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FROM

MOSGO to MESHED,

The New CarrTaL of

1738--9, and travell’d to Muram, a

‘Bank of the River Occa, about 240
— ~* Verfts diftance. This River is very
confiderable, and falls into the River Vofgz at
Nifna-Novogored, and outr Road lay crofs it. The

Ice ftood faft, but was full of Holes, rotten and -
dangerous;- but it being then a hard Froft, clear

and Moon-light, at MidvnightlweV¢t_1tur¢d'i to

crofs it, and got fafe over. From hence we prosy
.f? A Verftis about three quarters.of a Mile Englz//} . .

L T B - ceeded

=) E left Mofeo the i4fh of March
VAl City which fands on the North =
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Acecded‘. aboﬁt 160 Verfts farther to _t‘he»,Cit_y of

Affamas’s here we found the Rivulets much’
{welled with-the melting of the Snow, and the
Ice in them broken up, that we could not con-
tinue our Journey any farther, till the ‘Waters:
abated, and that we might conveniently travel

~with Waggons, which we had a good Oppor-

tunity to provide ourfelves with. _ The latter
part of our Journey proved as tedious to out-
felves as it was heavy for our Horfes, being
frequently obliged to .quit ‘the main Road, and
go far round about on account of the Ower-

: ﬂowing of the fmall Rivers 3 two of our Horfes

died with the Fatigue, and the reft were much
harrafs’d. 'We arrived at Aflamas the 21ft, and
took up 'oAur Quarters in an adjacent Village the
4th of April s we provided ourfelves with Wag-

~ ‘gons and frefh Carriers, and finding the Waters

‘pretty well drain’d off the Land, we departed

for Saratoff. - ‘Travelling began to be pleafant as
- our Courfe was to the'S. E. and as the Summer

advanced, the Roads every Day grew better on
the Step, or Wildernefs, where we found great
Plenty of wild Ducks, Snipes, Heathcocks, and:

‘other Birds, that we fhot more than enough to
fupply us, and lived wholly on Game. At this
time there was no Grafs on the Step, that we -

were forced to carry Hay and Corn with us for‘
our Horfes, during our four Days - travelling
“over it; and thould have found it ‘very agreeable,,

but that one or other of us were obliged to be

eontinually on the Watch, for fear of being
furprized.” At about 20 Verfts diftance from

each other, through the Sfeg;’:'gi'e'certa_i'n'Hou'fes- )
called Zaimoira’s, built for the Accommodation
- of Travellers- in Winter. At thefe Places we

:\Vel‘.s:
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were forced to take up our Lodging, on account

of Water, which in other Places was fearce. -
- Thefe Zamoira’s are as good a Harbour for

Rogues, as others, which obliged us to be more
than ordinary on our'Guard ; neithet could we
put any great Confidence in our 'W. aggorers,
- 'We had two Rufs Servants, and we were two,
- that we divided ourfelves in the Night into two
Watches, and this Method we continued all the
way down the Volga. ‘ LT

‘The 15th of April we arrived at the City of
Saratoff, about Noon, and waited on the Zoy-
avode, or Governor.. We found great  Diff-
| culty to get us Quarters, the Town haviig been

burnt about a Year before. The Company of Ar-
menians, whom we were in great Hopes to have

found here, had failed from hence two Days be-
fore, {o that we had no other Chance but to pro-
ceed down the Volga by ourfelves. What dif.

| treflédd us moft was to get a Paffage, for we
| <ould find none byt large Boats orVeffels, which -

were bound down the Volga with Meal; which
might probably be a Month in their Paflage to

| Aftracan ; the large * Lotka’s, or Canoe’s, which
| ufed to.be here in great Numbers, were gone on
| the Sturgeon Fithery, and the few that remained

were all fitting out on the fame Defign, and

| ‘Wwere not to be hired or purchafed on anyTerms'; -
| fo that we were at the

| how to get to Jfracan time enough to fecure -

greateft Lofs imaginable

our Paflage crofs the Cafpian in the fame Veffel

| with the Zrmeniang. -

|- * Lotha, a fmall Boat fow'd together with Willow. Ca-
| #¢, a Boat cut out of a folid Tree. .l :
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'This being of great Confequénce,‘in- order to .
effe& it, we determined to proceed in fuch a
Boat as we could get, if fhe was but large enough

. to carry our Goods; but ‘our Inquiry was in

vain, they were one and all engaged for the

Fifbery. While we were in this Dilemma, a

Veflel arrived with Paffengers from Samabra,
and we were informed that there was a {pare
Lotka belonging to her ; we immediately went
to fee it, and finding it might do in the Emer-
gency we were in, and there being no other to
be had, we bought her for three® R}xbles-_?nd
an half. She heing old and leaky, it required
two Days to let her dry €’re we could trim her,

and new pay her Bottom ; in the mean Time

we provided her with ‘Maft and Sails, and thip-
ped five Hands to go with us to Afiracan. The
‘third Day, fhe being fitted and ready, we put

our Goods on board her, for then we found, |

‘Room enough, and for fome part of our Bag-

. ,gage,,and Provifions 5 but the far greateﬁ: Part
of the latter we were forced to leave behind, to |
‘be fent after us the firft Opportunity ; and we |
 found juft room for four Qars, and two of us |
 to fit in the T Stern-fbeats. But the worft was, |
‘when we all got into the Boat, being now tenin |

" "Number, fhe {fwam fo deep that we were m |

great Doubt with ourfelyes whether to proceed

‘in her or nots but being urged by Neceflity, |

knowing the fingular Advantage it would be to

-~ us, if poflible, to jain thofe Armenians that were |.
" before us, fo as to be able to crofs the Cafpian |
~ in the fame Veflel with them, (otherwife-mifling |
~ that Opportunity we might- lofe” half the'Sum— :

¥ A Ruble is 15 6d4.. + Stern.

- can with our Goods damaged, wasin effet not

~ ftantly flood to our Arms, and afked them who

~ about a Mile lower, and went afhore; but be-

- Boats’ put off and camé dire&tly down to us,

mex ||
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met before another Veflel failed for Rafd, and
that arriving there late in the Summer. might
probably occafion us to winter in Gilan, which
would be a Twelve-month’s lofs of time): on
ufing the utmoft Caution, we found the Boat
might carry us down fafely, - we refolved to
proceed with her. On the Security of -our little
Cargo, our Experiment in Perfia, and all our
Hopes that way depended 3 for to arrive at 4fra-

to arrive there at all. Thefe Difficulties made
us in a Manner forget the Danger of Pirates,
which we were informed might fall in ‘our way
about Zolotova. One of us had been at this In-
let before, and knew it to be a very likely Place
to harbour Villains ; but as we had Arms: more
than fufficient, and we heard that thefe Rogues
were, as yet, unprovided with them, we did not
doubt but to make our Party good in. cafe they |
fhould attack us. v R o
The 20th of April we cafl off and left Sarab-
toff : We were detain’d fome Hours every Day
by contrary .Winds, which blew frefh ; this
obliged us to go very néar the Entrance of Zolo-
tova Inlet, which elfe. we did not intend. We
had fcarce open’d this Inlet, €er we came on a
fudden in fight” of at leaft forty People, who !
were within Piftol-fhot of us on the Bank, and
by them was five or fix large Boats. We in-

they were, and where they were going. They |
anfwer’d, they belong’d to Nefra Novogorod, and |
were going down to Afiracan. We rowed down
fore we had got out of thé Boat, one of thei

and
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and hover’d fome time about us; but we kept

our People to the Boat with their Arms ready.

She held on her Way down the Polga 5 we tar-
ried about an Hour to refreth ourfelves, and
then it being calm we continu’d on our Way.
About Midnight one of their Boats came again
up pretty clofe to us, but on our calling to her
fhe kept off. Soon after came the- reft of their
Boats in fight 3 but on our calling and threaten-
ing -to fire into them if they came any nearer,
they thought fit to fbeer off.  If thefe were Vil-
lains, they feeing us well provided with-Arms,and
always on'our Guard, they durft not venture to
attack us. We thought they might be Boerlacks,

or Labourers going down to Afracan; but ag
we were forewarn’d, it would not have been Pru-

dence for us to truft them, efpecially as we had
heard thefe Fellows, when they have.an Oppor-
tunity, do moft of the Mifchief that is- done on
the Volga. - Several fuch fort of Alarms we had

ed by the Ryffians, {ometimes by the Calmucks;

(which with contrary Winds, and our Boat’s be-
| ing fo'deep, both of which oblig’d us often ta
. make faft to the Shore'; which, if we had been
. in a larger Boat and' more Oars, we could have
. prevented and held on our Wiy ;) it was 4 Fort-
- night &’er we arrived: at Affracan, and we were

'~ thoroughly fatigued. For when we were in the

Boat, whofoever’s Turn it was to fleep, there

. was no-Room to-lye doewn, but he muft fleep

- fitting, which is almoft as bad as watchings and

| when at Night we made faft to the Shore, the =
| Danger of beiggtffurpri?;’d by Villains gave us

but painful Sledp.’ ‘Goitig down the Volga from
Saratoff is not ih the leaft dangerous; -provided

\
l
\E

| before we réach’d Aftracan, fometimes occafion-

.oong -
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one has 4 good Boat and a well-arm?d Cdmfna’nji :

Then he has nothing to fear from Calmucks or

Rufs Pitates ; ‘but we being in quite contrary Cir-

- cumftances, made it very hazardous and fatiguing

On the 4th of May we arrived '
arrived at 43 , fe-
cured our Boat, and took a found S{fzegcggd {gf
Fear for that part of the N ights in the Morn-
Ing we {oon got us Quarters, and our Goods and

Baggage on Shore. Here we found the Com-

pany of drmenians we fo much wanted to join
b

who intended to load their Goods on board one.

of the Czarina’s Veflels, which il
Refbd in about three Weeks, - vwzvalfafio aﬁald tg:g

‘Time to inform ourfelves 4 out the Perfan

Trade, and how it was carried '
de, A on both b
Ryffians as well as the Armenians : We f}(;l;}l];

' the latter very fly in giving us Information,

fearing we came to put in for a Share with them

m their Profits g therefore we. could make no -

fure Dependence on what they jnform’ :
Which was, that hitherto the Tiade S fliﬁﬁl
<an to Perfia had been free and ‘open anzl fo-
reign Merchants importing Goods infto Perfia
might carry them to what Market they liked

- beft, and difpofe of them to wh ‘
> an " whom they pleafeds
‘but this Year all Goods that"arriv’édy Ete;i«:}/od ,

were obliged to be fold there, and that the

- * Shach would not permit any one to buy them

except-his own Merchants; for altho? they may

-~ keep the Goods by them if théy do not like the

Price. ‘the~-Shack’s Merchants “offer, “yet they

could not-carry them to any other Market, of

fell them to any other. Alfo that ¢ ;
. o ! . that the Shach had
engrois’d all the Raw-Silk to himfc;lf,?{é : t}?ac

. tlloff:"xﬁfho would buy Silk muft buy it of his |

“ . . . ' - -
X Shab, as Mir. Frafer writes it R
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‘Mgréha;ﬁtg,?and not. of \t:he Perfian Boors. ag fors

inerly. '

We were likewife éﬂ'ur’d,:- that the Eng'zﬂ.' Eaft=

India-Company’s Servants had quitted Ifpabans
and, as thefe * Foulfa Armenians gave out;
were obliged to leave that City on the exprefs
Order of Nadir Shach, whofe Difpleafure they

had fome way incurr’d. Thefe Armenians are
the greateft Traders of all that Nation; and itis

they who carry on fo confiderable a Trade thro’
Ruffia to Amfterdam.’  Befides;  they told ws;-
that it was certain that the Legiffan or Mountain |
Tartars of the Province of Shervan;. had rebell’d
and many of his Troops who were fent to quell
them ; but that this Rebellion did not interrupt
the Trade of the Province of Gilan: o

All things being thus unhappily circumftanced
“made us determme to proceed dire&tly from

Apracan to Chiva, and thence to Bokbara, for

- which Place the Goods that we had with us

were chiefly forted and. defigned 5 in order to
which we view’d a Veffel belonging to a Rufs
Merchant, which was bound to a Landing-

~ Place, where a Ferry-Boat brings Goods of all -
Sorts proper for that Country, on the Eaft Side of

the Cafpian, from whence crofs the Seep (or
Defert) in about ten Days we might arrive at
 Chiva, and {o on to Bokbara, to which Place

two Rufs Fattors were going in this Veflel; and. . .

‘alfo feveral Chifinfky Tartars, who came in this -

fame Veflel from the Port or Landing-Place lafk

Year.  But on more’ mature . Deliberation we -
were forced to lay afide this Defign, tho® with

- much

. 'f‘r’oué"az?r}nehians are {uch of them asare the Tnhabitants
- of Ipaban, and are ;}xe richeft of them, P

‘againft Nadir §Shach s had cut off his Brothet "
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much Regret, fince our Curiofity made us ea

| gerto have feen Bakbar , and fiom thence to

have return’d back thro® Perfa - A
we were fure to have fold oufr Goé\dtsﬂfl‘;f:rmer
fiderable Profit, and at the fame time:have c;i;ih
»%1 Knowledge of a Country fo little known t(;
- Buropeans, and en which we ‘chiefly plaééd o
‘Hopes. The chief Reafons that diffuaded us
were, that theVeffel, on examining her, we fou:(i
to be an old crazy flat-bottom Fifhing Veffel,
our Compa_mop's to be only two or threemeax;
Ruffians, and in' croffing the Stepto Chiva from
the Place we land, the great Rifque we run of
being plunder’d and fold for Slaves. For though
it {hould be true that the K/a’ah; or Go'vgr-‘
nor, does on Notice of this Veflel’s Ar—ﬁvai
at the Landing-place, fend a fmall Convoy to

| meet and prote@t the Carravan (fo the Goods

and Paflengers this Veflel brin

d! Is flel b are call’d ;

}hxs‘ is but a flender Security, §s he nlay a”f;
ame time fend a much fironger Party to plunder
them. All the Zartars are known to be moft

1 . fubtil and artful at Stratagems, therefore one

muft be always on one’s G 1
it be always on one’s Guard, and cautious‘in
dealing with them, for they won’t fail to deceive

~you if any way they poffibly can. But w
~prevail’d with us moft to de'};i'ﬁ' from thlliiswég

pedition, was the Certainty we had of the Per-

Srans having fallen into that Country s fo that

had we arrived fafe at Chiva ; '

ve arrived fafe-at Chiva and Bokbara, there

gas little H-‘?Pes of our Return by, the Waye;; '
erfiay and if fo, then the principal End of our

‘Journey would have been loft, and we thould

have gain’d no Informati i

! an’a no Information of the Silkk T

in the Provmc:a,, of Gilan; to which xPlace‘mﬁi’j:

were forced again to turn our Eye, tho® we had
‘ , - C ‘ but




( 10) |
but a fad and gloomy Profpe in that Quarter,
‘What fupported us was, that the Armenians
thipped off Goods for Refbd, and {o we now
refolved to do, and to ftand the fame Chance
did. - | | SR

SV L?%fbre ‘we had feen Aftracan we were very

much prejudiced in. its Favour, and concluded

from its Situation (fo commodioufly as we ima-

gined) it muft be very beautiful, {&F¢. but we
did not find it fo. It ftands 100 * Verfts from
the Bar, at the principal Entrance of the 7o/ga.
This is very inconvenient, becaufe thofe Ships

~ or Veflels that are fit for the Ca/pian, are not

adapted for mounting the Stream of the Vulga,

from the Road at the Entrance of the Volga to . |

Aftracan, and which they are frequently longer
about than in making their Voyage or Paffage
crofs the Cafpian, befides the Delays they are

~ fubje& to, both in going and coming, from the

Guard-Ship at the Entrance of the /Volga.
‘Whereas had Afracan been a&ually a Sea-Port
on the Cafpian, all thefe and many more In-
conveniences had been avoided.  There does
not appear to be above 20 or 25 Veflels

. which crofs the Ca/fpian, ‘that bc:lon;gr " to the.

Rufs Merchants of Afracan ; there are fome of

them-a Sort of Fly-boats; the reft are Smacks

or Hoys, the former are about:-250 Tons bur-

then, the latter 100 to 150 Tons.  Whilft the.
Crown of Ruffiz kept . the. Province of Gilan in

its Poffeffion, the Ruffians -of Aftracan employ-
ed their Veflels themfelves, chiefly in carrying
Provifions of all Kinds to fupply the Ruffian

- Army ; but now their Veflels are moftly freight-

¢ 100 Verﬁé‘i& 75 Miles,

o

(11) |
ed by the Armenians, for whom they carry
Goods and Paffengers to and from Afracan to
Derbent, Backu and Refbd 5 alfo in’ carrying

* Nephta and Paflengers from Backu to Refbd,
for the Perfians 3 likewife Provifions for the Ryl

Jtan Garrifon, and others at Turky. TheRufs Mer-
chants at Afracan, of whom there are many very
rich, don’t concern themfelves much with foreign
Trade, ‘which is in a manner wholly in the
Hands of the Armenians and Indians, but con-
fine themfelves to the Fifheries on the Cafpian
and' Polga, in which they find great Profit,

They fend very large Veflels up the Volga;

{omeof them 400 even to 500Tons,loaded with
Salt Fith, chiefly Sturgeon, Belluga, * Sizan, and

t Sudack. The Sizan are found in infinite Quanti-

ties both above and below Afracan. Thefe
great' Veflels afcend the Stream of the Folga

quite to the City of Macao, where they arrive -
at the ‘Time of the Fair, and bring back: from-
‘thence, and from the other Cities'and Towns

adjacent on the 7olga, Provifions of all Sorts to
{upply * the -City. of Afracan, near which, for
many hundred Miles, little or no Corn grows. -

‘The Armenians and Indians are the principal

Shopkeepers in Afracan for foreign- Commodi- -

ties.  The' former ‘have a Suburb to ‘them-
felves; thofe of them who refide. conftantly. at

Afracan have Houfes for their Families; but

‘both Jndians and Armenians, who only come and

| go to and from Perfia, livein Caravanfera’s, or -
~publick Inns. = S

* N-e,'béta,' an Oil ufed in ‘Lém'l'ps; & whxch 'if_{'uc;;, out

of fome Mountains near 4ftracar and Backu. .- -

| 1 Sizan, Carpof a prodigious Size.

- % Sudack, like a Codling, but much better, - . -

Ca The
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“The Ruﬂian Fleet, which belongs to the Go-
vernment, is chiefly. laid up at Aftracan, where
~ there is an Admiralty, in which the command-
ing Officer, who is commonly a Lieutenant, re-
fides ; he has under his Command two Lxeute-
nants, 2 Body of Soldiers, Carpenters, and others.

But there is another Sh1p—yard (juft within the

Bar, ‘at the Entrance into the Volga out of the
Cafpian, 9o Verfts below Afracan) it is named
Ferkee. Here are fitted out and laid ‘up all the
Veflels of the Crown that annually crofs the
Cafpian, and it is a convenient Place to fit or
~careen at ; the worft at this Place is, that when
it blows hard at S. E. and E.S. E. the Ifland of
Ferkee is liable to be laid wholly under Water,
 without the Bar. Thirty Verﬁs below is a
fandy Ifland, named Cheterybuger 3 on this Ifland
isa nght-houfe or Beacon ; and off this Ifland lay
the principal Guard-fhip. This is a tolerable good

Road, where Ships may tide in two and two Fa-

thom: and an half Water, within about a Mile or
_ two from the Shear, and in four Fathom Water
about a League off the Shoar.  Here it is that
all Veflels coming from Gilan, Backu and Der-
‘benz, perform their Quarentine, but the Paflen-

gers commonly have Leave to perform theirson. ||

.Shoar on the Ifland. Thus far the Command of |

. thedfracan Admiralty feems to extend (though |
‘the Sovereignty of all the Cafpian was claimed |

by Peter the Great, when he was at Apracan,
- -on his Expedition into Perfia. The déepeft Wa-

~ ter that was then found on the Bar was not |
. above fix Feet, ‘but now there is full nine Feet |-
 “Water on the Bar. ‘This was not occafioned by |
~ the fhifting of the Sands, but by the encreafifig |
or rxﬁng of the Water in the Cajpmiz, wh}xlch {
Lo K they
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they fay is found to-encreafe for fifteen Years,
and decreale for the fame Time, on all the

- Shoars of the Ca/j)z:m s and hence it comes that

the Ifland Ferkee-is liable to be laid Wholly un- |
der Water.

As to Apracan, though it ﬁands on 2 low
fandy Iland, it .is not {ubje to be overflowed,

~yet fome part- of its Suburbs are fometimes.

‘This City is encloféd with a high brick Wall, on

- which .are Battlements after the old manner, as

is alfo the Citadel. It is very populous, and the
Caravanfera and Market make a very noble
Appearance; but the Houfes are chiefly built of

~ 'Wood, which being fcarce here, they are moft

of them built out of the Timber of Veflels,

+ <which bring Provifions from the upper part of

the Volga, and are afterwards commonly fold
for that Purpofe; and indeed as Afracon is

- wholly fupply’d with Provifions by the #olga, it

caufes a great Confluence of Veflels thither.
- On ‘the 23d of May, being informed by the

Lieutenant Commander of the Admiralty, that

a Veflel belonging to the Emprefs would. fail

“for Refod, we immediately put our Goods and
"Baggage on board a Vefel to ‘proceed down the !

Polga, and the next Day in the Afterncon ar-

rived at Ferkee 3 the Mldﬂupman, that ‘com-
. mands there, gave us the beft Quarters he could
 procure us; which was a Sail-loft ; for the Houfes |

there are but very mean ones, except the Ads

-miralty-houfe, which confifts of four Rooms, in

which are quartered four Midthipmen. We ar-

-rived at Ferkee five Days before, the Armemoms,
- and were forced to tarry five Days. longer be-
- fore they had loaded thelr Goods, and thc Vef-

fcl ready fo fad
j’uﬂe ‘

SR
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Fune 3d. We left 7frkee, in fair Weather’.

and a Calm, fo we ‘drove with the Stream over .

the Bar. The Circumftances of our Voyage we
refer to the Log-Book, and only. obferve, that
aftera very Fair-weather Paffage of about a Fort-

mght we arrived {afe in Zinzella Raad and the.
- next Day got into the Bar.and enter’d the Ha-
ven. Zinzella is the Sea-port of the City of
'Refbd, the principal City of the Province of Gi-

lan.. There is about nine Foot Water on the
Bar. . On the following Day we failed and
warped crofs Zinzella Lake, which is.about five

I.eagues over, and came to a fmall Village on

the {fouth Bank of the Lake, named Perre Buz-

2ar. Here the Perfian Cuftom-houfe Officers

‘have their Station, and. all the Goods defign’d
for Refbd are landed 3 there are fome old Ware-

houfes built by the Rzgﬂ ans. The City of Refbd
ftands inland eight Miles from Perre Buzzar,
and from whence Goods are carried to the City.

7une 21ft. We landed our Goods and Bag-

gage, and after they had been vifited by the Cu- -
ftom-houfe Officers, we proceeded dire@tly with

them to Refbd, where when we arrived they were
lodged in the Cuftom-houfe ; but our Baggage '
after it had been infpe@ted was immediately re-.
turned us. = Our Goods remain’d about three
Days in the Cu{’com-houfe, in which time they
. were open’d, view’d and valued 5 the Duty on
“their Valuation was Five per Cent. in the current
Coin: They gave us them, and left.it to us
when to difcharge the Duty. We were. obliged -
- to take up our Lodgings in a very indifferent

Carravanfera, no better Quarters being on a {ud-

- den to be had : The beft of them here are but
- mean oncs, the Rooms havmg no- Light but

- what

(t5)

~ what comes in at the Door, and are rather 4

fmall fort of Cells than Rooms; that we, who
had never been lodg’d fo before, could not help

thinking that we were in'a Fail.

It was nine Days before we could get 2 Houfe,

which we kired for five' Rubles a Month, - In |

this Houfe the Ruﬂi&m Conful formerly lived :
1t was a pleafant airy Pldce; it feem’d a Heaven

tous, if compar’d to our Carravanfera. - On qur

Arrival here 1t was our greateft Concern in what
Chara&er to a&, being fuch intire Strangers,
and the firlt Englifbmen that ever came hither on
account of Trade. It fuited our Inclinations beft,
as it was our Defign, to have liv’d privately and
unobferv’d, and fo to have return’d’; but this
we found utterly impracticable, for the Foulfa
Armmmm at Affracan, as well as.thofe who
came over in the fame Veflel with us, being
much alarm’d’ at ‘our commg, had inform’d e-
very body of us, particularly -the Pizir and

Muyftapha, the Commanders of the Province of

Gilan, and whom, we were well affured, they

" ‘endeavour’d to prejudice againft us. Therefore

had we pretended our Journey hither was only

out of Curiofity, it might have proved fatal to -

us, by glvmg the Armenians an Opportumty to
have infinuated that we were Spies, and were
come here only on - {ome - mifchievous Purpofe.

- After fome Confideration, and the beft Informa- -
tion we could get of the Nature and Humour
-of the Perfians, we determin’d to a& in our own

proper Character as Merchants, being the fafeft,
and what we could abide by at all Events; and
to prevent the Zizir’s fending to enquire who

~we were, it would be better to wait on him our-

felves, and to tell h'm our own Story 'The Vizir
bemg




being out of Town, one of us waited on Mufa-

pha (who is Commander of the City in his Ab-

~ {ence) who was receiv’d very courteoudly ; his
Behaviour was very much lke a Gentleman.
Excufe was made for the Abfence of the other
thro’ an Indifpofition: And he was inform’d
that we were Englifbmen, come with a {mall
Cargo to try how our Cloths would fell in Gi-
lan, and to buy up Silk ; that when we had
made the Experiment, and fhould find it anfwer,
we fhould then engage largely in the Trade, and
probably fome of us come and conflantly refide
here ; and that it was fit that one us, who was
a Seaman as well as Merchant, fhould come to
view the Cafpian; that we might the better
- know if it was fafely navigable, and how far we
might venture our Goods crofs it ; alfo to fee if
the prefent Veflels that now crofs. the Cafpian

were to be trufted, or whether we fhould be ob~

liged to have Veflels of our own. =~ .
To which Mufiapha reply’d, That the Shach
was a great Encourager of Trade, and would
no doubt favour our Defign ; and that we might
depend on having all the Indulgence and Pro-
teCtion we could in reafon defire ; that he would

" immediately make a Report of us to the Vizir

Mulin (that was his Name.) - A Reception fo.

favourable ‘made us very ealy. However we

thought it neceffary to wait on the ¥izir as foon -

as poffible 5 tho’ the Journey to him would be
a little expenfive. ' ,

Hosfes, we fet out for Langnaon, a City about
fifty Verfls to the Eaftward of Refbd, wherethe

Vizir has a Country-Seat, and where the Heats
- are much more moderate than at Refbd, It'was -~ |
T S late

Fune 27th.  Having providé:cf“évurfelv‘es with

‘whom we were, and on what Account we came

(17)

late in-the Evening when we arrived at Languaon,

- {o our Guide and Linguift, who is a Perfian, car-

ried us directly to the Calenter’s, who not being at
home, hiseldeft Son receiv’d usvery cwvilly, When
he came in, he repeated the Compliments his Son
had made us, and order’d Supperup: After we
had eat we retired to our Room; the eldeft Son

- came to us and brought two more Perfians with

him. We finding that they drank ftrong Li-
quors, and that the Calenter had excellent Le-
mon Juice, we treated them with- Punch till
midnight, at which time our Brandy was near
at an end ; we had not brought much with us,
not expecting to find fuch merry Fellows among

 the Perfians, Nadir Shach having on very fevere

Penalties forbid them the Ufe of {piritous Li-
quors, as well as the Juice of the Grape. One
of the Perfians fung us a great many Sengs in

~his Language : He was reckon’d a great Profi-

cient in Singing. He began fo low one could
{carce at firft hear him, but as he proceeded he
continw’d to raife his Voice, and before he had

l ended it might very well pafs for Screaming, for
- we were almoft deafened with the Noife: Yet
- our Linguift made an Excufe for him, anhd faid,

he never heard him perform fo badly, for that

~ when he was free from 2 Cold you might very
'well hear him at half 2 Mile Diftance. - |

- Fune 28th. - About Sun-rife we waited on the
Vizir, having fent our Prefent before uss for there

1S no appearing before a great Man in Perfia for -
the firft Time without a Prefent. He received
- us and our Prefent very kindly, bidding us well-

come, and immediately Chairs were brought us
to fit down. Our Linguift again inform’d hirm

into
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into Perfia, and begged the Favour of his Pro-
te&ion. He anfwer'd us, That as we were

Strangers, fo he teckon’d us his Guefts; and |

therefore had we not come about Bufinefs, it was
“his Duty to’ do all in his Power to ferve us:
That.as to our Defign, he would talk with us
- abotit it when he came to R¢fbd, and then he

would forthwith. make a Report of us to the-

Shach, who, he was affur’d, would not fail to
favour it. He excufed himfelf that he could.
not afk us to dine with him that Day, becaufe

he was to go immediately to Refbd ; but he de-

"~ fired that we would tarry and reft ourfelves with

the Calenter, who would be very glad of our

Company. . So after having been treated by ‘the

Vizir with Coffee, Tea, and Sweetmeats, we

retir’d to the Calenter’s.  The Houfe of the Vi-
\ zir, according to the Perfian Tafte, is no mean

one : Tt ftood at the weft End of a large oblong

Court, which was enclos’d with a Wall a Quar-
ter of a Mile in circuit'; the Ground was not

av’d with Stones, but cover’d with a Green-

fod.” The eaft End of the Houfe is one large
Gallery, cover’d over head, in which is'a Foun-

' tain that plays. We afcended to the Gallery by

many Steps, fo that it was rather in the middle
Story above twenty Feet from the Ground ; this
gave it the’‘Command of a vaft extended Land-

{kip : The Profpeét all the Way to the Eaftward
and the adjacent Country being finely inter{pers’d
with Mountains, Woods, and Vales, nothing -

could be more delightful. At the farther End
of the Gallery fate the Vizir, and on each Side

~of him, clofe to the Walls, fate on Carpets; on -
" the Floor, feveral Perfians of Note, {moaking

out of their Caullyons, with their Legs under

~ them, -
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them, and not acrofs after the Tur%ifhb Manner, -
obferving a profound Silence.  The Pizir is a.
bout thirty five Years old, and has attain’d tq
the Command of 1000 Men, having a fort of ~
Colonel’s Rank. 1In the Abfence of the Gover-

‘nor the 7izir has a Guard of an hundred Men :
Thefe he had order’d to bé drawn up on’ foot

- under the Gallery, in two-fingle Lines facin

each other, the Space of twenty Foot being be-
twixt each Line : This, no doubt, he intended
as a noble Piece of Grandeur; but to us, who .
had feen Eurgpean Guards, it appeard a very
mean Sight. We afterwards faw this Company
frequently perform their Exercife by our Houfe
at Refbd. All their Difciplining, as far as we
could perceive, was galloping away two or three
together, and difcharging their Pieces in full
Speed, exactly after the Manner of the Rufs
Coffacks. Their Arms were old and aukward,
with Match-locks; their Clothes, a white coarfe
Woolen Cloth,. little better than what the Raf-
Jian Boors make and wear, .
- We return’d to the Calenter’s, with whom
we now began to be acquainted, and having our

Rooms to ourfelves we retir’d when- we pleas’d.

'We occafion’d him more Guefts than ufuals per-

ceiving that their Coming was chiefly to fee us,

‘we fate moftly in the-publick Room, which was
-very handfome, and in the middle a Fountain

playing. Among feveral other People of Note

- came three AR rologers, and with them three of their

Difciples ; theformer weredrefs’dinWhite, with re-
markable large white Turbantson their Heads, but
their Difciples were drefs’d in a common Perfian
Habit. The Perfians are even to this Day great

Lovers of 4frolegy, and pay a profound Re-

B
il

e T b T e



e

( 20 )

fpeét to the Profeflors of it, relying much on their.

Predictions. All this we were well inform’d of,
and therefore took care to thew them a particu-

lar Refpeéts and the more, as we verily believ’d

they were fent by the #izir on purpofe to give
their Opinions of us: We hope they gave a fa-

* vourable one, for our Linguift had unknown to

us inform*d them that one of us was a Proficient

in Afronomy, which was the Occafion of the prin-

cival ARronomer to fend a Prefent of a;]?erﬁa'n
%‘glmddﬁr, very fairly written. The Vizir had
order’d fome of his People to go out and kill us

 Deer, of which there are great Plenty in the

neighbouring Mountains ; at Noon they return-

* ed and brought a fine fat Buck. On this we fup-

ed; having din’d on the Calenter’s Provifions.
?,lﬁct'_Supper gWe were ‘attended by Order of the

- Vizir with two Perfian Muficians, who play’d

on a fort of Bag-pipes, -that were very untunable
and fhrill ;- and this wretched Noife we were

' forc’d to commend, and, what was much worfe,
 endure it for fome Hours., "~ o

- Next Morning we took leave of the Calenter,

and return’d to Refbd.  But it being pretty late,
we fuffer’d much from the Heat, and were both

 of us fomething out of order, otherwife this

would have been a.very pleafant Journey ; for

on all Sides of us were Groves of ‘moft fort -of

Fruit-trees, and the Gardens abound with an in«

finite Number of Hater-Melons, which were,

ripe at this Time, - ‘The vaft Number of {mall

Frenches which convey running Water to the .

Rice Fields, yielded us a very refrefhing’ Sight'
in thofe extream Heats, as well as frequently
allay’d our Thirft, S |

Fuly

- Fuly 1ft.  This Afternoon we waited on the
Vizir, and again related to him the End of our
coming into Perfia : He Dbeing alone, we had
much Difcourfe with hirn 5 the Refiilt of which
was; that as to the Goods we now brought with
us, he faid the Shack’s Merchant would buy
thém, and he could affure me, that he would

‘give as much for them as any other ; . that if we
- pleas’d we might go to theShdch at Mefched, and
. negotiate our own Affairs 5 but, aswe had intimst~

ed; waiting on the Shach ourfelves, did not fuit at

- prefent with the Difpofition of our Affairs, he

hinted, thatif we would draw up a Petition, fet-
ting forth what Privileges we defi’d, he would
direCtly forward it to the Shach, who,T he affur~
ed us, would grant a Decree in our Favouf. It
was not our Intentiohs to enter info-any Nego-

.~ tiation this Year that might be the Occafion of

a Decree; -but finding fo fair an Opportunity
offer itfelf, ‘we thought it would be vety impru-

~dent to negle& it, tho’it fhould coft us a Sum of

Money ; and without cotifiderable Expences it =
could not be expeéted. 'We farther confider’d,

I we refus’d to accept this Decree, or Grant,
~when it was fokindly offer’d.to us; it would ¢er-

tainly render all that we had faid of outfelves to
be fufpedted, and would give the Armenians an

- excellent Handle againft us, who, we knew,

would embrace every Opportunity to injure and
difappoint us : Befides, as we found the Perfian

Trade would very well anfwer, we concluded -

- no Time ought to be loft, but that we ought to
prepare the Way to enter upon it as foon as pof-
fibles that our' Friends would naturally expeét

~ this of us, who had favour’d our Journey hither,

and




o (22)
and. were determin’d to profecute our Defign and
fupport us in it.. In confequence of thefe Re-

fleétions . we immediately embrac’d the Pizir’s

. Offer, and return’d “him our Thanks for the
Honour he did us, in propofing to efpoufe our
 Intereft ; that we would -draw up a Petition as
{oon as poflible, and lay it before him for his Ap-
probation. - - Co
- Having taken leave of the V7zir, we came to
the Shach’s Merchant, who retir’d into the back
..Apartmem; where we convers’d a long Time
~together. - He enquir’d particularly about the
 Nature of our Trade; whether that Company of
- Engljfb Merchants which traded to 8. Peterburg

were the fame that traded to Ifapban by way of

the Eaqft Indies : We anfwer’d all his Queftions,
as we imagin’d, much to hisSatisfation, and after-
“wards inform’d him of the Converfation we had
had with the Vizir juft before, and of our Inten-
tion to fend a Petition to the Shach at Mefhed
‘to crave his Protection and free Trade' to his
Dominions.  He reply’d, we could not do bet-

ter: As our Petition related to Trade, it would
‘be referr’d to the Shach’s principal Merchant,

~who is his Treafurer and a Favourite. - He faid
he would write particularly to his Mafter, the
faid principal Merchant, concerning us, and that
- he was ready to do us all the good Offices n his
Power.. We thank’d him ; and added, thatit

~ would be of fingular Advantage to us to have

- our Bufinefs fpeedily difpatch’d ;- if he would
pleafe to intimate the fame to his :Mafter ‘he
-would do us a very great Favour, becaufe our
Stay would be but fhort, we intending to return
by the next Veffel that fail’d for Afracan. The

- ble Prote@ion for their Perfons and Effects whilft
‘ . they

(23)
_The next Day we drew up a Petition in Exug-
/b, which we got tranflated -into the Perfian

- Language, in the beft Manner we could, which |

is as follows. S

The Humble PETITION of the Bririsu
- Company of Merchants, trading to the Eim-

pire of RUSSIA.

I T HAT the faid Company may have Leave
-~ & freely to navigate the Cafpian, and may
at all Times fail to and from any of the Great
Shack’s Ports on the Cafpian with Merchandize =

without Reftraint. : o
- II, That the Company may at all Times im=
port into any Part of the Great Shack’s Domi-
nions, fituate either in Perfia, India or Bokbara,

fuch Commodities and Manufactures as are the
Product of Great Britain, or of any other King-

dom or Empire that: may be found vendible

| 7in Perfia, India and Bokbara, paying fuch Duty
~only on Importation as ‘the Subjects of Pérfiz

ufually pay.  That they may be fuffer’d to in-

- veft the Produce of fuch Merchandize as they

fhall import in Raw-Silk, or any other Commo-

dity, the Produ& of the Great Shack’s Domi-
- -nions, -paying fuch Duty on Exportation" only

as the Subjects of Perfia cuftomarily pay. |
L. That the Company may  have Leave

freely to hire or buy Houfes or Ware-houfes in

any Part of the Great Shack’s Dominions ; there
‘to difpofe of their Goods to the beft Advantage,

without being liable to pay any other Duty than

what was firft paid on Importation, .

IV. That the Company may have all imagit-
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they fhall continue in the Great Shack’s Domi-
nions, and Leave to depart thence freely at all
 Times, as their Occafions may require. ,
V. That the Company will be ready at all
Times to contract with the Great Shach’s Mer-
chants for any Quantity of Cloth for the cloth-
ing the Perfian Army, or any other Ufe, the
. Shack’s Merchants delivering - Proofs of fuch
- Cloth, the Price they will receive them- at, and .
the Quantity they want: That when the faid
Cloths fthall be imported according to Contract,
if the Shach’s Merchants find any of them that
do not come up to the Proof (or Pattern) they
may reject thems but for thofe they fhall receive,
to pay ready Money. That the Merchants may

difpofe of thofe Cloths that may be refus’d im-

" mediately, or when they think fit, in any Part
of the Great Shack’s Dominions on the fame
Terms. The Company will be at all Times

ready to contraét with the Shack’s Merchants

for any Quantity of any other Sort of Commo-
‘dity.  The Company hope no manner of Delay
“will be made on the Part of the Shack’s Mer-
chants, in receiving Goods contracted for ; and
for all fuch Goods as, fhall be accepted, they
expect the Money to be paid them immedi-
ately on the Delivery of the Goods, other-
wife the Company will be great Sufferers, as

they can’t elfe make Returns for fuch Goods the -

fame Year.

V1. That i?.tﬁe;,Compénj; Ihévl'lvcohtﬁi& with
 private Perfian Merchants for any certain Quan-

tity of Goods, and any Difpute {hall arife about
the Delivery or Payment of the fame, the Go-
vernor for the fame Province to decide the Dif-
- ference ;. but if the Company, hall not choofe to

abide

* paid Duty on
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bide by the Decif (25) ¢
abide by the Decifion of the Governor; that then
they may have Leave to appeal dire “ then
Great Schab himfelt. - TEC diredly to the
VII. That the Company pay Ditty on Goo
) ! : y pay Duty onG ;
1mpo_;'t»ed\qrg4e.xpgrted, in the »currelextl}(lo?:dos%‘
Peﬁﬁa : But if any of their Ships fhall arrive at
any other of the Great Schab’s Ports than Re/bd,
and fhall not be fur‘nifh’d with Perfian Mone"
enough to d;fcharge; theDuty.of fuchGoods asth‘ez
import, then the Receiver. of the Cuftoms of
fuck Port fhall take a Bill of Exchange on . the

Company’s Houfe ‘at Refbd for the Amount of

 fuch Duty.

VIIL That when the Company fhall have
id Duty on Goods imported in fuch Portas th‘éjg
fhall-be imported into, the faid Goods to be liable
to no farther Duty on.any Pretence whatfoever,
a_ltho fugh Goods ate carried from therice. iﬁtc;
any other Part of the Great Scéalifs'Dthiﬁiéhs :
IX. That Goods imported by\thé(jbmpan.y-
not for,{theﬁ;bz‘;/o"s Ufe, but:‘déﬁgﬁ?d to be fold -
in 'th"e“ Inland Parts of his Dominions, ma not

be_l};ab}e to be wholly unpack’d, but when Vfﬁted '
by the Cuftom-houfe Officers only fo far open’d

- as may fatisfy them there is no Fraud defign’d;

but that the Contents of the Bales are fuch as

the)}é erIx:e reported to be,

X. That the Company may have a Perfo
appointed to attend them; that Zn Oc‘c‘aﬁvdh';‘g}f
bg a Wltn‘e_fs berixt them and ahy,Perfbn th‘ey"
may contract with for, ot fell Goods to, or for

~any other fuch Ufe,

+We humbly crave Leave, that this our Bufinefs

- may be fpeedily difpatch’d that we may the

fooner return with our Report ; and that if}
‘ ‘_E - through
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through the fmall Time allotted us to draw up
* this Petition, we may have forgot any mate-
- rial Articles, we humbly hope that we may
‘obtain them the next Year. |
B " Sz'gned {f}t E.

and
Sealed (M. G.

- YWhen this Petition was tranflated we laid it
bége the #izir, for his and the Court ,Mer—
chants Approbation.  They were pleas’d to
find no Fault with it. At the fame Time we
inform’d them, we had nothing to accompany
our Petition worth tendering the Schab, unlefs
4 Gold Repeating-Watch (which was a very
curious one) might be thought fo. “They both
view’d the Watch, and approv’d the fending it ;
for delivering a Petition in Perfie without its
" being attended with a Prefent is impraéticable,
* and indeed it is an Affront to attempt it. Having
ot our Petition fairly copy’d in the Perfian and

. inthe Englifb Languages, we deliver’d both Copies -

nd Repeating-Watch to the * Kupecheen 5 like-
i\?icflé I'w.{fv'e.pfen’c '%1 plain Gold Watch to the Schab’s
Favourite and Treafurer; - Thefe were forward-.
ed the 4th of Fuly, by the Kupecheen’s own Ser-
vant to Mefbed, where the young Sclm{o, eldeft
Son of Nadir Schab, refides and govern’d Perfia
in his Father’s Abfence in India. - o
. On our Arrival at Rebd, we found the Ac-
counts that -we had given us of the Affairs of
Perfia whilft we were at Afiracan to be but too
- true, that the Schab by his Kupecheens (for he

% Rupecheen, or Coopchein, 2 Cogrt'Merchant.j '

ﬁath

: " ( 27 ) :
hath one or more in every City in Perfia) was.-
become, in a manner, the fole Merchant . or
Trader in all Perfia, as none but the Schab’s
Kupecheens could buy any Goods imported: And
as to Raw-Silk, not only the Produ& of the.
Province of Gilan, but of all the other Provin.
ces that produce Silk, was wholly engrofs’d by
the Schab. Hence we, amongft the reft, were
oblig’d to tender our Goods to the Schab’s Ku-
pecheen.  Soon after that we had offer’d our
Goods to him, he fent feveral trading People of
the City of Refbd to view them, and enquire the
Price, and in a few Days to give him an Ac-
count, or make their Report to him : The Ku-
pecheen declares thereon the Price: he will give:
for them ; at the fame time he let us know,
that if we liked not the Price he offer’d for our

- -Goadds, we were free to carry them to any othet

Market in Perfia s that he wanted them not at
an Under-Price, forat what the other Merchants-
valued them at, he was ready to give ; mare he
could not anfwer. ' We have before obferv’d,
that our Goods were chiefly forted for Mefehed
and the Frontiers of Bokbara, and there we
would fain have carried them; but then we
fhould not have been able to have come back
from Perfiz this Year s becaufe before we could
have return’d from Mefehed to ‘Rybd all the
Veflels defignd for Afracan would have been
failed, o o .
" As the Kupecheen had offer’d us the Choice of
all the Markets in Perfia to {ell our Goods at,

~and as this was a Favour he granted to none but

ourfelves, we thought we ought not to defpife
ity but try if any.other Merchant would give us
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a better Price than he offer’d us ; therefore, after.
a Fortnight and more beating the Market, and
finding no one would give us fo much for the
greateft Part of our Goods as the Kupecheen had bid
us, we were forc’d to clofe with him as the beft
Cuftomer ; during which Time we had feveral
Perfian and Armenian Merchants came to view
our Goods, with a Defign to buy them, who
were no_ways influenced or awed by the Kupe-
¢heen.  We met with one Armenian who was
going to Mefched, and he bought Part of our
Goods, and gave us confiderably more than the

Kupecheen had offerd us ;.and ‘on our fending
Kup : : g

to him he immediately gave us a Pafs for thofe
Goods. , SR

‘The Province of Gilan, of which Refbd is the
principal City, is well known to produce the

beft and greateft Quantity of Silk of ahy”.[’ro'-' ‘

vince of Perfia s but it is uncertain at prefent
what Quantity it produces. The Silk-Works

fuffer’d much when Peser the Great took Pof-

feflion of Gilan, as it occafion’d many of the
Perfian Boors to forfake their Habitations and
negle&t their Silk-Worms: This Injury” Gilan
has not yet recover’d. It is faid, that the an-
nual Duty paid on” Silk in Gilan, for {ome
Years laft paft, hath been only 5000 Pood *.
Whereas it is evident, this Province muit have
produced a much greater Quantity every Year :
~ This, they fay, came to the Schab’s Knowledge,
and occafion’d him to engrofs the Silk to himfelf

- this Year, more immediatély with a View to .

know certainly what Quantity of Silk the Pro-
vince did actually produce, than out of 2 Defign
~ to monopolize that Commodity and enhance its
B . - : - Price;
- * Pood, or 35 Englif Pounds, '

|
!
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Price; for, ‘_accord‘ing to the above Acc_qunt, the
Province of Gilan does not pay Duty on half the

Silk it produces ; and if the other Provinces a&

in the fame Manner, then the Schab is deprived
of more than half his Duaty on Silk, and no
Commodity pays fo high a Duty as Silk, or.
brings fo much Money nto the Schab’s Trea~
{ury. I \

: g)n the beft and clofeft Enquiry we could
make (for from what we have mention’d there
can be no Reliance on the Cuftom-houfe Books)
Gilan now produces not above 12000 Pood

per Annum.  About one half of this is confum-

ed in Perfia, and the reft is carried to the Eu-
ropean Markets, thro’ Turkey and Rufia.  O-
thers fay, that Gilan yields upwards of 15000
Pood of Silk 3 but we choofe to believe the more

moderate Report: Though it is certain the Silk~

Works continue greatly to improve. - :

Since we have {o often mention’d the Prohi-

bitions in Trade, we fhall bricfly relate how

they came to take place, as we were inform’d.
As foon as Nadir Schabh had declared his Son
fole Regens, or reigning Schab of Perfia, he
chofe for, his Favourite a Merchant of Ifpaban,
and made him his Treafurer: This was a cun-
ning enterprizing Man in the Vigour of his Age.
It was natural foraMan of fuch a Caft of Mind to

‘neglect no Occafion to enrich himfelf; and as

one Means to dc')'v fo, he fell upon this Projé& of
engrofling to himfelf all the Furopean Imports s

of all which he, by his Agents, propofed to be

the {ole Buyer and Seller. "T'o enable him to car-

ry on this pernicious Project, he propofed to the

young Schah to advance him a Million of '*Ro&/gag
o - ' ' an

¥ A Robleis 45. 84, Stesling. S
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and to allow him this Privilege he was- to | pay

Intereft for this Sum at the Rate of 30 per Cent,” -
per Ann. and to pay off the Principal in a certain

Term of Years. ~Alfo at the fame time he pro-
pofed theMonopoly of all the Raw-Silk in Perfia,
under Pretence of preventing all Frauds in the
Duty of that Commodity. The young Schab

granted the Favourite his Requefts, extravagant’

as they were, and immediately thereupon his

Servants were placed in all the great Cities of

Trade, under the Name of the Schab’s Kupe-
cheens : Thefle Gentlemen enter’d on their Of-

fice about the Beginning of this Year 1739, and
have in a manner put a Stop to all the Trade of
Perfia; particularly to that of the Province of

Gilan, to' which {fo many Perfian and Foreign
Merchants refort ‘with Goods, and to buy up
- Raw-Silk. o e o _

‘This' animated the People of Refbd to apply
direitly to the young Schab himfelf, and by their
* Calenter boldly accufe his Favourite the Trea-
furer. They inform’d the Schab, That they
were at any Time ready to part with their Lives
. and Fortunes to {erve himfelf or Father ; but as no

Emergency of State laid them under fuch Hard-" |

- thips, they had nothing to complain of but the
infatiable Avarice of the Treafurer in the new
Regulations of Trade, {o they humbly hoped

they might find Redrefs and Relief from fuch an

unreafonable Burthen. At this the Schab was
mov’d, and afk’d the Treafurer how he dare

venture to deceive him in an A ffair of fuch Con-

fequence, and project fich deftru&ive Schemes
only -to enrich himfelf? “The Treafurer deny’d

that it was to ferve his own private Ends he en-

ter’d

* Calenter, or Town.Clerk.

(31)

enter’d upon thefe Meafures, but that he de-

- fign’d the Profits of them for his Majefty’s Ufe 3

and that his Projedts did not lay the Province of
Gilan under fuch Hardfhips as the Calenter re-
prefented; and that what he had advanced was
a mere f{pecious Pretence, he only taking this

~ Opportunity of difobeying the Schab’s Orders

and that thefe were only Beginnings : Should the
* Chan of Gilan and the Calenter be {uffer’d
thus to proceed with Impunity, his Majefty
would foon find they would obje&t againft all
the Orders he fhould fend them ; and that it
was of his Authority, as Schab, they really com-
plair’d, tho’ they were loath to acknowledge it,
and not of any Grievance his Proje@ts had laid

them under. = : ‘

Thefe Arguments fo pr'ev’ail’_d on ‘the Schah, |

" (who, as young as he was, could not bear to hear

of his Authority being defpifed) that he inftant-

Iy order’d the Chan to be degraded, and the poor

Calenter to be flrangled. = So the fame Prohibi-
tions on Trade are ftill continued, only with this
Difference, that the Vizir now fees the Price
fet on thofe. Goods the ‘Merchants - buy, and
they pay for them, which has not in the leaft

- mended the Matter.

- Hence it appears, that the Schab’s becoming the
fole Buyer of all Goods was fet on foot, and the
Project of the Treafurer’s, with no other View
than to ferve his own private Ends, and there-
fore it is to be hoped it won’t laft long ; for it is
of fo monftrous a Kind, and fuch an intolerable
Burthen and Perplexity on Trade, that its own
Weight muft foon defiroy it. For fuppofing

" {what can never be expected) that the Schab’s

Mer-

' * Governor,

 — L - S e AN
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Merchants fhould' continue to give the fame
‘Price for all Goods imported as: the' Perfian pri-

vate Merchants formerly gave, and thould felb
Silk at the {famé Price it was fold to Foreigners
formerly at, and continueto' pay the Boors their

ufual' Price for ity yet would this Project thus

cautioufly' managed be of pernicious Confequence -

to Perfia; cotifidering how many thoufand petty
Traders and Shop-Keepérs would thereby be to-
tally. undone and fet a-ftarving, all whofe Profits

- muft now' center in-the Schab. Thefe heretofore
got a comfortable Subfifterice by buying fome of
, them a'Bale of Cloth or two, and other Goods;

- which they retail’d out 5 which fort of Employ~

ment  much fuits the Perfians: But now the

 Schab himfelf, by his Agents, fells by the Mea-

fure or Ell; and as the othei Retailers muft firft
buy out of the Schab’s Ware-houfes, fo' it can’t
be' fuppos’d they can any way find their Account
in retailing at fuch a' Difadvantage, - and confe-
quently muft' thut up their Shops,” ~ ©
It 1s'certain, the Schab muft know better than
to continue Prohibitions, which, tho’ never fo
pridently managed, muft’ yet prove fatal to fo

vaft a Number of his. trading Subjelts, and in

the End deftroy all the Trade of Perffa. The
Dificulty is," the Danger that attends the fetting
the Sthab right in this Matter, as appears from

the Difgrace of the Governor and the Fate of .
the: poor Calenter of Refhd fo lately. This

Scheme feems calculated to impoverith the Per-
Sian Merchants; - for it is the fame thing to 4

Foreigner to {ell his Goods, and to buy Perfian
- Goods of the Schal’s Merchants as the Perfion
- private Merchants, provided he can do it on the

fame Terms the Se¢hab’s Merchants, and mufk
: ‘ " dead

- (33) | |
~deal nearly on the fame, or ‘they will foon
ceale to trade with them. If they attempt to

- beat down the Price -of foreign Commodi-

ties, and raife the Price of Silk, it can only
ferve their ‘Turn but once, and another Year

“no Foreigners will fend them any Goods, of

come to buy any ; and the Confequence will be,
the Kupecheens will have little to do, Itis ge-
nerally believed the young Schab will be better
informed, there being thofe about him, that at a
proper Time will venture to fet him right aboyt
this Affair. That he is ready to redrefs Griey-
ances; and . encourage Trade, we could prodyce
feveral Inftances ; witnefs the Decree or Qrder
he {o readily granted ys, and that,- it is faid, he
lately granted to the Armenigns, which impowers
them to carry their Goods to any Market in Per-
Sia, without regard to the Scbab’s Kupecheens,
that it is to be hoped the Treafurer’s' Projedis
are near at an ead. T

- Indeed as to the Quantity of Silk the Province
produces, there’s the higheft Reafon the. Schah

~thoyld be fatisfied theremn. Now this could not

be done fo eafily as by engroffing all the Silk far

a Year or two; and it is no new Thing, and

;‘hasbgen,-' done before more than once. o
In order to the better underftanding the Af-

| fairs of Perfia with regard to Trade, ’tis necef- .
- fary we fhould briefly relate what is here told us
of Nadir Schab, who is the famous Kouli Kan 5 .

who when he depofed the late Schab, (of the
ancient Schabs of Perfia ) and afcended . the

Throne about four Years fince, took on himfelf °
. the Title of Schab, and Name of Nadir, which
|| fignifiesWWonderful, As foon as he had feated him-

Aelf
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felf firmly on the Perfian Throne, and made
Peace with the Turks, he proceeded on the In-
dia Expedition. At the fame he eftablifhed his
eldeft Son, Rifa Kuli Mirza, fole Regent of
the Perfian Empire, commanding all the’ Kbans,
or Governors_of Provinces, to regatd his Son,
and not himfelf, as reigning Schab of Perfia s
accordingly he has ever fince governed Perfia,
and continued fo to the Time his Father return-
ed from India. 1t is about 18 Months finice
Nadir Schab took Candabar, which is efteemed

the Key of the Indies on the North, and as fuch

‘had been ftrongly fortify’d and garrifon’d by the
Mogul. 1t was likewife as well defended, for it
coft Nadir Schab a Siege of eight Months to re-

 duceits which having done, and fettled his Af-

fairs on that Side, he marched directly -forward
into India, took Labor, and {everal other Cities,

‘before the Great Mognl came in Perfon to oppofe |

him, and put a Stop to hisVictories. Not far from
ithe City of Dalbi, the two royal Armies met,

:i;and here a very.lucky Accident fell out which
favoured Nadir Schab : the greateft Part of
the Mogul’s Army was under the Influence of a
‘certain Raja, who commanded as Field-Marfhal | =
under the Great Mogul. ‘The Raja being not =

B N

"on good Ter

ms with the Great Mogul, on 2
~fudden deferts him, and drew off thofe Troops
"that adhered to him, leaving his Prince with
"much the fmaller Part of the Army, which yet
‘much out-numbered the Enemy. The Perfian |
" Nadir apprized of this lucky Accident,did not fail | |
~to'make the beft ufe of it} and therefore inftant- | |
‘ly obliged the Mogul to give him Battle. "Inthe
~Tight, the Perfians put the Moguls Army wholly |
"o the Rout. 1he Great Mogul fled, and un- |
o S happily |]
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happily fhut himfelf up in J

ha himielf up in Dalbi, or b

it is called, which the Nadir pfefentgfozfveigégs

and {oon carried it by Storm. Here again th‘é

?Joagu}i ﬂjefdﬁ but n;l »VE}liil 3 for being clofely pur.

fued he fell into the ds 1

‘was made Prifoner, = s Stk P w
It is generally reported, that as foon as Nudir

- Schab heard of the Great Mogul’s being in his

Pofleflion, he fent his gef mn g

effion, {en youngeft Son m gieat
léomp to meet him, and condu& him1 toglfl?é
Camp; where when he arrived, the Schah

~ treated him with all the Refpect due to a Royal

Prifoner, and feated the Mogu! clofe by hi
felf, and obliged him to difpftéh all thel‘;) };&f}%la?:;
of India as if he had been ftill a free Prince
reigning as before, without any Controul.” That
after having agreed on certain Terms with the
Great Mogul, and fettled the Boundaries of each
Empire, he re-inftated him in the Poffeffion of
the Indies, and began his March back for Can
dabar and the Bokbara’s.  The Nadir immedi-
ately had this Battle and Victory proclaimed over
all the Empire of Perfia, with the Account of

. the Mogul being his Prifoner. Although it is

difficult to come at the Truth of i |
difficult to «Truth of State Affairs in
}hefe arbitrary Countriés, yet they do vent?zl:es ::2
fay, that the young Schab had cut off the whole

i - Raceof the ancient Schabs of Perfia ;5 for Nadir

Schab left the depofs alive, V
chab leit the depofed Schab alive, and all hi
Family, in his Son’s Poffeflion, when }?e ]2;'?:

Perfiz and marched to India s and this, fome

think, was the firlt Step the young Schab took

“to fecure to himfelf the Crown of Perfiz.

‘There was a Decree publith’d in Nadir Schab’s

Name, dated immediately after his Succeffes in

India, by Wh.ichz he exempts all his Perfian Sub-
o (. Fa S jets
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 jefts from Taxes for the enifuing three Years,

The young Schab, durting thé Abfence of his
Fath'eg, tb(‘?k the City of Baulk, and fecured the

- Frontieis of Bokbara, tlearing them ‘ff(“');’n “the
Ubeck’s and Turcoman Tartars, who ufed {o

much to infeft the Frontiers of Kbora/an, the
Province in which the City of Mefched is fituated.

s .

. Ippaban, about five Years fince, (which the
© Soulfa Armenisns, dffure us was the Occafion of
their being obliged to leave that Place) he fent fot
. the Englifp Agerit, and enquited of hitn the Na-
. . tiire, &5¢. of the Englifh Trade, to all ‘'which the

Agent gave fatisfactory Anfwets. = But thefé
Foilf#s having aftetwards infinuated to the

" Sibab, that the Subjects of Pérfia were de-

hied free Trade to England, which yet the Bri-
#ifh Subjects énjoyed in Péffia, he again fent for

the Eﬂglsz Agent, who when he. camme was hot

‘able to clear up this Point, why Pejian Sub-

je&s were denied Ttade in England, to the Schab’s

© “Satisfa&tion, and therefore was ordered to leave

Ifpaban. But a Fraich Miflionary, Who was then
at Refbd, allows the former Part of this Story,
but denies the Fuglifh were forced to leave Jpa-
boi. He fays, the Agent told the Sthab, that
if he wotild not be plealed to allow the Arreats

- due to the Englyh Company on accouht of the

Dutics of Orsmiis, half of which had been allotted
“them (for Moriey dui¢ to them out of the Schab’s

Treafuty) that he fhould be obliged to retite out
of his Dominions, und carry the Company’s

. Goods to other Markets 5 that the Schab giving

this Agéit no Redrefs in this Affair, the Agent

of his own Accord retived from Ifpaban 3 but

that they may retuin when they pleate, 'z;i’l’ctl;

There’sa Report, that when Nadir Schab vas at

TR e
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that they now keep up their Houfe there,
~ where their Broker and Interpreter now lives. -

He added the following unlucky Circumftances :
An Englifp Eaft-Indiaman riding at Bender Abaffe,

‘in the Perfian Gulph; a Perfian General feeing -
- the Ship ride there, and being informed fhe had

. Money ‘on board, fent -and demanded a round
Sum ; but the Commander of her let the Kban
know he would part with no Money on any. ac-

“count 3 on this the General ordered his Boats to

-board the Ship, and take it by Force, which they

- endeavoured to do; but not being acquainted
- with this fort of Work, the Fire from the Ship
~ prefently funk feveral of their Boats, and drewn-

ed nmiany of the People. This made them foon
defift, and the Kban was forced to continue hig

March without the Money. About the fame

Time there were two Englifb Veflels riding at
Buffora, which City is in the Pofleffion of the

~ Turks; but was clofely befieged by the Perfians.

The Turks fome-how furprifed. and got Poflef-
fion of thefe two Veflels, and having mann’d
them with Turks, made uf¢ of them very fuccefs-
fully againft the Perfians; after which they. re-
turned them to the Englifh. In this A&ion the

- Perfian General happened to be killed by the |

Fire from ‘the Englifb Veflels. The fucceeding
Commander fent Advice of this to the Schab, al-
ledging, this Misfortune was wholly owing to
the Affiftance the Englih had
informing allo of the Affair at Bender Abafle. At

. this News the Schab was exceeding angry ; for
the General that was killed was a brave Man,
- and one of the Nadir’s principal Favourites. The

Schab fent immediately to the Engl/b Agent,

then at Bender Abaffe, to demand the Reafons

ORI )N RN SV St

given the Turks,
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- Grandeur of a little Prince. ‘
N ~01::Iivho had the Charge of the Stables of one

- Jept for the ufeof the Agent’s Fgmily.w
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for tﬁefe'—extravagant Proceedings; to all which

the Agent gave reafonable Excufes. The Af--

fair was pafled over foon after Ngdir. Schab made
Peace‘wigh the Turks, and began_ his March to
Tndis. Notwithftanding thefe Circumftances, it
is our ‘Opinion,' that neither of them were the

Occafion of the Englifb Agent’s retiring from-
Ifpaban ; but that it is mere likely the civil Broils

then fubfifting, and the unfettled State of Perfia,,
made them in Prudence to withdraw themfelves.
and their Effe@ts from thence. Befides, the Schah

‘had in a manner deferted Ifpaban, his Son hav-

ing eftablithed his Refidence at Mefched, or Mu-

bad. Although' the Englifp might now fafely
{eﬁde at Ifpaban, the Storm that they dreaded
‘being now blown over ; yet, as they can’t but

know that the Trade from thence is now wholly

' ¢ransfert’d to Mefched, it would not “be-worth

their while to return. there again, or fend any
more Goods.  This is confirmed by all People
indifferently, who have lately come from Ifpa-

ban, who tell us, that it is almoft drain’d of In-.

habitants. Although the Hollanders have fill

their Agent' and Houfe there, yet the Goods:
“they fel% are {o inconfiderable, that it 1s thought

they’ll foon leave that City. S
" "The Ifpaban Trade ought greatly to have an-

. fwerd formerly 3 the Expences of the Englifb

: ing { reat, he living’ with the
Agent being {o very g g ol by

.of thefe Agénts, that he- had coeronly' three
Hundred Horfes, Mules, and Camels in his

" Stables, not one third of which were ufed to

bring or carry Goods ; but they were ch’%f}ll};

fame
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fame Perfon related, that about 30 Years fince,

the then ,reigniﬁfg{ Schab of Perfia did the Eng-
Jifb Agent the Honour of a Vifit, who, to thew

the Schab a fingular Inftance of Refpe&, coverd
“the Road from the Court to the Englih Houfe,
near a Mile in Length, with Scarlet Cloth ;
‘which after the Schab’s Return, was left for the
Populace. - Olearius tells us, that the Englifh
" Agent then in Ifpaban, treated the Holffein Am-

baffador with a Magnificence which was equalled

. :by no one, fave the Schah himfelf. A long

-Time afterwards the Englib had great Intereft

at the Court of Perfia s and if they han’t conti-

-nued to have the fame, it muft be intirely owing
-to the Neglect or Mifmanagement of the Ser-
wvants. of the Eaff-India Company, But thefe

grand Proceedings redounded more to the Ho-

- nour of the Nation, .than to the Profit of the
- Company; fince the Hollanders at the fame time
enjoy’d the fame Privileges,and maintained them-
{glves in them at fo much lefs Expence. Whilft
.ave have been here at Refbd we have taken all
-imaginable Pains to inform ourfelves of the Trade
~of thefe Parts of Perfia, but we find it very dif-
-ficult to get a right Information, The Perfian
- Merchants are fhy and referved, and will not
-enter prefently into an Acquaintance.  for
the Armenians, we durft not depend too far on
-their Intelligence, except two or three, of whofe

As for

. Veracity we have had fufficient Proofs, The

‘Trade at I/paban is now at its loweft ebb, -and as

the Englifb have already done, fo muft-all the

~reft of the foreign Merchants fhortly abandon it ;
- yet this Trade is not loft, only tranfplanted to
- the City of Mefthed. The Perfians are ftill in the
- fame want of the foreign Commodities as former-

Ty,
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ly, and #ill under the fame Neceflity of felling,

or bartering away the Surplus of their own.
- Ijpaban owed its Wealth and Grandeur wholly
" to the Refidence of the Perfian Court there, and.
- jts Decline muft neceffarily follow on the Schab’s
withdrawing himfelf and Court, and giving the
Preference to another City ; fo that Mefthed is
now. ‘become what Ifpaban was, the Metropolis
of . thé Perfian Empire, and there the Trade of
Perfia muft now center.  Buteven without fuch

A .-powerﬁi‘l' Addition, as the Schab’s Refidence .

‘there muft’ give to the Trade of Mefched, it
was before a City of as large Extent, and Num-

ber of Inhabitants, as any one in Perfia, except . '

Ifpaban itfelf, and this chiefly from its happy

Situation in -the Neighboutheod .of ‘the Bokba-

- Mufbad is very famous in the moft ancient.
- Hiftories of thefe Parts, having more than once,
when fhe enjoyed a Kban, or {fovereign Prince of

her own, been Miftrefs of a great Part of Perfia,

.as well as both the Bokbara’s. She is now re-
ftored to her former Dignity, if fhe has not ex-
ceeded it. Riza Kuli Mirza, aswell as Nadir
Schab, do all they can to aggrandize it ; they have

‘endowed it ‘with Privileges greater-than Ifpaban.
ever -enjoyed, and ufe all poflible Meaus to en-

~ courage and invite Foreigners and trading Peo-

ple to come and: refide there. Nudir Schab thus

 favours Mufbad, as it is the principal City of the

Province of Khorafan, in which he was born, or-

“in Calot, which is in the Neighbourhood. -

“The Seat of Trade in the Perfian Empire

being thus far removed, the Market can’t be now
-commodioufly, if at all, fupplied with foreign

- ‘Commeodities by the fame Canal, which furnifhed

it 3

e s s (41) :
it 3 this gives a favourable' Opporthnity 1 hofe
who are inclin’d to fupply it %I;r a I;:;:Zrt9 t}ll/;');ei
ched 1s but eight or. nine Days Journey, Exy Pott,
from Re¢fbd, and not'a- Month for a Caravan 5
and from the Port of Afrabat not half fo long
fo ,t_hgt ‘.tbe’ Britifo. Metchants can’t -déﬁrega:
~more mviting: Occafion than- the prefent Junc-
ture, to, gnter»into--thc“Pe;:/z‘an Trade, whilft
| _;]ll_fﬂbg(l,j&ts_ Seat, is nedr the Cafpian, and ad-
jacent to the Province of Gilan, in the Produét
~of which their Return muft be made.. But
fhould Fortune again abandon Mefched, and the

Perfian Monarch defert her, yet it will never:

be the Intereft of the Britifh Merchants f
do, as they will always find their Accoun(: tg
eftablith their principal Mart at Mefched 5 here

| they’ll be always at hand to {upply the Demand-

of the Bokbara’s, which can be no otherwi

fupply’d than by the way of Perfia. bgz]ﬁ
Siberia the Ruyffians can’t crofs the Defert, or
Step, t?'_‘Ba;f%bam’, on account of the Ca/mz;ckf
and as it would be fo tedious, and almott an im-
practicable” Journey ; nor have they ever at-

~ tempted, of can they at prefent from * Oranberg,
-or any other City," or Settlement on the River

Yoick, crofs the Step to Bokbard, without infi-

[ nite Hazard : Neither can the Bokbara’s be fup-
ply’d by the way of the Eaff-Indies, as they P

fo far mland 5 therefore the Bokbarans can he

- fupply’d with European Commodities no other

way than by Mefched only. Could the Britifp

: 'Meirc.hant‘s; once well 9¢&abiifh' themfelves in the

o A new Ruffian Fortrefs on the Frontiers towards Bo&-’
ra. . : o ' '
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.de of the Bokbara’s, for which the Northern
’i["‘:g%?ﬁzes’ of Perfia Vwoulld yleildlprop}fr_R?ltlugl;,
‘ AT
they might.reft contented, andiet Wi will fop-
thern Provinces of Perfia, For wik
ngrfg;s 3’12 lfea{’;;Extexit of both the Baébam S,
the Kin’gdorh of Tibet, and Tangut, and the grea;_
Tra& of Land which lies to the South-Eaft of
them and at the fame time know <'tl}atkt.hey c<_?r__x}—1
"faivﬁ f,:) man},i' great and populous Cities, in whic

" European Commodities are in the higheft De-

mand, muft conclude a very advantagious Trade

" might be fettled on that Side, and might be al-

- finitely extended. Noris it in the leaft to
?eogolxt:gtr:(ti', zhat were f{uch a Trade once: efta-
there woul !
gﬁ:ébommodities than ‘Gold and c%ou,xcd
* Stones, to inveft our Returns 1n for. buropez
fhould thofe and the Product of Gilan be. nc}
‘thought fﬁPﬁcient.f_ {hat}?hz En‘illg{{.wl ?a();g:n; ,
{eofs themfelves of this Trade, with a celiditl
%gzwths? iénﬁderab]e Profit, whenfoever tihcy

leafe, is {o evident, that it would be rxdlpuhous
fo}gb,ab'out‘ to prove it,- becaufe they. can- %Ve
no Rivals inits they have nothing. to_dd;} but
¢ fend their Goods to Peterfburg, an ,hrom \
thence to be forwarded to Afiracan, from t en:c
crofs the Cafpian to Aftrabat, from }t_h‘eng.:e» g

Mefcheds from which City: all .the,PmZia_i@ and

Bokharan Demands would be fupply’d ,{;ara ‘,

this would be equally as eafy and {afe, as ;n -
“ing Goods from London to Peterfburg, anc. we

efieern more fo; as we think. from Expgneixp{g

that the Navigation of the Cafpian }5,% e..}
fubject to. Danger than that- of - the Baltick, 1

* Rubies, Saphires, &%, .
N S navi
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navigated with fit and proper Veflels; for even
now, with the indifferent Veflels of the Ryffians,
and more indifferent Seamen, . very few il Ac-
eidents ‘attend them, except a. Veffel ‘belonging
to a Rufs Merchant, which winter’d at Refbd,
and fail’d from thence in May, with fome Goods
" to Baku and Derbent 5 fhe was the reft of the
Summer in finding her way to the Entrance of
the Volga.  Hence appears the Neceffity of the
Britifh Merchants having their own Veflels, and
the greateft Part Briti/b Seamen, that they may
be able to.command their own Time and Ports.
- Gilan Silk, for this two- or three Years paft,
has been much dearer than heretofore, occafion-
ed from the Silk of the City Ganges and Sha-
maky having failed, the former having been
flightly vifited with the Plague, and the other -
with the Lefinsky Tartars, and Nadir Schab 5
‘the Zartars firft plundered and deftroyed the
Country, and the Schab having demolithed old
Skamaky, obliged the Inhabitants to build them
anew City, fome few Verfts from the Ruins of
the old. But as the Perffan Boors of the northern
Provinces find great Profit in raifing Silk-Worms,
and make it their principal Care, fo it’s not to

‘be doubted but thofe Countries will foon over-

come thefe Injuries, as the Ganges has already,

- there being Silk in great Plenty at a reafonable

Price.: That City hath now for above this- two
Years.been' free from the Plague. As for the
Security the Merchants have for their Perfons
and " Effeéts, they are ever liable to the Re-
ftraints of Princes,- but not more here than in -
any Part of Europe, as appears by the Eaft-India
Company retiring with their Goods from [/pa-
ban unmolefted, even in’ the ‘worft ‘of Times,
S G2 - when
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when there was a Revolution, and they were
under the Difpleafure of Nadir Schab, the Ne-

ceffity of whofe Affairs at that Juncture might

have tempted him to have fequeftred their Mo-

ney and Effeéts.  The Indians alfo who refide

in Perfia (of which there are great Numbers)
are exempt from all Plundering or Impofition
whatfoever, altho’ it’s now not.above three Years

fince the Schab has been engaged in a War with
~ the Great Mogul, their Sovereign, . The .Arme-
 pians indeed the Schab has now and then made
 free with, raifing confiderable Sums of Money on

thern 3 but thefe are Subje@ts of Perfia, who,
according to the Cuftom of all arbitrary Govern-
ments, are treated at the Will and Pleafure of
their Prince, yet at the fame time he never laid
a Reftraint on their Effecs in Trade. And al-

~ though the Schak’s Merchant was this Year the

only Buyer in all Gilan, and bought the whole
Quantity of Goods they had, yet: he did not
abate them three per Cent. on their Cloth lefs
than what they had fold it for to the Perfian
private Merchants the laft Year ; and for their
other Goods he gave them reafonable Pricess-

“which fhews the Scbab is cautious of diftrefling
even the * Armenians, in the way of Trade,

which. makes his Coopcheen very careful in avoid-

ing giving them juft Caufe of Complaint againft
him. Not long fince Nadir Schab’s own Bro-
~ ther attempted to opprefs the trading People in

‘order to raife a Contribution to himfelf, which

coming to the Schab’s Ears, he was fo exceed-

ing angry at it, it had near coft him his Head.

are in fome Chriflian Countries,

% The drmenians are looked pxi here as 7e=wg/b Sﬁbj_e&s

We
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'We could give many more Inftances of his Favor
to his trading Subjects, but to prevent {::f; Zeoc;f-
ous we avoid it. That the Britib Merchants
may be aflured of the fame Indulgence as other
foreign Merchants in Perfia, or to be préferr’d
before them, there’s all the Reafon to expect
becaufe no other Merchants can fupply the N E.
part of !’-eﬂi&z,’with thofe Commodities moft in
Demana, at fo eafy a Price, or. can afford to
give fo much for their Silks. ‘This all the -
menians and Perfians are well acquainted with,
which alarms the former,and makes the latter our

Friends. Of this we fhall give this particular -

Inftance. As foon as’ we had informed the
Schab’s principal Merchant of our Defign to pe-

tition his Majefty, he called together all the

;hie’f of gh; I\Iferchant's in Refbd to hold a Con-
ference with them : the Queftion he propos’d
was, Which deferved the greateft EnIcD:OuI:‘age-
ment, the Eunglifh or the Armenian Merchants ?
When it was unanimoufly deterniined in -our
Favour. This we were informed of both from

:)he Perfians and Armenians who were at the De-

~ Since the Schab’s Couft‘hés been removed
from [fpaban to Mefched, the Market of the
latter has been but fcantily fupply’d with Ezro-

- pean Commodities, therefore they are defirous' to

give us the greateft Encouragement to come to
Mefehed, well knowing thingarket can be l§0
otherways well furnith’d than by the Englifh Met-
chants through the Empire of Ryffia, -the Em-
p}re{’s\of which hath a Conful and a Minifter at
Ifpaban. Hence it comes that there are going
and returning all the Summer R#/5Veflels, which
carry Difpatches to and from Afracan to Refbd,
- | SR - which

)
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which Veffels or * Packet-boats, belong to her
Czarian Majefty, in one .of which we came over,

and the fame way intend to returny we: having a

very :ntimate Correfpondence. and Friendfhip
with the Conful. e
. Auguft 11. We had intended to. have left
Refbd this Week, and a Dutch Servant, with a-
bout 1000 Rubles worth of Effe@s, 'to be in-
vefted in Silk, and to have follow’d us the firft

‘Opportunity 3 but. the Coopcheen told us, the

Money was ready - for our Effe&ts when we

pleas’d to takeit, but that he was much fur:

pris’d to hear we intended to leave Perfia before
the Decree we petition’d for was granted us,
which he was certain would not be long before
it arriv’d 5 that he apprehended that the Vizir
could mot anfwer to let us return before' the
Decree fhould arrive, or until he fhould receive

. particular Inftrudtions how to a& concerning us:

This new and furprizing Difcourfe alarm’d us,
that we refolv’d to go diredtly to the Fizir,
with whom we remonftranced; that our Inten-
tions were to return in her Czarian Majefty’s
ter fome Confideration he made Anfwer, that it
feem’d firange to him, that we fhould: propofe
to leave Perfia without an. Anfwer to our Peti-

Packet, that would fail in bout 2 Week. Af: .

tion, when he had affur’d us, that we sight

expe@ a Decree in” our Favour, and that we
fhould return and leave undone the principal
“Thing for which we faid we came here, - when
we might fo eafily obtain it. He confefs’d he
was at a- Lofs. to reconcile this with the reft of

* The laft Packetéhﬁﬁ:féils for 4firacan about thelatter

end.of dugafl, and. none after till the next Spring:

i e it i s
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our. Behaviour, which hitherto h
Satisfaction. . He feared . that Wac;d
_h_ax:f taken ilf,omc Difguft at the Cou
made us thus fuddenly refolve t

leave our Affairs unﬁni}f’h’dﬂ‘.v T hi: éfgﬁ?af :
Sfﬁi‘ fr%m ‘f?{iﬁlil Infinuation of the Armem%:c-
whom he with’d we would not give t "
Credit to ; or if we had not ,métgthe goifrg
we expected, he was very forry for it.  He add-
'}e:'i, he fhould have been to have waited on us
himfelf, and invited us to have been his Guefts
but t}lafc he had fcarce Time to difpaﬁch the
Schak’s Bufinefs, which had prevented him in

given intire
muft - lately
ntry, which

~ both. = T this we replied, that we returned him

Thanks for the many. Favours that we had re-
ceived from him, which were more than we
gquld_._have expected, and as many as we. could
defire 3 th.at'as to the Armenians we converfed
but very little with them, and that tthey-‘had no
Influence on us fo as to forward or retard our
Return ; that could we have had the Honour
to have carried back with us the Schab’s Decree
it would have been a fingular Happinefs; that
we: had now tarried twiee the Time he was
pleafed to intimate the Decree would arrive in
and that. as fo great a Monarch as the Schab
could not but have infinite Bufinefs of more mo-
ment, we fear’d our Petition might be efteemed
a Matter of pr_ivate Concern 3 it ’might» be a. léh
Timebeforeit came toberead or confider’d, at lea{%

. fo as to.obtain an'Anfwer ; and the more Caufe

z:vc had to fear it, was, as we had.no Friend at
court to follicit for us; and that fhould the

:Sclm/a, condefcend to grant a Decree in our Fa-
Zour, we fhm;ld l;aVe a fit Perfon, who belo‘hg’d
to us, to receive it, and proceed directly with it

to
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to Peterfburg 5 that we flatter'd ourfelves this
would be permitted us, as our Orders were to
teturn this Autumn, and on no account whatfo-
ever to winter in Perfia, and we dare not act con-
traty to our Inftruétions, which were pofitive.
Al this we begg’d the Zizir to_confider, and
not infift on-our tarrying for the Decree, ‘which
could as well come after us; whereas fhould we
‘be obliged to tarry for it, we fhould aét contrary
 to pofitive Orders, and lofe a whole Year’s time.
" Upon this the Vizir paufed fome time, and
confulted with his Deputy Muftapha and others,
who attended on him, and made Anfwer, That
_ one of us furely might tarry, and do Honour
to the Schab’s Decree, which he was certain
would arrive in a fhort Time, and that the other
might return, and make a Report of our Affairs.
‘We told him, that as this Propofal was intirely
~ new, we could make no immediate Anfwer, but
defird that we might have Time: to confider of
it, and we would return him our Anfwer in the
Evening. : B '
When we came home we confulted with our-
felves, and finding that there was _an abfolute
Neceflity that one of us thould ftay, and, ac-
cording to the Perfian Expreflion, do Honour

fo the Decree by the Manner of receiving it, -

we refolved, that Mr. Grabam {hould tarry here,
'On this we fent the Vizir Word by our Lin-
guift, as we had promis’d, and the next Morn~
ing waited on him ourfelves, and told ‘him, that
Capt. Elton came to take his Leave of him. Af-
ter fome Confultation with thofe about him, he
»aﬂ&c’d,‘ Why he would not be fo kind as to tarfy
with them for the Decree?- - Our Anfwer ‘was,

That if Mr, Grabam returned, he could only
\ make

A L\ A - "y D .‘, < KRR i L
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made Report of Affairs of T, X ‘
give no fatisfactory Account of’l :izvcj}ld could
which the -Succefs of our firtare Ypian, on

-as a Seaman, was particular! : :
one of us -fh_ou-ld rl;tufn, oxg %’?tn::x ;:;S tf}at i
on that Accoqnt undoubtedly expeé}ﬁp it {;&ould
' be.h1m; and it would be but a poor Exc 119 qld
- write thgm word that he was detain’d‘hu Ca
gainft his Will. He évaﬁvely made aefl: or.
That when the Decree did artive, it ',Wouldnbwzr',
reéted to. Mr. ].?Zt'on, ‘and could be delive "’; .
none elfe. - This look’d fo like Art fice tr o
tan him, that his Defign fo to -dov'wa”O o
Pplainly feen, that it was in vain to “ufes any
Words 5 that our Reply was, - We Wouldn::i:g

fider of it, and give him our Anfwer ina few

Hours. . We return’d  ho; w
, S. return’d home not

~return’d  home very.
Ppleafed, not knowing what-the Pizir’s Mia’hm’ eg

- could be in proceeding with us in this Manner.,
. : el |

fo we immediately fent for an Zrmenian of
1n whom we knew we could confide," yan;ltwo,ﬂ
?mr‘edd of them congcerning the Viz”z'r;s Cohdzré{'
Power to ot M. Zlin rovan el the Zizirs
‘the Decrez we had petitli:inL}cl:inﬁ)ul’1 {tlll fuch Time
cor at leaft an Anfwer to our e 1<i>uld o
Schab fh(?uld condefcend E; };:1?{? 111; gog ing
‘the ‘CQUI‘I@I‘ that thould bring it would del; vor
to none but Mr. Elton, to whom it Wouldlvel b
certainly -be addrefs’d ; that if the Courie _mOﬂ:
-not readily find him, he would demand lx;i(r:f(l)uic}

‘the Vizg, and if he could not produce him, -he

would carry’ the Decree back,
i g e e K, and make hi -
port accofdingly 3 or it might '»'happcxi,‘ethléstRafil

‘_Qrder would be fent for Mr. Elten to come fo

H ‘  the

~ much depended, and to which End Ig/ffggs/;oia
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the Schab at Md’cbed. In cither Cafe it would
be very unlucky for the /Vizir if he was not to

be found, as Miftakes of this kind in

Perfia are

feldom forgiven. Being, convinced that thefe
“swere the true Reafons for. detaining Mr. Edeor, ‘
_ made us fomething eafier, tho’ we
 affured (which gave us no little Concern) that
his being obliged to winter: there would be of
veat Prejudice to our future ‘Defigns, and
~ would probably poftpone them 2 Year.. How-
ever, as his Stay was abfolutely neceflary, we
waited on the Vizir the fame Evening, and told
" him, fince he was fo defirous that Capt. Elton
fhould tarry to do Honour to the Schab’s De-
“ree, we were content 3 but that if our Principals
fhould fend no Goods next Y ear, or thould refufe
to enter on theTrade on account of the Captain’s
~ being detain’d, he would not reflect
‘take the Blame to himfelf ; but that we hoped,
that after the Decree was arrived the: Captain
fhould not be detain’d an Hour. He promifed
he would not keep him a Moments and that if

‘no Opportunity fhould then prefent

were well

on us, but

for him to

crofs the Cafpian, he would immediately “dif-
patch him by Poft, and give Mr. Grabam a

.Convoy quite to the Ruffian Frontiers, all at the - |-

-Schab’s Expence.  On ‘this Mr. Grabam took

.

leave of the Vizi

r, and prepar’d for his Return’

‘to Peterfburg 5 but on the 15th of Auguft the
New Governor of Gilan made his Entry into
“Refbd. We did not wait on him the fame Day,

as ‘we knew he would not“have Time to talk

with us ; and as it’s neceffary, acco
ftom, to fend him fome Prefent.

rding to Cu-
At the fame

time we heard a Courier was come from Mefched,

- who
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who enquired for the Englih Merchants 3 about
Noon the Courier came with the Dec;eé'\tiu ‘v
Schab was pleafed to grant us : We were obli 15
to meet him at the outer Door of our Colg? .
Yard, when he deliver’d it, Capt. Elton x:::‘c;
fome Ceremony, taking it in both his Hand

- touching his Forehead with it 3 and the Ca \m'sz, |

- was obliged to receive it in the fame Ma};r or,
and do it the fame Obeyfance. N

In the Evening our Alcquaintance came to con-
gratulate us on receiving the Decree; thoughive
believe none of them thought that we Ihozgildg"e: .
ver obtain it.  According to their Cuftom ’w;
prefented the Courier who brought the Decree
with a c9mpleat Perfian Habit, which he wore
all the Time he flaid at Refbd in Honour of us .
When our Servant deliver’d him the Habit he
folr.ced him to accept of three - Gold Duéats: "

'W}gch. the Servant by our Order refufing, hé

told him he would not accept of it on any other
’I:erms, fo he was obliged to take the Money:.
The Decree tranflated is as followeth, ’

UR high Commandment confifts in this
\_/ That we have condefcended to grantltbé,:
underwritten Petitioners the Contents of their
humble Petition. And by this be it known un-
ta you, moft excellent Beglerbeys, moft honour-
able Governors and Commanders of our Empire
Qf all Irab (which refembles Paradife) our Coun-
try of Bawlk and its Dependencies : Whereas

“fome honourable Engli/h Merchants have arriv’d

here from the Empi : ‘

hery om the mpire of Ryffia, we h oi-

_;_ren : t,hc{n Liberty, fmd hcreby allow tl?:rfi a?(1)

and their Goods with all Freedom in all, or

any of our Ports on the Cafpian Sea, and from
H2 - thence
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thence to carry them to any Market in our Em-
pire, particularly to our Provinces of Kborafan,
Irak, Farfe, Vauffier, Bodfbaun, Vized, Kerman,
Baulk, Aundiboad Shabran, and to the Bank of
the River Ama, and to the Confines of Badag-.
Shan, Cabul, Cafwin, PRagne, to the Empire of
India, and the Banks of the River Attukau 5 and
that they fhall be permitted and indulged to pur-
fue their Journeys with their Merchandife with-
out the leaft Interruption or Difturbance, we
- having order’d all our Subje&ts'to give them all
 reafonable Aflitance. . And when they have de-
termin’d at any Port or Place to open their

Goods, and expofe them to Sale, they may at

all times do fo without Interruption, and what
remains unfold they are left at Liberty to carry

or tranfport where they pleafe, in Veffels or in

Loads; only fuch Duties as are cuftomary fhall
be taken, and by no Means any more fhall be
exacted from them. If thefe Englifb Merchants
defire to buy up any Commodities of our Em-’

pire for Exportation, they fhall meet with no
manner of Hindrance ; but they fhall find the |

fame Indulgence as any other Merchants what-
foever. 'When their Veflels or Goods happen
to arrive at any .Place, where there fhall be no
Englifb Houfe, or Conful, if they have no In-

clination to land their Goods, no Force fhall be |

ufed to oblige them to land them, ot thall they

on ‘any Pretence be detain’d, paying the or-

dinary Duty, and taking a Receipt for the
fame. _
'no Money ready to pay the Duty on the Goods
they fhall import into any other Port than
" Refbd; then they may give theif Aflignment on
their Houfe at Rebd. ~ If they fhall have Occa-

fion

If it fhould fo fall out, that they have -
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fion to buy or hire Veflels for the carfying.of’ or-

btinging on Shore their Goods, the Commanders
of our Ports are commanded to give them. all

manner of Affiftance herein. . If thefe Merchants:
defire to fell their Goods out of their own Quar-

ters, Houfes, or Warehoufes, We give them

- full Power fo to do, and let none have the Af-
furance to Interrupt them, under Pretence their
- Goods. have not been regularly . view’d by the

Cuftom-houfe Officers. But at the fame time
we expect, that they will not offer Goods to

Sale which have not paid Duty, or been regu-.

Jarly view’d at our Cuftom-houfe, to the Injur
of our Revenues. If the Exg/i/b Merchants de-

fire to hire or buy Houfes in Re¢fbd, or any other-

Port or Place, in that we fhall give them all
reafonable Affiftance ; allowing, however, the
Inhabitants of fuch Places their Liberty, none
of which fhall be conftrain’d to part with their
‘Houfes againft their Inclination 3 and they fhall
treat the Englifh with all imaginable Civility and
Refpe&. . . o o

- If any of the Goo,ds‘theyfﬂlal.ll import fhall be

“thought proper for our Ufe by our Commiffaries,

fuch may be taken for us at the fame Price they
fhall be fold to other People for, our Commifla-
ries paying ready Money ; and they fhall not be

oblig’d to part with, or deliver any Goods but
for ready Morney : And in fuch Payments let
none dare to give them any Trouble, on pain of

our higheft Difpleafure, ~Whatfoever Goods
they fhall import that fhall not be thought pro-
per for our Ufe, they have free Liberty to
fell them to. whom: they pleafe, without Hin-
drance or Delay, and thefe the Englifb Merchants

S , R " have
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have Leave to fhip off, or to carry them to what
Place they choofe. o . -

If any Differences happen in their Trade, and
it come to a Trial, or Hearing, the Commanders
of that Place are order’d to giveimmediateSentence:
without Partiality. In whatfoever Port the Englifh
Merchants fhall pay their Duty, there they fhall
have given them a written Difcharge, in which
thall be fet forth, for what Quantity of Goods
they have paid Duty, and the Amount of the

faid Duty, that they may not be liable to pay -
Duty for them again in any Port or Place. ‘The

Cuffomhoufe Officers are not to break open or
unpack their Bales, but to take the Merchant’s.
“Words for the Content of them, that they may
fuftain no Damage.  ~ | ‘ L
" In whatfoever Province the Englifi Mer~
chants fhall arrive, the moft excellent Begler-
" beys, and others, our moft ~honourable Com--
manders, are hereby order’d to fhew them all
imaginable Refpe&, nor to allow or fuffer any
Perfon whatfoever to affront or moleft them.
- -And fecing the Petitioners are only acquainted
with the European -Language, and that they
can’t confer with our Subjeéts witheut an- Inter-
preter, it is neceflary therefore that their Brokers
be Men acquainted with both Languages. If then

they defire fuch Interpreters, whoever they fhall

chufe, ‘even if they are Chriftians, they areat |

 Liberty to make ufe of fuch without Reftraint.

The Pétitioners are received under our moft

gracidus Prote@ion, and the Watch which they

fent is received ; and as a Mark of our Favour,

by the Bearer hereof, we prefent them with Fifty

Robles.  And we hereby order our bigh trufty

Tyeafurers and Regulators of our Empire to
o - o regifter

egifter this our hi 1515;5) '
regifter ¢his our high Decree, ‘and. to put it i
Execution, under Pain of our highgﬂp%tif;e;?

fure. 'Written in the Month of Inmadi al avul,

“or fheBegimﬁ*?‘g of ﬂz”g?ﬁ, 1152 Years,

 RESAU.
SEAL.

. On the 16th of Auguf?, in the Fotencon, we
‘waited on the New Governor, at whofe Levee

we found all the principal Perfons in Town, to

the Number of Fifty or more, all fitting in one

- Room.  He received us very kindly. biddine
us welcome, and faid he was glad > pdding

immediately - Chairs were brousht us to fit
ramediatey - Lhars  we; ght us to fit
gob"mf -We prefented him with the Decree t}:&:
Schab had granted us, which he received i\‘r'er.y

Englifh thought well to come and trade at Gilin ;

refpectfully, fanding up whilft he received ;
and taking it in both ‘:Havrids,‘ toucﬁe:lé(‘if;: %('10:;: ,

head with it, which having done he fat down :

“This was an Honour . articularly due to th

:_V.Delcre‘e,‘ and when ‘the_(gowrnor r)éfe Itlt;;;:ef&:
it the whole Company did the like. The Gover-
‘nor rea:d;the: Decree to himfelf, and "t'hen'gzive it
‘the Vizir to read, who alfo éad it ‘to himfelf,

When it was return’d to us, the _'Go'vér't{'oi' faid

he would fend a ‘Writer of his to cur Foufs t
.copy the Decree,  which- ’C&pv.ﬂiduld zlelr%atg |

in his Chan}cella_ry,, as anf,autheﬁ"c'i‘ckfdf;jé 4t all
- times to be referr’d to 5 and from which other:
. Copies’ would be taken and fent to the. othier
‘Governments of the Empire. Suppofing we'had.

now done all our Bufinefs, ‘we were for taking -
, leave -




N ) t, El
hen the Gavernor alked Capt. E tonty
iif?i‘f,wzﬂd' tarry here and take care of our Af-’
fairs?. We anfwer'd him, that our Effes that
-we had then were not fo confiderable but that
we mig‘ht leave them ‘with our Servant, who

would tarry until our Return, which we hoped

‘ . rly in the Spring. He reply’d, he
Hf;ﬁi ’Eiit?li iZ much befte/r that one of us thould
V'tar'ry, and then: if the Scbab fhould fend to en-
quire of us concerning our Country, or the Na-
ture of our Trade, one czf. us WO_}lld bg,pr,_efept
to fatisfy him in his Enquiries, which he doubted
if any Servant could do. . “We mf’_ta.ntly’faw the
~Governor and the Vizir had had a Conference
‘about us, and came to a Refolut_lon‘tq._detam us,
‘both if poflible, therefore we thouglit it to very
little 'Purpofe to ufe Ar’gurr}ents_ 5 'ho_vvcyexj,, we
parted ﬁpon it, and confulted _beth_xt ou?felves,

on which Mr. Grabam confented to tarry. Mean
while the Governor faid, _that.whgcve:r of us
ftaid behind he would kd.o all in hl.S.P(.)Y\fel‘ to
- make Gilan agreeable to him.  All this Time the

. Vizir and Muftapha were’ whifpering with the -

Governory to whom we ‘addrefs’d ,ou.rfélVes,g
That fince it éppea‘r"d {o convenient-to him that

*one of us fhould tarry, tho’ we muft confefs we

could not in Purfuance of our Inftructions, yet,
as it was. the Governor’s Pleafure,’ we were will-
‘ing to take that as a fufficient Reafon, and there-

' fore Mir. Graham. confented to ftay: He faid,

. N - . N - g N . . Ca t..
he would take it as.a particular Favoqr if Capt
‘Eelt‘oﬁ; would ftay with them, and fend Mr.lG‘rfz_-
ham back. This fo unexpected a Requeft a lit-
“tle thock’d the Captain, as knowing his Wmte;;-
mg there would in a manner prove fatal }t10;‘ tli,?{r

" Defign : their Fa-
Defign 3 _bgt as they hgd ,a}Dcfcree_ in the g
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vour, they thought they might a& with more
Refolution than they had done formerly in tieat-
ing with the Vizir; fo Mr. Elion told the Go~
vernor, he would be very willing to tatry with

“him; as well to comply with what he was pleas’d

to requeft, as to fave himfelf the Fatigue of fo
tedious and lorig a Journey, as it was from Rebd
to Peter/burgs; butthattheNeceflity of their A ffairs
would by no Means permit him; {o he begged he
mightbeexcufed. But the Governor, by the Vizir’s
and Muyffapha’s Infinuations, as might be plain-
ly feen by their Behaviour on this Occafion, ftill
infifted on the Caprain’s tarrying, which being

{o unreafonable, animated him to make a fhott

- Reply, which was, That as the Schab having

condefcended to grant usa Decres, we had ftaid
and done all the Honout to it we were cipable
of, therefore now we had nothing to do more at
Refbd but what Mr. Grabam could difpateh 5
that our principal Affairs lay now at Peterfourg,
and thither we muft return this Year, or a Petiod

~might be put to this new Undertaking, and that
‘as I was apprized of this I cotld never confeiit

to tatry 5 thdt if he had dry Diftiuft of Sufpi-
cion, then it vsere better that he kept us both
here in Arreft until he could ‘have an Anfiwer
from the Perfian Ambaffidor, M. Goldfa at Pe-

Zterfpurg, conceining us; that the Captain hoped

he would excufe him for faying again; thdc he
could never confent to winiter herg, feeing it
would inevitably be the Ruin of all {theii Defigris,

- and wotild rénder this Schab’s Deciee it their Fa-

‘vour of no Effect. To which the Governor im-

mediately reply’d,” God forbid that he fhould de-

tain him 1 Moment agiinft his Will ; that fince
- the Neceflity of our Affaiis would nof. perrhit

I , , it,




(58)

it, he heartily wifh’d him a good Journey, and

that he thould find at his Return, by the Recep-
“tion Mr. Grabam fhould meet with, the Civilities
‘that he had intended me, could I have tarry’d

with them. So the Debate ended ; after which

“he made us feveral Compliments, which we en-

‘deavour’d to return, The Vizir and Muflapha
look’d- very much difconcerted at Mr. Elton’s
abfolute Refufal to ftay ;5 their Intention being
to have detain’d theé Capiain, never thinking

~ that he would venture to carry things to fuch

Extremity ; but they were miftaken, -there be-
ing a vaft deal of Difference betwixt talking
with a Decree in one’s Hand, and talking when
we were foliciting for one ; all which they feem-

~ ed unapprized of until they found it fo.

- 'The Defign of the Vizir and Muftapha in de-
taining the Captain (which may in {ome manner

~ excufe them) appear’d to us in this Light.

. 'The Perfians are a fubtil and jealous People,

. and on our propofing to return and not wait for

the Schab’s Decree, they concluded that we had

certainly taken fome Difguft at their Country, |

and would come no more there to trade; and

that our Diftafte muft proceed .from our not

having found the Silk Trade and the Markets

of Perfia free as formerly, but in a-manner all

engrofs’d by the Schab.. At the fame time they
- could not but confider of what Benefit our Trade
to their Country would be to them, and therefore
how defirous the Sc¢bab would be to have us
- carry on a Commerce through his Dominions.
Should we therefore refufe to return again. to

- trade, it would not only be a confiderable Lofs

to their Country, but, what more immediately
concern’d them, they forefaw fuch a Neglect of
. o ’ . : ' ours

Fomm L
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ours might produce an Inquity fatal to them

. both ; for when the Schab fhould come to find
. that we flighted his gracious Decree, it \;mﬁg a

not be poflible for the Vizir and Mufasbs tc
clear themfelves, by faying, they Werﬁé;iiagty
why we returned not. ~ The Schah would take
it for granted, that their Mifmanagement was the
Reafon, and for a {mall Miftake in Perfia a
Man often pays no lefs.a Fine than his Head
of this both the Vizir and Mufapha had a Ver}:
recent Example in' the Fate of their Father.
Hence It came, " that the Governor and the);
were willing to-at as fecure as poffible in cafe

of Accident, and had therefore rather have de-

tained the Captain than Mr. Grabam ; but w
have noReafon to think he had any Or’deruﬁ'k:vn:

the Schab to detain either of us, on the Captain’s -

infifting in the ftrongeft Terms to depart. ]
thought they had gained a Point, thzgz tla.e};r 1}11:2{
prevailed over one of us to be willing to tarr
with th.em ; for in our Debate the Gov’ernoz
often faid, that it was his Advice, that one of us
ﬂjould tarry pere, and that he begg®d it as a Fa-
vour to be his Gueft whilft the other returned, .

Although the Perfians are very courteous in

their manner of fpeakin :

t 1anner ¢ g, yet thefe were fuch
complaifant Expreflions, that the GoVern’orf belggg
fo great a Perfon, would not have condefcended.

to have made ufe of, had he had any Authority

frc?m his Prince to have detain’d either of us

leew1fe we knew frem the Stile and Force of:' '
our Decree, that if we infifted on returning, that :
he could not have kept any one of us ;' therefore -

.| 1t. was only out-of a Precaution, or to makea
| Merit of it, that they had perfuaded one of us
; tQ tarry with them in Refbd.- But as our Inten-
, ~ Iz ‘tiong
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~ tions were to return there again, to pl'gfegute.thg:
© Defign we firft came about, »fQ we were obl;ge‘d
to have a regard for the fut.ure,, and not by Qllt:_
Obftinacy make all thofe m,,P.ower there, our
Enemies for ever after.  On this Cpnﬁd,eratmp,
. firice. it was fo much -defired, that one of us
{hould confent to tarry m Perfia, we hoped it
- would appear to all our Friends as neceflary as it
did there to us. In the Afternoon we fent to
the Governor for a Pafs for Mr. Elson, and an
Armenian Servant that att;.eglded him, which was
immediately fent, on which he took Leave of
the Governor, Vizir, Muftapka, and the Coop-
cheen.  Mr. Grabam and fome Armenian Friends
accompanied the Captain to Perre Buzzar.
On the 19th of Augnft, early in the Morning,

he got to Zinzelle Village, where the Packet-boat

 which belonged to the Czaring lay in the Road
ready for us, having got over the Bar the Night |

before. The Raufs Confyl came on board our

Smack to give her his Difpatches 5 the Weather |

* was calm and pleafant. -
O the a2 of Augut we weighed, and lef
nzelle- Road, having eze Weter.
"1ZZ4’;? gm‘ want of Exercife the Captain had been

fadly troubled with the Seurvy ever fince he Left
Soratqff (it is  xeigning Diftemper with the Zi-

ropeans in thofeParts of Perfia.) Having left the |

Land he betook himfelf to his Sea Joyrnal.
" On the 17th of September they arrived in Ches-

tery Bugara Road, where the Guard-Ship of her | |

Czarian Miajefty lay at the Entrance of the 7o/-
a. 'The next Day in the Afternoon he went

. on Shore on the Hland, where the gqmma:11djng ‘
'Officer and 3 Surgeon came to view us, to fee |

i we were free from all Symptoms of the P 14%“:3
Ve Weth 2o P oA

a light Breeze Wefter- |
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- and make their Report : The Orders on which

were, that we fhould perform a fix Wecks Qua-
rentine 5 but it had been a Cuffom of the Admi-
ralty for a Year paft, not to fuffer the Emprefs

her Servant to be detained, but to go imme- -

diately to Afracan, and only to keep the Paffen-
ers. ‘ ' '
rina’s arrived, which was the laft which came
this Year. She had 200 Bales on Board be-
longing to Armenians and Tudians, for Con fump-
tion in Ryffia, but no Silk but what belenged to
us. : She had been three Weeks in ‘her Paﬂ‘ége.

Another Veffel arrived the 12th of Offober, who

had winter'd the Year before at Rod, but fhe
had been the whole Summer in finding her way
hither, as mentioned formerly. At Baky fhe

took in fome Copper, and Silk from Skamaky,

and afterwards filled up with Wine from Der-
bent.  The mentioning of thefe Veflels gives
again Occafion to {peak of the Cafpian, which
we have before intimated, is a very fair Navi-
gation :. 'The Northern Parts are navigable niné

~ Months ina Year, and the Southern all the Year

round,  From Chettery Bygara Wand to Zinzelle

is about 168 Leagues, although the whole Length
of the Cafpian. ~And'as one Wind will ferve, fo

- it won’t be efteemed 2 Week’s Run for a full-

built Veffel ; and fome of the:Czarina’s Veflels,

which are as full as clofe Ligh{;grs.,, ‘have made

that Paflage in lefs than five Days. From
Chettery Bugara to Afrabas is not 190 Leagues

on 3 plain Courfe, {o that it may hé confiderd.
as the fame Diftance gs to Zinzelle. A
s a Port the Reyfians have vifited now and
- then, byt never frequented, for no Rufs Veffels

R ‘ o - what-

ARrabat

- On the 4th of Oﬂb&er a Smack of the Cza- |
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whatfoever at this time go any farther than Zin-
zelle, although Afrabat is equally as good a
Road and Haven, and as great a depth-of Wa-

r on its Bar as Zinzelle. : I
terl(i);/;ds' being the only Silk Mark.et in ‘Gz{ar{, ,
the Armenians made this City their principal
Market, and this is what occafions thei’?uﬁ ch-

{els which bring the Armenians and their Goods

- over from Aftracan, all to refort to Zinzelle,

ich is the Sea Port of Re/d. Zinzelle and

j;;lrj:aa} are the only Ports the Brzz‘g//o Veflels
* will be under a Neceflity of frequenting on the
Perfian Side, and they happen to be two gf the
beft Havens on all the Ca/?ztz;n,‘ t.hey'bemg .but
a Week’s Run, although ordinarily a Fertnight
from Afracan. When the ‘Englifb Merchants
. come to be poflefs’d of Veflels of their own, they
may manage the Trade to and from Perfia as
‘they find moft to t?elilr Advantage 5 at prefe

ill fuppofe the following manner. |
W-efivlllu(gl{lx:f:)%s defigned for Zinzelle or Aftrabat

muft be forwarded from Peter/burg by the begin-

ing February, that they may arrive at Sa-
?izr:‘ogﬁ?fon the I%chz - about ‘the end of that
Month, at which Time the 7slga is there open,
- and about the Beginning of April thefe Goods
may probably arrive at Affracan, or at Chestery
Bugara  if a-proper Veflel lay ‘ready to.take
them in, they may very well arrive at Zinzelle

or ARrabat before May. Thefe Goods may be

fold at Refbd or Mefched by the middle of Fx by,
a(t)id 'bz;rthé/b middle of Augy/t the Returns may be
invefted in Silk, the Produt of the fame“Year ;
this Silk may be fhipp’d off - beforé the end of

Auguft, at Zinzelle 5 and if the Veffel that takes

“them in fails “direétly, then before’ the end of

Sep-

nt -
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September they may arrive at 4fracan 3 1n OfFo-
ber they may reach Saratoff, from thence by
Sledge-way, and arsive at Peterfburg the begin~
ning of Fanuary, . -

. This is fuppofing no Quarentine % required on-

Goods coming from Gilan ; but if fuch Goods
are required to perform a three Months yaren-
41me, then they will arrive three Months later in
Peterfburg, that is, about the 1 of April ; this
is Time enough to be fhipp’d off by the firft
‘Ships that fail that Year for London; nay altho’
it were the middle of May, it is fooner than the
Ice is out of the River Neva ; and had. thefe
‘Goods arrived even in December, they muft have
remained for the fame Ships, {o in this Cafe the

- Quarentine feems to be no hinderance. But the
~above State of the Cafe fuppofes that Goods .

fent to Perfia meet with an immediate Market,

- and that their Returns can be as immediatel y in-

vefted in Silk, both which may not happen, and
then the Quarentine would be of 2 very great
Difadvantage. As for Example, Goods arriv-
ing in Gilan in May, perhaps fhan’t be fold till
the January following 3 and then the Returns
of thofe Goods .in Silks can’t be thipp’d from

- Zinzelle till the beginning . of March, and ar-

tive-about the. latter Fnd at Afracans and by
reafon of the Quarentine they can’t be forwarded

- from thence until the end of Junes at Saratoff
they can't arrive before Auguft, nor in Peterfburg -

before the end of September 5 although this is
~Time enough to be thipt off for London; but the

~ Returns from thence can’t .be made until. the

next enfuing Spring ; {o-that the Opportunity of
fending - thefe Goods time. enough to arrive by

. 'the Winter-way at Saratoff is loft, by being four

~ Monthe
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Months too lite at Peserfburg. What may be
done by way of Riga in Importations or Expor-
tations, we have not yet had any Expefience of. -
The Quarentine, whillt it continues, neceffi-
tites us to {ell our Goods that we import into
Gilan; within the Space of two Months, or elfe
we can’t make our Returns to and from Gilan to
" Londen in lefs than three Years. Did no Qua-
 pentine interfere they might be made in two, and
the Merchants have eight Months time to dif-
ofe of their Goods; fo that the Continuation
of the Quarentine on Goods coming from Gilan
make a f{urprifing Difference,. the Profit being
" fo much leflened thereby, that all Means muft
be ufed to get that removed 3 and it is likewile
the Intereft of the Czarina to have it done on ac-
~ count of the Encouragement it will give to us to
carry on the Trade largely and with Difpatch,
whereby her Cuftoms, &e. will increafe in Pro-

ortion. ‘

It is to be obferved, that the Northen Pro-

virices in Petfia which produce the moft and beit
fort of Raw Silk (from whence the Southern
Provinces, and the Silk Manufaduries at Me/-
ched dre fupply’d, befides the great Quantity
that goes to Turky) are three 3 as Gilan, the
chief City is Refbd 5 Shermat, whofe chief City
is Shamaky 5 Arrafb, whofe chief City is Ganges.
THe two formet of thefe Proviices are on the
South-weft Shoar of the Cafpian, and the litter
15 adjacent to them, not far from the Cafpian ;

 that they could not hear that any Englifb woolen
‘Goods, either from the [udic Company, ot the
Turky, ever reached Mefched, but only Holland

L8

woolen Cloths brought by the.drmenians; where-

" as a Trade to that Place with our woolen Cloth

‘ might,
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might, in a fhort Time, be the moft confider-
able Branch of the Englifb woolenTrade ; notl- i: I;t
unlikely that we may come to cloath the Schab’s
Armies, which are numerous, as we can bring

- it much cheaper than any other Nation, and af.

ford to give more for their Raw Silk, ¢, Be-
fides we can fend Lead, Pewter, Bar-T'n, which
the Perfians are now {upply’d with from the Ji-
dia and Turky Company’s Settlements,

The Perfians and Armenians, in the Delivery of

their Cloth, reckon ten Rufs Arfheens to make -

{even Perfian, which is as'1 to 1.428, accounting
the Perfian Arfheen +335 greater than we found

'vit with regard to the Ruffian, or 21. 65. per Cent.

In thewr Bills of Exchange the Armeniaons
reckon Perfian Money to be 30 per Cent. better

than Rufs Money ; fo that for 100 Rubles Rufs

Money paid in A4ftracan, they pafs their Bills

payable in.Gz'hm but for 70 Rubles Pesfian Mo-

n‘ey.

A Perfian * Zolotnick is %j%fc')f a Rufs Zolot#

nick 3 a Perfian common Batman contains 1280

Perfian Zolotnicks, or 14.Pounds, Rufs 5454 3
a Perfian Silk Batman contains 1200 ditto, or
13 Pounds, 6363 ; fo that three Silk Batman
weigh 40 Pounds, 9o29 Ryfs. We founda Per-
Sian Schak’s Arfheen to be 39.4 Englifb Inches,.

{o that a Rufs Arfheen is to a Perfianas 1 to

1.402. L ;
- Hence, if the Perfian Ruble be 30 per Cent.

- better than the Ru/s Ruble, the Perfian Arfheen

exceeds the Rufs Arfheen 42.85 per Cent. ac-

- cording to the Armenians.

¥ 96 Rufi Zolotnicks to an Ounce Troy Weighf:,

K  SOME-
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 Rife and Succeffes
or
Tramas Kourr Kay,
) KING of -Z’ERSLg_i" |

RS CHAH Thamas, who was then

4 " s )
é'g? Years Misfortune, got together an
el Army of about 30,000 good Sol-

¢ diers out of the Northern Pro-

() Now the famous Scbab Nadir, or Kol Kan.

(4) A People that join’d the Ofgoons to- conquer Perfia,

under Mees Mabomet, the Son of Meer Wife,

K 2  dalles

called the Prince, had, after feven:

Vin335 ,l}ndera very good General (2) Thamas o
K{ZIZ,' WhO in ?Zme 1729 dcf'catcd ,the (é) /ﬂ?{
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dalles intirely in feveral fet Battles, and took

their chief City Hyraut, which lies to the North

" of Perfia. This News foon reached [fpaban,

and ben}g greatly exaggerated according to- the
p'u ‘ticular Cuftom of Perfia, as alfo the Number

- of the Kan’s Forces, fo alar med (¢) Horroff, who
~was then in Poffeflion of Ifpaban, a Man of

known Bravery, that he very imprudently took

‘a Refolution to go in queft of the Prince before

he fhould grow too ftrong (who then had no

: Thoughts of turning his Force that way until

the next Spring.) Accordingly Horroff,” in the

begmnmg of Auguft, fet out with an Army of

35,000 Men, compofed of Ofgoons, and (d) Don-
gazances, aud in twenty-five Days march metand
engaged the. Prince’s Forces, who {o ntirely

o routed him, that he flew back to I[pcz/mn in half

the Time.
- This happy and unexpe&ed Event deter-

- mined the Prince to purfue this Victory, and to

{end his General .with. his Forces to- plovoke
him to another Engagement. Horroff thought it
beft for him to try his Fortune in the Field,

~ but being dubious of the Event, before he lcft

the City, he packed up all the Roval Treafurv

“and Jewels, ready to carry with hiin in cafe he

fhould be routed, and at the fame Time maf-
facred all the principal Inhabitants he could find,
fo the Number of 2800. The ( £); Englifb and

Dutch Agents he ordered to come into the new:
“Walls the Ofgoom built. at the ﬁrﬁ: taking the

, ( ¢ ) A Kmfmzm and Succeflor of Meer Ma/;omet, who toak' 3
._I/}abazz '

(4). A Nation tlmt joined the’ Ofgoons, after they revolt-

ed, and fet up for themfelves.
, (c) Mr Cacéell was then the Eng/ i/ Agent

: City,' :
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City, and put them into the (f) szmfuanfem
-Shaw, in the Kjferce, under a Guard.

- 1729. The next Battle was on the 2d of

November, in the Mornmg, in which he had no

" better Fortune than in the former; the Néws of

which was at Ifpaban at Noon, though at Forty

Miles diftance. He, with {fome few fcattered .

Forces, did not arrive till Night, and going to
his Palace he fat himfelf down in his (g) Chebil-

Jiteon, very much dejected ; the Naib, or Prime

Minifter came to him, and afk’d h1m what he
did there, that the Perfians were at the City.

~ Gates ; upon which he loaded his Treafury, and’

that Part of his (b) Haram Whlch he deﬁgned to

take with hlm, and fled in fuch a precipitate

" manner, that he never thought of the Englifh and

Dutch Murchants, to their great Joy. This
Opportunity they would not flip, havmg before
bribed the Guard to be in the greater Readinefs
to embrace a favourable Opportunity ; they flipt
away early in the Morning, Sword in Hand, to
the Company’s Houfe. . At Noon the City was
all in an Uproar ; what Pe;f ans were - hid, and
in the adjacent Pfaces, came in great Numbeis to

plunder s and it was at the rlfque of then Lives

they faved the Company’s Houfe.

Sc/oa/o Thamas’s General did not arrive till three

Days after, and had he only fent 6000 Men af-
ter the Ofgoons, he had intirely. def’cmy’d them.
Horroff, after he had gone two or three Leagues,

and faw no one coming after him, fent back his -

(f} A Royal Inn near hls Pa}ace R

(g) AHall belongmg to his Palace, called {o from havmg
40 Pillars init, - o _

( b) HIS Wome'n

ty ‘

: /li/mma Dounlet (or ane Mmlﬂm) Wlth a Par»_ .
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ty to maflacre as many as he could, and fire the -
City: But juft as he got to the Royal Gardens, |

~ a Mile from the City, fomebody amongft the Mo -

~ bile wifer than the reft, rightly thinking that they .

came with no good Defign, order’d the Drums
to be beat, which threw them into fuch a Pan-
nick, that they were. glad to make the beft of

their way back, imagining that the Prince’s

Forces had taken Pofleflion of the Town. -

Horroff ’s firft Defign was to go to (i) Car- -

- menia, but after five or fix Days march, hearing
that Road was made impaffable, went to Shirafs,

- a large City (about 200 Miles from I/paban, and
30 from old. Perfepolis, in the Road to Gom- .
broom) but in fuch a Fright, that they dropt great
Numbers of their Women and Children on the
Road,  which. the Perfians, as they met with,

~ killed. On'his Arrival at Skirafs he bumnt the
| City, put the Inhabitants to the Sword, and took
i Pofleflion of the Caftles, - B

- In the mean Time Schab Thamas, infread of -

purfuing  the Ofgoons remained two Months. in

. . Jjpaban, levying of Money “in a very rigorous
| manner to fatisfy his. greedy Soldiers, which
- made almoft ‘every one repent of the Change,
- However, about the latter end of December he

went after Horroff 5 they met near Shirafs, ‘where,

| after an obftinate Battle, Horroff was entirely de-

| feated, but he himfelf efcaped with his Treafure,

- and about 2000 Ofgaons, and took their Rout to’
the Bamouchees, a People that live chiefly on

| Robberies. " At laft he was killed by a Party of

| the Hoflem Caus, who immediately after rendered

from, about 400 Miles from Zjpaharn. -

#

(i) A Province where the Wool - of that Name comes’

their
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- their Obedieiice to Schab Thawias, who fleeced

the Inhabitants. of S/az'mﬁ of every thing the Of

- goons had left them ; from thence he continy .
~ his March to Hamadon, near which Place,h'lengg '

feated a Party of the Turks, : :
_The Schab on his Return to Jfpaban made

7 bczm’czs Kan his Vackert Douls?, the greateft Poft
-a Subject can enjoy, he having the fole Admin;.
- ftration of Affairs, and gave him his Seal : Qp

which he carried it with {o high a Hand, that it
was {oon feen that.he had the Crown i1 view

and that the King began to be keartily tired of
him, as well as every body elfe, for he had af.
fum’d an unlimited Power ; but as he was en-
gaged in a vigorous War againft the Turks,

- the Schab was. afraid to fend for his Head. 'To

fuch an Height did this Man rajfe himfelf, chief-

ly by his undaunted Courage s for-it was not ten

Years paft, that Le was only a Camel-man ;
the Province of Corafan, wh’e);é he ?isfgi?nn}-
to which' Place he fent 2 prodigious Treafure
with the Schab’s Sifter’s Aunt, whom he had giv
ven him to Wife, ‘and one of the Schab’s Sifters
Whom he had fent fora Wife for his Sop. Ha;ci
the Kan’s Defigns againft the Turks prov'd up.
fuccefsful, it was everybody’s Opinion he muft
have gone over to them with what Forces he

could have ‘prevail’d upon to follow ‘him, he

having fo utterly ruin’d and defiroy’d” eyer
Place he paffed thro’, that nobody >w}‘;u1deg§x
been able to make héad'againft him, . . .~ -
- AH tjhis»T_ime the Ruffians were Mafters of the |
Province of Gilan, and ufed all the Inhabitants

- {o well, that they had no other Concern bt the -

liqar;ghét it fhould fall under the Perfian Go-
vemment again, . . C T T
T . Pafia
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~ Perfia being in this diftracted Condition, the
Englifb Merchants endeavour’d all they wereable
to repair to Gambroon ; but after ufing their utmoft
Eforts: found it.impra&icable, and the more {fo

from the Villainy of one Stephen, their Linguift,
who during the late Revolution, when the Of~

- goows had the Government, imagining that they
* could do nothing without him, obliged them to
chufe one Hemet in his Place, which provoked
him ta do them all the ill Offices in his Power.
 The Dutch, during the Siege, before the Of-
goons took the City, got prodigious Riches by
the Sale of a vaft Quantity, of Sugar for Money
and Jewels, for which Schab Mabomed imprifon-
- ed and fined them very extraordinarily ; yet they
~ made a confiderable Figure, tho’ they pretended

" to be poor.. The Armenians put many of their

 Effe@ts under the Protetion of the Duich,
" which were moft of them. difcover’d and feiz-
ed : And what with Lofles they had by Sea,
and none of -their Factors returning from India,
and others not return’d from other Parts, it
was reckoned their Women - exceeded - them
twenty .to one in number. . Horroff enquir'd
much after the King’s Mother, but could never

hear of her ; fhe was kept privately alive by the

 old Eunuch in the Haram like a Servant, - |

. Now let:us turn our Eye to Thamas Kan.”

" After he had ‘beat the Ofgoons at Shirafs, he went
aocainft the Turks, whom he defeated in {everal

{et Battles, and Tetook *Abmadoon and Tabreez :
When the Abdallers, join’d with' the Ofgoons,

feized upon Hyraut, upon: which 'he left’ the

.. King in Iﬁ)ﬂbm“ without any IF01-¢¢S;"_’cé1king~’all,{7 :
SIS EEURMEE LR H I SR along

* A large City on the Road to -Babjlé&, 'ahd,ébdﬁf nine

.Daysf Journey from Jpabai.

.

along with hiim to attack the Turks;, whom he

intire_ly:fdefeat‘e‘diin“a fet Battle,  and retook the
City of Hyraus. It the mean tie Schabh Tha-
mas got together, as wellas he could, an indif-
ferent Army, left Ifphaban in Offober and re-
took two Caftles from the Ofgooiis, and encreaf-
¢d his' Army in his March in the Depth of a

fevere Winter to Tabreez, and in the Spring to

~ Errivan, where he-engaged and’ routed a large
Body of Turks and befieged thé Caftle; but thd

-~ Country ‘fthefea'bbﬁfé*being’-'-ciuiite ruin’d and

tnable to furnifh- him with” Provifions, he was
fcfc'(e‘djv to" come "back to Tabreez to give his
Horfts Grafs, “having narrowly efcap’d being
taken himfelf as he-was endeavouting to' cut off

| \‘%‘\f(:féﬁ_yqy, of Provifions going to- the Relief of
the! Tartars, ~ However, foon" aftér Abmud;

Bofbiaty of Babylon; defeated Sebish Thiamas; took

- all his Baggage, and 8o Picces of Canrion 5 the

King fled to Kiom, 'a large City, to fay until

he could get his ftriggling Forces together. The
News of this gave them the utmioft Confterna-

tion ‘at Ifpaban, . ‘that every one ' was: packis g

up ' what they efteem’d moft valudble,’ ready to? -

fly 5 which thie! Englj- would have done as
we ’Il as the reft, if the King ‘Had not as foon ‘as
Lie"Ioft the Battle, fent a”Party ‘6f Froops tor
keep the City in” order, ahd forbid onpain’ of
Death,  any ‘body's' leaving’ it: " All their De-
peéidence. for Saféty was on Thimis Kan, who
immediately aftet he had ‘réduced the" Caftlé of

Hyraut, march’d to- the King?s: Affiflance With

a good Army. Bat their greateft Security was
the approaching Winter, for the Perfians had

no Forces between’fpaban’ and Abmadoon s fo - -
that had the Turks purfued their Victory, they -

N PR - might
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m1ght eafily have taken the Clty, for the Go-
vernor expedted no lefs, having defign’d. on
their Approach to have evacuated and fet it on
. Fire." The King’s chmm (or Women) were re—}
moved to Corbin. '
In Auguf?, 1732, T bamas Kan felzed the ng,
and fent him a Prifoner under a ﬁrong Guard to
Mufbatt, fetting on the Throne Schab - Abbafs
the Third, a Child of three Months old. . To
- keep his Army true and faithful to him, it is not
to. be ‘defcribed how he drain’d and 0pprcfs’d
“all Perfias how miferable and’ defolate. it was
at this Time : However he was.defeated in two
Skirmithes he had with the 77 urks, the firft of
~which he fought in' Schah Abbafs the Third’s
 Name, the fecond in. his own Name ; but-i in,
' the third,- for. a Tryal of Fortune, he. fought
in the Name of Schab Thamas, in ‘which - he
got the better. So. fuperftitious are the Per/fians,
that on this Turn of Succefs he {ent for Schah Tha-
mas again, witha Pretence to re-inftate him, after

~ he had taken a folemn Oath to forgwe all that

was paft. - Butit was only to give him the Title,
of King ; for he had a Notion that Fortune,
would continue her. Favours: to him ﬁghtmg:
* under his Name, at the fame time keeping ithe.
exorbitant Power he was poffeﬁ'ed of in his own
* Hands for. his Security. . How : he afterwards

~ India, and other Succefles and various Events
~ of his, Life, we refer to Mr. szer s mgemcus. :
| .Ht{’cory of. hxm, _]uﬁ pubhfh’d .

‘_THE END

) ,
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affum’d the Throne,, with his Expedltxon into




