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t  r{*H E frft part.of this pamphlet WAas Write
| 1L tenabout five years ago, in confequence
| 4f an advertifement of the high fheriff and .
i gentlemen afombled at the aflizes for the =~ =
County of Kent, for a meeting to be held at.
k T S | Maidftone on Tuefday O&ober 2d, and at
- T f Canterbury on Friday O&ober. sth, 1770,
| | - " to confider of proper methods for the better
| care of the poor; and for applying to pat-
i liament for powers to carry the fame into
| 4 " execution. ‘The remainder of it confifts of
PRI R I A TR . two letters written lately at the requeft of a
| I neighbouring gentlemans who, having fhewn
. the whole to fome of thofe members of the
~ houfé of commons that haye exerted them~
B Glves the moft on this bufinefs, and finding
I it their opinion that the publication of thele
f papers might throw {fome ufeful lights upon
| the fubjett to which they relate, requefted
| the Author to allow themto be printed; which
i he did not think himfelf warranted to refufe,
. though confcious that they are in many re= -
{pects unfic for the public eye. -
o | B As they were written at different times,
SR R andonly for the infpection of a private friend;
{ s v ‘1
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iv ADVERTISEMENT.

want of conneétion, as well as correctnefs,
will appear in every part. Thefe he would

have enideavoured to reform, had it been in

hi.s power ; but, ill health having difabled
him, he can only fubmit ‘them in their --pre:..

fent rough ftate to the candour of the reader,

and entreat him to attend to the matter which

they contain, without regarding the manner

in which it is delivered.

t

- of the fuccefs of fuch houfes, . However,

i

THOUGHTS, &

g H AT there is a very great increafe
in the poors-rate of late years, 1is a
f2& too notorious to be denied. It is be-
come an almoft intolerable burthen on the
farmer; and it is high time to think of
fome effeCtual remedy to put a ftop to an -
increafing evil, which has been forefeen and
complained of thefe hundred years.

In the reign of King Charles the Second, |
Sir Jofiah Child thought general work-houfes
might anfwer the end, under proper regula-
tions, which he then pointed out: feveral
were at that time attempted; but, he ac-
knowledges, none fucceeded, ‘except that at
Dorchefter. About twenty years after, in the
year 1700, Mr. Cary publifhed his {cheme,
a good deal on the plan of Sir Jofiah's, and
gives Briftol as an inftance of the probability

rQ
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_no great dep’endénce could be had on this

example becaufe he publithed within four

“years after its erettion, a term too thort to
form a proper judgement. This {fcheme con=

tinued encreafing in favour with the publick
for fome years, till, in the year 1723, the
legiflature thought proper to give their fanc-
tion to it, by pafling an A& to empower
Parithes to eret work-houfes fingly, or in
conjunction with others, as was found moft
convenient. Many feemingly forcible argu-
ments were ufed in their favour, as a likely
ineans of providing well for the poor,”and,
at ‘the ‘fame time, leflening the charge of
Parithes. It was urged, that, by bringing the

poor into one houfe, ‘and to one or two firesy
“according to their numbers, much might be

faved in houfe-rent and firing ; and that, by
keeping the poor employed in fome fort of
in-door work, under proper regulations and
a fit mafter, the profit of the labour of thefe
poof people would turn to good -account.
"This way of reafoning was fo plaufible, that

“many ‘parithes ‘in this county came ‘into thé
“fcheme. They have been tried long enough to

‘enable us to judge how they have anfwered 3

‘and 1-doubt, on the whole, few patithes will
‘be found, where the rates have been leflened
by them: -on the contrary, they have i ge=
meral continued increafing -as much, at leafly
“asin the neighbouring parithes ‘without them.
“The - greater increafe of the -poors- rates “n

the .

T
hheY

L7 1
the parith of A——, beyond its neighbour
parith of G—— C——, 1s a confirmation of
what is here advanced ; for it appears, that
the former, where there has been a work-
houfe thefe five and forty years, ‘has ex-
ceeded the latter, which never had any, in
the increafe of their rates, by three pence far-
thing in the pound, on an exaét calculation
of the fefles in both parithes for eight years
before the work-houfe was in being, com=-
pared with what has been raifed in each parith
during the laft eight years, ended at Eafter

The work-houfe in the parith of W—
was crected 27 years ago; and it appears
from the parifh books of the- Overfeers
accounts, that, in the 27 years immediately
preceding it’s eretion, the {effes at an average
did not come to thirteen pence half penwy
in the pound one year with another, and that-
the monies raifed in thofe years amounted -
only to the fum of 216l. a year; and that,
for the fame fpace of time fince the work- -
“houfe has been eftablithed, the fefles have
‘been at above eighteen pence half-penny in
. the pound; and the monies raifed in thefe laft
27 years have amounted to the fum of 3201,
a year, that is, an increafe of 104l 2a ‘year,
almoft one half more than they ufually came
 to before there was a work-houfe, It Is to
- be feared, the cafe is nearly the fame in moft

R 61 Ry e A Catithes
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have: come 1nto them.

" Their want of fuccefs feems to proceed from:
two or three caufes; the difficulty of getting

a proper mafter ; the inattention of the guar-
dians; and the {mall profits arifing from the
labgur of the poor people in the Houfe. As
to the firft, experience has thewn, it is a very
difficult matter to find a fober, induftrious,

- frugal, and honeft man, to undertake {uch a

charge; but this is not all, he muft be a man
of fome fpirit too, and capable of governing,
and keeping the people under him in proper

order, as well as of employing them in fome

fort of work. The guardians of the parifh of
W— are twelve of the principal farmers,
chofe in annually by the veftry, and are to

“attend the work-houfe by two and two at a
time for a month, fo that they are each of

them to overlook the houfe two months in a
year. One would think this to be no great

“talk; and yet, T am forry to fay, it is but

poorly executed: and why fhould we wonder

" at it, when we may obferve, how few gentle-
" men in the commiffion of the peace, or in other
 commiffions, will attend bufinefs, where thg
+ public good only is concerned. T he labour
- of the poor can never be much; it arifes only

from thofe in the Houfe, which is generally
~ filled with decrepit old men and women,
- wenches with child, or a young one at the

breait,

,pari{hes throughout the county, Wher'c*they '

breaft, and mete children able to do vety lit-
tle; for as {foon as they ave fit for work, they
cither are, or ought to be, put out to fervice, .
{o that the labour of fuch people cannot avail.
much; and indeed, in the beft-regulated.
houfes, it feldom amounts to more than 20 s.
2 head in the year, exclufive of the neceflary
Work of the houfe, which is not to be
brought to account. From what is here faid:
of the fmall profit arifing from their laboury
I would not be underftood to infinuate that it
is not ﬂvorth minding ; for it is certainly of
great confequence to keep all in {fuch Houfes
in conftant employ, even though money thould
be loft by it, for if they are not bufied on fome-

 thing, they will be apt to runinto mifchief. It

is mentioned only as a caution to gentlemerny
not to lay too much firefs on fuch profits in,
any future undertaking. .

bome gen‘tlemen are of opinion, that the
inconvenience of not having able mafters may. -
be, in a great mealure, obviated by applying

o parliament for power to erect larger work-

houfes through the whole county, cither one
for each divifion of Juftices, or one for each
Hundred ; or by uniting a certain number of
parifhes, more or lefs, aceording to the fize;
with refpect only to the convenience of fitua<

tion, without any regard either to the com-.

* mon divifion of the Juftices, or the Hundreds,

B becaufe
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- becaufe by this means the falary may be in- |

creafed, which might induce proper perfons to

offer to undertake the management of fuch

houfes. Poubtlefs a larger falary will be
fome inducement; but it is to be queftioned
whether it will be fufficient. The many bad
mafters and miftrefles in the work-houfe at

Canterbury, an infitution of the fame fort
with thofe now talked of, whete thirteen
~ whole parifhes, and a part of a fourteenth,
are united uvnder a certain number of guar-
dians, and a mafter, miftrefs, and other officers,
- with proper falaries, ‘and where the number
- of poor commonly run at about 200, thew

‘the difficulty of procuring good ones; and
‘indeed it is fo difagreeable am office to be
-forced to live among fuch numbers of the
Joweft of the people, who are moft of them
a difcontented {et of mortals, and never to be
plealed, that few people, capable of getting
their livelihood by any other means, would
‘be willing to undertake it; and fueh as can-
“not live by other means, will be feldom.
found qualified. ‘The conftant clamour and.
noife of the poor people in the houfe, and the
complaints of the occupiers without doors,,
render it fo difagreeable anoffice, that it always
has been, and, it is to be feared, ever muft re-
main an obftru&tion to the finding well-qua-
lified perfons to undertake the charge, even
with a good falary annexed, -
- - S The

o]

~ The appointing'of proper guardians is .a.nc..
ther confiderftion. If tradefmen are appoint-

ed, experience tells us, ‘th_‘cy will be Fookapg
to favour their own advan‘tag.e,‘r and make a
job of it. The farmers are liable to become
~very negligent. The gentlemen are the pro-

pereft for this office; and how many r‘of t‘h'er‘n_..
are to be found, that refide the major part of
the year in the country? and how few of tbgﬁ;
will apply to public ‘bufinefs, d}qm.]g:t}}g. f‘fm@;
ter part | It will be well if one 1n a diitrici
is to be found, and perhaps this o’ne--wxll_not_
care to attend much in that cold. {eafon.
Without the conftant attendante of the guar-
dians, no houfe can be 4ex}pe&:ed to fglcc?g_gl
well: this therefore is a point, that requires
due confideration.

" There is another thing, that greatly merits -

the attention of gentlemen: if general work-
houfes are {et up, the majority of parifhioners,
who contribute to the charge, will be entirely
deprived of the advantage of aving any part
of it laid out among them. l.am‘icﬁﬁl&)le, it
will be faid, this makes no difference in re-
gard to the whole county, and therefore need
not be attended to. I cannot help being of a

contrary opinion. The parithes, where thefe .

feveral work-houfes are erc&ted, will bci ;hfe
fonly» gaix}’e:s; the o%lc;s, that pay equa 'f:s;
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fes, as much hurt. The parith of W—, for
ten years paft, has raifed the yearly fum of
320l. at an average, above 300l. of which
has been conftantly expended in the parifh.
Such a yearly fum carried out of fo {mall a
place will be feverely felt by the little thop-

keepers in particular, who generally get more

by the profits of what they furnith to the -
“work-houfe than their fefles come to; nei-
“ther are the farmers without their advantage

too, in‘ﬁlpplying the houfe with corn, perk,
cheefe, and fire-wood; and this, as it 1s a

good‘dcal by rotation on account of the fre-

quent change of officers and guardians, 1s at
times an advantage to all; from whence it

follows, that though the county in general
‘may not be impoverifhed, yet many indivi-
‘duals will, who will have juft room for com--

plaint, when they find they reap not the leaft
advantage from any part of the manies raifed
by them, which, as the cafe . now - {tands,

‘they pay with one hand, and receive a past
'b.a_ck with the other, and the whole is ftill
~circulating among them ; neither is it quite
iglear, that all the money raifed will circulate
‘in the county at large, for it is more than
‘probable, that the guardians will find their

advantage in dealing dire&ly with tradefmen

- in London for many articles, fuch as hemp,
.?he?fey grocery goods, coarfe cloths for
“cloathing, &c. which will take off a great

- dealy.

|
|
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deal, and deprive the county at large of a
confiderable return, - d

- Another argument, ufed in {upport _o_f ;h~is
opinion, is the prev’ex_ltion"of_-many_f_ux,ts_l?ef
¢ween parith and parith, which; it-1s faid,
‘are now perpetually carrying on at a great
expence; for, if diftri€t work-houfes are fet

up, it will be very immaterial to what parifh

within each diftri¢t the paupers belong. - It
will undoubtedly prevent fome fuits ; but, if
we look back into the books of Reports, I
dare be bold to fay, thofe that bave been car=-
ried into Weftminfter Hall, fall far {hgrt of
500 for thefe 100 years paft: and what is that
flumber compared to the whole kingdom,
‘which confifts of above 8000 parifhes, befides
the many hamlets and vills in the northern

‘and weftern counties, which, in refpect to the

_poor, are as {fo many {eparate and diftinée

parifhes? Indeed there are many appeals to

the quarter feffions, of which no notice 15,

~taken in the Report books. The_fearhe Carried
on at a trifling expence in regard to the others s

and even thefe are fo few, in comparifon to

the number of parifhes in each jurifdi&iog,
that we can hardly allot one to 2 parifh at an
average in twenty years, and the expence not

fo amount to a farthing in the pound in each -

year; a confideration of no account !

~ Nothing

SRR
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. Nothing can be got by fuch an a&, except
?compulfory’claufe to oblige parithes to come
into fuch an allotment; for, as the law how
ftands, by‘_ 9 Geo. I, any number of parifhes,
that are difpofed to do it, may join, with the

confent and approbation of the juftices of the
divifion, and ere® a common work-houfe.

It is an unfavourable prefumption, that, as far

as I am able to learn, but one fuch ag ‘
work-houfe has been attempted ’toé%)gereeg{’?s
blithed 1n this county fince the firft paffing
of the a&, and even that lafted only a ver%
few years. What was the true occafion of
its being diflolved I am not well informed:
but, hadit been manifeftly for the benefit and
advantage of the parithes concerned, it is
difficult to fuppofe pique or prejudice could
run fo high, as to occafion the abolition of
an inftitution fo much to the advantage of
all that paid fefles to it as it has been repre-
fented to be by fome gentlemen, who {eem

too fond of thefe general work-houfes, of

which nobody can well tell the fuccefs till -

- {fome longer trial has been made. It is fai
1 ‘ . It 1s faid,
;_ndeed, they have. fucceeded in Norfolk alnd
Buffolk : fome pains have been taken to en-

quire into the ftate of them there; feveral
appear- to have dane-well ;- others, it is faid,
have not; a further enquiry into their true
ﬂgteﬂ -f,l;lpuld‘bc made, wherein it would be

neceflary

[o1s 1
neceffary to enquire into the particular fefles
paid by every parith within each diftri&t for
as many years, before thefe houfes of induftry
were eftablithed, as have paffed fince;; with &
yearly account of what has been raifed in the
{everal parithes for the ufe of the houfe. The
rules and orders they have framed. are gene-
rally well calculated for the purpofe, and are.
nearly the fame in all the houfes. The
poor are provided for in the houfe, under the
care of a governor and matron, as.they-call
the mafter and miftrefs, fubjec to-the infpec-
tion of the directors and aé’cing'-guardians in.
weekly, and of the dire@ors and guardiaris-..
at largein quarterly or fpecial, meetings. ‘The’
poor 1in gencr’al_livewell;;_’ but there is great
danger of incurring an.unneceflary expence,

" either from the difhoneﬁy-» of the mafter. ot

niftrefs, or from the ina@ivity and want of
vigilanee in the. guardians ;. and large com-
munities in general are moft {fubjet to fraud

and mifmanag@ment,_-Which are not fo {foon
difcovered in the larger as in the fmaller ones.

And indeed it is found in Suffolk, that gen-
tlemen grow tired of a conftant attendance,
and. drop off apace ; fo that the management
begins already to devolve upon the farmers,
of whom the guardians chiefly confift, wha

are obferved there to, make jobs of their cons
tralts ; neither are the parochialwcl'ergy,_,wha
by the A& are ftanding guardians, and may

7
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be direQors, fufficient to ftem the tide ; they

have not weight enough to over-balance the

farmers: and if this appears, as it certainly
does, {o foon after their ere&tion, what are

we to expet twenty years hence, which is

the fhorteft period, in which the moft fan-

guine advocate for thefe houfes hope to be

able- to make the leaft abatement in the"
Crates? o

The work-houfe at Cantei‘bﬁ'ry' was not
ereted on this law of ‘9 Geo. I, but by vir~
tue of a particular act pafled about forty-two

years ago. And what has been the fuccefs ?

‘They "contrated a large debt at firft, which

increafed to 2200l ; and there is a debt
of gool. {ftill remaining, notwithftandin

there is above 2001, a year in landed eftate
belonging to it, given originally to the city
for the ufe of the poor, at the inftance of
Abp.  Parker, by Queen Elizabeth, being
the {cite and eftate of the then late diffolved

bofpital of poor priefts, an income no diftri&t.

work-houfe can hope to enjoy; though, to
the credit of the prefent guardians be it {poken,
they have, by prudent management, paid off
100l. a year for ten years paft, reduced their

’f fefles to three fhillings in the pound, and are
- In'hopes of bringing them down to half a

crown next year.

An

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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An a'ltérat;ioiji_‘ojf ﬂie, ,laWS 1n being; fuch as
this of diftri& work-houfes, ought to be well

weighed before it is carried into execution.
There ought to be a clear convi¢tion, that-

the laws mow in force, if put in execution, are

not fufficient for the purpofes intended in.
ena&ing them, and that there 1s the g_rea’t?eﬁ:‘
probability, the methods propofed are fuch,

as will certainly anfwer the defign. I fay

ﬂ;g ]gfws now m jorce,gp Puf. n. €-?¢'6’CZ”£0?Z;,

becaufé it appears that feveral of the moft
likely to have proved the moft efficacious

~h'avc never been at-'xall, regarded ;- or, if. they.
have in fome very few places, went {oon intoa

total difufe. A few examples will be fufficient
to illuftrate this point. - "

" By the 3dW c 11 it was ordered, that
in every parifh the names of all who receive
colle@tions be regiftered in a book kept for

‘that purpofe, with the day and year when they
ewere firft admitted 1o have relief, and the occa-

Jfion which firfi brought them under that neceffity s
: ‘ v as oi¥en &
and yearly in Eafler week, or as often as fhall be
thought convenient, the parifbioners fhall meet in
the vefiry, or other ufual place of meeting in the
parifb, before whom the book fhall be produced;
and all perfons receiving collections to be called
overs. and the reafons of their taking relief ex-

amined, and a new liff made and entered.

In 8 and g W. c. 3o. a further regulation
' S C Was

o
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was made, in order to deter people from re-
Tief _bg-fqre fome abfolute neceflity forced
them to it, by ordering all others that were

put on weekly collection to wear a badge on’

their right fhoulder.: The 43d of Eliz. c. 2.
directed every parith to have a convenient flock
of flax, bemp, wool, thread, iron, and other ware
and fuff, to [t ‘the poor on work: This was

further encouraged by 3 Car. I. ¢.'4. which-

gives the majority of the parifh officers, with
the confent of two juftices, full power o
Jeét up -and ufé any trade, myflery, or dc'cupaz‘}fcizz,"
only for the feiting on work and better  relief
of the poor.  1do not find the firft of thefe
A&s has been hardly any where firi&ly ob-

ferved, or a feparate book kept for the pur- |

pofe of ‘n,oting down the time of the admif~'
fion of the paupers, and thie reafons for their
tak}ng.rehcf, or any new lifts made of them
beforehand. Indeed, at the end of the year

in Bafter Week or {oon after, when ‘th;’
overfeers make up their accounts, the names
of thofe to whom they have paid relief in
the paft year are entered in: the accounts,

and read over with the other articlés of ex+

pences; put no lift for the year then next
coming 1s made, nor any care taken who
fhall remain, or who fhall be ftruck off: this
is the moft ufual pradice, and no reafon
why thefe paupers are on the lift is ever fet
down or thought of, The fecond a&t, which

[el

2 . orders

R f o1 -
orders the badge, has been “almoft as much
difregarded; though enacted with good con-
' fideration. It would, if ‘duly executed, be a
likely means to flir up the poor to induftry,
and {pur them on to care and {obriety, the
want of which is a main caufe of the increafe.
of the poors rates.  1do not find it ever was
carried into a continued execution in any one
parifh: now and then a vigilant ymagv‘iﬁr‘“ate
may have attempted to reftore it;- but from
the very beginning the poor endeavoured to
elude 1t (a fhrewd fign it would take the

defired effe, if put again in-pratice) ; for T

have feen an order of vellry made, within
two years after the all was pafled, to enforce
it, by ordering the overfeers not’ to pay that
week’s allowance to the pauper, in which he
was feen in the ftreet or ‘highway without
his badge on, and to ftop it fhill fuch time as
the badge was again put on, and regularly
worn.

. Itis certain thefe feveral A&s are now al-
‘moft quite difregarded, though all of them

- have not been always equally fo. That of
43 Eliz. was certainly carried into execution
for'many years after it was firft enacted, as
may be reafonably concluded from the fur-
ther power given to the parifth officers, by
-3 Car. L of exercifing any trade they have
~ pot been apprentices to, for the benefit of
C2 keeping

3
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keeping the poor in conftant employment; a
plain indication that the legiflature wifely

found - bufinefs of fome fort the {ureft means

of keeping them from being fo chargeable as
they would otherwife be. It is not unlikely
but the troublefome times, which fo foon
followed this fecond a&, were the only caufe
why this law went into difufe. =~

A houfe or room for work, with a proper
ftock, and implements to fet the poor at work
“when they cannot be employed without doors,
which in_{evere and long frofts is commonly
the cafe, ought by all means to be reftored
every where. Thefe times are generally dear
too, and will frequently oblige many of the
poor to apply for relief, who would never

think of it if they were fure of being fet to

work on their firft application ; and, when
once they are put upon the lift, they are
often continued there till by their. age they

become proper obje&s; whereas, if a new lift
‘. P ; )

was made every year, with the time and rea-
~fon of the admiffion, and that lift read over
at leaft twice in the year in a veftry called

for that purpofe, the reafon for their admif~
flohr in {uch hard times would appear ma-.

~ nifeftly upon the face of it; and if that was
“the only caufe, they would of courfe be ftruck

off ' when the reafon ceafed ; and not only in
~that, but in any other cafe where it was ap-
L parent

~fhews they "do not.

[ 21 ]
parent to the veftry that there was no fur-

If thefe few a&s were duly inforced, it is
to be expected that a {pirit of induftry might
{oon be inftilled into the minds of the laboyr-.
ing part of the people, which is the main
thing wanted, fuch as there-u :
the memory of man. It would of courfe in-
troduce a faving frugal way of lving among

them, and a (hame toapply for relicf till ne-

‘It would be unjuft to fuppofe work-houfes
to be the fole caufe of the increafe of fefles;
1t is a {ufficient objection, tha_t they dq not
lighten the burthen, which daily experience
The evil is to be at-
tributed to many other caufes, fuch as an

improvidence in the poor at one feafon to lay

up flore againft the neceffities of another, in
cafe of ficknefs, want of work, or other ung-
voidable accidents; a luxurious way of life,
in comparifon “;O what they were formedY
ufed to, and, above all, an increafe of wages,
which js indeed the fource of many other
mifchiefs;; for it is obfervable, that where

 the higheft wages are given, therethey do the

leaft work ; and in places where men can earn
half a crown or three fhillings a day, they
fcldom work above three or four days in a
o o o “week,

here ufed to be within -

i
iy
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week, prnd ‘the reft of their ilibxléy at the

ale-houfe, and leave their families to ftarve at

~ One thing, however, it might be worth
while to apply to parliament for; and that is,
for a proper power in the juftices to appoint
an infpeftor, or middle man between them
and the overfeers, to overlook a certain num-
ber of parithes, with a convenient falary; to
examine what perfons are upon the lifts, and
the reafons of their admiffion, with power to
Atrike off thofe they think improper objeéts,
‘and to admit fuch as appear to have been un-
juftly refufed by the veftry and officers; to

\“.{éc that all fuch regularly wear the badge ;

‘to have a particular eye to fuch boys and
oirls as are not put out to trades or {ervice at
“proper ages, or do not keep to fervice after-
wards; or to fuch fingle men or women as
lay upon their own hauds before they have
been married, unlefs rendered unfit for {er-
vice by old age or other infirmities, from
~whence many of our prefent mifchiefs relating
~ to the poor undoubtedly flow ; to{ee that all

the poors laws are duly executed; and tocalla

veftry in each parifh within their diftricts once
. eyery quarter, or oftener if need requires; and
“to make a report thereof to the juftices of the
~_ divifion, at a fpecial feflion to be held quar=
~ terly for that purpofe, And if there is a worke

" ” - . houte

- {uppofe

[ 5
noufe within any of their diftricts, to have 2 _
further power to infpect the management of
the houfe, to reprimand and inflict f0m¢ ﬂ;ght
PUﬂiﬁ]fﬂCﬂt on tHe Paupers, ‘and _C’Vt’n"op.thc\
ihafter or miftrefs, in cafe of mifbehaviours;

and, if occafion be, to order the officers and

veftry to: remove

them, and to chufe others -

‘n their foom ; as well as to take ('Eéré;fc}.xatlf ’
no improper perfon is admitted into it ; with

~ an appeal, in all thefe cafes, cither for the in-

fpeCtors, overfeers,’ parithioners, or pauper,

to the next fpecial feflions

ment for a certain number of years: let us
{even, for it would be wrong |
to make it perpetual, becaufe nothing but the

experience of the thing can certainly fhew its

vality. Such a term 13 fufficient to judge

~ whether it will be woith while to continue

it; and it will be always found eafier to get
another ac& to render it perpetual, than, if 1t
was made fo at firft, to procure its repeal, 1n
cafe it thould turn out a burthen only with-
out any ufe. ,

- and from thence, "
“if need be, to the quarter feﬁions. - Such an
officer might be very ufeful, and worth an,
application to parliament, to try the experi-

at firft

This {cheme would not alter the laws in

any refpect; on the contrary, it would be the
means of inforcing them, and therefore feems
well worth the trial, much preferable to thaE

or
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Of general work-houfes, and will coft a trifle 5

for.the expence of a proper falary to an in-

{pedtor cannot be great, when-divided between -
‘a-number of parifhes, and will ceafe with the
office 1f it does not fucceed; whereas the
‘building of houfes muift be attended with a

very great expence at firft; and, thould the
proje&t fail in its fuccefs, it will remain a
~-heavy load on every parith by the: debt con-
“tralted for that purpofe, if it fhould be

-thought proper to borrow the money; or, if

it is-raifed at once, will be an intolerable

butthen on-the prefent occupiers,.and occafion -

a deal of clamour. If then an application to
parliament is judged neceflury, let it be for ap-

pointing. an infpector, with fufficient powers,-

during a certain term of years, only by way
of experiment; fhould it anfwer the intent,
it may be {foon made perpetual.

[ 25 1 o
‘ SINC E :'t.he ffyoregoiﬁ,g ‘obfervations were

drawn up, fome gentlemen, who have f{een
t]:llem, -axfd ‘approve of the infpettorthip of
the poor, and poor laws, therein propofed,

. an office that may be attended with

many advantages both to the paupers them-
felves. ‘and to thole that pay for their {fup-
port, have thought, that the fame perfons,
who fuperintend the__overfeers and - veftries,
might alfo overlook - the fur\(cyorsof the
highways, and the amendment of the roads
within their refpetive diftricts,. which fe¢m
to want as much regulation as the (.)the»r.
The two officers may be very conveniently
and properly united in the fame perfon, -as
the due infpection of* the overfeers and poor

will réquire the ﬁ'equent attendance - of the

infpector in each parith; and he may: with
little more trouble vifit the roads, examine
the ftate of them, and make his report of

~both together.

By the late general Road A& of 7 G. IIL
the Juftices, at their Special feffions, by writing

under their hands and feals, may order and ap~

point thofe roads which do moft want repairs
within their jurifdiction, to- be firft amended,
ond at what time, and in what manner, the
Jame [hall be performed; according 10 ~awhich
erder (if fuch there be) all and ﬂzzgular'z;be
| D refpeltive
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refpective firveyors of the faid bighways dre
Bereby required to proceed within their refpec-
tive liberties. 'This A& undoubtedly gives
the juftices full power to order the amend-

ment of the roads in every parith within

their divifion; and many good effeéts have
arifen from it, in roads frequented by the
feveral juftices, as far as they travel: but
yet all others remain in as bad a flate as
ever; and thofe that are improved are not
fo much fo as they might have been, had
the comrhon parifh furveyors been more
fkilled in the proper ordering of repairs.
‘The fhort experience we have had, finee
the compofition has been fettled by this a&
at {o- low a rate, has manifefted how much
more can be done by hiring carriages and
labourers to do the work, than by leaving
it to the farmers to do it themfielves, as
by the old law; and this too at a much
eafier rate to the occupier, whether farmer
or cottager- But ftill there is fomething
wanting : the power of the juftices, as the
law now direéts, is- very fufficient; due in<
formation only is what they ftand in need
of, for they do not fee half the roads i
- the parithes they frequent moft, and there
are numbers where they ‘

change every year,. arc entirely ignorant of
- the proper methods of managing the mate-

rrals 5

| wil feldom or ever:
come ; moit alfo of the furveéyers, who

“gentlemen do not live,

[ 27 1] |
fials, or ordering them to the beft advan-
tage; and this perpetual ¢hange is a con-
ftant obflacle tg their underftanding it. The
few parifthes that haye come into chufing a
fingle man with a falary ‘are an example
of what may be done by the propofed me-

‘thod, and' point out the ufe of a general in-

{pector - of thé roads; who fhould ‘be im-
owered, not only to order which road thould

be firft mended, and the time of doing it,

but the manner alfo how it thould be laid
out, and the propef method of repairing
it, ftill fubjeét to the juffices in their {pecial
feffions, to whom they ought to give a {tate
of the feveral roads within their refpective
diftrics, and of the work dong fince their
laft report, at leaft twice in the year, and
take diretions how and when to proceed,

‘Such an office, well executed, would bid fair

to bring the roads into tolerable arder, and
prevent the neceflity of ere&ting new turn-

pikes, and all this might be done in moft

places by the compofition money only, 1f
{et at 30s. a plough-land, without any cefs,
in a very few years, There is indeed a
neceflity of fome fuch perfon ta keep the
farmers, who are now generally appointed
furveyors, to do any duty ; for it 1s well
known, very little 1s done in parifhes where
or at leaft do not
and then only in a few of the

often {ee, .
D 2 . main
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main roads there, One perfon may be v
| _ ay be ve
capable: of managing both buﬁne){,iés,' a:;}c;
therefore it is a very right ‘and  prudent
meafure to join them together in a future
application to parliament. A fmall addi-
tion to the falary, on ‘account of putting
“the mfpx_elélhon li)fﬂthe roads to that of the
poor, will make fall amends for: the addi
“tional trouble. - e gr the ad.dl“

Y

Ot 17, 1770 =

To
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ol F—— H—— Efguire. -

L - June 27,1775-
SIR, R

| A S you are pleafed to defire to know my

A\ thoughts of the report from the com-~

, mitte;,*appointed to review and confider the
feveral laws which concern the relief and {et-
‘tlement of the poor, and the laws relating to

vagrants and alfo the ftate of the feveral

“houfes of ‘Corre@ion within that part. of

Great Britain called England, 17753 1 here-

“with fend them, and wifh they may be ac-

ceptable to you.

 About five years ago, when ‘Mr., Ward
propofed his {cheme to-this county, which
was very fimilar to +hat in the report, {fome
gentiemen then defired me to draw up my

- thoughts upon it, which 1 did; and, as the
- fame reafons {eem @il to {ubfift, I herewith

{end you a copy of them. I have not yet
fecen any thing that has tended to make me

alter my opinion fince, but many to confirm

st. There are fome things in the report not

~fully touched upon 1n the little effay, which

1 mmuft beg leave to take notice of.

“The

S
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The committee feem to think the prefent

“laws are defe&ive in themfelves, and the good
purpofes intended by them 1n many refpeéts
prevented. 1 cannot readily come into that
way of thinking ; whatever defet there is, it
proceeds more from the want of ‘a due exe-

cution, than from ai)Y'OthCF"CanC. The

are now ‘generally very well underftood, a

main and material® article’ in all laws; and
where the officers in their feveral parithes do

‘their duty, and the juftices at their petty fel-
fions give duc attention to the complaints of

“the poor on the one hand, and to the officers
on the other, the poor are generally well pro-
vided for-and kept employed, -and the cefles

do not encreafe. B P
There are other-ways and -means, befides

that'of ere&ing difkri& work-houfes; confi-

ftent. with the laws in being;-to reduce the
poors rates without opprefling the poor-;- and
~of this I can give an example, that has been
put in praftice in my own parifh. . About
feven years ago it was-agreed -in veftry to
nominate a {ingle perfon, who fhould be paid
for colle&ing the rates, relieving the. poor,

‘attending the guardians at the work-houfe,

~and in fhort managing every thing that is to
be done i.tl_,zthis bufinefs, except in‘thofe few
particular cafes, where the overfeers, appointed
“by the juftices, are obliged to a&t themfelves,
AR R S here
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There was a perfon chofen, ‘who has conti-
nued to a& ever fince. When he undertook
the charge, the parifh was very confiderably:
in debt, and the cefles amounted to two fhil-
lings and fix-pence in the pound for the year.

The firft half-yéar he bhad a fifteen-penny

{efs, the next half-year he funk it to a thillingy
and he is now got to two nine-penny  cetles,
where it is like to continue, unlefs by any
unforefeen: accident a great charge is unex-

pectedly brought upon the parith. - He paid
off the debt long ago, and has fince advanced

almoft 100l. to buy in a charity that Hfrood

st on the life of a perfon, and this.too at &
time when the neceflaries ‘of life have been

growing dearer and dearer every year: His
only method 1s, to get a true infight into the
cenl ftate of every poor family in the parifh,
by which means he is enabled to judge of

their neceflary wants, and to. make an al=

lowance - accordingly, fo that. no .one can

~complain of the leaft oppreflion; and 1t is
yery obfetvable, thats during the fpace of

feven years, there has not been ‘one regtlar

- complaint from ‘a pauper lodged againft him.
before the juftices for want of a proper al-
Jowanee. ‘This 1§ fufficient to prove the good

effe@ that may enfue from. tryng -a fingle
man with a falary, which might be done

fora few years, without altering the prefent
- Jaws, and; if it did not fucceed, might be laid

e , aﬁde.

e
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afide. The prefent method is 'Iiabletd 0be

jetion from the frequent change of officers,

for fhey are out of office before they are  ac-
quainted with the duties of it.

The only fuggéﬁion in the repcft, to ﬁipa
port the eretion of the large diftri¢t work- -

houfes, containing the poor of feveral parifhes
according to their extent and number of poor
inhabitants, is the putting a ftop to litigations
concerning fettlements, which, it is faid, con-
fumes a confiderable part of the money raifed
for the relief of the poor. I with the gen-
tlemen of the committee would give them-
{elves the trouble to examine into it, each
one_in his own neighbourhood ; it’is humbly
prefumed, they would find this article, which

dounds great upon paper, and may fometimes

fall heavy upon here and there a particular

parifh, is a trifle in the whole, and will not -

amount to near a half-penny in the pound
throughout a whole county.: Some people,
who conftantly attend the quarter feffions,
and by that means are acquainted with the

‘appeals that come there, and go from thence

to the King’s Bench, obferve they do not

~amount to half that very {mall fum in a

year ; an_d that, fince the publication of Burn’s
Juflice, Burrow’s Cafes, and fome other law

decifions relative to the poor, it is remarked,

they grow and lefs and lefs every day. To
-6 - apply

_confiderable charge fome other way., ... .,

v e "
- ¥ £
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apply for a remedy to remove an. evil, vifibly

encreafing very faft of itfelf, .appears to be 2

needlefs precaution, efpecially if it is confidered.

that the very. remedy itfelf may introduce
more charge and greater:, inconveniencies

than now arife from the grievance complained
of. It is faid, the late lord Hardwicke put

a ftop to the general regifter bill in, the

‘Houfe of Lords, by obferviig, that he never

knew 2000 1. a year loft, for want of a general
regifter, in any one.year during the courfe of

his very long pradice, and that he thought
'30,000l. a year, which he computed thecharge

of regiftering would come to, was too heavy
a tax on the fubjet in-geperal,. to fave fo
{mall an annual fum, though it might {omg-
times fall heavy on a few individuals. It js
well if the method propofed, to prevetit this
very {mall dying burthen. of litigations about
parith fettlements, does not introduce a :moye

*

Ttis to be hoped, fhould thefe refolutions

pafs inte a law, that they may anfwer the
. defired purpofg. The-attempt, however, muft
be allowed at leaft hazardous, and ought:to
“be confidered jn all lights before.it is carried
~into execution. The expence of the bujld-
. ing, furniture, and laying in a proper. fiock
- of materials for carrying on {ome, fort of ma-
nufature, will be a certain one, and muft

E be
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be immediately raifed 5 to what émou,nt, it is

not eafy to afcertain: be it what it will, it

will be a mortgage of {o much on each fepa:

fate eftate. ‘Should any of the houfes fail of
fuccefs, - through mifmanagement or’ other
‘unforefeen  accident, the - eftates in fuch dif.

trits would remain lable either to an excef-

~five chargc in raifing money to pay it off, ot
to the payment of a perpetual annuity to-

wards the difcharge of intereft of the princi-

~pal fum borrowed for the firft eftablifhment

of the feveral houfes, and be perhaps loaded

‘with an additional increafe of the poors rates
- into the bargain. - For, whether the landlord
Or occupier pays it in the firft inftance, it
- will fall wkimately on the land ;> which fhews
what caution ought to be ufed, before fo
chargeable a fcheme is paffed into a law.

There s no oceafion to take notice how

“thefe’ houfes of induftry are propofed to be

governed or managed ; 100l a year in Eng-
land, and 60l. in Wales, may be a proper

- Qualification_for a governor, and half thofe
fums for a guardian, 'though, I hear, it is
mtended to double them. One thing is to

be obferved, that, if the county of Rutland is

et higher than the Welfh counties, and it
18 lefs in circumference and contains fewer

inhabitants than many of them, it may be

- very difficult to find governors fufficient to

-~ {upervife

- [ 35 ] N
fupervile even one houfe, which may be fuf-
ficient for that county, as it’ confifts only of
forty-five parithes; for they are often fo dif>
treft for theriffs there, that they are frequently

- .

obliged to nominate perfons 6f no more than
401 a year to that ‘pfﬁfg:'e’. UL R

~The regulations in gerieral feém to be fuch

as might anfwer the propofed intent, if the
fcheme itfelf was good, provided the goverz
nors and guardians would attend their ‘duty
as they ought, which is a thing very much
to be doubted: while it is new, they will be
fond of it; when it begins to grow a little
familiar, and the bufinefs .to be ‘carried on
with a feeming regularity, gentlemen will.
be apt to negle&, and to fancy there is no-
thing worth their attendance to do, which

~ will foon open a door to all forts of frauds
and iniquities. ‘This is too plainly forefeen

by their attendance on other coinmiffiops,
fuch as that of the peace, the fewers, turii-

pikes, &c. How many meetings of éach fort
are obliged to be adjourned, becaufe a fuf-

ficient number of commiflioners do not attend .
to conftitute a bench! AR i

1 muft not pafs over one regulation with<
out a ftriGture, and’ that 1s, the removal of
the impotent and old to thefe houfes. It

feems to carry with it a fpecies of great hard-
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fhip, and in fome degree a mark of flavery

which in this age of Tiberty is pretty remark-
able’idldnnotappem, in other _thihgs; that
ihofe who cry out the moft for it are, many
of them, fuch ‘as carry it with a high hand
to thofe below them. It cannot be better
illuftrated than by ‘two examples that hap-
pened in my parifh within thefe ten years;

the ‘one is, a farmer, that rented between

401 01501 a year, which his father rented
Defore him, and wherein he was born, an in-

duftrious fober man, fell under misfortunes,

‘and was ruined folely by his wife’s lofing
her {enfes, which reduced kim {o low, that

| ‘he was’ obhged to p;_,_itf"_ofr"hi,‘svaﬁnéfs, and

gp.:‘ir};tq;_the‘,de_rk”-'h;bu@f "Here he was re-
ceived, ‘and éntertained with all the tender-
!Jfl_e,fsf__,'!'lrh;iginable__’;_ he had every iﬁdu@énée
,_y:aéhe'v houfe could af_f'o‘fd,".and what was ftill
l_I}Olf:C:, ‘his brother farmers, who were guar-
dians, would give him a,_‘littllef'po,'ckét‘-n?dnef[
as they came to and fro to their, meétlin’gs,
and would always fpeak kindly to him, 1
that his life was made . as comfortable ‘as his
{fituation could pollibly “admit. The other
was alfo’ a farmer of about 25 1. a year; he
lived to a very great age, was confiderably
turned of yo when he came into the houle,

‘and lived till he wis above 100, This poor
old man alfo’found 'many ‘conveniences and
comforts, by bsing placed in the middle of

© his

A

‘men whatfoever.

light, and cannot eafily be perfuade

L7 1
his neighbours and acquaintance. Had houfes
of indufiry been then '»e’ﬁab(l‘i_{hed, and had
they been removed ten or fifteen miles off to

one of thefe houfes, remote from their friends,

relations, and even their common acquain-
tance, what indulgence could they have ex-,
p_é&c'd' among a parcel of ftrangers? and
how uncomfortable muft their latter end
have been! “This rank of people are’ as fuf-
ceptible of friendfhip and* {ociety, and per-
haps more {o, than thofe of higher life; and
are certainly much more wedded to.their
native foil, or to a place where they have
long lived, and to the particular'zilitimacicgz
they have contracted, than any other fet of
‘Such examples will  fre-
quently occur; and what has been faid of
farmers, will hold good of “the very loweft
clafs ‘of labourers. What an hardthip will
it be to remove either farmers fallen into de-
‘cay, not by their own wilful fault or neglect,
‘but by fome unavoidable accident, or. labour~ -
ers, who have ‘ever been induftrious .and -
careful, and perhaps have bred up a nun erous
progeny of ufeful fubjes, and grown old,
and impotent, by- the fweat of their brow,
cven before the ordinary time allotted to
man’; 1 fay, what a hardfhip will it be to
“fend fuch people into a fort of banifhment !
“for they will be apt to look upon it in that
’ d to think
=




b philofophically 25 to adeie chor |
place is their oviy;{co'um?y;adm‘? th'{lt every

- It is much to be feared, the fcheme irale
will not anfwer, for it is very d‘O{?Ef;;]f\;t{lé .
ther a number together can be képt( fo 'ché'e )
as .,th‘e ~poor generally are when they | 'rd'P
vide for themfelves feparately. I}é'le%q;
‘1e,é}rn that, in any of the houfes of nduﬁm
a.l_:_rﬁad}{ ;e[’cabhﬂ‘lcd, the poor are ké};t for lfy
l;p_tle’gs 51 a year per head, 'me’at,‘&‘ri;jko
v_.};gﬂ;mg, ‘lodgtng, firing, and other“incjd;eﬁféi
1c arges, ,m_clu‘.dsd, Now, if gentlemen would
»( oni 11.1to:_th.ei‘r‘ own neighbourkood they
would find ‘many families, confifting of A

,g;ag;,‘_h1s:.\v1fe, ‘and four children. ‘tht;t?' li .
happily and comfortably on “the r‘x’uan”ls"ciali‘;i’;

- earnings, which in’ this couity, as high in

wages as moft counties in thé kinrdom. i
b Gy M 2

~eighteen pence a day, If we fuppofe him to

.W(()lrk_ the fix days in every week of the year
gnd t? be hlndeycd.,no one day by ﬁcknefs,
vad weather, or any other accident 'What'fo:

ever, \vhi¢h will fully compenfate, in the
courfe of a very few years, for what he 'ma'e "
get ‘e:;tra-ord’ma‘ry‘ by mbWing, hafveﬁ a%ir'
~pole-pulling, his wages will amount t,o“n'
_more than twenty-three pounds eight ﬂj{llo
lings a year; for an even (Um, let ':usgfet{ thﬁll .
at twenty-four pounds : with this ‘he mé?:}
;glns himfelf, his wife, and four childrén, in

houfe

-
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houfé rent, cloaths, firing, and all other necef-
faries of life. This would coft at leaft zol.
a year in the-beft managed houfe; he keeps
them then at twenty thillings per head cheaper
than in any of thefe houfes: and the reafon
is plain ; there is no watfle, and they content-
edly make fhift with a coarfer cheaper food
under their own roof, than they would fub-
mit to in fuch a houfe. I have named only
four children, becaufe there are many fuch
families to be found in the country, that
are maintained by the earnings of one man,
which are not fet too low, and are more than
a common ordinary labourer generally earns.
I deny not but there are fome, who burn
lime, or make bricks, or work conftantly in
the woods, that earn a great deal more: but
- thefe are extraordinary inftances ; and if we
g0 to extraordinaries, I could produce two
men, who have each of them wives, and
eight children apiece, whom they fupport
without any help from the parith. They
have both ‘of them, indeed, received from
time to time a charitable gift or two, that
belongs to the parith, and half-yearly diftri-
buted by the minifter and parifh officers, . to
fuch induftrious peor of the parith (to the
amount perhaps of 40 or 5o {hillings a year) as
have never received alms.  But extraordinary
inftances ought not to be infifted upon, or pro-

duced in fuch cafes on either fide, -

In




"+ - Inaffairs of this fort, experieice, where it
~may be had, is our beft and only fure guide.
Theory, in the common occurrences - of life,
without practice, is but of little avail: we

may reafon as’long as we pleafe, and produce

fuch argumients as may feem unanf{werable;

but prattice only can fhew us what effeGt they -

will have ; and we may generally lay'it down

as an unerring ‘rule, that like caufes will

produce like effects. The work-houfe at
‘Canterbury, which is but flightly touched
upon in the little effay .that accompanies
this, ftands forth as a {pecimen. of what may
‘be expe&ted from thefe houfes. Here a num-
“ber of parithes were incorporated 47° years
ago, and rules and orders made very fimilar

to thofe now propofed; let us examine the

_particulars, and fee how it has fared with
ch:ern, and from thence form {fome judgement
.hci)W‘the prefent {cheme is likely to anfwer.

It was originally planned, and carried into
‘execution, 'in the year 1728, by the late Mr.

~ Alderman’ Jacob, a fenfible attive man, and

~ one that had the good of his city very much

~at heart. He proceeded upon what was

thought a very rational fcheme; and it
- might have been thought fo ftill, ‘had not
“experience proved the contrary. I take what
1 fay from the plan laid before the corpo-

rations,

o only one year, .and other provifions did not
. AR
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ration. ‘There are thirteen parithes and a

half, within the liberties of the city, incorpo-
rated ‘under the a&, to which are now joined

by agreement the poor:of the precinéts of
the cathedral and thofe of the borough- of
- Staple, both extraparochial, -and which may
be re: p altogether fifteen
“populous parithes. By this fettlement, no-

be reckoned ;to make u

y E

“thing was allowed- out of ‘the houfe; but
“whenever a paupér applied for relief, he was
to be immediately taken into it. “This rule
he  made on a fuppofition it would keep
~many from applying, and by that means de-
~ creafe the expence. He examined the parifh
_ books, and found the number of poor in

all the parithes, at a medium for the.three
preceding years, amounted.to 154 perfons each
year, and that they raifed at the fame medium

14581, 6s. He eftablithed a manufaure for -
‘hop-bagging, as good a one for the place as
“could well be devifed, confidering the great

plantation of hops that furround the place,

~and that old and young, men and women,
may be employed in it. He confidered their
~diet, which he fet up at two thillings per
head a week, a high price for that time,

when wheat might be had at three fhillings
a buthel, and beef and mutton at two pence

half-penny .a pound s and .though corn the

next year was very dear, yet it continued fo

ride




~’pa1't.

" has turned out.

[ 4 ]

fife at all.  He computedl their labour to -be

- worth one thilling per head a week ; here he

failed vaftly, as 1t did not bring in a quarter
art.  In fhort, according to his computa-
tion, there ought to have been an immediate

faving of nearly one half. He propofed four

ot}’}er advantages, from which he feemed to
think great good would accrue. I.will give

~them in his own words: « 1. Although, in the
t‘?{’cxmate above, provifion 1s made for the
| 'YV‘I?OIC. number of the prefent poor, yet it is
ot likely that above three parts in four
will come into the work-houfe.. 2. That, by
adding a ‘houfe of correion to the A.W(,)rk-

houfe;; and employing it rightly, as the law

~dire&s, all-loofe, idle, and diforde
; > 1dle, rly perfons,
.v mfay b‘e duly punithed, and the fireets gleanfed
of common beggars, who are no true objedts

of charity when in health, being as - great

friends to pilfering, as they are “enemies to

mdu{‘uy - 3. The difputes: about the fettle-
migta in the city, and. charges thereupon,
will probably ceafe, when all the parties are

| united in oe common intereft, 4. The poot
«children will be trained up in a virtuous and
) induftrious way, whereby, inftead of propa-
- gating ‘parifh charges, they may in time be-

come honeft and ufeful members of the.com-

‘munity.”” - Nobody could argue againit fuch

a plan but from experience : let us fee how it
‘The poor, inftead of decrea:

6 ﬁﬂgs‘

~ready drefled,

| [ 43

fing, have sncreafed from the beginning, and .
are NOW -got to 200 in the houfe, befides what
have an allowance out of 1t. The annual ex-
cnee from 14581, encreafed by degrees to
»cool. though it is now reduced to about
2000 L. I'he houfe coft only 500l to fit up,s
and sco l: more to furnifh, and lay in a ftock
of toaterials.for carrying on their trade, and yet
the debt once amounted to more than 22001, 3
+ 36 now much reduced, but not yet entirely
paid.fofﬁ The houfe of correction has no
more effet there than in other places; and
there are as many beggars in the ftreets. The
difputes in the city’ about  fettlements may
huve in great meafure ceafed, but that is 2
very ;tiiiﬂin‘g.COnﬁderatio11. The children are
neither more virtuous, nor quite fo induftri-
ous, as thofe that are bred up out ofthe houfes
neither do they in general ‘make fo good fer-
vants, for which very {trong reafons may be
given, which are: confirmed by experience :
they fee no want, nor the folicitous care
there is in poor induftrious families, to pro-
vide their {canty allowance from day to day;
their provifions. are. all fet down before them
they hear of no difficulties to
.procure it. The work they do 1s by way of
ftint, for they. either have a task, or work {o
.many hours 3
10 further of it, nor how they are to coptri-
‘bute towards carning their next meal, They
E F 2 " are

when that is done, . they think
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are totally igiotant of every domeftic bufinefs ;

whereas in the;‘poo‘reﬁ of ‘houfes. they "are
obliged, from their earlieft infancy,: to fet

th‘_fei'.r hands _to c;-\’zerylthing, they can pofiibly
do, and never know an end to their work

till hight ealls them to their neceflary reft.

For the boys rife and go out to work with
their fathers, as foon as.they are able to do

the leaft thing; and by that means become -
handy at any country work, and inured to all

weathers ; which is the conflant ‘ruin'o'fever‘y

work-houfe boy, who, by being moré confined

in the houfe, and not fo much expofed to the

inclémencies of the air, is ‘hardly if- ever
brought to bear it well, and from thé non-
ufe of country bufinefs from his infancy, is
feldom handy er clever like thofe bred up to
it from- their infancy:: And as to the girls,

they alfo are taken in to be always- doing
fomething with.their mothers s ‘and-‘though .

the very loweft foit-do not make the beft of
fervants, they afe ftill:good drudges in farm-
houfes, and always ‘preferable to the. works
houfe. girls in the country, whatever. they

12y be in manufaGuring ‘towns, ... . o

1

I have propofed this example of the Can-

- terbury work-houfe, bécaufe it feéms to have
- all the.requifites of thefe houfes of anduftry.
A sumber of populous :parifhes are incorpo-
rated, amanufature eftablithed,: much ‘the

O O vfam@

i P
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fme rules and orders ena&ed with thofe now

intended to .be¢ made, the mayor and alder-
men, governors, the guardians chofen’ gut ,
of the {ubftantial tradefmen of the town, and
each parifh has its annual overfeers. - It has
befides two other advantages beyond any “of

the propofed diftri& work-houfes; an anpual

ftanding income of 180l. a year, Beﬁ3¢§ the
parith rates, and-that the paupers may be
conveyed to it with little or no charge, their
whole jurifdition fcarcely reaching a mile
and a half from the houfe; whereas, if the
others ever come td be eftablithed, it will be
no inconfiderable expence to tranfport them
fourteen or fifteen miles, or perhaps more.

There is another thing neceﬁ'ary_, to be
taken notice of, and that is, the inconve-
nience it will bring on the farmers and occu-
piers in all farming counties in general, and

‘particularly in this, where there 1s fo large a

plantation of hops difperfed throughout the
county. 'They make great ufe of the b'oys;
and girls, in weeding their corn, picking ﬁong‘sh,j
tying, ftripping, and picking hops, &c. Wh?n:
they are removed many miles of’f into t_he.fe
houfes, they will be totally deprived of their
help and affiftance, and by that means ‘will
be fubje to great difliculties, by depriving
them of a fufficient number of hands_to com-
‘gﬁléa’t‘: thofe {everal operations in their proper
feafons, v - < 0 . v

- Thus,

t'has
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| 'V,".’[{‘;huAs,‘ in compliance with yourhféq\’Jef’i, I‘-‘l
have thrown a few hints together, as they
occurred 5 and if they are of ufe in your fu-
tg{e'‘del;;b_er’_atio»ris‘,1 it will be a pleafureto
 SIR,

Youf rnoﬁ: 1humblé .fervan_t’, &e.

rate G AT i o T " R

Ly

INCE my former Letter was finithed,
Mr. Gilbert’s Obfervations upon the orders

and refolutions of the Houfé ‘of Commons, with

refpect to the poors vagrants, and houfes of cor-
rection, 1775, Wete put into my hands. Mr.

Gilbert is undoubtedly praife-worthy for his

_endeavours, ¢ to employ thofe, who are able

to work, to cherith and fupport the aged and
impotent, and to nurfe and educate to la-
bour and habits of induftry the. infants, who

have loft their parents, or whofe parents areun-

able or unwilling to maintain them ; to punifh
the idle, diforderly,vand'proﬂiggte by confine-

~ment and hard labour; and to inculcate in the
~ minds of every one principles of religion and
‘morality.”’ | | o

4

~ P. 2. Did his plan feem by any means ade=
quate to his purpofe, no oppofition would be
made to it: but it appears toO hazardous to
be carried into execution. I will juft touch

~upon a few heads, that have not been already

taken notice of.

P. 3. As to the ierit of this plan’s cons

fifting in its fimplicity, by ovly reviving the

principles and {pirit of the good old law, viz-

~ the adk of the 43d year of Eliz. it does not
firike me in that light. W hether the power,
o of




of the poor laws,
pointiient and power of ofuef;[eers i contznued
bur zma'er fucb checks as, it is hopedy will pre=
vent any abyfe of it.. Tt is certdinly fo checked,
“as to reduce it .to a.mere fkeleton of an office;
‘they cannot act, in the moft extraordinary

cafes, without an order from two guardians at
leatt.

[ 48]
of the juftices; gi'ven by that a&, is continued
in all refpects, and their trouble much eafed in

-many, or indeed the law altered for the bet-

ter in any, may be more properly handled,

~when the foul‘teenth refoluuon cgmes under
conﬁdexatxon. i : :

P 4. The alteratlon by the. propofed plan,

appears to be on the whole nothing lefs than
almoft a total fubvérfion of the prefent fyftem
He fays, indeed, the ap-

If a poor man-breaks a limb in a‘field,
and am overfeer is 111gh at hand, thould he

b¢ humane enough .to order. him to be taken
‘tare of dt the parith charge, and the guar-
~ diafis for the
- .accident happened ‘fhould difapprove of his
~care, he may be left to pay the charge out of -

parxfh or townthip where the

his own pocket, no remedy " is. pointed out to
relieve him ; fo that the new regulatton will

. -xeduce him to a mere colleCtor of the rates,
“.and no one perfon fubftituted in his room to
fupply the overfeer’s place in accidentil ca-

Aualties, -If thls is not an altexation, what is?
4 I know, it may be faid, thlS is bringing the

office

- cates.
Aubject to obje&ions, and.that the denymg
‘them is fometimes oppreflive ;- but in general
- they have their adyautg .

[ 49 1.

office to its original inftitution ; and that the

guardians are the old vverfeers, and the pre-
 {ent overfeers mere colleftors.
- may be touched upon more fully hereafter.v

~This, point

P 2 5 Remarks on Mr. lebert S obferva-— |
'thHSo , ‘

Refolutlons I, 2, 3, 4, 5y 6 ‘have been fufa

. ﬁc1ently attended to already

Refolutlon '7. The advantave of bungmg
the charge into one county expence, or keep=~
ing it in feparate diftricts according to the fors

- mer plans, does not appear to be very great,
~ as there muft be ftill as many {ubdivifions in-
‘every county - as.there are different houfes.

It may indeed take away a few difputes about -
fettlements, which I cannot help calhng a
' tr1ﬂmg 1dv1ntage |

- P. 26. Whether tHe allowmg Iabourers to
fettle where they pleafe within the county. is

- a well-judged expedient, time muft fhew. It
- has been already tried, and found to be fub-
“jectt> great inconveniencies; and it was thefe

incoaveniencies that firft introdoced certifi=
Experience has thewn' they alfo are

Mo{’c pan(hes n
. the
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the ¢ountry refufe them to labourers, becaufe
they want -their labour in their own parifth .
where they belong; few, if any, keep them
back from tradefmen or artificers, becaufe it

is generally fuppofed they may maintain them-
felves better by a greater choice of work

abroad, than they can find in a country vil- -

lage at home. The cafe may be perhaps the
revérfe in manufa&uring counties; but in
ours, and in all other husbandry counties,
the promifcuous liberty of rambling, given to

the common labourers, has been, 1n all ages, -

fqund very prejudicial to the community in
general ; and as the nature and inclinations of
mankind are always the fame, if it is intro-

duced again, the fame evils it formerly

produced may be again expe&ted to flow
from 1t. T :

P. 27 Mr. Gilbert .ac»k:nowledges, that
< the fuccefs of every plan of this fort en-
tirely depends on the zeal and a&ivity of the

- gentlemen where it is formed.” This 1s very
- true, anc from hence alone there is great fear
~ it will not {fucceed. Few, very few gentlemen,

;indee}d,’fare found to attend public meetings
of any fort, where there is not a profpet of

-an immediate gain or lofs to themfelves ¢ 0

this cafe there is none ; for though every charge

- relating to the poor falls ultimately on the
- land, éhe majority of gentlemen, it is to be

- dou};ted,

[ 5t 1
doubted, are not clear-fighted enough to fore-
{ee it, or at leaft to mind it, when it does not

" come directly out of their own pockets. It
might therefore be no impolitic ftep, to make
the cefles a landlord’s charge 5. if any thing

would induce gentlemen to attend, this might.
One only objettion occurs againft it, and that

is, the leafes now {ubfifting ; for as the land-

lord has let his farm for a term of years, at a

certain rent, fubjet to the poor-cefles, he can-

not raife the rents during the continuance of

the term ; and if the cefles are thrown upon

~ him, and t‘lie tenant is eafed of them, he will
pay double, becaufe he cannot levy them on
‘the tenant, to whom he has ,al,ready*;‘maci_e,ap

aliowance for them in the firft bargain. ~But

why may not parliament interpofe here ?

Dignus ¢t vindice nodus. It may be done
by a fhort claufe, without injury to the te-
nant, to clear him from all {uch ceffes, and

empower the landlord to raife the rent-upon

~him 1n proportion to the poor cefles, taking

them at a medium of the laft {feven years;

“and, indeed, common juftice requires the
‘tenants fhould have nothing to do with the
. payment, when the vifible and manifeft n-
“tent of this new law is to deprive them of all
management in the difburfements. . Whether

~ that intent is .on the whole rightly purfued,

is another queftion: the intent is plain.. .

it
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P, 33. It'is to be wifhed the mode of bai-
loting may anfwer. Compulfory methods do-

not always ﬁl‘c‘_'cé"e{d.'_i ~ If the governors: attend:
only at general meetings once a year; and at
only .ene’ monthly meeting in the year, I

doubt, the accompts, rules, and orders, will.

be not very nicely examined into; and that

the rajority of governors will be found to.

be not fo well qualified as they ought, to
judge of the matters that will then come be-
forethem, .

P. 35. Refl 13, The old and induftrious
poor will hardly think’ themfelves obliged
“to the ‘duthor of this plan, for-{ending them
twenty, or twenty-five miles from home, to live
among entire ftrangers, unacquainted with
their f{jrzng: particular circumf{tances or {itua-

tiOll'S, : | PR

. bed Refm As the law now ftands, fiﬁe |
' pauper 1s to apply to the officers; if they re-

fufe him, he 1s to go to a veftry; if he can

- -get no veftry called, or they will not relieve

. him, he has {till an appeal to a juftice, who,
after having {fummoned the parties, and on
their app‘éaijance having heard them, or in
* default . of their appearance, may adjudge
fuch relief as he fhall think. proper. ~ The
_altgration intended degrivcs the pauper of

. ‘ ‘» * thefe
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A ';hefe-appeals, and fends him dire@ly to the

chief farmers in the parifh, ‘as his only
refort : for, under the new adt, ‘who will be.

| - guardians but farmers? By Ref. 11, they

are to be chofen out of fuch as have eftates
of 251. a year, or occupy lands, &c.. of 5ol

Let us . fuppofe. there are only two or three |

fuch guardians in a parifh, that the pauper.

applies to the overfeer, ‘and he to two of the-

guardians for their approbation; if they re=
fufe it, what relief can the poor. man have?
The appeal to a neighbouring juftice is
taken away, and the pauper left, without re-

" medy, in'the hands of. the very fort of peo-

ple. the power was put into by 43d of Eliz.
who were found to be fometimes tyrannical
and oppreflive, at other times lavith and
profufe ; and therefore an a& was made in
3 and 4 W, & M. ¢ xi. § 11. to place it

“entirely 1n ,}the.hands of the juftices, by order-
" ing, ¢ that no perfon thall be allowed to

have or receive colleGtion at the charge of

the parith, but by authority under the hand
of one juftice,. or by order of the juflices in

feflions, except in cafes of peftilential difeafes,
8¢ The placing all power in the juftices
was found to be {ubje&t to great objettions;

“on which account, in gth G. I, it was altered
~to the prefent method, which in generalis

very well approved of, and found to be a

H

~inoft prudent regulation after a trial of fifty
c o . : t t b N . yc‘arsvl
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years. ‘To bring it back to its worft ftate,
does niot become a Britifh Senate.
juftices, who are for the moft" part men of
the beft eftates in the country, are fitter to
be trufted, and more unbiafled, than thofe of
very fmall éftates, and farmers, who are com-

monly found to be the” moft partial fet of

men in the kingdom.

~ As to the internal regulation of the houfes,
~ or what is faid about houfes of correétion,-1
thall make no obfervations upon them, unlefs

it is on what is faid in p. 28, about the num-

ber .to’ be maintained in’ each houfe; .where
" there is 2 plain hint, they are defigned to con-
tain from five to eight hundred perfons, -an
‘overgrown unweildy family, which can hardly
‘be kept orderly, neat, or clean, nor the fick
and aged properly attended to. Such numbers
“in one houfe will be found very inconvenient,
“let them be managed with the utmoft care;
af an:cpi’demic_al"and'C.ontagious diftemper gets
in among them, it will be found very difficult
fo put a flop to it, till it has gone through
the whole. ~Whether the defign is to” build
thefe houfes under one roof, or as feparate

cottages, is not faid 3 the firft feems to be in-

tended, by the recommendation of purchafing
old manfions in the next page, if fit for the
~‘purpofe; few of thefe can be found adequate
~ jo contain a quarter part of the propofed

T ' © number,

Surely
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aumber, if they are allowed room to enjoy

the benefit of a wholefome air. There are
objetions againft both methods; if they are
built ‘like hofpitals, it will be a means of
diflolving all family connections, for in that
cafe it will be indecent for men and women
to lay in the fame ward ; and if man and wife
are {eparated, it will be a virtual divorce, after
having lived together perhaps 40 or- 5O years,

‘and that too at a time of life. when they
“want all indulgence poflible, and the mutual

afiftance each can afford the other. ~ 1f they
are built in feparate cottages, there are great

inconveniencies attending this method alfos

for it will be apt to introduce feparate cote=

' pies, which may lead to fa&tion. A mixture

of both feems preferable, wards for boys and
girls, fingle men and women ; and cottages
for the married. Though the leaft hazardous

method, and moft confonant to the prefent
laws, is that hinted at towards the end of the

little -effay, an infpeftor or middle man be-
. tween the paupers, parith officers, and juf-
tices, firft thought of, I believe, by Mr. Burn

in his Hiftory of the Poor Laws.

Fuly lith, 1775

" The |
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| The following Letters (b}’ other hands)

- containing {everal ufeful hints upon the

“{ame {ubject; they are added by permiiflion

of the Gentlemen who wrote them, .

SIR,

: | " A S you did me the hondu‘r, when I met”

L\ you at the aflizes at ——, to ask m

~fentiments upon the refolutions of the Houfe
~of Gommons, in regard to the poor laws;

I take the liberty of fending you a fmall

- pampbhlet I diftributed among my friends in

the year 1770, and laying before you a fhort
account of the ftate of the poor in the parith

- of ——, for the laft four years.

It was about the latter end of the year

1770, that another gentleman and myfelf
" came to the refolution of exercifing the kind

of {uperintending power given to the juftices
by the work-houfe ‘at, the gth-of Geo. I,
and the 43d of Eliz. ; and of putting the poor
of the parith of —-— under fome regulation.

- We called to our affiftance the prihcipal inha~

bitants of the parifh, who unanimouly en-
gaged, with a becoming alacrity, in this new

uuder;aking, and agreec@ to 'appoint a kind of
~felect veltry, or committee of twenty-four,

who

R
S

sy T ,
who were in rotation to meet us weekly at
the: work-houfe,” and to ‘fee to the manage-.
ment of . the poor in general during their re-
fpective months. This felet veftry, or com-
mittee, has ever {ince confifted of the princi-

-pal gentlemen, farmers, and tradefmen, of the

parith; and I do them but juftice in faying,
they have been fo conftant in their attendance,
and diligent in their enquiries, that I-appre-
hend we muft have had-advantages in this

refpet over many houfes of induftry. -

- It appears, by our accounts for the laft four

years, that the poor in the work-houfe (which

-have confifted of nearly an equal number of

‘children and adult perfons, and of fixty-two -
" “in number upon an .average) have not been

maintained per head, for a lefs {um than two

“fhillings and threehalf-pence per week, be-
- fides their work; and that the poor of .all
- ages out of the houfe (with their work) fub-
- fifted upon an average on one fhilling and

eight pence half-penny per week.  The
yearly rates have, upon an avérage, been at

about four thillings in the pound ; and we muft -
- add to this account a voluntary contribution,

in the year 1772, of eighty-fix pounds, for
reducing- the price of provifions to the necef-
fitous and induftrious poor; and a fmall col-
le&ion laft year, for reducing the price of
eoaly; - befides which, I muft obferve to you,
e - H ‘ - that



“t.nant; with a compulfive claufe inv the aéty

A
that the private charity of the inhabitants
to individuals is very great and extenfive;

that a public-fpirited ' tradefman faved the

parifh laft year 451. inthe article of cloaths,
by fetting on foot a manufactory of linen and
woollen ; and that there has not been (as I
believe) one fingle farthing expended, in fup-
porting litigations concerning fettlements.

The very great. attention I faw paid to
this fubje&, by gentlemen of the firft abili-
ties, in the Committee of the Houfe of Com-
‘mons, laft winter, makes me diffident iri offer-

‘ing to you obfervations upon the orders and
refolutions of that houfe, 'with refpect to the

poor; but, if Ican form any conje&ture from

-y atteridance at ——, 1t 1s, that houfes of

induftry may be found to fucceed in counties

where there are large and extenfive manufac-

tories; and yet will not. reduce the rates, or
anfwer the good ends propofed, in counties
where the poor-depend upon labourin the
field for their maintenance and fuppert.

I will juft beg leave to mention what has
occurred to me, upon confidering the dif-
ficulties that arofe with you as well as‘my-
£If, to reconcile the average rate. T think

.....

it ‘would be better to lay the tax upon the

fandlord, in'the firft inftance, inftead of 'the

for
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¢or the tenant to pay the landlord an additic-
nal rent, in proportion to the average rate
for the laft {feven years, My reafons for it are

thefe: If there is any hazard in the under-
taking, it 1s proper that the landlord thould

run it, and not the tenant, who is only a far-

mer; and if there is any advantage to arife,

the landlord, who has the moft permanent

| ,i11téref’t;",ﬂ10ula1' certainly receive it. The

tenant cannot complain, becaufe he muft at
all events be 7z flatu quo asto the quota he

s to contribute; and he will be in fome fort

benefited, as he moft probably took his farm

- ynder the apprehenfion of an increafe, and
certainly with no reafonable hope of a reduc-
tion.. Befides, this may be the means of pre-
venting the clamour of the {maller occupier,

who, 1f he is to contribute to the tax asa

tenant’s charge, Willfthin.k'he has a kind of
preferiptive right to fee to the difpofal of the

“money., If there was this alteration in the
mode of laying the. tax, we. fhould then em-"
bark with one and the fame intereft; and

gentlemen might be induced to give their

attendance when they found the . money

~ going out of their pockets by hundreds,
~ though they take fo fmall a fhare of this
. burthen-upon them now it ‘goes out of their

~ tenants pockets by pounds. - Upon this. plan,

1 cannot think the average rate will be fo

- exceptionable ; for property is {fo mueh dif=
" H2 perfed
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perfed (and par
tenure in this county) that the fame land-
lord'may perhaps pay fix-pence in one parith
and four fhillings in another, and fo find it
‘much the fame thing as if he paid ai equal

“rate through the whole county. o

o ExmEEx ’
 DEAR SIR, -
E am moch obliged to you for the perufal
. “c?f_you‘r (.),bferyv‘ation's' ‘o the’ p’obrﬂ\laws,
v_’im(‘l"y!om“ ftri¢tures on  Mr. Gilbert’s plan.
| “They are {o judiciousand humaae, that I'with

. you would ‘digeft them- into a proper form,
“and lay® them before the publick, before the

- Yubje&t comeés on againin-parliament; fot it

o sa fubje&t of fuch great importance, that it
‘rfi@fnqnds the moft-mature confideration; and
it 1s to be hoped every afliftance will be ?g)iveu
1t by eapable perfons.* The plan of the in-
| "}p_g‘é?;o_r for a number -of parifhes, more or
o l'faisiaccdr‘c'h.hg»to their {ize, a'ppe'ars-' to me
. the moft cligible upon ‘many accounts’; and
~you have fufficiently proved how uticertain,
Aq;°“:r:ath§r’ howimprobable, it is,-that -any

- good, either ‘as ‘to “leflening theé pdors rate,
er the comfortable provifien- of -the -poor,
L e cail

ticularly by our gavelkind

o pccppi;'edr;hemfe@yés in part, in moft counties

czm aﬁfe; from diftnc ‘,_héufe_s::» i_he vik’llagqs

will to a -degree be unpeopled; the farmer
will- be: diftrefled -for- hands ;. and the im-

‘potent _poor, when their labour is over, be.
condemned to what . they will not \111rc;afonf
‘bly deem banifhment,,og~impr;ilfdnmen§;‘ This

rate has, to be fure, of late -encreafed to fo
“alarming: a ;degree, as to make it neceflary -
that fomething fhould. be done to prevent its
_farther-extenflon ;. the making it a landlord’s

“tax {feems, at firft fight, likely to awaken the
“attention of gentlemen, -to prevent at.leaft its
further encreafe; but, I fear, would only make
" thofe few exert themfelves, who refide chiefly
in the cquntry, and who, in a little time, may

~grow tired of a. burthen which refts’ folely
. “on them ; and as to the occupiers, their quan-
_tum. being fettled in the way of additional
. rent, it is to be. apprehended, . they would
- in general be very inditieren; =
which falls-only on the landlord.”. This ob-

jecion, however, 1 own, willin a great mea-

indifferent to a charge

fure be removed, . by the appointment of the

. infpetor, or middle man;. otherwife the oc-

. cupier,; being the difpenfer. of the rate, as at

~ prefent in the office of churchwarden or over-

{cer, will not pay- that regard to ceconomy
he in juftice. ought to.do.  The great ‘mif-

 fortune is, that the middling gentry, refident
- . heretofore on th

A

eir paternal acres, which they

are
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are ‘fow almoft annihilated; and thofe of

Higher rank either refide little or not at all
- at their feats; or, if they do, are too: indo=

lent, or too high, ‘to ‘attend to parifth- con-
- certis, Liowever great their property. . There
is alfo another evil, which is ‘marching on
‘with “great firides; and, ' if not - checked,

will have a moft fenfible effe& 'on the morals |

“of the poor, ‘and confequently on-the poors
~ rate ; and that is, ‘the non-refidence of the
clergy on their benefices: how they can an-
fweritto their 'confciences, being a {piritual
_ concern, 1 am not cafuift enough to fay ; but
- the love of pleafure, arid diffipation of time
(i muatters -indeed in thémfelves innocent
“enough), feems to run through all . ranks
. ‘noreor lefs'; and‘its baneful influence begins
_to extend itfélf even ‘to the loweft claffes.
_"The decreafe of ‘the value of money maft,
_however, - of courfe increafe the rate to a
~greater fum, and confequently we muft not
- expect ever again to fee it-in’ general {o low
“as it has 'been twenty years back. It ‘has
been doubled in my-parith within that-period,
and yet ‘my predeceflor ‘was ‘no inatteritive
obferver of the increafe; it is now full three
thillings at full resits, and at -preferit there is
1o profpedt of a reduction. “Another caufe
“has dlfo arifen-of late- years, never I fear to
~ be removed; 'by " which the ‘poors ‘rates -has
* been influenced 3 and that is, the  demolition

of
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of little farms and cottages ‘with 2 cow-keep 3

fo that there remains now ‘no- inducement
for fober fervants in hufbandry to lay by

their wages as heretofore, in order to take @

Jittle bufinefs. And what is the confequence?

We fee it every day. The fervants in general
now fpend their wages before, or.as {oon as,
they are due; the maid fervants drefs them-

 felves trimly, and go with the young men to

fairs and hops; pregnancy generally follows 3
the man runs away, or marries the girl, both
of them together feldom ‘having more than
the cloaths on their backs; and, when he
‘happens to fall fick, or his family encreafes,
‘he comes direétly to his parifh officers, and

 demands relief.. I wifh the country. gentle-
. men, more efpecially, In inclofed .countries,
"would take this matter into their - ferious
confideration, and fecure to every fizeable

farm (7. e. fuch as requires one Or more con-

- ftant labourers) a fufficient qu antity of land

‘to their cottage or cottages.; Or. if there be
no cottages, .erect them on the moft conve-
nient part of their farm or farms (the la-

- bourers being parifhioners) ; or elfe oblige

their tenants to keep a cow for each labourer,
with their own, at a fixed reafonable price.
The difference of a cottager and his famuly
on this bottom (for fome fuch we have in
thefe parts), and of him who {ubfifts himfelf
~and family on-bread and cheefe and tea, as to

6 ' ~ the
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the appearance of health and ftrength; is very
ftriking. Another difadvantage” the village

poor lie under is, that the pieces of butchers -
~meat bear the fame price,” whether ‘coarfe or
" fine. Thofe who live in towns, where weekly

open markets are kept, have a great advan-

“tage; but the butchers {ay, they muft have a

living profit; and, unlefs the principal people

‘would take the beft pieces at-ahigher price,

they cannot make any difference themfelves.

Not to trouble you any longer with minute

- obfervations; I am fully convinced that great
- good may be done in villages, efpecially where
“a gentleman or clergyman refides; if they can
~perfuade themfelves to give their attention to
“the matter : this is evident in your own parifh
~and the occupiers ‘(barring uncommon acci~
- dents) will find their charges leffen ; the de-

fefvigg poor,fuitable reliefand encouragement ;

and the: idle and contumacious will be kept

x awe, and made to do fomething, |
I am, dear Sir,

Yours, &,

FINIS.



