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LORD ADVOCATE

o~

S COTLAND

My LORD, S

IBEG leave to m{'crlbc thlS f'mall tra& to youf .
] Lordfthip, -as to one of whofe talents and dif*
i poﬁtlon I entertain a very high opinion. It can'[ o
| lay claim to one merit at lea{‘r that of being writ-
| ten. Wlth candour, with a' cordial defire to pro- .
| mote the real happinefs and profperlty of all the'»
inhabitants of Scotland. o
| 1F it fhall be found to deferve your Lordfhlp s
| attention ; and if it {hall have the good fortune = .
| to obtam a ﬁ:rlous and attentlve perufal from
others who are interefted i in the fubject of whxch‘ I
f it tteats, the wilhes of the author will be accom-

a2 phihed

" THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

HENRY DUNDAS e,
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'f.ph(hed f01‘ he is not {'o deﬁrous of havmg hls

‘own ideas am:this, fubjeé‘c adopted by others, as

~to induce them to be cerzain that any other fyftem
* "that may be adopted {hall at leaﬁ be equally be-
neficialito the. public. =

1 have the honour to be, »Wlth the moﬁ rc-'

,fpe&ful e{’ceem,j SR
My LORD,‘

T our Loray/?zp g moﬁ abedzem‘

i

and mq{i lmmbl& ﬁzr‘wmt,

MONKSHILL, Dec. 15 o .
EERE S B B O , . ,_
| 'ANDERSON.

{',,,
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~of the nation at. prefent, as renders it unneceﬂ'ary here to take

up the readers time in’ producmg any arguments in fupport
of it : v :

T N Q v R e R Y, &c

| » ;HE writer of thlS fmall tra& has read over w1t’n attentlon
all the pubhcatlons that have come to his hand, relatmg
to the pmpofed corn-bill for Scotland, in hopes that the

: fub_]e& of the corn-laws would be fo fully elucidated by the dif- '
ferent authors, as to. enable the. \ve]l-lntentxoned citizen to Lnow "

with fome degree of certainty in what' manner the law ought to
be framed, fo as to prove moft beneficial to the commumty at

large.” He thinks’ this is a matter of too much nmportance to be.
{looked upon with’ mdlﬁ'erenc 3 and 2s thlS obje& appears to him

in 2 hght very dlﬁ'erent f10m that in which 1t feems to “have

| been viewed by others, ‘he has been mduced at length, though
Iate, to take up the | pen, with a view to fugge{‘c to his country=~ -

men fuch remarks as have occurred to himfelf in reﬁe&mg on

~ that fub}e& which he fubmits to their. confideration with the '
A greater w1lhngnefs, that - he is not confcious of bemg bxaffed m o

favour of any party, but is equally. deﬁrous of: moderatmg the -
exceﬁ'es of the one as of the other.”

Sl

P A R T FIRST.‘;-‘T;:M

IN one nnportant partxculal relatmo to thls que‘hon, all par-—

' ftxes feem to agree 3 ‘that is, in adxmttmg that a bounty on the
:exp()rtatlon of grain, ]udluouﬂy applied, may prove hghly be~

~neficial to the country.  This {feems to be fo generally the fenfe,
' approved

of by alls

To render this matter the N
more intelligible; . I thall ﬁrﬂ: premlfe fome general obfelvatxons, :
»*md then apply thefe to our own partlcular cafe at prefent :
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hat the - .IN another partlcular the wrrters on both ﬁdes of the que{tron
tﬁi ‘:t . feem to be am‘eed -wiz. in belrevmg that the price of grain will

|
?ome will be eﬂeé’tually regulated by. the rate at whxch it fhall be allowed
ll d‘”{)’:’r‘l‘}i‘e to ‘be imported. - Upon this, as an acknowledgé’d truth that -
l'nporta- : needs not to be- proved both parties reafon Wlth much keennefs.
°::§te | But here I muﬂ: beg leave to diffent from both'; and if it can be
bixcepr in proved that this oprmon is exroneous, all the reafomng that de-
l;’f‘;‘m pends upon it*muft fall to the ground, and with it ought to
i fall all thofe illiberal prejudtces tlnt have fprung from the fame-
fource. : : . :
“TuAT the prrce of gram, in yeara of great ﬁ‘af’czz‘y, mu{t be
“in fome meafure regulated by the rate at- which 1mportat1on is
perrmtted will not be demed for on thefe occaﬁons, if” there
is not enough of grain in the country 1tfelf to fupport the whole
of “its inhabitants, that deﬁc1ency muft be fupphed by importa- .
tion from fome other Country;‘ as that nnportatron cannot be.
permttted till neceflity has 1a1fed the price in the home-market
to the rate at which it is fixed hy law, . howeve1 e‘corbxtant that -
prxce may be. It does not, however, trom hence follow, elther
that the price of grain will in general be neally equal to the-i 1mpor—
- tation-rate, if that is e*{othltantly high, or that it erl ﬁnk nearly
{o far,:if that fhould be placed, mnmodcrately low for the ave-
rage-price of grain muft depend on other cncum{tanccs that are
-by no means 1nfeparablv conne&ed wrth the legal 1mportat10n-

rate. oo
CTHE.price. of any commodrty, hut efpecrally of fuch perrlh-s :

l:. The prtce :

=o

reLrulated
hy the pro-

proportron that fubfifts between the - demand for it and. the

ﬁ::;}::“ to cafual thofe who have 1mme'hate occaﬁon for money, or who

{ o gree to p'ut ‘with it ata very low rate 3 nor will any purchafers

» little more brought to market than anfwers the effetive demand,

On the other hand, if the quantrty of: gram brought to market =

/

T S . o i falls

v s v e ey P T e e el
. N -

f grainis e commodrtres as grain, will always be regulated by the .

E%:é’f;‘e’:n - quantity that can be hrought to market at any place and time.
i ‘}Lhe de- ~ If more gram is offeréd to fale at any time than the purchafcxs
g%“n‘(;“:h have occanoa for, part of it muft remain unfold s and if it does
f'f}uanmy not appear that this has been-occafioned by crrcumﬁanccs merely

: 'wrfh to he freed of the e\pencc and rifk of keepmg it, w1ll a-

l
{
; .. ‘appear’ unlefs that rate is extxemely low for fear they may not
1 I S getit! armm drfpofed of with proﬁt. Hence it follows,- that a \
l

l
l
J;i! = . “continued for any time, occafions a vety great. fall of the price.
}u
|

puicvesa

S s s e

i
t

market-days, hofe who ﬁnd themfelves m want, afrard of bemg
deprived of it entlrely, will agree to glve for 1t almof’t any puce
the feller choofes to demand.’

nually vrbrate in every market, and always ﬁnally fettle 1ccord- |
‘ing to the rule above mentroned The price, therefore, at whrch
1mportat10n is permxtted can never regulate the | price of gram in
the home-market except in years of fcarc1ty, when the’ price of
grain rifes hlgher than that for wh1ch it can be afrorded inother’
countrres, or when the quantlty 1eared at home is not fuﬁicrent
to fupply the whole of the demand. In all other cafes it mu{’c
“be the price ‘that can be drawn for xt, in fome other acceﬁible

» rnarket, that muft. ﬁnally determrne the price at home. ,

.. 1F it thus appears, that a hlgl] 1mportatron-rate cannot ope- ‘v
- rate in raifing the price of gram, except in years of fcarcity, fo-
ne1ther would the 1mportatron—rate, if fixed extremely low, in- -
Aure cheapnefs to the inhabitants of this country. - At whatever -
rate- 1mportat1on fhould be permltted, it could have no eﬂfeét in
lowering . the market-price, unlefs corn . could be 1mported
cheaper from fome other country than it could be ralfed for by
our own farmers, but if, from a fuperior degree of fertrhty in
“other countries than our own, corn could frequently 1mported
cheaper than our own farmers could rear 1t, our farmers would
be obhged to defert that employment, ‘and betake themfclves to
fome other ‘one, and the country muft then be fupphed with"
grain chiefly from abroad.

it could be bought for in forergn countrres, or the rate at which ton i
it could be afforded for hy our own farmers that would regulate E:rlxnlﬁfid
- the prlce, and not the prrce at whlch rmportatlon is pre- ‘but lictle
mrtted Sl ~ :

T thus appears, that thofe who keenly contend enher for a verage ge
very high or a. very low 1mp01tat10n-r'1te, ‘exprefs an undue E;r :ll:rcx ;
Gagernefs for a circumftance that is but very i 1mmater1al in itfelf | .
for ; anfwcrmg the purpofe each of them have in view ;s it can- ever, of
not have - very much efFe& m regulatmg the general average import-
prrce of grain.': - : L theim- °
. NEVERTHELESS it does not follow, that the prrce at whrc
lmportatron thall be perm1tted is of little confequence to the na- neither -
tion 3 for it w111 requxre but 11ttle trouble to {how that if it {hall 00 high -

- on the a-

nor tuo
€ low. :

The rate
at which
‘In this cafe, it would be the price importa- . 4

~influence -

Itis, how- -

ance that =

h portarmn- ’
_pricebe

T

AT

e

P

=

i 5 e eroo pstator~
. g;iw%ﬁ’::f@.; SR T AR S

i
V
'
i
i
HE
]
!
|
|
i
1



[3]

‘;'be erther unreafonably 10W, or dlfproportronahly hlgh, it mu{t '
be produ&r‘ve of very permcrous effeCts upon ‘the commumty
at largey ‘unlefs thefe effects are countera&ed by fome: othér

means; and th"st, in

fruﬁrate the v;ews of the pxefent advocates for the very hlgh or

’tvhe very | low 1mportat10n—p11c Thls I fhall ‘endeavour briefly
to exphm, by tracing with accuracy " the’ confequences that
Would naturaliy refult from the one or the other of thefe re-

gulatmns. '

heir wifhes accomph{hed

s tatxon»pnce h’ld gOt t
be under the l’lCC at Wthh the'
P

"‘"he im- 9 low rmportatlon-rfxte {hould

portation; kmd of corn in que{’non could b
rate if too.

low, ‘ers in ordinary years; (whrch for the fake of the argument we
IR mufl here fuppofe),
would
tend t

tend to | “farmers would be under t

lower the ks
price in . fitable employment : that i

he nece{ﬁtyof abandoning that unpro-

plemy
{’cances ‘might have been cultrvated with. proﬁt i lefs gram would

thus be pro oduced in this country, and re
Courfe fall very conﬁderahly All this is fuppo{mg, that, in years

i of great plenty, corn could be broug
a rate htt;e, if at all hlgher than the
, not fo,: the Iow nnport-rate could PLO

whatever. CL :
. IN th\.,fe crrcum{tances, the 1aw would feem to favour thofe

~who thmk they efpoufe the canfe ‘of the poor, an'd who are well
ploafed at every rub they can -give to thofe of hlgh 1ank —but
- we muft trace the confequence farther. "

I'r is evrdent
but w )
/ b;ti::.“l:d habrtants vvould qurckly be brought to the neceflity of dependmg
ductive of op otners for their daily fubfiftence ‘and although in years. of

: ?JI“/: ’ffﬁ; 6 great plenty they mlght perhaps be - abundantly
fate ,_What would become of them in

1mport-puce s if this was
duce no manner of eﬁ"e&

v‘r‘,.

i

{upphes from
reigners ‘pleafe to demand. for
‘and- that price.’ muft

N 'but a fcanty pxttance, and ‘the
purchafed at what- ‘price. thefe fo
1ty 1f they acree to part vvlth 1’c at any pnce 3
be farther herghtened hy the amount of frelght,

P et

merchants

both eafes, it would tend . equally to

AND fi ﬁ, Let us fuppofe that the favourels of the low lmpor- g
If that very

e afForded for by our own farm-. .

it would follow, that if corn could be
j hrought from any other country at that low price, many of four

n confequence of this, ‘much’ ground .

years of \‘ WQuld be allowed to remam “untilled, which in other circuma

nts in general would of

ht from other countriés at -

that , in confequence of this: regulatron, the in-

fupplied. by

: ;’zjﬁ’;C:f”"& foreign nations at a low
fearcity . ¢ times.of genﬂral fcarerty ? "Their own trlﬂlng crop would. aﬂ”o{)d‘
abroad : muft be

fa&orage, imdf

'ﬁate of dlﬂ:r [

' be made to their. hkmg

i prc?ture. o

" rife of price would; indeed,.

IZ 9 B
not to mentron fea- hazard and the {hll more o
,In.,b o
thefe cn‘cumﬂ:ances famme, Wlth all its dueful confequenccs,'
would be unavordahle 5 and the poor would he thrown into. a

merchants proﬁts,
dangerous rifk,. of loﬂes in tune of war from forelgn enemies.

/.mﬁmtely greater than any thmg we have occaﬁon e -
tofear from laws enacted by a leglﬂatule fo well mformed 1n ge‘i‘. e :

neral as ours is at prefent. AR SR
LET US NOW fee if the advocates for the hlgh 1mportatlon—rate

would be nearer the purpofe they have m vrew, {hould the law

and if too |
highy

N years, of fearerty, it has been already {hown, that th1s re- b
gulatron would very much enhance the puce of - graln 5 and fo .
;

long as’ thefe: deﬁerent crops.. fhould continue, there can he no '

~ doubt but that the home-price Wourd be kept up e}rtremely hlgh ﬁ“;:’“}l‘l
In confequence of thefe high prices, the farmers ‘would exert price ex-

Cceiliy ely

' themfelves as much as: poﬁible to raife more grain 5 and .as the . igh in

proﬁts in that buﬁnefs would be thus encreafed beyond ‘that of )LELAS of I
any, other employment, others, mhopes of {haung inthefe proﬁts, fear “t:’ ’ 1% :
would - wifh to | engage in that buﬁnefs a; competrtton forgg‘ B T
farms vvould thus be e{’tabh{hed and the rents would be con= -
ﬁderably ralfed (a ) So far all fu cceeds accordmg to’ the withes:¢ | | .
of the advocates for this {yftem. The revenues of men of land~ - ‘

Ced property would mdeed be encreafed “and it is perhaps to, them. &

~a'matter of: fmall concern what. becomes of | the other parts of
the community. - But feldom 1s fuch felfith policy attended with’,
{uccefs 3 and we muﬂ: now proceed to’ v1eW the other ﬁde of the=

b -iN,

IN confequence of thlS competrtron, it is plam, that althoug,h
, 1twere po{ﬁble, by any pohtlcal regulation, to  raife the price of grain
to- a'very exorbitant rate, and keep it fo, this Would be ‘attended
‘with no permanent advantage to the farmer. A temporary art1ﬁc1a1
enr 1ch the tenants at the time 3 but wexe B
_ this great price to contmue, in confcquence of. the concunenee already
mentroned farms would rife. pr oportronally in rent, and the farmeis
Would reap Juﬂ: as htt]e proﬁt from their buﬁnefs as if the' permanent o
i pl ice of grain were ever fo low. A temporary rlfe or depreﬂion of price
Lcan on]y affe& the farmers; a permanent rife can only prove heneﬁcml
~tolthe proprretor s the interefts indeed of thefe two clafes of people, as
“to thxs parttcular, are fo dla*netrrcally oppoﬁte, that what px oves bené-
.l , S B o ﬁcral

1
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lexab!f
low; . fons thould - come, the quanuty produced would be ‘fo' difpro.’

" the hands of the fzumex, which he Would not know how to’ get

; rid of.. Farmers i in thefe mrcumﬁ:ances Would be" unable to" pa
a rent, and b'mkruptcms muft follow.

ate was the moft proﬁmble, would now become beyond all pro.
pO) tion. the’ Ie’lﬂ. fo of any that could be followed 3 and’ every

perfon WOLud be now as eager to leavc ity as they were fonner-

: ly deﬁrous to eqrfage n it
and would

Gecafion a 11 2 {hort time much woxfe cultlva t,d th an bwote 3 lefs abum
perpetual qant CIO

and low |
prices. . -

fl‘;;t;:i‘: muft in ‘courfe. réturn.” Thus ‘would the nation’ (un]efs ina

tween the long courfe of fettled equal feafons and ctops)” be cept ind per:

f};tl‘ f;‘;fs petual {’truvglc b..tween the qu effeé‘s of hwn avxd of low prices:
O

: ?‘:Agrlculture

| ﬁc:al to the one can only he fo in confe

quence of its not- hemg beneﬁ
_cial to. the other.

-1 take notice of this circumftance. here to_remove
, the prejildlces of the namérous body. of the farmers, whofe intereft,

on a iupelﬁmal view, feems to be cennected with . the permancnt rife
_in the prxce of grain, but which is entuely unconnected with it No-

par tlcular ca]lmg they follow,: . firmly perfuaded :that. they - will be
Permanently benefited by thofe regulatlons., &uch hope however, is
“vain, and will.be found at laft illufory. . They do_not at the time ad. -
vert, that no foon..r fhall it appear that their pr
. others will cr roud, i into that profeﬁion, till ina fhort' time, from the ex-
- graor rdinary competition that this will occaﬁon, the profits w1ll be re-
~duced for; a time: lower than that of' ‘mioft other prorcﬂions. “Re--
kgulatlons of this tendency, the1 efore, do never ianfwer. the end.pro-
~ pofed, and always prove extr emely. hureful to the’ community, " as

- they. der'mge the ordinary courfe of bufne('s, Leep the minds-of men
futuating and _unfteady, that. preven
‘themfelves or the commumty 5

fo much as by a umform ﬁcady exer-,
. . tion ofmduﬂry in one Pdl tic ' ~

ular lme.

10 ]
but'in | IN confequence of thlS hlgh encouragement for rearmg corn'
g’)f:;:yof it cannot be doubted, but that i in'a fhmt time, much ‘more ofit
woyld would be reared than formetly 5 o, th'lt even 1f unfavouxable fea-ﬁ
make it

fons {hould continue, the quantity 1eared would be more thap
fink into-
fufﬁment to fupply the home-m’xrket But when fwourable fea. .

pomonal‘y great that the prxce would fink i in the home-maxket"
1mmeafumbly low, and grain would become a perfe&: drug on

That buﬁnefs, which of -

“The vround would thelefore, be

ps would be the confequence, and the former lngh pnces .

thing isindéed more common than fo“ artifans of any p “armcu,ar pr ofef-
ﬁon, extremelv eager to adopt any 1egu]at10n that feems to favour the -

ofits are great, than :

ts them' f'rom exther beneﬁtmﬂ‘ .

\ Scotland (a )

‘ l ft, he mlght be enaoled to fend his graln to a foreign market
a
Cin years of great plcnty,

: barely to 1eave the commerce of

=

..[‘ .II. ]

1cultule and manu&&ares would be equa}lly chf;ou;asreq}]c
A?z'ir every Perfon in the {’nte, ftom the higheft to the 1owe
an ould become fucce(ﬁve fuﬂ'erers by this 1nljlud1c{1fogs 1e%u alt;;r; Sl
v The effects ot a - Scotland
ancy- t&ure 1 draw. - ont
1 THIsflshnOtLalfo aZteu{’t now experlenced m fome demee in fuﬁcrs1 o |
lorl O t o ¥ {fome dif- -
lat In. confequche of the eﬁ'orts of faxmers, anld fome &i- 1
e tolerable feafons for two yeaxs ‘paft than had been e}}tlp}elr(-i this ca“ﬁ
r .
m(::ed for near a dozen of yearo befofe that peuod (wh1c L
it fions above its properm -
on many occa 1ons
raxfed the price of gram et g fauen
f gxam, m -meal efpecial Vs
um price), the" puce 0 e
?; vef; 1035, as to threaten very. dxf’crefsful eonfeqaences o1

was probably w1th a view to W'ud of" thefe threatencd ills that

“the law which gave occafion to the plefent enqulry has been pro—

t
ofed. Whetnel,‘ in the form it was originally eroducecL,e ;t
S;vould an{wer thefe falumry putpofes or not, it 1mpotts us
: e el 1fcover An enqm-«
A \CIIERY ﬂxght degree of attentxoh is fufﬁment to d » An eny

es
that the inconveniencies that refult’ from both thefe extl;emt ; ;}:1 ‘Zrﬁte‘{) ‘Q“
ht 1 be effe&ually avoided, by fixing the 1mp0rtat10n-ra ea Prevem. |
mlg dium {’tandard and by grantmg abounty on exportatlo}xz, )
roper medi Portation;
properl \proportloned to the circumftances of thefcafe : f}gmﬁ
grﬂ? ofythefe m{’atutxons, the farmer - would be fecured ag:

the -
the compeuuon of forelgn merchants in ordmary years, by

e e 2 5
A N e e

thhout bemg under the nece{ﬁty of

felhn at an unreafonably low price. All that is neceﬁ'uy:1 t:t)xzrz: o
fore gm dlfcuﬁing the. prefent que{hon, is to afcertain, ];rilc - o
0 1t,a o unmplesa ‘what might be deemed a med;u;n Pll ‘;Cd
iﬁmh thg partxcuhx kind of gram mbqu(;ﬁmn (f)};o:? of fhz };)oun-' o
m
ted, and what ought to be tne 2
t(})’ bfnutrhllzrpartxcular cafe, to produce the dehred eﬂ"eé’c, and i

| more. e ommerce free Lo
WEkE all countnes equally fertlle, and was ¢ A b i

1\ would .
0“1"(11“ pelfeéﬂy f‘ ce from any prove.in-

1. B
ir natural courfe.,_ But, effectua
1ow thmgs to take the | | feemg

A

re{’tr'unts, ancl al

N SRR i . N .
‘ ( ) THAT thefe effe&q have notbeen more feverel) folt muﬂ: bc a
a

el
tubuted to {’ome caufes that w:ll be explamed in the fcqu &

w TR

,
‘wamases
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Lo 3
fcemg that fome countrxes in Eulope are fo fertde as to be ca-
p"thle of producmg gram at half the p11ce f01 Wthh it could be

, reared for in others, and fince the commerce of every country
s encumbercd with. fome reftraints either temporary or perma-

; vex fome more eﬂ'e&ual 1emedy agamﬁ: the grlevous 1113 nbove -

appqrcntly free commerce of glam ‘would produce. - It was thefe
“confiderations that determmed the Britith leglﬂature to adopt

B ‘ ly envmces the w1fdom of that meafute. ‘ But I muﬁ: now de..
e fc,end to pqrtlculars. - ' SRR A

P A R T SECOND.,..-.;’
Péz‘m‘{t-
Jar ohiex
; vatmns

WITH refpeét to the commerce of oats and oat-meal in Scot-

_txcu]aro. mtended to be narrowly enqulred intoin thxs tra&), ‘there
can be no doubt that there are feveral c0untr1es in whlch thefe
: :E‘ ?ﬁ::; articles could be reared at a much {maller expence than in Scot-

i lm fome hnd fo that if” there was no law agam(’t the 1mp01tat10n of
other
COI’l‘ﬂtl‘leS
ithang in-

' O '1ts alld
oatqneal

Scorland; "op than they could be afforded for by our own f“umers 5 which

tll('lef'me Would uuavmdably difcourage our agrlculture, and bung us in

fary to
pr roninie  forour dauy bread: the confequences of whxch crrcumi’tance have_

fhf’lnpm‘- been alteady enumetated
ftation of

,nnnu to

~the 1dea of firft granting a bounty on the exportation of grain; -
: and the happy effects that have accrued ‘from thence, fufficient-

land (the only obJe(‘?t of the propofed ]aw, and the only par=

oats, &c. at any tnne, into thls countly, oats, or oat-meal could
‘be brought from thefe countues, and fold in ou1 malket chenp-‘

nent, it hehoves every conﬁderate nation to endeavour to difco-

numerated than the 1deal, bcneﬁts that would accrue flom an

jtisnceel- time to be in fome meafure dependent on thefe. f01e1gn nations

'wor thefe reafons, it is allowed by mo‘t perfons who have

tliele 1ill

;z‘;'zlcn reﬂe&ed on this fubjedt, that foreign oats, or oat-meal, ought not -
F},c]np‘fl to be allowed to be. imported and fold in our _markets, unlefs :
;‘;}’;\"iﬁ ‘ when the prxce l‘lfCo {fomewhat hlgher thm it can be '1fforded fo
be afford- . by our own farmus in o1dma1y years. - If fo, it will be neceﬁa—
2;::;'”:3 Cryto afcertain wlut is the price it .can. he ’IFOIdCd for by oul
' he medi- farrncxs in oxdm'uy years, - ool By
)‘;“‘”}’t“:eeﬂ” i THE only natural rule that I can thlnk of applymg, w1th a

r Mid-  view to alcertain thlb que{llon, is to look’ hack and fee at what

-othian puce the kinds of grain in quef’clon have been a&ually fold for
by our own farmers for a reafonable number of years paft. . Up- ‘

e .1hout
l;: oo 0n thefe- prmc1p1\.s, on lookmtr into the ﬁats of Mld—Lotluan for.
"’ L twentyf §

¢r boll.

ik ‘more for each boll of his grain in the grea.teﬁ fcarmty,

‘,tr3]

enty yewrs backwards, it:appears, that the average pncc of
thc beft oat-meal ‘during. that ‘period, amounts to. about thir-
teen {hllhngs per boll;- reckomng eight ﬁone Scots troy: aboll.
From' whence 1 thmk we may reafonably 1nfer, ‘that oat—meal
'could notbe reared for ‘much lefs than that price, and that it m1ght* |
in general be aﬂorded by our falmers at I fuppofe, about twelve
and ﬁxpence or twelve thillings, were t/ae market—przce _/}eady (a).
vt does mot, however, follow. that importation ought to be
peumtted whenever the price fhould ‘exceed twelve fhillings: ‘
f01 as this is the ute at which it can only be. afl'orded by the far-
mer when he} has 2 mlddhng crop; if he {hould not receive a_ e
htgher pl'lCC for his: gram ina fcanty feafon, to make up\for the : b :
deﬁc1ency in quantity; it is plaint that he would, on thefe’ 0cca- - ST
fions, be a conﬁderable lofer, and therefore be unahle to carly' -
‘on his bufinefs ploperly On this account, it is ]u{t and expe- .
dtent to plevent forelgn gtam from comlng 1n competltlon w1th

The im-

htm in the home-market, till the pnce {hall rlfe to fuch a rate as’ port-rate
to mdemmfy him for his deﬁc1ency in qmntlty S l(;uoh]t tod ,
1T has been computed ‘and ‘T think with fome degree of ju- e place

" as much a~

and one bove the ;-

' medlum
fellmg

price, as -

ihce, that the greateft variation between ‘a fcanty crop,
of  great plenty, may : amount to 2 fourth part nearly of a mech
um crop. ‘Suppofing this’ calculatlon to be:juft, the falmer to rice il
be indemnified, ought to receive one eighth of the average price ;:cec’l‘:e

if he' can years: .of ,
f plenty is <}

Ol pelowthat

‘At medium, '

pl‘lCC

fell it in’ years of the greateft plenty at not above one c1ghth
the fame average prxce lower than the fame medium price. -
this rate, the ports ought to be fhut againft forexgnus, until the
price rofe at leaft one ﬂnllmg and fixpence higher than thé me- -
dium rate, ‘that is, to- thirteen’ {hllhngs and - fixpence at leaft,
or fourteen fhillings per ‘boll ;. and the farmer ought-at the fame
‘time "to be feculed agamft ‘being ever under the. nece{ﬁty of N osefi
ece 1
felhng lns oat-meal at a lower rate than ten ﬂulhngs and ﬁx-— of p,ov{.
‘pence, “or eleven ﬂulhngs per. boll for if he is in the one dmt,kat o
“omarie
cafe under the nece{lity of fellmg at any time below that price, gor the
there: w111 be an equal necefﬁty of mfurlng h1m a propor- {ur t:]lus .
roduce "
tlonally hlcher price. in : years of fca1c1ty 3 -and’ therefore that’ o years of I
‘the ports ought not to :be opencd for 1mp01tat10n t111 the pnce Ple"tv"tt"
J CAopreven i 1
{hould rlfe to that hlgher rate. D RN EREE .3,,1, excels B
U TROM thxs view of the matter, it appears, that unlefsa mar— five 10;}’-, R
ket be opened for the farmer, to WhiCh he can carry lus furpluS ;ilz:
. Do .‘“v“\ . PIOdU.CC
(a\ THE rea{'ons for fuppoﬁug the average m:ght be lower, if the
féxlmg pr lce Was ﬂ:eady, wxll appear from the feqnel o
N\ -
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f'The' pl'rce
‘in thefe” prlce at whlch oats or oat»meql 18 ever {fold forin thefe markets,

- counrried which we muft: fend our’ farplus | produce in years of plenty..

v_l,v_____..

: found :

L 14 1]
produce in years of plenty, wrthout allowmg the price ever to
ﬁnk 1mmoderately low, there will be a neceflity of fuffermor the

\prlce to- rife very high-in. years of fcarcrty :But as notlung can
be fo de{’tru&we to the intereft of agrrcultme or manufatures,
‘as great variations in the price of bread-corn,’ it ought to be the
- chief concernof a we ell informed leg1llature, to prevent, if poﬂible,
~thefe varlatlons of pr;ce. . Andas it is not poﬁible to effet thls,
- without ptovrdmg a. ﬂ:eady marltet for graln ata reafonable price

.in years, of great plenty, thelr chlef eff'orts ought to’ be orreé’:ed
' towards that ob]e& : Cl )

“'E'

An enqup - 1T cannot be demed that the home market w1ll never be-

ry where -

that mar- abundantly fupphed in ordmary years, or in thofe in whlch the '

ket is to be Crop-is fcanty, unlefs much more is produced in favourable fea-
" fons than is fuﬂicren,t to anfwer the home-demand abundantly.

To plCVCﬂt therefore, ‘the : unréafonable degradatron of price

. »that muft neceflarily . enfue from thxs fuperabundance, that {ur-
~ plus. pxoduce muft be- ¢arried to. fome foreign - market. : But
o ‘When we look around as to drfcover wheré ‘that market | for oats

' or oat-meal is to be found, the profpe& is extremely d1fcourag1ng

NOrway, NorwaY’ Denmark and Sweden, with ‘their. dependencres, are

Denmark,

oS the only countries where thefe' pxodu&s are ever in requeft ; and

dén, the thefe mwy be equally: fupplled from Poland - as. from hence( a), i

only mar-

Tetfor The price of thefe articles too, in- thefe countrres, is often {o-

\ oat- meﬂ - very low as afferds but fmall profpe& of rellef to our farmers,

g wrthout the powerful fupport of the. legtﬂature, by gtantrnga

; very h;g‘n bounty, when the. cneumltances are fuch as to ‘make §

" this’ neeeﬁltry -That We may be able to: afcertam ‘the 'tmount
of that bounty fo as to makc it prove eﬁ'eerua.l “and the: vauatlons

B that would be necef‘ar]r to prevent it from . bemg hurtful we'

‘muft here enter into fome inavoidable detalls..,:m R S
- It is, in the fi7/f place, neceﬂ"ary to. enquire, what is the lowe{l

19 fome- . "

“times ex+ Upon enquuy, I have been aﬂ'ured by a {enfible man, who refi-
_tremely ..

low. . .-

f.our ‘boll;’ but that..it s fabjeét to, conﬁderable ﬂu&uatlons of
e pr1ce m dl‘l'erent feafons 5 and the markets m. Denmark and Swe-
e L T e e T s den
_ (a) 1 do not mentlon Holland as a market becaufe her commerce
S "of oats, &c 15 merely as an mtrepozt between Poland and the northel n
T :coumues. : . R v

-‘ Jen are nearly the fame. Suppoﬁng then, that the amount of RN
mfurance, commiffion, merchants profits, freight, &c.:in carry= L

SR s Cms

ded many yeaxs in Norway as a merc‘xant, that the price of oat- §
o400 .. meal tbere is frequently as low, as at the rate of elght thillings

| ing ©

o

SR ek o e

T,

| low, that a Lounty ouobt,

s T

ats of oat-—meal to-thefe markets, {hould be one ﬂullmg and.
fixpence per boll, it would follow, that ‘in years ‘of ‘plenty 1 the' L
Pnce muft fall to fix {h1llmgs fixpence per bollin Scotland before - B
Wwe could {ell any of it in thefe markets.A Tlns is fuppoﬁng no'
bounty to be granted. TS :
BUT fix fhillings and ﬁxpence s a prrce fo 1nadequately Therefore
loW as. could afford no- rehef to’ our farmers. - » And if it “be’ ;llge?c-
trae - that twelve {huhngs ortwelve {hlllmgs and’ fmpence 1S cafions -«
the medlum pnce for ‘which” 1t ‘can be afforded: by our: far— l:‘:;lcldnif-ef-
mers 3 and if 1t ‘be likewife trué that the intereft of the’ COM= fotial re-
mumty Would be moﬁ hrghly promoted by keepmg the price “of };e‘f" Ptgrth_f ~
grain at all-times as- ‘niear to that’ medium ftandard as poﬁible, without
(wluch willingt be demed l)y any- tlnnkmg perfon), it «will fol= thee’c;ld of
in this cafe, to be granted: fo hlgh a8 pigh gom‘,'_'_
to raife the price fufﬁcrently in'the home-market, while it per- o |
m1tted it to be fold in ‘the’ forezgn market’ at that low rate.. Let e
us, for exampre, fuppofe it were requircd- to prevent the mealin -
our homP—market from ever falling’ below eleven’ {hrllmgs per o
Boll on the one hand, or of rlﬁng above thrrteen ﬁnlhngs ‘on’ ‘the "
other 3 it'is- plam, that when'; prices are s above ftated, it would
~be neceﬁary to grant a bounty of no 1efs than four ﬂnllmgo and; »
ﬁxpence per boll to produce the deﬁled effect. PR :
‘A LXTTLE reﬂe&lon, however, VVlll convmce us, t‘oat there Thls}""h
would be 1o nec fﬁty for granting the: fame bounty in other cafes, woullay
but that it would'rather fraftrate the de{' ign of | grantlng it. | Tet only {?e
us fuppofe, for example, that the’ puce in‘the forexgn market {hould 2§c§a:.:1
at fome timesbe ‘ten ﬂnlhngs 1nﬂe’1d of elght, it will appear, by cular °°‘, :
caﬁona :
cham of renfomng ﬁmxlar to the foregomg, that 1f the fame boun_ RRNE
ty of four thillings and ﬁirpence were then continued, infteadof e~
leveri {hlllmgs, the pt‘iCC in our home:market would be raifed to -
tlnrteen ﬂnlhngs perboll Andif the" p_rree ‘abroad’ {hould be twelve
ﬂulhngs per | boll, -and 'the. fame bounty contlnued ‘the prlce at
home mu{t in this cqfe be rarfed to fifteen {hxllmgs, unlefs fomc’.‘ ,
means were fallen upon to correét it. “But as it neve1 could be
the aim of a ere legrﬂature to’ expend the- pubhc treafure, by’
grantmg bounti¢ 5 xth ‘a view to enhance the prxce of’ gram ‘be-
yond its natural V"llue in-the" home-market, it igmot to be fup-,‘ _
pred that ever a’ law of 'this 1 nature would be * allowed to pafs,‘ c ’
even 1fa brll for thls purpofe ﬁmuid be preferred as it is plam,f A g‘
4 : , N that

e ———




aﬁ"orljding a ﬂ:ezid"yfm‘arket to the farmer, and of keeping the price

. of grain as free from variation as. poflible, would be effeGted by
- granting, in the two cafes above mentioned, the following boun.
ties 3 viz.. when the ‘price abroad fhould be ten 1hillings, a boui..
-ty of two.fhillings and fixpence; and ,Wbén;the'pr‘i_(ﬁe‘;.was twelve
thillings abroad, a bounty only of fixpence per boll; as, in both
thefe cafes; the price in the home-market would be,}kept.&éédi‘l‘y{

i

led to dra

- - from falling below eleven fhillings per boll. ., =0
Hence it . - BY this train of reafoning we are :(Concli'_lﬁdn'
serears  relting to the influence of bountics in general, that is of impor.
Tateof - tance to be attended to, viz. that one invariable bounty, grant.
the bout ed in all cafes wherein it can be at all claimed, will not fo effeGu-
not on . ally anfwer the ‘beneficial purpofes for which bounties ,d‘e“fery‘v‘eA

I
g any occa- applaufe, as if the rate-of that bounty fhould be prpligply varied

: ﬁi’;dt;’n‘fe according to the ‘neceflity of the cafe. - This dotrine has been
ariably. jlluftrated in the foregoing paragraph 3 ~and. the: j\u{tﬁcfs-‘of"it\
will be farther apparent from any other cafc:s;that.ﬁiz)tf»bé fe.

- _'le&edf_foil_"that purpofe. - Let us fuppofe ,another C?l,f(?',‘ ,a,rildmtlryA

Citby the fameteft. oo

Theboun- It is propofed by the law depending in parliament, thits
f2dbywhe bounty:of two fhillings and fixpence fhall be granted on the ex-
 mewlaw portation of every boll of -oats or ‘oatmeal, while the price of

't would on N RE ‘ R P
| Tome oer the laft in the home-market does not.exceed fourteen fhillings
cafions be per.boll.- Now if -this bill. thould  pafs into a law, it is plain,
S e Ber o O O D L o ae siaht f

and ono-

| ‘that when the price in foreign markets is fo low as cight fhil
thers oo lings per boll,  the price in the home-market muft fall as low as
grents © nine fhillings, before our farmers can carry any of their grain o
would ... thefe markets. .

Provein: i country, which the Tupporters:of this bill_ flatter themfeles
Forvelic- will be the cafe, it muft, frequently happen  that . the price ‘of
Cying the  ar.meal will fink below that rate. On the otticr hand, when,
™ from  any accidental failure of crop abroad, the price fhould
- ¥ife thefe to twelve fhillings per boll, the price'in ‘our home-

. market would be raifed to thirtcen fhillings ; and fo on of high-
e prices. . By this means the bounty, while it affords no cffec-
 tual relicf to the farmer.in plentiful years, will only tend to et

" hance the price at home, without any neceffity or uility on o-

" ther occafions. .1 fay without any utilty, becaufe according o thi
 fuppofition, the high price at home'will not in many cafes br
. fo much influenced by the deficiency of our own crops, as by

that all the beneficial purpofes propofed . by the Vbou'nty,: that of

"'So that if_the, plenty of grain is produced it

: pr'ice‘foi"it at another time, though their crop fhould  be more.

* “happen, that, in confequence of ‘2 fudden demand from abroady public re-

 ters, according to this
8 "p‘énri'y‘ below the prohibited price, -they would continue to ex-

| < price abroad: was. i | :
| But in confequence of that great exportation in'a Acanty year,

-

~ came ‘apparent.”: On -many accounts,” howeve1, “the: Englifh
~could not be fubjected to fuch inconveniencies from' this caufe as been yet
* Scotland: would be liable to. -The mdrket for wheat, the prin~'

ty at one time, and as unproportioned ‘a fearcity at anothers 2 !

“ﬁd;igh'lc')f grain left in the coqntrj"foff the fupport of its inhabi- ; D
- tants ; the price of courfe muft rife tllllt{hoald come to the rate ~
| - ' at which importatiof.is permitted ; and it might thus happen that
“'the fame grain, which .in’ the ‘beginning of :the feafon was eXe, -
|- ported, and a bounty paid for it, would in the end of the feafon =
- be reimported for our own ufe. ot i

cipal article of export from England, is much more fteady than = =
~“that for cat-meal from Scotland would be 3 on ‘which account St

Ll
that of our neighbours s it may therefore happen thiat our farm- _
ers 'will on fome occafions receive -a - very high price for their

ain when they have an abundant, crop, and a much lower '

fcanty 3 by which

ineans they would have an unfcéfohqbl%:’yplén#- .
crcumftance that could not fail to be attended with very bane-

ful confequences. - Let any other rate of fixed ‘bounty be pro- .
pofed, and the {ame confequences will be found to refult fromit. . * "~
" ~raERE is ftill ong other inconvenience  that | refults from all And ..

.‘ ihﬁdr{ablé bounty, that deferves to be taken notice of.:As the glogligan ‘ J
quantity exported appears thus to depend rather on the price a- unnecef>. |
“broad than on the amount of ‘our own crop, it muft frequently

et ap D

{ary drain
, from the,
great quantities might ‘be thipped offy even ina vfcgmty‘?fcafon‘,- vemue: 1.
before that fcar‘citybgivas‘p‘erc‘eived, fo as to raife the price above . G
the rate at which exportation is prohibited ; ‘and as the expor~ ©
: : {yftem, -would be entitled to: receive the

full bounty, even when' the price-at: home . was but one half-

“port a5 faft when it was at that rate, ‘as at any other, if the - o
; fuch as to afford them a :profpect. of profit- . N

‘it would come at length to be difcovered, that there wasnot e~~~ {
ok

R A S

THIs is an evil of which the Englith ‘have. often ch?laiﬂed,‘ Thxs evil
~ although they have not hitherto been able to difcover any better has been
~¢ure for the diforder, than’ to enact temporary laws, by Which‘%:gjlr;nd,.
* exportation has been for a time prohibited ‘when' the' danger be- but no red

O
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“the bounty may with fafety be placed lowes, in proportion to its
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vwlue, than for n‘f:al which will dlmmlfh the tcmptmon

"This

~with fome ‘other inconveniencies. ot necc{im’y to be here eny.

~merated, :{hould make the : leglﬂators for Beotland cxtremc]y
(,(uefu}, 1f pﬁfiblc, to wdopt fom» contrzvmce Ly Whu.h thcfe e
vzls may be obviated. . D o

. Thele
e"‘li‘*tb duab le faving: to- the revenue,. by the:imple contrivance of
mioan c

‘removed  SFan tmg, mﬁead of a fixed: bounty, one that. Ahould vapy xﬂ\!’ays

‘the boun- af"eltua the
1y dcpend

ut '1[].

1 mw K31\
the mai=
ker-}n ice
of yrain.

prices in forewn mmkets, and pzoportion the oy
-ty to: thefe prices,” as:iw the: foregoing examples ;' but that is ngt
ncceﬁary ‘A much better rule would be, to make thc rate of. the
beunty vary. accordmg to the f°lhng price-in our:oven. market;

" of our own crop, and next upon the malket-pmcc abroad. -
‘our crop is no ‘more than fufficient to {upply the-hgme- demaind,
the price  will not fall extmmely low “however low. the price

“be felt in cur own mark.,ts. It is fit therefore. that an’ thefe 0C-

- markets, without tao much 1a1ﬁlg the price at-home; But ifthe

iy finks as the price rifes. to-a certain rate,! e*cpc:ymtlon Wouid

’m rays take place when. it Was neceﬁ'ar}r ‘and:. op: no other occa-

o ﬁou.
}‘m enqui-

ryinto thé “would fCC“n to be a're afoxnble bounty, and how 1t ought 111

Jrropor- equuy to vazy in plOpOl’UOll 1o the prlco SRE
tionthat *
onght to, . 1T appears. reafonable, that-no. att"m')t ﬁmuld be mkl,dc“to

;’M‘““ (;» raife the price of. grain higher than ¢ he medmm rate.
-tween the

markets
})’1‘ ;‘:30;“(1 bounty ouo ht not to. exg:eed the am@unt of the charsgs neceﬁ"ax)
The rate of L0 CAIFY it to a fozmgn markst. . Tlom thefe. dam, it will fo]low,

“bounty, fo that wha,n _oat-meal- fella for: twelve ﬂnllmgs and ﬁxpcnce per
as to _[)r0~

I fo, it

alone, not. to mention the fmaller chance of gatting. the d;ﬂrefs'_
~of . the country {o: qmckly known, {o -as to' ebrrin a- 1emedy’

“aLL thele’ evﬂs mmnt be. effe&ually obvmt\,d W;th & conﬁ-‘

}lv m'll qccaramg to the emgcncy of the cafe 3 being hxcrheﬂ: ‘when grajp
no ‘the’ ‘
«ratu: of 18 chéap, and-loweft- when de oIt would beian enqlcf‘; tafk to

for-this. price, . it is plain, muft firft depend upon. the abundange
gl
-abraad may be but if thereis: faore than can: be confumed ilt.
ho'ne, ‘then; and not till then; the low: priea abroad: will begm f0

-cafions the. bounty thould be fuch as to force aur corn into thefe

bounty gmduall) encreafcs as the price decreaf‘*s, and-ag gradu— ‘

To illuftrate t‘ns, letus cndeavom to 4fcmtam what s 7

W 111 fo’low, thm WhLﬂ L}“e pﬂ"c rifes to that' medlum rate, ‘the

dm ¢ the boll tne bount;y thould: not exceed one- ﬂullmg ands ﬁxpence s as
f ‘dv the ﬁrﬂ: (of 'thefe, has ‘been. already fixed'as” the, medium price, W
effe k. .and the I"z{’c the: averagc chalge of frexght, &c, tp o folegg'n, ma.rkct. ,

‘ su PPOSE ﬂfo it {hould b\., in. guncral adm1tt‘.d that exporta-

‘ ‘betwecn 13 s. and 12 8. 6 d..

EU]

ixcn ough
ofour{een ﬁullmgs per b6l 5 it is conﬁﬁent with: réafon, and< ;

votild perfcc”tly agtée with the fpitit of our’ cornslaws; to- m:ﬂ\e
thé bodty ghdually decteafe as the price fhould:vifey foasto
fall to notﬁmg at all b# forn 1t rcached the mte ate wl cn cxpor- L ’

W

[

\ l

tation ceales ertirely. SRROTORVE SN ‘ . |
“ON thefe prmmples it wOuld fecm qmte conﬁﬂent wnh eqmtyz

and fouitd policy; to make the ‘bounty fall fixpenice for every

ﬁxpénce pei boll ‘thdt the price in thie home—mﬁ'kct ﬂ;Ouln rife s

at” which rate fhe puce"aﬁid thé: bodhty Wwould \my 45 fo]lows s

Viti when the: ph‘lce is twelve [‘mllxhgs,and fixpeiice per bolly the\*

i bounty fhioiild béton€ {hﬂlmg aHd ﬁxnente,——when the puce role
aiove tWélvé {huhrigs and fixpernce, and did'not exceed thirtecn

ﬁnlhngs, the batfity {hould fall to'oné ﬂnlhng* when it rofé above:
thitteen {}*1111 ags, and did tot; exceed 'thirteen fhillings and fix«

i pence, th\, b@uﬁty fliould be onlyfﬁXpence  rand wher it 10{‘* tot‘k

No il

fourreen fhillifips,  expbrtation to be éntirely pm.muted :

¥ it-be allbwed thit thie rite of the bounty ought to demeqfu i
23 th‘e pric\, vifes abaw the medium mfe, it will be m“jouwle to’
deny that it ‘ought o rife in- pmpertx(m as the price ﬁnks bblow"
that mediusn rate; 1f we hope to prefgtve  the m’xﬂ’ef price‘of

: grdm ahvajrs V'*ry néai' the medlum {’tandald price &y vhiech is t‘w{‘ = RN
i gfe;zt 6bje& that bho‘ht néver to bé lofL ﬁffht of i regul‘ztmo the*’

commeérce of gran. Thig being gfahted w‘e are léd to. conc’ucL y

that thié amount of - the bouhty gmnted on expoztauon, ought to

be propdrtloned tﬁ tué price; as m ‘the Io‘lowmg table i

Wheﬁ mt—meqi is: 1t of above u' s par boll ex“ortatiOh p*om-
F biteds i

betweeﬁ i4s. 6 do ahd 13 s. expoxtation pf‘rmltth \thhOut any
s bounty s : ; :

between 13 s. an({ 13 5. 6 d a bounty of ﬁxpencepfr boll to oe "(

qranted on ekportatlon 50 b
3 bouvty of 18, pw dnto;

| bettheen 142 6. 6.d. and 12 s. " ditto’ of 1 5. 6 d. per chtto, S
between 14 ssdfld’ 118, 6 d. |- ditten of 2 6 per dittoy
between 11 s: 6 dvand ris, ditto of 2 5.6 d. per dxtto 3
 between 11 5. and 108.6d. - ditto of 3 s, per ditto; .
between 10s. 6 d. and 105, ditto of 35. 6d. per dmo P
between iosi and:gs. 6 d. - inditto. of 4. per ditto .
between 9 8 6d.;andg s, ditto - of 45,6 d. per-ditto s
and when at or: unuer 95, »“’;d_igto of 5 s.per boll (a)

(“) IT would be morc equmble, and Would more e‘ﬁ&ually lmure

C a2

t to be enmely plo}nl-lted aftét the pnce at-Home. 1ofc :

.fquh\vn‘l '
refpedt to

Tm:

thﬁlt of

tiig e

-
v rr—
e et

A

oats and.”

roaf- mLaI

“if SLO€~ o
1a nd :

y o~
e e e

e o e et B Y ey AT
e S g ———
g e b e e e



o e ey

“i"“f‘*fa

tothe plan
- here pro-
pofed for
.regulating
the a- -
mount of
the boun-
“ty in all
cafes.

e

‘Anfwer,

Thisplan
would efs
" fectually -
- remove a
very ma-
terial de~
“fe@inthe
cor n—laws
wlnchhas
never vet
been ob-
" via te’l. o
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'Ob_]eétxon o :
regulatmg the bounty upon equltable pr1nc1ples, {oas to make it k
prove at all times beneficial to every order of cmzens, at a fmall [ |
L It is not, however,
1 b"fom ':defeéfts in the -mode of, proporttonlng that bounty, whn.h

I 20 1

THE above is: the ‘beft plan that at prefent occurs to me for

expence to : the fitk," W1thout being partrally favourable to any,
‘ones but I doubt much. if it will meet with the approbatlon of
any one order in the community. The air of novelty that it
“bears,  will dxfplcafe fome ;- the apparent extravagant rate of the

“bounty plopofed in fome cafes, will fr 1ghten others; the care that -

is taken to'guard agamft very. Tow. prxces on any. occa.ﬁon,\ will
dtfgu{t a third party ; and the equal attention that is beﬁowed to

_prevent prices from ever rifing extravagantly hrgh will make the
“plan be contemptuouﬂy re]eé’ted by a fourth. . But’ reafon is for
‘1o party; and therefore will naturally be oppofed by. the p"u"trfans
“of every fide.

‘Hoping: therefore: that thefe obfervatrons may
come to be re-confidered in fome future pcrlod when e},pertence

~tfhall have in part cenﬁrmed or refuted the Ju{’cnefs of the prmc1-
‘ples on which - they are . founded rather than entertaining any ‘

fanguing ex pe@tatron of this 1nﬂuence at’ prefent, 1 calmly pro-

- ceed to point out fome of the beneﬁts that would accrue from . :

this fyﬁem of legtﬂatlon, {hould it ever be adopted.
1 wouLD wiih to obviate all the above exceptlons, becaufe

: I believe they may feverally occu1 to ‘many 1nd1v1duals who are

aé’tuated by the befl intentions. ; To thofe who are ftartled Wlth v
the novelty of the propofal no other anfwer needs be given, but

;merely to. beg that they will lay -afide - therr prejudices, and
-calmly’ conﬁdet whether the propofal is in itfelf reafonable or

‘not. Every nnprovement that the’ expertence or 1ngenmty of

man fucrrrcfts on the p:a@clce of his forefathers has the fame ob-

_]eé’clon to encounter 3 yet no man will fay ¢ that this ought to de-

ter ds from endeavourlng to make ftill greater 1mprovements
~ than are yet known.

Among all the polmcal innovations of

'modern trmee, none was: more bold or more contrary to thev
o general 1deao of fupe1ﬁ01al obfervers, than the grantmg abounty
~at allon the exportatlon of gram 3 as it apparently encouragesa' :

commerce that 1eems natm ally calculated to. enhance, inftead of

lowermg

. a fteady market prlce, to dxmlmfh the bounty ﬂ:ll more than in the above
. table When pnces are lngh and to make it ﬁlll lngher when the p1 ices
. are low; bat thisI dare not at ptef'ent propofe.
L kind muft be gradually prepare ed for‘ it, before. they could percewe
’ thc utrhty offuch a reculatlon in 1ts full force. RO ~

| K overlooked U el

: ‘:ymarket, there w1ll be little temptatron to export to other’ coun— i

The minds of man- )

r[\ 2'1

1awer1ng the prxce of ‘grain. Yet the expeuence of near a
ccntury has now {h0wn, that thofe who reafoned otherWIfe were
nght ; and England enjoys the frutts of that hberal reafonmg,
furprrﬁng that experrence {hould difcover

dld not occur to the ﬁr{t propofers of that law, ;but it would be he

not.a little furpnﬁng if. thefe improvements {hould be now, dlf- Lo

regarded merely on account of their. novelty .' : x
CtHAT the propofed amendment is. ent'rely confonant to the

fpmt of that 1aw‘ which ortgmally granted a bounty on the ex-

portatlon of corn, W,lll not be denled by any attentlve obferver

The bounty was ev1dently 1ntended to help our grain, to ﬁnd a

market in.years- of great plenty, wuhout depreﬁing the prrce to

an unreafonable degree ‘and although it'may, on forne extraor-

dmary emergenc1es, accordrng to'the, prefent mode of grantmg

that’ bounty, be the caufe of ralﬁng the prlce in'our home—market

hlgher than it otherwrfe would have been, this ar1fes entn'ely

from an overﬁght in our legrﬂator which ought to be corre@ted ‘

and not from any defe& in the m{’tltutron 1tfelf It was evi-

dently the 1ntent10n of that law to prevent ‘a8 much as poﬁlble, S

pnces from rlﬁng very, hrgh in times of fcarc1ty 5 with which

view the bounty is not only wuhdrawn when prlces are hlgh but

' exportatton 1tfelf is entxrely prohlbrted But if it'is not only re«a-—;
/| fonable to wrthdraw the bounty, but is alfo neceﬁ'ary to prevent ex~

portatlon entnely, _when ‘the prices nfe to a certain’ rate furely
it would be. prudent to diminifh the temptatlon to export grairl
before it ‘came ‘to that hlgh prtce and every perfon muft be
fenﬁble of the" abfurdtty of grantmg to-day a very hlgh bounty
on exportatlon, although the grarn is conﬁderably above the
medtum pnce, and to-morrow, when the prrce has not . rtfen
above a’ penny hlgher, Vthat the llberty of exportmg, and ‘the
Power of demandmg the bounty, {hould both fall toovether. T his
~,ﬁll‘¢ly could never have been fo long permttted had 1t notbeen

'SHOULD it be fard that when prrces are hlgh in the home-

tries, becaufe 1t is probable the prices may not be fo h1gh in
thefe markets’ as' to' ‘indemnify the merchant for the’ charge of
*traufportlng it to “thefe’ forexgn markets.‘ ‘T anfwer, that thls
‘may be fometlmes the cafe ‘but ‘that the bounty prevents thisin
_as far as 1ts amount But when there is @’ fcarmty in forexgn i
SRR D U ST AR e T markcts‘
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n’nrkets at the fdme tlme that the fe.afmty is felt at ht)me, it iy
evidént thid do:afequences may bé vety pre]uchcml
wdl prove thits tirideniable.” ‘
SUP‘P'ost-! that, ‘confequéﬁée df 3 genele fcafcity through.
- _dﬁt ﬁuropé’, the pi‘lce of ' it ineal fhowld be itl the markets 4.
broad af thlrt en ﬂulhngs per boll and that Sc“ofléfnd fhould Thavs
had' fuck 4’ crop a8 was qlite fufhment to fupply 1 its whole ifilias
;bltants, and no moré At that‘ mt‘e, were noﬂe}tpmt 1on to take

An example

notbé affécted by the. forewn pr' és.
g fhllhngs and ﬁxpence perboli be rantecf in all cafes when fhe prlce
“did ot amount to fourteen fhtlbngs perbolf merchants would thié
" be tempted to’ expor a bf"e € deal; a% they '.W uld, in thls cafe, be ,
able o draw. fourteen fhlfhng per. boIl ’ln a ‘.forelgn mamct. '
I confequence of this conﬁcferable‘ 'exportatlon, the pnces, after
‘5'fome tlme, would be raxfed : 11hngs 5 but
tbwards the end of the feafon, the',fdeﬁelency oecaﬁoned by the
o e‘yportatlon in the begmmng, Wouid bé felt, an'd then pnces ou.id‘
- rife {o high, 'as fo pay ! for brmglng it . fr m forelgn coun‘_tnes.‘
' ‘Thus, 1hﬁead of twelve {hlllfngs and ﬁxpence per, bOH’.W}uCH it
would, have been at but for the , hlgh bounty anci* < on’
o occaﬁoﬁed by 1t, the pl‘lCC mlght be 1a1fed perhaps to feventeen
_’-‘01 etghteen {hllhngs per boll For the prlce at Iaft would &e-
. pcnd entlrely on’ the rate 1t was feﬂmg fer at the t1me 1n fo-
~'1e1gn markets. R v
. BUT if the bounty hed been regufated as in. the table above;
thefe Inconveniéncies coufd not have been felt almoﬂ: at all.- In
» confequence of the very it demand for. exportatlon, the. prtcc
- would | have been ralfed '\bove twelve {hllhngs and ﬁxoence at
~which nte, a bounty of one {hﬂtmg perboll only eould h'we becn
demanc ed: .but thh ‘this bounty the merchant could only receive
E twelve ﬂnﬂmgs and ﬁ}.pence clear 1n the foxelgn market And his
}proﬁt bemg

! ftegulatlon wonld appear 1nconteﬁrbly ev1dent : but as ¢ '1ny read"r |
- of the, mo{’c moderate capacity can compare;, the effeéts.of a fix-
:ecl bounty in every cafe, W1th that fuggcﬁed in the above table,

: though it mxght often happen, ‘that 1t Would be neceﬁ'ztry to’
‘fupply the deﬁcxe'xcy occaﬁoned by an’ ‘over-gx poxtatlon,‘”

v
'.htgh,
[ {cheme propofed m the new Corn—

I

1 leave itas 2 Flﬂ.XlS for h;m,{'elf fuppoﬁnu that. the genexal ~fa& '
15 fuﬁimently demonfhated by the above. e;{ample. RIS -

7o thofe. who are flartled by the apparent gre'ttn..fs of the It wou‘l)‘d'
rove L
bounty on fome oecaﬁons, and who may. from thenee 1nfcr, _thgt Pr

;- great {‘a

it wqgld becomc extre*nely burdenfome to the teven e; I would ving to’:

uue
take place when the prlce': Wexe extlemely ]ow 3 thmg tnat can
but; yery feldom happen, and muft be of fhort _ntmuanee
,wheneven it {hould accxdentally occur. TFor if a very moc‘.erate
c),portatlon were. to take place on thefe occaﬁons, ‘the pnee, in
confequence of that: exportatlon, WOuld g adually be raifedy and
with it would fall the rate of! ‘the bounty Any ong: who be{tows .
bt a very ﬂmht attention to the pricesin Scotland for many years -
pa[t “will eaﬁly fatlsfy}hxmfelf that, by the 'nd of a bounty near-
ly equal to what 15 hie 'e'propofed it would not perhaps be ' once :
in twenty years {o'loy or at leaﬂ: ‘below! ten {huhngs per boll
:md 1 myfelf am 1 o giuch "convmced that thxs would be’ found to
be the cafe m:p a&lce that unlefs 1t had been for ihewmgr thc

| “equity’ of the prmmples on Wthh thls table 1s | con{’tru&ed |

{hould hardly have extended 1t below ten {htllmgs. It then we
have reafon to. fuppofc, that grain WOQtd feldom be below that ‘
prieey: it mufk follow, . that the bounty, when at.the very high+
ceft ‘Tatg, Would only be one fhtlhng lngher than ‘that ‘which

is ptopofed in all cafes, by the pxefeqt b;ﬂ So far, thelcfore,
‘would this plan be from fquandermg the’ pubhc TgVEnue,. that I
thmk one of its prm(:lpal advantages would be. that of faving a
great deal of money thqt would, be. pnneceﬂ'artly expended by
the propofed law. .For as there would be, accordmg to thatbill,
can’ equal temptatlon to- export gxam When ‘at thli‘tGCl‘l’ ﬂulhngs

‘and tenpence as ‘when at ten ﬂnlhngs, it mxght be' concluded
“that' exportatxon would cqhaliy take place at ali thefe’ prtceo; al-

by a .
e-1mportation. “But ‘a8 there could be no- empti’x-}- ’
1 ﬂunglexportatmn t00 far when ‘pricgs are
,_that more would be exported by | the
‘ill “than by the othet} ’._,‘:,h;;
. 28; the bonnty on, ,eyery bpll _m _the, ﬁrft cafe,

would.. be fwo -
rage. bounty, in. the othet eafe,‘

"Would pot he much,)_ o €. than.\one {hulmg and. ﬁxpenee, therﬁ is

the greateﬂ: reafon to beheve, that not one. half of the revenue

the 1eve~

beg: leave to fusrgeﬁ, sthat the hlg‘n rate. of bounty could onl ly ey

= e et

'wouldr :
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S is’a thmg melely arbltrax Ys. that ‘may be. permanently raxfed 0
o preﬂ'ed in any country, almoft 2 at’ pleafure 7b'ut h Apxly for mankmd A
. this is a'm‘atter of much greater dxﬁiculty than he '{'eems to appl‘e' "

[24]

would be expended in puttmg th1s plan in executxon, that- would
be requn‘ed annually,lf the propofed bill fhould pafs intoa law (a)
inanfwer tothe next ob_]e&mn, that, by this regulatlon, prices
wouId never be o low as they ‘have fometimes, been known on
Former occaﬁons (b) The fa& is acknowledged and it 1 belie-
ved ‘that | every 1mpart1a1 pe'rfon will admit, that many ‘would be
the benefits that would refult from hence to: “the' community.
Et thmk myfelf a foe to humamty 5 yet I am fo fenf ble of
: - : e the

(a) But 1f' the bounty {hould to {’ome appear ﬁlll too hlgh by thzs

o fcheme, it mlght be’ made a. httle lower, _w1thout any. other difad
-ﬂvantagc accruing from i it, fave only that the prices in our home-mar-

ket would be fubje& to. greater varlatlons, merely by makmg the

: fbounty rx('e ﬁxpence for every eightpence of fall:in, the price of meal ;

at. wh)ch rate, the proportwnal bounty. would be as undet‘.

' wnEN the puce was, from fourteen ﬂnlhngs to thirteen ﬂnllmgs '

. and fourpence, exportanon to be perm1tted thhout bounty

‘,from 135, 4d to 125. 8d a bounty of 6d per bol}to‘be

- allowed ‘ SR

; 'ﬁom 125 84 to 12 s,

' from 12 s.to T1s. 4d. _ TS
. from 11s. 4ds to 10S.: 8d SE e
. from 105, 8d. to 10s. ,;:,;; S
. _from 108, to 9s ad. -
~from 9s. 2d. to 8s. 8d
from 8s.’ Sd to 8s. b )
~'~Z~from 8s to all lower pr lces.

“xs. 6, per ditto,
a8, per ditto

3s. per dltto :
3. 6d. per ditto.
- 4. per ditto.

THTS alteratmn mxght be agreed to, not as an amendment, but the

,‘ﬂf{revex fe. - It might, however, be adopted rather than lofe the. amend-
aent altogether. One ftep towards nnprovement is always fometlung
; gamed

othexs in txme would follow

(6) THE author oF ‘I'/Joug/Jtr rejjbec’img z‘be propoﬁd Corn éz// &C-

| \ 4to, Edmburrrh 1777, imagines that many benefits would accrueto
: Scotland, . 1f the p1 ice “of oat-meal {hould be \always at, or below ten
hat the pnce of gram
“de-

He feems alfo to thmk,

: ﬂlxllmgs per boll

"'hend o : :
THERE are, no doubt, fome fertlle fpo

lmgs per boll

the many mconvemencxcs tlnt re

, ncfe of prlcc, v
“{ociety,. or. tlnt ought to be (‘Udldbd agdmﬁ: with greater care,

'eult to refute,
‘puces are fo agreeable in 1dea, to thofe who wou;d pockct thev _

’ dency,

as pet\ﬂant and impertinent. . ,

dltto of s per dltto. o
be unneceﬁ"ary to enter into that dxfcuﬁion. :

“2s.6d. per ditto, k
.?§4s 6 d. per dltto :

lmgs per boll, there would be a neceflity of abandoning all “thefe ghonld pafs

“1agement ‘would be’ mven fm rear mg wheat. ‘

’ ‘oats, upon a good foil, is ahcady fo great, asto be a iuﬂicnent temp- R
‘ tation for rearing as ‘much Wheat as is poﬂiblc, on foﬂs that are pro- . '

‘Sdotland, m Whlch lf . per for producmg that kmd of grain.
»

z‘be rents were propcrly dmmztﬁ)ed ‘oats” mlght be reared at ten fhil-
But alL the gram that thefe fpots could produc‘z' ;
WO“

“/reared by good mana(rement, ata moderate c'(pence, it often hap- L
pens that it would requue an expencc equal to what mlé,ht be fufli-:
" cient to purchaie the foil in perpetulty, to brmg it to a ﬁatc (.ap'lblc L

: [ 25 j P ' a ’ o B
cfult from an unreafomble low« _
$hat 1 know of; nothmp th'u is more permuoue to

unlefs it be an mordmate hwhnexs of pnee, thch is equ t‘ly ;
prov1ded agam{t in the ptopofed phm.. RS :

1 aN afraid t‘)at th° laﬂ objeékion,: thoubh not the moﬁ d {T‘
wxll be. the moft . diflicult to . overcome. », hlgh‘

money, if it could be obtamed that the moft foplu{hcal argu-
ment, when it feems to point that way, a{’"umes the mafk of 1
Reafon hmfelf, and reafonq, wheu they have am oopoute ten- .
althomh fuppmted by the certainty of | demonftr ‘mon,\'f
are too apt to. be d1ﬁegarded as dull and ﬁ.upzd or ﬁxgmauzed

It 'vondd

_ALTHOU GH it thould be poﬂlble to keep the pmceq at aH
tlmes very high, 1t would adlmt of adoubt how far it Wouxd be. :;,;(‘;‘3‘”

beneﬁcml even to men of hnded pioperty, to have it fo 5 but if vent it -

o from ever
Iﬂnllb\, able to ﬂxow, that the proPofed bill, ‘even if allowed to ‘becoming
pafs in the foxm its warmei‘t advocates wifh for,

Would not keep intoler-
the prices iz gmem[ fo. hxgh as by the plan here pxopofed xt will ably high;

AT whatever rate the nnportauon-pnce be ﬁxed 1t hqs been and wonld
. thus pre-

o v R i’hown, vent the
?lCat va-
would be far from bemg fufﬁcxent to fu{’cam the whole of ti ¢ inhabi. riations of

tants of Scotland § i and as the gr eateﬂ: pmt “of i the oats that {'uftam price that
our inhabitants at prefenit, are rear ed upon foils that could not ad: f:l‘:(:lf;a[);
mit of bemg caltivated, uniefs the price of ;oats be rather above the expected -
medmm pr ice than below it, fhould the pnce be reduced to ten fhil- ;)‘()?;l:i g :;{
barren foils by the plou&rh, and our inh: ab1tants would then be redu- into alaw;
ced: to the neceﬂity of dependmg on fmezon nations for thexr br ead- '
corn the confequenccc of which have been aheady enumerated

“HE thm}"s, that by thm lowcnng the prlce of oats, grcatet encou-
Bat the (uperlm pro-'

fit th at ar ifes from a crop of wheat, when compared with a Cmp Of_-

He is not pel haps awme, that' -
on'moorifh, rude foils,” upou which to!emble crops of oats could be -+

_of rearing abundant cr ops of whcat.
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' : [ j C o 1 higher bounty than that wlnch is . therem plopofed becaufe:
fhown, tlnt the prlce in the home-market can’ nevcr b | without this. aid the hlgh 1mportmon~mte, Juppofir ng it Lau[d be
| enced by it, wben our own produce is f ﬁczem‘ to: m ° mﬂu. feﬂuﬂ”y aa'bered t0, - would be of no avail.. "There is no doubt,
S our z;zimbztmzu 3 and i > 1n confequence of the higl amtam all however, that if 1mportat10n could be effe&u'ﬂly plohblted till
‘ - ment given in ye'zr., of fcalclty, much more cornI%hloerll;obumge- mt-meal rofe’ to fixteen ﬂnlhngs per - boll, and if an adequate .
. duced than was fufficient for that purpofe, it ll bu ¢ pro- bounty were granted the price mxght be effe&ually raxfed to the -
' ‘in forelgn markets that” will’ regulate I;he ;10 il be the price rate plopofed ‘But what would be the amount of that bounty?
' the 1mPortat10n-rate The author of an Eﬁl m;;g}lce(; azd not g From the data already given, it w1ll be. iound ‘that the bounty,
he - ‘
o ‘argues with the greateft keennefs for ralﬁny th orn /a'w:; to keep our oat-meal con{’cantly as. hwh as fourteen Qullmgs,/
meal in Scouand which he thinks. will be fﬁl eﬁ?pigtce of oat- " | Could not be lefs than feven fhillings 'md fixpence . pm boll (a).
ing the impor mtlon rate at ﬁxtcen thilling ' cue cd by fix- - § A rate that o fober man would feuouﬂy propofe 3 cfpecially
\ .quence of this h;gh przce, “he’ argues th tg s per bo In confe- when it is conﬁdered ‘that this. extmvagant bounty. could - only
: encoulaged and” more and more oi; ; zgucultme wquld be . be granted with. a view to benefit one {mall part of tbe commu—v
e proved ‘He is very right in attrlbutmou; ? rren waftes be.im-  § th, at the expence, “and to the ruin “of all the reft. I
gl . of Prlce, fuPPOﬁnw it fhould take Ph(;ge 1;:tiﬁe?8 t;') the rife  § THE rearing of corn is no doubt a manufa&ure from Whlch As 1;(1 o
i 1€ has 1o ' . ¢
§ L . tell us who is to. pfxy that ] pru,'e. If Scotl;;nd at refent I'g(()it o ‘ proﬁt, ina commercxal view, may be drawi, 1n ‘proper circum- 3’:‘1‘1 o
E as much grain as is fu‘ﬁment to maintain all i produces -~ §  flances, in the’ fame manner as for any othe1 “manufaCture. propofe
i | ‘an mdmaly year, it follows, that it Woﬂulz ﬂjts 1nh'\b1tants in But as 1t would be vam to hope for makmg any ‘nation- thrwe Z‘;t‘;: »
J% . than was- neceﬁ'ary for that Purpofc the hm producc more - g by encouragmg a manufa&ure for whmh thele is not a general Scotland,
{IE ) - therefore be more abundﬂ.ntly fupplied 1 thafl to me-{{n arket will - . § demand and Wh1ch rnu{’c at all tlmes be fold belovv prime cofts :f;ﬁlz
' o . |
b s not the way.to raife the prlce here. A 1if at pre ent; Whlch ¥ and as it is plam that thls muﬁ: always be the cafe with regald cotumer-
EL (ol ral higher in Scotland than in many otgerl Zatt -m; g‘ be in gene-- / ; to the. commerce of oats ‘or oa'r—meal frorn Scotland, ,nothln.g '&a:bzl‘i"
}E ... notto be fup})ofed that the inhabitants of ti ;S ¥ ur0pe, itis J - could be ‘more ab{'urd than an attempt 'to encourage  that ma- ¢y fhould |
R -+ gree to give that high ¢fe countries will - | nufaé’cure mercl ina commercial view. Itis for our prefer‘vm’wn ouly be
il . g prlce forit.. Who then i is to take thi . > J. adepted
U; - ‘ Ofdmaly quantity of- gr'un oi? the farmer’s hand isextra- : altme, and. for prov1dmg a 1caf0n'1blc fecuuty againft Want, or to pre- |
gi' - tant rate he propofes ? it is plain that no Zn:n ilat the exorbi- exorbitant prices of the neceﬁaues of hfe, that we can,. confift- fi‘c'i"es"“f, i
| : 5o - e P
i‘;@f By the it, unlefs fuch a high bounty is granted as tc?v lf agree to take | " ent with the - diCates of prudence, glve fuch: mbh/ eneourage- fom |
}ij plan pro- relgn mquet at their own price, while the'f orce it to'a fo-- | ment to ‘that manufadture, as all ranks of . perfons at plefent are ﬁeafﬂl '
'I‘i gfgr‘}ci: .1eee1ves the high price propofed t’o be glvenehxi:me%m Scotland { - willing to admit is reafonable. Ally therefore, that {hould in
i (Bill, 101:— een already thewn, that if the bouney Propofedy ut asithas | our c1rcumﬁfmces, be attemp*ed, is to fecure to. the farmel a -
ne: ! nz. - ' ;
iﬂ conld fiot 11“"43 and fixpence per ‘boll were granted, it. mlght fr:zvo ﬂnll B reafonable price, and fready - dethand for his . plo'hlce, that he P
| Rﬁ k,e.}ft o happen that our farmers would be - -obliged to fell th: (Iuent)’ | may be encouraged always to- rear zbund"mce to. fupply the - :
jf freadily - nine ﬂnl]mg per boll 3 e1r grain at - ' N ; R : : - home- E
s high ;" it follows, that. the : ' ' e-. ,
‘ ’é Ps fm%l-' not be effeCtual for enﬁ.rm the high PrOPOfed blll would « (a) '1'1~1s is upon the {'uppoﬁuon, that the p1 ice’in forcwn m'\rkets
! iteen fhil- . g gh prlces that are ex ef} d i B 3‘
- ‘ e
AT R s per rom 1t. And as,. by the fcheme hele f p ; {hould rever be’ below elght thillings  per boll. But, even.in the pre- .
Hloll, © ﬁve ﬂnlhngs is a]lowed if ever the n p{1h0po ed, .3 b"u“tf N 1 - fent ﬁtuatxon of affairs, the pr ice is often below that rate; and if Bri~ . |
i “}'1‘;1:“;'“ nine ﬂnllmgs, it follows, that the P ce. thould fall fo low as ' | 'tain fhould force their grain . in great quantltles into rhefe markets, |
id ) . RS
'z of a boun- tually kept up by thu, ff‘heme d grlces ‘would be more eﬁec- ~ they would be fo -over ‘ftocked by it, that the prices would of neceﬁxty APORE
tﬁl yoffe- . g thofe who Chpe@c o de han by the prOPOfed bill. ol AL very ‘much be;ow that rate; fo that a ftill hlghm bonmy would P
| ﬁ rl:l‘:‘?l‘i}l‘d ‘pofe d bill, m the wa iF ;‘VC gl‘eat advanm ges. from the pro- N become neceﬁary ~In that cafe, it is probable that a bounty of ten |
W ixpence ‘ugued Conﬁﬁcnt] Zl raifing the price of  oatsand oat-mea} ' ég ﬁnlhngs per boll at Iea{% wmﬂd be neceﬂ'ary to producc the deﬁred R
i cleaft. Yo ley oucrht therefore to 1nf{‘t for a much 1 e&‘e& N ) D2 Lt o JNS |

I
i
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: i;(;ﬁ:; dlt:}z;’fnz(;e{g?jezizr;:; t};if{zz?tffﬂbr;i%ns.l '10 io more feems’ fulpnﬁng, that thofe who thmk this a matter. of for much
CInthe i d . ‘ elicial to the flate, ‘ m;portance fhould not have adverted, that, in the prefent ﬁtua-
reione does not appear . 1o me that. thofe who :favour the new § £ Br1tam as to the other corn-—ldws if 'the 1mportatlon-—
frate of Co n-bzll, ,n the hopes that it ‘will be the means of raifing the tion © fixed t G @ ;d of fxteen thills
fﬁ:t}?l“i price of oat. meal, 8c. have examined the opmauon of the pro | ate had been *ee | iy : ?gtee/n g‘%lééds_ . e L ‘1. Al 1 ‘_\m&i;

of grain pofed law with any lu‘xce of attentlon,‘ The rate of the boun.

o }\ +
;,(:ul:q;ff: tY Wh”vh could oniy eﬂe&uahy anfwer their purpofe, is fo

rially rai- much I‘C"lPaCd as hardly to be mentmncd in any of their pam< -

and the fame amhor is alfo unlucky s as the example of En<rland di-
celtly contradx("cs his reafoning: - The 1mpm‘tamon-iate in n.ngldnd
for wheat' was' originally” placed very high, " in comphance wiih

fed, even ﬂucts and the f

i the i N ’ - WY Mim " ldy on the lmportatxon-x ate alone (a) It ‘ re Ud‘CPa then gencrally entertamed of the fame kind with t‘mfe at

port-rate | - . : ‘ NS ‘f ] Al

fhonld be . .‘*5 e Pt Ly Cems refent current in Scotland. ‘But’ exper:cnce [howcd the futlhzy of

fixed ag | ’ this reafoning ; = and - the 1mportatmn- rate “has been 1owered from L

fistoon (a) THE autho; of' “An E[ﬁz) on 1/}5 ("a; - /a'ws, 8vo, Edmburgh four pounds tgo fonty cmht tillings per quarter nor do we: ﬁnd that ‘
our - :

 guineas 1777, feems to be one of the moﬁ fanguine advocates for this rife of .
per béllt‘ przce. Ar muné on that head, he obferves DRI 1) it be reafonable
) ~¢¢ when the riches of a couitry are brcat}} encreafed, that the propri-
& etms of }aml thoanld partzupatc the effeéts thereof, as well as other
¢ citizens, {and it ‘does not oecur how this can'be demed),\lt fo}lowe.
- « nufﬁ‘auly, that the pnces of - grain 'ought not to be always the ‘
., S fame, - I this was to be the ca{e, the landed men wonld ‘have rea- :
“ fon to crneve, in place of rejoicing, at the profpenty of theirc coun-
« ¢ try; they would be no better than mere beafts of burden to the tra.
¢ ding and manufa&urmg parts of this kmgdom ; the more the lattei’
‘f ﬂounﬁhed themore haldwould be thecondmon of the former Wh]iﬂ:
A the prices of other thmgs encrcafed in proportion to the richesof the
s coxmt:y, gt ain, the commodxty, or manufa&ure, or what you pleaf’e‘
e to call-it, by wlnch they live, w would always continue- the fame ;
« %nd thus thefe gentlemen, amidft the greateflt proipeniy of their
« fellow cmzens, would every day be becoming more poor, bec:m{e’
e wlnlft 1‘.1(:11' income contmued the" fame, they would have higher

e Wages to pay their fervams, and hlgher pnces to glve for all the § would not be admittcd as falrly deduced G T

¢ commedities they wanted.”” - s L. R deferves likewife to be’ obferved, the;t the;ie isa fatnrdl dxﬁl'e.‘
oTHIS author feems here to fo: get, th'{t akhough the 1*1cl.es of Eng— | rence between the value of oat-meal and wheat-flour, that no- poli-

Tand has been much encreafed within the lait hundred years;. and al. fy %
A thnugh the price of gram has even dacreﬂﬁd within that period; we - [k
. do not meet with any complaints -of ‘a_decline in the revenue of men
landed in'operty : his argnment, ,therefore, is contradl&ed by ex--
- per ience. : The tluth is, if farmers meet with proper markets, and
due encouranemem in other rml)eéls, 1hey will be a.ble to-pay ¢ ‘advan-
“eed rent‘;, alrhmmh they receive no greater price for each boll of
- their grain t ian formerly. “And if the farmcrs can pay an advanced '
 Tent, there isno danger that the landed gemlcmen will not obtainit. @10 the eﬁabhﬂxed jorder of thmg&

IR I‘ ‘guing *or a mfP of the mnportatmn -rate. Qt oat-meal in Scot-

the {fmalleft inconvenience has been felt from that alterauon. ", _

of oat- meal would be 1axfed in coniequence of the hlgh nnpmtatlon-

meal

,eop]e live as much upon oat-meal as they ! do in. geaeral in ﬁcodaud

peeple live ent:rely on ‘wheat:flour; rye- bread bemg very common in

et

| price in ‘any free: market than oat-meal : and in: the next: place,

 reared at an expence nearly fo fisall as oats ‘may be reared for.;, An

R o & , land they are m general {o rlch as to be able to afford to pmcha(’e it an{t‘il ’

C . . " . ) T - , » T, ) ‘ ;

| obtained. : In the firft place, flour is-univerfully prized as moft, de-
R licate and palatable, and’ therefore it will always feteh a geater-

rate contended for, is at the pams to enter into 2 compar:lon of oat- -
and wheat flour, with a view to fhow, that” the poor inScot- ‘
lan& could hve cheaper if the oat- meal Ihould be atfixteen fhillings
per: boll, . than thofe of England could do’ at’ the ordlnat‘y price of,
their wheat. . In. thls compan{'on he proceeds upon the fﬂppoﬁuon, 5
that all the people i in England eat only wheat-bread. ‘But it appears ~
from fadts produced by the well-informed author of the Comrtrd&s, .
pubh{hed many years ago, that in many countmes of England the -

and it is well known by every one who has’ been in {angland and
has attended to that mattel, that in’ very few places do the ordmarvf

| many other ‘counties : fo that:were the. matter in-point, hls arouments >

| tical regulatlon could ever entirely remove, where they can. both be

| wheat, in’ moﬂ: places, but efpee;ally ina bauen counuv, cannot be .

: attempt therefore to bring . the one.toa permanem price nearly e=

-qual to that of the other, muft always prove abartive, as, contrary o
If. therefore the. peop]e, in fome .-

; countxes in- England do in: general mt wheat bread, it is becaufe'

B N another part of his. eﬁ:ay, ‘the fame author, fuppoﬁnc the prxce

¢ R f Lo N . . . . . \ g . RS
B LR . - ! . . : e > Sl - - gy
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O Mtis thcre- -
 fore fool- wyriters for and’ agam{’c this bill have fhewed an-

" much an- feem to vrew 1t,

[303_

it could h'rve operated very httle in. raifing - the price of oat-meal
in Scotland 3 for as the- mtercourfe between Scotland and Eng-
‘ land is entxrely free with regard to the commelce of glam, ‘and
. as oats maybe 1mported into England when the price amounts to
- fixteen 1hillings per quarter, dbout eleven {hlllmgs our bolly and
, oat-meal apparently at alk txmes, Wlthout any limitation of price;
isit not plainythat if ever the market-pnce in Scotland {hould rife
a little above fixteen {hillings per quarter, we LOUld be. ahundantly

fupohed th 1ouch hngland although we could not 1mport any i

grain du‘ec‘lly from any ‘other place 2 - :

rrowM thefe conﬁderatrons, I cannot help: thmkmg, that all the
inordinate zeal
for a cucumﬁance, “that,’ accordmg to the light in which they
could be, in’ the’ prefent ftate of this country,

ifh to ex-
prels fo

» i’:ﬁ? Lge ~of very tmﬂmg 1mportance. And were it not from other confi:
;}:;;0 - derattons, that it.is perhaps tlnnecelfary hete ‘to explam, I would '

 the wiie thmk it a matter of no earthly concern, whether the Glafgow
:;i; f:f merchants Were to be 1ndulged in thelr favouute nnportatmn-

. gainft the 'rate of thzrteen {hillmgs md fourpence, or. Whether the’ other
bill ha‘ve party were to get it ﬁxed at ﬁxteen {hlllmgs per boll But 2

-d
hton the prices can never. be ver)r matenally af"eé‘ted by the 1mpor-
~ tation-rate, although fixed very. high; and as, in the prefent fi-

" tuation of Scotland, if the ‘prices were fixed very low, it might §

“give rife fo a very deftru&ive kind of corn-trade in fome cwfes,
efpecrally if an 1nvar1.1ble bounty at all exportation-prices were
‘granted, it would feem’ to be faferto: keep it pretty high, rather
" than to. make.it too lovy, dlthough, in- comphance with the pre-
: Judlces of the vulgar, it mig ght perhaps be’ plaeed a:little Jower
: than was or;gmally p10pofed in the blll but ‘in'tendernefs to the.

manufa&urmg i

thofe who are in mdlgent c1rcum{lances, 1f they cannot affoxdto B

pnrchafe Wheat-bread may have recourfe to the ‘cheaper ‘and more |
. defpifed, tnough cqually nourlfhmg and Wholefome, meal of - oats.
- But ' if oat-meal’ were€ in Scotland at fixteen fhillings per. boll, wlnle

the fame rneal in- England was. at eleven {hlllmgs, the. per {ons in' §.

mdlgent crrcum&ances in the one country would fuffer much greater

~har dﬂnps than in the other, whate\fe: might be the fellmg price of ¥
As‘T am fenfible that.thisargument is- rathcr il

“wheat’ atthe time.
forexgn from the fubJe& of tlus Eﬂ'ay, I Ihall not pm fue it. falther.

° P
RN I

: ’
I~ -

L necelfary to be at fo much troublc to afccrtam a crrcum{tance that

' the new Corn-b1ll in fome partmulars, yet I am fatisfied it woul

- v1duals

byt preventmg thofe

' land in the prefent cafe, T thmk it

t 31 1 |
mqnufw&urmo’ parts of the natlon, it ought to he but very ht- .

tle lower than that (). - . o \

ALTHOU cu I have ventured to dlﬂ'ent from thc favourers of 'Tln’: fub- -

d ftituting l
oat-;me al

in the main be an amendment of our prefent corn—laws, and, in inftead of

fome 1efpe<9ts, the 1mprovement would be fo great, as to defewe ?:;:sdl:?r E
a very high degree of applaufe. Of this kind T. conﬁder ‘the t:no the
alteratlon it propofes, in the mode of reguhtmg the 1mportat1on Jlli\’{f:féuz :
or exportatlon ‘of  oats and oat—meal by the pI'lLC of oat-meal, improve-
m{tead of -oats in ‘fubftance. ' Nothing could be more judicious ment.
“than thls alterauon 5 becaufe, inftead of makmg that 1mport— :

‘ant commerce “depend upon 3 ftandard " that is {o difficult to af-
‘certain, as oats mufl always be, on account. of the g1eat varia- -

' different parcels that pafs under. the

tions in the quality of

which is very little fubje& to variation, whofe price may be af-
certamed with much greater -eale: and celtamty, and which of ‘
courfe gives lefs room for frauds and abufe, by mteref’ted md1— o c

i {ame denomination, it fublhtutes a. ﬂtandard: the quahty of | !
h
i

1AM hlcelmfe fat1sﬁed that no materlal mconvemence could It 'rs alfo .
arlfe from making the price of oat-meal in Mrd—Lothmn be confi- E:';’]E’:rﬂtg o
dered asa general ftandard for all Scotland for although a trifling prices in '
mconvemence might fometlmes be felt from .a {mall difference: ﬂufnla‘;'a
between the market-price at Edmburgh ‘and at fome other parts ftandard
of Scotland 3 yet this would be far more than counterbalanced, g"c‘; ?llelut €]
frauds in afcertammg the price in dif-

ferent places, which are next to- unavordable, as the law at pre-

fent ftands .with 1efpe8t to that article (4 ). - '

X WOULD, ‘however, ob}ef)t to the ‘mode of afcertammg ‘the m,Jec_

i
i
'
i

‘prlce of oat—meal efpemally m M1d-Lothlan, propofed in the tions to’

prefe t the mode

.of afcer- !
talnlno'

(ﬂ) I have Jul't now lcarned ‘that the gentlemen of Mld Lotlnan
the p1 ice |

have ag1 ‘eed to. recommend fourteen ﬂnllmgs and elghtpence as a pro- of oat-

w1th the idea above expr efl'ed, it will he belreved that I approve of It’ﬁ :g};;‘ i
itasa  jofk one. ~ Indeed if we were per fe&ly unconne&ed with Eng- '
would be a very. eqmtable price. v
(é\ A GENTLEMAN of my acquamtance propol’ed a method for af= ~/ '
certammg the prices in Scotland upon a plan extremely equvable, to

which T would have no obJe&lon, fave that in this cafegit is- harrllyf“

!

l

|

per rate for permxttmg 1mportat1on.' ‘As this is per fe&ly conﬁ{tent meal - prow l
|

{

|

|

|

may




32 1 , |
yrefent billy’ for the followmg reafons ; F:a;/i’, Becaufe it throws

upon the Judges in the Court of Seffion and E‘{Chequer, a
prece of bufinefs that does not. properly belong to them; which

A

fenfible it is quite unneeeﬁ'ary 3-and frmndly, Becaufe it excludes
Call perlons from bem(r exammed as evxdence, in afcertammg thefe
- prices, except . gentlemen of great landed property. *As the
mult:tude are apt to 1mag1ne, that thxs 18 purpofely fo ordered
~with a vrew always to keep up the puces at the hxghel’t rate pof-
ﬁble, it tends to \augment thofe jealoufies that {fo much prevail
between ‘the gentlemen and the commonalty in Scotland " it
were better: therefore to avoid glvmg ‘the ‘moft: dlf’cant occaﬁon

channel as it could only be attended with trouble, Wlthout pro-
ﬁt to the gentlemen of Mid-Lothian- (a ).

Another . THESE inconveniencies mrght be avoided, and the dcﬁgn of
3?:3: :{; s ‘the law’ eﬂ'e&ually '1ccomplx{hed by ﬁmply emPOWermg the’
‘propofed, Lords of Seffion to .nominate a perfon, whom they fhall think

bﬂ whxich properly qualrﬁcd for mfpe&mg the prices ‘of meal in the mar-
ibjeti}t‘l ons ket of Edinburgh at all times. “To this office might be annexed
\rgmld (i)e a fmall falary, not under: ﬁve, nor above ten pounds per annuiy
ebviate payable out of ‘the Exchequer, or any other fund that fhould be

thougllt more expedient 5 the perfon to hold it duung the plea-

b N R - R S fule

purpofe reqm"ed - His plan was this.. : = C
- LET five or fix countres in Scotland, in whrch gram ulually {'ells
. at the moft different pl'lCCS, be felected for this purpofe. In each
of thel'e counties let the prices of grain be a{'certamed . times
' every year, in the fame manner as the fiars are ftruck at” lerefexlt.

" Seffion at the farne time; and when thefe prices .were - bef‘oxe them,
let the Court ﬁrlke the avelage, and publrfh that as the . price, for -

through all Scotland for the time,

(a) T}us would be attended w 1th xnncll more troublc to the gcntlc-
: men of de Lothlan than they feem to apprehend The number of
gentlemen in that county, poffefled. of the landed revenue required.

to’ be OBllgecr to attend on this buﬁnel’s once. a-month, it would foon

o round the whole, and they would be harr aﬁcd attendmg thel‘e un- <

P a mtereﬂ:mg trxals. >

of offence to - thefe weak minds, by throwmg it “into another

zegulatmg the prices ‘with regard to: 1mportatxon or exportatlon, '

ini the bill, is not Ve*y COHﬁderable. And were.twa or more of thefe '

: they ‘will look upon as the more burdenfome,  as they muft be

- may be eaﬁer done in another way, w1th l’uﬂlcxent accuracy for the

o Let each-of thefe pr ices be tranfmxtted regu[arly to the Court of ,‘

E33]

.fme of ther Comt, and t0 be at all times fub;eé?ced to tllerr mfgec»
This pelfon fhould have it in clm.rge to ats ©
tend the, pubhc meal~market of - Edmburgh every market- day, R
- and, there: enquire . into- the’ general {elling ‘price of good oat~
: meal that days; a true aecount of which he fhould dellVCl 1egular-
lY in writing,: upon oath on the evemng of that day, to.one

tion. and controul

of the principal « clerks of fcfﬁon, or fome other perfon properly ;

prxce, fubfcrrbed by his own hand, . which fhould be cluly enters

ed inf @ regll’cer, ‘to

‘ quthonfecl by the Ceult to receive ‘the fame, with a note of that = o 1

be kept for that purpofe, and puoh{hed that
evenmg, 1f. po{lrble, in any one “of  the ‘Edinburgh pnbhc news-n' '

papers: that the. }udges {hould nommate for that purpofe : this to
be done regul’zrly once a-weelr contmually 'llns prlce, fo pu-: :

B bh{hed b} authorlty, to be accounted rhe legal prrce of oat—meal‘ ,

f01 the time, thmwh all Scotland m evely thmg tbat relates\to :

' the bount}r or 1mportanon of oms, or ‘the’ produce of “oats for ST
one week; . reckonmg from: the mormng of the day after’ the LR
day of . pubhcatron of that ncws~puper in’ Ldlnbur gh,” and fromf‘ :

: the mornmg after. the ufual, (fay of the arnval of thc poﬁ that o

, brmgs that news-paper, at . every other fea-port town in Scot"‘iv_, ‘

land 1efpeé‘c1vely Trom that perxod tlll the : fame tlme next: o

~week; letall oat- meal or oats; &¢; a&ually ﬂnpped on board of =

any veflely be’ entitled to fuch bbunty as efliers to the price of

“that days and all oqts, or the produce of oats, that {hall bealtu-
“ally landed in that time, ‘be entircly regulated by the price of that

day, Wlthout any retrofpe&: to the paﬁ’. or reference to the fu-‘

tureprrces.,;,__,.~ . : » Ll

NOTHING: could be more ﬁmple than tlus mode of afcertam-

ing.the pl‘lCC of tlns kmd of grain, more eafy in the executlon,
7more certain in its operatlon, and lefs liable to any manner of a-

- bufe than this would be. The price of oat-meal in apubllc ma:ket

‘can always be known thh a greater degree of certalnty than that

; of any other kmd of grain ; as there is fo httle vanatron between
"ry one 1s m a mannerr

,dlff'erent parcels of the fame kmd “that e

Advann B i
“tages at ;
.tencl1n0‘ I
the mon\e JEnng:
here pro- |1l
~pofed for il
afce;tam—\ !

ing the
pr ice of

oat—meal

Obllged to fell at the fame prxce with anothex., And if the;"

_ pexfon in. o{’ﬁce {hould erthex be, part1a1 or neglxgent in. the drf- Co

charge’ of his duty, the error would be 1mmcd1atcly drfcovexed ¢ -
a petmon could be pleferrcd to the Judg,es, and a proof led before -

,them on the fpot, w1th1n the fpace of a few hours aftel tlle errof.
' ; Sh IR ‘ : wws‘.'*il =




the time

rcmoved

The rate

Objeé‘tlon o

fenr
‘ are in; ﬂreneral {o ﬁrongly pr epoﬁclfed with an, idea of the ne-

3471
wa
By s commltted fo. that e “could not be permltted to hurt 1
ommumty, eltller througll neghgence or fraud. - hc

Itlsllkcwl

“of the . e more equxtable that the {i

s ﬂloul 4 a lWays regulate the . s elhng Pl'lce, at z‘be tzmc’,
ounty, than that of any formcr or

ought al- dlﬁan
t PCllOd “And i
ways to 1t WaS tobabl f
be Yegula- P y froma conviftion of this that

th
¢ flatute 14th G. 1L cap. was _enadted, that the felling

ted by the price

‘ ‘of the refpedt: b

| price of p petable: kmds of rai

Brain ar g n, at the market next to the -

~place; where thofe kmds of grain are intended to be fhlpped orland-

“ed, on the mark
the bount ar e"d‘l lmfnedl’ltel
is Clalmedy Y y pl‘ecedmg the time at Wthll

., fglcrlll klr}x‘dslof gram, &c. is to be' fhlpped or landed {hall dete
bou I;etw c;tler 1mportat10n or exportatxon may take place,’ r-
s ies be legally demanded. - By this law, however, a d -
fezg lZ)plxlaned for manifold frauds and abufes, which’ wodld beO(lr

i zeyegyotxldetd byl dtl];c regulatlon here mentloned whlleec-
1at cou 5
fe&uauy fecured e propofcd by that laW would be as ef—‘

It ‘ ' |

prlcelzs‘::enhoo]e&ed that by tlusq method of afcertnnmg the‘
ich:importation, &c. thould be permltted merchants

~would,
uld, :in times of fcarmty, be dlfcouraged from commlﬁionmg B

rain

forefei'l‘ovr}xllefgi:ihcounn1es, as it would be 1mpo{ﬁble for them to
b Would arr:: portsf].3 would be open for 1ts receptlon, or thut
“of this Lﬁay is wellef:ounc?(itdlftl)lld:er:vall)?ll:lg i the former Parts v’
i ill feldom or never be: -
g Znet};)t :f;};g;;a(;at;r;eal or oats into Scotland : and if it ﬂl((;fl(l:?l
ﬂormg A {hor}; grgegcms, ‘become neceﬁ'ary, the hberty of\ '
dnd 1t under the ]omt key of the cuf’com-houfe officer

prop ietor, which the law at prefent permits; Would re-

move eve1y ]uﬂ: ground Of Compl'unt on tlus head (a)

(a) 1 PERCEIVE that the mmds oF the people.m Scotland at‘ pxe

h .

:}?d:t)} o{f fr(;‘qaently 1mportm0 oats or oat- meal into. thls countr

teXt A(I)]:]e tIee great. objef‘tlons to the amcndment pr opofed in th);’
. am afx a1d that I {hall ﬁnd great dxfﬁculty in perfuad-

BUT evely one mu{’t be f |
enfible that 10 pofli
anfe 2 po 1ble mconvemence u
Pmt rom ftlus 1egulatmu, unle('s when it became neceﬂ'ar t:olrlxd
ain -
g rom other countnes : and 1t can hardly admlt of}; doubt

thar.

“that tinie; the gram produced was very: ncarly enou&h to fupply

o ourfelves sUand it
much 1mproved {ince that time, . and that it would ftill impr ove conr

_ others as it does to me, a
_fome occaﬁons we might be obliged to rely on foreign aid ; 1 would .

o tmg them are fo litt

L o3

LL that is fald abovc, the, reader wilk percelve, relates only to 'VIethod of

:the afcertammg thc puce of oat—meal "md oa%ts as I conﬁdel the ¢
" commerce, of this kind of grain as. the only one in whxch Scot- price of |
. of wheat

iland is mateually 1ntcre{ted fo that 1f 11: {hall be put under
e and other

ing the .

; proPer kinds of

ceptluo

,that, in confequence of the bounty propol’ed much more gx am \vould oatmenl.
‘be ralfed in Scotland than formerly, :

any 3 at all would probably be entlrely 1emoved
‘that - betwcen the years 1707 and 1741,

and the neceﬁny of importing,
I is well Lnown,

no oat meal 01 gr am could

by law' be 1mported into Scotland and as gxam for all that tlﬂle, A ‘_
fave. only the laft year, was very rea(‘onable, it appears; that, even at

‘be conﬁdexed that our agmculmre is’ already

ﬁderably by the propofed encouragement, there feems to be no room
‘to doubt but: we- ~would. foon ralfe enough for our’ oOWn fuﬁ:enance 3 »' v
efpecxally if. we confider - the’ great help we, derive from potatoes, ‘
wlnch have been mtroduced into Scotland fince that perxod L

2T if ‘this argument fhould not . appear fo. fatlsfa&ory o fome R
and if they fhould {till be per fuaded that on-

fay, that even in. this cafe’ the inconveénience could not be feverely felt.
Not to- mentlon ‘the facility with which~ we mlght at all times be :
fupphed from: Englahd, if . ever.the: {carcity fhould become real, it -
- would appear ¢ evident to every confiderate fnerchant, that: the lngh .
pi ice would ‘become - ﬁeady, and be little apt to vary. ! from time to
If the matter was doubtful -and. if the 1mportauon mte were.

- time.
(Whlcll on this account clneﬁy, if T ever appx g

.not ﬁxed very high, .
hend fearcityy: L would think neceﬁ'ary) , O capital. mconvemence
ﬁyed ﬁcadxly above the

: could arife if merchants. waxted il the prxce

: ’mportatlon rate, before they gavc comm1ﬂions for any to be brought

fl om abroad. : ‘ ’
S THE above 1s the only poﬂible mconvemence that could rel'ult o om
and this, at. wor{’c, is.but a mere j)oﬂbzln’y, and of_

but the beneﬁts that would refult from it are' o
that they are fo

tlns regulauon ;

‘no capltal 1mportance 3

many and real Ttisa geneml defet of our, lawe,

trbublefome to execute, and thofe who are in
le mterel’ted m the matter, ‘that they, are allow- o
“ed to fall: into difafe ‘almoft as foon as'they are enacted 5 they are be-}_ e
ﬁdes fo 1mperfe&ly pr omnlgated tha,t perfons mtere{ted in them, have'. il
“no: eafy met‘ood of: knowmg them exa&ly ;- which hclps llkerl‘e to. »
caufc them be very foon negleéted Both of thefe mconvemenme% o
s R e B2 i would’ T

.

afcertains ! i

- grain, ex-

: mwi

s

{tmé‘ed thh the execu—b' V.‘f’ 5

e

= :"‘A"‘—‘“ A

T S AR




o would ‘be eﬁ‘{‘&ua!}y vemoVed in the prefen’cn:mfe "Th;! exe ti
¥ cu fon

) 1aw at all’ times.’ el

7 :we]fn'e of mllhons 1mmedmt€ly depends, ﬁxmﬂd be.at
,con[‘tant i its opelatlon, little liable to be. eﬁem,lally

o of coneé’rmrr any e1r01 befo

Ezf’]

g'olliegeleaggimons, the manner in which the price of the other,

b h;:zzzzc: 131251 In::lttcbr of{ much lefs lmportance. TS

fdmc tlme, rumc!ent,l ittle burdenfome as poiﬁble, and at the
y ‘accurate, one -of . two - method:

qdopted be'xcvc Wlth almoft’ equ'zl T b
propriety.. 'L

;1(1)1:};21 :;z :t:d 1lequn the theriff of Edmbuprfrn Zo callhlfeffioi ]lsn:g

rcqunCd) an ;ulf; ye'lr, (as by the 13th of hxs prefent que[’cy is

frel > 28 cient number of fubﬁ”mtnl dlﬁmereﬂed er-

> who 1a1 1fcuta1n the ' current, pl’loCb of wheat ﬂ(l))ur

1ye, b
ye, arley, \malt, and peafc, &c. in the fame mannm 13 the v

. fiars ar !
bt ¢.annual ]y ﬁruck 5~ and.this determmano;i, duly mtun:;ted
thc ; afcextam the prlces of thefe refpe&we kmdsfof grain,. fo
nfuing quarter, in ag far as relates to. ,1mportat10n or. :
CX-

. portation, ,Thls Would make ‘Mld Lothmn be che ﬁ:andard for all

‘Scotland

£ Iliz;r :15 it fhlould appmr more :eqmtwle m the eyes of ot}iexie
B ¢ the real average price of i1 e '
t]ns ﬁandard g p all the counties-ef Scotland as

to

afcertam the prlces, each in hxs own dlﬁi i€k, at the times ab:

pighn ‘ dbove
L Tpecxﬁed

‘\V . y -
Oll](.l bC fO e f E) and the mtcﬂlgence f@ Un]Vfrfa] thdt ]t WO ] 1
7 U € m

im(, a ce
rtain and ﬂeneral attentmn among ail ranks of peopiet th.
B " i {3} at

1T is hkpwne much to be vnﬂied that every. 1aw on wh; h’}‘] .
> CR Y e

ithe: fame ti me

A dena; ange
any - qcmdentdl c1rcumﬂ1nce9 and ito afYord ﬁequeut o'oport ) b}’
unlt»xcs

1 lﬁie 3 ] 36

I ‘bounty w ou!d be contmuallv retm]aled by the a&ual fcl in
, .;the tlme, 'mcl not-be for: a‘lonO’ wm]e m‘iuen ed, g g pch at
. :Pemqps varled much bef' |

'there was an

"mfr 1t

If howevex, thofe who a]e 10 Judge in' thrs\matte Thoulﬂgbe

1
: eﬁed‘ wlth ‘the’ {‘nortnefs oF tlme, mﬂead of: (‘.‘Nei} weeL
H oe pnces evely nionth could be- t'xken 4
> te titne betw
berw een each: penod for afc.ertanmnw the’ pmces can; oniy

o z'o"e “be /-COT

‘ “}:e‘ {b“ Ineﬂm;llld to- -cot- merchants, alrhouch hurtful to:every other
. 1

. 3 rwod ﬂfl Ongly recommend that the mterVal *between:eaeh SR

‘”[!)l]] l)(_’, as 1”1 IlS N)l l) "-] d h t th r 1' .

let the ﬂ:;erlﬂ‘s of each county be authorlfed :

e and reﬁué’uons upon tho

‘ by a mte whu,h had

P lonﬂ f
L 1[1}1 (h'l‘ L‘ i

. 1ho avera
ihe But ‘as-the' ]engrhen- ',
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fp ec1ﬁed .and 1mmedlate1y thereafter «tmnﬁmt ﬂme fame to ¢be
Lords .of Seflion, who {hould«be authog‘xfedqnd reqmred to com—,
pare thefe prices with ‘one anothe:',' ‘and to ﬂ:rlke a general ave—
rage for ‘each kindof grain refpe&wely 5 w’mch average pnce, g
bhfhed “fhould be accounted the ﬁ:andard priee for

duly pu .
in-every que(’cmn relatmg to- the \exportatxon or[ h

three mont’ns,
gmportatzon of thefe kinds of gram. ‘
cilated ‘merely. to Aave | ‘trouble te the judges of the: court of
feflion and exchequer butif they themfelves thould approve of
t’ne plan piopofed by the' puﬁfent bill for afcertammg the prlce o
of the ‘above kmds of gram, it is certain that qo incenvenience
“could’ refult fromthence; and t’hcvefore 1t s probab!e that no,' '

‘other perfon Wo'u‘l'd' ob]e& toit. Y : S
T is with gréat pleafure ¢hat Trwot ld,adopt aﬂy ufeful hmt-s Iuthcmus
improve-

that 'have been’ mcrgeﬁed by others who have «reﬂe&ed on thae ment on
fubje& Plus oculus quaim oculi mdeﬂt. The followmg lhmts, {ug- the corn-

gefted by the’ gentlemen of 'Banff-{hlre, who feem: to’ have at-i:‘o‘}’:d It”‘y"“
tended to this fubjeé’c with gz

eat’ imparnahty and cam‘loui, ‘are the gen=

of fuch 1mportance, as-to deferve to be caxefuily attended to. gzﬁ‘gf‘ of .
There are part of alife of refolutions’ agreed to by-the gentlemen hire.

of 'that county, Whlch we\e pubh{heél‘m /che Aberdeeﬁb }our- -

nal Novembcr Joth.”
« raEy (the gentl
‘e« that the mternal corn«trade, that isy
« from one part of the kmgdom to- anotber, sthould be made as groffers
¢ freé and open as’ poﬂible and . for this purpofe all penalties fhould be
{c dcfcﬂbed in the, old laws,v uqoel
ou@ht to be removed ‘ : : A
and - paymg fees ‘.ifor as alfo
P’lrt Of thf: bondmo‘ y

emen above ‘mentloned) are of 0pm10n, “The old
laws a- *

e the name of’ tngroﬁ"ers,
B '_f-- «THAT “bonding ‘at cuﬁom—houfeo,
K coaﬂ«cockets, for txan{poxtmw gmm from -one
$0’ 'mother, ouvht alfoto be removed

-at cuftom=
houfes for

f“ kmgdom : {]
’ o _- tran{port-
he laft-mamed guevance, f net. removed on: the ?refent OC‘ ing grain

,ﬂv, .eprCIany coai‘cways
iwho will nowy ‘Addition-

mﬁon, will become more mtoler:ﬂ}le tban forvn

This’ amendment isoeal- 1o R

“the: tranfportmg of €OrN. yaing in- | A

abolifhed: |

‘to the' 'nhab1ta,nts of the we{’a coaﬁ of Scotland
by mears of the new c'mal be more eaﬁly {upphed from the-ealt
: coaﬁ than on former occaﬁons bu i _‘efe e},penﬁvc honds and ling thefe |
cockets are {’ull permltted the coaﬁmg-trade on . grain ‘Wﬂl be }cxufﬂf"em‘
much checked ‘and “its | price” -on
"1rcum[’cance, “than’ fin: any other xpzmt of Scot-v

—aﬁ"e&ed by: that,, k
land Tth wxll aPPCar piam*to*thofc Wno attend fuiﬁmentl\)" o

the nature of fhe trade carned on’ i :

al reafons’

1

for annul= u L’ _
»_ x;“ :

‘Canon {hore emll‘ be monc bonds. : . ‘1‘
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$cotland,, dre. chleﬁy fupphed Wlth coals, lime,’ and falt from
the Frrth of Forth . For, fome ‘one or. other of. thefe artrcles,

‘A GREA’I‘ many of the northern and cheapef’c countles of

there’ are’.many: veﬂ'els daily coming from' the northward ; m,

balla{t -But:if, in confequence of the demand from the. vveft

coaft ‘a ﬂeady market fhiould be eﬂ:abhfhed on the Carron {hore ,.

for. all kinds of . grain, (a circumftance that muft . unavordably
happen) prlvate perfons in thefe ‘northern . counties, would

“have fuch frequent o‘pportumtles of fendmg their-grain in fmal| |
quantrtres, as it was- threfhed out and fweet, by thefe: retour
~ dhips, w1thout almoﬂ: -any. frerght, that none of : thefe veflels |

Woxﬂd ever arnve Wlthout brmgmg conﬁderable quantltres of
~ grain with them; which could not. fail to- moderate the | prices at

ﬁop to this kind of. trade, and mu{’t continue to prevent it fo

long as they are tolerated ' 'The' removing: of thrs fingle  grie-

'vance, -would have been of more confequence to the 1nhab1tants

. held up to the pubhc attentlon, wrth fuch pomp of declamatlon
can therr noted memorral : ' '

'NOTHING can appear- more abfurd andvrrdlculous, than the

BT T forms requrred at the cu{tommhoufe, in the coaﬁmg corn-trade
P at prefent, and I am convinced they have been. only tolerated-

| -becaufe they have ‘been. hrtherto overlooked At the very -time
_that expoxtatron is not only permrtted but 2 bounty is- alfo

wrthout entermg into.a:formal bond to the kmg, wrth furety

very high" penalty, not to . export the fame mto any other coun-
‘try, But:toland it in fome part. of G1eat-Br1tun 5 and - for thig

L fee rnuﬂ: be. pald - T believe it-is hardly poﬁih]e to produee an
| 1n{’tance of a more abfurd regulatlon and I am drfpofed to thmka
= that if s it were worth any ‘man’s whrle to_,f’t
Sany’ court for. refuﬁng ity he’ would be honourably acqu1tted

.- to demand lt) “But the fum: requlred from each 1nd1v1du l;for

o of Glafgow and others, than all the other grrevances they have_

bk granted for carrymg it.into. foreign parts, 1o, man is at hberty ‘
‘to fend a few bolls of - graln by fea’a dozen of mﬂCS to P frlend, .

‘nd an aé’uon' beforc ,

S any ﬁngle tranfa&lon of thrs krnd, is fo fmall when compared v

i w1th the expencefv,,f a tr1a1 that every man 13 drfpofed rarher to
kE: : . B o : fubmlt

in whrch the party {hlppmg fuch grain | blnds hrmfelf ~under.a

< ifor I khow. of nolaw,; u/zrepealed by Whrch they are authorifed -

_-the Carron market - were: they freed of the trouble and ‘expence .
S of thefe bonds and cockets, Wthh have hxtherto put an’entire

~ or oat-meal, refpe&rvely,

i

it

eyt e A A

“bond,” and the certlﬁcate neceﬁ'ary for retrrmg 1t, ,a conﬁderable the 13th of his prefent Ma]e{ty, is provrded for thofe who {hall

~colour -of a- coa{’tmg trade 5 as fuch abulky commodlty could :not

' ance of a veflel would not. he fufficient to : guard agaln{’t frauds .

. ﬂ 39 ] Ry
{ubmxt tamely to thrs m‘poﬁtron . and th»- rntereﬁs of - the com~
munity ; at large are facr1ﬁced ‘to that of a few cuf’tom—houfc

ﬂicers. e ~
LET 1t therefore be mferted as:

al claufe in the prefent a&, Anamem}r : "

‘ment  of

that “when  the “price- Jof wheat, ﬂour, oat—meal or. -any other (o 1o,
fort of graln, is-fo low as to- admit of - fuch kmd of gram, ‘flour, propofed,
refpe(‘]’— :

to be exported from the country, ~whe-~ ing this
ther with or without: bounty, it fhall be, laWrul for any: perfon article.
to lade, ‘on board of ‘ any. fhip, any . quantrty of gratn, whether

for expm tation or for: tranfportmg to any one part of the ifland

from another, wrthout paymg any duty, or any fees, for. permrf-

' fion to fhip the fame. It is 1mag1ned this’ would be fuﬂiment to -
prevent all: ‘manner- of- fraud; becaufe the clearance of the vef— '

fel from the port from ‘which fhe falled would be enough to

guard agam{’c 1mport1ng gram ‘from any’ other country, under 7

be taken up at fea, o . Lo
BUT if -it . {hould: appear to any one, that the ﬁmple clear-

when: 1mportat10n was pxohrblted by law, let it be enaé’ced That
when the prlce of any kind of grain is helow the rate -at which
exportation is- permlttcd, it {hall be lawful: for any perfon ins
' tendmg to thip fuch kind of gram, ﬂour, or oat—meal to demand
from the cu{’com-houfe officer, at the port where {uch gram, floars
or oat-meal, is to be flipped, ‘2 permit: for thipping the fame;
~which permlt the cuﬂom-houfe officer {hall be obhged to! grant
without' fee or. reward And when the ‘prices. are {o’ hlgh aS Cuftom-
. that any. partlcular kind of gram, ﬂour, or. oat—meal -cannot by houfe -
- law be. exported to- forelgn parts, every perfon 1ntend1ng to fhip. ngza nd

- fuch ‘particular kmd of grain, flour, or oat-meal, to be carried cates t“’lbe
: rantc

coaﬁ-ways, thall" become bound to his Ma]eﬁy, his herrs and Without
fucceﬂ'ors, with one other furety, &c. (in the {fame terms as, in fee ‘:1" re- .
war

ﬂnp gram for Gibraltar,® Guernfey, Jerfey, &e.) that the faid

- grain, &ec. ﬂ1a11 be landed in fome part of Great-Brltaln, under the ,

{fame penaltles, &c. as dre prov1ded for this purpofc in the fore- :

fzud alt: efpec1ally, . that for takmg fuch fecurity,’, and giving -

i fuch cert1ﬁcate, for recovermg the . bond (whmh the refpec- '
“ “ tive ofﬁcers are’ hereby requlrcd on demand to glve), 70 ﬂe or -

“, reward jball be demanded ‘or received.” 1 copy this article from

the {tatute 1tfe1f to Ihow that notbmg ncw 1s here requrred RIS
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4 HAVI: fhues tahen'_ gﬁcat p'xms to . mvclhgate, Wrth wll the

| rrccxﬁon and 1mpart1a11ty I was.able; the nature and operatxon

~of the law grantmg a bounty on the exportatlon of grain; with

- a view to enable the: inldbitants of - Scotland to determune what
partrcular regulatrons it would be moft for the intereft of the
. co'nmumty to adopt in their partlcu}ar ﬁtusmo*l.. I have chofen
all a}ong to explam the general prmclples upon Wthh the par..
e tIcular 1egulatxoris pmpofed are foundcd, ot only with.a view
L to prevent many obje&mﬁs t}nt would Thive: t'tke’n theu- rife

‘.from an_ 1mperfe& exammatxon of t’fxe fuble& and to. enable

B ethers to apply thefe puncxples to ‘any partlcmar cafe that may
o occur ‘oti other occaﬁons, but alo ‘to put it in the power of

_\every one to cmreé’c any m1{takcs that I myfezf may have. com~ .
- mitted in app]ymg thefe prmc;ples to the pamcular cafe in ques
'{bon; I am far from thinking, that in this fhort tract, - written

i ha{tc, and no tlme “left for cautious: revlfal all the circuma -

ftances neceﬂ'ary to be attenoed to on -this fubje& have becn '
fUﬁICIEﬁﬂY exammed or enUrely difc uﬁ'ed .for, all: VVthh omlf-

fions; 1 humbly‘ erave the reader’s 1ﬁdu]gcnce. But. from: What

has:been " fucgeﬁed abeve, - I am’ in hopes . ‘that. the ‘candid

B reader will be difpofed to’ allow, that the followmg partlculars

f, are clearly demonfirated s’ viz. T i
CTHAT. the rate at whlch 1mportatxon of foielgn gmm is. per-

o mltted n any countfy, 1f placed very hzgh, will not' of itfelf
B end to " infure permanent high prices, . ‘nor . bcneﬁt exther the | .
proprletor or far mér, but rather the reverfe.. -~ - ~ :

CTHAT the . 1mportat10n rate, if placed very 10W, Wlll not of
1tfelf neceﬂ"arxly infure cheapnefs of 'graify, but rather the revcrfe
THAT. the 1mpoxtat10n-rate of oats or. oatameal, in a nation fo -

THAT the | price of grain can only be effe&ually regulated by

TH z\T an mvauable bounty on expmtatlon, whatever.;be 1ts

o 'amount, and in, whatever manner the: 1mportat10n-rate is ﬁXed
- is neither ﬁtted efﬁe&ually to prevent the: pmces from falhnc uit-

;reafonably low i in times of ‘great’ plenty, nor from rifing to:t0o
great a helght m umes of fcarcxty ;. but that fuch a bounty muft
: S el U e e wrather

And s

1 ﬁtuated as Scotland; unlefs it is~ placed "”t”’m‘?l)’ IOWs cannot 1
e materlally aﬁ"e& the prlce of that artlclv in our market.

‘bounty on exportatlon ‘can only bc fuily expcucnced when thc
‘ 1mportatlon-—rate is ﬁxcd at a pxoper medmm, PlOpOlthﬂCd to R
L he part1cular cafe’in queﬁ:lon, ‘and when the bounty is made to e

vary in propartxon to ithe felling price 'of grain in’ the homcn

 the: nature of the country -wheré it is gianted ‘and the flate of‘ G
_ the’markets ‘to wluch it’¢an’ be ca1r1ed “but that, by a due atten—; :'
.tlon ‘to -all’ thefe partmula:s, and by - that alonc, :the price” “of o

‘ ;po{ﬁbly admit.
.drawmcr any parallel Betweén the” praéhce of I'ngland in anye‘

- ‘ture .of the country 1tf<:lf for which that regulation is madc, x,t is.
- menely accidental if any ‘rule drawn from the pra&xce of others ,
~ would be@roper:for ouxfelves, ‘and as the minds of men m1ght SIREEAE
* be. thus’ gr eatly mxﬂed, it was ]udged bette1 to “endeavour to .
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athel’ in fome cafes tend to encreafc thls hf’c 1nconvemence.ﬂ

i

: TH\AT Aall the beneﬁc1a1 eﬁ'e&s that may be produoed by a

market ; ‘the dmount of whtch bounty muft be proportxoned to

gram may be kept at all tunes nearly at one Trate,. {ubject. to -
very little variation, and that as low as the nature of things can»_; :
“Fhis’ thercfore s thc only proper mode of be_

i’cowmg a bounty on the exportatlon of ¢ grain. °.
‘UHAVE. puxpofely avoided,’ through the Whole of tlns tra&

partlcular cafe, and that" recommended for Scotland bccaufe,
as.every regulatxon ought to 'be exa&ly proportxoned to the ma-

difcover a ‘rule for. ourfelves in Al cqfes, fo as that 1t migjht be»
ﬂxed according tojuftice and equity.” A
“FoR the. fame reafon 1’ have paxd no attention to the pnces z;t S
Whlch sthe bounty is’ allowed or d1fcont1nued in Englmd ‘gor
have: expreﬁ'ed any- anx1ety 10 proPortlon the’ amount of the
bounty to -any thing: ithat has been - e{’cabh{hed 1n ‘that country |
Itiis nature :that fixes. the PI‘ICC in evc—:ry country 3 and all’ that
~the :moft perfc& pohtlcal regulatlon can accomphﬂl, is to e
-move thofe obﬁrué?uons that ‘prevent | the  uniform’ opelatlon of
nitural. caufes. |
perfeét: knowledgc of -the nature and . c1rcum{’cances of our ownv‘b_ ~
pargicular: .cafe; tand’-adapt our rules to- it, without regald to
thofe rules ‘that others may find it neceﬂ'ary or pr ‘udent to adopt.’

| fuggefted thall be the ‘means of- makmg this fubJe& be more ge-u

, nem}ly undexi’cood than 1t hltherto has been.f‘ AL Sl

Our buﬁnefs, therefoxe, _ought to be to obtam alv | " .

f"jmo conclude, ‘T Have: enquned w1th candour, and expreffed
myfelf ~with freedom, and I fhall- be happy if any thmg here‘.g' T




. ces of the.

M -
, anuf'ae tually encoulaged than I have been.
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‘Pre.]udt- ‘CE v w v '
IN the abo C
g as fent tO prefs, I am fOI‘l‘y tO Obel' e, that

Glafzow the mmds of the manufa@curmc _part of, the nation are ex-

manufac-
turers a*

blll,

would
be attended w1th ‘the moft ruinous confequences to them,

:&ﬁth;t:l ;:ter;tlcl)n, if | poﬁible, ,to allay thefe heats, and to 1nduce
dlc(}; Whmﬁa ;;n yfto view the fubjed, dxvefted of thofe pre]u-
Qs e e {o apt to maghify fancied mconvenxenmes into.

ortunes. ~<And, that what I have to offer on this head

: lr)rzyoze ‘the llzetter attended to, I beg leave to plemlfe, that no
fa&u car}: e more ﬁncerely defirous of perotlng the manu-
res o Scotland than- myfelf and ‘that: few have been at“‘

greater pams to dlfcover the :means by which. they ‘may be ‘effec-

turers

oug! was begun

ttl)l‘l)::tdri?t of leafgmmoxldreamt ofy -1 had demonftrated, with’ all .the force:
: g I was maf’cer of, that the interefts of agrrculture

{trefled. an d f
‘ anu a@cures are . To 1nfeparably conne&ed fthat it is the

high
ig eft prtch of folly to attempt to dxsjom them, and that every

fuch :
attempt muft be attended with certain lofs to hoth parties : L

o}
1ad {howed that the httle pr om‘efs hltherto made in the 1mprovc~ '

ments, of as
aruculture in ocotland 1s ‘to he in-a great meafuxe ‘at-

‘ trlbuted |
to the negle& of. manufa@cures, and that there is nota

oﬁihlht
P ty of ever procurmcr a, fpirited agr;culture in this coun~

t
ry, e\cept hy encouragxng manufaQures; but that, by a Judl- |

cxous encouragem
gement of,. t/)cﬁ, the agrxculture and commierce; of-

bcotland mrght be efte@cua
11 1
1n it hve in eafe ¢ or aﬂluencz Pro‘roted and all»ranks of people

'THESE bemg rny real fentnn‘e‘nts, I would fdin hone that the

would be unreafonahly biafled: in_ favour of ‘any. meafure’ that

ce

0 ;dmglly 11nﬂamed ag'unﬂ the propofed amendment of thecorn.

;::;)%f:l&e lan ;,dt NInking 1t 1s an 1n1qu1t0us attempt in the gentlemen of
| the e pL?pre)crty to promote their own mtere{’t at the expence of :

: manufaturers of Seotland 3, who |
3, who are, to alla '

o , ppe'rmnce fully:
vmced that if the. pr0pofe’d bill fhould pafs into a law, 1{ ;

I ther
efore thlnk it neceﬁ'ary to add a few more obfervattons,“

‘Before'the prefent conteﬂ: :

manufa&urmg part of this country would not fufpeét ‘that I

' {hould have a tendency to hurt them, and-xf T fhould fay that -
B 3 . ,

¥ re& the error 1 for\ I have no other motwe

: dxfproved by others equally unprej?
S {hall no fooner be convmced of

E here advanced 0

: my party,——and not. he Who {hall

: thlS obJe& pnncxpally in view, 0
3 property in general have; the {ma
turing part. of this country,

o o

SR
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very conﬁderable defrree of attentron to the

I can dxfcover no fu{hctent grounds for thetr J
1 mlght hope they ‘'would be dxfpofed .
hich this opinion is, founded with

hut as the refult

after be{’cowmg a
matter 1 in: difpute, .

refent apparent uneaﬁnefs 5
to Wergh the arguments upon w
attention 3 not as the fuggei’tlons of pre]udlce,
of dehberate conv1&1on, atleaft on my part, upon t the equtty of -

wluch they nnght with fafety rely, till, thefe arguments thall be
ud1ced And 1 promlfe, that .

the fallaey of any argument.

Y of its permcmus tendency to" any part of the.
commumty, than I {hall pubhcly retra& fuch opinion, . and cor-.
for taking up t the pen. -
at, prefent, \but harely to 1nform my countrymen of what Iam
convmced it 1mports them much to know ;3 and to lend what af-
ﬁ{‘tance 1 can in. d1fcovermg ‘the truth; on'a very 1mportant and :

mtncate fubje& ‘He. who alﬁlts in drfcovermg the truth, 1is- of
join | in. opinion ; thh me, if hev FoT

Py

is: confcmus that fuch op1n1on is not well {ounded e

THAT fome narrow-mmded zealots may have wrlhed and ex-~

' pe&ed that the Com—brll as 1t -was ongmally propofed ~would

have a. natural tendency to, enhance the price of graln conﬁdera-

- bly, and from this conﬁderatmn alone have. been very. warmly L
mteref’ted in its favour, I will not. deny. Weak men are to. be;,
met W1th in evcry party, - and Wlll reafon mconﬁ{‘tently on every‘,:
fub]e@c : and that thofe who have xeafoned in’ tlns manner. have .
done fo, I have endcavoured to prove in the preeedmg palt of :

tlns Eﬂ'ay But that e1the1 the pelfons Who 1ntroduced the bill h'1d~I
that the gentlemen of landed}.-

lle{t deﬁre to opprefs the, manufac~ [

I fee not the fmalleﬁ reafon to beheve-g_.
Nay, {o far is this from bemg the cafe, that, in comphance wrth - o
the pre;uchces of the manufaé’turmg part of the nation, rather than

for: anygood t reafon that can’be alledged in fupport of that meafure, L

“the gentlemen of feveral counties: have agleed to. recommend four- =
teen fhillings. and erghtpence as 2 proper. 1mportat10n-rate, 1nftead L
of ﬁxteen {htllmgs, as was ortglnally propofed and.as it is. at pre;

: fent by law’ e{tabh{hed Surely any unprejudlced perfon who at=.
tends. to thls cncumﬁance, muﬁ fee, that the fears, whlch the

lower clafs of manufa&urers entertain of the deﬁgns of their fu-
perzors, are gloundlcfs 5: and that thcfe fears only take thelr 11fe

flom the malevolent funrge{’uons of deﬁgnmg
) ) ,'.‘ ther

The bxll

tcnded Lo
urt them

,,,,,

ted by de=
: per fons

caufe. i

Thelr o
Aears excid. |

e’

is not in~". -5' :

ﬁ rning 7

crfons who nei- without a 4
)
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fher Wlfh well to the manufa&m‘mg ndx‘ thc landed mtcxef{ but:

'vdho are plobqbly afraid, that if the lcglﬂature ﬂlolﬂd‘ adept 4

l‘nore equltablc fy AYein of’ corn»laws than' we - at: prefent enjoy;
‘ théy would " have’ lefs Yoo for ﬁllmg the oWn ‘pockets) at the

-€xpetice of 4l the other parts of the; commﬁmty, by an nilqhitous
gainful trade. Evcxy individual in’ the ﬁate muft be beneﬁted’
‘ by lmwnq the price" of ‘gdin. as {’ceady* as: p&ﬁible, fave ‘cothy
- 1nercb1nts alone, whofc proﬁt 1§ greateft when' the i‘nai‘kets‘ are
V'lrl'lb]e. No: wonder, then, that they’ fhould ﬁr‘enuouﬂ'yloppofe
: every 1cgu1at10n ‘that wou]d " any‘ dcgﬁee tend: tor make ‘thé
' pri¢és’ niore” 1nvar1able than fox‘melly Atid that the n‘etféﬁ'ary
- confcquénce of adoptmg thofe mieafures: chzeﬂy infiffed “on by
* the* pEople ‘of Glafgow, and‘ the other* dcluded manuFa&u‘rers
‘ ,who follow thelr fyﬁcm, Woul’d Gnly bé tormaketh
‘ valmble\than at prefenit; I {Hall" now: eﬁdeav‘our to* ﬁlow. :
1'1* 15)céntendcd for' by themy that thiet xmportatlon-rate of'
oats or oate meal {houid’ not! eicceed‘ thmteeﬁ ﬂhllmgs arid” fouts

b benefit- Pence j)er boll 5" and’ thiat' thiis price: ﬂibuld be afcertained: at’ Gt
ﬂThe;'pre- :
. text for t;‘ms propofed qﬁeﬁdrﬁent, ag they call ity isy that' it wifl:

- Hel pride of meal veryle ‘ i
i led with eep the! ptice of mieal very: oWy Whlch will oreatly encm‘l’rage the 5

gbw 1't’felf,;mrh?e1 thati 4t Edmbux‘gh’ or dny othier plac

nanufa&ures in’ the: weﬁ of Scotland: N‘ow’, although it'be al—l
Iowed that it is vreatly for: the rnfereﬂ: of - ‘the nation that the'
piice of ~every necefliry of life be permanently as’ low as poﬁible,

jand that the manufa&tures o; Svotland would be greatly encou=
- raged if: the price of oat-mcal had bewz bgfore, and cawd ﬁzl]‘ éz’ éepz‘ -
ﬁeadlly as low ‘as ﬁve ﬁnllmvs per ‘boll ‘or. undel 5t does not
flom thence follow, that 1t would be prudcnt in- the leglﬂhtu‘re ,

from a {‘nlhng to nmepence, and kept pe;*mqﬂmz‘ly at that= pr‘xce

by any decn,e of the 1eg1ﬂature ? Suppoﬁng 1t {hould be aft m' t=

nufa&ured at the tlme when the law was made, mlght 1ndced’
fold at that pnc

| | E 5 3‘ , S
\law, hc would qmt thae employmeﬁt, dnd‘béta‘xté h‘im{‘elf t{i’ SR
anothier'y affer’ which title; there woultd: be n‘édéfﬁéy, eitherof -

ufig :
be’ brought fot' frdin’ fore other’ cOuntry ~"Fhe dhfe is pre’ ciely

; the {fame in the manufa&ure of corn.’ Cf the manufaé’turer (that"f‘ e
is. thc farmer) is, obliged to fell ‘his goods belqw the price they
| oft ‘himfelf, he »w”ﬁ' be unider the. neceﬁity of qu1ttmghthat emi=.

plo rment and. betak

¥ calc be’ obhged 1o, purchafe fromx othcrs, not at. the. low price
the: leglﬂators ‘had 't
i brought for from' another cOu’ntry, hoWever high. twhat mighu be- 5
| Ithende follows, that elther the: fa’rmelx muftbe: pa1d”by the cof =H'?
| fumers of his corn fuclt a price as'igi fufficient toireplace 1 6 Hlm,“
 with: reafonable profit, the ‘price! ‘that fuch: grai :
¥ xeczpmg, or the 1nhab1t:ants be’ redﬂced £S5 the netefhty df depehd"
] mg’on fol’ne oﬂiéf natlon 1‘(51‘:_‘ t‘i€1r d'ﬂly fu“p‘pl ¥ (' a ) 'Thlg h

Fthe pr 1‘¢é§ Xh’o'te

| grain is alw' )
3 ‘Are 'the prdprxetoréi in’i the Lothlans mOlé tender-hearted ‘and Iefs a*.

| varicious than thofe of (,lyddefdale’ The' t

N

ofPeﬁs to {'alé m/a fair openL way, zis hwh a prlce as the purchafer

mblmed fo glve
. they blamc gentlemen for a’ccepmng fuch a rent for thelt” land as f'a
i~ I mers, who aret {’uppo{'ed alwaysfo under{tand rhe value it Ihall

; but unlcfs the manufa&urer {hould have ) fuﬁi- :

o Acw\nt Proﬁf, at that iate, It is evzdefzt, thatm confequen ¢ of f ch ;

o mox"é lingr; or b6f gwlﬁg {a ‘ch a price for'it’ 45 it could,

ng hxmfelf to. another. , But as men,cannot -
1fpenfe w1th the ufe of g gram,, tln, manufac?curers Weuld in that

‘fixed, but at- Tuch ‘price- as- it could be:.

co{’cs hlrn in

_bccn 1 ',‘_4

ROE: p‘OREést herb & pbp\llai‘“ dbje&:mn.~ It wilF bé faid; that tﬁé
pmce to the farmer is fo Righ: only on account: of the high' rénts aﬁcf
avaricious, exrortiotis of propridtors. - « Lower (f’ay fhey) your reits; -
“qud the: Fafmer will-Bet able to’ afﬁofd his' graii chéaper o' thiedon.’
. fumem 't Buat if the varice: a]oné o{' the pr‘opl‘letm 5 was~th\e‘ caﬁfe

ﬁf the dearth 2‘f‘icox‘n, Whencé cbmes' ir, I may dfk, that the’ p‘mcé of
s'hrbner o thc we& thaﬁ on the eaft’ codlt of Stot’]dnd r

ith is,,” uothmg catr be!
more gré\mdle(‘s than thefe ¢lamours agamﬂ: miei of Tanded pr operty

B ’:There is'no! deubb, but that they, as' well’ as every oth‘er clafs of men, o
i wﬂl by w;llmg to' augment thefr revehue ‘as much a¥ they dan,

LORRS

i alwayé aceept df ds Tnf*h & rént fm" t‘heu Tand as 1" ; 1 
mi: "W'ould xﬁerchauts’o& manufa&urers do otl"“; w;f(, A

If they ‘would:iiot; ‘it is furc]y with a_bad grace t'h

chiuife to offer’ them. -

LG & 15 not, however, t ,
oF 1t§ proélt‘xce‘ “but’it is the pnce of that produce Wlnch'f deternun
thb x‘em: of the land ; although the prxce of’ that produce is often .

‘ hlghe[f
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! ‘-been already demonl’trated and I repeat it here only t‘nat it may

" make. the ﬁ;ronger 1mpreﬁion on the mind of ordlnary readels. o

But the
leverfe :

b
lf
ll;‘
|

i

In the former ‘part; of this E{l'ay, it has, been Ahown, that f01

, twenty years pa{’t the avcrage fellmg pnce of oat-meal has been

CIN every ounitry” ‘there is'a demand for as much gram as is {'ufﬁm.
ent to mamtaxu all 1ts mh'\bltants s and as that gram cannot be brought

' ac a mo{’t exorb]tant charge, it u{'ually happens, that the mhabltants

find ut ‘moft-for the]r intereft to: be fed ‘by. the' produce of thelr own'

er than that of . the moft fertile: field ;. it neceﬂ'auly follows, - that- if

ian equal quantity of corn, the produce of each field, can be fold at the-
cfame price, the: ‘profit_on_cultivating the ' moft fernle foil. ~muft be'
: 1much greater t than that of cultivating the others 3 and as tlus con-

tinues to; decreafe as the ﬁer:llty encreafes, it maft at length happen,

_b that the expence ¢ of cultivating. fome. of the ;nferlor claﬂ'es wrll equal
: cthe value of the. whole produce L '

THIS bemg prennfed let us, fuppofe,/ that the cla{'s F mcludes all

~“thofe ﬁelds whofe: produce in oat- -meal, 1f fold at fourteen ﬂllllm"‘S‘ ‘
- per boll would be juft fufficient to pay the. experce of cultlvatmd'

. ‘them, w1thout aﬁ"ordmg any rent at all: That the-clafs B compre.‘._

" hended thofe ﬁelds, ‘whole produce, 1f fold at. thlrteen .thillings. per
TR, boll, would frce the charges, without alfoz dmg any rent ; and: that in-
. 'Hke manner the claﬁ'es D, C, B and A, conﬁﬁed of ﬁelds, who{'e,pro-
‘5duce, if fold refpeétxvely at, twelve, eleven, ten, and nine ﬂullmgs
per boll would exaél:ly pay the charge of culture, w1thout any rent. .

;LET Us now fuppol’e iLat all the inhabitants of the country, ‘where

o fuch ﬁelds are placed could be {'u{lamed by the proouce of the firftfour .
. clafles, viz. A, B, C, ‘and D. B
S prlce of oat-meal in that country was twelve ﬂnllmgs per boll, thofe -

It is plain, that if the average fel]mg

who

But the ‘price: at ‘which : that produce can’ be afforded by the
‘ ;farmer Val‘les conﬁderably in dlfferent c1rcum{tances. RS ST
. AN every ‘country there is a variety. of foﬂs, dxﬁ’ermg conﬁderably
* from one another in pomt of :fertility. | Thefe we. fhall at- prefent.
fuppoie arranged into different clafles, ‘which .we {hall. denote by: the;-
R letters A, B, C, D, E; F &c the clafs A comprehendmg the foils of
L the greate{t fernhty ,and the other letters expreﬁ'ing different clafles of Y
o foils, gradually decreaﬁng in fer tility as: you, recedejfrom theﬁrﬂ: ‘Now,
" as the expenceof cultivating the leaﬂ: fertile foil is as. great, or great-

[47]

in’ Mtd—Lothlan about ‘thirteen® {hxlhncrs per boll“and tlns we

muft fuppofe, in’ the cucumf’cances in whxch Scotland: ¥ was pla-

¢ed during’ that penod was" the average prxce for whlch 1t could |

be aﬁ'orded by the farmer. _ Durmg all that txme the pnce of )

e ‘ g . B OB - R P IR - AT Oat- |
Who poﬂ'eded the ﬁelds D could Juﬂ: aﬁ'ord to cultlvate them, w1thout' e
- paying any rent at all fo that if - ‘there were no other produce of the
fields that could be reared ata fmaller expence than corn, the farmer

could ‘afford no rent whatever to 'the proprietor for them “And if
" fo, no rents" could be - afforded for” the fields “E'and Fij nor’ could

- the utmoft avamce ‘of ‘the propnetor “in thls cafe extort a’ rent

for - ‘them.  In’ thef'e c1rcumﬁances, however, it is" obwous, that'
the farmer who poﬂeﬁ‘ed the fields 'in ‘the clafs C could pay the ex-

- pence of cultlvatmg them, and alfo aﬁ'ord to the’ proprletor a rent

equal to one {hlllmg for ‘every boll’ of then' produce and’ in ‘like
“ manner the- poﬁ'eﬁ"ors of thie fields'B and A could afford a'rent equal e
to-two and three ﬂullmgs per boll of their produce refpe&wely. Nor

would the propnetors ‘of thefe fields' find any difficulty in obtammg

thefe rents ; becaufe farmers, ﬁndmg they could live equally well up
on fuch foils, thoucrh paymor ‘thefe rents, ‘as’ they c¢ould ‘do upon the

1| fiells D w1thout any rent at all would be equally wxllmg to take the

one as the other - :
“BUT let us’ agam fuppofe, that the Whole produce of the ﬁelds A,

B € and D, was. ot fufficient to maintain the whole of ‘the’ mhabx- o

tants. . If the’ average felling prlce ihould cfontmue at twelve ﬂullmcs ’
#érboll, ‘as noneof ‘the fields E or F could admit ‘of bemg cultxvated
the inhabitants -would be under the neceﬁlty of brmgmg grain from',
fome: other country, ‘to’ fupply their. ‘wants. " But if it fhould bé found, -
that gram could ‘mot be’ brought from that other countrv, ‘at’ an’
average, under thlrteen ﬂnllmgs per ‘boll, the | price in' ‘the home- '
market would rife’ to that rate; fo that ‘the: ﬁelds E could then be‘
bxought into culture, “and thofe of the clafs D could aﬁ'ord arent to
the proprletor equal to what was fm ‘merly yielded by C, and {o. on of
others, the rents” of ‘every clafs  rifing in'the fame proportion. - CIf
thefe: ﬁelds were fuﬁicmnt to mamtam the‘ 'v'v'hole of the’ lnhabltauts, B

the. price would ‘témain’ permanently at’ thnteen ﬂnllmgs, bot if
% there ‘was ftill'a deﬁc1ency, and if ‘that"could not be'made up : for lefs :

| than- fourteen ﬂnllmgs per boll, the'price would rlfe in-the’ market v
| to that rate; in which cafe the field Fmight alfo be brought mto i
) culture, and the rénts of all the ‘others: would rlfe in proportron

170 apply tlns real'omng to the prefent cal‘e, 1t appears, that the

peoPle g
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gat—mﬁal in qufgow and that ‘nelghbgnrhoqql has been ﬂeadﬂy “

‘neara. {h;llmg per tholl higher .. han at Edmbm;gh Lo what
gaufe are, We:to afcribe this d}ﬂ'erenqe of price: btheep thefe two

?lace,g, ,unlcfs 1t bc to the greater_fcrtxht;y(of th_,e ‘(011, or more

favourable

S0

penplpan lthe Lpghlans cgp v‘oe mmntamgd by (bhe prodyce of the ﬁelds

A, B, C, 1D, and E,’ bt t;he mhabltanps wof Cly,dd§£dale ,rquxre q]fo

the ,prpduce of (the ﬁqlds F; fo .that. the one is. ander, the*necp{ﬁty of gi.

vmg, qt an.ave;age, one; ﬂullmg fpr hqll,more for mealthan the, ocher

(LET 88 now fuppofe, that .the gentlemen of Clyddefdals, from an
o extraqrdqngry exertlon of lpatrlotlfmz, apd an ;nordmgtc dﬁﬁl‘e‘to ens

. coqrawe,m;mfaﬁ:ures, {hould refolve,to lower their;rents, {o-as: tp des
- mand nqthmg from thofe who poﬁ'ef{'ed the ﬁelds &E, as well as thofe 2
1] the others.to fink in

of tbe clafs F , and- Ahould allow the_ ents of 2
px‘opqrtmn Would~the ;prices of; gram fqll in confequpnce of nhls?
By no mean§ The "nhabitants are fill- in- ngcd .of the wholc Qs
dgce of the ﬁelds Fas. bcfm '€y and are under the. nece{ﬁny of pay ;ng‘
the: »fgrm:;r eof ,thg:(e ‘ﬁelds fuch a price -as . to,enahlé him to cultivate

formc;;ly' ‘
1::@& equqlly ,good, the.occupie: :
~ the fame price for their produce. j',The only confeauenqc, tl;;q:n,
would Jgfult from .this- %n ot . fcheme, ,weuld be thc pnrlchmg qne -

c;nor ;:h’c‘ﬁnaue'{t bepgﬁl}‘i& . the‘ cgnfqmers of grai; ——perhdps th: £18
verfe, as the i duﬂ:ry of hqfc farmers might: be ﬂqckened by:thls

oat-mf:al Ihgg]d he there reduged frgm fourteqn to thlyteenrfhlllmgs pat
boll, it Wopld,neceffar;ly follpw, that all the figlds of theclafs Fyvould
be abzmdqncd by the plou ” and the reprs gf she others would fall

FAY

“qud he el mumihed an;l ‘the ,m‘gabxta,nts wog]dibe reduced ato ithé
neceiﬁty of .dependmg op pthels tfar 11:1191;' dgnly J;read ’Ihus it ap. ‘

mand t;hat 1s f'qr\gt,"
R ;s ra;(ed,. ,fg thqt lgwgun g;of

BU;I' 3a.s ﬁe,ld§) Whldl W« .Jc)v

| \,proxgmjzuy :l_mthc ﬂpwe& xclafrcs, may, b}’
amﬂ Cﬂl?“r@a

tbgt '

“withaut Pr odue -

bci‘o far lxnpmvstd, as m usne &oxwkcamong thoﬁof'

. He muft thexefore {hll recqtv'e foqrtef;n ﬁullmgs per boll a5 -
.And as the zgrgm from the,ﬁqlds E D, £ .B and A iLrP at
1

: fcivoﬁrame chi*na%e xh t’he enﬁt ’tlnn mi tbe Wéﬁeiﬁ Cdaﬁs :
L fequcnce ‘of whibh 2 boll of Fivdal t:oﬂé thé niénufa&ux‘ér ﬁEal- 5. i
‘ {h1ll1ng ritore in'the bne i:o‘untry than in ﬂié dther: By this teft“' 5

it appe’ars'pidlﬁ that the phme colt of meal on the welt coatt of e
| a w 0 : »'Bcoiland o

3 ( Whllc the rcnts may alfo l‘lfe‘

: \vould be: much promoted by an eqmtabte {yltem of Cpm naws. SRR
A NECESSARY ‘inference that follows from the fmeggomo 1cafonm<r :
i ‘t;more than '

‘thls, thé ﬁelds w
”back to the ciafs E,

g\ 1duiture agam, before théy coulé be’ll

.....

: arhxghbr clafs; 1F proper meafuvas are: pﬁrfued to glVe ﬁablh’t,y to the
‘mmkets, randr doe ene’ouragement .to:the, farmer, it
happen;. that the prxce of grain will gmdually fdll lower ;thau befole,
'{’And as this effed: can never be: prod
i ollo“ 's, that the =
'Q manufa&m er '*3{

',?f

,,,,,

- 1s to glve ﬂablixty to t‘ne ma1kets, and I'ecm Lty to the i‘armer ; wh;ch'- ‘

s, that lf manafa&ures Aourill in any parncular d;Itl

»formerly, {' as to make the popdla on encreéfe, there Will of com Te 3

e an, encrea,{'éd_‘dem nd for provxﬁons
beéi duly encoura‘b’ed i'o as t6 prdmote mlprOvemeﬁts i that ,,‘;

f= 0]

(,»-

(I call that only an’ 1mprovement in agticulturé;’ Wh“ﬁ any “par tlul-

lit field is'made to afford more 1uﬂ:enance to man.on an average of Co
years, than it dld Former]y), thele w11] be a neceﬁity of 1a1ﬁnrr the = .

market prnce of gram {o lngh s to pay for thé exmnce of cu}twm
tmg more b ren. ﬁelds, (1u1’pofe thoi‘e of the dafs
that encreaﬁnd.demand

: e“xcre'lfe, tmd Lf

will : natural]y '

But it aO‘rxcult{lre Txas not~ -

) ”to ﬁtpply

vmga hlgher encom agemtnt to aorlcuhure, or rai 1ng the pu»e OF_‘ SRR

gram, "the lhhablt’dnta, A
to dlmunfh for a time," the: pnce of gmm, ‘while’ ‘the deiitand for

’manufaé’cures co’nt‘mucd as before, the profits reaped by the manu' c.
] me fo dxfpxoportwnatdy great, ‘that fef’ vants, ad’ o-
thers employed n tbe laboars | of'am xculture; Would betake them- S
felves gntad lllea, anlels thid ?ax ‘mers gave théih 4s m-uh‘wages ‘
as they could oota‘m at‘ thefe other cmPlov‘mm '

tu ers would bec

('v".

1 fCifﬁiff!'fe‘(‘me!
afs D ‘ 2 H "‘f

iF

h W 1e fm‘ f‘rlv m th

1 ti’l(,}l‘ OWX] p

upphed abund‘muy‘ 3 .

‘ by any pohtlcal 1egulatxo:i Hould” coutu»el '

’ bfore, and the manuf‘a&urers’would "‘

TR I Y PR TV : sy "
: i)p u_n_rler th‘e negcifity of mvmo a much hmhex px ice for he\ , -
: 1'1ve of? the” la‘)omexs to a-‘_ j

. . ' W
R ' : . o . G - . v TR . . oo
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Scotland amounts,‘ {Non an average of years, to Yourteen ﬂnlhngs
per. boll nearly. . ‘And 1 have alr ady demonﬂtrated upon the

"f-moft equrtable prmc1ples, that B unlefs the farmer ds” mfured
of never ;being ;obliged at, 30yt time - to fell below the medxum '

_ L 51 1 o
IRELAND is‘a much more fertlle country, ' and en]oys a ﬁncr qﬁate of
ythe C(‘l n-+

‘éhmate than the we{t coal’c of bcotland and therefore com trade be-
could be: ealed cheaper m the firft tlnn in the lal’c of’ thefe tween.

Ireland -
fcountues ‘but-as’ Ireland enJoys iho - {’ceady demand for oat-’ a;‘;‘;;e - l'

i ‘hrgh and on other occaﬁons, oat
| to Scotlafd in’ years of plenty, “
| fells for. "n"ou “own ‘market. 3
cafe, Cevery ‘mian’ ‘in” Glafgow and ’that nexghboulhood hau gOod"‘_'.

1gh‘ be 1mported m-—'
‘ han 1t then i

: : “fiealy nor n ﬁnd 4 market for’it’(for want ‘of ‘a’ Proper boun- weft of
; rice he muft be allowed to re . irica D . ) . d
3: ”gerab,l ab ove it Hen it K lcl:elve atlﬁ) mgfn::” ap r;cc con ity) in ye Plenty, ‘their farmers' dare not ‘réar -fo’ thuch 2 i Seotlan
i . C \1 . ; .

i k gr ' oHlows,. that It the pcop c.in thdt “to' infure themfelves from want in bad years 5 o' th‘ _ he prlce‘s"

i parto the country mean to' have anyuehance -on:‘the produce of “ TR o SRR o
llll their own fields, they muft: enh ide the-fa h- ' o hele occafons it very 5 B S
lﬁ*‘ ' ftant - fteady ma;ket Yat o o pll'ow e tde armerwith 2 con- ihave much more than eno‘ gh andv éan' ﬁnd ho' mall\et for ity o
i ‘ him a: certzllnt to * rhnelar that. mediuni jprice, -or. grant 3 ¢ Henlce it happens that, on

receive a ; : ; ~ :
W eqmt andii ylud € V:l 1;*3 1er p;llce in years of fcarc1ty +In {ome’ o caﬁons,‘ e exported from Scotland to s

i en i o

. y U ce, therefore, the 1rhp ortation-rate at Glaf: Ireland Wlth proﬁt, even vvhen the pr1 €S8 ‘at’ homc ‘are:

i gow' ought to have ‘been” at' ieaft as' h1§)h as’ ﬁxteen ﬂnllmgs per ¢

I

Sy

“boll.” But mﬂead of this equttable r}ate, Wrthout ‘providing any .
Vrr\drket to thur own farmers intimes. of leat plenty, they pro-
pofe, that the 1mportatlon‘ 1ate ﬂlould he at tlnrteen fhllhngs and

e

s
A

=

"

'Eg : * opportunities’ of knowmg 3 and tbat this furnifhes employment

b o neceﬁary hele - for* corn-merchants is" not! to@be doubted although Tam per-'
I to pomt out rnmutely what would ‘ the natural confequence of‘ fuadéd, ‘the’ poor 1n Glafgow hd. that nelghbourhood are” bets

‘:"ts nelghbourhood ‘

‘iuch a. regulanon to Glafrrow 1tfelf and g dequ amted i 'the arts’ they employ t0 enhance L

s 'th - prices oh partwular occaﬁons, than T can bel.

U Now )y if the iinportatlon-rate hould b ﬁxed

“‘thirteen flnl- Bad of
. feéts that

: lmgs and fourpence, it would follo‘}_ “that,” m- years ‘of plenty, would re- |

n itles of meal would’ ‘be- pouted in* from' Ireland; fylt ilmm .
. f ir € teram
hefe txmes keep the prrce fo much 'below thid Tiom pffif _

‘Scotland’ pofed by
; the Glaf= g

1 fhat they would be under the n abas ing an art pow mes
that couxd. not" be prat?:rfed , 1thout lofs 3 fo tl"”_‘t'tlhe manufac- morial. |}
- turers v 'l; theit be obliged to y - Ireland’ ! ,
“But from whence are they to be’ fupplied in’ trmes
of fcarc1ty, THen Treland is ot only unable to’ atrord them any
axd but mu{’c herfelf huve recourfe ‘to’ others te A f [ Ny,
'o'nﬁderablc rlfe‘ of prlce, even’ln

IRELAND

: BUT )f mflcad of' thus foolx(hly attemptmg to work nnpo(librll- :
tles, 3, regula.nou was adoptcd by V\’thl‘l 'mrliculture fhould receive
a ﬁeady lupport, farmers would gradm.lly render theu- ﬁelds more

haps to' A ;. in confequence of wlnch the quantlty”of-gram produ-‘l
ced, ‘would’ become tully {ufﬁc1ent to mamtam the whole of the m-f
haoxtants, and at a fmaller e*cpence all'o ( Theif'xmer, 1herefore,'~

{upp..rt:gthemfelves T
"‘al totaf fallrir

tlme.
THF lnmts to wh h T mu{t llere

- domo moxe than dr awmg thxs naked outlme. Readers of penetrat:ou :
. wﬂl be able of themfe ' es to ﬁmfh the fkctch. Tp others, ad(htx;on;

: - -
( al e\.p amuon ceffary 3 but the{'e I mu& at prc-'
feut omlt., e

concel

far from” any.other market, meght be': _1rf' tie‘rrrble W nt-be ‘

fore ‘the fupphes “from" thence ' ‘could arnve“' fo that’ mtolerable

hlgh prices and famme would be the mev1table confeque ger
e G 27T U Nex
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Chos b

! be fufﬁment, gne Woul‘d thm\;, 1;0 fatisfy a}py Aparticu-

E52]

Y NO!‘ is tbm‘y a prﬁblllty, Of E}del{lg tbat, f:‘ccept by encoura..

el gl}l as mpeh A pg{ﬁble the man}lfa&u(e of. . grain at thclr own ,

: - eyen, al;hpugh fom,ewbat fcqn’gy, wxll prevent \
i ‘ ‘be h

lar deline-

of he ‘meafure propafed: aton of

R}

pld bﬁ qFICndqd W%t‘sl fp the iniqui-. /

H tous corn-
! trade pro-

5,
DP9 s,

partm?' ngr .an thls hc done byzany other Way than by 1n-~ : the barqﬁ{lum rapng of. F},‘F» fovs h S s 1}:2 Zp;ged .
: fqrmg to the grmey, o;z an qfuﬂmgez the: prlce at, Wblch hls corn, beg lcavcf, put: ol;efg‘gt\f Gy, whnIch W OW tkle rcal *tendﬁ{lp Of in confe-

» coqld bﬁ’le’}l‘eﬁ for and brou ht to ma,rket [‘he amendmegt
N L_thgrcfore tha ,they propofe, WouLu be produ&;we _Qf the ve y“

v wor{’c confeqq ,ppes to the: manufa&ur;ng part gf tﬁ,e cqmmu-

| x);ty, and, thex ;:fo:r'ea m plty 0 ther,n, it qught SRy 'aceount to bge

Pfed qlte(ratlpg\m &Ygr ﬁ the alter-
i }sf ations
“ they de-

mand. .

l%ghx, and. give the xm‘flue"ce of -
alane ’4

calcula,tei} tP ferv ﬂ"f(? ‘
Ppcgr th

' j,.;h)’:‘. h bie(‘%?; R ,
Illuﬁra- d:{o; @},gf{qrd 215 ] ,né,.f‘q‘r‘,‘ v
£y B sy doroionty
{”1 cale f'rom ,‘ J‘{ “‘I)Cigi rreﬁ('_‘,"‘ ;?(0-‘;. ; U{lOt h?;}nc}nquiﬂ’\ B
lﬁ;};;olfuﬁw .b ’1;"pyoue frpm hlﬂory, tbat‘ B el At hand) tﬂﬂt ;:hq,r is . mcmmned by,tbe‘ i

: 'F‘bf?l} ity be difoens - o
5 thatily as;pgxcimg e
fourpgnce yygg, ﬁxeﬂ op § .

at \;Vl Q&,GXBC’“%‘% ;ﬂ‘p‘%ru X

"??*Trance« ‘é 1r€fu1t€d flom ﬁm;l‘}r 16&9121-7
| | 8 ;ng pred enge, We {hall

v

TN e

t?eg lmawtamﬁ afg ot Glalgowy &y SXROMAE -
b?u.tb.@ Pm m;*;.a,,}lgb_,, 5 th teep ﬂull}ngs, and ipen the hefe,
I(a{g; y o {ee what, would.be the ;r;}mﬁd}ar@

L.EJ‘ us( fuppofc; h@n,! hat 2 year, Of’ lety{
g r¢glxllatAQn, both }nSCoﬂgpq ‘__xdl,'rela {o ths Eihilp , c,:
i meal zﬁ}lgh Ve be§ﬂ,, £ thmgs had r.emamed in their R“Fff"m s S

| ﬁﬂ% abpit elc‘;en
and teps ‘fhillings in Trslang £ this rate
Permlttﬁgl from. Scotlanc},l!gnd thﬁt;;,m
I, fuppofe, the freight of oat-meal from P
\elal}d LQlll,d not: exg:ced th}”eepﬁr}ce’px fompence - o)l |
ts of Glafgaw could by yp. -
lingsy. fhlp it gﬁ'fo\plm,_ P
hel) 1‘?‘%* pros -

YPJ%C? .o;%ujh?
g 1at1qz;s ex- K
G afg
2in ¢

{efb, z}nd ma;de France bemme eren(;eqt on bthg}'q fm gram, '
mﬁgﬂd of., fupply;ng them witly that neceflary article, as, {he‘\u- N
fefi fo. dgub f%gxthgfc Tegulagions:. mpk place Wa -

"f .1 ¢ ;
landumd. there fell itat gen fillings,
i t9 tbg;mxfel\ggs of., l;au(gtee;} or fifteen
‘%@‘, .pta.txpn\ is, nog.te; be wxﬂmﬁop, ‘
hought up, 251 fuddenly, s, polibles 4
 quantifies, might. be bought up by. ar%ful dqalﬁrsat hfl 7
g}xﬁf}n‘@b z}t thl§ Iovy pggc‘;,«befo;e m},lcp a8 ﬂuppc;d QfF ,‘that‘ .
; veie. 6 leQed Atogjetpsgia{nd %xlled AWE: 33- 

f:ne eu‘r qy§s o£ tl}{p pp‘(n;plouu gcndganoy of fu
»,meafure;. | f} )f‘hm althou;;}} app,arent}y calew
tlm,, poov,,xh‘}s 1;,1 Jeal. ;en,dcno 19 myol'c_;,
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, f armty would be nn””éd htely appreh

; p rice above thxrtccn ﬂnlhn s and F '
Be Al farther encreafed by a ¥ 1

b _;f(’?firtamed by th“‘ i, *i
ipro‘pe‘r}‘y‘. ic
‘ doubtfbut at the <next‘ qu

H

. v{hom the proﬁts of Al
ud't;{k' “care to'h

12 S s
FIn a{h‘r‘_
(M 2 anorE,

when the por £ % uldhnevxtably b fhut‘

1¥ ,’

" opened for exportano o

o mcdxatel ﬂupped oﬁ' for Ire_land, and the"bounty agam\pocketed\

by the merchants e
by as before - Prices in Scotland, in eonfequ’éﬁce

;-)fl l‘th_l’s” ‘g‘réat exportatlon, wou“‘d"a'g‘aln ‘rlfe, whlle ’they wOuld
;{ q ‘Ire]and 3 rneal Vwould} be 'gaxn bought 1n thls laft countly,

! :Was‘ ‘th’ere’

,{_“_ri.lmPOde ’oh by fPecmus pretexts ;5 or""af"é \hbfé’éxeufable‘"‘"}‘""‘"“
o fee through the ﬂrmfy vexf that covers, bls 1n1qu1tous deﬁgn"

. vef’twatlon

veﬁxgatron,'

fiiiful management of the market 011? v

.+ thi Carion It FE o i
a llfﬂ ,b?{ore thc tittie th it the prices’ THoulq

ourteen or ﬁfteen fhrllxngs pef* boll theu* pro-

iy that haj’d efeap,e

v rzable bounty be gran

do‘notlexpofe the pernxmous tendency of it to the: deluded mul- :
"]lovr’rers. of CrrCe, adore as’ gods *th’ofe 3

1_ 7 ;c w;LL not farther endeavour to purfue thxs drfagreeable in-

I fat e sl oo o oo g

il

[55]

nor trace w1th a fcru ' ulous ;mmutcnefs, the drreful
hat mu{’c enfue n ar.r of fcarczty, ﬂxould thlq p}an v

Yoty

'fhat ha}; been already fa1d wﬂl be fuf- .
' f every el’rfsf of. the exceedmgp e
; pxopofed, ‘by theh Glafgow me‘_ »
!' bowever; e ’found ,W‘?P-.k enough

nt, that ‘the: proﬁts of | ,
i 'duee men of the ﬁrﬂ: ‘;f,' L

caprtal houfes Were thus ennrage: ,
pohze the whole, : —have_
Prices 2 at al] tunes, and be" '
{hould fet up 1n"oppoﬁtron to them.

bmnts of th, weft ¢ coaft, of Scot]an
| rd’rreffes almo{’c equally grcat Wi

hoWe r,, is Dot t o be dread > (CAS
decrcﬂ”ed: mhabxtants would '-,r'_eaeh; p 11 nent long before thc'."_f '

grievance had attalned its full helghti.' But it is better to prevent .
than‘ to‘remove evxls 3, thl 4therefore ought furely to be guarded: B

ag'un{’c S
JIN purfumg thls ;

vgument, I have‘ dlfcovered a c1rcumﬂ:ance The boun-
ty to Ire-

€, .28 “well as. eve1y other petfon who ha :wr1t- land ought |
> viz 'the, 1mpropr1ety of grantmg “the. fame to be lower

5 1
Ireland ‘as to other places. If the f,,’;ﬁfc"of;’f i

ot at mo{t to be’ above one, half trye

.

llorved fo werportatlon to any other eountry 5 perhaps »_ K
ity were ewte: th'zt ‘no bounty at all {hould be allowed '] -
ted as propofed in thlS Work the nconve- -

nce - would. be fmall, if the prices at Edmb rgh reguhted the
exportatlon—rqte, but even in thls ;afe,' it ought not to be more e '_» )
than the half of what 13 granted t¢ ‘ :

; e £ g
I SHALL here alfo take 4ot1ce of anotber fm Il 1ncongru1ty m ;I‘he mea= fs
ares v|

\ that feems to have efcwped the attentlon of all_ ought to
: f be the !
{ fame for 4
- reguhtmg
1n ‘importa -
‘ “tion and -
e b :v(ef, cxperta-
ts and me fures tione . °

ten on thls fub]'

St

3 J

':‘lbeire :;diated by the ScotsK boll »

]ll,

fe.)of dtiferent weig

roeeld LRt

a';—.-,‘ )

P e o)
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the pnce 30 3 CoTIGn
of grain l lﬁlpo tatlon OF €X]t
at Edin- ‘
“burgh be -

“dard for _etftlnlltillg tlle power of op ehing

all Scot-

,exporr and
- mpos. i:orh

ry
H

{irll}ll tl‘us won'l (lo usv (ol‘anl‘e .L L1

Jll thro’ngll madvertency,’ 1t 3 cbuld only have' _c‘ n do ¢

;« s (U g

Lml:ent{mn to inocleht)e tll(e ‘ lns l’ld : ;.
re " TS LN ol L 2 ‘\_‘l
: mocleratlng he ’dutiy 6penl ‘

s CH{ILD fla w\ y LE S 39! Yy YOG

miand a Ul on t‘ When tl1

ecl lﬁ ‘e’ntl‘on o

Pro,)ncty . i ‘SLO lﬁul:h ?Ol' l]e 1rilpoflahon
of making pﬁﬁlérfc’y(i?f maklﬁg' the prxces‘

3y

land for ety ofi'the’ welt COA: W € tl
regulating & thofe i i Mld-Lotlnan, it would not™'} 2
melcllants 6" regnlate tllat?matt
tller“’ ould do o tllat Were. the €
l)ut tlus Sife ""alohe,""I fllould tli k‘"lt fufﬁaent' 'to olfe .
b éétios i hax,re“yet {éen. ‘ otltér ai‘gufn‘ent bl
it xﬁore (General nature, - that {ho
onger degree., It is tlus. '

G

$x

Inulf’comhntlf dep nd upon tlie-fertxllty ol”bali‘e’fméfsf of the

e p'trtlc,ul”nr pl e, 1n concunehce w1tn other natmal cqufes, aml
Lo . RENYER
e 1%

fed ‘

.....

ge' th prot}lué’q( i

‘1 lj'ounly ought to be allowed and every tlnng ‘rela’tmgl toﬁ tl\e‘
' fhould be\ proporhoned tolthe average :

reguhtnlg of that bo 1

¥ ; _ R pllQPOX‘UOIi “
Eoi"&ling to ,,tlns reafomng "notlung can B mo;e e u

P \'Y T b ‘hng' (e l*
o'll‘) n any one pwrtvcular place of prmbl’*al 1m orta ice
; ‘ L‘i‘~./ 1o \.E’ G4 L.l)‘ i WEIT
nt?’ Vs as"’z ﬁaﬁlla ¥ot. E3iR he relt’s ancl it diie alﬁs “Fakén

i

uﬂd

not“ ﬂ'p 119, tllc ¥4
\intll‘ilﬁ .

C '1V0 -

_ . K \ ‘_lllas béen th{fi!
the Trane HBW féi(l Své m'tﬁf pércelve wllat a l)Jd *ufe mlght be lhacle of ’
, P

llw expedi‘éftcy of it biih mll |
: reg‘ulate the phcé 1t‘ :
"';11‘1 ny pla e;, PR tlmt

15 the mterefl: of 't 23 b very ‘lll‘l&lfo bc ‘;
;g i that diftriet, it
ptiJ k' regulatlons § ;[hall |

W ancarnd for.all the fado’iig g Lasein i
31: lLfe fm“ol al fon~mte of tlxal lace: at a x‘oper lne(‘llum,

VMG LA TN DR e

[ 57 :l Coa ,
fmd to "d'certam the prxces Whtch ‘are to entxtlc to @ bounfy pro-
perly 5 it will be unneceﬂary to attend to’ others, as thcfc wxll be ‘
hwher or lower than that, in every otller paace, exa@tly in plo—,
pomon to the real e\mency of ‘the cafe. “The method, thercfore,
) that is- plopofed in"the- p1efent ~bill" for- afcertammg the prlces,
N {qz.by makmg thefc of M}d-Lotlnan be- confidered as'an ‘univer-
fal tandard; is at tlle fame time the~ eaﬁeﬁ and the moft firitly
| confonant to ]u{hcc and prudence that could pof’ibly 'oe devzfed
| 1 amafraid that the reafonmg in"this' paragr'tph will to fome ; ap-
’ peax mﬁrufe, and tberefore mconcluﬁve 3 but on a fubjc& that‘f
is naturally - lnvolved in fuch’ 1ntr1cacy as the’ prefent, and wlnch
I'qu.lll‘CS that the ﬁrl&eﬁ attention thould be hadto vcry nice dl— R
ﬁmr‘hons, there ‘is no avmdmg fomethmg of this nature. It 1s
impoﬁiole to glve a’ pcrfon, without a proper educatxon, a, cleari=
deaof the mannerinwhich maccelﬁble diftarices maybe meafured~ '
but 1fh'° 1“1{1f’ts upon bemg told in‘what manner it may be done,
| (D fomethmg muft be faid;’ whlch’ although mtelllglble eno"n‘dh to
1 thofe who bave had their minds’ pxoperly premlcd to recuve fll(_h

, 1n‘lru&1on, w1ll probably appear to h!m abl’trufe’and mcompref
; -hcnﬁble. et ;

JRRE

{ {5 not- furpuﬁng 1f dlﬂ'ercnt perfons fhould view " it ‘in ver)\r f,‘;f,{,ftl
dxﬂ‘erent l!ghts. I ﬁnd by ‘the refolutzons of the gemlemen of fe= ting "atl‘
veral | countles, that many of them imagine; ‘that the permittmg mesl o bo-
the ware houﬁng of grain, as by law allowed at prefent, 1s: pre_;udl— fed.
dlal to the mtereﬂ: of ‘this’ country, and although Iam at a’ ofs
for difcoveuncr a rrood reafon for this" oplmon, T douot not but -

3 ﬂlere is forfie xeafon for this. that I have rot b\.en able to {md'l;f .
| but.” In’ ‘hopes that fome' perfon w;ll unfold thefe reafons to the .~
publlc, 1 'fhall - m the mean tlme oﬁ’cr fome
cur on that hcad. K

reﬂe&xons mat oc-_*

tatzon, and lf the 1mp01tat10n—r

ﬁgure a cafe in 'which it mwh

t be- 1t‘cenclcd with - mconve-('z' R
] mencxes. 'lhls has Been atre'xdy taken noticé of wlﬁen treatxn
i the cniin \

commerce of coin between Glafgow and Ir eland v
the other ‘cou niries Wl‘tll wh:ch we' tracle m tl’llS art:cle lle 'n a‘_, ‘
qluch greater d1l’tance, and as the ex

pence of. tr'm[portmor it to
lhcfe couxm‘:es ‘wollld: e nyich - greater than to - Ircland the'

lé’mpt’zfnon Would bc proporuonally cllmzm{hcd

But as

I‘or, ‘s the:
. _expence -

A

ware Lhou— »

L 1F, indéed; ‘an 1nvarlable bounty fhould be granted on expor—i" I
ate was fixed verylow, Tcan .

THE fubje& of the Corn—laws 13 in’ 1tfelf fo intr 1cate,l that 1t EXP”‘P .




. . P

~ porting with a

‘-_’ the- probabrhty of this was .very great, -
“almoft equally take place. with this view, 1f warehouﬁng were to-

, the ahuculture of: Scotland

’ var{ with the ‘price of grain.: ... . e ,
I OWN, that I cannot ﬁgure a ﬁng‘e arrangement of c1rcum- :
: ﬂances, in which the warehouﬁng of meal or. other grain. could

‘prove detrrmental to the country,
 time fhall 'rlways regulate the 1mportatron or. exPortatzon,
caufe if, in that cafe, merchants thould 1mport any conﬁderabie
o quantmes, it .would only be when there was next to- a demon— '
o ftrable - certamty that the quantr
f {o ohvrouﬂy deﬁcrent, as to. mfure the opening. ‘of 'the. _ports,
L within a fhort’ time 5 in- whrch cafe,
g 1mported would lower - the

sl

e*cpence of tranfportmp‘ it to any of thefe countrres, ‘and hrmgmg .
“it back again to Brltarn,
,bounty, merchants never Would be under the temptauon of ex-

would - he at. ]ea{t equal to the whole

view to re-impart, except when  prices wer\,,fo
‘as afforded"the hlgheﬁ probablhty ‘that there
ports - for 1mportauon ,' and if

high at home,
would be a neceflity to. .open the

‘mlly prohrhrted ~‘This thexefore is an affnr that rather concerns

\.‘the revernue tlmn the farmer L it exhauﬁs thc former very unne-
’ ceﬁ'arrly mdeed but as it would rather tend to. raxie than to lower

grain, it does not appear how it would drfcourage
. Thave aheady {hown that this in-
conyenience might” be entrrely obvrated hy m4k1ng the houaty

the price of

be-

y ot gram in. thls country was

although thefe quantrt’es
prree a httre,

~ rtifing fo very. high, as'it mrght do were : we. obhged to wart fof

. Expedien- ..
- eyofaf-:
certain-
“dng the -
! pricesfre-
' Quently

. w/s a&ually felt,

ohtam,
‘dxﬁrefs FEAR

E pofﬁhrhty that merchants mrght contrrve means

| dlﬁ"rcu’itros attendmg the' executmn of this plan are

A to be but httle apprehended
Wexe tolembly hrgh while

fupphes till they could he commriuoned for after the fcarcrty
thrs would only
cervmg an umeafonahle proﬁt that he ouoht not in eqmty to
and relreve the 1eﬁ of the commumty from very great

II‘, mdeed no. oerfon 1nd power elther to {hut or to open the
01ts hut at the end of three months, as at orefent, there isa
to oht’un un-

‘réafonable. proﬁts by that liberty o7 , fome accqf ons ;.

thofe abroad we :low, the mer-

iy chants, by making very great exertrons, mrght pmchafe “fuch

| quan*xtres of meal for exportauon ag {hould at length rarfe the
- o | e Prxce

the exportation Would 3

if t/Je aﬁual jellzzzg przce at the

or . prevent it from

prevent the f:umer from re- -

althou«rh the '
fo great, as
For’ 1f the prrces rn our market :

: be no room for pra&lﬁnc the{e arts.
' well as the former,

' the end of ‘every week, will probably be:

1y erported,

.ot mdemmfy' g themfelves ahundantly berore

‘agamr be {hu

‘ reafonably 1ow {o as, to drfcourage our. OWn zgucu_ture, ,
But if the ports. could

of one week ‘there ; would'
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rrce in the home- market
at whrch trme they could bnng bacg the grun they had former-
and fell.rt wrthout any, 10fs.._

for fome time hefore the quarter-
‘when th,"‘ prrces ‘were.

day,

opcned for, 1mportatron 3
agam be. ihut,_for three months,

they would have an opportumty

Thus would the prices,: at home »
'md tho
defign of the law be entirely fru{trated

be elther {hut or opened in the fp'rc
Thefe evrls, however, as

adoptmg the plan of a rvarmi:le bounty,

dmg parts of thrs Eﬁ"ay

- THE 1dea of grantmg a power to open or ghut the ports at

as. it would be an _1nfurmountab1e bar in the way of all thelr

fchemes. They havc even

days,. m{’tead of three rnonths, as they Would wr{h it to h.,,» un-

der the pretext that xt allows too little time for purehaﬁng and’, 3

'dmportmg corn. from any’ ‘other country
»been fo. pertmently anfwered already in a very well wutten :

‘, tra& on. this fuhye& that as I am happy to  have my own

opinion corronorated hy fuc.h a refye&able authorxty,

' lay before the reader in his own Words (a)e

: ]omt lock and key

: entrrely removed hy permrihon to

. IT is, fays he apprehended that thls ob]e&lon Would be almo{t
put the. cargo, | when it does

wrthout paymg any duty,

arrive,
of the cn{tom-houfe and the rmporters,

. \,,

(a) TI—IIS tra& is entrtled Confa’erauan o our: Com /aw;, ana’k,” gt
12mo;, wrthont hook{’eller g

author {hould not have .

tbe lel propofed to amend- themy 1117,
name, o' pldce of fale. ~ Itis  pity that the

~ taken more pams to have it eﬁ'eétually pubhfhcd and morc gencrally
‘ dxfper fed I ML L

fo hrgh as to. admrt of. impor! tatnon . -

‘And although they (
{hould havc put th mielves to 2 conﬁderahle expence in rarﬁngv .

| ‘the prrce in the home_market,
to be ﬁxed 1o as to get ‘the ports .
they know, that as the. ports could not -

the ports could ,
' ,red ced un-', ‘

would | be nnof’t eﬂ'e&ually obvrated hy
_5 fugge{ted in the precee

{’crenuouﬂy oppofed by
all. thofe who have any profpe& of’ engagmg in the corn-trade 3

ob]e&ed to the new hrll, hecaufe it -
propofes that the prrces {hould be afeertamed onge in thxrty

rlhrs ob;e&ron has_
1 fhall

into . a warehoufe, ﬂunder the :

there e

s wmimmmn o camy —

Anfwer.

o




- therc o

Che'd may find the ports {hut whcn thé ¢

- before tire Judge, (tlns Wwriter defehids thé propofed bill it all ith
v ﬁladfeé), 16 25 'to Tedd thei : t6 open the ports when thiete'is fioreil

por‘ta "on,ﬂ extépt in times of dearth or féal
a rédl dearth or fcarmty, {here is- no chance that pnces lel fo »

~'by which the ports
city in the count;y, ‘and 1f that {hall be withdu't remed'v for 4 a
- longer perxod Tet it be fu'op&f\,d for thrée mdnths, there is 110t
a doubt but m that tvne fuch 2 quantlty inay be pbured into
S ére low, 48’ to dl&ref's and dlfcourave

Our farmms; and’ cfefe

 ‘, % 6'0

remam txll it is 1e-exporrcd or thl the pl‘lCCS fhaIl ufe

fo as to exceéd the 1mportatxon—puce. IR
TIIE dangcr wluch ‘the miercharit ¢é

iphms of ls on,ly, that
‘ go ves, “which it
commlﬂioned as  foon as they Wwere opened bt Wh"xt is tha

K (‘?c o be expeé’ced frOm this appx‘ehenf’o It is onIy thls,

. that unlefs, by hls genem’l correfpondencé He ﬁnds there isa
il bff gram or ‘méalin thie country, he will Tiot vehiture

) iy I noththf’candmg the Alteration propofed by the
ill, t’hcre fhduld {till ‘be 'a poﬂiblhty of b ngmg a falfe pr

'

‘fcafcuy, he Wﬂ] fee that t vxS rnay e i‘ec‘:hﬁed at ﬂm end ‘of thlrty
»f‘ér'a‘c » !
feven) days, and He Al not tiaf 'to it T
from abro ad to anfwet thls ﬁ&mous Wint, ' ot

THE fpmtand avowed intention of the Iéw' ls to plevent itht

,fdm,fall Below: the m'tatlons.‘;" :
. "ON ‘the other ‘hand, the dahigér to the COﬁntry, .

frofn é tend-

: 1n9‘ the ‘time for Which the - pOrts ate'to rémiain open withoie

proof, is ob'nous., I

ay be’ opcned whén' thete is 't al‘fcar-

thls coumry, When prx

A . CLAUSE thh gwes fo nfuch fe&:urltylagam{’c thofe Aty

- by w‘hlch the: ports havé Been I(ﬂprdpeﬂy opehed;’ Wlnch faves .

. theé Fdrmer frofn being dlfcouragcd and  Hirt, and” the purpof"

of ‘the Ta ¥ from bcmg defcated Wlthout preventmg mpplles :

S from beiby Brought ifito ‘the country whbfx they are reqh_{ ne~ -
e Eéﬂw‘ry,—-«ought not to be gwen up. : :

iiig'to ‘the phn propofed in fhls ‘,’Eﬂ'ay at ‘the énd’ of '
: aé to ordcr coru.‘

: dnd 1f there is '

If _ by aﬁy art the proof fhould b'e broughf

T lye di ﬁam‘" ot wbzcb tbe Autbor Izve: fram z‘be place qf prmz‘mgg
and the hafle avith which this Tmﬁ was comptyéd baving been _/Z’nt

o ﬁeet by ﬂnx’z‘ as it was -wrzzz‘m, wztbouz‘ his having had an obp or
| tunity of com aring ~w/mt was gon. 'wztb wbat ﬂllowed 'wzll be ar—

' gepted of as an apology far any defells of arrangemmt, accza’em‘al re-.

pgz.‘ztzom, or other trivial defecls of the Jame kind. . Had be ’”t"”d"’l

4o awrite on-the. preﬁzﬂt Jubject Izgfbre he z‘/:ougbt he /afw z‘be 1mme- -
diate utzlzty qf ity z‘lwﬁ de feﬁ.r wauld hawe been in fome meafure pre-,
. -vented or had he even intended this Zreatzﬁe mz!y jbr pbzl /0plwzcal

mzder.r, z‘/:ey might have been dimin j/mz' but in attempting to ex=
plain fucb intricate matters o ordznary reader.r, be was more ﬁlm—

» tous about rendering bzm_/élf in fome a’fgree mtellzg’bl‘: fb“” “b‘”" :

awzdzng a ﬁw almz_)/i neaﬁzry repetzz‘zofm N

Ii is boped every candzd reader qozll make allowance for tbe cra ‘-
Pors qf the Pm_’ﬁ, as the bq/z’e in. wbzcb tbe foregozng /}Jeet.r were
 printed; would not admit gf z‘baz‘ time wbzcb is alg/olute/y mcgﬂar_y jor
- correﬂﬂgﬁ‘ in z‘/mt 'zvay L . S _







