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. PREFACE.

A GREAT PHILOSOPHER Lord Bacon, has
declared that—-“ /’mowledge is power ; ” and
it has been demonstrated by the success-
ful exertrons of pubhc communltles, where
it has ex1sted “that— zmzon is strengt/z ”
—a posmon that cannot, at this moment,
be too much 1nculcated uPon the atten-
tion - of the Agrlcultural body at large
The promotlon among other obJects, of
this necessary umon both of prmczple and

;actzon, has been my humble endeavour in

the followmg pages, as in a letter I had
the honour not long since . to address to a
dlstmgulshed Member of HIS MaJestys

Government #._Tn pubhshmg these letters, ‘

1 assume no hlgher merit than that of, 1

trust havmg plam]y stated some facts-

o Letter to the nght Hon George Cannmg, M. P.

&e, &c &e, relatlve toa Free Trade i m Corn m Great ’

Butam, Tst Novernber, 1826, r
. . A 2 4




4

(whether of importance in :the great ques-
tion must be left to the Judgment of others)
and of equal]y drawmo some plaln infe-
rences from them; for it would be great
presumptlon to suppose myself capable,
in,any great deglee, of lucidly, reasoning

‘upon,. a]l the combrnatron of .causes and

effects that may arise out of an, alteration
of the present British Corn Laws,—This
must be left to. those ‘whose.. attamments
and statlons n: somety w111 .ho, doubt,
yvhen the perrod of drscussmn arrlves,
enable thenr to. “evelope the. most enlarged
conceptions of. 80, momentous 2 subJect. n

. I shall, therefore, ﬁrst Jupon the point
of union, observe that pgescs@d as. the . Agri-
cultural body is, by opBos;mg 1nterests -on
the one ‘hand, and ,in many 1nstanoes, by

an honest mlsunderstandlng, I may say,

qther, _1t 1,s rather ,to bp, regretted that,,

perfect union,, sof ;Qrmczple has not yet
taken place among them-—-—one party Wlsh~
ing to hold to the present Jaw as the baszs
of protection, Whllst another s advocatmg
an open trade Wrth a graduated scale of

,dutles,_ and this, dlﬁ'erence ‘of views is
still more to be regretted as.the dlﬁ"erlng

parties,” ffom’ thelr talents “and” respeéta~
bility, are’ capable, by’ unlon, of rendefing
essential ‘service to'a cause, in which all are

vitally ‘ihterested, and one’ requiring‘the

uhited strength of ‘the’ Agrlcultural body,
proprietary: and’ tenantry, properly t0 sust

tain; and probably the best adv1ce that ‘can

be' deferentlally submiitted on” “such” ‘an
occaswn'ls”“ Let" thére’ be no strife! among
the herdsiien, o1 ye are’ brethren :

"“The plan of & graduated scale of"dutres,
upon‘ ‘4 re(gular lmportation“% of* for"‘g‘“'
grain] apbears £6 ‘Mg rather £6 tefer to s

question'§t detdil than b‘emg of itself'a first
phholple tdkitg: ilgratited (What T'think
after seven'yéuis “é}ipérience mist b taken :

I cyl

for granted) thidt this country on ‘an’ aVe- .

rage” of " years, grows ‘2 ‘sufficieht’ q_uantlty
of"corn, ‘bread ‘¢orn’ at'last, for its con-

‘sumptlon-—-consequently, any given ¢lan-

tity ‘of ‘foreign graln 1mpbrted here; 1 'do
not mean- occaszonal(/ utider the present
law, but recularly by open ‘ports, withoit
a proportzmzate increase in our Expor t tmde,
would have the effect of driving out ‘of ‘the
British market just so miich’ British: pro-

duce as forelgn is 1mported whether”'im+

ported under a lzz ofi'duty ot a low one.
A 3

i
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i If ‘the fiiends ‘to the prihciple of 4'gradi-
ated scale of diities are disposed to adimit
that this country. cannot, on an average of
‘iyears , supply itself 'with corn sufficient for
‘ LSumptlon, I am equally ready to
admlt the proprlety of dlscussmg the ques-
t10 ‘of'a graduated scale of duties ; but'in
no other mstance would T doit: and-I'hope
never to 'see the day, when; fromia defi-
mency “of ot ‘own' growth; this’ country'ls
rendered permanently dependent wupon the
forewner for' a sihigle quarter -of: grain,’ (or
for any other drticle! of necess1tv she ' can
supply herself: Wltﬁ”at IhOme) 4s7a’ prevens
tion to Whlch dependence Tview:the! pré-
'sent condltlonal pl‘OhlbltOI‘y corir law as

LR IO TE K M RIS

“T'am awidre’ that thé late AJ&X of the
Agrlcultural Cause; Mr, Webb: Hall; was
‘much- opposed to this: laW ‘and in- speakmg
of ‘him, T should be sorry to -merit ‘the

vapphcatlon of the’ proverb ¢ that the-ass

may lek. ‘the dead Hon.”  But I will take

leave to say, that although dlffermg m_

.....
------

man, “of respected memory, 1 am’ most
ready to admit the strong powers of mind
he ever broughtintoactionwhenadvocating

..... B

7

the great cause he espoused; and had: he
lived to witness the sicady good effects that
have resujted for the Jast three years from
the present corn bill, I think it probable
hewould have- entertamed a more favorable
opinion, of. its merits to What he did at the'
period he was so inimical to it; for such
was the accumulation of agricultural dis:
tress in the'years 1821 and 1822, that I
H.all s-gmmd, nor thsv.s.e of any mdmdual,

however great, could intuitively grasp all

the causes of so disastrous a state of things

‘as then existed—therefore opinions formed

at such a time would have given place, (at
least 1 surmise so) to .others of a different
nature, when the mind could ;more calmly
have given itself over to the solution of the -
important proposition of good corn laws.. -
T .know it will be said, and it may \W,lth A
r.ezas.on be said, that the present law is
productive of fraud—that it exposes the
Agriculturist to :occasional inundations of
foreign grain. ——-These, however, I consider,
minor and femporary evils, in comparison
with those greater and permanent ones, that
would ‘arise from letting the forelgner
regulally into.the Bl‘ltlsh corn. malket for
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shouldz foreign: corn' be’ regu]arly allowed
to .enterithere; - whether, as before - stated,
-at a thigh duty ora:low one, I think it
probable we-should soon:-have an-exempli-
fication of - Bsop’s fable of the *Porcupine
and the Snakes. ———Indeed the forelo‘n Por-
cupines:ohly await an- opportumty ‘per-
-manently ‘to- get -into  the- British nest,
whether by a smaller ora Zarger apertwe s
:md yferent to themy when: they would shoot

sout their quﬂlsqn -a way thatiwould:rendér
sanievacuation, ofi the nest by-a-considerable
rportion’ ofi« therold OCCupan“ts, wery ‘soon
t%:necessary* ard o

Fogaaos 10 vy i hot r\(r

v Itisias supposmon* nelﬁher founded fupon

{reason nor mpon: ana]ogy, that a'tlawcan

be framed* which- will swholly exempt the

Agrlculturlst from risks. -All persons:in

- business run risks-—the merchant—the

-manufacturer—the' shlp owner-——the trades-

"~ man; - and -
- whether from the course of the seasonsi—

-whether from the defectiveness of laws,
: made primarily on-his behalf, -but 1ntended

s0 must the agriculturist,

also to be. natlonally ‘beneficial. -

. Iam persuaded that, notxmthstandmg
~ popular. prejudices, ‘unity and’ continuity of

action, combined with moderate pretensions

‘o1 thie part’of :the  Agricultural‘irterest,
will ‘be the means of insuring inthe:shape

of ‘protéction, “so -far as legislation can
avail, all that-is’essential to the prosperity

-of the Kingdom in ‘general, andto:that:of

the' Agricultural interest in particulam. i+ -
+Next in-importance to, andcintimately
connected with’the ‘corn question,:is ‘the

“state of -the exportation of woollens ‘from,

‘and- the importation- of wool 'into’ Great

- Britain: =~ Uponthis subject: T “brought
-forwadrd various documents,:so. long since
as:Mareh, 1821, (five years;) but from that

period to the present one, but few persons

sicould, fromitheiriintricacy, accompany me
“through:. a «variety.of foreign detailss=—A
“.grower of Enghsh fine wool, will; however,

:at this-time, when:the facts are:brought:lo

s knowledge, immediately feel that hecis
affected) and materially: affected; when:the

r»exportatlon ofiwoollens from :this country
‘has - not, from foreignsimpediments:in-

creased, except iiv.a’ small degreej; since
- the year-1810, but ‘thiat thé importation:of

foreign wool has increased since 1810;ffom

7,500,0000bs. to ‘nearly 44,000,000/bs. and
" as a Corn-grower, he will also immediately

see that if’ suéh’ has been the effect .of .a free
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trade in‘wool, what ‘may’ be expected from
afree trade in’ ‘corm. o toriin

' The inference to be drawn from the fact
of such an enormous increase as. has, for
the last foar years taken place’ in the im-
portatlofn of foreign wool, which importa-
tion ‘a§ compared with - the exportation
of Woollens, will be -seen in ‘the third
- Lietter-—is, -either that the wool has been
wrought up for home consumptlon, or-that
it" lays a welght upon the ' British: wool
market —The* latter I believe to'be; ina
yery cons1derable degree,  the " case; ~for
large and - gratifying as has, for some time
past, been the increase in ‘the home con=
sumptlon of woollens, I doubt if it has been
suﬁimently _great to answer both- {0 the
increase in the growth of British wool, .and e
the importation of foreign wool.—And it is
worthy of observation, that if 7,500,0007bs:
of foreign wool imported in'1810, answered
to an exp‘Orta‘tion in -woollens ‘of about
£6, 000; OOO, sterhng, when will the last

four ‘years’ importation ‘be carrled off—

the ‘average of which having “beer kabout
25;000,0000bs. ;per annum, seeing: ,that_ 100
increase-in ‘the exportation of woollens is
likely+to: take -place from- this country-fe—

11

It:is equally worthy of;obseryation, . that
although the Act of Parliament prohlbltmg
the exportatlon of ‘British. woel has been
repealed, and the wool tax, in thlS country
removed; hltherto the exportatlon of . Bri-
tish. Wool has, from heavy, duties uppped

ately. ﬁxedx upon its. xmpmtathn abroad
been- so. small as scarcely.to repder it.an
obJect of con31derat10n in; the present
mstance i :

favour of the present Comtlavv,

 those regarding the Wool questlon, 1t w1ll

I h0pe, be found that I have never. lost
sight of, as suoh cannot be 1nsen81ble t
the great value. of our forelgn commercer
nor to the, great prmmple of a'well regul“'
ted commermal 1ntercourse, hat it 1is from
the forewner that the increase: ez:zfernally,
of the Wealth of a natlon must arise.. Wlth
respect to commerce, the great man, I shall‘
be . found S0 . often to have quoted from

(whose Essays are a_ perfect vade: mecum

» of practical phﬂosophy) has truly sald “For

thelr merchants they are vena porta, and 1f
they ﬁounsh not, though a natlon may,. have
good hmbs, yet shall she have empty velns,
and, Il.OllI‘lSh little, ——Taxes and 1mposts
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upBA ST v"élde little)" }for” "h?ft is “thus
gaméd i the hundred 1s lost ‘in the
shirle, &0 R
But- v1ew1ng ‘our fo‘relgn comimierce”
com}ikh z§0n ith' t]ze home trade, I think it
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is soung dom to'consider 1 that’ interest
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| paramoz’mt swhmh iscnot onlv the best cus-

“tomer for”manufactu‘res,‘ ’bUt“*Whl"h also

‘supplies : the nec cessaries. ‘of life- }bartzcu-

larly on t/ze orozmd of s preservatwns being
7zecessary"z‘o the’ mamienance Of l/ze ‘tridep pénd-

Gelitie edadnia b i ju“- .)‘}; :

ence of any state.” 5ttt
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'take a Warmng from the fate of states Whlch
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the solid foundatron of Agrrcultural dndys~
..... that,

tlust w1ll never. be ﬁlled up——-and rather

i3
, : s How blug. th’ ethereal wau}t,\ W
'. ‘How \erdulous the lawns, how clear the roo‘ke' 5
Siich noble warhke steeds, such‘heras%f kiné. '™
. 280 sleek, so vast; such spaciolis flocks of\shetep Y
. Eike flakes, of gold illumining.the green, v} 110
- ) :hat other. paradlse adorn but thme, il ‘f(m .
OBROTANKTA T happy, 'gf thyf sons” woufd kaow
vill'kieirndiappinessy «To thege ‘thysnayahstreams;\ d

. Fhy frequent towns, superh, of busy- trgde\é,‘ 250

tely ships™
;&nd port)su;nagmﬁc add, and sti eth\}\ S e s
nnumer: .

&0 <% £ 3R 244
UfI ! %3%“%3” bab7l ;grn hérméd With" Tiay-

s e D e 10 3 DG
ing, 'in former 1etter upon the /_,corn
0 gL e 5 3 USRS R i
lém'rs * goﬁ'e {66 fat'in congratulatlons upon
2uPosivan godsg & T NLITS
the th prosperous state of the country —
. ERETEERRYA S RIORERY
What 1 wrote, 1 {ivrote honestly-——for al—
tho‘u” h the ”:fatalmsplrlt of gambhng h :

then deeply:embued jthe: minds of a Iarge
ortlon of the commerclal World I certamly

L3 #i

did'y not consider 1ﬁ)h d to the extent it hasf

vriien Ly nfgl gt LY Cin gy

smce nroved t/o“have done-—nor that _1ts

consequences ’would have been “0, dlsae-‘

pitl

trous to the other portlons of the , gommu-

g
mty as fatal experlence has evmced-(-;;B” g

T yet con51der the p1llars of the state sound,

*To MrCanm"g
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in the main—and if our Agriculture is left
to work its way under the present mode-
rate Corn Laws1 have no doubt that Great

Britain will ‘still' retain her political and-

commercial rank.* 1 shall beg leave to
close these remarks with What I have ad-
vanced on- a’ former occasmn T “ That
““its appearing to be ksound pOlle to th1 ow
¢ any of the British soil out of -cultivation,
“.it will-no doubt be considered.the safest
o step v

* continue the fostering care of the, govern.

“‘ ment to our Agrlculture “the primary

s object of zndustry in every prosperous
<€ smte

"that more land. may be brought
“ under the hand of the cultlvator, in.order
¢ to ‘meet the growing. “demands which in

5. the present (I may, I hope, still say,) im-

“ proving state of the countly, must:be

'f“mevltably made for all the necessarles of

111 Ilfe e

lst MaJ, 1826. .

a;'

“‘Note Second Edition. —~Jomed to. areductlon of ’

natlona,l and. parochial expendlture, thhout Whlch all

.other efforts will. .prove unavallmg. .

.t Letter to Mr. Canning..«

‘consequently the ‘wisest ‘one, ;to
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TO. THE EDITOR OF THE MAIDSTONE GAZETTE.

Sm,
~ AwmipsT the numerous theories ad-
vanced, and confident assertions made in
reference to the projected alteration of the
British Corn Laws, many impartial persons
whose jde‘s‘ir’e is, if possible, solidly to fix
their opinions upon so important a subject,
are as much embarrassed as the seaman is
to navigate his bark amidst the cross cur-
rents and baﬁllng WlndS of a dangerous and
intricate passage. ‘ ' ,
The difficulties respecung the Corn
Laws are in ‘themselves confessedly great,
particulaily as regard ‘the probable or pos-
sible Tesults that may take' place from the
proposed alteratlon. It must, however, be
admitted that most, if not-all, of the col-
lisions of popular opmlon, referrmg to the
present Corn ‘Bill, have their rise-either im




- community.”

16

some particular interest of individuals, or
of partial communities.
petition of Kidderminster for an alteration
of the Corn Laws, presented in the last
Sessmn of Parliament, stated ¢ That the
present restriction upon the importation of
corn had proved, after an experience of ten
“years, - injurious to the interests of the
Thus the inhabitants of

For example—the

Klddermmster——when those of Carlisle -

stated in their petltlon “ leat it is in the
end that the law will prove hlghly inju-
rious.” A grave and learned Counsel, in
a speech addressed in the autumn of last
year to the electors of Stafford a manu-
fa_cturmb town, held forth the Agrl_culturrsts
as ‘“a body of men having laws made on
thelr behalf unknown in any 01V1hzed coun-
try—as men opposed to that career of
wealth and improvement Whlch this coun-
try appeared destined to- enter upon; &c.
&c. &c.” On the contrary——another grave
and learned Counsel in his address to the
electors of Shoreham and the Rape of
Bramber, an agrzcultuml dzstrzct ~ stated
that in the event of his being elected their
Representative in Parliament, their interest
should have all the support which. its

17

growing importance demanded meanmg,
no doubt, thathe should uphold thosé very
laws so severely denounced by his Learned

- Brother.—It was™ well observed, by the

Editor of the Farmers J ournal, on the
11th of April last: < 'Whilst some avow
““ their object to be to lower the price of .
“ provisions, and seek to obtain it by a re-

- «“vision-of the Corn Laws, others admit

“ that they do not expect that corn will be'

¢ permanently cheaper by havmg open
« ports at all times; but that the preserva- '
“ tion of our foreign trade demands such a
‘‘measure.* These are déscrepancies which

* Vide the speeches made by Mr. Tooke and Mr.
Solly, at the City of London Meetmg, held on the 13th
April,. 1825,—The admission of these Gentlerzen on::
the score of prices appears to be fatal to the arguments .

of the free trade party—-—for unless corn could be ren- o

dered  permanéntly cheapér” by-the néw ' measure, if

carried, which- they asserted:would not be the casé,:s
none of the antzczpated beneﬁts could -arise, on:this -
head, to the manufacturmg and commermal mterests.

Mauufactures is also expected from it, there w111 itis .
cousxdered be no difficulty in proving that such in- »
crease will not take place, as the exportation of Biitish
commodities is very trifling to the countries from

- whence foreign corn is imported ; nor would it except. .

in a trifling degree, from the poverty of such coun~
tries, be much increased by an alteratzon of the Corn
Laws,—W, K. B

C
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« cannot be accounted for but on grounds
¢« of ignorance of the subject: and it is

¢ curious to observe that the more respect- -

¢ able portion of the advocates for a free
« trade in corn do not assert that the price

% here is too high, but that it is expedient

¢ that-an alteration should be made.”
Leaving however the ‘thousand and one

opinions entertained upon the subject of

the Corn Laws (in most instances probably
of as much validity in the argument as the

thousand and one Arab;an Tales,) 1 believe

that by ninety and nine persons out of a
hundred, it is hoped' and considered that an
alteration of the law would produce what
is termed the cheap loaf. -—-NOW, without
entermg into a comparison of the terms of
cheap or dear—terms that can only. be
viewed: as comparatlve-——-or posmvely dis-
“cussing the question Whether the cheap
loaf When obtained, I mean at the expense
of the Agnculturlst Would under exist-
ing. mrcumstances, be nationally beneficial
or not—F thmk a, calm reference to- the
average price of wheat from ‘February
1823, when the first perr manent favourable

re-action took place, since. 1;he peace in
1814, in the Agricultural interest, (and with

19

it that of .all the other dréat interests of “the
State—as a cause or an effect of t/ze Jormer
it is- not . necessary- here to discuss, as I am
merely stating a fact,) will go further to-

-

wards placing the question of the price of

corn upon a clearer basis, than, so faras I
am aware of, has hitherto been done—par-
ticularly when the relative amount of tax-
ation and general expenses of -cultivation
between former periods (when Wheat, I

- admit, might be quoted lower, but not
proportionably so to the difference of ex-
penses,)* and the present period is consi-

dered. Indeed reflecting upon the immense

- extent of our population—fed as it is from

so limited a surface of'soil, and subjected
as such soil is both to direct and indirect
heavy burthens, it must be matter of aston-
ishment that high prices and great fluctu-
ations have not taken place in the price of
wheat, in place of the reasonableness and

*The lowness of price here meant is not one pro-
duced by foreign causes, and as inimical to the interest
of the consumer as of the grower, as was the case
within the last four years, but a price—which answers

fora good' cultivation of the soil, and is at the same

time not i mJurlous to the consumer,

102
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~steadiness of price that have been the case
for some time past. The latter T think can
only be attributed to the steady employ-
ment of great capital, skill, and industry,

upon the British soil; (not generally avery

genial one) all of which, if not destroyed,
must, fo the vital injury Qf the nation at lar

' be greatly deteriorated by’ the proposed
measure .of a_free trade in .corn—for ulti-
- malely should such a measure be carried,

_ corn, from a ‘necessary . large demand -

upon the foreign Agriculturist, consequent
upon a declension of British Agriculture,
would, it can scarcely be doubted, be ele-

vated to a price abroad—even zf we could get

. at all, a. problem. only, not a fact—that
would render it much higher than it could
be regularly grown for here—as, although
it would not be desirable to have ‘so_, dan-
gerous an alteration tested, (therefore the
opinion. can only be viewed as hypotheti-
cal,) I have no doubt, that on an average
of seven years, corn would under the ex-
isting law, be produced cheaper in Eng-
land, than by the proposed alteration of
the law., As to the question of cheap’neSS"
many of the advocates of the new'mea-
sure, have admltted as befme stated that

\
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“according to their views, cheapness would
not - result from its adoption. What the
other prospective advantages are to be, I.
must leave them to ascertain, for I know
of none that willin any degree be commen-

surate with the disadvantages— dangers
and imminent ones I ought more: properly

to say, of rendering an isolated country‘
like this, dependent upon a foreign supply

of the very first article of necessity.

But, Sir, I will submita table of the

prices of wheat for the last year, as it ap-

peared in the Maidstone Gazette, of the .

24th of January, in conﬁrmatwn of what
I have said upon the question of steadiness
of price of this article—when probably

some of your readers, more interested in

the subject than I am, may be disposed
further to 1nvest1gate thls and other of its

branches ;—

“ Average price of wheat sold in Maldstone Market
for each: month calculated from the Corn Inspectm $

’Returns , ;

1825, £ s d 18525. . £.s d
January, per qr. 8 10 6 | July, per quarter 3 ‘6 10
Februaly evee 3 7.9 ) August - ...... 3 5 6
March . ...... 810 1 | September.... 3 8 9
April ...0v0.. 8 9 6| October +..... 3. 8 5
‘May ....00008 90 7| November .... 3 3 1
June ssesesss 3 9 0| December .... 3-1 0

Tt results. from this table, that the average
‘ ¢ 3
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price of wheat in Maidstone, for the year
1825, was £3. 6s, 84. per quarter—that

the greatest fluctuation was 9s. 6d. per
quarter—say in January, price 70s. 6d. per
quarter, in December, 61s.—~and for ten
months out of the twelve, th_erﬂuctuation
was only 7s. per quarter : viz. in March

“the. price was 70s. 1d. per quarter, and in

November, 63s. 1d.*

* The average price of wheat for the whole Kingdom

"in the yyear 1825, was 66s. 6d., and the average price
-of wheat for six years, ending the 5th January 1826,

was 5'7s. 3d., as appears by the following statements —

CORN TRADE.— szes, 8d March, 1826..
‘An Account of the Average price of all sorts of
Grain in each Quarter, from the 5th of J anuar y, 1823,
to the 5th of January, 1826.

- Quarters Wheat. Barley.| Oats. Rye. Beans Peas.
ended. ' S R
1823. s. d. S. d. s, d. s d. s d. s, d.
Feb. 15. 40 7 28 3 17 9 22 10 25. 7 .807
May 15. 52 9 32. 8 23 3 29 7 30 4 34°2
Aug: 15. 59 8 32 9 24 6 36 8 33 5 36 1
Nov. 15, 48 8 26 9 20 3 2 3 34 1 325
1824, o S
Feb. 15. 61 .11 33 6 23 7 2 3 3811 38 4
‘May 15. 62 7 35 3 24 4 43 5 38 2 36 8
Aug. 15. 59 6. 33 11 2r 2 40 3 37 .4 1 386
Nov. 15, | 60 10 38 5 20 10 34 4 41 6 a1 1
1825. - - o
Feb. 15. 66 4 38 3 | 23 2 30 11 3011 | 44 1
May 15. 6711 370 | 2311 "38. 1 36 10 3 7
Aug. 15, 67 9 38 9 | 25-3 41 9 | 4110 41 . 6
Nov. la. 61 0 41 .4 26 3 41 11 46 3‘ ' 54 10

Qffice Jor C’orn Returns,
Teb. lath, 1826, -

WM. J ACOB
Receiver of (,om Retwrns.

C’omzer, 1ith March 1826
CoRrRN' AVERAGES.—It appears, from a return pre.
sented to Parliament, that the Average Price of Wheat

’
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But, surely, eVery reflecting person must
be convinced, that much more important
considerations than. the one of a few shil-

" lings per quarter more or less in the price

of corn, are depending upon the moment-
ous question of an alteration of the Cormn
Laws—considerations which must come
home to every man’s business and bosom,
if properly entertained. Ispeak of national

ones, regarding the prosperity and inde-

pendence of the State, resting as they
must do upon the progressively improving
state of the Agricultural Interest. What
a spectacle does Spain now exhibit in con--

sequence of her neglecting, for the imagi-
nary pursuits of gain in the Western world,
her solid interests at home! Indeed it

ought? if Tmay, without impiety, be al-
lowed to use the expression, to be engraved
on our very door posts—that the Nation;

that neglects her Agriculture, or even that

does not make it the primary object of her at-

tention, ultimately loses her independence.

for the six years, during which the British ports have
been closed against foreign corn, is as follows :—1820,
65s. 10d. per quarter ; 1821, 54s. 6d. ; 1822, 43s. 3d. ;
1823, 51s. 9d.; 1824, 62s.; 1825, 66s. 6d.—Giving
for the aggregate s average of the six years, 57s. 3d.

i
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And T shall in reference to the present
situation -of Spaln conclude this already,
probably, too long a letter, with quoting,
the following paragraph from a most able
letter, which appeared in the Farmer’s
Journal of the 11th April last, under the
signature of Beds, a signature, I believe,

‘ Spain, one of the most exalted nations
“ of the earth, up to and during the time
“ of ‘Charles Vth. and the first Philips,
“ is no sooner glutted with the treasures
“of the Western world than.they prey,
“ like a gnawing worm upon her vitals. If
“ some of the ruder virtues yet hnge1 in

L _Asturia, Navarre,. Catalonla and provin-

“ ces less under the influence of extraneous
‘¢ connexions-—the plains of Estramadura,

Kz even of the Castiles, are deserted ; the

€« alluv1al soils and maturing sun of the
¢ yallies of Grenada and Valenc1a in vain

¢ invite the hand of the cultivator—Ilet

“ Spain, an instance closely in point, bé a
“ warning not lost upon England. In North
‘¢ America, where the pursuits of the inha-
“ bitants, some maritime towns excepted,

“are purely a@rlculturalmpopulatmn is’

AL sa;d to double itself in fourteen years ;

e L
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“ and proCeeding in the same ratio would
¢ in half a century be seven-fold-—-yet far
< from such increase ‘becoming -an onerous
« superfluity, there is a simultaneous prq-
“ gression in civilization and in the enjoy-
¢« ment of the comforts'and elegancies of
¢« life : while the maturing climates, the
«« exuberant soils, the every way superior
¢ ca‘pacit_iés of Southern America have,"till
¢ of late, only afforded a bare subsistence
“toa acanty sprinkling of either luxurious
<« Europeans, or miserable inmates of sub-
« terranean regions, or imbecile wanderers '
‘“ among forests and plains. Our favored 4
“ country has obtained an imposing alti-
 tude—I hope not its'meridian. But of
s all impulses to its elevation none is so
“ unalienable, none so justly admired —yet
‘“ unenvied, as its unparalleled agriqulture‘._
Unaccountable it is, that this surest and-
‘¢ unoffending support of its pre-eminence
¢ should still be the constant butt of the
“ implacable enmity of a party among our-
‘“ selves, whom it has fed and nourished!
¢ Still more unaccountable it is, that those
““ more immediately interested in it, who
“ possess the power to uphold it, upon
‘“ whom the duty so to do is peculiarly

EN

N

o

~

rN




7 TR R v
|

20

‘¢ incumbent, with numbers, unanswerable
“ argiment; a just and patriotic cause on
“ théir side, should, with apathetic indif:
¢ ference, with scarcely an effort for self-
‘“ ‘preservation; or for the interest of those,
“ by whose toils they maintain the exalted
¢ gtation they have hitherto held, tamely

~““ witness the consummation of the catas-

‘ trophe.” -

I remain your obedient servant,

/

. January 30, 1826.
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LETTER IL.

" 70 THE EDITOR OF THE MAIDSTONE GAZETTE.
Sig,

In continuation of the subject 1T ad-
dressed you upon on the 30th of January

last, viz. the probable effects of an altera- -

tion of the British Corn Laws, particularly
regarding the price of Wheat, I beg leave
to submit to the consideration of your
readers some remarks upon the point of a
reciprocity of trade, as a consequent of
such an alteration, preliminary to which I
give you an extract from a pamphlet - upon
Political Economy, from the pen of a Mr.

Roper, as it appeared in the New Times of

the 10th of November, 1825 :—

¢« Nature has given us our portion of

« physical advantages, but not content
“ with these, we insatiably endeavour to
““ grasp at those also. which she has more

S
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‘¢ liberally bestowed on other countries.
““:Our insular situation, while it has limited
“.our territory, has opened to us an easy
““ communication with every quarter of the
“ Globe. Our navigable rivers, mineral
“ productions, vast accumulated machi-

“nery, .and numerous industrious’ and
¢ skilful workmen, enable us to excel in -

“ manufactures ; and it must obviously be
“ the interest of such a country to exchange
“ its manufactured produce for corn, if by

¢ so doing the necessary quantity of ‘good
“ corn can be obtained, at a cheaper rate
“ than by cultivating its own soils. Does
“ Yorkshire lose by devoting -its industry
“and capital to the woollen manufacture ?
““ or Lancashire by confining herself to

‘.that of cotton ? or Essex, Suffolk, and .

¢ Norfolk, by pursuing agriculture ? - And

“are not all these better supplied. “with- |

“ whatever portion of those products they
“may require by exchanging with.each

““ other, than,by each attempting to- carry
“ on the whole ? But does not the same
¢ principle apply to the wines of France
“ and Portugal? the hemp of Russia, the
“ corn of Poland, and rice, cotton, tobacco,
“and flour of America? Were it not for

90

“ our restrictive laws, would' not every

<« one of these products flow ficely to be

‘“ exchanged for our hardware, woollens;

“ or cottons? and would not such .com- '

“ merce be reciprocally beneficial ? It can
“ never be. too often repeated, that the
““ genuine commercial spirit—that which
¢ permanently secures the prosperity of
“ nations, is altogether inconsistent  with

“ the dark and shallow pohcy of monopoly.

“ The nations of the earth -are like pro-

¢ yinces of the same ngdom--a free and

¢ unfettered intercourse is'alike productive
“ of general and local advantage.”

Most of the pr1n01ples contained in these

interrogatories are so demonstrably true,

that but to admit their general truth is im--
possible. From the general admission,
must, however be excepted the proposi--
tion regardmg the introduction of commo-

dities indigenous to any two or more
nations, for my understanding is really, at
present, too obtuse to .comprehend the
necessity or advantage of ‘one nation, re-

ceiving' from another a commodity, which
nature has provided both with the means to-

obtain by domestic mdustry, unless upon
the prmclple of rempromty viz. that, from

e
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particular causes, a nation—for instance

Great - Britain being necessitated for na-

tional security .as well as for national pros-

. perity, to carry on ahigh system of culture

upon a limited and generally not a very

- genial surface of soil, disadvantageo.usly SO

probably:in comparison with other nations,
but advantageously, under all circum-
stances,as regards herself, might beinduced
toreceive the corn of Foreign States, though

~ her domestic supply were sufficient for her

demand, upon the following principle :—
Adnitted - that under ordinary circum-
stances, we supply ourselves with the first
“article of necessity (for §Q¢h admission from
‘experience must be made) from internal
resources; yet it is done at a comparatively
heavy expense, and necessarily so from
circumstances before stated, great industry
British system of cultivation, which s
altogether different; as a system, to that of
qny,bﬂzer state;z’_n the world. ’ i
This capital and industry must be pre-
served, as well for,ézational as. for indivi-

* dual purposes, in full vigour ; but as an in-

crease in trade will bring an increase of
consumption, fo meet this increase of con-
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sumption, and this alone, a foreign instead:of
a domestic supply of corn, shall be resorted:
to—(I merely propound the question) upon:
the simple and equitable ‘principle that
British productions and manufactures shall
be received generally upon the:Continent
in return for corn imported into:Great
Britain. T L E P

Having  stated the proposition, T. will -
take leave to answer it by the simple facts,
that the richer states of the Continent will
not, and the poorer: states cannot, in any
great degree, receive more British produc-
tions than they now do; and it is with
great official care and - difficulty that so

" many of such productions are introduced

upon the Conti_nent as.is the case at pre-
sent: therefore foreign corn imported

would, in most instances, be paid for in

specie and not in 'goods. Independently of
which consideration, it is both physically
and morally impossible to produce. the
happy state of things requisite to bring
into.action the beautiful theory laid down
by Mr. Roper and other writers in favour
of free trade. Mr:. Maitland, in his excel-
lent” pamphlet upon the wool question,

P
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1817, P, 32, says, and truly says: ‘ Per-
-« fect fréedom of commerce may, indeed,
“interest usas a speculation, and when
¢ the principle of universal benevolence
¢ shall be known and practised by all ranks
¢ of men, it may perhaps be found expe-
« dient to remove the political barriers by
¢« which that freedom is restrained: but
< until . that 'period shall arrive, it must
« not be forgotten that the age:of reason
“ was not. the era of political or moral
« wisdom, nor did it introduce peace or
« liberty into any nation which bent the
<< knee before its altar: when other states
¢« shall deem it expedient to expose to com-

¢¢ mon use the local advantages which they -

<« severally enjoy, it may theh be essential
« to consider the propriety of pursuing the
« same path; dut i is more than question-
< gble how far it would be discreety in this
e cozmtry, to set the example.” »
“So far from its being possible to estab-=

lish a perfect freedom of trade between

nations, it has been found hardly practi-
cable even to harmonize the principle with
the contending interests of this nation, ab-

stractedly in itself. T well recollect that

when the Minister proposed two measures
that he considered would be; beneficial —
the repeal of the wool-tax, and the reduc-
tion -of duties upon raw silk, coupling
them with a third, the repeal of the Act
of Parliament preventing the exportation
of British wool, the manufacturers of the
city of Norwich were well content with
the two former, but were much opposed
to the latter, which they said would be
very prejudicial to. the interests of the
city—its -manufactures being - great work-
ers of long spznnzng wool, t/ze exporting
commodily. :

As an answer to Mr. Ropers 1nterroga-
‘tory, ““that were it not for our restrictive
““ laws, would not every one of these
‘ foreign products, (viz. the hemp of Rus-
“ sia, corn of Poland, &c.) flow freely into

¢ this country, to be exchanged for our

“ hardware, woollens, or cottons ?” it can
casily be ascertained that the hemp and
tallow of Russia now flow pretty freely
nto this country, and so would the corn of
Poland, #f it were allowed so to do; but
whether in exchange for our cottons, wool-
lens, and. hardware, is rather more  than
D
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doubtful. With Mr. Roper’s permission, I

will, on this head, submit the testimony
_of a Gentleman, well versed in continental

trade, Mr. Bischoff.—/Vide his letter to
Mr. Maitland, page 69, of the pamphlet
before mentioned ; and if Mr. R. will get
himself diplomatically clothed, and can
induce the Continental Sovereigns gene-
rally to alter their commercial policy, he
will do what no one has yet been able to
do; and until such policy is altered, ¢ the
eﬁusion,” as Sterne says, ° of much Chris-
tian ink may-bespated,” for the alterati'on
really appears to be the hinge upon which
most, if not, the whole, of the questxon of
free trade turns. :

- < In like manner regulations are made
< to. prevent the introduction of Enghsh
« goods in many parts .of the Continent.
¢« In some they are strictly prohibited, and
« it would appear that the Continental sys-

¢ tem, commencing in the Berlin and Milan

« decrees, is still kept in force; but with
““ more effect than even during the late wars :
¢« for instead of returning to those regula-
¢ tions which were in existence before the

“ war, the different. European Govern--

35

“ ments, all of which had been either sup-

“ ported or placed in power by the blood
¢ and treasure of Great Britain, took mea-

¢ Scarcely was the lnk dry by whlch
“ the treaties of Vienna were signed, ere
““they all, as if actuated. by the same
““ motive, resumed their hostile system.
“ Russia, to which country an immense

¢ trade used to be carried on in Woollens,
“ has prohibited the 1mportat10n of all

““ coarse cloth, by enormous duties, except

“ what is ordered by the Government itgelf
¢ for their own troops.

‘¢ The King of Sardinia havmg hig Itallan
* dominions restored ' to him - by British -

“ valour, and Genoa with its territories
““ added to his kingdom, has not only de-

* prived this country of somé of the great

“ privileges she formerly enjoyed in her
*“ commercial intercourse with Genoa; but
““ has laid almost prohibitory duties upon
¢ the introduction of English goods.

“ The Emperor of Germany has prohi-
“ bited the introduction of all woollen and

““ cotton ‘manufactures into his Italian
¢ States.

sumlar policy.
D 2

Other countries have adopted a

1
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- In all discussionsupon free trade some

party, as before: hinted, whose interest
would be affected by the measure, if car-
ried, springs up in opposition to it. As the

celebrated Saurin stated, in another sense,
when - preachlno‘ upon the obligation of

practlsmg universal virtue, one: Wants a
£¢ savmg clause in'favour of avarlce, anothe1 ‘

“in favour of ambition, and a third says
¢ give me but my Herodias, or my Dru-

<« gilla, and you may exclaim as much as

“ you please against all other vices.’
Upon the whole, as the Easterns express
Governors, in their several degrees, under

the similitude of the Sun, the Moon, and ,
Stars, and as these orbs cannot, at the same

moment, dispense an equal portlon of hght
and heat to all quarters of the - globe,
neither can Ministers in legislating for a
contrariety of interests, in an Empire like
Great Britain, adopt a policy which W1ll
harmonize with every partlcular interest,
though it may with the ‘welfare of the
nation at large. : ‘
I am your very obedient Selvant

WKE

Fo ebruary 16, 1826.
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“P. S.—1I repeit, that what Mr. R"oper
says of the reciprocal’ advantages arising
from the exchange of the manufactures of
Yorkshire and Lancashire, ‘f01 the corn of
Essex, Suffolk, and Norfolk; is de‘tnonsira—
bly true. But should the foreigner, by a
free trade, thrust the agriculturists‘of those
counties out of the British market, how
can Norfolk, ‘Suffolk, and Essex purchase
the manufactures of Yorkshire and Lanca-
shire?* At this moment I will venture to
assert - that the county of Norfolk alone

is a greater purchaser of such manufac-

tures than the whole of Russia and Poland
put together. Freedom of commerce after
all is the free exchange of dissimilar, not
similar productions. It is most reasonable

and advantageous that the wines of France
‘and Portugal; the silk of Italy; the cot-

tons of America; and the coffee and sugar

of the West-Indies-and the Brazils, should
‘be freely exchanged for British produc-

tions. The confusion existing upon the

question of free trade appears to rise from

not properly fixing the point where the

freedom of trade ought to end, and the re-

strictive system to begin; for, to establish
D3
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a ‘free trade between nations in similar

prodiictions, independent of the principle
of universal benevolence, a perfect simila-
rity in morals, politics, and physics, must
first be produced. o |

89

LETTER IIL
TO THE EDITOR OF THE MAIDSTONE GAZE?EE._
' . ap.

SIR,

I~ conclusion of my two former commu-

nications, collectively upon Free Trade and

the Corn Laws, 1 beg leave to present you
with some maxims of trade laid down in
the year 1713, as they will be found .in

No. 170, of the Guardian—the whole of

which number may not, at ‘this crisis, be
unworthy the attention of your readers.
Notwithstanding the excellence of these
propositi()lls———#an adherence_to which, for
so many years;, was no doubt a great mean

‘towards elevating this country to her pre--
sent rank—Agricultural, Manufacturing,

and ‘Commercial, circumstances have so far

-altered, as probably, to render, in ‘some

instances, a departure from what was good

~policy in 1713—5-éligible in 1826.
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For instance —in reference to' the: third
proposition of good trading, the importation
of foreign wool duty free—1 observe, that
in the year 1713, the importation of foreign
wool into this country amounted only to
about 850,000/bs. Avoirdupois; as such,
good policy dictated, from the then increas-
ing state of our exports in woollens, that an
encouragement, rather than a discourage-
ment should be given to the importation of
foreign wool ; butin the years 1822, 1823,

‘and 1824, the average importation of wool
was 20,336,238/0s. per annum; and in the
pastyear,theimportation was 43,700,5580bs.
therefore the following comparative state-
‘ment of the importation of wool into, and
the exportation of woollens from Great
Britain, may, from the state of the figures,
suggest the propriety of restraining, con-
trary to the policy of 1713, such an excess
of importation, as but a comparatively small
permanent increase in the exportation of
woollens has taken place since the year
1810, to counterbalance the increase in the
importation of foreign ‘wool—zhe ratio..of
such exportation with importation Jorming the
basis of the policy of 17183, viz. allowing .the.
importation of foreign wool ‘duty free—

Year

\

tation  of Wopllens. . - . Importatmn of 'Wool
Exlf’f:m ‘Great Britain. ‘ into'Great Britain,
- Average of Years. ) £. s, ds - 1bss Avoncdupo:s

from 1700 t0 1720, s eevverenenes anone 869,727
1765 to 1767—4,630,384 0 Oeeverreeneevons
178110 1789 vieess conennnenaes 2,660,828

- 1800 to 1810—6,003,688, 0 0.. cees 17,470,584

— 1814—5,628,001 0 0...... 15,712,517
1821—6,029,973 0 0.,.... 16,63,2028
1822—6;433,908 0 0.....: 19,072,364
1823—6,140,257 .0 O.,.... 19,378,129
1824-—6,926,117 0 0...... 22,558, 202

1825—Not yet oﬁiclally
publlshed.. Cedeesasy 43, 700 5568

Tn making the slightest observation upon
the third proposition of bad trading, T am
aware that, during the present discussions,
I am upon tender ground-—I can, however,
without entering into the merits of these

discussions, be allowed to observe; that

uncontroulable circumstances, such as the
following, may warrant even the introduc-
tion of foreign commodities into a country
manufacturing the like commodities. Ad-
mitted, first, agreeably to the principlé laid
down wpon this proposition, that the intro-

duction 'of foreign commodities common

to herself, (that is without the quid-pro
quo,) is most injurious, yet, seeing, -as
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- in the -cas¢ now mooting, that an entire

prohibition of certain articles, viz. Silks,
Laces, Gloves, &c. gives a fashionable
value to them, that probably, they would
not otherwise possess ; ‘and which articles

ccan be easily conveyed to this country,

from ‘a proximate state like that of France
——Query——vvhether their regular importa-
tion upon the payment of a duty considered,
in ‘ordinary circumstances, equivalent to
the difference in the expense of manufac-
turing between the two countries, is not

‘better than theirentire prohibition? as, not-

withstanding such prohibition is enforced

-against the contrabandist, both fiscally and
criminally, as far as it can be, he is still
found to ‘be introducing prohibited articles
:in'inealculable ‘quantities.

Allowmg the validity of this argument
for removing the present prohibition from
French Silks, Gloves, &c. no legitimate

-application of such validity can be made
to the present Corn Laws: for corn has no .
fashionable value attached to it—nor can

it, by reason of its bulk, be smuggled into

‘a-country as more ‘portable articles can
‘be. -Independently:of these considerations
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there are national ones, which render a free

trade in the very first necessary of life very
different to a free trade in the superﬂuztzes

'Qf {ife.

The enormous 1nﬂux of forelgn wool into

this country, so out of all ratio with the
exportation of woollens, constitutes. also, in

my mind a strong argument against.a free

trade in corn—and the fact of this influx
(one I 'have for nearly five years past more

or less argued upon) is ‘as impértant to the

British corn grower inferentially, as it is
to the wool grower pesitively—=pointing out
to the former, from the state-of the impor-
tation of foreign wool by a free trade, what
probably. Would be the result 10 h1m of a

‘free trade in corn.

" 'Without mul’mplvmg argu"nents, ‘either
upon the general question of frée trade, or
the particular one of a free trade in ‘cor,
T must say it appears tome that all writers

upon both questions are considering, what -

ought to, or might be, under suchand such

‘circumstances; and not what can’be under

existing ones. To estabhsla a perfect free-

“dom  of ‘trade: between wmations, in the

present imperfect state of human  nature,
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and Izuman mstztufzons, is lh’lpOSSlble-~
that freedom must be, coeval alone with
the mll]emum And in conclusmn, upon
- this point in partzcu[ar, I repeat the obser-
vations of Mr. Maitland, given in my
second letter: ¢ Perfect freedom of com-
“ merce may, indeed, interest us as a spe-
‘¢ culation, and when the principle of uni-

“ versal benevolence shall be known and

¢ practised by all ranks of men, it may
“ perhaps be found expedient to remove
¢ the political barriers by which that free-
“ dom is restrained ; but until that period
“ shall arrive, it must not be forgotten
¢ that the age of reason was not the zra
‘¢ of political or moral wisdom, nor did it
“ introduce peace or liberty into any
‘¢ nation or society which bent the knee
““ before its altar—when other states shall
‘ deeni it expedient to expose to common
“ use, the local advantages which they
« severally enjoy, it may then be essentlal
“to, cons1der the proprlety of pursumg
¢ the same path, but if is more zf/zan ques-
¢ tionable how far it would be. dzscrect m
£ this comm y at the presemf momem‘ lo set
« the example.” :
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‘With my thanks for the means you have
afforded me for offering to the publlc some
plain facts and humble mfelences, relatmg
to points of the hlghest moment to the

‘natlonal prosperlty,

I remain, Sll‘, , s o
Your very obedlent Servant

WKB

\ 252h February, 1826. i

| ;’a ‘.4 |

 GENERAL. MAXI“VIS OF TRADE
APPLIED TO THE COMMERCE BETWEEN'
PARTICULARLYGRDAT BRITAIN AND FRANCE

Guardian, No. 170 —1713.

©«1.—That trade which exports manu-
¢t factur es made of the product of the coun-
“try is undoubtedly good; such isthe

& sendmg abroad our Yorkshire cloth, Col«

g eheéte1' baize, Exeter serges, Norwich
¢ stuffs, &c. which being made purely of
< British wool, as much as those exports
“ amount to, so much is the clea1 gain of
‘ the nation,

e e : B o
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“ 2.—That -trade which helps off the
consumptlon of our superfluities, is also
“ visibly advantageous; as in the exporting
““of allum, copperas, leather, tin, lead,
“coals, &c. So much as the exported
¢ superﬂuities amount unto, so much also
“is the clear national profit.
“« 3 —The importing of foreign materials
¢ to be manufactured at home, especially
““ when the goods, after ‘they are manyfac-
“ tured, are mostly sent abroad, is also,
€ Without dispute, very beneﬁcial as, for
‘ instance, Spanish- wool, which for that
‘ reason is exempted from paying any
‘ duties.
¢« 4,—The 1mportauon of forelon mate-
e rials, to be manufactured here, although
“ the manufactured goods may be chiefly
“ consumed by us, ‘may be also beneficial ;
““ especially when the 'said materials are
“ procured in exchange forour commodi-
“ties; as raw silk, grogram yarn, and
¢ other goods brought from Turkey.
“5.—Foreign materials wrought up here
““into such goods as would otherwise be
¢ imported ready manufactgred', is a means
“-of saving money to the nation: . such
“is the importation of flax, “hemp, and
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« yaw silk; i¢ is therefore to be wondered at,
« that those commodities are not exempt from
“ all duties, as well as Spanish wool.

<« 6.—A trade may be called good which
6 exchano es manufactures for manufac-

~ ¢ tures, and commodltles for commodities

‘“ —Germany takes as much in value of
< our woollens and other goods, as we do
¢ of their linens: by this means, numbers
“ of people are employed on both suies to
¢ their mutual advantage. e

“«7.—An importation of commodltles,
¢« bought partly with money, and partly
“ with goods, may be of national advan-
¢ tage; if the. greatest part of the commo-
“ dities thus imported, are again exported
“as in the case of East India goods, and
< generally all imports of goods which are
¢ re-cxported, are beneficial to a nation.

-« 8,—The carrying of goods from one
« forelgn country to another, is a profitable
< article of trade—our ships are often. thus

« employed between- Portugal, Italy, and
“ the Levant, and sometimes' in the East -

€ Indles *

* From a combmatlon of - cncumstances, thls valu-
able branch of tnde is now unfortunately a,lmost lost
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' ?‘ 9. -~When there isa necess1ty to im-
it port ooods Wthh a nation cannot be

to Great Bx‘itain,.particularly in the Mediterranea;ri, :

upon which much might be said. =~ W.X.B.
- ADDITIONAL NOTE.
Ea:tmct ﬁom the - Right Hon. Wm. Husimsons

speech upon’ the state of British Skzppmg——12tk qf '

May, 1826. —-—-(COURIER )
¢ Upon the general pacrﬁcatlon of Eulope, but
‘¢ before we laid up our ships in ordinary, we.insisted
““upon the Powers of Barbary abandoning the 1lleg1t1~
¢ mate mode in which they carried on war against the
« States of the Mediterranean; taking prisoners for
“¢¢ the sake of the ransom, or to make them’ slaves.
¢ The abolition of- this caused a great change in the
¢¢ commerce of the Medrterranean. I.do not mean to
“ say that what we did was not‘praisewerthy, and
¢« and although it was not a positive duty to put an
<< end to such a state of things; ~although there was
“no great moral obligation for us to do it, as in the
« case of the slave trade, and be it right or wrong, it

“ is right, as I think, and it will be looked upon as .

< such by lnstory,_ to the honour of England ; but it
- “has produced a change injurious to our shipping in

" < that quarter. Before that event the flag of Great

- ¢ Britain was the only one which was 'protecte'd from
< the piracies ‘of the barbarians; but afterwards all
“ the flags of the little states of the Mediterranean,
« were gqually respected with our own. This, of
“ course, had the effect of diminishing the quantity of
¢ English ships, anduth}e number of English sailors
« employed in the Mediterranean. In the coasting -

’
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« w1thout although such goods are chleﬂy
« purchased " with morey, it cannot be
“ accounted a bad trade, as our trade to
« Norway and other parts from whence
‘“are 1mported naval stores, and materlals
« for bulldlng B

BUT A TRADE IS DISADVANTAGEOUS TO A NATION,

¢ 1.~—Which brings in things of mere

¢ luxury and pleasure, which are entlrely,‘
¢ or for the most part consumed among
“us; and such I reckon the wine trade

““ to be, especially when the wine is pur-

¢ chased with money, and not in exchange
¢ for our eommodities.
¢ 2,.—Much worse is that trade Wthh

- ‘frbr_lngs in a commod;ty that is not only .

 trade "of the Mediterranean, there were 16,000 :

“ British seamen employed, and from 7,000 to 8,000

“ natives. " But for this circumstance that trade must

“have been carried on by British ships alone. I can-
“ not say exactly ‘what change may have taken place
““on that account, but I recollect that an Honourable

© ¢ Member, now no more, (Mr. Marryatt) stated, that
“ the number of vessels in the Medlterranean had de-

“ creased from eight or ten thousand to between seven
““and eight hundred.”—Vide Appendzw to the autkm s
“ Letter to My Canmng, -No. 2, page 59.

E
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« consumed among us, bul: junders the con-
J4 sumptzon of the lz/te quantu‘ . of ours—
“As is the. 1mportat10n of brandy, Whlch‘
S hmders the spendlng of our extracts of

5

« dently charged Wlth excessive dutles. o

- «3.—That trade is emmently bad which
“ supplies the same goods as we manufac-
< ture’ 6urselves, especmllv if we can make
“ enough for our consumption;; and. 1 take
¢ this to, be the case of; the silk. manufac—
“ ture Wthh with oreat labour and indus-
“.try, is brought to. perfe_ct;gr;_: in London,

,,,,,,,

“ Canterbury, and.other places.

Ry

- * The subject of the preseht high duty upon Malt
—the standard article for forming the poor man’s

beverage—hag, in more than one mstance, been recently_

brought before ‘the’ Bl‘ltlbh Leglslature, and in a tem-
perate way. that in almost every instance finally ensures
success in theqe cases

The ploposmon that o the voice of the people is the
¢ vmce of God » inust be subJected to a hmltatlon, as

one of the pubhc weal bemg thé sui)reme la,w,> may

be taken m an unlmnted sense and I know oi" nothmg,

eal than every attentlon qug pald to the welf'zre .

of the labouung pagt of the communlty,——W. K B.
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¢« 4,.~The importation ‘upon easy terms
« of such manufactures. as are already
¢ introduced in a.country, must be of bad
¢« consequence, and check their progress ;
« as it would undoubtedly be the case of
« the linen and paper ‘manufactures of
“ Qreat Britain, (which are of late very
« much improved,) if those commodities
“ were suffered to be brought in W1thout
“ paying very high dutles. ,
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(CIRCULAR.)

'u 3

i ; )
SIR,

I have the honour to anhex you a copy
of aletter I addressed to Mr. Canning on
the 14th of March last, with some printed

~details relatlve, to the state of the trades in
wool and woollen manufactures, and I have

no doubt that upon an examination of the
details, you will admit a direct case for en-
.quiry ‘has -been made out. I trust they
will also:tend; .in a:-considerable degree, to

elucidate, from._.analogy, some important

peints,ofithe Com Question. i

BEQENEC ] S

tQ the Public in a separate prlnted form,” but it is now

Lonnected with - the Corn question, in order to bring -
’che two subjects of corn and woo] into conymctwn ,

paltof thls Appendlx has been presented befoxev
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With respect to the latter, I am daily

more confirmed in the opinion of the-poli<-

tical propriety of not allowing foreign corn
regularly to enter the British. market, par-
ticulatly for two reasons : Fllst-The, pre-
servation of the country from a dependence
upon the foreigner for the first: article of
necessity—and Secondly, that our specie
may be retained in the country, as should
open ports be at all times allowed for
foreign grain, I am persuaded a perpetual
drainage of specie would be the conse-
quence ;i for:T-know of no'idea’so-delusive
as the.one of* British manufactures ‘being
taken in return, I mean in‘any adequaté
degree; for: foreign corn imported:—Were
such : to ‘be the case, I admit that this
branch. of : the subject might be mooted on
very different grounds.—The Continental
commercial system is one that, without

presumption, I:may assume the -capability

of giving, whenever required so to do, ra-
ther a confident opinion upon, and:at pre-
sent, I see no reason to alterany positions

Tmay have before deduced from it=~when

T'do, I shall willingly make my retractation.

- The Maidstone Gazette, of the 28th of

March last contamed I believe finally,
: E 3

i T TR
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what T'have to' adv’ance upon ‘the necessity
of 'an ‘enquiry into the state of the ‘wool
andwoollen trades, ‘and it ‘will:remain for
the Enghsh Wool growers; of fine. wools:in
partzcular to take those steps the ex:gen-
cles’ of the cas,e may be deemed to requlre.

EE SN

I have the honour to be, ,
-81r,. :
Your imost obedlent Servant

WM. KEER BROWN.

(COPY.).
Maidstone, 14th March, 1826.
S, " L

T have the honour to submit to your econ-
sideration some - details: ‘respecting.. the

importation - .of . Foreign - wool. into, and
the expor’eatmn of . Woollens from Great
- Britain. ‘ ~

S Ine reference to: the dummshed state
comparatively, of :the. exportation - of . wool-

“lens from this country since- the peace in

1814-—-1 ‘bepleave to sy, that solong since
a$ the 23d’ March 1821; T presented to the
laté Matquis of Londonderry, some ofﬁcml

facts arlsmg out ‘of “‘the Contlnental dom-

mércial system-—-a system that con nﬁé's
with uiiabated rigotr, as T¢ ""ras the ‘infro-
duction generally of Bfmtlsh commodltles
apon ¢ the’ Oontment o
Probablyj(at the penod aﬁﬁae"& tgé"f"::
éubJect Was not tconmdeled of
suﬁiment 1mp01tance to 'mer\lt an enqulry
into, or it was antlclpated that such a
modification of the system . might take
place as would cause an increase in the
exportation of Woollens-—thereby render-
ing - enquiry useless.—-Thls unfortunately
has not beet thie case ; and the enormous
mcrease in the 1mportat10n of foreign wool,
so out of all ratio wzlh the ezporlaz‘zon of
twoollens, has become an object of* most
serious: cohmderatwn to the growers of

English fing'woolsg: <<
+ The effect of animportation of Wool J,nto '
- this country is ‘different :to one: of -an-im-

portation of silk or cotton, inasmuch  as

“the ]atter, bemg artielés pmely of foreign
growth dre’ soon taken ﬁom m over -loaded

ma1ket upon a révival of commerce. -~—Not
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so. with.wool, as our;,own, growth of that
article.increases; the weight.upon an over-
loaded market“ Wthh will - soon. pre emi-
nently be_, ,the
increase in the" 1mportat10n of forelon Woo]
the, British growth.of Wool of the year.1826,
will soon be.added. : =
AL thls perlod no. doubt Slr, the subject
will: be deemed one, ﬁt for .enquiry into—
British; -wool
: le‘ltlshr, €oTN

‘\, H 3.
oA ..x)._l.x‘

e I\have he hqnor:'to be, _;,

II'
2 by e
_ux} kL ¥ T EEEE

el Your most. obedlent Servant

_70 t/ze ]izvlzt Hon. G’eorO“e Cannznd M P
.His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State
for Forezgn Aﬁazrv, 8((:° &eadlen

Gl EXTRACT fmm E: preface to three let-
ters in continuation, .relative -to. a . FREE

TRADE .IN; CORN, . in Great, Britain,

WM KEER BROWN .
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addrésséd “to Tthe  Editor of the’ ‘Maidstone
Gaette, on the’ 30th of i anuary, 16th ‘and

20th of Febluary, 1826, by RIS

WM KEER BROWN

¢ Next in 1rnp'ortance to and ‘1nt1mately
¢ connected with the Corn Questlon, 1s the

< %tate of the exportatmn of - woollens from

« and the m‘lportatlon ‘of wool into Gréat
s Britdin. ——Upon this® subject T brought
« forward various documents so Tong’ sinée
“ as March 1821, (five years) but from'that
¢ perlod to the present one, few /persons
« could, from their mtrlcacy, accompany
“ me through a variety of foreign details.
« Argrower of English fine wool will how-
. ever,..at t/zzs time,.. When the facts are

¢ brought to hls knowledge, immediately

« feel that he is affected, and materially
¢ affected," When the exportation of wool-
< lens from. this \Country -has \not, from

“ foreign impediments;:buif:little increased
“ since the year 1810—but that the impor-

« tation of foreign wool has increased since
‘¢ 1810, from about 7,500,000/bs. avoirdu-
‘¢ pois to. nearly: 44,000,000/bs.—and;’ as
¢ d corn grower, he-will-also immediately

¢ see that-if such' has béen the' eﬁ'ect of &

e s T

s e
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“free trade’in: wool, :"what may ‘b ex“
‘e pected frofi-a free trade in corn.
¢ The ‘inferétice to be drawii ‘from the
< fact -of such an-enormous-increase as has
¢ for the four last years taken. place in the
it lmportatlon of ! forelgn Wosl; which ‘im-
298 ‘Portation: as compared With’ the ‘expdita-
< tion of- Woollens will be'séen in 'thé third
£e: Letter, is'@ither that the Wwool has been
<« WrOught iip“for hoie consumptlon" or
-etligt lays[ kY welght upoh* the Ehghsh
L -’Wool market. ' Thé latter T belicve: to’ be,
“in avery constderable’ degree, tHe Ease ; ;
L8 for largeand’ gratifying as has- for §6me
(¢ it past béen the incredsé in the Jome
“‘trade in woollens, I doubt if’ ithay been
suﬂiciently great to -answer both o
¢ ‘increaseé in the grotwtlh of Brztzs/z zoool an(l
<<lio'that in ‘the zmportatzon Qf forez 71 wool
L and it is Worthy, of obsérvation; : that if
| “€.7,;500,000065. of* forelon "WOOI 1mpoxted
“in 1810 answered to an

'i,

forelgn wool, as compaled with that which took place
plevxouslv to the tax being. 1mposed. ol
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¢« when will the last four years’ importation
¢ be carried off,—the average of which

. ¢ having been not:less than 25,000,0007bs.

‘ per annum; seeing that no increase in'the

<4 exportation of woollens from this,country
«is likely to take place.—It is equally
. worthy of observation;-that although the
« Act of Pailiament prohibiting the expor-
¢ tation:of, Bl‘ltlbh wool has been ffepealed

,“ moved hltherto the: exportatlen of Brltlsh'

“ ool “has, from heavy duties immediately

“ fixed upon its importation abroad been
080 “gmall; as. scarcely to' render itan
“gbject - of conSIdelatlon -in¢ the ‘present
.:“ﬂmstance LS At ‘

. Dxpértatxon of Woollens- -

Impm tation of Wool
-froin Great Bntmn

into. Gleat Butmn
" Average of Years.© £ s.'d.'.‘: _
from 1700 £0 1720.v4 v vanenwiiniinaes . 869,727
1765 to 1’76’7—4630 384 0 0
CA78L t0 1189 iV i hheeae e 2660 828
11800 t6,1810--6, 003,688:0 0... ... 7,470,584
Yea1 e 1814—5 628,001 0 0.ne... 15,712,517
1821:-6,029,973 0 0., oeees 16,63,2028

‘1827———6 433,908:0 0., vdeedi- 19 072,364

" 1823—6,140,25'7 0 0...+.. 19,378,129
. 1824-6,926,117 0 o... ,-22,658; 9292
D 1825-—5 925,o’74 0 0.....; 43 '700 568

“ibs,  Avoirdupois..

N o

T

s
e
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v STHESHEEP. -
bt ‘»,_(, me the Encyclopazdza Brztanmca)

AMONGST the various: ammals Wlth Whlch

divine Providence has stored the world for
theiuse of man;, rione is to ‘be' found ‘more
infiocent, - more ‘useful, ‘or ;more:valiable
thatiothe-'Sheep. ¢*The - Sheep* sup slies us
withy food: and cIothmg, and) ﬁﬁdsﬂample
employment for:our poor at all’timés ‘and
seasons:of the year, ‘whereby': 'amety of
manufactures iofwoollen::cloth s "cariied
onwithout: mterruptmn toi‘domestic’ ¢oms
fort, and loss~to fr1endly soc1ety or~1n311ry
toihealth, as:isinot the case ‘with’ many
other: occupations. - Every lock of 'wool
‘that-grows. on its back becomes the means
of support- to sta,plers, ‘dyers, ‘pickelrs;
scourers, scrlbblers cardei‘s combers,
spmners, i spoolers, 3 WarperSf queelers,
‘Weayers,: fullers, Auckers; butlers, 'shear-
~ men;rpressers;clothiers, and packers; Who,
“oner aftér another, tumble and ‘toss, and’
twist and bake and boil, this raw- materi‘a]?;‘
- till they-have extracted a livelihood out!it';

61

and then comes the merchant, who, in his
turn, - ships it (in its highest state of im-
provement) to:all:quarters:of the ‘globe,
from whence he brlngs back -every kind of
riches to his country, in return for this valu--
able commodity which the sheep aﬁ‘ords,

.- Besides., this, . the:useful:‘animal- after
being.. deprived. -of . his.;coat; »produces.
anotheragainst . the next year; and-when

- wepare. hungry-andskill;shiny, for foods)he

gives,us; his:skin toremploy. thexfell-mongers:
and.- parchment—makers,u wha : supplyfius

..............
O

with .a.durable: ‘material:for} securingi @ur

estates,. .rights.jand:possessions;. and:if:our
enemies take: -the-field, against usj>with:a:
powerful..instrument: for-rousing . oricous
rage  to, repel.their, attacks...When thé
parchment-maker has taken as much! of the:
skm as-he can use, ithe glue-maker comes:
after, and : picks.up every.: morsel . that:is
left, gand therew1th;§upphes . material. for.
the. carpenten rand - cabinétsmaker, which:
they cannot do.without, and which isiessen-:
tially: necessary before we can! thave elegant
furmture -An., our;: hOUSQS" stables; chairsy:

lookmg -glasses, - and .a-hundred: other artis

cles. of convenience :- and. when the: winter:

nights come  in, while:we. are . deprived ‘of -

R
e e S L
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the cheerlng light "of the: sun; ‘the- shéép
supplies us'with an artificial mode: of light, -
whereby we* preserve every' pleasure of
domestic: somety, and with the assistance -
of which we can continue our work, or
write. ot read; and’ improve our-mind; ot
 enjoy the social mirth of - our “tables.
" Another part of the slaughtered’ animal
sﬁpplies”us -with ‘an-ingredient: necessary
for ‘making good ‘common soap»,ua uséful
store! for- producmg cleanhness i every':
famﬂy, rich- 0¥ paor. . ‘Neither - ‘need . the!
~ horns be thrown away; for they are con-’
Verted by the button-makers and turnets:
into a cheap kind of button, tips:-forBows, '
and’ many useful ornaments. -From: the .
very trotters an‘oil is- ‘extracted, useful for

many: purposes, and ‘they afford- good feod

when baked in.an oven. - - - IRt
Even.the bones are:useful also, for by a

late “invention of: Dr:: Higgins, they:: are "

found, when reduced: to ashes; to:be a use-
ful and. essential ingrediént in: the compo-
sition .of the finest artificial stone;, in orna-
mental work: for chimney-pieces, cornices.
of rooms. houses; &c. which renders: the:
composition more durable by. effectually
preventing its cracking. :

03

Ifit is objected to.the meck inoffensive
creature, that he is expensive while living,

in eating up our grass, &c. it may be an- .

swered that it is quite the contrary, for he
can feed where every other animal has been
before. him, .and:grazed:all.he could, ﬁnd
a‘nd;..‘t,hati1f;he.-take a little. grass_on. ,0,1‘1,1;__}
downs, or in our fields, he. amply repays
us for every blade: ofgrass:in the richness, .
of. the manure he leaves behmd him. He
protects - the, hands, from the, cold WIDELY. .

‘blast, by providing. them, w1th the. softe§t 1

leather gloves. Every gentleman is also,;
indebted to him for the neat binding Q;f\,jh.;,s;.,,
books, for the sheath of his sword, and. for .
cases for his instruments ;: in ,Sh_ort not 1o,

be tedious  in mentioning thervamgus;‘uges‘

of leather, thereis.hardly any furniture or . '

utensil.of life but the sheep. contributes.to.
render elther more. useful, convement or
omamental ‘ ‘

et
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Extract from the Resolutions, passed at a Meeting of

‘the Maidstone Agricultural Association,  held a;
Maidstone, on the 20th of April, 1826.

- - JAMES ELLIS, EsQ..1N THE CHAIR,

“ Resolved.—That this Meeting views
with alarm the increased and increasing
importation of foreign wool, particularly
the unexampled increase of last year; and
considering the vast importance of the
wool trade both to the Agricultural and
Manufacturing prosperity of the country,
this Meeting trusts that some enquiry may
take place into the state of the wool and
woollen- trades, in order—either that an
increase in the exportation of Woollens
may be effected, or that the importation of
- foreign wool may be restrained.”

“ ResoLvep,—That this Meeting consi-

der that the effect of a free trade in ‘wool
is a-good criterion practically to judge of
what may be expected from a free trade in

Corn, should ever such a measure be car-

‘ried into effect.”

FINIS.

Printed by J. Loder, Woodbridge.




