poxfons, operate- the more fatally,

be-

* Appendix, p. 40.
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‘becaufe they are latent and flow in thewr

- deftru¢tive  influence ¢ fmeiy then it

ought not to be beneath the notice of go-
vernment' to 1egulate the fize of farms.

Our agxaﬂan laws ﬁand m need of .w~
Ylfal with regard Likewife to., f’umero bemg

: permltted what ought never to be permit-

ted, to exhauft the foil at the1r pleaﬁue

by holdmg eftates without an improving

leale; and fometlmes WlthOut any leafe
at all #: they are not under fufﬁcmnt re-
gulatlon as to the courfe of croppmg,
neither have they due encouragvment to
plant timber or to grow hemp, &c.
‘With re{'pe& to plantmg, the defe ap-
Pears more ftrongly where the tenant has
an eftate on'a long leafe by lives : under

fuch circumftances, if a certain part of
the timber planted by the ! leflee were al-
lotted him, his heirs, executors, &c. and

likewife part of the expence attending it

at firlt defrayed by the leflor ; this would
| tend to promote the growth of timber in

o If it were enaCted, that no leafe thould be b;ﬁdmg

unlefs on ftamp paper, it might be of fervmc in more re-

_ fpe&s than one.

-l
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4 very confiderable degree, and pr event a
~ {carcity of it on thofe eftates at leaft.

< The hints given by Linneus on'the em-
'ploymg 1nfpe&013 into the ftate of agri-
culture in Sweden, cannot be omitted
w1thout manifeft impropriety : only it
may be previoufly obferved, that ‘what-
ever excellence there may be in his plan
in general it 1s pecuhaxly apphcable to
the inclofing and improving . large tracts
of wafte lands, particularly the royal

forefts, where the foil may be continually

varying; and which varlety thould be
particularly noticed by the infpector with
reference, -firft of all, to the place where
any parncular field fhould be bounded :

-for no fingle inclofure thould (if it can be

avoided) contain in 1t very different kinds

of foil ; as they require different kinds of
plantations, different courfes of cropping,

“and a different management in every re-
fpet.

Lse Another, _wh1ch I thmk Would alfor

«¢ be neceffary, would be to appoint in-
« fpectors of the hufbandry of the king-
., % dom: one m1ght be appomted to every

S large

N
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¢ large province, and 6ne mxght infpet
“ two or three fmall ones. —Memoran-

¢ dums fhould be made of thofe farmers
« who feenied to exce} i any branch of
< their art, and alfo of the comparative

-« dégree of fuch éxcellence. In comfes

‘¢ quence of thefe ‘accounts, I would have

K premxums dli’tr;buted to all farmem

« Who exeelled and the bei’t that wtﬁd

,“ weie reqmﬁte to lend it at low mtereﬂ:

: f‘ It 13 fureiy of v very great confequence,
‘' that an induftrious peafant who would
S« eultwate his Iands better, and } n larger

«e guantity; had ‘he more mm}e}r, it 33
< furely of great confequence to the na-

S tion;: that fuch a man ﬂmulé have the

“* motiey he Wants, cven if i it was' raifed
by a generdl tak to give it him —By
“¢ this" means the governmeit would aift
“ cover the real flate and dondition of
¢ every provitice in the iﬁngﬁem, &c. &e.
—-—Such an’ ammal ﬁuvey of the ng-

.....

<% liitg every evx} 1ts nature, and its
¢ caufe; the 1emedy then Wou}d be cafy

K o - Hand
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e and fure ; and they would fu1the1 dif-

< cover where improvements were pof-

¢ fible and praé’tlcable where they would

< pay the nation nobly- for the expence, :

¢¢ and in what manner they would be moft

e advantageouﬂy undertaken &e. ¥

 Whatever remarks have been or may

" be made or recommended in this effay,

they .are fubmitted, with all deference, to

‘ the wifdom of the leglﬂature when thev |

thall be at leifure to look 1nto the 1nter-

~ nal policy of Great Britain, once the envy
“and the dread; and at all times't he adm1-
. ratmn of Europe.

I have avo1ded as long as I could

-touching on the prefent fyﬁem of tythes ;
a fubjett moft difagreeable in itfelf, an

eternal barrier againft {pirited improve-
ments in hufbandry, and attended with
moft unhappy effeéts on the religion and

E ,morals of the lower clafles of our yeo-

manry. Asa friend to religion and the

- religious orders, I am forry to- fee the old

i'yﬁem fo long contmued a fyftem fo

. con~

# Marvﬂiall, vol. 2y P 3'25,: &c.
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'cennaxy to the feelmgs of many of the'

clergy themfelves, who, neverthelefs, are

fometimes 1n {uch cncum{’cances that, in

juftice to themfelves and fam1hes ‘they
cannot ‘' but endeavour to gam at har-
velt 2s much as they legally can from the
parifh. But it is fuch a O'rxevance to the

farmers, regularly reviving every year |

that it raifes and ﬁxes in their uneducatcd
minds, ideas very unfavourable to  re-

ligion, becaufe of the conduct of the rec-
~ tor and vicar, agcunf’t whom they enter-
‘tain a {ecret grudge ;s whofe 1nf’cru€hons,

therefore, are abfolutely flighted ; the

church is forfaken, the ale-houfe cxowd—
" . ed, the fober precepts of rehglon are loft
firft, and the common principles of mo-

rality infenfibly flide away afterwards ;

-and in the room of that fimplicity and in-
nocence for which they were formerly
-dli’rmgmfhed we perceive the fubf ftitutes:

are; in general, ignorance and cunmng
Cheat a common fazmer if yecan; ra-

ther take care he does not cheat you.
Surely taking tythes iz kind may- be abo-
- lifhed, and fome fmtable compenfanon
. fubftituted in its room. -

- Kz May
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~May a digréﬂ' ion in favour of the infe-

| L’nor clergy, be mdulged without incurring
“the danger of a capital crime? The fol-‘
Iowmg circumftances, applicable to num-

bers among them, excite the utmoft plty

with a numerous family and a fmall in-
come, with a liberal education, abilities
faengthened by ftudy, feelings refined in
a progreflive degree according to their ac-

qmrcmenfs in polite literature ; with

fouls fo far exalted above all mean requi~

- fitions as their leaxmng, abilities, fine

feelings, and experience have advanced

‘they are confcious of their merit ; and'»
yet belng fo circumftanced as not to be n

:acapacity of raifing themfelves and famlly' :
above the reach of poverty, and the con-

temptuous flights of the proud and un-

feeling part of their parifhioners ; their
Apirits fink, the ardour of their minds is"

quafthed ; the man of genius, whether
poet, philofopher, mathematician, or di-
vine, is funk and loft in the man of pe-

~nury. Alexander Pope would never have

rifen to half the fame he did, -if he had

ot poflefled an independent  fortune ;
| and if Dryden had lived when Pope d1d -

and

SL TN RO
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and had he been n ﬁmﬂau clir cumi’tances

with Pope, moft probably he would have
far excelled cven the author of the Rape

of the Lock. ' But this. is by far the leaft

diftrefling effett of their fituation ; they

cannot complam openly ; they fuffer in

fecret, and fometimes end their beft days
~in filent seﬁgnatlon, under the hope of a2
reward at death : were it not for the com-~ -

forts of the Chufhan religion, they would

indeed, like their predeceffors the firft -~

‘apOﬁles, be of all men mof miferable. Their

circumftances do, therefore, juftly claim
the moft aﬂ'@é’uenate attention of the le- |

glﬂature

This dlgreﬁion does not amfc from any

éxtx aoxdmary degree of fentimental Jeeling,

whlch it is fo fafthionable a drefs to'ap-
pear in, fince Yorick firlt btought it into
vogue : it is to be accounted for on a

principle much better adapted to the ge-

neral ftate of human nature, and which

“has a more univerfal and powerful influ~ .

ence. I mean that prinéiple which
Vir gll fo ftrongly felt himfelf, though he
put it into the mouth of Dido to expr efs it.

Me
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- Mequogue per multor, fimilis fortuna, labores

Ja&tatam, hac demum voluit confiftere terra.
o Nazz ignara mali, mzfezzr JSucurrere difco.

JENEID.. L 632, &c

To return to 1ura1 cultwatron Wheze
the right of common wafle is divided among

a number of proprietors, they may- be
| obhged to agree to one or other of the
. followmg propofals, ‘either to -agree to

the general inclofure of the common ;

each perfon. contributing a proportion-.

able part towards the expence, according

to the fize of his eftate or the right he

poﬁeﬁes in the common ; or to inclofe

- his own part, if known, at his own ex-
- pence ; or, laﬁly, to accept of a certain

fum propofed to be paid, ata fair eftimate

‘of the value of the right, by any perfon .

or perfons_ Who fhould be dlfpofed to pur-

‘ chafe 1t.

Surveyors or mfpe&ors of propofed im-

| provements, fhould be men of ﬂ;rll in the

praétical part of agriculture, as well as
men of integrity :

ceedmgs, for the notxce of the public,

and :

they fhould be obliged -
~ to make regular minutes of all their pro-
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and for general information particular-

1y with regard to the quality of the lands
“inclofed, their courfe of cropping, and

the fuccefs attending all their operations.

This would 'pre‘v‘ent ‘them from inatten-
.tron, ‘and render them every way deferv-

ing the annual fums granted them for |

then trouble. o O T T

For fandy foils of the ‘worft quahty, !

to the operation of lime, ‘which feems in

general to produce good effetts in- pro-

portion to the vegetable food there is in

the foil, or to thofe fubftances glowmg

on it, which are reducible to vegetable

food, fuch as weeds, grafs, heath, fern,

7p1ov1ded there is any fertility in them, 1t -
* will be moft requifite to fearch for marle,
- limeftone, &c. If eafily procured, there
is no need of any remarks on the proper
mode of procedure; ‘asit is in~ general
'pretty well known _throughout the king-
-dom,  except to give one hint with’ regard '

&c. But when thefe have produced all -

-’ thelr effects, and the foil is exhaufted by

long tillage, lime propomonably lofes its

~influence.- This may tend to reconcile

 the
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the feemingly contradi¢toryaccounts given

- by different writers concermng the beneu-
fit of lime.

If nezthcr malle nor lume, &:c. ‘can be
procur ¢d at a reafonable expence, it may

‘mot be advifeable at firft to do any thing
more than as follows ; eret and plant the
external fences, fpine off the furface with
. she fpine-plough, and either cover it with
a3 é‘econd plowing in the fame furrow, if

the ftaple of the foil wilk admit, or burn

thefurface; if the former, fow buckwheat N

to be plowed in as a manure, fow turnips
with: Dr.. Hunter’s oil ¢ompoft ¥, and

then a. crop of oats or barléy; as much
with: a view of fheltering: the gmfs feeds

i their firft. fpringing’ upy as any: advant-

age- from: the crop-of corr.- I the'fur face

be burned, then:turnips, &c. as above.
thatever be ttie cropof grafs; it fhould,

ot fuch a. {oil as this; be- fed off with |

| fheep 5 them wool will be of a better ftas

ple;. and- preferVe an' equal degrec of fine- :

nefs as when kept on'the fame ground hed
sor 1g'ma1 ﬂ:ate the {oilb Wﬂl be gx -adualt

* See my Appen&ix, P- 24, 25 note.
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ly improving ; and a profit of at lea{’c ten

per cent. accrue to the owner.
a fomewhat fimilar mode, Wlll cut up by
the roots, not only the weeds Wthh
ought not to have grown there, buta

the obje&mns which have been made

againft paring ‘and burning. By this
mode, the improver will meet with fuffi-

clent encouragement for erefing internal

fences, dwelling-houfes, - &c.
ture of fuch a foil feems to dictate this
leaft of all expenfive methods of i improve-
ment. Plantations may likewife be ven-

tured on without danger of dlfapt)omt-
ment.

On wet boggy foils of a coaxfe and bad

kind, draining muft be the firt thing at-

tempted ; and perhaps the only one, for
fome txme except planting aquatic tim-
ber trees.  The effet of draining will

difcover itfelf in the different kind of her-
bage fpontaneoully produced ; which will

regulate the future procefs.

- On foils of aquality in any deglee fup~

rior to thofe already mentioned, farm
'houfes and other bmldmvs, may bc erec-

L - ted

This, or

The na-

i ottt .
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ted at once, ‘without 2 any danger of theu
not aa{'wgrmg the purpofe of the propri-
_etor : and in doing this, perhaps there 1s
no better guide to be followed than “ the
-« Complete Engh{h Farmer *:” only it

may be obferved, that the Waiis of the

dwelling-houfes, and moft of the other
* buildings, may be eretted, at a finall ex-
pence, with clay and barley- firaw well
worked together, according to the Devon-
fhire practice: they are durable and heal-

thy, and make a decent appearance, if

well plazi’tezed

Should the lands be over-run with fuz ze
they will require to be in conftant txllzwe
for afew years, as the feeds of the fur;’e
will be continually fpringing up; the in-
ternal boundaries fhould therefore be
made and planted with white thorn, &c.

immediately after the outer fences have

been ereCted :  during-the tillage, the fen-
ces will be grown fufficiently Ihong to be
out of danger from cattle.

The grand objc& to be kept in view as

a natlonal concem in the 1mpiovement of

-walfte

= See Part I. of that exccllent work.
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wafte lands, is to find room for the

, grOWeh of oak ami hemp for our fhip-

ping, madder and other dye-fiufls for the
woollen and linen ma mzfa&‘n’fzra and to

find ﬁzbﬁﬁcnce for the poor }a%}omws

under the mzavmd ible decline in the va-
lue of money, in order to make home

agreeable to them, and prevent them
from becoming a burden on the landed

intereft. - By thofe circumflances, the |
quantity of land allotted to any family,
the courfe of cr"oppinv it, and indeed the
whole mode of p;ofceedmw is to be regu»»

| iatcd

But this is not all. In many places,
manures will be unattainable at firft : of

-cattle the greateft number poffible muft

be kept in a thriving flate, for the raifing
of manure and other mofl effential pur-

pofes. This likewife will have its influ-

ence in directing the improver. Potatoes
will, therefere, claim a px‘izicipa?ﬁmze of
his attention, efpecially in the nexghbcm»
hood of manufacturing towns.

But 1t 1s not the purpofe of this eflay,
to write a {yftem of agriculture: much
Lz : n}@y




‘which, with much dr”ﬁdence,
mitteéd to the fuperior Judorment of thofe
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may be fa1d on paper; buta great deal

more muft depend on the nature of the
{oil, a variety of local circumftances, and

'the nrofe{ﬁonal {kill of thei improver.

Neither is this deﬁgned to be a treatife

oon the importance of agricalture in a po-

it conﬁ,{’ts only of bints,
are fub-

Litical VIEW

whom ‘chey more efpecially concern, and

who are more capable of digefting them

into a proper plan However, fo fully

‘am I convinced of the great benefit which
would accrue to the nation from adopt-
. ing the chief of them, t
~ readily come forward, 1f called upon
“and aflift, as far as lies in my power, in
putcmfr them nto 1mmedlate aé’tual exe-

that I would moft

CHUOT}
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CONCLUSION,.

UCH, as we have reprefented, being
the prefent ftate of Great Britain, it
enly remains for us to confider what in-
ducements there are for any of its inha-
bitants to emigrate from their native
country, which do not equally welgh for

,’&hcxr contmuance in it.

« There are large tralts of land to be
< cultivated in America, which may be
<« had for a trifle,” {ays one. -

There is almoft a quarter part of Great

~Britain remamma uncultivated, “and

which ‘may ‘be had reafonably, fay L
With this difference in our favour, that

‘you are certain of felling the produce of

them at a good price; whereas America

~ will not fpare you any of her lands which

are in the neighbourhood of her towns,

or where th¢ productions of them have an

eafy or fhort conveyance to' a good mar-

‘ket. You may live by yourfelf if you.

pleafe ; but what will you do with the

overplus of your corn, &c. which will
pring you in but a trifle at your farm,

and




(48 )

and the conveyance of which to any ad-

vantageois market will eat out great part

@f the pr oﬁt 2

v But we want to wcreafe our trade by
‘e gumcr to America,” fay others. .

Do ye ‘know fox certdm that Amemca '

will or can permit you to increafe it with
Great Britain, according to your expe&a«
- tions, fettered as the is at prefent by

France ? Stay then till ye are certain of it,

and until ye are alfo well affured of car-
rying on fuch a trade through your part-
wers and connetions here, as may unite
the two countries together in thofe firong
afkr’t uugwﬂﬂ bonds which France can-
t break afunder: then i indeed, perhaps,
rione of your friends -and countrymen
il viol mm; object to wzimng you a
%focd voyag

~ Anocther company are exclaiming;
© What with tages, &c. our fituation
* here 13 vez,y r‘*')}xgtble |
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* And where is the fituation that is alto-
gether eligible to- difcontented mmd’s e

Remember the old pxoverb

Czlum non animum mutant qul trans mare cuxrunt.

For, from the independance of Amenca
muft arife a variety of national wants hi-
therto unthought of there; for the fup-

ply of which, every individual of her in-
habitants muft contribute, at a large ex-

pence, by taxation : the muft raife a navy,
which muft be maintained, not by Great
Britain, as heretofore, but by herfelf :
her debts due to France and other powers
muft be paid; and ye muft help to pay
them : a large army muft be kept; and
for want of coals and wool of a good fta-
ple, fhe has not, and cannot, have much
of a manufalure to defray the expences

* fhe mufl contract. If happinefs be attain-

able from any Jlocal’ circumftances it is

yet attainable in Great Britain, much
more eafily than in America, where
~gvery thing i1s in the moft unfettled

ftate ; with regard to her internal

‘policy, her form of government, her

foreign
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foreign connections, her finances, future -

wars, and almoft every thing refpec-
ting her. Whither then, my dear coun-

~trymen, are ye going in fuch an
hurry ? - |




