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THOMAS GILBERT, Efq.
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g T AKE the liberty of addrefling the fol-
) ” lowing loofe remarks on the Poor Laws,
R ~ . R and the propofed fcheme of alteration, to .
. L I you, from your particular patronage of the
foo - .~ .7~ R enquiry before the Houfe of Comimons.
I iNTEND not to point out patticular incon-

veniencies which may arife from the adoption
of your plan, or the frequent local * imprac-
ticability of executing it. I offer my objec-

* Sin@e I wrote this I have had the pleafure of fecing Dr.
Burn’s Obfervations; his.objeftions on that head arc unan-
| fiverable.
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[ 2]

tions to the fcheme itfelf, as they ftruck me
on reading your obfervations. The defire of

amendment, which your zeal and ativity
evince, will, I doubt not, induce you to at-»
tend to every hint. | |

It is intended, by your Scheme, that the
average for the laft feven years thall, in future,
be the determined levy of every parifh, fo as it
exceed not one fifth- pqrt of the full yearly
value of eftates.—

TuE rates have been increafing, with amaz-

ing rapidity, for at leaft twenty years paft—
during the laft {feven, they have in many places
varied very little, in fome none. It can there-

fore be no eafe to the pubhc to look no fur- |

ther ‘back than the laft {even years, for an

~ average.—A declaration of the -legiﬂature, that
the rates (hall for ever hereafter remain 111, ,

their prefent ftate, leaving the application in
the prefent courfe, will do as much fervice as

merely introducing a new method of laying out.

the money.—

BUT let us Conﬁder the gwen medmm, four
thillings in the pound at the prefent advanced
“yearly value of lands—a full fifth part—-—the

enormlty |

A\

The weight of fuch a tax, added to our many

- moftvalue, and that they will fall fa{’cer pere

[ 31
enormity of the proportion has not furely been

duly Welghed—-—lf it had, it .could not be pro-
pofed.as a relief—as. the only poffible relief.—

other impofts, is fufficient to p1efs the inferior
and moft ufeful order of men in fociety, the
induftrious little farmers and’ Aart1ﬁce1s,.» to un-.
avoidable beggary. | - -

It is ev1dent from the p1efent ﬁtuatlon of
our interior and, forexgn commerce, that all our
home plodu@uons muft fall in price ; that in
confequence our. lands have attained their ut-

}nps than they have rifen. A permanent tax,

after the prefent advanced 1ents, muft there-
fore be an increafing burden on thofe Who dew
pend upon the produce of their lands for fup~
port. On an eafy calculation of our numerous
taxes, the farmer, who pays a rack rent of
twenty pounds a year, pays alfo fifteen pounds
at the leaft in rates and impofts.

the value of land, and its produéls, will 11 have
the fame effe@ in'a higher degree.
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It has even
been afferted in the Houfe of Commons that
they amount to feventeen ﬂnlhngs and. fix-
- pence in the pound-«a fimall addmon Wﬂl
make them pound for pound-—-a decreafe in
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Tue excefs of our tributes proves, in part,
the truth of the opinions of the great Montef-
quieu * —Whether we can long continue to
bear them—time only can dete'rm‘iné s 1t will
be well, if we prove not too much. |

It is faid, that when the plan has attained
its full perfeftion and effe®, we may expet a
general redu&ion of the medium propofed—
the means thould be thewn—it is, I doubt, too
~ fond a hope to be realized; we well know how
difficult it is to remove eftablifhed errors and
abufes—it would be the intereft of the perfons,
who are to be the immediate managers of the
Poor-houfes, to conceal from the world, and
to appropriate to themfelves, the favings and
furplus which might be made: and I fear it
would be too often, if not always, their prac-
tice.— ' | -

TuE proje@ted reduion of the rates of
places, which exceed four fhillings in the pound
(diftant, and perhaps improbable, as that ex-
petation may be), ought not to be determined
by any general rule ; but thould be governed by
the various abilities, fituations, and refources,

* De PEfprit de Loix, livr. xiii.
of

[ 5]
of the feveral parifhes, . which might be affec-
ted by it.---It is not merely probable, that an
etful redution of one penny in the pound,

through a county, might be made a plaufible

excufe for reducing a rich trading place, from
fix or feven fhillings in ‘the pound, to four

fhillings.

THE pafriﬂles, ‘whofe rates do exceed that
fum, can only be trading and manufacturing
placeS—-—Their confequent opulence .genigrates.
Juxury—the never-failing caufe of frmdvige-nce
and poverty'——JTheir’ rates unld b@i reduced to
the famne medium, in fa&, as thofe of country
pariﬂie‘s, where Commerc¢ and affluence a;fe un-
known—vwhere hardeft labour, and unremitted
care, can fcarce keep the induftrious Hufband-
men and Shepherds from want—The riches
of rural life are chafed from the dwellings

" of our Peafants by rack-rents and impofts.—

Their gains are limited.—In trade?» the ways
of acquiring wealth are numerqus,z.t%xepmﬁts
unbounded—The poor, in commercial towns
and country villages, are p:.ogqiftionat‘stodtheu
refpeQtive wealth and populouﬁlefsf’ By a re-
ducion of this nature, thecountry would have

an equal pound rate to pay with places of the
o o greatefl
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‘greateft trade and qulencé, wi’th"out their meang
of fupporting it. SR o

- T HE?re‘li’e‘f in aid_ of the 43d of VErli‘Za-beth»

is upon a more equitable principle; the Juftices

have an opportunity of confidering ‘the ability
of the parifth to be charged, and are to deter-
mine its proportion accordingly-—It were to be
wifthed, indged, in ‘a matter {o cdhfequential
to property,  that the difcretionary power gi-
ven by that ftatute; had been circumfcribed by

fome bounds. The public fecurity is the in-’

tegrity of the magiftrates. =

- THE expence of litigating fettlements is held
forth as the greateft and moft intolerable griev-
anceinthepoorlaws—Itisconfefledlyaheavyand
abﬁu‘d charge upon pariﬂies s butnotfo veryenor-
mous as to require a total change of a {yftem.—

ON complaint, in order to remove a pauper
—the Juftices have power to convene the offi-
cers of the oppofite parith before them, to thew
reafons againft the removal.—

a T‘HE leax_‘ned'aﬁd accurate Dr. Burn ad-

Vifes this proce‘eding in all cafes of ‘doubt or |

~difficulty—

[ 7]

difficulty—It would be prudent in the Juftices,

in every cafe, to hear the adverfe party before
.th'ey determine; and it would favea multitude

of appeals.-—-—

Ir, after the removal, the Juftice difcovers

his adjudication to be wrong—be may [fuperfede

bis order of removal*, or the parifh officers re-
moving, may takeback the pauper, cma’ defert
the order made- in their favour 4—Either pro-
ceeding totally fets afide the removal-,\and pre-
vents a poffibility of litigation.— o

IF. the law pofitively required‘thefe freps,
previous to a right of appealing, the remedy
would be effeCtual, Lo

- Having premifed the proviﬁong ‘the law
has made againft litigations---I muft beg leave

to contradi@ the affertion, that their  expence.
amounts to a large proportion of the parochial

Ievies--eTlle charge 1s infinitely exaggerated.

In three populous counties, within my ob—
fervation, appeals againit yl'emo\{als exceed not
(communibus annis) four ina county---The
utmoft expence of every. »appeal_{rcann_ot : be.

* 'S(:range,' 6. + Burrows Settlement Cafes, 2};)4. :
- above
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above ten pounds, which makes forty pounds
per annum in a county; allowing them the
full latitude of expence---I have been too libe:
ral refpecting their number. Permit me to afk,
can fuch fums be any confiderable part of the
poor rates of a county ? -

‘WEe fhould obferve, that appeals from other »'
counties will not be prevented by the propofed

plan---Their expence is much greater than dif-
putes between parithes within a county; and
their appearance is by no means unfrequent.

- One of the four will often, if not generally, be
~found a foreign appeal. - o

ExacGERATE thefe expences beyond their
poflible excefs; add to them the higheft eftimate
of every other outgoing of a parifh, and then
contraft them with the charges unavoidably

attendant on your {cheme---The utmoft a-

mount of the whole will be found infinitely in-
ferior to the difburfements requifite for negoci-

ating of loans, payment of intereft, the pur-
chafe of lands, implements and furniture, the .

ere&ion of houfes, and other buildings and
conveniencies --- The falaries of Treafurers,
Chaplains, Phyficians, Surgeons, Apothecaries,

- Mafters, Matrons, and Clerks of various de-

partments,

L
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partments, i every houfe---In eftimates, adver-

tifements, p.ublicatiOns, _returns, po.ﬁag_es-,'and

other unthoughtrof; QXanditUKCS“'f‘I’ Wln not
enter into a calculation ; the detail carries con-

vition.

‘Bur fuppofing all this in your favour, how
can money be raifed to effe@ this great work!?
It would be a precarious, fecurity to fborrow up-.
on; and if money could be borrowed, the in-

cumbrance would deftroy the undertaking---It

would be an invincible obftacle to fuccefs. The

idea of raifing money by anticipating the rates,
13 extravagance-‘--The cruel exa&ion would
crowd your houfes before they could be com-
pleated. . .

You intimate an expenfivenefs in parifh

meetings; they are {eldom or never attended

- with expence in the country---The luxury of

towns may, perhaps, fubject them to a t'riﬁing;
charge, but it may be avoided by an order of
veftry only.

T muft beg leave to differ from you on the
fimplicity of the propofed plan---The num-
ber .of Committees, Gove‘mors,*f;Gu-ardl:ams',

and other fuperintending powers; the fwarm"

of
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of Officers, Affiftants, and Dependants; the
various appellations and defignations of the
‘whole; their numberlefs meetings, and com-
plicated relations and connections,- and - the
intricate mode of accounting, ftep by ftep, up
to Parliament, deftroy, in my conception, every
idea of fimplicity. The unwieldy Machine
of Government can hardly. be more complex.

“THE cruelty and feverity of Overfeers {eem
very imperfe@tly guarded againft by the power
.given to the Guardians—They are to be chofen
out of people of ‘the fame degree as the
prefent Officers—It cannot- ferioufly be fup-
pofed, that changing their names will change
their difpofitions; or, if you make a few pounds
a year the criterion of their fitnefs, I hope, for
the credit of human nature, you mean not to

fuggeft, that rank; or fituation in life, forms the

‘morals of the man.

T ArrLow,much may be expe&ed from the en-
larged minds, and independant fortunes, of ma-
ny Governors; but they would too often have o-
ther engagements; and I fear there would be too
many who would be weary of the diftant meet-
ings, lofs of time, and confequent expence—
Public wutility is a weak confideration in the

breatfts

[ 1 ]
breafts of men, who receive injuries, or even in-
conveniencies, from it.

 You very ingenuouﬂy_‘cdnféfs', that the {fuc-
cefs of your plan depends upon the goodnefs,
attention, and diligence of the perfons who
{hall' be intrufted with the condut, manage-
ment, and fuperintendenée- of 1t ‘“on ..thue,
zeal and a&ivity of the Genftlemjen'xijhgre_ 1tis
formed”’—Sad experience daily chvmces.tu._s.ov
the futility of fucha depelldancej-—i—Tlle qualities

you require would make amendment unnccgﬁaf, .
ry, and fave the danger of worfe evils, too com-
?

' ' -arat] g 1 V=
monly -attendant on alterations and inno

tions.

Laws are made in vain for the regulation
of a community, if individuals do not endea-

vour to fupport and enforce them by their in-
fluence and example. We. derive from our
own inattention and {upinenefs, much. the
greater part of the evils we complain of.

THE ohly' places, which feem ‘c;ipa’,ble of be-

nefit from Poor-houfes, are large, manu-

faluring towns—The employments of, the ;1;-
habitants are chicfly fedentary, and may be
lﬁurfued to adx}antagewithin their Walls——,-The
) | country
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COuI}try can reap no emolument. ;.,A‘gr‘iculture | they obtain food, raiment, and a fhelter. A
and hufbandry cannot be taught within the nar- ,‘ poor, inadequate recompence for the lofs of

!
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row confines of a Poor-houfe—Thofe arts there- o SNy s )
: oy ~ - : every thing that is dear and valuable to man ™. ‘
fore, which fhould be firlt objets in every Y‘ , g. A |
nation, muft, in fome meafure at leaft, fuffer, and b THE elegant Commentatéf + on ’the Laws
be de.P r1 ved of m any’ ~va}uable labourers. POP ula- [ of England {ays, ¢ That providing ftocks for %
tion 1s Prgventec}—eA bold, hardy pe_afgntry sex- . B the poor, to be worked up at home, would be i
qhanged for arace of meagre, p 3.1%1‘d wretches, ? more beneficial than accumulating all the poor j
broken fpirited by the fervile fubmiffion exacted ) in one common workhoufe—A pradice which ;
bg.th_egetty.tyrants of thofe regions; wbo lofe | tends to deftroy- all domeftic connections (the ?@
| . t € hqneﬁz Qnde, e}nd G‘:feﬂ the ho.pe, o.fm_.depe;ndf . B only felicity of the honeft and induftrious la- ;;*:!l
zncerby the:n' fubjugat1onfThelr voffsprn}g,‘, 1'f.1t-_ | bourer), and to put the fober and diligent upon | ?‘
g © their misfortune tf" have any, are trained in ? a level, in point of their earnings, with thofe %1
the fame way, and ignorant of a better {tate, who are diffolute and idle.” i
i attempt not to feck one. Their progeny will R , | I
{ of courfe follow their example, and future ge- ’Q THE boforh of humanity heaves with di-
N ations will fee their defcendants in the 'f?me- d trefs at the confinement of our fellow creatures,
: i -~ fervile, difgraceful, and ‘burdenfome fituatron. | hofe only crime i ev. Be they. 5
lri Inftitutions, which lead to fuch confequences, - Whole Oy crime 15 pOVEILy. ¢ ey ever 1o
: R T contequEtites, ._ diflolute, perpetual imprifonment 1s too feverea
»_ ‘Ja may fuit the meridian of defpotifm, but fhould |

* Mahy‘poor pmpl;e, for thofe reafons, pine in fecret

T

i be forever banithed from among a free people. ‘ ot - )

5 S o i wretchednefs, rather than apply for relief which they {hall

. . : o not have on any other terms; and we, in an age which
i PavrErs, when taken mnto a Poor-houfe, 5 beafts of fentiment and. refinement, take advantage of their

=

feelings, andJeave them to diftres. It is not long fince a
reverend Clergyman infifted upon badging all his parifh poor
—He knew their pride would ftarve them off the parifh books.

are Qbﬁgéd to give up all their little property, to |
fubmit to avocations deftru&tive to their healths,’

e chii e

,% . ° 3 g : . : - - - . ‘
i and to yield up every with of libert focial s h
% o “rt-y : % d y ﬁ;'» h . fy’ o ( An American favage would blufh at the relation— fet our -
g connetions, and domeiuc happinels, to re-. laws authorize the ftigmatizing praétice.—
i

firaint and corre&tion—In return for all this, § | | - |
- P they' | + Blackftone, B. i €. 9.

T TR

punifhment
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punifhment. Itis alfo inefficacious—Ignominy
generally confirms criminal - habits—Britons,
of the loweft ranks, hold Poor Houfes in an

[ 15 ]

debts and neceflities, fome are driven . by def-

-pondency to mfrmg\, the laws of . their coun-.'

try, and fall viétims to their crimes: Others.

| drag a-miferable exiftence in penury and dif~
trefs, wretched in themfelves, and burden-,

e et = 3

ignominious light +.

| fome to the community—The gloom attend-

PR
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ALL attempts to correét bad habits, and to
inculcate moral duties, in houfes of induftry, -
have been hitherto very unfuccefsful : If one
is vicious, he communicates his propenfities to |
the whole corps. - In commori fociety, vice is |
but {catteringly found ; in a pent-up crowd, it
pervades and contaminates the whole mafs..

ing reﬁlamt is more likely to mcreafe, than
to corre@c fuch a dlfpoﬁtlon. R ]

ST -;fw‘n‘f,‘

e s
TR

THERE are numerous mﬁances of 1he mana-

,gers of Poor houfes acqumno* rap1d fortunes

in their places ; -they are more ‘probably em- |
‘bezzled from the overflowings of the fupd— i
the furplus of the poor’s allowance, or the’ ﬁ

It 1s, indeed, a melancholyr truth, that the
poor are, at large, not very rigid moralifts—
Every humane mind will attribute it toa repin-
ing confcioufnefs of the humiliating inferiori-
ty of their condition, and the mifleading ex-

~amples of the‘hig’her ranks of fociety.—Such

refle€ions and obfervations have too fatal
tend ' . K fih , 1. d'??a - . . fd z;: . the maglﬁlate, and the v1g1lance of evely indi- -
endency to e them indifferent to induftr ‘
. Y ma pretiL. Lo 4 g vidual, thould, therefore, be directed to remove,
and good order—They fquander their-time .in ; £ them.—The hcence of every- one '
) S . ) o ) : or reform y—
idlenefs and d(r‘unkennef_s, t1ll harraﬁed by their ?

profits of their labours than from any favmg ~
they can m’xlze out of their own falzn ies 'T.; ,
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O\TE caufe of the poverty of many wretches: . |
Rt obv1ouﬂy to be found in thofe pefts of foci- -
ety, tipling- houfes —The ftriteft attention of

e

e i
T
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+ Montefqmeu, in h1s Spirit of Laws, inftances a Mar~
quis of Rhodes, during the conteft for the Spanifh Succef-
fion, who was ruined by gold mines, and enriched by. hof-
pitals.  He fhrewdly remarks, ¢ 1l en avoit, en quelque part,
la direé’uon —

: | L o . . o \Vhere
‘debts » ,

+ Lord Kaims, in his Sketches of the Hiftory of Man,
confiders Poor-houfes as injurious to focxety, and deftructive
of mdu{hy in the poor—-He condemns our whole fyﬁem in
the grofs, as the caufe of all our evils—He gives a ﬁnkmg
contraft of two French Poor-houfes. B. ii. Sk. ro.
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‘THE. firft idea -of the maintenance of the

poor, in Chriftian countries, was borrowed
from the do&rine of charity, and univerfal i

[ 6]
“where a fingle drunkard is feen, fhould be va-

cated, and the cenfures of the law enforced
againft the fot, of every rank—A drunken ma-

S g e
po—e P it 3 < =

P

giftrate muft condemn a drunken beggar, Wlth ! benevolence, - fo ftrongly inculcated. in the
a very bad grace, and a worfe confcience.~ | ‘Gofpel —_
.
THERE arenumberlefs11ttlealehoufe keepers,‘ . IN obed1ence to that do&rme, _We find, in
who amafs fmtunes, by lendmg fmall fums of i the e'u‘heﬂ: perxods, frequent exhortatlons to
money to labourers—The unhappy borr_owers

the people to be liberal to the poor; and when
nations had embraced the Chnfhan Faith, they
followed the ]ewﬂh 1111”c1tut10n of tl‘ches, for

are obliged to fpend great part of the loan at
the time of borrowing ; and, on payment, muft

not fail to be liberalin their calls to the hoftefs
— Can fuch unfortunate wretches poﬁibly -

cfcape ruin, diftrefs, and poverty ?

Ir, Sir, it fhall be thought, that fh’e' fcheme:

the fupport of the poor, and of the minifters
of religion. It was fitting that men ‘who had
forfaken all worldly advantages, renounced all
property, and devoted their lives to the falva-

|
|
|

tion of others, thould be mamtamed by thofe,
for whom they : mterceded Wlth the1r Creator,
and to whom they left the acqulﬁtmu of nches.

propofed in parliament is inadéquate to its great
defign ; if, moreover, the prefent mode of re-
lieving the poor - is allowed, by all men, to be
burdenfome and injurious, I hope I fhall be
“acquitted of impe‘rt‘iﬂe'ncé, in offering the out-
- lines of a plan, upon fomewhat d1ﬁerent prin-
c1ples. |

SIS TSN N

Thofe provifions remamed for cen’curles,
however, only voluntary alms *. Mr. Selden
has copied from Caffian, the grateful acknow-
ledgements of a pious Abbot, on receiving an
offering of tithes for the poor—¢ Devotionem
hujus’ oblationis (cujus difpenfatio mihi cre~
the laws and advantages.of a national taxation, dita eft) gratanter amplector, quia, fideliter,

which followed that event; andthe ftate of fome , primitias - veftras, ac decimas, _indigentium
- pumfhea which have not been at all‘rated.— A % Hiftory of ‘Tiithes, C.sth.

,g | Tuar I | B ~ ufibus,
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T will ﬁlﬁ—-—Take a culfo1 y View of the pro-
vifions for the poor, before the Reformation ;
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ufibus, futuras, velut facrificium Domino bo- | haps too little difcrimination—;-They \vere, in

. . . L1 ‘ ) ki ) . e S o ) ‘
nae fuawtatls, offertis.” | | | fa&, as much the refources of the profligate, as

| the dfylums of the diftrefled.--- '

When the payment of tithes became a cml
obligation, eftablithed. by cuftom, and the ac-

At the time of the diffolution of monafteries,
qu1efcence of mankind *—¢¢ AfOUl thpart, only,

our eighth Henry forgot, in the rage of refor-
mation, and in the heated zeal of political theo--
logy, that the poor were robbed by his refum-
ptions, and the nation opprefled by an uncom-
mon inundatic)n‘ of beggars from that {fource.---

s R R A e g A

was appropnated to the poor. As the clergy
encreafed in numbers, in wealth, and power—
their negligence of the poor alfo encreafed,
and became, at length, {o glaring, that in Eng-
land, the great council of the realm found it
neceﬁ'ary, eatlier than the time of Edward the
Firft, to ordain § ¢ That the poor ﬂlould be
maintained by Parfons, Re&ors, and the Pa-
r1fh1oners. ‘How ftrange! that the holy pre-
cepts of religion’ could not deter the immediate
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THE great rnen were ﬁlenced by grants of
the fcites of the ruined ‘Abbies, and the multi-
| tude were over-awed by their power, or amuf-"
L ed by the novelty of reformation, and the erec-
| tion of a few handfome churches.--— '
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minifters of it from rapacity and avarice !---
It is the happinefs of the prefent age, to {ee
moderatmn keep pace with powe1 n the ve-
nerable preachers of the gofpel -=-
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- Hap thofe grants been incumbered with
their former obligations, we thould not now la-’
ment the lofs of religious houfes; and were but:
the fourth part of the tithes fHill apphed to the

as
e

. THE monaftic 1nﬁ1tut10ns were alfo intend-

‘@;% | ufe of the poor, we fhould haVe lefs r1ght to
m ed for the fupport of the poor, as Well as the e

3 pine at the rigorous exaltions of tlthe—ga-

| ;}f{ religious devotees; feveral of their orders Were th W -
: p . erers. ¢ thould alfo be’ exempt from pa-
. exempted ¢¢ ab omni fervitio terreno, et eX- ‘

2

rochial 1 ; .
a&ione, fecularl ¥, for that exprefs purpofe--- e »eweq fer Chu ch and poor. |

The poor were reheved by them, with, pel-

FaigiRapiy

e e

| I 'is fearce poflible (Wh‘eh we liave k::onﬁder—'
* Spelman,  + Mimror, -1 Dugdale’s Monaticon, 1 ¢d this revolution in our religious fyﬂem; and

haps, | - Bz the i
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the confequences of it) to refrain from {mil-
ing at the ferious fuggeftions of the ftatutes of
Henry the Eighth on this fubjet; ¢¢That
the poor were ftrangely increafed:” There could
be little ftrangenefs in ‘the effe@ of fo well

known- a caufe---But we muit not treat with

levity, an a& of legiflative wifdom.---

,'_TH.ERE is little doubt of the humane and
beneficial tendency of the flatute, 43d of Eli-
zabeth, which you fpeak of, had the really
beneficial parts of it been carried into execu-
tion; but I am inclined to think, there was

more policy than humanity in the motives for |

enading it, and the previous ftatutes, of which
it was the ultimate improvement,---

. Tt was neceflary after the reformation, to

prevent an enquiry into the real caufe of the

aftonithing number of common beggars, and
~impoftors, which fuddenly infefted the ftreets
‘and highways; and the frequent robberies, and

pilferings, which were committed all over the

kingdom.---It was alfo neceflary to {mother the
~ complaints of the thinking part of mankind,

which were indefatigably incited and fupported |

by the Roman Catholies, who attributed all
. ~thofe

[ 21 ]
‘thofe evils and inconveniencies to the reforma-
tion---perhaps with fome juftice.--  ©

For thofe purpofes, Henry -b-egé.h- ‘the pre-
fent legal obligation to maintain the poor=Inhis
reign appeared the firft compulfory ftatute—
Rigorous punifhments of all able ‘poor, who

~ would not work, were ena&ed ; but no means

of employing them wete thought of till' the
reign of Edward VI. when materials were di-
ected to be provided for"'them.'-—-'“" -

" THE temper of ‘all the laws of thofe times

was much alike, they rather befpoke a defire to
getrid of the burden of the poor, than to pro-
vide for them, becaufe they were diftrefled.
The two Hofpitals of Chrift, and St. Thomas,
built by Edward VI. w

the impotént.—éThe'mﬁrmu'L'S of the people at
the lofs of religious houfes were, under
that pious and pedceable young Prince, more
diftin@ly heard, than during the tyrannic reign
of his fatheri— | N -'

‘ TPE ftatute 4 againft erefting cottages ap-
peated about the fame sera.—1Its import and

) .31{’: Elizabeth.
tendency

were the only afylums of -
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tendency were to prevent the increafe of the
poor, by depriving them of places of ‘habitation.
Such regulations favour little of Chriftian chari-
ty. Sir Edw ird Coke 1 pafles high encomiums
on that _law,ﬁapd feverely animadverts on cot-
‘tagers and inmates.  Better policy and afingu-
lar profecution||, attempted under its {anétion;
influenced the legiflature lately to repeal the
abfurd reftraint.— » R

Maxy parithes put thofe laws immediately
into execution—They levied rates, they reliev-
ed the diftrefled—Their poor and their rates in-
creafed together; -and we are now coolly told,
thatin many places the rates exceed a fifth, in
fome a fourth—and in othets a third part of the
full value of their lands! |

A parifh, which was firft rated in the begin-

“ning of this century, raifed about the year
| 4 oad Inft.

o A Gentleman was indiéted in the Chefter circuit on this

fatute, in the year 1774.—The learned Judges, before

whom it was tried, exprefled their abhorrence of the pro-
ceeding, and of the ftatute; and with a zeal for the rights

of mankind, which diftinguifhes their charalers, and does
~ honour to humanitj(—catlfed the bill to be brought into -
Parliament the following Seffion, which deftroyed for ever,

that means of oppreflion.

1740;
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17740, thirty five pouhds for the relief of the

poor; it has fince, gr‘adt“la:ﬂj incréafed to the en-

ormous amount of {even huvndred*_. If.parifhcs, .

which were earlier charged, have increafed in

" the fame proportion, their burden muft be in--

tolerable.—

___Whilﬁ; “that parith was :_ndt burdslled with
this tax, objets of charity were few, and hap-
py in the extenfive bounty of the opulent, .and.
the chearful donations of the peafants—A fhoal

of ftrangers, who came to work in the mines,

which abound in its 1leighbourho§'d; and who,
through the unguarded fimplicity of the inha-.

bitants gained {ettlements, brought With them
the cuftoms and regulations of their country—
Amongft others, the poor rate, and its invaria-

ble effects, a numerous and diffatisfied poor.—

Ix feveral parts of the kingdom, poor rates’

have been but very Jately levied—There are
fome counties, and many parifhes, particular-
ly in North-Wales, which do not yet raife
them—The few indigent among them are fup-
ported by voluntary contributions.—

* Another neighbouring paﬁﬂi,i about kfdrt'y yearé'ago, "

levied no r‘ate--b——I't now pays near eight hundred pounds.—
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It is generally true, that man is {6 impa-
tient of controul, that he will refufe as a duty,
what he would chearfully perform from the
‘mere impulfe of his own feelings—The pofition

is evinced in obferving thie different difpofitions

of people in rated and unrated parithes:—

In the latter, vthe béh'évbléﬁce 'ofallwrankéltq
the poor is very great, their bounty is difpenfed
W1th pleafure; and received with gratltude, in
the former, the ear of humamty is deaf, and
her hand clofed againt the intreaties of pover-
ty and diftrefs; if the wretch is a ftranger, he
is driven out with ftripes, if a parithioner, he is
dire@ted to his Parlfh-Ofﬁcer-—The relief which
the Overfeer hath power to give, is often infuf-
ﬁc1ent and often, ** the infolence of office”
fpurns the fupplicant from his door !—

AN exa& computation of the number of beg-

~ gars in thofe contrary fituations would be a work

of much labour; but, if I fnay be allowed to
judge from the frequency of apphcatxons, there
are full as many common beggars in rated as

“unrated parifhes.—

~ Alearned ]u;ige, of one of the Welch circuits,‘
lately attempted to perfmde the inhabitants

of

25 ]

of {'ome counties wn:hm his Junfd1&1on to adopt
the poor ! rate—He even threatened  to punifh

them for their non—comp11ance——~H1s Lordfhip’s.

humanity was mifled by the tranfient intrea- |
fes of a few beggars at his door—He is (L

doubt not) now convinced . of the cruelty of

forcmg a burden upon the mdu{’cnous mhabw-»

ants, Whu:h they have feen {o gnevous, 1nef-_
ﬁcac1ous, and 1rremoveable n other places.

THERE cannot remam a doubt but our evxls»_
have. orjgmated in the dxiT 1ut10n of monaﬁe-,
ries—the lofs of tithes, and the 1nvent1on of
poor rates—It muft now be 1mpoﬂible, in p1a~ |
ces where rates are e{‘cabh{hed to thake off thc.
incumbrance; alleviation 18 their only hope—;}—-
But parithes,  which have hitherto efcape
{hould carefully avoid ratmg themfelves._ -

Itisan mdlfpenﬁble duty on the rich and
powerful, to relieve and cherith the 1ndloent
and wretched—The mutual dependance of
mankind—the obhgatmn of Religion, and the
interefts of Society firongly enforce it. No;
{an&ions can create 2 r1ght of ploperty, ex-
empt from the claims of humanity.-=-
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- 'T'uE thing defirable in thc; poor laws isa

mode of taxation and relief, in which all poor

perfons would be interefted by contributing to
“a . ~ . SR " '
| comxrpnfund, and by receiving allowancés
proportioned to the contributions -

THE plan I would offer, is upon the princ;
p}esvof the }aﬁbciations,fo well known lijn'tl?-
kingdom, by the name of _Bénqﬁc;dl Clquv-"f
The m.en'nbers of thofe affociations contribute
very trlﬂmg fums to their funds, by weekl
fn?nthly‘, or other periodiéél,paynieﬁfs*; éxyc;
ft is obfervable, that not one has }failed o,f'b'.]
ing able, in a few years,' “to make vver'y yconi-
fortable, and fome very lai‘gé, allowances to-
members, who, by ficknefs or misfortune, b
come objects of relief.--- o i

I'F the affociations where evex;f “member i
cg?tlcdto the benefit, and where {o man o
rghgved, fucceed fo ‘Welfl; how proba’b'le‘ iy i,
that a fund, to whi_ch_all rank_s of men ‘WZﬁblli;

dock.{iegh:::am .and.Sheernefs Dock-yards, the impotent

many of them mau-l.tamed by a fimilar contribution—But

, rupport e .;ec‘en.rc no benefit from. the fund they thus

tute 3 and ;“,e,‘tdls not a parochial levy within the fla-

ment of it ...fV ].3an’ M. to gain a fettlement by the pay-
e « Burrows Settlement Cafes, 199.

be

| [ 27 ] |
be obliged to contribute according '\'_to their a~
bilities; and from which the poor and diftrefl-
ed only could demand affiftance, might be at
leaft equally fuccefsful? 1 will illuftrate my
propofition by the fcheme of 2 club, now . ex

ifting.---

It was originally an waﬁfocf;ié}’t.ion of about
fifty members, who paid annually, by {tated pe-
riodical portions, twelve {hillings---They fuf-
fered the fund to ‘écqumulate, Wi_thout dédu&i_on
for three y‘ea;_:s-—_'-lt, amaﬂ'edlthe«fuml of . g4l
f; fince that period, any
member falling fick of ‘any curable or. violent
‘diforder, receives ten thillings weekly during
his illnefs, dedu&ing only his - pr_oportionate
‘contribution to the fund---but if his diforder be
flow and lingering, from which he is deemed
irrecoverable---He . is made a penfioner for
life, with a weekly allowance of five thillings,

and at his death, his reprefentatives - are en-
titled to twelve or fourteen pounds from the

fund.---

10s. at fimple intere

' 'T'he club has fubfifted about twenty years,
and notwithftanding the many perfons it muft

have "relieved and buried, hath 2 large fum of
money
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money at intereft, ‘and i 1s, in every refpe& in
a Very ﬂourlihmg ﬁate.--- | | |

" New members are admitted on paying a

ﬁne, ‘and contrlbutmg durmg the ftated time, "

before they are intitled to relief.-==

The aﬂ'oc:latlon hath an. excellent regulatxon ;
‘ahy member may borrow a ftated fum from
‘the fund, at legal intereft, on giving furety
to the Stewards ; the prmmpal 1s feldom call-
‘ed’ in durmg ‘his life, and is always lefs
than what his reprefentatives would be  in-
‘titled to at his death---Such a t1me1y aid pre-
"ferves many artificers from ruin, and pre-
vents any lofs of intereft by the prmmpal be-
ing unemployedf-—That part of their plan

amplea

. [ 29 1
and capable of greater liberality,. tha;;‘;
the ftock of any club. |

"T'o apply what has been premlfedmfuppofe
a parlfh containing fifty inhabitants—ten of
them in opulent, or at leaft ealy, cir -cumftances
—ten above the danger of. becoming burden-‘
fome--—ﬁfteen felvants---and fifteen laborers.
THE ten of the ﬁrﬁ order, holdmgW
upon an average tenements of the \ L
value of fifty pounds per annum o goo.
each, amount in the whole to thej

~ rentof - -

Tue ten of the {econd ordera hold- % 150

“ing fifteen pounds per annum each

L ot Hon ot i e e

; i
51 ‘might be applied to advantage in a parochial i THE ﬁfteenﬂf Al n . ; on an agverage 30
. 4 !
it {cheme of thi§ nature; and ‘many families o of forty s B
i’g kept from bemg ‘burdenfome by’ havmg the } Tue fifteen laborers, eftimated by "
s means of fetting up fome ‘11ttle trade.--- - ! the {ame ratio, as thelr gams above 30
: Lo el S : maintenance -
In a pubhc aflociation all inhabitants thould i o -
contribute according to their pofleffions, and ar- | ‘ | o | Total 710
tificers and labourers, according to their wages; g o o |

v'thefe with the donations of the opulent and Suppofe the fum total contnbuted after theé |

the confolidation of parith monies, and pro- | ly in the pound --- the
perty, Would in a few years raife a fund more | wate of one (hilling only in the P yearly

ample, |




yearly ‘produce would be thirty-five pounds
ten fhillings. S \

Ir fuffered to accumulate for three) L. s d

~ years, it would make at fimple in- {1 ix 16 6
teret - - - -

-

Surprosk the parith had old benefac-] =
tions, amounting for the-fake of f 83 36
an even {um to - - -

THE parochial ftock, would at the %,2
time of firft drawing from}it be 0

~Suppofe at that period, there thould be fix re-
lievable objefts, between families and fingle
perfons who would be burdenfome thr‘ough
the year---that is one fifth part of the thirty,
between fervants and laborers, who, from their -
fituations, would be likely to be chargeable.

ALrLow them upon an average three fhil-
lings per week each---the yearly out-going
“would be  forty-fix pounds fixteen thillings.
The intereft of ftock, and the annual contri-
bution, amount to forty-five pounds ten fhil-
lings, there would therefore be a deficiency of
one pound {ix fthillings.--~ | B
o - T rHINE
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I THINK ’Ij‘ have allowed more than the
largeft poﬁiblé proportion of poor to;ri‘ch -—-
and exceeded the higheft eftimate of human
infirmity---yet the deficiency is too inconfider-
2ble to be mentioned---and the contribution is
only one fourth part of the rate, propofed to
be fixed by the Poor-houfe plan. ---

‘I mave omitted all occafional benefaltions,

and all contributions in refpect of perfonal pro-
perty, in order to {hew the moft unfavorable

afpe&t of the fcheme ---let us place it in an-
other pbint of view ---1n contfaf’c with the

| club.=-"

Tae parochial fund exceeds . the club in
ftock by 1its own accumulation, at the end .of
the given time, by feventeen pounds fix fhil-
lings and fix pence.---

Every member of the club is equally liable
to ficknefs, and equally entitled to relief ---
confequently, the relievable objeéts, and ex-
penditures, in the club muft be greater than
in the parochial plan, in the proportion of the
whole to three fifths, or fifty to thirty--~the
numbers which are probably relievable in
each «~= " S
| Tus
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- T'HE impotent Poor would, indeed, be longe1

‘and more regularly chargeable than the mem-
‘bers ; and infant families, or an. aged decrepld

widow, would often fucceed to the ftipend of

‘the father or hufband after his death --- but

thefe burdens are counterbalanced, and even
outweighed, in the aflociations---by their larger
allowance --- and by .the fums, which the re-
prefentatives of clubmen are, on thelr deaths,
ent1tled to.---

Ox the other hand, they would be amply
provided for in the parith fund, by-old bene-
faltions, occafional donations, and: voluntary
contributions, exclufive of the refource, in a
taxation of property, and an increafe of the
pound rate.

Every family, and perfon, receiving relief,
thould allow the contribution to the fund, out
of the money they receive, in order to keep up
the equality of the ftock, which would not ex-
ceed two fhillings a year.

A PROPORTIONATE fum might be required

for married women and children, in order to

entitle them toa larger allowance under m1f- :
fortune. ' '

SUCH

[ 33 1

Sucu a combination. would make :the in-

terefls of a community, mutual—--and many fo~

cieties would, I doubt not, refign ‘their funds
to the general ftock on having a compenfatlon
adequate to the beneﬁt ‘they are entitled to.
from their clubs, {fecured to them and their re-
prefentatwes. -- | '

ANY Perfons Who Would chufe to pay fuch |
ftated per1od1ca1 fums to the parith ftock, as
the clubs require, might have the fame con-
tingent adyantages. and allowances from the
parith, as they would. from a club; excluﬁve of
the relief, .in. right of the obhgatory conl:rlbu-_ |
UOHS---SUCh a privilege would probably put an

end to all ‘beneficial affociations throughout the

kmgdom—--for the members would fave by it
“the trouble of frequent meetings, and the mo-

ney. they are, by their articles, obliged to {pend
in the public houfes where they aflemble; and it -

~would be a pleafing refleGtion to the induftrious-

laborel, that his paying a few fhillings a year
more. than his rated proportion, would entitle
him to an additional and comfortable income,

when: afflicted with ficknefs or zm_po,t.ence.e--

THE ﬁtuatlons of mankmd are fo VB.I'LOUSi
and une‘qual that few, Who would be defirous
| C o
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of contributing voluntary fums, can contribute

alike--- Allowances thould therefore be propor-
t10ned to the’ contr1but1ons——-But in this," care -

thould be taken, not to exceed, or take under '

certain fixed fums---payable in different claffes

of a determinate number of members—-—The in-

equality of contributed fums, and- confequent.
 relief, would otherwife ruin the fund---It is
a fenfible maxim among 1nfurers, to I‘Iﬂ( the

fame fum upon every pohcy -

N -

A DIFFICULTY may be'urged'in the execu-

tion of a {cheme of this nature, - in large” pa-
* rifhes---The remedy {eems obviouss the largeft
communities may be divided into fmall affo:’
ciations---The anicient divifion of this kmgdom,; |

and the obligation of every fubje&t to have re-
{ponfibility in the tithing he belonged to, point:
out the method we fhould purfue---There
was a beautiful fimplicity and-ound policy in’

that wife regulatmn, which modern reﬁnement’ :

hathin vain attempted to fupply the lofs of by

innovation and 1mag1nary 1mpxovement.«-- |

THT‘ laW of fettlements would neceﬁarxly'.
~undergo a ch'mge--—They would probably be

reduced to birth and’ contnbutwn—--For the

mﬁant any perfon fhould begm to acquire ‘mo-

ney, -

[35]

ey, or enter 111to buﬁnefs, or fervice, his con-
tr1but10n thould begin---He | thould, ;be. bound
to emoll hlmfelf a. member of' fome aﬂoc1-
ation.--= e et

PossIBLY, contr ibution only rmght be made

the general fettlement ; it might, perhaps, be

moft" reafonable, that the relief . to a child \

’ ihould come from the fund to wh 1Ch hlS fathe1

had - cont11buted---Unknown 01‘phans would
be the only cxceptlon to -fuch a regulation.---

THE parents of 1lleg1t1mate chlldren fhould'-
be obhged to give immediate fecurity, for a fuf-

ficient penodlcal fum, to fome fund, for their

maintenance ;- and likewife be. bound. to.pay.a
rateable. contribution, to entitle them to-the re-

lief under impotence, till they thould become. .

able to pay for themfelves---It Would be a fuf-
ficient . pumfhment for: mcontmence---An am-

| ple_m_demm.ty.._to.the pubhc-,—:—and a protection:

of helplefs. infants.-—.

THE dueéhon of the ﬁatute of Ehzabeth
1efpe6’cmg manufa&ox ies, for the employment
of the able poor, in their own houfes, might be
puuned---AIl kmds of cloathing and neceﬂzuy

utenﬁls might be made by them---They would

- C 2 ) Aave
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fave the unavoidable lofs which muft ‘arife in

fbu‘yihg' th@fe" articles from other places-+~We

thould encourage the manufa&urer, by allow-
ing him profits according to the full matket
price,=== | ‘ | |

Sir William Blackftone* well faith, Tt
providing ftocks for the “able poor to work up,

fhould go hand in hand with the other: regula-

tions of the fatute, 43d Elizabeth.”--The
negle@ of that wifeft provifion in the ftatute, is
one evident caufe of the increafe of our poor

ratesi-a

- Tuere would be no other officers wanting

for conduéing the plan I propofe, than fuch as

the clubs now have---Or if Overfeers, in-the

nature of the prefent :parith officers, {hould be
thought more eligible, they might be conti-
nued--- A fuperintending power, in men of rank

and fortune, would be a fufficient check upon
them, and fave the neceflity of 2 new denomi-

nation of officers.---

PeruaPs it might be prudent to-allow fome

{mall falary to the officers, for their lofs of
time, and trouble, in condudting the employ-

" Com, B. i.=-Ch. g

ment ‘

Ll |
et of the poor, i -delivering out, and réceivs
g back; their work:srand in - dire&ting Coms«

ron -laborersit would ~ftimulate their‘ats
rantion and diligengesis o0

T S

e avoid lofsiand 1nConVeniences--every
perfon fhould be obliged 1o ‘bring hiscontribu-

tion to the receiving officer, on - certain fized
- days.-—--The rich, on pain of double payment---
‘the p‘oor,. under & {mall forfeiture, and a lefs

lowance when they fhould become objects of

| efcTt would be the particular interéft  of

trefs and ynisfortune---and - the ."advaﬁtaﬁgebf ,‘
both rich and poor, to fave the penalties; which

the ‘poor, to itifare an ample ftipend againtt dif-

~ fhould be peremptorily and eafily recbverable.—-«

TuprE are many clubs, 1o which a chari- -
table fubfcriber to their funds may nominate
PR :

~ the objeéf;g““?f h‘i“s-b‘eneVole_nce-é'-If ‘men of for-

rune would apply an annual fum for that pur-
pofe---they would relieve the diﬁre{fes of the
impotent more effeCtually than by alms at

their doors.--=

Tt would be an imp'roirement of the prefent
‘beneficial plans, if the monéy payable to the
reprefentatives of members was continued 1

the
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~the fund, and an adequate weekly allowance
made to the widow or orphan, during ficknefs
or 1mpotence.---It generally happens, that they
are not in a way of bufinefs to'make a fum of
- money ufeful to them, and it is foon diffipat-
‘ed without account:or benefit--+But thofe who
can make an advantageous ufe of ‘the money,
ihould by all means receive iti=== .

1. OFFER thefe outhnes W1th a hope only
that the fcheme might prove ‘beneficial, if di-
gefted into a regular {yftem:--A fingle parifh
~might try the experiment, but the fan&ion of |

the legiflature is requzﬁte to: authorlze the at-
tempt.

I am, Slr, &ca

/Z”f/fé//% a8

FfNI‘,'







