=
-

N
DN
O

u?mluu%n&

. TO THE '

ool

1

- HONOURABLE THE COMMITTEE

T nnllll

gﬁ]n

OF THE - : _ .

O
L,

'\ HOUSE OF COMMONS,

/ h

8

7
alotunbd o

UPON THE

ok

6 .

| scorcn pistiLLerEs

i

RESPECTING . = -

_ szfazlcge;‘ g\(azm’ed by the Hzgﬁland Ddizl[ers,
7 wite

STR.;citings upon a-late PusLicaTiow, upon the fame _ o

- .Subjeét, faid to be wrote by a Scotrcs NosLEMAN, .

- ’ - - N ) N v-..' N

© EDINBURGH: o
' PRINTED FOR A. LAWRIE, |
' PARLIAMENT-SQUARE.. |

,_—.—_‘




*
,"

A R
L

i

i

! \
!

i

i

i

|

;

!

%

\

]

1

| - rTsel
' ,1é=sé!Es!g:sség5zé=s==§========é=é=§s§sﬁ§§j
J TO THE
HONOURABLE THE COMMITTEE
oo 1 ) SR ,, PF1THE;‘ ‘
N  HOUSE OF COMMONS,
§ , - ON THE | '
1  SCOTCH DISTILLERIES. . .
T Héve read a pémplﬂet‘, intiﬁiled E
g6 Obfervatlons upon the Privileges enjoyed -
by. the ‘Highlands of Scotiand, under the
: prefent Excife Laws.” In this publication the .
' | author employs a poetical fancy to delude the .
imaolnatlon, ‘to take the paflions captlve, and
‘make his readers forget, that the fubje&t under -
review was not to be determined by paﬂion,
but by cool mve{hgatxon, and upon the moft
folid principles. The author himfelf feems to .
L {m crex:, that it is a. queﬁlon whxch involves the
) R ' A2 general
) 33 \
¢ ) .
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general pohcy of the country, and that itis now

under examination by a Committee of the
Houfe-of .Commons;: who are- employed with
unexampled induftry, in the impartial inveft-

gation of .the {ubje& in order that a juft, a-.

“wife and permanent law may fettle the bufinefs
tor;thq-@dmntageoxﬁ the Q,Qmmun;ty.at.large- |

Truth needs not:the ornaments of fantaftic
drefs I fhall therefore endeavour to bring the
fubje& itfalf undef the review of the Com-
'mittee, upon a plan, very dlfferent ﬁom that
which our author has purfued and I fhall’at
--the- fame time, -take the liberty to ammadvert
upon {uch. parts “of ks pubhcatlon, as feem
chiefly to -merit attention. , -

To ‘lead his readels to the great point
wlnch he Wlfhes to eftablith, our author en-

deavours to 1mpiefs them {’crongly w1th the "

perfuaﬁon, : that the Lowland d1ﬁ111erb are-

.men who: have formed defigns, very 1njur10us-.
to. the pubhc.; Amongﬁ other thmgb, he -

zells us, ¢ That credulity. 1tfelf can hardly
.6 doubt that they have formed a plan, by the
“ fubverﬁon of - the nghland diftilleries, to

¢ fecule ‘to themfelves a monopoly of - the

'f ¢ whole corn market in Scotland;” but I

g;onfefs, I don’t beheve any { fuch plans v were
' ever

-
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.gver formed by them; nor would it be ‘within
their Ppower to carry them into effe&. Permit
.me, in a curfory manner, to éxplain my

. Views, and I have no doubt but the Commit- -

}ee.wlll_ join ‘with me in the conclifion I
-have formed. ' '

Monopolies are of two kinds, the firft is

.leoal fuch as is “held by charter, “whereby i is

fecured to any. 1nd1v1dual or body of men,
prxvﬂeges in-trade or comimerce, fo. the intire o
* feclufion of every other perfon; fuch are the -
~monopolies enjoyed by the Eaft India Com-
‘pany, and Corporations in Boroughs. The
_fecond kind of monopoly is, when by any

‘influence, - other ways than- by the exertion ™

~of natural or acquired abilities, and honeft
indufiry, any perfon, or body of men, pervert
~ the juft and natural courfe of fales, and take
poﬂ'e{ﬁon of the market.

If this definition - be a juft one, and. the
Lowland diftillers are to- be ~judged by it,

Jm{te_ad of deferving accufation, they will be

found highly meritorious indeed. It is hardly
neceflary ‘to - obferve; that they never at-
tempted to acquire an exclufive charter to the
corn trade of Scotland, and I am fure it is
equally certam, that they’ may defy the whole

. world‘
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world to fhew, that in any one inftance, they

) have comblned to exclude others flom the .
' malkct for too often have I known thexr

i«:een competmon amongf’c themfelves, {o raife

-the prices, as to prove 1nJur10us eyven to the
“coungry at largc. : '

'
'

" Does this author find fault with thern becaufe

~ they ‘made large purchafes of barley, and
extended their' demand to the northernmoﬁ»
‘coafts? Did he ever. know them enter into
’combmatzon, to reduce the prices ?  Were they -
ever known to ftore it up. beyond what was

nece{’hry for thelr own confumptlonp Did

“they ever flore it up, -in order to take advan.-

tage of a uﬁng market, that they mlght fell it

out for profit to the needy public? . Is there |
‘one farmer or corn-dealer, ﬁom Edmburgh to
':CulthanS’ who ever complamed that they .

were ou1lty of any unfair tranfalion. The

Scotch farmers, and even their landlords, never
’ Ffound an eﬁ‘auly’/mzent, to which they have been more

endebted, than they /uwe been to the Scotch di jz’zlle-
ries: -how u“xcandld 1s It then, to accufe them

of for'nmg plans to monepohze tl e trade >

But from this authorg, it is nor only uncan- -

‘did, but ridiculous in the extreme: the gentle.
‘man has forgot that Lc is pleadmg in, behalf

of

71

"’of nghland dlﬁxllers, who by law, are ex»

“prefsly excluded from the low" Country corn’ -
“market, and with- whom therefosé there ‘can
be no eompetmon “he: pleads for diftillers, -
who are reftrifted to’ 500 bolls, for every fill
of 40 gallons, which they have entered for:

~duty; who, according to their entrles, cannot -

legally exceed 62,500 bolls, a quantity, which
could hardly be felt in the general market;
‘a quantity, which our author tells us, is

‘ ~ produced in.a country which yields grain on§y

of the. pooxeﬁ quality,” for which the fouth

~ country diftillers would hardly offer any price..

And, is it for this they are firaggling fo hard

' to monopolize the market? This would no

prove a temptation even-to a_fool. No fuch thing

has happened no fuch thmg can happcn

Lct a thmkmg man conﬁder “for a moment,
'the nature of this artlcle, and he will immedi-

| ~ately be fatisfied, that it cannot be a fubjeé’t of

~monopoly, efpecially to dlf’ullers The- article

“is large and bulky, dnd cannot be concealed .

"It is found in every corner of Great Britain,
and cannot be put without the reach of any
individual. It is perlﬂmble in its very nature,
“and cannot be long ftored without manifeft
injury to the holder. Itisin conﬁant demand -
by dlf’nllels, by brewers, by maltﬁers, by

manu-
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" manufa&urers of pot- barley, and by almoﬂ:

all the 1nfer10r ranks in Scotland, whofe Jarrmg

| interefts can never be made to coalefce, and
amongft whom no- combinations can be formed-
) And ﬁnally, it"is an article of foreign and
‘domeftic commerde;. and in its progre{s cannot

be controuled. "As the ﬁtuatxon of diftillers

is fixed by law, and the extent of their con-
} fumption may be known, as their demand is
- perpetual and peremptory, it is eafy to con-
ceive, ‘how the farmers " and  corn - dealers
- might, upon occafions, have art fuﬂiment 1o
‘bring them into difficulties, in ordcr to raife

‘the price againft them; but by no means. can-
“the diftiJlers be the. occaﬁon of diftrefs to thofe:
perfons,. for from fome quartel or other, the

- neceflary. and conftant - confumption. of the.

-diftilleries muﬁ be fupphed i

I have'hcard th,c low ‘country‘diﬁillers com-
_plained of upon very different grounds; when"

\1t was faid, that detachmg themfelves from the ' =
“Scotch market, they had their fupplies. toof '
~frequently from England and this was cer-

tainly true, before-the licence at took place;:

- and the Scotch landlords and farmers may reft '

a{ﬁned that to that market they will agam

. refmt, 1fthelr manufa&ure is put-under furvey; -
for the beﬁ of Eanhﬂl barley wxll only anfwer -
o , ~ the

”‘['9'/_]

the mode of working, which will be then re-

guired. Our author upon the whole w1{hes to

attach an odium to the low country dlﬁlllers,
whom he ftilés his enemies; but let him béware
left fo unjuft an attempt fhould recoil tipon
himfelf ; for that reader muft have little’ dif-
cernmient who has not difcovered that all' this
is intended to create a prejudice, and not
really- to expifcate truth.- : :

Our atithor feems from the beginning fo vio-

lently agitated with his fubje&, that his' iitipe-

tucfity has not left him fufficient time for
reﬂeéhon, and he has not been aware, that this
would prove more hurtful' to his caule, thah
even ftupidity itfelf. Under this influence he,
feems to have compiled, what appears to me
to have been intendeéd by him, ds a narrative

" of fteps, which he alledges have been purfued
by the low country diftillers, to deprive the

Highlanders' of the indulgences which they
have enjoyed ; but the account is fo firangely
given, that the fimpleft way in which- I' can
lay it before the reader, will be: conﬁdered
as a caricature defcription.:

He makes the low country diftillers fay,
that the nghlandels diftil as expedltlouﬂy as
themfelves ; if indeed they faid fo, they were

' B wrong,
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wrongs for it is not true. He tells us, that

, they paﬁed up advertifements in retail {hops

in Edinburgh, for fale of Highland whliky,
when in fa& no fuch whifky was there to fell.
I find it dlfguﬁmd to give placeto fuch ¢rifling.
He adds; that they produced famples of barley
from the nghlands, alledgmg, that they were
as good as the Lothians could produce; here
I fuppofe they mdy have been in the right:
and he now thus elegantly concludes thé nar-
rative. % The town of Edinburgh was bored

“with tricks of this kind of chartilantry ; they

made . calculatlons from maximum  to mini-

\ mum, in combinations mﬁmte, to demonﬂrate

the. maglcal dexterity of Hwhland fills. All

,thls they did to work. upon the paffions of the
gentlemen ;  they even called . in the aids of
religion and morality, and whined, moft me-

thodlihcaily, which procured them many ad-

‘vocates.  But -the Highland powers were
qulckly rallied in their own defence, came:

boldly - forward and denied the whole poiné
blank. . They caught the Proteus in his tortu-

ous march and have already feculed to them- -
felves the v1aory, by obliging the enemy to

ftand fill, and examine a few decifive fafls.”
This in fubftance is his narrative, very nearly

“in his own words, and I leave it with the
, rea,der w1thout remark. But I muﬁ be per-

- mitted

[ 1]

mitted to look back to "or}ef paffage; which

. merits more ferious animadverfion. He fays
- _in his7th page, ¢ that it is not furprifing that
~#-men fo devoutly given as diftillers, fhould

4 acqulefce in the appellation of {low poifon-

% ers; thxs is to them become a "kind of nom

% du guerr, . but it'is’ really wonderful, that

_ ¢ fuch religious gentlemén {hould become direét

. j)ozﬁmers, thould ufe ‘mineral acids in their

. ¢ .bufinels, and manufa&ure aiwrrzble murderous
“-f‘ ﬁuﬁ' called Turk »

It is not enough for’ the dxﬁlllers to come

‘ forward- here, and by the' feeble powers of

any pen, give the dire& lie to the affertion.

For asiit is a bafe, a falfe, and fcandalous libel,
~a libel which Charces a refpe&able body. of

men with crimes moft black ‘and infamous; a
libel Wthh deeply affeéts their honour and

- eflate; in juftice to the: public and themfelves,
,they ought not to fuffer the matter to reft here:

Were I a dlﬂlller, no concealment fhould

‘- hxde the author from my fearch; no-name, no

power, no intereft thould fcreen him from.the

‘ 'punlﬁlmcnt which--he fo juftly merits ; -and
: though he were hid in- the moft 1nacceﬂib1e

mountains of the north, he thould feel that there

“were laws by which’ thls country are governeda
e, 'fox anon_ymous mlumuy s the Slab of an affa affen.

B 2 ’  After
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. After we have feep thefe fpecimens of our

author’s powers, little I am afraid can be ex-
pelied from the fketch of fafls which he has

prefented to us, as. the criterion upon which

the great queftion, as he fays, muft be decided.
He looks with prejudice, and he deliberates in anger.

I am not therefore much. {urprifed to find,.

that in this fketch, he neither exhibits a fa&
nor pringiple, upon which the matter in dif-
pute can reft; for the four heads which he

propofes to difcufs, and his whole confequent

reafoning, may be fairly comprefled under this
fymple ynconclufive propofition, That if the

circumitances now exift, whlch induced a.

former parliament to grant'indulgence to the

'vH1gh1andels, the prefent parliament ought to

continue . with them the fame indulgence;
nothing furely can be more inconclufive,. for
each of thefe circumftances may actually exift,
and yet the prefent parliament find good
reafon to refufe the boon.

| Whllﬂ; thuslrf"I reprobate the p‘]an‘ which is
propofed to fettle the difpute, I intreat the

patience of the Committee, when I endeavour
to.difcufs it upon principles more obvious and

concluﬁve. In this difcuffion, I will not make

ufe of declamatlon, I will not endeavour to

caft rep1 cach upon the ngblanders, by gwmg
‘ them

[. 13- ]
them invidious names, by imputing to them -
intentions, at which their honeft hearts would; :
certainly revolt. I will not flile them by 1 thé :
bitter appellation  of enemies, and thereby:
gndeavour to beget an ammoﬁty, which -I
hope has no exiftence in the breaft of either

- party. I will give my opinion plainly; and I~

wifh it only to have influence, in as far as it
fhall be fupportcd by truth and found reafon,

The ﬁr{’z propoﬁuon whlch I fhall beg
Jeave to ftate to the Honourable Commltteeﬁ'
as dire&ly. in point, and. which I intend to
illuftrate, is this, Tuart 17 1s coNTI{ARY
TO JUSTICE AND GOOD POLICY, TO GRANT

SPECIAL INDULGENCE. QR EXEMPTIONS TG

ANY SET OF MEN, FROM ANY TAX IMPOSED
UPON ARTICLES QF GENERAL CONSUMPTION.
Every experienced and juft financier. makes
;_t a great point to which his attention is di-
refted, that every duty impofed upon the
community fhall be extended equally over all,
and fhall opprefs no individual. Taxes upon
luxuries in whatever manner they are impofed,
can never be oppreflive, becaufe any man whqg
pleafes may forbear the ufe of them. It .could
not be deemed oppreﬂion, for example, if Go-
vernment had taxed the perfon ufinghair powder
atten gumeas inftead Qf one, for any one might.
forbepr
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‘forbear to ufe it. - Taxes upon the neceﬁ'amev
ofhfe, in whatever manner they are impofed,

inavery, little" time will equalize themfelves,
for all muft: ‘have them, and all muft pay for

‘. thém. Difference of ﬁtuatlon may- render it

more - difficult for a confumer of any article,
which is hable to duty, to ‘acquire poﬁ"eﬁion
of it in ong part of the kmgdom than another,

“and in ‘confequence the price muft vary accor-

ding to circumftances ; but it would be an
attempt equally rldlcu\ous and’ 1rnp1ra£hc:«ﬂale9
for any government, by any plan of equaliza’

- tion, tQ endeavoul {6 balance to that man
the mconvemency of his ﬁtuauon, and enable
him to purchafe that article as cheap as it can

be obtained by his more fortunate countrymen.
if government was to embrace fuch an idea,
it would involve them m- 1nexphcable taby-
rinths of dlfcu{ﬁon, and: it would be found
impoffible to balance the- ‘claims of” paltles,
Beﬁdes, it is not the duty impofed,. whlch
creatés the mconvemency, the fituation, the
unpropltlous cir cumﬁances ex1ﬁed before any
tax was laid on;’ and it is a ftrange idea in-
deed, that a tax fhould’ be fo. modified, asto
rendera fituation better than it was-before it
was taxed. - But if the principle was to be
admitted, that a mitigation of taxes: mu{’t be

~&ilOW’€d, as a premmm ‘to brmg thmgs to a

leval

L1 1]

Jevel, . where nature has_trefufed her favours
it would be found, that there dre many fitua- |
'tiox'ls,; where the paternal ‘interference of go-
vernment would be: neceflary. to effet . that
purpofe, and to equalize articles of neccﬂ"ary«
;confumptxon, even when no dutles are impofed

upon them.

. For example: coal.dt the coal-pits, twelve
miles {fouth of Edinburgh, are fold at twe-
pence halfpenny per cwt.’ From thele very
“coal-pits, coal is carried full forty miles to the
fouth country, -where the inhabitants have no
other fupply of fuel, ‘and there they are; {old -
at one ﬂnlhng per hundred weight, makmg a
difference of -nine-pence halfpenny per cwt
to the confumers there.” TFo countera& the
Srowardnefs of nature, as our author calls it, by'
the {miles and indulgence of Government, in

“order to equalize their different fituations,

it becomes neceflary to lay a tax of nine-pence

~halfpenny upon coal at the pit, or more pro-

perly, of four-pence three farthings, which

fum,. when . colletted, . thould be given ix
‘premium . to. the more diftant inhabitants,
“that they might find coal as cheap as-others;

and a variation muft alfo take place; to
equalize all the intermediate diftances.
The cafe needs only to be ftated, and the ab-

o furdity
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furdity is feen; -this reafoning appliés tom.

pletely to the Scotch dlﬁlllemes, whether {pirits _

are confidered as a luxury, or as a neceflary of
life ; for furely the impofition of the duty did
not create the diftin€ion, nor uporn its being
lmpofed, is it to be fuppofed, that Govern-
ment is bound to equalize to them the diffe-
rence. The Hwhland diftillers come forward

and fay, we are placed‘ in a poor country, our

grain is weak and unproduttive, our fuel bad,
“and-ill to be got, in fhort, we are placed in a
fituation very unpropitious for diftillation, but
we ftill with to drink whifky, and to be diftil-
lers; and in order to enable us to do fo, - Go-
vernment muft give us a premium, -that we
may drink it cheap.  Let any man of common
fenfe fay, if upon that ground the demand is
tenable ? - Arrangements of a nature fimilar to
this, would baflle the powers of an angel to
adjuft. : :

if ‘Government -would fay peremptorily to

[ 17 ]

“that privilege, but if you' chufe, you may let

it alone! - The low country diftiller comes
then forward and fays, I underftand diftillation
well, and I.-am in a fituation 'very propitious
for carrying on the trade, I accept your offer,
and will pay your demand; and I have no

“doubt my fales in the' country will reimburfe’

me with a profit. On the other hand, the
Highland diftiller fays, I do not und@rﬁana .
the ‘bufinefs of diftillation properly, I é.r_n not
poffefled of an apparatus. fufficient for ca'rry-».
ing on the manufature, I find myfelf fur-
rounded on all hands with difcouragement,
I cannot therefore agree to your. propofal,
becaufe I would find it;a lofing trade; but if
you will give mefuch a mitigation of duty,

‘that is, fuch a premiumy’ as . will balance my

unfortunate c1rcumﬂances, and enable me to
procure better grain, and plenty of fuel, in
that cafe I will diftil to pleafe my own tafte.

This ftatement fp'eaksplain’ly. the A‘langua‘ge.

§ me, you fhall drink whifky, and you fhall pay of both parties, and muft, with every candid
i a tax for doing fo, in that cafe they would be man,-decide the queftion, that-a plan of equa-
kf opprefforsi but the cafe is direftly otherways; | lization would be a romance in' Legiflation,
:% for Government finds® Scotch {pirits ‘a- fair g equally impolitic, and impoflible to be ac-
g {ubjeét of taxation, and therefore fay to the j comphﬂled 2
‘Fgg community at large, if you think proper to | o _

'f% drink. whifky, you: muft pay a certam tax ' for ' o e - But
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But I.go on to obferve, that in the cafe of
“the nghlanders, the experiment has been tried
and found a fyftem, not only calculated to
produce, but neceflarily’ pmdu&lve of fraud
and 1njuﬁlce

Thls part of the fubje& requires very httfe
illuftration.  The Lowland and Highland dis-
tillers, by the laft A€t of Parliament, were
‘confidered - as completely equalized. The
~high duties paid by the former, gave him a

full right.to poflefs the market to a certain
extent; whilft the Highlander, paying a very
Tow duty, was reftrited ina variety of refpeéts;.
every deviation therefore, of which the High-
landers have been guilty, frem the reftriftions
enforced upon them by the ftatute, was -an
" incroachment upon the privilege which the

Lowland diftillers were intitled to poflefs, -

by A& of Parliament, and muft be con-

fidered. as an a& of material injuftice. But

befides, every breach of the reftri€tions, under
which the Highland. diftillers were laid, was a
breach of their faith to Government, and a
fraud committed upon the public revenue. It
remains then only that it be proved, that they
have in fa& been guilty of fuch offences, and
the conclufion muft follow, that the equalizing
experiment has failed, and is impraéticable.

I

[ 191

I cannot eafily imagine, in what country our
author has refided for years pafty as he {fcems
{o.ill informed of the truth of the matter. I
am_perfuaded, he has never feen the High-
fands, nor even the map of Scotland, oijielfq
he never would have faid, that betwixt the
Highlands and the Lowlands, there ére“fewa '
points of p_x?a&ical contatt, . In truth, ther
idea is only fported by him, to perfuadé

“the ignorant, that it was impoflible for the

Highlanders to fmuggle their fpirits, the two
countries having hardly any poffible means
of .communication. .- To increafe our perfua-
fion of this 1mpp_ﬁib1hty, he tells us, that the
whole fpirjts cannot po{ﬁbly,be;« Jweated -down,
by the Highlanders into the low country. To
complete the figure, he fhould have added,

‘that -the- climate being coldy it is rather un-

favourable to perfpiration. -This may be wit,
and let the author have. the praife of it;
but if by this deceptive language he means
plainly to-ayer, that the Highlanders do not
fmuggle ‘their {pirits-into -the low. couhtry,
I fcorn to.-anfwer him; the Highlanders
themfelves, though conftitutionally attached
to Chieftains, are’ too ‘honeft to fupport him
here ; the:fat is mcontlovemble, itis proved,

if 1s acknowledged Sy
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*The famé has happened in all cafes, where
mdulgences have been granted, they have be-
come prqudmral to the revenue and country.’
—The drﬁrl& of”’ Fairntoth poflefled a right
of diftilling the barley of their own growth,
without - paying duty; the confequence was,
that the whole difiri& became like one diftil-
lery, atd from thence the fprrlts Were fent
over all’ Scotland the prlvﬂege given them’
was abufed; ‘and’ they all: became fmugolers
In’ ‘ofder-to remedy’ this abufe, Government
~as under the neceflity. of purchaﬁng that right
. flom ‘the proprletor of  Fairntofh, which was
found 1o injurious to the public. This cafe i is
due&ly fimilar -to. the prefent, only the evd
would now become more extenfive.

“To: obtam‘a fmall 1ever1ue, ‘where none was.
got formerly; Government. ‘granted the- nghu
landers licences to diftily. under ‘certain ‘re-
firiftions, at a very low duty. -This’ Has been
convertéd into a covert'for fmuggling, to a
great extent ; notwithftanding this, the High-
landers not only infit ‘upon a.renewal, but
even an extenfion of their’ prlvrleoes, they

fay that they have not grain'in their ‘coun- .

try, fufficient to ferve. them, :yet they now
infift for leave to manufatture double their
former quantity, and farther; that they {hall

be
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be permitted to fell their fpirits wherever they
may find amarket. Thus would they incroach,

till they would occupy the whole trade of

Scotland, 'till at laft they would compel Go-
vernment, in felf defence, and to preferve the
revenue, to purchafe from them privileges,
which at firft were granted contrary to Ju{hce
and found- pohcy :

I will conclude thts aroument wnh the

opinion ftated by Mr. Corbet, general fuper-

" vifor, who was long employed, ta put a ﬁop

to thofe illegal praflices, and whofe opinion
muft be eﬁeemed not. merely difinterefted,
but to have been formed upon the mo{’t perfea‘.
mformatlon. . >

_ ',“ Were_it, {ays he, ,pofﬁb'le to. conﬁr';e the

¢ Highland diftrifts-to the legal regulations’ '

¢ and refiraints, at prefent in force, refpetting
¢ them, it would be matter of little impor-

"« tance to the revenue, or Lowland diftillers,

“ whether they fhould. continue on the prefent
¢ footing or not. But all former experience
¢ goes to fhew, In the cleareft light, that

¢ this zs empoffible. No legal reftrittions, no

~ & yigilance on the part of the revenue officers,

¢ are able to prevent, both the introduttion
¢ pf low couniry grain into the Highland
' ¢¢ countries,
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KT countries, for the purpofe of dlﬁdlatwn,
% nor the tranfportatlon of Highland diftilled

 {pirits, to ‘the - low country, the. matterv

¥ therefore comes to a thort iflye, and the
£ concluﬁon muft be obvious,”

Thefe-fa_&s are fo.v,ﬁl'omgly ftated, the con;
fequences {o juftly deduced, and the queftion
gecided with. fuch precifion, that he has left
me. no}:\ occafign to fay ‘any thing in addition.

Permit me only to: take notice, that our
zuthor has made feveral calculations upon

{tills; and gallons, and ‘pep{ﬂa&tion‘; ‘but teall

his calculations, I anfwer in a. word, they
proceed upon the idea, that the Highlanders
did adhere to legal reﬁrléhons, and did not
fmuggle” their fpirits into the low country ;
but the faél is now put beyond all difpute, and
therefore thofe calculations ave at anend.. © -

Our author now ﬁaps forward, upen what
he feems to think a firmer gr ound, and plefents
before us, hlb dlﬁﬂlers, in a more important

~ relation to fociety, than merely as diftillers;

and «in his argument, he thus, in . thexr name,
addrefles Government : ¢ It is very true, that
as diftillers, we can adminifter nathing to’the
immediate fupport of the State, as the reve-

» nue
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nue we are able to pay is fo extremely trifling §
but we prefent before you, highly meritorious
improvements in the agriculture of the High-
lands, and arreft your wondering attention to
the increafe of population there; now to our

‘interpofition and influence alone,.are thefe

bleflings to be attributed; we have wooed,
Ceres, under moft inaufpicious cir¢cumftances;
and the has not refufed her favours; human
induftry and perfeverance have here exhibited
the higheft fpecimens of what may be effefted

* by their united powers. In oppofition to thé

phrenzy of emigration, and notwithftanding
the devaftation of two bloody wars, by HJgDh-
land diftillation, the firength of the kingdom
has been maintained, and the population of

the country has increafed; we therefore now
<claim our exemption, as the reward of the
“benefits which we have conferred upon the

community ;” Such is the proud language;
and fuch are the demands of our aunthor, in
behalf of the Highland diftillers; but the fatls

are aflumed, they are not proved ; and our

author often contradi@ts himfelf; in Oppo-
fition therefore, to all this, I offer to prove,
to the fatisfa&tion of the Committee, the fol-
lowing propofition; as very decifive in the
prefent queftion. THAT THE HIGHLAND DIs:

' ' TILLERS
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TILLERS NEITHER EVER HAVE COMMUNICA-
TED, NOR ARE CAPABLE IN THEIR RESTRICTLD
STATE, OF COMMUNICATING ANY REAL PER-

MANENT IMPROVEMENT TO THE HIGHLANDS, .

OR OF INCREASING THE POPULATION OF THE
COUNTRY. ’ ' '

It will be an amufing relaxation for the
Commniittee to take a view of the Highlands in

its improved flate, as it is defcribed by this

author. He tells us, ¢ that the Highland
diftillers are poor men, working their ftills

without aid of machinery or buildings, with-
out the neceffary implements of their trade;

working in black huts, remote from roads
where wheel can pafs, obliged to ufe the

deareft and the worft of fuel, without any juft’

idea of the nature of a fill, drawmg the
{pirits, and catchmo them in bottles :” - this he
fays is all done in a poor, and barren, and
mountainous country, producing grain in many
places fit for nothing: but diftillation ; planted
here and there with colonies. of defperate
men, who were juft about to emigrate and
forfake their native country, but were retained

by permiffion to reft themfelves upon fome
black and barren moor, where with infinite’
labour they prepared themfelves a {pat, hardly '

)

fufﬁc;ent to preferve exzﬁcnce.\ ,
It
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It would furely require the faf¢ination 'of:
exuberant fancy, to make us believe that heis
in earneft, in prefenting fuch improvements, |
as intitled to a premium; furely it would:
require a double degree of fafcination to per~
fuade us, that thefe diftillers can poffibly wifh-

to continue in their forlorn fituation. : Cruel

‘would I think the law which would chain them’

to that {pot, for it is in the tempeftuous north
and our author tells us, ¢ the roofs which-
cover the works and workmen confift of fods,
fupported by a few fticks, the whole ralfed;'
upon the margin of a fpring, the ftock . |
trade confifting of a {till, a worm, a few-dozen.
of bottles, and two' or three fmall tubs'; the-

kettle of the fiill placed upon a few loofe

ftones, and the fire confifting of fuel which-
will hardly burn.” "I abfolutely could imagine:
he was defcribing the miferies of a Laplander,

" inftead of a country or people, who merited a’

premium for fpirited improvements.  Yet,
notwithftanding the abfurdity of the pi&ture
with which he has entertained us, he has helped
us to fome interefting fatls ; he tells us, that
the diftillers in the country thus defcribed,

“have excited a paffion for the cultivation of

corn, though they fill raife grain of the poor-
eft quality, and have had influence fufficient
io chace back the graﬁncs to the mountains,

D which

;
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{hich are fit for nothing elfe; that the diftil.
Teries hold the balance betwixt the cultivators
of corn and of fheep; that as fheep afford
“moft profit, corn would be deferted, wnlefs

fapported by their influence. If I have

formed any juft ideas of agricultare, and of
the country defcribed by this author, I would
in the ftrongeft manner reprobate his ideas of
improvement, and ‘tefl him, that the beft im-
provement would be, to undo what ke had done.
This reafoning ‘applics to the motntainous

parts of ‘the Highland diftri@; for there to

introduce a corn hufbandry, into a foil ard
climate,. which produces grain only of the
pooreﬂ; quality, and to perfevere in fuch a
- plan, is to pervert nature from her purpofé ;
and in order to obtain fome baftard, fickly,
il - nurtured plants, exclude the, produc~
tions, by which, even in that climate and
barren foil, nature wifhes to comfort her
children.  For the ridiculous idea of encou-
ragmg diftillation, and a moft imperfeét huf-
bandry, the flocks and cattle are driven to the
mountains to perifh with want, their natural
fituation being occupied by what may be tru!y
ftiled the dwarﬁﬂz exotics, which have been in-
‘troduced Every intelligent farmer knows
that naturé can be affifted, but cannot be

forced; there are many climates and foils

congenial

L2y
congenial to pafture hufbandry, in which an
attempt to cultivate corn would ruin the rafh
enterprifing farmer, and in which no improve-
ments upon that:plan will repay the expence.
In high, cold, wet fituations, the only im.
provement poflible is upon the ftock, -and not

- upon the corn: he. ‘talks of balancmg m the

Highlands, the winter and the fummer ftock
of cattle, but a moment’s thought, and a very
little knowledge of the nghlands, and their
;‘ntereﬁs, wil tell him, that to them the
Englifh and Lowland markets can alone create -

~ that balancea The fooner therefore that thefe

boaﬁed improvements are banifhed, and the
fields reftored to the paftoral plan, it will be
more proﬁtable to all concerned. It is true
under that ceconomy, the numbers of mankind
may be diminithed in that partrcular place,
and the haif ftarved falmero w1ll ‘be feen no

“more ; but as the foil is made more produtive

of food for men, men will arife in another

~cotner in grgater numbers, and be more pro-

fitable to focxety, than if they had vegetated in
the midft of the mountains, as ﬂovenly, 1mper-
fe& and unproﬁtable diftillers. It muft there-
{ore be obvious, that d: Ytillation . lms not beeny and
cannot be the means of zmj;rowng tkcyé countries..
Iam the more confirmed in this idea, by what
{ have ooferved in the fouth, where in large

D2 ﬂleep
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~ fheep . wakes, the mtelhgent farmer calefuily
‘abftains from the cultivation of corn, even in

the moft favoured and theltered fpots, becaufe
fuch fields” were found abfolutely nece{fary

for the fafety. and profperity of his flocks,
‘in certain {eafons of the years

“and the moft
intelligent farmer with’ whom I was ever ac-

quainted, having got a"leafe of a very exten-

five:farm, as quickly as poflible: ploughed. up
and’ fallowed every part of it where plough
could go, filled it with lime, and with one
crop, laid the land down with grafs, and pre-
ferves it to this’ day, an- improved, a 1,1ch

pafture for his flocks and cattle,

‘.B‘ﬁt I hé#e been led to go deeper into the
fubjett than our author has done; he has

‘talked at’ random, of 1mprovements and of

proﬁts, of defolation, poverty and ruin, with-
out giving us any fafts upon which we can
fix our attention, ‘but fuch as make againft
his argument ; his contrade‘uons harrafs  the
imagination, and whilft we wifh to explain
them,” we are involved in utter darknefs.—;

He tells us that the country is in poverty,

‘in mifery, is barren, wild, and uncomforta-

ble; at the fame time he fays, that thou-
fands of -acres are lmproved capitals are
r;ufed markets are eftablifhed, in fhort, a new

. face

29 ]
face is indued over the wholc. At one time
he tells us, that the dlﬁxllers are miferable,

and their dwellings, hovels; and yet in the
{ame inftant, he points out thofe very diftillers

-as the great pillars which fuftain the profperity
~of - the: Highlands,

In one place he fays
that their capitals confift of fome fods, fup-
ported by a few fticks, a worm, a few bottles,

and tubs; and yet the next inftant he tells us,

that their ftall fed oxen have created markets
in the north, and furnifh the country with a

" weekly. fupply, where none was formerly to

be obtained : thus would he delude our imagi-

_nations, by holding forth the'ideal effefts of a
power, hardly. in exiftence.

- But if infiead of
galloping along with our impetuous author,
we look at things diftinétly as they are,

the ' delufion - vanifhes® in a moment, and we
difcern objeéls in their natural forms: the fact

is, that the Highlands, efpecially the interme-
diate parts; are very much improved, and very

“unlike the gloomy pifture given us by our

author, who feems only happy, when contem-
plating black moors, tempeﬁuous mountains,
or miferable hovels: but the improvements

in the Highlands are real ; and I now propofe

~to prove to the Committee, this propofition,

refpefting them, THAT THEY HAVE ORIGINA-
TED FRQM, AND MUST STILL BE INCREASED

AN D
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AND MAINTAINED BY CAUSES INDEPENDENT
OF IHE'D‘ISTL‘L,LER;I(‘E:.&_? W :

I dare fay there is no perfon who ig
verfant in the flate of general fociety, bug
will readily acknowledge, that in the laft
Bfty years, -mankind have dichycre‘gI powers
and refources which were formerly unknown P
their kﬁOW?{‘ledge is enlarged, their minds more
;:ultivate_d, and thelir manners more civilized :

the fciences are now more applied to ufe, ‘and

infinite ‘ingc;m,ﬁ;tyv and art have beén employed

to encreafe to men the means and the facility
“of enjoyment; an Jimproved agriculture has
become the neceflary confequence of this re-
volution ; improvements have extended with
}mow‘ledge,fand, their rewards haye {limulated
induftry ; new modes, and new implements of
hufbandry have'been employed with fuccefs ;
new manures have been found out, and the
former refources have begsn" more carefully
attended to, and applied upon more found prin:
ciples, -gr‘xdf with greater czconomy ; ‘the com.

municationamongft men has become more open;

and theyare more defirous of mutual intercoutfe,
- It would have been miraculous. indeed, if
the Highlands of. Scotland, which fends, forth
her enterprifing fons to. every quarter of the

' ' globe,

[ st 1§
globe, fhould have felt nothing of thé bene.-
ficial influence of a revolution of things,
that - has been produ&tive of fuch fignal
bleflings to the human race.  But it is rot fo.
The Highlands of Scotland has felt that in-
fluence almoft in every' corner, and" every
where difplays the marks of an improved huf.
bandry ; and it is evident in all their exertions,
that it is neither want of information, nor
want of induftry which retard the Highlanders.
in their progrefs, but want of capital, and & Jealoiss
diflike of frangers. Notwifhﬁandin‘g this, their
improvements ate not as this gentleman repre-
{ents them, only ¢ hot-beds cultivated by the
landlords,” for in the Highlands there are cx.
tenfive trafts of country, which yield to few in
beauty and cultivation. I fpeak here of the
intermediate diftriét, and the reafoning applies
particularly there ; but there are even in the
Highland diftriét, cxtenfive trafls, which are
fcarcelyexceeded inbeauty and richnefs, by any
lands in Scotland. Our author is {o enamoured

of black and barren moors, that he remains

not an inflant to contemplate the delightful
banks of all our great and many finaller rivers,
where are not only {pots, but trafls of country
of above fifty miles extent, where nature
fmiles in full luxuriance upon her fons, and
where nothing is wanting but humane land-
Yords to give leafes to their tenants, animation

\

fo
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to hope, and permanency to property ; befides,
in many of thefe diftrifts, there are already
eﬁabhfhed many manufaétures of confiderable

1mportance : for example, manufa&ures of

linen, for exportation; bleach fields, print -
ficlds, cotton works; thefe have given vigor to

agrlculture, have: mcreafed the. population of

the country, and given to induftry the profits

and comforts to which its children are fo well

intitled. 1 fpeak only of countries with which

Iam perfonally acquainted, and whofe plans of
management I have often obferved from this

review, it is not poﬁible that the committee;

that any man will allow hxmfe]f to fuppole
that the improvements of the Highlands have
been derived from a few fill pots feated
upon a few Joofe ftones, in a black. hut, or
from their owners, whofe capital ‘extended
only to their bottles .and their tubs.

But, in proof of my propofition, I have far-
ther to obferve, that the love of luxuries which
ever have been, and ever will be purfued

- with keen avidity by all mankind, has in the -

fouth countries converted many of their rich-
eft fields into paﬁure, and befides, in thefe
countries, the very pooreft ranks. of man-
kind, eat bread from flour of Wheat, and
many thoufands of quarters of that. grain

are now fown, where fifty years ago, tl(liey
id

[33]

did not fow one bufhel; thefe c1rcum{’cances
have occafioned a very great diminution in
the culture of barley, a great part of what
is raifed of that grain is confumed by por:
ter and ale. b1ewe1s, and manufa&urexs of .
pot barley, which is fent in great ‘quantities
to the London, Dutch and American mar.
kets, and all put together, have induced - a
fearcity . of that article in that part of Scot-
land.. When the Scotch diftillers began to
extend their manufatture, they applied to
England for a fupply of barley, ds- the
grain from thence fuited their purpofe beft,
whilft they wrought under {urvey; but when
this mode of taxation was changed, they
found fome cargoes in the north which gave
them great content; they increafed their
demand, and the attention of the farmers there
was excited, their application was redoubled,
they found their induftry rewarded, their crops
of bear were libexal, for the cultivation of
it was congenial to the foil and climate ;
with the increafe therefore of the demand, .
the article became more plentiful, and it be-
came the favorite with the. farmer, becaufe it
paid ‘him beft. Thus the market Jrom the fouth
country diftillers, contributed to the cultivation and
prosperity of the north. \‘

E _ How
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How much is this account of the matter
more juft and natural than that which would
attribute the improvemenis of the north, to
a few unhappy diftillers, who, from their
black huts, their miferable ftills and fcore

of bottles, could not poflibly extend their in-

fluence one mile beyond their dwellings.

But we are told, that all improvement
would be attempted in vain, unlefs .the
farmers found a market at home, and this
‘market their own diftilleries could ‘alone
furnifh ; for their ‘diftance from the - fhore
cannot be remedied, and their remote, {e-
queftered glens are not to be explored. It
is true, in fome places they are very diftant
from the. fhore, but diftant as they are, I
will take upon me to fay, that until they
" make themfelves familiar with the fhore, their

improvements will neither be extenfive, ef-

feftual, nor permanent. In difcuflions of this
- nature, I have not obferved the idea fuffict-
ently attended to, but I am {atisfied that it
is true, that in whatever fituation we are
placed, it is communication, -it is commerce
‘alone, which makes us know the value of the

goods which we poffefs; the value of the land

“itfelf is only known by means of commerce.

Whatever tends to.-pave the way to mutual’

intercourfe,

T 35 1

jhtercourfe, to more frequent and intimate
,.co_mmu'nications of mankind with each other,
improves the man himfelf, enlarges his power
of ation, his farm participates of its influence,
and a general profperity and comfort ‘is 'the
refult. In this poirit of yiew, what a detefta-
ble {yftem is that fyftem of Excife, in which

_ the Highlanders are prefently involved; this

to them is the language of the law, for which
they are ‘_cqnﬁtendin‘g:_'You Jhall not ufe one
quarter of begr, or barley, which grows without

| your boyndaries s yow Jhall not carry one drop of

jo’ur fpirits into ‘the ‘Lowlands. By thefe re-
firainits, communication is diffolved, rivalfhip
in improvements isatan end ; a certain morofe
iaﬁ;d {fulky jealoufy prevails; and had the wall
of Adrian been placed acrofs the line of de-
‘.;x'harlg':gtio'n, it could hardly _h;nie been more
‘effetual, to keep the country in barbarifm.
But when circumitances, / will even fay neceffity,
fmpéls mankind to mutual intercourfe, how

~ quickly does their fituation change? Com-

merce is a chain, which connetts together the
corners of t1}é 'Eta'rth; ”un‘ité{sf cqnlter‘xding na-
‘tions, and binds’ focieties together in indis-
foluble bands : for whilft it tells the individual
that he is not ‘infulated, and makes him feel
that he is not independent, it at the fame time
!giédgés‘~{‘the united powers of man for his

E 2 4 yi‘ofperity,
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profperity, whilft it teaches him, by induftry,
m contribu.te towards the general good.

When the nghland farmer firlt emerges
from his fequeﬂ:ered glen, a timid jealoufy
of all he meets with, makes him difpofed to
{hrlnk back, and hide himfelf in his miferable
hovel but after being a little accuftomed to

foc1ety, the moment he reaches the fhore, he

is aftonifhed to find, that half the nations of
the earth have been labouring for his benefit,
and are 1nv1t1ng him to paltake of the bleflings
\ they are ready to confer. - There he finds an

infinity of 1mplements prepared to facilitate
his labours, and fecure his -fuccefs; there-

WOod, iron, Jime, grafs feeds, &c. &c are
offered hlm, in barter for his grain. .Having
got poffeﬂion of thofe, and money befides,
in return for his barley, he goes home de-
hghted he returns 1mpowered to renew and
extend hlS exertions, and make them more

, eﬁe&ual

Compared with thls true defcrlpuon, how
blafted appear the images of defpalr, which
our authér has obtruded upon our imagination,
and Wthh he would make us believe were the
irremediable cu'cumﬁances, with which the
nghlanders of Scotland were curfed; though

at,

[Loer T
at the fame time, he would perfuade us, that
they deferve a premium for their patience,
in enduring mifery. Difficulties fubfide, as
hope is nourifhed, and ftill more do tney
vanifh beneath the powers of animated exer-
tions. I am told, the diftance of the High- -
lands from the fhores is immenfe, and the
roads are impaflable. But in Perthfhn‘e3 I
know the roads are excellent; and at prefent,
in Aberdeenthire, they are makmg roads,
upon ‘the higheft {cale of perfe€tion. 1In this

refpe&t, fimilar improvements are going on in
‘every corner; and the patriotic zeal of Gen-

tlemen, would be much better employed in:
obtaining for the nghlanders good roads, in
opening communications to every corner; and
they would thereby, more cffettually improve

their ¢flates, than by anxioufly fupporting a

{yftem, which tends to keep the inhabitants of
the Highlands in a ftate of {equeftration, of
flavery, and barbarifm.

I have feen, in the fouth country, lime
carried forty miles, for the purpofes of hus-
bandry, and applied with great fuccefs; and
I know for certain, that the lime to be had -
at the Pallian lime works, is intrinfically {o
fupenor to the lime in Mid- Lothlan, that the
dxfference of. quahty will hearly defray the

expence
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mgpence of cauymg it by fea, to Aberdeen;;
and it'is clf‘arly evident, that {hlpplng barley,
and other glaln, to the fouth country markets,
and carrying home lime in return, has done
gfinitely more to the jmprovement of the
hwhlands, than could poiﬁbly be effetied by
all the dlﬁxﬂcrles within their bounds. I will
even go fo far as to fay, that of all the land
i*nproved in the north and Highlands, not
onc acre of ten thoufand, owes its improves
ment to the nghland d;{’gllier;es‘

‘ But why have I thus fuffered myfelf to be
x:mﬂe& by the violent declamation of this
author ?- why have I, for a moment, fuﬁered
the idea to be entertamed that it is my Opl-
" ‘mion, that the anmhllatlon of the prefent

fyftem of Highland pnvﬂeges, and lines of,

demarkatlon, would deprlve the Highlanders
of thelr diftilleries, and a market at home for

their barley, when I am fo dec1ded that the -

I there-
fore beg leave.to recommend to the partlcular

effe&t would be dlre&ly the contrary.

attention of the Commlttee, this other pro-
“};oﬁnon, fo materlal to the fubjeﬂ: ‘under
difcuffion; it is this: THAT THE ABOLITION

OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM, AND PUTTING ALL.

SCOTLAND UNDER ONE LAW, RESPECTING THE
DUTITLS ON - DISTILLATION, WOULD GIVE A
‘ DECIDED

r
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PECIDED SUCCESS TO THE DISTIVL‘LERIES oY
THE NORTH, COUNTRY, AND- SECURE TO THE
INHABITANTS EVERY ADVANTAGE WHICH CAN
BE DERIVED FROM THEM.

 Our author did not allow himfelf time to
obferve, how obvioufly true this propofition |
is. He had eretted his diftilleries upon' the
Highland plan, upon the bank of a rivalet,
in the midft of a barren and fequeftered moor,
his fodds were placed upon their fticks, his
. fiill carefully fet down. upon a few loofe
ftones, his fmoky peat ftack },laced at the
door, his bottles arranged to receive the
dripping {pirits, and his tubs made ready to
fupply all the defe&s in this arrangement ;
and upon thofe ftruétures, he had placed the
firength, the population, the very exiftence
of the Highlands of Scotland. Cur imagi-
nations are fo intenfely firetched by his la-
boured defcrlptlons, that we feel anxious,
-left one rude blaft fhould difmantle the fticks,
overturn the ftills, and break the bottles to
pieces, and we fhould behold rocks and moun-
tains fhaken to their foundations, rolling from
place to place, and mixing in chaoticdeftruétion;
for we are told, the ruin of the chhlands muft

~ inevitably follow, if thefé diftilleries are abo-

lilhed. An intelligent reader will retire from
hls confufion, and alittle thought will tell him,
that
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that in a manufa&urmg and commercial coun.

try, fuch as Scotland is now become, in any
fituation, where fales and - profits can be
readily obtained, there manufa@ures will be
certainly undertaken, and there they will
profper; for intelligent men, poflefled of a
capital, will moﬁ»readily occupy that fitua-
tion, where a reward is offered them, for their
knowledge, their induftry, and their ftock.
Upon. this principle, we find manufaftures
eftablifhed in many inland fituations in Eng-
land ; and cotton manufaQories erefted, both
in the wilds of Gallowayfthire, in the fouth of
Scotland, and in différent places in the north ;
and nothing ca‘n»prevvent the fame principle
from operating, réfpe&ing the Scotch diftille-
ries. I will not fay, that a temptation would
occur, which 'would induce an intelligent
diftiller to fettle in a feque{tered glen, upon
a black and barren moor, Or on a mountain,
furrounded with everlafting ftorm, or where
fuel was always bad, and fometimes not to be
obtained: but places of fuch defcription, are
far from comprehending the whole of the
north, or Highlands of Scotland; I know the
country well, I know many fituations which
offer diftinguifhed advantages to.enterprizing
diftillers, and where, of Highland exemptions
were put an end to, and the trade laid openy no
power, no combination could poffibly prevent
their
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their fuccefs; I fay, no power could prevent
their fuccefs ; but I muft beallowed to except
oppreffive dutiesy or a doubly oppreffive furvey ;
for no perfon who could avoid it, would
fubmit to contend with that oppreflion. At
this prefent moment, whifky is carried 150"

miles, by land, to the fouth country, from the

Lothian diftilleries, and barley is brought to
thefe diftilleries, for diftillation, ab40ve_fvo~1."ty
miles, and from all the intermediate country ; -

and yet the inhabitants of thefe countries, are

not heard demanding drawback duties, in
order to equalize their markets ; their profpe-

rity hangs not upon-the lap of Government and
' their indulgences, their induftry is their frechold,

and profperity and induftry go always hand
in hand. ‘With diftilleries, adapted to their
circumftances, would the north' be {peedily
replenithed, the farmers would find a market
for their grain around them; their cattle -
would be fed in numbers, and every exertion -
of well-applied induftry; would. be like' a
creation of wealth ‘to all concerned; general
circulation would replenifh' the moft feques-
tered fpots with plenty ; the inhabitants would
enjoy houfes inftead of hovels; and- not’ ibme
with mean-fpirited envy, when at any time, in
_the fouth, they beheld that the induftry of a
manufafurer had provided him a houfe, with
comfortable accommodations. Then would
: F parents,
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parents; with exulting hearts, behold the
{miling countenances of ‘their rifing progeny;

knowing that they could bequeath to them

a property, -and happinefs, better than a chil-
ling vefidence wpon @ black moor, which would
put an end to the paffion for emigration, and
make them know, and glory, that t/’cy were
born Britons. -

I 'have been much amazed to hear men of
fenfe declaim upon the danger of a few mono-

polizing diftillers, of overgrown fortunes, ine

groffing the whole manufagture of fpirits in
Scotland to themfelves ; but furely that man’s
mind muft be incapable of forming ideas of
large and general policy, who can be thus

mifled : it is no eafy matter for capltal for -

exertion, or trick, to form a monopoly in a
commercial country. There is no perfon pof-
fefled of a capital which can compete with the

~ general ftock, and the general ftock is in per- -

petual combination .againft all attempts in

trade to form monopoly; and no {ooner is
profperity feen to attend .any branch of trade

or manufafture, than reftlefs ambition or ava-

‘rice fteps forward and claims their fhare of
that profit, which is open to the indufiry of all.
:But in a particular manner the manufaéture, of
"fpmts in Scotland is incapable of being . fub»
Je&ed to a monopoly, for this plain reafon,

~becaufe
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becaufe it may be carried on on a very fmall
fcale, as profitably, in' every refpe&, propor-

v_tzomzily, as it can be by the greateft diftiller,

and it is 1mpoﬂ"1ble to prevent the fuccefls of
the fmalleft adventurer in the trade. I am

told that it has happened dire&tly otherwlfe in’

Encland where the. London diftillers have al-
rno{’c wholly 1n groffed to themfelves the diftil-

lation of {pmts in that kmadom, but there

is no ﬁmxlarlty in the ﬁtuatlons of the dlﬁ'er—
ent countries. I do not mention the fuperlor

advantages poflefled by the d;{hllers in Lon-

don, from their fituation, as to gram, market,
yeaﬁ: &c. yet every perfon who is verfant in
the buﬁnefs, knows, that the Engh{h dxf’ullers
manufa&ure a fplrlt perfe&ly unfit for pre-
fent ufe,' it is but like a raw mater;al, put

_into the hands of other manufafturers, the

re&lﬁers, thc compounders, and the wine

brewqrs~ w1th them only have the Enghﬂr
difhllers to tranfa& their buﬁnefs, and it is

not dxﬂicult for them to form fuch conne&lons
with thefe’ manufa&mers, as may fecure to

‘themfelves a monopoly in theu‘ {pirit trade :

but: it was never heard that Lhe{'e re&ﬁers, &ec.
could monopouze thc amcle when 1t was pre-
pal ed for common, for deneral ufeq It is with

~xhe Scotch dlﬁxllels as it is with the Engh{h

reéhﬁers, they’ prepare their fpirits for imme-

diate ufe, for the General confumptlon of the

F 2 country,
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country, and they are under the neceffity of
accommodating themfelves to the {malleft de-
mands of the public. - Tafte, caprice, conveni-
ency, dirett the retailers and confumers in their
p’urchafes, and the market muft be ever open ta

every per‘fon;concerned in the trade. That po=

pular clamour may be excited, and names may
amufe the multitude, this we experience every
day : but in addreffing the Honourable Com-
sittee of the Houfe of Commons in points
like thefe, we are faved - the labour of idle
difcuflion, for: they muft difcern at once the
infidious purpofe for which the cry -of . mono-

poly - has been endeavoured to .be excited

againft -the ‘low country diftillers, and they
muft jd’ifdain' the feeble attempt which has been
made to impofe upon their underftandings.

"AI now hope little has efcaped me upon the
fubje&t under our review, which merits the

attention of the Honourable Committee ;- but.

I find myfelf compelled to incroach a little
longer upon your time, as our author, towards
the conclufion of his pamphlet, has excited an
indignation, which asa Britifh {ubjett I ‘can-
ot help expreffing. He has told us, that the
population of the Highlands had been very

much increafed, but whilft he was entertaining -

. us with the pleafing idea, and was claiming
~ yewards in compenfation for- the ftrength and
SR fecurity

- W.oJ,rdfsﬁ th;’;ygre as follows

[ a1
fecurity which was thereby communicated ta
Government, I did not expeét in the end to
{ee him marfhal out thefe multitudes to bvef;
awe the deliberations, and compel the détei‘-}
minations of the Britifh Senate. NOthiﬁg;
furely, but a conf{cioufnefs that he had under-
taken the worft of caufes, could have led him,»

to exprefs himfelf {o rafhly. This may be

confidered as the language which he has put

into the mouth of the Highlanders: ¢ We are -

pleading before you, the Honourable Com-

_ mittee, to obtain the continuation and enlarge-

ment of a privilege, and we think ourfelyes
well intitled to obtain what we defire, If yoii
will beftow it upon us peaceably, it is well,
we will accept of it as a favour; but we muft
inform you, that if you do refufe, your re-
fufal will be in vain; your civil power is in.

competent to the tafk of inforcing our obedi-

ence; an army of excifemen would fhrink
before us: in the Highlands of Scotland, an

" hoft of bayonets. will be found incapable of

giving efficacy to the decrees of @ Britifh Parlia-
ment ; and we have no doubt, that if we can-
not prevail with our Chieftains, the Juftices
of Peace, to bear the ftandard before us,

their power will not be exerted againft us in’

Lhe ftruggle.” . This ‘matter is too ferious for
me not to lay before you the author’s very

¢ Should

2|V
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¢ Should the ngh]anders be thus cxuuly

Be. dealt with, there i is every reafon to imagine,

-4’\

8 that the affettions and attachment of _thdt
¢

_P‘

loyal, hatdy, and ufeful part of the Britifh
g dominions; mﬁﬁ evemually be eﬁranged
& from the Government for it is- certain, no’
% civil power could -inforce the prohlbmon,
 there iuft be -an almy of bayonets, t@i en-
£ fcnce ;m axmy of exczfemen,., '

"h

v “
g

How fallen is the Britih pawer; when the
Eegiftature can be infulted with 1mpumty, and
dared from deing what they may Judge r]ght9

by bold and peremptory threatenm eygg qg |

R armed dlfobedlencee

"What mudt this author be, what are his feel-=

ingsy whe’re is His patnoufm, ‘when i 4 mo-

ment like the prefent‘. a moment fo critical tq
Britifh liberty, rehgmn, property, and glory,
when the reftlefs ambltxon and mad enthufiafi

, of éur reléntlefs enemies threaten to deluge

our ficlds with blood that at Tuch a time, in 2
paper which I may fay is addreffed to the Par-
Hament itfelfy lie fhould tell them,. that every
i their own demmlons, in the Hmhlands of
Scotland, they have not fufﬁf‘lent power tg
enforce obedience to their own cemmands P I
iormexly obferved, that our authm ylelded to
the 1mpetuoﬁty of' hxs undovexnable paffion:

I hope,
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"I hope, in" the prefent inftance, this wil‘l'bﬁ:’

acccpted as his apology. ~But may every Bii-
tith {ubje&t know, that it is. upon the vigor of
the Britith conftitution, and upon the “firm
and impartial execution of our laws, that
our profperity, our very exiftence as a peo-

ple, depends. Perifh the diftilleries, and all the

~advantages which can be derived from them, before
-one fingle perfon -within thefe realms ,f!mﬂ
have it in his power to fay, I will live open- .
ly in Britain, and dare to difobey the autho-

rity and laws of the Britifh Parliament. I
would gladly hope, I even:think I am fure
that our author has not done juftice to the
general charatter of the Highlanders. They
with to drink whifky, and they ought to be

indulged, and that .of . the quality = which

pleafes them beft; yet am I well perfuaded
they would not gratify this. defire at the ex-

pence of their loyalty to their King and. coun-

try.——1I have no doubt but that both in the

Highlands and Lowlands, whatever the laws -
. fhall be, men of certain defcriptions will at-

tempt to fmuggle, but their attempts will ruin
them: a well regulated arrangement will for
the moft part prevent them ; at any rate, re-
peated lofles will make them wife, and . all
their efforts will have no effe&t . up()n the pub-
lic intereft. - No doubt the impofition of very
high | duties would fo reduce the profits of

diftil-
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diftiliation to a fair trader, as might'probaﬁlj‘?
difable him from purfuing his bufinefls with

, fuépefs, and make him leave the field entirely ;

to the {muggler; and to the fmuggler the-
temptation might prove {o ftrong as to balance
the dangér'df fines and forfeitures, and every
thing might be brought into fuch confufiom,
that the country in general, and even the ma-
giftrates themfelves, might be prevailed upon
to countenance their frauds ; but all {uch are
idle fuppofitions: . :

'The:"'fubje& is now under the deliberation

‘of the Honourable Committee of the Houfe

of Commons; all thefe circumitances will be
‘before them, and they will balance ‘them with
profound attention ; fo that from their well
digefted report, laws and regulations will be
formed upon principles ‘of general " utility, .
‘which will give general content; and I am
fure that as thefe are the great, the only objets .
“which you have -ina’vi’c_wl: you cannot hefitate
one momerit to decide, THAT TO ABOLISH ALL
'DISTINCTIONS IN THE EXCISE LAWS, AND ALL
) pm'ﬁ:s OF DEMARKATI/.ON, MUST BE ONE GREAT
'STEP TO PROMOTE THE GENZRAL PROSPERITY
OF THE TRADE, AND WOULD PROVE, IN A
k’SPECIAL“»M‘ANNEk, HIGHLY ADVANTAGEOUS

TO THE HIGHLANDERS THEMSELVES.

 FINIS. .




