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ON THE

Prefent Scarcity of Gold and
Silver Coin m Scotland.

NHE exchange betwixt this country
§ and England, has now come to fo
M great a height, that, if fome expedi-
‘ent is not found out te puta ftop to it, the
ruin of our country muft foon be the confe-
quence. / I think it therefore the duty of

every individual who wifhes well to his coun- |

try, to communicate what occurs to him on
{o important a fubje¢t. In that view, the
following confiderations are humbly offered
to the Public. | o

It is impoffible to apply a remedy without
finding out the caufe of the diforder: palliatives
may give cafe fora time; but while the canfes
fubfift, the effects muftfollow, and very often,
they return with double force by being ftopt for
a little.  In this view, I confider the prefent

expedient of bringing down gold and ilver -

. R v

from London, at a great expence, to anfwer

our demands ; for as long as the balance of

trade is againft uvs, that money will be car-
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ried back again, and the expence of carrys=
ing.it mult fall upon Scotland, whereby our

debt becomes always the larger ‘the ‘mote

gold and filver we import.

We muft therefore look for fome other
remedy ; otherwife'we fhall become worfe and

worfe, by endeavouring to relieve ourfelves ;
and, like a patient in the hands of an un-
ikilful phyfician, we will at length die of the

‘doctor:

‘The number of ’th‘c{inhabitah:ts; of Scot-
Iand is generally reckoned to be about a mi-
lion; of thefe, 500,000 may be ﬁlppofcd

to confume of commoditics not of the pro="

duct of Scotland, in apparel and furnitare,
to the value of 30s. Sterling yearly cach,

.one with another.  This computation may

be thought to be extremely moderate, when

we confider the different articles that are im-

ported for the ufes of people of all ranks.

 If we examine the particulars of the drefs
of the inhabitants of all our towns, we will

find, from the firft Duke to the cinder-ga-

 therer in the ftreets, that the greateft part of
their drefs is not the produ& of Scotland.

If their thoes are made in the country, the
leather  is ‘imported ; if their ftockings are

made in Scotland, it is ten to one but the

worfted is brought from England: The
broad cloths, fine and coarfe, are Englith;
more than two-thirds of the fhalloons which

yca

ate ufed for linings, are from thence. - The
hair, buttons, buckrom and other furniture,

e T L ot i i

‘made at home.
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éa,-‘-thﬁenee:dles,‘whic‘h are ufed in making

up the cloaths, are imported. It is true; the

linens are generally of our own matiufac-’
ture, but the lint is moftly 1mported.:”Qur‘
fleeve-buttons and buckles, ‘are 'none of them

Scotland; but the greateft part of what are
worn, is imported. - Examine, the partica-
lars of the Ladies drefs, we will ftill find them

les the produ@ of their own country, than,

that of the men; for, béﬁdcé ‘the {everal
parts of their apparel, which they cannot
find at home, a great part of their linens
are imported, fuch as gauzes, laces, cam-
bricks, muflins, &c, - . e

" The confumption of thefe feveral articles
is not confined to theinhabitants of towns

alone ; but it is to be found among all ranks -

in the country, the cottager and d‘ay—lab‘ou_rcc;
not excepted; The bulk of his apparel Is, in-
deed, Scotch ; but his inftraments of la—bot'n;,
his fchyth, fickle, {pade, fhovel, yea the knife
he.cats his viGuals with, are all imported.

We have, hitherto, ‘only mentioned the ar~

ticles of apparel, and fome few of the inftru-

ments ufed in hufbandry; if you add to

thefe, furniture, equipages, - horfes, 'clqc1<s,
watches, and other pieces of luxury, to what

an extent will the {um-total amount? But,

to return to'our firft propofition, SR

Let us {fuppofe, That 500,000 fof thei‘m—
habitants of this country cohfume}goods-xma
ported annually to the amount of 30s. ea(;g‘;

Some few hats are madeé‘in
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for the feveral articles of apparel and -furni-.
tur . _exclufive of .wines, {pirits, groceries,,
" his will amount to -~ L. 50,000
And it we fuppofe the value of {pi-

rxts, wiaes, teas, and other groce-

ries imported, amounts to 150,000
"The amount of our annual i lmpor— . ‘
" tation will be - L. 900 ooo.

“This large debt muft be repaid in fome,
way or other. If we don’t export gooda to
the value, the balance muft be paid in cafh.
Let us therefore next confider, how the cre-
dit-fide of the accomypt ftands Wlth refpc& to
our exportations.

Our linen-manufacture is the ~ firft and
pr1nc1pal article, In the year 1760, there.
was manufactured of linen, framped for fale,
to the value of about L. 523,000_
Linen made for private ufe, not

ftamped,. fuppofed to bc to thc

Valuc Of 200 OOO

o In all
Of this let us fuppofe to be con-
fumed at home to the value of L. 3"3,000

L. 723,000'

L )

Remains to be exported ‘L. 4oo 000
Black cattle exported, fuppofed to.
the value of

100,000

Lead, falmon, hemngs, coarfe B
ﬁockmgb, yarn and other arti- |

cles, fuppofed to be - - 200,020.

——

Carmd forward L. 700,000
Brought

R i o et gt et 4 e

‘{Total funds to pay our annml

rValuc of goods 1mported

| Sum of the yeaﬂy dcbt contna&cd

s}

RV Brought aver - -La 7oo,qoo

Moncy gamed abroad and. import-. - 3

~ ed by the proprictors when they -
return to. refide. at “home at.a.

large average, to. bc yearly 1O, Qoo

“debt. - L 7IO ooox

L. 9oo 6_0'5;
Exportations and other _funds to
B3y that dcbt e 710, ooo:

o——

Rcmam% balance to bc paxd yearly
" in cafh - L. 21101\ ooo”
W o this fum muf‘c bc added the - '
exchange of - money, Wthh,
“at a. medxum, ‘may be reckoned e
kS per cefit. mdc 2,100

D

by Scotland: L. 212,100
In this account, we have reckon- :
~ ed the exchange at ‘an average

for fome years paft; butif it
 were to be reckoned,. at the:pre- -

fent high exchange of 3 per

cent. there will from thence arifer .

an increafe of  debt annually,.‘

" to the extent of 4,200

L w;:o:-g—oa

" To this may be added rents of e
. ftates carried out of the.country j<.’
by non reﬁdents, {fuppofed to be xoo,ooo

Sum-total L. 316 300
In

oA
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In this computatxon, ‘i confideration has

been had to-: the contmcrcnt advantages we -

had by the prlcc of the Jurlfdlé’tlons, annéxed
eftates, &ci-as thefe 'have beer much: more
than counterbalanced * by the: importation ‘of
grain for “many years-paft, at an advanced
price ; neither have ‘we feckoned: the pay-
ment- of the army as a fund, that article

being overbalanccd by thc remlttancc of thc-

taxes.

This then bemg the Pcate of the cafe, can’ |

any man ferioufly think 'of it, w1thout ‘be-

‘wailing his.country, and dreadmg its.ruin,

We all;at prefent begin to feel the effecs, of
it ; but what muft be the confequenccs, 1{;
we fhall continue in this ftate?. .

Our paper-credit has ‘hitherto fupported us
at home, but cannot anfwer our. credit. a~
If our debt fhall annually increafe,
our credit abroad muft fink; and; in pro-
portion as it leflens, we muft pay an advai-

ced price for the goods we purchafe, - which -

ftill makes our forewn Contraé’cious the,
larger. g

Our Banks, not ﬁndmg {pecie to: anfwel
the demands of the country, have alrea-
dy diminifhed their credits £ £ ; and, ‘in all
probability, will be oblwed foon to make a
farther diminution. 'Ihe manufa&urel,
who relied on that credxt of courfe, muft

- be obliged to retrench the quantity of goods-

manufaé‘cmed whereby the amount of our
exports wxll be leﬁ'cncd and our forc1gn debt
: S (will

T
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will be thereby conﬁdcrablymcreafed The
confequence of this will be, the {carcity of
money. muft dxmmlfh the price of lands, hou—
fes, dyc “and the intereft of . .money. muft
rife. - What then muft be the condition of
the inhabitants of this country, who have,
for fome time paft, lived in luxury and af-
ﬂuencc. Shal we, from the pleaﬁng pro-
fpeéf of 1mag1nary riches and” wealth, drop
at once into poverty and diftrefs? ‘This,
my, countrymen, will be the cafe, - 1f fome
fpeedy remedy is not.applied 5 let us, there-
fore, beftir ourfdveb, -awake out of our gol-
den dreams, and ufe our utmoft . efforts to
avmd the danger which is 1mpendmg us.
But you will afk me, what is the cure?

Shew the remedy, and we will apply. it.

1 anfwcr remove the caufe, and the effects
will foon follow ; leffen your expence. in:lj-
ving, encourage and wear your own manu-
faé‘curcs and apply yourlelves. to - the im-
provement of your lands by agriculture.
The expence of your importations- will
then gradually . diminifh;  your: exporta-
tions  will 1ncreafe, and thc balance . in
time will come to be in your | favour.. .. Me-

thinks I hear you. fay, this is a pretty ads

vice in theory ; but how fhall it be-put - in

practice ? Shall. we, in place of French claret, -

drink ftrong beerand aquavitac punch ? Shall

our fine Ladles, inftead of  their filks, wear .

This furely. will ‘never do.

Wsll peoplc of condxtxon ever fubmit to' fuch
| hardfhlps?

worfted . Mroffs?
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" hardﬂnps ?
the: cxample, 1 aflure you folks of middle

will remember it.
“coarfe, bleaching was not: undetftood, and it

1814
If people of rank do not fthew

and- lower ftations mever  will.' ~Set- them
the - example, and it 'becomes - a fathion.
We often fee a rich-man not athamed of fa-
ving his‘money, when a man of lefs ‘wealth
durkt not attempt - it, - left He fhould ‘be
thought poor. But paft experlence teaches

that the remedy ‘propofed is not fo chlmerl- '
- cal as it-at firlt appears.

Itis not 40 years fince we had nota piece
of linen made in Scotland fit for any Gen-
tleman to wear. ‘Our apparel of that kind
‘was all imported from Holland ; ‘about the
year 1725 and 1726, a fet-of worthy ‘Gen-
tlemen thought of fﬁabhfhmg the dinen-
manufacure - here 3 they were ridiculed as
projectors ; one-of them is till alive, and
The - fabric' then was

was faid it was 1mpoﬂible ever to make it fit
forany Gentleman’s wear: Animated, how-
ever, with a true love to their country, they

- promoted refolutions in all the public focie-
‘but Scots ‘linen; it - .
the manufacures daily

ties to wear nothin
became a fathion ;
improved, and at length armved to a, vcry
valuable branch of trade. = |
Some years after, the fame Gcntlcmen,
fplrlted ftill with a warm zeal for the good of
their country, ‘had the good fortune to pro-
mote the diftillery of home- fpirits, which in-
crcafed thc prxcc of ourbarley, and entirely put

a

I 9c 1y

ftop. to the 1mportat\10n of Frq:nch bran-

dy At this time;. oppoﬁtxon to; the' admi~

piftration run high, 'and the fpmt Of_P.w,

- was violents | yet, . all, of them - agreed. in: -

encouraging - this; branch of manufa&ure:-
Aquavxtaevpupch bccame then the fafthion-:

able liquor, -even at thc: t;ables of .our’ Nom—;
lxty and fupreme Judges; the lefler people:
followed their example,: and the dlihllq:ry‘
flougithed ; . until, = for . prudcmlal .reafons

in our: ne}ghboglrmg coumry, the: Govem-

ment thought pro. er.to dlfchargc it over,

thc wholc Ifland. .

It.is but very lately we h'we e(xpencncedf
the good effeét of our: public réfolutions, -in,
abolehmg a moft inveterate | cuftem -in.

giving .vails to fervapts; when, tlus was. firf

bcgan, though mofk: people approved of the

meafure, many de ea,ded the fuccefs::. but . we

* have had the pleafure to find out fear ground=
krfs, and that the. . plaéhce has now- become:
general:.an examplc, -which many of ‘the,
people of the higheft rank in Encrla.nd havc

lhought proper fince to, follow,

In Ireland, we havc feen the effe&s of'

tlﬁat fpmt of patrlotlfm i peopl@ of all ranks
formed themielvcs iuto. focxem;s

QLlcnpes 2

‘-":_: LI ', . : ;. Of

for the;
encourag_cmcnt of their. manufdétures ‘La~
dies, of ;ithe beft quality  appeared:.at - court
in. worfted fuffs of -the- -manufactyre. of Tres
land ; it.became. a, fathion,; and - they were.
thouorht not:to be well: dreﬁ‘cd,; .whien: they:-
did. nog comply thh the . lauddblc cuftom:
of t,helr ~COUnLry. What were the confe-;
. Their - mamlﬁé’tmes ﬂoumfhed s
their lands were 1mproved and the value’
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‘ q~ra1 ‘brd 1C 'hes of our manufa&mes have been

8 and an‘ Irxfh‘ player had the dddrefs to pro-‘

.tlon o xpeak Enohfh L)
T hus; fyou: fee the powerful mﬂuence of
faﬂuon ‘how! unhappy isit fof*our country,
it /is “hot properly | direted I You - have’

- ht?l»p it

’ w,ei.'t R

| hey were ﬁftyyears ago,: BIERE SN

go erecied: at” Edinb
"dem it of - the ma

Jmprovcd by it 'Bae unfortupately for: the

© pation the fa(hlén changed: - Tlie ‘powers’

of . eloquence became next to: be’ the toplc,

feen' the dantrer the nation is' in’ of a-to~

tal bank1 uptcy ; it'is'in"the power, - afd in--

deed ‘s the duty, “of ‘every individdal® to~
prevent-it. . If people of; rank: will take the:

, lead and form proper affocxatlons for wear--

ing the ‘Tiapufattures ‘of their country, lef-

fer people will foon follow their example, and .
‘thé fathion*will become general : “But, if’ the®

Noblhty #hd Gentry ‘fhall #till' continue to’

import ¢very thing they ufe, we, fhall - con=’
tinue ouf’ expence as ' Johg'as we havc fo--
. *r‘elgn medxt, ana, when that is ‘gone,’ we -
- -will find- ourfclves under the dlfaoreeable

old proverb of dur o

jbehmd ‘Hand.’

.,-;F I N I S

on of - the ¢1rifh; !, 4¢ tywas

eip: c[’cates are now‘zvery near double of |




