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THOUGHTS
THE POLICY

or

THE PROPOSED ALTERATION

 THE CORN LAWS.
| S

'THE Corn-Bill, now before Parliament, forms
one of a series of measures which have been intro-
duced by Government, of late years, with a view to
keep down the price of grain in Great Britain, by
encouraging the competition of foreign corn with

the growth of our own soil, when prices have

attained a certain level. »

It is unnecessary to go into any detailed history of
those measures. By Lord Londonderry’s Bill, in
1822, the monopoly price of wheat, which had been
secured to the British agriculturist at 80s. per quar-
ter, by Mr. Robinson’s Bill, in 1815, was reduced to
70s., when the ports were to be opened, on pay-.
ment of a duty, on foreign wheat, of 17s. per quar-

- ter, during the first three months, ‘and of 12s.
thereafter. By the Bill now introduced, the mo- -
nopoly . is to be altogether taken away, and the

ports are to remain open at all times, on payment
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of a duty, varying according to pm,e, but which
will disappear when the average rises to 70s.
And a similar reduction will be made in the pro-

. tection to be afforded, in future, to other kinds of

grain.

Both Mr. Robinson’s and Lord Londondeuyb
Bills were announced as mtended to fix the law
permanently ; notwithstanding which, important
innovations, and, uniformly, to the prejudice of

~ the agriculturists, have been repeatedly made,
" sometimes by act of parliament, and sometimes

by orders in council: and, from the principles
which are sanctioned at present, it appears far
from being improbable, that a farther reduction
of the protection now conceded, may he proposed
by ministers, in. the course of a very short time.
Certainly, the vacillation and the want of prac-

. tical information, which have been displayed by

Government cannot fail to be very alarming to
the -agriculturist. Even within these few weeks,
and after two years of secret and solemn- deli-
beration, so slight a knowledge had been acquired
of those details, on a perfect acquaintance with
which any safe and comprehensive system of
protection must be founded, that - propositions
were brought forward, with regard to the relative
value of wheat, barley, and ocats—and of oats,
and oatmeal—so decidedly theoretical and erro-

. neous, as to render it necessary to abandon them

almost as soon as they were enunciated.

The great difficulty and obscurity in which the -

question of the Corn Laws is involved, appears to
me to arise from the vagueness of the principles
assumed as the basis of legislation. Until these
principles are fixed, and the Legislature determine

with accuracy what definite object is to be kept in -

view, in ascertaining the extent of protection to be
afforded to British agriculture, it is impossible to
reconcile the very opposite opinions which are
entertained on this subject.

- On the one hand, the agriculturists are anxious
to obtain high prices, which will afford high rents
to the landlords, and large: proﬁts\ to the farmers,
without any view to ulterior considerations. - On
the other hand, the trading interests are anxious

to reduce rents and profits to as low a rate as

possible, with a view to the extension of forelgn

commerce ; the future prosperity of which, they

say, depends, in a great measure, on a a low rate of
wages, and an increased exchange of British
manufactures for foreign corn: while a third
party, headed by the ministers - of the crown,
maintain, that the interests of all the great
branches of industry are involved in the prosperity
and depression of each other; and they are de-
sirous to hold the balance fairly, and to afford
equal and impartial protection to all.

The last, is the most plausible view of the sub-
ject; but I am much inclined to fear, that some
very important considerations do not receive their
due weight from its supporters.

T

T PPN AN SO TS

ST

St ST

T

T

s

R e L



|
|
|
i
i

s g

e T

RSO A

T R

TRt A

. ~'The question appears to me to be considered too
exclusively "in A_'a,- colnmercial point - of view ; by
which I do not. mean, that it is considered solely
as re_latihg to its effects-on trade and manufactures,
properly so called, as distinguished from agricul-
ture, but that the agriculturists are looked on
merely as a great manufacturing and trading class,
whose capital is employed in the production and
commerce of gwm, and who are entitled to, and
should obtain protection in a greater or less degree,
" on commercial principles alone, and as Coﬁnected
~with the facilities afforded to other traders and
manuféctulels enwaged in the increase  of indi-
vidual and national wealth. .

But the subject ought to be conbldered in a
political,-as well as in a commercial point of view;
and, in the present situation of the country, its
political  bearings appear to - be . peculiarly im-
' portant. '

Notwithstanding the low average price of .corn
during the last twelve years, and the beneficial
effects which, it is said, low prices ought to produce
on commerce, this country has. sustained the most
violent at‘_ld repeated convulsions of embarrassment
and distress, which, during the present crisis in
particular,-have pervaded our whole internal rela-
tions, to a most alarming extent.

“There ' is something very ‘anomalo_us in this
general . embarrassment ; for, whether we regard
the powerful political influence which this country
excrts over all foreign nations, or the freedom and

9

liberality of our institutions, the intelligence .and
good faith of our government, and the vast accu-
mulation of wealth, which has rendered England
the centre of the commercial and financial trans-
actions of the world, a long course of uninterrupted

~ prosperity might, to all ‘appearance, have been

safely anticipated after the termination of "the
general war. '
 Yet so it is, that, in the twelfth year of profound
peace, this great nation has been shaken to its
foundations ; and a feeling of confidence as to the

future, is, at the present moment far from being

restored.

By some, the difficulties under which the nation
labours are attributed to a wasteful expenditure of
the public money ; and it has been even said, that

| ~ the pressure of the national debt can ‘be no 1onger ,

supported. Others ascribe our embarrassments to
the late wild speculatmns, originating in’a " dis-
ordered state of the currency and an undue issue
of bank notes ; while a revision of the Corn Laws,
and the free admission of foreign grain at a mode-
rate protectlng ‘duty, is held by many to be a.
 certain panacea for all our distress. :
I conceive, that none of _these theories are ade-
quate to accourt for the extent of the evils of
which we complaln _—
. There appears to be every dlsposxtmn, on the
part of our government, to lighten the burdens of
the people, so far as is consistent with political
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security, Within the last ten years, more than
twenty millions of taxes have been repealed ; and,
though a farther reduction of taxation would, no
doubt, be highly desirable, when it can be made
with safety, I am at a loss to discover how the
existing distress could either have been prevented

or alleviated by the remission of taxes to a some<

what farther extent, since the expenditure of
Government must, in consequence, have been
reduced in a like proportion. It is a constitu-

© tional grievance, if the-expenses of Government
_are too great, for the influence of the crown is

thereby unduly increased; but, in so far as en-
couragement to successful industry is concerned, it
is evident, that, whether the revenue is frugally
administered or otherwise, a curtailment of govern-
ment expenditure must be accompanied by a di-

minished consumption of commodities, to an extent -

equal to the increased facilities to purchase, ob-
tained by those to whom taxes are remitted.

The burden entailed by the national debt is
oppressive’; but that debt is contracted—the faith
of the nation is pledged to. recognise it—and it is
more than doubtful, whether the confusion and
ruin, the utter breaking up of all confidence, and
of public and private security, and the degradation
of national character,: resulting. from. any forcible

reduction of the value -of our public engagements, -

would not infinitely counterbalance any pecuniary
advantage derived to us from such.a source.

_ the security offered.

I

If capital has perished from imprudent specula-
tions, much more than sufficient remains for carry-
ing on the real busmess of the country; for it is

‘notorious that, at the present moment, no,want of

capital exists, though' the difficulty of employing it
safely and beneficially is most severely felt. Re-
strictions on the issues of bankers, however neces-

sary for the security of the public, can have but a

very temporary effect on the abundance or scarcity
of money, or on great speculations, arising from a
facility in obtaining loans. Capital circulates in
many forms besides that of bank notes; and it
will find the means of transmission in one shape or
other, with more or less rapidity, and to a greater
or less extent, according to. the demand, and to

doubt, increased by undue issues of notes ; but the

extent to which such have been carried, bears a -

small proportion to the amount of the real capital

of the country: mor will accommodation-paper

ever be discounted, to any large amount in notes
of a low denomination. '

Lastly, if the agriculturists have been deriving
considerable benefit from their monopoly, at least
their profits have been generally expended within
the country, in the employment of labour, and the
purchase - of manufactured goods. Certainly, it
cannot be denied that the distress is not to be
attributed to an elevation, of late, in the price of
corn; and had corn bheen cheaper,  and wages
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lower, in the years 1824 and 1825, the accumula-
tion of unsaleable commodities would, in all pro-
bability, have been greater than it actually is.

To what cause, then, are our embarrassments to
be mainly ascnbed ? The answer, I think, is
obvious : to the over-production of manufactured
goods, and that to an extent which cannot be im-

mediately ¢onsumed, however low, prices may be

reéduced. Yet, the system now proposed to be
adopted with regard to the Corn Laws, is intended,
by its promoters, to act as a ‘powerful stimulus' to

~ the increase of manufactured productions; but it
" is expected that the national wealth will be greatly

increased by an extended demand from. abroad,
‘which will absorb the’ extended production of our

mantifacturers; notwithstanding any diminution of'
"the consumption ‘at home, in consequence of a

limitation of the demand in England, from a fall-
ing off in the means of the agricultural interest
to purchase. '

The mere rapid accumulation of natlonal wealth,
however, ought never to be the paramount object
of legislation ; and if this obJect alone is pursued
in the conduct of affairs, our favourable anticipa-

"tions will be almost invariably disappointed.

The first duty of Government is, to provide for
the stability of the constitution, and for the moral
and pohtlcal interests of the people ; and if it can
be ‘shewn, that any system of pohcy, “however,
specious and even brllllant it may appear, hazards

13

the injury and degradation of that class of the
community where the surest safeguards against
violent ﬂuctuatlons of credit, and against political
innovations, are to be found, then it méy be surely
declared, that such a system is fraught with mani-
fest danger to the nation at large. -

It can scarcely be denied, by any but the wﬂde%t

pohtlcal economlsts of the day, that the agricultural
body hold this 1mportant position in the state. On

their well-doing, not only the wealth and mﬂuence
of the aristocracy depends, but also that of the

invaluable class of small proprietors, which binds - -

together the whole country population of Engiand,-

from the peer to the peasant; and, in order td

maintain this bond of union, and the wholesome

" influence of the proprietors of the soil, who, with |

their numerous. dependants, both in town and
country, amount to half the population, it is
necessary to enable them, not merely to exist
and to carry on the cultivation of the land, by
adapting their style of living to reduced incomes

and profits, but to maintain the position which -

they occupy in prosperous times. ‘
Let me not be understood to undervalue the

advantages of commerce and ‘manufactures; no
man, possessed of common understandmg,_ can be

blind to the benefits which they confer on the

whole human race; least of all, in England, so

well fitted to take the lead in the commerce of the
world, can. it be maintained, that the interests of
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commierce should - be meglected. I am ready
to admit, that the prosperity of trade and agri-
culture depend mutually on éach other; but, in
iy humblé apprehension, the prosperity of trade,
n order to beé - steady, must, in a country like
Great Britain, bé founded on a healthy and flou-

rishing state of - agriculturé. When the extensmn

of trade is so founded, it is steadily progressive;
and the advantages which' it conférs ofi agriculture
aré progreéssive in like manter, and re-act on trade,
both foreign and domestic, and again on agricul-
ture, in an mCreasmg ratio, and to‘an unhmlted
extent.

Those branches of trade which are not founded
ot the prospérity of the home market, miust, from
the very nature of things, bé fluctuating and un-
certain. They niay, in many instances, enrich
individuals, and even be productive of great na-
tional advantages ; but their prospeuty and decline
depend, it a great measure, on foreign relations,
which are not always wider our contiol.

The great extension of our foreign corifiierce i8
now working powerfully thioughout tli€ empire,
and riew features are rapidly developing thémselves,
which indicate 4 remarkablé change in the wholé

' body politic. -

. Iniinense masses of populationi arée becommg
cOngregated in an ovérgrown capital and in thé

' manufacturmg districts, with éhﬁ’erent feehngs and

different interésts from  the irihabitants of thé
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country, and those masses are yearly and daily
increasing with a 1ap1d1ty unknown in “former

times.

The great bulk of thls city populatlon is chiefly
supported by commercial undertakings: while
commerce is prosperous they live comfortably, and
even luxuriously ; but their habits do not lead them
to lay up the means even of bare subsistence for a
period of depression, and when that period arrives,
they are reduced in vast numbers to extreme
misery, and to a dependance for their very exist-
ence on the charity of the public. 1

I am far from being disposed to depreciate the
quiet and patient spirit which has been so conspi-
cuously and so creditably evinced of late by the
distressed workmen throughout Britain; but it is
also too plainly to be observed; that a political
feeling has been for some time gradually extending
itself among the working classes in the great
towns, founded on what they conceive to be the
exclusive interests of their caste; while a con-

sciousness of the power of their increasing num- .

bers and intelligence, and the facilitiés which they
can, and so frequently have made use of for com-
bination, will render them every day more formi-
dable, in the event of their being incited by distress
and by designing agitators, to desire important

- changes in. the government-and in the dlstmbutlon

of property. -

* The state of the manufacturmg populatlon isat
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present tmnqml and their numbers may not yet

be such as to excite any immediate appxehensmn'

as to the ability of Government to secure the

peace of the country, and to protect the constitu-

tion - against - violent aggression. But we cannot

easily’ forget what has already happened, and

that at no remote penod a disposition to very

serious mischief was indicated on the part of the
‘working classes in our great towns, when goaded ’
on by distress and by pohtlcal pr1nc1p1es of ‘a very
_ dangerous description, -

In order to check and subdue this dlsposmon,
the strenuous exertions of the Well-dlsposed part
of the commumty were requlred in aid of Go-

| vernment, ‘and even .a suspension -of ‘some.of the
fundamental laws of the constitution was deemed

.necessary-—an “evil of itself of no'small magmtude ;o

" and the consequences of the.frequent recurrence -

of Wh1ch as regards the permanent increase of the
power of the executive, it is not easy to foresee. On
the other hand, any - further - consider able‘addltlon
to the manufacturing population, while the agrlcul-
tural populatlon is weakened and diminished, must
give rise to very ‘serious apprehensmns as to the

progress and final result of repeated and organized

attempts to effect political changes - “of a revolu-
tionary character. - ‘While the difficulty of carrymg

large and increasing - masses -of: a manufacturing
populatlon ‘through a penod of destitution must

mev1tab1y augment; and would ~p1esent,-ev1ls. of the

17

most ‘serious and alarming magmtude, were any

permanent check to be given to- our foreign com-
merce by war, or by the successful 11va1ry of ‘other
states. : : '
In any view, the recurrence of seasons of stag-

nation and’ distress is, I -am afraid, too- surely to
be antlclpated For, in a great, wealthy, and
intelligent country, speculation will always receive:

encouragement, and a constant tendency of pro-
duction to press more or less on consumptlon must
be the result. S SR

The avowed object of the new Corn- Law, is
to steady the- price of corn considerably below the

average of the last twenty years, and thereby:

to render all commodities cheap. It may appéar

~ paradoxical ; but I do not hesitate to affirm that,

in the present state of this country, we: - cannot,
afford to live cheap. - Cheapness of commodities
1nvolyes a high exchangeable value of money;
but loaded as the nation is, with a debt of eight
hundred millions, a high exchangeable value of
money would increase the pressure: of the debt,
and render the burden-too. grievous to be borne,
when the same amount of taxation would. come
to be levied on a greatly reduced scale of prices.. -
It is of no. consequence to the industrious

classes, whether commodities are exchangeable.
within the kingdom for a higher or lower nominal

price, provided the prices of different commo-;:
dities, and the wages of labour; beéar their. due
B .
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and relative proportions to each other. High or
Low Prices are of importance, only as regards
the state of the foreign exchanges, and our foreign
commerce, and general relations. But nothing has
been observable in the state of the foreign ex-
chapges for many years past, ‘which can render
it necessary to depress prices, so as to force up the
value of money on that account.. And it is at best
extremely doubtful, whether a low price of corn
would enable our manufacturers. to lower the
wages of their workmen, in proportion to the
fall in the price of bread; so as, by diminishing
the expense of production, to export goods on
more favourable terms to foreign .m,arketé, o

Indeed, when it is considered how little manual

“labour, comparatively, is now _employed in the

production of manufactured goods, and how much
is performed by machinery, it is obvious, that
the addition or subtraction of a penny or two
in the price of a loaf of 'briead, muét have a most
insignificant effect on. the cost price of ‘manufac-
tured goods, coupled, as the price of corn is, with
the ability of the whole agricultural population,
to contribute that share of the taxation. of. the
country, which is at present levied from them.

" In point of fact, experience ‘shews, that cheap-

ness of provisions does not .always tend .to lower
the wages of labour, but has frequently a contrary.
effect. . e e

When a labourer can_support. himself. and his

19

family cheap, he is generally indifferent to work ;
he labours only for a few days in the week, and
spends the remainder in idleness and dissipation,
and he requires the temptation of high wages to
induce him to.renounce these. indulgences:..but

when provisions are dear, he is .thankful to get -

work, and offers his services on.moderate terms. ..
_ The, truth is, however, that the expenges of the
labourer are not so materially affected hy the price
of corn as_seems to be.very generally. taken for
granted. . In; prosperous. times, his purchases of
bread do not amount to. one ‘half of his expenses‘;
his principal outlay being.in house-rent, furniture,
dress, fuel, candles, soap, salt, tea, sugar, and other
articles of domestic consumption, besides. butcher’s
meat, beer, . potatoes, and other vegetables, .the

price_of _which may be said to be in some degree

regulated by the price. of corn. For supposing
that each member of a labourer’s family, consisting
of himself, his wife, and three young ‘children, con-
sumes annually one quarter of wheat (which;. I

~ believe,. considerably. .exceeds the true estimate),

and that. the price of, wheat is 70s. a quarter, the.
total charge,.at the end:of the.year, for his five
quarters of.wheat,..is £.17. 10s.; and supposing
theL earnings. of. the same lahourer. and his wife_to
amount to :21s. -per_week .(which is certainly.. a
moderate . allowance in. fair times), this. rate ..of
wages will give him an annual income of £.54. 12s.:
If, therefore, this.:labourer expends..the. whole. of

|
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his wages, the cost of the wheat which his family
consumes; at 70s. per quarter, is less than one-
third of his expenses.
If the price of wheat. should be reduced 10s. pér
quarter, the labourer’s saving will be just £.2 10s.
on five quarters. The reduction in his wages,

of which this saving admits, is from £54 125 to

£59 2s.; and if a reduction of £.2 2s. more
takes ‘place. on those other articles, the price of
which is in' some  measure regulated by the price
of corn, then £.50 of wages will go as far as
€ 54, 195. did when the price of wheat was-10s. a
quarter higher ; admitting a reduction, altogether,
of less than one-eleventh part of his wages—cer-
tainly much too trifling to produce any sensible
effect on the cost price of manufactured goods.

~ A fall in the price of bread can only be advan-
tageous or otherwise to the manufacturing classes,
as. it may affect the power of their customers to

purchase ' their commodities; for it is on the

steadiness of demand for goods, from whatever
cause it may arise, that manufacturing prosperity
must depend. But the power of millions of the
manufacturers’ best customers to purcha‘se, is regu-

lated by, and diminishes and increases in a much

greater proportion than, the price of bread rises
and falls. If the average prime cost of bread.is 8d.
a: loaf,. and it is- sold- for 10d., there remains 2d.
for fent and. profit: but, if by foreign competition,

 the priceis reduced to 9d., the loss of the agricul-

21

turists is one-half of their former gains, while the
advantage to the consumer is only one-tenth. - And

 the same reasoning will apply at whatever rate the

prime cost of bread may be taken. il
But, it is said, the manufacturer will obtain
an increased demand for his productions. in ex-
change for foreign corn. It is, however, difficult
to see, how an increased demand from this source
can meet a diminution to the same extent in the
home market ; since, up to that point, every shil-
ling which is gained by the foreigner, and -which
may, or may not, be laid out in the purchase of
British manufactures, must be obtained by deduct-
ing it from the gains of the British agriculturist,
who expends all his profits within the country, and

. from whom the quickest and surest returns are

obtained.

In considering the amount of protection which -

should be granted to the ‘British. farmer, it has
been usual to estimate it merely at the increased
cost of production, arising from the weight of
taxation falling on the land in. this country, as
compared with others; but “calculations of the
taxes and burdens, which are borne by the British
agriculturists, as compared with their ‘rivals in
Poland,  afford very inadequate data for -ascertain-
ing the amount of protection- which the former
require. The very different style of living, both
of farmers -and field-labourers, is, by far, the most
important consideration in determining the rela-
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tive -prices, at -which the productions of the soil
¢an be brought to market in Britain and in Poland ;

and if this consideration is to’ be set ‘aside, then, in
order to enable cultivation to be ‘carried on in
Biitain, in' competition with Poland, our whole
country must be portioned out' among a few great
landlords; the class of small proprietors and
farmers: must be reduced to the rank of peasants;

_and the agricultural labourers must submit to live

iri-Hovels; to sibsist on the’ coarsest food, and to be
clothed inrags. RS A
*.Qertainly, - I'"do ot mean”to aﬁirm, that the
scale of protection, which is now offered, will
reduce the country population to the level ‘of that
of Poland; but I do think'T am “entitled ‘to main-
tain, that its' tendency is fowards that consum-
mation, since the scale of protection proposed,
involves a'much lower average price of corn, than
the average of “the last twenty or thirty years, and
4 consequent material: diminution both'in' the rent
of land, and in the profits of the farmer: '
- For the manner in which the system"\is’"in-’
tendéd to work;is this.” In yéars of very abun-
dant -crop, foreign competition will be nearly ex-
‘cliided, ‘and - the price left to steady itself as low
as’ it--will go,- according ‘to the- plentifulness of
the harvest, and the accumulation . of -former
years; but when the crop is deficient, a maximum
will - come into operation, beyond. which, prices
can scarcely ever be expected to rise in time “of

23

peace. 'That'is to say, the farmer will be pro-
tected most, when he has least need of protection ;
and when he requires it most, protectlon will be
withdrawn.

The new Corn Bill is expected to keep the
price of wheat steady, at about 60s. pei' quarter,
Winchester measure ; and the price of other corn,
in"proportion, being somewhat under the average
prices of the last ten or twelve years; certainly;
a period of greater agrlcultulal distress, than had
been plevmusly known in the modern hlstory of
this country. . S :

- But ‘it is.assumed by Mmlsterb, for Iam- not
aware that any proof has been addiiced to support
the assundption, that a fair and’ suitable protection
would be afforded by the prlce Wthh hab been
mentioned.

" Even on the supposmon that a price of 60.9 isa
suﬁiclent remuneration’in ‘years of tolerable abun-
dance; it ‘is evident, that the protection -afforded,
is ot 'sufficient to enable the farmér to obtain
rémunerating: returns, when theé cropis deficient.
When the deficiency amounts to’one-fourth of ah
average crop, the farmer has only six bushels  of
wheat to séll; where he had eight in ‘average years;
and if there wer& no foreign ‘competition, prices,
in order to yield him the same returns as in an
average crop, must rise one-third, or from 60s.,
the assumed remunerating price, in average years,
to 80s. per quarter. And, in like manner, when
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the crop .is deficient one-third, and. the farmer
has only 5% bushels to sell, instead of 8, prices

‘should rise one-half,-or to. 90s.

For -8 ‘bushels at 60s. per quarter ‘
“and’ 53 - - - ~at 90s. = - - < -

- Nay, "even these advanced prices will not make

up for the farmer’s loss on the .diminished produce

of his crop, because the ‘quantity ‘rétained for

‘seed, ‘and ‘the ‘consumption of his servants and

cattle remaining the same, in'bad, -as 'in ~good
years, the quantity of grain he can bring to

‘arket, will diminish, in a much greater propor-
‘tion, than ‘a calculation, founded ‘merely on the

short coming of his crop would. give.

~If, in these circumstances, an importation - of
wheat should take place, equal to the whole. defi-
ciency; and the imported wheat can be sold at.60s.
per quarter, there. would be no rise in. price at all;
and, if the importation is equal to half .the defi-

ciency, there would then be in the market, in the

first instance, 7 bushels instead of 6; and, in.the

_“second in'stance, 6% bushels instead of 53, and

prices would rise only in proportion to’ the: reduced

deficiency ' of supply, viz. to 68s. 7d., .and 72s.

respectively.

For, 7 bushels at' 68s..7d. pet’quérter,}

. and . 62 bushelsat :72s..0d. per quarter;}. .1ve‘,6,0-$.
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‘The consequence must be, that, in years of such
deficiency, so supplied, the farmer will only be able
to sell at 68s. 7d. and 72s. instead of 80s. and 90s.
'respéctively, Which last’ prices, it has 'been shewn,
he would require, in order to keep up the: due
proportion of the remunerating return held out to
him—being, in the first instance, 11s. 5d., and, in
the second instance, 18s., less per quarter, than.the
prices he ought to receive in terms of the promised
average protection. V f R

And a similar état_e of things _Will occur, should
the crop of barley an,dj o‘a_ts_' be deficient instead of
wheat.

With regard to the ability of the ‘importer to
«ell his wheat, in the circumstances supposed, at
the above'-mentidned_pfices of 68s. 7d. and 72s.,
it appears, from Mr. Jacob’s Report, that the

average price of wheat, at Dantzic, for five years, .

from 1820 to 1825, was 20s. 2d. per quarter * ; and
if the prices of 1826 are added, the effect will be,
rather to diminish the average than to increase it.
, o s d
Take, therefore, the average price of the last six
years, at Dantzic, E I ISP R TR 26 2.
Add foi rise of price;. in consequence of the
demand from England, when the crop here is

deficient one-foﬁ_i‘th——say e 28 5
~ Prime 'cost,‘at])antzic e e C... 54T

*J acob’s B_ei_)ort; Pp. 25,
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ce beeie e s e 8407
e ees 1000
Duty, in England, when the averages.are at .
7 AR S S
" "Price at which the importer can sell, in England,
wheat pﬁrchased'at Dantzic at 54s. 7d. . . . 68 7

Prime cost, at:Dantzic ... s
. Charges of importation . .

‘Agai’ﬁ, wheii the deficiency in England is one-
third of an average crop. - SRR

: s de
_ Take average price at Dantzic, as before e, 26 2

Add forrise of price when the crop here is defi-
cientone-third . v o v v Wi ie e e . 8410

Prime cost price at Dantzic + « «.v v v o o v v1 61 -0
- Charges of importation, as before . . . . . vo. 100
Duty in England when the ayé;ageé are at 72s.. 10
* Price at which the importer can sell, in Ehgland, - .
" wheat purchased at Dantzic, at:61.5j. Lo T2 0%

As to the quantity of grain which it would be
necessary to import to supply a deficiency of one-
fourth, or one-third, in the home market, it de-
pends-entirely on the actual production and con-
sumption of the United Kingdom, to which it

...... v

# I have thought it better to make all the calculations in
Winchester measure, notwithstanding the imperial measure
is now adopted in the Corn Bill, because the returns of prices
of foreign corn have been ‘hitherto made in Winchester

measure. The comparative prices in either measure must, of
course, produce the same result,
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- It has been calculated by “one of the most

zealous advocates of free trade¥, at 12,000,000 of.
quarters™of wheat,’ and’ therefore may not unrea-
sonably be supposed to be rather under than- over
that quantity: The" calculation, indeed, rests on:
the assumption that one quarter of” wheat is con-
sumed’ annually by éach individual,’ in families
whose habits and circumstances admit of ‘the use
of wheat bread=—that is ‘to ‘say, that, in~ those
families, each ‘individual, ‘man, woman, -and -child;
aged and infants, sick’ and well, "consume’ nearly
two ~quartern loaves of fine or -coarse bread per
week; an estimate which, as far as the experience
and information goes to which I have had-access;
very largely exceeds the actual consumption.

- But, supposing the- consumption ‘to *be really
twelve millions of quarters ‘of wheat, ‘a ‘deficiency
of a fourth would amount to three millions ~of
quarters, and of a ‘third, to four millions—=-and
supposing one half only of the deficiency "to be
supplied from ‘abroad, the importation‘in the'first
case would ‘be just 1,500,000 quarters;‘and i’ the
second case 2,000,000 quarters. ' Evenif the whole
of 'this quantity shouldbe' brought from Dantzic,
Hamburg, and the other ports in the north of
Europe, and none from France, Odessa, the Medi-
terranean, or America, I think it will be generally
admitted that a sufficient allowance has been made

* Edinburgh Review, No. 88, p. 323,
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above for any very probable rise in price at the
northern ‘ports, -consequent to a demand fo that
amount ; and, -certainly, when it is. taken into
account that the British markets will be open
to the whole world, so ‘considerable a rise as has
been allowed above to be occasioned by an impor-
tation-of 1,500,000.6r 2,000,000 quarters, is highly
improbable. .

- I am-aware it is mamtamed by some, -that so
large a supply cannoteposmbly be -obtained in one
year ; but the difficulty of ascertaining the quantity
of :grain .to ‘be found, even in our own country, at
any -one time, is well known: -and, if I mistake
not, .the :calculations which Ministers. .themselves
formed, not many months ago, on this very point,
apparently from the best sources of information in
different parts ‘of England ‘have turned out to be
Very erroneous. \ .

‘Indeed, when we consider the large importation
of oats, amounting ‘to upwards of 1,000,000 of
quarters, which has already taken place this season,
chiefly from the Baltic, notwithstanding an avowedly
déficient crop of oats on the - Continent of Europe,
the closing of many of the ports, durmg winter, by
natural causes, and the assurances of :the best in-
formed -persons, that, in such circumstances,- not
more than 200,000, or: 300,000 quarters could
have ‘been’ obtained,—it may not be unreasonably
antlclpated that a very considerable deficiency
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not merely in part, but in whole; supphed by
importation at prices below what have been above
estimated ; and the British farmer will thus be
almost, if not altogether deprived of the advantage )
of any rise in price in years of deficient crop.

The object of the Corn Bill is to keep the price
of corn steady at a moderate rate—to prevent
those fluctuations which, it is said, are injurious to
the agriculturists themselves. It is, however, I
fear, a vain attempt to procure steadiness of pnce
by a free trade, since it appears that the greatest
fluctuations occur in. some of those countries in
which great freedom, both of import and export,
exists. The price of wheat at Vienna, on the 4th
of March, 1815, was 43s. 10d.; on the 14th of

* September, 1816, 116s. 10d. ; and; on the 30th of

September; 1817, 59s. 8d. per quarter. In 1818,
the price varied from 41s. 2d. to 23s. 3d.; from
1819 to 1824, it varied between 16s. 4d. and
34s. 2d.; and on the 24th of September, 1825, 1t
fell to 14s. 7d.*

Fluctuations in price are the necessary and
natural consequence, in a great kingdom, of the
variableness of the seasons. In years of deficient
crop, the farmer cannot sell his grain with his
usual profit, unless a considerable rise in price takes
place. If heis forced to sell at little more than an
average price, he- must sustain an injurious’ loss;

in the crop of wheat, in this. country, W1ll be, , ' : '
- * Jacob's Report, App. p.-137, et seq.. -
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but, under the new system, he will have no choice,
The high prices which he . ought to receive in
deficient years will be nearly excluded in-taking
the average of his gains, while he will not dare,
and, indeed, in. most cases, will not have sufficient
means to enable him to retain a portion of his. crop
in. abundant years, to supply the deﬁmency of his
scanty. harvests. o : :

The tendency of. the occasmnal recurrence. of
deficient crops must. therefore be. to diminish- his
profits, even in years of abundance ; for, supposing
12,000,000 of v,quarters‘ of wheat to be an average
crop, and that,. this year, the produce . of ‘the
United Kingdom .amounts to 13,000,000 under
a system of high proteotion,_i,_l,QO()',k(),OO quarters
would be : retained in the farmers’ granaries ‘and
stack yards, which, should next. year’s crop prove
deficient,  would = tend , very. materially to keep

prices from rising too high, while the farmers

would. obtajn agood return.for the corn which
they had reserved: but if the farmers.are precluded
from the advantage of a rise of prices, in deficient
years, there can be no inducement to. store grain
in abundant seasons ; because it .will be well known
that, as soon as indications of a short, crop in. thls
country, appear, corn will_be brought in by. the
speculators in large quantities. .. . .

- In consequence, the quantity of.corn offered for
sale, in plentiful years, will be greater than it
would otherwise have been; prices. will be kept
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low, and the profits of agriculture diminished, even
at those times when 'ir_nport‘ation is not actually
going on. ‘ :

Far be it from me, . however, to maintain that
the people of this country : should be left to. be
dlstressed by want, -when the harvest at home
is deficient, and a supply can be obtained from
broad All I contend for is, that the British
farmer should not be mocked by an appearance of
protection as to a certain average remunerating
price, which the first year of deficient crop must
inevitably prove not to exist. If corn can really be
rendered mnearly as abundant in years . of scarcity

as of plenty, the people at large, who are to benefit =

by this great blessing, should pay equally and

- proportionably for the means of securing it; since

it would be inconsistent with every pr1nc1ple of

justice and of policy, to procure the means of relief

to the other classes of the community, in tlmes of
distress, at the expense of the agncultural mterest
alone, :

(At best, the protectlon conceded amounts to a
doubgfful guarantee, in favourable seasons, of the
average prices of the last six or eight years-—-I say
doubtful, for it is by no means clear that the im-
provements which may be expected to take place,
in foreign agrlculture, in consequence. of the
Bntlsh ports bemg permanently thrown open, w111
not, enable the foreigner to pour in grain at lower
prices than are at pl_'esent_contemplated

R ——
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But, even granting that the pr otecting prices

' whlch have' been assumed will be maintained,

it must always be kept in remembrance, that the
years from which the protecting averages were
calculated, have been, generally, years of abun-
dant crops, and, at the same time; of great agn-
cultural depression, during which, the farmer has
struggled on in hopes of ‘better prices; but, in the
meantime, has been- forced to curtail the' comforts
and general expenses of his family, and to abandon
the rules: of good husbandry.: While, notwith-
standmg his most anxious exertions, and in
general very liberal deductions of rent, he has
been doomed to see any realized capltal he may

have possessed, gradually d1m1n1shed from hlsk

mablhty to meet the ex1genc1es of the tlmes from

his annual Teturns. -
One, of two things; must 1nev1tably happen

under the new law. Foreign corn will either

be 1mported or it will not; if corn be not .

imported, the law will be worse than useless,
for it will melely operate as a dlscouragement to
improvements in agnculture and, if corn is im-

“ ported, it is evident, that the result must be a

depression below the- average prices: even of ‘the

last six or eight years, -and, consequently, much A

below the price calculated on as protected; for,
during those years, the: home supply has been

found to-be nearly ‘sufficient’ for the wants-of the

country, if we' except’ the late- 1mportat10n of oats;

33

and the effect ‘of a very small addmonal supply

of any commodity, in materially depressmg the :

market, when already full, is well known.

. We have seen also, in every branch of trade,r
that remunerating prices by .no means afford a
,erta_m guide to: speculation, the spirit of which
is at all. times abroad. - In pursuing speculation,
accurate calculations of profit are seldom - made;
and, in all probablhty, frequent and -large impor-
Ktatmns,of foreign corn will take place, from_ time
to time, which the necessities of the importers
will; in- many instances, oblige them to throw
on the market - below prime ‘cost. ,

“The consequence of all this must be a de-
press;on“,,of the - price of -corn,. below the :present

* very moderate rates, which, of course, must. lead

to the abandonment of -the inferior soils. _The
agricultural population will be degraded in rank,
and '_diminlshed in numbers; and the gfe‘,a‘t_cou’ntr‘y
markets, both for British manufactures and foreign
productions, will be proportionably curtailed; while
the agricultural labourers, who are driven eut of

. employment, must - go to swell the populatlon of

the towns, already too great. o
What great natlonal advantages are contem- .
plated as likely, to counterbalance the serious evils
arising’ from the  depression of the - agricultural
interests 7 Cheap bread, it is'said; an increase in
the: cornforts of the labouring classes; a low rate
of wages ; and an extension of foreign commerce,
o _
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arising from the exchange of British manufactures
for foreign’ corn. o |

I am afraid some of these advantages are in-
‘compatible with one another. If wages are lower-
ed, in proportion to the fall in the price of corn,
there is an end to any plea- in favour of the

labouring classes, for they would lose as much

by the reduction of* their wages as they would
gain by the cheapness-of bread; and the manu-
facturers would be no ?gaihers by measures tending
" to depress ‘the profits of agriculture, since any ex-
tension of foreign trade would be obtained at the
‘expense of greatly limiting the home market.
‘A theory has been - lately ‘broached, to the
following ~ effect :—That those who ' think the

free admission of foreign wheat, at’ all times, -

‘ander & protecting duty of 5s: or 6s. a quarter,
would be injurious to. British Agriculture, are in a
« iniserable error.” : That the unbounded free-
« domi of the Corn Trade, would ‘have but a
« very slight effect on rent.” " That the loss
really and actually ‘sustained by the nation, in
consequence of the present  restrictions on. im-
portation, * may be fairly and moderately esti-
« mated at about’ twenty' millions,” annually ; of
which, at - most, ‘one-fourth, or ;a’b’out five mil-
fions, go to:swell the rental -of the landlords—the
. femaining fifteen millions; being absolutely and

<« gotally -lost “to- the ‘country.”’ That ‘the’ abo-
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lition of the restrictions on. importation, would -

be not ¢ merely innoxious” to the landlords, but

¢ greatly and signally beneficial to-them,” in con-

sequence of the ‘reduction which they wauld

thereby be enabled to make on ‘the poor rates,”
and on the wages of labour; and that the: nation -

would ‘not benefit merely to’ the extent of the
twenty millions a year, which are lost under the
present system ; but ¢ its wealth would be aug-
“ mented by the produce of the labour ofall
« the hands which had been set free from the

~ « production of corn, in consequence of the aban-

“ donment of the inferior soils.? @ For a. fourth,

probably, of the agricultural labourers,. would

be thrown out of that employment, but * they

¢ would be employed in -some other pursuits”

“ consequently, the produce of their labour would

P B . . . og0! .- [ -
“ be so much clear gain, so much of positive addi-

“tion to the previous. wealth and riches of the

The argument on which the reviewer rests his
proof, that, by the present restrictions, the nation
loses twenty millions a year, .while the landlord
gains only five; is . this:—FHe estimates the con=

sumption of ‘the -Unitéd Kingdom; at forty-eight
millions of quarters; of all sorts “of corn;’ and the

diﬁ“eréncgf between the prohibition, and - the free
trade ‘prices, .at ' 8s. per quarter. He .then -esti=
mates the landlord’s rents at one-fourth of the
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~ gross - produce, “ the other three-fourths being
¢ partly cast into the ground as seed, and partly
« consuried by thé men, horses, and cattle, em-
«ployed by thé farmer;” but the price of the
whole is kept, it is said, artificially high, and the
question is triumphantly “asked, * Whether it is
“ possible to deny, that the increased value which
« the restrictive system gives to the corn used
« as seed, and in the feeding of horses; is not
« absolutely and totally lost, Carf it bé said, that
« seed is' more productivé, when it costs 70s. or
« §()s. a quarter, than.when. it costs 50s. or 55s.;
% or is it really true, that the strength and swiftness
¢ of our horses are augmented, when they are
“ made to feed on dearer corn #?” Lo
Now, really, this argument is almost too fal-
lacious to require refutation; and I would have
hardly thought it necessary to notice it, had it
not been lately brought forward and commented
‘on in the House of Commons, without any reply
being made.. . o
. The increased expense which, it is said, the
restrictive éystérfi occasions in the value of the
corn used for seed, and for the consumption of
the farmer’s servants and cattle, is, evidently,

‘not repaid to the farmer by any advance on’

the price of the corn actually so employed;

-

# Edinburgh Review, No, 84, p. 323, et seq.-

because he does. ot sell it; or receive ‘payment
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for it in any way, except in the labour which

enables him to prepare his next year’s crop. )

The farmer must, theréfore,’ look solely to the
price ‘of the corn which he actually sells in the

market, for re-payment of the whole cost, be it

great or small, of what he consumes.

It is evident, therefore, that if three-fourths

of the gross produce * are partly cast into the
« ground for seed, and. partly consumed by the
« men, horses, and cattle, employed by the farmer,”
the nominal value of what is so consumed, is. of
no consequence whatever to the rest of .the com=-
munity, the consumers. of the remaining fourth

part, who only pay for what they eat, excepting -

in so far as the increased expense of raising’ the
corn “consumed by the farmer, may tend to
enhance the price of what is-sold by him, and
purchased by them. ‘The effect of any addition to

-the wages of manufacturers, to enable them to pay

the difference: on the price of British corn, and a

' consequent higher price of commodities to the

community, cannot evidently be taken as an addi-
tional charge, because that charge is already
included: in allowing for:the advanced price of all
corn purchased by the community, including,  of
course, the manufacturing classes. ' ,
But we have seen that the price. of the corn
sold, is raised by the restrictive system, according

to. the reviewer’s own -estimate, just 8s. per

quarter; and, it consequently follows, that it is

-
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to’ thls extent; and to this only, that any  loss
which may arise to.the nation, can be estimated.

‘1t is, however, from the price of the eorn sold
that the rent of arable land is wholly paid ; .and,
theréefore, any diminution. in the market price
of corn (the farmer’s consumptlon remaining the
same) must tell on the landlord’s rent, or on
‘the profits of the farmer, in an equal ratio with
the fall, and not in the ratio of one-fourth only,
as estimated by the reviewer.

And the reasoning is prec1se1y the same, whether
we take the farmer’s consumption at three-fourths,
or one-half the gross produce; and the landlord’s

rent at one—fourth or one-sixth. The dlﬁ'erence'

which the nation pays, under a system of restric-
tion, can only be on’ the quantity of corn sold
in the market; and the whole amount of any
diminution in the price must, in the ﬁrst instance,
go te reduce rents and profits: . ~

Let us now see what effect may be expected
flom a redietion of the poor : rates, under the
above-mentioned  theory:. The assessmert for the
poor; in England ‘and Wales, variés of course from
yeat to year; but it -cannoét bé stated at ‘above
seven inillions, on an average. .

By the last returns¥, the total chalge appeals to

have been £6,966 156 138, excluswe of about

% Return to the House of Commons for the Year endmd
26th ‘Maxrch, 1826, - '
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ninety places where- the assessments are inconsi-

_derable, and from ‘which no returns had been
“made. ~ Of that. sum,.£4795 481 168‘ were

charged upon the land. .
Now, supposmg that, by a free tlade in. grain,

R

the average price of corn should be reduced one-

sixth, and that the whole amount of the poor
rates is at present expended in the purchase of
corn (which is certainly not the case), then the
saving to the landed interest in the maintenance
of the poor, by a fall of one-sixth.in the price
of corn, would be just £.799,247 a year, which
would go a short way in making up-a’ defi-
ciency - of .£._‘5,000,_000 in rent; and, perhaps,
under the new system, by which the reviewer
antlmpates, that about a fourth of the labourmg
agricultural - population would be, in the first
place, thrown out of ~employment, it is not very

improbable, that in case of their not being able -

to get employment - immediately in some other
pursuit, as he takes for. granted, an -addition
might.be made to the number of the poor, which
would cause the saving in the expense of main-
taining those who are already on the roll, alto~
gether to disappear.-

But, it is said, there would be a great savmg :

to the farmer in a reductlon of the wages -of
laboul', in consequence of the low price of corn;
a position, which, I have endeavoured' to shew,

is .sqm'ewhet doubtful, unless it is meant that it
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would he effected by the want of employment;
and” extreme misery of the lower orders under
the new state of things, who, in that case, would,
no doubt, be glad to get Work at wages moderate
~ erough. - ' :

I would 1mp101e that branch of the Legls-
lature, with whom it now rests, to sanction or
to reject the alteration of the present law, to turn
their attention to the wretched situation ‘of some
of those countries, where, accor ding to the: theomes
of* the advocates for cheap corn, the greatest hap-
piness and- prosperity ought to be found. -

~ On this subject, the evidence of Mr. J acob, so
often quoted in favour of a free trade, is partl-
cularly valuable.

Mr. Jacob: (in his Report page 12) states,

that, in the maritime provmces of Pruss1a, * a
< tenantry, in our sense of the term, is almost
« ynknown.”—In 1807, ¢ the land was worked
« by a class of persons, in some respects slaves, and
“in most respects but little removed from that
¢ condltlon They are now emancipated, but no
favoul able change is observable in theu hablts and
condition, :

Page 19.— Though the rate ‘of wages is very

 Jow, not averaging more than 5d. per day, yet
“ “ the. day labourers, who have constant employ-
% ment, with_a cottage, potatoe- ground and flax
« patch, are said to-be somewhat better ¢itcum-
“ stanced than those: persons who have been Te-
“ cently 1alsed to that of freehold proprietors.”

4
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. ¢ The scale of 11vmg in the country- corresponds
'with the lowprices- of the obJects in which their
« labour is employed. - ‘The working class of the
“ mhabltants, amountmg, in the maritime pro-

-« yinces, to upwards of .a million, including both:

“ those who work for daily ‘wages, and those who
« cultivate their own little portlons of land, cannot
« be compared to any class of. persons in England
« This large descrlptmn of the inhabitants live inl.
« dwellings prov1ded “with' few conveniences; on
« the lowest and coarsest -food. Potatoes, or 1ye,
« or buck wheat, are their chief, and frequently
“ their only - food. Linen, from flax of their own
“ growth and wool spun by their own hands, both
% coarse, and both worn as long as they will hold
« together, furnish their. dress;;’ whllst an earthen
“ pot that will bear fire, forms " one of the most
« yaluable articles of their furniture.” ‘As fuel is-
“ abundant, they are warmed more by close stoves

~ ¢ than by the shelter of their wooden or mud houses
“ covered with shmgles, which admit the plercmg

“ cold ' of the severeé weather -through abundant
« crevices.”. « If they have bees and a plot of chl-
“ cmy, their produce serves as a substitute for
“ sugar and coffee; but too often these must be
« sent to market to raisé the scanty plttance ‘which
“ the tax- gatherel demands. Though the price of
“ whiskey ' is low, yet-the’ farm produce is still
« lower, and neithér-that, nor the bad beer which i 1s
¢ commonly. brewed,-can be. afforded by the pea—
“ santry as a usual drink.” :
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Page 22.— Projects were in agitation of vari-
% ous kinds of making woollens ‘and cottons in
“ manufactories, where the art of machinery was
% to_be employed. . The chief inducements to
« those attempts was, the low price of provision
“ and the consequent expectation of a low rate of
“ labour. They were, however, but attempts, and
“ were not viewed with any very promising expec-
“ tations by the persons. I had any epportunity of
“ conversing with on the sanect They seem to

“ be rather the creatures of government; than the

« spontaneous issue of the deliberate calculation of
“ capitalists seekmg for beneficial modes of employ-
“ ing money.” S
~ Page 23— 1 have no reason to thmk that
“ hitherto the low: price of corn has had the effect
“ of lowering the price of manufacturing labour
“ any degree approaching to the depression whick
“ the products of the soil have experienced.”

% In Poland, though mno longer slaves, the con-
“ dition of the peasants is but little _practically
“ improved by the change that has been made
% in their condition.” - “ The people live in wooden
“ huts, covered with thatch, or shlngles, consisting
“ of one room with a stove, around which the
& inhabitants and their cattle crowd together, and
“ where the most disgusting kinds of filthiness are
“to be seen. Their common food is cabbage;

- % potatoes, sometimes, but not generally, peas;
“ black bread and soup, or rather gruel, w1thout '

‘€ the addition of butter, or meat.”
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Page 82. --The rent and taxes are extremely
small, and. certamly there can be no pressure on
the energies of Poland from these bmdens./ L

“ On the crown domains, whele there is freedom
“ fxom taxation and an ample supply of labourers,
“1 was mformed the land actually under cultiva-
“ tion might be fairly stated to be worth from
“ eight. pence. to Jourteen pence per acre. It is,
« however, found, that the present rent cannot be
“ must be abandoned, and n other cases the rent
“ can only be pald in corn.” s

Page 81.— Among the real Poles there is no
“ regular gradatwn of ranks between the noble
« proprietor and the wretched: peasantry.”

Page 34— 1 was assured, in 'so many and
“ such various quarters, - that 1 have no reason to

“ doubt of the report, that almost every estate is .

“ deeply. mvolved in debt.” EATI

Such are the effects of. cheap corn, and a low
rate of wages in Poland. o :

- The evidence of Mr. J acob is farther of great im-
pox tance; as showing 1 the miserable mode of cultiva-

tion and management. of the crops, and of the trans-

port of grain to the seaports, by. which the prime
cost to the merchant must at present be materially
enhanced. - Were the markets of England to be
per manently open, even on payment of a conside-
rable duty, it is evident, that the vast improvements
which may be made in these respects, would very
greatly increase the quantlty of g1 ain which might
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be brought to market; while, at the- same time, they
would tend to raise the general profits of the culti-
vation of the soil i in Poland. The arable lands of that
country are, susceptlble of great 1mprovement and

are adapted in many parts, to the introduction of

the turnip husbandry ; and the increased attention
which is now bestowed on the breeding of sheep,
and the siiccess which attends that branch of rural
economy, will, no doubt, lead to the immediate and
extensive cultivation of turnips, which will afford
the means of supplying manure, the deficiency of
which is at present séverely felt. '

Report, Page 15— From the deficient stock of
animals,” says Mr. Jacob, ¢ from which manure is

-« derived, it will naturally be inferred, that the in-
~ « crease of grain must be very small. I was satisfied,

«from my own observation, and it was confirmed by
¢ the opinion of mtelllgent natives, that much of the
«Jand in cultivation could not yield, on ‘the aver-
“age, more than three tlmes as much corn as the
« seed that had been sown.”  The calculations

<« made by the most intelligent statistical i inquirers,
% and the most observing cultivators, have not

« estimated the average increase of the four kinds
¢ of grain, vis. Wheat, Rye, Barley, and Oats,
« taken together, at more than four times the seed.? >

« The general course of cultivation is, to fallow

“ every third year, by ploughmg three times when

«¢ designed for rye, or five times if intended for
“wheat ; and allowmg the land to. rest without
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« any crop during the Whole of the yeal, from one
“ gutumn to the other

- Page 20— The various lmplements of hus-
% pandry are quite of as low a description: as the
« working cattle. ' The ploughs are ill constructed,
« with very little iron in them; the harrows are
« made of wood, without any iron even for the tines
« or teeth ; the waggons are mere planks, laid on
« 5 frame, loose, and resting against upright.stakes

« fixed into its sides; the cattle are attached to .

« these instruments by ropes, without leather in any

“ pa‘rt of the harness; the use of the roller is-

“ scarcely known; and the clods, in preparing the
“ fallow ground, are commonly broken to pieces by
“ hand, with wooden mallets.”

Page 28.— In Poland, the common course of

« cropping is the old system of a whole year’s fallow, _

“followed by winter corn, and that by summer

- “ corn, and then a fallow agam thus one thud of

“ the land bears nothing.” :

- Page 29.— No country can be much better
“ adapted for the breeding of sheep, than the
“ greater part of the kingdom of Poland : when-
“ ever it is attended to with due skill, it is found
“ to be beneficial ; but the poverty of the land-

- “ holders, and’ their want of knowledge of the

“ advantages to be derived from that kind of live
“ stocks, keep them from devotmg ‘their : land
“ to their propagation.”

Page 44.— When the corn is cut 1t is left a
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“long time in sheaves in the fields, till it can be
“ threshed, or rather trodden out with oxen' and
“horses; when the separation from the chaff
“ and straw is effected, the grain is preserved in
¢ excavations in the earth, till it is either called
“ forth by high prices, or, which frequently happens,
« till it is destroyed by corn worms or other insects.”
" Page "7.—* There are two modes of conveying

- ¢ wheat to Dantzic by the Vistula. *That from
. % Polish Prusma, ‘and part of the provinces of Plock,

« and 'Massovia, which is generally of an inferior
i quahty, is conveyed in covered boats, with ‘shift-
“ ing boards, that protect the eargo from the ram,
“ but not from pilfering.” S

From Cracow the wheat is mostly conveyed in
open flats, covered with mats made of straw.
. Page 89.— The wheat is thrown on the mats,

< piled as high as the guniwales, and leff uncovered,

“ exposed to all the mclemenmes of the weather,
“ and to the pilfering of the crew.  The mode of na-
“ vigating is necessarily very slow ; and duiing the
“ progress of it, which lasts several weeks, and even
“ months, the rain, if any falls, soon causes the
% wheat to grow; and the vessel assumes the

« appearance of a floating meadow ; the shooting

% of the fibres soon forms a thick mat, and prevents
“the ‘rain from penetrating more than an inch or
“two. 'The main bulk is protécted by this kind
“ of covermg, and, when that is- thrown aslde, is
¢ found in tolerable condition.”

47

_« When the wheat arrives at Dantzic or Elbing;
« gll but the grown surface is thrown on the land,
« spread abroad to the sun and air, and frequently
« turned over, till any shght moisture it may have
« jmbibed is dried.” If a shower of rain falls,
« a5 well as during’ - the night, the heaps of wheat

« on the shore are thrown together in the form of

“ the steep. roof of a house, that the rain may

-« pun off, and are eovered with a linen cloth. It

« is thus a long time -after the wheat has reached
¢ Dantzic, before it is fit to be placed in the ware-
“ houses.” : ' ‘

Such is the mode of cultlvatmn and of trans-
port, under which the average prlce of wheat sold
at Dantzic, during the last six " years, has -been
96s. 2d. per quarter. How far prices are likely
to be still further reduced, under an improved

system, ‘is abundantly obvious; that there.is no

indication, at present, of their rising, is allowed by
all the most intelligent merchants at Dantzic; and
it is ‘with grain which ‘has been actually sold at
such ' prices for a series of years, whether suffi-
ciently remunerating to the Polish cultivator or
not, that the British farmer ‘is now called on to
compete under a: moderate and - uncertam pro-
tection. .’ EIPEL I RO TE B '

I am aware 1t may be sald competmon W1th
forelgners, under ‘the : provisions. of the-new law,
cannot really be formidable, since the agricultural
interest throughout the countrx, and their repre-
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sentatives in the House of Commons, kzgre: in ge-
'neral quiescent, and apparently satisfied with the
protection which is/to be afforded ‘them.

To this it may be answered, in the frequently
quoted words of Sir Robert “Walpole, that the
agricultural classes are like sheep who allow them-
selves to be shorn without complaint; while. the

- manufacturers are like swine, who fill the air with

their outcries if a single bristle be touched.
- The agriculturists have been accustomed, ever
since the peace, to.hear. themselves denounced.as
the sordid possessors of an unjust and. ruinous
~monopoly ; their fears have been worked up to the
highest pitch by the mysterious silence of Ministers
as to their intentions for the last two years; while,
in . the mean time, many indications evinced a de-
termination on the part of Government to attack
them. ~And there is actually, throughout a great
- part of the “agricultural' interest, at the present
moment; 'a feeling almost of" self-congratulation on
their good fortune, on finding their total destruction
is not contempla.ted and that they are only to be

hal, f ruined.. S S “

: Besides, I really believe, that, in.very many. in«
stances, teither landlords nor tenants are aware of
“the injury to which they are to be exposed.. . -
" "They are assured, on all hands, that the protec-
tion is as high as there. is any. chance of" their
obtaining, and that more ¢annot be conceded with-
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out sacrificing the interests of the ‘manufacturing

classes, and of the community at large. Théy see

the prices of corn much depressed at present-—the

protecting prices of wheat which are held out to

~them are higher than they can command just now ;

and they are disposed to rely on the anticipations
of Government, that thé prices said to be protected
are, therefore, in some ‘measure guaranteed, and
may be counted on as likely fo be realised. '
Every:person who is acquainted with the subject,
is well aware, that the profits of British agriculture
have been very generally and very greatly exag-
gerated. Whenthe expenditure of capital, and
the very heavy burdens to which land is subjected
in this country, are taken into consideration, it may

- réasonably be doubted whethér there is any branch
of industry, in which profits, on' an average of

years, have been smaller than those of the landlords

and cultivators of thé soil, ‘or in which ingenious -

and successful-improvements have turned out less
advantageous to the inventors, however much they
may ‘have benefited the public. Nay, I will take
upon me to affirm, without fear of contradiction,
that,: notwith‘standing the somewhat ominous’ in-
crease” in- the demand for bones and rags, which
has been gravely adduced in the House' of Com-

mons, - as” a- proof :of agmcultul al prospenty,\

there is not a - county in Great Britain, in.which

the condition and capital, both' of landlords and

tenants, ‘and the comforts -and general situation
' D
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of the labouring peasantry, have not been per-

ceptibly deteriorated during the last ten years.

Tt is said, that farmers have lived more expen-
sively than they did fifty years ago; but is there
any class of men in Great Britain, whose style of
living is not improved within that time? I would

challenge a comparison between the households of

the farmers, and of thoser who fill a similar
situation in society in. towns; and I would ask,
if, in a season of general prosperity, so great a
degree of luxury is to be found in farm-houses and
cottages as in the houses of master tradesmen and
the more humble dwellings of the working manu-
factuvers: and even if the result of the inquiry
should shew, that a similar increase of the comforts
and conveniences of life has taken place in the

‘country as in towns, is there, I pray, any good

reason, or would it be of advantage to trade, or to the
revenue, or to the nation at large, that the citizens
should be admitted to all the increased enjoyments
attendant on the progress of civil society ; while

the less fortunate inhabitants of the country should

be condemned to drudge on, without being allowed
to participate in the improvements of ‘modern

~ times, to which their exertions have so- largely

contributed. , _

~ Again, it is said, that the avarice of the Jand-
holders ‘induces them to adhere to their own
exclusive interest at the public expense, by forcibly
keeping up the price of corn. But have the
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landholders, indeed, yielded nothing to the exigen-
cies of the times; that cannot be maintained: the

restoration of peace to Europe, and the resumption

of the old standard of the currency, so productive
of advantage to many other classes of the com-

munity, have proved no blessing to them; but, on
the cotitrary, a Source of great and increasing

distress. o ,
The landholders, - along with . their felow-

‘subjects, have béen relieved from the pressure of a
property-tax of ten per cent., and of other taxes .

amounting to perhaps five per cent. more, on their
incomes: but their rentals have beén Curtailéd. in
at Ieast a double proportion, by the reduction in
the price of corn; and a farther and a fearful in-
toad is now threatened, the ultimate effect of which
may veducé the rent of land to its rate, previous
to all the most important discoveries in agricul-
ture, and to' the expenditure of many millions -of
capital on roads, buildings, drains, utensils, and ma-
chinery, and in the improvement of the soil. ' Yet
the landholders are stigmatised as unfeeling. and
avaricious, because they are opposed to further con-
¢essions : the effect of which must be, not énly to
teriderlarge poitions of their estates nearly worthless,
and to degrade mafiy of theniselves from the rank
and ‘the soclety of gentlemen,. but also to inflict

the most serious evils on millions of their depend-

ants, and to unseftle the whole frame of society,
and all those internal felations under which this
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country has . attained so high a. pre-eminence
among the nations of the earth.

It has. been attempted to separate the interests
of the. different classes who compose the agricul-
tural body, and to maintain, that the landlords
alone. would suffer, while the. farmers and : field
labourers. would, in reality, be gainers, by a reduc-
tion in the price of bread.

. But heretofore, at least, the depression and the
prosperity of all classes interested in the cultivation
of the soil have uniformly been found to go togethel ;

“and it is difficult to perceive on what principle a

farther reduction in agricultural profits might be

“expected to. produce effects totally opposite to those
which we know to be actually experienced. .
" The first consequénce of any further diminution

of . “agricultural ' profits, -would: certainly be - the
abandonment of a portion of the inferior “soils, to

‘an extent greater. or less, accor dmg to the reduchon

in the price of. corn. . ; :
The cessation of tlllage to any con31de1 able
extent. would; of course, throw. out of employment

a proportionate number of hands, and the dimi-

nished: ‘extent .of land to be let - will necessarily
increase the competition for that: which is still in
the . market,” and for. the. employment "of: field
labour ; ‘for ‘men do not easily:change the nature
of ‘their occupation, or seek for new modes of Jife
from which - their  former . habits - and. expeuence

" have tended to disqualify them.
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In this competition, both farmers and labourers

must submit to a diminution of their profits and

comforts, in order to continue their former pur-
suits. ' . o
But, notwithstanding their acqulescence in pri-

yation, it is evident, that if the field of employ-

ment is much circumscribed, many must relinquish .
their former occupations, and seek elsewhere the
means of maintaining themselves and their familiés.
Similar effects will be witnessed in the class of
landholders : of these some are possessed of very.
ample fortunes, and a considerable reduction of
their rentals will operate no very perceptible dimi-
nution of their ‘comforts, or even of their luxuries:
But the great majority of the proprietors of the

- soil consists of men of moderate, or small fortunes;.

very many of them encumbered with heavy debts,
contracted, in frequent instances, by their préde-
cessors in favour of younger branches of their
families, or in the improvement of their estates.
" On'these men, any material reduction of income,
or of the value of their property (their debts
remaining the same), would bring absolute and
irretrievable . destruction. They must sell their
estates to satisfy the claims of their creditors, and
seck the ‘'means of subsistence where they best.
can. . '

In so far as emlgratlon would fall to provide

- for the destitute agucultuusts, they will be found

thronging the streets of our great towns, seeking
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employment on any terms; and if the aceession of

their additional numbers should unhappily, as is

too probable, increase the tendency to the over-

production of -manufactured goods, and be fol.
lowed by extensive and long-continued want of
employment, I would ask, What source of relief is
left open ?

Already the experlment has been partially

‘tried; and the introduction of the pastoral system

in Secotland has displaced many of the humble
'agniculturists, of the Highland districts, who have
found refuge and relief by exchanging the free air
of their native valleys for the crowded lanes of
Glasgow and Paisley. Hitherto the towns have
received the overcharged population of  the
country, where the new system has come into
operation; but all the towns are now overstocked
with inhabitants, and work cannot be readily pro-

vided for those whom they already contain. - How, "

then, are the numerous peasantry, who may be
driven from the extensive and pruI‘Qus plains of

. England, to be provided for?

An important ¢uestion remains, which can never
be decided until the eéxperiment be aetually tried
~Can a sufficient supply of foreign ¢orn he a7 all
times depended on to replace the diminished pro-
duction of our own soil ?

During ‘several years of the late war, when our
populatlon was much less considerable than at

- present, the average prices of corn attained a

o v et e e < i M
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height nearly double of their present quotations,
from the difficulty, in those times, of procuring
corn from abroad. Famine must inevitably ensue,
should this state of things return upon us when
unprovided with. the means of encountering a
deficiency of foreign sapply from our own re-.
sources; and who, looking abroad to both hemis-
pheres, and considering the never-ceasing jealousy
of Britain, which is entertained in. every quarter
of the world, will take upon himself to say, that a
similar state of things may not soon return?

If the experiment now to be attempted should
fail—if the increased demand for our manufactures
from abroad should fall materially short of the
sanguine expectations which are, perhaps,.in some
quarters, entertained—and if, in consequence. of

foreign war, the supplies of corn from -abroad

should prove inadequate for the wants of. our

populatlon, the situation of the country would
be alarming in the highest degree.

With large tracts of land, depopulated and
turned into sheep walks—with the agricultural
body degraded and impoverished in their circum-
stances, and greatly reduced in their numbers—
with our towns swelled to an enormous size, and
crowded with a discontented and famishing popu-

lation, what could save Britain from a sanguinary
civil contest—from a fearful struggle between the.

rich and ‘the poor—between military force .and
millions of desperate and starving rebels.
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- The . sentiments .which I have ventured tg
espouse, it will be said, amount to a heresy against

the tenets of political economy ; but on this sub-

ject the political economists themselves are at
variance, and the doctrines of Mr. Malthus are
Widely different from those of Mr. Ricardo.

- It would not become me to pronounce on the
comparative merits of two such names. I shall
merely observe, that the disciples of Mr. Ricardo’s
school deal very much in alleged immutable ab-

- stract principles, which .may, ‘perhaps, approxi-
-mate to truth, and might be safely acted on, as,

in time, producing beneficial results, if the rela-
tions, foreign and domestic, of any. country, could
be: counted on as steady and permanent. ,

But these economists make little allowance, in
their calculations, for the welfare of existing
interests, however extensive, if their preservation
stands in the way of the speedy accomplishment
of the objects they have in.view—ifor perpetually
recurring fluctuations, in the very foundations
on which all systems must rest, by the periodical
breaking up of the external relations of a country,
on’ which all the internal relations, more or less,
depend—and for many other powerfully. disturbing
influences, which tend .to confound all abstract
reasoning, in which due allowance is not made for
their effects. . : ‘ :

If such considerations do not receive their due

_ weight, we shall, in_pursuit of a perfect system of
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political economy, in all probabﬂity sacrifice the
interests of the existing generation, and of their

immediate successors, and encounter the risk of

producing convulsions of credit and of property,
which may involve our theories, ourselves, and our
country, in one common ruin. ~

All the great: manufactures of this country have
heen reared up under artificial protection. In
particular, the cotton manufacture of England
would never have existed, but for the encourage-
ment it received by the prohibition of Indian goods.
Yet now, the British manufacturer is able to under-
sell the Indian in his own market. In like manner,
if agriculture is to be considered merely as the
manufacture of corn, it is to be recollected that it

- is a manufacture, the science of which is still in

its infancy, and it requires not merely a scanty
and uncertain protection, but decided encourage-
ment, to make it advance. Considering the rapid
progress which agriculture made during the war;,
and that there is so wide a field for improvement
in agricultural chemistry and_ mechanics, it is
perhaps not going too far to anticipate, that, under
a system of high protection and encouragement, the
British farmer might, at no very distant period, be
able to produce corn as cheap as the 'for‘eig‘ner. " But
under a system of scanty and imdecided protection,
his spirit will be damped, and all farther improve-
ment will languish, while the door is opened wide
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~labour.

to the continued over-praduction of manufactured
goods-—the great. source - of ‘all the distress by
which the country has been already repeatedly
placed on the brink of ruin.

It is said, that the Corn Laws, as they now stand,
have not worked well for-the agrlcultural interest ;
that, although -the farmers have possessed some-
thing equivalent to a menopoly ever since the
peace (since prices have rarely touched the point at
which importation. has been permitted), yet their
distress has been very great, from causes arising
wholly within the country, and that any change
from a system which has proved so injurious must
be attended with advantage.

- T 'admit, that the present Corn Laws are suscep-
tible of improvement. in several important parti-
culars; but I am at a loss to discover how, when
British agriculture is labouring under all the evils
resulting from ruinous fluctuations in credit, the
situation of the British. agriculturist can be im-
proved, by being called on, in addition to his
other difficulties, to contend with importations of
foreign -corn. |

~Certainly, the great and general dlstless cannot
be attributed to a high price, either of corn or of
May- it not rather have been aggravated

by those very circumstances, and if so, do we not

cast away the means of recovery from the embar-
rassments by which the- nation has been nearly
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overwhelmed, and deepen and perpetuate the
probabilities of their recurrence by the measures
which so much eagerness is displayed to adopt.

I would also beg to advert to the injurious effects
which any system tending to depress agriculture
must have on the interests of Ireland.

The importation of corn from Ireland to Great
Brltam, has been materially increased’ of late years,
and is now become an object of great importance,
when the returns which Ireland obtains for this,
one of the few commodities which she is able to
export, are considered. The fine climate and soil of
Ireland afford the most favourable anticipations
as to the benefit to be derived from the encourage-
ment of this trade, and, perhaps, there is no field

. at present open so suitable for the employment

of her surplus population, and the development. of
her powers of active and useful industry, as the
increased cultivation of her corn lands. . And no
event would be more unfortunate and injurious to
the Trish nation, than a check, at the present mo-
ment, to a system of improved agriculture in that
country, which might, ere long, tend materially to
elevate the character of her peasantry, and extend
its beneficial influence over the whole of that most
interesting but neglected portion of the Empire.
On the whole, the new Corn Bill appears to
be a hazardous- experiment, made for the chance

of -obtaining an uncértain good at the risk .of




endangering the ‘most important interests of the
country. ' R - "

If this measure ‘be carried, the principle, that
agricultural prosperity is the basis of national
stability and wealth, which has been steadily
upheld by our greatest statesmen in former times,
must be considered as virtually abandoned.

The great importance of agriculturg is, no doubt,
still acknowledged ;-and the necessity of protection,
up to a certain point, is’still conceded, at least in

" words : but the principle of admitting competition

between the British and foreign agriculturist, with
a view to lower the priée of corn”in preference to
encouraging the improvement and extension of
agriculture at home, will have obtained the ascen-
dancy. * The-future prosperity:of our country will
henceforth be founded on the extension- of a
foreign commerce, resting. on"a’ progressive reduc-
tion: of the profits derived from the cultivation of
our soil; and, on the next return:of a period of
commercial distress, arising from over-trading
(which’ we may too surely. predict as ‘mot “very
distant), a farther encroachment will -“be made on
the protection still to be afforded to British corn.
Oneé thing is evident—=the ideas and expectations
of the advocates for ‘an extended trade in foreign

. grain are very far from being realised by the provi-

sions of the present measure; yet they readily and
even eagerly acquiesce in its ‘adoption, -because
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-they feel,.that, by the passing of this Bill, the

principle of a free trade in foreign corn, under a
fluctuating and uncertain protection to the home
grower, is recognised as that on which the future
policy of this country is to be founded ; and the
way is paved for future enactments, by which the
restrictions which are at present retained may be
eventually removed.

FINIS.
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