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N 1F-it be posmblq, ‘for &' momet; o ‘with.
. draw!the public attention from the mighty
B catalogue of public:-events; there ;,.i;s,:; pers

haps;:no subjectof démestic poliey’ siore

 deserving of a dispassionate considération)

than the questien ‘of ‘an’ ~alltération : in>the
Corn: Laws, Whmh was’ ammduc‘ed dumng
the last 'sessions; stos the ’attenhom ofxpara- "
liaments and more: esPeclaliy;f as th’_ereai's'
:éxréry‘}«vreason*-;'td*fs’beﬁeve; that 35;'%;?:@:1»— |
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sideration of it will not only, ere Iong,

~ be resunied but some statutory regu-

again prorogued

While proprletors and occupiers of
land are, ,perhaps, on. the one hand ~apt

to. lndulge views of the subJect suggested'

- by their notlons of self interest, regardless

of all sound doctrmes, and of the opxmons

' lation take -;place, | ;before parllament be

of enlightened:men; and persons, of gréat .- -

intelligence,. .are; .ion. the: other.: shand;

doctrmes, to whxch exceptions; enly: can

- prone to-cut’ short dlscuSSlon, _by. applymg_ /

be;; objected,; without regarding practical - '

eﬁ'ects ;itiis of ithe, utmost. 1mportance, that

the,, subject should ‘be viewed with ample K

Justme) to. all, conmderatmns, and thata con:

' clusxon should be arrived. at, . as:; muoh

' consonant :.amtb,goundstheorygz;aa;'..t-he{ cons

4

© the: cqmm‘umty gl Bo o sl

3

 dition of thé empire will admit s keepingin
view" sueh - circumstances: in: our:condition
‘as‘appear-to be, asiwell ‘of ' tetporaryas of
- permaneit’ exiStencé:ia??‘canclﬁ‘sioﬁ%vhi’c}i -

- promises to :prdd'ué’e‘ the smallest:amount of

evil; whieh' is tantamount to'ithe" greatest

) pra.ctmal ‘amotint’ of geod 't0 all classes of .

N ;o

Keepmg it view such feelmgs and ‘con:

’ sxde‘ra’tldns; dt “iéBelieved: to ‘be-the sound
- conclusi'on’,?r-"fthat’z%aﬁ'ialtérsa:tion: in“the Céru
: Laws i$' wise;” and necessary  to- the: well - -
being of “the -country ;" and ~although
| such alteration "m'%iy;' at first’ sight'-‘-‘-ff appear |

“to glve “an- undue: advantage to -the’-pro-

prletors and occupiers’ of" land, ‘yet’ that:it

is the clear mterest of the pubhe, that they
* should be so beneﬁted and ' that ‘such ad-

~ vantage is no more than what - is ‘required

B2
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for the maintenance :of general prbsperity,

" While this is,an’ opinion cautmusly arrived
at, it is- formed ~only ; upon -a. cpnsxdera,p: -

all branches of manufactures and com-

meree,-in. whlch we: exlst and from a cons

_ vlctxon, that we must conform,- in. respec{: :

of the commerce of gram, tg. ;the altered

there elther an entire freedom of . comrerce - -

; 't;op‘ ~of .'the. artificial . -condition, - as . te ‘

" condition.. of ithe country, whlch presents...; |
itself. - Were the case: d;ﬂ‘erent and were

and actual absence of all restrictive law,

~er a. prospect of such restriction being
‘gradually done away, there can beno -

: doubt, but that a . temporary evil pught to

be:; enduredg for the ~sake of. ultlmately -

" estabhshmg the ‘best - general prlnmples .
- -But the case is’ dlf?erent

the- questmn is

not, one of a. negotlatxon and ‘mutual como
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| pﬁcgf between .the agticqlt_ural» ,.'z_;mdz '_édmg -
miercial:ipterests, in which the latter holdy

out to the former, If yoi;' will consent, ;i,tha:t

there shall be no restiiction in ?your». favour;

I will agree:to- have all: prqteetmg and 8 (-3}

strxctlve Jaws m my favgur done away.

‘No such: prpspeet, is held out. - The coms
| mer‘cial: i'ntei'és‘t-will retainSueh ‘proteetians | ._ |
as: they at: <present enjoy, They have nio
» ;ntentmn of waving their: pnvﬂeges, and‘ e

urge the: beneﬁt of': unrestncted commerce

only in the case of : corn, in whxch they dQ

not: dea.l and are. concerned only as cons

sumers; . The questlon is, they retammg ,
‘such advantages, ,Is the agmcultural ‘ns
~ terest to attam any alteratlon in_the: law,
which; whlle it is: favourable to them, will
operate, to. say. the least. of it not to the
'1n3ury of the pubhc in: genera,H

It doee ‘not seem to . be a- proposmon_\
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Tiable ’i'quﬁe‘sﬁoﬁ; ‘that ‘it ‘is important to
" the country, that the: prlce 'of grain'should

" not be hable to'violent ﬂuctuatlons ‘and’ ex<

| perlence goes far to show, that in ho' ‘way

Y. can’ such umformlty ‘be “ensured; " but by

the. demands of the country bemg wholly.

supphed from it’sown produce. “Were the
'mternal consumptlon of gram thus‘-‘pro:
- state of dependence upon forelgn supply
which, ‘besides " the uncertalnty arising

from’ mterruptmns to commerce, subJects

it to the manifold risk of .the'seas,ons-,- and -

- failute of foreign crops; and;iif the’pro-

~ duce can' be 'rbrougm*""fa—f»éxcéeaffhé con-

/sumptxon, a store is provided for occasmns'

_ of necessity; from whatqoever cause ansmg

Ttis swise, therefore 5 to encouragethei mves_t,« '

ment of capital in agriculture, and thereby

to rénder as large as possible the excess in

7

| the, amount .of home produce, above that
of consumptwn. T By -suchi means, ‘the,
wages: of : labour:: parta.ke a. hke umformlty,:
with. the’ price. of. grain;;, and whlle the |
grower of .corn. is.. beneﬁted by stablhty Jn
price, ; all othen; branches of. industry; are.
promoted by an.. absence of ﬂuetua.txon m |
the. -price of labour.. ~ Such. are some, of the“» |
general cons1deratlons, which, 1niuce a},‘

belief;', that.the welfare of the emplre de—_,;
“mands, that it- should be an ezsportm 5 i |

" stea.drof-agnumpontl.ng;nat.xoxg!, and that, in.

order to attain. this end, and to, promote a

continued ...\spi'ri,.t? Jin_agricultural improve:
ment, the home grower .of corn onght, in
the -present; cu‘cumstances of tlns natxon

and the world, ta.be proteeted toa certam, |

exteggt, against the foreign grower. . That

the interposition .of .the_legislature. is, at.

present, . required, . to protect. the, home
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 grower, seems to be-showno by the: fact;
that, if faee importation of grain be per

mitted, ‘he cannot, without ruii. t¢ himself;

- under the tdxation which affects hiin, .and

which will continue to affect: him ‘upon any
~ probable  caléulation of | diminution, and
which must be paid to him as a part of the
‘price of his grain, :'raﬁ'ord‘? to sell it at so
cheap a:rate %és it may be ?impbrtéd:': It
farther seems manifest; that the nominal: o
* money price’ of grain’ and nominal rate of
rents have been: raised by-the depréciation

of ‘the currency; dnd that, consequently;

 if the price” of grain' to ‘the 'home grower =

be reduced: below the rate at: w/‘-liicli"héf can
- afford if,i m the currency,  as- it stands, he
is fatally injured, to the: behefit ‘of ‘the
~ foreign -grower, ' ‘and ’t'ol the- advantag_é? of
scarcely ‘any set of ihdivi_dua]é ‘of the ‘com-

munity of this' country ; *%xllf"clasSeéf using
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the same:circulating me‘dinm,; ‘and the de~
pxc¢iafion ‘enabling’ the.. labouring - classes

‘to-pay: a*highei‘l nominal rate for. their food,

-precisely in the same proportion; as it has

raised: the price of grain and rét,-‘e‘,o_f rents; -

. To this,: it ‘is- no. answer to say, that the
- foreign grower is paid in the same. currency;
it is enough,. that depreciation has raised

: -pr.iécs _and- rents, and that importation,

unfettered, will - lawer :the price.to:a rate,

~ at.which, while depreciationv;cqhtginyes, the

- home grower cannot afford to sell his pro-

duce. T I ST eh PR

;.. An opinion, and. alarm have been. ex-

~ pressed by some, . that .restrictiqxi,, upon im-

portation would be.followed by a rise.in

the .wages of labour; but _such  appre=

‘hension proceeds upon an assumption, that

~ xestriction  must produce a scale. of prices.

c
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extravagantly: high, while’ it iis  humbly
conceived; that modetate butregular prices,
would i alone: follow -isuch - nésiriction  as
‘6uglit to beenacted.: Thefair object of the
lioine gwwer s toimaintain, ‘not tol :rdise
pricess  and it is: ot to( e desired [ithat
prices- shiould: be- maintained to/him, ‘pers
haps; higher-than the: average of thelast
tén! years, ‘éertainly mot higher! than that,
~ of the lastofive; The price of labour. is; at
present, founded-upon that scale; andwere
it lowered,’ by a. freellom ‘of importation,
\ the _price “of labour would mnot propos-

. X . ,/ . B .
 tiondblybe reduced:: for, while @ rite in-

the price of ‘grain is speedily produbtive of
& rise in the price of labour, a fall in “the
tatter ‘does not'so inmediately énsue upon
* Wfalkin‘the forfner. - - ol 1l
- -+ It must 'be admitted; ‘that alk classes-of

1

the commnunity are deeply interested.in the
prosperity of the landed interest;; and,that,

_in-contemplating. ‘the. occurrence of.a virs |

tually: uxirestrained -importation . of . grain,
upon a general peace,. it is .a bounden
duty to:look: ta the practical  effects. whlch
muiétt : ;ensuéga :The» pxqspegity,-., whxch has

aﬁéﬁded . the - commesxcial .and. manufacs, |

taring ibterests;; Has done much to, raise

“and- te sustain the past prosperity of the
,lahd}iéldicxf ;-and;-if the latter be injured
by a sudden fall .of rents, both. interests

must; matérially suffer ; -the prosperity. of
commeree,; iri é.ny- naiiou,' depending m?}i}}f
1y upen-the flourishing -condition. of. 1t’s
agriculture. It 'apii_eans@e?idept,, ;thé,t,v if

‘an : unrestricted - importation - operate, a

‘much below the average prices of the last

c2
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ten years, upon which the contracts be-
* tweéen landlord and tenant have been

founded durihg’ the - same . period, . and

that an incapacity to pay mustbe the conse~

quence to the tenant ,‘Wit‘hi:n‘ a short iperiod 3

a period varying to individuals, in propor-

tion to the capital» ‘possessed by them, but

eventually certain, upon the approaching

or actual exhaustion of that-eapifal.’ ‘Such

é calamity ought, assuredly, to be guarded

agalnst as soon as it is apprehended to be

of even possible occurrence; and that an -

unrestralned importation, in’ the circum+
| stdnces'"df this nation and the world,
| Wou]d produce that effect, may safely he
said to be demonstrable, ‘ ,

It has been said, by persons of great

consideration, that, if - the present Tents

cannot be maintained by the course of

13

prices: left free, the’ clear ﬁxt"ereét of tﬁe_‘ -

public is, ‘that the Jandlords should form

new 'ba‘rgai'ns‘ with their teénants;  and that
their real interest is’ not. prejudiced by bea-,:

| in;g"aebm}inelled to: aeebmmodat’e the nominal

rate of their profit to the natural alteration

in the end; whether they have :low rents

~and: ‘pay low prices;, or high- rents and pay

high pmces

and the conclusion. 'following’ from-it: salii-

| tary, if _the prmcxples ‘upon which it s

founded could be put into immediate opera--

of prlces 5 that it sxgmﬁes nothing: to them,

. That this ; reasonmg. is sound; '

tion, need_ not, and. cannot, “perhaps; ‘be |

disputed -‘butf-fsb far from it being' probable
that these prmmples would’ prevall there
is reason to apprehend ‘that evils of - great
magmtude would result, in their prorrress

to ,estabhshment,

Sy

~Could landholders ‘be
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persuaded, oné and all, to accede to the
fﬁneip}ie; that it niatters riot to’ 'the'm;».. ikt
mately, -what the noininal rate of 'their
profit.be,. and’ to act upon-it; by lowerinj
their vents, it would be faif dbd wise td

. pféfé'v‘ this system bfé.cco:ifinodaﬁdn'to any

othef ; -but such. cofiduct,” on the- pal:t of
landholdcrs, it 1s feared 18 het to be bﬁk‘e’e‘i
for‘ Each landholdex: w1ll continue to take

Iu.s nndmnmshed; remi, so I‘ong as the te<
| nait. can po&xbly pay it He will comsider
Ins own' case an :exceptiony to all” others,

and pay little. regard to the. wisdom of
- {ollqw;ng. a fdxﬂ'erent,. couduct, by lowering
his /.I'lm‘m'ﬁnal tent, -and’ maintziining'* +the
| pmspemty of his tenants; - “He w1l}, i ‘point
of faet, levy hig. full rent, untib he'canmo
longer obtain it} and the principle’-of it
béing imméterial to the landholder; whes

15 |
ther he:xeceives high rénts and pays: hxgh .
prices,; or: the.reverse, will: be undm'sﬁmd
by him; and’ gain’ ground, -only' uptm the
actual bankruptcy of the Whole tenantry of
the country. .. - REELEEE SR o

“Buch: are seme l}f the conmderatmns,

w:hwh induce an approbation eﬁ «»a, zprmcl.ple

~ eontained-in the Rep@rt of a: SelectCem-» ’

mittee of the House of Commons, to Wthh
the. C@rn Laws ‘were meferx:ed Cam the last

- sessions of parhament~ viz. That the im-

porfta.txon of forelgn x gra;m mto Great
Britain and Ireland :ought tobe reetramed

that a rate sheuld be ﬁxed ‘and that, w}ule '
the: pmces, as ascertamed by the averages
Uf the kmgﬂom, shaLl contmue at or below
such rate, lmported corn’ sh'zll be hable ta
a high duty, of such a.mount as added to

the:said a:verage price, shall conmderab]y
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~ exceed the rate so fixed, and:operate as a

préhibition upon importation. In this way,

‘the foreign - grower :ca,nnbtfa interfere with
the home grower, until the price of corn;,iq
the home mark\e’t, éxceeds a fixed rate ;-\arid
when it does exceed that raite‘,: thaf-fa lo.wér
and nominal duty only. s_hould e imposed.
While such is the principle of the protec-
tion,l:_which- ought to be afforded to ‘the
~ British grower, it is becoming to abstailj
‘fr(;)m détails,‘ for thé_ discussion. of which,
| a(iequate' information cannot' be attained
but by anxious research ; the : adjustment
of the scale of prices and rates, ﬁecessary
td‘ carrying the foregbihg _‘prinbiple into
practice, is matter of extreme delicaé_y and
| importance, and cannbi; be so well ﬁxéd, as

by the matured wisdom and information of

‘parliament. It is only farth‘er; to be said, |
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that while it appears to be necessary and
wise, that the home grower should be pro-
tected, it is equally to be desired, that mo-

derate prices only should be secured to him

and that the consumer should not be wan-

tonly injured, by encouragement given, by
restrictive laws, to agriculture, in the spirit

of extravagant speculation.

"THE END.

C. WOOD, Printer, |
Poppin’s Court, Fleet Street.







