125-2

: SIR FRANCIS BURDE

The Letter to the Shemﬁ' of de- er Frénc:s Burdett’s Letfer of No-
- The Case and Opmxon of the At-

‘ The Proceedmgs thereon

THE PROCEEDINGS

" AGAINST

fFROM THE: ‘ A cL ¢
INTRODUCTION OF THE COMPLAIN I
) \' . o TILL ms BEING S s
F OR(‘ED TO THE TOWER |

WIT!-I

dlesex. - ~

- tice of Action against the Speaker. " - -
« for TrespaSs and Illegal Impmson- ST
~torney ‘General as to the Leﬂahty “ment. . A
~ of Forcible Entry. o Thc Opposlte Verdxcts of Coroners Co
Letter to the Speaker of the House _ " Inguests on People slam by the S

- of Commong, and """ - Soldlery=: O :

1,

o WHICH 15 ADDED.

NARRATIVE OF THE PROCEEDINGS =

"IN THE

:‘.AJRRJEST @IE“‘S]IR F]RAN(C]IS,

3 C O\IDUCT”OF THE_ ;MILI TARY
: WITHAPREFATORY DEDICATION To. et o
‘8. BROOKS, ESQ. IR

§ Cha:rman o i xr F. BURDETT 's Commxttee

>ct Aaml Ariange(l from Auﬂzentw Sources qf I;y‘brmatwn e L :
l'BYBCORWFN Q e

LONDON

CHEAPSIDE, SHERWOOD, NEELY), AN‘ 3
-~ JONES; 'PATER NOSTER ROW ; AND ALL
: " OTHER BOOKSELLERS. .




S

e rGRaR i

- SAMUEL BROOKS, ESQ.

CHAIRMAN OF THE 'c'OM'Ml,TTEE,‘FdR‘CQN?DiIé"fINE

THE ELECTION OF SIR FRANCIS EURDETT, BART.

- SIR, T '

. In publishing _the following Report .of - the
Proceedings in the House of Commons relative to
the Conduct of SirFrancis Bukperr, lam actu-
ated by a laudable ‘ambition to support the true
Constitution of this Country, and take this oppor---
tunity of acquainting you, ‘that herein the worthy
Electors of Westminster, for whose assistance ;[
“have thought fit to publish it, -will. be able to exa~
mine a faithful representation of the arguments,

which followed it, (in Cobbett’s Weekly

both for and against, the Letter and the Argument

Register

‘of March'24, 1810, and which was acknowledged

-by Sir Francis Burdett to have be

en published by

‘his ‘authority,) as they occurred in that House,
. from the time when the motion was madg by Mr,
Lethbridge till the committal of the Honourable
Baronet to the Tower : and at the close is givenan
Authentic  Narrative of the Proceedings in the
Arrest of Sir Francis, from the Passing of the Vote .
for his Commitment, till his Entrance into that,_
Fortress.. ‘The only merit, Sir, which I can in
any wise claim to myself, is that of rescuing from
oblivion those Debates which' have so much in-

terested the minds of the Public, and of present-
ing my fellow Electors with a faithful Detail of .
the circumstances as they took place ; in which I
have not presumed to hazard an opinion, leaving -
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- every. man to judge for himself. ~And as the mat-'
ter will be canvassed before another tribunal, the
" Reader will here be furnished with every Docu-
ment necéssary for his Information. '~ .
It may be necessary to mention, that there has
lately been published an authentic copyof
| ~ MAGNA CHARTA, |
‘with ‘an’ Introduction, cqptdinih g thc History of its
“Rise ‘and Completion, and Observations on Laws.
relative to its Promulgation. ~ To which is added
~ “ah authentic Copy of

THE BILL OF RIGHTS. -

ey i s

'

By which' every ‘Englishman may see ‘the grand-

. foundation upon ‘which his Liberties are-built, and
wherein' it 1Is expressly declared, ‘¢ No man shall

b taken or ‘imprisoned, or diéseised of his free-

- hold; or outlawed, v"dr;‘b:ahiShéd, or any _’v‘vayis‘dc;.-

stroyed ; nor will we pass upon him, .or commit,
 him ‘to prison; unless by the legal Judgement of |

- his Peers, or by the Law of the Land.”

~ That this sacred Paladinm of British liberty may
~never be violated with impunity s the unfeigned
wishof

Your most obedient Servant,

'REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS
. HOUSE OF COMMONS,
. pewiva wo THE ConDUGE OF L -
SIR FRANCIS BURDETT.

[
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. MR.LETHBRIDGE was anxious to ascertain one fact,
before he submitted: to the House a motion which he felt it
his duty to make; that fact was, whether an Honourable

~ Baronet then present (Sir F. Burdett) was the writer of ‘the

Register. LT o . ‘
- Sir F. BurpETT had no objection to answerany question
on what he had done. It mighthave been concluded that the
‘writing signed by himself was his ; but he now avowed it, if
‘that were wanting to gratify the Hon. Gentleman.- ' ,

Mr. Lerupripce thanked the Hon, Baronet for his frank-
ness in the declaration. He (Mr. Lethbridge) thought that
Jetter a high insult on the House, and a flagrant violation of
its privileges.  As such, he must notice it, and declared that
he would make a very short motion on the subject to-morrow.
_- Lord TEmeLE objected to the informality of this proceed-
ing.. It would havebeen more proper to have summoned the
attendance of the- person accused, and then to lay the com-
plaint before the House. : ‘ S

The SprAKER was of opinion, that thisrule only applied
when the accused person was actually absent; but when he
was on the spot, the subject-matter of complaint might be
brought forward or delayed, at the pleasure of the Honourable
Member, " . C
- Mr. LETHBRIDGE was not aware that he should have
seen the Honourable Baronet, and excused himself from in-
formality, by his short experience in the business of the
House. = He was willing to put off his motion. ‘

Lord FoLkrsToNE was surprised to see the mation about.

Ietter signed with his name, andlately published in Cobbett’s.

1o be deferred, -after the way in which it had been opened..

Wis the individual pointed at' to sit down under the stigma-
of so heavy an accusation 5 or, if the House had suffered so
violent an attack on its privileges, was-the justicg due to the -
B S - YRR Commons
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- the United Commons of Great Britain and Ireland,. who had
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Commons of England to be deferred at the pleasure of the

Hon. Member (Mr. Lethbridge)? It ought to be brought -

forward at once. S -
After some conversation between Gen. Gascoyne, Mr, W,
Wynne, and the Chancellor of the Excheguer, the motion

" was fixed for to-morrow.’

_ Tuesday, March 27. -+
Mr. LETHBRIDGE rose, and said: I rise, Sir, pursuant
to what I promised to do, when last I spoke upon the subject ;
and I do it with a ‘degree of pain which I never felt before ;
for I am to make a complaint dgainst one of the Members of

violated, in my opinion, the Privileges of this House. .. Itis

" not my intention to go farther than the mere expression of my

v

‘opinion: It is my intention only .to lay the document before
the House, which the Honourable Baronet (Sir Francis. Bur-
‘dett) has adinitted to have written, and to have been published
by his authority.—I have marked the passages which justify

me in my opinion in. making the complaint which may be

deemed proper by the House.

The SpEAKER stated, that the orderly course now to purs -

sue was to desire the Clerk to read the passages, upon which
the Honourable Member grounded his complaint, or the whole
ofthe publicatio n alluded to, if any other Member desired it.

Mr. Lermiiripae lamented, that he should feel it ne-
‘cessary to press this matter upon the attention of the House,

.particularly at a period when business of so much public im- -

portance occupied their consideration. . But he was actuated
Dy an irresistible sense of duty. He had no objection, if-the
Housesdesired it, that the whole of the document referred te
should be read. e . : N
 The Clerk accordingly commenced the reading - of Sir
Francis Burdett’s letter from Cobbett’s Register of the 24th
instant.  When he had proceeded fora few minutes, -

Mr. 1. Sum¥ER expressed @ wish that the Honourable

“Member should, for the convenience of the House, state his
objéct before the Clerk proceeded farther in the reading of this

paper. c ' ' ORI
The SpeakEr apprehended that the course the House was
. PP

now pursuing could not be regularly revoked or altered.-

The complaint should be first read ; the Hononrable Member
to whom that complaint referred should be called upon for his
defence, and having made that defence he should - be: called
upon to withdraw, - '

- The Clerk proceeded and read the whole of Sir Fréﬁéis Bur--

dett’s

St

, (7)) , _
dett’s letter, together with the report of his speech respecting
the case of Gale Jones, in Cobbett's Reglg.tg;' of Saturday
last, (March 24, 1810.) Upon h_1‘§: c‘c_mclusx’on,A DR
Phe Spia KER addressed Sir Francis Burdett stating, thatt
the Honourable Baronet was then called upon to answer to the’
complaint alledged against him. L
Lgrd Ir ()‘,LK‘S%ONE—I‘OSG toorder. The Hoqourable Gentles:
man having merely delivered ina paper which he thought

-proper to pronounce a breach of the privilege of that House,.

and upon which he founded a complaint against his Honour-’

‘able Friend, he submitted that his Honourable Iriend could.
not be called upon for any defence until it was '_egpla_x_ned to
him in what his offence consisted—or what were the views of

the Honomrable Gentleman ; what were the pariicular pas=:
sages he objected to, and what were the grounds upon which!
his objection rested, Without such an ‘explanation, it ap-,
peared to him quite extraordinary that his Honourable Friend

should be called upon toun

not given to understand what parts of the publication alladed
to were actually deemed offensive.  In such circumstances,’
he thought it impossible for his Honourable Friend to make

any defence, if upon sucha loose indistinct charge it were not
. unjust to put any man upon his trial. -, He submitted, there-’

fore, that the Honourable Mover should gﬁ’erVst_)"mé‘féij‘thgr‘ex-*
planation of the object and grounds of his complaint, before.

" his Honourable Friend was called upon to state any thing in

the shape of defence.’ E e ) .
Mr. LETHBR1DGE stated in reply, that he had marked the'
specific passages in the paper on the table, which he conceived

to involve a breach of the Privileges of that House (Hear, -
bear, hear | on the Ministerial Benches). He thought it did

not become him to call for the reading of these passagesalone,
lest it'should be imputed to him that he wished the House to.
decide upon garbled extracts. The objectionable passages he
had marked, he had no disinclination to read to the House if
called upon so todo. - - AP

The Honourable Member being called upon, read the fo'-
lowing passages :— R ' S L

¢ The House of Commons having passed a Vote, which’
amounts to ‘a declaration, that an Order of theirs is to be of
more weight than Magna Charta and the Laws of .the Land,

I think it my diity to lay my sentiments thereon before my -

Constituents, whose character as free-men, and even whose:

personal safety, depend, in so great a degree, upon the deci-
sion of this question=——a question of no less lmportance

dertdke a defence where the nature
of the charge was not even intimated to him—where he was'
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than this: Whether our liberty e still to be secured By the

laws of our forefathers, or be to lay at the absolute mercy of a -
part of our fellow-subjects, collected together by means which

it is not necessary for me to describe.” = e ‘
¢ Then, again, as to the kind of punishment ; why should
‘they stop at sending persons to jail? ~ Ifthey can send whom

- they please to jail; if they can Keep the persons, so sent, in

jail as long as they please ; if they can set their prisoners frec

at the end of the first hour, or keep them c®nfined for seven -

years: if, in short, their absolute Will is to have the force of
Law, what security can you have, that they will stop at Im-

prisonment # If they have the absolute power of imprisoning N

and releasing, why may they not send t&’eif prisoners to York
Jail, as well as toa jail in London? "Why not confine men
in solitary cells, or load them with chains and bolts? They
have not gone-these lengths yet ; but, whatis there torestrain
them, if they are to be the sole judges of the extent of their
own powers, and if they are to exercise those powers without

any controul, and without leaving the parties, whom they.

choose to punish, any mode of appeal, any means of redress ?”*
~ s Had I not been prevented by 1ndisposition from being pre-
sent when the House of Commons passed by vote a Sentence
of Imprisonment on ‘Mr. Gale Jones, I should have  eundeas

youred to shew, That under the false notion of Privilege, they
were exercising a power, and comnitting an act of oppression,
ill suited to the character of Guardians of Public Liberty, and

destructive of the first and most important object of the Con~

stitution, viz, The Personal Security of the Subject.”
- «Founded on such a basis; fortified by such Authorities as I

shall have occasion to appeal to in the progress of this enquiry,

1 have little doubt of being able to convince every impartial

“mind, that the Housé of Commons, by proceeding to judg-

ment—passing a Sentence of Imprisonment-—and issuing a.
Watrant of Commitment, has gone beyond its prescribed li-
mits, acted in a manner inconsistent with the ends of its in<’
stitution ; and violated the fundamental principles of the Law,

and Constitution of the Land. And this1 shall prove by the -

application of the standard of the law to the Proceedings of

that House.”’ L : : ( , o
"« That, by proceeding thus, they have exercised a jurisdiction

not 'vested In them; a jurisdiction beyond the limits of King,

Lords, and Commons, whilst Magna Charta remains unre-
‘pealed ; and repealed it.can never be, till England shall have
found her grave in the corruption of a House of Commons.”

¢ Let this Tnstrument—this thing sui generiss—be contrasted -

 with the description above given of the properties of a lawful

Warrants, -

“ful act the mind of man can possibly conceive.’

(9) \

Warrant. + Does it not evidently appear, that this piece of une

sealed paper signed by the Speaker, by which an untried sube
ject has been outlawed, bears no feature of Legality? And
“that from the commencement. of" this progeeding—in its pro=

.

gress and to its conclusion—there is not, one step that has not
‘been marked in a peculiar manner with disrespect for the
Jaws—a disrespect in which all the parts have been wonder-
fully consistent throughout, ‘in constituting th;c‘ most unlaws

"¢ But no wonder, when they have so entirely departed
from the ends of their institution—as was offered to be pro-
ved by Mr. Madocks, and acknowledged by themselves, in
the never-to-be forgotten ‘morning of the 11th of May, one

thousand eight hundred "and nine ; when, from ‘being the - -
Lower or Inferior (for it is the same sense, onebeing an Eng~

lish, the other a Latin word), Branch of the Legislature,

they bave become the proprietors, by burgage tenure, of
the whole Representation ; and, in that capacity, inflacted

with their high blown fanciful ideas of majesty, and tricked
out in the trappings of royalty, think Privilege and Protec-
" tion beneath their dignity, assume the Sword of P—rero‘g_atxve,_

and lord it equally over the King and the People.” -~
These the Honourable Gentleman observed, were the prin-
¢ipal passages which he had markeéd, and upon these- specific
passages, be thought himself warranted in making the charge.
he preferred, that the publication which ¢ontained them, in-
volved a violation of the privileges of that House. - o

The SeEAKER stated, that the proceeding was now arrived

at that stage, when the Honourable Baronet was called upon:

to say what he had' to offer as to the subject xrnalite‘r,of' this

.complaint, ARNEIT . : s
Sir Francis BurDETT spoke as follows :—1I am perfectly

. willing to leave this matter to the consideration of the House,

and to abide the consequences of my conduct. I have really
nothing to say upon the subject in the shape of defence—for [
know not in what I have offended, The Honourable Gentle~
man has not, until this moment, farnished either the House
or me with any explanation of the ground of his complaint—
of what even he deemed offensive; but still he has not explained
why he considers tlie passages alluded to, involve a breach of
the privileges of this House. I have no intention of violating
your privileges, and as to the doctrines contained in the pub-
lication referred to, I conceive those doctrines to be perfectly
vonstitutional. I have stated the reasons why I think so, and

until those reasons are answered, I think it unnecessary to
- offer any thing more. - T

’
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. The Speaxer then observed that when a complaint was

made against any Member for a breach of privilege, it was for

such Member toideny, to justify, or- to excuse it, and having
done as he thought proper, to withdraw. ‘

~_[Here Sir Francis Burdett withdrew amidst a cry of “No!

No!” on the Opposition Benches.] - = ‘, 4
. Mr. WiLson asked, whether it would be consistent with:
the order of the House to postpone any furthey proceeding for
the present? . . L S N
« The SPEAKER replied, that upon such-a complaint being
made, the course was, agcording to general practice, to go on
toaconclusion.. : ..o oo 0
Lord OssursToN thought it unnecessary for his Hon,.
Friend toswithdraw, as.it did not appear that there was really
any regular complaint preferred against him. - - : T

_TheSeeAkEer stated, thataccording to the best of his‘opi-
nion the House, so far as it had yet advanced, had proceeded ae-
cording -to its established usage in sich cases. . :

" Mr. LETHBRIDGE,Inrising to make hismotion, ’sév.i‘d‘, that
he should have little to offer in the shape of observation. - .

.. Here some conversation .took. place; between . the Speaker,

Lord Folkstone, and Mr. Perceval, asto the form of proceed-
- inge=After which .. o o
~-Mr. LETEBRIDGE said, that in prefacing his motions he

- should be extremely short. It.wasa corsolation to him), that

as the matter was clear it might be brought withina very'small
compass. This reflection was a relief to his..mind, as it
released him from, the necessity of attempting any length of
observation previous to the Resolutions which. he felt it his
duty to submit, and which he trusted the House would adopt,
if it wished fo‘maintain its own character—if it had. a regard
for Old England * and the country.” - What he had to say
he wished the Honourable Baronet was .there to hear; that
the forms of" thé House would allow of his presence. - Again
he repeated he must express hig regret at the course the Hon.
‘Baronéet was pursuing, and his apprehension of the conse-:
quences too likely to follow. He had really heard of doctrines
* Jately which made his hair stand on end (2 loud laugh). He
meant that he heard sentiments. which so much excited his
astonishment and affected his feelings, as to have that effect
.upon him. He had heard it said, that the character of that
House had not a leg to stand upon. It was'time for the House
to interfere, and he trusted it would by the . adoption of his

Resolutions. The Hon. Gentleman read his Resolutions; the .

first was, that the publications which had been read to the,
House from Cobbett’s Register of the 24th inst, was a libellous
o e - -and

i

( 1n )“

and scandalous paper reflecting upon the, just rights and pri-
vileges of that House ; the second Resolation was, that Sir

Francis Burdett having admitted that he was the author of -

the paper alluded to, was guilty of a gross breach of the pri-
vileges of that House. - The first Resolution being moved,
I'he motion being - seconded,  an extract was read
from the . Journals to shew how careful Parliament had been
in old times to repress such injurious reflections as this paper
-contained. s I -
" The motion being then read, - - Sl
. Mr.PonsonsyY trusted that he would not be thought
wanting in proper respect to the House, when he said that the
motion was not of a nature to be immediately decided upon.
It was one which required the most grave, solemn, and deli--
berate consideration. ' If this was difficult in other cases, how
much more so when the paper complained of consisted, in a
great measure, of a detailed legal argument. . He therefore,
proposed’ that the discussion on this subject should be ad-"
journed till this day se’nnight. o R

but.he thought the intrinsic importance of the question .itself,
and - the situation of the individual accused, required that the

earliest possible day should be fixed for taking the subject into’

consideration, and pronouncing a "decision upon it.. The
House would recollect, that the Hon. Baronet had been'or-
dered to withdraw, but if the Hon. Baronet could be present,.
the consequence would be, that the'individual who might be
found upon the discussion of this accusation to have villified
the character of the House, would have a share in its Coun-
cils. He therefore moved, as an amendment, that that debate.
be adjourned till te-moirow. o Te

- Mr. Warrsruap observed, that the only ebject of his-
Right Hon. Friend was, to have the matter posponed till
the merits of the question should be fully known and fairly
appreciated.  Considering the length of the paper that had
been read, and the importance which might attach to the
-comparison of the different passages, in order to judge fairly
of the whole, he thought a longer adjournment than that pro-
posed by the last spéaker absolutely necessary. On Friday it
~might be possible to take the matier into consideration, in a
manner becoming its gravity and importance; and therefore,

he should propose, with the permission of his Right Hon.

Friend, that this debate be adjourned till Iriday.

his Honourable Friend (Sir F. Burdetr) would be placed by

Mr. PerceEvaAL did notrise to oppose an Adjournment ;.

Lord ForxstonE thought the question of so much im-
ﬁortzmce, that though he was sorry for the sitdation in which-

the
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the delay, he was glad thatan adjournment was to be agreed
‘upon. But he would venture tosay, that no one who wish-
ed to givean honest opinion upon the subject could be satis-
fied with the short adjournment proposed by the Right Ho-
nourable Gentleman opposite. Itought tobe borne in mind
that the decision on this question mig’%\t have a most material
“influence on the fundamental law of the land. B

Mr. STEPHEN observed, that the remarks of the Noble
Lord suggested to his mind an argument for the shortest

adjournment possible.. He confessed he could not see the
‘difficulty which: appeared to press so heavily on the Noble
Lord’s mind. But if there wasa doubt as to the power of
the House to imprison for a breach of its privileges, then
the custody in which an individual was retained at this mo-

ment for having violated their privileges was of doubtful

legality, and those who entertained this view of the matter
‘ought to be the most anxious for an early decision.” He
thought the adjournment till to-morrow fully enough; ‘and,
perhaps, too much. - o .
© Mr. PErcEvVAL said, that when the Hon. Gentleman on
the other side charged him with a desire to interpose a ' delay
of twenty-four hours in the final determination upon the sub-
ject of the inquiry, it could not be expected that hé should
sit silent (Hear, bear!) Andhe would only refer to his con-
duct, during the whole course of the inquiry, and- ask,
whether there was any thing in it that justified the charge
of his having interposed an unnecessary delay of one- hour
- (Hear, bear)? It ought to be recollected, that the question
of law had been already almost unanimously decided against

the Hon. Baronet. He said almost unanimously—for though'’

14 Members bad divided with the Hon. Baronet, yet these,
with the exception of one or two, were against him on the
point of law, and only supported his motion because it was
imagined that the offender had becn already sufficiently pu-
nished. The consideration, however, that one individual was
in custody, and another under accusation, was a reason for
restricting the adjournment to the shortest “possible. period.

Mr. Barnurst argued in favour of a longer adjournment.
But as to the privileges of the House, they were a part of
the law of the land—they had already declared their view of

" that law, and if they were wrong, the remedy would be

found by application to a Court ‘of Law; = yét he thought
the adjournment . ought to be protracted till the House had
decided on the Inquiry.” ERIRIN ST ’

 Mr. Wy~ NE said, that as to thé. question of Jlaw, he had

"debated it before, and it might be supposed he had made il]lp

| | (18 )

l})ns mind on the subject ; -but there were a great mhny‘M;éih-
bers ;who_ha_d-notv been present during-that disgussion, and
who must still have to.examine the matter, -~ * V

© Mr. Mapocks observed, that an interval of five déys h‘aa‘ '

_ taken plaee in the cases of the Chancello’f of the Exchequer - '

and the Secretary of State, -~ . 0
- The House then divided on the question, whether the ad<

‘journment should bé till Friday or till to-morrow : -

For the discussion to-morrow - 196
- ' For the adjournment till Friday -~ . 146 ;- ~
B AR © Majority - ——50 .
P ER TR ‘,Wednesddy,“Mérclri’B. o | : o
ao_B:i e SS'I:IERIDAN moved the order of the day, on the charges
O?glz?st ‘l_r-F_. Burdett,a ,He admitted that it was'a question
-great importance. "The Hon, Baronet had denied the power

of the House to commit in. any case, and this denial was ac-

FO'IEPalI]:ed _by velfy,strfong,;'pcl'haps unjustifiable; observations, .
in his Letter'to his Constituents. But as to the dccompany- -
ing Arg,ume.nts,‘ if they were merely a repetition of the Hoh, -
Blal:onet‘s speech in that House, he'did not see that any coms -
gixrg; f:ould'bis; entertained, as.thé Speaker would Acei‘tai'nl‘)‘r'
moadé ?;etggznattedﬁ any Improper observations to have been
fage ' thit b ouse. ‘H;c_a should therefore propose, that the
ceier and A rguments bg referred to a Committee'of Privileges
nl\ ednesday next, who should report thereon to the House, .
Ir. BranD thought the Debate should be adjourned, . It

» }]i?ld'gocilg \l'ale‘en a question how far the power of the House was
uted. “The question had been often agitated;~and much dif-

;'eli'gnngtgf oplmonf’(_fxlste-d.’ Time should be granted to ¢onsuli’
utuorities upon so momentous a question. Mr. Hargrave

had distincly stated, that ‘the House. of Commbns"o‘ug.ht, not

to exercise.any authority where the case was remediable in a

Court of -Law. = A libel was remediable ina Court of Law,

and if - £ nedia! v ‘
é‘;lnii ;}f}‘iHon. Baronet’s language was deemed libellous, 4
of Law was competent to redress the evil.,' The Hon:

. B - : ', o . -
'éoz};s?;zlf'e(tl }mfl alludgd to the manner in which the House'was
collecte ()flé’l’.)er; he had-frequently urged this charge in the

House, a ¢ harge founded in évidence produced ,during' the last

Sessi ol tai i
- ession. It would certainly be matier of astonishment, if

wha srally i o H ‘
L was generally admitted as the universal language  last

. S . . . - . .
, 1?}?2’;;“:‘,:;1001’(1 in- this be deemed a-libel ‘on -thie House ! °
: was oneé i ‘ aronet’s Le would
ot deford e pass:;lge in the Hon. Baronet’s Letter he would. .
, » where he speaks of the House of .Cominions as

;I‘;V(ili,.{’g it-equally over the King and the People.” :But ex-
: ‘P -t ns he could»-s_ec nothing in. the- publicationn\ﬂﬁch was
, C o T ot
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}h_otk"synovnym'ousvwith\{rh‘ixt had repeatedly fallen.from the

Hon. Baronet in that House ; and the Tight of a Member to
. convey to his Constituents what be had urged ‘1n Parliament,
was yet to.be investigated.. At all events, this was not the

moment to distract ..the attention of the. House; oc,(_:upie.d» as
it was by a question of. the utmost importance. . But Minis-"

ters were happy. to_ catch at any opportunity, to divide the at-
_tention of. the House.and of aun indignant: Peopie. “He con-

~ cluded by moving an Amendment, that, the debate. be ad-

journed till to-morrow, sennight..

My, LETHBRIDGE would not consent to adjourn the de-.

“bate. . . .

"Mr. CurweEN, if compelléd to vote, should vote against.

the Resolution, though he thought the conduct and language
of the Hon, Baronet, merited severe reprehension.  But the
House was not. in a situation to epter into the ‘question, and
time should be gllowed, if its dignity was consulted. . -~ . .

Mg, OwrN_ was quite ‘astonished that any Amendment -

should be proposed, after hearingthe doctrines of the Hon.
Baronet.. . The passage alluded . to by the. Hon. Gentleman

was 5o, grossly libellous, that it.alone-would justify the Reso<

lations. .« .. ool e

" Mr. WHITRREAD observed, that when the Right Hon.
Spevn,{;\ep Perc_eyﬂ and my- Lord Castlereagh: were chiarged
“with a breach of privilege, (Hear.! bear!)the Right Hon.
Gentlemen said they were not prepared to enter on ‘their de-

fence, and five days were allowed them in.consequence. . On-

another.occasion, too, when my Lord Castlereagh was charged
" with an attempt to.barter seats in that House, an amendment
was made by the Secretary.of .State for allowing his Lordship

time for his defence.. Looking to. these facts, he would ask; -

~ to whom was_the degradation_ of - the House of ‘Commons to be
attribyted ? (Loud cries of bear! bear!). At the commence-

meunt of the present administration, the House was threatened

with a dissolution, if. they did not adopt - certain measures j
and this dissolution actually took place. . He would therefore

" again ask, to_whom was the de¢gradation of the House of

Commons of England attributable 2 (Hear ! bear!) For his
“own part. be had not bad time to read.the Papers, much less

to weigh with. due deliberation their contents. This affair.

was a sort of Godsend to Ministers, and fully.exemplified the
observation -that they were catching at straws like drowning

" men. - Many things, however, happened between the cup and
* the lip:;a great many things occurred between the halterr and
the gallows. (Some sensations were bere obger@:gd on;tlze ,[ rea-
sury bench,)- The Hon. Geﬁt]:;r}an,negd not- to bealarmed ;

. he.

1
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he was certainly not entitled to the honoyr of being beheaded,
(a laugh), but accidents did happen in most critical cases. -
.One ton. Gentleman had expressed his fears that-delay would
- endanger the safety of the Constitution, which reminded him "~
of the Jate Mr. Yorke, now most happily provided for! This
was one of the legacies left by the Teller of the Exchequer, |
_from” whom the House was so properly relieved and who was
now made a man of consequence by favour and not by right, -
‘But he would refer to the bench- of Lawyers opposite, (zbe
“Treasury bench), whether it was consistent with the laws of
evidence in Courts of Law, that a decision be niade without
© giving time to weigh the facts? Mr.. Jones had made a sub-’
missive apology at the bar of the House, and the affair might
weéll ‘have ended there.. He -had heard the argumentative
speech of the Hon. Baronet, -and he would not say that it had
‘made no impression upon him ; he found nothing reprehensi=

- blein that speech ; ‘but he was wrong in not'making-a specific -

‘motion o6 the subject :-and he had also to complain that the
‘Hon. Baronet had introduced matter into his -publications -
‘which he had ‘not noticed in his speech. - This however did .
not affect thie main point. - If they did notadjourn this ques-
tion, they would that night be called upon to pronounce the
‘Hon. Baronet guilty. - Those might do so who had no doubts-
upon "their mind—but all those whe doubted must acquit.
He hadvoted for Mr. Jones’s enlargement, not as a matter of
right, but upon the fact of lis submission and the extreme

" lightness of the offence itself. 'Had that question, agitatedin

the British' Forum, been passed by, it would have been suc- -
“ceeded by some other upbn love or marriage, or both, in Na-~

poleon; and perhaps the Teller of the Exchequer would not

have met that watin reception with which he had since been
“favoured by his - friends at’ Cambridge: e e

0 SirJ. Yorxe said, in answer to that part of ithe Hon,

“Gentleman’s speech (hat alluded to his relative (Mr. Yorke),
that he begged leave to tell that Hon. Gentleman that the late
“Mr. Yorke, as he had called him, had before his departure
left ‘his legacy behind him. He had - left with that House a
legacy of sound constitutional knowledge, and manly political

© -Integrity—a legacy’that would be as valuable in the eyes of

- that House, though left by a T'¢ller of the Excheéquer, as any
-that might Lereafier devolve to'them from a brewer of ‘bad
~parter. - (A loud dand general cry of ¢ order | order! chair{

chair | take doivn the woirds.””) T 0 el

©Mr, WaPTBREAD said, that he was anxious to assuve the
House that heé félt himself no farther affected by what had
“fillen from the Hen. Gentleman, -than in having any imputa-
e o Ca -~ tions




('"16 )

tions. thrown upon his fair dealing as a tradesman ; and to
- that he would only say, that the Hon. Gentleman had no

right. to hold him out as-a brewer.of bad porter, if he had ne-

~ver tried it. .. He suspected he had not ;. and he now requested
«of him_to do him the honour to order onecask of his porter—
Hhe would wake care it should be of the best—and the only pay he
-would require was, that the Hon. Gentleman and the Electors
-of Cambridge would to takea cup.of .it to the health of Mr, .
Yorke. . (Heary heart) . .. .-t 0 0

“% Lord M1LTON; to order, said, that -for the preservation of

‘decency in the, proceedings of -that: House, he felt -himself
- compelled to move that the words of the Hon. Gentleman be

taken down. - A

- Myr. WHITEREAD ;‘/ezimé:s,tly; léx"pressed' his anxious wish -
that a matter of such.trivial import would be allowed to pro-

ceed no farther... . e T
_'Mr. CrRoKER said, that if a motion of censure. had been

~moved upon what heallowed to be intemperate language, he

‘doubted if ‘the House would "have cheerfully adopted any ri-

gorous, measures against a sudden sally of -fraternal feeling.
- He then proceeded, after. complimenting the good humour
* “manifested by an Hon, Gentleman, (Mr. Whitbread,) to com-

inent upon the *“ Argument” of Sir. F. Burdett, “He said that

the paper was - filled with obseivations he had never dared- to |
- uiter in,that Honse. -~ The Hon. Baronet had questioned: the
- exéreise of theiranost ancient.privileges—privileges that had
-existed in the oldest times of that House, (No! No!) he re-

peated it, and he must be convinced of  the contrary by other

~:than monosyllabic arguments; the .right of exercise of an
nindoubted ‘privilege had been denied, an exercise that in:the
“case in question had been resorted to .without one dissentient

voige ; there were many passages in that paper which if clothed
in tasteful and gentlemanly language would not have been so

grossly offensive, but-there were others, betraying equally
unconstitutional . principles and corrupt .taste in them ; the"
" style, bad as it was, was the smallest fault.  Here Mr. Cro-

ker cited. several of the passages -already quoted, which- he

-pronounced asin the highest degree libellous upon that House. -

Sir.SamusrL RomiLoysaid, that the House were Judges

-in their own cause, thongh they were Judges from necessity,

and therefore time should'be aliowed to consider.the subject,

 When it was considered that numerous meetings ‘through! .
- out the :country had on many grand. public: questions una-
. nimously. differed with the decisions of. that House; he was -
o "‘n,Qt"p‘_repared- to sayﬁt‘ha't the nation -was wrong,. and the ma-
. jority in that House right. . Heé was not prepared to say that -

- the

T
J

co 1)

about it. - Any man has a right to discuss every great con-
stitutional-question;.. whether of power or of constituted au-

no other man would agree with him, butstill he had a right-
todoso. There mightbe inflammatory language in the paper

ability, and all the great ‘authorities ‘and ‘precedents on.the
was a grave argument; and' God forbid ‘that any man
paper said that the right assumed to themselves' by the House
-was contrary to Magna Charta; and Gentlemén. objected
' Why should there not*bestrong latngiiage in arguing a’quess

‘tion of great consequence, involving the rights of the Pub-
_ lic and the Constitution of ‘the Country? “There were offeni=

sive paragraphs in the Paper, but-hé:could not view them in” .
the ‘mischietous light in ‘which sothe” Gentlemen had been
induéed to congeive  them: ‘“The paragraph in. which the -

. .I'Ib_us‘(?"is'stated to ¢ assume 'the 'swort of’prerogative, and
- Lord it equally over thé King’and the Péople,” had been

‘able, "-"H'e:cou]’df'--hardl'y" view- it in'this:light., “The Hon.
Baronet-might perhaps take offence at his observation, but:
he could not help' conceiving the ‘paragraph as altogether
nonsense. © As-to mischief, ‘lie' could ot concsive -how ‘it
could arise. ‘It was impossible thatithe idea of that House
lording it over the King gould produce’ any injurious’effect,
Could any person, ‘not an - idiot, ‘or fit to bd sent to a mad-
.{],-OUSC, bedeceived by such an idea® ~ Where had that House
ever encroached on-the royal prerogative 2 They were called

‘was not the law in any Court in the kingdom. -
s Mr;.:[’vxﬂ: RCEVATL contended -that the publication ‘was a
gross libel. © His Hon. and Learned Friend had' said, that
~ the House ought to distinguish between manner and matter.
- “Heagreed in this;; but-he should shew that the publication

- was libellous. in both respects. - Hé did not deny what his -

‘Right Hon. Friend so properly ¢laimed for the Hon: Baronet,
‘and for.evyery’.p@rsqn'else; the legality of cauvasing any act
. they might think proper..  He conceived he could satisfy his

"Hon, and Learned Friend: that this waos ‘a’ Jibel. - Hesaid, '

"ﬂ“}“ in a:solemn- praceeding in‘the year.1701, it'was'decided

e v . that

the publication’_ was not‘alii)e,],» but he :en'teftaiﬁéd' doubts:
. thority. -He might shew his folly in arguing a point in which

in question, but;- at the same time, it was argued with ‘great
‘'subject were given and argued on with great learning. - This

should be precluded from: discussing - such a subject. - The -

that- many parts of it'were conceivedin stréng language. -

“particularly dwelton; as containing matter highly objections,

. ‘on to vote this a libel; in a very singular situation. For, if.
- this was the law of the House of Comimons, a man, can be
punished by this House when he has not been heard.-~ This -
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. did'so, they “gav
| den underfoot, T

had thought']

RL ?_.

that to pretend that the House had yno‘t:t}\xe jli‘risdic‘;cion'OF

imprisonment on others as well as its own Members, was a
high: breach of ‘their privileges; and that to publish libels
reflecting on the Hotise ‘'0f Commons'or its Members was
also a high breachiof privilegés; - He adverted to the ease
of Crosby  and ‘Oliver;’ ‘dnd“a similar’authority” was to be
found inthe King’s* Bencly, in'the time of LordKenyon,

who then stated that WHefx'evil'diSptpsed-pef’éons'attempted to
overturn thé country), they would:begin by caluinniating the

Couits of Jubtice, and Doth' Houses "of Parliament: He

“thought that time Wwisnow come. " Tn comparing the pre-

sent ailcibél"%i’thf that ‘gommitted by Gale Jones, the latter
must appear insignificant indeed';“and asked, if: that House
should bé mor¢-indulgent to a"Member-of its own than to a
tranger® - In' the dne,‘they proceeded imimediately 3 and in

é
would shew that thiey deserv

o i
L

‘Lord FoLksToNE said, that the Right’ Hon. "Gentleman
Sioper toallude. to that assertion of Lord Kenyon,

they ‘adjourn from time to time?  If they
“that Hon. Baroneta triumph, and “they .
ed’to’ be trampled on and trod-

that’ when. factiolis ‘tien wished to subvert the Government,

their first'éfforts Wis Yo ‘cilninniate the Courts of Justice, and

‘ to'éntrench upon’ the privilegés of Parliament. "Really (said -
© - Lord Folkstone)y ;‘ab’bi"éfa-ll"xﬁér;i; T:did not expéct to hear such

‘less'such an application, from that Right

-an“ailusion, - ess ica ,
-Does he; or ‘can he believe, that because

Hon!'Geiitle

mar

he conceives ‘this EHouse o have the powet of restraining the

cominunication of the popular opinion, upon the-conduct pur-

sued withinits walls, ‘that ke therefore can deprive the people
-of these kingdoms of the faculty of thinking orof recollecting?
Does he ‘believe; when he cités the vindication'of our privi-
leges'as a proofof disaffection and of tresson, that the people

_of England hive forgotten the transactions of the ttwo last Ses-

sions of Parliaiment 7 Can they forget the spectacle' exhibited
-to their view, of two Cabinet ‘Minfisiers, charged, -and I will

say ‘wiorally ¢onvicted, of ‘4 gross and heinous attack upon .

those privileges of this House-—privileges for which, forsooth,
one-of tliewm now uffects to feel such sincere solicitade ?- Can
1he-péople of England forget that though' such violations were

not"dénied, stll that the conduct of the accused was not only
*-not censureil, but almost not gueéstioned by a British House

- of Commons P—=( Loud cries of beay, ‘bear !) -He askéd when

1the country récollected such évents, as-passed in the two last

sessions- of Parliatient, and when ‘this House cannot forget
_them, .what confidence, ‘what attention, can: be’paid to such

oo S aPp,licati‘g)R'

-

- Sty |
application relative to its privileges, proceéding from that vér
very House as‘a culprit for their yiolation, and who, theugh

rescued from'. p’unis.hxpgjig,ehas,—i"’s,tjl L.no,,claim. to acquittal?
(Hear, bear!).. 1t is idle to say.that the people of this coun-

Therefore it is that I:appeal-to this House for that postpone-

 settle the legality or illegality of thispower,, : . .
~ Mr.Apam was satisfied that time should.
sider this important question. ;. i R U
The ATrorNEY. GENERAL contended, that- there. could
be no discussion,now.upon the right, the House having decided
upon it in the case of Mr, Jones. ~That ‘glflt, i}lg‘;’duﬁ:tt;ea
it was, in his opinion, -absolytely ,impossible not, to consider
the publication as a gross violation'of its privileges. .~~~ = -
~Mr. BATHURST expressed himself fiiendly to the proposia
tion of adjournment, ¢ ¢ i DU S

’

Mr. Treriey challenged theRight Hon

tleman oppo«

F. Burdett were notof Treasury manufacture—( Hear,. hear )
He would go farther and challenge-the Rigﬁt';ﬂqn.~~théfch£|1;

at his House, .to consider, discuss, and decide upon “these

(Loud cries:of Move ! move!)” '
Ré'sdlutions_01fig'ina,‘tedh,\Wi,th himself, 0 e o0
Mr. R, Dunpas- said, that as to- the assertion .that the

hle' «could declare. for himsélf that he. knew nothing -about
them until they were read..in the House'; nor did - he believe
the assertion, . = = . R R
Mr.WiLsErForer declared that mo man was more ﬁnnly,(‘
t?be maintaincd ;. for he thought these privileges essential to
t')le l?eneﬁt of the people.. But he did not think- that the pri<
V}l eges of the House ‘were to be blown-away with:a breath
that they could 'not withstand an attack without "tx‘doptin«;\
et S

no danger . in acceding to the iti ay u is
o danger. eding- to the proposition of delay upon this
- Qceaston, in order that the House should havexthg,fullest
opportunity for deliberation, : ... . o0
o : : ‘ _The

Y

‘man who was a few. short. months. past arraigned before that

~ try have no very anxious feelingsupon the present subject. I
for one never can ‘,,wlsh:.;t,l']at; ‘their voice  should be stifled.

‘ment of its decision, which will allow the fullest investigation -
of this most important question, and: which must ultimately -

d 15 allowed to cons -

site to deny that, the Resolution last night movéd against Six
cellor of the Exchequer to deny if a meeting was not-convened -
Resolutions, which in the person of an independent County =
Member.were to be offered to the consideration of that House?

Mr. LETHBRIDGE, in speaking to order, é's,.se'fhtfed; that his

Resolutions before the House were prepared at'the Treasury, -
convinced than himself thatthe privileges of that House ought" -

suddep and_precipitate means of defence: - Heé therefore saw
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- ‘The. MasTER of the RoLws had read the .paper and he
was of -opinion,” that:it:was.a. clear libel upon that "House.
‘Many: who .requireditifheisforsconsideration, would, he :had
“no doubt, entertainthe :sams;:5pinion, .if - that . opportunity
werne afforded.”. He; theréforé; would vote: for the adjourn-
ment, :'Whatever: the:House felt in.this case, Gentlemen

‘must:be aware that:they were acting as judges in their own. |

© cause; (bear, :heay:Lion-the.opposition benches) ,.and therefore
" healways:thought-that,although. those privileges were never
shied; they were yet to be very discrectly

to be formally aelingt
exercised. . : O S A P R
My, PergEviaLi wonlds confess, that after what he had
heard; from. his.. Eearned: Friend, it . would appear. obstinate
- and-pertinaciousiin:-himito. press-an’ opinion, .in which, how-
- ever,.he.still:infortunately.adhered, .and. refuse, to accede to

P

the repeated: (éallafwhiché;‘wteré‘;?;lnade;f.oi:a. further adjournment |
{Hear, bear;ihear:!) | He wished to be |

of . this. questioni - (¥ heary:, . He wishe
understood; . that' liis. orily Tedson:for assenting to, ithe Ad-

journment was;-that.delay ivas required. « One word.as to the '
n:the other side.. Those, Gentle. |

- cheers of the. Gentlemen

" men professeds a wish o, uianjmity, anid yet:when that- dis-

'position;appeared,: they exulted: in it as a.species of- triumph.
- enjoytheir triumphy ) olie il g i T o
. 'Mr, Ponsonsy said, that as.to the Right Hon. Gentle-
_man’s allusion .to oar triumph, he. really rates himself too
~ high-and ustoo. low; if he supposes that:there.is any thing'in
‘his.conduct or charaeter; which should undke us feel. elated by

any trjumph over him.: ol oo 0T

N s
e

.. The, Amendinent was: withdrawh, and upon the question |

e

~ being put for.adjourning the debate till to-morrow se’nright,
- some Noes were heard, but the Speaker declared that.the Ayes

had it. ;- Mr; Léthbridge declared the contrary, and a'division
was called for."
had with

- till Thursday next.”

| Thursdag, dpril 5.

o

- With this:short remark he wouldleave those. Gentlemen to

‘ " Before, however, the whole of -the ‘strangers
drawn, Mu: Lethbridge withdrew his oppesition,— |

i

,VMr.:,IY,TE‘T'Hﬁhibaﬁ.moﬁzédmbe Order. of the Day for fe-

suming the Debate, which having.been . read, . the. Resolu-

. the Chair, .when ... - A U :
‘Lord Ossuston: rose; and-in. an exceedingly low

" tone. of . voice proceeded to :vindicate the doctrine laid
- down by the Honourable Baronet respecting the right of
commitment, .as: cliimed to be exercised by the House.
I R A = 1

FE

- tions:originally proposed by Mr. Lethbridge were read from |

- Sir JouN ANSTRUT

o2 )

' He cited from“the;',auth'qr‘ity;of"’Chi'ef Justice Hdlt, that\‘
. neither. House of Parliament could infringe upon' the liberty’

of the subject. 'He further quoted from the same authority, -

that the Privileges of Parliament were well’ known, and -
founded upon the laws of the:land; ard ‘could notbe in’
contradiction to those laws:. He'stated also, that'in the ar-!
gument laid "down. by Chief Justice:De Grey,-that though’
the law of Parliament was,  in'a great measure, only knowi’
to Parliament:men; and that b » ' ‘that’
experience. could not‘warrant:any ‘principle at open variance i
" The Noble Lord thén'
ions that must shew that

with ‘the known' laws of the land
adverted to thosé personal consic
Sit Francis"Burdett ¢ tihdve'bee )
anti-constitutional motivesin his public condud
those well: gronindéd presumptions-from: the
amiable private character, his gréat stakeé it
his family. ' The greyter ‘part.of the' Nob
‘tion ‘were wholy inaudible in"the gallery.:
Sir ‘JonnN Aj rHER differed 'mate .
Noble Lord who'had just sat down, i nddny points; 4

nong more than as to.his sense of the ﬁip(!)r;anﬁté‘ of any at=
tempt, from- whatéver quarter; to ' wean ' theifeelings of the

he gountiy; and -
sord's observa-

People of England from-the support ‘of -that House (- Hear).
The House stood in that peculiar situation, that it behoved
it to guard'/itself equally fromthé innovations of the influ-
ence'of the Crown on'the oné Side; and the advancements
of popular encroachments upon the other;‘and the best ‘way

- to do that effectually was unifortily to support its'own'rights -

and privileges.. They had. never been ‘éxercised but for the
good of  the countryat large, and it>could not-bé for ‘the
bengfit of ‘that country to shrink- from" the discussion, and . -
the ‘supportiof theém." The question’ now before’them was
extremely clear, whether there has been a libellous publica~
tion against-the rights and.privileges of that House; or-not ; -
whether the. rights and privileges, ‘so long'exercised by that ~
House belong it it, or not; and if they-do, whether the -

Housé has, or has not," the right of enforcing their'due ob-"

servance : and here he would ask, if the House was at that

" time of 'day seriously to ‘inquire,  whethér it had the privi- *
leges said ‘'to. be;in_’f*iitjﬁg.ed upon ' by-that publication ? " The.” -

ﬁrﬁt’_;t,l}'if}g tfh'at\;Sf’éseh’t_e‘d“iftself i’ theshape of ‘even a’ piau’s’i L
ble objection - to the “existence of th privilegein ‘question -
was, that this'was a libél, and therefore did not come tnder -
the héad of a contenipt-of ‘court: . Admitting it wasa libel,
hqw -did it “follow that it wis not” a breich of pi‘iv'il‘ég'é ?,,;.; :
a5 1t not a breach of privilege hege, because it wag an

: S RS & RO sheno “ ‘Qﬂ:‘z‘iﬂce::;‘

xperience, still’ that that’ =
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here>

iR

oﬁ'cnce ot ,methcr Lmd else. Or, is it to be saxd

elsew wre, n, was “th ‘e'fere; i msbable here, unless that
the idmude of,’ the crilrie wias t0 b | jade a grOund of com-
para.tgve meu ; 1ty‘ h m(;lg

elice wa m" 1c€abte in‘ene of the
qu, j

were’ they to be:
al breach of

they had ‘a Tibel’

u:):AS 6“
g t ‘ylut«‘)')
Jurxsdxct}on .of th
was zﬂso a‘fx vel

“The I:‘i

: aronet, began “his letter's
Commons havmg p :

Statm y. d-groundl ]
what %sras t%)e quest,lon i;’ Dxd the House act iu
Magna Lhaua and the la,_ of! th Jand #

Yaw of the lar l?, } W here yas it to: be found?
they to 100\ fo

w;o\f no p]ace o 1ook for
-in“‘the pr: s

louse ‘and the other €5
couTts of Jurisprud"nec (/J sar | bear)..

.,,.\

third branch_
pxevenn 12 oy rer
of the free gxercise of its jud
Towed to b
ail’ calufnn

gemenb—-all contemp be al-

- breaely of. puv;lege thie, léss, or does’ it
 gedss to be a breach pnwlege?’ S‘ho‘uld the ‘House: of

Comumns bhﬂ“er itself 'to be ran. dowil'i m "sich’ a manner ? .
“club of the meanest. descrxptxon that
had ot in 1tself a’power of protecting itself” against. ‘such
ca,’lummcs “from its own, members—-—obstructxons, .thoughf
there were - obstr uctxons “which,. though' not ‘operating by |
actual personal force, had vet "had’ the same- effect 'in ulti-

Was' R v-re a commu

mately mﬁuencmg the decxsxon of that House¢ Whatever

, . o v'wentv

.

‘extent ‘as.to be pumshable '

they been in othér times' unus%al e

1t wa 'so, were theyff

. ‘And why may they not do tbe
- then it ‘may be said that ho

1ssxon et\ded: )

hat, ‘House, because tbat breach of pmvx]ege :

What v{ras lthe :,

“What' then was'the -
pnvnlege cialmed by that House, that that House bemg A
of the legjslature, should havé the power of -
emovmg axl ,obstrucuons ‘thrown in the'way . p

dassed under' he head ,of such Obstructxons—- i
s circulated’ against the free’ e*(erclse f ‘their

right of ;udgemant would. be admitted at oice tobea’ breach :
of pnvg Jege and if sugh’ calummes, mstead of evapbragmg:
in words,ube clabor ately embodxed 1 a prmu,d paper, is the.
, onthat acccount,
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_went to prevent the free exercise of the judgement of that
House was a virtual obstruéﬁog, and as such to be removed._..
were. such obstructisns altogethier 2 y

carried against Lord, trafford P edr
exercisé of the judgement of the H()use been free and uhcon-

troled in: that instance? 'When the ‘walls were‘placarded

with menaces, and. Men’xbérs hooted" atid’ hallé oJofs | ‘by. ‘the

mob as Straffordians’as they Passed £6 and from’ the Hotse ¥
e’ e'th thorrew? “Aye, but

3% Che

({l

struction than placaidirig
was nothing’to be’ construed b
personally 50 ¢ ? We € tbere '0.‘”‘.1 things as’
5P Tmp €] y H were not

‘Upon the Wd”s

i1 cect

wefe eqsentlally necessary" 'to'thelr existénce
the ‘m ‘st dangerous assatlant “th ‘
-and was'it ‘to be supposed that the ’p

Y
A ltimny was

?"" Orwas the House‘compelled in‘'uch ‘a ¢ase; to
s}ow, rogress of an, indictment ? a femedy that af-

1d not apply to the offeénce, as an'offence against’
‘the prwﬂeges of that' House.' The Court to which they

would in_that case apply, would not look upon’ ‘the offence
asa bré ich'of privilege—they would not take cognizance of |
itin that v1e_w—-they would try’it as a breach of the peace,

and not as a breach of thur rivileges. -

The next questlorpwas, if they had those prwnlegeq had’
they the power of ]udgmg of their own’ privileges? And
here, perhaps, he ought to apologize to the Chair for merely
asking that question ; for if the House of Commons was not
_]udo'e of its own prxvxleges, and the only'judge of those pri-

vx]eges, he for his part did ‘not know  how the House of-

Commions could’ be said’ to: exxst at all’ (Hear). " In bis

judgement, their-independence ‘was totally gone when any
“other power than themselves weére allowed to beludgcs of

‘thelr own prwlleges (Hear, bear'l),"and in saying this, was
he claiming more that belongéd to the lowest Court 2. The'
lowest .Court could punish’ For™ contemp'r antl, What was

more, no ‘other Court interfered, in commitments for con*

tempt by any other. ' So that the House asked for notbmg’
more than what belonged to every . _other ‘Caurt. That
- House bad the power of judging’of its own pri
power, luie evely other power, admltted of" abuse 5 but the

. . D ‘

T ab‘use’

ting is mOre hke a personal ‘ob- .
- But

privxlegee ¢SUld Thave;
uttmg‘ that ciluinny in;’
writing took  from ‘the House ‘the fight oT protect'ng itself

eges That.
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abuse of a thing was no argument against its existerice. - As
to the charge of abuse:of itsipower,.the.House of Commops
might withi:confidence appgalctétthe past. It:would be

- foundithat,: for theJdserthree vhundred years; in: the same

- proportion as tHeir anthority -had beecome more;solid-and ex-

tended, had: theitexercige of ‘that power “been calm;, mode-

fateyand’ prudéht.-~~But it had beén-said “that breach: of
vilege wassnowontempt. -This objection he did:not an-
swer; on}y ‘becdusellie:did ‘hot umderstand it.. If a breach of
their privileges: was)not!:d: contegpt of their authority, he
did-ietiknow:what coliteinpt. was ; again, it was .objected,
that if they weresthécjudges of their ‘own privileges, they.
iake, what privilegés they pleased. But ‘had they

done: 502 1 Liet ! tHem! look-back; and  they would‘see that -

* Honse hadinéveribesn fondrof.creating new. privileges, they
had iprivilegesienbugh to uphold ‘their own .independence,

and vindicate ‘their/duge authority; dnd one, and.perhaps the

most injpertantiofsthosé:privileges, was to prevent:their de~-

liberationy ‘ﬁ'é’«.be,iii;pedifd'i}i their exercise by the attacks of :

Tihé callimny;:in the present instance; came

calumny nys i An. ent. nstance,
om or o:had set-himself high:on the side of- the:peo-

ple: “He'won he:ease’ that the sai empts-to*
down; theichzracter and sauthority of that House hadtbeen

made: by-the Crown, -or he should rather say, thé servants. ]
of the:Crowny he would ask, in that.aase, ‘what would have -

‘been the language of the Gentlemen:who are now:s0'mo-

“derate! and+so full-of ‘doubts: ‘upon.the ;:present” question ?

 (Hears bear !} ‘Would those Gentlemen hdve been quite so
- calm’ and:considerate vas they now: appear:to be? or'would
not the House have heard from  their different -language a

much higher tone?: " Bug whatever -the language, he (Sir
John), would take’ the:same-part: in:either case;and impar-

tially. defend: the  privileges’ ‘and' authority of -that House
against: both. *Committal for contempt.was; however, mot
much disputed; -asibeing that whicl the Househad done at -

all times. ‘But it hiad-been said, that:the right of committing-

for libel ‘could ‘not beitraced.: He admitted that it could .
not: ‘/I'bey: could:not: trace sthe fact, for the very:simple

reason,i‘thatlibels must have peen:subsequent to'the inven-

tion of /the art of printing—=printing . must - have been com-
mon before.a case of libel ‘could bave occurred. - But il they -
-couldunet trace:the fact; .they .could: easily trace ‘the :prinei- -

le. That did not depend upon the fact of printing.::Courts
have.‘uniformly. ‘punished “calumnious::expressions. :  This
‘House:had the right of doing so from its earliest stage, and
the principle upon which they did so was not altered by the

calomny -

uldiput the: edse’ that the same attempts-to'run'

calumny appeafing in a printed, form. He wag very far front
being disposed to panegyrize the wisdom or prudence of the

Hon. Gentleman (Mr.:Lethbridge), in forcing the attention
of the House to the libel.now betoreithem.  'But, riow. that
it was before them, and.that they:weré:called upon either to
stand by or renounce their privileges; he:admitted that there
was no receding from' the broad queéstion. : It'was ‘a remark,

_that would be'found to hold’ without one. exception,’ that

whether the Government was in the hands of the Whigs or
the Tories, this power of .commital; had:ibeen always exers -
cised ; and’ in every imstance that.:that sexercise .had been =
questioned by an appeal to the. Courts of Law, theright was -

uniformly confirmed. by their decision; who justified that

power upon .the sanie grounds upon which ‘they; professed to
hold their ‘own.. He was: surprized at the Noble Lor®’s
citing a publication of the House of Lords respeeting:their

~ own privileges; as an authority t0 weigh-with:that:Honsé in
‘determining upon their’s. - Heé would refer that Noble Lord

to the, answer given to that publication. : In- all times," the

- House punished for libel as an attack upon their.privileges. -

The case of the King versus Flower was a proof-of this. He
did not want- to borrow from the.other Honse, but' he had
no objection to their: aid where their cases properly applied.
Crosby, the Lord Mayor of London, was sent to the Tower,
He - applied: to the Common Pleas for. his. Habeas Corpus ;
the other person taken up with him, and committed by vir--
tue of the same warraunt, applied to the King’s Bench for his
Habeas.also?  The Habeas was refused in both' instances,
Lord: De ‘Grey, a great constitutional lawyer, an upright
Judge,..and:an honest man, remanded the Lord Mayor, and
why ?.because’ the ‘teason assigned' for' commitmeént was

- deemed sufficient contempt on the face of the warrant, That

greatdawyer pronounced the  House of Commons ‘to be the

judges of its own privileges. The law of ‘their privileges :

was to be found 'in their own adjudication of those privi-

“leges; and their mode af punishment was that of commit-

ment. But what were the words of Lord De Grey, in

- speaking of this right of commitment o the part:of the .-
House—¢They have'a’ right . to commit, because it is ne-

cessyry -they should.”” :This was . the reasoun’ assigned by

" Lord'De Grey, and .the momient they partéd with'the right

to be independent.t: 7

right of the House to commit had been tiied by dn applica- -

of judging their:own privileges, that: moment they ceased to

" Hon for an~ Habeas Corpus, and confirmed. “Murray was

remanded,




broughtfor vardas ani evidence, that the power did not

- the udgements of that Lord..
- in repeating, . -that the! H_ouse of Gommons in their asser

B :case‘»ribt the less a breach of privilege, .and as such,’

. ( 26 )
remanded “The case of the Kentlsh petltlon was also in
it —)'f_ﬂAt;that the Payha vent was'a Tory one; the Minis-

v thg !s ix p Ierso ' whi'présented the péut}on were
t , re w’ a chdnge

vh tdid they >
of their predece;g))rs, but em-
50 that he{g was a case, where

old; hat the'auth

ld tbmk‘as llghtly of'them as the H_on.'
‘(_)1t never dénied the right o f: he
contempt. Lordf, Holt mere]x qu
erea; the Hoh. Baronet denied the

istence of . the
of Lord Hol n opin on,, as.if ‘the, quthgr_;

, ty.
that, objected ‘to"the ‘excess of the power, was fa';'ly Y

e mentioned thls, therefore, merely to guard the H

awz'unstconfoundmg the opinions of the Hon. Baro
j He therefore was, wa

of thig right, was claiming nothmg more ‘thdn, what of § g
belon ed to the lowest and most 'co! ,ed Junsdlct
their . rivileges, noné was more important, than
preservmg their, authonty from those contumelipus 2 :
centiols ,cqlummes which -had’a’ tendency to: shake theu‘

dxgmty by lowering.. their estimation; ‘attacks, 1o 1atter'
eth

how embodxed or from ‘what quarter dn‘ected
from | a ‘mob out of -doors, or one, of their ‘own Méi
€ prxvxleges of that House were equally

5B

resist and punish. whatever form it 'a'ssumed

ra personal breach-of thé peace; it was, in éither
sub_]ect

ndnsputed cogmzance of that House. . .
, .then, to. the H'n. Baronet, he wou]d say
he had’ "aken up,, it appeared ‘to him. to

bu an” less one,

gMini'stry,:
ey fot only -

dg £ 'werc of an opposne‘
’1ty ,

)

deéd 'the ‘pamp hlet of heiﬂ’ﬁy“’
dence ofdull;c umsy, ill- dlgested la Al

-put 86 b dly, as if théy ,
or stugxdly mldepleCd‘ :
the cons1delanon of the i 1mpo t

tion, He' ould nothe]p* hinkit
to be)'a'y v, ‘harm]éss p
that the zé4 cof the Ho

sower ; and. he, cand1dly"c1ted the auﬂ)o xty" |
‘aid of h

pe at- least, ‘he might be allowed to say,
that the reasomng upon whlch it had been founded, did not’
appear‘

NIIly
been bet ter

8 ated ‘to hav'e( the p',wel
don'a rge’ of cerfain'®
commxtte by ettl\er House pf Parhament

Of the qagx our, of the Honoumb ironet wis,
into wh’tfhe called his argdment’ o‘many th

not béé’n ,mtered by hlm n‘fhat’H use 3 ]
‘House an mstrilmex{t o i
ing to the ave

1ays 1t down i in another

<N
ougl't 1;.,e]f?m
’ Sir Ke
80 well acquamted with! aﬁdfthen conicndm.g; for :
agamst the undue prerogatwe of the’ Crow n,. chimed ho !
v more.” '
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courisa[ nnght.
rces of his

) ¢a Honty, h‘ und
,mhajc“he differed frony him ' __"

- the House. of which'the papér, ¢
Gentleman who brought, forwai rd the
: - ’l_xs views of i
thls; respect he. had’ left ‘the. qucstxon entu‘e!iy; pEl
jecture of every kind. He had not. fa1Ied howevcr,
form. the cuse, ‘how: much he
: speech of ‘the Hon. Baronet” (Slr ‘T Burdett,)" and’
-anxious he felt to sce a check. given to the practices in - which
“that Hon. . Baronet had been in the habit of indulging.
Sucl{zvn effect, inideed, had the speech of his Hon. Friend,

Hon‘.: \lover had been attended with dxsagree-

had take fan opposxte view -of ‘the matter.

' and

'

My he pamphlet ap-
very bad
-and’ g Tepeat.
en Ieft';to’ 1ts ow’r\’ fage‘““He,

as, that the House then, as in all

i End i wtiose
t’ "‘ft'Héhﬁa’ave "‘

thy: Baronet hdd on_the Hon. Mover, that, as. he
nself, expressed it, ““His hair stood ‘on end.”~=This “con-

cncum.stance, bemg in utter ig-
Hon. “Mover,. every Gentleman )
Some com;'
plamed of one expression, cthers of another. The ‘Hon. .

(99)

and Leamed Gentleman who bhad _]USf. sat down accused h;g
Hon, Friend.of inaccuracy, buﬁ prménpal%y of bad-taste, ‘The
motion of thé Hon, Moj “that’the pubhcatxon

Moyer Wen'g to't] 15t
of the Worthy Barol ‘ndalous and libéllous paper.
" The’ Learned Gentleman,‘ o

m'h d'taken’ no steps ' to
prove that; the pubhcatlon was’ scanaalous or hbellous 5 he
only shewed, ‘that it partook ‘of 'bad, '
c“nsured its_ bad taste, he’ admltted, _
harm, - The Learned and Hon,’ Gentleman also ‘accusedhis
‘Hon. Friend of want of canc ’ 3
-to the quomtxcn on the ‘title pe 5
ceeded;;from_ inacguracy’s but that'not to have
been the case,. still' want of can our'could be no ground for.
complammg to: that’ House. , The nght Hon: and Learned
 Baron Ahowever, before; ‘he accused his: Hohourab]e Frieiid
(Sir F. Bardett) .of want of’ candour, should be'certain’ thqt
he had acted with ' complete candolir (hxmsclf © He had ‘re-
ferredito thc Resolutions the year ‘1621, in

ght have pro-

whlch)t}xe Prw;leges ‘of the’-House were: enume“rated and in

thesgiving of ‘whicli he’ accused his Hoﬂ";" riend * "(er F.
. Burdett) of having made an omission; wh dak; in fact; the
Respl;,llggcns,-~x;eferrcd to by’ the Rxght Hon. 4nd! Learned Gen-
man, were.those of. December 1621, and his Hon, Friend

d, by Lotd,Coke. - “Another Hon. and Learned
other da:

Gentleméxi € 1y,
. tion in question in as “far: as'it presumed to doubtof the lega- .

ant, in the case of Mr. Gale Jones;

lity of:the Speake
and he wxshed the
contains the foflowmo' passacre §e

eakex 15SUEs a Warrant * of Commmnent 1llegal

! ﬁSevno 1awful concluslon—-—and wanting that es-
sentlal stamp of law; aSeal of Office. - “That the publlc may

10' dze Feb: uarzz, 1810 » o

e Wbeleas tl]ie House of Commons hath thls d'i) aay_udged _
that ]o'hn Cxalc -Jones u/a\’mo' written and caused 10 be printed -

‘a’certain Paj
racter and-conduct 6f the: said Ho
‘bers thereof is ibcxeby guilty ofa hwh breach of the Prwxlegcs
of the ,sald Héase,"”
,upon ora’m ea’ ’l h\at t} e Sald John Gale Jones be f01 his said

: SRR o oﬁ'ence

of it;’ referred '

F Bﬁrdet_t)‘féferréd to those ‘of “June 1621, drawn up, .

had- cm‘nplamed of ‘the publica- )
Touse to advert to that pamphlet, whlch
and 1n all its mgredxents-—no lawful authpruy—«v

: s.own Judcrcmeut howevex, the Wauant is hexl‘,set

“containing Zzbellous réfléctions; on_the cha-
eafd of some of the Mem-

And, wheréas the said House hath there-. .




T

= pogaran. s >
e e et
= e e
e e o e e == = PSS et e i
. v

e e P

. during the. pleasure;ofithes
of February, 1810..
~actlygsuchias: he'must be supposed: to- have. used.

* description /legil or
illegal. *Hawkips in his-Pleas of the Crown; 3téilkibgﬁf%fﬁé*gél .

I (50 ) -
offence committed to his Majesty’s-Gaol of Newgate': These
are therefore to raquirecyou;sthe Keeper of his L\’I;Exjeéiy"s Gaol
of Newgate, 'to-recgive:inta your custody:the,bodydf she said
John Gale Jones, and ‘himisafély to -keep in,your custody
id. House ; forwhicl this shall be’
iven under my Handthe 21st: day

It

‘your suficient- Wirrant—-

1o the Keapir of bis Majesy'

- Gaol'of Newgateus >

¥ ,Tlih,e“i'jet‘ of 'his. if'H_%n < Friend’s: (Sir F. Burdétt)o
ment, however,. was. fair - on’ this ‘point; -and*if“he Jcoul
question the validity of :such’ _‘_P rrant at -al (f‘»’g"‘gggl’d
L1 tyrof:such a warrant at all,"was 'ex
1y Suchiag: e mu ed i Before
Gentlemen' proncunced -.sbcaWof;hy;;,liaronef;gamy]?bfn 36
serious-an offence as. that which.the motion infer 1 on
a gropnd such -as this, they :were bound ,to 160k 1i
opinions:of authors on the subjeétjs:Offwa’i‘fé’dtsw;' vl

. . : A
g v,

f:those which bore the marks of bein

warrants, ‘laid it ; down ‘that four things were ‘netesbary:
them j as; the. band and: sealof the‘.-'pérs‘db'[ By’ whon :

Jawful conclusion. “In all ofithese respectsy sb farjiat leas
they could be, seen on the faceof the warrant itself, thep:
aiithorising ‘the commitment of: Gale Jones: was, efici
Vs it not; therefore, too miuch to lay it:downy :that

person unlearned in the law “to hold, agre l"lSr to: i-
nion’ of writers on that ‘subject, that such-&itwar a‘nt'f‘ﬁ?as
illégal, was a gross and scandalous libel 2+ ‘Another! Right
Hon. and Learned Gentleman ‘had faid, ;j"g‘ré'at?fs‘t)reissi f cm'%he

N PR 79, [ eps B . y ‘ s
word “resist,? as if 1t was an expression of ‘a mostiinidefen- -

sible natare.  If' Gentlemen took the wholé of the’paper
together, they -would, “however, find "the word ¢ 7-esiss”

uniformi y coupled with some words, imparting that -ﬁb't,-h«.in“gf .

bat alegal ‘Tesistanee w mE di w

a’legal ‘Tesistance was contemplated: Theywould se
(o ast tha dosiri o G fy oty ed. " They would see,
“ £ re; ctrine,’ . [0"vesist with their woice, &’ It

- was imipossible;che conterided, without giving to the words
_a forced construction, that an y‘thiin@i&ﬁ?rbﬁef could'be in-
.f.el'r'ed from thence. - If »‘éh,eéﬁHq'uie“e'iwas'jin‘?ahy'dbhbf’bﬁ this

subject; ‘he held in his hand certain declarations of the great

Lord Chatham, (who' had uised expressions: miich ‘stronger

. th_gm the _'Hon.,Baronetfa‘t-‘a‘ﬁine--\a’élxen;tlle7r’igtht§~Of that had
- been discussed in courts of law,) ‘which must at once con« |

yince them how dangérous and unconstitutional it would be - |

to

-~

5 ' -~ law
N Sy : 0L L whom ‘the -~ calli
. warrant was ‘granted ;- lawful' cause for; gran«ti‘-n'g} Theand: a

{31 )

to give such a construction to a term so innocent in itself, -

In these declarations.the NoblesLord:expressed-a:hope; that

old as hewas, hie mightuseesthis.House; of which. he was

then:u Member, ,.'an\fdQ the: country:i inv igenéral, -once:: tnore
uniteds.to oppose despotic Ministers’; he. hoped to see mea-.
sures fairly: disputed 3 if not;: mightdiscord prevail for ever.

“ther the quesjion was stated as applying tg-a despotic: Mi-

: imons, - When they saw an
aythority such agthis; he presum ed to.Hope'the Houst would:

s i

nister; ;or .to.the House.of :Commons, .

bo slow, on  word of so slight a meaning, of pessing 50

severe  judgement. Therg was another thing imputed to
‘his-Hon. Friend with equal injustice;, as if;he)yished.to ; g
preseut. the Bill 'of Rights as baving beeu conyerted into a
Bill of.Wrongs." This was by na means.the fact. - The 1
veiseindeed, wasthe case; asany Gentleman might.sce who
chose ta:read the . passage. throughout. ThesNoble Lord
thentquoted, .But in order that nothing may:t ‘
rendgr truly ludicrous.every.part of this proceeding,

3

which,

inyertingithe lawsof the drama, as well as all other laws,

begsigsiwith a farce, and-ends with.a tragedy, it

‘Comimopsiimprison Mr, Jones—inder the sanetion

shie; Bill of Wrongs, if it.could be. thus conyerted into.

an instrument : o- oppréss, and. destroy the liberties of the’
i those Jiberties for-which (it was expressly framed,

d; demandedy, .and insisted. npon to protect.’ Mr.

.¢he Bill of Rights declares that a Member of
arliament wcapnot. be questioved any where out.of Parlia-/
mentforswords spoken therein, he bas sapiently concluded,
thatithe people are. prohibited from’ ;ef}ggrcis_ipf g their, under-

, staniifng,i,\fqrv» < purpose: of discussing, or censuring the

condnct, of -the..Gentlemen_ who sit- in, that House,” &c.
By.thisiany,. Gentleman -would be convinced, that ‘though
Mr..Yorke mightibe en titled 1o find fanlt wirh the passages
in guestion;, t__l_],e,,};lpsusé‘hadv‘ng'r'ight’tq complain. * The Hen.

laronet, - so, farifrom reflecting on the House, had gone out
. his: yf)t‘Q.‘_‘]:'thl:%iQthﬁﬂ)‘fl,‘\,')?'\j;any charge.on this head.
Another passage, had] 1€ )
Baonet.spokg. of, the House, ‘as decked out in the trappings
-of royalty; lording it.equally.over th ‘King and people..
was; an. expression,, every word of which, atleast, th
_substance of. which, the Hon, Bar

on: other occasions,

E2

be wantingto -
think, ye 2. . The, Bill of Rights.~ Well might Paine

iscovered a new. meaning in the Bill of Rights:’

been alluded to, in which the Wo thy

This
. whole.
onet-had used in his speech, -
S in that House. He did not meaito
say,. that_this amounted to.a justification ; it not bengan
ST gt Y T D egese

w
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excuse for prmtmg and publishing a speech, that it had dc-
tually been made, .: He.

; h'

mi ht be. attem ted the way, of vidiculey he agreed; wit

an%{on. aﬁd egnu,fi}, ;mtlemaq[(Sw «Romxlyz,)hm thmk—
I;e, senfen ehb‘agi,,f;ggg;;_ : .l

Jugal ecf to, assu

PAIPEE D

np;g aug horsse.; ;he ;AN
pOWen,t ery went,ib
y -fle\‘Legls ature.,; . ; )
thxs p}xb]?.é‘auqn scand,ajo}1§, and li lous," wa§~; negessarg
o she: :,that At was falstz” Kggd(;hat it proceeded: from a ba

“dic
< a)

5 t0 tle VVVVV e
o h,mg, e;gcgp‘t&a};s3 to,t - dn jats 0o

Learnes

led. n B et rml 11y
s 9 , »k{ pubhcatxonl\,‘m questlbn butqalsé?on
ges,;;The papetingqy
D wh;ch th_

’In consxdermg th;s questxon,f t!)e\
w.that’ they were'called on:to: pron
: amcular, perLlnxatances he had mentlonsdﬁ !NO

- ;stmot

ay "so. In the ﬁlst place however' the ‘question
onsaciered was, ‘what ‘was a Pr1v1lege 3 'lhe deﬁmﬁwn
; rm« seemed to 1mp1y, ‘that. it “was. a0’} exemptmn
aw as, pphed ‘to others, /I'bis. clea ly impliedithat
vxlege hmst be dustmctly dehned * The:ancient,pri-

.and even for t

_Anstmther) zud ‘that’
as 1 nepe,ssary for.the; Members of the’
. o.hnge the;r'mmds to the.considera:”
: 'Eiéﬁimlg:ht .chan >.be 'before them.

e y ,
gwmg ‘wide mterpretatlon xndéed; ‘to the pri--
: ’ vileges -

deglared, bowever, that, whatever -

1slllﬁg, where
Y they, .did-

od, of: the. charge he-had:heard '
lt ,

uestxon reﬁed _d on théﬁ 1ust’

13 : e, freedom.of; speech,.,, andifreedom *
0 ] T servants, X2
son, fe]ony, -ar ;breach: :of ‘the. peace.’

- starice tofthisiefféct; which ‘was- th c@s“”bf an Ug‘l’

(33)

vileges of the Housé, however, to contend that the were to
be extended to the length xlo\wédnténded for. The §ster of
the Rolls"had stated” thét it was’ﬁeﬂés"'r‘ ‘i ] Qu & _sh‘ould‘

state, Howe:
i f«fWas:‘neceSSaryk th‘éyr shbul&“havd tln prxvﬂege.
former: ’asesfthe}f’had ‘Fon&on equéll}? &l witholit any’ comi~
-mittaly - Fhéyi had dong'§6dn ‘the’ cages’ o Stb’ckda]e and of
RegvesiiLord Kenyon Irad laid it'down {haE cbnte?npt might

be comunitted outd Court“lbﬁ’tf he had':oxil,y i ’3di‘1c'e/ qn’é i

whohadrheglected . his:dut; n“force’
of the: Covirt;In‘the Coiirt'o Kings'Bétich, Mri B
a_bookseller; had:been- brou’ght“b i¥ore' Thofd: )
chatged swith. -publishing: hbelg"agdlﬁsf ‘the: Cotn
his refisal 4o anss sistiiig that"He: Hada® il ‘l’fﬁé’f‘o;
'hma'Péers,“was committedito’ p’ﬁ“s'oﬂ” ’wh’é 15 de--
sd for two years] étlll)feﬂism‘g diffing 'ihe Who]e e
e’ j rlbdlétioﬁ‘of“the&émi" g‘x ally,
e ]

,(

time, 66 s ubmit €0
~ he mfefsﬁd?scharged «
onsthdsground:‘that his 1mprxsdnment“’h‘adrb
durationi{Pptobably; thanhe v "bml*h‘aaéf
ceived: fudgemient fortli

of; Beingran x.en‘wument'f ot
origin*al'lfgwxdmfnittéa &
répeatsd: byqu_, Biti
1f tﬁ“—ﬁéﬁt@hpt,
in the firsedirse :
hatbbeett foiled n‘vth attémpt to' punish it.” Tn thé'vécent
case'of Heartland’ White; »printér-and p}'opmetor of 'a‘News-,'
papelﬂica}lecl)ftﬁe Ifldepenrlent Wiig, 1or a'libel aAgalr tilie
Colfit of Kiitig's Beiith, that'Cotirt had not proé’ef&ded 2
theny’ g Ao cUntempt“but ‘they' had beeh ,trxed, nd Wi
convu}ted%y ‘their Péer In thé samé way,” ofi" form 0¢.
;’-{that’ Housé 'bad not” commxtted otockda]e and :
Reevés b, ééntempt,” biit' had ordered - prosec ons'dgainst
thcm?qﬂAn ‘Honourable Geéntleman' had said] if’ the‘Wortfly
Barodetdénied {he nght of that Housé toicommit nyjper-
sonnotia Me_mbur of-the"House, why did he'n bjec
the:ebiriii : hetadt” S'Ss;mn, ‘of Huxley ‘Sandor
That, however," hiad ‘o Felation “to “the present case
‘thet swas?an ‘obstrugtion 6f  the P 570
It was esgentinl‘thit the Wotise! shiotild have i it p :
to take: every Srepl 1o énfor cel thi 8Xercise 'of thelr own”f)ﬁ‘fvx- ;o
IegeSJils' Jourt ‘of Inquﬁ'ya- £, theref‘ore they had d'power
to- examine witnessesat itie béﬁ“"xt s essential’ to the ‘diie
exercrse of: thxs r:dht that they should be entitled to‘inforce -

et comphance

, Tt had'been aggiavated and"

~9u5?-"~
‘thejripdwer




( 8e ) S

cnmplx.mce‘ ‘with ]
was enut]e

A:mpﬁ‘so, :
mclgﬁmte pe od N:
existed
meant . could only
thereby tlearl; shewmg that
y, to to prevent the obstru 0
The pnvxlecres of that ‘Hotse were
'1‘_:E’1,‘rt., and- th‘e/Law of tl Lahd

: ¢ign ¥ b
oth ﬂ‘ect by the thr(;
: de lared\that no.fr

th_g 1an3, : 8
a dl;eq: 4cknow dg,“",_

tbe, Legxslatp; €, Wher
, X

‘ assqupg to: 1tse]f great. powers, : 1
h-. the’ Crown as, 1o, the power of comxmb

mphs' to bo. an assumptxon of ‘power’ag
‘the: case’of Abhby and. White, 1m ;he
! reéolved that. neither House, ‘had any’;
S pas it, was not warranted. by Act of Paxhamen
Res,olut;ons passed” during ‘periods. of heat and’¢
ithe Houserhad ‘assumed powers. which' 1o
would venture . to _deny were illegally. agsumed n what
grgﬁnd'(dld elther Housp claim this privilege: e
" of 'Lords might assert:it in- their legal. capacuy-'b .
. could Tay claim to. it only as a: branch gt | the,legmla
-The Crown could dono more than ordér pro‘secutxon in
'cqse‘o a hbel agambt its pr1v1legus., o could - that” House
wztho £ résorting.to the present. ex;raoxdmary pnuva{ege,
which: thoy would be _equail ;protected withi the
Tt had been said, that this pm/ilege was agreesble
nd that there'were instances'of complamts of -the
km;i from the earliest period.'; This h¢ denied:. = The! first -
';z;x,ce ‘of such’ a‘complamt was in the case of" Hall, in the.
relgn of - Elizabéth! “-It had- alss, béen - gaid, that’ thére had
“been a 1egu]ar and undisputed custo}m of. commxttmg on such.

f ch ,ggs. Thxs he also demed : ;n, the casc of Crosgi‘sgg

. . '

He contendcd however,__ that the

- Judge:had refused them the:

- bcep corrirﬁxtted fo

- whigh ,was so. doubifal in the opinion of - a great idjo ity
that thcy adjoumcd the conszderatxox of "it fm: :
Y

, rep]y
~Tbat

tlnt he cou]d not agree ‘with the Noble Lord iu con31dérxng

{35 )
Ohver, the House had proceeded: to comnntment, and the
beneﬁt of,)the Habeas Corpus,'
e gbt, ' &very man; - but
' two persoiis had
of‘Parhament,
> He

althoggh* it declared
this' the,y' d done

. ﬁthesé)th’e o’mnut-
ment had beeh prevented,’; F ‘

ell in 16805 agd' that of: MV
ship,) a.dverted to the case ‘of
»becrgecL ‘Ho rEC
Chu;ffJ‘ stice De Grey
thela (- Parliatnent w

,.before tmm purson
.to answu‘ for thieir: cond”ét
in reality ‘become gubject: to 4
; et bg depnvea of their fair
oa tubunal not boun down by‘ l

‘ .qubject; e h
1t’ would be tho ghex’ous’ OpPrEssion to

‘wbu;h the pubhc must be evposcd, if pefsonsy not Membei's

of- tbat House, -were: liable 'to be'so called on *"He;hoped
thp L-Iouse would réco Ie.ct that’ thcy were calléd on- to: de-
terr_;mne aquextxon of the ‘most - grave consxderatlon '

of

. I e:Worthy Baronet had not biad the oppmtumty
of hea ngthc bservations agaiost him,: or of" makmgany
):them ; ‘he ‘hoped, therefore; the House would ' ‘come
to théiconsideration of the’ question. not with-the feehngs of .
advocates butof Judges.:  He felt “however, that’ ‘the’ ‘Hotse
was m a d»lemm oy the subJecz, é'nd there ore. should mO\?e
-other Orders of the-Day bie. now rmd' : :
HN:ANSTRUTHER expl A ! '
'Lord BINNING. “oppbsed the Amendment ‘and: abs ved

the

al by thelr Peers ?
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‘the: point which, the houss,was called on to decide as.pos- .

" sessing so much. difficulty as, to.have rendered an.adjourn-

.ment of a week. necessary for goming fo a decision upon it. .

. Sir.S..Rom1LLy; observed, that .when this question.was
“before under . consideration. of the. Housg, he- felt it to-be
is duty: to. impress, upon it the . necessity of allowing time.
for the fullest: deliberation ,of so important a subject. : ‘Since
that period he had given it.all the attention within his-power ;
_yet after all the consideration that he bestowed onit, . he must

\8ay,. that if it.was; true, as;had been - stated by Gentlemen -

.opposite, that. he: was rthe jonlyperson who enterfained
‘doubts ; of those,; doubts he.was not.ashamed (bear;:hear /)
He had now to congratulate.the House upon the disposition

- that was manifested to meet the discussion with, that,temper .

. and delibération suited to its importance. .- He congratulated
it upon the’ change.which - had taken place in its;tone . and
feelings upom; this.question. - :They had not that.night heard

.of carrying: it with acclamation, . ‘There was  happily;a ces-"

. sation’ to ithoseiwarm,.indignant, and. intemperate emotions,
under the:influencejof which: many. were disposed-on;;the
former. occasion.to;precipitate -the decision. :  The rgsult of
such asatisfactory change must be,!.that though the decision
fo which the,House would .row;.come, should be the same

- decision‘as it would have pronounced upon; the former night,
still it was .impossible,. but that the, Housé miust deglare its
. determination, in a manner; much.morecreditable to, itself,
~as.well as more calculated.to acquire: that: respectfrom the
people; which, upon every. principle,,was alwaysitoibe de-
sired..  In taking1nto its consideration the nature,of the pub-

+ lication complained;of, the House had. two,questions,to;dis~

.cuss : First,- whether it was a libel, and mnext,;,whether it

was expedient to acquiesce in the Resolutions proposed, (j For

.his own part he was free to admit, that he still entertained

~~.doubts; first, whether this publication wasalibel: and pext,

that itentrenched upon. the: privileges of that .House, . Tn
. order fairly to consider_the. full bearing of the questjon; it

".was absolutely necessary to review it; from the very circum-

~ ‘stance-in which it originated, to theé motions ;n'c)w,prppofsed;
- .Such a course was -absolutely, necessary before they could

- pronounceagainst the present publication. The Hon. Baronet
" who was ths author of it had complained of a proceeding of .

_that House against a subject of zthcse\}cal‘msﬁas; -in his opi-

“nion, highly illegal. = Amother Hon. M of the. IS¢
indignant at such complaint, has submitted certain resoluti-
.ons, declaring the condict of the Hon. Baronet a gross and

.seandalous offence. The House, therefore, before it could..

prononn ce,

ember of the House,"

. foret dichiantidiniion::

S wad

- with theansat it

(87 )

pronounce upon the present paper, must be aware thiat it

“could not; -

Jqthott a strangevdepiiture
ftatare: of'tlie
ommit M ies; Wilidtever inipression; there-
peExpression s‘iﬁ=‘t‘h‘g publieativn of the:Hon, Baronet
) nake; - if ifi thecmainigi ‘the'original ques-
was; the imprisonniéntof: MisiJo:
throut to'beright > surely suehiial conclusion' must,
wet of this mitigatin'e the impropriet of any'strong
observations intovk :
o Baronet:cpdayi be lediss Upons that- original
snamely, the right ofthis'H ouse to Commit for libels,
Hgrapontits proceedingsy heiwoild proceed: to state

or ‘offensiy
subjegt
question
reflédti

terprated: its” privi-
proceeded : in‘error,

House, 'Thewery

serupulous forbear-

Jeges)ihie wwas. cony
at’error could:aloneie réniedied:
ch'a power gisuld advise

supports < Withifsspect tortheright 'of com-

ing

Hotuse sorately derided:differently
oni¢ - diffidence. : H4d votith
arehingy e Would atovcersay;
: lier t-foiallibel refléeting upon the past
procéedingsiof thatdlouse,’ Wa@;ir‘xjﬁsﬁﬁﬁble_r} ‘When, there-.
j s entertatiied: by any- partiof that

a
I

Houiseor ofith
a8 e reseiitaperson (M Jones) s
erciss Gf therdi d -right,iand-therefore it becanie a duty
particulaplyita irdview the suierits 'of that individual’sicasé.
With}idspedt o fthe head of offence, althdughs hé looked
‘ wigitive: attentionto the ‘publication:for

N

4as’committed; he must ‘contend;: that/iiy

whielioMe. Jonesiw

sucli Papet/thiére was not a'single expression yeflectingitiponn -
, ‘j‘Ll,uj,_(:’{i‘r‘x"éljﬁét ind character of thatHouse. 1t:madesthie con-
- duePdttwo

mbers: of that: House - the. subject: of disciig
lébating’society’s but it could: wot berconstrued
Magaifist thercharaster of thav House. { :
diteh of 1he 7com :
¢ Oider o exslusion: /- Sucli ‘enforcementiwas thé
duilaiidiioto Yie Mlouse (wiuriidn's ifrom:ihe
eiitlies). < From fthetmannerof the Gent ‘
Grei T\”%ﬂ,{ft‘hift thdydid nétconcurinrhisdn-
ferencp. He;» however; felt!convineed that his observation
was justified by ;tlj‘e_upc@cl*stqoc}‘practi»c,e of that House, He
ro e s ‘was

R R

om ‘justice;:do so,’
her:¢ase; hamely,

es;he (SinFrancis)
whichin arguing sudha serious’
fits exercisel Whats

g iatoprictice privileges-dependedt-upondu-

elyitherstore, itsvould-ill beeothe hiny, know-
to give his .

/ak tobe recollected that there

xJones) sufferin gunder therexs

plaint’ was for .enforcing! thie. "

entleindn

LR
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. could bot beconiera guestion. of debate

~ner'thecopinidn:which. the ‘senten
- pressed (Hear:l-bear |, from th

. thé Order-ofthat House. . No such intent

“fn-any.degree justifying the nature of this attack
two tonourable Members (Messrs. Yorke a

-

 coneist in libelling the conduct and character of particulatr -

~was upon the fitst-dayof the Sessions when it‘agree

e Ta
‘Qrders* by shutting-out. Strangers, from the  Gall
. and: ill-timed attack upon th

- toaggravate the discontents.
‘Representatives.objects of jjealous suspicion

“most particular;moment when the public m

the.iconduct: and character of every -indi
“Though such was his sincere conviction ‘apon

“troned

(58 )

wis fqrtiﬁed in that opi.'uibn by the authority of the Chair; -
when on a recent occasion; (the diseussion of the bye-law of -

‘Lincoln’s Ini,Y:it: was communicated to a Right Hon. Friend

of 'his’(Mr; Windham,)that ﬂ.t.hggpquprlé,t'%i?f
o

Juls (PR K
Jyas.at

3

which.the:House gave iis concurrenceor.

iy
.

Standing ! Order.:;: But;: the sugceeding paragraph o
R e e " T ~ (XN}

per fully ‘proved;. ;}iggf;i‘_n the.; contemplation of the a

the censure; expessed didihy;no,means.apply fo the Hous
1 Member.... That paragraph ‘was as, fol-

& . : iC TN

¢ Last fonday, . after; an,nteresting di

unanimously-decided, thatthe enforcement. £ the Stan
?{'&&‘t ¢

‘insidious

B

3 01
1343

House of ‘Cotmmpnsy,;ought;to, be censured ds .4

libexty of the press
the people, and

nd in €

ow; carefully, .and in glous
ce. went: OCOIiS?e.i? 1S ex-
T s i Ry el

- "Observey ithen

ssed ( ; Ministerial Benches). , W
was it-so gdarded ? -only -to prove that its censure ;ﬁgﬁél
affect the individual Meémbers, and, was not ; ‘all mtend
to dpply to.the chiaracter or conduct.of, that |

over, it was!.evident,. that the censure was

"

JEIYE ST
was vigilantly

BR (S S0
. a8 (Bt "en-
1, “

VLY

RN e - . S Co L vEA
posed. - The attack was made upon its enfor ,é:}rr{xgntﬂé
olyid dwv

directed to the ‘proceedings of Parliament ; an
forcement-could only be ‘the act of an individu

po_ss\b]g.‘to;:s;ay:f’t'hélt‘,in';t,he,fpnbl'i'c‘a,ti(’)\ﬁlﬁ there wasta
syllable affecting the character of the, '?‘Hd:g)se,} Anless

unless it ‘was

attempted: to'be held that its .character was comr)n}ti:éd“thh :

) Pt B

vidual ‘Member.
that part
i as
ke onvthese
and’ Windham).

is opinion, that siich
the individuals mien-

thecase, he‘trusted that no person:.wou d." cotisi

.

I¥e ‘would go further, and: stat
publication amounted. to a;libel ag

tione ';ancyi,zin‘gsm‘uc_:}__‘x:,a's;it,:impp‘_tqd;’;bylx;:"
motives ‘to: their. .conduct.,; But then, i
warrant undef whichh M

found, that: though ong b

anch.of hi

T
- (X

s.offence was

3 f T

nforemg” it -

[ia)r (- -
ssion, if was -
tanding

) (:h-.

s tending

. J1

ler. their
b e

ntéfx%ied :
orea

t'that

: » 2\?
€
2yt

(s o
still it was not specified that it was for conduct
y t,_hfe‘_r_n»- within’ hat; House. Néxty withirespect
nedy which a personsd ctthinitted:possessed.  Al=
e, as in’ the '¢ase vf>Alderman Crosby,: that

e'privileges of ‘Parliament ;. yet,
‘warrant' of commitment, ‘what "

%, about 't}
cified in’th

2 -Wiis it niot reasonable to' présume that the: indivie
be relieved by Habeas Corpiis ? iSuppose, for 1n-.

6d, that a man was coniriitted by the House for saymg,
Bank notes had depreciatéd §iv valae; ‘and’that they had -

chosen to declareit a breach of privilege. ~ Would:it be main-"
that ‘'sich ‘aperson would riot be relieveéd by:Habeas |

: X 'J’:‘~ PP R T LN - 3]
N d, from every’ view’ whichs be ;was::able;to
16" questi

ts of tli§  power ‘of that

ing its ast proceedingss ' He, at thg same’

itted that su ght waspossessed by them,’

st all Breaches of privilege=which went to’

Fformianes of their many sdcredsaud dmportant

" obstriictions mist not . operatednian indirect’
b

./

House: to: commit’

ist at'once tend to produce that with:which they
Werg char g(\d{.‘__j There ~“"were: ’nuinerou‘s'-'fcasesf:yx:here‘;t_he:

ythority of ghe"HogSe_ would be dépa,rred';-‘{unless“lphggl the
pPow % to preve these direct impediments to the exercise of.

its, du

pp

i

§lich Were the -réfusal of witnesses: to:atteénd;:lor

timidate ' Membérs' in “the tvotes :they should
the Housé had in suchcases the'power.of:pro-
by ﬂ(s!umm‘anywa.y of ’,g_?rhrihitmght;ifot contempt,
:{d Bé Mo tinbiassed. deeision. ‘Theipewer of .com-
“¢énisuring was"far’ different in‘its nature. land-
Tt was in contradiction to thie » niost-sacred
‘principlés of positive law. - It confounded’in
e digéordant characters of party,’accuder,
ad the accused of that whith every le-

‘accusé

Wwits each’engaged in putting an aggravated:

"'e;-oi o s e X ! .
- what he himself ‘mednt; wis refulsed to be. héard; -and the

construction of those ~who were ignorant of his motives and-

| FQ N "’nm:".n'fng

v

» would not' intérféré, uponthe rotind that
: . ! p g

were, and in what ‘their alleged violation" -

quéstion; he could ‘not. sfestriot shimself toisay,
erely doubted, 'but must avow that-hé'entertained;

gatoriés put to them. ““Such swere all.at-"

ved to bim,, the power of being b card’ -
(hear1 bear v Tt went 'to decide upon,

'} cused withont suffering, him to state. -
s_t}fucuori;“'and in' his absence, the judges who

méaning.”7 He who must best know

s

Eﬁ-ﬁm;»:-;:—-xv- . s
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St . Do Lo T y e _ . : ulated to illustrate the. sacred:
meaning Jwas to be siibstituted. ~Was there, he would ask, - -§ - were not the _t.mles; best 9§§f£ftﬁgdt%elll}1 the privileges. of.
‘one judge in the courts below who would eny.to'an indi--  security.in wl_uc_l our ancesto £ the people.. (Hear, bear N -
vidual thus situated’ thetright ( \ - Pérhament,-f,and‘tl}e libgrties @ LS t% f‘p’thdéé‘ oW So tenas,
fence, or ifth Sut | Oneshould hage supposed atleast,that: thosey now 50 teha
his'own  Gon ri | cious of the _mvx,_],ege’.s of; that HQ}JSB’I;W(:E ‘J;(-t}‘le' House of. f
th Ho B e forng o herep ot aMpach gho pld e o s
adopting! ‘Let_ it recallect” thia » , ; - OMTMONS, UL LO-L1E ton dispatohed a messenger to that
thé}%lQﬁgjm‘fab‘lé‘-.~'Bhr'bffét-"Wi‘th’dﬁtﬁ?havi’ng“ exdiifiiiéd acgingle - - who,upon.another. Occaswgggspafgg‘:ﬁda;u‘?fﬁei’iﬁ -a public.
witiiess, without i the ‘power ‘of “examining upon roathy as _ Hou.ses.f:.ﬁ‘?m-‘,nandg?gl"lg’tnoas enpauedHeT)@VCI’tedto the:
Judges of the law dnd-ofthe fact; and - withéut that’power , transaction; in which i‘l:‘w rﬁ " ﬁgéxﬁ;{éﬁ\t’.?or"fs"ix"monfhs'y
of appeal being Allowedy whichs the accused in’all the or- case of Hall; sentenced.to P S o, 2. further undefined ;
‘ - dinary Courf§ of Jistice  possess>’ [Hea ] Buvitven, fined 600itmarks, and was fo';"’ll;cril" ke sich a; refraction as
" allowing thit ih ¥ery rdiriaty S weyishuld: - imprisonment, unless. he s lﬂ“i*"’é‘ﬁ;;ﬁcﬁ;dr of ;the Exche- . , N
be vested in thie Holise'of Cominiions, still it fould dérrend | suiteditheutaste of bis Majestyis, Bnem o O S cerotarion - §
| e this! idéessity deased; there thephivilegeicdeaseda ~ | quers;Comptroller of the Houschold, and the two becretaries :
case Of Mri Aldérman” Crosby;! what wasithe |

lof béinig heard in I owun de-
Tight would yeiuré to'ddo
ohdiict” of thi ‘

e TR e

" of.Btate. -1t the existence  of precédents..was all that was - _ ;

Chéit Justice De Giey ? i He arghed t war ﬁd»t;ilg'cggld reifﬁa ﬂée\i‘ég“e’én;gzonSt?ofzsgigggrgftua 'i
legal becatisé it 1eCessar - Houseioft Commons bad adjucgecd PeLionsiian s M Are Be ™ :
stiable i b to assuiiie’thie Convérst’g prigileges-to/hard labour,in; jails,: to; imprisohment Jor. Hie, |

'é&raif%;gf ~§ andftesthe case of two men; xd’ghol\l?ver:;;la%e]dfsulégg}%ﬁesgﬁt's | I
f that Judge it wasnotlegal?Wiigre: ] hawsyavith thei ~'faces"t9waf‘:§% et sl ‘,Jfgt“-,‘:jl':dgg,giwas,, o
, as' the hecessity for putting-fiiito practice acdisplited - -the;derison and. 93‘“;"";9530 3 rli’ii]l)é Péf;ﬁia;"figllliisjﬁé&’éndf‘ih’
privilege for'atfalledged offence; cobnizable by dreCayrts’ | mormnalogy in thebreaches of privilege thus punishied and
of ‘Law .- "‘Rii’gh‘jc’-‘"jf}%o\_r'xoin‘tab]‘éf4 Gentleman on' the sfornier | : ﬂlﬁ{.Q_&SQQf.‘z ‘lgbel,-..::.ln reed; d. of . Hall-until. the time of the,
night of this disctssion, had stated that tlic ‘powérs Otlint | Hatsell, . that {rom: therperio L.of sixty.years, this. privilege : _,{
+ - Houset were: notito be” circumseribed by . the e \ Long:Parliament, an interval-or si: Zxcz T And it was mosts ;
'arQi"ﬁ"ci%ﬂ’i‘r‘li’]'eé‘jiifx'e'videﬁée’,'"(:').b"s‘ﬁef'vé‘d5i’h, Courts-of su against libgl was not called into: practice.” And 1L was mo:

ST ITPRIENE (vt S At PRy Cmistaleans 1: : o call ;these, cases precedents, in_the
dietions-~"The" rules upow which he (Sir “Samuiel) g6 mistaken; Janguage to-call -these, cases p

iely thatwhen ivis niotnecessary
ctation'o

R ] R .S, : a ;i They.

‘ed that-House were bound to regulate their decisions, j  legalisignificaionin “’;b*?ht‘f?ﬁ‘t;f; ?;;'Ygggl,‘;?é‘izfi‘f?»‘;it,]Ol;it_y{ ?‘i

werd’ éé)‘frfipré'ht}jidéd;‘ withiti no such definition . HSPhey wéré K “"Qfe’“‘_‘?,!‘ﬁ‘mh‘v’they dwele lfbf"f %i‘;Edicﬂiélrjiribu't!"i'l.],iil’pon a §

rules above thieih and all Courts 'whitsoever; ywlich:from | = and-notithe ‘-s,olem:n eu’i“ﬂ; -h'édjan'daeaded.upoﬁ.;Hé» .

the fallibility “of human ngtire “all its‘tribundlssshouldbe - F o Ca5¢~}f‘51":yf.a“_;‘_1->;'t“}‘l’e‘fat‘:hy . 1659 in.. the struggles be- d

- governed, —The being (Hat'had the power to' dispense with knew very vgll";t)a‘t'g‘lfth;}%'bﬁsélof Lord’s,. Resolutions. of: - i

: themi was f4i abové us, uninfluenced by the prejudices o~ § tween, that:House an adopted by the former ; but.suzely. it
S than'passions, o1 the wanderings of human'reagoirit s ' a strong nature,werc acoptec Ly the - hev .woul

; Dol ket 15 : : A hat - “they .would pro- - if
. . “It was oftén repeated by the Géntlemen opposite; that for o was ex}oﬁ..upmf-aygﬁg}“?;0‘“0'?51‘;3‘3315{522? 5 y 1 . ,,P-, S
the exercise of this privilege thie precedentsiupon’ ourJbura = vcef’fﬁi?t‘?f?“vad’eﬁt & lel ¥ next procecded to the modern.
-nalgwite itnumerable.  He would be glad to know whére . gifhg.ngme@ G(zln;‘lemar]l - ,"ﬁe'id‘»it'éﬁded,’th'at'theyv were: ' i
they> wete “to be fouiid, in order fo*’aSc‘efrt“airjffthéfié)i’z’ﬂpgy. : : Qasgsifxf; Crosby.a nl' 0 W;%I,.j’t"‘casc . In the former there was. W
Pl first case in whiol this privilegeiof committing forfi. | noauthorities forthe present casc. . In the former thete was
béls dpon-past ' proceedings,” and “which “the. Chancellor of. . n’QPubh%tiop’ﬂan g Om wor for-a libel on the Bishop.of. - i
’j%f)éﬁéqﬁ rhad cited 4s’a-precedent - during “the  former - cascof thy King versus I 9"\'6’5’{;[;':":?‘ ¢ Inteiligencer, where S
160 cs, in-the'year 1580, againstArthir Hall, - Llandaff,i publishedin.the. 'If@d'zq'{:!ilgi;‘l'ow;éf git'lie'é;se:”was’ S
extradtdinary o refer té such apériod . f - the-Houseof LLO?("?"h’a‘?{"«c’oﬁ%}g},}(‘?f"{":’s Bgncia whenone of = :
enitsy’ dtid ok léss to fix npouithat pattieular case. ‘ sc)l»qt1111r%M-‘a'»’g‘,l’:“?(%'il'f“ ﬂjcyo‘;lroraccgg:heprofcs,bmn towhich .
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~ clined:to.move;

~eited by'him, the question was not upon cases-of libel, but

therefore,

o4z )y
he had the;honour lo bélong (Mr. Hargrave) expressed con-
siderable. doubt, whether theHouse of ‘Lords had thé'power
to commit 1n. that : case 3 saﬁéifthd:fjsdd gement' of 'thi Court
decided nothing., Fdiwthese :réasons’ he:confessed -léthad
very’ considerabla:doubt,s:
so'exercised d,
that house’to pe:
censure might.ciee

thonght it;would'be very dangerougifor

p.dntodibel ihe was; theréforeyn
ischatge:of “Mr, :Galei Jdties

ithout

i3

12.man swas ‘compelled to recant

his doubt whether the letter of SirF. Burdett ‘cotild Badoh-

strued  into a:libel,upon’ thishouse ; and’ iftiit wag'¥6, the-
self had; et the .example,: for, ina renmonstranéesent

]

sthe:Peers;«ipon ‘their Lovdships? ¢bii-:

miuich stronger. langiage in expressing their opirion. i e,

€5, ac vised that the House shouldnot:be:int ;
xtend ¥greise of; this prerogatives too far'yi evetyfodsh
commitment, only made fresh disciples:s and of ll thifed] He
thought the present.a:period when‘such’a subjestisiaghehst
to be too much

20017

© Mi. StepHEN listened with particularattentioh to-{lje vey

eloguent speech. of his Hon., and LearnedFriend; fiidffiﬁés}ijdﬁg
tha‘t’,"h’e’;'wq ‘
in doubt. by the Noble Lord. (Folkestone); mamelyd what wis

the boundary ‘of, the privileges:of that Housey ibuf thiswasleft

still' where 1t.was, and ‘he-had not received the nfokmation.

which he. 'had ;expected.: He. also thoughtihe ‘should Have
i1s;; Learned Friend - a- positiveopinion’ whether

heard -fiom , Nk
this'letter of . the Hon. Bdronet was- a libel::or oty but! here

‘also he was'left in. the dark; and:had not: heard/an yrapinion,

!

negativély or affirmatively; only that.the House had gore't66

far in’ committing . Mr. Jones. :He ‘should: have!lioped' ¥ Sf
his' Learned I'riend would have followed:up hig'opinisawid

a motion for an address to his Majesty-todischarge
and even grant him :a -compensation: f'o’i"ginj‘firy,'sQSt—gm_’éd{‘ﬂ'f(_’){lh»
the ‘improper.and improvident act-of: that House inthe exei-
cise of its*known rights and privilegesi~. The argumentof liis
Hou, and Learned Friend had .left the  preseit case exdctly

. Joiies,

e . ", RS bt i e PRI T
where (it originally:was; resting isolely upoi ihisoss iasser-" -

tions, ‘withoutany.other. authority; for upon:ail' thé ‘cases

of

A

hether-the house hadahepswer -

in such a practice in’ dases ‘Whiere just .
ich in--

makin g‘"‘thfgti’ggﬁmiﬁsion&toz thehouse which wis custonidry,
se he could:

earnthat byiany proceedings in‘dny
e topiniohshe
pted.;; Uponithe‘same grounds, he ‘exjpresséd

ing some . pe sons,to. prisohy-the:: Commons’ had tized.

clined 6.

uch-discussed, 'Heiconcluded by observitigithat
~he would vote forthe Order of the Day. 70 ‘ :

 give him some. information upon whitt*wis 16ft -
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of contempt. Having cited the authorities of Lord Coke. and
Mr. Justice: Blackstone in:support of- the: privileges of the’
‘Hougse; of Commons, he jusistedithat, were 'the argumenis_of
his Hon. and Learned Friend- toprévail}” they would leadto
this. conelusion; that: it would:léave. the’ "House open” to be
trampled..upon by all - those who sheuld ‘think” proper “to cae
lumniate ithe: House,.or any ‘ofvits miehibers, ‘without: any.
otber{ . remedy. than:begging'of: & Coutt of! Law!to'give them
~ that redress which they. wereicapablé vf! providing” for them-
selves.. ;Mr. Stephen’ proceeded’taiobiserve; upon the unfair
treatment. which. he ~thought.the ' Hon, Gentleman ‘who'~
broaghs; forward. this. businessthad -met dith“from the Gentle~ .
mep.opposite: It had firstbeeni+laiditd his® chiarge, that he
hadcbeen guilty of :the! offenice of: nsulting ‘with the
ster: When the Hou.. Gentlethari :denied this, =1 e
charge.was'turned upon' the seconder; 4 diwhen’ hé too dé-
nied it, ‘then the Hon: Gentlemar was afraigned for not havs -
ing,consylted personsof-ekperience before’he brought a matter
of }si_._uchcin}fpgrstanccfitb;ph‘,e::no'tsice.Q‘F the Hotise i "“The affairy
hogvg-;gq;f;[gms_;'noQW:bEf'ore{lhem’;zand'}ftheyiﬂ’xht‘i’fs"f proceed tpon
it, howeyer. inconvenient: :that might - be; <2 ey could  not
i tipled upon

pass ihores swithout exposingthemstlvestobe m ‘
and despisedialtogether, M Stephen thew dericed that Mag="
' 1sregarded by those who contended: for power

is, then “the

na Ghara was d ,
in the House, because it.did" not apply to'cases of - contempt.
. TherHouse; he asserted; was cting’with-lenity,’ because the.
‘publication;had::found-its way irito various néwgspapérs, ‘dnd
- was industrjously circulated. . He said, if the'House should
consent £ pass, over this affair to night, they niight justly’be'
considered. 3% havin g renounced the wliole power of comt -

mentd flure.. L nn T e
M tApaar said, thatit was by its priviléges alone that tha "
Houge of: Cominpis, the guardians of the public liberty,: had
been able suceessfully 1o struggle agains: the assumptiohs 4
acts.of ‘¢yranny. of James: the™ First, “Charles“the" Ifirst, “4
Charles, theiSecond. : : That House’ was armed with “nothing
but ;ifs; privileges when it contended with- Charlés the Fifse) -
and when, through blood.and war,. it resisted royal‘encrbach-
- inenis.’, Although:Lord Chief-Justice Holt was very singalar
in some,of : his opinions on this'sibject, ‘yet he never Had ‘de~
nied the;right of the:Commons-to cominit for conterif \
Hon.iand: Leatned Member: then réferred 'to a- létter of Mr."
Fox, to shiew; that -though ‘the Houseof ‘Lords; Jike' yery
other. Court of Justice, had:the pawer to protect 'ii§ prii z ‘
. ings by commitment, yét the House of: ymitfiony R W Tight
- to commit -for, ‘contempts Lhigsautliotivy héttonsidered 45
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‘ 16 he House of Commons. ‘He
:;E;;Glélﬁlve szA;SP,_sth?, ?nvl,ln« mi" “ihe, Gi1e Tt TS in-
or
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\A“
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2 few.xoons;”gtapn,% (mn Wf»‘?w : >§> r)t}
the: eoal ,ar,;dJ cgpgtm};t}pn g€ }{1 nen 08’

liate 4t1iigE Prilhe
' cov&te’nﬁéd;‘ U \{7'1 Séup— ‘

tn

b mai)” “}‘ﬁch‘ Y& had

"‘%en

qupge;d ’hm*mst Stl} Y

d ‘p - the gl;(rumemg of
een; contendo - th
' _7\{0. 5 Wlﬂtev

éfin@rcflmrli v 0

yagitile “1e<i*mmate :

{rﬁﬁﬁ Ehe hhéf(txes

Wi $ o Hs ¢ told,
Fothat TEIBHE

i "T‘\ancxéiBmdett

soxﬁ% ’xb’nbts as -

':.uend had"_ X t
(pmpru;;yjof Athe commmnen

to aﬁhﬁ

th@u“ht that; Gase uéht to have t _‘; ue

atl d o ateve m1(rht 1 weight +Mr,

1]1(52?65 ]%ia(‘h'-qne 1o man .cou d’hay 1 iigher

claims, to@ltt n sA 1, 3 “t]h'm“ ‘gxd';%lnr-r

m,qve,; A dhe BIyst 310'ur1 q(;p at ‘eggsdfshéfﬁd
ew to the

A lth el b l that end.

neyer Jae LXELC 1sed l;‘u; ﬁ;»r thf} \}il pbse og’p
Andhereihe fell, boundl to St;‘}ufjm%%h iﬁ
n

thelcase @f ﬁa» & IQES s ] B?Y ooy
himyin agfar differgnt.way, - thouah -

to comxmt hun. :

4 ;nf ol of

t'*con- '

ibdired col-

: : tiproper
lhe hbel of. Mr. Reeves, wblch had been \

alluded :

thdt he had nbt votéd tha

‘ ‘of his ‘assertion.)
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d.”llded to.by an Hon Friend of his, had. been voted by- that
House most libellous and slanderous, and thdugh ore Gen-
g o

tlem n'ptopoSed he should be taken mto custody, andanother

that

wbx)st, two, of the ablest’ men'tbat ‘ever ekisted were ‘present;

the case wa rred 10'the Attoméy General to prosecute, and

the’ ponsequence was, that ‘the individial was' acguxtted
ul

U He beoged of " the Houée 'to ‘consider the!
e busmess had proceeded 1t hhd been’

SN

was nét’ guilty-of ;

steps by th

In ;h& paper mder dlscusslon,' er"Fi‘a\ ¢
crc‘,ged a,nght hich belonge to'him and othérs
opinion upon’a pubhc subject ‘at hid'mdy have donesoiin:
mtemperate language, he was not, breparéd ‘to ‘deniy’; but Mr.
G. Jonies: h
with «decorum.

_map (the Mn't,er ‘of the' Roﬂs) and others who' cautloned the’
House ;agamst irettmgM nto dxﬁiculués whencée'1t could ot ed:
sﬂyi extricate, itself, uch’ 'strongér language had ‘been used "

No-
d: m ace him to voté that the pape runder considera- -

said:

B\‘lrc’fett only ex g
,t'o state hxs

_ hmé’to}nmself lhat he‘h d

in the case,of Mr.. Wllkes, and by Mr. Burke. \(Here the Hoii. -

Member read some mtracls ﬁ'om Mr. Birke rks, i p; oof

7, In order’to ‘shew that the landuage of 'Sir
Fraqcls,Bprdetts paper was notlibellous, hé; 1‘tfemed toa
-pamphlet, published by Mr. Burké; in the time of* Wl“\ES
cailed

\{_;g}lqm supe te'ndance 0$'el the admlmstrauon of

ffas: s, dnd that,

pubhc

for grieyances ta be- expected but for the mtex‘fere‘nce of the

great body; of | ;he people: - ‘Had dny thing'so 'strong as that '
been:stated by, the. Hon. Baronet ?—Ng vishe only'called upon
the people 1o express by'ithelr votcés‘w at'they felt upoit the
pregent situation of affal —Woas.there ‘any thingin the pro<
duction of the Hon. B et to “be- compared wnh what'had.-
been; pub]xshed by that é.xeat inan;. Mr. Burke? " If they were "
but: to.look at both, " hey would bé sens\ble how feeble
that fan gage: which had’ bcen ‘brought under - the* consis
deration of the I—Iouse. was, y()lnpargd with ‘that ‘which had
nevér sheen quesnoned any W . Add here he mustbe,

I

' _allowed to; observe, ‘that He liéld ‘in*contempyt all’ fears thut”
P hitn.

1event him

n’doing his.duty, dnd voting consci.

'enumisly._ Hns‘only appréhensxon was, theé dedradauon that
- _nnght be brought upon the House of Commons. ; 1 he pap( r, §

T.-hous;hts on the ‘Discontents of the ‘Nation™ ln
it was, broadly‘ assertéd; that the 'people shou]d €xe

bel should be burnéd by ‘the'¢ ‘¢ominon hangman; yet

ad’ cqnducted ‘himself ‘at the bar respectfally and” -
"He coincided with the Right Hon.: Geitle-

i
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~ Francis. Bu(r)de o Mu s.h

"ametaphqr, but the Y\iouse on’

.(46)_ |
he was, of‘ opuuoq ought n%L&B’ ;Zbeep nppged a;% though[
noticed iwds DL si AR BrusePraﬁn?.lm}m igised.
W@S&e& f%}l o Ui & sl gL ae-

. i g ﬁ%éﬁ Bk shob hast J.%g,& @% ins.
sp Yﬁ;m the, de llzi&e 'mb‘;s Ho 4__;;%;%?&1& »;;wznd-f |
) had epivineed, bim by, thei gaments, that goy.

1 .

9}0%} R) *«

nd (Sir S« Romily) .}
~X

t {powet, of,. l‘f;‘

:38)’-?& Q‘?ﬂ}}s‘? | but

f.” ’Jffq_’ct o ?texrupll
B Syt 1; migh t. esax ,.thq'
:)ones 0. custoc Y, ,ﬁh

£r.q
unle’s’s’( the

jG(}t ‘~he d1d notp AL '.',sm,' Igs;i atter th } lg)[f]i}) us.i’
A 10 the’ :ﬁ usio}‘l to .th' mea by 1a\§ I;&; S Wasgs-.
led, lie could, S tfmu e
L net to “point
e,

He thought the, best thmO‘ the ﬁifése'” ’u{a ;do,
£ h n, would

f delay > disqussic
1t Had béen said, thg}t}t ebff{?xi

:Id[{h;QI’S} il G m t‘)(,di

notite of‘(su}c
: an le extrdox‘dmaly

16 be a pé

cou‘d'not acquxt Bun of | blame i}n the’ pubhcau&n of the libel

"befoxe the House.
Mr.

a;t'sdi |

cwqmo' toa n men, ere
eated b )m’irg\adgxlnst'
Yy, part o c{ wx}h txhe f

on the table, T he’ Hon. ud ad by‘

i .
d"beto, post-

lﬂx )%qt D

- ‘th3§‘§5'(%ﬂ‘
B ¥ o

' __mr;al \Tove'r of tHese Resolutions to reconcilé: o the feali

. ( 47 )
Mr, Povsomsy thought it was unpossxblq to conclude that
the conduct of Sir Fran¢is. BQ eff’%qsfe" ity

howel el ‘thought! the’f'e%:o’\ﬂﬁ Ehe! ‘ﬂm’ fft y against the wor-
th?l ﬁ‘é’t ﬁho had aly ay’ﬁ Bmﬁ’r 4 i e f'tb"ls) 11 :
trd@ Jxﬁé&y talén,té"and dn o }_’pm ’j:'dféi hs'Ri5 € Q’oit ’
difed! Qtif‘{h” ood ‘of the ¢odiitry. jI%é(’Wﬁs i
a bé?f ttel oy _ot)‘ ﬁ'&‘é > S ”h(lfude otig
to, b ”1 pt’éf“ ‘”iil,‘,iftii;‘:’;lg'

£ ! e Bgl{'(;n ) SN e
fei ce o el i

‘theé sever]
rmnohr that’ Si 3 ‘rdet{ .
‘mgtxoif {vaf rxfai& h’ Iéﬁ"‘ I
strength f atgu:ﬁ%t g iSes’é’ d”"
louse woul f}x’t dignity’ 5/ a't
F PiRcrvaL thdught‘; due ‘]ll;théa
’tﬁ;élffgﬁs‘e,‘tb‘ pu! 1s 'f. “attac
inst'the

poxie& the’ on"ihal nigt

§ f“‘\'%_d i il ’éoﬁl’se b

d's6 %ev ele a pum hment a5 WOu“I pI o ab
; 5 3(‘ HL)(} IR

‘fullfr"é" '}i‘cr
) r;] J

’e' e
I3

‘ou BEVS
annergf

tb ut the m
(

Mr'i'

ing: ale.’H”na i’%t’ t'rbrth'e" lower?

'bx’c sphit” his “coniduct” upon  that . ‘occasion.” Hé, had.,
Iea«rued himself to the T reasury, and become a steppmg-stone'

8y a7 ?axké ;
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e
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,of ithie comm(tment of Sir liiauc
~he (the Speakex) signed the, warrant- for his (Su‘ I'. Burdett’s)
I pa

T arious quartm] - o e .
CONF T REFMANTLE thought that the Speaker should state

: cewed it laté in the evemng

'lllg}ﬂ: By 1o

V ’\,Vcéﬁﬁinkte

(48 )

ot correct him, it woqld ;2ppea that it was mtumdated by

what was passing.aut o of, doog.1 tHe'had himself: beenzinsilted

n hls plodccsq{to th UHQHSQ”\ by cries of . Burdettfos ever.”’

- M, V\f3 hn-Fq&e,mspoke'alsa mmfav’our'of‘ theY ‘*R“eq%lu.

2% SR 1DWO ~_‘

--A- Divisions tooks placewuiion *Eéﬁi“l?dlkb c)h’e%%;ﬁﬁr_nﬂiﬁent
.Ayes 80-—A0'é.msttib‘QTl&Ma’]é)lty To1i—=The tw V8 Reé

tions proposed: by‘l‘M&r. Le‘thliridge”were car

s G

Upon ‘thig hotiot as
that Sir F 'Burdétt sh

L 9.15

erstan Sir R. Salusbmy,
be goimmtted to’the Lower,,a de-
£, during which strangensiwere

the: \Amendment 1.592—-«}:‘01‘ the 011vmal Mpt;oxr .i‘S“!f-—-—

H,‘“}';).W’;w
. ot Iud ;_"
cq aing as’
- On Fnddy.dast

ast: ‘eight in the morning, which Tecgdve
to the Seqeant, or ermg him. not to.defer the execution:of it
begond Ty of kof the day, "Wihat followed, the! Sexjeant
would repm 1S the House ; but ‘before the Serjeant was called
to the Bar to.give his 1epmt it was proper for-him; t¢ inform
them “"hat at he. evening, of I'ni N a}d\;‘e(:e_wedJa et
&6 Sn‘ l‘ rancls Bl ’dett, which.the, Hon., Baronét wished
- This he would according lyuio; if

i.t“'i(viif;“pkasule that it bh

s =lnj' i "xl i

to the Huuse the hour at which it had been received: o'}
oHe SRR KhR : had already stated
Fmda,‘y.‘
of'thé w}mle of‘ the occy rence o wl

had tgkena fotes
which: it related, from dibur
at,ten.o’clock on: Friday.
o.said; they
X ad“thege,was 10-ANSWers
ad, by ,the Speaker, asfollaws
(Feturned i due:form : by‘theElectofwof

o,

toiwhich’ hve ("the 81)

o maintain. the Iaws ;and liberties of the.
A cépt&d th“t tlust, 1 never: wﬂl bctxay ite e
B v L ¢ have

" unflersmy pieténce; whatsosvon Lassdnmptiopows s ot ng‘.

. ndt et ¥the dins gerof
To this metion, an. Amendment was proposed: by - ofithesxealm;, and who' havérfioinéie right 184kl iy yself o
tbat the Hon‘ Baronet should be: reprlman&e(d in’ - of Imycanstituents by force; ! thans§ orfit

,,Thg.,House ‘having divided  the numbersweré-—

e gnatter, © bebigba toliedd this

ould be read. [“ Read! rde Yofrom xtm&)ox Pwyt % B
nenz biode 1

,that;the; had;re;- ) - recelvih @i hi e

wvaited A answer,

] ' I‘raac;s Burdeu,' :
‘ (iA mgmed tl:eyjhadyhosen mefasitheirtrustesin
0 1. b - Burdett-was!thétizag: Horiie i é’ 5’3 £ 5?“9 st

(49
< ['have also, asa’ datifal’ subjent-,“taken an oath of alle

the. hmm&adbby:rhwta{vsﬁ aid L-AEveR Wil conseitt; s
miney to'obeyhany st 36 mers,: ‘Who’,’héﬂgtfmy t&thb’éé‘
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'.Lower in execuuon of a \gammt from, the Speaker -of' the © At half past six on Saturday n‘x‘o*mm% he went to er Franeis ©
Housg,of Commens QI:JQI:‘!‘&%PU?PQE Ja & e;stated 19 Sk TAREIS, Burdétt’s® housé,’»and ‘Was t¢ }l‘dq;{t‘ 4h g S tHALHROWas ot at - o
at theysamestime, 3,1 %A"lﬁ _ Eh‘;"g;‘?f’ﬁ?’z nignce hmﬂc'“a‘}‘?b"t‘hat" the’ erva?ﬁt dx‘d“no? kigahy « fﬂ@n”hé?\wiﬂd .
as much-asday 1o lys go}ye{-.m,, Th -had sent b v, Cle- . B returns’ ox'lcéwm "’ih'ai:Sli"annci Hag giihé‘”téf W\Timbl’éﬁﬂn, o
~ mentson, the,, gleput‘}’-seg t;,.,dsf,sxg’mgvblm gam AR oAk if he s t"({)ﬂifdi "t p%h e “’Iéavlng’éi‘“\désse’diréx* 128t s -
Sir-E ranc‘\’q’: J@F“ﬂyﬁsbag hg\heﬁwvA fou o f'} s%&daxy _ Bméf ’é“h ok At Wlmf)ledm‘} h‘é Vas*"" ld Jtha Sx g is
afternoon  he.wag tpl qat the, Hiouse 0 nons, that, &l" X : was!Hot ileré! & tHen® Weit 1o’ hidlisela
. Burdett'h djl'p}U}'ne . “a.xue}' : Sll‘]ﬁl&ﬂCiS\ ll!’ e,f]t the[ a['ShOi . : o ot R
houise, and,saw; ST rangis,, whe that he wou -} Sir PHfidis ac ' taghisi
ready to yeceive hiny afeley il 9iclo _(S%}},@d)’ ) ¥ o
- morning, -Eﬂ“th;m;am %ﬁ;&bfﬂe«:‘V*t‘% the impres a‘z‘?w}‘at R A servahi } Jhe’e , 'd
Sir, Franciswauld go,with him tothe Towe aceab, chauahﬂf - medidt it ol A it ﬂ“&mhe fbtngi
time stafeds, (Mehad,assenisd to this delay befrusen% | whiéh' wa xﬁ’ddy’“boﬁt'se’v‘ ‘
"~ the. Speakeris. gkr,ekcugqs,\to,condugt: imself to Sir r'ﬁ“}ﬂﬁ 10 h“th P(ﬂic ¢
C dettwithuwhat delicac‘y,qogmstem wnh thed harg veral 2t eg;fJ :
‘- duty ,aﬂdbﬁ%llﬁ%h%h}mse,f ‘ ble. I\’Ii)(Clé?ii%iitsqn a,nd hlm
g0 2 Member.o £1;anhamem- < Jnids ‘ thé! %ﬁ 5Ft ‘day’ ,
f te ”the( warrant, th at, mo“t the?"‘ g
Sane hmpo\vpr,;;ohsu;cc; s g A ob. Akt the do i ing$ 1 € '
- and behad: ngﬁra‘ou at e.the. nequxgue a\smgtangjq, qgggxgg—d : b‘éx%ﬁ{f‘ in“tf) ,
© ing that Sam};gaypﬁ,)\;gykl i ed., without any resistr, : ht?zﬂ{ it 0
T ancesty lQﬂ'l,SU: ‘E\LTPIICXS_»B“_ ,~t t'ot' e p ‘ﬂ?)v ) Eﬂ%‘v a8 \
and: acqu ingedih hy stating ‘h tit had beep. cxvi’l"&ﬁ%i W the:
arranged 1 ¥ 18: A ; X 3‘1\? even,the: b housetHa ‘inor ek with' the policetofficérs;and: \
next.day: to;the Lower. - lhe Spealxerj su}‘s Lo exeenLe, : a dépac h‘médtr fc fantry, - "fofcéddan‘emmnce; : :
hls'.’w an m?,d.l;atel)’: and._to apply. at, the, egx etany of : into'ilié HSs 1 theé !polic e:officerk;’ an‘xdfprdceededitw the: gt
State’s;, QOffice, . where; hewas detained some.time., He nest. L rool \vﬁlexe SirFrancis wi'r'xs “He' tolﬂ‘hi‘n’l’ hat” 19'?{ﬁuzs‘tf’ 0’1 o
caﬁed at:Sip - Krancis Buxdett s house, te th g}he s th it nhimediately S o
wis,under; the necessity | of executmg his wauam at fmﬂear ier Siv ‘I‘Fanﬁf‘s gd" -
hoarithan that whijch, Tiad, been mentlonedmw "5l hewed . hl’) : . huﬂ‘t it“’?) aﬂfésted Him in" Coh
the;: wartant Awhich. he read. - Siy Francis then, S‘Wj Ahat he: §  had “éfbre sen and read: Sir Francis, the » 1g+cards? ﬁ;
4 e euli ity of the wargant, m»d thatnﬁ)ﬂ?l}?é,, Bh?ﬂo‘}ﬁ_ , TiaENHIGR B Been provided: for the purposg énd’befdaha, ' “’f
quld mal\e 1 iin. accot the Serje; id : vex%& HitW & the Lteutenant of the: I‘ower. -Ifit'sho Diesr

e

,thai))ﬁ was. |

o | {0, 1es _ . | thit he'h4d'%tted’ or had ‘beéén remmiss in. the: éxecu
Francis qt'ued at the qame nmc, .that, he had LW tl,elg to tha, ‘%

duf Ohéﬁ’l‘us éd ‘the House would" give him‘credit/for hdvmg '

o

@gdllf}’ of the wauan;, Seucant), | act Hhiam the best motives, - Itiwould be‘considered that:thi: - ”

o the Secretary of State’s _‘ eAT Anges. casd W é‘wh Hy unﬁrecedemed -and that he hadacted-from thrat: g

the force. ,Wh‘d’ “'0“]‘1 .be equ}_‘ed ‘° eqab b«“}* | redpE G gl by which- he" thmmhwt bécamé: him 'to.feel: 3”

er, -the iagenﬂs , fot Wby of Parlidment. -—-Wh(,n Si inulcxs told hunothata 3-3

about nineo'clock, andnoartange: . B he Wililld B réddy fgreceive bt at - o

' ment havm(f e ,made,(wx he the Lioyd . Mi}ym for; g.f’orct; 1o i mon‘nh" ’h‘e cel‘t { -
accompany hnn when he ghould»hav entered lhe ¢ nﬁqgs Qf s hit x{rxﬁmur ki » §
the)Cityshe: de;exmmed,,m pufiol e,(eaecutxon ! ,.‘h‘? e R S SN WE RS
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¢ The SpEAKER " said the regular course would be to’ have
. the Report rtead by:the short-hand wrlter, that deﬁclenmes
mxght ‘be ‘corrected. 7 S R
. i'he Report was'thén. read : ot :
+ “Mr, Colinan remaxked t’natvhe had omltted fo stite: that er

S F rancis had coiie into the hoise while the: Messenger was’in

the hallj:and. that the: Messenger 'seivéd the warrant.: The
'\/Iesse(wer wished:to'remain in. the housé, but bemg told that
“he: must: do out,cand not havmrr any’dsmstance near, he had
deparfed =i x e
*Q\Iectioﬁ utitoithe berjeant by M Wll ITBR'EAD j. S
- Q Apwhanhotrion Friday:evening, did; the; Serjeant -inform the
Spcakérx that:SiroF:Burdett mtended resistithe’ warrant ; > .S
coldlockinnial e bl nonofs i
Q&‘Dld hc, «zompggmcate”per onall wul‘
; sonally :

FEaLk

: 6 whi gl he‘apply it
. me“ndirttbi; ‘to go"to"t 6 Secrétarybf State's Office .. To M.
- Begket;' “Und” twol Magistrates who swere: at the Office. . Hg:asked
fora civile ft_ii’gé ndikevise for dn' escort of; cavalry ‘o gtiard 1
caﬂ‘iagex‘w"' 43 whxoh(“the pohce oﬁlcers on:-foot wouldnnot ‘
keepiupe :
“5Q. oW hitanewe dxd; Mr. Beckct uwe L—A He :efe ed mc te_;_
‘ %he’\/la(rlstrates then pxescnt., o SR
Q) Who were they.? Mr. Read 'md Mr. Grzﬂ m
Q Did you see
@, What' passe 4. He told me that M
‘lhe House, aild referr fne to him. % B ,
Q. Did. you ‘tell Him!that Sir F. Burdett mtcnded to resist the
warrant 4, No's"Fhad not seen Sir Franels a senond’ me then. :
- Q. Wheh the Spehker‘desned youto: go ta the Secret:
_ Office; did’you state: that' Sir:Francis mtended ta vesist

B 5 only told him:that eleven o clock next-morning: was, h' d ,pon a_,s

the time 'for conveying: Sir Erangis-to the Tower. R
%+'Phe SPEAKER said, he had directed the: SerJeant to, serve
t,hejwawant hefore ten o'clock, _and not to wait. till mid- day
hours. ' The next intercourse fook place while he was sitting*
‘at that table (xmmedlately before: the Fouse was formed on.

_Friday), when he understood. that the Ser;eant was preparing
to make a report. ‘that Sir Francis had been seized,, He sent.’

‘word to.the Serjeant not toi stop’ ‘there to make his report,. buf.

to ploceed to take him to the Tower immediately. - He heard

- nothing. further:till five o’¢lock, when, the House was’ sittin

n & Com mlttee. : l‘he Serjeant wxshed to speak thh hxm,

conseqneme 9(" the: Speake s recom-i '

F "f{)aer >--A Yes . at the Hc;us ’0 Tudai:"_.' .
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he went 1o, apuvate room fof, Lhat PUIpOse, and his first words
were, & Where is the 1 x'{}(} 1] Laeiit tof the’l‘owar?"
" The 'Serjeant then stated, that ‘e had\andﬁgpd W
- Francis, that he should go'to thei I,‘ow T, a’c‘“’ge'v en”
De

",,H'a, 55 ¢ Possibly v
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%h‘i &'dat
s"thé‘
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tate ;he substance of, kwhat passed 2—d. T stated to

: that. ‘éme force wonld Ise necessary; s ‘chge? re§i’§fbﬂce"sh(mld be
mades  He said that, it would - be proper to. “hav&a: ?mhfarY‘ force. . -
' 1] S tated‘vdn’

_The answer was, ﬂmt t
oath thag; 1${wa'
- thé carriage.

hrmshed’ if ‘1? WEre'
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on
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1 l*rxda)\.‘ No hmg, e‘iCept that:: Mi.: Ryde ‘réferred
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.._A Yes s T laid the case befoxe the Atto
raoey G -
. da}’x and \ecexved his.answer on Sunday f entral o Sutul‘

Q. Have you that.case and ppinion, ?—;—A I hwc the omn;on. B

- The ATTORNEY GENBRALsaid, that he, stated on his first
view of the warrant, that it was not. of a nature’to.sanction,;the
appxehenswn, ‘but to:deliver the body to the Lxeuterxant ofithe :
Tower; the amended copy of the warrant he recelved late on -

’ baturday night, - il :
i Mr. WHITBREAD mquu‘ed 1f lt had been he ﬁrst tune the
earned Gentléman. had been questioned ‘with respect to' the
. }e rfihty of a Warrant signed by the Speaker. '
The Ax TGRNEY GENBRA‘L said ‘hie ‘had ‘no objecmon'
‘answer the queéuon ‘buthe believed it was. not xoper ‘oue
My, WHITBREAD observed’,’ it was’ in'the :
House to determmefon that'subject,

‘After'some observauons ﬂoxn Mr Perceval, {qt was ;agreed

not' to exariine any collateral festin 0y, untll the Hous
. cc_.ased the‘exammanon of the’ Seijednt, [
R he ‘warraiit to the Sefjeant at’ Armslwas fhen read Wil
the.c opxmon of the Attomey (xeneral upon the leg: Lhty of”en
f'orcmor it The ‘opinion, wefit to’ state, that'in’ the cake sub-

xmtted, no mstdnce was stated where the executlori”of su a

individunal’s house ‘being’ broken for the purpose of’ gettméj 0

‘.entrance., He helieved  thete was 16 *such” precedent.’” Tthe
case must therefore be Considered:: dpon. the " only’ pnncxple

W ncl uld alovous, name!y, ‘the Course of‘—ploceedmg
executmu of Wanauts where the K'nrr fva In
e pei'sons

dppomted to execute quch warrams mwht %oxce the01ter

door; the same piivilege’ 1e procés‘s was 1
e whdexe sm;llnects were the party Reasomng upon‘that analody
d ’

and in.the dbbence of any, duect ccase, he did not see. why

;I! ] /<“x

. a warrant as’ ‘that directed:to ‘the Serjeant should not he'e e-'i\

“cuted in tbe same .manner that.a, criminal Ppro ess, ;whene
¥

' Athe *h.lnif was the prosecutor, would be carried i into. cffect; It -
was in thdt view the present case could only .be, c0r151dered ‘
' I

“there  being: no:diréct: autborily to support ils . exvercise. .

It

Ciwvas to be’ ohnewed that the, fullest-notice. shoufd ‘be éiven‘

“to 'the. mdwxdudl whose person: was;ito be selzed of . the pUT-
'port of thcu coming.- Helalso was of ‘o B
Aol l g- pinion; that ,the ro-
pef cer'might call to his-aid,“military.as. well as civilo.,
I'he examinationofithe beucant resuined. :

M{f\v HITBEEAD. Q. What Membexs of Admmlstxanon were :
yresent at the Privy Council lyst night?~=4. There were present, .
.

sord Wdle:ley {“ ””‘Tmﬂf']:, M Perccvql, \Lmd:, Bathurst, West-
v : ST e morela.nd

N

. my opibi-n.fo, enable me to exectite it, oo’

- Jeann applied, as. hé was dxrecte
_communicated to him their doubts o
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'more]and I-Llrrowby vaerpool Camdeu, Mr Dundas, Mr. Ry«

der, and the Attorney General,:

Q. What were the nature of the quéshons put to you at the Coun- C

cil: L, Tehwas intimiated - 10 ‘me thrat: :Government:was anxious to

" ‘ascértain what steps 1 was Abbut to take to-éxecute the warrant; L

wsxvered that ]-was, anxious. to, have a mlhtary iorcu sufﬁuent in.

Q. What answer did the Privy’ Councxl'return ’—-—A That I

shoukd have what I required; ;.= 7 . :
My, PERCFVAL next. commenced hls exammatlop of the
Sex_]eant. Tts main dnf't went to prove,: that the .Governient
werg Teady to afford every aid 10 executg ! the warrant, without
at,.all giving .any: du‘ecuons for the execuuon. When' the,
to the Maglstmtes, they
f* the legality of forcin
1he souter:door, “The Serjeant aokea Mz Perceval . for his. af

‘vice Trelative to the len"lhty of breaking the outer door. Mr, E

Pexcéval would ‘givé no advices. l,mt stated”’ that ‘whatever
;-mights ., emst as - ‘to forcing : the outer door, ‘there
t, in “his opruon, “be any 1elatne to all the interior

Qus.in the. hause. . The Chancellor of the b},chequer further
stated, that, he;.. the Serjeant, . ‘had the daty to exercise; . and
that W .he., “had: doubts upon, the legality of enforcmg the war-

rant,, as his best course to take the opinion of an emment
Lawye He recommended. the Attorney General. -
SirJorN ANSTRUFHER put some questions to  the Sere

‘ i@éat frotn; which. it appearel that the first donbt entertained S

{ the. 1efrahty of the execution of the Warran,
a;ose fxom 3 converéatxon at.the Secretary of State’s Oﬁice.

. }_.;y’rd, :.ngu,xgsfg‘o -—-Q appose you had all the ‘military 1-eans,
farnished by the cretary of State, did you not feel the wh- lere-
‘1111) f thc execution rest ypon youself, 0. much; that if re-

ient fur muxder P—-A [ dld curtamly concéxvn my-’

‘¥ k
" §elf the. responaxb‘e person. -
In “answer, to a question : from N[r. Addm, the Scr]e'mt '

" stated; that he had, on-Sunday,. even the Sheriffs of London

“and Mlddlesex in; ﬂont of Sir blancxs Burdett’s house ; and *
- “that, after he’ had 'shewn them the Warrant, they expressed
© " their re’tdmcss 1o support him, upon the. supposmon that Sirs

l‘ 1.1:1(:19 Bmdett"came out of his House.

. Q.. Were. you-nut told:at the becret.uy of State 8 Omce, on. Frl- S
day, that through your negligence in the execution of your duty you

©mustobe wnsul(,rcd as responsible for all'the consequences —4,

_think: Y.was told: sc, ‘and I felt the Justlce of the observatxon. e

thmk 1 sand so, or somethmg to that eﬁ'ect,

ToH2 - ’V_E.mmmg,d:’

b en lnade,’ and death; ensued; the Wartant being at-
Jllega], won'd you igt have cons&d&-red yourself subl=

e et

St i

i e 2epamert)
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" Exam’ned by Mr. StepaeN.

-Q; When you first saw’Sir ‘Francis Burdett; had you aby reason
ist the éxecution of ‘the

to sippose that'hé had®
\&'ﬁfi'a; :

' any ¢Bjedtion ‘'t the légality '6F the! war-

. RIS ety Bt ey it cctigel s , -‘,y... RASEN .
rant P—4." His'only obsdiVations to e’ Weré, 'a§'as’ [ befdi¢ dtated,”

that he would write to the Speaker that evening, aid that He would

be ready to receivé mé about ‘twelve o'clock: tpon Saturday. *

him ‘to thé Tower, ‘@hd that’ hie'sg'meant it 224, Yes,
' Q. Did you' understand that ‘to be, the meaning of hisa
your {étter also'? . No‘doubt, + it it T

Q. Did you'undéistand that 1 appointmeiit for going with

- Q. 'Didyoti- apprehend ahy resistince at that time in the éXecu-

tion of your warrant >~ 4, No, ‘not.f o SirFrancis Burdétt; -
fromthie multitude ‘about 1did dpprehénd resistance. -
Q. Was n6t your expéctation of Sir Francis Burdett’

pliance

time’ you saW him on
- would go with me.’

Q. Daydu're
Francis Burdétt ¥
- have a€6py' oF it at

e'l d;

-can repeat’ it I't 'iflrk——l

ve a'¢opy oF Y af ligine—It was sothetliing to this effict-ll ap-
prised S'r Franeis Burdett ‘that T'hidd received a-warrani the

8 jeakeérforhisicommittal to the Tower; v (
+Serjeant at. Arms to'execute; 1 ‘requested tovknow apvwhat hour I
should: wait upon:him:in order to accom pany:him-.there. =

.

S ,Harye:youAncwvth‘e_‘answerr:i'u;;iyoura|’mssess_i‘qn b—di:No
after thanking :me, for . what _he.described asimy: palite: letter ; he
 stated, that he would.write to,the Speaker that evening, and would.
ready to receive me about:12 o'clock upon Saturday.” ... :
& ]}Yh,ai‘; precise amiount of, mihtary foice.did you conceive pecess
ary, of require lo enabl U tg éXucl ur e
opihion upon this Subject a time miist depend-upon the
e town, and 'the appearanice of a disposition to resist me
Q. What precise number of military did you' régnire-at a

-

‘military assistance: was
- State’s Office. .

“on’ Iriday afternoon at: the” Secretary’ of

=2 Q5 Did. you make ‘any.other anplication: for. the. ‘same’ purpose; -

when, and io what amount ?
fantay and 500 cavalry... ... v 4o
n . Bxamined by My, PERCEVAL; . - :

-4 Xes 5 Jast night Liequired 300 in-
" Lo P H P

Q. théxi you on Friday dppliéd at’ the Secretary of State’s Office,
tead.tell you that you ought to make arrangements with

cort throngh the city }—4.. I believe it - -

cred before that 1 had not theén made

~did no! Mr, R
- the Lord Ma or'as'to an.: es¢
‘was upon Friday, and I'dnsw
such‘an‘arraggetnent, 1< #4700
© - 'Q.7Did not Mr. Read then state'to

without

eason for not.taking him into custody at the <
“Friday 2—4. I 'cértiinly did expect that he

amined by Sir Peren Mogray, 500 Cle
ALY I v, Ay oy SETERS L DS [ <L
ect the tefms of ‘the letter you addresiéd to Sir

hich'it belng'ny diltyas

3 ,bﬂt

cute yo r warrant 2—4. My - “
state of

t 1t any time,
when ‘and' 16 whom' did%you’apply ?=-4. My ‘first application for

to:you'that ‘without a ¢ity Ma-. =
gistiate to attend the'military you could’ not-go into the city——that

R

~. trates ceny
_doubt

-+ 'Q. Did the Sheriffs

. Mr: WairBrEAD could see no

" the House it would be for,the House to decide.

(87 ).

© without a. Mai;‘isﬁ‘aie tfbe;mili_téry} would probably refuseto go on,
" and that therefore acity Magistrate
* character ?=~4. Noj; I under

‘should be provided toactin that.

at the, objection respecting
the military going through the city

igh the. city proceeded from the Tord Mayor: -
Q. Did not Mr, Read say, that neither he of any of, the Magis-
rates cennected with Jim. could atlend you into'the city ?—d

' Examined by Sir CHARLEs BURRELL. . -0
“shew any didposition toimpede-or to refuse
you any assistAnce in the execution of the warrant ?—-A. No';ltihe’y‘ :
were very-civily oo T T R e
Q. Di};l"yo'uapercei\’fé any difference 'inthe conduct. of . the, two

“assistanc
—4."Th

was any,one more yeddy than the other to assist,you ? |
vas a_conversation between them as to’the mapner of

e ino
exeenting

aid for carrying the warrant to effect, there was no difference
ir disposition, - Indéed, 1asked nothing particular of them,
U Examined by Str GrorgE Hinr, o :

o Q Task Y(-Su,' whether from.the. conduct of Sir Francis Buardett

. S s Wi i rer’ to your
“when, you saw him -on Friday, coupled -with his answer toy

" note, you did not expect that he would on-Saturday go to the Tower

wit e Pemdd 1t - 50 € .
Here the Serjeant was ordered-to withdraw. . . ©-~ . .
“Mpr. WaHITBREAD .wished to ask the !Attorney. General,

-you without.any resistance o=, I thought so ci;rtaxﬂnl}y. S

©wh etherany communication had been had withbim ? whether

“he had been consulted upon the subject of the Speaker’s-war-

* rant, at'any.time, and; by whom,»'})'eforet the CE}S?\:x}{asi sub-’
- ‘mitted; to kim.on the part of the Serjeant at Armg? .. > = -

'Fhe' ArTorNEY GENERAL said, that he had no objection

-whatever to answer; if the House desired. it.- He was, as Ate . ..

torfiey General,” ordered "to‘attend and consulted by his Ma-

. jesty’s Council, ‘upon  Saturday evening, and. h)s""advtllc;c : a%d o
. b P N . N . DR et . . IS
his“answers to_the'questions -put to him were such as he -

thought it his duty to give. "o .

C ‘ Antiats L ‘ -
.answer.-his question. as to.the nature. of '-he Learned .chﬂ?

-~

- man’s.advice.

- - 'The SEEAKER ibx\bser\“re(i’,‘“ that _the Learned Gentleman

‘havingideclined to answer, and " deferred to the judggme‘-p.t»of

- Mr. Wra1TBrEAD thought th'e"-qjqéﬁsgionxxklnp(‘)rtavqit,! ._;tkh‘ere-v
- fméplessedlt BRSNS ‘ :
T CHANC

<

" the Hot \.ef‘o‘i’;gﬁt,‘t"(‘x-prés‘s};t_ﬂliis',questan.; L

 precedents for . the examination of - Privy.Counsellors by that

" Housé ; and he maintained that the interrogatory under dis-

e cus'siox}_ ‘

!

the warran 'ﬁyhex,\ﬁ{';ife‘a‘tu.ﬁ:l‘m‘,?%f_‘yﬁhe“"I saw.them. “As .

ground for declining to

Lo of the Fxcurauen doubted whether

"WHITEREAD observed, that there were numerous




'

( ey

cussion ‘relited to a point of such importance as demanded the

fullest. “explanation, '.particularly .respecting - the . Warrant.

When it was recollected:that . Westminster had ‘been-for so. |

* many days.in'd state of tumult and commotion=-ihen somie
- of:the King's subjects had.been actuilly slain—-and when this

“was'alledged. to resultin-a great ‘measure from Ministers not. -

having done their.duty, ‘could it be pretended that such:a case

3

© did-not call for inquiry in :évery quarter.in which information
L R T PRI »

.. could:behad ? i sl

[N

" Mr. PErRcEVAL-denied. t'hatil\'/li,nisters'-pl‘zt-» any,qlu'_cst‘ion', to

- his:Learned Friend as ‘to the validity:of the: Warrant. +

. Mr; WHITBREAD said; that in -mentioning the:value of

! the Wirrant, he'meant the extent.to which it could:gos=that
'is, the power of executing it on its boasted omnipotence.:
Mr.R. Dunpas expressed his astonishment at hearing,

" ‘and from the quarter opposite; that his -Majesty’s Government '

should be chargeable with dny blame for not.interposing their
authority, . a mandate to direct or:.controu] the gonduct of an
.Officer of thatHouse, o 0 g 0 0 e
'.After afew-more observations from.
-Chancellor of the Exchequer, the latter:withdrew his objection

to the examination of the Attornéy General—and the Learned -~
- Gentleman statéd.in reply:to Mry,‘Whitbread’s question; ‘that -
“on Friday moriing—~on iecollection he begged to say,-Sattir-

»

“day, heattended the Cabinet-Council, and being called wpon
. for-hisopinion as’ ta:the legality of :breaking open -the :outer

. door-of Sir‘Francts: Burdett’s house, i order to execyite the

Speaker’s warrant, ‘heirequestedtime to consider: it,” Hefelt.

‘it to’'be quite a_new question, and being unacquainted:with -

“any cage to which such:a difficulty arose in the mode ofexe-
- ciiting such-a warrait; ‘he had no: precedent to ‘refer: to,-but-

" “reagoning from analogy asto other warrants, -the tendenc yaf
" his’opinion was, the door.ought to be broke open for the pug-

‘pose of executing this warrant. - This impression.was'the re-

. gultof the: best consideration which he could-giveto the case,

‘ahd thiere he told the Serjeant at Arms; that -he would be justi-
“fied-in’ breaking open: the door,: ‘But ‘at the .samie time, he

statedthat he could giveno decided opinioiis as far, however, '

“as his opinion went, which was.grounded not upon.authority,

. but reasoning, he‘thought:thie’dosr might be broke open. -

- oMr. WhiTBREAD.—Qi Have you statedall ‘that:passed at thé -
'Council upen the subject of this wartant?4.- 1 alsostatéd go-the
“Serjeant.at: Arms -the consequences of 5o executing the warrant il -
‘10t justified jintlaw. 1l a rconflict; were to ensue.from which any

- death should:follow, L observed, that the Serjeant would or would -

- notbe justified. according as the mode I have, described of executing
he warrang should be deemicd ‘legal ‘or illegal 5 and T think I also

\

Mr. Whitbread dnd the

stated,

st_até'(l; that if auy thing should happén to: the:Serjeant himself; it

_must depend upon the legality oFillegality of thé mude.of execnting.-
the warrant;, whether any person ‘shiould: be Criminally:r '
- for the gonsequences.y i B LHmus oo Gl

1. MroWaHiTBREAD observed,;that.if the;House

Ml :

&

“in possession‘of -all the information desired;upon: this su
7. An:Hon. Member moved, that.the Messenger'who accoms-
panied the Serjeant at Arms to Sir I. Burdett's ‘house.on Frt:

* day night,’ should be called:in and éxamined, -

“Mr.- Jacos: took occasioniito ,«pbs_erv,’c,?:»._that;;._t,hf:‘ nquuy

" should:take a wider range than Gentlemen appeared to havein. .

contemplation.. . The object oftall thesinterrogatories seemed
to be tocriminate the Serjéant-at Armsy the Ministers, or

~ the prisoner, ofto.expase.any of his secretiadvisers, whethe

~ Members of that House or not (4. loud cr of name, nan

‘Mr. WHTTBREAD begged to submit..a.few, observations

k.

gpon thé insinuation of the Hon. .Gentleman, wich was cer-. -

tainly by o ‘means dagk ot difficult:to.be.undetstood. . The

Hon: Gentleman. concluded; heimust say; mot very, liberall; o
NeERE d; Ypetl Y. beratly

_ that any:private advice.given:to Siv F. Buidetty o) his late
‘proceedings; was bad..: Now-he happened . to .Bave ;is-own
‘name;isetidown; in the newspaper,:not as.among;the

- but as among the visitors of Sir I Burdest sand h
- would:nat-be:deemed less:honourable:inihim to 75 tha
was one of the.yisitors of :the:Hon." Baronet; . than it-was. i

his Learned Friend nearhim, - (Sir.S.. Romily,). to correct; the

' erroneous.mention of. his.name. " O Saturday. evenj, g:last .

" he visited, the Hon..Baronet, in company with another-Mem, -

. }Je'xf[of;?)tha,t';Ho,us_e,«gwho:wa_s; better:acquainted with. the Hon,
- Barongt; andshe did Ustate such: considerations. to ithe -Hon,

He mentipned. what: he himself would have.done under §imil;ip

- the:Haon. Baronety and offéring the advice-he did,!; In making

promote.what: he.conceived a desirable good.. e

7 Mr..Jacog.disclaimed ady. personal ‘allusion.. His obsers
tion being:confined.to gt afii oot T Ly

~ MriPonsoNBEY.said; that. whrtever were the

“ot fentlernen, onld he

‘mannet anddeportment of that Hon. Gedtlemin in thecourse

of- his' speech ivas: ‘ 1

i

professions

. segond

)

bject,
“he would move to have.the Minutesof the Evidence printed. . =

rls '

he
Prisoner, and for:this purposé only one witness, was examined. .
‘Nothing had as’yet been gone into-tosaffect:the criminality.of .-

‘Bavosiet:as he.thought would haveaninfluence’upon his mind. - .
circumstances. - He felt he had done his duty in calling: upon

Lt L P A AN x . Vo H
~ that eall hie/ acted in compliance . with the soligitatigns.of; a
friend;:and. he felt, that far from .doing evil; -he was likely.to -

here could beilittle: doubt,: thatthe

most’ ynfortunate, if they were ‘meanito =
. . . - . " P . . - R P e A -




' tainingthé . pubhc peace P

o (. 60 ) :
second the construction: which that. Gentleman wxshed to have
“put upon his: -words:iiiHe (Ml\.;iionsonby) wouldl confidently
appeal to the'House; :and;askpifithere was one more sithin.its

- walls, who would take upon him to declare, upon- his' hongur,
that'he did not believe
a charge of giving'secret 3 |

- some 'Member:sof}, thdt House- Hear, bear 1y Aﬂ wehat
could have beei:meantsby:such-an imputation ?:: -FHe.did ot
hesitate toisayy thatsit: Wasfanmnputatlon tha could not\»be

\ too speedily retracted.  (Hear, bear!):: 1) =

o My Secretary Ry Bx;stmtedw’that he rose to:vi i
) NIaJesty s Minisfers! ffromethe:attack that had been, made ij’pon
them; and to:vindicateithes privileges of: that: House;:which.
had been: so. gtossl 230y mpled upon;:: The Serjeant atArms

~ had-been described as the agedt ofMinisters. . Howygdid ahat
appear:?: [ Niote ;surelyx.m itheobedienceiof that-Officer:té’the

. suggestions of thé-Ministers. Much had been said ofgwhat
‘ the Govemmem nad» omltted ,to (lo but herwould )

; one; ihezm,s-

- cutxve,powerm\tas;concerned\1 5
- allegaliwarrant, so fartheiaid ofithie hxecutw'
wantmd. -+ The.Ciyiliahd D Militasy Powerhad; been,caued forth;

- and where, he would ask, was the dbject in lnsntmg upon Mi-
‘nisters - undeﬁned and il supported - accusations of  not main-

+What - effect had.“such: :Charges ?

Had not soine of the- speeche°’ they had heard  a tendengysto
excite-popularirritation, and give rise to disaffectionss o Order,

.. 'Ordeirly He concluded by- expressmg his.earnest hat

“all the proceedings of Government on this momento
ness were in detail before the House.: arth s

o Sir JorN-AnsTuTHER &sked if there- was- a man who

R doubled that this business had been: brought upon the House

by Mlmste's, and‘if their influence had not bee I

of proguring the decision that Lad been ultimately.dete

- on (Order!)  He was not out of order—he spol\e of thei
. fluencé in that House as ‘men of talents and 1espon51 1

" He'censured  the sort of advice given to-the Serjeantiby thie

Ministers, it amounted to this<~% Go.and execute your war-

rant; you shall have all possible aid both civiland military— .

But-then-we cannot sa¥ holv far you may lawfully- go—neyer
: mmd howevex, do your duty, and it is;no matter whethérin

the évent you are hanged or.10t. for the attempt,” " (4 laugb.)
-~ Mr. Dunpas. explessed ‘his sincere . regret: for. the violence- -
~'done to Sir-John Anstmther 'S house, ‘but he'denied that Mi= -

pisters hiad any reason to anticipate;-and to provide against-the -

.+ Mr.

_unexpected 1e31stan<,e on the part of er K. Buxdett.

hatithe Hon. Gentleman anshed tQ aﬂix .
dob AT

wwontend,

ponionsINANETIND

prmtedx a."ong w1th the evidence now. adduCed.w-Oxdered

(e ) .
Mx. W. WyNNE contended, .that ‘Ministers were 'bound

' to _provide. against all. conseqnence's-.resultmg from a measure -
~ which they had taken such pams t

revail: upon the. House to

ado Lol ;
'The ‘A ‘TQRN@Y GENERA‘L vmdlcated\ the conduct of
Mxmstcrs againbt, the charge of remissness. a .
“Mr,C.W. WynNE argued “that- Mlmsters should have .
been aware of the validity of.the;warrant, -and.of; the. mode of
executing ity before:they. proposed that such a measure, should
be. adopted by the House. . ' ‘ S
. Sir. M:'WooD. defended the conduct of Mnustex;s, T
.. Mr.:SHARPE, from; the obse(yauons which he. hunself had
been enabled 1o make, was - of". opinion that ;all the: .CONSE~
quences: resulting from the., xneaauxe Whlch had been adopted
were imputable to Mnmsters.. S e FIR IR
; The_‘mouon for callmw in the: Messenuer was then wlth-—

1. WH ITB REA D moved that the papers and ev1dence be.

vfore the House be. punted.- Lt PTIRTE N

TheSor1cITOR GENERAL for Scotland \Vlshed that a let-
ter from' the Serjeant to Sir F. Burdett;and his:answer thereto,
tiot 4t vpresent  before the House, . should be presented, and

i

, Tuesday, .d';t)rzl 10. ’ 5 B !

the Day. INEIRE g
... The SPFAKER observed that the Hon. Gent. who moved

; the adjournment of the debate : last night (Mr.-'W, Wynne) |

was. not present s it was -usual fo wait to know Whether he'v
would resume the subject or not. ' R D
“Sir Jorn NEweoRT said, his Hon. Fuend moved the -
adjoummenh the House to look at the letter, and he believed,.
if he were present, - it was not hxs mtentxon to make any mos:
tion on the subject. S
“The-Order of the Day havmg been called for, the:Speaker;_

‘read the Order, ‘that the debate be now resumed; -and inform<'

ed the House that the question was, ¢ That the léttel ot Sir:
l‘ rancis Burdett shiould be laid on the table.” .
“Mr. CurwEen - entertained the same principles: w;th those_
who malntamed the authon\ty and suppoxted ‘the privileges of
the Housel - Ever since he had.a seatin Parlxament there ‘was:
no mdn more steady’ than he avas-in supporting a/moderate.
Parlxamentary Ref'oxm, the:: necesslty “of. which- hes ay’ all ipe-
1i0ds supportéd 5 buthe ‘was . persnaded: that; it-wascnot Res.
form that the Hou. qu‘onet wnfhed but ~:,om<:4;hmfr elue. “No-
1‘11210.
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4should be' leady i gvery street'of this vast’ metr po]ré"
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IEAINIAT

jest
which took place in e mEtioy
st afflicting ga»'ﬁ’

ofial ;ha atule

He thought the coh et

ly"¢ _\'il'pv‘ble.

,"i‘rihls opint 2’“}1&
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‘t,‘ ﬁfﬂ 4 'i:f ?g
¥ for the Puirpose of'pr6e
ciple of the law,
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mitlds Of MIALteds

; 1 ie wa1rzmt,
bcc111ty aad‘ /e"attubuted all tHe ﬁuSchreF aewalL
SirJonux’ £1 ’ 3 )
a» fo,the pnv1leges of the’ Houde 'for ‘issuing a Warra{nt‘?‘"\nor
d e think any doubt 1e&named 45 to the ‘e’of x'”d i xib'
- He thought, ¢ 3

'n,that oced

}' su J 0 n”dbjiclﬁdé&b say-'

uwht‘silent’ contempt wa thé’ nor '“sufta‘lfxle vs?ay
. ‘A’/J}:Jl)f)]‘l i

mng to whqt he concelved a

hich Had beet ‘takén by soine Géhtlet’;‘ngﬁ’of
e ‘the

, whlch, for the lasy four days; distirb
Could any forésight, ‘any plépziratlons,’
¥ - neéasures be adopted by which

i

vent the breakmﬂ of'wmdow», or even''t
ination” of ‘indiyidials 2
16'such. mtelfexence cou]d take Pla: 3

NO ‘!qu_

propose.

'*l;xadf?‘ by
p ie If'th Th’e’ ouse,
14 § axsé xtsﬁélf' 1t the ‘estéem of the ¢dufitry,
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ind séireh
s’e({he’ ce' ¥ M CARI i
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oSS

(6 ) )
'proposc a Resolution, asan amendment to the present motion;

to th eﬂ'ec ST TR ,{»' JqRIRIAL
; the Lettex OE:Sl(r\Ef‘ fcis, ﬁurgl, L, Iaddre sed go the
SIS -lhla. h b i 1 ﬁ'G g

]

5 s

b (sl i

| sk Lah akrayation bi b formé

§ the l"g"‘leg‘?s QQQ"?’:ﬁQHﬁ‘?ﬂ& ; omn'niolns.\ ‘S

g ' tum}l}"ﬁ?é Sbyz anul gl‘ 8. t'&fm‘ ‘t "-.!‘:h\“'l
it appeared that the war rant had bee execut
cmmmtted to the Tower,. t@g_\"ﬁogtsei wau d

l;(‘u

@;{pf’}mﬁd

w‘tyi,:lg%n

' { ekpding

W & 1sposed to consider.consequenges s .

% rpetises, and felt th exﬁqfu’gh; {o

}Ef d %amst re51stance t(l), the | S]pe
b . 1

i ‘I‘I Do
ass

.

gl

c nsuie tlpn of the. Rl
is; that he knew not what advic
edent. whatever in which this wz vant had beeu
Lér ad, fémng to the conduct of Ministers con-
ng the Speakex s warrant into execution, and
Tiots in 1780, the Hon, Gentleman hoped

nc'e would teach the House the’ propriety of
ing from. passwnate decisions=—that 1t would
not .a self to, be provoked into yage by such a miserable
plocfuctxon as that of Gale Jones, whlch led to, so‘much evil—
that it, would,not enable such a man to occasion_trouble, by

céépmg{t e
' }tj}p aifa

oul) “not be f'orward to notice frivolous libels, and
osé pnvﬂewes into question among the penple for

ne they did or ought to exist. ‘As'to the’
s which arose out of the 1 recent dlsturbdnces, he
1sted they would be mquued mto, and the 1esult

EA};ER ‘conceived tha.t it was meant_ to 1mpute to»
Ject of duty., It was stated that while the House

Ltm& ufion Tuday mght he was informed of Sir }.* rancis,
ﬁt’s mteuuop to resist. the'exequuon of hyx_s,mwam ant, and
‘he ought 10 have notlﬁed tha

tothe Hmme.

a .
| " The Hon, - Membi 0 Ma ade the observarion, Explamed
~ Lord TEMPLE complamei'd of ‘the 1

evmced

into the weak: hands of an angry Minister—

potent va Cxllatmn; .

i s
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evinced in'thé whole"
this business. - The:Sefjeait, had appliet
‘Secretary vfsState forithe HomeDepariment,and by*him had
been referred to'his  depity, MrsBeckets MixiBecket ‘refers

; ‘Secietapieof Stdte; and the Sécretary: of Stitbrefers

h-¢ivilrand!inilitary,
‘ { . declared to” , 1
. the first/ingtandeyswasinot granted till-the fourth-day:aftér the
issuinglof theiwarranttill: Monday morhing. = Suchhad been
the hesitating' imbecility: 6f "Ministers, that they:eould:;not
‘bring:themselvesvtoiact withvresoliition; “even’in:prasecution
of their own measures.” The.'Seijeant  was referreditto-Mr.
Becket; whdireferrdd hiniito M.’ :
MriiBecker, 2:Was thisaline'op ;
“of.wisdomior 6f ejiergy? “He should vote for the ‘Amendment.

rsuiassistadee’both

"The ArTorNEY GENERAL saidj-that if ‘thesotcasion -

- should-againfocelirsheswould' givs the' sgne vote hé had al-

ready givenvoiHe contendeds: thiatthe Séctetary forsthe Hlone
Department; sosfarefrom’b ulpablein having referredsthe-

would-have been culpable’if hie had:not done sos 7o %o
it Jomy Siicn 1 said, if that he could ‘hav
any conception‘that-the Hoh: Baronet ‘could have:been-capable
of:proceeding sofar, he would have been the.last man‘inithat
Touse to have compromiised its authority, by: accedingito’ the
adoption“of-any other than'the most rigorous:proceedings::: If
everithere had been conduct'more disgracefal thantany other
“thatthad yet come under:the cognizance of the House,

that'ofthe Fon. Barenet.! =7 7ol 000 i
mert throughotit had been highly culpable, .

Serjeant tolthel Civil: Magistrate for advice.and "aidystHat he

FOJUET A2l

e

)

- Captain Pak ¥E R €ould ot help expressing his wishy that

SirtFrancis Burdett.
Sir SAmuzrL Rom
plained: o7 e T e ST R
- Lord PorCHESTER, 'Suggestéd the propiiety of omitting
the word. ¢ aggravation™ in" the: resclution proposed:  The
condutt of Ministérs, he thought had been most ‘reprehensi-
blei'iFo their fliictuation,’ rashness, improvidence, and inde-
~ cision, were 'tobe traced all the “evils' that had :occurred
throughout that degrading and unfortunidte ¢ontest... "
© MrsSTERHEN lcohceived, sthat Ministers were hardly dealt
with,:inhaving: their ‘conduct s strongly atiihadyeited upon .
in a'question”{o'which they ‘were not parties. *He said, that
S oS , in

the-House would: adopt thi proper course at 'ohce; -and expel”

LY andiCe}ptain PaArkE

onduct  of . Ministers throughout -
aiit at:Atms. had: applied - to  the .

ssidtance wasinot fo say promised,

be: nectéssary in’

Reid,” who réferted him to.
nduct, characternisticeither

formed

dt was

MILY thought that the conductof Governs

, - ( 65 ) :
in the Couts of Law the right of breakinginto the house on
warrants for, contempt:had been greatly-questioned, and it had
been: held, that if of a crimifial-natures the brgakxpg waslaw-
fuliif nofc’),.:,ﬂllag;it_W‘a,sy,x’l,lega]».) S el e

“Lord: s mprE-and SirSiRoMILLYexplained, .~
M€ We W ynNE:said; Ministers;hadallowed Piccadilly
to beiiinthe possession of the;mob for twa.days, and:the houses
of several.gentlemen to be destroyed 5 andut.was: not till -an
attack:was treet M ‘ as
thoughtiof 1. He -contended; that it jwas the duty of Gentle:
men opposite: to have instructedithe Serjeant; as to-the modeof
exéeuting the warrant, with: ?lv;hom ;
ofidommiment had originated. RSB R 2
s M JoGBErESFORD was convinced::the.Hon, Baronet
had:published his letter, in-furtherance of aslong settled: pur-
poserhie had'entertained, ‘to:set :the "(Qoqntx_'ay»-‘at varla}nce,’l apd_
to) ‘r@'_dlic‘e.‘a‘;z_r.e._Yolutigui,;:_w_.;t R T L _..;., g ' .
,;_gflmd MivLron agreed: that the-letter tothe Speaker was'a

P T
PIVEL ey T

* greataggravation of the offence; of: the Hon. Bdronet. = -
%d Mmigm’r'rﬁni«m‘o;& iwas surprised-at: the'speech of, the ‘;Ifon, '
ands sTieanied »Gentleman . opposite.(Stephén);zand: was: de~

cidedly of opinion; :that: much-of -the blame agls_}‘xlg-,:sfrp‘xilr‘x :’th've:
latersanguinary: proceedings must fall upon:Ministers. - here
wasa:cireumstance which: he.could not reconcile in. the con-
duot of the:Hon. Baronet, and it was this,. that the- vHo_n.- AB.a-'
ranetihad been attended from : the first: to the. last.of /his: un-
constitutional:proceedings by: the brother-of a-notorious s‘traxtoxf"
(Z:ém-',‘:zbear,!:)ﬁ ‘He did ‘not mean to -say:that the treason of

one :brotheriwas: to-be inferred from the streason of anft,’)th.ér.; f
He did not wish to be understood to say,.thatRoger O'Con<

| nonwds astraitors.: But, this he would say, that it 'was unbe-<
* cominga person in the situation of the Hon. Baronet to chuse

st v 0. cause
and select as-his bosom: friend, -the brother of: Arthur,O’Con-

nor:s He declared, that he did disclaim the ~Hon. Baronet

O ETy 0CCasion.. . it T e s
" QColonel Hurcuinson said he could not acquiesce 1n el=
theriof the motions: now proposed to be founded-upon the let-
ter'of the Hon:, Baronet. - .He thought the House \chargeab]e.
with-hardship against Mr. G.' Jones, -and.he acquiesced in the

from the bottom of his heart, vand that he Wopld’ Qppdse hfl'm,/’ ‘

correctness of ‘tha-arguments of :the Hon. ::B_aronet; therefore

should:not:support the motionw: @ - -

Mr. Cunwex. briefly: replied: to::some : observations of

" the s preceding - speaker;. ‘and-. said; -he-had -noobjection to

withdraw his propositiony: as his.only. wish:was to'get an una=
pimous decision of the House .upon the letter of the an’,
~ Baronet. : - «

as.made on - Downing:Street-than.any. resistance was -

she thought;: themeasute -

M 4%

e e
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o Mr. WriTBrEAD could not assent to have that motiony

withdrawn, as it was the, only:Amendmentito which ke could

conscientiously give his asgent, . . T T
Mr. Goocn expresséd his' uitmost abhorrence of the con-

lace would soon see his conduct in the same light: - . -

- Juord Cocr ANE felt.conscious that he'could fidt'be tharged

with any desire tp:throw; the. country:into astate of\iritestine

€ommotion, -however he might feel it ‘his duty: to disapprove

duct of ‘the: Hon. Barariet, iand thought ‘the misgiided popu-~

of some part of. the conduct-of+that House. He was free to.

-state, that in his judgement, the House of Commons_ was not
warranted. in commiitting Mr, G.* Jones for an o’Eeﬁéé”ﬁégniz'a;
ble by the lawsiof. the country;: r that it§ officer :

- eution:of -a warrdnt issued by its order “was justifiec
ing.into the House of any of his ‘Majesty’s subjécts.; He

- not-think it legal.in that House to employ ‘a'military force for
the execution of 'its warrant=Za-measure -adopted’ in the case
~of the Hon. Baronet, =~ . " e R R
Sir CoBurasn, vindicated the conduct of the li;;litay}{; as
mostiexemplaty.inv<their forbearaice under "the 'inf'zfiﬁgg)i{g in-

sults of-a ‘rascally. mob; amongst whoin, he wias pro
a gingle:decent: ‘individual  was. not to'Be seen. . S _
assassins, :who:had; even: in' the wvicinity of that House, on
last night, fired at. an Officer of the Guard;. through; #hose
hat the ball had actually passed. - He reprobated the conduct
-of- the. Hon.:Baronet. fronx first to last, and'declared “that he
would have surrendered himself to be put inirons, rather’than
be the cause of one drop of blood being shed.: =/ <
_i»The guestion was loudly called for, and strang
cluded. In .the mean time a conversation took pla

relative

to the.manner in which the motion should bév&qudéif,; and it"

being at length understood that the Amendments moved
‘should not appear on: the Journals, the Speaker said he would

give directions accordingly, and -the quéstion’ was put as'an

‘original motions: *¢ “Tthat the said Letter is a high and flagrant
breach of. the Privileges of this House; but'it appearing’ by

~ the Report of the Serjeant, “that the Warrant for the commit-
tal- of Sir. Francis Burdett to the "Cower has been executed,
this House does not think it necessary to'proceed further in
t‘he bll,SineS_S;""f-' RE TR ’; A e .
- This -motion: was agreed to nemine contradicente.”

n ] | NARRATIVE

 From:the, passing,of .
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. Entrance into the Tower, “and othe
TSP : v s cepd o e

edy b

3 s oy } e
iﬁbrnir,lg'; )tbestho A prilysil 810y at: fh?:lf« past:
~as soon as.the diyisionswastkniowny Mr. Jones:

panied. by Mr; RogeryQ?Connory: who'had te-
t at the House.of Commons;:set/offdn. a’postss
edon, and informed:8ir. B, Butdett,.of the iréa
ounted:his honse;;and vodé:toitown,: the':

the othér two returned in the chaise. - Sir Francisifoundiailets: -

Colman, the Sexjeant at-Axms, -acquainting him :

ceived. a. Warrant: signed i by: the.Right-Hon.
of ‘the House of Commons, to.arrest::and ‘convey:’
‘Tower,; and. be;begged. to. kilow:when he imight -

- that.it-was, his wish to-shew hiin-the sutmost
re'spegf‘! .gga‘ therefore,-if .he. preferred to: take'his. h(?'xfs‘e;g‘r;drz
ride to'the T'ower, he would meet him there.—Toi this-letter;

wrote.an answer to the following effectd -

ter from e

i

ey b

e ’On my fe{urﬁf'ffomf-Wimbledon,v' I found ~:y'0ﬁz~’-’poli{¢ "-létt o
and shall be happy to. receive you. here .at. twelve:o’clock to
_row.—I remain; S .
Piccadil
‘Befdre: this
hiumself
warrant’

Sir, your obedient humble servant;: -

Mt

‘1810.
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" rcould bé : déli\;elr,é:dx, Mr Colman

1t

: artest_him.  Sir Francis said. he had: received’his

letter,; d weritien an answer, in.which be told-limi that
he would be;ready’ to. feceive him the, next.day at 12:0’¢logky
upoa.which Mr. Colman politely bowed and - withdrew, .~

" About seven o’clock in the evening his friend;: Mr: ©!Con-

not, went: toithe Tower. to see. that preparation’should:‘be
maderto receive him, as Si_t-'»,,}f*_‘_xja_vr_)cgs;ggr\ltenaxn{_:d;no:‘doubt.ubut,:
that the next:iday the Serjeant at Arms would-come  withia::
force . to: compel ‘him.. to. surrender. - Mr.. O’Connor- saws
Colonel Smith, who told him that every preparation had beer
made-for his:reception; that the house next to, his. own had
been well aired; and that from a sense of duty as wellas of
REERE o ' ’ regpect

« FRANCIS BURDETT:%

n*came’
_Trancis's house, and.told . him . he: héd g




‘

~ be his prisoner. .1

sort to force, as it is my duty to execute the warrant,

shewn up. e

' fespgct, he might depend eyety attention shouki be paid to

Sir Francis. ;1 cov 0 fonue i [
~. About eight oclock the same evening, Mr. Colman ‘and a
Messenger came back to'Sir Francis’s house, and the Serjeant
told him he’had recgived;a sévere reprimand from the Speaker

for not execufi_hg the warrant in the morning, ‘and'i'f’:maining
with Sir Francis ;.and he hoped:that he weuld. now submit to.

Sir Francis answered, that he was sure the Speaker would

“not, upon consideration, think.him to blame; for that it

would not have been in his power to remain with him ; as,

withodt any personal offence to him, he (Sir Francis) would .

not have permitted him to'remain, © v o i o
~. The Serjeant at Arms’said, * I shall be obliged, Sir, to re-

_Sir Francis answered, ¢ If you bring‘an. over-whelming

force,. I must submit; but I dare not, from my allegiance to-
- the King, and my respect for his laws, yield a voluntary sub- -
“mission toéuch a warrant—it is illegal.”” = =

.The Serjeant again urged him to pérmit him to remain with
himeoo o T S LI AP e : RV
~+ SirFrancis said, © You must léave my houses but I have -
written a letter to the Speaker, which, if you please, you may

“take:with you, and deliver it—it contains my resolution’as to |

your warrant.”” - ot SR S
" The Serjeant begged leave to. decline taking charge of any -
such letter : he said he had already incurred blame by not ex-
ecuting the warrant, and he should be considered as more cri-
minal.df he carried any letter. in contradiction, to'it; and he.
withdrew. =~ .* : R L
_ Sir Fiancis .then sent thé letter by his own son, Robert |
Burdett, a youth of 14, and bis brother, Mr. Jones Burdett,

_to the Speaker 3 and it was accordingly delivered at 10:0’clock

atnight. 0 <0 0 oo ¥
- [For that letter seeabove, p.48.] .
- In the course of this night, much tumultuary indignation -

was expressed by the people—windows:were broken belong- .

ing to the houses of several gentlemen, and a ' very general -
disposition to riot and excess was manifested. " oo o
<O Saturday morning Sir Francis took a ride- in thef Park, -
aecompanied only-by his groom ; and, on his return, ‘hafound -
in his room a number of his friends “waiting for him;: and le
was told of the Messenger in waiting. -~ He: desired him to be -

% Well, uiy‘ goloyyd” frxend ‘(saivdl Sir if‘ra.ncxs) > whatlsyoun .
business 1" - . P AT I S A S T LA
AT Mess.—
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- Mess.—< Sir, Tam desired to shew you the order of the .

House of Commons, upon which the warrant is jssued-—to

- serve thdf warrant upon.youy and -to-remain with you.™ *-
~ He delivered the warrant to  Sir -Francis, which he' read,
~-and putin his pocket. it is-as follows: . hon o P

e Veréris, 60 die. Aprilis; 18100

-« Whieréas the,House of: Commons_hathi this day adjudged, -That
- Sir Francis Burdett, Baronet,” who: has admitted ‘that ‘a Letter,
signed ¢ Francis Burdett,” .and-a fi arther ‘partof ;a Paper intituled,

- . ¢ Argument,’: in",(?dsnzrrfsﬂ,z-\'\:’fzgs;gLY;;‘I}f;g_x,s ryof March 24,
. 1810,.was printed by his aathority (which Letter and Argument.the
said Hopse has resolved. to be a libellc andalous Paper; re-
] flecting on the just Rights‘and Priyile c:§ '

I been, thereby guilty of a Breach.of the’s

said Hou 2)s ]

House .., .
< And where .
Thdt the'said Francis'Buidett bey for

to his ‘Mﬁj'es'ry’s',"ll‘_éWei"of,Lon’dnﬁ:»ffl Lo

reas, ‘the House of Commons hath thereiipon ordered,
said O ffenice, cominitted

_ Body of thesaid Sir Francis Burdett, anduthen forehwith: ta deliver
“him over i
of London: - -

: 1

and Headboroughs, and every other (person or, persons, are hereby

"¢¢ Given under my hand; the sixth day of April, 1 10, ©
e o T e CHAS. ABBOTT, Speaker.”
« To the Serjeant at Arms attending the "o i T

“House of Commons, er his Deputy.” - CEE _

. Sir Frangis. < My fiiend, this is not 4 sufficient warrant.”
" “You may return and inform the Speaker that'I will not obey it,’”
- Messengér.. ‘¢ Sir, it is my orders fo remain with'you, and

I must 6bey, unless I am forced to withdraw’.”” o
C8iF Franéis. ¥ You must instantly withdraw 0 7
"He was accordingly shewn down stairs by Mr. O’Connor.
The person wished {orce to be used. - Mr." O’Connor said,

é’Phere is the door open fof you; you must go; “but’it is not -
! OF open 1oty J ] . 1

iy’ practice to be so uncivil as to lay violent’handson ady oné,
-and [-Kope you will iot make it necessary now.” —The Mes«
senger bowed and retired. IR T O

" Between twelve and one o'clock a troop of the Life Guards,

a8 well as'in the streef for the purpose of dispersing the'people,

“There was much hissing.

K © . arrived,

¢« Tligse are therefore to require you to'take into your cpgio‘dy the
into the ‘custody of the Licutenant,of his Majesiy’s Tower
< And all Mayors, Bailiffs, Sheriffs, Under-Sheriffs, Constables,

, “required to be aiding .and d@ssisting to you i theé execution hereof;,
§ ¢« Forwhichthis shall be your sufficient Warrant, " - 0 o0 o

arrived, and'weré drawn up before Sir Francis’s House, and’
‘their-horses were made to prance about ‘on the foot paveiment

.. Inabout a qiarter of an hour, Mr. Reid, thé Magistrate,
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arrived: . He mounted a dragoon horse and read the Riot Act, '

~aud warned all people peaceably to depart.. The Guards were

then p'anted across Piccadilly from Dover Street on the one.

“side, . to Bolton Row on the other, so as to block up the tho-
roughfare. . Mr. Jones Burdett was not suffered to pass through
~the line to his dinner until he procured a constable. During
all this time Sir Francis was at home with his family.  His
colleague, Lerd Cochrane, Mr. -O*Conner, and Mr. Jones

“Burdett dined with him. -

- In consequence of this appearance of military force, he °
wrote the requisition to the Sheriff of Middlesex which was

delivered into the hands of Mr. Sheriff Wood in the street,
- The following is a copy of the letter: . - ' '

© ¢« Gentlemen, .. T T
«In furtherance of an attempt to deprive mé of my liberty, un-
der the authority of'an in trument which I, know to beillegal, viz.
‘2 Warrant by the Sreaker of the Houseofl Commons,' my house is,

-at this moment, beset by a Military Force. ' RN
¢ As 1 am deterinined never to yield a voluntary obedience to an
“act contrary to the Laws, T am rcsolved torresist the ‘execution of
~a Warrant by all legal means in my power ; and as you are the Con-
stitutional Officers appointed to protect the Inhabitants.of your Bai-
Hwick from violence and oppression, from whatever quarter they
“may come, I make this requisition to yeu, Gentlemen, to furnish

“me with your aid with-which the Laws have provided you, either:

by calling out the Posse Comitatus, or such other as the case and
. circumstances may require, 0 R T
1t is for you to consider, how far you may bebe liable, should
1, by an unlawful force, acting under an unlawful authority, be
tuken from my house... = - S .
e ‘¢ I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, .~ - B
= “Yodr very obedient hurable Sérvant, - ,
oo {Signed) . “FRANCIS BURDETT.""
- ¢~Piccadilly, April 7, 1810.." T e
- To Matthew Wood and John ‘Atkins, Esqrs. -
o Sheriff of Middlesex.” -
We mnderstand that Mr. Sheriff 'Wood made personal ap-
- plication to the Speaker, as he wished for instruction as to the
* constitutional line’of his duty.~The Speaker declined giving
- himadvice. " "T'hé Sheriff wentin the evening to Sir Francis—
proinised that he would fortliwith see his Colleague, and re-
-t to him; and in the mean vime he stationed a number of
 Peace Officers at Sir Francis’s house, and made the military
‘remove to a distance on both hands. ‘ Loy

. A tumultary disposition was shewn by the pdpulace 3 but

no great mijschief was done.. 1T'he multitude called for lights—-
_ with this the inhabitants complied to save their windows.—

op

"The "

s

it would have been easy at that moment by the mere shifting

?_1-' 71-7)

T'he military ordered them to-put out their lights.  With this

too they ‘complied. The mob then made their rounds and

broke the windows of those who had- removed .their lights.
"I'his practice went on all night ; several persons were severely
wounded, but none mortally. -~ .~ ' SRR

About one o’clock on Sunday morning, the two Sheriffs,

Mr. Wood and Mr. Atkins, waited on Sir F. Bardett. M.
Sheriff Wood declared, that he had no doubts as 1o ‘the ille-

gality of the Warrant, noras to the course which it would be..
" his duty to pursue. . Mr. Atkins had very considerable doubts

“on his mind. It was a subject too lofty for his comprehension. -

But they both declared, that no attempt would be made to.

execute-the writ before Monday, and Monday morning Mr. -

Sheriff Wood said he would attend with his Officers.

Sir Francis wished the Sheriff to remain in the house to keep -

the peace, and said he had one spare bed ; but Mr. Wood said.
he thought it“was not necessary, and they both'retired.
“During this time the Cabinet and Privy Council had met.

"The opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown had been taken;

and orders had been transmitted from the War ‘Ofiice, in every
directioh, for every regiment within: 100 miles of London to
march to the metropolis forthwith. =" L

-~ Sunday passed without annoyance, The troops were stas
. : b s . . N ey S e C
tioned as before; a space before Sir Francis’s. house was left -

ungccupied ; and in this the multitude continued ail day,

forcing all passengers on horseback and in catriages to pull off’

‘their hats, and pelting those who resisted with mud.

During this day ; and on Saturday, Sir Frantis was visited .

by Earl Thanet, Lord Folkstone, ‘Lord Cochrane, Mr, Whit- .

bread, Mr. Coke of Norfolk, Mr. Hanbury Tracey, Mr.
Curran; the Master of the Rolls in Ireland, Mr. Wardle,

" 'Mr. Madocks, Mr. Cuthber:, Major _Cartwri‘ght,vCol’dnel‘R\idf'

dle, Mr. Bosville, &c. &c.. '

. On Monday morning he breakfasted in bis drawing-room on-

the first floor; with Lady Burdett, the-Countess of G’uillf’ord,
and Lady Maria, Lady Jane, Lady Georgina North, Mrs.

* Coutts, his son; Robert Burdets, his brother, and Mr. O’Con- -
nor.  Mr. Coutts had- just retired, Breakfast was finished,
and Sir, Francis was employed inhiearing his son (who had just -

.come from Eton” School) réad and translate Mayna Charta,
wheén Mr. O’Connor observed a man’s face at ont of the win~

- dows ; he had mounted by a ladder, had already ‘thrown up
the sash, and was in the act of entering, in the attempt to do
which he broke two panes of glass. Mr. O’Cannor ran up to

him.  Sir Francis Burdett called out not to hurt theman, as

gf

P




. stables up stairs, and said, |

“1in violation of the laws of the land ?”7 -

o7e )

~of the ladder, to-have precipitated the" person into the area,
a height of atleast 20 feet. Sir Francis, his son, and brother
~shut down all the other windows-—while they saw an im-
mense body of tioops drawn up in the front of the house.. Dur=,
ing thismoment, so alarming to'the delicacy of the sex, and to-
* the affection ofa wife and .mother, sceing her husband and
.only son exposed 'to the possible .discharge - of artillery and

musquetry, yet both she and all the Ladies - maintained thc

©most -perfect constancy of mind ; and both in this moment, -

ind in the scene that ensued, displayed a courage that did ho-

~ nour to their understandings and their hearts. - S .
. Mr. O’Connor tun down stairs to seé if all was safe bélow.’

He met about twenty men with -eonstables staves in -their
hands. = They had descended the area, and had-burst open a
window, sashes, frame and all, by which they entered through

2 small -servant’s room. This was effected ‘by Oddy and J. -
Townshend, two of the patrole belonging to Bow.Street, who -
. - forced theéntrance with an iron crow.  He asked them what
‘they wanted? - They answered—Sir F. Burdétt ; was he at
home? - He replied, that Sir Francis, was at home ; what did.
they want with him ?—They rushed up to the drawing roou:, .

where Sir Francis and_ his family, with tlie laaies, still was,

At this time there were constables only; the Serjeantat’ Arms
did not shew himself, nor was :here any Magistrate ; but the-
‘Serjeant at Arms, Mr. Colman, followed the posse of ‘con~

Serjeant. ¢ Sir Francis; you,are my prisoner.” . - -

- Sir Francis. By what auathority do you act, Mr. Ser--

jeant? By what power, Sir, have you broken into my house

Vene

_ Serjeant.. ¢ Sit Francis, Iam authorized 'by' the warrant of

- Mr. Speaker of the House of Commons.” . ,

. Sir Francis. 1 contest the authority of sucha warrant. .
Exhibit to me the legal warrant' upon which -you have dared
‘to violate. my house. Where is the Sheriff ?- Where is the
R o . IR N .

Magistrate?” - . R T RS
At this time there was no Magistrate, but he aft‘erwards ap-

Cpeared. . .

" Serjeant. «Sir Irancis, my authority isin’ my hand—1I

will .read it to ‘you; it'is'the warrant of the Right Hon. the
1] L 10 rarran . e
Speaker of the House of Commons. L

- Here Mr. Colman attempted to read the Warrant, which he -
., did with some trepidation, -~ .~ o SRR

. Sir Francis. I repeat to you, that is no sufficient warrant.

. No--not 'to arrest my person in the open street—muich less

to break open my house, in violation of all law, ~If you have.
c DA L U _ a warrant

.

.
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2 \iférraht from his Majesty, or’*from a proper Officer of the
- King, 1 will pay instant obedience toit; but I will not yield

to an illegal order.” = . o P

. Serjeant. ¢ Sir Francis, I demand you to yield inthe
-name of ‘the Commons House of Parliament, and  trust you
will not compel me to useforce. 1 entreat you to. bglxevg

that I wish to shew you every respect.”” . :

" . 8ir-Francis: * * 1 tell you distinctly, that T will'not volun~

“1arily -submit t6' an- unlawful order; and I -demand in the

King’s.name, and in the name of the laws, that you forthwith

- retire from my house.”” - o o S
¢ Serjeant.. “Then, Sir Imust call in assistance, and forc; :

_ you to yield.,” S e e T
" Upon which' the constables laid hold of -Sir Francis. = Mr.

- Jones Burdett and Mr. O’Connor immediately stept up and

each took him under an arm. The constables closed in on
all three, and drew thein down stairs. S
.. Sir Francis then said, “1 protest-in the King’s name

against ;this violation of my person and of my house. It is
. superior force-only that hu,rrifes me out of it, and you do.it at

your peril.” - -
- The'ladies we

e still present, and betrayed no symptom of

- alarm, no doubt from the confidence which they had in Sir

Francis's temper, and in their persuasion that no;outrage

L beyond the. actual arrest, would be chmitted; L .
- In des‘cénding thé stairs, Sir Francis hoped that his bro-.

- ther - and his friend might be allowed to'accompany bim,
‘which Mr.: Colman promised..” : RS :

" "A coach ‘was drawn up at tke door. Tt was instantly sur-
rounded by cavalry. The Baronet stept in first, followed =~
" by the Serjeant and a-Constable.- Mr. Jones Burdett, and .

Mr. ‘O’Connor also got in; but the latter was taken out,
“notwithstanding Mr." Coleman’s promise to the contrary,
and the cavalcade instantly set off at a rapid pace.
-~ The procession ‘moved from Sir Francis Burdett’s house
in the following order:—two squadrons of the 15th Light
Dragoons, two troops of Life Guards with Mr. Reid the
magistrate, at their head—the coach with Sir Frapcxs, two
- more troops of Life Guards, a troop of the ;15th Light Dra«

~ goous ; two battalions of Foot Guards, marching i open. -
'order; and a party of the 15th Light Dragoons forming the
' rear. In this. order they - procéeded to Albemarle Street,
~where they halted, and thén turned up that street, with the .

exception of two battalions of-Foot Guards, who marched,

\

- forward through Piccadilly, the Haymarket, and Strand, o,
the Tower. .- .- - oo Th
EERR o T , ~ The
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. Theescort proceeded along Albermarle street, Bond-street,
Conduit-street, across Hanover-aquare into Oxford-street,’
along John-street, Great Portland-street, Portland-road, the

3

New.road, Mary-le-bone, by Pentonville, across_Islington, - -

along the City-road to Moor-fields, from thence by Sun-.

~ street into Aldgate High-street, .and along the Minories to -
~ the Tower. + R : -

. The windows of the coach which contained Sir Francis

- were all down; he sat forward on the right, behind, and

was well seen. - As he passed there was much huzzaing, the -

‘Guards flourished their swords to intimidate the by-standers.,
On the arrival. of the carriage at the gate, Sir Francis

alighted, and was received with the usual formalities; the

gate was immediately shut. " Sir Prancis was admitted'about’
one o’clock.. . S o Lo

aring the whole of this pex;iod th\e'p.opulacé, did not.

commit much violence; they chiefly vented their. rage in..

N

hissing and hooting the troops, and contented themselves

- on the other hand, with huzzaing Sir Francis.—Upon the

xgturn of the troops, however, several acts of outrage were.

resorted to by a few ill-disposed persons. - When opposite -

v-.the Trinity House the soldiers charged the multitude sword
in hand. “The firing of the carbines and horse-pistols be-
came.now pretty general, and several.people fell. - The con-.
test continued all the way up Fenchurch-street, where a
shot entered the shop of Mr. Goodeve a boot-maker, and
dangerously wounded Thomas Ebrall, while standing!in

~ Mr. Goodeve’s shop. ‘Thomas Ebrall, Citizen and Musician,

is.a young man about twenty-four years of age, who in Au-
gust last, volunteered his services to assist in landing his
Majesty’s -forces on the Island of Walcheren. He was at

-the reduction of Flushing acting in the most gallant man-

ner; and, on bis return, obtained as a reward’ an appoint-
ment in the Cornfmeger’s Office. -To add to the exeruciats
ing pain of a ball not yet extracted from the breast of this-

- loyal citizen, by various reports it has been attempted ta

deprive him of character, which, coming to his knowledge,
arid feeling conscious of his innocence” he'expressed great
desire to his mother, as well as others, that he may while

yet alive, be allowed to make an affidavit of his innocence,

o~ St. Thomas’s Hospital, Abraham’s Ward,”
I, Thomas Ebrall, of the Parish of $t. Dunstan, .in the City of
London, do make.oath; that-en Monday last, the gth day of April,)
about the - hour of one o'clock;, 1 was wounded in the breast by a
pistol or carbine shot, while standing:in the shopof Mr. Goodeve;
coriier of Mincing Lane, in Fenchurch Street, R
: : S N And .’

ke,

75 ) | -

And Y do farther make oath, that I did not molest nor provoke

» ¢he military, either by throwing. bricks, stones, dirt, " &e.- or by
hooting and hissing at them, or by any other means whatever, nor -
did 1 give encouragement to others to do so, - '

Sworn before me, one of his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace

~ for the County of Surrey, this 14th day of April; 1810, |
; 77" The Mark of THOS, EBRALL.
JOHN PINHORN. =~ o« - x
BT = " Witnesses JOHN TAYLOR.,
« - GEO.GOODEVE.
. . - .« THOS. WILTSHIRE. ‘
Several persons were wourded, amongst them werea poor

~ old bricklayer, in the service of Mr. Thomas, shot through

the neck, who expired as he-was conveying to the hospital ;
one person shot in the groin dangerously ; Willis, of John

- Street, Blackfriers, through- the foot; another in the arm,
‘carried to Mr. Davis, a surgeon on Tower Hill ; and many

with sabre wounds. A sailor, in Rood Lane, received a shot

on the back of ‘the head; a corn-meter in the Minories

‘wounded'; several shots entered the windows on the: first
floors. Tt being market-day in Mark Lane, the place was
crowded with persons about their ordinary ‘business; the .

balls whistled aboat their heads.

The name.of -the poor old bricklayer, men’tidn'ed above, -

was Thomas Bryant, on whose body an inquest was held,
on-Tuesday, ‘the 10th of April, at a public house adjoining

‘the London Hospital, before John Wright Unwin, Esquire. -

The body of the unfortunate man was brought to the hos-
pital by some Jews, who said he had been shot by the sol-
diers’ that were escorting Sir F. Burdett to the Tower; but
that they, the Jews, did not see him shot, but were informed

so. Tlhe first witness that was called ' was Mr. Martindale, a_

pupil inthe hospital, who deposed, that the deceased was

brought to the London Hospital on Monday afternoon in a .

dying state ; that he did not survive more than three minutes.
Mary Bryant said, she lived in Three Crown Court, and

was wife to the deceased’s nephew ; that yesterday, in going
up Crutched Friers shie heard that Thomas Bryant_ had been

shot; that on her getting to the corner of Seething Lane,

. she saw blood on the street, and observed marks'of shot on
“the window shutters! T ’ L

 The next witness was the unfortunate man’s wife, whao
“said shelived at No. 3, Brace’s Buildings ; that her husband
‘was 60 years of age, and ‘was a bricklayer’s laBourer ; that.
he left her to go to work, at six-o’clock, on Monday -
morning, and that she h;:,_avd he . was shot with his pipe in

: , ~ his

T
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house on Fish Street

himy into 6ne.’~f', -

( 76 )

his mouth, going from where he was-at work to his master's -
house for.lime ; but that she' knew  nothing; of her own ’
-knowledge, how he came by his death, nor did she know
- who told her what she had stated. © On the above evidence
“the Jury, by the direction of the Coroner, brought in a ver-

dict of justifiable bomicide. " =~

- The above verdict of justif able homicide we 'c’a'.nﬁovt but,
consider as a most remarkable one; and the moreespecially,

since a direct opposite system seems to have been adopted in

another case of slaughter, which took place on the same
day.” On the Coroner’s Inquest which sat op the body of

the person ‘shot in. Church: Court, Piccadilly, the Jury on
Saturday, the 14th of April, returned a verdigtv“c_).f I/I('ilful

Murder against a Life-Guardsman uoknown. - -

A youth of the name of John Lane, ‘col]ecting‘fcl.éfk.tofa,

being able to procure’a coach, he persevered in walking

~ home; during the exercise the ball worked itself out of his -
knee.” . He 'was conveyed "to St, Thomas’s Hospital, where ' .
He had Bank -

he now remains in a fair way of recovery. He
notes about him at the time of the accident to.the amount

‘of 6001. which was the cause that he 'r_efus’ed‘ the assistance

of strangers to carry him home. '

~ " In the course of the evening Lady Burdett, with her son,
- and Lady  Guilford, ; bis k _
that which Earl Thanet occupied. Lady Burdett has'visited
her husband every day since his confinement. -It is pext to
‘the Governoi’s; a good small house, with every conveniency.
‘SirFrancis wrote the following letter to S. Brooks, Esq. 1 - -
- the course of the afternoon t— " - - 7 IR

paid ‘him a visit in bis house, which is

~¢¢. Dear Sir, . ¢ Tower, April 9. -

"« T am arrived safe, and no mischief I hope and believe has been .
" done to any one.  The Soldiers, Magistrates, and Messengers broke
" into my house, and to >k me away by force. . L receive every. atten-
.- tion from Lord Moira, whomet mehere, "' o

o Your'straly,

¢ M. Brooks, Strand?” ¢ . BURDETT.”

~ 'Oar risible muscles were a_little raised on the perusal of
the following paragraph, which appeared in the News of Suns
‘day, April 156: « [tisrathera whimsical circumstance, that
in 1799 an order was signed by the late Duke of Portland to-

- prevent Sir Frantis Burdett from. obtaining an_entrance into -

.any prison in the City of London or County of Middlesex,
‘and that in 1810 the greatest exertion should be made to get. -

ill, received a ball in" his kneée; not .

'o\_n .

On the 13th. of April, . the ’,szgxlnvn. : qpqq.ainted the o
‘House that he had received a lettér signed Francis Burdett,

on which he wished to know the pleasure of the House,

" On acry of read! read! he read as follows :

-, [¢7To the Right-
~ House of Commons,.

. ¢ Sir,~~Y ou having. on.or about the gth day of April; instant, as

‘Speaker of the House of Commons, forcibly broke and, entered the

" dwelling house of me, the undersigned FrancisBurdets, situate in

Piccadilly, in the. Parish of St. James; ‘Westminster,  in the county

Hon. Cuaries AssoTr;; Speaker of the. '

B of Middlesex ; and having also,. on,thesaid gth day of April,.caused ..

“fne fo be apprehended, and unlawfully-committed toa certain.prison,

called his Majesty’s Tower of London. and to. be there imprisoned,

‘and as yet kept and detained in prison there,-without any yeasonable

of probable cause whatever, I do, therefore, accordingto the form

of the Statute in such case made'andprovided, hereby give youngs,
notice, that I shall, at or-soon after the expiration of one calendar .

)

© rosth; from the time of your being served with' this notice, .cause a.

- bill'to bé filed againist you in his Majesty's Court of King’s Betich,
- ar Westiminster

. youty a‘t’_'rﬁy"sﬁxt, for these said trespass and false

J-and4 wiit of summons _tbjbe»_t‘hg\fqﬁpqq"sug;i out of
id Court of King's Bench, at Westminster, against
prisonment, and,

his Majesty

shall procéed digainst you théréupon according to' aw.”

' - “PFRAN

conr dnfis “Iam’&c’
the12th Day.of Aprily 1810/ oot v it 2ol

. '.““.;;" ,‘5: AP |~ RN S SURE s ) 'l. N
"« Thé Speaker said he had:ins his hand another paper of a-
similar.nature, which it is understoad had'been served on: -

‘Mr. Colman; - Setjeantcat Arms. ;.

“The Speaker said itiwas'at the option of the House whe:
her the letter shotild 'bé entered on the Journals.” And af-
ter'some conversation, it,was ordered to be:inserted on the
Jougnals, "L ST s S e T L

TN

% Thomas Ebrall; the young man who was shot in Mr. Good: .

Ve

1S BURDETT:

“ave's »sbhog,,exp_ired.in;_the Hospital on Tuesdey, the 17th of A\Pfil.’ K




" upon, the.

- House of Commons; ‘might be.

~the house may be held lawful or unlawful.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINION
: ' ©o. uPOW '

i, . (mentioned,above; p..54.)"

TS ER IS R el

The Serjeant at Arms attending the House of Commons having in

Fra¥cis BURDETT's private dwellinig'liousc by force, ,
i S0V our ‘opinion. is désired; “whethier in’ the ‘executioh of this
a0 W areanb e Agill bé,} 'ed’ﬁiii”ljféﬁkihg'?op‘éii,the,.quée‘r‘pifia:x'_lyif
't doc ETthé"'p"rﬁzﬂe-‘&x‘w‘r'éll‘,i’ri"g’ihbﬁsc*étj,Sii"Fnh"x‘«@_  Bur:/
HIDETT, OF of dity Bther person'in which th reis reasonable cause
YTt sughect e ‘is‘_%éhife’ziléd',"‘lfl'?ﬁ’the.pv,i'xjp'QS’ of appréhending him,"
Aind wiether e/ niay ‘takd t Kis assistance a”suffidient Givil or
“riilitaty force ‘for'that huipese, -such force acting tndét'the di~
- veetisn o of CIvil Magistiates “And whether such procseding:
illbejustifiable during #He hight as weéll a¥in the day-

the’ execution of this 'Warrant -been résisted, -and turned out of Sir .

§ oy

2iiee s STy S
e.is, stated to me, |
e outer.doot

fheoute

e has been broken open.un-
1pose of apprehending the per-

1€ purpose ‘
M issued chen being therein, Lmust
ether upon cases which haye arisen,
Vartants issuing from other Courts,
P N e AN g e s T R At _th.e sémc ,me?lpl?'u N PR S
“ [ fAnd it id dowh' i Semayne’s case)’ 5 Co.'91. that where the
King is a-party, the Sheriff méy break:opén’the Defendant’s héuse): -
either to'arrest him er toxdo other execution of the King's process ;

, my.op

S5 ’ir R ORINT R NE Sove)

upon the’execution;of, Wr
- PRy T

PO EN
ts
“and which seem ‘to fall‘vmhnn

i otherwise he canmot erditer, " So' if the Defendant be in the house
of anothey man; e Shériff amay ‘dothb.sdme’; Cbut he'cannot break

into thehouse ofdtha;Defandant. inthe executiohof “any process at

the suit of an individual. This distgiqugipn;proceddslgtas_.-I’japp'réhend;{w

. h8:gieatekimportance of onforcing.the process.of .the Crown
fof thepub , :
théir’ privaté viohts. | Regsoniig  from hence, ‘I should think that.

] HiyY St B O v s o ey HRHGEs . T
- RSP KE S Warrant)  which had 1ssued’to apprehend a man un-. -

der sentence of commitment for a Breach of the Privileges of ‘the
_executed in .the same manner with
criminal process in the name of the King, inasmuch as those Pri-

- vileges'were givew to the House of Commons. for’ the benefit of the

publiconly; 4
1hen. )
be detended, I should say that it conld ; but whereitis previously
known that the execution of the Warrant will be resisted by force,

fd “the - public are interested in the due support of

~and if. death should ensue in-such a conflict, the Officer who exe-

cutes the Warrant would stand justified, or not, as the breaking of ©

I feel myself obliged
to bring this under his notice, leaving him to judgefor himself whe-

“ther he will act upon my opinion, which has no direct authority.in = -
. peintte supportit; but rests upon reasoning from other cases, which =~
' ap"p‘e%t to me to fall within the same principle. Should the Officer

-Tesolve

lic bengfity thay that .of individuals for the support of -

If the act had beendone, ‘and 1. were asked whether it conld .

- within will'tiot ' comply 3 and he’ sliould be assured:that the

)

'reédlve to break into the ﬁoqsc, if it be found-necessary, h}f mus; i)sct
carelul, first to signify the cause of his coming, and make req

to open the doors, and not use any force until it appears.that those

whom he §eeks to apprehend is within the house, For the pur
of executing the warrant, he'may take with him

"gistrate,

“7«e.T'do niot think.it"advisabl
- ¢« The Officer should undérst
prrr hasonce been arrested; if
is ‘rescued, his"own house, o
which he retreats, may bebr
" ¢ Lincoln’s Inn, April 8

Pledge; who died in, th
' sequence of a 'wound

Cealts

April'7, shot

of the deceased stated, that about half past ten:he:and the dec

*

“such description as the nature of. t
" has reason to apprehend a'degree’
repel,lé(_l‘by%'r\r.lixl{tary for h
in" this case it’ will'be "prudent t

a0y

1y
03¢
of,’
¥
e

e may ¢
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roner’s Inquigst was held:at:the
minster, ontliet body of . James;

s
3,

die ster. Hospital on Friday,. in.cons:

m._apis.tg],' on Sattxrday nigh.t;u

.offby a'so

en;;e,@:

. were stzin:diiﬁg"a’t" the top of Church. Court, ‘Jeading ‘into-Jerniyn:

 and offéred liis assistance ; that he found a bulle

Street,

plé, as far ag the tOp

of

the bottoin
.tﬁf‘(?iﬁg.l',d. N
them, and shot his companion. . At.t : &
» »thel-e’w;fs‘f;}‘f)t_’thc’leéi§t'dgsth1’baxl(§gt in.the conrt., Mr, W

people assisting to carry off the m: o VO ’ identys .
cary’s Notsein the street: that he enquired concerning the accidenty:

side;, and e discovered it lying near the-spine, . fro
tracdtéd it.’ Mr.

the

Piccadilly, and said;

3

street at this timi¢ having been nearlycleared 'of the P!v‘tQ:f j
¢ 'the top of the Haymarket,. . Two.Gentlemen ran,out,
, “The Soldiers ‘are. coming ;:- they ran;ta,

t'the coui ;,;’L!'go]‘di‘étf rode by theto iotfft,h,e{g,:q"},.tifs-:ll?l.}t;
id, on'seéing the people, there,:helevelled his P!Q!E;;&t;

>

tolwas

i

n. At the time th

mént Strect, stated, that in passing.upYork-Stree
aye, on Saturday night,; he was; metbymﬁ&‘”"m?g
‘a"mun was shot in Jermyn Styeet.'; Mr., White saw. -
DY) tEE: ER )dl} 2¥[D\05p‘q;)

y off the man, who was.taken t

Q

3 : =4

t had, entered the Jeft:

;whence h,_?-; L3,
"hite sent the man to the Westminster, Hospit:

* whete the' patient expired on Fiiday afternoon. | Mg White,

stated;: that'o

" the ball had’pén
spleen was 4l wounded

- fouid in’the ;:’bdqlm)cpl,. with
cuvity, ‘which “was, the cause of -his. death,
*;e:irs’)“rgf'ﬁgé?;i\tb\"gsqn of a:Bricklayer, residingin. Yor
ury fétarned’ a verdict of Witfid Murder.

vt .

Jury

‘inspecting the. body afier, .
Giietrated the chest, and wounded the dia) :
ounded, and that a great quanfity:of blood wis,
nen, with an excessive inflammatio
se of -his. death,

“death, he didcovered thiat:

Streess ke
againsta Lifé Guardsma

. AR i e T
. .

s 2o

ldi¢r of the, Life Guards, . The.companion; *

phragm,: they

on.of the aholes
. The. décased;wasstBl

sl e
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. attépded’ b}fr”fI’;o}d Cachrane, Col. Wairdle, ‘Mr.. Jennings, .
S T Y A d it n1ngs M -
Sturch, Mr. " Wishait, and a number of,éthex', Gentlemen, § ;;,e,a,rel;iv '

- upon the Hustings.  They were hailed respectively with the loudest

RER
o

" A'vast rumber of the Frecholdérs of Westminster met in, Palace
Yard; on Tuesday, the 17th of April, for the purpose of défcr}r‘xiii‘rf;
how toact, in.consequence of being deprived of their Representative v
Sir, F. Burdett. | At one 0’clock, there being about 20,000, f)éi'éoh;. L
th liad'a placard in their hats; on which was inscribed,

(many of 3

“¢The Kitig,"the Laws, and Burdett,”) assembled, the High Bailiff,,

applauses, by the' numerous and anxjous nieeting. -

- ""The Hioi BaiLier having read the Requisition, informed them,,

- ‘dtlarge theobject for which they were called together.

that some of the, Gentlemén who, had signed it, 'would state more

.. . DTN
’vio-

" to thern, by the High Bailiff; and.which had been published in al-

- prevént that cooliiess of- deli

- cage, Tf}g.mm,pl:g fact was, that they were deprived of thei
séntdtive,’ who'was'takén from his famijly and § hem,.

most all the newspapers in town, had stated the occasion uy
'Wh?‘fh, thg‘mﬁee’t}ing was ‘called. " It "w'z;s known to them :aﬁiﬁs',l(-i'c?m‘ilpg;
a Résolution of the House of Commons, they had been deprived of
the services of one'of their Representatives. - (Applausés.) Intothe’
_ causesof this privation, it was necessary, that they should inguire

the probable effects’ of it, it was riecessary that they should investi- |
gate and provide'against. * It was'a proof of the anxious feeling with

which-the stibject had impressed ‘them, that-tlie Requisition had

been! signed by nearly two thousand people, almiost in the space of
een signed by nearly two thousand people, almiost in the space of

‘one-dayt' (Aﬁplﬂusei.) ThOSCWhOh d Uy U N TP .
-~ of'thie Business, had- thoughe it pok ad undertaken the management.

f s business, had thought it expedient not fo appoint too éarly.
a period for the'théeting, lest the ferment of the i)u‘tl))]?é mind éhdlflzlt
Ha vl

thiey should exercise. *The present moment. was “selected as proper-

 and judicious ;* for the ferment had now ‘subsided, and the feeling, .-

thiough niot subdued,’ wis tempered and controuled, under-the

guid-.

arice'of theinderstaiidinig. “He found that many of the Gentlemen,

whg had fz‘gnédu the “Reéquisition; ‘had considered much upon the
subjéct, dnd bad prepared some mattér; which was to be submitted
9 “theiti;” and part of ‘which he' should have the honour of reading.
Tt'was such’ as"he” supposed ‘would meet. with " thzeir-'iéf)ﬁféb'ét‘idg ;
being," i its-tenhdency and expression, mild,; correct, and -unob.
jectionable: It was Hiot necessary for him, hé was c,t;nv'iriééd; to

mak'e"‘r‘neiny‘”pré]iminar“ ohseryati up this'6ccasion:  “He had -
reliminary ¢ vations upon thi : Do
y pon this occasion. . "He had

16 dolibt that they were masters of the subject themselves, and had

L toey werl s of

oo dowi prepated to' Exercie et Jabamins cob he
; ~ e juggements uporn the whole

heir Repre-:

them, .

without,

1egal authority, by military force, a

6

LSS PR L T
riod t { ] .y ‘They were déprived

"~ . TP CIA TR I A R A S s iy ,;Ofa
Representative who had always maintained their rights’ aﬁd.lgbértiei

RPUMNCIE o

! .against the machinations of thei . nghts
ganst the machinations of their enemics, who had upon all occa-

NSTER MEETING,

_ PALAGE. YARD. . .

Mr. STukcH then came forward, amidst the acclamations of the
r. Srurcu th : orward, amidst the acclamations of the
assembly. . He'said, that the Requisition which 'had been just read-

beration, ‘which it was nécessary that.

S T el : mmitted for an in PO
- ‘period to*imprisonmént “in the Tower, < T'hey  were ( B.indefiuite

C ) ’ . SiOt!S -

sions manifested a zeal in. their cauise, 4nd than .whom'one more
~ able, upright, -and ‘indefatigable, had never stood forth in the dee

fence of his.country.—This Representative they had in effect lost
for the present ; he had beeil takén and conveyed to prison, there

" to remain, during the pleasure.of those persons who had said that
he offended against -them., . Their Represéntative asserted, and as-

serted truly, that he was guilty of no crime, that he had undergone
no trial, and consequently that-he should suffer no punishment, ~HMis

.imprisonment was. unjust, - The .¢rime for which -the House of
. Commons had thought proper to visit him -with:such rigour, was_
.that of endeavouring to protect a helpless individual from an undue
exercise of power upon  their part<—(Applauses, and cries of success .

to him, success to kim.) - In the course which' he had taken, it was a

* guatification to kiow tbat he was supported by some of the fitst law ~

authoritiés in the kingdom. . ‘He (Mr. Sturch) was persuaded, that, -
- evenif Sir F, Burdett stood alone, Adn'd just cause, ‘his firmness of
" mind would never forsake him 3 and he would stand alone against

the host of oppression and persecution, by which he was assailed.—
But he was certain. they would all' agree with him,
their Representative.was attacked upon every side, because he was,
theit friend, and the friend of the Constitution-—when' he was de-.

_prived of his personal freedom. for their sake, . they should express .
their affection. and gratitude towards him ;- and acknowledge with .

what sincerity they felt the faithful and manly conduct adopted by

“him under dll circamstances.—There was one observation which he
was desirous of making, and for which he knew they would notbe -
- offended with him: - What he wished to say was, that when thearm-’

‘of power was. stretched out with unusual violence, then was: the

time for them to demean themselves with moderation ; then was the

time’ for. them  to shew that-they ~were influenced by no motives, -
¢ and seeking for nn objects, but such as were legal, constitutional,
~ and honourable. - He was sure the Electors of Westminster would
not give any, person room. to say, that.their conduct was reprehen- - -

sible; but that they would conduct themselyes upon this, and upon’

~“every occasion, as the friends of legal authority and social order—

that they would pursue, }jb}?,tleg_imate,,objec‘t’—'—zi fair, (ull, and free
representation of

_ upon two accounts ; first, because they thought it was their right ;
and secondly, because it was their only security, that the law should -

~-be duly administered, -and the money of the ‘people constitutionally.

~taken and wisely applied. He then read the Resolutions, which
were as follow:. R R TI - s

< Ata Meéting of‘the Inhébi‘té‘nyt Householders, I:.‘ectorsof ;thé'-,Cyit;y} .

.and Liberties of :W’@stminster,va‘s‘s,embled,ih;,New,»Palacg Yard,
" thie 17th:day of' April, 1810, : L L

T ARTHUR MORRIS, Esq. High Bailiff,. it the Chair; .

. Tt wus Resolved, That we most highlv approve of: Sir Francis Bur-

dett’s Letter to -us his Constituents, the subject being of the utmost -

importance, ‘and the:argument incontrovertible.. . -

© o That: Sir.: Fraucis Burdett’s "_copduct\-,in.;callingf;'nppnf‘t_hbf}Ciéil :
L IR R . Power

‘that now, when. -

the. people, in Parliament.’ _This they desired

i

S~ A
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. sentative, the:Right Hon,:

.‘(‘ ) i
(82 y

* Power for theprotection of his-house against a military force, way

dictated by prudence, knowledge of, and confidence in the Laws -

of his Country. =~ 100 ool L e T
- That the House of Commons be called upon, to restore, to'usour
beloved Representative ; and to co-operaté immediately with him,’

in his endeavours td procure: a fair ‘representation of .thé people in -

Parliament.; © sl AT
‘That the ‘Petition now read; be adopted ;
maining Representativé, ‘the ;Right ‘Hon. Lord Cochrane, to be-by

_ him presented to the:House:of Commons. , * . &l n0l o 70
+ That a letter. be addressed.to-Sir:Erancis Burdett, - ¢xpressing our

duct ‘as 2 Member of Parliaments s . v S
That the letternow read; beadopted :—that it be signed by. ...

- full'and entire:approbation.of the-whole and -every part of his con~

e idhee L0

_requestedito present.the samé to Sii Francis Burdett, .0 o
~ That the Thanks of’ this: Meeting-be given to our worthy Repre~

_ Blecforsin the nameiof this Meéting:; ‘and that: the'High-Bailiff be

Francis Burdett, during the present arduous struggles , ..+ '*

- "Fhat the Thinks of ‘this Meeting-be given to-thdse ; Ixidependéﬁtf 3
- Meiibers of :the House: of Commons, whothave supported: the .

. Rights of the People.:..

" That thie Thanks of this Meeting be given to ArthurMorris, Esq. =

High Bailiff,/ for his ready:compliance with the Requisition of the

Electors,-and for-hisable and impartial conduct insthe Chair.’ = "

M WisiarT secofided the motion. ' He said; 'that} dccording
- to the Constitution;, the  King and the Parlidgment had'their privi-

Jeges, and the people. their rights ; ‘those privileges and rights were .

necessary to the ‘perfection” of our form  of Governinént ; and the

*'utmost care should be takén;, that no encroachment was made upon’
either.—The rights of the people; in particular, should be'guarded,

“as they were most’ exposed ; and he'trusted, ‘that whenever they
were attacked by a despotic’ Minister, the people’ would be ready
to assert, and to defend them.’  If the late proceedings i the House
of Commons were not an attack on those: rights; he knew, nothing

of the Constitation. = This was not the first time thiat they had as-
sumed privileges inconsistent with justice. " In the beginning of the

“Tast” century, they had claimed certain privileges in “the Courts,
which were. happily denied’ them.  Lord ‘Chict ‘Justice Holt, in
reply to the demand of the Speaker, hud said, that lie’sat there to
administer justice, and that if the Speaker had the whole House of

.* Commons'in-his belly, "he would still adhere to thdt-justice;. in cons’
tradiction fo"his. demands.:. It becamie the Eléctors to adopt similar
_sentiments, as the only means of protectingtheir - liberties; .The
House of Cominons hie allowed,i possessed*‘great . priviléges, and it

was right - that'it should-—they .formed a'security -against power. -

1t had a'right to ecommit for offences agajnst itselt, .and he was sure
that no one, regrettedthe :late instance, in'which it was: exercised
upon a County: Member;: forvoutrages‘,commit.tcd' within the walls.
Moot . . o e . " Such
N L . oo .

‘
'

ord.Cochrane; for' his ‘support -of Sir -

‘That th. , A . that it-"‘befsivgnevd by the .
~ High Bailiff, and Twenty-five Electors,. and : delivered: to.our -re¥

- delves” accusers,
 senitative; not 1

Such were' the occdsions upon which: it might commit, ‘without in~
fringing thie Constitution of the country. * Inthe case of Mr. Reeve,
they' did 'not proceed to' commit upon their own. authotity,. ‘but-ad-
dressed ‘His -Majesty. to diréct the; King's “Attorney-General - to pro-
seelite him' according tolaw. “Why then should they :deviate from:
" that .course inthe predent case 2 Whyshould they constitute them-

he létter hie hadwritten; but for the upright con-
duct he hadrpursiédi® Tt'was for this'conduct, and for the posses-
sion of thosé’ talentsy which miust have: succeeded in exposing their
corruptionsy! and) perhaps finally, ' in bringing over 4 large number.

of ‘converts to’his s¢ntiments, ‘they. had sent :Sir F. Burdett to.the -

Tower. Nothing could prove, more strougly, the necessity. of

lect:; one was ‘that of @ person who “had attempted 'tc.)»pur.chase a
seat in Parliament; for which hie was:prosecuted and -imprisoned ; -
thé’ other wis that oftwo Members of the House; . who had trafficked -
in seats—:(Cries of Percevalund Castlereagh |)——upon which .cccasion
the House fesoived:that it would not inquire, and defended the
practice upon the ground-of notoriety.—(Applawses.) =1t was a cir--

" cumstance, he said, much. to be wished, that the health of their
overeign nit the people to present their petitions to him

‘Sovéreign would pe

fstead of being obliged to trust them into the hands of

5 were theh severally put by the High Bailiff, and
'Q‘Q,?lx;,‘amidfs't loud acclamations. ~

1

aons, which was ‘agreed to unanimously: -
St e DT e

g : E THE COMMONS OF THE
' UNITED KINGDOM .OF. GEEAT BRITAIN AND

L PhePetition ‘and Remonstrapce of the Inhabitant Houses:
SR IR ‘Klectars of the City and Liberties of Westmin-

“A'ptil; 1810, by theappointment of Arthir Morris, Esq.

s 1‘_1‘) i\?UTPOSC. N e T ; o : N

s W/ the - Inhabitant Householders,  Electors of the City and

Liberties of Westmingter, feel most sensibly tlie indignity offered to
- this Gity, inthe person of our beloved Representative, whose Let-

ter to-us has fallen under the censure of your Honourable House,

but'which, so far from’deserving that censiire, ought, in‘our opinion,’
to hiave led your Honourable House to reconsider the subject, which-
“lte,had so ably, legally,  and constitutionally discussed. . ‘ :

© ¢ We are convinced that no one ought to be Prosecutor and Juror,”
Judge and’Executioner, -in ‘his own’ cause;- much less to assume, .

-

-accurnulate, and exercise all those offices, in-bis own persen,

e YWe

SRR

tdges; and'jurors, by’ committing ~their- Repre~

Parliameéntary Reform;! than two instances, which they must recol- ™

om’ théir ‘complaints were ‘directed.—(Loud ap-. .

“their read the following petition 'tq:;tlll‘e"‘l‘xo_us’i:‘ 0‘[: n

. IRELANDj-IN. BARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. . ‘-,

issembled, int Néw Palice Yard, the 17th day‘of

e High Bailiff, -in pusuance of a Requisition for that

s

A
ok
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.« We are also convinced that _ghé_- refusal of ?~y_6ur ;Honouraf)lcﬁ

House to- inquire .into the conduct of Lord Castlercagh: and Mr.
Perceval,. (then two of His Majesty's Ministers) when distinctly

* charged. with the sale of a seat in your Honourable House, evidence

of wﬁichWas offered-at the Bar, by a'Membgr‘Qf‘_your.Hdnour;ablc

House; and the avowal in. your, Honourable House. ¢ that snch.

- practices were asnotorious as the sun at noon day ;”. practices at the

" bare mention of which the,Speaker of your Honourable House de-

clared ¢ that our ancestors would -have started with ipdigngtiona,"
"and the committal of Sir Francis Burdett to prison, enforced by mi-

litary power ; are circumstances which render evident the imperious
necessity of an immediate Reform in the Representation of the =

People. .. | .

LT e We,,"theref;ore, most earnestly. call 'updn,yodp-H{)noprab)e

House to-restore to.us.our Representative,: and, -according
-to the notice he has given, totake the ;tatc'of:the Represen-
tation of the People:into your serious consideration ; a-Re~

form in which, is, in-our opinion, the only means.of -pre-

- serving the country from military, despotista ¥, -~ Lo

Mr, PULLER then fead the following letfer.:——;i-"“*r;‘ SR

- "4 S{r—We nominated you to be our Representative withogt your,

knowledge, and we elected you without your, interference. We
were confident, that you would.perform the duties of a Representa- . . |

tive in Parliament, with abillity and fidelity ; in every respect, you

~ have not only fulfilled; but exceeded our expectation ; we derive sa~
tisfaction, from having pointed out to the Nation, the way tobe
fairly represenited, had it been possible, that our example would
have been followed, and a proper representation of ‘the people.

thereby produced, the scenes we have lately Witnessed would not
have disgraced our country. We understood:ithe nobleness. of your
mind, and were confident -that you would not descend to bar-

tef. your trust for a place inder Govetnment, nor be ‘the partisan -

or leader of those who. support or reject imeasures, just as-they hap-
peli to be-proposed, on this or on thatside of the House. We feel
the indignity that has been offered to you, but weare not- sur«

.. prised to find, that when every excuseis made for public delinquents,
that the utmjost rigour is exercised against him who ‘pleads for the

ancient and constitutional rights of the people. You mnobly stept

forward in defence of a fellow subject unjustly imprisoned, and you-
questioned, with great ability and knowledge of the lesws, the war-

S I the gvénin;g'Lord;Co&hrane presented the above Petition to the -

Hotise of Commons ; and after the Petition had been read by the Clerk,
his Lordship moved *‘ that the Petition be laid upon the table :* which

-after some conversation was agreed to.—Immediately after the Westmine.

_ster Petitionwas disposed of by the House, the Speaker said, that he had.
received another notice of action Jor Trespass: and. Ifalse Imprisonment

< from  8irFrancis Burdett, coushed in- nearly. the iame terms as: the,

fOrmer;:,;‘(a'eg' above,. p.77) * The Speaker then reard the notice, which,

o themotion of Mr. Percevaly was ordered to lic on the table, ~ -

,

“rant

( '.v" . : . !( 85 ) B |

* rant issuedrupon that occasion—the House of Commons' have an-

awered your‘argument by breaking into your house with'a military -

.fo;qe,. seizing your person, and conyeying you, by a large body ‘of
troops,  to: the Tower, . Your distinction between’ privilége and

-powerremain unaltered ; - the privileges of the House of Commons
_are-{or thie protection, not:for the: destruction of the'people.” We

- the people, s When-we reflect onyour generous exertions to ‘destroy o

- While so'many. Membersare:collected together; by rmican

haye resolved 'to remonstrate with - the House of - Commons on the’

_outrages: committed under -their order;, and to eall upon thém'to re~

store you;to: your seat in - Parliament,  which the present state'of'the . -
conntry rendérsinore than evermécessary, for thefurtherance of your =
‘House..

and our object, 'a Reform'of .the: Representation in -t
v e sormany. v re ollec t mgans “ which
it is not necessary:for us’ to describe,”’: we cannot bit efitettain the
greatestiapprehensions for thei refainder of ‘our liberties and the

employment of a military force 2gainst one of theéir own body; is but

a.sad presage of what'may’ be.expected by those ‘who might,:liké
you,: have the.courige to'stand :forward in defence of thie rights of

- the-horrors of secret and solitary confinement 5 to mitigate the severity

- frée representation’ of the peoplein Parliament ; when wereflect .on
the firmness, :the [unshaken ' constancy which- you: have invari‘a’bly\f

. ‘haid of power

- of punishment in'the army, to-prevent the: cashiering of its Qffcers;

-without cause.assigned ; .to restore, for the comfort of the worn oit
sgldiér, the publiciproperty.conveyed by ajob to a privateindividual {
to,prevent the extension of ‘the barrack system, the obvious’effect

- of which is.to separate the soldier from the citizen, to'prévent the

introduction’ of foreign: troops——to bring to light an' atrocious act of
tyranny; . by which a Britishseilor was left to perish on a barren rock’;
and; above all, ‘your unremitted exertions to obfain a full; fair, and

L 3]

shewn. ‘“inieyil Yeport and good report,”’ we dre! eager to express

the sentiments of :gratitude and dttachment to'you -with ‘which we.

are impressed:;iand, 'we are convinced, that those:sentiments ure

" not only. felt by the iuhabitants of . this city, but by every' person

throughiout the land, t‘“',rh‘o is not interested inthe continuance of

. .o B
publiciabuses. . ove Tl N AT
. Signgd at the request, and in"the name of the:Meeting, PRSI

Lo CAIME HUBL

‘M. WisnarT proposed the thanks of the meeting.to Lord Coch=

* rane, their wortby Representative. It was carried unanimously,

' Lord CocrrANE then came forward and addressed the meeting a3

Sfollows: o TR e N
~ « Electors of Westmininster, I offer mysclf to your notice at this

most important, moment, although ‘not. embarrassed in the” senti=

~ment, yet struggling with*feclings, in the cxpression of which I .
"' almost find myself’ overpowered. "I can, and do most freely sym= . .
. pathize with you in’ reflecting upon the serious subject ‘which '
-has' this day chhverife'cl. us’togéther, - In'reflecting how by the jron -

Ry i

- stretched to its mtmost bound; a fellow subject h

' Thie letter was loudly applandéd, and unanimously agrecd 'to, dnd
the High Bailiff ordered to present it to Sir Francis Burdett. .~ -

[P
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'bggng,\;agg'ga from thie bosom of hisfamily, andsubjected to unde-
fined imprisonment, : in the absence not alonc:of the substantial pro-

cess of that which constitutes a fair.rial,but evenwithgnt the ordis
nary forms of thé law of, the land ! (%iear./ hear /). Such.a hardship
inflicted upgn .any,subject, must unider any -circumstances: bew .ques-

" tion fqr,g@;io(us alarm, bot-how much moreaggrivated-in-its conse-
quences—how  much more to, be; xegretted.: bythe :people ofithis .

great. Gi

¥»- when we consider-it has,beén: . inflicted: upon: him:who

. so deservedly, stands - high in our . estimation 3. Upon:that: many  of

whom it nay be truly: spoken, .that; he dares: to be:honest: in:the
worst of times (Hear [ hear /- hear /).’ »L:have: to hope that the éona

- stitationa); protest:of the peoplerof ithis.empire’against: such a sirétch

of pg\yq.r,;wil};pfes:,entj_i’ts,beiﬁgvgbnsideljed :as a-precedent for future
application by any. succeeding - Parliathent: -1

of somg obsetvations of mine upon:tlte letter and arguments of Sir F..
Burdett, that I ventured to condemn sonie of them 3é irreléevant arid

unnecessary, and 1-of course :was concluded to have: reprobated-it,

'sa.far as such terms applied to: g-particular part ofithose -documents.

Y,Vhat I didssay, -1 now repeat: .1 did think | that-some:of thesé ex~
pressions; would be not ‘only unapplicable;-but ill:deseryed; if they

“wete directed ta’the proceeding of & House of Commons; whicthad
- mo, c‘;cop‘s}x}_tcd the~COps<_;i‘entic'>us',Sdi'sch:iﬂge of its duties, :than-the
 idle affectation of supporting dignity by the exercise of a:severe cons

1:{191}!,: against- the.ipeople.: -But how was:it/ possibley that I:could

- .think thereexisted in the present instance the regard Whichssuch.an

assembly,should feel: for its chatactet:?. Was it possiblerfor. any un-

. prejudiced man to- think thus-of that House, . which' upon the: deci-
~sion of the late.Inquiry ibto-the. Expedition:to -Walcheren, conld -
~bring . itsell” to, vote that the policy. 6f such expedition. rwas :propey,

“and -that the ) ]

“retention. of it aftersthe: destructién of sb' many:thou~

- ‘sands-of gallant men, was: not alone wholly free from blanie, but
- was. actually.justifiable ‘(liear ! hear t)?. When. Iireviewed :such a
- decision, and was eiigaged in considering its exercise of -privilegé in
“the present case, did I not think justly, when I stated that the House of

-Commons.would best consult its dignity by conscientiously discharg--

- ing its duties to the country, rather, than. by:an attempt to restrain

by strong acts of assumed privilege the popuilar . communication upon
its actions. . There are privileges which that House, most neces-
sarily ought to possess, for the full and free performance.of its trust;;
amiongst these the power of commitment ought in soine cases to be
allowed, butsuch power should of all others belimited and defined. I

‘do think it.right that that Houscshould be vested with an authority of

committing for offences aftecting its privileges, where such offences

. are not punishable by the law of the land. = But where, the law can

take ‘cognizance of sach

R L e SR AR L5 g N A B S
..courts of competent jurisdigtion, svhere;the processis calculated to.
© -correct guilt and:to protect innocence; (hear ! hear,’), by the mere -

etch"of arbitary power. I hold it that it is impossible for any

“tribunal to decide justly upon the presumed crimmality of the accus=
. E S : e 7 o T - ed,

3 . .. . . . . ~

, by any. sy i “trast:it.-will- not be
- deemed unreasonable'iny me to-adwert to & ¢ircufistance; pon: which
-X was unintentionally misrépresented.: s It.did appearfrom the report

‘Ministers'to our thanks.”” B

- Noble Lord proceeded

. exactions.
hold it as uncopstitutional . .

- that the trial and punishment of.them. shionld:bg taken;from those - ca

ed, wlierc the party' who accuses bas a power to pronciuice judg-
mént; where thereisno oath administered eitherto thic'court.or wit-

Fmilitary so'unneces

the dighftyof the’ Hons

IR wh authority the.
It had been’ sfatcd by the systematic
ment; that'théy were culpabl
for'the execution ot that v , ,
remissness constitutes in my opinion, as far as it goes, the claim of
¢ 1t thien their praise, that for two days

e assistance of a military force.
tic opposers ol Ministers in Parlia-
in“not calling in the military force

* they respected the cofistitutivnal rights of the people, while it must

bé in the recollection of the couutry for ever, that their opposers,

_néssés; and where' to theindividual arvaignéd, the power and oppors

iy Wab the holise”of iy Hohourable Colldague 'so beset 2. 1
could be'for no sthier-purpose, ‘but’ intimidation.” "As for ahy yio-
lengl it Coild Jisity . Thaying beeh an eye

vaillrid Rieted? S s
withiéss, _
- miorefthdndmust be ‘expected from 4 crowd of people upoii any ‘or-
dinaty"pccasion’ (Aelir / -hear 1)’ “But ‘T most ‘particularly “object to -
‘thie " maner in which' that warrant was execntéd.” Sucl execution ™
in ‘ny Belief ' wis'a violation of the rights of the individual,-and of *

dighit Ton unons. It forced the house of the
~ Honourable’Baronét in a'minrier the most extraordinary, and called
" to theex 50

at a. much earlier period.” “That’

‘the champions of public “frecdom; would not, if they had power,

_ respected them even for an hour (hear ! ‘hear ! hear ) The con-
" démnation of Ministers upon this “point is, that they had not-per=

d'in theiroriginal resofution, that upon the third day they re-

soried to that which was miost truly “illegal. = After some other ob+ -
“sckvations” upon the duty which the "people owed. themselves, the
to state thic peculiar state of danger to which

thie connitry by the progress of the nudue and unconstitutional system

was'so likely fo " be reduced. © It had to struggle with.a system-of -
_ taxationj which in its pressure weighed down upon the very neces-.-
' ; Of the people=—au taxati n carried to this almost insup- -
- portable éxtreitie by the continuazice of an unnecessary War Ex«
" penditure.’v. &

sary “wants

- Birch taxation must have its limits, and tlre m’sfortune
security of the country in” plice of 'being advanced;:

was,’ that”
‘was /rendg;-e
this country catinotrely for its security upon the Navy {vom ..

- cunistances’in which that brunch of our défince is now frpm many
wses placed:” The fact yvas, the country now vas withoat the -

.

miuch’ more precarious notwithstanding all the public =
‘my.conscience (said the Neble Lord] believe, . that -

P R L vy e B g I - .
_ mteand of  Tepairing—that, at this moment, there were not for the -
repiirs of ‘oitr present shipping six weeks “matérial- in "Plymouth’
&y s . v .]‘.\12 . X : ' B ':‘D\'I‘:k;
- *
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. Dock ; that .near half the artificers-had been discharged,. and that. .
¢ we were absolutcly without the means of building the one half of a2,
74.gun ship. The Meeting was aware that these difficulties were -
likely tocontinue.” We were cut off from all communication with'..
- thé Continent, upless by/a contraband trade, at least all beneficial -
intercourse. with the Continerit was  interrupted. . Besides, by the, ,
- last Returns' made to the House of Commons, it iwas. evident that
- whilst the number of British Sailors engaged in foreign. trade: -
.~ amounted to 16,000, that of foreigners engaged in the same pursuit; .
- exceeded 20,000., The same comparative decrease was observable:
our shipping ;" the number of British ships engaged, thus was 2000,
while thdt of foreigners amounted to 400Q. -, It was true, that this:;

country received nayal materials from Canada and Novya Scotia, but.,

" the Meeting must . see that 'the continuance'of such;a supply des )
pended.-upon the . precarious tenure of the wisdom. of our: Publie,
Counsellors... The Noble Lord concluded with expressing, his most.,
_ardent hopes that the friends to that Parliamentary. Reform, which :,
. must. be attained at'last, and without which there was ne; '
carity ot hope, would see the necessity of preserving that decortim |
which would illustrate the purity of their motives, and give she best -
refutation to the ealumnies.of their enemies.: He had only to than
thiem for the grateful mannerin which they voted him their thanks. .
" Theloudest approbation followied . this speech, and cries of Bur-, -
~ dett and Cochrane, resounded throvgh'the whole assembly, . = -

The. vote of Thanks to the independent Members of t

. ‘Gommons having been carried unanimously-— .
- Colonel Warprreaddressed the meeting as follows : ¢ The Noble. -
Baronet on whose account the meeting has been called, I am happy
to call my {riend, and I trust that thé conduct of my life will make
- him mine ; that is, that his'sentiments and mine may always act in
* unison—(Loud applause) —I hald the letter ditected to his. constitu~
eats to be perfectly lawful ;. it was only a fair copy of his indispufa--
ble arguments in the House of Commons ; it ‘was a_mere discussion
. of that, and could not be considered asalibel. ' It ‘must be remem- -
bered that it was on isdividuals being committed to prison. . Isay
thiere was but one.pardgraph in that letter which the House of Com-,.
mons, with all their minuteness, could find fault with, and that .~
- was where the Hon. Baionet called the Speaker’s warrant a thing,
sui generis, - Lwill call upou you, Gentlemen, to watch the progress.
ot this thing—I.mean the Speaker’s warrant—which the Hon. Ba-
ronet hias’ been committed to the Tower, - for descanting on.—(Loud -
- applauses:)—The,Serjeant at Arms could make nothing of it,~ He
-zetained 1o the Speaker of the House of Commons, and shewed this_
-thing to him, which he Jooked over, and seemed as much puzzled
. as the Serjeant.at Arms.  (Loud applauses;)  The Speaker then di~
© récted the Serjeant to go to the Magistrates of . Bow Street, who..
Knew of no dther warrants than they themselvesissued, which were
. according po the law of the land ; which made them nearly as much |
- puzzled asthie Speaker.  (Loud applanses,) | This unfortunate piece.
“af paper, or thing, as properly called by the Honourable Baronet, | =

fembers of the House .

' any persons to represent them as acting 'illeg

: L sy , ALl
was thien laid before His Majesty’s Council, anassemblaye of all the
wise men of the country, with the Lord Chancellor. at théir head; "

still they were:as much puzzled.asithe Speaker;: although-they Had
' theiadvice of all the Law, Officesrs, ! they weremot able to stamp its -
' ,validit)'s.,e:(L&ud&z@pla’weﬁ,’);;‘,.'llzhg.:"sFi’rstf TLord of the Treasury, the'- . .,
Chancellor of the Exchequer, #nd a lawyer too; was puzzleds(Lowudi: v

applauses.) «He ddvised thie Sgrjeaht to-make out a case,!and pre-- "
sent it to the Attorney Generql; whichthe.Berjeant:accordingly didz-
but the Learried Gentleman appedred/;to-be more puzzled: than.evén
the Speaker himself;. Isay!thereis-but oné more:tribural to:be puze:

‘l _z}ed, whichis a British-Jury.: .[(Lowd applauses;) -oltrappears:to bé a.’

thing which .nobody:can-underitand,:-Wihen theicase:ofs:-Mr. Gale:

“Jones came before; the: House; the: gieat argument.was, that the. '
' privilegesafi the; House were so:high,  that:tlie. Judges:of:tHe-Landi:
“dare not _look:at:them 3 but-when the:same-authority was broughtiin: .~

question;as to the committal: of Sir FrantisBuidett, they had:ite ‘
apply: to the:Magistrates of: Boiw Streét: fdr: their:advice how they . .

~ should, supportthase  great : privileges. :(Lo#l.iapplanses.)’ sy,
~ Gentlemen;;-arid:1-wlil. contend for ity that'no subject has a:right to .

be sent t¢. prison for .d:libel,  béfore hié has beenitried by an impar-'

tial Jury. I will-contend that this'is the law of the land, and those '

that attempt to:act: otherwise usirp its power. . (Loud-applaieses. ). :
Not any thing that I could say in support of this  grand patt of Gur ..
Constitution, could’be ‘so-forcible” as the words: of thei%reat Lord -
Lyttleton—That so-long: as ‘privileges:weré consistent with the law,

E they were an advantage to the subject,” but- the smoment they went': | |

heyond thit, by whatever power-they. 'werée claimed;- they were no-.;
thing else .but despotism.. = (Loud -applauses,). '1.do not'wish to‘al-.
lude to what is called party, in the House of Commons, for I never
have been aparty maa'; but Imust allude tothose wh‘o'wer.e called -
the. Whigs,. the Talents, ‘and the Quts; call:them which you:

‘please ; but when the business of Sir Francis Burdett came - before

the House; they said they would rally round the Government, which
they had so much vilified, and déclared'incapable‘of conductn}g His
Majesty’s Government ; yes, they-would overlook every thing to'

“get 1id of ‘that kind of nuisance. ;. Iinean the Hon. Baronet, who,

by his virtues and talents was-in himself a host, and able to support
and stand upagainst the whole of them. (Loud a[fpzqusq;, and cries
of Burdett for ewer /) ‘The dayis our own ; it you will only be trye to

" yourselves, andyou must have a reform jn the House of Parliament.

‘(Loud. applauscs, and cries of awe will, we will.) They brotght the,
Hon. Baronet to the Tower, they _thought to have draggcd hl__m’ -‘fv_rom :
yopt hearts, but he wiil overcome them all; he has a,'_mm@ that
soars so much above the littleness of theirs, that makes him regarde-

" Jess of his fate, if he can only serve bis country and fellow subjects.”

(Loud huzzas, and Burdett for ever /), He concluded with récom-

‘mending to them to retire to theit hamés. and ta give no -handle te

1

2

ally, and violating the :

peace and tranguilhty which they’ were bound to support.

e o e e e
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~ ward, ‘who with some reluctance, obeyed the ordern?t.” ..

- calling out: of a:militdry:force, on thd: late occasion:iz(:Loud: ap

- precedenti~—(Loud cries of i wé wwill not; we will not; attended by

S {ieany:

= N
SR,

- Mr. Stunest then-moved the Thinks jof thé Meeting to:the High"
 Bailiff, which:were.carried ananimously.: v e T e T

- The Hren; BAILIER ?r.étur,n‘,cdé-‘liis:a’cknow]cdgemén\ts*A.f-o't ~t’héivhot-’- :

~ nour conferred’on him 3 .after-which;- the' High Bailiff, attended by
" Lord .Cochrane;. Coli: Warlle; Mr. Sturch, and Mr. W,
tired from the hustings: - 0 6 fae o oai

Vishart; ‘re-"":
S

- Aftér-which, a loud cry took place for Mr. je'x;ning to é’_o'in’e}"ér'-{j

-Mr, JennNincs assured: the meetingit was ot his:sintention to”
have:addressed: them that day, nor would he have:come forward, if =~
hie had not: been: ‘called. for in. sugh. flatterirg ‘terms.: “He!would, -
therefore occupy.their attention but fora few moinents. £ Wihien/kié"

. hadithe:honourito.appear before them as onie of: the: Committee at'-

the last ' Westminstet Election, he did not see any thing ihithe: con=",
duct of the Electors :on ‘that oceasion;» which could have éntitléd: the

plauses))~Sir Francis:Burdett'had 4 right to committo papér the ars

- guinents he-had made@se of insthe House of;Cominons; to'give'his -
~ constituents.knowledge of his conduct. ~He was confident that the -

¥ilectors ‘of ‘Westminster would neverallow ;the niiwarranied step,
which had been taken against ‘theil’ Représentative, ‘to be madeia

loud applauses.y > . =+ voaeenh ap

.

- The meetmgfthen‘dispers\ediih( the most’ peaceable manner,

- - 'The entrances to both Houses.of Parliamert were closed ‘du""rin‘gi-'
. theday; not even:a Member ‘was allowed to:pass, or the Select’

Committee permitted to'sit. - The Speaker’s:Garden was'filled with

-military and constablesi - At one o’'clock the corps of Westminstct
-Volunteers;~commanded by Major Joues, were called- out, and
* madea strong tuster:; ‘they were stationed .in'Cottony' Garden; where:
' they were entertained by Mr. Leigh,

N

‘ he Master of - the:Wotks to
the\Houg‘e:of .C'ommbns; el ke sid e T
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