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GENTLEMEN,

FFEYHE commiflion under which we ad,
| and the powers with which we are
intrufted, by a variety of A&s of Parlia-
ment, feem no lefs to point out to us, and
require from us the prevention of the rife
and progrefs of vice, than the detection

and punithment of the moft daring and

complicated - impieties. 'This idea is, in~
deed, infeparable from the principles of
good government, and fhould in it’s ope-

~ ration be the primary .object of the Magif-

trate. It extends itfelf to all .offences,

however claffed in refpeét to their Magni~

tude and Confequence, or to the perfons

affeted by them. To be altive in the pu-~
o B nifhment,

Seiiieis



(2 )

nithment, and indolent in the prevention

of vice, would, in effet, bé to make the
laws a mere {yftem of penal jurifprudence,
inftead of a rule of a&ion; and would thew

" an inclination to prove the expediency of all

penal flatutes, on/y by the number of con-

victions : on the fcore of propriety and con-

fitency, fuch a condué& may be likened to

‘an attempt to flop a cataraé of water, by
.. opening additional {prings into the bafon
~ from Whence it’s ﬁreams are {upplied.

While I with to draw your- attentlon to

B the ftudious and vxgdant prevention of all
overt and public 1rregular1t1es, T do not
prefume to take to myfelf the office of in-

ﬁru&or. My purpofe is barely to remind,
not to inform, much lefs to dictate ; and I
hope the fentiments of one Magiftrate, upon

a fuBJe‘t which has immediate relation to

the commOn duty of his office, and which

he is- perfuaded is a neceflary and” very
1mportant part of it; may be delivered with
- freedom, without giving Juﬁ occaﬁon of

oﬂ'ence to another. .

“That

( 3 )

-T‘hat once noble, and ftupendous fabric,

“the Britith Conftitution, has received repeat=
" ed thocks, which affect it’s foundations ; but
it fuffers by none of them more than by the
“inroads and depredations of vice. = Hence

the civil power is called upon for it’s aid,
and it particularly becomes the duty of

“every order of maglﬁracy to be watchful of
the fteps of vice, and determined to impede

and break thelr rapid courfe: and though
itis not in our united power to fay unto
our ftate, <« live for ever,” we may, and
we ought to contribute the full meafure of
our affiftance towards fecuring for it, or
rathex, perhaps, reftoring to it, under the
blefling of God, a- profpe& of length of
fdays, and an healthful old age.

Vlce, profanenefs, a and Immorahty, 1

~ all their varied fhapes, moft frequently take

their rife from fmall, and almoft impercep-

_,tlble begmnmgs. Corrupt as we are by

nature, murder and robbery are feldom, if

_ever, the firlt outfets of the unhappy wretch
who commits them. He has learned, in

B 2 S fome
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Jome {chool of viee, the leflons and: the

. habits' which lead to idlenefs, and to a
. defperate fortune: the refleCtion becomes
. infupportable ; the continued expence ex-
- ceeds the proportion of his means for it’s
- maintenance; he will not take.thame to hirn-

{elf, and return to his religious duties, and

~ to honeft indufiry, without a miracle was

wrought in his favor. In this moft diftrefs-

- ful, and generally fatal dilemma,  hangs

his mind, inclining to that way which
leadeth to deftru&ion’; and here we may
frequently date the commencement of thofe
pradtices which are clofed only by a pre-

- mature and difgraceful death. .

Neither (hould T negle&t to mentidn eth

frequent riots and difturbances in villages,

as well as -greater towns, or the frequent

~and grofs profanation of the Lord’s Day.
. Both of thefe owe their rife, generally
{peaking, to an unneceflary and ill-timed
+ affembling at a public houfe; and, unfortu-

nately, the profits gained by the hoft in-

_creafe according to the intoxication of the

guefts.

| (.5)
guefls. Laws are indeed provided for the
punithment of both thefe offences ; but '
am infifting that the duty of the Magiftrate’
extends to the prevention of them. In the
former cafes the laws are oftentimes eluded,
by the darknefs of the night, and the gene-
ral concern of the whole company in the
mifchief which is done. - And the neglect
of parith officers, or their ignorance of
their duty, fuffer the laws prOvided againft
the profanation of the Lord’s Day from"
having their operation or effect. - ‘

" Tor the fource ‘of all thefe ills we muft

* "look into the focieties of drunkards, and

gamefters, and ‘idlers, and enter into thofe’

houfes wheréin they are harboured, and

wherein the unfufpedting and unwary pal-
fenger is invited, " And as I have now in

 view thofe of the loweft order, and of the
mofk fufpeced credit and general contagion, -
we mufl go ‘into our numerous public Ale-

houfes. The caufe and the effe& equally
correfpond, in what’is vulgarly called ‘the
great world ; the effe&is, not unfrequentlys
o B 3 | - the
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the commlﬁ’lon of offences of the firft mag-
nitude ; offences which are not within-our

\cognizance, and fometimes, alas! not with~

in the reach of the laws under the difpenfa-
tion of our fupemors.

Forgive me then, Gentlemen, if, with

the fole view to the public’s good, and to-

our own honer, I beg leave to call your at-
tention to that part of our duty which re-
fpe&ts the allowance and regulation of thefe
nurferies and feminaries of diftrefs and
wretchednefs, of vice and felonjes. . To that

‘part of our duty, wherein the defign and

{enfe of the Legiflature is clear and exprefs;
but wherein alfo much is left without re-
{traint to the diferetion of the Magiftrate,

For the accommodation of travellers and

ftrangers, thefe public Alehoufes are ufeful

and neceflary : they aré fometimes very
convenient for the affembling of certain
pubhc meetings, and the tranfaltion  of
certain public bufinefs. Beyond thefe feW

| mf‘cances the ufe of them does not extend,

and,

( 7))

and, confequently, all beyond thefe cafes
we muft call the abufe of their original de~
fign. And here the moderate and difpaf=
fionate interpofition of the Magiftrate be-
comes neceflary.. ‘

In order to a jult and 1mpart1al determi-
nation, in an application for the licenfling
of a public Alehoufe, we fhould, in the firft
inftance, pay all due attention to the cba-

ra&er of the candidate for our favor. ; In
. this matter the law has exprefsly provided

and dire®ed, as an indifpenfible requifite,

(except in cities mzd towns corpamte *) that

kind

* This exceptlon ftands in the ftatute of 26 Geo. II,.

c. 31. upon the fuppofition ‘of the near nelghbourhood

of the Magiftrate with the propofed viGualler, and of

his better, or perfonal knowledge of his charater, and
of the occafion for fuch houfe. The certificate of the

perfon’s good fame, and fober I j} and converfation, l'S,

howevex, abfolutely ncceﬂary in counties at large: in

cities and towns corporate, it may, pr0perly {peaking, be

faid to be optional in the Magiftrate ;. for an inability

to produce fuch certificate would argue fomething very
like an unﬂtnefs to be hcenfed unlefs, mdeed, the

B 4 _ ~ bane
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kind of certificate in his behalf, which, to

us,- m};f’c be the beft evidence of his well
deferving. How far thefe certificates may
: | ' be

bax']e of party fquabbles could be difcovered to have
pp_}u:ﬂ;ly influenced the refufal. What the ‘Legiﬂature
fqrther regui_res of the Magiftrate is, that the licénces
to keep common Inns, or Ale-houfes, be granted onlsr"

by Fuftices who atz in the divifion where the propofed li-

cenfed pe.ifan' dwells, and that at a certain time, of which
dvue not;;e Istobe given. And thefe precautions weré'
{:a}klen,v as tl'le fame a& fets forth, to prevent the many
mwnwmkmzes which had arifen from perfons being licenfed
20 keep Inns-and common E/p/ﬁauﬁs', by Fuftices who Zz"ve;z
remote frpm the places of abode of fuch pevﬁés,. and might
not thereby be truly informed of the occafion or want of fuch
houfess or the characters of the perfons applying to keep the
Same. kAnd it may be generally obferved, that the
law lt?aves the_]uﬂices at their abfolute.&i'fcretion .in
granting a licencé to a new. perfon 3 nor will a ma;a’a-‘-'

mas lie againft them for any refufal, unlefs they have -

been mﬂ‘uenced by fpartiality,, malice, or corruption.
(See the cafe of the King againft Ybuﬁg and Pitts E.
31 G. IL.) Agreeably, therefore, tothe ‘fpiritA of’fhat
part of the a¢t which I have recited, itis a very good
and fafe rule, at a general nieeting of Juftices for an
¢xtepﬁ‘fe.,diviﬁon or diftriét, particularly to confult
the opinion and judgment of thofe Gentlemen, in
Whofe neighbourhood the pe'rfonPfopofed to be lic’en—
fed more immediately lives,

(9 )

be furreptitioufly obtained, or given to per-

fons unworthy of them, as matter of mere

form, or from a falfe principle of good

neighbourhood, becomes a confideration of
a different nature, though not entirely un-

deferving of enquiry. In general they may

merit a favorable conftru&ion, unlefs, in-

deed, a Magiftrate can, from his own pofi-
tive knowledge aver the contrary; and, in
that cafe, it becomes his duty to contravene
fuch formal teftimonial. -

The next confideration is, what occafion

there may be for fuch Alehoufe in the place
propofed ? and this enquiry thould be made,
without refpec either to the perfon applying
for it, or to the {ponfors, for his charater.
1t fhould be well confidered, how far the
accommodation of the public in general,
or the circumftances of that particuler town-~
thip, require 1t, or make it neceflary. If

the parifh is fmall, there may not be occa-

fion for any Alehoufe; or, if the Parifh 1s

only of common extent, and there thould

be one already eftablifhed, there may be no
: occafion
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occafion for a fecond; and if no particular

great road fhould lie through fuch village.
- or parifh, one public Alehoufe thould feem

to be fully fufficient for every good or ufe-
ful purpofe. Where fuch road does pals

~ through a parifh, it becomes a reafonable
- enquiry, in order to a right judgment, to

examine into it’s diftance from the next
Public-houfe lying upon the fame road ; as
allo into the diftance between thc market
towns, which are ufually confidered. as the
extent of {fuch road.

Teis fometimes urge;d; that if fuch additi-

onal public Ale-houfe thould afterwards be ir-
regularly or diforderly managed, the remedy
is always at hand ; but the ufual teft of fuch
irregularity and diforder is generally nothing

fhort of outrages: an houfe eftablifhed, is ne~

ver fupprefled upon the fingle idea of it’s be-
ing a neft of idlenefs, and as difperfing it’s

- {low and filent, but fure poifon.among the

people.  And I muft further remark, that

whatever may be the offence of the publi

can, there are fo many. more difficulties in
| | the

the way of putting down one of thefe hou;fe§ ,
fhan there are in the way of refufing their

eftablifhment, that cvery argument againft

{uch new licenfing ought to be all_of?srcd it’s
full force, before they receive our fiat.

In order to the fuppreflion of a pubhc.
Ale-houfe, convitions muft precede ; a.nd
their ‘.diﬁan,tA fituation from the ,fupex:m-v
tendance of the Magiftrate, and the difh-
:;ulty of getting information, may, for fome

" time, baffle, if not defeat his vigilance.
‘ . > \ o e PO
 And to this let me add, thatitis far more

painful and diftrefling to an hu.ma,ne man, to
cut off that fource of a family’s .bread,"to
which they have long been habituated to

truft, than it is to the fame perfon to with~-

told his confent that the head of fuc,h fet.;.
mily thould firft turn 'hi'm.felf out of l.ns
sccuftomed line of life, into ﬂfgtoo pxi-.
Eable fottith idlenefs -of a-pu_bhcanf The
labor of this man’s hands i~s. ﬁ;equem}y lofy
to his family and the public; and feldom
does the fending him b‘ack. to his »form;elx;
occupation, reftore to him his Womed w1

or power for hpfneft 1a§0'§. -




- than one.
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;‘f'It .has\> allo been offered,  as ‘a plea for
: gramt.mg\. a licence to a diftreffed individual,
that it will keep him from being chargeablc,:‘

to the parith : and this plea is not only ad-
vanced by the expe@ant pauper, who may
-readily be {uppofed defirous of altéring thz
mode \of his ‘dependence, but it has even
been brought as a conclufive argument by
?he ?ther inhabitants of the parifh. ‘Wha};
18 thlS' but faying, We would rather -fpend
five times the money at the public Ale-

houfe, (anid from our own families, many of

whom are in equal want of it) out of which

the publican will receive his profit, than pay’ .'

our feparate inconfiderable fhares to a rea-
fonable maintenance for him in fobriet aril(;
honefty. The religion of this avgumznt 18
as vmuch as to {ay, We will make our cha-
rity {ubfervient to our pleafure and drunkenr
nefs. - The ceconomy of it withes to prové

that one fhilling is-equivalent to five : and"
the policy of it ‘alms to convincé‘us. that
many paupers are more eafily "maiﬂt,airied‘

ome perfons, from an -gficial courfe of

thinking and judging, plead the advance-
: ment

e A
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meit of the King’s revenue, in the ftamp-

duties, the duties on malt, hops, &c.  Thig

argument can only be fupported on the ftale
_pretence, that private vices are public bene=

fits; and they might as well fay, that ¢ if
21l the inhabitants had the plague the nation
would be healthy, and if they were all beg-
gars the nation would be rich.” :

‘ Buf, Gentlemen, need I ferioufly afk,

‘was this the end for which we were put
into the Commiffion of the Peace? Wasit

for this purpofe we were appointed the
‘guardians and confervators of the public
welfare? Itis, moreover, an ill compliment
paid to the King, to fuppofe that he, ‘who
s the fovereign guardian of the ftate, thould
wifh his people to be drunken and idle, (to
fay the leaft) with a view to the increafe of
his revenue. It isan ill compliment to the
Legiflature, who have enaéted fo many fa-
Jutary laws for the punifhment of vice, and

. to that end (confidering a certain number of

-public Ale-houfes as neceflary evils) have

‘thrown fo many cautionary impediments in .

3 ‘..~th’c
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vicious in their manners, befoi‘efthey can

( 14 )

‘the way of an indifcriminate increafe of

thefe fchools and receptacles of vice. It is
an ill c.’Of'n'pl-n‘ne’nt to ourfelves, ‘fe‘é-in’g the
intention of ‘our commiffion, and the letter

and {pirit of thofe laws which are to dire@ -

and rule our condu&, to {uppofe that we
“have fo far forgotten our duty to God, to
our King, and to our. country, and all re~
vfpeé’c to our own oaths, as to imagine that
“we would deliberately frufirate the whole
fcheme and ufe of our office and appoint~
ment. ~ S s

~ If the juftly boafted forms and model of
our Conflitution, or that liberty Wh1ch 18
{uppofed to be enjoyed in 'COnfequén’cé of
them, are worth preferving, it becomes the
duty of every good Magiftrate and Citizen
to ftem that torrent which muft finally over-

‘whelm theliberties of this country; and to
Mtop or leflen this torrent, he muft either

cut off the fource, or confine within nar-

‘rowér bounds the {welling waters. It isa

maxim Qf high authority in politics, thata
people muft be debauched, profligate, and

( 15 )

" e enflaved. 'The prefent peculiar circum-
{fances of this empire and it’s government,
-and the prevailing fathion of the age in

which we live, will more than overbalance
the prefcribed forms of our conftitution
under a relaxed execution. The exertion

- of public virtue can alone avert the threat-

ened. deluge, overfpreading all that is dear

' to 'us as Britons; and as we are placed in a
fituation to fuperintend the public peace,

and therewith the motals- of the people,
and may be apprifed of the principal fources
of all rapacious vice, it will redound de-
{erved honor upon us tolook diligently to
the opportunities which lie in our way, and
to the talents committed to our care.

The commiffion we bear we derive im-
mediately from the Crown, but as a dia~
mond receives it’s luftre from the degree of
.7 water and it’s polifh, fo fhall we receive
additional honor from an uniform integrity
and readinefs in the equal diftribution of
juftice, and from a manly vigilance in the

prevention of all. evil pradtices. Neither
B ' _ need
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.need I'be backward to fay, that our ng
and our Country will be under confiderable

obhgatlon to us; nor is the voice of the '
people entirely unvvlllmg to- acknowledge

the debt.  But the confcioufnefs of our own

ufefulnefs will not fail abundantly to recom-
penfe us for our time and trouble, and- the
reproaches of thofe who will revile us, only
becaufe they hate _virtue, and whofe fair
word would injure us more ef"entmlly in
the eﬁlmatlon of all good men,

- “”?/,g




