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PO OR, &

*ﬁﬁm’:@; H E makinga proper provifion for the -

» i-;ﬁ . 3y Poor, and the inforcing a more " ge-

f{.ﬁ ?f;&;}' neral fpirit of induftry and order

Soplpgen: among the common people of this

Ez

~ country, are objects which have engaged the at-
" tention not only of many private perfons of great

experience and abilities, but of the legiflature
alfo, for fome ages paft ; and it is greatly to be
lamented, that the many fchemes hitherto made
ufe of, with views fo truly laudable and benevo-
lent, and at fuch immenfe expence to the nation,
fhould never yet, when they came to be carried
into real practice, have, in any tolerable degree,
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an{weied the expe&:atlons of the public ; info-

much, that many wife and ]udlcxous men have

been led to think, that the mconvemenc1es of the
comrhunity, as well as the wants and diftreffes of
the Poor, have, upon the whole, been rather i in-
creafed than leffened, by every method that has
hitherto been tried to remedy them.

I am perfuaded the want of fuccefs has not
‘been owing to any natural depravity pec‘uliar to
the low people of thls country, more than in

common with the rei‘c of mankind 5 and if thxs )

be admitted, which, T prefume, no reafonablc
man will dxfpute, the caufes of fo great and in-
terefting a d1fappomtment, muflt be looked for
folely in our laws and polity. Iow thefe defects
and diforders arﬂ”e, and what remedies may
be apphed with any probablhty of fuccefs, wul be
the fubjeét of the following 1 mqulry '

‘ The leoiﬂature can never be employed ﬁpoﬁ
an obje& which demands more ferious and de-.
liberate attention, and on which the ﬁ:xengtb
the riches, and fafety of this nation more im-
1ned1ately depend than the frammg laws to
relieve the wants and fuffermgs, and regulate
the behavmur, ‘of that great part of mankind,
whxch in thxs, aswell as in every other natxon, ‘the
w_:provxdence of God feems ta have placed ina fitua-

tion,

313

| tion,” w where the happmefs and fafety of them-

felves, as well as the réft of the 1nhab1tants, who
are in eaﬁcr circumflances, in a great meafure de-
pend on théir early apphcatton to labour, their
conftant frugality and induftry, accornpamed w1th
fober, vntuous, and orderly behavmur. o

If the prefent laws, fupporteu at. an expence, I

, apprehend w1thout example in any “other nation’

in the world, were calculated to bring about this
defirable end, we fhould not now be lamenting
that the diforders and fuﬁ'ermgs of the Poor ‘are fo
far from being checked, ‘or alleviated, that they
feem rather to increafe and multlply upon us,
from year to year, in proportion as the expence
increafes ; the principal part.¢ of which" generally
lying upon the induftrious farmer and tradéfian,
and who, feeing fo great a part of it fall to the
fhare of the clamorous, undeferving ‘and idle,
diftribute it grudgingly ;5 which is the foundation
of a circumftance moft. unhapplly dlfagreeable in -

_fo great an expence, ‘that the giver has little- or

no pretenﬁons to benevolence or char1ty 3 and it

~ is much to be feared that fenuments of humlhty_

and thankfulne{s, are too often wanting in the mind
of the receiver. Wherefore, it is greatly to be
withed that fome method could be thouoht on
which might make the raifing the’ money for

fhe fupport of the Poor, in. fome creater degree,
Az | the
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the voluntary d& of the perfons who fupply it ;
by which means they would be neceffarily led to
- confider themfelves more aceountable to their be-

‘nefaGors for their behaviour, when they found’

they were at liberty to regulate their relief, not
only in proportion to the wants, but alfo. the de-
ferts of the different objeéts ‘which fhould prefent
themfielves. ‘ : :

Compulfive faws for the fupport of the Poor,
I apprehend, are peculiar to -this country 3 not-
withftanding which, they have continued {o many
years the mode of relief "with us, that I am per-
fuaded, no confiderate perfon would:recommend
a total alteration at once; but yet fomething
might undoubtedly be done without. the leaft dan-
ger of any inconvenience arifing from thence. In-
deed, if the inhabitants of every parifh, who are
now rateable to the poor, were left intirely at li-
berty to give or withhold their proportion, the
confequence would certainly be, that the burthen
muft fall very unequally; for which reafon, as
things now ftand, 1 would not. propofe altering
the law, fo far as it regards the equality of the
rate, but principally as to the power and manner
~ of diftributing the money afterit is raifed.

. The offices of. church-warden, and overfeer

*of the Poor, efpecially in all large and populous
L R - parithes

51

parifhes in - cities'and great towns; are oenerally
Gilled up with tradefmen and niechanics, who aré
2

often very little interefted in the expence, and

whofe fituation makes it almoft impofiible for
them not to do many things through fivour and .
partiality.” And not only a great part of the year
is generally elapfed before they can well be, in
any- tolerable degree, acquainte‘&‘witﬁ the nature
of their duty; but, befides, I apprehend, it is
confidered by moft of them 4s an office liable to
mtich"’cen'furé;' ‘trouble, and lofs of time 3 an‘d;
therefore, their principal care is toTub through it
with' as little inconveniencc to themfelves as they
poflibly can. For which reafons, I prefume, it
would be much more defirable that the difpofal of
the money, raifed for the relief of thé Poor, fhould
remain under the fole authority of a parifh-m'ee&
ing, or veftry. And in large parifhes, that the
care and trouble may be more divided, a certain
number of the moft confiderable houfckeepers;
togethe’r with the church-warden a;nd"o'veffeer,
might be chofen annually, or as much oftener as
{hould be found neceffary s _a‘nd that every thing
which regards the care and relief of the Poor,
{hould be left under their management and direc-
tion ; fubje&; neverthelefs, to the ﬁnaI co‘n;roul and
orders of a parifh-meeting; which fhould be
fummoned, from time to time, whenever any
ircumitance arofe which required their attention.

Ag | And




then almoft wholly lies, and to direct an affair

[ 6]
And this committee, chofen as above for the
management of the Poor, I apprehend, fhould

meet once a week, or oftener, if neceffary. And
that proper objects of charity may never .be at a

lofs to know where to apply for relief, the church- |

wardens and overfeers might be impowered to
adminifter occafional affiftance, - until - the next
‘meeting of the parifh, or committee, from which
time the whole care and m'anagemt;nt_ﬂlould reft
with them. And, perhaps, if all the Inhabi-
tants who hold under ten, twelve, or _fif-

teen pounds a year in land; or é_ight, _ten, or

twelve pounds a year in houfes, according as the
value of houfe-rent may happen to be in different
parts of the country, were excufed from ferving
parith-offices, and alfo from the trouble and lofs
of time attending the . care and management of
the poor, it might be the means of preventing
many inconveniencies; as it does not feem agreeable
to reafon and good policy, that perfons fo little
interefted, and who, neverthelefs, in fqi&ne pa-
rithes, may make a confiderable majority, and at
the fame time are, moft probably, from their

‘rank a‘nvd'ed_ucagion, to be fuppofed the leaft qua-

lified to form a right judgment, fhould have it in
their power to controul all the great land-holders,
and principal inhabitants, upon whom the bur-

'2\
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of fuch great confequenceto. the public, as well a5
the parties more immediately concerned,

- 1am perfuaded, if the determination of a parifh
meeting was - generally final, and- all 'appealsi'to
juftices of  peace difcouraged as much as ppf-
fible, ‘the confequence would be moft falutary
not only to the public, but alfo to the Poor them-

felves, in the long run. In regard to the public, the

Poor would certainly be put more upon their good
behaviour; and would be naturally led into {fen~
timents of greater’ humility, refpect, and thank-
fulnefs,  when they found that the fupplying
their wants, and alleviating their fufferings, arofe
in ‘great meafure from voluntary’ kindnefs, and
not altogether from the compulfion of laws. In

regard to-the Poor themfelves, when they were .

made fenfible that their relief in time of diftrefs,
was left more . at' the difcretion and benevolence
of the parifh, than under the former c_o'mpu}ﬁ‘ffe
laws ; they would of courfe. become more cir-
‘cumifpe& and provident in their general conduét,
and in a manner compelled to make fome pro-
vifion- againﬁ ‘the day of want: and fo by de-
grc_es,“fbe ~moft probably led into habits of fo-
briety, frugality, and induftry, which they would
moft certainly find . to be ‘a fituation" infinitely
more defirable and: happy, than their former life
of a fcanty, dependent,- and precarious {fupport. ;
~ A4 |




. T am aware, that the taking the provifion for

the Poor, fo much out of the hands of the gentle-
meén in the commiffion of the peace, may prob-

ably meet with oppofition : but although I fore-

fee that many may differ from me in that point,
neverthelefs, I am thoroughly perfuaded the evil
cannot be fufficiently redreffed, except the inter-
fering of that power {hall be in the whole, or in
great part fuperfeded.  The inhabitants of every
parith, muft be the beft, and indeed almoft the

aonly judges, both of the behaviour, the wants;

and, deferts of their own Poor : and I apprchend :
the greateft part of appeals to juftices of peace, is

: from the clamorous, undefervmg, and idle ; who
generally flatter themfelves, that either by tiring
them with their. importunities, or. by working up-
on their paffions by artful reprefentations of di-
ftrefs, f_,they fhall at laft be able to prevail: and as
thofe magiftrates, like other men, are not exeinpt
from the common infirmities of human nature ;
the popularity of the action, co-operating- with
the natural tendernefs and compaffion, even. of
the beft, and mofk cautious men, may fometimes
very undefignedly miflead their judgment ; and by

that means many, undeferving perfons: encouraged
to continue in idlenefs, who without this refource
would. be under the neceffity of provxdmg for-

themfielves by fome hone{’c labour. . . .
: gl : o
But

[ 91 |
_But if this fhould-be confidered, as taking too
much. out of the hands-of thofe magiftrates, :and

that the Poor might poflibly thereby be expofed

fometxmes to - unjuftifiable hardthips 5 at leaft
the appointment - of ‘one' juftice of: pedce--only;
fhould never be binding upon  any: parifh, :until
it fhall be confirmed by the quarter .or petty
feffions, or by fome other juftice in the ne1gh-
bourhood, to be named by the parifh that fhall
think itfelf agegrieved ; (in . order that an’ af:
fair of fuch confequence to the p‘ub’lic,’ ras well-ag

the perfons immediately interefted, may not altos

gether depend on the prejudice;. the eafinefs, - the
cdprice, Or pcrhaps, fometlmes, the refentment of

~ one-man..

Therc is no great reafon to apprehend, that

the majority of the inhabitants. of .any parifh;

whatever may be -fuppofed: of patticular perfons;

would ever fuffer any objects labouring under real
diftrefs, although they fhould. be ever fo undefeiv-
ing; to continue in want and - mifery, without
adminiftering relief; much Jefs to fink under the
preffure of their misfortunes.:  Unfeigned diftrefs

operates fo ftrongly upon the feelings of man:
kind. in: general, that-they atre not apt, at thofe |
times efpecially, to make. any. ftrict. ferutiny into .
the caufes that might have. produced it. - ‘The.

natural fentxments of tendernefs: and- ‘humanity,
imper-

e e st et S
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imperceptibly compel men to employ all their at-
tention, upon -finding out prefent means ‘ of re-

- Yieving the unhappy fufferer.” Few indeed would

be the occafions of ‘mens exercifing their charity,
fhould they confine it to thofe only, who labour
under misfortunes . they could not pofﬁbly havc
prevented SRR g

f_r The “natural ‘5genit1$'bf the Englith nation, is

moft ftrongly againft the fuppofition of every

tendency to cruelty, and want of compaffion ; and
in fa&, the great number of - public and private
charities, eftablifhed of late years, and {upported

“at this time, by voluntary fubfcriptions, notwith-

ftanding the heavy burthen of the poor rate; to
which may be added the large contributions

* raifed upon the public by common beggars, " to-

gether with fuch fums as are diftributed conti-
nually to neceflitous” familigs, by charitable per-
fons, many of which are done in fecret 3 are un-
anfwerable arguments, that at pxefent ‘the tor-
rent runs quite'the contrary way. And if the le-
grﬂature fhould think proper to fuperfede, or re-

“ftrain the appeals to juftices of peace; a further
fecurity mlght be provided againft the want of
~ compaffion in parifhes, for: the fufferings of the

helplefs poor, by fubjecting them to the heavieft
penalties, if any inftances, properly attefted,

{hould be produced of their leaving any diftreffed -

objects

[ 11 ]

objeéts to fink under the weight of their miferies,

by with- holdmo their aﬁiﬁance, when it ihall ap-
pear that the cafe had been made known 1 to them,
and. application made for relief; nay although the
event fhould not prove fatal to the unhappy fuf-
ferer, any: unjuﬂlﬁablc, or cruel difregard of the
diftrefles of the. helplefs poor, fhould be liable to
a proportlonable degree . of cenfure and penalty.
But I.flatter myfelf this part-of the law would
feldom want to be carried into execution,

'The fundamental error. refpe&ing the‘lowér
clafs of people, lies prmc1pally here ; that the ge-
neral tendency of our laws and, polity, is rather
aimed at the fupplying their neceffities, and pu~
nifhing their diforders and offences, after they
have happened than in removing and preventing
the caufes of them:; and until fome effectual alter-
ation fhall be made in this refpect; ‘the legiflature
may go on adopting plan after plan; may give

juftices of peace ftill- more unlimited . powers

for enlarging parifh allowances; may enable pa-
rifhes to erect. ‘work-houfes of their own, for their
reception and_employment, or for t\hat}purpo‘fe

may form the whole nation into larger diftritts:

‘the magiftrate may go on to fine, imprifon, and
torture’ with corporal punifhment unhappy. of-

fenders ; may fend whole fleets of them into ba-

pithment and flavery, in our foreign colonies s

- may’
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may ptit a final period to their violenice and ot
tage, by the moft ignominious déath : and to
compleat the hoirid fcene, miay expofe théir car-
cafes on- glbbets, as 4 -warning- and ‘terror - {4
others, until he is weary of the drudgery, it will
all amount to nothing. Men that have béen fuf-

fered t6 go on from their childhosd .in idlenefs .

and vice, if they are not reftrained by thé laws;
will continue to be idle andvicious. - Hunger, and
thirft, and cold, will cempel them t6 look etit-for
any means, be ‘they ever {o dangerous, of removing
thofe inconveniencies ;- the importunate aid cla-
morous calls of nature will be heard and obeyed 3
they will admit of no-denial or delayy the work:
houfes and jails will never want inhabitants'; - tlié
pubhc expencc, and pwbhe terror; Wlll go ofi s
reaﬁng : ' .

If this’ be the true ftaté of the cafe, fufe}y 1f
any regard for the happinefs and fafety of nian-

‘kind, if any compaffion for the miferies of our

fellow creatures,. is left athong mien; it is high
time to look out for a remedy, that ir fome rica-
~ fure may be adequate to {0 daﬁoemus and umver~

{al a dlforder. A S
In every country, the ﬁrﬂ: mami’crate is to be
conﬁdered as the political father of all his people
as well of thofe who' neglcék and violate hi¥ }awﬁs,
as

e LT T
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as of thofe who regard and. obey them ; the res

: ,fra&qry and dlfobcd;ent, are ftill 1efraé‘tory and
dxfobcdlent chxldrcn nor are they at all the lefs

on that. account, the obje&s of his. care and ten-
d{:mefs more efpecmlly, if a total negle& of their
morals and condu&, has naturally led them.into
that. unhappy fituation ; and,,to complete, the
pubhc mxfmana,gement, every. temptatlon befides
been thrown in thelr way, that 1 mwht feduce them
into difobedience and.ruin, |

B ;-This»fm:}démental error does -x;of“only pnev.ai‘l’ m
the public Jaws and polity of this: country, but

~even in private charities the fame error too genes

rally prevails. -

" In the metropolis of this kingdom, I:have
heard, there are five or {ix thoufand of the chil-
dren of the very loweit of the people, clothed
and educated at the expence of private perfons;
the males, I apprehend, are. generally inftructed

- in reading, writing, and arithmetic ; the fem,algs},
. in reading, knitting, and needle-work 3 and, 1

pzefume, both,of them may be continued in thefc
places of education, yntil they. arrive at the ag

of fourteen, ‘The males, during the whole time
of their reception, are, I fear, too feldom encaocd

about any. thing that has fo much as.the appear-

gpcev,of _labgur The femak*s, mdecd I bc:heve,
are

|
i
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are generally kept, as was obfervcd above, fome

confiderable part of  their tlme, to kmttmg, or

needle-work. But if fome : mcaner, arid more Ia-
borious 1mployment, efpec1ally when ‘they are, a

Tittle grown up, could be found for them, and
take placc of, or at leaft be joined along with

the other, it would undoubtedly be much more

fuitable to the lownefs of their birth and {’catlon_,‘
and -have a natural tendency to fit them for thofe.

fervile occupations, which inthe ordinary courfe of

providence are moft likely to fall to their {hare |

And in order thereto, until fome fuch proper la-
bour. fhall be procured for them, the abfence froni

{chool, - both of the males and females, fhould al: -

ways be difpenfed with, whenever any one of the

truftees, or the mafter or miftrefs, thall be fatis-'
fied that the affiftance of ‘their labour is wanted

‘at home, by their parents or friends, either for
themfelves, or any other perfons. And indeed,
it is a duty incumbent upon the truftees, previous
to their admirtting fuch children, to prefs 1t ‘upon
their friends in the ftrongeft manner, to ufe their
utmoft endeavours to find out fome ufeful labour
or othier, to employ thém about, and to give them
to underftand, that although they fhould be able
1o fpare them only an hour or two in a day, they
' will be admitted to the inftruction of the fchool ;
- always taking the ftricteft care, that the children
do not impofe upon them by falfe: pretcnces -and

by

- AL LSS T
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by thefe means, there might be fome probability

of their becoming ufeful fubjeéts. There are

many i mdu{’crlous famlhes, much above the rank
of the poor people, the . m{’cru&.xon and. employ-
ment of whofe children we have now under con-
ﬁderanon, who think their own fuﬂicu:ntly edu-
cated if they fpare them an“hour or -two in-an
evening for that purpofe, after the various em-

ployments and labours of the day are over. Thefe

poor children are certainly taken out of that rank
and order wherein providence had placed them, and
muft generally be left cither.deftitute of all employ-

ment and provifion, or take the place of many of

the children of more induftrious, reputable, and
deferving parents ;. and fometimes,{ perhaps, of
thofe very. perfons who had con;trib‘uted to the ex-

- pence of their. education. - What muft be the

confequence fhould  this mxftaken charity prevail
univerfally? Who will be left to do the. labour

and drudgery of the world ¢ Iam afraid, if we.

form our judgment from cbfervation and expe-.
rience, we muft not e\cpeé’t that the habit and
love of labour will be eafily acquired by thofe

who do not bégin to fet about it until the age of

fourteen. Young perfons fo educated, will ge-
nerally have other and higher views : but how are

thofe expectations to be fauisfied? Tt is 1mpof .
fible -they fhould ; there: is. not room left for-
them. Such numbErs thmwn into the world un~:

accu{l

s Armi3A A e ik




v Sata

SR ST ey

[ 16 ]

“accuftomed to ‘labouf, and - deftitute of ‘other
“means of fupport, cannot but raife very aldrm-
ing apprehenfions both: for the- unhappy obje&s

themfelves, and the pubhc

 Whenever e’ither the legiflature, or private per-
fons, employ their care about the children of the

‘Poor, the principal part of their plan fhould be to

enure them to the loweft and moft - early labour

it will always remain- the ground- and foundation

of every othet virtue; the good effectsof it will
accompany them through ‘every ftation’ and - pe-
riod -of life. - All other teachmg, which is- not.,

-accompanied with labour, will be utterly unpro-

fitable both to - themfelves and the public. The
love and practice: of labour, make -the principal
part of the true religion of the great bulk of man-

kind. Butthe oeneral rules here recommended,

are by no means- mtended to take place whenever

perfons of fortune and ability fhall difcover any
triking appearances of parts and genius in the

children, even of the very loweftof the people.

. There are many other charitable foundations in
the metropolis, originally planned and fupported
at this time by private perfons ; which, in {o ex-

tenfive and populous a city, if kept within due
‘bounds and regulations, are both laudable’ and

ufeful. . But, furely, thefe things -may be. carried
E ' i toe

L7 ]

too far. Should the fame humour prevail the next

-generation, as has the laft, fhould we not have

reafon to be afraid of the confequences? If we
once come to take out of ‘the hands of the com-

mon people, the care and expence of educating -
and fupporting their children, and make the pro-
-vifion for both of them too general and extenfive,
under every circumftance of misfortune and infir-
‘mity, from whatever caufes they fhall arife, whe-
‘ther from events which they could neither fore-
fee nor provide againft, or from idlenefs; extra-
~vagance and vice, fhall we not be in danger of
~greatly weakening, or perhaps almoft utterly ef-
.facing thofe great motives to frugality and induf-
uy, originally planted by pr'ovidence, for the wifeft
purpofes, in the minds of all men, viz. The defire.
* of procuring for ourfelves a comfortable and in--
“dependent fupport in ficknefs and in health, and
the love and care of our offspring ?  Should we
‘not be more ufefully employed if we endeavoured

to find out fome means or other of invigorating,

- and calling out into real pra&ice, thofe great and

noble prmcnplcs and motives to action, which,
in the minds of too many, are already become

: lancruld and almoft effaced ?

Thcre was a time within the memory of many

perfons now living, when the common people in

" general had toe much fpirit and fenfe of fhame,
| B )
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to accept charity either from patifhes or, hofpltalq

‘but thought it much more- eligible to firuggle
‘hard to make fome provifion by their frugality and

induftry, againft the common accidents of . fick-

‘nefs, dearnefs of ‘heceflaries, and want of em-
ployment. = At prefent their numbers keep them

in countenance, and they crowd the doors of the
church-wardens and overfeers, and fill the work-
houfes and hofpitals, without the leaft {cruple or

remorfe ; infontuch, that if an-exact account could

be procured of all fuch as are annually fupportedor

pelieved by public or private charities within-the
bills of mortality, and a comparifon made with
‘what our fituation was in that refpet about-half a
century ago ; at which time, if we-form our judg-
" ment from. the yearly bills of mortality, T appre-
‘hend, the city was nearly as populous-as at pre-
‘fent; I am perfuaded it would both aftonifh and

alarm the moft fupine and inconfiderate. - By

‘this means not only a general carelefsnefs, and

want of attention to their own well-being ‘and

-fupport, and, .inftead thereof, a total reliance
.upon the public for every thing-in all cafes of

diftrefs, muft neceffarily be introduced; but alfo
an univerfal meannefs, and deacncracy from our
true ancient {pirit, muft, in time, prevail among

“ the common people of this country

.. Another

gance, and idlenefs of the common people; into
fobriety, frugality and induftry; wpon which

[ 19 1]

" Auother fhare and temptation to idlenefs, ex-
pence and vice, laid for the common people, is
the great and ufelefs number of public-houfes
wh1ch we. almoft every where meet with; moft
of which, not being wanted- for real convenience
and accommodation, are perverted to the worft
and moft dangerous abufes ; are often made the
receptacles of proftitutes, pilferers and thieves,
and all other tranfgreffors of the laws ; or at leaft
the feducers of the thoughtlefs people into idle-
‘nefs, gaming, npplmg, and the fquandering away
thofe fmall earnings, ~which are wanted at home
for the fupport of their ftarving families, and too
‘often into mortgaging their future labour to-gra--
tlfy the prefent humour of riot and excefs: nor
is there, in the long catalogue of errors in the
Jaws and polity of this country, {o fruitful a fource -
“of evil; nor which calls more loudly upon all thofe
who have it in ‘their power to put a ftop to o
univerfal and:dangerous a contagion. ‘The con-
fideration of the revenue will never, furely, be
urged as ‘a motive for continuing fo deftructive
an abufe ; even fuppofing any pcrfons could form
{o wrong and partlal a Judgment of things, as to
imagine ‘the revenue can ever fuffer, upon the
whole; by changing the intemperance, extrava-

alone the rxches and ftrength of the nagion de-
B2 pend
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pend. -Nor can ‘there, indeed, be adopted, by
ftatefimen, a more weak and'dangerous error,

‘than to fuppofe, that doing right, can ever pofli-
‘bly be attended with bad confequences If Truth

and Right are not thofe infallible guides which

.we may always fafely follow, both in fpeculation
-and ~practice, to what muft we have recourfe ?

And, contrary to this plain and unerring rule,, if

the licencing fuch ufelefs numbers of houfes by

public authority, as can have no poflible means
of fupport but by corrupting the morals of the

common people, and introducing every kind of
wvice and diforder, is not eftablithing iniquity by
Jaw, I am at a lofs to know what can be cal-
led fo. | |

‘Whenever we fhall be difpofed, in earneft; to put
a ftop to this dangerous evil, the prefent method of
licencing muft be entirely altered. As the inhabi-
tants of every parith muft be the beft, and generally
the only judges of what accommodations of this fort
are wanting, no licence thould ever be granted for
any perfon to keep a public-houfe, until it has
been previoufly refolved by a pam{h-meetlnor af-
ter public notice given in the church, at leaft fix
days, for that purpofe, that fuch a houfe is want-
ed in that place for the accommodation of the

pubhc and that the perfon menuoncd in the refolu-

tion is a fit perfon.

If

T oer ]

" 1F ¢his method was: fteadily purfued, thefe Houf&

. would hardly ever exceed the number that was’
really wanted, nor fall into improper hands

the perfons who kept them .would always be en-

- abled to procure for themfelves a fufficient and

reputable livelihood, without being unider the
temptation of ufing -thofe hurtful and danoerous
methods of fupporting themfelves, which are too
frequently pra&lfed under the prefent manage-
ment. Beﬁdes, it 1s worthy the attention. of the
leorlﬂaturc to have fome regard to the great num-
ber of hands that are rendered ufelefs to the com-
munity by this unneceflary increafe of public-
houfes.  For, befides the ' man and his wife, when
they are kept by married perfons, they generally
employ, at leaft, one fervant; nor is the con-

verfation and examples, to be met with in thofe

houfes, at all calculated to prepaxc their children
to make induftrious and ufeful fubjets.

- Numberlefs other temptations to idlenefs and
‘expence, are: thrown in the way of the thought-
lefs people, either by the pcrmlﬁioq or conni-
vance of the civil maglﬁrate. How fcandalous
is it to fee the whole country laid under - fuch
heavy contribution by thofe itinerant impoftors,
who, under pretence of adminiftering relief in all
the various diforders that affli& mankind, are per-
rmtted to erect public ﬁacres, whcre, by their: Tow

‘ B3 o “humour,
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humour, buffoonery, and other various amufe-
ments, adapted to the tafte of the common pea-
ple, and, by the addition of a few trinkets of
fmall value, by way of lottery, to put off their
pxlls and plaifters, in open v1olatxon of the laws,

the 1gnorant multitude are dmwn tooether, and

pheated both of -their mouey, time, and health
and frequently led alfo into other expences. Nor
.do thefe infamous frauds confift in trifling fums ;
it is not, I apprehend, very unufual to fee from
twenty to t}irty pounds, - and, perhaps, fome-
times more, in one market-day, picked out of the
pockets of the very loweft of the people, by thefe
C hfu‘latans. It would be endlefs to enumerate the
various .chcats and lmpcﬁors gh_a_tha‘,re fuffered ta
delude the credulous Pepple; -

I muft not omit to take notice, in this place, of
another great encouragement to idlenefs and vice

T mean the general permiffion giVen to common

beggars to 1mpofe, by their various arts, upon the
‘benevolence and, humamty of the people. The
money . levied upon the public by the different
v_fef’ts of Mendxcants, is much more conﬁderable,
_,I apprehend, -than men orenerally imagine. We
are told they have formed themfelves into a re-
‘gular conf’cxtuuon, with their laws, their maglf—

:rrates, their p10v1nc1al and oeneral affemblies,

‘j’herc thezx pecullar mtereﬁs and concerns are de-

A . | ; bated

y

[?3]

bated and fettled. - 'Whether their political m{h-=
tutions, and internal government, may be car-
tied to fuch lengths and degrees of 'perfetion as
fome men. have imagined, I know not; but that
the fuffering fuch crrofs ‘impofitions, and dange-
rous abufes, to be camed on without any notice
being taken by the pubhc, or any reftraint from
the civil magiftrate, is contrary to found policy,
and muft be the occafion of great 11cent10ufnefs,

‘diforder, and unneceflary expence, can admit of

no doubtt and that, whenever any effetual re-
medy fhall be found -out, and fteadily apphed, it
muft become a very great and interefting acquifi-
tion to the. national ftrength ; as the public detri-
ment arifing from this abufe is two- fold, both in
the contributions thefe vagabonds raife upon the
induftrious common people, for it is from that
quarter -their encouragement principally arifes,
and in the lofs of their labour. And,indeed, {folong
as the Poor fhall be fuffered to procure for them-
{elves fubfiftence by thefe illegal and dangerous
methods, all attempts towards enforcing a more
general fpirit of order and induftry among the
idle part of the common people, will ever provc
yain and unfuccefsful. Some effe@ual check, it is
hoped, will be given to fuch hurtful and dange-
rous mifapplication of the public benevolence, by
enlarging the rewards to all fuch- perfons as fhall
apprehend and deliver them into:the cuftody of
B 4 . a
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a peace-officer, to be conveyed by him before the

civil magiftrate ; by enforcing fuch penalties upon

all parithes where. thefe ftrolling mendicants fhall
be relieved, and fuch punifhments upon the of-

fenders, as fhall feem proper to the wifdom.of par~

hament

' But the» moft daring offence againft public order
and decency, and which demands immediate re~
drefs, is the fcandalous permiflion of common

proftitutes to infeft the ftreets of the metropolis ;

a-reproach upon civil government and good man-
ners without example, I apprehend, 1n any other
part of the world. - The fecret-haunts and dark

retreats of lewdnefs and debauchery, perhaps,

may. not fo eafily be ferretted out; but where the
offence is committed.before the face of the whole
world, the fuffering fuch infamous abufes to go
unpunithed, can admit of no excufe.
gerous and deplorable, indeed, is the fituation of
the poor inconfiderate people !" as foon as the pub-
lic. houfe has turned them out, heated and pre-
pared for any thing that may offer, the profti-

tute ftands ready in the ftreet to lay hold of them,

and feize- what the publican had left, and then

fend them home to mourn at leifure over their

empty pockets-and ruined health.  The magif-

trate himfelf is not-in a fituation much to be ‘en-
vied, who is .obliged to put the laws in execy-

tion,

Moft dan-

[ 25 1

“tion, ‘and punifh unhappy thoughtlefs men ;. who

through a total want of phblic care, and by fuf-
fering every poflible: temptation to be thrown in

their way, have been almoft unavmdably feduc d :

from their duty, and dxawn into rmm

Another pubhc-'ferror becqme now almoft uni-
verfal, is the introduction of foreign teas, inftead
of the wholefome produce of our own country.
It is furely the moft unexampled and’ unnatural
policy to fuffer the whole body ‘of. the comnon

- people, efpecially females of every age, to make

at leaft one meal .a day upon a pernicious drug,
which grows in: the remoteft parts.of Afia; -and

traverfes two thirds of the globe before it reaches-
~ this country : a drug which inftead of adminifter- -
, generally leaves
thofe that make ufe of it weakened -and difpirited,

ing nourithment and ftrength

and by that means naturally introduces ‘the love
and habit of ftrong liquors, as a prefent relief;

Befides the price of the tea and fugar, which

would go a good way towards: the fupport of a

poor family, and without reckoning the lofs of
_time ufual upon thefe gofliping occalions ; there

is another great additional expence of fewel upon
this account alone; the butter alfo. which ac-
companies this abfurd ‘meal is” generally too ex-
penfive a food for the common ufe of the Poor;

aud fuch is the mfatuatxon ‘of thefe unhappy
~ people,
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people, that they will rather fuffer themfélves and
¢heir children to be reduced to the. greateft extre-
mities -of . diftrefs, By the  want of common. necef-
faries, than ‘give up this favourite beverage. -AlL
men {ec and lament the evil, but no one hardly fo
much as thinks of a remedy.. What objetion
could be ‘made, if all perfons who have B other
way of fupporting themfelves and families, except
by their frugality and induftry, were fubjetted to
a penalty of forty fhillings, upon proof that any
tea had been found or ufed in their houfes, with-
out a licence, for which each family fhould pay
zen ﬁlillings:ann‘ually, or more, if that fhould not
be found fufficient to prevent the ufe of it? It can
hardly be fuppofed that the duty upon tea would
faffer much upon this account, as. the. {muggler
almoft wholly ingroffes this fet .of cuftomers: If
thefe Lice‘fices were not confined to the common
people, but made general, the good arifing:to the
public, by reftraining them from fo hurtful and
expenfive adiet, would be fo great.and acceptable,
that few, I apprehend, would complain.. e

It cannot be doubted but that very blameable.
remiflnefs, and want of atteation to the indifpen-
ﬁbl’é cares and duties.they owe. to thelr diftrefled
families, have been encouraged and introduced
among the common people, and confequently'the
public expence greatly inicreafed, by the delufions

of  certain. vain and. fanatical teachers, -who. are
greatly multiplied iof . late iy(e‘ar.S 5 and whd L havé ‘
perplexed ~many. “well-meaning ,c:‘hriiﬁ;i';iris '-with
their explanations’ of dd&rinc_:s- conc_crhing prc{
deftination, - faith, "and fatisfaction - for fin, in- a

manner not only inconfiftent with the'whole tenor

of thé.,,holy' Scriptures, - but likewife with the

juftice and goodunefs -of almighty God; and. i~

‘deed‘fo,as to makc all religion, and. all,atte‘mpté
towards any advancements in piety: and: virtue;
fo far-as relgards our future: condition, unnecef-
fary and ufelefs. By which means, ori-one hand,
many pious people have been driven fb,gneat; and

even fatal defpondency, by not perceiving. within

ghemfel_ves “thofe -internal feelings of - the divine
favour and acceptance, which had been defciibed

to them, as the neceffary tokens of a faving faith.

‘Whereas in truth, the faith of pious, virtuous,
and. ﬁncerc chriftians, cannot. poﬁ‘ib]y-_ be dah‘ge-'_.
roufly erroneous, or difpleafing to almighty God ;
and-on the other hand, too much foundation has
undoubtedly been given for ignorant and enthu-
fiaftical perfons, .to make. themfelves eafy, under

the moft unjuftifiable irregularities. of practice, .

by .l,a'ymg unwarrantable ftrefs and ‘dependence
upon certain modes’ of believing.” For notwith-
ftanding a fincere, unprejudiced, and careful in-

iquﬁir«y‘ after - all fuch things ‘as we are bound

g,:ig‘hcg-‘tov lbgligvei or pradtife,’is ‘very commend-
' o - able,
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able, and indeed a duty incumbent upon all men,
according to their different abilities’ and oppor-
tunities, yet the bare’ aﬁ"ent of the mind to any

religious truths whatever, as it does not depend

on the wxll but neceffarily and irrefiftibly follows.
the force of fuch evidence as fhall appear, and,

which it is to'be feared, is generally given by
thefe deluded people upon truft, without any fuf-
ficient ewdence, or previous mqmry at all, can-
not poflibly be a matter of merit-in itfelf ; and is fo
far from being-any atonement, or excufe for vi-
cious' indulgences, or the ne(rle& of any moral
duties, that on the contrary it is the greateﬂ: pof-
fible aggravation. As the Sacred Writings, in order
to guard -againft fuch vain imaginations, and
dangerous follies of men, do not fail to prefs it
upon their minds, in the moft emphatical manner,

to have no expectation of obtaining the favour of

God by any other means whatever, except by the
conftant and uniform practice of righteoufnefs,
holmefs, and purity of life ; and that he will not
‘accept of any thing in their ftead; and that all
faith without them ; all attendances upon any re-
}iaious inftitutions 3 all ceremonies, rites and ob-
fervances whatever, to the negledt of thefe great
and indifpenfible duties, whlch are of unalterablc
and eternal - obhaatxon, as having then‘ foundatxon
in the very nature and reafon of things, and are
the rule by whxch even-God himfelf vouchfafes to

reculatc
2

[ 29 1]

rcoulatc his dealings towards all his creatures, are
not only vain and ufeleis, but ana abomination in
his fight. Which things, .indeed, are fo evident in
themielves, {o agreeable to right reafon, and our

genuine uncorrupted notions of the wifdom, . the -

the juftice, and holinefs of the fupreme governor
of the world, that, if men through inexcufable
vanity and careleflnefs did not give up their un-
derftandings to be nnfguxded and over-ruled by
the moft unreafonable prejudices, or, by the do-
minion of fome favourite lufts, they could not

‘poffibly fuffer themfelves to be betrayed i into fuch
| grofs and dangerous corruptions. -

T could with, for the ,honour of my country, I
might allow myfelf to throw a veil over thofe

fcenes of idlenefs, diforder, and licentioufnefs of

every kind, which are encouraged and promoted
at ele@tions for members of parliament ; but thefe
practices have too conﬁderable a {hare in corrupt-
ing the morals of the people, and the reputation,
fafety, and happmefs, of the prefent, and future
ages, are too nearly concerned to excufe my beiﬁg
filent. For, notwithftanding that honourable

~ houfe, with a zeal and fpirit becoming true pa-
_triotsy have at all times difcouraged every kind of

undue influence at the eleftions of their members,
and have guarded all approaches to that afylum
of ‘Britifh hberty, with every barrier that human
: caution
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caution ‘could ‘fuggeft ; and" although it may be
very - true,’ that “even - thole centlemen, whofe
cle@ions feem to be altozrether fecme, and who
'may be faid to be almoft out of the very reach of
oppefition,as they are chofen by voters, who mn
genéral held immediately under them, and depend
in great meafure upon them, may notwithftand-
ing, by the prevalence of cuftom, find themfelves
obhoed to be at fome conﬁderable expence in

proudmo- fmtablc entertainent for them, about

the time of. ele&on, and perhaps at other times
occaﬁonally . and although it is to be withed that
thefe things were otherw1fc, yet in all this if mat-
ters are kept wnhm due and moderate bounds,
there may be no very great harm; as a confider-

able’ part of  that money might probably be ex-

pended, in {fome fhape or other, among the fame
fort of people, during the courfe of a parhament

by neighbouring oentlemen of fortune, bene-
volence, and hof};ltahty, if the election was out of
the queftion. = And althougl. many gentlemen ¢ of
character and great worth, contrary to their ori-
ginal defign, and the approbation perhaps of their
own minds, may fometimes be infenfibly led into
the moft expenfive and unjuftifiable “meafures,
when they meet with what they call unreafonable

and unnatural -oppofition-; and which moft men

are apt to palliate with the’ pretence that it is done
’m their. own - defence; and thatit is always fair

and

T 31 ]

and allowable to fight men at their own weapons.
And although the gentlemen who begin the op-
pofition generally pretend their principal motive
is to keep others out,” who would -oppofe their

friends, and that caufe, which all men claim as

the caufe of hberty and thelr country ; and that
if one fide was to fit ftill and quietly. Jook on, it
would become in fome dcgree a fort of betraying

-theu truft, and lea.vmg their enemies at full hber-

Ty to- profecute ‘their hurtful fchcmes and that

‘the zeal of aaents and friends often carries them '

beyond the m{’crué‘tlons or lntentlons of their prin-
c1pals . and whlch I do not in the leaft’ doubt,

_may often be the cafe; yet, whenever thefe

things ate carried to undue lengths, ‘and the
- people -drawn from - their lawful occupations, not

ﬁo’)‘nliy.‘from?d-gy' to day, and week to week, bur
“{fometimes perhaps for many months together, to

‘be partakers of the moft diforderly and riotous ex-
_cefles; and are often feduced, it is to be feared,
“by more corrupt and dangerous temptations ; 5 1o
~motives whatever can excufe what is fo apparent-
-ly wrong in itfelf 5 and which does not only of

-neceffity -introduce a fpirit of idlenefs, intempe-

‘rance, and proftitution, together with perpetual
-animofities ‘and ill blood among the -neareft
‘neighbours and’ bei’c friends, but in the long run,
‘if fome remedy - fhall not be found, - -muft fap the

very foundatnons of .our moft. excellent conftitu-

- ' " tion,
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tion, - . I do not like this doirig evil that good may
come of it ; it is'a moft deftructive principle ; and
Carries men, if they follow it as far as it will lead
‘them, to the moft dangerous and pernicious con-
Non tali auxilio, nec defenforibus iffis
Tempus eget.— B |

Thefe are matters well worthy the moft ferious

attention of all lovers of their country. For when
we refle@ that this noble fabric of liberty and
laws, fo wilely planned and ‘happily erected by
our forefathers, after fo many glorious ftruggles,
and defended at the expence of fo much blood
and treafure, and which has been delivered down
into our hands whole and intire as a moft facred
,d‘epoﬁtum; that this work of ages, the admiration
" and envy of all maokind; this laft retreat left
i_ipon carth for freedom and public happinefs ;.
that this only pofieflion, truly worthy the purfuit
and contention of wife and virtuous men, is in
fuch imminent danger of being torn down and
trampled upon, and this refpectable and enligh-
cened nation reduced to it’s ancient ftate of dark-
nefs, fuperftition, and tyranny 3 and all this, not
by the fuperior power and bravery of any foréign
friemy, but by the bafenefs and treafon of her own
unnatural and degenerate fons ; I own the melan-
,(:l)-‘Qly.‘prOfpeé’c depreffes my {pirits, :s\ru:'i'ﬁllil my
. ' cart,

L o33 7]

heart with -fadiefs and folicitude for the fate of

thofe that are to come after me. Proftitution,
-venality, and a general corruption of manners, as

unavoidably tend to deprive every people of their

liberty and independeney, as any natural caufes

produce their effefts; and although our cafe at

prefent may not perhaps be altogether defperate;;
-yet if fome remedy fhall not be timely applied,

our ruin cannot poffibly be removed. to any very
great diftance. But for the prefent we will fhift

the difagrecaﬁle {cene, and flatter ourfelves with the
‘hopes, that that auguft affembly, the ancient and
_natural guardian of liberty, will not ceafe endea-

vouring to put fome ftop to fo dangerous and

fpreading a contagion; and that men of known

independency, reputation, and abilities, a fuﬁi—

. cient number of which, if we are not wanting tQ
-ourfelves.and our country, are always to be found,
~may be fought out and invited to fave us; who
‘will pay a more juft regard to their own dignity
and importance, and make ufe of more honeft and
laudable methods of recommending themfelves to

our approbation and confidence, than by en-
couraging, and introducing fuch thamelefs fcenes

“of riot, intemperance, and general confufion and
.tempting . men of all degrees to proftitute tv_hei,r

confcience, their honour, and their country to the

_moft fordid and infamous confiderations. -And it

were to-be withed the evil _woqld‘_alv'vaysbftc;p' here.;
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“the moft folemn and awful appeal the laws havebeen
able to contrive as the teft of truth among - men,

may always be demanded; in which cafe many
- perfons muft either excufe themfelves, and. there-

by pubhck]y acknowledge their bafenefs.and pro-

ftitution, or-go thorough: ftitch with the. bufinefs,
and plung)e at once into all the horrors of perjury ;
* in which it is to be feared thefe corrupt practices
‘too frequently terminate.

magiftrate ori thefe occafions was always 1mpower—
‘ed, “and obliged upon 1nformat10n, to interpofe his
authority, and endeavour, to the utmoft of his

-abilities, to enferce induftry, fobriety, and ordet,

'by immediately taking away, or at leaft fufpend-
‘ing, the licences of all public' houfes whatever,
whether inns, or common alehoufes, except for the

‘neceffary - accomimodation - of - travellers, which

fthould fuffer fuch diforders: and excefles, and by
inflicting fuch punifthments upon 'the offendérs as
‘the laws will juftify, it might be a probable means
of preferving not only the health, well-being, and
morals of the people, but at the fame time alfo the
fortunes of the candidates from being fubjeéted to
fuch ruinous expences, - by thofe  extravagant
lengths to whicli things are fometimes -carried.
“And if you can once prevall upon the people to
be fober and mdufcnous, their fituation and cir-

cumftances will of courfe be fo much altered for

he better, that theywill not, by any means, lay fo

open’

Perhaps if the civil -

[ 35 1]

open and expofed to other kinds of corruptlon.
Befides, as on many occafions of vacancies durmg

the continuance of a parhament, but more efpe- _ |

clally at every general election, great numbers of

‘manufaéturers, artificers and other labouring men,'

to the great detriment of the public, as well as-
themfelves, are often taken from their famlhes and.
occupations, and conveyed from the metropohs,'
and other places, to give their votes in the moft
diftant counties, cmes, and boroughs, by the dif~

ferent candidates, whenever there is any. confider--

able contention, Now when thefe expences come
to be added to the long lift of all the others that
muft neceffarily be mcurrcd upon the 1mmed'atc‘

feat of war, they fwell fometitnes to fo immenfe a .

bulk, that few men who have not tafted of the

mumﬁcence of Afiatic prmces, are able to fupport :

them, without making fuch breaches in"their for-
tunes as the} may never afterwards, perhaps, be
able to repair. And as the prefence, or abfence,
of all fuch voters would moft probably leave the
parties concerned, in point of equality of votes,

pretty nearly. in the fame fituation they were be-

fore 3 if all fuch conveyances, at the expence of
candidates, were included in the btibery laws, it
might become a moft interefting reformation
both for the candidates themfelves, the’ voters,

and the pubhc

",Cz' 4 | :When.«-
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n Whenever we fhall in carneft fet about the great - o Logr ]
. work of reformation, the tafk perhaps may not be :
i | found altogethel {o difficult or impracticable as has,
been generally 1mag1ned If the obftacles that

in our power to prevent it. But that much'may
be done if we are not wanting to ourfelves and

lie in the way have been owing either to fome ef-
1entxa1 defeé‘ts in the laws, or to the want of pro-
per care and attention in watching over the beha-
viour of the common people, the cafe cannmat be
deiperate But then we muft not any longer con-.
tinue in that 1mpoht1c and unnatural practice of
beginning the work where all wife legiflators have
left off ; but let the public care be employed for
the future, rather in finding out means for pre-
venting their wants and dliorders, than in fo pre-
pof’cerous a manper conﬁnmg our whole attention
to the relieving the one, and punifhing the other
after they have happened And until this fhall be
done with fome tolerable degree of fuccefs, the
pumfhments of the maglf’crate will never fufﬁcx-
ently reftrain men from diforder and V1Qlenc:e 5
the wants and diftreffes of the poor will go on m-
creaﬁng tosrether with the pubhc expence.

That diforder and vielence muft happen, in
fome degree, in this country as well as the reft of
the world; that there will remain’ a fufficient

number of neceﬁitous and dlf’creﬂed ob]e&s to ex-'

ercife our benevolence and humamty, is always to

be expec“ted notwuhﬂandmg we do every thing
in

the public, and thmgs put upon a far better foot-

.ing than they are at prefent, I thmk can admit of

no doubt.

* Theecare and attention of mankind in general are
fo totally taken up and employed about their ownf
concerns and interefts, and fo litcle in reahty upon
the public weélfare, wheré it is not 1mmed1ately

“and fenfibly conneéted with thelr own, that I ap-

prehend as things now ftand, no great matters are
to be expetted from that quarter, notw1thﬁandmg

- mens general pretenﬁons and profefﬁons, if expe-

rience did not prove the contrary, would mchne
us to hope for better thlngs. o

chara&ers of the common people, thelr v1rtues and
vices, their induftry and idlenefs, cannot Well bé /
thoroughly known, except by the perfons among
whom they 1mmed1ately refide: and I muft beg
leave to add, except the fame peoPIe, who are al-
moft the only judges and witnefles of, and moft
materxally interefted in their behaviour, are in
fome greater degree than is provxded for by any -

_laWs at prefent, made refponfible for the condu&

of the common people, who reﬁde Wlthm each
C 3 parx
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particular parifh, we fhall never be able to,pro;
ceed with any reafonable expectation of fuccefs.

© That all the inhabitants in every parifh, ‘who
have no other vifible and ufual way of maintain-
ing themfclves and families except their frugality
and induftry, whenever. they are obferved to fpend
their time in idlenefs, and run into diforders and
expences that cannot be fupported by honeft and

‘lawful methods, fhould be accountable fomewhere

for their proceedings, I think is moft reafonable,
The juftice of peace is undoubtedly the proper
magiftrate to hear and judge in fuch cafés.v The
inhabitants of their own and ncighbouring pa-
rifhes are generally the only perfons that can well
be fuppofed capable of giving true information 3
if this magiftrate has not already, by the laws in
being, fufficient powers to enquire and regulate
in fuch manner as fhall appear reafonable and pro-
per to preferve the good order and fafety of the
‘public, it is high time that, fo far as is confiftent
with the genius and freedom of the laws of this
country, he fhould be enabled to reftrain men
“from idlenefs, intemperance, and diforder, and by
fome means or other oblige them to be induftri-
~ ous, fober, and peaceable, and to endeavour to
the beft of their abilities to fupport themfelves
‘and families ; or that they fhould be liable to fome
degree of cenfure and punifhment if they fhould
o | prove
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prove refratory s it certainly would be the moft
friendly and benevolent reftraint, it would. in
other words be obliging them to be independent
and happy. Andfome effectual regulations and
reﬁrainisjof this fort are become the more abfo-
lutely and indifpenfibly neceffary, as we ‘have

~ found, to our great misfortune and coft, by the

experience of ages, what little influence and ef-
fe¢t the fufferings and'exa_niples of others have
upon the minds and practice’ of inconfiderate
men, when idlenefs and vice, through a total want
of public care, have been once permitted to bé_-
come habitual and inveterate, ‘ ‘

- But this whole plan will want {pirit and altivity,
if the inhabitants of every parifh fhall not be made
‘accountable to the public, for the bchavib_ur_of
the common people that refide among them. But
this can never be carried into general practice, fo
as to bring about any tolerable degree of reforma-
tion, except their negle&t of fo great and impor-
tant a duty be attended with certain and imme-

diate lofs to themfelves. This will operate with

greater force upon the minds of mankind in ge-
neral, than any fancied notions of patriotifin and
public {pirit, or than any apprehenfions of expence
and danger, that are removed to a great diftance,
and perhaps at laft thought to be in fome degree
uncertain, . . . , |

. S As

T e T S R e T S o i

o
T T T e AT




[ 40 1 |

. As things now-ftand, any inhabitant may go on

from day to day, and year to year, tobe as idle as

he pleafes ; may fpend his time and money in riot
and diforder in public houfes, to the great detri-

ment and diftrefs both.of himfelf and his famijly 5

may totally abfent himfclf from all places of pub-
lic worfhip. during the whole courfe of his life ; or.
- 'be notorioufly guilty of the moft profane and

daring impieties : nay, although he-is publicly
known to be a common poacher, or-fmuggler, by
which illegal “practices, and dangerous connec-
tions, young. unexpenenced thouorhtlefs men are
fatally, and almoft infenfibly, led into every kind
and degree of criminal practice ; or although he

fhould give the firongeft reafons to fufpe& him of -

more dangerous breaches of the laws; yet if he

- does not apply to the parifh for relief, he may ge-’
- nerally go on, to the terror of every one, without

any enquiry being made into his behaviour by the
mhabltants, ‘or any reftraint from the civil magi_
Pcrate, notwithftanding all around him, who fee
or hear of his proceedings, expeét every day when
thefe things will terminate in his own ruin, and
bring his d1f’creﬁ‘ed famﬂy a ftanding charge upon
the parith. Surely if any method can be thought
on, confiftent with our-conftitution and the fpirit
of our laws, to draw unhappy thoughtlefs men
from fuch miferable and dangerous circumftances,
and lead them by degrees to habits of fobriety and
honef}
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honeft induftry, no difficulties -fhould diﬁ:ourage*

us from ufing our utmoft endeavours to compleat

fo falutary a work, - The public fafety demands

it at .our hands; the diftrefles and miferies, and
too frequently the final ruin of thefe unfortunate:
people, call loudly upon us to refcue them fromfo
dangerous a fitvation. - But this can'never be ex-
pected until every parith fhall keep a better look-
out, and endeavour more effectually to m{couraoc'
every tendency in the common people towards the‘
firft caufes of thefe diforders. It will always be
their intereft, as'well as duty, to. fee this necef-~
fary work - carried into effe€tual execution; but
it is much to be feared, that no fufficient remedy

will ever be found that may give any confiderable’

check to fo confirmed and inveterate anevil, unlefs

the legiflature fhall awaken, and excite the minds
of men to promote their own, as"well as the pub-°

lic fafety, by making their negleét of this’ moft’
effential duty attended with- certain and imme*
diate lofs to themfelves. I would, therefore, beg’
leave to propofe it to the confideration of parlla—

ment, whenever any common perfon, who has no'

other vifible way of providing for himfelf and fa-
mily except his frugality and induftry, fhall be ‘

convited of any capital felony, or of poaching,

hedge-breaking, robbing of rivers or ponds of
fith, ftealing of fowls, deer-ftealing, {muggling, or. |
any other criminal breach of the laws; or of “no-"

tOI‘lOUS
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‘torious idlenefs, drunkennefs, or.profane curfing

and fwearing, or of being an habitual abfentee:

from all places of public 'worthip; whether the:

parith: where fuch perfon ufually refides, {hould:
not-be fubjeét to a penalty in proportion to the:
heinoufnefs of the offence. Perhaps if the fine
for robbery or burglary, or any other capital of-
fence, - was fet at twenty pounds, -it would not be
too high ; nordo I apprehend that, in any crimi- -
" nal. cafe whatever, it fhould be. put lower than
five pounds. Thefe unhappy delinquents never
fail to give fufficient notice long beforehand of
what we may moft 1cafonab]y expe& either from
. thcl_r_ 1dlencfs, ‘extravagance, or fome other {ufpi-.
cious circamftances. It is therefore the moft rea-
fonable thing in the world, that the very people.
through whofe negligence alone thefe dangers and:
diforders have been brought upon the public,fhould
be made fenfible of it in fuch manner as may pro-
bably oblige them to be more careful for the fu-
ture, more efpecially as it is impoffible, in the.
nature and order of things, that the behaviour

of the common people fhould be watched over -

and reoulated with the leaft profpeé‘t of fuccefs,

. by any perfons whatever, except by thofe among

whom they generally and 1mmed1ately refide.

) Somethmg of thls fort is. already ef’cabhfhed‘
W’by law in the cafe of robbenes between fun andz '

fun,
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fun, by levying upon - the. county where the fa&
was committed, the fum that was loft, although

it {hould be ever fo conﬁderable ; which feems to

bear much harder upon counties and hundreds,
than the law here propofed, as the robber very
Prooably might not refide among them; and if
he had, the diftri¢t charged with the repaymcnt of
the money, is oenerally too -extenfive to be capa-» ,
ble, by the prefent laws, of ‘having any fufficient

care or infpection takcn 1into the bchavxour of all -
the mhabltants ' -

Many parxfhes alfo, have oﬁ’ered and pald e~
wards for the apprehending and conv1€tmg offen-
ders, full as high as the penalties here propofed .
Much higher are fettled by act of parhament and
hlgher ﬂlll are frequently advertifed by fecreta.
ries of ftate, and other public and private autho-
yity for the fame purpofes, which are often, with~
out doubt, of great fervice to the community. It
makes no dlﬁ'erence to parithes, whether they
pay the money in rewards or penaltles ‘but the
good influence the method here propofed muft
probably have over the minds of the people more
than the other, and its natural rendency te pro-
mote induftry, fobrlety, and orderly behaviour, I
flatter myfelf, can ‘hardly be difputed, Rewards
for the apprehending and convufi;mg offenders,
xnufc undoubtedly make their ﬁtuatxon much more!

dan-
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| dangerous, and -often be the means of brmgmg
them to fpeedy punithment, and it is kighly pro-
per they thould be continued; but the great and
beneficent work of preventing thofe mlfchxefs and
diforders from falling upon the public, and un-’
happy thoughtlefs men from being brought into
fuch miferable and danoerous c1rcumﬁances, is
totally left undone. '

That no negle& may happen n regald to a due
examination being made into the condu& and
ftate of the common people, every parith thould
be obliged to that duty half yearly at leaft; and
in larore and populous parithes, perhaps, quarter-
ly, or oftner if found neceffary, and to report to
the juftices at the quarter or petty feffions, or
otherwife to any juftice in the neighbourhood;
who fhould be impowered to proceed againft idle-
nefs, drunkennefs, or any other diforderly beha-
viour. And that every parifh, in cafe of negle&;,
thould be fubjeét to fuch penalty as to the lemﬁa-
ture fha.ll feem proPer | :

It is abfolutely neceflary that this duty fhou]d
be well attended,  to prevent its falling into a few
or low hands, which would in a great’ meafure¢
defeat the mﬁuence and welght of their meeting
together If fuch Inhabitants as fhall be appomt:-

ed to this ferwce, were fubjeed to a fmall pe:
2 | nalty

i
i
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nalty for non-attendance, to be divided among
thofe that fhall be prefent; or, perhaps, if fome
allowance was made by the parith for attending-
this very material duty,. they might find theu'
account in it, ‘ - ' |

At each of thefe meetings, whether half yearly,
quarterly, or oftener, the mames of all the com-
mon people, whether houfe-keepers or inmates,
together with the names of all fuch perfons who
fhall keep public-houfes, or entertain poor lodgers,
thould be called over; at which times the parifh-
Q_ﬂicers, tocrether with the beadle, in fuch parifhes
where they employ one, (hould always be prefent,
that they may be ready to give fuch information
as may have come to their knowledge concerning *
the behaviour of any perfon whefe name has been
called-over,. And it fhould particularly be en-
joined the beadle and other officers, to employ
themfelves diligently in getting the beft infight
they are able into the true ftate of the common
people ; and when any complaint is intended to
be made either by the parifh-officers or others, the
perfons againft whom the complaint is defigned,
fhould have previous notice, and be obliged to

~attend, that they may be. rcady to hear and an- .

fwcr for themfelves.

3 .upég, |
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Upbn thefe occafions great difcretion is necef>
fary in thofe inhabitants who fhall be appomted to
thi$ duty, among whom the minifter of the parifh-

cught always to bc one. . All kind of har(hnefs
and bitternefs of reproof fhould by all means be

avoided, even the moft -obftinate and refractory

fhould be left without any juft caufe of complaint
on that ccount 3 and whenever they oblige us

10 have. recomfc to the civil magiftrate for fur-.

ther affiftance to carry the laws into execution, it
thould appear to be done with the greateft reluc-

tance and regret, in order that every one may. fee,

and ‘be convmced, that nothing but their. own

yeal happmefs and trueft interefts, which are ne-
| ceffarily and unalterably connected with the pub- B
lic vtility and fafety, had any thare in our pro-

‘ceedings ; and, whenever it fhould. appear that
our kind and paternal admonitions were. attended
with a fuitable influence upon their behaviour, it

might be véry proper if parithes were enabled to

apply, out of the poors-rate, fuch fmall rewards
as might encouragc men to continue in well-doing,
and alfo remain 2 reputable token of the public

. approbatlon.

And that an mqmry into thc ﬂ:ate and beha-
viour of the common people, may be made ea-

" fier to the inhabitants, whoever has al_xjeady? or
. 1hall at any time hereafter, lett 2 dwelling-houfe

2 to
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to any perfon who has no other vifible means of

fupporting himfelf and famlly except his frugahty
and labour, he fhould be obliged immediately to
give in his name and employment; together with
-an account of what family he has, to the church-

‘warden or overfeer of the poor ; and in like man-
~ner all perfons who entertain inmates of the fame

‘rank, fhould be laid under the fame obhgatxon-
-and notice likewife fhould always be-given, thn-

ever fuch mhab1tfmts fhall “quit- fuch- houfes or

lodgings. And if any perfon whatever, who hires

eithetr a houfe or lodcrmg, fhall dare to do it un:

der a falfe name, the penalty ought to be Veryjé-
vere ; by which means dehnquents and fufpected

‘perfons, and all others, muft either expofe them-
“felves to the rifk of fuch penalties, or make it
much eafier for the public to find them out, thn- -
‘ever they fhall {fee occafion ; as their names ‘and

employment, toorether with an account of what
family they have, muft ftand in the book of fome

-parl(h or other. And, in order to induce all per- :
‘fons to be more cautious, and make’ due i 1nqu1rv
‘beforchand, it is highly reafonable that the owners -

of {fuch houfes, and all perfons who thall let out

- poor lodgings, ihould be made, in fome meafure,

accountable to the parith for the behav10ur of
fuch people ‘as they fhall th.nk proper to in-

troduce.

And
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- And whenever it fhall happen that an inhabi-
tant of any. paﬂih fhall be conviéted of any breach

vof the Jaw, and it fhall appear-to the maorr{’trate
before whom fuch offender fhall be tried; that no

regular inquiry had been made into the ftate and

behaviour of the common people within fix kalen-
dar months, or otherwife, as direGted by law ; in
- all fuch cafes, the parith which fhall have neg-
lected fo neceflary a duty, fhould always be
~abliged to pay a double pcnalty f :

The Iargenefs of any par1ﬂ1 does ot at all m-»

creafe the difficulty of inquiring into the ftate and
‘behaviour of the. common people. Such parith

may be divided into any number of diftricts that

fhall be thought neceffary or convenient, only let
the care of infpeion fall to the fhare of the prin-
cipal mhabxtants ‘which fhall refide within. each '
>d1ﬁr1& :

An}das all perfons whatever, who have ﬁo vifi-

ble means of fupporting themfelves and families
except their labour, fhould be obliged to give a

fatisfaCory account of that matter whenever they

are called upon by proper authority ; if due care:
_was taken, even thofe large and populous out-
parithes in London and Weftminfter, where the

moft loofe, diforderly and abandoned perfons take
up their ordinary or cafual refidence, might foon

be

Tl
be cleared, and put into good order, ‘without . the
leaft dtﬁiculty , and thofe unfortunate people, to
‘their own unfpeakable happmefs, as. well as the

public fafety, be reduced to the neceﬁity of fup-
portmo themf{elves by fome honef’c labour

’Whatever penalties parifhes thall incur by any

« mhabltants being ‘convicted of buxclary, felony,

‘or_any .other breaches of tl*e lawsa fuch penal~

. ties fhould always be dlvxded between the . in-
: ‘,former, profecutor, and par1ﬂ1 Wnexe th mformel

{hall refide, although he fhould- belonc to the

fame parith with. the oﬁ'endel, in: fuch propor—
‘tions as to the lemﬂature thall feem proper And

whenever the pamih where the- oﬁ"endet reﬁdeq ‘

fhall be the profecutor, or the means of cc>nv1é‘-.

ing fuch offender, fuch parith’ ihould always in
that cafe be excufed from any penalty whatever

It may be proper to obferve, in this plé’ce',' ‘hét

~ the cafe of foldters in quarters, and of thofe in
‘barracks and encampments, perhaps cannot Well '
\ Abe included in the foregomcr plan, as it would be
“unreafonable. that paui’nes Ihould be, anfwerable
._for offences. Wthh they do not feem to have had
{ufficient power to prevent The oﬂicers of ¢ each
_regiment appear to, be the prmmpal perfonsl,
whofe immediate duty i 1t is to Wateh over. the be~ o
_haviour of the commion fold1ets T hey are armed

D calieady
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“already with fufficienit authorlty, and niay always
" be feconded by the power of the civil magiftrate.

“And, as many diforders happen fror that quar-
“ter, fome further provifion - fhould "be - made for

enforcing fo neceﬁ'ary a reformation.

And as the dlforderly and profane behaviour of

~the common fold1ers, has undoubtedly a confi-
“derable fhare in corrupting the morals of the peg-
“ple'in all places where they are quartered, fome
effeétual care fhould be taken by their officers to
E prevent fuch difordets, both By their own exam-=
. fplea,' and by’ fuch pumﬂiments of the offendeis ds
“fhall ‘appear moft likely to put a ftop to of-

fences of fuch dangerous tendéncy : And if the

“fame care was taken on board all his majefty’s
5ﬂnps, as Well as others, it could not fail of hav-

ing a very happy influence upon the public

moials o :

But in order more eﬁ'e&ually to prevent fuc

‘xureo ulamtles and breaches of the laws as are hint-
: ed at above, as all the neighbouring parifhes mdy
“be endanoered if any one parifh fhall not carty
the laws into exccution, by taking care that good
| forde1\, fobnety, and induftry be preferved among
~the comimon, people ; whenevet it fhall happen '
"fthat any one or more of the" 1nhab1tants of any

rpanﬂl, who have rio vifible way of mamtammo
2 them-
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themfelves and families except by their frugality
and labour, fhall be notorioufly idle » Intemperaté,
or diforderly ; or fhall be: generaHy looked upon’
from habitual idlenefs, extravagance, or aiy other
fufpicious circumftances; to be pllfexers, hedge-
breakers, poachers, or fmugglers, or in any other
way difturbers of the pubiic peace ; if notice fhall
not be given in fome reafonable time by the pa-
rith where they ufually refide; to the proper ma-
giftrate, in order that they may be dealt with ac:
cording to law; any inhabitant of their own, or
any neighbouring parifh, - thould; in’ confequence
of fuch 1 negle&, be. encouraged to give informa-
tion ; and 1f it fhall appear to the magiftrate be-
fore whom it is laid, to be well founded he thall
be impowered to take fach meafures to feftrain
and punifh the offenders, as the law fhall dire&ts
and, at the fame time, to lay fuch fine upon the
parith where the offender refided, and which had
negleCted its duty, to the great. offence and
danger of the public, as to the lemﬂatu'e thall

vfeem propet.

SOme eﬁ"e&ual care fhould be Laken to fuoprefs
all houfes, whether public or private, of low pro-
fticution ‘and debauchery, or that fhall entertain

.dlforderly and fufpected perfons, which have been

too long fuffered, to the utter ruin of many un-
happv people both in then circumflances and
D health.
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health. © I ‘would not be underftood to infinuate,
that houfes for the reception of perfons above the
rank of the common people. fhould be fuffered,
where ‘th_ofefcenes of lewdnefs, . diforder and riot,
are carried on'in.the moft open and indecent man-
ner, ‘to'the great offence of all . men who have any

regard to public'order and decorum : but the na-

ture of: my fubjeét leads me to take particular no+
tice of fuch things more efpecially as are im-
mediately calculoted to draw the common people
into idlenefs, expence and ruin, . Yet perfons of
better condition  fhould remember they are an=
fwerable for all the confequences of thatinfluence
their example muft naturally have over the minds
and behaviour of the lower people. "In all cafes
of this fort, if the parith where thefe houfes are
fituated, fhall not take care in due time to fup-
prefs them, encouragement fhould be given to any
inhabitants’of their own, or any rieighbouring pas
tithes, to give information to- the proper magi-

ftrate, who, upon.convition, fhould be enabled

to lay fuch fine upon the parith which fhall have
neglected its duty, as the law fhall direét. And
the parifh, in thofe "cafes, thould always have

a remedy. againft the owner or occupier of the

houfe. 'The fame encouragement fhould be given
to informations againft common proftitutes ‘which
infeft the ftreets, and the fame remedy againft the

OVVI’ICI‘ ;
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owier or OCCUplCI of the houfe Wherever they
fhall happen to refide.

Provxﬁon ihould be made by Iaw, not only that

“no licences fhould- be ‘granted without the refolu-
‘tion of a parifh—meeting firft had, as is propofed

in the former part of this i inquiry : but whenever
it fhall appear.that a greater number of houfes are
already licenced than are neceffary for the public

‘convenience, - of which every - particular -parifh

-fhould always be fuppofed a competent judge, or
:that any one fhould fuffer gaming, tipling, or any
_other diforderly behaviour, fuch houfe thould be
-immediately fupprefled. by a refolution of a parith-
‘meeting for that ptlrpofe" And-whenéver fuch
‘diforderly houfe fhall not befupprefied in due

-time, or immediately after notice given of
“fuch offence, :but {uffered to go on to the great
“iriconvenience of the neighbouring parifhes, fuch

~ parifh thould be fubjeéted to a penalty, upon in-
formation and convxéhon, as is propofed above n
Jdike cafes. | -

And as nothing can have a more dire& ten-
- dency to encourage. idlenefs and dilorder among
“the common. people, and confequently increafe
. the poor-rate, than unneceflary alehoufes, it m1ght
~perhaps be very proper, if all fuch inhabitants as

fhall hold under ten, t twelve, or fifteen pounds a

D 3 year
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year in-land ; or eight, ten, or twelve pounds in
houfes, according to the value of houfe-rent in
different parts of the country, and who, of courfe,
mutft be very little interefted in the expence of fup-

-porting the Poor,* were difqualified from voting at

all fuch parlfh meetings as thall be held either for

‘procuring licences for public-houfes, or for the
Hupprefling {fuch as are already licenced.

And -as there ‘are many .inftances of private

houfes felling ale, beer, and other liquors without

‘a licence, to the great detriment and corruption
“of - the common people, and lofs of the revenues;
-1n all fuch cafes, if .information fhall not be given
-in due time by the. parith where the offence fhall
~ happen ; the fame encouragement fhould be given
~ to any inhabitant of their own, or any neighbour-

ing parifh, as is propofed above; in -all which

~cafes, the parith thould have fome remedy againft

the owner or occupier of the houfe,

Perhaps if, in every hundred, or larger diftridt,
an officer was appointed, and paid out of the

county-rate, whofe particular ddty it thould be
- to take effeétual care that this law be carried into
ftri& and immediate execution in every parifh
-within his diftrié, it might be a verv proper and

%ucful recrulamon.,

1
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- Tt does mot “appear to me, that any reafonable
obje@tion can be made againft fubjeting parithes
to fuch penalties as they fhall bring upen them-.
felves by fuch fhameful neglet of their duty, by
which means they expofe not only themfelves, but
the public likewife, to fo.great danger and ter-

‘I am perfuaded it is the only effectual re-:
medy that can ever, in any tolerable degtee, put
fome ftop to fo many dangerous and increafing.
evils. Nor is it to be apprehended that thefe penal-
ties can ever fall very feverely upon any parifhes :
it will always moft probably be in'their own power
cither totally to prevent them, or at leaft keep'

them within the moft maderate bounds; if they

were lefs, they would not fufficiently excite their

‘¢care and attention. = But if; contrary to expecta-
~tion, it fhould ever happen, from any extraordi-

nary circumftances, that thefe penalties thould, in
any parifhes, without any neglect on’ ‘their fide, ex-
ceed the bounds of reafon and moderation in all
fuch cafes the judge before whom the offenders

thall be . tried, might be empowered to lighten

the burthen, by obliging - the neighbouring pa-
rifhes, or the whole hundred, to bear their pro-
portionable ‘fhare ;: though 1 flatter myfelf there
can hardly any parifh be fo -circumftanced, -that
will not, upon the whole, fave much- more: m
the lowering its poor-rate, than will be paxd m
1,1nes,
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The redlly indaftrious Poer- hardly ever either

want, or.will dccept any relief from the parith ;.
- and whenever any occafion draws them from their-
‘ufual labour, they are conftantly obferved to ex-

prefs their unwillingnefs and diffatisfaction : They
quitit with full as-much fegret and uneafinefs, as
the idle and profligate are dragged to it. -How
greatly does it concern every parifh to endeavour
at mcreaﬁng the firft, and leﬁ‘emnor the number of

- thie }aﬁ

But after aH tb at has been fald it is undoubtedly:
mue, that nothing can add fo great weight to all
fuch laws, as f’nall ‘be thought neceflary to reftrain
and regulate the manners.and-pratice of the com~
mon people, as' a more general. example of moral
and religious: behaviour among their fuperiors..
Every friend tovirtue and religion muft rejoice, and
conceive the moft fanguine hopes from the illuf-
trious pattern fet by the Sovereign of every pub-

“ lic and domeftic excellence. Happy would it be
for mankind, were it eafy, even for a prince of

fuch exalted and amiable accomplithments, clearly
to drfcern the true charaters and qualifications of
men through the obfcure medium ufually fhed
around thrones, by the arts and colourings of am-
bition and intereft; and would our unhappy divi-
fions and endlefs contentions allow him to follow

the genuine fucge’hons of his royal mind, and

4 leave

[ o571

{cave him atfull liberty to avail himfelf of his pe-
- petration and fortitude, in the purfuit of his own:

trueft glory and happinefs, as well as the public
good, by ‘inflexibly determining, that no titles,
no connections, no knowledge, no {plendor of

parts, .no abilities whatever, unadorned with real

patriotifim and intrinfic worth, fhould ‘ever find
countenance or admiffion to the royal favour, we
might then, indeed, be allowed to flatter ourfelves:
with the hopes that religion and public fpirit
might . raife their. drooping heads, and even be-
come- fathionable, and flourith in an air that has
not ufually been fuppofed the moft favourable,
Nor could fuch fhining lights exhibited to public
view from fuch advantageous eminences, fail to
attract the attention, and engage the i umtatlon of
all orders and degrees of men. -

Thefe good purpofes would ‘alfo be greatlj;“
promoted, if more care was taken in general in
the education of the fons of our nobility, and
gentlemen of large fortune; for notwithftanding:
many of them, to their honour and praife, take alt
due care-to have them furnithed with - every kmd
of knowledge and accomplithments that are ne-
ceflary for thofe high and important ftations,
which it is probable they will cone day fill ; yet
this is far from being always the cafe. It muft
be owned for the credlt of our great public

{chools,
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fchools, that fo long as fuch young gentlemen are
- continued there, affairs go on generally perhaps as
well as can be expeéted, under that univerfal re-
mifinefs; and difregard of authority which at pre-
fent-prevail among all arders and degrees of men 3

lictle or no diftinétion is made between them and-
the fons of perfons of inferior rank and fortune;

“the bulfinefs of the {chool muft be done, and the.
- difcipline fubmitted toequally by all. But afterthey.

greonce emancipated from thence, thereal and true

bufinefs of education 1s too often precty well over.
1t they ave fent to either of our own univerfities,

their friends and the gentlemen to whofe care the .

ectucation of youth in thofe pldces is committed,

feem-to be fometimes too well agreed that fuch

fivit  application, regularity of behaviour, and
~compliance with the ftatutes, as are expected to
be fubmitted to, and thought abfolutely neceffary
Afor young gentlemen of inferior rank and fortune,

~ may in great meafure be difpenfed with ; and that
a thorough knowledge and profigiency in huyman
Iuamm -the fciepces, the hiftory and laws, both
anumt and modern, of their qwn and foreign
countries, is neceflary only for men of the leamed
prof: {fions. If they are fent abroad to any foreign
gniverfity for two or three years, and after that to
make the rmmd tour and fee the world, withoug

having ;),\CVJOJH_)’ laid in proper and fufficient
flores for fo long and dangerous any expedition, I
am

[ 359 1

am afraid the cafe is not much mended. It would

fometimes, I apprehend 'be more for their own as
well as their country’s credit, if they would be
content ta fee the world in fecret, without giving

‘the world at the fame time an opportumty of fee-
‘ing them. ‘This affair is become an immenfe and
‘ruinous expence to the nation. - The returns are
‘too often made in refinements upon all the follies
-and vices of ‘Europe, to be added to our own na-
tional ftock. PerhapsT am grown an old-fathion-

ed man; but be that as it may, I fhall never pre-
vail on myfelf to believe that more application,

‘more learning, and more knowledge are neceffary

for.a clergyman, who moft probably may never

~want them for any other purpofes except the in-
- ftruction of a fmall country parith, and his own
- private amufement, than for gentlemen ‘who, by

and by, may fit in the great affembly of the na-

‘tion; or for. fome ‘perhaps who foon may find

themfelves in the arduous and i important fituatign

-of being hgredltary counfellors of their Soverezgn, ;

and of becoming at the fame time both legiflators

and Judges. .

Our theatrical reprefentations have far more
thandn agef paft, been a reproach upon the na-
tional tafte ; and have had undoubtedly no incon-

fiderable fhare in corrupting the morals of the peo-

Zple. ~What can 3 fenfible foxelgner think of us,
when
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when he fhall: fee women of the firft quality and jmimediately to break through the public -tafte: h[]h.{
fafhion patiently fitting four hours together, and Decency, propriety; and truth are natural to the w;

".feemmcly amufed. with reprefentations. where
fuch r1bald1y and licentioufnefs are  introduc-
-ed ; with the ftrongeft intimations - of . bufinefs

human: mind, and if purfued with conftancy, and
properrefpect, will always atlaft prevail. ‘/And I may
be allowed to be the more fanguine on this occa-

“introducing fuch reprefentations as a. {fenfible au-
dience need not blufh to attend. It is their duty
‘40 pelfevere, almoucrh they -thould -not ‘be -able
’ imime-

and prayers at leaft twice every week on the”
working ‘days; and that fome grave and devout
elergyman be -appointed for that fervice, and fuf-

ficiently

|

1o be done behind the foenes, as.a woman of fion, 25 native dignity, and unaffected modefty, | j(

‘modefty, among the loweft and moft uneducas- by ‘the unanimous -corfent of all‘the nations of h;

«ed of the vulgar, ought to blufh to hear. - By ' Furope, are the characerifticks of ‘the women i

-thefe means we fee the ftage, which mighe be ufe- 1 of this country. “And fo difficult is it to efface; | ‘;{,,

~ fully employed in the fervice of morality and de- ' ' or even obfcure, the durable impreffions ‘of a.vir: i SJ,

cency, and in having a confiderable fhare in form- tuous education, ithat if -any  perfon whatever, ‘ l}l

_.ing a public tafte becoming a brave virtuous and ' fhould dare in -private converfation to introduce Hﬁ't

' enlightencd. nation, profttited to che nfamous | any kind of licentionfnels of this fort, in the pre: “!"f

i 'xpurpofes of debafing and corrupting the minds of :  fence of far ‘the ‘gréateft- part perhaps of thofe i 2‘1

young perfons of all degrees. Itis high time to , very women who had Tubmitted to ‘the public ;g}‘

i ‘get rid of a wicious and unnatural pxaéhce intro- cafte upon the frage, without the leaft appearance : | ’]?“

. “duced in the reign of ‘an -eafy monarch, devot- of bemg offended he might. reafonably expect it }Ir ’,1,

Qi ‘ed to pleafur © and feconded -by a-icentious ‘ ould be the laft time he Would ever be adnntted !

L' court; to pay fo much refpeét to'a- pohte, and . to fhat ’hOnour. ‘ : , L ;lﬁg
}Eh : perhaps as virtuous an audience as any in Europe, _— L !

i and to fuppofe more: reafonable and acceptable | Ti‘xe greatei’c care ihould be taken that fobrlety

:H ‘methods might conftantly be found for their- a- g and good. -order- be preferved in all jails, and |

f;{t mufement, than by the introdution of fuch fcenes places of -confifiément for:labour and cerretion,

| as are only fit for brothels. I have heard that the : and that the keepers of fuch places be men of fo-

:‘ ‘managers of our theatres, more pamcularly of one | , ber; ‘religious, ‘and decent behaviour; ‘an d that

“of them, have endeavoured to reform the ftage, by fermhons -and prayers ‘be had tW1ce every Sunday,

1
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ficiently paid out of the county rate. }And if thc
‘clergy of London and other cities and county-

towns, would take their turns in fupplying this
iruly,,pious -and ufeful duty, it would be gregtl){
for their credit. There is too much reafon to ap-
prehend, that under the prefent general negleét,
‘the idle and refraCtory, who .are committed to
thefe places of confinement for their corre&ion
and amendment; and {uch unhappy perfons as
{‘carid._ charged with various" crimes and. mifde-
~ meanours, there to remain in fafe cuftody, until
“the time of their trial fhall come, when perhaps
the greateft part of them’ fhall be acquitted and
difcharged ; from the examples they meet with
there of eirery kind of immorality and profane-

nefs, are generally turned out greater proficients,

and more hardened in iniquity than they were be-
fore they went in. Nor are unhappy debtors I
fear, to the réproach _ahd fcandal of this nation, in.
a much better fityation. The reformation of

~thefe diforders fhould be made the duty of the

gentlemen in the commiffion of the peace, at their
general and quarter {effions in every county..

‘Such corporal punifhments as are generally
" made ufe of in houfes of corretion, are by no
means calculated to bring about any confiderable
reformation, more efpecially in young perfons,
where the difeafe is not become inveterate, and

| | “where

[ 63 ]

where there may be fome pofiible hopes of 4.
mendment. In {uch there generally remains

fome fenfe of duty, and regard to character ; when
that is once irrecoverably loft;’ by theif beine
brought to public ﬂiqme,‘ théy foon ﬁﬁgm;érat;
become hardened and obftinate finners; and con.

fider ‘a whipping bout as an eafy and tranfient pé-

~palty, which they may happen to pay once of

twice in their life-times, for the conftant privilese

of offending : and frequently when they get

among their fellow fufferers, and companiohs in
iniquity, are faid to make it a ‘matter of 1‘{pog~'g
and merriment. Liabour is. their- averfion, and
the only ‘punithment they dread.” ‘One, two, or
three months of clofe confinement, fhort allowance
and hard labour”is ‘no ‘laqghingy_h‘]a&ef; _théy
would frequently, during that time, find them-

felves at full leifure to refledt coolly’ and "{65&1?

upon their errors; and I am much miftaken if
two or three of thefe experiments, or p‘efhépé_
fometimes lefs, would not generally bring the

moft otgﬁm.ate and hardened among them to fome
fenfe of their duty; and to conclude, if this is to

be the cafe, they might as well work for them.

felves at large, as for the public, with hard fare,

and under clofe confinement,

- With the greateft re(pect and deference to' that

| Z}dnoumblc affembly, I beg leave to obferve, that

the
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the infpeétion into the public manners Ihould be

'thc care of parliament; and that not cafually as it
‘may happen to be moved for by any public {pirit-
“ed member ; a ftanding committee fhould be ap-
pomtcd for that great and important fervice ; and |

might bc, called the committee for public morals 3
Whlch committee fhould meet regularly once:a

~week durlncr every feﬁ10n, and have laid before

,them as exaé’c an account as can be: procured of

,‘the f‘cate and behaviour of the peoplc in every
county, city, : and corporate town ; which accounts -
fhould be fent up by the clerks of the ; peace, Te-

‘Corders or town clerks, or other proper oﬂi-

‘cers 3 who mlgbt of courfe be fupphed with them

,half-yearly, quar terly, or oftener, according asthe
legiflature fhall appoint thefe inquiries to be made

‘in every particular parith ; by which means the

‘committee would fee at one view. the pubhc fate

" of morals over the whole kmgdom and thereby

be always enabled to regulate and actuate the

‘whole extenfive plan : nor are thefe- thmos in thcn‘

own nature at-all difficult ; nothing is requlred but

“firmnefs and conftancy. And if this great work

thould not be ferioufly -and in earneft entered up-
on, and vigoroufly and effeCtually purfued, under
the reign of fo excellent a prince, all good men

“will mourn, and defpair of ever {éeing fo happy a
~change. But,-what gives no {mall encourage-
_ment to hope s, that this ‘moft: important: and

tru}y

[- 65 ] ‘

truly 1oyal dutv will be greatly facxht ted, as his
majefty will be thereby enablcd to carry into the

moft extenfive praice, the natural d1fpoﬁtxons

and longings of his. benevolent and parental.
mind ; and which will mof’c certamly render his
MaJcﬂy the true{’c blefling, and crnament of  his.

- people, and in the hxgheﬁ: ﬁ:n{c entitle him to that

moft venerable and amiable appellation, of being

‘ the father of his country 3 and tranf{mit his name

W1ta more durablc honour, and more endcar hlS
memory to all future ages, than if all the mili-

tary glones of all the heroes of the prcfcnt and

pa& times, weére to be united and center .in his
Majefty alone : Nor could the happy effeéts

‘_whlch muft ncceﬂ'arlly follow from fuch regula-

tions, faxl to excztc an e;nulatlon among all ci-

vilized nations ; and fo his Majeﬂy in time moft
'probably bécome, by his example, the happy in-

ftrument, under providence, of deftroying the do-
minion of vice and licentioufnefs, and of cﬁabh(h-

ing in it’s room the kingdom of more general or-
der and righteoufnefs over the whole world.

If the feandalous pradtice of common be mg

| Afhould once be effeCtually difcouraued ; It is ab-
.folutelv neceffary that cmploymcnt fhould be
~ found for perfons of every age that are able and

willing to work ; and the idle and refractory

_fhould be fent to the houfe of correétion, there to
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be detamed and con{’tantly kept to hard labour
until they fhall be brought to a due fenfé of theu
errors. " If materials were provided by parithes for’
the ipmmno of linnen and woollen thread and’
yarn, for the makmor cloth of an inferior fort for
the ufe- of the common’ people, and alfo for knit-
ting of ﬁoclxmgs, and for fpinning of coarfe yarn
for the makmg of mops, coverlets for beds, ordi-
nary blankets; and fuch other fabrics ; or for fpm—
fing coarfe thread or twme for facks and other
goods ‘of that fort, which aré generally wanted ;
and if they were afterwards employed in makmg
therh up into proper fizes for the ufe of fatmers
and others, and alfo in the dreﬁlng of flax and
hemp, ‘and in places near fea- port tOWnS in plck-
ing of oakam’ fome fuitable oceupatlon might
always be found for perfons of every age. Thofe
that are able and in health to be allowed in pr opor~
tion' to what’ they fhall earn, always fubjeé‘ted to
fuch penalties as the leglﬂature fhall think ptoper,
for ‘wafting - or’ ‘embezzling * the’ materlals, of
for damaging or fpoiling thelr work. " Even thé
aged and infirm might generally be kept either
Wholly “or ‘in’great meafure, from fallmg upon
the parifh, by allowing fuch of them as are ln()ﬂ:
1mpa1red by age of mﬁrmlty, but fill capable of
doing fonv:thmtT towards - their own {upport,
little more ‘than they earn, in order to encourage

and promote- induftry as much and as far as ‘pof-
< 4 fible

[ 6 1

ﬁble ; and indeed it is an aé of the greateﬂ: kinds

nefs to the laft mentioned perfona, to provide for
them fome employment fuitable to their ftrength
and age,’ by which means they may be- enabled in
great meafure to procure for themfelves 4 comis
fortable fubfiftence, which i is a fituation mﬁmtely
preferable to any fupport Whatever, that is altoge=
ther precamous. Nor are there | many infirm per—
fons, except fuch as labour under the preﬁ"ure of
fomie fevere and v1olent d1forder', nor many - per~
fons fo utterly difabled by age, that mlght not be ac»

commodated with fome employment or Othel ﬁut—‘

ed.to theu weaknefs and 1nﬁrmltles ; than Wlueh
nothmg would contl 1bute more to thelr chearful~

* nefs and health, and to the removmg thatlanorour of ’

the mind, and that infupportable tlrefomenefs and
dxfguﬂ: which conftantly and neceﬂ’amly accompa-

- ny abfolute idlenefs in perfons of every condition.

It might alfo be very proper, and would have

a natural tendency to encourage and promote in-

duftry, if fome fmall gratifications were allowed

efpecially to young perfons, whérever any extra-
,‘ordmay care and diligence fhould appear : and all
this might be done with infinitely more fuitable-
,'nefs and propriety, and I am thorouohly perfuad-
‘ed with very great favings to the nation, by fuffer-
ing them to continue 1n’ then‘l own dwelltncs, _
than by any publlc inftitutions whatever : fach

;materlals as are neceﬂ'ary for’ thelr employmerit
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might always be delivered to them by the church-
warden or overfeer, or by -a committee of the
~principal inhabitants, or whom they fhould ap-
point, and which perfon fo appointed might be
able to take upon him the care of many neigh-
bouring parifhes at the fame time, in like manner
as by all other manufacturers ; taking an account
_of the .weight out and in, and at the fame
time makma a proper - allowance for wafte : here
they would each of them always rerhain along

with their own families, and live in their accuftom-

~ed method, both in refpect of diet and lodging.
‘Here would be wanted no new cxpenfive build-
ings, no expenfive management; there will be
toom left for no fcandalous jobs among brick-

layers, carpenters, brewers, bakers, butchers; and -

‘various other tradefmen. The only things necef-
fary here will be a fufficient provifion of materials

and. implements.  The perfons employed by the

~parith will be upon the fame footing as {pinners,
weavers, and other artificers, employed by any

other mafters, and by perfons cqually interefted

1o take care that they exccute their work with
diligence, carefulnefs, and honefty ; and who will

“have the fame remedy in every cafe of breach of -

~ duty. And the people thus. employed, as they,
will be always paid, at leaft in proportion to what
they fhall earn, and the aged and infirm oenemlly
: iomcthmrr more  for theu‘ encouraoement will
- L evidently

{ 69 1]

evidently upon the whole, have as great, if not
igreziter motives to diligence, care, and fidelity,

than workmen in general employed by any other
perfons whatever. And by the introduétion of
fuch coarfe fabrics as are mentioned above, efpe«
cially of linnens, the nation as well as private per-

fons would. be greatly benefited 5 as the importa-

tion of foreign goods of that fort, which at prefent
is very confiderable, might be rendered in great
meafure unneceﬂ‘ary :

The inhabitants of fuch parifhes as are fituated
within any moderate diftance of manufacturing
towns, which are greatly increafed, and have fpread
themfelves almoft over the whole country, can fel-
dom want employment. And in great manufac-

turing towns whenever trade happens to be dull,

and many artificers confequently turned off ; if the
mafters, until fuch time as bufi nefs Thall revive,
would provide a furplus ftock of fuch goods asthey
know will be wanted in half a year, or a year’s time,

this inconvenience might perhaps in fome mea-

fure be remedied ; more efpecially if the journey-
men would fubmit to a fmall diminution of wages,
in order to enable the mafter workman to keep
fuch dead ftock upon his hands fo confiderable a
time without being too great a lofer; and every
induftrious perion would certainly judge  this

| ?rcfgrable to ‘the being deftitute of all employ-
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ment, whereby both- himfelf and his famﬂy muft
be expofed to the greateft diftrefs, or become 2
dead Welght upon the pubhc.

If fome fort of empioyment Was_ once prov1ded
for all perfons that were able, in any degree, to
work ; and if the idle and refractory wére always

fure to meet with fuch punithment as they moft
certamly deferve, that troublefome and expenfive
bufinefs of fettlements, . Would probably foon be-
come an affair of .no very great confequence; as
few poor families, if proper care was taken, would
ever in all likelihood become very chargeable to
the parith. But if it fhould feem expedxent to
continue the prefent laws in general regardmg
fettlements  this alteration at leaft, T apprehend
ought to be made, that whenever any parifhes have .

a mind to fend any perfon to the place of their |

legal fettlement, fuch removal fhould ~always be
at the fole expence of fuch parifh, although it
‘Ihould be at ever {o gleat a dlﬂtance. -

If farmers 1n genex al, who are out of the read

of manufacturing towns, would make a 1eferve |

of fuch things as may be pof’cponed fora year or
two without any great. mconvemence, fuch as
, Iaymor of qmckfet hedges, fcourmor of dltChCS,
- and the like,. labourmg men would feldom want

employment in the winter, from the ihortnefs of |

cr ops;
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crops, and the threfhing bemo confequently fooner
over upon ! that account ; in the fummer, more e-

| fpeelally in the times of hay ‘and corn harveft,

they have cenerally fufficient employment for all

« fueh as are wﬂhng to work and mdeed are often

at a lofs to know where to get hands. The hlgh
roads fince the general mtxodu&lon of turnplkes,
and other occaﬁonal ~public and prwate works,
employ great numbers. And indeed when pa-
rithes fhall find themfelves not, only obhged to’
maintain their poor, Whenever they are out of em-
ployment but alfo fubje&ed to a penalty for fuf-
fermg them to remain in that ﬁtuauon it be-
comes in a great meafure unneceﬁary to. endea—
vour to fhow them by what method they may be[’;

'remove that’ mconvemence . their own mterei’r

and the partxcular fituation: and c1rcum{‘cances of
parlfhes will better inform them, than any . genc-
ral mftruc"tmns whatever ufe and ‘experience will
certainly pomt out VaI‘lOUS mcthods unthought of
at prefent. Beﬁdes, mduﬁry in one man of eourfe

bggets and fupports induftry in others. The la- -

bour of a very {fmall proportion of hands is em-
ployed in the. clothing and: feeding 2 million of
wretches who  are almo{’c naked and {‘carved
where the rags: of the dead are worn ‘over again
by the hvmg, and where the ﬂale unwholfome
refufe of ﬁfh fcalls and ihambles is thelr hwheﬁ:

: lu,cury
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It is abfolutely neceffary that the price of la. -mon brewer. . Nor indeed is” the advanced priw | !;
bour ﬂ*ou}d be kept thhm the moft moderatc | of ale and {trong beer at. ppublic-houfes of t:ha: i,;

cgnfequence to. the common ‘people in'general as

l

bounds in €Yery conndry Whmh carries on any. fome men feem to imagine. . They are undoubts j
|

1

9

conﬁderable commerce in it’s manufa&ures with
forelgn natlons Whenever therefore the necef-
fities of govémment obhcre the parhament to raxfc

edly led into the principal part of: their expences,
at thefe houfes, through idlenefs, intemperance, -

money, and lay taxes for our defence and fupport | and vicious habits, an;i fellcliomd throudgh any. real | }g
the utmett care thould be takcn that all’ mch o ‘ % neceflity ; in which cafes the advanced price isfo H’
fhmos as t‘le common people qut for the;r dazly | far from bemg any real inconvenience, or evil to ;
1uﬂenance ‘be as much as pofﬁble exempt from.; ' them, .that, on. the: con;rargr, hthelr h;:alth and : }
fuch additional burthens, as they muft of courfe well-being, .togcth?r with the happinefs: both of - |
in time prove fatal to every country, whofe riches, themfelves and cheir diftreffed families, are there- |

b ’ . 1 ) ) Ce g - ]
power, and ftrength, depend on it’s foreign trade , by ‘more likely to ‘bc promoted, than if, by the. |
as it muft enable all rival natxons, wherever the 3 1 cheapnefs of thofe liquors, the means of proceed- i
ﬂpcncc of living, and confcquently the prlce of Ing to excefs, and of abufing themfelves, was left -
labour ‘i cheaper, to underfell theém at fmelorn : more within their power and circumftances. . Nor il

P

markets, The addltxoml duty upon 1 malt great-
]y affe@ts the. common people ; and the feverlty of

it falls prmc1pa]1y upon tl*e mof‘c mduﬁr,ous and

dcfervmg, who feldom or never frequent ale-
houfes, and to whom confequently the price of all

liquors, either brewed or diftilled from’ malt and_ :
fold at thofe places, is altooether 1mmaterxa1 5 as

indeed whatever fmall beer, or httle ale they {’cand

in need of, extber for thexr common ufe, crocca-

-ﬁonal rerrefhment, is in general brewcd at tiwew

own homes ; except by thofe who haDpcn to re-
hée in cities, or great towns, ‘where they may, 1t '

;hey tt mk ﬁt, fupply thsmfclves from the com-

2 ’ m()'l

Y

~do I apprehend, that in the long catalogue of
taxes that affect the neceffaries- of life, any ‘one
can be pltched upen which:the fobér, induftrious
and really valuable part of the common people
have lefs reafon to- complam of, than the duty
upon ale and ftrong beer'; nor does the complamt,
I am well aflured, come from that quarter, - And
as the prefent fituation of our: affairs is fuch that
‘we cannot afford to part Wlth both duties;, they
had certamly much better remain as: they are,
than that the beer fhould be difcharged, and the
malt remain burthened. . And indeed the:duty
ppon e and ﬁrong beer, mf’ccad of being the-
firft
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firft of all thofe tdxes which feem in any dégree
to affet the Poor, ought in all reafon to be the very.
laft that fhall be taken off;.as" it is.undoubtedly.
a tax upon the moft dangerous and  pernicious
luxury, the luxury of the common people.~. = -

There are in the: metropolis, .and in many other
-parts of the kingdom, focieties or clubs of young
labouring men, who appropriate a triffing part of
‘their weekly earnings towards raifing a fund for the

fupport of their members under any infirmities or
difabilities amﬁncr from ficknefs, accidents, or age §
‘which, if. properly regulated, are excellent and
ufeful mf’clmmons, and undoubtedly,prevenu many
-poor -families from  becoming chargeable to the

parifh ;- many of them having very laudable ‘rules -

and orders for their government and behaviour.
And, as it is always. the intereft of every fingle
-perfon.. to! difcountenance: idlenefs and. extrava-
~gance as much as poflible, and to encoyrage and
‘promote induftry, fobriety and: frugality in every

member of -the fociety, .it-might -be very proper

if all reafonable encouragement was given to make
them more general ; and -it-would certainly ‘con-
tribute greatly to-that end, if gentlemen, and
perfons - in ‘circumi{tances who ‘live in- the neigh-
bourhood, would fometimes countenance them by
hecomrnv hencrarv members, S

L <
.:A_\ ]

‘.731

As, -to the meft ploper method. of rehevmg v

fuch neceﬁitous perfons as muft-at all times want
our aﬁif’cance, noththﬁandmg we do every thmor
in our power to prevent it, I am perfuaded it Wlll
be, upon the whole, both lefs expenfive to the
public, and .more fultable to the cncumﬁances of
the Poor themfelves, 1f they are. fuﬁ'ered to re-
main: in_their own dwellmgs, and there relieved
or. fupported accordmO' to thelr feveral neceﬁi—
ties, than if elther ﬁnale par1fhes ﬂmu]d colle&:
them into. work- houfes fo called, or a conﬁder—
ab]e number be Jomed together for that purpofe.

YA few mf’cances, perhaps, mxght be _produced

where this colle@ive method ‘may have been ats
tended with fuccefs, from the acc1denta1 care and
experience of the perfons who.have had the care

and . management, or. from fome other c1rcum- '

_f’tances peculiar to the place where the experiment
has been ‘made, But, if T am not. rnuch mlﬁaken,
fhould we form our Judcrment from the whole,

we ihall ﬁnd that thefe eﬁ:abhfhments have been'

fo far from . anfwermg the expe&atlons of the
Pubhc, that, 1in general the evil has been rather
mcreafed than dlmmlfhed both in refpeé’c of the
numbers of neceﬁitous obje&s whxch have pre-
fented themfelves, and alfo the’ proportlonable
gxpence of mamtammg them. '

e
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When a workhoufe is firft eftablifhed in any
~parifh, the inhabitants always promife themfelves
‘great favings-and reformation ; materials are  im-
mediately purchafed for-the employment of all the
Poor that are able to work, and every thing puts
on the face of bulinefs; b_uAt:, by degrees, the pub-
lic ‘care and attention  flacken; mens private af-
fairs and engagements appear to them fufficiént

excufes ;” the houfe is filled and nothmor done; the

inhabitants, when they find the taxes mcreafe,
wonder and comp}am, determiine that fri& in-
guiry thall be made ;" refolve theu‘ affairs {hall be
better managed for the future ; then try agam W1th
the fame fuccefs as beforc.

If we ﬁnd, by the experience of many years,
that thefe houfes are feldom properly managed in
ﬁnglé parifhes, where the attendancc‘is, as it were,
at the next doot; what is to'be expeéted when
many parithes fhall be formed into one large dif-
trict, and the greateft part of the perfons under
whofe cdre and management the Poor are intended
to fall, muft neceffarily live at the diftance of many
miles ? Tt requires no great penetration to foretel
what the confequence muft be. The error lies in
expe&xng from man, what men in general have
never done, and therefore it 1s moft reafonabie tQ
Frefume they never will, ,

If
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- If the legiflature fhould at anytime refume the
confideration of  this affair, I beg leave to obfcrvc,;
it would greatly-aflift them in forming a true judg-
ment, if the ftate of all the work-houfes-ip- Eng-
land fhould be ordered to be laid before them,
with an account of the number of years each of
them - has been eftablifhed ,.alfo‘,ho’w many- per-
{ons have been annually admitted into each, with
an .account: of .the ~weekly cxpencé “of mainte-
nance, the clear yearly profits arifing from labour,
the number of infants that have been received,
with an exa&t account of what proportion hath
died, together with the ftate of the poor-rate
fome confiderable number of years before and
after each eﬁabhfhment.

F rom the time the poor are. admltted and havc

changed their own. coarfe and flender. diet for the
comparative luxury of thefe houfes, the whole ex-
pence of their maintenance is. thrown upon the
parith ; and their entertainment. fhere 1s generally
fuch, that I apprehend the.greateft part of the
poor, efpecially the idle and improvident, which
I am afraid fometimes make a confiderable ma-

-Jority, are {o well fatisfied with their ficvadon,

which is ufually much better than they can.ever

_probably procure for themfelves, that they. are

ready to find any pretext for continuing thuc as,

long as they poffibly can; not only to the great
and
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and unneceflary oppreflion of the induftrious inha-
‘bitants ; but at’the fame time alfo the public are
deprived of *an: infinite number of hands that
might be ufefully: employed in acruculture, arts
and manufa@cures. ST T

- I Would by no means be underf’tood to infinuate
that all proper care fhould not be taken of the

_ poor, whenever they are not in a capacity ‘of pro: -

viding for themfelves : it'is the higheft dégree of

public cruelty and ingratitude, to fuffer men’ who:

have fpent their youth and ftrength in labour’ and
wfefulnels; “to lanovulfh Undér the want of thée
common’: neceﬁ'arles and’ cohveniencies “of hfe,
when age or infirmities have rendered them in:
capable of {upporting themfelves : but neverthe-
lefs, T think' it is worthy the pubhc attention;

whether the makmor a more comfortable retreatj

for the idlé; 1mpr0Vldent ‘and - undeferving; - than

the moft fober, frugal, andinduftrious can general- |
1y expe&t to provide for themfelves, does not natu-
rally tend to weaken the motives to private care;
and of coutfe tempt the common people to fhift the

burthen from' themfelves upon the public. Too
miuch regard and tendernefs can hardly be thown
to the defewmw and laborlo‘us poor ; but furely
when they come to be put upon an eftablithed

'fuppoxt fome kind of dlf’cm&xon fhould be made, |

not«
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ﬂotmthﬂ:andmg th1s rule can never take p]ace 1n’
fudden and preﬂing emergenc1es.

There feem to me to be only two inftances i’
which thefe pubhc receptacles for the poor have f§’
“fnuch as the appearance of’ utxhty ; T mean in the

cafe of deferted children, and ancient perfons wh@)

are utterly paft their labour, and who have no re<
latlons that are able and whofe duty it is to take

Care of them, and afford them fome a{ﬁ{’cance. As

fo ancient perfons ‘there feems to be fome degrree ,
of cmelty in tearing them nor only from their

fiiends and acquamtance, but ovenera]ly from the

place of thexr birth- and reﬁdence for the whole .
perhaps, or ufually the greate{’c part of their paft

lives; to which all ‘men have particular attach-
ments, ‘and quit Wxth regret and’ reluctance, and
obliging them to mix with a fet of people they
know not and to whom they are utterly un-
known ; which generally muft be the cafe’in the

plan of d1v1dmg the whole country into ]arge |

dl&rx&s. As for deferted children, or the chil-

dren of fuch poor as are not able to fupport them,
the many 1n{’cances we find of almoft incredible -

numbers ‘that have been fuffered to perith for
‘want of proper care ‘under the management of
work- houfes, is become a national barbarity- and
reproach, that well deferves ‘the attention of the
leglﬂature. In-both the above-mentioned cafes,
,, pro-
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provifion might always undoubtedly be made it
fome poor honcft family, in a far more fuitable;
and proper manner, and at much lefs expence to
the. public ; and nmight at the fame time alfo be
of confiderable advantage to fuch poor perfons as.
ﬂmmd tliink proper to receive them, and often be
the means —of keeping them from becoming

chamrab e to the parifh.

1 appre‘mna in 4l other inftances, whcre the

| poor can poflibly want the public aﬁi{’cance, every

circumftance both of convenience to themfelves,

and faving to the pubhc, the cafe of lunatlcs on-
ly excepted, pleads in the {’cronge{’c manner for
continuing them in their own dwellings ; there.
they will always remain, under évery circumftance

~ of infirmity arifing from ficknefs or age, under

the eye and care of their deareft friends and
neareft relations ; as ‘thefe mutual lntercoulfcs of
duty muft generally lie between hufbands and

" wives, brothers and fifters, parents and children,

who will be always bound by every tie of duty,
intereft, and natural affettion, to mmlﬁer to their
wants, alleviate their fuﬂ"erlncrs, and haften thur
recovery : how little of this tendemefs pxcvaxls in
work- houfes, the event in genemll fear too plain-
ly fhows; nor indeed can better things be reafon-
ably expc&cd when we confider into What hands

the care of the infirm and helplefs of every age

m

[

in pubhc _work houfes generally falls 5 whoeve
among the women-poor appear to.be beft ablef
are crenerally pitched upon, I apprehend, for-that

fervice ; a fervice impofed.upon thém perhaps a-
galnf’c the1r xnchnauon and without much hopes
of reward : how it has accordmoly been executed;

1 remember not many years ago.appeared before
an auguft aﬁ'ernbly, who had ordered an enquiry
to be made, if I do not mxf’cake, i - fome -of the’
large parifhes in Weftminfter, into the care and
fate of fuch infants as had been under the ma-
nagement of thefe houfes within a limited time ;
and found, to the aftoniftiment of all prefent,’ that
not above one or two in forty er fifty, if my me=

mory does not. fail me,. had efcaped out of thofe

1nerc1lefs hands

~Tam perfuaded wheii the expence of provxdmg
convenlent houfes Wlth thelr furniture, for. the
receptlon of the poor, as was intended by the late
bill, together with all the various expences of
management, is added to. the charge of mainte-
nance, it will be found they might have been re-
lieved, or fupported at their ‘own homes, in a
manner much more proper, and fuitable to then'
ufual way of hvm , with very great favinigs to. the
public. If we fhould eftimate - the expence of

every ﬁx perfons in thefc houfes, at twenty fouy
- F ) ﬂnllmos‘
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fhillings .a weck, 1 believe no.aone ;.'caanvcrfam;: in;
thefe affairs will think the calculation much te0,
high, when every thing is taken into the account;;
as myan)?.‘gf ‘them muft be clothed as well as fed.
If we take the families, wpon an average of the
whole labouring: people of England, confifting of
the fame number of perfons, 1 believe we fhall.
find they make lefs, perhaps, than 3 third part ef
that money do the bufinefs withqut complainiag s -
and as' I apprehend, that bread, and butchers
meat, make the principal part of their fuflenance,
in thofe houfes, in alk parts of the kingdom, the
difference of cxpence can feldom be very confides-

able. .. .

“There feems to me to have been this manifey
error and inconfiftency, in the bill of the feffion
before laft, that the author feems to flatter him-
felf, from the great utility of his {cheme, that 10+
duftry will be promoted, the number of necef:
fitous objects greatly reduced, and. gqpfgqucgg_}g
the ‘p\ibl;i'_c‘} eafed of great R?rt of t_}}e _é;gpgn,cg in g
few years; and at the fame time the whole
nation is put to immenfe charges, in providing,
and furnithing large and expenfive buildings, un-

doubtedly without any certainty, I believe with-
out much probability of fuccefs ; and which upon

his own plan, if it fhould fucceed, muft fhortly

become in great meafure empty and ufelefs : '}Jé-'
fides, it'is putting the poor upon fuch a peculiar,

pert
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p¢rmanen%;; and almoft una\l-tgrablcréﬁabliﬂxm}ént;

notwithftanding any inconveniencies or defects
which might afterwards.appear, as can hardly ever
be juftified: The methods and regulations ‘pro--
pofed in this treatife, have certainly this advan-

‘tage over moft other {chemes which have been

laid before the-public; that the attempt will not

- be “attended with much expencc:g fo that what- -
ever the fuccefs may be, the rifk cannot be great. -

If in fome large and populous parithes in the .

out-parts-of Londen and Weftminfter; of in other

great towns, any difficulties may ‘poffibly arife in
refpeét of taking care of the poor in their own -

dwellings, ¢ither in regard of fupporting them un-
der their neceffities and infirmities, ot the em-

ployment of fuch as are able to work ; as in fuch |

parithes in general, efpecially in-London and
Weftminfter, work-houfes are already eftablithed s
fuch houfes, wherever the parithioners fhall think
proper, might be continued. And they may at

the fame time have an opportunity ‘of trying

what may be done by the other method, and of
forming fome judgment from their own obferva-

tion and experience, which way induftry is moft

likely to be promoted, the real neceflitous poor

moft properly relieved, and the public expence

Fz - Befidey”
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. nefdse there is one circumftance: ver
.t “Befides, there 1s one

y dif

gracable in our prefent method of proceeding,

23& which can_hardly"_be.‘i'ri‘cu‘lc‘ated‘ too qft;g:n;‘
that notwithftanding the public are. fo f(?\(c;}'taly
épprefed with this heavy burthen, and.whlch,,lln:-
deed ifi many places is become almoft infupport-
able,” and which without fome effectual alteration
muft neceflfarily go on increafing ; yet the wants
and diftrefles of the poor are by no. means leflen-
ed on that account; on the contrary they ?.]W_a}ts
have, and ever muft at leaft keep pace with, {f
‘riot out-run, the public proviﬁon' made fo.r;th'cn'
telief, be it ever fo large and _-exte‘_nﬁvve’;A which in-
:deed; whenever it _exgeeds its true b<?unds : ;mld
-ﬁfoportﬁion',for'is _improg;rly apghed; 1s‘“poy_t only
thrown away. and wafted to no pg‘rpofe,_ but hég
sthe moft hurtful and dangerous influence upon
the minds and practice of the_chn.nn_on Qeqple, by

taking off their only proper reliance upon t_hclr

own frugality and induftry, and by that means
~tempting and fe’ncograg’mg }t.he_m to -,{dlcr}cfs,-ag?l
“extravagance, * with_ all -thexf pernicious: cqéfc‘-\
"‘qu’énées'-, and afterwards, as 13’_m_oﬁ' natural_, qua

‘dependence ‘on the public fqr affiftance, or h}p-

port.

’ th’),e’vef has been at the ‘trouble of .attending

~our leblic hofpitals for fome years paft,~ cannet

but obferve that the number of diftrefled objeéts,

[ 8 1
which every week prefent themfelves, and are re-
je€ted for want of room; is by no.means lcﬁ’gnedj,'
notwithftanding ‘the great increafe of places for
their reception and relief 5 2 little more than forty
years ago, I apprehend, there were only two pub-
lic hofpitals, and one houte for lunatics, within the
bills of mortality ;" fince that time they ‘are fo im-
menfely ‘in¢reafed, that-it is no eafy matter to

reckon’ them up; we meet with them in every
quarter of the town ; fome of which perhaps were -

originally fet on foot, and contributions follicited,
from mean and interefted views of particulars ;

but all of them undoubtedly carried into execu:

tion, and fupported always by the well-meant zeal

of charitable and benrevolent petfons; and whom I,

would by no means be underftood to make an:
fwerable for that hurtful influencethey did not

forefee fuch foundations muft neceflarily have up-

on the minds and behaviour of the -common

people, whenever they are carried to too great an,

excefs. As to the additional proyifion for luna-
tics, it is worthy the benevolence and humanity of

the ‘nation’; nor can it be carried too far, fo long .

as there fhall rémain one ﬁngle obje unprovided
for. B

* There is fomething. very p;c’cﬁliar-’in the public

provifion made for thefe unhappy people, which.
Is, that it’s good influence and ufefulpefs might
- | Fz ke
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be made to extend not only to people in low cots

* dition, who may happen to have this diforder fall
~ upon any . near relation; but even perfons al{o'in

middling, and c:vén' eafy citcumftances, -mi‘ght‘ re=-
ceive the greateft advantages. | :

| Whenever any one, whofe income may happen
to be from forty or fifty, to two, or even three

| ‘hundred pounds a- year, fhall have this moft
~ *dreadful of all calamities vifit any one of his fa-
~ mily, whom he is obliged to take care of; no

man can well be a proper judge of the melan-

~ choly fituation, without firft having had experience

of it himfelf, or being witnefs to the calamity andd
terror it occafions to others. - If the unhappy

~objedt is taken care of at home, the attendance

and expence, even in that cafe,. muft be very
confiderable ; and what is ftill worfe, the danger

~ and diftrefs prefent themfelves continually before

our eyes: if the inconvenience is removed to 3
diftance, and provifion made in any ‘reputable
houfe appropriated for the reception of fuch un-

fortunate people, the charges run fo high, that if

 they continue long, they become abfolutely ruin-
~ qusand infupportable ; with the common people

in low circumftances the cafe is widely different,
as the care and expence fall wholly upon the

[ 87 ]
I am perfuaded if a plan was rightly formed,
and a humber of gentlemen of charater and pub-

lic fpirit Would give encouragement to it, and
“undertake the care and mahagement, an eafy re-
‘medy might be provided againtt this calamity,

which falls with fuch peculiar aggravation upon

‘perfons who happen to be in fuch a fituation in

tHe world, that they are not able to fupport the

- gréat éxpence attending private care, nor ‘can

with propriéty accept of any charitable provifion.
T'o this end I would beg léave to propofe that
perfons fhould be admitted, and provided with
fuitable appartments, attendance, phyfic, and all

~ other neceffiries at the different penfions follow-

itig, iz, fifty, forty, thirty, twenty, ten, or per-

haps rather fifteen pouhds a year ; which ever of -
‘the two laft thould appéar fufficient, might be the

fum fettled: for parifhi lunatics in general ; “and
alfo fo many more perfons might be taken ih
gratis, as the favings from the penfions and’ pri-

'vate donations would fupport. By thefe means

people in middling, and even eafy circumftances,
might place thefe unhappy objects under fafe and
reputable care and mandgernent, with fﬁi;éble
accommodations, in proportion ‘to the different
penfions, for lefs perhaps than one third 'of the
expehce that muft accrue in private 'hd_uféé of
credit; and at the fame time provifion made for

—greatly increafing the number of thofe they fhall

Fgq ~ think
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think proper to admit gratis. If the gentlemen -
~ of St. Luke’s hofpital fhould approve. of this hint,
- form it into a regular plan, and endeavour to

carry it into executron, they would deferve great-

Ty of the public ; nor could it fail of fuccefs in fuch’

;ef pe&able hands

If amore general fpnrt of orderly and. v1rtuous "

bchavmur could once be mtroduced , 1t is hlghly
probable the number of thefe unhappy objeé‘ts,

which have- been obferyed: greatly to mcreafe of
1ate years, mloht be proportionably leflened. It
' cannot be doubted but that the confcroufnefs of a

life fpent in dlﬁipatlon, profligacy, and all kmds
of crrmmal excefles, whenever fuch unhappy per—

fons fhall find themfelves under the neceﬂity, and
fome time-or other. they. certainly muft, of takmg

a full view of and dwelling upon, the lono and

black account, may fo dlfarrange or oppreis the

reafonmcr powers, that the mind. can have no re-

fuge but in the dreadful alternatwe of madnefs or

_fmcxde

| 1 flatter myfexf by this time it fufficiently ap-
-pears that the meafures hlthCltO generally taken
both by the pubhc and by private perfons, to

-.fupply and redrefs the wants and fufferings of the

‘common ‘people, to leflen the pubhc expence, and

A:xmroduce a_more general fpmt of ‘indyftry, fo-
bnety, ‘

I

U % ]

briety, and order, have by no means produced:

thofe good effects for whrch they were {o char
ritably and plouﬁy intended 5 but on ‘the con<
trary, that they always have and ever muf’c en-u
courage and promote the very ev1ls they were dc-

ﬁgned tq prevent,

‘But as the beﬁ laws are apt, to be negle&ed !

unlefs care is taken, from time to tlme, to pre-

ferve them in mens ‘minds ; 5 1f the legrﬂaﬁure

Ihould approve of the methods .and regulatronsi
recommended in this Inquu Vs and enact them in- .
toa law, I apprehend p1ov1ﬁon fhould be made |
that all pam{hes be obliged to furmfh them-
felves ‘with fuch law, or an abf’tra& of fuch parts .
of it as regard their behavrom and take care that

it be pubhck]y read at a parlfh meeting, at leaft

twice in every year; the moft proper times for
which, I apprehend, would be thofe days that‘
thall be appomted for enquiring into the ﬁate and |
behavrour of the common people prevxous to

their entermg upon that buﬁnefs

Thus have I ventured to lay my thou0hts be‘ ;

fore the pubhc, upon a fubje& of the greateﬂ: im-

p01 tance that can ever come under their conﬁder— .

ation ; and fhall moft readlly leave the Whole w1th
them to difpofe of in fuch manner as they ihall

thmk proper. It is a lebJeét in which all man-
o kmd‘ |
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kind -are: equally interefted ; whoever therefore
* fall not fall in.with my fentiments, it can haraly
‘be fuppofed to arife” from any other motives
 except their not admitting the force of my argu:
ments. - Aid notwithftanding 1 judged it a re-
fpe& due to the public, not to trouble then with
my thoughts upon this .interefting fubjet, until

: chejrhad'uridéigdﬁé a long, fevere, and careful

eximifation ; and aithotigh I am théroughly pet-
 fuaded it is the-only plan upon the whole, “thiat
et ever put any confiderable ft0p to the progrefs
- f thofe vatious inconvenieiicies and evils which
~ we have fo long to our great miisfortune laboured
~ under; and that, 48 itis, it would fully anfwer
whatever 1 have allowed myfélf to expect from it;
et ari 1 by 50 means cither fo fanguine, of fo
© vain,"as to itnagine inany thirigs -miay not have
efcaped ¥ne, whichi, upon trial, may-appear necef-
fary to Catry into full execution the great pur-
Tpofes T have aimed at, Whoever, therefore,
~ fhall point -out any errors or " defedts in this en-
~ quiry, I fhall be fo far from confidering him 1
the light of an adverfary, that on the contrary,
1 thall 160k upon him as a moft valuable ally, en.
gaged along with me in the fame purf?lt: i
- mankind are made bettér and happier, 1t 1s of
little ‘confequence from what hand the fervice
opigs, T :

Al

All reafonable mef, 1 am well “affured, _ will
agree with me in this, that' whoever fhall refeue
the common people of this nation from their- pfee

- {ent unhappy condition of idlenefs, éXtrava‘gancc,

and vice, -into which fuch numbers of thought-

lefs men have been unhappily betrayed; by any

methods, confiftent -with that fpirit of  freddoin
pbfervable in all our laws, which, to the glory of
this  happy natien, hold the liberty: of :the
loweft  fubje® in-:the fame  eftitation with the

higheft, to habits of honeft labour, fobriety and

frugality,. is - their beft -and trueft friend: The

condition of the induftrious; fober and virtuous

labourer, if we make a true cftimation of things;
perhiaps ought rather to excite our envy than

pity. . He,alth,‘and‘ripeacc. of mind, the choiceft .

bleflings referved by providence for mankind,.are,
to be looked for in his humble cottage: His
cares feldom exceed the limits of the day; the
induftry, frugality, and virtue of the parents
being all the fortune his children will ftand in

~ peed of. He fits down to his homely frugal meal

with chearfulnefs and appetite, the natural re-

~ ward of virtuous labour, in vain fought after by |

pamper’d luxury in the moft exquifite delicacies-
His time, that infupportable burthen to the idle
and voluptuous, never hangs heavy upon his
hands; the love and pradice of labour becoming

at once his fupport and beft enjoyment. The

2 ‘might
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pight finds thim prepared for fweet and uninter-

rupted repofe Rclxglon tcachcs him - to bc thank-*f

ful and content.

On thc other hand the 1dle and 1mprov1dentf
Poor, although they fhould -not’ proceed 'to’cri~
minal breaches of the law, are:in a ﬁtuauon fuf-—i
,ﬁmently wretched, ‘as they’ muft’ O'enerally be in’

want, not only- of the comforts and conven1enc1es,7
' but fometimes alfo of the very neceflaries of life :
but the greateft excefs of mlfery that human na~
ture can be capable of, is when “unhappy,’
thoughtlefs men endeavour to remove or for-
get-for a-fhort feafon thofe evils that opprefs then,
by intemperance and criminal practices ; of wluch;
‘any one may be eafily. convinced, if he can bear

to take' a view of their wretched condition in any-
of the great out—parlfhes of . London and Weft-
mmﬁcr, ‘where .in every lane and alley hLe may

meet with,whole families crowded into one mi-.
ferable toom;. perithing: in -the midft of hunger
and . nakednefs, of - filth, vermin, and difeafes.:
Their. diforders : and’ outrages men fee and deteft,’
and-are: ever ready to punith'; their fufferings are

| concealed. from. the: publick -obfervation. -~ The

means.of relief are generally criminal and . dan-

‘gerous ;.and fuch are their unhappy connetions,’
that to.retreat or 'go onare often equally hazar-
dous. Add to all thls, that every pain. and every:

RS 2 | dlﬁrcfs
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diftrefs  they feel:are embittered .with the confeiz
oufnefs of, their having: brought: the whole upon

themfelves. by  their own: inexcufable. folly .and
peerrfe‘ncfs B‘u"t what abovc all 'aggraVatés th‘eir:

of wretchcdnefs, fo long as they continue in them
vicious pracices, -they are ‘utterly:cut: off from all

‘hopes of the favour.and protection ofi Almighty

God both now and hereafter, that foverewn cor=
dlal of afﬂ;&lon to “virtuous men.. > SETPE

EY

The rich and powerﬁﬂ of . this world when

"they have ‘not fufficient contmence and fortitude

to withftand the: temptations which- folicit them
on every fide, but forget the hand: that raifed
thern, and . moft- unreafonably arid ‘ungratefully
pervert thofe blefings and advantages defigned
by providence to be employed in-the proteéhon
of the weak and innocent, and in‘the ‘promoting

the - general profperity - and fafety of -all around

them, as well -as their own good fame and hap—
pinefs, into the means and inftruments.of tyranny
and oppreflion, of oratlfymg, without - reftraint,
every unreafonable ‘and vicious mchnatxon, and

of bringing upon themfelves every kind of ditho-

nour-and wretchednefs, from ‘which dangers the

honeft labouref, by the lownefs of his ﬁtuatwn,.

finds" himfelf  happily fheltered : their impaired
health, their rumed fame, their harrafled and dif-
3 gufted
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gufted fenfations and appetites; and the rép}*bftéhéé
of their own minds, convineg them when'it'is too
late, that they have altogether miftaken the road to

true pleafue ; and by themiferable ftraits to which

wefee them reduced to get rid of their time and

reflection, they become mﬁlaﬁdhqu, but inftrucs

tive examples to mankind of the infufficiency of
richeés and pawer'; and ‘how far, the poffeﬁgrs- ?f
them may fall thert of the virtuous lab@mff‘_n
true-happinefs. - T

Yam pcrfuadcél, if the methods and regulations
recommended in the foregoing pages fhall be

carried, into execution, with any tolerable degree

of care and attention, the happy cffeéts will foon
be fenfibly felt among. all degrees of ‘men: in-

duftry, fobriety, and frugality will be promoted,
and all kinds of - intemperance and diforder, with-

every degree-of violence upon. the property and
perfons of the people, will be more effectually.re-
ftrained, than by the moft fevere punifhments.
The {muggler, whofe illegal proceedings are al-
ways notorioufly known i the plagc of his.ufual

refidence, will find no, protection et retreaty and

that infamous pradtice, fo detrimental and difcou.

raging to the fair trader, will receive a more fatal -
wound, than if our coafls were furrounded and
watched by a thoufand armed gutters, and the

whole army employed upon that fervice alone s ltg
vho/e. arth 3 the
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the- great adwancement of the reyenue and na- |

tional credit, at a time when. every faving. is of

the utmoft confequence. The game alfo, if that
fhall e thought ;wg:ihy to. be confidered.asan
object of publick care, will he more effectually,
preferved, than by all the rigorous profecutions -
of .the aflpciation. The poacher will be in the
fame f(ituation with the fmuggler ;- he will be able
to find no place of retreat; every parith, for it%s
own fafety, will be obliged'to deliver him upinte

the hands of juftice. .

In every poffible circumftance, wherein -the

behaviour of the common people can be confi-

- dered, both their own well-being and happinefs,

together with the publick. convenience and

fafety, will be fo mixt and interwoven in the very.
body and conftitution of the laws, that they can

hardly fail of having their due influence and ef-

fe&, both upon the minds and practice of ‘the
whole nation. L : o

If the foregoing obfervations fhall appear to
have their foundation in reafon and ‘truth, and
fuited to the nature and circumftances of man-
kind, I do not doubt but they will meet with
due regard from thofe gentlemen, whofe ftatiop ~
puts it in their power, and whofe duty it is to -

- - provide -
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prov1de cqually for the good oxder, fafety, aﬁ&
happmefs of the wholc people. .

But more efpecxally 1 beg permiffion;, with all
duty and refpe&, to lay the cafe of the Poor, dif-
treffed, and inconfiderate part of his people at the
feet -of that moft excellent and amiable Prmce,—

who rules over thefe nations, whofe royal and
parental virtues are the brighteft ornaments of his

crown, and whofe illuftrious example muft add

efficacy and dxgmty to every .law that is calcu-

lated to promote the rcformatmn and happme{é:

of mankmd
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