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Ax ADDRESS, &%c. &

HE fenfelefs, but Aalarmihg 'dutfcry, which
" has been echoed through'the country within
thefe laft few months, againft a'certain defcription

of perfons; and the-fatal confequences, which in my
apprehenfion may arife from a contmuance of ‘the
fame unfounded clamour, haveinduced me to em-

ploy that portion of time I can ill fpare, in an ad-
drefs to the common fenfe of the public,. ona fub~
jet: juftly mtere{hng to all, inafmuch as the Evil
complained of, is more or lefs fenﬁbly fele by every
individual in the community. :

The Scarcity of :Corn, (and confequent high
price. of bread;) has, in every:period of hiftory,
and in all countries, been the grand and. fuc::efsful
rallying point for fedition and villainy; from thofe
who look to a revolution in government,: to thofe
whofe fole obje@s are plunder and devaftation.
Any' thing which can add to the pretence :of  out-
rage, by furnifhing an obje&t on which to wreak

their vengeance, provides a wonderful aux1hary '

to the profligate and defigning.." The 2id:1to0)
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which they receive from public fentiment, is pro-
digious. When that fentiment has once committed
a body of men to the indignation of the people for
the real or fuppofed offence of any individual in that
body, the mob are confidered as vindicating the
caufe of the injured public; and if thefe lawlefs

outragers meet not the open fupport, they fearcely
want the countenance, and witnefs the forbear-

ance of thofe, who confider as meritorious, or at
ledft as excufable ads, the breaking of the windows,
the deftrulion of the refidence, andthe plundcrmg
of the property of .thofe who are fo unfortunate as to
gical, In an article, the price of which is from any
canfe. (howe\ier ‘independent - of  them) ‘become
dear. - It is not till their excefles difgrace the moft
abandoned, and; that their manifeft objet is plun-
der and- riot, that' the well-meaning defert their
banners, and are athamed of their :caufe ;: con~
vinced by fad experience (yet frequently too late)
of a truth whxch never can be too forcibly: im-
prefled-on the mind of man: ¢ That the refort
for political redrefs. of any grievance; to the efforts
of a mob, is the moﬁ: ‘certain way of increafing, in-
ftead of dlmlmfhmg, the evil complained of.””

- If an axiom fo felf-evident had wanted: fupport,
in the events of the laft week it would have found

it, when. the ‘peace of the metropolis was for five.

nights difturbed by a 'mob, -originally. excited by
the: cmpty but dangelous clamours -againft. the
Dealcrs in Com, and degcneranng hourly into an

: unprmapled

(7

unprincipled, though (in numbers).inconfiderable;
hord of thicvc‘s’ and'pickpockc‘ts,‘ joyful to embrace
every pretext which would allow them to. commita
openly thofe depredations on the-property of their,
fellow ‘creatures, which in fecret is:their mghtlv
occupation. R SRRt AL R
"The terror they occ«ﬁoned and the mfults they
mﬂx&_ed on unoffending ‘individuals,” had nearly.
thut up for an inftant the fources from whence
flow the daily fuftenance of ‘the metropolis. - The
manufaturers of Bread-Corn, inthe neighbourhood
of London, alarmed for the fafety of their perfons
and property,-fled from the marketand with-held.
their accuftomed fupply. © Providentially however,
the arrival of 10,000 barrels of flour from Ame=
rica relieved the dreadful chafm, which the follyand:
wickednefs of the multitude had well nigh ‘occa-
the ,confequence,,of even one day’s 1.nte_rr,uptxon in
the fupply of bread for this immenfe city, ‘and but
for this cnrcum{’cance, in all probabxhty the -cafe
would have happened . ' :
‘That a mob of this: defcnpnon fhould have bcen

fo long {uffered to difturb the -public tranquillity,
and to hold out the alarming: encouragement it did
to other great cities, too ready, by report, to catch
the fignal of tumult, has excited éonﬁde‘rablc‘ aﬁo-;
nithment, and fome degree of cenfure on the ma-
giftracy. The continued lenient conduét of the
chief magiftrate has been arraigned, and his con-
| B2 | duc




(8)
dq& has undergone that fevere (and perhaps unfair)
degree of fcrutiny, from which no high fituation in
trymg times is exempt. We muft confider how-
ever, the dchcate fituation of the magiftrate of a
city like this in times ‘of popular tumult, and how
impoffible it is by a condu& the moft -confcienti-

 oufly corret to give univerfal fatisfa&ion. How-

ever generally the opinion may have been, that
‘with a mob  fo . compofed, no: argument but
force could be of avail, and that the employing of
it would have reftored, in a few hours, peace to
the city; yet when we refle& on the a&ive per-
fonal zeal and unremitting attention of the chief
magiftrate on this occafion, it is but juftice to
fuppofe, that he had ample and fufficient reafon
for-adopting a different line of condud, and for

with-holding the exercife of that power‘ entrufted |

to’him. : , -

- But the bufinefs bf this addrefs is not' with mobs.
Weak, indeed, muft be the power of that govern-
ment,” which ‘cannot prote& its- fubje&ts “againft
open violence; which is not powerful enough to
feftrain ‘the brutal hand -of lawlefs fury,” when
»_ralfed againft the valuable, and -ufeful members,
by whofe induftry it is. fupported The contribu-

tions" whrch .every’ man” pdys to ‘the ftate, are the

A prlqe’ ‘of hlS prote&lon.- If ‘you deny it him, you
loofcm one of the? ﬁrongeﬁ “tics,*which unite him
to’ :you hc hiis ‘a rlght to" deriand it, and you
. cannotﬁ*rqe& hxs~cla1m. But it is not only from

Ny L . e
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open violence that the pubhc have reafon to be

apprehenﬁve, or ‘that it has a right to afk the
watchful eye, and if neceflary, the 1nterpoﬁng
hand of government. The public peace may be
endangcred by public preJudlce ; the minds of the

'pcople may become ferioufly tainted by the diffe-

mination of even unfounded (if uncontradx&ed)
affertion. 'The paffions of mankind are eafily
roufed, on fubje@s, where their intereft is con-
cerned. The mere repetition of charges too un-
feeling to deferve, and too contemptlble to".obtain
a reply, make in time an impreflion, which pages
of found argument and cool difcufion” can hardly
remove. The conftant friction of a drop in time
penetrates the hardeft bodies. The repeated in-
finuations of the groffeft ignorance and moft ap-
parent malice, if unnoticed, find their way to the
public ear, and frequently affec its' judgment
for nothing can be too abfurd and malicious to
liften to, if not to beliecve. We are not very apt
to examine too nicely into the probability of the
truth of a report. It is generally confidered as
amply fufficient to juftify our belief, that the thmg
has been reported without contradition.

If this were not almoft univerfally the cafe, how
are we to account for the fenfelefs clamours
which have refounded through every ftreet’ of the
metropolis, and through every market: town ‘of
the kingdom, againft the dealers in ‘the Corn
Trade? to whofe’ w1cked aim? of. dl[’creﬂing the

community
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the community, is attributed the high price of the

article., Were we to beheve the. nonfcnfe, which
meets your ear on thls fubje& we mult believe,
that every warehoufe Whlch karts the Thames;
flom Chelfea to Blackwall, is only one immenfe

magazine of Grain hoarded up. by . the m{atlable ,

avarice of thefc Glgantxc Monopolll’ts, who not
contcnt W1th the -exorbitant price- of thu day,
have cntered into a- combmanon to prey. {hll fur-
ther on the pubhc wants, If we are to-give cre-
dlt to all the abfurd ﬁones in cnculatlon, of Mer-
chants who def‘rroy their Corn, of - ‘Mealmen, who
ﬁnk their Flour, and of Falmers, who throw their
Wheat: into Rivers ; all which - thcy have hoarded
up till it has become fpoﬂcd Whllﬁ; we muf’t look
Wlth aftomfhment at thelr folly, we cannot but
allow, that if z‘befe tbz;zgs are fo, the public have

- good reafon for complaint.

Ideas like thcﬁ,, propagated throughout thc coun-
try, by wickednefs or ignorance, ar by both, muft
of themfelves have the effeét- of fourmg the pub-
lic mind, and of, exafperatmg it againft the perfons
fo mifreprefented ; but when thefe opinions receive
the public fanétion of thofe to whom Wwe are ac-
cuftomed on all occaﬁons to look up, as. Polar
StarQ, to dire& our judgment on . points where
prejudice may lead .us aftray—if the refpetable.
guardians of the laws, to. whofe ~pure and able
hands are committed the hves, the liberties and
property of the people, encourage this dano*crous

prejudxce,

¢ 11 )
prejudiée, one’ can fearcely wonder at its wide:
fpreading influence; ot its alarming increafe. In
the addrefs of a counfel to- a jury, I can 'IHOW of
an-appeal to their paﬂions and ‘prejudices.” It is

his duty to make the beft of his caufe for his chent’,‘

and if it has no real ground. of fupport, to’prop up
its ‘tottering - frame, by the beft materials he ‘cad

“bring to its aid; the abufe of ‘the individual, and of

the clafs -to’ which heﬁbéfor’)gs,‘ is, in fuch a»'fCQQfe,
no weak affiftant. When the fubje& of addrefs is
that in’ which: the loweft orders of the" peoplé are

 moft interefted; - I can even allow to the deolmmg

popularity of a’patriot tounfel; the affiftance he
may derive in his' addrefs to the jury, from mixing
the caufe of the peoplc ‘with that of his clienti
Such tricks are too common, and too cafily- feent
through, to excite mote than a-fmile. The im:
preflion they make even on the contra&ted ’fpherc
within their influence, is juft what they deferve H
the motrow finds them for gotten by all even by
the counfél himfelf. - S

Far different is the awful and nnprcﬁive addxefs,
which flows from the featiof- 3L\dgment 'The re-
fpett fo juftly~due to the venerable: fages'of “the
law, who pxcﬁde in the: hlgh courts of Judxcature,
is no where more fincerely felt; than amongﬂ:
thofe country gentlemen who - fill the office of
grand jurors Evexy word that falls from the
bench, is: Ixﬁcncd to wzth attcntlon, and by many

conﬁdcred as irrefiftible.  They 4re fenfible that

the
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the charge 1s not the produ&tion of the moment, or
an impreffion made on the mind of a judge by a
fuperficial view'of the fubjet; they know and feel
that it is the refult of an attentive confideration of

“thofe topics deemed moft proper to engage the at-

tention of his auditors; and under a confcioufnefs

,that he is addrcﬁing men - of enlarged mmds, and
‘of general information. -

‘How careful then ought every man to bc, who
‘113 plac_ed in this high and moft refponfible fituation :
where every word that falls from him gives a direc-
tion to public {entiment, and influences. the - opi-
nion and condu&; not only of.thofe within his
hearing, but of thoufands to whom his ‘opinions

~ are ‘communicated, and frequently without the
MtriGeft regard to truth, in a manner- beft fuited

to the views of the relator.—1It is not the grand
jury only who liften to the addrefs—all the
mixed claffes of fociety, whom curiofity or bufi-
nefs call to an affize town, are within the imme-
diate vortex of its influence. To a great part of
them, a fubje& difcufled in the manner this has

~ been, is {ure to excite -their -attention, becaufe it

accords-completely with their prejudices and pal-
fions.  ‘When the attention of the jury throughout

a circuit is peculiarly directed againft engroffers,

foreftallers, and regrators; when they are told
that thefe men are, in a great meafure, the caufe of
the high price of provifions; when they are encou-

“raged tdjbring fuch offenders to fpeedy juftice, as

~the

,
x
|
i
3
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the certain means of relieving: the -poor from:-the
preflure of the times; and information detailed. (in
a manner-which might appear fomewhat in the: {pi:
rit of exultation) of the convittion of one-monopo-
lit in a diftant county, as a-proof of the wicked-
fefs.of the times, and of the poffibility of bringing
thefe crimes to juftice—When thefe and fimilar in-
citements are held out to pepular refentment, what
raan can - doubt the immediate effelt -produced
by language ﬂQwing from autherity fo reverenced?
Willthese be’ amanwho hears the addrefs;" from the
grand jurorin his; box to the. ‘javelin' man at the

_door; who:does not.in a greater or lefs degree im-

bibe-a fpirit of refentment againft:- the fuppofed. of-

fenders; or'an increafe of that prejudice which his

mind has already admitted ? Will theymajority carry
1¢fs ‘out of court than a thorough, conviétion; that
the bread-they. eat, owes its high price'to the ini-
«quity of thofe hands through which (it pafles to
them? Will not:many of them, on a fubjeé, where

:the difcrimination: of :thofe charatters and claffes,
«who can, by poflibility;. be guilty of thefe crimes,

‘requires that. which’, prejudice. never gives—reafon

-and confideration—transfer that cenfure and thofe
‘reproaches, iwhich the Bench could not mean as

generally applicalile to any body of men, confidered
inthe aggregate, to every clafs connelted with that
‘bufinefs, which fupplies the wants. of mankind, to

‘almoft every individual unfortunately concerned at
this moment in the corn trade? Will they not de-

c. - part,
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péft to their homes fully fatisfied, that every dealer
in corn, is an ¢ Harpy, fattening on the life~

H

blood of the people;” a mercilefs vulture preying
on the half famifhed carcafes of his fellow crea-
tures ; and that the whole trade is a fyftem of cx-
tortion and rapine, founded on avarice the moft
infatiable, and leading to confequences the moft
fatal to the well-being and happinefs of fociety ?

~ Ilove and efteem the charaéters of thofe who fill
with fo much credit to themfelves and advantageto
the public, the important office of judges in this
country. The talents they bring to the public
ftock, form the leaft part of their claim to public
gratitude. The virtue which illumines their minds,
the examples of probity and honour they hold out
to mankind, the unwearied attention they give to
the various duties of their high f{tation, and the

~ purity of the motives of all their condud, appa-
rent in their decifions and opinions, (even where -

we cannot' fubfcribe  to the opinions themfelves)
claimthe grateful approbation” of every man who

withes well to fociety. I fhould grieve indeed to

‘be fufpetted of a with to tarnifh their well-earned
laurels, or to diminifh- that reverence we muit all

feel for every individual member of that venerable

“body.  Happy ‘indeed is the country which en-
trufts to fuch pure and able hands the adminiftra-

tion ‘of its laws ! T would not leflen but increafe the

refpet I confider. them fo juftly entitled to, if that

were poflible or neceflary; yet I muft be forgiven,

, if

if whilt I bear teflimony to the excellence of all
their motives, I tremble for the effe& (becaufe I
fce the danger) of their opinions in matters where
profeflional knowledge, or great talents are not
abfolute requifites, I truft they will pardon me,

that I conceive it poffible for prejudice to find its

way even to their hallowed feats; to attack with
fuccefs minds ftrong in wifdom, experience and
goodnefs ; and to diveft them for a moment of
the exercife of that reafon and refleétion, the
ufual prominent and moft valuable featmes of all
their decifions and opinions.

It has been faid by.a writer, who feems to have
a thorough knowledge of the human heart, ¢ that
the wifeft and beft of men are occafionally under

the influence of prejudice ;> perhaps it is no lefs

true, that prejudice is ftrengthened, and takes
more hold on the mind, in proportion to the pu-
rity and benevolence of its motives. It has an ho-
nourable foundation to work upon, and it makes
the moft of it. Where the interefts of individuals
are alone concerned, whilft we may lament the er-
ror, ‘we are not called upon to interfere ; the par-
tial evil is too limited for public notice.  But when

“the peace and welfare of fociety is endangered by

1t; when prejudice has fixed its deadly fangs on a
large and valuable portion of the community, when
in this inftance it holds them up to the public detel-
tation and abhorrence of the couiltry, (already too
pronc to think il ‘of them) and promifcuoufly

- C2 brands




(16 )
brands every clafs of them in their turn, if not with
the dire@ charge of monopoly, with infinuations
equally fevere, and more cruel, (and this becaufe
one man has been conviéted of re-felling 30 quar-
ters of oats, and another of buying 1000 pockets of
hops) it is furely time to take this monfter by the
throat—to ftop -at leaft its further ravages ; left in

time it. devour the common fenfe, and with ‘it de-

firoy the peace and happinefs of the country.” 1t is
time to lay afide, for an inftant, the refpeét due to
names and authorities, and to examine their opi-
nions; to call on the fober judgments of thofe whe
have beenled away by high authority or vulgar

~ prejudice, to paufe one moment before they re-

join the popular cry; to-be fatisfied, before they
difleminate the dogtrines and opinions to which
they have been converts, that if they cannot bring

fadls to their {fupport, they can at leaft brmg a COR-.

ﬁderable degree of probability.
-Let no one imagine that the danger of pro*nul-

“gating opinions of this nature, is merely vifionary =

look at the baneful effeéts which have been pro-
duced generally throﬂghl the kingdom, fince thefe

~opinions have made any progrefs: look to the

alarming outrages inflited on thefe obje&ts of pub:
lic vengeance 5 at the riots and tumults which have
difgraced great part of the kingdom, and: which

have, in fome inftances, for a lengthened period fet -

at-defiance the civil power.  No one who obferved
the condu& orattended to ‘the language of thefe
o per-

(17 )
perfons, can doubt but. they have fheltered their
outrages on the perfons and property of individu-
als, under the prote&ion of-the high .authorities 1
have mentioned. They have confidered thefe no-
ble perfons, as tolerating if not encouraging the
oftenfible motives of:their violence, and #heir opi-
nions have beén the . {hield under which they have
covered their wanton exceffes ; nor are thefe effeéts
new; the fame caufes have:invariably produced

_them. In. every inftance where the public mind

has been dire&ed by high authority to the confi-
deration of any public grievance, fuppofed to be
occafioned or increafed by the mifconduct of a par-

_ticular body of men, the confequence has been

always fimilar. The recolleétion of moft men, and
the reading of all, will furnith many inftances.—
Why fhould we expe& a different effe€t in this
cafe ?  Every man is interefted in the price of the
quartern loaf; but it is not every man who trou-
bles himfelf about a particular fyftem of rehglon,
or a peculiar mode of recruiting. .
The event has been confiftent with reafon and
experience.  The influence of judicial opinion on

_this fubje& has taken a moft extenfive range. It is

to be found in:the numerous advertifements which
fill the daily papers—it is to be colle&ed from the
calls for fubfcriptions to profecute mifdemeanors of

the nature I have alluded to—it is.to be feen in the

refolutions of corporate bodies——in'the engagements
.of refpectable but deluded individuals—itforms the
o conver-
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converfation of all companies—it is to be met with
in every ftreet, ‘and you run againft it at EVery cor-
ner—even the uninhabited houfes of the metropolis
and its vicinity—the mutilated walls and rotten
paling which furround the unfinithed building—all
proclaim thie influence of this fentiment, in the pic-
tures of miferable bakers and mealmen difhonor-

ably fufpended; and in the grofs but pithy fentences

with which they are crowded of ¢ No hoarders—
no grinders of the poor—Lord Kenyon, and down
with the:mealmen;” ' all indicative of the feel-
ings of the lower clafles towards thofe who deal in
this neceffary article of life, borrowed indeed from
their betters, who all and each of them confider,
and proclaim it-as a principle not to be controverted,
that the praétice of monopoly bas arrived at an alarming
beight, and that to it, and its attendant crimes are to
be: attributed the bigh price of all the articles of life !
and all of them, by their language, exciting  the
public clamour againft, and calling on the public
purfe to profecute (I had nearly faid perfecute) thefe
wealthy, unfeeling, avaricious monopolifts. -

Is there a man in the country who does not ap-

prehend danger from' this clamour, even if well-

founded ? and who does not blufh for the injuf-
tice of his country, if unfounded? Are we all pre-
pared to convi& a numerous body of our fellow-
creatures, without examining the grounds of their
accufation, or the circumftances of their defence ?
Is every thing to be furrendered to prejudice,

: and

o i |
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and nothing conceded to reafon ? Is the torrenttobe
left to exhauftitfelf ? Is no oppofition to be given it?
Beware that it does not in its unreftrained: progrefs
break down the mounds which public: peace -has
deemed neceffary to conftruét for.its fecurity. If you
do not now exert yourfelves, in vain will you here=
after call to your aid the:calm, and modeft voice
of reafon 3 its cries will be drowned in: the tumult
of lawlefs outrage and unmeaning clamour.:: If
Sedition has once raifed her banners, in-vain may
y«m appeal to Reafon—ifhe will not be liftened to.
I believe it to be the duty of every man who
thinks as I do on this fubje&, to. ftand forward, un-
appalled by the confideration of .the (defervedly)
great’ weight with the public, -of thofe whofe
opinions I am refifting. Let it be remembered
that high charater and ftation give no fan&ity to
prejudice.  If in its effes, it is likely to become
dangerous to the public fafety ; when fupported by
high name, or rank, it becomes more fo; and
confequently the duty of refifting it is increafed.
I truft that I fhall be able to fatisfy my readers,
that the refiftance I offer to thefe dangerous and un-
founded opinions, has fome reafop and. truth for
its bafis. -If I can fhew to the fatisfaction of thofe
who are willing to hear reafon, that the propofi-
tion advanced from high authority, and fo confi-
dently maintained by others, viz. #hat the fearcity of
provifion is chiefly owing to Monopoly, is (at lea&‘as
to one great and only neceffary article of life) as un-
| founded
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( 20 )
founded in fa&, as it is dangerous in diffemipa-
tion, I truft no .one will ‘blame my plefumptxon,
or accufe mé of indifcretion. 1y ,

- The. hmlts of a pamphlet will not aﬂew nie to
extétid my enquiries through the different ‘articles
of: provxﬁons, the high. pt’lCC of thch -forms: the
fubjett of publlc complaint.” I beg to'ibe confi-
dered however, as applymg the fame principle of

reafonmg to all, ‘and to-contend that monopoly is not

lbe’ caife of the high iprice.. - - -
T fhall confine my obfervations in thxs addrefs to

that - great and important article, Bread Cornj

which, as the ftaff of life, ncceflarily” in times: of

{fcdrcity alarms all ranks of people, ~and more than
-any other article ftimulates the vengearice of the
lower orders againft thofe men, whoare pointed ount

tothem, as contributing by theircondu, to increafe
that fcarcity. In fuch times,. the hackneyed terms
of .monopolizers, foreitdllers, and: regraters,‘ are
applied each in their tuin, with equal meaniﬁg,'as
truth—to the man who rents 2 large farm—to him

- who buys the produce of it, be he’ the. corn’ factor,
the jobber, or thé chandler—to the miller who
grinds it—and ‘even to the flour factor who dif-
. pofes of the meal-—and to the baker, who converts
it into food. To them we may add in thefe times of
immenie importation, as ' perfons equally’ endan-
";geréd by fuch clamour,’ the merchant who im-
ports, the ligliterman who lands, and the ware-

houfcman who furnifhies room for the commodlty
Every

&
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Every one of thele claffes, indeed every man
who is in the habit of dealing in cc}m, of any na-
ture, or to any extent, are all- and each of them
at the moment in which I write, hable from the
encouraged prejudice of the times, to become in

~ their turn the objed&s of public vengeance. The

fevere and unfounded charges brought againft the
whole trade, however vthey' may be feparated by

fome, and in their application confined to parti-

cular branches of it, arei not fo diftinguithed by
the bulk of the people. From: that quarter where

the danger is moft to be apprehended, -the dif- -

tin&ion exiflts not. To dealin corn, is with them
the conviftion of guilt, and the gradations of it are
not likely to be inveftigated or attended to, by
thofe, who merely ufe the accufation, as a cloak
to cover the,depravity of their views, be they fedi-
tion or plunder. | |

- Let us then examine dlfpaﬁionately and coolly,
whether thefe broad and ferious chaxﬁg,es can be
affixed with any appearance of reafon, -and juftice,

‘to all,_ or any of the individuals; who are prefented

to us at this moment by popular prejudice, as delin-
quents. Let me call the attention of every man
in the community, whatever may be his ftation, to
go along with me in this examination, to exercife
their reafon and judgment, on a fubjeét to which
not only the common juﬁicé we owe accufed per-
{ons claims our attention; but the interelt we mufk
all feel in the prefervation of the public peace,

D , ‘and




( 22 )
and in the fuppreflion of that alarming outcry,
which, if not {peedily ftifled, may lead, under the

much to be lamented encouragement it hasreceived,

not only to partial tumult and commotion, but
even to civil war.

. am truly fenfible how dxfﬁcult is the tafk to
prove’ a: negative. I cannot promife that impoffi-
bility 3 my candid readers will not confider my
defence as incomplete, becaufe it needs this im-
poflible requifite. - All that they will expeé from
me, ‘is ‘that, I fhould oppofe faéts to aﬂ'ertlon in

all cafes that admit of it; that where ftatements

can be contradi@ed by authorities, I fhould adduce
them; they will not give implicit credit to alledged
mifcondu&®, where the motives were evidently in-
fufficient to produce it, and they will not violate
probability, by admitting without examination,
charges fo gencral in their nature, and fo imbecile
in their proofs, as to enfure acquittal were the fub-
je&t any other than it is.

If I am able to convince even a few honourable

‘characters, who have been feduced by the prqudlce

of the day to join:in the miftaken clamour againft
this injured clafs of people; if I fhall excite their
talents: and  induftry in undeceiving thofe, who are
led by their authority and influence, I thall confi-
der myfelf as not wholly unfuccefsful. But I
hope to do.more: I rely on the goodnefs of
the caufe-I have engaged in—that of refifting
unjuft calumny—and I know the frank and ge-

| ' nerous
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nerous (though hafty) temper of my countrymen
too well, to believe that they will thut their ears
aoam{’c common fenfe, ‘whilft' they: willingly and
freely lend them to-interefted, unfounded clamour,
or to miftaken pI’C_]UdlCC. LR

- Before ‘however, 1 attempt: this, | let me. aﬁ"urc
my readers, that I have no perfonal intereft in:this
difcuflion. I have undertaken: the caufe of thefe
perfons, without cither folicitation or encourage=
ment. - In common with the reft of the public, I
have viewed with ferious regret, and have expe-
rienced conﬁderable inconvenience; from the high
and mcreaﬁng price of every article of life. "1
have neither perfonal intereft-in, nor connettion
v'vith"any‘ branch of the trade, whofe caufe I.am
pleadmg I declare with the trueft- fincerity, that
a prmmple of ]ufhcc, a regard to :truth, and a
warm intereft in the confiftency and chara&er of

my countrymen, are my only motives,
In this enquiry, the firft ob]e& whxch is prefented

St

to our notxce is. the o
F A R M E R

and one {hould fcarcely have conceived it poﬁiblcg
at the clofe of the eighteenth century—in 2
country, amongft whole ‘national chara&erlﬁlcs a
generous confidence by no means ftands laft; that
a 'very large portion of the community can have
noumfhed for an inftant, a fufpicion fo unworthy

D2 themfelves,
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themfelves, and fo mifapplied towards : any material
part of this .refpe@able : body,. as . a combination to
Feep up. 1he price of Gorn,' .Perhaps,, 1f there ever was
an inftance of a term grofsly mifapplied,. it is this
‘ of combmatxon. It requires a very fhort refidence
~in the, ccountfy,.and very little obfervation of the
mannérs .and conduct-of Farmers, to be fatisfied,
that. therc is. no clals of people fo independent of
each. othcr, fo unconneéted in their dealings, or fo
little . communicative to one another. If one re-
quxres proof of this, enquire amongft the Farmers
of 4ny one village, who have gone with their
- famples to market; and you will find, that {carce
any one knows, what price his nClgthUI has got
for his article, and when known, it will be found,
that fcarcely any two have obtained a fimilar price,
even where the fample was equal in" goodnefs. = If
tlns is true, there can be no combination., . ..

“ But,” fay their accufers, ¢ if there is no a&ual
combmatxon, there is a tacit affent to keep back
their Corn from market, by which. the public
fuftains an. equal inconvenience; elfe why, after
an harvelt unufually productive,.and generally well
» got m, this extreme fcarc.ty, and confequentlal
high price o | |
. Without dlfputlng thc premlfes (th.u dlfcufﬁon of
whxch I fhall decline’ for the prefent) I will con=
cede, that the fupply from the Farmer has been
hitherto very fcanty—from many there has been
none. - Can it be expeéted that it fhould be other-

‘ wife ?
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wife { How «¢an the Farmer, even at this time,
( much lefs when the outcry firft commenced againft
him) have any quantity of new wheat’ threfhed?
Recollet that this clamour, and the riots, in confe-
quence of it, commenced in the northern parts of
the kingdom, as far back as the 28th of Auguft.
What quantity of Corn could the Farmers have
threthed out at that time for the fupply. of ‘the
markets? The harveft throughout England was
fcarcely half finifhed, in many places only com-
menced. Of new wheat, therefore, httle could
have been in the country.

If the farmer had faved any old wheat, w1th thc
monftrous price of 7/ per quarter, and with every
reafon to fuppofe that the harveft' would be well
got in, and moft ptodu&ive, can any man feri-
oufly believe he would have kept it back from
market? Could he have hoped at any future period

~ to have got a better price? No one can fay yes.—

He would then have ated the: part of a madman,
to have kept back his old wheat, and of new he
could have had no great quantity? How then Was
he to have fupplied the markets? ;

But we are. told “ That a few Weeks earher n
the feafon, the Wheat had fallen conﬁderably ?
How ‘then (fay they) on the near approach of
harveﬁ with all the attendant favourable circum-
ftances, could it rife to its former prlcc, exccpt by
fome-unfair, improper means?”’

I do not know that the Farmers ought to bc

' called
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calléd on at all times to account for the temporary
ﬁu&uatlon of markets ; yet in this cafe, it will be
no dlﬁicult matter to afﬁgn the probable caufe of the
rife. - At the perlod alluded to, the e\trcme ‘heat
of the weather, the excellent appcarancc of the
"Wheats in general, throughout the kmgdom, and
the great profpe& of an carly harveft, induced
thofe who had any old wheat by them (and
who were very few in number) to carry it to
market. There was no profpect of an higher
price; ‘and the period of harveft is that of general
cmployment of the farmer’s men and teams. The
great 1mportattons of the fpring and fummer, (and
much -increafed at that moment,) contributed to
the deprefﬁon. ‘By thefe means, the market, be-
fore ill fupphed became in fome dccrree loaded ;
and the prices of all Corn echrlenced a fudden,
and moft confiderable fall. When on the contlary
the profpe&. of an early harveft was clouded by
unfavourablc weather ; when the Wheats were
found i in fome parts blighted, and generally by no
means anfwcrmg the fanguine expe&atlons which
had been mdu]ged of their quality. and- produce;
when, in ‘addition to thlS, the importations began
to decreafe, -and the exportations of Corn, coaft-
ways, and to Scotland (which ufed to fupply- the.
London market, m&cad of bemg fupplied from it)
increafed wonderfully ; thefe combmed caufes ef-
fe@ted a rife, as proportionably fudden, as the fall
had been—an. mdlfputablc proof that the fock in
hand

hand of old wheat, whether. Englith or foreign,
was nearly exhaufted, and that we were at the mo=
ment depending on the new fupply,~ which itfelf de-

;pendcd as to the effect on the price of the market,

on its bemg later or earlier."

It may however be agreed, that at this time;
(29th of September) there can be no reafon why
the market fhould not have been well fupplied with
wheat, it having been got in dry, and in a ftate for
threfhmg, much fuperior to a later period in com-
mon years : partially perhaps it might be fo; but
the general flate of the wheat harveft throughout
the kingdom, has not been fuch as to warrant this
conclufiori. Concede, however, that it has; and
what is the period we are talking of? the mob in
Mark-lane affembled on the 15th of “Septembers
their avowed complaint was the high price of bread
aft‘_f;r an abundant harveft. Taking the word after
literally, it was incorre&, for in many of the mid-
land and northern counties the wheat was not got
in. 'We will fuppofe it was; is there no tlme to
be allowed the farmer to threfh out hiscorn? . The
high price of the article was fo tempting; and the
profpeé’“ of a decreafe in lt, after a few weeks, fo
certam, that he could want no other inducement
to deviaté from the common routine of his bufinefs.
The price had generally this mﬂuence, the found of
the flail might be heard in many barns, where its
wheat ufually never met the floor tlll Chrxﬂmas was

urned ' '

Thc
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The operations of a regular, induftrious farmer,
whofe eapxtal and ftock are cqual to his farm, are
condu&ed on as regular and mechanical a fyftem,
as that of 'my tradelman. "The feveral proceﬁes of
hu{bandxy are perfonned at ftatéd times and fea-
fors., fhe autumn after he has houfed hxs corn,
15 approprlated to landmg up, and fowmg his wheat
fallows. The general . opinion of a benefit from
ehange of feed, together: with an unwillingnefs to
dlﬁ.urb hls wheat nck, or hxs mow, induce him to
purchafe hxs feed-corn.” The generahty of far-
mers,. of any tolerable opulence, feldom begm
threfhmg their wheat before the - winter is fet in.
Exclufive of i its mterfermg with other buﬁnefs, they
think it ylelds better to the flail when it has’ had a
httle froft; and in the months of O&Ober and No-
vember they threfh out their fpring corn, to fup-
ply fodder for the yard and matetials for the malf-
ter. - If however, a.moft tempting price 1nduces the
farmer to aba,ndon for the moment, his accuﬁomed
track, and to dxﬁurb the regular’ fyﬁem of hisg
farm, he does it with ‘reluctance. The éxtra-
price he may Obtain, is not confidered by him as

an adequate compenfatxon for’ bemg put out of his
way, and for employmg his men in the barn, or
. his teams on the road to market by which he may
be obhged to poftpone his- regular courfe of huf-
bandry. Beﬁdes his obfervation founded on ex-
perience, tells him, that if wheat is dear in O&o-
ber, when neceflity compels many to carry it to
market,
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market, it will not be cheap ‘in February and
M’H‘Ch, when thefe fources are dramed and fe-
vere weather may have checked importation ; he
knows and feels, that whatever he may have heard
of monopoly being the caufe; that the true and only
definition- of dearnefs, when" applied to corn, is

Jearcity,. and that it can have no other meanmg '

If however, he bites at the hxghly gllded balt, if
apparently ftrong mtere{’c induces him to deviate
from his prefcribed line of condu&——-—-lf he dvows
that to be his only motxve~——hls fole inducemeént—
can we reafonably blame-him?  Is his trade the

on]y one in which that fentiment is’ ‘to be bam{hed '
~or even not to be predommantP Is he alonéto be -
atuated by a difinterefted regard for the pubhc i«

terelt, and under the preifure of fevere taxes, hlgh
rates, dearnefs of labour,’ advanced price of every
article he has to buy, and not unfrequently of bor-
rowed capital, to confider folely the public good
and ‘to utterly banith from his breaft, the unfecl-
ing, unnatural fentiment of felf- intereft?

But i it fortunately happens, that whatever are his
motlves, the pubhc intereft is certain to be attended
to: In any way in which (if he has commoén pru-
dence) he can a@, the public is benefited, If i in the
regular fupply with which he feeds the market, at
times, when others are exhaufted, he preferves its
equilibrium; he does no lefs fo by w1thhold1ng his

‘grain'when the markets are at 4 low price, and fup-
~ p]ymg them when the price is high. All his condué
I tends’

i e N T i s £ T 2 P
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tends to the public advantage: unintentionally he is
the trueft friend of the country; hisintereft and that
ofthc people go hand .in-hand ; nothmg can {epa-
rate them, nothing but: ignorance will believe it
poﬁible to divide them." T TR

. But.a cafe:may be put, fay the clamorous, wherc
thc farmer. has it in .his power to raife the price on

thc ‘publie much beyond what the general fcarcity =

warrants -'——Suppofe in a diftri@ where very large
farms abound, in the time of the. general greateft
fca1c1ty from, {pring to harveft, three or four far-
mers; of cqual property, .{hould combmc together
to keep their wheat from the, market, when the
lupply from the lefs opulent farmer was exhaufted,
and the vicinage depended on their, fupply only;
would.not this, combination raxfc the .price of the
article to. an exorbitant helght and. . {ubjeét the
ncxghbourhood to grievous injury?. . . il

- This cafe I have heard put. . I do not deny the
poﬁiblhty, I cannot prove the negative, but I muft
maintain that it is the extreme. of poflibility 5 1
have before faid, that combmatxon among{’c farmers,
is a folecifm in country, language but neverthelefs
the combination is poffible. Men who have an in-
nate_jealoufy of each other, may ftifle- it for their
intereft, may a& together with that confidence and
agreement, as to keep fécret a plan, which if once
whifpered abroad would draw down the indigna-
tion of the nelghbourhood againft them, and would

make them tremble for their ftacks and barns. They

may

it
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may keep ‘back  that corn, -which the - public
diftrefs loudly and imperioufly calls for:' " The mil-

lers and other confumers -in their neighbourhood,
may be for a while diftreffed for the'article, and:

the price will advance. 1 fay they-#iay do all this;

but itis the utmoft theyvan do: The évil ‘will be.
momentary; - the diftrefs of thort duration ;' the
miller: would go to another market, which this;
combination affetted not, and he would find in the.
lefler price of the article a compénfation for the éx—

tended carriage to his mill. 1f, however, wedded to

~ his own' market, he i is compelled to give thc price
di&tated to him; and that an exorbitant one, the

evil will foon be rcme\dled by’ the jobber or mid-

dle man; as he is called, who will find it worth his’
while to bring it from the lowér to the higher mar-!

ket. * It is true the neighbourhood will for’ a- mo-=

ment pay an higher price than they ought to do,

even with this affiftance ; but that will be the ex-
tent of thé evil, ‘and will be only felt for an inftant.
The farmer will foon find it his intereft to drﬁ"olvc
the combmatlon, and to pour his corn into" the
market at a price lower than the jobbet can aﬁ"ord
to do, - (and" perhaps lower than the’ average ‘price
of the country) in order to drive thefe people from:
the market; before they: have furnifhed fuch @ fup-,
ply as may rénder any addition - unneceffary, w1th
the near profpe& of the public " diftrefs’ being ' re~

lieved by the approaching harveft.  And that very'

dlﬁﬂ& which laboured undcr a temporary {carcity.
E 2 \ . - and
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and dcarnefs, may on the-average of" the year be.
fupphcd in confequence of this combination, with:a
greater abundancc, and confequently at fomcwhat
a lefs. prlcc than the cotntry'in general., . "+

But whxlf’c 1 acknowledae the: poﬁ"xbxhty of this’
cafc, 1 do not allow the exiftence of i it, much lefs can’
I be brought to believe, that which-the reporters of
it would have us, think, that this praftice is-generaly
I have never yet found one man amongft the hun=
drcds I have heard join in the abufe of farmers, who
_pretended to fay, that he could bring evidence to fa-
txsfy the rnmds of any twelve-of themoft credulons
men that ever were 1mpanelicd, that fuch a combiz
nation ex1ﬁcd ; and fo polluted has the public mind
been, by the nonfenfe which'has beén vomited forth:
for fome time on the fubje&, that if fuch: proof
could havc ‘been adduced, or the thadow of it, it
would have been by this time on récard. : So fair
an opportumty would not have been negleé‘ted 5ot
would have ferved to feed the raging folly of the
momernt, and the -afors in the fhameful fcene
would have foon been. conﬁgned to - pubhc odmm,‘
and. mented pum{hmcnt ST RN S

Lt me not however be thought to’ fay, that there
may not Have been many individual farmers,” who.

have kept up afew loads' (and perhaps fome their

wholc crop) beyoxf d - the' u[’ual time of their general
- fale of it. -/ It may ghave ‘been ‘done from ‘motives of

mtereﬁ or poflibly from:caprice 5 -his inducements.
may have been of the moft weak or wicked nature

he
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he may have taken it into his head, that, by keep~
ing it-a little. longer, he could metamorphofe it
into gold itfelf, and he thcrefore kceps up tbc ar-
ticle in his granary, as he Would the gold in hls
clofet.. ;But has he not a right fo to do? Shall he

be told, that whilft all his countrymen are protc&cd

in the unreftrained difpofal of their property, at the
time and in the manner moft fmted to their mchna-
tions, he is.to be. fettered down by pubhc pre]udxce,
threatened in his perfon, and a “price. ai’ﬁxed on his
property, for his non: complxance with the. wxll of
thofe who havo no right to diQate to hlm, and who
if they had the right, and exercifed it in the man-
ner they feem inclined. to. do, would defeat the
very end they mean to promote. I have an horfe
tofell, and I find the fair over- -loaded w1th horfes
of the fame defcription, am I compelled to. takc the
price that is offered me, though from the numbexs
there, it .may be confidered by others as a good
one? If I{end my goods to a general auition, am
I compelled to take the price the. company may
chufe to bidy and which from the many artlclcs
that may be put up at the {fame day, and even to a

- very.ctouded company, is confidered as a fair one,

and perhaps more than. the article. cofts me? If as
a merchant, T am in pofleflion of a fcarce and va-
luable. article, for m&ance, falt- petreml percewc
the great demand for .the article by government,

and the prefling  neceflity they have for it—I foon
1ca1n that the - quantity in  my pofleflion is, at the
NG moment,
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moment, fuch as they will be put to great {lraits
to do without ;; that in fa&.an, expedltlon,' ion' which
the eyes; of- Europe ‘are fixed, and in which: the:

whole civilized world is interefted, ‘may be delayed:
I do not chufe to. part: wich it, bue.

by my means.
at a moftextravagant profit;. T am not content. with
50 per cent, nor with 100, I will have 200." Their
wants compel them to give it me, they thave iex
haufted: every fource, and- they come to me from:
neceflity; and every. man who contributes: ‘to.the

taxes of the country, contributes his proportion:to;’

fatisfy my. avarlce, or (1f you pleafe) my ‘unfairad-
vantage. .. - Ca L el

- Xet who arraigns the condu& of exther of thefc |

thre_e parties? ‘Who.abufes their avarice, or who.
putting himfelf in'their places, will fay .that' they
would not adt the fame ; and yét horfes are an: ab-
folutely neceffary article ; -chairs and tables we can~
not. do w1thout, and war-cannot be carucd on. w:th»
out faltpetre, - - b T T D e

In vain will.you fay that thcfe are not as ncceﬁ'ary
articles as- bread; .certainly they are not, none can

be fo much fo, yet the principle of realoning isthe

fame; let us. however. bring forward one article,
which - in- thefe ‘times. approaches very nearly,in
poiat of neceflity, to bread s I mean fugar:; and here
we need ‘not argue: hypothetxcally “Who at  the
clofe:of the laft ‘year, faid to the Weft- Indiamer-:
chant, whofe fugars filled: almoft every warchoufe
ufed for fuch goods in the metropohs, and not only
P ' loaded
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loaded (even in one inftance to the deftrution of
feveral houfes) 'the uninhabited - buildings in every
ftreet: of the metropolis, -but thronged the very
lanes and highways in the eaftern: extremity of the
city, * You muft fell your fugars at a fair price,
fuch as the manifeft abundance of them warrants
you ‘muft. not keep the article locked up; in hopes
of felling it better—you have no right to *procure
loans from the bank, and aés of parliament from
the legiflature, to enable you to maintain the pre-
fent high price of that which is fo eflentially necef-
fary to the public, who have no right to be thas
preyed upon by your avarice—the profit is quite
fufficient for you, and we will pull down your
warchoufes, if you do not bring it to market.”’
«And yet all this might have been faid, certainly
with equal, and perhaps with greater reafon; be-
caufe in- this cafe, the merchants themfelves. did
not pretend {carcity—the rate of their {peculations
only could not afford a diminithed price. But the
public (though if ever they witnefled monopoly, it

" was in-this inftance, and that not concealed but

avowed monopoly) interfered not..

They reafoned wifely; ‘they confidered as a fun-
damental principle of liberty, the right whichevery
man has to difpofe of his property as he chufes, and
the found wifdom of ‘permitting hin’lsz\to, do; they
knew that the exercife of the power to abufe that

’ right,’ would be. p'art"ialvin'its éffe&é,,a‘nd momen-

tary
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tary in its duration—the interfering with that right
produé‘nve of general-and lafting evil. -t iy

- And'is ot the fame meafure to be me;ed, out:to
the farmier.a~Is the merescircumftance of:a greater
neceflity for his goods, to be confidered; as juftify-

ing ‘the violation of a principle, fo' wifely and juftly

confidered: as not to be- departed . from;: and -on
which, in a grcat meafure, has been - founded the
commercial greatnefs and profperity. of ~this im-
menfe empire? I cannot wafte another araumcnt
~ on the injuftice of the reftraint. . e iis

“But in this inftance the folly is-not: lcfs appa-
rent, < The 'very - retention of the article is ining

times out of ten'a moft-important advantageto:-the

country ; for ‘fuch a pra&ice cannot be. general

Smallnefs of capital-—temptation as to. price—-——re-

gularity of {yftem—injury from vermin, and natu-
ral wafte from keeping—all unite to bring to mar-
ket the produce of farmers at the ufual time, . Of-
ten indeed does the public fuftain a material lofs
from the farmers, who want money for other pur-

poles, bringing their corn to market, -which has -

been threfhed out, before. it was fufficiently :dry
to yield either to the flail or the grindftone . its full
“and mature produ&. No one can-doubt this-who
looks at the ftraw that is threfhed  at the early part
of the feafon, when. the harveft has not been: éadry
one. The fwarms of poultry, which inftantly-affem-
ble, and make their meal from even the refufe that

is
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is feattered in. getting the {ftraw .into: the loft, pro-
claimloudly " the ‘injury :which:the:: public: -has
{uftained from:the: early:-and :premature threfhing

outithe corni=l have no.doubt «(and I:dpeak: here.
from cexperiment)uithat: there : is:fcarcely . a:1load.
of . ftraw.which: comes :to the Londen market be=-
fore the month! of /February,. outs off.r»-whichj at:the

leaft -half .a.peck of wheat.mightnot:be obtained;
ah\d; “from - {ome::aiconfiderably larger. quantity.
The:man, othereforey: who '+ keeps - his corn back
till'the ear yields its full and mature produét,: who
fupplies you with: wheat,» whén iyou.cannot get it
elfewhere; and: who:feeds:the: market -when the

ftores ‘of: hiszneighbours are : exhaufted,: whatever

may: be his'motives;: renders:a-moft eflential fervice
to the’country: * “Y¥ou'may call him a - mohdpoli&,“
but to the kind - of imonopoly he-has been ‘guilty
of /(the keeping his own property!-till he:chufes
to' difpofe ‘of it) do youy perhaps, cowe:thofe re-
trenchments in ‘confumption you" have made;, . and
by ‘whi¢h- you have:aveited the dreadful evils:of

famine.  You know not your xobhgamons to «this

mian whom: ‘you ‘are trying to injire by unjufl:in-
finnations,  which:ifvhe is: foohfh cnough to rcgard
you will ‘inevitably be ffarved. o
I have confidered this charge ef monopoly as
intended to be applied: folely:to the great farmer; it
is impoflible to believe that itis meant to comprize
the Jittle farmer ;> who amongft the various-clafles

into which it has pleafed the Almighty to diftribute

F ~ his

o e o e e e wand
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his.credtures, is perhaps. the one moft déferving 0‘5

1cal commiferation ‘from his. fellow-creatures.—

_Perhaps there ‘is none Whlch can bring . forwardu

an aggregate .of more exceflive  induftry, harm-
lefs inoffenfive manners, and; forry.:I'am to fay;
of ‘diré poverty, . than the little farmer. - 'With
fcanty provifion;and exceflive toil. he can vie with
the labourer in induftry, but not like him can he
in the hour. of diftrefs. apply . for .parifh relief:
Many a man . who writes his name on the. parifh
bookslaﬁpkzupqr,»/an_d..;to,,;whfof_e relief be is obl'_igﬁéd-
t6 é@ptri‘bu_tc,:-has;:l_cfs: claim to.cparim;gamﬁ,a‘qée';

and léfs‘ need. of it than he has. - To. procure the,

fmall pittance” of his rent;.che is ‘compelled. to
threfh out . the. Tittle produce.of - his harveft almoft
at the mﬁ:ant it 1s hotifed.—Got well or; 1ll+—vleld1ng
toughly or. tenderly to- the flail—it" ‘matters not
to him, it muft. be threfhed out. . His rent’ day
is -approaching, . and, he muft make up his- little
purfe ‘he trots therefore’ tothe: market; and. dif=
poles mﬁ:antly of his {canty treafure. - If the price
does not tempt him to ‘part with it,- his neceflities
do’s 3 and thus; like the great farmer, Wlthout con-
fulting the mterc{’z of the public, he, promotes. it
moft fuccefsfully by a fupply in thofe times. when
the more opulent-do not deal it. out., A ~

1 thmk my 1eaders muft by this time be fatisﬁed
that . the faxmexs have had mjuﬁlce done them 3
that the greater part cannot be guilty of the crime
of monopoly; even in the llmxtcd fenfe imputed to
' them;
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them; that'of "fludying their ‘own 'cofivenience
and’“pleafure; in - the “difpofal. of their’ “p‘rbperty 5
and’that thofe whb'.are fo guilty,” are 'the  trtieft
friénds and the moft valuable ‘members of focncty

‘But I will not infult the common fenfe of thofe
who read “this addréfs, by ‘adding one ‘argument
more in refutation of the charges brought agamﬂ:
this ‘moft worthy ‘clafs "of the: commumty " In
former times in this, and at’ the prefent’ moinent
in‘every other country,” to mention the name of an”
Eflélifh farmer, 'is ' to' tnention every 'th'mg ‘that'is
manly, Jufty honourable, ‘and ufefal in’ focnety——
every thing that-is entitled “to ot regard “and
efteein.—Have we juft found 5ut that thefe terms
have been mifapplied ?——that the” chara®er of the
farmer is compounded of parfimény; cruclty, mean-’
nefs, and avwrlce—-—that {o'as he fills but his coffers, |
the rich miay be impofed on, and thé poor ftarved
—that with his principles he has loft his comuion
i"eni"e, and to the tltlc of roguc, adds that of’
ideot? oo ‘

‘God forbid that fuch {hould be the general fen-
timent!—=I fhould indeed defpair of the common-
wealth if it were thus vitiated "at the core. "The

infe&ion has already fpread too far: it is time to
ftop it. The cure'is in the common ;éxe’rti‘ori of

thofe faculties, which the Almlghty has glven us.
We fhall then fee the folly and cruelty of the
xhargc we ‘have brought agamﬁ ‘the farmer—we

‘ Fa ' ' fhall
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fhall \quickly -thén  replace’ him“in that rank to
which he is-éntitled, amongft-the moft-induftrious,

- moft ufeful,’ and mioft honourable claffes in fociety.

il _:k";L_g,’ SNVS RN

MILLER AND MEALMAN

The next obje& of popular abufe and refent-
ment s’ the'miller; who to this: trade neceflarily

‘unites that -of mealman;.or difpofer-of-the flour,
‘pollard, and bran which his-mill grinds. ' Whilft
~only general ‘rumour : of ‘monopoly: and mjuﬁlce

is brought forward :againft the farmer,. the miller
is placed upon the higheft record- of: this: country,
in the ‘higheft aflembly ' of this natien, as (if we
could defcend on this- occafion to ufe an old pun)
an errantt rogue. in--grain y and as if the.wonted
odium 'agoip{t‘thismlafs. wére not. fufficient, the
public.mind hasbeen daily irritated, by difcuffions

‘on the alarming -difcoveries: made .by. the evidence

brought forward in fupport of the bill for the
incotporation -'of.-a flour, meal; and bread com-
pany.; Onei-has no ‘occafion ‘here:to wander in
the labyrinth of conje@ure to find-out the ground

“iof .the: {ufpicions: entertained againft the millérs 3

wwe have them. :in detail;: gr‘ayel‘yf :brought forward

by high - authority,. and argued upon..at’ much
’ ]'eiigth"‘" -The refult of this: argument and:examina-

tion! has been fummed up by a noble lord, more

et A S ~ than
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than ufually converfant .in matters of: (xade, and is
in fubftance as follows ¢ .. . 0 PRI
.. That the millers (or mealmen) league toges
ther, to defraud the public, and to opprefs the
poor—that they hoard up the grain, and fell it out
when manufadtured, as. it fuits their intereft ; that

fo ample are their ftores, and fo immenfe their

magazines,; that a certain gentleman, -well known
as a great importer of cornand flour, and a con-

fiderable dealer in thofe articles, could: buy of the
millers: at one time 40,000 facks: of flour, without

in any degree- affe&mg the .market,-and that he
could -have bought as.much more, without pro-
ducing any - material alteration; that fo immenfe
are their  profits, and: fo, unreafonable: their expec-
tations, that one of the moft confiderable of .them
in point.of property had the aflurance to avow,
that he expe&ed from 15 to 18 per cent. proﬁt on

‘his. capital.”

From-an- unexpenenced and unthmkmg young

.man, juft- emancipated from college difcipline,

making his maiden effort in the fenate, and willing
to fupply-by aflertion the want of facts, catchmg at

every momentary ‘gleam. of ..populamt.y,. -however
;unattainablqbot by-the facrifice .of:common fenfe,
-ong thould have not been furprized.at.an accufa-
.tion fo bold—at a ftring of charges.fo replete: with

abfurdity. The objeét. might have beenifully an-

Afwered by it. - This would-be patriot-might: have
~feen, hisi name echoed  to:the public in the papers

of
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of the day. as the ‘c‘ha'inpiod of ‘a defraudedipeoples~
as ‘the ‘avenger of the poor man’s: wrongs:=—This
might have anfwered his purpofe; and “the. triith
or falfehood " of the ftatement would havé been
immaterial to him.~~But that grave and confiderate
men, who'could have no fuch, objedt, ‘who, if" they

ever felt the love ' of: popularity, are now- too far
advanced in life and too-experienced, not to know:

the: real value’ of ‘it (and-of couife to éare little
about-it)-fhould lave brought forward: a’ chafge
of ‘the‘ferious nature,  which' the firft of thefe pre-
fents; > without ‘fome ftrong fpecific ‘ground on
which toreft it, is to me moft extraordinaryand

unaccountable. I’ox" on - what‘does the whole of
this fevere: imputation'rely for its fupport? ‘Why, -

to afale by the millers to an agent of government
on‘a particular emervency,‘ of 40,000 dekS of
flour. ‘ =

Let us afk a few queftions as to this fale. Was
it-of ‘a fociety of millers alting together that this
was bought ?* Noi.—Was it of two or three uncon=
nelted, opulent ones ? No.—Was the  purchafe
made this'year ? No.—Was it made in a time of
any fcarcity ? “No:~~Was it all bought on the fanie
day? No.~~Was it all to be delivered at the fanie

time ! No.-~Was ‘the time of delivery within ‘a

fhort time? No,—What then is thc truth of"’ this

tranfa&lon Po Why it xs ﬁmply thisis 7 e

“Mr. Claude Scott;-an” ‘dgént ‘of government
who tranfadted a ‘great part of its bufinefs in this

IR line,

¢ 43 )
liné, received an order to purchafe for.governnient
the quantity of flour ftated.: .- The: tranfa&ionitook

place fome iyears fince; it.was at:a. period when
the. invafion of tlie country was threatened, jand

minifters wifhed: to form a ‘depot. for the . ufe of

any troops .who., might.be encamped for: the pros
teCtion of it. There was no fcarc‘ity_of;corri or
flour ;at the time, nor. any.apprehended. .. The
manner in which it was. . bought’ precluded..any
poflibility of affe@ing the market; forit;wasbought
at the corn: market of 4/ the different imillers in
the neighbourhood of itown,. ;a;nd,;.-aS_z;-;?ncarg,; as
poflible .in- equal proportions from each. . - The
delivery was to be made at.the rate of :5000. quar-

-ters per week, and would. take;7wa, monrbs in com-

pleting. The engagement forithe whole, quantity
was made- (but of this. I am ot .quite pofitive,
nor is it material) not on the fame- day; but at.dif-
ferent days. . T e e

After this . corre€t ﬁatement of the tranﬁ&lon,
w;h.atf are. we to fuppofe-of -the candour ¢f ;the ac-

culers? ..and. of the inference. drawn drom - this
Atranfafhon of the/ immenfe heards kept::by -the

millers,; whichi could:allow of this fudden: and im-

menfe fupply.. Having; do " fully. rebutted: every

iota_of charge that thenature- of , this;icontract,

,could furnith againft, the ‘millers; it.is unneceﬁ'a,ry
to' argue, which,. :might,;be done . with yery :great

fucccfs, that in the-time of, fearcity; a ,fupp y of this

nature, fo arranged could  be eally effe@ted

without
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{without inconvenience to the public. T'wety milters
providing 250 facks each per week, would form
the amount wanted ; and what would this be to
men vwho; ferely to fupply their cuftomers, and

to provide work for their mills, ought moft of

themto have by: them ﬁom 500 to 1000 quarters
Of that. R L 1_")

- "Perhaps - this" very tranfa&lon, whllﬂ from: 1tsn

nature: it could - not faften any imputation of* mo-
nopoly,is the beft anfwer that can be given to the

‘charge of combination.’ With fuch a buyer on.

the market, bidding for'a quantity equal to a fort-
night’s .confumption of the whole town, ‘had! they

- leagued together, knowing fo well as they do the

ftate of ‘the markets, and the influence which fuch

a demand muft neceflarily have had on them; »t’heyk

would have done in this cafe'as they are fuppofed
to--do in all others ;. they would have held back
their commodity, and advanced their price'in pro-
portion to the demand. " If théy had not done
this, their combination’ would ‘have ‘been of no

fervice 'to them, and would have been unlike all

‘other combinations. That they did not do this, that
inftead of ating in concert together, to' take ad-
wvantage of the wants of an immenfe cuftomer, and

that -cuftomer - government (whom people are not

‘apt to be over-nice in their deahngs with) to keep

“back their goods from - Him ‘with a:view of mlﬁng
the price; they came liberally forward, and fupplied
- ’ . L : . N .l E . LR hls

outrages commenced throughout the kmgdom,_‘
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his wants on.moderate, terms :.he. himfelf tells you
that .the rnarkets ‘were not. a{fe&ed and of .courfé
there could be-no. combmatxon. Pt e e

- The next . charge is that of lmmenfe exorbxtant,
proﬁt, and founded on the. evxdence of. Mr. Pratt,
who on being. afked.- what profit. he:. fhould expe&
on his capital, anfwered from 15 to 20 per cent—
Is there any. want of confcience in this expectatron?
-—-—Is there a merchant in. the city of London who
would thmk his. caprtal well aid sout,, whrch pro-
duced him lefs? and have not: the majorrty in, this
war made a.great deal more?——Excluﬁve of the
rifk whlch the mrller Tuns: from the varlatlon of v
the. malkets betWeen ‘the .time of .. hlS buymg;
wheat, and brmgmg it to market : manufa&ured'
and. whxch except on a rlﬁng ;market, is. always
againft him, he rifks not:alittle in thefe trmes
from public. odium. The. abfurd nonfenfe, fo
plenufully afloat. at. thlS time,: aﬁe&s hw mtereﬁ:.
more materlally than people are aware of.. They
are apprehenfive. of public commotion, and _that
they and thexr property will. be amongﬁ the ﬁrﬁ:,
vr&rms, Whllﬂ: the outcry therefore 15 fo ﬂrongi'
againft them, they merely keep therr mllls gomg, ;
and no greater. ftock of wheat. by. them than Is
neceﬁ'ary for: that purpofe,/ Enquxre ﬁnce thefei

and you will, find this to have been genergll 2
cife, and. partlcularly in the nelghbourhood of
London. Under all thefe d;fadvantages, ‘there-

G fore,
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~ fore, can we confider it unreafonable, that in the

beft and moft flourithing times, when every thing
goes fmoothly on, the miller fhould expe& to make
this profit with all the drawbacks upon it which
he is. liable to?- If every man who embarks his
property in trade, at leaft where a confiderable
capital is neceffary, think himfelf not over fortu-
nate; in making from 20.to 30 per. cent, upon it,
is.the miller (whofe bufinefs requires: an afliduous
attention and bodily exertioh equal to any other,
whofe rifks from-various caufes are as confiderable,
and the nature .of whofe employment is the moft
beneficial to the human race, and more neceflary
for its fupport than any other) to be told. that he is
unconicionable in! expeéting a profit: lefs than the
average of otheritrades? Iam really at a lofs to
find what argumeht 'can be ufed to prove the un-
reafonablenefs of his expectations or the exorbitancy
of his gains, if we regard his tradc with a reference
to that of others, i :

But let it be recollected (and 1t is not unworthy
of remark) that at :this period, when their profits
have been fuppofed to be higheft, the market having
been more upon the rife than. fall, (except’in the
inftance before alluded to, where the fall was very
fudden, and the millers: fuftained a gréat lofs) the
capital neceflary for the mere ‘purpofe of carrying
on the bufinels, was neceflarily .very' greatly ex-
tended.. ' When wheat is’ at 3/ per quarter, the
man whofe mill.requires'a ftock of wheat of 1000

L quarters
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quarters to keep it employed, and his cuftomets re:
gularly fupplied, would require a capital for the
fole purpofe of buying that article of grain only, of
3000/.—at prefent he would require from 6 to
7000/ for the fame purpofe.  His wealth muft then
be very confiderable indeed, if with fo unufual a
draught upon his-purfe, he can afford to fink more
money in {peculations, independent of hisufualtrade.
The public may be affured that fuch is not the
cafe.- They know as little of ‘monopoly as they do
of combination ; both are quite out of their way.
One fenfibly regrets therefore, that men of clear-
good fenfe, and great information, grown old in
political fcience, and well verfed in the true prin=
ciples of commerce, fhould lend their ear to prejus
dice fo unfounded as that which inclndes in its cen-
fure a refpeftable and numerous body, and which fo -
generally applied, con/d not be juft—that knowing, as
they muft, how prone the public is to liften to any
accufation againft this ufeful but disfavoured clafs,
they fhould have furnithed materials for increafed
and equally unfounded calumny. Are the charac-
ters of men to be thus fported with, to feed the
grofs appetite of the day—to encourage that pre-
judice already too dangerous for the public weal?
Are they to be held up to public odium, on proofs
no better then thefe? To fay the leaft of it, fuch
condu& is fadly indifcreet—{uch imputations un-
neceffarily harth. It has not been by fuch treat-
ment towards thofe who rifk their property in- its
G2 | {upport
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ihPPO}‘ti;-»a'nd- who give their tim¢ to its fervice;
that this country has rifen to its prefent exalted
and enviable commercial profperity.

““But if we give only a few moments more to the

fubje&, ‘we fhall find that whilft thefe harfh charges
cannot-be true in- their general application, it is
hardly poflible they can be true, with reference to
individuals in the-trade. Let us refleé on what we
mean by monopoly.—There can be no doubt, that

‘public epinion defines monopoly to be « the get-
ting into your pofleffion fo confiderable a quantity

of any article, as to be enabled thereby, in a great
degrée, ‘to command the price of it in the market.”
This 'is the leaft favourable definition for me; that
could be given'; for I am certain that the general
idea of monopoly goes much further, and includes
the almoft entire pofleflion of the article. Let
us try it however, on this limited fcale, as to its
injurious effeéts; and fee whether even this degree

of evil exifts.

* In the commencement of this enquiry; let me ac-
knowlcdge_ the ftrong impreflion my mind has re-
ceived from much confideration on the fubjedt,
that rhere can be no fuch thing as monO‘poly in arti-
cles of confumptlon fo extunﬁve ‘as wheat and
flour. R A

~ If we are to particularize fpots, whete thls idea
appears to me moft juft, and efpecially at this mo-
ment applicable, it is in the vicinity of the metro-

- polis; "The weekly confumption of London alone

is
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is upwards of 90,000 facks; the value of which at
the rate of 5/ per fack, would be 100,000/
That man muft be credulous- ‘indeed, and'mu&

‘have a ftrange idea of the wealth of mlllers,

who can fuppofe it poffible, that any one, ‘or any
half dozen millers, if they -could be brought to’
league together for the purpofe, could fpare from
the accuftomed demands upon their trade a fum fo
confiderable.  They muft be ftrangely ignorant
of the conftant demands for ready money to carry
on a manufattory even of this fimple nature, who
can believe that the largeft miller in the vicinity of
London, could fpare in times like thefe, even a
tenth of this fum for fuch a purpofe, if his’inclina-
tion prompted him fo to do; Tam by character ac-
quamted with one among{t the many refpc&%blc
men in this bufinefs, -whofe déalings "are per-
haps as extenfive and confiderable in this line as that
of anyother. [ underftand that the regular fupply of
wheat whi¢h he ought in common prudence to have
by him merely for the fupplying of his cuftomers

 with " flour, &c. is from 500 to 1000 quarters ;

let us take the medium 750 quarters, this at
67. (the loweft price fince the commencement
of the harvelt) amounts to 4500. I believe
him to be an” opulent man, but I muft have
a firange idea of his wealth to imagine, that whillt
he has fo confiderable a fum lying as it were dead
in oze article alone of the many he deals in, he could
{parc four times that fum, to fpeculate beyond his

wants 3
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wants ;' no one ‘will believe that he does {o, or ever
did when wheat was at the high price it is now.

~.But there muft be fome exifting. motive, fome

powerful in'dAucement to make the miller even hoard
up his flour at the late high prices—A very fenfible
writer, . and aéutc obferver of human nature* fays
‘¢ Every human a&ion muft have its’ motive and
the motive muft be equal to the .conduét, or it is.
no motive at all.” . There can. be only one motive
which could influence the miller ‘to hoard up his
flour, imd that is intereft—Does he confult this in
the prefent moment, when the price can.leave him
little .hopes of profit from fpeculation ? Is wheat
at 6/ per quarter an obje&t for a man to ha-
zard his money upon? Befides exclufive of the
injury which thefe articles fuftain’ by keeping, and
the lofs of wheat ‘when remeafured, it has always
becng,conﬁder'ed‘a_s the intereft of the miller to turn
his money as quick as poffible, and it is only by fo
doi_-ng«c that he can poflibly make the vaft profits
imputed to him ; for even thofe who talk. of: the
immenfity of his profits, account for it by the quick

returns of his capital.  We muft alfo not forget that
at the period when the clamour was loudeft againft

them, there were two caufes exiﬁing to check any

fpirit of enterprize or fpeculation; the one was,

the unavailing efforts they had been making to re-

fift the bill for incorporating the London Flour and

* Beattie on Truth.

Bread
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Bread Company by which their {pirits were brolken,
and their profpeéts clouded—and the other, the
lofs they had fuftained from: the fudden great fall

in the price of Flour at the very fame moment.—

‘Whether it was occafioned by thefe combined cir-
cumftances, or not, yet.true it is, (and I fpeak it
from authority) that during:the later part of the
fummer, the generality of the Millers had. fcarcely
a week’s. fupply in advance, and fome not half
that quantity ; - and fo completely were they run out
towards the clofe of the harveft, that it was with
great difficulty they could fupply ‘the wants of the
Metropolis. - This is furely a fufficient anfwer to
the charge of Monopoly as pra&ifed by them at
that time. T TSN IR PR
. But the public have a fecurity againft mono-
pbly; at any time in thefe articles, from the dealers
themielves. - It is to be found in the very-enlarged
and very ufeful competitlion which every one knows
exifts in this trade, perhaps moré fo than in any
other. - - ‘When the public are informed that there
are no lefs than' 150 mills in the vicinity of :the
fmctropelis; swhich contribute to its. fupply, and
that the owners are independent of and: uncon-
~ﬁ6&ed,,: with each other, there can be no .doubt
‘that the. competition ‘is as great as:it is ufeful:
probably out of thefe mills one-third are the‘ p.ro-
perty of men of fome capital, but-the remaining
two-thirds belong to thofe:who cannot afford to
‘have a thilling lying idle, who, -at the prefent-and
Wt late
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-late high prices, buy juft as much wheat as will

fupply their ncceﬁitxes, and the inftant it is manu-
faCtured return. it 'to’the market ;. they haveé no

‘money to fpeculate. witli—they. can fcarcely afford
-toorun the rifk between market and market. . The

public may be fatisfied that there is no trade where

‘the " competition -is . more: extenfive, and the ob-
ftacles to monopoly fo great as in this trade, fo -
“much the: obje& of their-fufpicions. . Where there
-are 150 .competitors in one market; one-can hardly
" admit the poffibility of monopoly. . i

:One argument more remains (if it were wantcd)
to fatisfy -the moft: incredulous how little reafon

‘there has. been to fuppofe any thing like mono-

poly within thefe laft fix months. When we con-
fider the regular fupply :which the metropolis has
received in the: laft fpring and fummer from the

millers; equal to all its wants and demands ;. when -
‘we know how  fcanty were the home as w.c»ll:as‘
foreign fupplies; how fparingly (and fortunately fo) .
‘they were from neceffity. dealt out, how great was

the unprecedented demand for: the fupply of the

coaft from the: London market, we may be affured
that if there had been any thing like a monopoly,
or even: the holding any confiderable. quantity

‘back from the market, the inconvenience would

have been inftantly-and feverely felt, and the caufe

ceafily difcovered.: But it is in evidence that there
‘never was a deficiency. of f{upply, and to.procure

this muft have required a more than common ac-
tivity
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tivity from the. trade, and a condud very dliferent
from monopoly. : ~ =
So conneéted with the mlllers and mealmen,
and fo lmmedlately directed againft them isthe
bill which has pafled both Houfes for incorpo-
rating this Flour and Bread Company,- that it

‘will ‘not, - perhaps, be amifs to difcufs in. this

place a fubject fo extraordinary and important, It

will require no little fophiftry to reconcile this

clamour againft the monopoly of the millersiand
mealmen, with the grant to a chartered corporation
of the largeft monopoly of a #eceffary article €ver
conceded to any body. -It reminds one of.the
remedy for a flain, by pouring on it:a greater
portion of the liquor that occafioned it.—What !
fhall .we -echo from country to country the idle
nonfenfe of monopolifts in the perfons of uncon-
neted millers and mealmen, and in the fame breath
‘give our fanétion to the incorporation of peers, com-

“moners. and’ merchants, with an avowed capital of

150,000/ to commence their operations with?

- If thefe millers have furnithed London with a
regular and ample fupply, what occafion. for more
mills ? if they have found a difficulty in procuring
fufficient corn to” work their mills, why mcreafe
the difficulty by ere@ing another immenfe one in
their neighbourhood ? - What. muft an unbiafled
difpaffionate man think of the:confiftency of thofe.
who charge -individuals with hoarding up--grain,

‘who adcufe thele large millers of monopoly and

H the




j:’:c‘».- S

( 54 )
the ruin of fair competition, yet are exerting
their eloquence, their talents, and their influence,
toperluade’the legiflature to grant a chartered mo-
nopoly: of 120,000 facks of flour per annum, in

amount no lefs than atenth of the fupply of thC»

metropohs S D .

--'The benevolent motives wh]ch have a&uatcd
many of the fubfcribers to, and promoters of this
chartered company, no one can. dlfpute—when we
1ead their names it would be injuftice to refufe to
many the tribute of our refpect for the benevolence
and-purity of their motives. But it would be’ re=
quiring too much to expeé&t our belief, that a fole
regard for the public' good, unmixed with. any
private intereft, has afuated the conduét of every
fubfcriber ; much: more unreafonable would it be
to require our aflent to ‘the propriety. of the.re-
medy which the legiflature has fuggefted to .cure
the evil of monopoly.—Is there 'a man of plain
fenfe in the country who does not fée the grofs
inconfiftency of fuch conduét and the-abfurdity of
the reafoning which has been. brought forwards in
its fupport 2. '

- I have before ﬂated, that the regu]ar fupply of

London comes from 150 mills in its. vicinity, the
capitals of which are fome very confiderable and
others very trifling.. I think one might without
fear of contradition hazard an ‘affertion, that if a
third of the moft opulent of thefé millers, were to
lcague together (as they have been accufed) to

hoard
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hoard up the grain and to diftrefs the public, the
capital they could raife to fpeculate with, the in-
jury they could: do- the market would be very' in-
ferior to that ‘we have reafon to apprchend from
the wealth and power of this- gteat company " No
one will fuppofe that immenfe as is the 6ftenfible

‘capital, there are no means of increafing it beyond

legiflative permiflion.  The ope'n capital'we k‘hdw;.,'
but are there any bounds-to the fecret capltal
which may hereafter be employed? e

If the legiflature has ‘pronounced the danger to
be great, from the wealth and fuppofed 'good
underftanding “of the millers and medlmeén, of
whofe capital and means of monopo]y 'they can
know nothing, how can it with- any conﬁﬁ‘ency
attempt to perfuade you, that from this great cor:
poration, whofe immenfe capital they have Tinc-
tioned, and to whofe means of - fecretly extendmg
it they cannot be blind, no danger is to be appre- )
hended. Will you ‘allow them to fay ‘to: you in
anfwer ‘to this, < The chara&er of thefe men ig
¢ your fecurity;- ‘the pledge of their good condu&
¢ is to be found in their rank and {’cauon, Thcfc
¢ are -a’ band of patriots who- havc rxfen up ‘to
¢ avenge the caufe of the poor, ' tor ﬂand betiween
¢ the defrauded public: and thefe avaricious blood-
< fucKers, the mlllers and bakers:“no interelt bu
¢ the public good animates them ; zmd to read thelr
¢ names is to'do juftice to their views.”

Such, indeed, has been the languaoc which you

’ " Ha have
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have heard from the higheft authorities ; fuch have
been the means ufed to engage the public fupport
w1thout doors to the meafure that was pafling
w1th1n.——Tle fupporters of it, if they have not
a&ed Wlth the utmoft ‘candour, have ufed the ex-
tremeﬁ pohcy With a thorough knowledge of
thofe they had to deal with, they took advantage of
the moment when the public' mind was foured by
the lngh pnce ‘of bread, and inclined to believe
any thmg, however abfurd, to dire& their refent-
ment agamf’c that body to whom the common
people are always hoftile.  To them and to their
artifices they impute a prefent want, and a danger

‘/of greater The refentment already excited againft
| the miller and baker is not fufficient for théir pur-
pofes, the public have not had duft enough thrown

into thetr eyes, and they come forward to increafe
the quantity and to thoroughly blind them.
When they have thus paved the way for their

:kgrand panaceum, they colle&t together the gaping
- and hungry crowd, and thus addrefs them :

¢ My good friends, we the voluntary guardians

,‘ of the public weal, the difinterefted band of felf-

< eleé‘ted patrlots, have viewed with a philanthropic
¢ concern the diftreffes which you are all now ex-
¢ perxencmg from the cruel avarice of the miller

¢ and mealman, and ‘from  the roguery of the

¢ baker—iwe ? arc fenfible of the claims you have to
Ieglilatwe interfer ence to proteét you againft thefe
tyrants whofe jl(zves you are.~—Entitled to redrefs

¢ we
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¢ we will procure it for you-—we will protett you
¢ againt thefe' powerful and rich monopolifts, thefe
¢ .hoarders of grain, whofe defign is to {»’catve'you
¢ —they fhall no longer have the power to ptey '
< upon your wants—through us fhall they pierce
¢ in futare before they can. Wound yow—m us
¢ will you find an nnpenetrab]e phalanx, that will
¢ effe@ually. fereen you againft their n1e1c11efs
s depredations. . After thefe profeﬂions, doubt not
¢ our motives or our fervices, if in the remeches
¢ we. fuggeft, there fhould appear fome trifling
¢ inconfiftency. Defperate dlfeafes you know

- ¢ require defperate remedies; you may not quite

¢. comprehend the nature of the means we fhall
¢ fuggeft for your deliverance—you may not en-
¢ tirely be able to reconcile it. to common fenfe, or
to your COMmMon experience ; but it is, n neverthe-
lefs, fuch as is fuited to your plefent cxrcumﬁances
¢ —fuch as your neceflities call for, and fuch as will
heaI the wounds under which you at prefent
¢ groan. . But we will keep you no longer in fuf-
‘pence.  Our. plan is this: the Millers and Meal-
men hoard up the Corn and Flour, and deal it
out to you, as it fmts their mtereft or pleafure.
‘We mean. to apply to Parhament to allow #s to
be the great hoarders—-—but we will deal the Flour
out to you, hberally and. Wlthout confu]tmg our
xntete& . They have entered into a fecret com-
‘bination to raife the _price of the markets, Vm or-
¢ der to diftrefs youwﬁffe mean to enter into an

" ¢ open

e
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¢ open ong to relieve you—Though it is not in our
< power to prove, that ¢ any thing like a criminal

€ or an 1llcgal combination” exifts among them > yet

¢ thereis. ““ no doubt they have that kind of under-
¢ ftanding one with another, which prevents the
¢ advantages of fair competition,” and this their
¢ immenfe capitals furnith them with the means of
-/¥e mean to have an underftanding
¢ amongﬂ: ourfelves ; we mean to a& together ;
¢ but then it .is folely for your advantage.—We
¢ aredenfible of this principle, that ¢ where there is
¢ mo equality, there can be no competition.” That
¢ the moufe cannot compete with the elephant, or
¢ the fparrow with the eaglc but we mean not. to
¢ take advantage of our ftrength, we intend to
¢ open the market to fair and free competition,
¢ by driving thefe rich, unconftionable millers - and
¢ mealmen out of 4. No danger can be appre-
¢ hended from our- capital, for though it is true
¢ 150,000/ founds a great deal, yet it only founds
< fo to thofe, who like you, are unaccuftomed. to
¢ fuch founds—in oz hands no danger is to be
¢ apprehended from it, though a twentieth part in
¢ thelrs would be truly alarming, S
"Thefe millers have no reftriion on thexr com-
¢ merce, they may buy or fell corn to any extent,
¢ andif from hoardmg up it thould become unfit for
¢ ufe, they can fell it out, free from. reﬁramt for
¢ others o poifon the .public with, “We, on the
¢ centxary, are reftrited as to the quantity of

corn
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¢ corh we can either buy,' fell, or manufacture;

-our dealings muft be kmited to a.tenth part of the

confumption of the metropolis, and ‘we can -
only difpofe of 52,000 quartérs: of corn in the
“year, even if it fhould become mufty on our

‘hands, and our hoards be ever {fo confiderable.

“You have heard of the alarming profits-of their

-trade | No wonder, when their expetations . of
15 to 18 per cent.is openly avowed by one of
-their principal dealers. #e are -content with

L T S L T AP BRI T
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< only 10 per cent. profit. It is true they devote

L 2)

“all their time ‘and attention ;- -their -fkill and
¢ experience’; embark all their capital, and run
every rifk for this profit, - We; to bé {fure, (at
leaft the greateft part of us,) nican to fit at
home, and take no fhare in the trouble; we
fhall carry no {kill or experience to the concérn,-
‘becaufe we :have it not; we fhall embark' none
¢ of “us more than 1000/. and can run no ritk
beyond‘it ; but even with' all this difference you
¢ muft perceive the enormxty of their proﬁts, and
¢ the-moderation of ours. - EERIR

¢ To:fum up all in a few words, we mean:to
¢ deftroy monopoly, by ere@ing one of out-own
¢ ewe-propofe to root out combination by'com-
¢ bining together ourfelves—we will prote& you
¢ againft' the effedts of capital, by ‘creating a
¢ wmonftrous ‘one of our ownj and. we:intend-to
¢ open competition by means of a purfe fo’ Wnghty
as to drive away every competitor.

o L B Y L,
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¢ Do not, we entreat you, doubt the benefit you
¢ will derive from thefe benevolent efforts on our

- ¢ part; do not diftruft us- merely becaufe you do not

¢ quite underftand the drift of our arguments, or
¢ as yet perceive the reafon of them.  When you
¢ know of whom .we are compofed,  all appre-
¢ henﬁons of our capacity to ferve: you, or of ‘the
¢ purlty of our motives, will inftantly vamﬂl.
¥ We are compounded of the moft genuine’ pa-
¢ ‘triots {eleéted from the members of both legifias
¢ tures, and of .the moft/emirent in fpirit; and
¢ wealthy in purfe among& the merchants 'and

¢ bankers ‘of London. "We need not, furely, add,

¢.more to induce you to give. us your fupport.”.

. Did ever impudent . Charlatan, puffing. off hls
naufeous:drugs,  more - completely gull-a fenfelefs
mob, than thefe perfons have 'the credulous and
inconfiftent public ?: Wonderful as it may appear;
when reafon has cooled the pre]udlces with which
the pubhc mind is tainted, yet upon fuch and .no
better foundation, on argument not one whit more
folid, however rendered .more fpecxous by ‘the
.decorat;ve charms of eloquence, has this immenfe

profje& reccived the fan&ion of - the legiflature

amidft the confenting voice of the people—of thofe
who for ‘months paft had been- ringing all the

" changes upon monopohﬁ:s and great millers. “Take
from the arguments in. fupport of this meafure the .

extrinfick ornament with - which ‘they have been

clothed and they amount in fubftance to the addrefs
: I have
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I have put info the ‘mouths -of the prqe&ors,,

Read ‘what paﬁ'ed at the tlme, ‘and’ you will ﬁnd
that 1f I have « nothxng extenuated 7 Ihave not

‘y

£ fet down ought in mahce. .

And is it in fupport of fach a pro]e& and on
fuch grounds, that thlS hxghly ufeful body of men,
engaged in the moft neceflary and extenﬁve trade
in the world againft whofe honour and falr deal-
ing not the flighteft unputatlon could be e\torted
from w1tneffes brought in fupport of the meafure-—«-«'
Who on the contrary were proved by thelr tefti-
mony 1 in a time of unexampled fcarclty, when the
commodlty was difficult of procurance for manu:
faGture, to have regulaxly, and amply fupphed the
wants of the metropohs, and with a conf dembly /e[s
_praﬁz‘ z‘bam by law they were enzzt/ea? 1o, are to be held
up to the pubhc notice as men requlrmg ﬁrong
leglﬂatxve controul———and this not by prov1ﬁons to

" reftram thexr abufes if any ex1ﬁed but by ere&mg‘

an almoﬂ: unbounded monopoly at their. gates. -

The mlllers ‘may truly fay, they were not on
that_ occaﬁon dealt falrly by. It is 1mpofﬁble
to fay (as has. been fald) that no 1mputat10n
was .meant towaxds them-——but that the only wew
of the legxﬂatuxe Was by mcreaﬁng the competl—

tion, .to lower the prxce f01 the mtereﬂt of ‘the

people. If we read the pteamble to the blll-—-lfv
we. recolle& the language ufed n all places,' .Bwhere

IR RS
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pronounce, that the baﬁs of the apphcatlon to par-
I ' hament,‘
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‘unfounded calumny, filent contempt and inftead .
' of

jtrade. .

Let 1t not be thought that T have any 1ntereft

.1n the caufe of the millers—1I know " none of’them,
_except by chara&er——but I'do not believe infinu-

attons that are unprobable, and” charges that are

1mpoﬁible to be true, let them come from what

quarter they will, B IR !
Had not a prmcrple of ]ufhce raifed my pen m

: therr fupport, the grautude ‘which ‘in ‘commoén

w1th the public, T feel for their” condué, under
fhie unjuﬂ; obloquy with which they have ‘been
loaded would have induced me to ftand forward.
I dread to thmk what would have been the con-

__fequence, if thofe men, yielding to the natural

1mpulfe of refentment ‘which fuch ¢ondu@ towards

any men muft exc1te, had withdrawn their affift-

ance from -the publtc even for one week. ‘Any
man who walks into a baker’s thop, and learns

T'the quantlty of flour he has by him, will eaﬁly
) apprecnate the danger. ‘Who then are the men

moft Cl’ltlt]Cd to the term of patrrots——thofe who,

Ywhllf’c they are holding ‘up to pubhc ‘odium, as
‘ dangerous monopohﬁs, and ' covetous hoarders; a

large portlon of their fellow creatures, are obtain-
lng an unhearduof monopoly themfelves, or’ thofe

,,,,,

and endangered in therr property, from the real

combination formxng agam{t them, oppo{'e only to

s et e S
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of retortmg on . the heads of their accufers,
and, of 2 puhhc deluded by thelr mrfreprefentar
tions, that deadly vengeance w1th which they
mlght repay the har{h treatment they have recelved

continue_to glve thelr ufual ard to that pubhc} by
IJ\.

-whom they have been 1nJured (not mdeed w1th all

therr former energy and '1&1v1ty, for undex‘ fuch

STV TN

ufage, _how can 1t be expe&ed) relymg on thelr

reafon fhall have refumed her feat
In fplte of every thmg whrch has been Iatelv

on the caufes of natxonal wealth and profpenty
may be conﬁdered however he may have been

down on the fubje& of: the freeddm of tra -
Every tlttle which he has uttered on charters,' i
corporatlons and excluﬁve prxvrleges, 1 moft fully '
fubfcrlbe to. . The abfolute and unquahﬁed free-

mtle§ on. the other, form} the only real foundatlon
of co mmercxal greatnefs. ’ They are eifentra}xto‘ its

profperlty ; at leaft to. that utmoﬁ profperous ﬁate
I2 it
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-attempt | 'to reﬁram it, or pretend to aﬂiﬁ

}:the‘; x'1'rn'Jury you' do it is almoft ceitain,’ you
¢ch eck its natural and v1goxous fhoots, and you un-
de -'_':'"ﬁﬁead of haften its progrefs to maturlty
I am, aware, ‘that modem opmlon and 111odern
Eonﬂu& fmlle at thefe do&rmes, and thmk. them
only apphcaBle 0, tlmes that have been Iong ﬁnce
paft ‘when' commerce was in its mfancy, and not
fmtea to the' prefent advanced ﬁate of it I, on the
contrary, think them approprlate to every perlod
and fuch a8 no commerc:al country can. depart
Yror_n, except " in; thofe firong cafés” of neceﬂity
which Jufhfy a temporary deparfure from any prm-
§J Ie, however umverfal S |
Wlth thefe op ] ons, it cannot then be wondered
at that I am an emy to all legal monopohes 3 the

iy
prmmple of them all 1s at enmlty with' commerce.

ssssss

}’etthere are fome of that nature’ frorn ’whlch I ap-

gr{e}xeh_d no ferious mJury, becaufe even the omnl-
potence of pa?hament though in appearance 1t may
gtve it, cannot n reallty _ ,

Were the legxﬂature to glye to any foctety, how-
.eveé Jn‘umero'us and Wealthy, thofe co'r'pot‘a'te ad-
vantages, thofe lmmunltles and excluﬁve pr1v1le-
ges, whlch Would generally eﬁabh{h the moﬂ: en-
tlre monopoly poﬁible 3 if thefe WCre glven o men

embarklng in a concern, ,where a great and ne-

",) \w 'N‘. _» be

‘.‘nabie of—«mterfele w1th 1ts progtefs in anyr

¢ o5 )
be apprehenﬁve of the danger of monopoly from
them. S . ¢ S
On this prmc1ple, however extenﬁve the power
of .this ‘vaft company. may be, however large their
allowed capital,. and however: capable of concealed
increafe, yet T have no apprehenfions of. injury to
the public: from their monopoly, if they were fo
attempt -it. - The articles they deal in, admit not
of it, - Moft certainly in a market very fcantily
fupplied,  their- purchafes would in fome degree
affe& it; but ‘their demand would be foon known,
and'ithe fupply 'would .regulate itfelf accordingly.
The perithablenefs- of the commodities; the - great
lofs-on: the - fmalleft diminution of - their iprice, - the
ferious expence of their warehoufe-room, and lofs
of ‘intereflt 'on: the money funk-—the immenfe
fums which"in times of fcarcity (the only times
when'monopoly canbe dangerous) are neceflry to
be takieriout of theirtrade for the purpofe of fpe-
culation~=the " almolt - certain  combination - 'which
they 'would runithe danger of exciting againft them,
from the wholg trade;. who would watch: their pro-
ceedings with a jealous eye—and laftly, that fear
of public refentrent, and the -effe@s of it which
’they ' fnatu’rally “would feel—all: combinf s am ple
fecurities-to ‘the « ‘public,’ agam{t any danﬁer of mo-
nopély from’this ihftitation, 5 0 0T
«Nor et “thei trade’ itfelf entertain’ any ferlous
—apprehenﬁons of ‘the linjury sbey will fuftain’ from
thétn <1 have ftrongly ‘my: doubts whether the
company
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- individuals than with. largc bodies. -
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company. will: take "advantagé -of the :legiflative .

permiflion to cftablith themfelves; if they confult
their-intereft, they will not : allow however that it
isieftablithed on-the vaft fyftem propofed; yet there
is no*occafion for alarm.—~Whil(t::the company
‘retains it’s original fupporters, like' all new inftitu-
tions, it may go on:at firft with fpirit and energy—
1t-may for a time abridge- the miller of fome little
ofhis profits—it may even- deprive him of a few
of:his cuftomers.—But thefe will be: very few, for
,they, are:all of courfe vldbourmg under the fame
opprobrium as’ the millers; -with,;them they make
acommon-caufe, and it is not 'prob‘a‘ble ‘they will
bé allured by an mconﬁderablc advantage to defert
thexr old friends.- : s e,
+/Thet company w1ll have ina gleat meafurc to
force thelr market ; they ‘will not eafily effe& it :
peoplé ‘are generally more inclined - to-deal: with
They. are apt
fo confider the latter -as afluniing a greater. confe-
quencé, an-higher -rank -and - a proud fuperiority:;
from.whatever caufe it procceds, they do not feel on
3 par With them. S e e s I G,
o IE howevcr matters go: fmoothly onat; ﬁr& 1f the
;~unexpe€ted reftri€tions which: the upper Houfe:of
Parliament have- thought proper:to impofe -on their
trade; and theé- fcrutmy it‘has> fubje&ed them :to,
fhould' not*have - difgufted: the-original projeors

‘of the {chieme;and induced- them' to withdrawstheir

names ‘already; 'yet it is vcry improbable, that:a
perfe&

" manents-
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perfet and cordial union: fhould long: exift. Pro-
jets founded on phllanthmpy dlone are rarely per-
A motive {o honourable - atfirft readily
attracts innumerable friends; the feeling mind prefles
forwards to participate in: fchemes where the pro-
minent feature is benevolence ;- but fchemes found-
ed in paffion, ,and fupported by enthufiafm, from
their nature cannot be lafting. - Thofe who embark
on this principle alone feon grow cool, a. thoufand
fearsof ill fuccefs, arifing from ignorance of the
‘nature: of the projed, ‘a’ thoufand . apprehenfions
lelt in zheir turn they fhould become the. objeéts of
‘pablic ‘hatred and indignation-—numberlefs fufpi-
cions, left the fpirit of benevolence and public good;
which has actuated them fhould not’ be generally
extended - through the concern, but that they have
been ‘made the dupe of defigning projeCtors—in
fine a thoufand unaccountable (and perhaps wholly
unfounded) ideas, praying inceflantly on their minds,
drive the moft timid, but perhaps notthe leaft
refpedtable, from their body, or occafion thém to
watch the conduét of their colleagues withia diftruft
and jealoufy, that will damp all {pirit, -and. deprefs
the: energy and unanimity, fo neceflary .to: carry

~ on with efle@ an extenfive and 'important concern.

That. this will be the cafe fooner - or later I have
not- the fmalleft. doubt; the. company. will then
-dwindle. by degrees into- infignificance . as a/public
‘concern.w : The chara&ter.and names which: fupport
ity if wnh‘drawn,‘ will fhake the projet-at:its bafe:
. in
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in proportion as they withdraw themfelves, the

1o

as, thc Jlargeft null in thc nelghbourhood of the
metropolis, and as thc moﬁ Prominent obje&m tnme

public, ﬁ,lpport will ceafe, it wxll onIy be conﬁdered:

of {carcity,, for the pubhc pleU.dlCC to yent its 111;
humour,, if not lts vengeance on.. All thc evxls 1m-’

puted genmally to the millers Wl]l find here an
object to faften upon.. .
tal, the. unmc:nﬁty of their dealings, and thc .ample
ﬁock they will be obhgcd to. keep by them, ex-
aggcra,tcd as thefe c1rcumﬁances always are, wlll
excite a 1efentment, which may have the ef?e& of

fcrcenmg the millers, by .urmfhmgalargcr (and.
of confequence a better) obje& for prejudlce,,

The projeét in that cafe if it is fortunate enough to
efcape . the fate of a former fimilar one (fimilar at
leaft in principle, if not in extent) will' become top
unwieldy for the managementof afew, and too little
advantageous to, induce a continuance ; 5t wdl
gradually die. away, if it fuffers not a prematurc
death ;.and thofe who have retained their fhares, will
have to divide their loﬂes.

:In predi&ing this termmatxon of a, fc‘heme fg)
gigantic, one hazards little of the credit of pro-
Is. there any inftance of an immenfe trade,
in which a- great variety of perfons (and in this con-
cern it muﬁ: be remembered that there mgy., be
6000, perfons, there muft be 150) of dlﬁ"erent rank
in. JLfC, of different purfuits, all new to the bufinefs

itfelf, and. the greater part. to.any buimefs but that
of

The largenefs of thelr capi-

e
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of pleafure; - embarked and - afféciated togethet,
have fucceeded to any thmg Tike the extent of
their objcé‘c Who ever heard of the wealth, which
the Albion: Comipany 'were ‘gaining, at the' time
that the: dreadful cataftrophe’ happened ‘to ‘theit
mill ' “What hds been the fuccefs of ‘the Birming-
ham Bread Company, that has doné fuch” wonders .
on a capital of 6000/ in fupplying its proprietors
with bad bread; cheaper than the neighbourhood
cat’their good?. Where is the inftance of a company
in any degree {o numerous as this, that continued
toraft togéther, on the principles and plans, with
with’ which they fet out ? T never heard of one; and
I believe. thlS to bc lefs lxkely to do fo th'm any
other. P : |
I cannot fay I fhou]d much regret their’ 111 fuc=
cefs; an inflitution which owes its origin‘to un-
founded calurhny and unjuft afperfion,. cannot: carry
with it the wifhes and hopes of liberal men. -

Tn"my defence of the millers and mealman T -
havé gone (without intending it) into confiderable
length. They are more the obje&s of public in-
dignation than any other branch of the trade, and
of courle a longer examination of their charges be=
comes neceflary 5 but long as I have already been,
I cannot difmifs this fubje@ altogether, without tak-:
ing notice of a more than ordinary preJudlce agamﬁ 4
a. particular defcription: of perfons’ concerned: in
thé famie branch. - I allude to'the:Quakers. - From
whatevér caufé it arifes; the'common pecple (and

K indeed
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indeed fome of their fuperiors) entertain {trange
fufpicions.of this' fe&. If we are to credit what

is faid, they are compofed of roguery and falfehood,

verfed in every. Ipecies - of -low cunning, and re-

frained by their principles from the: afliftance - of
oaths,  fill . up . the chafm, by the ‘aid of “the
moft barefaced untruths 3 fuch and’ much Worfe
are the allegations againft them. - ' '
- Itfeems to be the nature of man, where his mind
has not been expanded by liberal education, to be-
licve that whatever is myfterious; is wicked; and
that nothing'can be honeft, which we'do not ‘com=

- prehend—and ‘that no defcription of men can have

good intentions, who differ from the generality in
points fo eflential as their drefs and their babirs—who
ufurp. the privilege of a peculiar fimplicity of man-
ners—and -who have the -affurance in a country
where there is an eftablithed church, to followa
peculiar form of worfhip of their own.

It is more than probable that many of the
fulpicions we entertain againft this clafs, owe their
rife to the broad brims of their hats, the fquate
cut of their coats, or the general ufe of the fecond
perfon in theirconverfation. I declare ferioufly that
1:could never account in a manner more honour-
able  to. their accufers, for the fo-generally raifed
prejudice againft them, than from their fingularity
of manners.and drefs; I have never heard a better
reafon affigned;: nor (to the honour of the fe& be
it fpoken) ‘do I believe they canproduce a better

7’ except
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except we can draw. any -thing from - the'common’
obfervation intended .in ‘their; disfavour .¢¢that g
man muft be fharp indeed, who canbe too " fharp.
for a quaker;” (I give.the obfervation in fubﬂ:ance
though T drop the groflnefs of the terms)c ;

-What; imputation, fuppofing this charge to bef
Juﬁ is fixed on the: Quaker by the proof of:it.: oIt
means nothing more than that the quaker has ‘his'
wits about -him-—why fhould he not? I know no-=
thing. in. this. for which he. needs blufh, Ts=it
ftrange that men, who from the principles they pro<
fefs, are of neceflity precluded:from: participating in
the common amufements of life;; who are debarred’
from thofe.enjoyments, which we all think innocent;
(and which perhaps are fo) thould: devote their at+
tention tq that line of life they have chofen, ior
which has been feleted for them by their friends,.
with an attention, a keennefs and folicitude, re=
fulting from a mind, dire@ed to that only: purfuit ;
and undiverted by thofe engagements, - which, for-
bidden to them, .occupy no {mall portion of :our
time and thoughts. - Is it wonderful, that men: thus
abftratted from pleafure, thould fly to bufinefs as:a
refource . againft ennui; and that flying to . it, they
fhould be more thoroughly mafters of :it+—more
corre® and expert in their ‘manner of. tranfalling
it, than thofe who mix with their. bufinefs. plcafure,

-~ and fuffer it too. frequently to take the: lead. i "+

~And is it for this enviable kill, this happy. adrmt-
n@fs in, and punctual attention to,’ bufinefs, that
K2 we
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we fo:liberally-.deal out our charges againft their
fharpnefs, and our infinuations againft -their
honefty;:and  fincerity ?~—Where are ‘the- proofs?
Doesiguilt inall cafes follow accufation?.

- I have né. acquaintance, but I have had dealings

with.quakers in trade, as moft others muft have

had : in thefe ‘inftances; I have perceived no par-;
ticular-tharpnefs or inclination' to take unfair ad-
vantage : of 'me, though' I have witnefled a punc--

tuality andiprecifion which we ‘muft all like, and:

which'it would be:well if many tradefmen imitated.
In the intercourfe: T have had with them; I:have

found in: them- an ‘honeft opennefs and fuavity of
manners:which:I' can ill feconcile to deceit or in-
juftice.’s With principles  peculiar to themfelves,
and with:a. line of feparation which divides them
from: their fellow-creatures, I have witnefled a
philanthropy which excluded the idea of feGt—a
feelihg: for public mifery that recognifed no religious
diftin&tion: of fe& -or perfuafion. Inoffenfive in
their' manners, placid in - their temper, and ex-

-emplary-in the difcharge of the relative and focial

duties:of life;: I'+have always' confidered them as
honourable-and peaceable fubje@ts—as :objeéts ‘of

-envy; not of reproach—+as demanding our refpe&
and efleem, not deferving . our fufpicions : and: re-

proacheés ; much: lefs that perfonal-infulty and, even
injuryy:iwith: which - an-unrefifting individual  of

of

(f' /5y
by afavage mob n hlS way to the rcgular dlfchargc
of:his duty, - g BT
“But''there is a te{hmony of - their genexa] worth
—of the purity of’ their ‘condu&; the honefty ‘of

their dealings, and the hlgh claim: they have to’

the title of -good citizens, which prejudice cannot

refift, and which muft raife them, as a body, very

high in public eftimation. “Who fees in the calen-
dars of “crimes and mifdemeanors, which every
county fends forth, or in the procefles of thofe
civil ‘courts, with which  this kingdom abounds,
the name of a quakcr: P—Amenable with  the reft
of his fellow-creatures to juftice, who fees him at

its bar ?—Liable to civil procefs, for' injuftice in his

dealings, who can find his name as plaintiff or de-
fendant? If it is feen, it is fo rare, as almoft to be
a phenomenon in the courts of law; and yet we

- may be well affured that {o little is the public mind

difpofed to favor them—1fo narrowly is their con-
duct watched—fo prone are men to take advantage
of any flip, which inadvertency even might oc-
cafion, that deteftion would tread quicklyon the
heels of gullt and the appeal to juftice would follow
with ‘equal fteps ; it would be a triumph that ma-

“lice could not afford to lofe, and which prejudxce

would grecdlly lay hold of.
“One need not add more in defence of the qua—

kers ¢ this' fa&t fpcaks louder’ in thelr vmdxcatxon

tha,n a thoufand argumcnts. oE B |
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After fo Iong a dlfcufﬁon of this branch of trade,

I Have on]y to add, ‘that I hope that the mtllers and

mealmen will not be configned to obloquy, mere]y

becaufe the clamour is. loudei’c agam{t them., ‘We
'u'e too much mchncd to Join in the cry, w1thoup

enqmrmg or carmg wha.tit is about.

FLOUR FACTORS. = .,

A thorough mifunderﬁandmg of the nature of
thelr bufinefs could alone have fubje&ed this clafs
to any fufplmon of bemo acceﬁ'any to the pubhc
wants. The fame cry Whlch has been raifed againft
the millers of cowbznmg togetber to raife the markezs,(
has been with ¢qual juftice and truth applied alfo
to them A ﬁmple ftatement of the nature of their
employ is all that-T can think neceﬁ'ary to remove
fuch fufptcxons , _

Beﬁdes the mlller, who, n and near town, fup—
plies the bakers of the metropolis and its vicinity,
there is this middle ‘man the Flour Fa&or, who is
the . -agent of the country mtllers that fupply the
town much more confiderably than the millers near
town, ‘

has been unfortunate]y much the cafe) the country
millers do not fumlih them thh a fupply equal- to
the “demand of their conftant cuftomers, or they
have: reafon to’ fuppofe that W111 not be the cafe,

to

It is true that if occaﬁonally (and of Iate thxs’
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to prevent the mconvemence that thelr cu{’comers

A w1ll fuﬁam, and in- order to keep them together,

they will buy on. their own _account ; of courfe
fuch purchafes fometlmes fuccecd and fometxmes

; but it is notorious tlat the latter is more fre-
quently the cafe.. But to believe that they mo-
nopolize any quantity “on fpeculation, is totally

void of foundation ;. the faét is, that in the artlcle

of flour there is nofpeculation.  The fa&ors never
buy any themfelves except in the cafe I have ftated,
and they then do it with unwﬂhngnefs, and with

no profpect of pecuniary advantage. . In txmcs of

great abundance of the article, when there is a
larger fapply than demand, the flouris landed, and
waits the purchafe of the bakers : it has been for-
merly to a very large amount ; fometimes there
have been on the wharfs of London as large a
quantity as 20 or 30,000 facks, but alas! thefe

~times are paffed, and the fcxutlmzmg eye of want

would for the laft fix months have wearied itfelf
in the fearch of even 100 facks of flour lymg on
the wharfs after it had been landed twenty-four
hours; 'in truth the ordets are almoﬁ always now
beyond the fupply, and on the arrival of the flour
it iftantly goes to the baker. ~
“But if it were true that they purchafed more
freely for thcmfelves ‘than they are flated to do,

how is the pubhc mtereﬂ aﬁ'e&ed by it? In deahng
on 'their own account they may make a good»

bargam, but what matters ‘it to the peopleP It is
_ not
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not in their- power to affix the price at which they

will fellit. The price (as i a great and neceffary

article alwqys is the cale) depends on-the - real

g fm‘rcxty of "the article, not' of that "which .is in
“their hands, but in that of the trade in general,:

If they were all to combine together to raife the
price,. the millers neartown (their natural enemies)
would of courfe combine againft them; but in-
dependent of the money they muft command fo to
do, what in thefe times_of fhort fupply is to be-
come of their cuftomers? Are the bakers to' thut

up their, thops? One.need not. wafte a moment
~in dhewing the abfurdity of this fuppofition—

they could not, they would not dare to doit; in
truth,. they never have ; itis not their intereft fo
to do. Perhaps. the little good underftanding
which fubfifts between the factors (both the corn

and flour faftors) is a circumftance more to be

lamented, and the effets to be dreaded more,
than that of combination. It is well known that
the jealoufy which the faftors entertain of each
other (fo little of any thing like combination
is there) makes them all anxious to "do the
beft for their employers, and of courfe the public
niay by this- means have occafionally the price
fomewhat greater than it otherwife would be.
How groundlefs then is the charge of combination
applied to them—how improbable and how con-

trary, to the real truth! and yet the fafor'is fup-

pofed:to be clofely allied in iniquity to the miller ;
and
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-and, to be intereflted in, occafioning a. fcarcxty from
whxch he can, derlve no benefit, but ‘muit, fuﬁam
injury. -—-The lower the- price: the lefs the 0€co-

‘nomy, and confequemly the, greater the dememd

and the more increaled his profits, It requxres
very little refle@ion. (but . prejudlce allows no time

for that) to perceive how intimately hlS mtexe& and

that of .the . people are umted~——he C'mnot be hxs
own friend and their enemy.
In regular gradatmn comes next

THE BAK ER-;

-And moﬂ: certam]y if there is a man n thxs fa-

voured ifle, who has Juﬁ ground of complamt of

the feverity of the laws and the partiality of its

operations in his disfavour, it is this man.—Whilft
all his brethren .in trade are left to the fx'ec : aln_d‘
unreftrained difpofal of their property at prices
fixed by themfelves, whillt they vhave_free libefty
to confult their own convenience, pleafuke, and in-
terelt in what they part with to the ,pub‘lie;, the
legiflature has (whether wifely. or not) erarriped'
his trade with re[’crx&xons, and fettered him  with
obllgatxons which leave him a mere paﬂive inftru- -
ment of legal direftion. Every morfel of flour he
buys, and every fhilling he pays for it, ‘he is.com-
pelled to.return upon oath to a fixed }urlfdlé’uon,_
who. then. affix the price.at which the manufac-
tured commodity is. to. be fold by-him to the pub-
lic.—That boafted privilege which Englithmen fo

L highly
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highly and juitly value, the facrednefs of thexr
dwelling, attaches not- to: him. Authonty may
cxcrcxfc towards hlm its wantonnefs at will, and

“under pretence of adultcratcd flour or brcad, may

ranfack his trough or. fhelvcs, or analyfe every
batch of bread he brings from the oven.—I do
not fay that this is the har(h treatment . hc oftcn
cxperlcnces, but it may. be fo 5 he has no protcc-

tion agamﬁ it, fave in the hbcrahty and forbear-v

With all
thefe checks and reftraints on his deahngs, w1th
thefe marks fet upon him to dx&mguxfh him from
hlS brethren in trade, one ihould have expcé’ted
that - thc nnpoﬁibxhty of his injuring the public

‘would have been his _protedtion againtt . their te-

fcntmcnt' no fuch thmg, there 1S no man more.

the objc& of popular vengeance than himfelf.—

The moment a fcarcity of corn and a confequcnt
dcarncfs of brcad is felt by the pubhc, his ihop is
the ﬁrt’c refort of thofe who intend to make that
dcarnefs the pretence for cw1l commotion. It is

‘not pccullar to this, but it is the fame in every
It was the cafe
-at Paris'in 1789, and it is the cafc here in- 1800,

country upon a fimilar occafien.

and it will ever be fo. You receive your {upply
of daily fuf’tenancc from hlm, and therefore if there
1s any fcantmcfs m the fupply or dearnefs in the
prxcc, it muft be his fault. . The cry goes qulckly
round Thc bakcr wanta to flarve you ; ‘he has
plcnty of flour by hun, but he wxll not bakc

¢ it
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¢ it; he has abundance of bread, ‘but he y\{tl_l not
¢ fell'it under this unconfcmnablc prtccm—lct us go
< 4nd *fell it for ‘him on our ‘own terms.’ “The
contents of his fhelves and- counters are - mi’cantly
dealt out-at their fovcrcwn will and plcafurc, ‘and
the villainyand cruelty of their condu& are 'tttcmptcd'
to bc palliated by a payment ‘of “the artlclc at a
price fixed by thcmfclves. ‘Happy is he 1f hc gets:
off thus well: but not unfrcqucntly, after plun-
dcrmg his property, thcy mfult hxs perfon and
thrcatcn his hfc. o o

In God’s name what has this man donc? whatf
are the crimes of which by poﬁiblhty he' can have
been gullty to draw down your mdxgnatwn agam{t
him? ' If for ‘the. pubhc good it has been thought
adv1feablc to take from him his free. ‘agency, is it
fair to load him with rcfponﬁbxhty poIf hlS bread
is dear, afk the Lord Mayor why he has raifcd it.
Believe not, that the baker is lefs mtcreﬁcd than
you, that his brcad fhould be good, cheap, and
abundant. By the firft he will retain and mcrcafc
his cuftomers ; by the fecond he will havc more to
fell; and by the third his little capxtal will go ‘the
farther ;—and by all three he will keep his natural
enemies, the common people, in good humour, and
the mob without any excufe for outragc. |

" But little as the pretence can-be to, load this man
W1th mfults and 1cproachcs, who is the mcrc inftru-
mcnt to confummate for you that provxﬁon he re-
ceives in its rude ﬁatc, and in a manner and at a

-

12 prtcc '
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price which others (not himfelf): have prcfcrnbed

f00 “trie it-1s'" that {uch is the condué& of . the" peo- .

ple towards him./""Within thefe laft few weeks the

“deftéd@ion or plunder of mills-and the facking ‘of
 baker’s' fhops (or at-leaft ‘the taking into their own

hands$ the affize and fale of ‘his bread): have been

*ﬁated by the wicked,'and believed by the'ignorant, |
'.‘vto be- efources againft fcarc1ty, and’ the grand fpc-
’c1ﬁc to’ ref’core plenty. = :

Liwill allow, as fome little’ palliation for the bru-
tahty of the ‘common people towards -them, that

“inftances are Afrequently on record of bakers who
{ell bread fhort of its aflized weight.. The orime it=
felf, in the abftra&, is moft {fevere and unjuftifiable.

~_The poor man that cannot have his pennyworth
for his penny in thefe hard times, has'a claim.on

‘your interference which- huméﬁity will ‘not ‘refufe

him." But let it not beimagined  that ‘every man
who i 1s charged with this offence, and proved to be
gmlty of it, has had an intention of® cheating his

weight he deferves the rigour-of the law and the

‘indigriation of his fellow-creatuies—no’ man ‘will
attempt to ‘defend him ; but it'is poffible to convitt
~ him on 4 'very flight deficiency of weight;  fuch a
“deficiency as he has ‘teceived no advantage from.
~ When' we confider how- much every trade of-this
‘naturé muft' bé'in- the ‘hands of fervants, for whofe
thifconiduct, and' even error,.every mafter is'by the

laws of his country rendered liable ; we may fafely
| pro-

Where there is a large deficiency of

s peculiarly liable to be the cafe.
by a very confcientious baker, of a great number
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pronopnce no. baker.to have paffed a month in
bufinefs, ‘without being liable to.fuffer the penal-
ties of the a& for fhort weight in fome of the
thoufand loaves -he.has fold in that period, and

‘that  without the :fmalleft intention of defrauding

his cuftomers, and who, if they have been con-
ftantly ferved by him, have, on the whole, had
more . than juftice- done them in the weight they
have received. In the very fmall {ized loaves this
~In‘the ferving‘

of loaves of a pound weight, I have experlenced
the truth -of this remark—a loaf here and there
‘was deficient in weight, but twenty put into the
fcale at once invariably weighed to the full as- much
as was requlred ‘ :

* Nor is this peculiar to the baker’s ﬁtuauon. Do
we not witnefs in the article of hay the felfsame

liability to error, and confequently to penalty.—

Every trufs. muft. by law weigh 56lb.—Did any
man ever buy hay for any length of time, and for

‘his fatisfaltion weigh every trufs, who:has found
~ them the precife weight ‘required.?

If ‘he found
one weighing 541b. only, and' three others next in
the fcale 571b. each, would he feel juftified in‘layihg
an information againfl the feller for deficiency in the
one trufs, when he was a gainer upon the four ?

‘and. yet he would be entitled to do fo.—With fuch

meafure of ﬂn& juftice, and grofs injuftice, every
‘ ~ : : -gen-
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gentleman or farmer: might be held: up to- pubhc

reproach as the defrauder of: his fellow-creatures. -
T .am..well aware that in an article like -bread%,*

- and efpecially iin- thefle. times, -the: intereft of thé

poor .requires, that a - watchful eye - fhould be kept
over;thofe who {upply them with - their daily nou=

rithment; -and how {tri€tly exa& every baker ought‘

to. be in, the divifion of his materials according. to'
legalvpkcfg:rxpuon. 1:only apply this mode.of rea~
foning to thew, that fomething even lefs blameable
than negligence, may exhibit men to the-publicin

a light they do not deferve ; and that in the fentence:

of a convi€tion, rendered neceffary by the imperious

call of public intereft, you do not always r"éad'thaﬁ'
to which a:man.of liberal f;:eling would affix guilty

in which, insention is a neceffary ingredient,. ,
- Nor let us liften altogether to the ideas cir-
culated of their immenfe profits, - On this there

can be no doubt,- becaufe it is reduced to-a cer--

tainty, and.with which every man may acqualnt

himfelf..—It is an handlome, fteady profit, not -
more: than commenfurate to the rifk he rans from :
bad debts, and bad ufage; nor more than his-
trading neighbours - think themfglves “entitled - to.
If it were not what it is, who would undcrtake it
Thofe trades wherein many articles are fold,: all
unhmltcd in, their price, may be carried on with -
httle or.no proﬁt as:to fome, becaufe the vaft ‘pro-
fit on. others,-may. amply fupply the: deﬁcxency '
If thc .;cpmmon.tradefman finds to-day cloudy, to-"

morrew

/
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morrow may be funthine-~he lofes on one article—
he gains greatly on another; ‘but with the Baker

- it'is not fo 3 his trade is all dull November wea-

ther; he jogs on .in an even' courfe, and all ‘his
hopes - are, that by the . ftriGteft' watchfulnefs, he
may - preferve .his cuftomers,  and his charaer;
and in thefe times of dearnefs of every article of
life, may keep his head above water, ‘and in" thefe

times of prqudxcc, prcfervc hlmfelf fafc from thc

lamp-iron. . : A
«L.verily believe that thls s the truth 'as to lg'
out of 20 of the:trade. I feel fatisfied that'T am
exaggerating; rather than dlmmlﬂnng the wealth of
this - clafs, when I.give it as my opinion," ‘(the
refult of enquiries too long to detail) that'if the
property of all this trade could be got at, it' would
not average more than 500/ each individual—I
queftion-if as much.. If this is the fa&; what muft
we think. of their exceflive profits ! o
‘But 1t has not been only out of doors that the
clamour: has been raifed againft the Bakers.<:
Whillt they have been hanging him in- ‘efigy

- without: doors, they have been preparing the rack
~ for him within, This band of patriots, whom I havc’ ‘

before. alluded to-- who are to fereen the country
from the rapacity of the Millers—are to fave the
publlc from:the dreadful effes produced’ by the
obftinacy. of the - Bakers.—<< Can it 'be tolerated,
(fay they) that in thefe times: of: ":h“cce{fei;f)'f occo-

‘nomy, when every great man ﬁnds 1t ncceﬂ’ary to

‘regulate
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r eghlate the ‘very' appetites ‘of ‘Lis houfechold—to

appomon their very hunger” to the: times—when
not only the'quantity, butthe quality - ‘of . food-

is an ob]eét of juft’ confidération-~that thefe/riény
fo' libérally' and' nobly treated: ds  they have been

by the pubhc——who have ‘it ‘now it their power’
eﬂ"e&ually to" manifélt their gratitude, thould il
obﬁmately and w1ckedly 1efufe to ]m/ee bozzfebéld

éread S

In ‘vain have the Bakers replied to. thls heavy*
charge* « We fhould like ‘much t5 bake’ ‘brown
bread, if you will in the firft place’ allow us as good?-'

a: proﬁt “on’ it; as on white'; and in' the feéond,

when we have b'rk.ed it," wrll only perfuade the'

people to eat'it.’

In vain has *one Baker flated on oath that the .
majority of his-cuftomers will not eat it—that ‘the

making of it is'not as proﬁtable———that the" people
who' in the country are faid to like brown bread;

change their’ tafte with the climate — and 'for-

footh become- damty when they ‘arrive in London??

—that thie +Commiffary’s Flour (as produced be--
fore the Committee) might make Bread that: fols
diers on their-march could eat, who could get no"
other; but that even foldiers would not purchafe -
it in London at any price. In vain has fanother’

Baker aﬁ"ured thefe prole&ors, that hxs cuﬁomers

wa e R SR IO A P O

* M1 Loveland of Aldelfgate Stleet
l Mr.- Brook Watfon. -

§ M. Johnfton, of the Strand. -
have
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have a foolith idea.of not, bemg able to work,
w1th brown bread, as well as, _W_xth whlte H and that;_

havmg by mxﬁake once. lmlxed not. quxte half fhc )
quantity, of ftandard wheaten Flour w1th hlS fe-

varn has an emment ,hyﬁcxan grven hrs op n,
that though brown bread ‘may, be as wholefome,
yet it is. not as numtlve as Whrte, and that to do
therr ufual Work, the people mu,\ﬂ:“ have a greater
quantxty of ity, All thxs has thls been fald to them, :
and. much more——the 1mprefﬁon is nothmg—-—they,
wrll not belleve 1t~—they anfwer, | « It s, all all .
pre_]udlce Brown bread is more nutrrtlve, more

palatable,,more fulted to. the eonf’ntuuon of Eng-

lithmen, (who require a lxttle acndlty to corret :

their phlegm) and more proﬁtable for the Bakers,
than whlte., The people only fancy they don’t
like it—we, know rhat they do——they thall, have it,
and 1f you cannot make them cat 1t, we can,-——we -
know that you have fuch a drﬂlke to makmg it,

that if you were allowed an equal proﬁt, you
would play fome trlcks w1t11 it to dlfguﬁ: the. pub- \
'he, and therefore we wul ere& an oven and bake

it ourfelves. S

| To language fo. dlé‘tatonal and backed by Par- :
lxamentary fan&xon, what can the Bakers oppofeP

v *‘ D1 Lettfom. R
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- 'Uppér Houfe, it ‘oeéurred

“tli¢ throats of the pu
>-'W1H % "t it 'my opmxon fuccéed. 'T'They ‘will have
to” encounter ‘the pubhc:prc]udlce in’ their trial;
‘a.nd 1f they are fucccfsfu], 1t wdl be time enough
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they ‘have brought forwdrd ‘fabts. —-—they cannot beé
ei‘é’p?é&éd to find: fmth for" their' opporients. f-Il
¢hié plogrefs ‘of ‘the "bill,> howev&:r, through ‘thee

viio exercifed

thexr“reafon"é"d candour, how grofs]y ‘harfh - it
muff appear o conﬁdcratc and unblaﬂ'cd men,_

,,,,,

that‘”whlm the bxll held out encouragemcnt to ‘a

any prxce they’ chofe t6- fix on them w1thoﬁt laymg

them ‘undér” any reﬁm&:ons ‘of* returns ‘or ' affi iz¢;

die Baker fhould ot be permltted at a moderatc
ploﬁt to' oﬂ"cr the famé article” to his cuﬂ:omers.
THhis’ cdnﬁderatlon ‘has produccd a claufc, to' allow
thc Baker ‘the fame" hbcrty of’ fcllxng houfehold
bread, at an aﬂizc regzzlated by. the mrzgz/z’mz‘e. ~To
be furé'the boon is not thie mo{‘c hberal and thc

’dd’cm&:on riade’ betwc‘en thc pames ‘not’ lmper-
‘k:epttblc, dll is Ieft to the” patnotlfm of " one, but

the ‘otheér’ they will not tru{’c even in thxs article.’
“What''T have before faid as to the’ little danger

to be apprehenﬂcd by the mlllers from this vaft com-‘

pany, is' apphcable to the Bakers. * Thcy have: no

‘*occa.ﬁon {d fear this' Coloffal Brown Bread: Oven-——

they havc no’ reafon to 'be! alarmed i they go

‘onwith thett pro]e& ‘the Bakers will eﬁ'c&ually

bé benefited. Thls experlment to’ cratii’ down

”‘nxturq they don t. hke,

S

for

!
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fot. the: Balkexs to; begin igfﬁno‘q, they.are faved:the
d1fcred1t, saswell agdghe ‘expenge:.of; thc attem pt,
Ifithe qbreac} comes;into/general ufc,,v
will:.give the preference .| to-the Bak ‘
modity is equally good; and it, 1s muph more hkcly \
that the fmall quantity- chcy makg will prc{ervc it’s
uniform ngQd quahty, than thc lmmcnf .batch‘
neceffary for the: Company’s;oven.. . It; i
hat m ithe!, outfeg, the, ,proprxctora

...........

duw tnah § ’I b@ publlc fprr,x{;}of chcfc fpeculagors—?
the: fcrv1c¢s they e rendering, g)he";_vqxqmun;tyz =
the: excellcnt ~quality of their, .bread, . will . be, pﬁm

haps-the’ theme of - general dxfcourfe, and SV AR5

verberate through the circles of this . gieat, clty

‘But: the: novelty., will, foondzcafc, and Jwithi it thﬂ;
- effe@, :1One;or two. batches: of. mdlﬁ"ercnt _

(and:ifuch: they mpft-expect, now and thenJ'
turn the: current of .public, fentxment into:

tion-unfavourable : to. them.. .The pubhc pralfe

will grow:: lukeswarm —in, tlme it will producc
indifference; if ;not, dxfguﬁ Thc m[tant this.be-

~comes:the: cafe;- their. oven w1ll fcqrcc!y Qnd em-

ployment 4o pay: for. the . Auel. Qf ity they, will not
tind it worth ‘while to contmge 1t,fand the. Bakprs

will hiear:no more -of - this, Bmwn Bread fcheme,
-than; if:it; had-never. egn&cd to.torment .gmd alarm-

them, .exgept they. hear .of it;.in. an. appl;catlon o
o, - M2 ' Parliament
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Paﬂlament ’for mdemmty ‘forvthe damages “thé

Compﬁﬁy have’ faftainéd - from’ muftyfcorny: ahd

mouldy b%ead thréwn upé th 'r“hhnds;”m cou-

o thewBakers, appears fo"ime’’ exceedmgl}n »abfurd
| “and in"it’s prefent Ttate! 1mpra&1cab1e. ‘The prin-
mple of glvmg to individuals! (iowever refpectable)

AL

a power o' regulate theaflize 6fthe aitiele, without

f e fised rulé to! dire@ their Judngnt3 dsvmoft
| dlmgerous. Little” mclmed as’ Tam to! favoriany

affize of Bread if we ‘are to’ have oie, let:it be a

ﬁ;ced oné, dependmg “oni* the prlce “of “the " article’
‘("you' manufa&ure it? from, not at “the will of the
";i‘naglﬁra e

. oThamt not afrald ‘thiat eli¢ magiftrate

wnll be* mﬂuenced by unproper ‘inotives, but he is

very hable to a& from wrong informationy - orsin-
terelted mlfreprefentatlon. “The? eﬂ‘e& will ‘be,
that if he exerdifes ‘his judgment -at 7all,and does
not lnvarlably follow the” condu& ‘of> fome - other
maglf’crate, whé’gwes the example ta his brethren,

N ’there will be’different * pnces of 'the fame loaf in |
diftrigs lmmedntely adJommg cuchirother.If the
afze fet by the Tord " Mayor of'Liondon, is: to'be
“ithe’ gmde fot all “tli€ nelghbourmgf counties (and.

i

SRS A - Ci n]o&

E =bread to be fomewhat raxfed
_other reafon, . why it {hould. be hlgher, the dlfﬁ-'
- culty of forcing its way to'the; publlc, and the lof’s
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- moft Jdikely it would be) - the.weight:of refponﬁ..
- Dbility-thrown upon: him.is: immenfe--and, you. fub-
je& hiim ' to simputations-and occaﬁonallys_tjg_,an

odlum, which can fcarcely, be wlfhed., N

* Under. thefe cxrcum&ances, I thmk there Aw1ll -
-~.;1‘vbe much: difficulty in giving thls mtended boon to

- -the:bakers:::
.-.been:after the evidence that.has been ,gpyenugpqn
~oath; of -the lefler . profit,:.on . baking a.ifack;; of
- ftandard- wheaten .flower; into, bread, ‘than of fe-
I,.conds, to. afcertam the dlﬁerence w1th fome !pre-

- What. objeétion would there have

------

If there was no

that.may:be occafionally fuftained m 1ts progrefs
to it, .is furely a fufficient one. - ... ., . 5.
-1 have now done with the dealers, m the home

~-produce of - this article.——Let, us, give a few pages
_to thofe who deal. principally-in the forelgn fupply, ,
as the merchant 1mporter, the corn fa&or, and the. )

v I fhall not r1{k much in aﬂ'ertmg that*among{’c

o ail the, refpe&able clafsi,of merchants, whlehzﬁthxs
- «opulent :nation’:has ,,-.:th_e;h‘onour tos ,boa,{fc‘ of 4;and

- to
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‘T'hie vaft importation, unprecedented in the fame
period., of time;imanifelts t’hcﬁgreat and a&wc'cxn
ertions they muft have made. | o e o
- [Yet thefeare ob;c&s pecuharly fcle&cd f@r pub-
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to" whom the':dountry is"ina’ great ‘meafiire in-
| débted;’ fbr the proud* rank {he Holds -amongltinas
it tzons, thClC is ‘not one'tor whotn, ‘atthis inftant’ ‘of
-+ time, the pubhc gratltude is'more dui ‘than to-the ?

iﬁgfﬁ zmportc’f“of‘ forexgn iwhedt: “To lns fpmted and v i‘IQ:zol?lQQQY"?‘th?; are. Fh_?.‘x;P‘?Q}?l?-atﬁogfﬁvhqmi\.thg E!
b  laudable efforts, d6 we' owe for- thefe laft: fi% E voiceiof prejudice’ has imputed-the cruel attempt ;
“{ j morithis; thie public tranqulhty, bt for: him thofc ‘ to faife, the :price of :wheat, by keeping it back o

il clamolirs t‘atfed ‘agaihft the- high  price -of bread;

qul"‘ ha_vé"becn lifted .op with réafon: agamﬁ the
adtuldl Want of it'f but - for “hith for many weeks,
with “all ‘the’ océonomy we' have practifed; and all
tHé"‘i‘"éytféﬁchments wehave made, ‘there would bave
béen' nobne #d ent, - Look:at the: Cuftoni-Houfe books,
) and yo ‘will bef Tatisfied of ‘thé truth  of ' this- ﬁate-
‘mént "'hf‘fpltc ofthe’ill treatinient they had re-
eéived on' former occadion—-——notvmth[candmor the
Ioﬁcs, whlch they have fuftained from the fall of
cdm i 179@ ‘after'they had: liberated thecouritry
' f;u* uhparalicled exertions; from’ the'dangers of
fam e—-wthougn ‘their application’ fot indemnity on
that bécafion" was ﬂegleé‘ted ‘yet the infant they
wére aﬁ'urcd from’the ‘report of ithe Committée of
the Houfe of Commons refpeting :Corn, &c. mide
m Fcbruary,‘ ¢ that" government would - abftain
rox gt e‘rfcrence, in the- purchafcs of corn, i
the forei n’ markets”‘ as “foonas they felt fatif-
ﬁed that ‘the heavy puife of govérnment: would
not“’b bx‘ought into the 'market o rival theif, fpc-
at y loft: no ‘tithe} inagain-flying ‘to
thc pubhc:‘ affi ﬁancc‘ 't¢ relieve their  neceflitics.
b The

| {prmcr and fummer——ﬁorlcs fo abfurd
- dangerous i in itheir confequences, that, it is 1mpoﬁi~

from the public. - € The: hoards; they. have locked
up, (fay.the 1gnorant .and: deluded pubhc) are ex-
ceflive; fcarcely a warchoule, “that - borders upon
the Phames, bat is filled with thelr whcat 3 fo de-
termined arertheyito keep it back from thc people,
that though their: warehoui’cs are groanmg under
the valt: welght of it, .they ‘are not content with
this monopoly within doors, but the: veﬁ'els whxch

~ arrive are kept unloaded for the fame wmked -pur-

pofe. - Our eyes are dally mfulted w1th the crowds
of labourers: they employ, for thc folc purpofe of
turning the corn, which is in dangex of fpoxlmg
from. their avarice; nay, rather than permlt us to
havc it-at a reafonable:price, t‘lcy have fuﬁ"ercd,a
gtedt: part,” abfolutely..to fpoil; on. their. hands, and
thcy have been: obhged to throw, it away. /. .. -
Such and far more abfurd,,-_ havc been_ gthc
""" ,;agamﬁ

,.,but yet fo

AR

ble totreat: thcm as they defcrve. LWhat,,bccaufc
you 'call thofc srhien monopolifts,’ doa 7on -t
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, mferencc"thatf s «drawn’ frdrh“thc premxfes no lefs’
falfe. « Let us attempt to ﬁnd thé caufcs by cxa-f"

e e S ary?

= . = &
‘-J..‘.q_.‘ = Yo

1deots, as. ktoﬁldeﬁroy ‘8 commodlty for .,‘_,j”. s -
can- obtam .any. prlce? "
chargc ,of avamce? s thzs probablei‘thh mcn:- '*
wholm you accufe of an !

, But how, arc thefe chargcs fupportcd by fa&lswé ‘

Ruﬂia and Dénmark, the" moﬁ: conﬁderable part’
from' tHe “two, former, ' A fimall quannty ‘of 'wheat
is fcnt from'’ Canada (about three yéars fincé there
was a conﬁderablc xmportanon from: thencc which
tumed out vcry bad) and fomc llttlc from Amc-

‘ﬁate‘of ﬂour, both from the- advantagc“whlch the”
country rccelves in’ manufa&urmg its own’ “wheat
into ﬁour, as well as ‘from the frelght bci’n"g 1efs, and
the article’in this fhapc (being fent ovcr in balrcls)'
kcepmg better:in fo long a voyage. T may ‘be
conﬁdered however, that the chief dependcnce of"_’
this country for her 1mportatlon of corn, m ‘tines
of" fcarc1ty, is from the northern powcrs. It i
Very ‘well known that the harvef’c of 1799 through- :
out’ thc north of Europe, was”even worfe than" in
fthlS country—-—m quantlty far’ from abundant‘ “in
quallty mo{’c wretched Thls was partxcularly the‘

of the laf’c fprlng and fummer frequemly conﬁde-f .
rablc quantmes of forelgn wheat, warchoufed: by' |
the merchants, not; frequcntly from 50 to, 80 OOO o
quarters, -and thxs at a tlme When thc prlcc of;
wheat was. as, high.as 6. pcr quartcr——that they
ha,ve Lept it: up in the, warehoufcs, and dealt it, out~k
Wl[h a moft fparmg, -and appalently parﬁmomousi
| hand to. the publlc-—-that t;herc has been a; great“
,.vquantlty m the llghterman s barges, whlch may,f

o . '. ST LR s 32 lnference ' thc
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therbarns-cold and: chilly. + Its. ftate was-little.bets:
ter:when.iticame out:from thence, nor ‘was it im-

provcd by thelong detention in-port of the VCﬁClS on

board “of - which. it' was fhipped::for this- country,
cither.by the feverity of the feafon; - or from want. of
eonvoy.: Onits voyage toe, it encountered: adverfe
winds——In:many inftances; the veflels: -were 'thlre'é
times.the ufual length of time on their- paﬂ'age. Alb
thele: caufes, united: with-the. original unfound.:ftate
of: 1t, ~tendered a great part-of the; grain on-its ar:
ival, totally.; unfit. for ufe. - Many veflels - which
arrivedin the months of . Aprll and-May,- had the
whole- of their;icargoes in .a: ftate, not, ;only unfit
for immediate ufe, but- very ‘unlikely;ever to- be-
‘come: ufeable. - Thofe. .cargoes which -arrived in . a
{tate fit.for- falc, were immediately dlfpofcd of- in
“the: fhipy-cither: to, the’ millers or; to thofe; factors
who:had-orders: for the coaft. . Thofe which were
in-a;damaged. ftate were. mﬁantly landed, and the
‘importer: obhged to beat the expence, and certain
“Jofs, of :kiln-drying a: part, which when -mixed with
-the remainder rendered thie whole in about a week
~or:fortnight,: fit: for ufe.: It.was then qmmedxately
‘takento, market, and the millers by mixing;it-with
Englifh:, Wheat ‘were enabled. to . make very:tole-
- -rable ﬂour of .it. .- A great part however was 400

i hcavv burdcn and lofs to thc ‘mporter. . :
«ih Byery maniwhoe knows;any thing of. the naturc pf

wheatwillrcadily conceive in how wretched a ftate

sI e
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it was: probablc that- wheat' would: arrive;: whlch

whén' fhipped ‘was> foft and cold; and unfitfor: the
grind ftone, after lying three months in‘the: hold ‘of

{hip; in.quantity. fometimes to‘the amount ‘of 2500
- quartcrsv—and how improbable *it:muft-be that on

itssarrival®it could’ have been-ufed by the tradei=

Greatly exaggcratcd as'the quantlty has been, it is -

a ‘fubje& for regret that there:has even :been fo
much warehoufed ‘as there has beén, Thave: cone

fidered it fo' 1mportant to afcertain the:quality tand

quantlty of ‘the corn fo-warchoufed; fromtits hav+
ing formed the general'topic of: converfation, : that
1'havé neglefted no pains to obtain:it.: ‘ The:refult

of the inforiation I have received: from:fources;

whichr Juﬂ:xfy my- ftating:it: swith: confidence,is;’that

accordmg to the nedreft eftimate; whxch the natute

of the thing will admitof, the quantity warchoufed
at the momient'of the difturbances inLondens did not

exceed from 69 to 70,000 quarters; that two thirds’
“alone ofit, was in a ftate:cither for prefent or future

ufé, ~and - that: the rc'ma'i;‘ningf third: could only be
‘brought: into ufe;: for fattening: of  cattle orhogs 5
+anid !that-the merchants have fuﬁaincd very-confi-
“derablelofles - from. ‘being: obliged: to::waiehoule

“their' corn, for much’ fo, as to» make:itsprobable,

'-t‘hey w1ll upon thc whole bc lofexs by thelr fpecula—
L a1 L S

o this ﬁatcmcnt is not: contradl&ed (and Iam well

t’ ‘aﬁ'urevdu it cannot)e-« what: t_nu&n weithinks ofi the'idle
~ charges of: monopoly-applicd-fo confidently::taithe

N 2 merchants!
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»mcrcha‘pts‘ and-what of theimmienfe hoards, which

theirayarice has kept:back from.the people.; The
; quanmy{;
~3.1f it :wergas found: as; -1t:-is the: contrarys,: nwould

n,.thus warehoufed- thati.¢an;be. ufed forflour

.whcn ~manufadturedi-into four; furnith a fupply

‘equal;ito- three. weeks. confumption:: of thevmetro+

polis.alone..... Now..I, will leaye it to the; ]udgment

-of my..readers; .w hether it.is not rather a circum=
Atance s of ;i fatisfa@ion;: -than- dlfguﬁ——rather de-

manding our gratitude, than- our reproaches: to-

- wards, the importers ;. that they: have. referved. ¢ even
this fmall pittance for you,:when the home markets

have fo:fcanty’a fupply 2 . Have not the inhabitants

-of.;the /metropolisi-and its- nclghbourhoodf -much

caufe: of confolation, in:a czrcumﬁance ‘which' has
excited ;the refentment (of :many; of: Ihcm pi-Ifithe
importers. keep back - ((as is:{uppofed); thls quantity

v ffﬁ?{n.ﬁqn[u,mptlon, ‘orideal it outwith af{paringrand

even niggardly hand, to-feed their: avarice; inftead
of feeding the:people, the: public: intereft, (however

_ynintentionally. on - tlhcir,‘;part)‘:wb.ﬁ 1d: béi promoted
by -it;.inftcad of - fupplying the fcantinefs of!a:few
~miarkets, it swould: contribute . to make: good the
~deficiency . of. many;:. withheld - when . the - fipply
‘was; tolerable . in | quantlty, it ‘would furnifly-a
refource:in. ,a&ual Awant..
fueh.ia: condu& (whatcver nnght be : their :mo.
t1ves), ‘1s,.r.@:

~I'he  advantage..of

incalculable ;: +fo - true ods it, . that this
nopoly,.of -which we all,complain<—which:fornis

‘public clamour;.whichalike conftitutes
PR , “the
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the fubftance of the grave addrefles of Judges, and

the intemperate harangues of counfel, to' juries-as
well ‘as: of - inconfiderate 'appeals to the paflions' of

“the people; by their betters, in‘the refolufions and
Atatements: of . the day—would; if'true; be ‘our beft

protetion againft - the' dreadful horrors-of ‘famine.

~Inftead: of 1a}xnentin g the ‘circumftance; would* to
‘God ' thele ‘hoards: had been ‘increafed “ten: fold !

We fhould then never have feen wheat ‘at 71 thc
load, orthe quartern loafat 15, 6d.
+Do not imagine that in conﬁnmg my. dcfencc of

»-thc merchants- to the monopoly. of foreign ‘wheats;
~T.am ignorant of  the ftrong idea whichthe' people

‘have entertained, that the warehoufes; foloaded
as: bcforc ftated, have had in them a° conﬁderablc
quantity iof. Englifly wheat, bought upon fpecula-

tion—hearded up: for a better  price—kepttill

‘mouldy and unfit-for ‘ufe—and. then’ thrOWn (hkc

“the foreign. ‘wheat)-inito-the: Thames."

I fhall niot repeat my obfcrvatlons on the ab-

;furdlty of this idea, but.I'thall anfwer- it with'‘this

‘broad:fa&k; that Englifh. corn is not ware/joufed but

on its arrivaly:fold to the miller- for dmmediate  wanu-
Sacture.- 1 am informed by a gentleman; ot whofe

‘veracity: and honour.: I:ican -fafely : rely,’ and for

‘which I: would pledge myfelf to the public, (and
who has befides the: means of inforniation) that in
the whole .of: the laft eight: months, ‘he has neither
known from his'ownrexperience;nér has béeti able

“to:find:from ‘enquiry-an mﬂmée of a ﬁnglc quartcr
| of Engh{h .wheat warchoufed. .

RN ,k , Ido

IR e




¢ 98 )
1 do

fufﬁcxent anifweér to the charge. S5

Theacculation therefore of Monopoly in”-"»'i'tf‘s“?'zip?

pli'czitidn to ‘the ¢ondud of the merchants for the
laft ‘¢ight months has T truflt ‘been completely “re-

futed. There 'never has been :fufficient in ‘the

warehotifes® ‘during’ ‘that period; to conflitute what

in‘the prefent day, and under the prefent confump-'

tion'can’ be termed- monopoly ; -and that which-has
been fo” withheld, has: been ' from neceffity,: not
choice=—to'the certain® injury—not -to the  poflible
advantage, of thofe’who have fo withheld it.} 275
+But: {atisfattory ‘as’ T truft will 'be this anfwer té
the majority of my readers, there may be fome:few
(and thofe with no-bad intentions, but deeply roots
ediii prejudice) fo wedded to -their opinions; and
fo''mifinformed; as'to take -advantage of the cont
ceffion ‘of ‘the chiarge of ‘warchoufinig the'corn, and
riot fatisfied” with *the' mode of accounting -for it

'may 1magme, ‘that'the damaged  ftate was" thc

confeqUCnce, not-the caufe; of ‘warehouﬁng gt
in ’Though Tiam- affured by thole, - through whefe
harids aivéryconfiderable part of it has pafled from
thér veflelsto'thie: warehoufes; dnd" from'thofe in
whofewiftody it:'has been' placed; thav its-quality
was ‘agilolave ftatedo-after having oppofed the aft

fcrtxon of thofe who muff know, to that of thofe

whofe

riot: fay “that-the information “of any' oneg
- man on‘a fubje@in” its operation {oextenfive; is
fufficient to'fatisfy the public, : that'in no inftance
Englith wheat has been warehotfed:;: butit i‘s“coﬁi;
clufive; that fuch:is not the pmﬂzm——and t‘nat isa

€ 9% )

whofe: mformanon hasbeen: derived from-men, who
way niotknow the truth: it isonly.left forme:to
appeal-to the. reafon of the thmg and the probabx-
hty on:which fidethe truth is. ¢ /e e

- It:has been before -obferved by me,. that .€Very

~man may be fuppoled: to have-a;motive: for: his

condu&.. It will be, I.doubt. not, acknowlédged
that the only fufficient motive:in: this: cafe ;muft: be
intereft-—that it can be'no other..: Let us: thcn try

"lt by thls teﬁ' s S I

come’ mto the rvar, 1f hc ﬁnds it ﬁt fqr fale, hc has

~nothing to do, but to-take: a fample to his; fattors;

and it.is:inftantly fold. . The expence: to him after
its:arrival ‘is.in this cafe: trifling. - If. on.ithe. con-
trary (fuppofe it from any caufe youwill) he landsit,
‘the expences are: 1s. per quarter for: lighterage,
meterage and porterage, in’ conveying:it from the
veflel to the:warchoufe, and the  expence of ware-
.houf_cfroom‘z;s.*f‘xﬁd.l,,per(wcé;l;, for every.100. quar~
ters. - This” is: not the only lofs ;- for. fome. additix
onal arxfcs from the natural wafte, occafioned by
the two :reiovals, and'fome from .re:meafuring.
“This is the leaft expence he will or ¢an‘fuftain—If
however, cither from. the ftate of -the article. when
landed, or from its natural inclination to muﬁ from
Jength . of. keeping,. whcn in-any large, quantity, it
_requires, to-/be. kiln. dried; a: further, .charge arifes
Zs:-per - quarter-incured. by this operation:...i.1

‘ havc ‘caleulated:; thh fome degree: of: mccty from

oo o the
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én theinformation I-have been able to -attain, the g time limited, his charges.will- advance-foiconfiders i
%]1 average lofs to the merchant; from: ithis procefs, to ' ably fonevery: {ubfequent; . week . thatit: remaitis ‘
i which fo much of the foreign wheat has been fub= ! therg, that: it would:have: been more for his intereft- i
l W je€ed, and I believe myfelfito be rather within the - \ :_ to.haveilanded. it at: firfk 5 iandevery: day that he
o 3,‘ mark: when I-ftate:it not:to belefs than from:7 0 8 - keeps it-from . the ;public: mufk: beaiday of forrow |
I i

i e

per cent.—A fevere: drawback on-profit!

¥ -and lofs:to him. . . Thus,-uniderno  eticum{tarices
.. If -however his. ‘cargo arrivesiin - a‘ftate not' quite

fit for immediate: falﬁgéand:yct with no-neceflity: for
either: warehoufing: or -kiln:drying: it he . then

takes a middling courfe, and thifts it from the veflel,

which has:brought it, into: the: lighterman’s ctaft,

withott: landingit.: ‘he ithen fmuf’c‘e"rst all the hands
he ¢an procure, to. dry it; by keeping it conftantly-
turned.::: Thefe are the labourers, who:are:tobe

feen daily and hourly on thé Thames, occupied :in

this procefs which has: fo ‘alarmed the public; and
who -whilft - they. were ,prcparmg_tbat_cqrn for -

inftant. fale, which. had not- entered the:ports-48
hours, were. fuppofed to have been attempting the
TECOVELY: 'of wheat;: which, for 'the want: of - room
that avarice; had pre- engagcd ‘was: cntxrcly, orina
great-degree:{poiled. - R R LS S E A L I
-But though thisiis :a conﬁdcrable favmg of ex-
“pence, (it is:attended with {fome. -*'The merchant

faves by this half landing;: 1s. per quarter, provided

it is fold and taken from the barges-in a week.
If however his judgment. thould have failed -him in
the firft: inftances..or: ‘many-circumftances beyond
his contreul fhonld have: prevented the -fuccefs - of
hlS ‘attempts:to -render it fit: for fale, within: the
il time

buit. ,ef immediate fale,  can the: mercham avoldr a

ferious and unthought of expenee. : - 2

s it then to be credited; that any: man;under the
accumulated expences I have: ftatedy whotcould:
avoid them:all- by bringing: his -carn, inftantly’ to
market, would not:do it 2. Isnit in - the deaftipros -

‘bableythat at 2 time. when wheat is. 61. per. quarter,

the merchant; fhould fo: littlesconfult -his-apparent -
intereft; as to land -and warchoufe his ‘corn under -
the expences already: ftated 2 (not forgetting-the
very ferious additional one from: the lofs of intereft:

‘on ;his:capital) ‘on: a fpeculatxen {o abfurdastan
“higher price; when the:article: is ‘already: fovextra- -

vagantly:dear ?:* We muft-have an unacgountable
portion of credulity to ‘give our belief to fuchran
idea. 'The {uppofition is itfelf 1mprobable, if thc".‘
fatt was not direly the reverfe. - R

Believe me; it is not {o, my couﬂtrymen.mThcfc- :

‘mén;. whom -you: have injured by fufpicionias un~- -

founded as anifchievous;- have-ferved you with an
adtive and. liberal fpirit, which-deférves: your gratx-
tude; not your teproaches. . To:themy yow arein= "

debted forthe:bréadiyou areat this>ticment:eat=:"
mg————but for them; inftead of:complaining(and.

c jultly
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~juftly) of its price, you would be vainly fearching
“for 'the article—inftead of declaiming againft even

its quality (which by the bye has been rendered as
good as it is by their adtive exertions) you would
feel the fad deficiency in quantity, They cannot

help the ftate in.which it arrives.. The ‘Injury.to .

them from this circumftance is exceflive—it has
robbed them of their profits and fubje&ted them to
fevere lofs.—Increafe not then the feverity by your
unworthy fufpicions. S |

v+ Think not that they cannot bring forward proofs

-of ‘the' zeal with which. they have adventured in

your caufe. - Look at the following ftatement of

“the ‘imports of corn from January to September;
“and you will be fatisfied of the extent of their fer-

‘vices to you, )

- An account of the quantity of foreign grain, meal, and

. four, imported into England between the -,52‘5 of
. - Jannary 1800, and the 1 of September Jfollowing :
R RIU ‘:%;.,:éu; e
v+ Wheat —  — 721,003 4

Lo e - Cwte gre  lbe

e Flour = — 176,292 1 20

. Rye: = 114,176 3.
oL Cwte grse
o+ m=— Meal .. . — ., 11,882 3.,
Indian = —. = 41791
: : - - Meal

" i Meal et 425

© Barley = e 83,2840 1. .
S Beans | == =— 0 11,1509 8 nk
Peas = — 1 — 110,071 G en
wolwbo e e n il Bollse

% Qafmeal == = '1,1:.65~~’1~:'

s ’-thén:“We' ‘perafe this: ftatement  (for the’ cor=
re€@nefs of ‘which I will vouch) does it not appear
aftonithing, that-fuch efforts in do. thort-a- period

could have been made 2. In no country but this,

and-by no meérchants -but thofe which./England:
boafts, could: it have been effe&ted.. \"-When::the

“average imports in' wheat forthe. preceding four

years, have not been 540,000 Sor the whole. y‘ee.z‘r;
and ‘one of " thefe years, a’ year of greatafcar.clty,
what muft' we thinkof‘;720-,000 quarters (exclufive
of Indian wheat) imported in eighs months? One
cannot by argument add to the weight of this fadt,

nor to the merit which the merchant may juftly -

lay claim to.
Refleé then, I intreat you, before it be too late,

on -the ‘importance of encduréging: thiS' valuable

fpirit of ‘enterprize. The difappointments: which
the merchants ‘have already experienc'ed,vthe prof-
pe& of future lofs, which the-bad ftate of thcgrain
and the expences. of keeping™it prefent; together

02 , : - with

e i

Py

e g e S R L

oty TR R




( 104 )

w,.lt,h the fecollé&ion‘ of the treatment they for-
merly experienced from- government, require that

‘the public 'fhould rather excite than damp their

ardor to ferve them. - Confult-your own interefts
| and. lbet‘ TIO one perfuade you that clamour s truth,
or affertion fact.: - Be affured ‘that the public pre-

judice: direéted againft this body will recoil upon

itfelf—always -dangerous in its progrefs, it is moft

~alarming in this. © Think- not -that the high price -

of :l.)reiad is likely to be diminithed by checkin
!EhC.TlnClin?tidfl of -the merchant to- rifk ‘his c'épitﬁ
fnf?.m,]fportin & ity or by thofe ‘groundlefs fufpicions
f)fs;hxs;; chdu&,: and charges of mohOpoly?,r ‘which
;fﬁ .tenc_.ci}lrage‘d; muft ‘have the effe& of: raifing the
Qr:xrce‘mﬂead}of' lowering it 3 for which of the va-
- vious:branches through which it paffes.in 1ts pro-

- grefs from the: veflel “to the baker’s fhop, will not -

think. h?nii:telf (and reafonably fo) entitled to extra
rten?pn.eratlon for the rifk he runs,. from public
prejudice; whilft: the article ‘is paffing t

¢ hrough hi
hands, © v o 0 - S
N T E PRSI S PR A | | .

. I
i

«+ % Eifhall'niot extend: this pamphlet (which:- w-il’lf.vbc; :

-~ come ‘more. bulky before I have finithed it than I
+ntended:orcould have imagined) by obfervations
at any length on this branch of the Trades I am
kqulimed it includes in it men of worth and of pro<
Qe_rt-y, ‘many refpectable and induftrious members

of

of fociety.

1
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But what I have faid of the Flour Bl

Fadtors, is, in principle,;appli:cable to them.— Their
bufinefs is with commiffion not fpeculation. The

greater the plenty of corn at market, the more they
fell and the greater their profits.. - It is evident that
their intereft is to bring it forwards; not to keep it
back—to increafe their commiffions; not to dimi-
nifh them. e e A
* I.underftand that fometimes the ;fa&or;has;ﬁom
to fell on his own:account, but that is a.very rare
cafe, and. to no confiderable extent.—However; if
that .be the cafe, the public can fuftain ne inj u‘ry—;,
for-after what: I have ftated of the fmall quaritity
warchoufed at ‘all, and which, in:the aggregate,

- could fcarcely be thought dangerous::as:a mono-

‘poly: in the hand of oneor:a few merchants, the
danger would -be much leflened by a.divifion of
ownerfhip amongit another and a numerous clafs
of perfons in:the Trade, if the fa& were fo.

- Nothing but prejudice could bring a ferious
charge of injuring the public, againft thefe perfons.
That they are included, can ‘only be accounted
for, becaufe they are concerned in a Trade which
fupplies the daily wants of men, not on thofe terms
‘on which they like to be fupplied. - Théy muft be

 content to have their fhare of reproach, and muft

- gonfole themfelves - under a confcioufnefs of not
having deferved ity 0T L e |
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THE LIGHTERMAN AND WARE.

HOUSEMAN.

B have taken thefe together, becaufe ‘the emi-

ployments of the hghterman and warchoufeman

are ufually found nited in- the fame peifon ; and

nothmg but a conviftion in my mind (warranted

by the exper:ence of the laft ‘month) that: every
clafs of perfons in the remoteft degree connelted

with the corn trade dre at this moment of popular
. refentment ‘compriled_ in’ the obloquy fo" llberally
dealt out fo the trade in general, could induce me
to take up the time of my reader, or to offer thefe
g'entlém'en the apparent affront I do, in confidering
it neceﬂkry to' defend them from an imputation
of their ibeing monopolifts.  One fhould have
thought it impoffible that’ men, who fror the na-
ture of their ‘bufinefs, muft "be merely agents: of:

others, could be ‘the fubjet of a charge fo’ ex-.

traordinary; « yet the very circumftance of - their
keepmg a barge to land, ‘or a warehoufe to con-
tain corn; ‘the- having one employed, and the other
ﬁlled, is fufficient (in thefe times of general pre~
_}udxce agam{’c the trade) to mark them out as-objects
of publlc reproach A great deal of this arifes
from’ gen ral 1gnorance “of the nature of their em-,
ploy It is only underftood by men converfant in
buﬁnefs ; and pe1 haps limited, ina great meafure,
even ‘to’ thofe in the’ nelghbourhood of the me-

tropolis.
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tropolis.  The bulk of the people throughout
England confider the man who has his- barges
and warchoufes laden’ w1th corn’ as a.great and
alarming monopolift, ‘who has landed all he could

to keep it from confumptlon, till the price. equals
the demands of his avarice, referving till -that
' perlod n his barges for the fame wicked puxpofes

that whlch his warehoufes could not contaln.eNo
inquiry is made to whom the .corn belongs._ He
and his men are conftantly employed about it
and they deem it impoffible (perhaps the hxgheﬁ:
compliment that can be paid him) fo much altive
induftry could be- exerted for the benefit of an-
other’s property. - The fa& of po{Tefﬁon con{htutes
his crime ; and fatisfied of thts, the publlc ‘make no
further inquiries. - One fhould fcarcely have be-
lieved that this could have been' the cafe in the.
nelghbourhood of the Trade, where every man
mxght have made himfelf acquamted w1th its na-
ture, had it not been eftablithed beyond adoubt by
the language and condu& of the mob who aflem-
bled in Mark-lane on the 15th of Septembe1
‘The terms of reproach and 1nfu1t fo hberally be-
ftowed on the trade in,gencral, were far from ex-
cluding the above clafs; and if the eEorts of the
civil power had been ultlmately too weak to have
repreﬁed the commotron, the hghterman and ware~
‘houfeman would, have been amongf’c the ﬁrft ob-
Je&s of pubhc vengeance.l Why don t you ]et
£us have the wheat you - have got m your barges
¢ and

T erAC LT
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¢ and. warehoufes,,m{’cead of hoarding it up till it
¢ s, fpmled P was: the addrefs of the mob. to.the.

gent]emen concerned in.. this trade, . as they pailed

to the Cqm Exchange ..You;could not take a boat

on  the, water, between Black-friar’s- -bridge .and.
Lime; houfe, the owner of .which did not, entertain .
you on your, paﬂage with fimilar complaints ; point-.
ing out. the, warehoufes. and barges fo ftored—im-
putmg ﬁmllar honourable motives. to, the, OWNErs,. .
and mentioning, many. of them by name.-—Nor was.
it m)gh'e ﬁ'reets only that Janguage of this. tenor .
_fed Jat, the tables of well-informed,, men:
were. dally to be heard inye&lives againft. the own- |
ers of veffels and warehoufes ﬁored with corn, Ter
prefentmg them as gorging- themfelves to the full
with the article, and combining. with, the - ref} -of .
the trade to raife the price.—In fuch places you

'-was_.?

had eyen an attempt at reafoning.on the fubje&t—
Dnven from the ftrong hold. which the common

people,. hwe ‘taken, ‘that poﬁ”eﬂiOn is the proof of -
property,.. and the only neceflary evidence to evinge

the guilt of the pofleflors ; they argued the fubject as
if the explanation of the nature of their bufinefs was

.inconclufive to eftablith. thejr.innocence. ¢ It isim=
¢ poflible to believe (fay they) that with the. oppor.

< tunities thefe men have, when their craft isuneme. .

¢ ployed;and their warchoufes unfilled, they fhould-
¢ not fpeculate in. Corn on. their. own, account.””
,Argumg on the. pxobabdlcy of fuch a condud, one. -
mxght urge,, that in,she prefent enlarged flate; of

the
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the importation of Corn during the laft'fpring and
fummer (and for the truth”of which I refer my.
readets to the ftatement I have'before given;) there

is no‘doubt but the conftant demard for hghterage i
and ' warelioufe room would find" employmcnt for
the moft numerous craft; and éxtenfive warehoufes; o
that the  trade could’ furnifh 5 that thé" very attens’
tion neceﬂ'ary to fpeculation, would be"in‘a great
degree‘inconfiftent with' the: perfonal care ncceifary, o
(and’ umformly to'be foind) in this lineiof bufinefs 5 c
and “that ‘the inconvetiience they ‘would probably A

fuftain, from not being able to accommodate’ their

cuftomiets; by employmg their veflels ‘and’ ﬁlhng '
thelr granarxes w1th thexr own com would fubje& "

penfated by any profpeé‘c of gam, under prlces fo
exceflive as the prefent. '

It is in‘vain to ufe thefe arguments (Whlch aps
pear to be fo ‘conclufive) to many ; the’ anfwer is
< We do not underftand the nature of “their bufis

nefs, nor the intereft they have in not deviating from
it ; but we have no doubt that thefe men are links

in the fame chain of dreadful monopoly and of cruel

combination to raife the price of corn.”

Such :is their language—-—Such are thexr argu- ‘

ments, - - -

Nor is it only amongﬁ the umnformed on fuba '-
je&ts of bufinefs, that this idéa has’ been ‘encou-
raged I have heard refpe&able tradefmen relatef '

P then:' :
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their: warehoufes . on?the‘- river,. to which they, at-

tributed the prefent. {carcity, and. ftating by name
the-perfons: fo; -accufed ;. who on- enquiry turned

- out-to-be:mere: warehoufemen not interefted in.one
grain .of - the: corn fo.houfed. - . In. the courfe, of the

‘autamn; a report:was circulated. at firft in felf-im-
‘portant-but low- whifpers, and afterwards inerieé,fed
in-opennefs: . and; extended  circulation, of one
gentleman in. :moft extenfive employment, asa

‘lighterman and- warehoufeman, and to whofe ware-
houfes, -or to whofe care the greateft part of the

foreign wheat has been committed, who was enjoy-

ing'a few days relaxation from bufinefs at a watering

place; "having abfconded for. fear of profecution
for monopoly ; and he had no means. of recovering
_ hzs .credit, and refutmg the charge, than by quit-
ting the focxety he was enjoying, and recordmg his
appeardnce at-the-corn’ exchange, ;as. well as at
every other place where pubhcxty could attend his
_appearance*‘ P
: . But

* ThlS remmds one of a ﬁmllar xeport at the Tame time,
_ .'whlch had for ns objet a worthy alderman (in whofe ‘com-
. pany the above gentleman was reported to have abfconded)
. faid to have ﬁed to ‘the Continent, to avoid the’ public're-
excxted agam{t hun from bemv fuppofed 1ni’tru~

; xt is fald that he'found hlmfelf compelled to eat “and drink
o his
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But fo unaccountable is'pfejudice, fo-mifdiretted

in-all. its- objets, and fo -carclefs of enquiring its
foundwtlon that whillt we lament; we ceafeto won-

“der at"its. opexat:ons.; How elfe: can we reconcﬂe

the charges of monopoly, as applied. to: thls trade,

‘the natute of which one. {hould have thoughty would
have’ dlfafmed fufpu:loﬁ ‘of .every:thingon:. whigh
it could have faltened; IfT'amto judge general-
‘ly of" this:clafs by~ ‘thofe’of it-whom I-dorknow,

they fuf’cain a vevy dxfferent chara&er an focxety,

il e -'..3','14

hxs way to infiocence, through thé Taverns and: pubhc places

“of London and its vicinity. " ‘This to' many: pecfons; (efpe-

cxally under the extreme heat of the weather) mlght ?llave
been attended thh ferious. eﬂ’eéts, perhaps this fpec' s of
ﬁery ordeal cduld not have ‘met two gentlemen To prepax‘ed
to endure it, The natural convw1ahty of théir temper and
habxts, tdaether with ‘conftitutions not ‘ufterly’ unufed to
A{uch Aardfiips, wet'e prote&tions againft. the ferious i mjury that
oothers” might - have found. = May, they: long  be. enabled
to partake of thofe convxwannes to whxch they do {o much
credit, and to exercife that hofpltahty which " honourable
and fuccefsfully-direGed induftry, has entitled them té Goit-
_mand, unrufled by charges; they know and feel, cannot
be.deferved by, them, or by 1mputat10ns whlch only difgrace
.thofe who brmg them! . : : v
:Before I clofe thlS note, let me. remark as aploof how

generally pre_]udxce confounds xts obje&s, tllat the wheat faxd
5 /could

}?0‘ 7 than
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than that of enemies to the public intereft, of of
improper attention to their'owi * To ‘an unremit-
_tmg, and occafionally moft toilfome application to
‘the” bnﬁnefs of thelr’employers, always dxreé‘ted to
t»h‘ ¥ publ “"""advantage, and” partxcularly fo at"this
moment, they unite 'thé liberal; enlarged fpmt of
“the Enghfh Merchant.~ “The ‘national ﬁock of in-
duﬁry receltves no little acceflion from them, ' The
1t n>w1th whlch they unload the veﬁ'e]s of

| attentlon and cate, ‘which they be{tow on'it,in its

“:progrefs to, ‘and whilft'it “is in thetr warehoufes,
,' ”’entltles them “(perhaps at this time more: than at
.an '3other) not only to the thanks of their em-

'mav be aﬁ'ured that fcanty and ﬂow as has been
”_*the fupply of forelgn corn’ brought to the ‘market,
v_'vtt would have been ‘much ‘more fcanty, and 'the

‘qnahty {till more indifferent; had it not ‘been for
;"""ithefe gentlemen, agamft whom, in that fpirit of in-
jf;',dlfcrtmlnate reproach, which is the unhappy fathion
“»_"‘of the day, has been advanced the ferxous charge

,,,,,,,,,,,,

or 1gnorance “could brmg, or of foHy and credu-
'_.flny for a mioment liften to.’ SRS RS

I:wtll notvoﬂ'end thcm by extendmg thcn‘ de-

Tag

,b'_'.combm'mon to enhance the prlces of v‘all
viprovxﬁons, and. efpecxally of corn, adnnts of no
_;contradl&lon, are not the ‘enemies of the publlc——
_'_,the oppretfors of the poor—-the peﬁs of focxety?1

Tnn ]OBBER OR! MIDDLE MAN.

B I hear: my readers exclalm, Tf"' What}wdl you

defence of thefe men too? Wlll you

"attempt to conymce the pubhc that thefe ,obje&s of
. ,,genexal mdlgnatmn, owe that mdlgnat n.to pre—
t,.Judtce and j xgnoranc ——that men who 10t} 'ety of

] 'nds of

Can. you, attempt the defence of men, whofe crimes

B ﬁand on record———whofe convxétlons meet you in

every. fireet and alley of the metropohs—~aga1ni’c

f,whofe nefanous pra&xces, it has been. neceffary to

feck refuge under the protection of the law—and

,_Aagamﬁ whom fcarcely a day paﬁ'es that there is
‘ot a: ferious charge of this nature brought in, the
} dally papers?> Can you bCllCVC the world to be
* fo wicked and cruelly unjuﬁ as, to brand Wlth
B charges of thts nature, men who by poiﬁbxhty can
'be mnoc:entP VVtthhold then your pen from the
N attempt to defend chara&ers fo notonouﬂy 1nde~
,fenﬁble contammate not your pages. with an at-
~tempt, which muft end i in your and then‘ dxfgrace,
~and which will weaken the force of your argu-
| :ments in favor of ‘thofe you have already brought

forward, and for whom, by poﬁibxlxty, fomethmg
_may be faxd '

I'azﬁ_
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I am not mfenﬁble to the arduous tafk ¥ have

undertaken throughout, and pecuharly in this in-
ﬁance I am very fenfible of the more than com~
non, pre_ludiée entertained agam& this clafs of 'the
t1ade 1 know how l'1v1(h has been the ah’Té
and how v1olent the reproaches agamﬁ them:f—but
though thls may mcreafe my dxfﬁculty, 1t ‘does not
leffen my ardor—I never promlfed to fldteer 'tk

paﬁlons of thofe whom Tam addreff ng, Bt to
the. languagc of truth and candour.; 'k ihall do'fo
now————l fhall not ‘withdraw the mite of my affift-

ance bccaufe thefe people ftand moft'i in ‘need of it.

I a vreater degree of pre]udxcc has encountered\

them, a Iefs degree of Ju[hce probably has been

hear———even of abufe. At\lea{t ‘we ought not to
affuxnc as, proofs of general gullt the alledged
v(or even proved) oﬁence of an mdlvxdu'\l or to
{uppofe that a body of ‘men, m*ly ‘not 'be hlghly
,uieful and even neceﬁluy to the ftate, one mem-
ber of Whlch (or for axgumont s fake allow many)
,nas rendered hlmfelf by hls condu& obnomous to
publ1c ]u{h 'e‘,’ ‘and defervmg 'of pubhc opprobrlum.
. Among{’c :clﬁ the claffés of pelfons cOncerncd in
, the general and nece{Tary article of corn, “who con-
ritrlbute m any degree to 1ts progrefs from the mo-
V 1 "per‘xod of confumpuon,
there is nor , fidence’ “and el -
lenge contradxé‘uo, )_,_o wh m the ubhok"mterei’c
is, more mdebted or who form a more tifeful “and

highly

m
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highly valuable part, than thefe men againft whom

the charges are mo{t abundant, and the abufe moﬁ:

orofs. b : ‘
Pelhaps to them we owc throughout the kmg~

‘dom, what in the metmpohs we owe to the im-

porter, ghat regular fupply of corn, ‘and that ufe-
fal hu{baudry of the article, which in_ times of

,fcarcxty s the only remcdy agamﬁ a&ual want—
'Whlch whilft it may have contubutcd toa conﬁde~
‘ rable rlfe of the artlcle, has beneﬁted the country
_' much ‘more by the falutary alarm, and tlme]y re-
,trenchment it. has produced than it ‘has injured
it by any advantage thefe men can have obtamed
| from an advance in the pnce. o

The condu& of the mlddlc mah; in penods of

,_ approachmg fcai city, ma) be refemblcd to that of
~an. attentive and fkilful phyﬁc1an. lec him, his

obfervatlons made from t1me to tlme, have en-
abled him, to difcover the dlforder, and to fuggeﬁ
‘the only remedies whlch the cafe admlts of; he
ﬁnds the diforder beyond 1mmed1ate cure, and thc

, dxfeafe too deeply rooted to admit of inftant extir-

pation. - Inftead of admmxﬁermg the violent dredge

_of an empiric, which mlght give inftant relief, but

_which jn its confequences, would gradually under-
mine. the conﬁxtutlon of his patient, and beinevi-
tably foliowed by premature (howcver protra&ed)
dlﬂ'olutlon, he, prefcrlbes with the’ fkllful ‘hand' of

| profeﬂional knowledgc A_vthofe palliatmg and ‘ertiol-

hcnt remedxes, fuxted'-‘to the weak”: rame” £ hi
e ”_patlent,
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pat:ent, and whlch by their mild and gradual ope~
rations may in . txme re[’coxe hlm to his wonted vi-.
gour and ﬁrenoth ——It is true he will expe& for

this. an handfome feemhe will demand a' liberal
and perhaps a profufe 1ecompenfe-—far beyond’ the

aecu{tomed c]axms of his profeffion ; but is he not
entltled to 1t———has he’ not earned it 7 Remember.
there is gleat teafon to belive he has faved your
life, that he has added confiderably to. your days;-

and _to the?' happy enjoyalvnent’:; of :them, alby reftoring

your frame; in danger of fuffering by your imprua-
dence; to that accultomed health for which too hwh '

“.
L

4 price can fcarcely be paid. i
Such, and {o fkilful and prudcnt, has been the
condu& of this man, agam& whom you all with

one accmd lift up. your . hands. . The information

which the mlddle man has obtained of the. country, .

with regaxd to its produce, the wifdom and ex-
perience which he has brought to the only fubject

that. engages his attention, enables him to fpeak
his fentiments to. the public (more fhongly than

by a’ thoufand orations) in the price, at which he
difpofes of to you the produce of the farmer’s land.
He foon afcertams the extent and depth of that

wound, whlch Providence has been pleafed to in+
flict on the. nation. He tells you there is.no/immes
diate rernedy for the fcarmty, though on your con-

dudt it depends, as to its bemg followed by a&ual

,,,,,,,

that whlch you can procure, as the only means to
G avoid
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avoid-a future’ greater fcarcity and ‘an mcreafed
prices “This ‘was the' language he ufed fo you in
the begmmng of the l1aft ‘winter, _and (fortunately

for the country) 1ts reafomng and good fenfe was; ‘

Augu(’c would have found us Wlthout bread to‘

eat. 1l L

Not: Iet the public’ decewe themfelves, by 1ma-

pricej by ftepping in ‘between them and the § grower.

Though our maxims of commerce will in thefe,

days recexve httle credxt from thelr conformlty to

R

“am well convinced; that'the months of July anri N

gining," that the middle man adds in any Confide-
~rable’(or even in an unneceﬂary) degree ) the‘ '

if he had: hved ‘in thefe times, would, I thlnk, have o
differed on-this fubje& from fome of his brethren,) | :
yet I am ‘very willing to adopt* his fentiments onV"
the rife of the article, in confequence of thé hands
through which it pafles to the confumer, prowdedi
he will ‘allow ‘me, to infert the word zmneceﬂm:y '

"~ If he: means to fay, that an articlé Becomes dearer, .
when it paﬁ'es through thofe hands, ‘which aré

neceffary to convey it with’ moft’ promptnefs, and

advantage to the pubhc, T'am completely at iffue”

with him—1J believe no fuch thmg I am aﬂ'ured

the fatt-is otherwife——that the prxce is rather lefs,
than greater to the pubhc. ‘Do people 1magme, o

that if the: farmer was’ hlmfelf the corn dealer alfo,

and fold his fingle’ quarter ‘of oats, or his bufhel

Q or
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or: peck of other _grain to the confumer, the article
would be cheaper than it is? That if he was to
add tradefman to hrs chara&er, the pubhc would
ClthCI’ be as well or as cheaply ferved as at prefentP
Do you ¢ thmk he could afford to give you his time,
and to be out of his capital, for nothmg ? Are you
not aware, that uniting thefe two dxﬁm& branches,
Awould mterfere with that hourly perfonal attention
ncceﬁary to the fuccefsfu] condu& of his farm 2
He would in fa&, by being. both, be nelther.
The open manly fpirit of the Enghﬂl yeoman,,
twould degenerate into the low cunning of the
petty chandler, and the eﬂ'e& would mevxtably be,
that fo far from the public being ferved cheaper,
thev would not only have to pay for the time and
capital of the farmer, fo employed, but for the cer-
tain lofs which he would fuftain either from igno-

rance. of the bufinefs, or from the blending two

concerns, dlﬁm& in their nature, and in the quahtxes
requifite for condulting them to any fuccefsful end.
I would beg to remark, that in the article of
"wheat, the pubhc feem under a mlfapprehenﬁon
. (as indeed they have been throughout) as to the bu-
finefs of the Jobber wrth it. I have before obferved
Mthat the wheat for the confumptlon of the metro-
~ polis and its vicinity goes 1mmed1ately from. the

,} miller to the baker, where the dlﬁance is not con-

_:,‘.,‘ﬁderable
) cafes where

om the mxll to town but that in: thofc
1€ 2 a{ﬁﬁance of a thrrd perfon on the
] fpot ('1s where 1t comes from the country mills)

is

_ﬁderably aﬂ‘eét the prxce ‘here.’
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is neceﬂ'ary, ‘the four faétor is the rmddle man.

The Jobber has nothmg to do w1th 1t‘ ‘he nevér
deals in Engh(h wheat, and very rarely in forergn,
except in confequenc‘e"of orders from hlS corref
fpondents along the coaft, and’ ‘whicli havé alri ﬁ:
been pecuhar to the prefent fprmg andhium
when inftead of the London market bemg fupphed
as former]y from the coa(’t the latter has been fup-

phed by them, and not unfrequently {'o as to con-

2

FR B

Itis exa&ly the fame in country markets. “The
Jobbers, whether from the large fums neceﬂ'ary and
which they ‘cannot fpare from therr other buﬁnefs,
or from the rmllers requiring not thetr a{hﬁ_ance, do
not fpeculate m wheat. The ]obber may 'p’ ﬁibly de-
viate from thts rule in the. cafe ofa great mequahty
'fore

in prlce (elther from the caufes whrch I have b

ﬁances) in markets not far diftant from each other;'
by ﬂymg to the relief of the fuffermg one, and what-

ever may be his proﬁt, if he reheves the fcarcrty ,

(and of courfe the prlce) he'i 1s rendermg the ‘moft
ufeful fervice to the country, ‘and What ft be hlS‘
motives, entitled 'to the thanks of very ma“”" '
the nelghbourhood o

| If it had not been that one of thrs clafs has been

Ll g ,..,:,‘-i -

I {hould clofe my acconnt ':f the Jobber, w1t11 only‘

a few obfervatlons on' " the nature of i bufinefs—
Q2 But




; ( 120 )

But the intereft I feel in (what appears to-me) the
unmergted obloquy, to which this individual, and

, w1th hlm the whole clafs, has, been conﬁgned 1m-

n; me. the duty, not, on]y to explain (which

| I {hall do ,very., brleﬂy) the nature, of this man’s
‘trafﬁck\_ but to_make. fome. remarks on that trial

if [ii .47

~ whicl has been the ground of a treatment fo

“The buﬁnefs of the Jobber on the great fcale

it admlts of in ‘the metropohs, is to purchafe the

cargoes of oats, barley, beans, &c. &e. imported
at thlS tlme in quantltlcs fo conﬁderable. To. the

- Jobbers are thefe cargoes fold by the Fadors,: and
,by them dealt out to the public, or. in fome

7 afcs e:sported again to the coaft. . The ]obber is
the 1
the 1

(lddle man between: the merchant and. con-

,fumer he enables the former, by unmedlately

,purchaﬁng the whole of ‘his article, to re-employ.

:hls capltal mftantly He enables him to return
,unmedxately to market with ‘his money, and to
-_,fupply the pubhc with 2 new_ cargo. By thefe

quick returns of his,  capital, and the fhort detention

‘of hls vetTel the, merchant can, a{Ford his goods at

2 price, mﬁmtely lefs than in any. other cafe he
would be .able.. " On the part of . the pub]lc, the
jobber fupphes each md1v1dual accordmg to: his
wants and derqands 5 and for. whlch though he pays:

' hi'omevvhat more than, the Jobber pays the merchaat,

he eertamly pays, lefg (excluﬁve of .avoiding much
xnconvcmcnce) than if he, bought  the quantlty be

H . { - i . L’ 51_ &

)

Rands in need of ‘from the merchant “himfelf.
- Suppofe the faor had no mlddle man to whom

he couild difpofe- of his- employer s cargo, ‘but was -
obliged -to fell it piece:meal’ to the confumer,

“in‘the ‘quantity fuitable to his wants, exther in the

veflel, or in the warehoufe, lf he chofe to land it.

If“in the-former, the dxﬁiculty of accefs will’ ralfe

the price to the confumer; and the length of txme,

the hands he muft keep in pay,’ and the uncertamty

when the veflel will be unloaded, ‘with the lofs of
intereft on his capxt'x] W1H wonderfully enhance
the price to the merchant; all which, together' ‘
with an extra charge ‘incurred by the 11ﬂ~. he runs
of mot difpofing of his goods, before the price 1 that
he could originally afford them. at fuffered a de-
preflion, will alfo neceflarily fall on the’ confumer.

In the latter cafe, to many of thefe charges, the mer-

chant adds as a ftrong fett off againft the advantage
he obtained from difmiffing his veflel (and ‘which is
not of the benefit it would have been, had he : at the
fame time - parted with his. cargo) the expences of ,
lighterage, porterage, warehoufe-room, &c. &c.—
lofs- by remeafurmg——expence of people to attend
the fale, and laftly, the impofitions he would beliable
to, from thofe-whom he muft employ in this’ petty
traffick.. Whatever may be his expences in-cither
cafe, muﬁ: and will eventually be paid by the con-
fumer,. A: thinking mind;; revolwng this : fub]e& _
for a few uminutes,: aiﬁﬂ:xng his® Judgment by even
the moﬁ favourable calculation vof - the “expence,.

which

FAR
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whxch thxs mode of tranfa&mg the bufinefs would
‘ occaﬁon to the mercnant will foon ‘be fatxsﬁed

that the public has the drtlcie, not only in the
manner and | quantxty, beft fuited to its wants,

vwdhes and convenience, but alfo on terms the
: moﬂ: reafonable.

The hackney coach maﬁer, the - hvery ﬁable-
keeper, the corn chandler, the gentleman and the
tradefman, can ahke, by means of the Jobber, pro-
cure the amount of their- refpe&we and hmrted
wants w1th facxhty The extra: prlce they pay for
It can
readlly be conceived, that if they had to convey it
from Lhe veflel or the warehoufe themfelves, even
at the prxce that the' Jobber pays for it, they Would
be no gainer ;. and it would be idle to fuppofe that
; under the dlfadvantages already ftated the merchant
could fo anrd it. In truth, half of the perfons
who confume the artlcles, could not fetch the artl-

cle, if tbey were fo inclined.

SIE the JObbCl‘.‘ too, in time of fcanty 1mportanon

_}and Ihort fupply, finds -that the markets in the-

V1cm1ty of . town_ are ftocked beyond their Vvants,

‘and of. confequence low in price, he goes thlther,

and brmgs to-town. that excels, which’ when taken,’

fls _not mlffed there, but renders incalcul able fervice

If on thie: contrary, they have a* thort and
ket' in:the; country, he carries thither the
‘Nor is the _]Ob-
‘His bufinefs is to
purchafe
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ypurchafe at the bet market of the farmer (orifin

'_the nelghbourhood of Tondon of the fa&or) that
produce in the grofs, which he deals out agam in

fmall quantities to the i inn keeper, corn chandler,

‘farmer, or. gentleman, who are not able per-
haps to ‘procure a fupply of theu* hmlted wants -

from the farmer, without fub]e&mg him to incon-
venience, and themfelves to extra charge.‘, The-
}obber equahzes by his alternate fupply of each,
thole vanatlons of prices, Wthh, in the vaft. con-«f
cern of corn, muft inevitably arife in markets even
‘near to cach other. He is frequently enabled to
render the moﬂ: eﬂ"ennal fervice to the country,v
when 1ts ‘markets are ill fupplied, either from
‘actual fcarmty, or from a partial and temporary
withholding of the artlele., In thefe times he pours
‘in a fupply, and by this means draws. the  commo-
dity forward, if there is any, or fupplles the wants
of the nexghbourhood if it is really exhaufted of
the article. He is indeed frequently able (yet with
no inconfiderable profit to hlmfelf) to fupply the
market, (though he has the expence of diftant’car-
”rlage) on terms 1ower, than it can be afforded on.

'v't.he fpot. He freqfnently does fo, - nd the pubhc,

“all but the grower, reap the beneﬁt. The aﬁiﬁance-
’,'too which the great, corn dealer in town glves 'to
mthe merchant in the country is glVCIl to th’ farmer 3
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bourhood. . On the other -hand, thofe artlcles of
feed. -corn, whxch the. farmer -wants,-the jobber; fur-
nifhes him with, to the great convenience. of the
former, whxch if he were to- endeavour 10 obtaln

himfelf from the market Where they were beft.to be

' procured would rob hun of time he could ill fpare
from his home, as well as add, inftead of leflen;
the prlce he muft pay for them.—By this- fubdivi-
fion of labour, and of capital, two perfons obtain
a -comfortable livelihood,, Where one who united
both branches would be i in danger of. ﬁarvmg

- Be aflured that this is the cafe; that the Jobber

or ‘middle- -man, whether In town or country, is the -

moft ufeful oeconormcal medlum through which
the wants of this vaft country (taking every cir-
cumftance into conﬁderatlon) can be fupplied.

The. greater wonder is, that it is fupp]led fo welly .

and on terms fo. reafonable, as to the gain of thofe
throu0h whofe hands the articles pafs. o

The fubje& too of their profits, deferves fome
httle conﬁderatlon.wDoubt ‘not that every thing

of thls kmd 1s always exaggerated.—When men -

- are held up to the publick indignation, the cenfute -

of the World is never limited to that which s -
founded in truth To effet our ends, it is not |

fuﬂictent to paint them dark,. ‘they muft be jet.

black. When therefore, in the true fpirit of cen- .

fure, we reprefent the conduct of thofe we mean to -

injure in the eyes-of the publick, we fometlmes for-
get, how poﬂible it is, that we . may counteract our -
own v1ews, by the excefs of thofe i imputations we

: have
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have lavifhed on the objeéts of *0ur'p'rejudi'ce,’ and
which from their nature cannot be true. How
truly in' point: is- the charge “of lmmenfe profits
brought againft the jobbers by their cnemxes,‘ and
borrowed from whatpaffed on’the examination of
an evidence (or which was fuppofed to pafs in bis
mind) at a trial which 1 fhall fhortly notice. If we
are to- believe‘thefe‘charges, his proﬁtS'are"almoﬁ v
beyond calculation — 50 per cent. per’ann, will
not content him—he ‘muft have 100, 200 and ic
fome cafes even 500 per cent. ’ Lo

1t is in this as in every thing elfe, where an’ ob-
jeét is to be anfwered.—The Pubhck ha»ve;beerr
taught that every man who ftands between th_e"rr‘i
and the grower of corm, contributes to th‘e' price
of the quartern loaf, andthat this man does fo'nrore
than any other-~he is therefore to be crufhied=—and
“to do it one muft not be over-nice in the means—
‘he has once in his life- perhiaps made at- the rate of
1000, or 2000 per ‘cent. per: ann..on an” article;This )
cafual advantage is inftanely rendered the- perma-
nent, or not unufual profit of his trade, whilft the
lofles which have not unfrequently been at the fame
rate, are funk in the account. ~Torrents of - abufe‘
are to-be poured upon-him for the unconfcionable-
nefs of his gams but no notice is tobe taken, ‘not
even' one word’ of commiferation to be heard for
his loflés, however fevere.. - -+ SR
‘But-what is'the ideawe have of the word pro-
ﬁt 2 Do the-publick think that it is the dxﬁ'erence of |
' S price
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price. whxch the feller 1ece1ves, from that which he
pays, for the artlclef’ Whoever takes this defini-
tion as a corre@ one, wanders very far from the
truth. For mftance, a JObbCl‘ buys at Mark lane
this Monday 50 quarters of oats at 40s. per quar-
ter—he fells them on that day fortnlght at two
gumeas.
fit, he gains at. the rate of 130 per cent, per ann.
by this bargam.,
makes nothing by it. When he bought it, it was
part of a cargo, on board a {hlp or a hghterman s
craft-—he has fince ]anded and warchoufed it. When
he comes to reckon up his - lighterage, porterage,
warehoufe xent, lofs by remeafuring, intereft of
his money, &c. &c. if hehas cleared 34. per quar-
ter, he muft confider himfelf a fortunate man—
and yet the publick, when they find him make at the
rate of 5 per cent, in a fortnight, inftantly cry out

Zupon the unconfcmnable rogue, and blazon his pro-

fits through every fireet of the town, without wait-
mg to examine, with what expences thls profit has
been burdened and in what proportton 1t has been
by this ‘means diminifhed.

Very dxﬁ'erent however, is their condu& when

ke has fuftamed alofs ; you hear no pubhcatlon of
When oats fell from 565. to 30s. in one fort-
mght (or httle more) when thofe who were obhged

thls. ,

for ‘want’ of money, to part thh thxs arucle, loft
( alf tbe mpzml emba/ /eed in zt we heard
not a wor of 1t. NO-—-—thlS would not have an-

7

fwered

Accoxdmg to this idea of the word pto-'

No fuch thing—he more hkely .

‘bé at the’ expence of landmg lt, “%e. &e. h
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fwered the purpofe ; which was to excite the pub~’

lick: rcfentment agam{’c this clafs, by reprefentmg
them as always gainers, but never lofers.

Yet if the truth is to be- fpoken, 1t “will be’
found in a very different ftatement of the fub]e&
Liable; occaﬁonally to confiderable gains, and

equally fo at times to heavy Toffes, they condu&‘j
their ‘bufinefs at’ an. hazard equal to any other; :
branch of the trade-- the whole of the concern in

corn is a ‘moft hazardous one—the game is played

at’ very hlgh ftakes, and thofe who play at it, muft

occaﬁonally meet with- fome proﬁts, whlch in the
regular courfe of tlade, where little hazat‘d 1s run,
may feem at firlt fight immenfe. If the ]obber did

not, - it would be 1mpoﬂ‘1b1e for him to go on-—-hls
bufinefs: would not fupport him. |

- His intereft however leads him never to r1{k the
keeplng his property by him’ long, efpecxa]ly in
tines of probable fluGuation in’ pr xce—hts general
maxim to which he mvarlably adheres when pof-
ﬁble, is, quick returns and {mall profits.—In’ propot—
tion to the length of time in which he has been
out of his money he expe&s a proportlonate recom-

,penfe.——lf you do not. obhge him to land the | pro-

perty’ he has bought ‘but will. work it out of the

ﬂnp at no expence to hlm, he will be content Wlth

a trlﬂlng advantage-«lf on the contrary he muﬁ
)l e looks

for'an advance in prlce ‘but do not beheve that m
'thxs cafe he is not frequently iniftaken, From fpecu-

R 2 lations

N
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lations: which: promifed advantage at ithe outfét; he
is often obligedita clofe his account on terims which.:
have: fhatched . from: him:ithe:advantage -of many
former: ibargains, rand:there-is ‘only.left to h1rn the.

hopc of better: fuccefs imfuture . - v o

+:Sugh:;  often . is -the lot of :this..manj whom/
you::brandi ‘with: every. epithet of ' reproach, and.
condemn ;to: public infamy.:: You -have . heard:

that oneof this:clafs: has been-convifted by a jury:

of his - country -of . .the crime of regrating, and.

though.you.do'not know all the circumftances, yet

you: feel fatisfied his crime muft have been of the:
blackelt. dye;: becaufe the jury were -told on that

occafiony:ithat a verdi& .of condemnation * would:
carry glad tidings to thepeople, and particularly
to the poor.” = Of confequence, he muft be confi~
dered as one amongft the number of thofe-who are

reprefented as preying on the vitals of the people, -

and by. their “avarice contributing to the publick
mifery: - You confider him no longer in the real
charalter he deferves—that of the middle-man,; th‘
ftands.between you-and: the: grower for the mutual
advantage:of-both. You fee in him only your bit-

tereft enemy; officioufly - interpofing. - his - offices; -

where, you :neither wifh them;: nor think you can
receive ought but deadly injury from them. - .

- “What then:are the circumftances. of this-dreadful
c,,r}mc; whichihas: {o-increafed your wonted::preju~
dice againftsthis clafs 2 What:ican::an' individual

'havc denc,s fo-asito:attach ignominy to-4l/: thofe
R : perfons

»»»»»»»
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‘petfons who purflue the:fame branch: of:itrade with

himfelf.  If-a man-has been’ conviGted of ‘the mon-
ftrous crime of regrating, let us exaniiﬁe;f\&héthct'hc
hasbeen conviced of that; whi¢hat the:time he: did:
it, he thought wrong-—whether-he ‘carried’ to thie:
adt, the mind and intention neceffarytocorftitute
crime—whether he hasnot been 'indiréé’tly;enc‘bu‘r:”
aged by the higheft authority in'thé countryyito do-
what he has- done~=whether, in’ legal ftriGknefs, “he:
did:the-a& at-all ; andlaftly, ‘whether he has done”
any thmg, which every-other man withsthe famie op=-
portunities, inot in his bufinefs only, but:in any:of-
the various: branches of trade, to be met- with'in' the’
kmgdom, does not do_every day of his life, with<
out: the fmalleft fufpicion:that he:is- doing that,
which either the: laws of his. ‘country, or: of - mora-
lity, forbid.. e N e e e B
I muft premlfc, that ‘the. report of the Trlal
whlch I have read, is that printed by Ridgway, and
ftated :to have been takcn ‘in: thort: hand by a Bar-‘
rifter... - It I BTt
-/This perfon, Mr. John Ru{by, was! mdl&cd
far,«regraung, or re-felling in the fame market;
and on the fame day, 30 quartersiof oats; part ofa
lot of QO quarters purchafed by shinvin the morn=
ing, and: by which re-fale: herobtained:a profit-of
25, per: quarter.—Every:;man :aéquainted: witli'the
bufinefs of.the Corn Exchangey! orswhé his taken
the.:trouble -torinform himfelf -on 2 this Head; will
find; that.it. has been:the:conftant and: univerfal
pratice,
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pradlice, to fte- fell any partof a: commodxty bought,?
where there was either an advantage on fuch re-
fale——whcre the quantity originall y bought was
larger * than elther ‘party wanted, and of courfe¢ a
mutual accommodation—or where the lot, “after it/
was bought, was repented of by the purchafer eithér
from the price; or: quality. ~——Whatexer rmght bev-

‘his reafons for: the re Male, no one obje&ed to a

praé’tlce whxch had exifted beyond the memory of

the oldeft man at the Corn’ Exchange-——whlch was
a gcneral ¢onvenience to the. trade—which facili
tated inftead “of interrupting the commerce—and
from which the public. ¢ould fuftain no poflible in-
jury equal in amourt to what the reftriction on the
free ‘ag_’en'cy”ofj thé jobber would inevitably occa-
fion.==This was" done openly, even. when it was
known, that there were ftatutes which pl‘Ohlblth
it.—Tliey" were generally confidered, though in
force; as not likely to be acted on, and that which
was krown to be- illegal, was fcarcely praéhfed
with' fecrecy, or covertly.—But when' the more
enlighténed - {pirit: of Commercé began to dawn
upon’ the ﬁ_étio’o,~ it ‘was ‘confidered poflible, that
thefé ‘reftraints, though' difrégarded by “the bold,
might: h'zive‘*the effett of reftraining the timid (but
not lefs’ ufeful) members-of ‘the trade, in the free
exércife of 'their’ mduﬁry and capltal —Men of in-
telhgcnce, and: thofe be{’c acquamted thh the true
ptinciplest of *comiierce’ (at that' timie 3 felence in
thc mere ftate of childhood). exerted their influence
~with
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with the legiflature, to procure the: abolition of
thofe. laws, which they confidered ('md juftly) as
tendmg, 1f put in fmce, to the utte1 deftruction of
that commerce, and .of thofe very mtereﬂs they
were meant to uphold and protedt. —This meafurc,
the. refult of found reafoning, was greatly alded in
its. progrefs, by the tranfcendent talents and coms
prehenﬁve mmd of a gentleman * who though
fince dead, has ralfed for. himfelf a monument
< @re perenmus in the grateful aﬁeéhon of the
natlon, by the important {ervices: WhICh he ren-
dered not only to his country, but to the whole of
cwxhzed Europe, in the political wrmngs whxch em-
ployed the few laft years of a life, ufefully tbrough—
out, engaged in the public fervice. ‘This gentleman

“confidered the freedom of tude as the foundatlon of

national profperlty, and thofe re{tn&lons and pro-
hlbmons, which prejudice and vain fear had €en-
gendered in the early periods of its growth, as
fungous excrefcences exhaufting its vital powers,
and effeGtually. and moft banefully checking its
p"ogrefs to maturity.—The nation felt the fenti-
‘ment to be juft, and inftantly repealed the, whole
of thofe adts which had remained on; the Statute
Book, a monument of the poverty. of its prmc1-

ples (though neaxly as a dead letter) ﬁom the time
of Edward VI ——«The gradual mcreafe of the
profoenty of commerce ﬁnee the year 177,4,\lhe
peuod in whxch tlns repeal took place, is.the. beﬁ

";» "Edmund"Burke; reeiid]
pane-
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panegyric on the wifdom: of the meafure. The
preamble of the Bill is particularly worthy of at-.

tention at this time, when the propriety of re-

ftoring. them. to the f{tatute book, has been fug-
gelted from high authority (I think not in the

mament of refleftion), becaufe it thews the fpirit

with which it adopted thofe found and conclufive
principles (and, almoft the very language) of that

great and. luminous charaéter Dr. Adam Smith,

which' were afterwards fubmitted to the world in

~the able:and comprehenfive work of that writer.

It ftated that, < Whereas it hath been found by
experience 5 that. the. reftraints laid by feveral fta-

-tutes upon _thej dealing in Corn, Meal, Flour, Cat-

tle; and other fundry fort of vi€tuals, by preventing
a free trade in the faid commodities, have a ten-
dency. to difcourage the growth and. enbance the
price of the /fame%Which ftatutes if put in execu-
tion would. b;f;'ﬂg great diftrefs on the inhabitants of

‘many. parts of the kingdom, and particularly on

the cities of London and We, ﬂ,ﬂznfter, ‘be it therefore
enatted, &c, &c. SR :
Now is it poﬂible to coneelve a more complete
acknowledgement of error—a more candld and
manly confeffion of the 1mprudent condu& it had

hitherto purfued in preventmg the beneﬁt of a

free trade, and of the eﬁe& which. had been ‘n

econfequence produced in the great diftrefs whxeh

the people had fuﬂ'ered throughout the kmgdom,

‘but efpccmlly m thofe parts, where the freedom of

trade
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trade is eﬂ%:nually nec;:fi'ary, to the dally regular
fupp]y of its mhabltants o
“Are thefe prmcxples then unwxfe and 1mprudent
to be aé’ced upon ‘in ‘the’ year 1800, whlch were
deemed not only falutary, ‘But nece{fary in thé
year 1772P Does  the freedom. of trade requn‘e‘
lefs: proteé‘non *or. encoumgement,‘when the fup-
port of ten’ ‘tillions “of inhabitants look fo it’ for
the’ fupply of thelr wanits- and w1fhes, than when
fix or feven mllhons only debended ‘on ‘its . ald P
Are its prmcxples to be dtfputed at this day,’ when
we have w1tne{Ted the falutary effe&s of then‘ ope-
ratlons in the almoft unhnnted expanﬁdn of that
commerce’ to’ nearly its ‘acmé .of perfeéhon fince
that penod ? Look to’ the’ 1mports ‘and exports ‘of
that year, 'refle@ on the ftate of the mternal trade
in 1772 “and then fay whether the mof’c fangume
could have’ ventured f6 form ‘an’ expe&a—\
tion fo va{’c as that whlch has ‘been reahzed in
that perlod To what 1s it to be attrlbuted, if
16t to ‘the enterprlﬁng fpmt and a&lve mduﬂry of

the merchants, fof’tered by the encouragmcr hand"

of” legiﬂat\ve prote&lon, ‘and by the abohtlon of:
thofe" ﬂatutes, whlch had Intherto reftralned men
from the open employrnent of thetr capttal and
mdu{’try in that ‘manner, which, whillt” it accords;
with their views and mchn,attons, is bef’c calculated
to’ prornote,fthe real 1ntereft":‘of om" erce and to,
cafry it to its utmoﬂ {’ta, ﬂ | ‘
From this moment thé trade aid that
LR S exten-
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extenfively, which before they had done covertly
and partlally It was not pecultar to an 1nd1v1dua1

or an houfe, it was the univerfal pra&lce of the
trade.” Is 1t poﬂible to beheve that thefe men’ xma-_
: ' re doing Wrong, ‘when the legtﬂature

ijenly acknowledged the 1mpohcy and mif-
ch f of the reﬁramt lt had formelly nnpofed upon

them? Could the man who, hawng bought a par-.

cel of corn, more than h{lS occafion requlred (or

tempted by prlce 1f you w1ll) dlfpofed on’ ‘the i in- :

ﬁant of_ part of it, hot fecretly, but in an open
t vm the face of the world thmk that

when 1t Was wntten on the hlgheﬂ: record of the

natxon, that his former prohibitions. had been ’
*found(by experzenre an oifence agalnﬂ: pubhc mte-

ge or endureL—-Are thefe dealers then to be

'told, in_ aniiwer to thls cogent and powerful rea-

fonlng———‘f It is true, the legtﬂature ‘has repealed
the ftatutes agaln{t foreﬁalhng, engroﬁing and re-

theﬁs)ﬂbut »n'oththﬁandmg thls, 1f you adopt 1ts'

AN ] "-'M VITEARY

,\fenttments 'and a& upon the prmclples wlnch 1t

pumfh you.’,,,_

LN FE N ;
Of what advantage then, .was 1t to abohfh thlS_,‘
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lemmty by open undlfgmfed ~avowal:of -error and
contrition.: Iknow it will be {'ald that the legrf-
lature could not- abohih w1t11 the {’tatutes, the pro-
vxﬁons of the common lawf, ""/’.but were ;gthere no
means- 1t could have taken to prote “thofe. who
mlght fuﬂ'er from 1ts perfecunonsP It lt dld not,
what a mockzer,y of bounty did “it: prefent whatu
folemn but contempttble farce was it aéting’ before'
the pubhc. OF. what; ufe  was:: t:lns vaunted""'rtvi-
lege, granted in. the: fulnefs of its] generoﬁty, an
Whlch ‘was  to prote& the. trade ifrom ‘@l s further "
profecutions, mformattons, 1ndt&ments, or fults fot‘
the inflicting of ail iy pumﬂamem‘ or! recovery oa any fine;
penalty,  &c.. any Jaw, Ratute or ufage to the con=~
trary notw1th{’tandmg,” éxcept to entrap’ hlm mto
gutlt ‘and to’ trtck him into- pum{hment In 'vam
can you:ifay, that the: repeal of sthe ﬁatutt |
wis meant tor take away the penalty———lt fays more,‘
it fpeaks ‘much- ﬂ:ronger language, yet - if the c0m~
mon law" was to- have: its: .operations, it Would not
even proteét himfo far ; for. though the exa& P 'v
nalty there inflicted could ‘not be recovered'
one w111 venture to fay, that on a- verdl& of
guxlty under an’ mdxé’tment at the common Iaw,”
the: fentence tnay not be fine and 1mpr1fonment )
So that you have merely changed the word,. and’
he s fhill fub]e&ed as before to. the fame’ a&ualf
pum{hment o ,
T declare. to God that ﬁnce:I > read k
tnal-—-—ﬁnce 1 have obferved  the - favourcd'ﬂfpxrlt:
S 2 - - of
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of perfecutlon Hfalking -abroady featterinig. about
its- ‘Veriom’ on” ﬁhe heads'iof guiltlefs individuals,
and: poxfomng in its fatal prOgrefs the:very fources,

from which! fprmg all the. energies: of trade, I have

more ttembled formy countrj«-I'have had greater
apprehenﬁons for-its fafety,” than': durmg all 'that
perlod ‘of:: pohtlcal ‘convulfion, - when!in‘common
with' ‘the reft .of - Europe it''was -attacked by the
abfurd” but’ {pecious: -philsfophy of the nghts of
Man,\ with*“all *the farrago: /o ‘tionfenfe -

ported at''that - time .int¢’ the: ‘country; in” the
¢ Gipfy ‘Jargon® ‘of . thelate: French’ School—
I have felt my mind:more. agltated ‘more! Worked
up- mto a. refentment, :which: (however Wa.rm my
mind:ahd-temper-naturally' ‘may be)'isnot.I truft

s ufual cl‘i'araéfér; -wher L:have refle€ted on: this
!mon&rous and ' ciuel.: ufage of ‘men, wiho . whilfb.

kt{heyf are, Contrlbutmg to‘the  wealth: and ;profperity

o their. country, are" fubjeéted. ‘to.!'perfecations,
‘ythc ‘prominent feature of: avbwnamy government,
and forming 'the firong: contraftcto; thof¢' mild, and

juft principles on which: the liberties of Englith-

‘mert ate founded. -+ et any ‘man- have afked: Mr.
‘Ru{by previous: ‘to his trial (God knows: the poor
man has heard and: fele enough-of it fince) ‘what
'vthe common law. meant——wou]d he, or nmeteen out
of | twenty of hib: trade: h\ave been' able'to tell you 2
'1Or would he" have glven you credit,.if ‘yod had

im, o1 ‘Lmdeed could he. have believed it POf"

‘ﬁble, When.: the ]eglﬁatme fays to.him, ¢ Go-on,

according
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according to your -will.and pleafure—hénceforth

exercife unconftrained liberty:in, your. dealings for

the benefit.of the public,: which has, been: mjmed

by the former. reftraints, thatin.its folly and i 1gno~

rance-of’ its true: interefls. At lmpofed upon. you,”’
that: fome,mcomprehenﬁble, unknown; undefined,
but fuperior .power is lurkingin.fecret. to watch
his motions, and .to .punifh with the extremeﬁ: ‘
rigour thofe a&ts. which ‘have the open | fan&xon of
legiflative approbatwn, and which. have: been, pro-
claimed aloud, by the omnipotent voice of . Par-
liament, to be the only genuine: and true fources

of:national profperity - and commercial. greatnefs.

. Taking.this fubje& in all its bearings on the:cha-
ra&er, confiftency and- Juﬁlce of the, country, \a,n,d,

' the important confequences conne&ed . with, it—

the ample difcuffion of it would take a pamphlet
ofitfelf—T refrain therefore from further difcuf-

~fion of it, and haften to the cafe of Ru{by, as the

“only inftance. we. have lately known of the, exelcifc :
of this right- of the common. law, as. to the corn:
tradesi ' . . o T 4 IR
suAfter what T have faxd there is. no ground for
afﬁxmg -a.criminal lmputatlon on the defendant:-—
“according:to the maxim: ¢ Adtus. non facit reum,,
nifi.mens fit rea,? > however he ‘may fuﬁ'er the pu~

_ nifhment:of a; crrmmal he Was guxlty of no, crime

in a ‘moral; fenfe. . Indeed thxs was not attempted
to-be : mamtamedwbut let s fee. whether he was:

guxlty of the 4d, lavmg .the. crxmmal mtentlon
e ' out
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out-of the matter.. . What is the charge? that of
regrating—The muft to-do this, both buy and fell- *

onea&is not' fufficient—but ‘he did not-nor
could he be perfuaded fo to do—the a&t of fclhng
was the a& of another. perfon, who, though a part-
ner;"alted not ornly without the _confent, butin
dire&” oppoﬁtlon to the will of - the defcndant—
how ‘then was he guilty of -the a& as: lazd in tba
indiclment 2 He was certainly not. -

“But-Fram®'well aware that in - fupportmg'thlsh

ifertxon, I muft neceflarily - have' to combatthe
law which' was lald down ‘on ‘that occafion)’ as to
the: habxhty of ‘one partner for the a& of another;
Tt ‘may be prefumption to difpute’the foundnefs: of
the law, when:I confider by ‘whom it is laid down;
but I-do*refift it. I can never bring’ my mind to
adimity ‘that “the " partnerfhip: account * extends ‘ta’
guilt--What (as- was ‘properly put by the defens
dant’s: counfel) 'if one: partner forges a.bill, are
therreft:liable?  If one partiier obtains. ‘money ‘un=
der falfe pretences in-a fwindling: tranfadtion, are
the “others “involved in' the guilt or punifhment?
Evenin the cafe of a'civil i injury, as a 'trefpafs by
one' partner, are the reft anfwerable ? T will Gori~
cede that'generally’ fpeaking, any aét done. by otie’
partner for the mutual benefit of the partnerfhlp,
involves them all“in its ‘conifequences, but then i¢
muft-not ‘be'alcriminal adt; T will even allow that a
mifdétidanot éf'the natute of that in quefhon imight
havc?fubjt:é‘ted ‘the’ whole” ‘patrtnérfhip’ to- pumfh-(

ment,
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ment, though the aét was only committed by one 3
but then, they: muft have. been all privy, ..or cons
fenting; to thc tranfa&ion—or ;at leaft not: dxiTcnt-
mg T AR ORI

I muft mot, be told c that 1f the trgmfaé‘txon was
a, common one, not to- bc dlﬁmcrulihcd from many,
othcrs which preceded it, that was-fufficient to
imply ,cqnfg:nt,.f . .So.I  acknowledge: it: _might,

if there was no actual diflent.. ‘As well may:you
fay; that if two -houfébre_akars {et out -according
to their ufual..cuftom, with a view . of: breaking:
open an houfe, each carrying. part' of.the. inftru~

LT "53;'; TR R "-"‘“:‘ii'w

- ments ncceﬂary for the purpofe—they. commence

together. their ‘operations, -but:..before the atual
burglary is: committed, even when it:had. been in
part accomplifhed by both, a quarrel arifes. as tor

further. proceedings—one  man- obftinate. to go no:
farthcr, the other to go-on—it ends.in.{feparation ;.

one retires to a diftance beyond the poffibility..of

a{ﬁﬁance firft exprefling his diffent to and difclaim--
ing, all further ‘concern in the tranfadtion, On the
Teturn; of his comrade, he refufes too to take.any -
part of the {fpoils, obtained by an-act done againft.
his confent———wxll you fay that both are gmlty of the
burglary? and: yet all the difference- between this.
and former tranfaé‘uons, was, that fettmg out with

refufcs hlS confent to the completxon of thc prolc&,;

(nh . matter, for. what reafon,): Exa&ly fimilar-is;

thlS‘ Cafc the mcn commence their- opcrat;ons wuh
i the
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~dirt’ into: the highway 1. am. 1nd1&ablc”~—-the mcré
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the. fame intent;. that of the uniform. courfe of, thei

trade, but.in.the!progrefs: to that.aét wlnch confh-
tutes the criminal, part,, they. quarrcl and ong, man
enters;; hls pxoteft agamﬁ and wipes his hand S of

¥

thh all hxs{power 2 Surely not

A cafe was: faid:to: havc been cxteél by thc noble

}udgc, froin: Lord Raymond’s rcports, to conﬁrm :

the do@ring, of the liability .of one; partncr for the .

attiof :another, by. analogy to; that of a, maﬁer for f
the ad& of his- fervant,;,. I. have . lookcd Wlth care

over thofeireports, but I ﬁnd no. fuch cafe.,_‘ 1find,
nothing about.a builder and his. fervant———é Ap:ircc.l ,:
of rubbifh-+-a.coach and:no hght——and the cataﬁro- |
phe of the over-turn, allfo gravely . and mmutely

put by the fhort-hand writer into the mouth of the. )
judge. -L.canfind, it is true; the. cafc of '1urberv1lc |
and : Stamne, which was. an. azflzon upwz tbe mﬁ:
grounded . ppon cy yhoms . againft the maﬁer, for the
negligent-a& of the fervantin burning aﬁeld of the
plaintiff s heath—in this civil a&ion the Lord Chief
jufhce Holt is. made.to fay, ¢ If my. fervant tfirow

di¢tum of a judge, by way of ill ufhatmg an. argu..
ment—-it:is-no. cale.. 'With allthe refpc& I enter-
tain: for that great judge, (I {hould be fony_’ to‘fub-
{cribei toothis; diGum .as; Jowi.... 1, :
atual'cafe come. beforc him, he 'Would ti t have""
thought it ﬁt one to--go to the. jury,as mvéivmg
Sl the

(. 14av Y
it walterin:the crimiial part:of  the tranfattion,
if thé maftér could prove: that the act! wis: donefin
h1s abfehcb dand after-a {’crl&*charge,lbcforc he léft
his* Hotife, to thé:contrary. A5 do not fay- thatithe:
do&rine of ¢ refpondent fuperlor” is fiot a veryfalu=
tiry one; for' the’ geﬁcml intetefts of Tociety;. and
&'eriminal i a& of'*my 'fervant, <By- whichianother-
 fulding 4l mjury, oy (it willi not“always) form
- the ground work of a clvil iackion. againft- me. Juft
fo"as “to ithé' cafd Tuppofed.s :The ' owner of «this
céﬁch M”Vet‘turned fors wdiitof lighit, in corifer
quéce-of tﬁy‘ fervant throwing the” .rubbith; into
thc“ﬁrcet, PRight Have a’¢ivil altion againft me'for
the “lofs g *hat fuftaitéd by the ncgllgcncmof :
my fefvant 3/ 6t if ‘he could prove that my fervant
did the 4& in’ quéﬁlon; with a  wilful intention to
d() him-an’ 1hjury, ‘he “might: indi& Bim—he could
not mdldz ey o4t leaft if he didy the judge muft
téll ‘the jury, that fo far from my belng guilty or -
ccc{Tary to the erime; it -Was not in my: power:to -
_ preVent it but that T-did allj whicH; under the ¢ir-
chx’nﬁances, I'could ‘do, to avoid it. ‘What jury -
would find te guilty? I think none could- be found
to'do fo»—I ﬁ{buld thmk myfelf vcry har{hly ufed
if they did.” SRR LS ] Gyl
- Now let us’ conﬁder what was pxoved in ithe -
cafe of Ru{by “Wis & not :proved to have coms
pletcl'y “and’ fméerely refifted ‘the'adtifor- which
the mdt&ment “was’ laid: - did- hevever-give: his
a{’fcnt to, ot take any part in.it 2 dxd e receive
~ T .. . . o@ny
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“with. - But: the wrtneﬂ'es who We
port . of his'innocence;are: not credited by the Judge, ’
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any fublequent advantage from it, either diredily, ot
-How- then,

indire&ly:2=-No, ‘quite the: contrary. .,
isi e guilty ofa criminal aét?—how then can he be
made;the: fub_]et’;t of aicriminal mdt&ment much lefs
of: cony/xﬁ’ Tome: § s T gy iy

{ T 4ppears’ Trdeed that he was, conv1é’ted by op«
pofing..inferénce;to proof;.: by mferrmg from. his
condu& in- former fimilar: cafes,-the. commtﬁion of.

an.offence in this, which he ‘was. proved not, to. have }

been’ gmlty of; .ot to have: had his., .ufual ,concern
“; »bropght in; fup

and their : teﬂ:tmony goes : with1 ﬁrong impeach-
‘ment to the jury.=-Certainly if wthqy‘.ayvere b{e’heye_@
to"be»‘guilty of grofs and wilful: perjury, no Aw'on~
derat the: verdict. It could have . begn no other ;
but let:us examiine whether thefe. men’ deferve thxs
imputation on: their character, - whether thelr teftt-

mony. has been fuch asito; warrant us,in; behevxng’

(f"

that.they have perjured themfelves. ERe L

T well' know that;) foriobyious ; reafons, the moﬂ:
candid and open teftlmony of partners, in favour ot
each othier, goes to; a.jury, with fome, ﬂlade of fuf-—
picion.. But of 1tfelf it;-ought not to go w1th more
than this, and if fuch te{hmony 1s corroborated by
other evidence, the fufpu:ton is; removed and there
is no ground. for - entertammg it 'an mﬁ:ant.»—Now

let us lhortly examine what paffed on this, occaﬁon,l ‘

‘. Thomas Smxth one of the partners, fwears that

| the refale, of the oats hought by Ruiby was. his
'whole and fole aé‘t—-—ﬁeadtly and repeatly oppofed

by
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by Rufby;-and the tranfaltion as well as the benefit
‘of *it (though: conﬁderable) cntlrely difclatiived: by

Rufby-*fo completely {o;" that" the - orrgmal entry
made as - ‘ufual on’ the partner{hlp “account” was
exchanged in tne I“a&ors book, to that'of "Thomas
Smith ‘only. " S B R ERERS

thham Smtth the other’ partner, conﬁrms this
evxdEnce in“every- materml crrcumf’tance 3 he de-
fcrlbes the tranfa&ton, as’ Thomas Smtth had’ done,
the a]tercatlon that enfued; and the confequent ‘de-

‘termmatton of Thorms ‘Smith; o take them | upon

his-bwn’ account ;‘and ‘he- add'sf’ that~ “the’ threat of
profecutlon was long fubfequent to tlus determl-
nation, T o R

Now if the cafe ftood thus, 18 there 'my doubt

: upon it? Is there not that conﬁ{’tency which entttles
«1t ‘to” credlt, and Whlch ought to- cot‘mtera& any
,fufpxcron artﬁng from partnerfhtp alone™

have the corroboratmg teﬁlmony to the’ truth of_
the material part of the' tranfaéhon from ‘another
ev1dence—What does Mr. Nattrafs the Fa&or
fay R ol AN R R

He fays, “that he fold the oats, for the houfe of
‘Smiith,’ Ru{by and Co. that he knows not Who
brought the fample ; “that it ‘was very ltkely it wis
Rufby, but of this he has no recolle&lon. “For’ they”
had fo many famp!esbtought to thelr {tahd that 1t‘

RIS TR EINE W,I .

that the orlgmal entry' in hlsbook 'to "ithe account

of Smith, Ru{by and Co. was altered (and ‘this ap~
T2 peared

[
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peared: on produdtion:.of the.-book). for that of
.Thoniag"Smith,only, at his defire, and that this: was
- done:losip before :be: heard qf this profecwzo;ﬁ and ﬁm/z
gﬂertbef(z!e.w pand ol e oy Vi ey

o~ Now with' thls corroboratlon of thc evxdencc of
t-hc.A jpartrers, what ‘grounds were ‘there ,fgp,fup_»,
pofingythat-the jury-had not- heard: the  truth?—

- Why;: this-laft evidence could-not: fpeak: pofitively

enonghito-entitle him'itorcredity and the firft witnefs

‘7(foriby ithe ‘byejno one attempts .to impeach the
teftimony: of -\ William Smith, --and his -evidence
. ~alone:would have; acquitted Ruiby) has. fpokcq too
: 5poﬁt1vely to be believeds . There is:too much cer-
~tainty.in -one cafe: and too httlc in the other»——Let
“us.fee how this.is'made out.. - SRR

-+ In the:cafe of: Mr. Nattrafs it is faxd € he has not
: fpokcn with! ' more: than belief 3 he. ha.s expreffcd a
~.confiderable doubt of - the. exaét - czrcum{tances of
- '3 tranfadion (not ch{hngudhed from thoufands of
othcrs -which have fince pafled through his. hands)
whlch he muﬂa rcmcmbcr»—-Is it poﬁible he. {hould

. not-have known who gave him the fample bag ? P
.- Has:either the noble:lord, who prefided on the

f;bench, or:any. of the counfc] who condué‘ted the
-=;-;iprof€cutlon, ever been on.a. markct day at ghe Corn

Eiphange ?.if he has, and has w1tncifcd the hurry,
fuﬁon; and ,‘nmfe at: that placc, he. will only

tlculats of & comm n:_tranfa&xoﬁ,e@r even: at a week’s
| -‘-__Gn,d,,

: the: fa&ors remember any. thmg, not
'g;;f;that thcy forgct at thc cnd of i gbt mom‘bs, the: par-

-~ not fwear who -brought the : fample #~-and Mr.
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- end, are. not enabled to-tell you, which of a part-
nerfhip adtually detivered to.them the:bag in which
the fample was: You' would. put-moftfaétors to.

their wits end,b to afk them to relate.to, ‘you:at the

end of the day all:the:-minute particulars-of-every
, f:ba-rgainfwhith:-paffcd -in- the ‘courfe . of /ity : fuch’ as
- who brought the fample=—what inftruétions (except
“-in ‘mainparticulars) - were: given at.the time++hew
_.many. perfons:. looked : at the. fample—what, they
~each faid on it; &eci &e.o And yet this man’stefli-

.mony is to be received with caution;. becdufe at
the end: of thisilong fpace of time, hei cannot:{wear
‘to,’a circumftance .as 'inﬁgﬁiﬁ‘cant“aargd unimportant
rzt the time,.as any one of'thofe I have mentioned.
‘What did it fignify to:-Nattrafls. and:Preft, who

“brought the corn to:them ?—they were:to fell it as

Faétors, for the houfe of Smith,: Rufby and Co.—

they-could -have attached no:importance to. the cir-

cumftance—they might have remembered. it; but

it 'was not. ueceffary they fhould—it was: very 1m-

probable they. could have fworntoiits:

© But there are two circumflances, which clear up

- the matter. both’ as’ to the evidence of:Nattrafs,
~ and: the innocence of ‘Ruthy, beyond all'doubt in -

- my- mind.~Mr, Nattrafs fays; that he really could

~+:’THomas Smith tells yous that ie deliverediitto Mr.
“: Preflyi not: torMric Nattrafs=-and that he'does not
- knlow: whether;MreNattrals was'even prefent when

<“he «deliveredsthe fample to, Mr. Breft.o: i

This
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~.This ‘certainly reconciles; -becaufe it ‘accounts

for, ‘the doubt, exprefled by ‘Mr.7 Nattrafs ds-to

the party. who: delivered the fample—:the shand

‘which-delivered:it,  he; did not (for he.could not)
recolleét It might have: been Rufby a5 Wwell-as
any. one.elfe=—but"in: fad it was:not—he might
however.very naturally confufe the period:in which.
he:faw the fample firlt ‘on his ftand, with- that of:
the: original~»d'eliver)r'b'y Smith‘tb’P’re& —So much
for the: want of poﬁuvencfs in the tcfhmony of thxs"

' w1tnefs.: sife s gbe

e hardly thmk 1t »neccﬂ'ary to obfervc on: the ad-‘
vantage -attemptediito:be taken~ from his" having-
called.an iextract. from his book a copy.: It ‘drew
forth.a.-fevere- admonition:- and : reproof, - and " of
courle: I i'upp_(_,)'fc ;it deferved: one i3--after ‘this; one:
can fay:nothing: upon-it.-~The mifnomer did not’

weigh.a grain, -as::to the real merits,’ however
much-hasbeen attempted tobe -made-of it .

- .:And: now 'we have done with the too little: pofi~
tivenefs .of one witnefs 5 let us ‘confider that of the
other; ‘which was thought too great: < Fe fwvearsis -
to:the:total innocence of Rutby—to the ‘quatrel iri -
_confequence of the tranfa@ion=<and tho’ ‘his  bro=:
thexﬁ:';’cqhﬁrms ithe falls, yet it is-too much foreredit =
—the man-has.acted with exalted friendfhip, butite:
it he-has facrificed the ¢ laws: of God and: Man??=s’
it:requires aniuinaccountable degree of: cr edulity to©
. believe him,and in:his-withito- exculpite: his friend:
- € hc has violated: that regard: to truth iwhich uas

der
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der the folemnity of ‘an’ oath no fncndﬂnpa-—no
motives can excufe:” . oy g b it

..«] have given this fub]c& much: attention;- and I
cannot« find a particle of imputationjultly fixed on
the iteftimony Smith- kias given==it is -confiftent
throughout ~Nor is much ftrefs:t6 belaid on the
manner: in which: he"gave his! evidence: < Féwas
(to his eredit be it fpoken) as' much: out «of‘ his
element. in a Court’ of Juftice, as: thc counfel
w‘gu].d_,h?._v.e, fbe,en. out 1kof .theirs at;the 'Corn - Ex-

change.—~Coming sinto  Court, with the expreéfs

but honourable intent tofpeak the truth—to’excul»
pate an innocent man;..even at the:probable hazard
of furnifhing materials for his- own conviétion, he
would.. naturally feel: fomewhat more’ embarraﬁ"cd

‘than a well-taught evidence, or an old pra&itioner
~ would be. -.Nor would that embarrafimernit. be
- leflened, by. the frcquent admonitions--addrefled

to him on one fide—which' he might conftrue into
threats,; or from’ the,ﬁrepye»t;:tlon,pf - queftions’ ‘on
the other, - which he knew not how'to:anfwer,

without fubje@ing himfelf to future:profecution; al-

'tcrnately aflured of - prote&xon, :and. alternately

threatened with pumfhment——-encouraged toj cir-
cumfpetion in his anfwers; yet:branded with im-
putations, . when. he exercifed ‘the - privilege—in-
formed. that - his - evidenéeW’Ould be: "Vt'éike‘h"v’dbwﬁ,
and yet- interrogated ds to' points which; flf 16 had
anfwered. with:truth; would(without’any. real guﬂt) :
have, fu maﬂa,cd ‘his ceriemies with”thofe miaterials
. ' ' - for

e b O :
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for an mdt&ment which they were feekmg for

arifes in my thd ot thts fllbjﬁ& Thc trcatm nt

which~ WItneﬁ'cs fometlmes reccxve m Court (and
mdeed too frequent]y) is a’ fub_)c& of no htile iffi-

port to-the interefts oft pubhc Ju(hce It is' a I'ubh '
je&«howéver fo irery dehcatc, that i€ T hdd? time, '

I{liould hot be inélitied to difctls it at thxs momént,
‘Let mé: hoWcht be permltted to- aﬂ: the Counfcl

“who'conduéted this’ profccutxon, ‘on what prmaplé
of’ cantiour, of ]u{tlce, ‘of ‘even of" common ‘hal

mahity, the fo]lowmg queﬁlon could be put té

this: WItnefs, or thc mfcrencc drawn from 1t. Whlch ’

followed. - ,
' Gounfel.-—Have not you yaurﬁ/f, re fold in thb
market, on the fame day you bought xt com at

iy

*WItﬁcfs.—J do not chufc to aancr that qucf-

to?

jnfc;rcncm

T e A —o o,
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to? You put-g que{hon to hlm’“—lf h;: anfngs g

the affirmatiye,. you have inffant grounds fo, pro-
fccgnonmlf hc c,lanms the. prml¢gc of vﬁ]gncc,g

whxch he is not only entltlcd to, but whxch you -
ha,vc exhortcd h;m to do, lt ;s ;nferrgd thg ifhe
had not been deterred: by perfonal apprchgnﬁons,__

he would have: faid - yes. What. man_ fo; treated

qould have left the Court, undcr thc cnrgum&anccgj, E

in. which- Smith ftood, without an ;mputatmn on
hls charaé’cer and condu& P S '

In vam may you talk of thc m:hoiﬁbxhty of‘

hc is. an unw:llmg Wxtnefs, and a great dcal more ,
whlch st ufually advanced in Juﬁxﬁcation ,——-thl&
means, nmc; ftimes, out Qf tens. that, you have : aty
t¢mptcd to. confgfc hlm, ‘but that.\you: hgve, nqt \

fucceaded ; that -yau.cannot get him: to fay-whatyou

with (and wh;ch if: he dkd ‘he. ,wgnld) Pﬁfjur@ hlm',:-‘v
felf ). that he is:the. man on whofe cvndcnec thq cafe

turns, and that it cannot. be eﬂabl;fhed, if hxs cr¢-v.
ibility is - 0ot 1mpcachcd cxther dxrz&ly, Qr by

The. Counfél tho condu&ed thls trxal fce,m, 1f‘

.thcy have ‘not; a&cd w;th the: cxtreme of qaudo:,
.yct to. have managed it wjth. much fkill.- - I am.
‘quxte fatxsﬁc;d that this quci’uon (which eould:by
1o means affett the then profecutxo' of'Ruiby)
-with the ﬁycfs afterwards lald upo';;
.,'tl;c conviction,  The man wasin, fa&; found guilﬁy, ~
“not for the oﬂ”encc allcdged whicli it was proved,

U ~ he

fioned

b
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le -did wor ' commit, but for- theé many-offences and
enormous’ - profits, which"fromthe: filerice of Liis
partncr, he was 1 ﬂrrea’ to! havc made in’ former

' ln&ancgs., a ] ',ﬁ'}- el el BN ;~‘.A »;.}f’x,

2T cannot:refrain from juft noticmg this chargc of
immenfe’ “profits; -which naturally’ ‘would ‘betefta-
blithed if' the man had anfwered’ Yes to the quef

tiony " Ifrhies had '}aﬁfwéred«? in the affirmative, T

dare fay he: would have {poken the  truth. i 'Why;:
you will fay; this is at the rate of 12} per cent. for
one day; - or:perhaps for one Tiour. ©Very'true it is
+—:and-sall:the reply I fhall ‘make to**the*«-aﬁjoni:fh-‘
ment éxcited-by ran acknowledgment: of: this’im-=
menfe:profit;’ zs,'tbgzt ihis-wery boufe gf: Smith, Rufby,
and Goi loaw fold. woithin thefe.laft: foir: mom‘b&, aCargo
of:Oasssi: on-awbich they actually loft-1205. <per quartery

four times the'amdunt, of ‘this prkoﬁt @rip “Ear-

‘riotadd; by cdﬁitﬁeht‘, to the : fordeof this anfwer
“tio‘all"the nénfenfe on’ the: hcad of proﬁt whlch
-thigt tiial gave eircalation touiss 3o Lo A

i The: replytof the ' Counfel” for the" profecutlon,

~and the addrefs of the ]udge, would forni“the fub-
Yje&-ofi much obfervation and” crxtlcxfm——but as 1
aver Tittle: iriclination'to furtheréagntate my' mitide-
ot fo run-the rifk of v1olatmg that ‘refpedt I really

“yehitétain forithe a&ors int this partg of e feere,
(TfRalt difmifs:

el briefly: obfervmg, ‘that - the
Topitiiony did: languége of “thie” Counfel ‘anid’ the
{Judgefwhether inifeference o thelaw or policy
,df the immediate - fubjeé‘: ‘or taking ‘the wider
Sil o range

pu
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range. of . general, prmcxples,mmeet my atter, diflike.
and unquahﬁcd oppoﬁtlon. ORI S DRSSPI

.. I:cannot:perceive, in them. that candor or- good
f_cnfe., which I:fhould havecxpc&ed in their -ap-
plication, toithe, cafe, whillt 1t is. impoflible;1 can
ﬂ‘;‘ut,my‘; ‘eyes-to -that. great. and. manifeft:-danger,.
which confidered as general p:rfincj;pl;es,,’ muft attend
their- promulgation, and which, if orice univerfally;.
or. even generally, recognized and acted -uponi;.
would rtdtal‘ly.; demolifh that valuable fabrick:. of
Commercial ‘Wealth and : Profperity, which has
been. "e_rc&ed;}:,undcr' the' foftering aufpices..of a
prote€ting -and once difcerning public,ﬂbythe‘aCs
tive and. cnterpnﬁng fpirit of individuals.- i

1 declare; -that I know. nothing; of the: man who
was the object of this profecution. (I had nearly faid
pcrfccutlon)., I know:a little perfonally of. the wit-

nefs:Mr. Thomas Smith, but I have never {poken

to him, fince the trial which I have been difcufling.
I have, however, taken much pains finceIiread.it,
to.learn the character, -and ufual habits of: trade of
this-houfe..  The refult of my enquiries has been
much. in their favor—they are:reprefented to:me
as.harmlefs, - inoffenfive chara&ers—though exten-
five; in :their .concerns, yet fair and imoderate. in

their dealings. - Though trading, largely.;as- Job-

bers, .yet rarely given: to. {peculation;: and lefs;fre-
qucnt ﬂill to régmlz'ng ~In ﬁne, as men wholly un-

,,,,,

U 2. .md
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aud confidered by’thefe who'know: tlier -as harI'hly'

- tfcatﬁd: and- opprcﬁ'ed individuwalss o o0 s
‘i Theeffect: of this+ profecdtxoﬁ ‘to Rufby has’ bcen

i md ferious. - The papers have itfortned v “of

- thie dembolition - of his ‘houfe; ard of the deliberate

" planilaid for “feizing hig'perfoni -Can ‘we' doubt

“othat thistiali and” 'what pafled on thit Gecafion,

"l the dch&mg po&, to' guxdc the hand- of pub»-‘

i vcngeance to 4 fitvi&im? " Held up by a
- Court of s Juftice a5 4+ dclmqucnt of ‘the blackeft
" hue, 'the excefles ‘of the ‘mob* fought and ‘found

& fhelter ander the’ fan@ion of ‘that which paﬁ'ed |

(, ‘153 )

......

tcnd it. An unwxllmgnefs to dzfobhgc a partlculat
faftor, was the reafon -afligned; - and:the true oné,

~.why he. would have no. concern in-a .Atranfa&.mn;
- .which at. another. time, he would very.gladly have
- fhared. in—his unwillingnefs, to: do-what appedred

‘to him irregular, and the .warmth.which: xmght

‘-;be engendered. in. reﬁﬂ:mg the contrary opinioh. of

‘Snmh, induced : him.: (pcrhaps in. a- fiv..of - pique

- which he might afterwards repent;ithough too lte)

. to throw the bargain upon his: partner. :He could

elaithy no merit.from his'condu&, he. only:was not

-oh. that. 6ceafion; and from the little T kniow of , ~-g«51.11t¥ of .the a&- /aid -in -thé ”iﬂdiﬁfl’???_ifﬁé‘fﬁdi;thﬁfi
~ thofe: perfons, who were: 1n any dcgrce /acccﬁ'ary to ’ : iS all I contcnd’fo ; NCVCYth’CleS, if h"c had'}omed
,that Vﬁrdl&,‘ 1o wxll ‘noe pay their: feclmgs Toill a - ] m thC ‘tranfaéhon, hC could havc defervcd ne: im*

e
e
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- compliment, -as t6 believe 'they ‘would have’ €n-
:txrely ‘preferved their ferenity, if the detiolition
- of this ‘man’s  houfe' had been followed by the
murder of the owner—a cataﬁrophe pcrhaps only

: avoxded by-his flight at the moment ! .
- After all which I have faid on this extraordinary
!tual ds ‘to: the failire of > proof agam& Ru{by—w
- afterithe: opmﬂm that I am-frée - to’ give, that'the

* verdi€ was not only agam& ithe * weighttofévi-

' .:dence, sbutiin ‘the Very teethiofit, -and thcreforc,
~that'he dught-to be dcquitted yet I would hot

- have mysteaders. 1magme, though ‘He--was: ﬁm&ly '

- and legally ifnocent»6f this particular traifa&ion,
that I thean ito’ coitend “that ‘there was any' caule,
‘better than chance to -be ‘afligned: for it by bis

warmeft

- putation: in..an ‘immoral ‘view—he knew not that
_he: was_doing wrong—-he -did-what-.every :one-in
‘his own. trade, and-in every other, have dene,‘and

-~ are-doing hoturly, and which- in no degree is;any

hardfhip to' the public.. -If . & 'metchant: buys an
-100-liogtheads of fugdr,-.or. of tobacco, will he not

: difpofe of it on the.fame day,.if he:can get a pro-

“fit.by it? . The ‘moft., confcientious. merchant ; ot
-the -Royal Exchange: has done fo, ,The price:-of
~courfle to thie public; if: they mast have it intheir
-tafn,-is fomewhat raifed, that 184 Af .the:man. who

“beught.i ity has ajuft not' n:of: the feardity of the
ratticles - If - he dhouldk ;.;;mif’:aken,a;;__t}}gz p,u,bhc
wills pcrhaps have it? chcapcr than heobtained it

hunfelf -and he will.be a confiderable lofer by

the
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the fpeculation..” If: it turns out. that-he is.right;
it does: not: follow;. that the great. profit: he obtains
1s-an:unreafonable charge-on the public,: or»that
they:: pay- more:than: they oughtfor . it.

and it:has only found its level of price, which; there
is no: reafon to fuppofe it would not have done; .if
it had ' remained -in the firft merchant’s hands,
except: weware: to fuppofeshima fool.: + i |0
:The: fame: reafoning. applies to. the ‘regrating of
the jobber ;. for there can be. ..no_.dxifcrcncc.arl,ﬁng
from the word. market, whilft he.has done: nothing
immoral in:the aé& of . regrating—he has .done no
injury to:.thé ‘country by it<-he  has. received: no
more:than the worth of the. article.in:a relative
proportion: to the demand. . If after his purchafe,
the .market had been loaded, and he had bought
more than he wanted, with a view of felling. part of
it:again, he muft cither have kept it at a probable
difadvantage, or have fold it at a lofs inftead .of a
‘gain’ “his fpeculation in fuch cafe, would have
increafed the. cheapnefs, becaufe. it increafed the

fupply, and the publxc would have : been bcneﬁtcd

for- it

- But", 1have oW done thh thxs man, and hlS .
hard rcafe. Before,: however; 1. quit the  fubjeét

-altogether, permit me moft:folemnly-to, difavow the

flighteft intention in;anylanguage I'may have ufed,

or opinions which I:have: given.onithe; fubje&. of

thc above trial, or in any other. part of this. pam=-.
phlet,

~+Viewing.
it-according to the fearcity, he bought it.too cheédp,

“and valuable mtercﬁs of fociety.
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phlet, to leflen the refpe& which’ thc country
juftly entertain for: the’ great talents’ and virtue, of
the noble and learned Lord, who preﬁded onthe
above occafion.  “Whatever may be my. pcxfu‘lﬁon
of “the mifchief that many of his opinions have
done to focxety, however I may have felt the ef-
fe&s ‘of them in my own perfon, I truft T am
abovc the littlenefs of  fecling. refentment for i in-
Jurxes I have 1ccewcd from thofe, who. whxlﬁ they
were- mﬂt&mg them, conﬁdered themfelves as ‘con-
‘There is no
man in the ‘country wlio is more mchncd than my—
felf to do Juﬁ:lce to the purlty of thofc motlvcs,
which havc on all occaﬁons mﬂucnced the conduét
of "this noble Lord in the hxgh ﬁtuatxon he fills.
T bchevc a morc honourablc and vxrtuouﬂy dlrc&ed
mmd never occuplcd that augu[’c feat, mor one
‘more mtenfe]y anxious to promote all the great
If T doubt. the
efﬁcacy of the eans emp\oyed I am not thc lefs
mfenﬁble to dle worth of the mind whlch has fug~
ge{‘ced ‘them. I‘hmkmg as I do, that his. great
‘and - aéhvc mmd has taken" a bcnt, and - direction,
very anUI‘IOUS to thofe 1nteref’gs which he is ever
mo& anxxous to promotc, whillt 1 refpe& the ‘mo-
‘tives which have influenced his condué on _this,
‘s on every other occafion, I cannot but, dceply
and feelmgly lament, ithat the . welght of his (de-
fcrvcdly grcat) -aathority -has  been: thxown into
thc fcalc, which already prepondcrates too hcavﬂy
(at

fcxcntxouﬂy dlfchargmg thclr duty
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(at lealt in my opinion) for- thc peace and welfareh

of the country S ~
The taik I have undertakcn 1s, I tlnnk, now
ﬁmﬂ}ed, Tam 'not aware that T have’ omltted any
br'mch of this extcnﬁvc trade, cxcr:pt it. 1s that of
,the Com Chandlcr, whom I have not pdﬂ"ed over
from Alight; but from thc xmpoﬁibxhty of his need-
ing ‘any’ defence, or' havmg been the fubje& of
acenfation. - Abfurdxty itfelf would be outraged by

the. charge of monopoly agaml’t thxs branch of thc' ‘

tradc, the greate& part of whofe d¢almgs meet
the eve of every one who' enters hxs fhop, mn thc
bms and facks, that crowd “his hmlted fpace, 3
truly ufeful medmm through whrch the mmuteﬂ:
demands and wants of the poorcﬁ 1nd1v1dual

_ feeds, &c..or the {hop of tbc paﬁry cook fupphcdr

with the, materials for his tarts and’ buns. By exer-
elﬁng a trade, in its amount fo. llmlted, thcy are
as, valuablc members of fomety, and as fcrwceable
to.the wants of the public (though they may bc
thankfu} that they are not fo obnomous to its
, prejudtces) as any other part of the trade. If thcy
_ 'fhad ftood in need of my defence, and had been
_accufed thh as little foundatxon, in truth as’ thc

relt, fuch as it is, it would not have been thh-
'holdcn from them. |

'In the view I have taken of this mtcreﬁmg fub-

je& I have’ conﬁned my obfervations to the ncxgh-
bourhood of- London, becaufc thc dcfcncc of the

tradc

| oy
trade tefiding nheat the eapital, feéms moft called
for, by the prejudice of the days but. the fame
ptinciples and reafoning apply-—the fame pradtice
prcvails*-*-#the fame. benefit refults from thé labours
of ‘every dealer thr‘oughout the kirigdomi,. ‘It cond’
ﬁdcrmg them as a moft valuable body of: men, ¥
have never pretended to fay, that there may not be -
found fome few individuals amongft the immenfe -
numbcrs engaged in this traffic dcfchmg of public
cenfurc, and even..of execrat10n5—-—mcn who:have -
taken advantagc of an occafional local fcarcxty, and
prcyed upon thofe wants, and. that: affli&ion; which -
it'was their duty to relieve. - Such men, ought to-
be held up to public deteftation;  and configned to
perpctual mfamy, they:deferve .not the, protec- .
tion &f any man, nor fhall-my pen be pro{htutedg
in’ thcn' fupport . But this proves no more-than.
we all know, of Whlch vcry little obfervation will
convince us, that in every trade there are unjufk:
and wnckcd men, who facrifice every. prmmple to
thc1r avarlce, and make - Aelf-intereft their . God.
Brand not howcvex, thh indifcriminate ccnfure, a;
wholc body for the mifcondu&. of a few indivi<
duals. A{Turc yourfclves, that ‘thefe inftances are -
ncnthcr frequent, nor important in their confe=
qucnces ; they are made the ‘moft, of .by malice,
and dxﬂorted into every fhapc, that anfwers bcﬂ: 1ts
purpofe.” . . . . el d il aiie
T ‘know that I am uﬁng a languagc lxttle agrce— :
able' to the tafte of manyof - my readers, - I feel
that nothing can bc fo unpopular as all the opi-
X nions
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nions and.de@rines T have fubmitted to them on
this fubjet 3 but they are not the lefs true—a lit-
tle refle@ion;will fatisfy them that are fo... What-
ever-therefore may be my fuecefs, bowever. popu-
lar -clamour. may be. raifed againft. me in.my tuin,
I have done my. duty, and in;that 1 thall feek .con-

{olatien. - I write to-undeceive the people, not.to

obtain- their, applaufe... I thould feel a truer fatif-
fa&ion; in having refcued by my efforts, ene .in-

“nocent ‘man,-from. public odinm, and unmerited

oppreffion,-than.to. be. followed by the-acclama-
tions-of - thoufands, -wholfe . delufions I, had encou-
raged...- 1. can flatter no- man; nor any. body . of
men.—Ircannot fay to the public,<¢ I go with you
in your prejudices and feclings on. thls fubjeét’? 1
know!'them. fo.. bc fundamcntally €TEONEOUS, and
in--their mdulgence -moft dangerous, and-I.muft

tell- -them fo. I am- Sfatisfied that- thefe ' men.

whom they-revile are their- beft friends; and that
it'is very.much- indeed theéir intereft tokeep them
fo—Senfible -of this,” I muft- try :to ftop their un-
meaning,-but dangerous clamour—I cannot join

- with-them: in their .cry—no, not even to €njoy
the enviable d:ﬁln&lon-—the ;ezalted title of- thc

Man: of the: Peoplec: - oo o ot ;
-1t may:then-be a{ked £¢ If ,thefc perfons whom
weé “have-always {ufpecied, -and who have been

ftated to us (from what we have confidered good.

authority) as the only real  caufes. of the high price

of bread,  are: not fo-if. they contribute not to its

(150, )

price, how comes it that 1t 1s {o. dearmto what
then is it owing? =~ .. ]
Though  the profeﬂed and 1ea1w ob}e& of thw ,
Pamphlet is to exculpate a Trade,i from an unme-
ritcd_‘chargs,\ not .to write. a treatife ‘on-the icaufes
of the dearnefs of provifions;: (and, which. has
been' fo much ‘more ably: done-by-a gentleman,*
to whom not-only the agicultural worldy but,every
man-of curiofity and enquiry is much-indebted: for
ufeful information, and attualrefearch) yét I will
juft: touch upon fome of the caufes;iwhich in my

‘opinion-occafion: the prefent high:price of corn.

- Its firft, and important: caufe 1s: Sca,;‘qz‘zf).mnot an
artificial, but a real one, .arfiﬁip‘g from:mo weak.or
wicked efforts of man to .enrich himfelf at the ex=
pence of hisfellow creatures; : but-from:the vifita<
tion of God. A brief examination.of thé produce
of the harveft of 17795 and-of’the ufual confurhp-
tion of the country, will: fatify my- readers as to the
Juﬂnefs of this - conclufion. -~ [ERTRIERtN

. And here permit mefirft to 1emark, as-a matter
of ferious regret; that no means have yet :been
taken by the government of the country to obtain
an. account, of ‘the number -of. acres fown with
wheat (or it might be extended. to other grain) 1
every. parifh throughout England “and - Wales—
the afverage,c;ropr,- and the m,ouths, t6: ¢onfume it

b “v’\/.[x Arthur Young.: vt .
XZ i SR Whlch
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which the parith contains. - Such a return might
be annually procured from the refident minifter.
The advantage which govcrnmcnt would'receive
from this knowledge is incalculable, in the- judg-
ment itswould at all times be. enabled to.exercife in
its, bountles, and in its occafional interference with
thc trade. - The public purfe would occafionally be
faved, and ithe public want always' anticipated.
The danger ‘of . exciting apprehenfion “of ‘being
taxcd -by .taking. the number of the people, need
not deter them-—the prefent ftate of ‘taxation bids
“defiance. to apprehenfion.  The benefit which ‘the
country might receive from this meafure is obvious.
The thing .is -fo- highly ufeful, and yet fo fimple
and feafible, that one. wonders it has not been
long fince done. It ought not to- bc delaycd a
momentlonger., R I R
In the prefent ftate’ of our. knowledge on thlS‘
{ubje, we. muft a great deal truft: to - conje@ure,
or to information, which cannot be entirely ‘relied
on, for. any - conclufion we may form. = I have
fought in the writings, and in the experience of
men, for the beft data on which to rely. - ‘
Nothing is. fo- uncertain- as ‘political arithmetic.
The prefent numbers of the: pcople, ‘calculated by
the returns. of taxable houfes, with all the cor-
re&xonzand,c‘hecks that can beiufed, are for many
reafons liable to difpute, and fo indeed are moft of

the other fources; from which any thing like cer-

tainty is prefumed. Amidft all the vague opinions
| ' and
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and calculations of the laft ten years, we will fteera

middling courfe, ‘and. without ‘atraigning the
grounds of thefe different calculatxons, (in lie of
which one could perhaps fubftitute “no better)” Tet
us take the  population of England and- Wales, “as
it ‘was ftated fome years fince by Mr: “Arthir
Young, at 10,000,000." If it was too hxgh at that
time (which would be the general opxmon), in 'l

probabilityit:is under the -mark now.*The famc

author calculates, that: out of thefe, two" mllllons
live on barley or oaten bread. ' I havie made fome
enquiry on-this head ; the refult will not’ enable
me to accede to the idea, that even-at''this’ tlme
of fcarcity, there are even half the numbers fo
fed. - But I believe this would be nearer the truth.
We: will take them however at 1,500, OOO;: Ac-
cording to this calculation, there will be'8 500,000

perfons, who eat wheaten bread. S
~Now: if (as this author fays) ‘each of "thefé per-
fons were to confume annually a quarter of wheat
per head, it would require 8,500,000 ‘quarters to
fupply them; but this muft: be over-rated. A
quarter of wheat has been ftated in the ‘Committee
of the Houfe of Commons to average “a fack’of
ﬂour, (cven of feconds) -and a fack of this ﬂour
will make 80 quartern loaves; ‘this would"~ ‘beat
the rate of a loaf and a-half per’ week, and" two
loaves: more. . The - experience * of  the " laft year:
will prove that this was the full’zimoii'nt’, (and'more
ihan in moft parithes, where even no foup was given;
and
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and théy wholly lived. upon bread) of the con-
{fumption of the ‘poor in. the country, where it'is
their chief article of food-—of courfe much. too:

“high when you afcend 'to higher fpheres. Inftead

therefore of giving them: a quarter veach; I will
allow the-8,500,000 - confumers—7,500,000 quar-
ters, which is. more than the weekly allowance of
a Joaf and a quarter per head.’

Now dccording to this we muﬁ: grow 7,500, 600
quarters of wheat per ann. and whatever we grow
lefs, : muft be either made up by 1mport'mon, ot
faved, by the ufe of fubﬁltutes, or by reftrained
Lonfumptxon. o fooe

“The land in prefent cultivation is ftated as from
207 to. 33 millions of ‘acres—allowing for large

woo(s, iledg'CSi, &c. &c. let us take the former.

Now on the average of farms throughout the king~
dom (for what we: take away on account of the
dairy farm, we muft give to the common field farm,

~which is: moltly corn) one acre’ in ten may be °

reckoned as the proportion of wheat. This will
make the quantity fown in the kingdom three mil-
lions of acres ; now multiply this by 3 the full-ave-~

* rage of the quarters grown per acre, through the

kingdom, and in an: abundant year, you w‘ill grow.
nine millions of quarters of wheat.

If thé wants therefore of the inhabitants in the
article of bread only, requires 7,500,000 quarters 3
there will be left, in an abundant year,- 1,500, 000

quarters. S
~ The
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The foreign wheat imported in the four laft
yearss:, averaged upwaras of 500,000 gparters (one
was a-year of fcarcity.) Now Iwill take the whole
of this, and add jt to the excels of growth, in a
plentiful year, above the confumptlon, and it
amounts ‘to 2 'millions of quarters in hand. - In
this it will be recolletted, that I have only allowed
the amount of the ﬂour imported, to {upply the
quantities of ﬂour, blfcmt, (and even wheat) €x-
ported to our Weﬂ: Indxa iflands. I have taken no
notice of the. addltlonal confumption, which the
fupplying part of our. populatlon, on board of {hip,
or on ferv1ce, W111 neceﬁarlly occaﬁon, nor the
wheat ufed in the'diﬂiileries, ﬁarch manufa&orles
&c &c. v Now, thh thls ﬂock of 2 mllhons m
hand if the deﬁcxency of the laﬂ: harveft was one
thlrd (it was at the leaft that) Jet us, fee how the
account would ﬂand on the 1& of September,
1800. .

;Average Crop . . o ".‘, 9, OO OOO

Stock in hand . . . . o . 2000,000
Imports, from 1ft January, 1800 to . |

- it Se_p»t_embe_xf_ Wheat . _‘ 721,993 4
,,,;RKYZC,, ." 10,194 3

foil Qrs. 11,732 187 3

IR v FECEEY
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Deductions : - 9rsi

Deﬁcxcncy of Crop, oné. thlrd . 3,000,000”:'» '

Annual Confumptlon . e e 7 500,000 :
Sced, at 2. bufhels pet acre & . 750 000

4.,

——-———-

11 250,000

o QN. . ba.
Am‘oimt- . 11,732,187 3
Dcdu&xon .o 11,25‘0 000

Balance .Qrs. 482 ,187. 8

So hlgh as thc crop of 1799 is hcrc fet, ahd fo 111
as it yne]dcd in flour, thefe circimftances mauft be
confidered as in a great mieafure counterbalancmg

the effect of the faving occaﬁoned by the limits

of confumptlon generally adopted. Thefe took

| place about Chrx(’cmasmUndcr all thefe circum-

ftances I will-allow the faving from this to have
been 400,000 quarters, this added to the baldrice,

would ledve at 1ft Septembcr, 1800, a ftock in -

hand of 882 ,187 quarters 3 buﬂmels,»—a fupply of
fomewhat thore than 5 weeks confumption !
If this be fo, and we confider an inftant, fhall

we wonder at the high price of corn, on the 15th

of that month, when little Englith wheat had (for
the reafons I'have before given) been brought to
market, and (perhaps) only zbree weeks fupply of
old in the kingdom ? Can any man turn a moment

in_his mmd how imperceptible this quantity fcat- -

tered’
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tered throughout | the kingdom would be, and how

very like attual want this would appear, even to

men - who had the beft information, and then can

we for a moment be furprxzed at the price ! With

the profpect of little corn from the farmers, and

the knowledge of very fmall importations going on

(for fince the 1ft of September,. there have been

only 4 or 5 cargoes of wheat imported, of from 5

to 700 quarters each) there was no. occafion to

callin the aid of artificial fearcity, to make the
high price. "Would it had been fo! that would

have been an evil of fhort daration—but unfor-
tunately the fearcity was too real. Tt is fo now;

and the profpet is, that it will be fo, even if this
year’s crop turns out well (which if T am to Judgc
from the little I grew ‘and have thrathéd out, is
not the cafe) except fome fteps are taken to pre=
vent it ; and thefe who talk of an artificial {carcity
occafioned by monopoly, talk of what they do not
underftand — they have given no attention to-the
{fubje&; and in their turn deferve-no other, than to
be reftrained from doing mifchief by their opi-
nions. _

“That there are caufes, whlch have. operated to
increafe this fcarcity, cannot be doubted. The war
has done fo in a trifling degree, by the greater wafte
(and fome little addition in numbers). occaﬁoned
by fupplying our.people, when ‘they are from
home—but it fhould be known, that in times of
fcarcity the purchafes of government are purpofely

Y - ' {mall
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fn'la’l‘lf in quantity, to prevent the market being af-
feCted's amongft the nonfenfe of the laft fummer
(‘éhgenglérgdi I fuppofe as maggots are by the hot
weather) are heard of the alarming purchafes of
government, from faces which alarmed you much
more, till you knew the important fecret. There is
no time:nqw/for-co'mment on this charge ; nor any
occafion, * Their purchafes for 6 months
- from January to July were as follows :
" “Wheat 31,197 quarters
S Bifeuits 74,206 hundred weight.. f
-t Flour 14,535 facks. T
- In"wheat fdij fix months, about elever' days fup-
ply‘of London only! = « = ST
A cirégmﬂance which has:much more confidera-
bly tended to:increafe the fearcity, has been the Ji/-
couragenient the merchaits have received; Ido be-
lieve if they had been aflured in September, -that
government would not have interfered with their
{peculations, the moment they found the ftate of our
harveft, they would have commenced their pur-
chales of all the old corn they could have got from
the northern powers, and in this cafe the difference
even of 2 or 300,000 quarters would -have been
very material. ' v
- 1 know of nothing elfe which has materially
contributed to this fearcity of corn ; the remedies
which muft 0ccur-to every one, are, {tri& oé,cbnomy
in the quantity and flate in which we confume it,
and generous encouragement of importation, not
' v that

s Vizi
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that . kind of niggardly bounty, which -lea.ves,the
merchant in doubt of ulti_mate_(prqﬁﬁ, but either on
a fc;éﬂc {o liberal, as to enfure handfome prqﬁt, ‘with
tolcrable fuccefs and prudence; or ‘b‘y an affura}yncc ,
of ind'einnity for lofs, where it was not the co‘n‘ficf-
quénce of imprudence : I lay great.ﬁr?fs ppon‘th;‘f, |
becaufe I have fome reafon for believing tha:t their
fpéculaﬁons generally have been attended ‘.Wl.th;.l,c?fs ,
in the courfe of the laft fummer. One ‘.cﬂan._cayﬁly_.
conceive that to many it _mu&,have,‘bc‘en fo: the
merchant kb@gan his purchafes in §11§: carly part of
the fpring at 3/ 155. per quartcr,\helclofed tl]f:m
at 5/ the average 4/. 75 6d.—his- freight ( ta_km'g
t'h‘e‘average of winter 12s. and fuunn;c}f;Bs.)kl'os.‘——;I-
infurance (on the fame average of.av.v,mter As. an
fummer 2)‘,)?3 guineas per cent.—thisis the ,e}.;p.cr;t;S
before a gi‘ain;arrives in port: in the condition a
great part was in, (as I have before {‘[atcd). the ;x-
pences of landing; warehoufe-rent, kiln-drying, &c..
&ec. are to be added ; when you have fo done, and
have {truck the balance of the account, how proble-
matical will be:his gains ! e
A great deal has been faid of a ge;ncral inclofure
bill; as an effeGual means of ‘removing tl.le pref?n_t
fcarcity. The immenfe number c.>f private bxlg
Which have pafled the legiflature within thc.fe la
ten. years, and the ‘littlc.eﬁfcé’,c;.frpm;thexn_;n ;my
perceptiblc.additional.:fupply, make me ;19_3 ‘anc-i.
gix'mc; than others as to the benefits to be derive
in this view from the j;_r_xzeafun:. | N ‘A“ow

I3
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_Allow that ﬁx millions more of wafte land were
brought into cultivation, and one tenth fet apart
for the growth of whcat, 600,000 acres ; if this

‘ {hould average two quarters per acre, (I put it low
becaule out of thefe {ix millions, there would be z:
great deal of land, which in the opinion of many
would not grow a quarter of wheat per acre)’ the
addxtlonal growth of wheat would be 1 ,200, OOO '
_quartcra, from whlch take 150 OOOqualters for feed;
and there would remain for confumptlon 1,050,000,
not 320, 000 quarters more than the j lmportatxon of
ught months of the prefent year, when we have
juﬂﬁ bccn enabled to go on, with fearcity, though
thhout abfolute want. The popu!atlon too, which
would naturally be the confequence of giving
cmployment to the numbers wanted to bring this
into cultlvatlon, mu{’c of courfe be maintained from

it I am fuppofing a very moderate increafe of

‘numbers in putting them at 500,000, moft hkely it
would be double that number,

Tonly ftate this, to prevent fanguine minds from
imagining that if this meafure took place; we fhould
be guarded againft the evils of fearcity without im-
portation ; and who if they found that was not the
cafe, would impute it to monopoly, or knavery
or fomething different from what it was, = . ,

God forbid that I thould be thought adverfe to
this great and’ ncceﬂary mcafure of a ‘genéral in-
¢ ofure; the real wealth of a country confifts in its
1nhab1tants, and of all defcrlptxons thefe are the

moft
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moft valuable. - The adding to its numbers, and
to the flock of national wealth and induftry, by the
cultivation of its wafte land is a delightful profpe&
to look forward to! may we live to’ w1tnefs thc
{peedy accomplithment of it ! B

Though itis no part of the object of this work’ (as
T'have before faid) to treat of any other {pecies of pro-’

vifion than corn, let me be permitted before I con-

clude, to remark bneﬂy on thofe caufés which : appear
in my judgment to create, or affift, the high price
of provifions in general. - The price’is a real and
alarming evil, endangering the profperlty, and even
the very peace of the country; by no defcrlptxon of
petfons is this evil more felt, than by thofe who
though they do not fill the very loweft ftations inlife,
are perhaps more fenfible of the evil, and ‘more in~
capable of enduring it than thofe who' do—-«Wlth a
fcanty and very limited i income, with no means in his

" power of increafing it—ufed to better days, and fub-

je@ed to worfe by no fault of his own—witnefling
daily, from the increafe of taxes, and ftill greater
increafe of the price- of food, the deprlvatlon of
thofe little comforts, which time has almoﬁ ren-
dered neceflaries, and which nature can fcarce en»
dure the lofs of—declining perhaps in years, as in
comfort—he has’ the dreary profpe& of being juft
able to preferve an. exiftence become fearcely va-
luable, from:the impoflibility of adding enjoymcm:

- toit. Such a charaé&er (and I fear there are many,

very many, to be found at the inftant I am writing)
living
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living.in a country, whofe laws and liberties are

the juft theme of univerfal praife, is fecluded by

his.rfleccﬁities from the enjoyment of them, and fe-
parated by the cruel bar of almoft want from fo-
ciety and happinefs : This man’s cafe, Ahowévér fe~
vere; is the natural effecls of rhe times. - Worthy as
it is of legiflative confideration, I declare it feems
to my mind, to baffle legiflative interference, and
almoft to fet at nought all the atte'mpts of confum-
mate wildom and experienced legiflation : tbh,cre is
one great meafure, which if it removes-not, may
greatly leflen the evil: I will prefently point it out,

- Liften not however to thofe who would perfuade
you-that engroflers, foreftallers or regraters are the
fources from whence this calamity fprings ; the evil
tbat fuch men can poflibly do, (allowing as is perhaps

the truth, that in fome articles thefe pradtices exift) -

depend on it, is limited in its extent and duration; it
i not in their power to effect a permanent and g:efz,e~
ral fcarcity, by any arts or contrivances they have
the power of ufing. The evil they do is not equal ta
that you would occafion by any regulations’ or laws
which you could devife in feeming wifdom to ftop
their prattices; if they were every one fhipped off
for Guiana, your fituation might be worfe, but it
could not be one whit better. Your demand treads
clofe on the heels of your fupply, and the produce
of the country keeps fcarcely pace with its wants.

‘This i is-the fimple, but real truth—He who afligns

any 'other, with the beflt .intentions, is your very
worft
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worlt friend. Paufe before you credit the poffibi-
lity of any man ¢ buying up all the articles in a
« market, to deal them out to others at his plea-
<« fure and profit.”—If the highelt authority in
the nation was to tell me that this is no uncommon
thmg, I fhould afk him his authority for believing:

it.—If he were to alk me ¢ what Adam Smith’
<t would have faid to the cafe of a rich man plant--
« ing meflengers at all avendes, and buying up:
< every thing coming to town, and thus raifing pro-
¢ vifions 50 per cent.” I could not have ventured:
to fay what would have been thé reply of ‘Adam

Smith, T rathet think he would have faid-nothing,

he would have only fmiled <-If he had attempted

to account for this miracle; “he muft have fuppofed -

this Dives and his meffenigers, ‘to have had the eyes,
of Argus, the hands of Briarcus, and the purfe of
Croefus ; hc could havc accounted for it no other-
wife. ‘ ' o .
- No, my fellow countrymen ~the caufes are not to
be found in the arts of cunning, or the roguery of
wicked men. The daily extended demands of an im-
menfe nation, are the caufes. They are augiented
(in fome degree) by the war—Dby the increafed po-
pulation — by the colletive riches and commercial
profpcuty of the nation, which has thrown into the

enjoyment of luxuries, thofe who were wont to be’

content with comforts, or neceflaries—by the much
_greater quantity of grafs land: approprlated for the

keep of horfes than formerly———by the vaft national

debt
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debt—and laft (though by no means leaft in import-

ance) by the almoft unbounded iffue of paper money,
in a great meafure the confequence of the debt.
That all, or fome of thefe caufes operate to increafe
the evil, no one can doubt—the laft molt certainly

does. We may be fure whillt money is cheap,

proyiﬁon will be dear~~that is, more of the ‘mo-
ney is required to obtain it. Thofe who are in

any way of ‘bufinefs take care, when they part

with the commodity they deal in, to demand fuch

‘a proportion of money for it, as they know will
be demanded of them, when they in their turn-go
to make the exchange. The cheapnefs of the
one, or: the dearnefs of the other, to them 1s im-

matengl. But the man who has no means of
procuring more of this money, than he could ten
years ago, and who, when he goes to market,

finds its value 50 per cent. lefs than it was, he

muft either have had an abundant deal more than
he wanted at that time, or muft be dreadfully in-
convenienced now, to maintain himfelf and his
family. No propofition can be (unfortunately for
the country). fo felf evident. The time will not
allow me to fhew, the manifeft conne&ion be-

tween the debt .and the paper circulation, and
_their joint effe@ts (beyond imagination) on the in-

creale of price—a few moments confideration will
convince any one of it.

‘Thefe are the caufes undoubtedly which fo
greatly increafe the fcarcit)ff——but how are they to
be

( 173 ) '

be removed. Many of them, whllﬁ we deplorc
their effetts, we do not with to remove, and others
we cannot. The national debt muft not be wiped off

‘with a fpunge, though it may have engendered the

monfter of paper money. Certainly a 20, years
peace would much decreafe the debt, and of confe-
quence, the enormous fize of this monfter; but

- whilft he is merely lofing his flefh, half the nation: |
- will be attually ftar ving. I'know but one effectual
and ‘adequate remedy: In the true, liberal and

manly fpirit of commerce, open your ports to all
the world—invite all nations to bring their fur-
plus, or if they like ‘money better, to give, you
their plenty.  You would then have no oceafion
to- be giving bounties. in order to procure food.
You would foon witnefs comparative abundance.
It might not be cheap with reference to ancient
times, but it would be attainable by the loweft
income. Look at the Dutch, in the moft prof-

- perous ftate of a repubhc founded in commerce—

their ports were open to .the world, and their
fubjedts were fed with corn (and are to thls day)
cheaper than we can grow it. :

The defalcation of the revenue, the people
would be glad to repay—the benefit they would
derive from the meafure would enable them to
do fo. '

I can conceive no other adequate and fpeedy
remedy, for this monitrous evil. Temporizing ex-

pcdlents fuit not the difeafe—fomething muft be

Z done
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done, and. that: fhortly, ora very:numerous. and
valuable clafs of your people, will quit your fhores

‘the firft moment it.is" in their power, and. feck in

fome lefs expcnﬁvc clime, - thofe .comforts -of life,
which their hmlted fortunes cannog. procqre here,.
“Above all things however, whilt we do remain

- inmates of the fame fhip, and prudence. fuggeﬁs to

us the propriety.-of acceding to the being put. on
thott provifions, let us not four the morfel that
falls to our fhare, by foolilh murmurs agamft thofe
by whofe provident care we have it at all, - Let us

‘refign’ ourfelves to the will of Providence, ‘who has

thought fit (doubtlefs for wife tho’ hidden purpofes)
to impofe this calamity upon us. Lt us not think
that ‘we - fhall be able to make even our allowance
(thort as we may-fancy it and grumble-at it) laft,
if we unite not our -energies, and exert in unifon

‘our beft faculties, to keep the mariners quiet.and

content—and ta obtain their-cordial co-operation
in working the veflel into port: ~ The fhiphas .en-
countered many ftorms, which have been weathered
by the prudence of the crew, and the great and
difcerning judgment, and experience of thofc,
under whofe - direfion they have a&ted. = Let me
then entreat you, if you value the future fafety of

‘the veflel, which is flill far from port, and may

have many ftorms yet to weather—Dby the property
you have in her—by that principle of felf preferva-
tion we all acknowledge—and by that humanity due
to your comrades, not to drlve by .your:: -unjuft re-
' proachcs
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proaches and- cruel fufplmons, thofe-men from the
helm,’ who have - hltherto managed it Wlth a ﬂmll
of which' vou aré not awate, and w1th an attentxon
fé youf fafety that ‘you dream not- df ‘

"To drop the mictaphor, let me again, ‘and: agam\

iiitréat you;- that inftead “of mcreaﬁng the un-
merited’ odlum, with which ‘thé' World has’ been

too much® mclmed to load thofe pcrfons ‘who'ate

thc riedidin’ to convey their- dally brcad to them,
you will Henceforth confider it your inteteft to
pmtcé’c thEH from the eﬁ”céts of it:* ‘When you
hear of the’ grcat “profits the trade have made-by.

' 'imquxtous mohopoly, one fliould éxpe& 1nﬁ:ant1y
| tofeein its 'trdin, an aggregate of m&menfc wealth.

Where isit 'to be feen? Is there a body for-fud
merous; whofe capital employed is fo- bcyond ‘cal-

culation; that is' fo little Wealthy? If we talk of .

their gullt, .where is the evidence in the convic=
tioris; of €ven: profecutxons? and yct malice - has
beén moft mduﬁrlous to difcover'it, T had almoﬂ.
faid to make’ it.. Juf’clce ‘hasbeen | ovcr ‘keen, and
high authority almoft ofﬁcxouﬂy urgent to’ purfuc
iti " ‘Remevc thcn -your error, I befeech you,
before it'is too late. “Inftead of cloudmg the brow,
and dampmg the: fpmts of thefe men, by fevere
and” uncandld treatment, cheer'théem by your juft
c‘ncouragemcnt—-—mﬁ'ead of foﬁcrmg the public
prejudice; haften to remove 1t if you can—-—mﬁead

6f harrafling them with’ profecutlons, or revwmg.
.cbfoletc ftatutes which would difgift “them, treat

72 them
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them with . the fame liberal allowance, and give

them the fame freedom of condu&t, as the reft of
their fellow creatures —inftead of talking  in a
ftrain of harth- imputation,. of their vaft: capitals
and unbounded monopohes, invite them to embark

their capltal in your fervice, and proted;, them in

the .free. and ,unreftrained ufe, of. 1t—encouragc
thofe monopohes you are fo apprehenfive of-—they
‘will not be (they cannot: ‘be in, this article), fuffici-
‘ently general to hurt you, and partially. they will

greatly affift you-—they cannot monopolize :to in-

juze.‘you, however they may themfelves—it. muft

be..in: the end for your benefit. Attempt. not to

derC any one clafs from the trade, under the idea
of its. bemg ufelefs, or of its raifing the price upon

you.- In the. prefent overgrown {tate. of. your |

populauon, and of increafed demand, :you. have
more reafon to applaud the wonderfully Mappy ar-.
rangement which . exifts for your regular and am-
ple {upply, (even in times of acknowledged great
fcarcity) than to. dlﬂ:urb ‘its. ufeful progrefs by your
abfurd opinions, or, more abfurd interference.. ‘Be
aﬂ'ured there is not one, man between .the grower
and confumer who is not: neceffary to the. regular

and mo& oeconomlcal perfe&mn of fupply . At-

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

formed hnks of the great and neceﬁ'ary cham,
whlch conne&s the produce with the confumption.
There is not an ufelefs one amongﬂ& them—you

\ .cannot fpare one——-mdced you cannot.

— 1 Before

&
;
i
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Before I conclude, let me deprecate any idea
which might be haftily formed from:the' tenor of

my language, in this publxcanon, that.I am hoftile--
“to the'interefts of the poor; I have them as much

at heart, and I feel for their diftrefles; as much as
thofe, who (perhaps carried away by their feelings
for them) are encouraging them .in-dangerous er-

“ror—1I am giving the beft and" higheft proof of my

friendfhip and regard for them, by treating them
with -fincerity. But whilft I am warning them
to avoid a condu@ which will mewtably plunge the
country in deep. diftrefs, and in its confequences
may convert fcarcity into famine, I am not infenfible
to the claims which the poor have at this time (and
in all times of {carcity) on the public for {fupplying
that difference which exifts between the price.of
their fupport, and that of their labour. It fhould
be given to them in the liberal {pirit of compenfa-
tion—as that which they are entitled to from the
unavoidable circumftances of the times—not as a
charity which their perfonal want or misfortune
has called for. I would even indulge (what is
called) their whim for the colour of their bread ;
it conftitutes nearly their whole food, and let them
have it as they like. In every thing, even in inno-
cent prejudice, fhall they have my fupport ; but I
can‘not indulge them in the exercife of that, which
I know and feel, will lead them, and perhaps
with them, the nation, to fudden and inevitable
deftrution. o
I have
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~T'have now done. - I have effeted my tafk, and
long as 'have been, I have comprefled much which
this very interefling fubje& fuggefts. I am fatil-
fied ‘my opinions and ‘ftatements as to the Trade
are ftri&ly corre@tand true ; and I do verily believe
that the general principles I entertain, and which T
have laid down in this work, are equally fo—I feel
the firongeft convittion in my ‘mind of ‘the truth

- of the propofition, with which I fhall conclude—
- That' the commercial profperity of a great nation ‘will
be in. proportion fo the protection and encouragement -

awhich every man in it receives to employ bis talents, his
mdzﬁ(y, aiid his property, in that line mcyi con formable
fo Im rvzews, or zmlznatzom.

’September- 30th, 1800.

Syl

PHE END.
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