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LETTER L

April 30, 1798.

SIR,

I THOUGHT myfelf much obliged to you for quitting, though but for
a fhort time, the a&ive and chearful fcene of life. in which you are en-

gaged, to vifit an old friend in the retired fituation where you found me.

Nothing, I believe, was farther from your thoughts than to converfe
on public matters, in a place fo private, and with a man fo fequeftered
from the world and its occupations as myfelf. But your heart was too
full, and your mind too much imprefled by the prefent ftate of your
country, not to give fome expreflion to your fentiments, and fome vent to
your feelings. You found that a concern for our common danger had
reached even the inhabitant of this diftant, homely manfion; and we

fell infenfibly upon the common topic of America.—It was a wifh of
B : much
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much kindnefs to myfelf, but little to you, that you would have pre.
longed your ftay ; bur your engagements would not allow ir. You lefe.
me, you know, juft as our converfation- began on a few pafiages of two.
diftinguifhed pamphlets. One of which; entitled « An Hiftory of the
“.Colonization of the Frre StaTes. of Antiquity,” "you had the
goodnefs to bring with you; the other, the “ Dean of Gloucefter’s
Tracts,” you found here.

The paffage in. the latter which.drew out our comments, is in his
Fourth: Tra& on. Political and Commercial Subjecs, ¢ where (fays he)
*“-Iam far from charging our. colonies with being SINNERS aBoOVE
“-0THERS; becaule, I believe, (and if I am wrong, let the hiftory of
~all colonies, whether . ancient or modern,. from the days of Thucidides.
~down to the prefent time, confute me if they can) I fay, till that is

done, I believe, it is the nature of them.all to afpire at Independency,
- and fet up for themfelves,”

The Poet we admire. makes-one of. his- Kings fay, upon the revolt
of ‘his fubjeéts*; v

 Are thefe things neceflities ?
¢ Then let us meet them like neceffities.”

You and I did not form any regular opiniion of Dr. Tucker’sidea of an -
alliance with America; but we both agreed, that fhould we take up our
pens in fuppott of fuch a plany we would either #frp fo much of the

Dean’s profclﬂoh,, who is a Minifter of the Gofpel, or affume fo much of:
ouf own, Which is that of Chriftians, as to recomnmend an alliance on the

bafis of goba‘will,. charity, and peace; unaccompanied by declarations. of -

énmity, and ekpreflions of malevolence.

* Shakefpeare’s Heniy IV, I'
-
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It was no particular fentence, but the genesal tenor of the other pams
phlet, on which we had fome difcourfe. The author (I am told) is @
gentleman of North Britain, M~0ch/i4s the literary world indebted to his
countrymen, for the many excellent performances they have publifhed of
Jate years.. This perfon is of great knowledge, and writes in a mafterly
ftile ; but in- his Hiftory of the Colonization of Free States, has confired .
Limfelf to the mere pratiice of fovereign fates in the government of their
colorniies, particularly in refpe of taxation. I with he had gone further; .
becaufe, the knowledge that we are interefted in acquiring, is,

Firft, What were the grounds and principles on which the power of:
taxation was founded; and .

S‘ccbndly, What effeCts  the  exereife of that power has commonly
produced.

Had the learned commentator proceeded to this part of ancient hiftory,
he would have fhewn not only (as Dr. Tucker truly afferts) that ¢ it is-
“ the nature of them all to afpire at Independency ;” but he might alfo
have explained to us, why nature may be fuppofed to have had her fhare -
inimpelling fo-many nations * to fet up:for themfelves.”

He has, indeed, done more than any other writer towards bringing the -
ground of American taxation within the precin@s of liberty, ¥e has en-
deavoured to fhew its conformity to the examples of the freeft ftates of
antiquity, the Carthagenian, Greek, and Roman, .

But, of all guides to public.meafures, PRecEDENTS are the moft. fal-
lacious. The temper and habits of one -age and on¢ nation, may be il
fuited to the fathions of another time, and to the genius of another people ; .
and to derive equal fuccefs from a fimilarity of meafures, not only the
fame wifdom and fortitude are neceffary, but, what cannot be infured, the

fame fortune.~Great, indeed, are the benefits of example, if well con-

fidered s, .
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fidered ; great are the dangers alfo, if partially or injudicioufly applied.—

Principles muft be inveftigated ; means weighed with their ends; times
and feafons obferved ; and what is the firft confideration in a free govern.
ment, the genius and difpofition of the governed. .
If the partial exercifes of arbitrary power in Free States, either ancient
or modern, could authorize defpotifim, no tyranny would be unwarranted,
It was faid, ¢ that he who was free in Sparta, was moft fo; but a flave
¢« there, was the greatelt flave upon earth.” But, I truft, we fhall never
hear either the condition of a Spartan helot, or the modern treatment of 3

i imanity.

Weft Indian negro, recommended as famples of freedom and humanity

As far as example can teach wifdom and promote juftice, Fhe one i.s to
be deduced from the principles, the other from the ¢ffeé?s of public councils,

The length of my letters on this extenfive fubjeét may, perhz‘xps, tire
you ; but remember, it is a tafk enjoined by yogrfelf, and that it is per-
formed by

Your fincere friend, &c.

LETTER
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L ETTER I1.

May 7, 1748,
SIR,

IN our late converfation, how ftrongly did you diffent from Dr, Tucker’s

affertion, ¢ That it is the nature of all colonies to afpire at Indepen-
¢ dence I”

You thought the revolt of a colony from its parent ftate ought as little
to be afcribed to any impulfe of Nature, as the moft unnatural difobedience
of a child towards a real parent. Nor can I forget the earneftnefs with
which you afked, Whether the authority of a mother country was an idle
phantom ? a mere charm, that lofes its ftrength, if you queftion its reality ?

You know, my friend, how litele philofophy has fallen to my Iot; but
ftill you made me promife to afcertain (and I will do it as well as [ am able)
the intereft that Nature may be fuppofed to bear in the conne®ion betwixt
a colony and her parent ftate,. ’

In the firlt place, let us fee what are thofe bonds of union and affetion
that Nature herfelf has inftituted. She has implanted in all created beings
a love and inclination in the mother to her offspring. But, does this love
cxtend to the mother country and her plantations? No. Parental love is

founded not only in the property -of blood, but in thofe various offices,
from whence '

, -¢¢ The charities
“ Of father, fon, and brother, firft were known.”

C Hondur
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Tonour, love, obedience, naturally follow a regular, prudent, and afféc-

tionate education. “The firft fruits appear in fimplicity and innocence ;
the next in obfervance of the parent’s will, and a ftudioufnefs to attain
the improvements he direfts; at length they ripen into duty, reverence,
attenticn, cordiality, and attachment. Such is the harveft of filial grati-
tude, and where care is taken in the cultivation, the ground feldom proves.
unfaithful.

- But thefe tendernefles, as well as all other perfonal connetions, are
formed and cemented by the habits of friendfhip, and endearments. of
fociety. They never can fubfift berwixt people that have long been fevered,.
and are far diftant from each other. ‘

Does then inflinit operate betwixt a mother country and her colony?

Perhaps we may trace in that inftin&ive, fhort-lived inclination of animals,.

fomething more analagous than in that permanent affection, which diftin-

guiﬂnesou_r.own.,I'peci‘es. For, in animals, we fee that Nature has given.

the mother fuch a portion of tendernefs, affiduity, and care, as is neceffary.

for the prefcrvation and nurture of her young ones; but the young ones,.

as. they grow up, froma ftate of impotency to felf fupport, become indif-
ferent to their mother ; ¢ and the mother grows HARDENED againft her
 young ones, as though they were not her’s. (Job, c. 39, v. 16.)

If the comparifon does not ftrike you, 1 will not mark it. Still it may.
be afked, Are not the mother country and her colony the fame country?
Doesnot the principle of loving our country, apply equally. to both ?

Let us explain terms before we reafon upon principles.. What then do:

we mean by the term Country, as relative to the duty we owe, and the love

we bear it? We do not mean the foil ; we do not mean the climate 3 but,.

we mean that Conftitution of Government, by which we enjoy peace, fecu-
rity, and freedom. You, my friend, love your country, becaufe you are

born to the inheritance of her laws;. becaufe, under THEM, you. enjoy the
’ privileges

7))
privilege, « fentire quae velis, & fari quae fentias,” not as Tacitus enjoyed
it, by the permiffion of a gracious Emperor, but as your own birth-right.
It is a trite quotation, but for its aptnefs you may allow me to repeat a
noted fentence in Tully’s Offices *. ¢ Dear are our parents, our children,

« our relations, and our friends; but the love of our country, compre-
« hends all affections whatfoever.” For there is a felf that refides within

us, and forms the centre of all our paffions.

¢« Self-love and focial are the fame.” PorE..

More firongly ftill are felf-love and public love wnited; for, it is fociety.‘

that conftitutes the chief happinefs of human life; but there is no enjoy-
ment of fociety without liberty, and public. love with public {pirit is the
guardian of liberty. ‘

But, in order to identify the love, fecure the allegiance, and command

the duty of the colony, it is neceffary for the mother country, on ber part,.

to.govern the colony exactly upon the fame principles, and according to
the fame rules, forms, and orders, as her refident citizens are governed by 5
it is alfo neceffary to maintain every barrier of freedom, both in perfon and
property, within the province, in the fame ftate as they are kept within her
own precin&s. For, if the confitution is once changed upon the colonift,
the country is no longer kis. country ; he becomes an alien, How 1is it-
poffible, in nature, for any man to love a country which gives liberty to

others, but denies it to himfelf ; and which protects the property of other-

men, but lays violent hands upon his own 2

# Cari parentes, cari liberi, cari propinqui, cari amici, fed omnes omnium caritates
patria una complexa eft.

b Mavw dndiase, o @iy TETXOWTRs TG 5 wrgdmoniyy adimevi Oy drpdlgdrat.

Thuc. lib. i.

We
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by the mother country, have not preceded the revolts of the Colonies ?

We nave known “ How joyful and good a thing it is 3" we alfo knoy
Dy experience, how praficable a thing it is, for brethren, though at a vaft
diftance, * to dwell together in unity ;” but, that unity will be preferved no

longer than it retains its fimilitude to that * precious ointment,” which was
poured not on the head only, but * went down to all fkirts of the cloathing.”

Agreeing then with Dr. Tucker, that, “ Our colonies are not finners
< above the reft, but that from the days of Thucidides to the prefent time,
* they have all revolted.” Let us purfue that equitable maxim, ¢ audi
* alteram partem.” Let us enquire, Whether from the moft antient times
to thefe modern ones, hiftory can produce one fingle inftance, that any
mother country ever governed her colonies according to the principles of
the fame conftitution, which her refident citizens were governed by ? And
whether the exercife of an unlimited power, and the exa@ions of {ubfidies,

As to which was the fizning party, and which the party finned againft, we
will, if you pleafe, leave that for the Dean of Gloucefter to determine.
You will foon hear from me again;

In:the mean time believe, that I am, &o.

LETTER
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LETTER 1L

May 21, 1778,
STR,

EFORE T relate any particular events from the hiftory of Carthage,

permit me to mark a particularity in her fate; which is, that there is
no hiftorian of that country.—And, is it not ftrange, that fo great a nation,
if not the firft to invent, yet the firft that improved, encouraged, and
diffufed the ufe of letters, fhould be left, like the lion in the fable, with-
out one native writer, to define her conftitution, compofe her annals,
and preferve the fame of her ftatefmen and her heroes ?

What we collect of Carthage is gleaned from the hiftories of other nations,
The little information I fhall fend you, is taken from Polybius ; but, to
give all poffible authority to my narrative, permit me to remind you who
my author was. Polybius was a native and citizen of that famous re-
public of Achaia, which, though leaft in power, became the firft ftate
of Greece, by the reputation of wifdom and integrity in her government.
Achaia was the centre of union, the arbitratrix, judge, and model of all
Greece.  In this government, Polybius became eminent in the feveral
ftations of foldier, ftatefman, philofopher, and erator. Not only the
means of knowledge, but the pureft fentiments of liberty were congenial
to his birth and education, being the fon of Lycortas, who was fecond to
Philopmen whilft he lived, and at his death became the firft man of the
flate. At an early period of life, Polybius was appointed to great offices ;
he was minifter for foreign affairs, and general of horfe.

D | . When
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When the Romans reduced Greece to the condition of a province, they
remained ftill jealous of the Achaians, and fearful left fome of their chiefs
might incite the Grecians to aim once more at.a recovery of their freedom,
they, therefore, feized an hundred of the principal men of Achaia, and
fent them to different prifons in Italy. In this forrowful company was
Polybius. His place of confinement was Rome ; where the fame of his
learning brought the great Scipio to vifit him; he obtained his releafe,

and appointed him tutor to his fon. The firft effort of his own liberty

was to procure that of his furviving countrymen, who were but few.

Though Scipio himfelf made the motion for their deliverance, the Senate

appeared averfe to compliance, till Cato gave a turn to the debate,. by
faying, ¢ It was unworthy of a Roman Senate to wafte time in debating,
« whether a few miferable Grecians thould be buried in Rome, or in
« Greece! In the name of the Gods (faid he) let the poor wretches chufe
s« their own place of burial *.”

After his difcharge from imprifonment, Polybius was affigned to the

pitiable employment of a Roman Commiffary, to fettle fuch conftitutions of
government, as the Senate thought fit to impofe on the different ftates of
Greece. This commiffion he executed fo, as to give his unhappy country-
men as much comfort, as they were capable of réceiving,.—On his return.
to Rome, he was taken into Scipio’s family, and attended him in all his
campaigns. But his time was devoted to the compofing of his hiftory.
He had been an eye witnefs to the wreck of many a frée ftate, and it

feems his main obje& to warn future nations againft running upon the
rocks on which they fplit.

Happily he has not left us without his opinion pointed to the very

fubje&t of the taxation of colonies. He recapitulates firft the plea of

neceffity on which Carthage proceeded to tax her colonies. Fle then re-

* Platarch,

marks
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marks, that the calamities which enfued were incomparably greater than
all fhe fuffered in a war of twenty-four years duration with Rome; that
the attempt to’curtail the pay of the foreign mercenaries, was the fpring
of thefe calamities, which were fwelled up to-a torrent by the taxation of
the colonies,

After fumming up thefe facs, Polybius gives this fhort but important
fefforr 3 ¢ That they who are intrufted with the adminiftration of public
« affairs, ought not to form their fyftems on the exigencies of the day,
« butlook forward to the confequences which their meafures may produce
« in futuge times™.”

I am, &c:

* Qurwg de wore Ju 7eg. opbag Covhsvopniavs mgog To magey uoror irs &6 padAor) TEOE TO pAAAGK
amabAtm. '

LETTER




May 28, 1448,

SR, y 77
I AM afraid T fhall trefpafs on your patience. It was my intention to

{ay no more of Carthage than what relates merely to the taxation of her
colonies. It was at the clofe of the firft war with Rome, when that meafyre
was {ubftantially and extenfively adopted ; but I with to give you a fhort ac-
count of the events of that period, that you may draw your own comment on
#his precedent of the taxation of Colonies. The war had lafted twenty-four
years ; each country had experienced great viciffitudes of fortune; each had
fuftained many lofles of fleets and armies; and a refpite became equally ne-
ceflary and equally defireable on both fides. But the peace, when obtained,

was underftood to be but temporary ; each nation had fuffered too many .

injuries to make a reciprocal friendfhip lafting; each party had gained fuc.
cefs enough to hope for a better event of another war. They were jealous
and envious of each other ; Carthage as anxious to preferve the dominion
of the fea, as Rome was ambitious to wreft it from her hands,

In this fituation, every ground of prefent neceflity and of future danger
called upon the government of Carthage for a fupply and reparation of her
finances.  But there was another and more urgent diftrefs ftill; for, fuch
had been the inattention of her minifters, that there was no money in
the Exchequer to pay off the arrears of thofe foreign troops, whom they

- had employed in Sicily,

At this dangerous and important crifis, Hanno (the chief of the party,
which ftood in oppofition to the Barcine fattion) took the lead in the affairs
of
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of Carthage*. The adminiftration of the colonjes was entirely in his hands,
Hanno appears to have been a very indolent man+, and a moft improvi-
dent minifter ; without a capacity to forefee and guard againft events, but
waiting always for events to be governed by them I

The body of unpaid diffatisied mercenaries confifted of 20,000 men,
proud of their fervices and confcious of their importance, who had with-
ftood the whole force of Rome, and procured peace for Carthage. But fo
thoughtlefls were the minifters, that they received this difcontented army
within their walls; their clamours encreafed every hour.  Hanno attempted
to footh them by a fpeech, but his eloquence, however efficient in the
Senate-houfe, made no impreffion on the old foldiers. They took up arms,
The Senate bsgan a treaty; but the more conceffions were offered, the
higher the malecontents rofe in their demands. They now required pay-
ment, at an high price, for every horfe they had loft during the war, and
that their arrears fhould be computed at the higheft rate that corn had ever
fold for, during the time of their fervice. Thefe demands it was imprac-
ticable either to liquidate or difcharge. The Senate, therefore, refolved to
oppofe force to force. Hanno affumed the condu& of the war, and by

* Aoy § Swagyes Ter Kagyndonay.

T Ay & wg a"ve;-;aa(pn velgwg ~Hanrno ignavé fe geflits  (Canfabon’s Tranf,)

1 Demofthenes frequently mentions a minifter of this fort as the worft that can be. And
Lord Bacon quotes his authority for marking it as the difference betwixt a good and a bad
minifter, that the former governs events, and the latter Is governed by them:. His Latin
tranflation of Demofthenes is, A cordatis viris res ipfie ducend=, & non ipfi eventus tantim.
perfequi coguntur.  Advancement of Learning. Fol. Ed. 533. '

¥ Raw pn Qi iewo dvvaorbas pabew, 55 du voug ogbus morepw Kgwperovs, x axorslew Toig LY UBTIIy
N avrug sumgoalen ewas wuy weaypater:  What follows is very ftrong and ingenious : Kas
Ty avToy TgOTOV, a)o‘?rzg Té’ fe&TEU‘M“TNP “E‘&JO'HIP ay 1§ s'ga:'rwyov W'ﬂiﬁeaf 8TWg xdi Twy Wg“y‘u“'fb)ﬁ .
78 v Budcvopersg nyeiroas Xen, D av exswots duxn, TauTaw TRTTYTRY; ¥y pbh, T ovpSaiera
wayralomar duwxew,  ift againft Philip. Demoft.

E the
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the induftry of the officers whom he employed in the inferior departments,
having foon prepared an army, defeated the mercenaries in the firft engage-

ment; but prefuming on their want of difcipline, and that they would:

never be able to rally, he returned to the city as if all was over; and his
officers, who were infected with the fame prefumption as himfelf, neglected
to guard their camp. But thefe veterans, who had been trained under the

great Amilcar, knew how to rally as well as to retreat; they had retired in-

a clofe compact body to an adjacent hill; from whence obferving the loofe
and unguarded fituation of their enemy, they renewed the engagement,

forced the Carthaginian entrenchments, and after killing a great number
put the reft to flight, and ook poffeffion of the camp, with all the tents,

baggage, and machines of war.

Hanno, either intimidated by this event, or confcious of his own in-.

feriority to the revolted Generals, declined all opportunities (though
many offered) of rifquing another battle; he advanced and retired,
marched and countermarched, came often clofe to their entrenchments,
and as often retreated from them. This dilatorinefs, and difgraceful con-

du@, obliged the Senate to remove Hanno from the command of the

army, and to confer it upon Amilcar,

Bur the pernicious condu& of Hanno, in his department of minifter,
had raifed other and more dreadful enemies to his country. Thefe were the
dependent ftates and colonies of Carthage ; which, till this unhappy period,
had formed a main part of her riches and her ftrength. The Carthaginians

were a commercial people, and maintained their greatnefs by trade and.

navigation. They had their Navigation A&*, by which they reftrained

their colonies from trading with any other nation but their own. From.
thefe colonies they alfo drew fupplies of feamen, foldiers, provifions,.

* V‘id:' Polibii Legationes. - (The Navigation A& of Charles II, is founded on the fame

~ principles as that of Carthage.)

and
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and military ftores*. Now thefe refources not only failed, but were
turned againft them. . But, Polybius tells us, ¢« Their misfortunes were.
owing to themfelves; for, on the pretence of public neceflity, they had
impofed a double tribute on the cities, and exacted from the country one
half of the annual produce, To taxation, they fuper-added irritation and
infult,® Our hiftorian informs us, * + That contempt and hatred of
« the colonies was the affected tone of Hanno and his Cabinet. Such
« Governors as ated with juftice and humanity, were difregarded by the
¢ miniltry at Carthage; whilft they who: behaved. with: infolence and
¢ cruelty, were careffed and rewarded.”

-

People thus injured wanted no incitements to revolt; a fingle meflige
was fufficent}. Great armies were foon raifed in.the now rebellious
colonies, and the very. women brought together their- jewels, ornaments,

~and gold, which formed no inconfidersble fund towards.defraying the firft

expences of the war..

This war lafted almoft four years, with-fueh-fury, revenge, and havoc,
that its enormities and horrors are not paralleled in hiftory. More than once
were the city, the ftate, and the very bcing of Carthage, on the brink of

ruin 3 the country laid wafte; many of the nobleft and beft citizens, and

fome ot. the moft eminent commanders, put to death; feveral of them
with horrid tortures, and every circumftance of indignity, that invention
could contrive.. At length, the Senate, the Generals, and the people,
were reduced to fuch defpair, that, as their laft and only effort, they com-

* Ka;gxn?oual, Tes d xowas TULATHEVELS Xes NogNYIRS angosgo_vﬂ; ix 7wy xava vy MCum wgoa‘os‘w,
e O worepueaw ilizusras Eovexaeis Svvapsor. .

T Husa & adzor ofior 7oy TolouTay  xab TiMXurey xaxwy Fygyorcay. DT —" % yae
bavpalomss xas mpavses wwv T8 SpaTnyar, ¥, T8 moaws xas Pidalbgames vw whbes xewpevovs,
AN Tu5 wuTolg per EraspaloTas whsicas XognyIas, Kok EMINYIES T & xava TV Xwgar mingTRT M
Xenusvovg. v Eig m Awwy. .

T Towyegsy of pav. didgts €x S1or mwgaAncios. H0§ T QWISATH'y AN dyyihov  peoror idimdnoa.
A Ny, &c. '
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pelled every individual citizen to bear arms. Nor could their immediate
deftruction have been prevented, had it not been for the tranfcendant abj.
Lities of Amilcar; nor could even thefe have been effetual, had not fortune
favoured them with an accidental, unlooked-for divifion of the rebel forces,
for Naravafus, one of their chiefs, came over with a body of troops, juft
at the eve of an engagement, and enabled him to gain a viflory at a time,
when defeat muft have been fatal.  After all, the great genius of Amilcar
was fain to condefcend to treachery at laft for having received the rebel
generals in his tent, as ambaffadors to treat for peace, he feized their
perfons, and then attacking their army by furprize, gave them a decifive
blow, which put an end to the war.

“But your curiofity will be raifed, to know what the Romans were doing.

at this jun@ure. We are not particularly informed ; but imagination may
fupply the want of hiftory, fo as to defcribe the eye with which Rome
beheld her natural enemy and rival wafting her beft blood, and the remaing
of her impaired ftrength, in a civil war againft thofe very people, who
had enabled her to {fupport a war with Rome. At firft, indeed, the Ros
mans obferved the late treaty, and affefted to talk a language of friend-
fhip ; but an event foon happened which manifefted on which fide their
withes lay ; for fome Roman merchants having attempted to fupply the
rebels with provifions, the Carthaginians feized the carriages, togethet
with five hurdred perfons who efcorted the convoy. The Senate of

Rome, with great haughtinefs, demanded their releafe, which the Car-. |

thaginians durft not refufe, and on this conceflion the Romans renewed
their profeffions of friendfhip. But they foon threw off the mafk.

In the midft of the war, the mercenaries that wete garrifoned in Sars

~dinia, revolted alfo, and murdered the Governor, with all the cfficers, civil

and military, that were commiflioned from Carthage. The Carthaginians
fent a general of the name of Hanno; but his troops Joined the rebels,
feized and crucified Hanno. Soon after, thefe very foldiers were expelled

by the Sardinians, who formed a government and conftitution of their

owny

( 17)

ownj and the ifland of Sardinia thus affumed a Rate of Independence.
But when the rebellion on the continent was quelled, the Carthaginians at-
tempted to recover Sardinia. Then the Romans intcrf’ercq. Sardini?. was
a populous and fertile ifland; it had furnifhed great fupplies of p.rovxﬁons
during the Sicilian war, and (what was ftill of more confideration) any
part of Italy might be invaded from thence; it might ferve as a ftation for
thips, a lodgment for troops, and a repofitory for arms and magazipes
of all forts. '

Rome determined to take advantage of the diftreffes of Carthage, to
deprive her of this valuable; and to her own ftate dangerous pofieflion.

No fooner, therefore, did the Carthaginians attempt to bring back the-

Sardinians to their allegiance, than Rome took them openly into her
protection, and even declared war in fupport of their Independence,

The Carthaginians, in zbeir weakened and dejected condition, could not
raife their thoughts to a war with Rome. To the ceffion of Sardinia was
added the humiliating demand of a tribute of twelve hundred talents,
which they were compelled to pay, as well as fubmit to the lofs of all the
refources, confequence, and power, that were annexed to the property
of Sardinia,

Thefe were the fruits that Carthage reaped from the taxation of her
colonies 3 yét fbe did not only fow the feed, but, for a few feafons, ga-
thered in the harveft of taxation; which, after all ‘her unexampled fuffer-
ings in the civil war, ended at laft in finding herfelf exhaufted, infulted,
fpoiled, and at length, zaxed by the very people with whom, through the
affitance of her colonies, and in union with them, fhe had waged war,
and made peace upon equal terms,

Whether the example of .Carthage goes to the fupport either of the

principle or practice of taxing colonies,. I leave to your confideration, and .

temain always . Your’s, &c.

- F LETTER
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LETTER v,

Fune 14, 1748,
S IR,

THE Roman hiftory affords little matter for comment on the taxation
of colonies. There is, however, one event worth your notice,
which happened not long before the clofe of the fecond Punic war, when
Rome was in the greate(t danger to which the ever was expofed.,

Hannibal had been eight years in Italy, was in the full career of his

fuccefles, and Afdrubal his brother advancing with a great army to re-
inforce him. The Roman legions were grown very deficient, and their
treafury -was almoft exhaufted. '

At this dangerous and urgent crifis, they applied to their colonies for

recruits: of men and meney. They had at that time thirty colonies iz

Iraly, of which eighteen complied with the requifition, but twelve refufed
it.  In hours of danger and diftrefs, trivial accidents raife great alarms,
The Senate was never thrown into greater difmay than by this refufal of
the twelve colonies. They expoftulated, admonithed, called upon them
by every tie of common intereft, and by every principle of gratitude,
confanguinity, and affc:&ion; they reminded them of being their own

-offspring ; that they inherited the fame birthright in the fame laws and
liberties with - themfelves 5 and the fame duty which every fon owes his

parent, they owed to their common parent Rome %, The colonies, how-

* Admonuerunt, non Campanos, neque Tarentinos eos effe, fed Romanos; inde oriundos,

inde in colonias, flirpis augend= caufa, miffos, Que liberi parentibus deberent, ea illos

Romanis debere, fi ulla pietas, fi memoria antique patriz effet. Liv,

1

lib. z7. c. 10. .
ever

( 19 )

ever, were deaf to all their remonftrances, and petfevered in denial of
the {upply demanded; but the Senate did not #bex think proper to thew
any further refentment at their difobedience, than to pafs it over with an
indignant filence (ea tacita indignatio pro dignitate reipublice Romana
vifa eft.)

Bue though they fifled their refentment, they did not Sforget it. The
memory of this tranfaction was revived fix years after, and then treated
with great feverity ; for, when Hannibal had quitted Italy, and the Romans
were again in a ftate of tranquillity and fafety, the Senate fummoned the
magiftrates of the twelve refraory colonies to appear before them, and
commanded them to pay double the fum of money, to furnith double the
number of men, and double the number of horfes, to what the obedient
colonies had fupplied upon the former requifition. They pleaded ftrongly
againft this impofition; but no pretence of inability could prote€t them,

no argument of diftrefs and poverty could mitigate the relolution of the

Senate. 'The tax was levied with punctuality and rigour.

There is one refle®tion which muft naturally occur to you upon this
tranfaftion. You cannot but obferve, that there was not fo total 2 want of
wifdom in the Roman councils, as to endanger the fafety of the whole
empire, for the filly purpofe of levying an inconfiderable tax, and punifh-
ing a few refractory colonies. Had they treated thefe difobedient fubjects
with partial {everity, attempted to deprive them of their conftitutional
rights-and privileges, or to feize their property by violent means, not only
the offending colonies would have refifted, but, in all human probability,
the alarm have been taken by all thereft.  Bur the prudence and modera-
tion of the Senate, whilft it with-held the diffaffe@ed from afual refiftance,
fecured the love, obedience, and afliltance of the others. If Livy’s affertion
tion may be credited, “ * That Rome owed her prefervation to the

* Harum coloniarum fubfidio tum imperium populi Romani ftetit.

¢ voluntary
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Having now ended my remarks on fuch pertinent inftances as occurred
in the Roman hiftory, I fhall proceed to execute, as well as I can, your
commands in exploring the Greek hiftory, being at all times

(20 )

¢ voluntary aids of eighteen colonies,” we may fairly conclude, that had
all the thirty colonies, or a confiderable part of them, been driven into
rebellion, and been added to the ftrength of the Carthaginian forces,
Hannibal would r4en have proved an over-match for Rome.

Your obedient and faithful, &c.

o . * T fhall extract but one paffage more from the Roman annals on the
‘ fubject of taxation. It is in the celebrated Hiftory of the Decline of the
Roman Empire. I recolle@ your faying, that you admire the book, and
refpe€t the author, Mr: Gibbons acquaints us, * That the Roman Fm.
** peror Galerius, either to gratify his avarice, or to fupply the exigencies
" of the ftate, made a ftrict and rigorous inquifition into the property of
* his: fubje@s, for the purpofe of a general taxation, both on- their
** lands ‘and perfons. Italy had been for the fpace of five hundred years,
* ever fince the conqueft of Macedon, exempted from taxation. She va-
*¢ lued this priv’ﬁegp the more, as it was the only ditin&ion fhe enjoyed
* from the other fubjects of the empire,  She felt it not, therefore, as a
* violation of her property only, but it hurt her pride to lofe this fingular
““ privilege.” The fame writer obferves, that * Even when the fpirit of
¢ freedom hath been uteerly extinguithed, the tameft fubjedts have fome-

| © *“ tmes ventured to refif an unprecedented invvafion of their property. On

f* * this occafion (he fays) the injury-was zgg avated by infult, and the fenfe

i * of private intereft was quickened ‘# hatof- national honour. For,

g *¢ though they had long fubmitted to defpdt;i‘fm“tih €very form, ‘they could

" ““ not yet fuffer Rome to be numbered amdgo the tibutary cities of the

j * Empire. The rifing fury of the people wa : uragéd.by the authority

| “ of the Senate ; and the feeble remains of the 'n;é?éi’m’ﬁf’éﬁards embraced

“ this honourable pretence, to draw their fwords in the fervice of their

¢ country, and the Emperor Galerius was'depofedw L

* Hiftory-of the Fall and Decline of the Roman Eh;pire, vok I. p, 408, ‘
' ‘ ' Having -
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L ETTER VI,

June 27, 1978,

SR,

"jTOU have read the affertion, that * the hiltory of Greece affords no
inftance of any ftate which had power to levy contributions or taxes
from its colonies, and did not put that power in execution.

I have examined the hiftory of Greece with fome attention,
find that any fuch Pprinciple as a right to tax colonies,
being colonies, was ever held; or that the
colonies, did ever prevail in Greece,

but cannot
on the ground of their
praliice of taxing colonies, as

It will be enough for me to fend you a few remarks on the policy of the
two principal ftates, Sparta and Athens.

Till the battle of Marathon, Sparta had taken a deciﬁvc lead in the affairs
of Greece; but fo little was taxation any part of her fyftem, that the ufe of
gold and filver was prohibited 3 iron money, which could have n
in foreign countries, was alone permitted. The cha
government is finely drawn by one of her exiled Ki

“ he) is her mother and her nurfe; by abftinence, fhe preferves her virtue;

‘““in the fchool of adverfity, fhe learns wifdom; and by the fteadinefs of
“ her difcipline, maintains her liberty and her power.”

O currency
racter of the Spartan
ngs: “ + Poverty (faid

* Hiftory of the Colonization of Free States.

+ Demaratus being afked by Xerxes, ¢ If the

Grecians would ever dare to oppofe his
¢ forces ”* gives this particular account of the Lace

demonians, (Herodotus, 7th Book.)

The

o —

( 23 )

The whole fyftem of Lacedemonian policy was formed, not for canquert
but defence,  As often, therefore, as any neighbouring people were cither
opprefled, or under apprehenfions of injury, Sparta Was.reforted to,.as 3
fure and fafe protetrefs. Alliances naturally court thofe in whom neither
injuftice nor violence are fufpe@ed. At Laced=mon, therefore, where
was no ambition to acquire territory, nor even the ufe of money allowed,

there could be none of thofe dangers that have generally accompanied the
intervention of foreign powers.

When you and I were examining the conftitution of Sparta, I remem-
your conceit was, that the founder of the order of Le Trap has taken his
plan from Lycurgus; and that the ftricteft devote of that order, does not
impofe more hardthips on himfelf, than the Lacedzmonian inftitutes had
made habitual to all the citizens of that republic.

You alfo told me, that you fuppofed men would naturally love that
conftitution of government moft, which lays Zeaft reftraint upon their in-
clinations and paffions. At the firfk blufh, I admit, it feems {fo; but
hiftory proves the reverfe to be true. It is wonderful with what patience
men {ubmit, and with what conftancy they adhere to laws, which maintain
an equal liberty, and at the fame time exclude licentioufnefs, luxury, and
all temptations to extravagance and diffipation. Through a courfe of
ages, during which the other ftates of Greece, (particularly Athens *) un-

derwent

* 1. Theleus reduced the ab/olute to a Limited Monarchy.

2. The abolition of Monarchy upon the death of Codius..
3+ The code of laws enatted by Draco.

4 The new modes of government introduced by Solon,
§- The tyranny of Pififtratus.

6. The expulfion of Hippias, and Democracy reftored.
$. The
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derwent many revolutions, the conftitution of Sparta remained entire ¥,
without change or innovation, from its eftablithment by Lycurgus, till the
firft breach was made by Lyfander’s introducing of gold and filyer
currency. ‘

But, the writer, who is {o anxious to prove the re&itude of taxing
colonies, from the examples of the Free States of antiquity, ufes the
authority of Thucidides to fhew the practice of Lacedemon; and he
quotes the following paffage, as if tranflated from that great hiftorian +
“In the beginning of the Peloponefian war, they (the Laczdemonians)
* demanded a fum of money, and 500 fhips from the COLONIES of
¢ Sicily and Italy.”

The fentence is mif-ftated and mif-quoted grofsly. I have inferted in a
note the words of Thucidides . The term Colonies is never mentioned,
nor any thing like it; the defcription is (7o% réebirar inaudioss) they who had
¢ entered into voluntary engagements with them.” Nor does (Aaxsdngoiros;)

7. The reduction of the power of the Senate, by bringing public meafures before the
general affembly, without the previous confent of the Senate s—and alfo the re-
duction of the powers of the Areopagus j=——both of which alterations were effected

- by Pericles.

8. The fubverfion of the Democracy, and eftablithment of a government of 400, upon
the recall of Alcibiades.

9. The government of 400 changed for that of 5000,

10 The Democracy reftored by Conon.

* Thuc. 12. 1,
t Hiftory of the Colonization of Free States, p. 47.
T Aaxedipomors pey MEOS TRV KUTH J”“gxad‘m; ¥ Iraniag %y Tixe
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fignify that particular ftate, but the whole Lacedemonian league., The
true conftrution of the fentence is this, < The conftituent parties of the
¢ Lacedzemonian league propofed to raife a navy of 500 thips, befides what
¢ might be collected from their allies in Sicily and Iraly,”

But there was no fpecific requifition made from Italy and Sicily; nor
does it appear that thofe ftates afforded any material affiftance during the
war. I believe I could fhew that they fent none. Neither had the Lace-
dzmonians at any time a fleet that amounted to 500 fail; the Athenians
always out-numbered them in (hipping; but in the fourth year of the
war, when they made their greateft effort, and when (as Thucidides par-
ticularly tells us) they had the largeft fleet that Athens was ever miftrefs
of, it then amounted to no more than 250 fail.

But fo far were the Sicilian States from acknowledging allegiance. or -

fubjection, as colonies either of Sparta or Athens, that when the ambaf
fadors of both nations came to afk their fupport againft the Perfians, they

refufed it, unlefs Gelon, their King, might be appointed commander in

chief in the Grecian army *.  The demand was refufed, and the Sicilians
ftood neuter.

The refources on which Sparta depended were the quotas of men and
money that the ftipulated. with her allies to furnifh, in confideration of
tie prote&tion they received. She alfo exacted contributions on the na-
tions fhe conquered, during the progrefs, and at the end of wars.—And
from this part of her condud, there arifes a remarkable proof of the dan-
serof laying hands on the property of a free people, however reduced,
and by long fubmiffion inured to oppreflion. T allude to an early period
of the Iacedmmonian hiftory, at the clofe of the firlt Meflenian war.

* Herodotus, 1. 7,
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The Meffenians being entirely fubdued, and having yielded to fuch
terms as their conquerors thought fit to impofe, the chief article was,
** That they fhould cultivate all their lands, and fend half the produce
‘ to Sparta,” This grievous and flavifh tribute was paid for thirty years
together. At length their fpirit broke forth ; the Meflenians renewed the
war, rather than fuffer this tax to be levied any more.—That war proved,
from the variety of its difaftrous events, from its duration and expence of
blood, the fevereft conteft that Sparta ever fuftained.

But if there is a fingle circumftance to be deduced from the annals of
Sparta, to juflify the principle (even allowing that precedent can juﬁify
it) or prove the fzf?, of taxing colonies, it has not, after a diligent fearch,
fallen within the compafs of my difcoveries.

Our next enquiry goes to Athens. In the mean time believe me con-
ftantly,

Your’s, &c,

o

( 27)
LETTER VI

Faly 10, 1978,

SIR,

Should be much at a lofs to thew any better ground to claim a right
of taxation over colonies from the example of Athens than that of
Sparta.

" The conflitutional revenues of Athens confifted of the annual rents of

public lands, the profits of mines, and the produce of woods; of taxes

ypon certain arts and handicraft trades ; of a poll-tax upon aliens s—and
for the expences of war, and on great emergencies, they raifed the fupplies
within the year by a poll-tax on citizens, fojourners, and freed flaves.
During the monarchy, the Kings levied a tenth part of every man’s fub-
ftance to maintain their ftate; but when royalty was abolifhed, that tax
ceafed to be raifed in common, but was renewed on particular and prefling:
occafions.

Thefe were the only taxes levied for the ufe and fupport of the Athenian:
State, till the 75th Olympiad, after the famous victories of Marathon,
Platza, Salamis, and Mycale, and after the retreat of Xerxes from Greece.
A new fund of taxation was then increafed. For,.

Notwithftanding all the defeats of his innumerable armies, the Perfian:
monarch could not give up the vain ambition of becoming the conqueror
of Greece, and was atually preparing again to invade the country with:
an army not inferior, either in numbers or equipment, to that with which.

Xerxes had crofied the Hellefpont. At this alarming crifis, it was propofed,.
that the Grecian States fhould form a bond of union for their common.
fafety and defence, For this purpofe, @ jeint fund was neceflary, to procure:

: ‘ and
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and maintain a fleet at feas no fingle ftate being able of herfelf to fupply
thips enough to refift the naval force of Perfia. The plan concerted was,
for each confederate flate to furnifh a certain quota ; and Sparta being ftill
the leading power, the King and the magiftrates of that city were to

make the affeflments, and the application of the revenue was to be en-
trufted to them.

But a concurrence of events happened, that turned the courfe of this
arrangement from Lacedzmon to Athens. ‘

In the progrefs of the Perfian wars, the Spartans loft a great deal of their
popularity. and importance. The Afatic Greeks had implored their
affiftance, but been denied it *, Even at the time of attual invafion, the
Lacedzmonians were flow, Jrrefolute, fupine; whilt the Athens were
ative, vigorous, and firm. The battle of Marathon was fought by the
Athenians alone, the Lacedzmonians loitering on their march, on a pre=
tence of waiting for the full of the moon t. Above all, the victory at
Salamis, over the Perfian fleet, confirmed to the Athenians the admiration
and attachment of all Greece. Their glorious fpirit, on that occafion, is
indeed unparalleled. They withdrew their families from Athens; they at

once abandoned their city, their houfes, and pofleffions ; they threw them- -

felves on board their thips to fight their enemies at fea 1

The two victories at Myecale, one at fea, the other at land, were obtained
the fame day as that of Salamis; but after thofe fuccefles, the Lacedze-

monians withdrew their forces, whiltt the Athenians kept an army in the -

country, to fecure the conquefts already made, and to proteét the inha-
bitants from future affaults. '

* Herodctus, 1. 1.
+ Herodotus, 1. 6.
*1 Herodotus, 1. 3.

( 29 )

The Lacedemonians alfo made a propofal, to compel the Afiatic Greeks
to tranfplant themf{elves to Greece ; but the Athenians undertook to pro-
te&t them in their fettlements ¥,

To thefe general caufes of difguft were added perfonal confiderations,
that helped to alienate the confederates from Sparta, and attach them to
Athens. Befides the national aufterity of manners affefted by the former,
the particular behaviour of their King Paufanias was infolent and tyran-
nical; whilft the Athenian commanders, Ariftides, -Cimon, and Themi-
ftocles, were remarkable for their affability and courtefy. Plutarch fays,
“ That Themiftocles could never have vanquithed his enemies by his
“ courage, if he had not firft gained the allies by his condefcenfion.”

The Spartans were not, indeed, forward of themfelves to become the
principals of this great alliance. The levying of taxes, and conduéting
affairs by dint of money, was new to Sparta; it was contrary to her policy,
and repugnant to the firft principles of her conftitution. There was,
moreover, a pofitive law of Lycurgus, which forbad an intercourfe with
foreign nations ; which law they muft inevitably break, were they to crect
themfelves into a maritime power.

But the treafon of Paufanias fettled the matter at once. He was con.
victed, and put to death for correfponding with the Perfian government,

This accident determined the confederates to. give their confidence to
Ariftides, the great ftatefman of Athens, fo famed for his wifdom and
virtue, and whofe diftin@ion was Jufice. They eleted him their treafurer,
and authorized him, on his own judgment, to fix the particular fumns that
each ftate was to. furnifh.

# Diodorus Siculus, 1. 11,

1 Thus
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Thus was the power of levying taxes on dependent ftates acquired ag
Athens. It was a truft delegated, not to that fate, but to a man of that
ftate *.  The powers afligned to the truft, did not extend to the difpofal of
the public money, but to the affefiment only. Delos was the place ap-
pointed for their bank ; there the confederates, by their reprefentatives,
were to allemble at {tated times, to debate and decide on the expediency
of meafures, and the appropriation of their common fund +.

The conditions to which the confederates bound themfelves, were
nothing more than to revenge the injuries that Greece had fuffered from
the Perfians, and to preferve the nations Jree from the barbarian yoke.

Iam, &c. ‘

* “Hydumor & dvrovouwr ve wpuroy Evppaywy 15 amo xondy Eondw Berevilwre Thue, 11
Plutarch, in the life of Ariftides, fays, ¢ O: & Exwmgg iridows uv Tva % Aaxidzpelss
syspowr dmoPogan Es Tov wohsuor Taxdmas Badopwes xdla’ wohi trasors 7o psTesony Nracai
wage toy Alweiws Agsadm, x weuosTatoy durw.

+ And Cornelius Nepos, in his Life of Ariftides, has this paffage : ¢ Tum autem, et
¢¢ intemperantia Paufaniz es Juftitid Ariftidis, faGum eft, ut omnes fere civitates Graciz
** ad Athenienfium focietatem fe applicarent; et adverfus barbaros, hos duces fibi deli-
‘¢ gerent, Ad claffes zdificandas, ad exercitus comparandos, quantum - pecuniz. queque
*¢ civitas daret, Ariftides eletus eft, qui conftituerunt.”

LETTER

( 3v )

: L ETTE R . VIL

Fuly 30, 1778.
"TE are told by Thucidides, * that till after’ the confederacy among
¥ < the Grecian ftates took place, Athens had no dépendent ftates
“ on whom fhe levied taxes, or to whom fhe prefcribed laws*.”

Taxation and confederacy, therefore, bear the fame date; but the
hiftorian of Colonization of Free States, has either been mifled himfelf, or
attempted to miflead his readers, by confounding alliance with coloniza-
tion. I think, that a recital of a few hiftorical fa&ts will convince you,
that alliance was, and that colonization was s the principle on which the
taxes in queftion were levied by the government of Athens. Let us only.
afk, Who-the contracting parties were that bound themfelves to pay taxes
according to the aflfeflments of Ariftides ?—They were, fome of them,
independent ftates of Greece, as the Meflenians, Acarnanians, Platzans,
&c. fome of them were the colenies of independent ftates, as were Corcyra
and Potidza of Corinth, and Zacynthas of Achaia, (thefe certainly could
not be taxed as the colomies of Athens.)

The others were the Afiatic Greeks, as the Samians, AChians, Leefbians,
and others, who inhabited the iflands in the Archipelage and the con-
current feas,

The iflands had been peopled by emigrants from Greece many centuries
before the ®ra of taxation ; and in their early days became moft of them
confiderable in trade and thippingt. In the different flates, they had

* Thuc, 1 1, + Herodotus.

different
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different forms of government; in fome were alfolute, in fome [imited
monarchies, and in fome of them republics, Their governments under-
went many changes and revolutions; but, till they became the allies of
Athens, none of them were fubjec to the controul of that republic.

The Greeks, on the continent of Afia, came originally, part from
Peloponefus, part from Tonia.—The former claimed Sparta for their
mother country; the latter, Athens. But a fhort account of their firft

fertlements will make it clear, that the connection they bore with Athens
was that of genealogy, not allegiance.

- Indeed, I.am unable to define allegiance in general terms, as relative
to a colony and the mother country. If any conditions are annexed, I
conceive they muft either be exprefled by charter, be fettled by fpecific
regulations, or have become prefcriptive by ufage. In no colony of
Jreedom can I fuppofe the mother country to affume an aGive power

over the property of its’inhabitants; it would be a contradi@ion in terms,

Where ever a colony has been planted under the fan@ion of its native
government, has imported its laws, been nourithed by-its care, and pro-
tected by its hand, there is an undoubted propriety in making requifitions
on, one fide; and an obligation to give afliftance on' the other. But time
and circumftances-can alone determiné “the reafonablenefs of the demand,

‘and the duty of acquiefcence,

There is alfo a diftin&ion to be made betwixt colonifts and emz;gm}zts. By
the latter I underftand any number of men, who, through choice or
neceflity, have quitted their native foil, taking the world before them, and
fortune for their guide; but without owing any obligation or retaining any
intercourfe with the country they forfake. There is a paflage in Thucidides
which marks.the diftin@ion. It is this*, ¢ The Lgefteans of Sicily, being

3

* Thuc. L 6,
W OF
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% of Jonian defcent, applied for fuccour and protetion from Athens, on
« the ground of their being an Athenian colony 3 but they were anfwered
« by Nicias (one of the beft and wifeft citizens that Athens ever bred,)
« That they were mere emigrants, and had therefore no right to claim
« protection as colonifts *.” ‘ '

Under the fame predicament as thofe of Sicily, were the Ionians who
were fettled i AGa. They owed no allegiance, nor could Athens juttify
the exercife of fovereignty over them.

A fhort account of their emigration will fet the matter clear, Thefeus
erefted a pillar on the neck of the ifthmus, to fix the boundaries of the
two countries; lonia was written on one fide, and Peloponefus on the
other+. Migrations from both countries were very frequent; but the
caufes were different, becaufe the foils were of different kinds. The lands
of Peloponefus (i. e. within the ifthmus) were exceedingly fruitful,‘ and
therefore an alluring obje& to invaders; fuch invafions, as ufed formerly
to happen in Britain, were very frequent there, and the landed property
changed owners as often as bands of adventurers could colle€ themfelves
into a fufficient ftrength to difpoflefs the natives .

But Tonia (the country without the ifthmus) was rocky and barren, .fuch
as yielded no profit to invaders, and was therefore undifturbed by them.

But population encreafed exceedingly, both on account of trade and
navigation, and the encouragement given foreigners to fettle in Attica;
fo that the produ&ion of their lands, not being adequate to the confump-
tion of the inhabitants, that emigration which from Peloponefus was
compulfive, became voluntary from Ionia; the fcarcity and dearnefs of

* Luc. L 6. 4 Herodotus. o 1 Thue.
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provifions prompting hem to feek a refidence where the neceffaries of
life were more ealily to be acquired. There were not lefs than forty colo.
nies of thefe Ionians. ‘

Pericles, in one of his:orations, mentions it as a very honourable circum-
ftance in the annals of .his,country, * That #heir anceftors had been for
ever fixed in their native fettlements*” Bur the frequent invafions of
Peloporefus made fuch a change and rotation of poffeflors, that the inha.
bitants could not afcertain their genealogies ; they were, therefore, looked
upon as people of a fpurious race.

The certainty of tbeir origin made the Jonians proud of it; and wherever
they went, they carried that pride along with them. A grafshopper was
the Athenian creft; its conftancy to the ground it {prings from, being an
emblem of their own immemorial refidence. And the Tonians who lived
in Afia, to diftinguith themfelves from other Grzcians, had grafshoppers
engraved on the clafps that bound their hair +. They built a magnificent
temple, called it PAN-IONION, and excluded the other Greeks from
joining in their worthipf. This feparation gave rife to the diftin&ion of
lonians and Dorians, which divided the Grzcians into two parties, like the
Guelphs and Ghibelines of Germany and Italy, In every one of their dif-

ferent fett]emcnts they kept up this diftin&ion, and remained always, not
only as a feparate people, but hoftile to each other §o

It is true, they were all careful to preferve the memory of their parent

’;ﬁates, bt'lt there is not a trace of their acknowledging any dependence
© vpon ancient Greece.  The firft fettlements were made at a time, of which

there are no records, long before Athens herfelf became a free ftate.
They had lived at leaft five centuries as an independent people, when

) ~ ® Thue. L, 2. ‘ 3 Thuc. L. 1,
t ;I‘erodotus, L1, § Thuc. 1. 6.

Crefus
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Crefus conquered, and made them pay the firft tribute that was ever
exacted from them. When Crafus was himfelf conquered by Cyrus, the
Afiatic Greeks, with this tribute on their eftates, were affigned over to
their new mafters ; but they revolted, and fent Ambaffadors to implore the
affiftance of Sparta and of Athens; not as colonies, which was a claim not
to have been omited, if they had been entitled to it (but zara 70 cvyyiysg)
¢ becaufe of their confanguinity.” |

The victories at Mycale reftored their freedom, and exempted them,
as they thought, from the impofition of all future tribute. It was not
long after this event, when thefe Afiatic Greeks, Dorians as well as
Ionians, became the allies of Athens, and agreed to be taxed by. Ariftides
for their common defence..

The independent ftates of Greece, and thofe colonies of independent
ftates that were parties to the treaty, as well as the terms of the treaty
itfelf, have been already mentioned. And you can want no farther evi-
dence to ground your opinien, whether thefe various ftates are to be
confidered as allies, uniting in defence of their liberty, or as colonies,

 {ubjecting themfelves to arbitrary taxes.

Iam afraid 1 have worn your patience by this long and dry deduction,
yet there is another circumftance, which comes too near our prefent fubject
to be paffed over,.—Before the breaking out of the Peloponefian war, and
among the caufes that led to it, was a difpute betwixt Athens and Corinth,
relative to Potidea. Potidea was a colony of Corinth; but being a party
to the great confederacy with Athens, had paid her quota of taxes. The
Athenians, who affeted to treat their allies as their fubjects, fent the
Potidzeans a mandate to demolifh their walls, and expel the magiftrates
that were fent from Corinth* Here the Corinthians interpofed, and

* Thue, L 1.
refifted
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refifted the mandate of the Athenians over zhesr colony. But had taxation
been deemed an inherent right in the mother country, Corinth would never
have fuffered that right above all others to have been exercifed by Athens,

though, as an ally, Potidzea might pay her proportion of the affeflments,
as adjufted by Arittides.

LETTER IX

i
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I think we may ftate this hiflorical fa&, as an irrefragable proof, that SIR Aguft 4, 1778,
) % ? :

alliance was, and that colonization was not, the principle on which the

‘ taxes in queftion were levied (as I faid before) by the government of z- HAVE heard the report you mention, that « The Hiftory of the
% Athens, ' | « Colonization of the Free States of Antiquity,” was undertaken at the

defire of a certain great character on our political ftage, and that the hiftorian
has been magnificently rewarded. I neither know the fac, nor am anxious
to enquire about it it is the book, not the author, that we are fcrutinizing.

I am ever your’s, &c.

I think, however, (as you do) that induftry accurfed, and thofe arts exe-
crable, which we have feen fo fatally employed in feducing the people of
this devoted country to become partakers, and, in fome degree, inftruments
of their country’s ruin : for, I am perfuaded, had not our minifters been
feconded by that general zeal of much violence, but little knowledge, that
of late appeared throughout the kingdom, they would not have been fo
forward to plunge their King, their country, and themfelves, in a civil
war, of which we feel the prefent-effects with forrow, and look to the future
confequences with horror, ‘ |

But there is a peculiar malignity in perverting the fountains of fcience to.
the purpofes of national delufion. Hiftory is the beft fource of praical
and ufeful knowledge ; but if fats are untruly ftated, and inferences i
unfairly drawn, hiftory itfelf may become an infidious guide to error; it- o
may glofs the weakeft and moft pernicious meafures, with colours of found :
policy 5 it may give to falfechood an air of truth; to folly and mifrule, a
. fititious fanction of wifdom and experience; and it may conceal tyranny
LETTER % under a mafk of freedom. Is it then dealing fairly by our country, to tell
us, what were the paths in which the Free States of Antiquity have trodden,
and to mark them as the ways in which we ought to go, without informing
‘ L us
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us that thofe very paths led to flavery and deftruction A party writer,

of this defcription, follows, indeed, an example of great antiquity, even.

the fir{t that was given. to unhappy mortals'; for he leads men to the tree
of knowledge, to beguile them with its fruits into irremediable ruin.

Bus let us refome our temper. My with is to amufe you, but to cenfure
no man.

Ta the laft letter I had the honour to receive from you, you feem at g
Bfs to account for thofe many difturbances which the impofition of taes
has occafioned in the world.—As it affe@s nothing but property, and that
not often in a great degree, you feem to think, that fo much folicitude on

this pomt marks a felfithnefs and narrownefs of foul, that refle@s no credit

upon hurman nature.

A Tflight inveftigation of prmc1ples may, perhaps, incline you to a
hange Ofyour opinion. For true it isy that in all ages, and in all coun-
tries, ““freedom in property” has been held more facred than freedom of
p‘crfon A virtuous and firm man may be bold in expofing his own. per-
fon to all it can fuffer; but at the fame time, efteem it his duty to keep in
Tafety that preperty, on which the comfort and fecurity. of his family and
pofterity may depend. Many have been the difcontents and tumults on
account of taxes in England ; but I do not recolle®, that a rebellion ever
arofe from the preffures-of military fervice, Thucidides, who abounds in
i&:ﬁbns of philofophy, teaches us to account for it: “ Men (fays he) are

®- always more ready to ferve the public with their perfons than their pro-

 perty ; becaufe their property, if-they part with it, is gone for ever; but
* in regard to their perfons, whillt their hope flatters them with fafety,
% their fpirit tells them, they thall acquire honour.”

Have you never obferved, that too clofe a finger over the private purk,
“often brings its owner into eontempt ; but public thrift is confidered as
che prime virtue of a patriet?

I believe
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I believe I had better bring an inftance to explain my meaning, Should
I afk you, whofe is the military charater that gives moft -luftre to the
annals of Great Britain? you will anfwer, ¢ To be fure the Duke of
Marlborough’s.”  But why do you, my friend, admire and revere the me-
mory of a plain citizen, Mr. John Hampden, much above that of the
Great Duke of Marlborough |——Perhaps your reafon is, that his Grace
was faid to be remarkably tenacious of a Grost *.—So was Mr, Hampden—
But, in Mr. Hampden’s Groat was included the tenure by which every
Englithman, for himfelf and his pofterity, was to hold his fortune in fe-
curity. M. Hampden loft, firft his liberty, and then his life ; but with.
kis Groat, he faved his country.

If many a page in the hiftory of worldly intereft and ambition-did not
prove the fadl, it would be thought incredible, that, in a country of li-
berty, men can be found ready to premote meafures that tend to deftroy-
that property in equal laws which canftitutes the beft-part of a -free man’s
inheritance +.  But whoever gains, and whoever enjoys, the emoluments

of ftate, in confideration of fupporting bad meafures, and.acting upon fla-
vilh principles, will Rill find his fplender checquered by the difefteem of
his country 3 and whilit a fpmt of liberty and fenfe of virtue remain, there:
is-always' danger that the womb of events may pour forth fome hidden.
vengeance upon men, who injure and betray their country. .

But, in the expedient of defraying expences at home by tazes abroad,
there appears at firft fight nothing unpopular, Nations, as well as indivi-

# Trinmphant leaders, at an asmy’s head,

Hemmed round with glbries, pilfer cloth and bread ;
As meanly pilfer as they bravely fought,

Now fave a nation, and now: fave==a (FROAT. - .
Pore, -

4 Major hxreditas a jure guam a parentibuf.

duals,
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‘duals, are driven headlong by ambition.  In France, the eenthufiafm wag
POUR LE GRAND Monarque. In free ftates, that fpirit carries more rea.
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contitution, the firft point will be to eftablith fome

principle of defpotic
power ; but with great care to make the yoke app

ear as eafy, and the.

) . , burden as light as poffible. It is then affumed, that for a. trifling con.
; becaufe the people being themfelves conftituent parts of government, X . .

i(:::h ‘aif:ticular peffonpfeels bimfelf exalted in the elevation of his country ; §  fideration, no man will expofe himfelf to th‘? perfonal dangers Of: fuch

“and if the ends propofed, correfpond with the public voice, means are not reﬁftancc, as govern:xn.ent will .be fure to p um!h.wnh the utr.no.&"rlgour,

2flx:nrupulouﬂy weighed. The Athenians were not the only free people, who | This was the fpeculation of King Charles the Firlt s but, principiis odfta

thought * every thing juft which pleafed them, and every thing, by which was the fentiment of Mr. Hampden,
* their ftate was profited, bonourable.

Perfuafion to purfue a favourite objel has quick accefs ; and the love of
The check to public ambition is experce. Public fpirit recoils, and the | power is the inftance in which it is beft received. One cannot,

an i : o i “ nihil eo fiet contra fadus.” (Grotius.)
fumption of acquicfcence, (though an involuntary one) or incapacity of

:zefiftance. For, when a regular plan is once formed to over-turn a free

therefore,
. wonder that fo many princes have been induced to believe that, when the
i f felf-intereft return as foon as men find that fpeculative plans of . : . .
fee:;gf;o rezmefs cannot be purfued but with the diminution of their own ~ fword and the purfe are both in their hands, they never car} be foiled by
nal e %0 efty.  But if a ftatefman can open the profpec of fome diftant ‘ an unat'-n‘)ed and. an unwealthy people. But. hiftory can inform them,
Prwatr p ol; wh'ich he can throw the maintenance of expenfive eflablifhe - how fpirit and lnfiuﬁry may be oppofed to infolence and power. And
eoun y’nd lighten the weight of taxes at home, he cannot fater himfelf B t.hough a fuborfhnate peogle may of themfelycs be unable to make
ments, an g'l he ftrongeft fupport, and to the warmeft withes of ‘ fuccefsful oppofition, yet they may find others either oppreffed, or under
with a 'f?urer titlie €0 the -lrong PPoth, fears of oppreffion, who will make a common caufe in ftruggling for their
the public. : ‘ | B common redemption,
.puts -hi i ion, he will do well to learn a little i N . o ‘
But bef?re he.putsh.}u; Plin :3 e;zfil::ﬁokeef:v;s) :" Hiftory teaches by It is, moreover, the lot of overbearing governments to raife Jealoufies
of that P;lﬂOfOP;‘Y'V; ‘Cf, h( lohe may be caught that it is the nature of and apprehenfions every where, and to make even neutral flates their
[13 es.” In that {choo ’ ) g ) i . opes
ma:;fi:g to be more =impzitiem: of legiflative injuftice, than of lawlefs violence. ! | enemies. The)’ not only provoke war, but Juftify it |
.y inft which reafon- =~ , | : o
Men‘ .fubrfm to the one as to the 6{:‘2:12: of ?;;V:;:; ?g?gicewwl;ic}fezsws - The invafion of a country, and the attempt to enflave a free people, are in Kl
ing 15 vam,.and defcpce xr.npfabl a.n d works hard upon the reafon; 3 themfelves violations of the laws of nations;A nor is it a breach of any
from co.unml, and de.l 1berfat;0p ',s ':::, ideas of revolt s fubmiﬁion is dif— i fubliting treaties for a foreign power to affift, either in repelling an in- -
every minute’s refleftion infpires ne: ? valion, or in defending a free people whofe liberties are attacked,
grace, and refiftance duty. { 591
It i that arbitrary meafures are generally undertaken on a pre: | " St alieni regni invafor, vel liberi populi opprefior bello appetatur, !
It is true, %
1

I flatter myfelf, therefore, that you will not charge me with holding

4 an unreafonable opinion, if I confefs how ftrongly [ am impreflfed with a o
® Thuc. o d M perfuafion
conftitution 1 :
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petfuafion of the danger even of claiming any power over the property of
a free people.  Becaufe the temptations to ufe that power are forcible, and
the ule of it is fure to provoke refiftance.

If you queftion my arguments, 1 muft refer to hiftory for proofs.

In the mean time believe me ever

Your’s, &c.

LETTER
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LETTET R x

SIR : Auguft 12, 1778.

THE taxes which the Athenians raifed on the confederate ftates,

& Dbeing the means by which they obtained precedence in Greece,
and by which alfo the confederates were at length not énly alienated, bue
driven to join their natural enemies in the demolition of 2 power that was
never employed but to injure and opprefs them, perhaps you will not
think a few minutes mif-fpent in attending to the circumftances that led to
that eventful meafure ; what the flate of parties; and who the principal
men were that preceded the adminiftration of Pericles; who firft carried
taxation far beyond the original intention ; who claimed it s a right, and
enforced it by the fword. .

Miltiades, whofe viétoty at Marathon both faved Greecé, and led to the
deliverance of many nations from the Perfian yoke, did not long furvive his
glorious conqueft. He undertook an expedition againft the Parians for the
purpofe of levying contributions, which proved unfuccefsful, and he re-
ceived a mortal wound. . The Athenians, who had feen him vanquith mil-
lions of Medes and Perfians, could impute his defeat at Paros to no motive
but treachery, and embittered his laft moments by an ungrateful, cruel
perfecution ; having thrown him into a prifon, where he died, ‘

Patties ran high at this period.  Ariftides and Themiftocles divided the
affections of the people; the former headed the nobles, the latter the
commons. They were men of different natures, and difcordant habis:
had contracted an early hatred to each other, which never intermitted, ex-
cept when the public fervice required their union; and then they had the
honour and virtue to ag together with the utmoft cordiality, Themiftocles

was
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was intent on raifing money, and totally indifferent about the means ; for,
courting popularity as the inftrument of his ambition, his expences became
boundlefs:in feafts, diverfions, and every fpecies of magnificence and fplen-
dour, to gain the love, and attract the admiration of the vulgar citizens.

But Ariftides feemed as ftudious to avoid popularity, as his rival to

~obtain it; poverty was not only his habit, but his choice®*. But, if we

credit Plutarch, juftice itfelf was not to be trufted with the property of
foreign ftates; for he fays, that Ariftides tock part of the. treafure from

Delos, and.applied it to the feparate ufe of Athens, without the authority :

of the other confederates.

I know you are an admirer of Plutarch, but will you not admit that he
was a little too fond of embellithing his biography with anecdotes which he

picked from Ariftophanes and other geniufes, that were little better than
the {candalous chroniclers of their day ? The tenor of all refpectable hiftory -
fhews the contrary. The confederates were fo elated with feeing a great .

mafs of ftrength colleCted for their common defence, and were fo perfectly
fatisfied with the adminiftration of their treafurer, that, ¢ they called it
“¢ the return of Saturn’s reign, and the halcyon days of Greece.”  There

* Callias, who was the richeft man in Athens, was queftioned by the Areopagus for fome
blemithes in his life and charatter. Among other articles, he was accufed of covetoufnefs
and ingratitude ; for that he fuffered Ariftides, who was his relation and friend, to want the

common neceflaries of life. Ariﬁ_idcs appeared in his defence, and induced the Court to :
acquit him, on giving teftimony that he (Caltias) frequently had offefed him large fums of

money, which he (Ar.ftides) conftantly refufed. The great commands he bore, and the
lucrative employments he had filled, particulatly that of ereafurer and pay-mafter of all

Greece, certainly gave him opportunities to have amafled as much wealth as he had pleafed ; ‘
buthe died fo poor, that the Senate paid his funeral expences, and made a provifion for his

children,

"The irreparable lofs which Great Britain fuftained in the death of the Earl of Chatham, .
and the refpe&t fhewn by Parliament to his name and family, have brought the virtues of _

Atiftides much into remembrance and recent conveifation. .
13
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is likewife preferved a farcaftical Bon Mot of Themiftocles, which furnithes
decifive evidence on this point ; for, hearing him praifed for the ftri& guard

he kept on this very treafure, he (Themiftocles) faid  that all-the merit of
¢ Ariftides was that of a ftrong box,”

Themiftocles himfelf might probably look with a greedy eye on the re-
pofitory at Delos. He was too true an Athenian to fcruple any thing that
tended to the aggrandizement of Athens. His talent was penetration.
“ He had an eye (it was faid) that could look into the womb of events.”:
To bis genius and forefight the Athenians owed their wooden walls. Bit he
undertook his great naval fyftem much againft the inclination of the people,
who complained bitterly < of his taking away the fpear and the fhield, and
“ binding them to the bank and the oar.” A navy being not a natural bue -
apgrchafed ftrength, he perceived the neceflity of enlarging the public
revenue, and bringing foreign fupplies into the Exchequer. With this
view he attacked Andros, telling the people, * he brought two powerful
“ goddefies, Perfuafion and Force.” The Andrians replied, they had two
“ goddefles of equal power to oppofe them, Poverty and Impofiibilicy.”

Finding them too well prepared for their defence, Themiftocles retired
from Andros, as Miltiades had done from Paros.

Is it pofiible to refrain from making a remark on thefe events? Two
great men, one of whom had defeated the innumerable forces of Xerxes ;
the grher, not only conquered the fleets of Perfia, byt wrefted from that vatt
empire the dominion of the fea, and fixed it in his own country ; yet thefe
mighty conquerors were foiled by the fmall forces of two petty ftates
who had the refolution to ftand boldly forth in defence of their’libert‘}:‘
and property. The idea is finely exprefled by Tacitus, when he fays,

“ Acrior Ifacidarum regno Germanorum libertas.”

N * Ariftides
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Arittides'and Themif¥ocles both: died about the fame time ; and Cimon,
the fon of Miltiades, fucceeded. to the condu& of affairs, civil and mili
tary. Fle gave an. early proof of his piety and humanity, by redeeming
his father’s corpfe at the expence of his own liberty. In jultice and: inte.
grity, he was not inferior to Ariftides ; in his military condu®, he purfued
the tradt of Themiftecles. He was the perfon who made the offering of a
bridle and a buckler av the altar of Diana; fignifying, that land.armies
were no longer to be regarded ; and aftér performing that ceremony, he
headed: the youth. of Athens when they entered on board the fleet to meet
the Perfians at Salamis. ‘

The obje& of his- adminiftration was to- encreafe the navy, and, as
conducive to that end, augment the public revenue. The confederates
were bound by their compadt to keep:up a ftanding force, fome of horfe,
fome of foot, others of fhipping. This was felt by many of them as a
grievous burden, efpecially when their fears from Perfia were at an. end;
but Cimon difcharged as many of them as pleafed, on their paying cer-
tain {fums in ready money to the treafury at Athens, which were lefs than
their proportions of the aflfeffinents as fixed by Ariftides. Out of this
fund, he purchafed fhips; and thus, without violence or injuftice, he
drew in the confederates to contribute largely towards the augmentation
of the maritime ftrength of Athens. This was the firlt deviation. from
the original compatt ; and took place about ten years after the time when
Ariftides was made treafurer of Greece.

Cimoen was fupplanted in his influence and power by Pericles; after
which, though he continued to be commander in chief, and conducted:
jeveral glorious enterprizes, he never interfered in. the civil government
of Athens. ‘

- On the feceffion of Cimon, the principal men of the city chofe Thuci-
dides to counterat the defigns of Pericles, There commenced a regulat
divifion of the two parties; one ftiling themfelves the many, the other the
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fow. But we find of how little weight the probity and merit of the one
proved, in competition with the powers of intereft and paffion, by which
Pericles led the people ; and with no pretenfions but thofe of a2 Dema-
gogue, affumed the authority of an afual monarch *,

I am your’s, &s.
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L ETTER XL

Auguft 31, 1778,
SIR,

OU wonder at my giving fuch a name as Demacocu: to the great

Pericles. But the term was peculiar to Athens. We mifunderftand
it bere.  The literal conftruction of the word is, 4 Leader of the Pesple
but as the fupreme powers of the ftate, both legiflative and executive,
were vefted in the people of Athens, in the Leaders of the People there
were comprehended the Leaders of the State,

But the word Demagogue bears a different fenfe in different places. .

Ariftotle fays, that “ In a Democracy, it is he who flatters the people 5
* in a Monarchy, it is he who flatters the Prince ; for flattery is the bu-
¢ finefs of 4 King’s Demagogue. Tyrants, therefore, love to be ferved
*¢ by the very worft of men; they delight in fervility, and their meafures
¢ require an implicit obedience, in which men of liberal fpirits cannot
“¢ bear to be employed *.”

If you then, my friend, fhould ever ufe the word Demagogue, as Ari-
ftotle has defined it, you can apply it to fuch perfons only as make a per-
nicious ufe of their authority in our public Councils, The Demagogues of
England are they who deceive the King, miflead the Parliament, enrich
themfelves, and undo their country. Whether any fuch Demagogues are
now to be found, either in the cabinet of the King, or in the great depart-

* Esi yag & Anpaywyos 18 s xoral waga Su Ters wvgmwmais, of wamewws Suiovilis. ‘Orsg
isw ipyor xodamiag. Kas yag da Throe worhgePiaar m wheamdse  Koaxcvoperos yag  xuigovrt
Tete & €3 Wy 65 wumose Pewrnpa ixen irsvlegor, Ariftot. Polit. L. 5, c. 120.
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ments of the law, orin the two Houfes of Parliament, you, who live /x
the world, know better than I who live oxz of it All T learn is from
news-papers ; and if they are to be credited, I fee that pains are taken to
throw all mifcarriages and difappointments on. thofe Admirals and Gene-
rals who are employed in the public fervice. This was the conftant prac-
tice of the Demagogues at Athens, to which many a gallant and brave
officer fell a facrifice *.

But let us refume our fubje&, and fay a word or two of the ftate and

temper of the Athenian people.

The commencement of their power may properly be dated from the
time when Thefeus abridged the Royal Prerogatives.. The Monarchy
then became of fo little confequence, that it was abolifhed in compliment
to the-memory of Codrus, the laft King of Athens, who made a voluntary
facrifice of his life to ferve his country.. Every fubfequent change was in
favour of popular government.

The Democracy was interrupted by the tyranny of Pififtratus, which
in his perfon and family continued fixty-eight years, but.ended in a revo-
lution, that not only reftored the people -to their liberty and importance,
but invefted them with defpotic power over every eminent and merito-
tious perfon (for fuch only were the obje&ts of it). This was the Oftra-
cfm; by which law every man was doomed to ten years banifhment, on
whom fix thoufand citizens agreed to pronounce the fentence, without any

* Among thefe were Miltiades, Cimon, Themiftocles, and many others, No lefs than’
fix of ten. Admirals, who obtained the viftory at Arginufe, were put to death on the infor-
mation of one ‘of their colleagues, who, by his own negle&t, had occafioned the very acci-
dent with which he charged the others. His name was ‘Theramenes, an inferior Demagogue,
at that time the creature of Critias, and other leading Demagogues, who were jealous of the
meritorious Admirals. It is remarkable that, not many years after, Theramenes himfelf
wnderwent the fentence of death, by poifon, at the inRance of this very Critias.. o
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caule or allegation, and with no more ceremony than writing the devoted
name on a fhell, and throwing it into the ballot-box. ‘

By the {pur of occafion men are driven to ftrange expedients; and the
Oftraciim was eftablithed to prevent the fuccefs of thofe popular arts by
which Pififtratus acquired the fovereignty.

But there was no tyranny, which the Athenians dreaded more than the
four Ariftocratic government of Sparta; the Tacedemonians (who were
intent on planting it wherever they could) attempted to impofe that Con.

~ ftitution upon Athens, amidft the confufion that accompanied the expui-

fion of the Pififtratidee. For this reafon, not only the popular virtues of
humanity and courtefy, but alfo ftern and rigid integrity, became an object
of their jealoufy and fear. Themiftocles was banifhed, becaufe he was
affable and profufe; Ariftides, becaufe he was inflexibly juft ; and Cimon,
becaufe he was an admirer of Spartan virtue.

To that infolence of power which the Oftracifm had created, was
added an excefs of national pride ‘that arofe, firft, from the glory the
Athenian name had acquired in the Perfian wars, .and afterwards from her
.acknowledged fuperiority over the reft of Greece.

This, as well as I can inform myfelf, was the difpofition of the ‘Athenian
people, when Pericles began to attract their.notice.

His firlt obje@ was to raife the authority of the ‘people above that of
the Senate; concluding rightly, that they would be fure to entruft him
with the power, which he put into their hands. ‘

In his regulationé of poliée, he prdvided every thing to fupply the wants,
and contribute to the pleafures of the people. To this ufe and purpofe he
applied the taxes that were paid by the confederates and allies of Athens.

.One of the firft aéts of his adminiftration, was to remove the treafure fr(;m
Delos
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Delos to Athens. - He then encreafed the affeffiments, aid levied them with
extreme rigour ¥, Out of this fund he built temples, and other edifices,
for the ornament of the city; he ereed theatres, fome for mufic, fome
for the drama, and' others for all kinds of public entertainments; in all
which he gave the citizens an actual property, there being galleries referved
for them ; and each had a right to demand, at the treafury, the price of a
feat on every day of exhibition. Out of the fame ftock, Pericles allotted
penfions to the poor citizens; and a ftated allowance for their attendance
on general aflemblies, and all other public bufinefs.

The allies, you may be fure, were not eafy at feeing the taxes, which
they confented to pay for their general protection, applied to the fingle
purpofe of fupporting a minifter’s power by corruption, and by largeffes
beﬁ:qwed on thofe who were neceffary to uphold his influence. " They
remonftrated againft the breach of truft, and undue application of their

_propertys but Pericles, in a general affembly of the people,. -anfwered

them, ¢ That the money was not theirs who gave, but theirs to whom it
“ was given ; that the confederates had all agreed to be taxed, on condi-
“ tion the Athenians would keep them free from the barbarian yoke,
“ and as long as that condition was fulfilled, they had no right to enquire
* into difburfements +.”

The Carians, indeed, refufed to pay the tax, and put Lyficles to death,
with all his attendants, who were fent to colle& it I, But the reft were
obliged to fubmit; for, upon the leaft expreflion of reluétance, Pericles
fent an armed force, not only to exa& the tribute, but to new model their

* He raifed the aflefiments from 460 to 6oo taleats. Cleon, and the other fucceeding
Demagogues advanced them to 1500.

+ Plutarch. Life of Pericles,

{ Thue. L. 3.
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i Conttitutions, and accept fuch forms of government, as were moft likely S - S R » |
; to make them fubfervient to the legiflature of Athens™, i
h% Too late then did the confederates fee and feel, that ftates which are * '
! conttituted in freedom, are not therefore to be entrufted with an arbitrary L ETTER XII. . !
§ power over the property of others; and that by throwing off the Perfian |
| yoke, they had only changed mafters 5 and had found the Athenian De- |
magogues not lefs defpotic, but more fubile tyrants than the Eaftern ) ;
Emperors . g September 14, 1738, Y
! | -
Iam, &c. ‘ “
féﬁ > ® SI R, » . .
1 ; , . . . . .
% ‘ ; \ . . HE letter you receive by this poft being mere biography, I defire
& L, . o I unlefs it ¢ i i it. y
X * Adhazos 3 orrss xal’ B ywépnos dd morvdagies duacba, of. foppaxor NAslrean | .you’ wes 1t comes in an ld] ¢ hou f> Mot to rea.d- ; But as
. ; : , S Thauc. 1. 3. | ‘memoirs of famous men are always intereflting, and as motives can only
be difcerned by attions, it feems not quite immaterial to give you as
. 2 2.\ A ’ o 83 , N Th . 1 6._. ) . . LI
1 O &, dmd domive puvalon, s afumwrsge, xanofurilurige N ue i many particulars as may ferve to fhew the principles that governed the
political and moral condut of that perfon, who eftablithed an arbitrary
: taxation over free ftates, by the government of Athens.
As far then as my little difcernment goes, private ambition was the
% fingle principle that Pericles ever knew. All his virtues and all his vices
| were fubfervient to that end. Popularity was the only poffible means to
] obtain'it. But he had the tafk not only of atchieving great ations to at-
tract the admiration of his fellow fubjecs ; he -had not only their love to
acquire, by adminiftering, as he did, to their pleafures and their wants,
‘ . but he had the ftill greater difficulty of guarding againft the jealoufies and ,,
- f humours of the mott irritable and moft fufpiciotis people upon earth, "Yet ;
{uch was his wonderful dexterity and attention, that, with no authority !
but that of perfonal influence, he governed, like an abfolute monarch, ‘
}% thofe ¢apricious, high-fpirited republicans, for forty years together. i
%‘;« ' : T o i :
i . .
sji‘ | His tutor was Anaxagoras, who held the firft rank in philofophy and "
il o : i The chi h to invefti -
ygéi; LETTER learning, The chief bufinefs of fchools then was, “to inveft gate thofe fe
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cret fprings, which actuate the minds of men in the various fituations ang
different turns of life. The ftudy of human nature and the fcience of
government were the objects of Pericles education.

He was thought to bear a firiking refemblance to Pififtratus; and this

accident alone had raifed many an unfavourable idea of him. But he
knew. the nature of jealoufy ; and though. it is apt to take the flightett
incidents for irrefragable proofs, yet without fome ground of fa&, it fel.
dom proceeds to ation, That he might not, therefore, be fufpected of
refembling Pififtratus in his defigns,. as well as his perfon, by courting the
people, inorder to enflave them, he addicted himfelf to a reclufe and folitary
life. His domeftic eftablithment was.mean, and fo uncomfortable, as to
be complained of by his own family.. Of all the diverfions he procured
for others, he partook of none himfelf. No hafpitality at home; no fo.
ciability. abroad.

In this- habit of feclufion, he had thefurther advantage of avoiding
both the difguft that filence creates, and thofe invidious remarks and
warpings that illiberal companions are apt to make on the expreflions and
behaviour of diftinguithed perfons in their familiar converfations. But that
he might raife no prejudices by a conftructive affedtation of Spartan
manners, he made them the conftant topics of his contempt and ridicule.
Whatever. was applauded at Lacedemon, he exploded; and what was
prohibited, he patronized, particularly the reception. of foreigners,. and
encouragement of public. entertainments,. '

- He taught: the  citizens to -be luxurious from- principle; as well as in-
clination ; that pleafure was a vital part of liberty ; and the certainty. of en-
Joying it, under the fantion of benevolent laws, infpired them to defend
their happy Conftitution with:double fpirit and vigour. Heé contrafted dfc
noble ardour with which the Athenians rufbed, againft the flow mechanic
pace with which the Spartans were moved on to battle ; affuring his coun-

trymen
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trymen of victory, as often as their armies met ; becaufe the courage of the
one was technical, the other natural *, ' ‘

Such was his care to avoid all appearances of defiring the favour of
Sparta, that, on the invafion of Attica, he gave his lands to the public,
in cafe they were fpared by the enemy. (An event that was probable to
have happened on account of fome hofpitality and perfonal friendfhip that
fubfitted between him and Archidamus, the Spartan King.)

Foreftalling and regrating were not unknown, but very unpopular, in
thofe times.  Pericles had all the produce of his eftates brought to the
public market, and fold at a certain moderate price, at all feafons, near

his own houfe, with great care to let the people know whom the property
belonged to..

Though he had great perfonal courage, yet he ufed more caution in the
field than was agreeable to the impetuous fpirit of the Athenians. But
even this circumftance he turned to his advantage,. by telling them conti-
nually, ¢+ that fpirits like theirs ought to be immortal, and.he would do
¢ all'that lay in. his powerto make them f0.”

In affairs of ftate, Pericles never yielded to the opinions.of the people,
but with all the powers of eloquence imprefled his own. When they were
infolent, he rebuked ; when they defponded, he animated them. The vi-
gour of his adminiftration kept their fpirits alert, whilft his own difinte-
reftednefs, and unbroken abftinence from all lucrative emoluments, gave
fuch entire credit to his profeffions, that the citizens looked upon him as
the protecor of their liberty, and fole guardian of the ftate,

* ThuC. 1‘ 2,. "' Plutn

Pericles
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Pericles has been much extolled for his love of libertys but they who
attribute that merit, do not mark the line betwixt liberty and licentiouf.
nefs.  For to obtain popular favour, he threw down thofe conftitutiona]

barriers which Solon inftituted, as a balance betwixt the power of the

great, and the due fubordination of the people.

‘That great legiflator found the Athenians immerfed in licentioufnefs,
and the ftate in anarchy. To eftablifh order and good governmert, he
made two regulations ; one in the ftate, the other in the law. He appointed
a Senate of four hundred, without whofe previous confent no meafure
could be propofed to the General Affembly, and who had the diretion of
public affairs, with the appointment of all officers, civil and milicary,
He judged this a proper medium, to give deliberation and ‘execution to
the Senate, leaving in the citizens at large a right to diffent and to affirm;
that no law, no tax, no military fervice, might be oppofed without their
own confent. B B : '

Solon’s other regulation was to new model, if not inftitute, ‘the powers
of the Arcopagus. They who had filled the high office of Archon, be-
came of courfe Judges of this court; their number therefore was inde-
finite. The jurifdi®ion went much further than our old Star Chamber;
for it had cognizance not only of fuch a&ual offences as no law compre-
herded, but extended even to the vices of the heart, fuch as ingratitude,
impiety, calumny, malevolence, &c. Though the powers of this court
were exceflive, yet the rank and integrity of the Judges, and the wifdom
and juftice of ail their decrees, made the tribunal venerable, and its judg-
ments implicitly obeyed. »

Pericles, through the contrivance of one Ephialtes, an inferior Dema-
gogue, overturned both thefe inftitutions.

When any citizen was condemned by the Areopagus, he advifed an ap-

-peal to the people, and took care always to get the decree reverfed. By
this
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this practice, the authority of the Areopagus fell into decay, and the
people were freed from their fears of that awful judicature,

In the next place, he brought all military arrangements before the Gene-
ral Affemblies in the firft inftance, without the previous vote of the Senate,
according to Solon’s law,

Having made thefe facrifices of the Conftitution to popularity, the
citizens appointed him to every important command, and intrufted him
with the conduét of affairs, civil and military, during the remainder of his
life. And he approved himfelf not only a great minifter, but an able and
fuccefsful commander, both at fea and land. It does not, however, appear,
that he was guided by any true fpirit of patriotifm; for he would rather
have. feen the moft important fervice defeated, than that another perfon
fhould derive credit from it. Cimon, when under fentence of the Oftracifm,
came and offered his affiftance at the battle of Tanagra, but was rejeCted
by the management of Pericles, as. being outlawed for: his fuppofed affec-
tion to Sparta. The Spartans were victerious ; but the: friends of Cimon,
to prove, as it were, bis fidelity by their own, engaged. in 2 body, and
rufhed upon: danger with fuch avidity, that they were killed to a man:
This event made an impreffion on the Athenians,. and they recalled Cimon
from banifhment to command their forces; but he made an agreement with
Pericles not to interfere with civil affairs.

~ Some years afterwards, when. the fonr of Cimon- was appointed ' to a
tommand, left the name and family of that great man fhould again rife

- into eftimation, he ftinted him in his equipments, fo that the expedition

failed. He then took the command himfelf, with adequate fupplies; and
fucceeded.

He valued himfelf fo much upon his-humanity, that in his laft moments,

- when his friends thought him infenfible, were lamenting over him, and

reciting the fplendid actions of his life, he raifed himfelf. up to tell them,
- Q ¢ that

;
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“ that they had forgot to mehti_on that which did moft real honour, ang
“ now'gdve him the greateft comfort; which was, that no citizen had ever
¢ put on mourning on his account.”

It is true that he never caufed the death of ‘any citizen, but was fjj]
guilty of great cruelty and tyranny. For to brir'xg his fyftem of go.
verning by corruption within the -bounds of pra&lcabrht‘y, and becapfe
the citizens were too numerous to be penfioned and gratified out of the
fund of taxes, which he exa®ed from foreign ftates, he, therefore, pro.
cured an ex poft faifo law, to disfranchife all perfons who were n<?t of Athe-
nian defcent, by the mother’s as well as the father’s fide. By this law, .ﬁve
thoufand perfons, fome of noble birth and large property, were depn?red
of their freedom; and that they might not raife difcontents within the city,
were all fold out for flaves.

It was remarkable (may I call it providential?) that all the’ childre.n
he had by his Athenian wife, died of the plague. To legitimate his
children by Afpafia, who was a Milefian, he got this law rfzpealed: And
a fon, whom he called after his own name, being appointed, in con-
fequence of that repeal, to a command in the army, was condemned
for his behaviour at Arginufe, and fuffered death by the hands of an
executioner,

Nor does it appear, that he had much milk of human kindnefs ; for
he fuffered his tutor, Anaxagoras, in extreme old age, 1o be fo dei?ci;u.te,
that he took a refolution to ftarve himfelf, Pericles came to diffuade him
from that refolution ; but the poor old man atked him, * How a lamp
¢ could burn without oi] #

Nor does his integrity appear in a favourable light from this circum-
ftance: Alcibiades, one day finding him in perplexity and diftrefs, be-
caufe he could not account for the public meney, advifed him, * -t? bufy
““ the people’s minds with fomething elfe, that they might net tb{nk' of

¢ bringing
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“ bringing him to any ac‘coun; atall.”  On this ground he provoked the
Pelopenefian war, ‘which ended in the ruin of his country.

The memory of Pericles has received great advantage from the filence of
Thucidides, who mentions him always with refpe, and imputes no ill to
‘him. Commentators, therefore, have concluded the charges againft him
are not well founded. But Thucidides and he were perfonal enemies and
rivalsy an ingenuous and attentive obferver will, therefore, find much more
caufe to admire the delicacy of that great hiftorian, than deny the fadts
which his hiftory confirms, though the ador is not named, o

‘Another apology for the chara&er of Pericles, arifes from a comparifon

- with the perfons who fucceeded him,: The regular fucceffion of heroes

and of patriots ended with Cimop. The Demagogues, after Pericles,
governed with as little wifdom as honefty. But was not Pericles himfelf
the caufe that virtue and power became incompatible ? The Oftracifm
was in ufe about ninety years. During that time fearce one great man
efcaped it. As the Roman Emperors exterminated virtue, becaufe virtue
isin its nature hoftile and formidable to tyranny ; at Athens, tranfcendant
virtue was dreaded, left it fhould attrad too much influence to be con-
fittent with Democracy. But ftill there was no foul block in the road to
diftinion ; and if a great man was banifhed, he carried hig glory untar-
nithed to his place of exile. But Pericles made it impoffible to attain power

by any means, except corruption, and fuch bafe appliances as men of noble
natures could not fubmit to,

I muft not clofe my account of Pericles, without introducing Afpafia ;
She was the moft remarkable woman that any age or country has produced.
She was firft the miftrefs, afterwards the wife of Pericles, and had 2
decifive influence over every action, both of his public and private life,
She inftructed him in philofophy, politics, and oratory. That mafter-
Piece of eloquence, which he pronounced at the funeral of thofe who were
killed in the Samian war, was her compofition. Her houfe was the refors

of
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of all who were, and who affected to be thought, of tafte and literature,
Even Socrates took a pride in her information, But, in all the condu& of
Pericles, there is fomething that marks the genius of the woman. His
plans were calculated for brilliancy, not folidity. He neither led the
citizens, nor governed the allies, by the ftable principles of juftice, in-
tegrity, and liberty ; but by fear, intereft, and aitifice. Principles which
may lead to abfolute, but fhort-lived, power, and which fow the never-
failing feeds of difcord and diffolution.

The Athenian Empire furvived Pericles but twenty-four years.

¥ am your’s, &c.

"LETTER
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LETTER X

SR, September 21, ‘3-778’; ‘

F I'was writing, not to my particular friend, but to the world at large,

it would appear ridiculous to keep up a difpute now the object of i:,i»;
abandoned. The hiftorian of the Colonization of Free States recommends
it to our Minifters *, by all means to maintain a ftanding army in America
in order to keep our rebellious colonies - in fubjetion.  For, he adds,
“ the exemplary punifhments inflicted on the colonies of Samos and Lefbo;
“ evince, that thefe ancient ftates fcrupled not to employ much feverer
¢ chaftifements than the maintenance of a ftanding army.”

A people over whom a ftanding army is kept for the purpofe of chattife-
ment, are in actual flavery. What feverer punithment can be infliGted
on a free people, I know not; nor will I afk, how or where this ftanding
army is to be kept! But,. is it not a little out of date to be exhorting our
Minifters now to infli& that fort of chaftifement. (lenient as it may. feem
in their ideas) upon the Americans; becaufe it appears that his Majefty
has been advifed to fubmit to Congrefs. the direftion of all military ar-
rangements in- America? + And a more compleat acknowledgmcnt of

the fovereignty of Congrefs cannot be made, than refigning the power
of the fword into their hands.

But, in proceeding upon our line of literary. difcuffion, I with to afk .the

learned writer, how Samos and Lefbos came to be colonies of Athens ? -

* Hiftory of the Colonization of the Free States of Antiquity, p. 141,
t See the Commiffioners letter to the Congrefs. . -
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There is no authentic account of the eftablifhment of thefe iflands; but,
according to tradition, the firft fettlers in both of them were Dorians; fo
that we have not the fhallow pretence of genealogy to call them colonies

-gf Athens. But, the exemplary punifbments that he mentions may be worth a
:remark,

The Samians were engaged in a war with the Milefians about the right

‘which each claimed to a city called Priene, Pericles, on this occafion
-afted in confiftency with his own great plan of making Athens the fole

maritime power of Greece. To that end, it was effential to reduce fuch
ftates as were able to contend with her at fea; and it was an ebvious po.
licy to fupport the weaker (as Miletus was) againft the ftronger party.

Polycrates, the famous King of Samos, had formerly difputed the domi-

nion of the fea with the Perfian Emperor * ; and at this time the naval
ftrength of Samos was not much inferior to that of Athens 4. Pericles,
therefore, judged, that by joining the Athenian to the Milefian fleet, the
Samians would be foon overpowered. The event confirmed his fpecula-
tion. The Samians, after a refolute defence, capitulated.  Pericles
changed the government from an Qligarchy to a Democracy f; and to

prevent any attempt to reftore the Conftitution, he carried off fifey citizens

of the beft diftinétion and property, and ordered them to be detained as
hoftages in the ifland of L.emnos. In regret for the lofs of fo many va-
Juable citizens, to reftore them to their liberty and country, and te regain

their own legal government, the Samians renewed the war. But Pericles

* Herodotus. + Thuc,
1Tt was the policy of Pericles, wherever he extended the power of Athens, to plant
Democracies. By this means he attached the bulk of the people ; as they would naturally
follow thofe, who not only gave them rank and importance, but who were always ready to
fupport them in it. Divifion was a certain confequence of this projett; and where it grew
to fedition and bloodfhed, the ftates rendered themfelves too weak to contend with Athenss
Thefe innovations occafioned many horrid fcenes of confufion and maffacre, particularly at

again
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again attacked them, reduced the city by ftorm; and then erafed the walls,
feized all their fhipping, compelled them to pay a great fum in fpecie, and
fettle the regular payment of a produtive tax in future. :

Never did the Athenians exult more, than in fecing that rival ftate re-
duced, her navy brought into their own ports, and a great acceflion to
their national revenue. Pericles was at the height of popularity and fame}
the Senate crowned him with laurels, and the ladies adorned him with
garlands and ribbands ; only Elpinice, the fifter of Cimon, (a lady whofe
name is often mentioned in Athenian hiftory) whiltt the others were ap-
plauding and carefling, told him, ¢ That when her brother triumphed,
“ it was over tyrants ;. but he' (Pericles) triumphed in the deftruétion of
“ freemen; men of the fame blood, united in the fame caufe of liberty
¢ with themfelves. You have enflaved (the faid) the very people whom
¢ Cimon redeemed from tyranny; and whofe freedom it was his glory to
¢ ftrengthen and defend*.” But the minifterial writer calls this pro-
ceeding exemplary 3 and if you pleafe, we will go to his other example,
which is that of Lefbos.

The Athenians had levied no taxes upon Lefbos. She h‘ad always kept
ten fhips in readinefs to a@ for the common fervice of the confederates.
But when Athens firft opened her plan for enflaving Greece, the Lefbians
difcovered an inclination te revolt, and entered into a correfpondence with
Sparta; but, not meeting with fufficient encouragement, were willing to
defit. The Athenians, being apprized of their defigns, refolved to. be
before-hand with them, and began the attack. They fent a fleet to black
up their ports. The Lefbians were now obliged to ftand on their defence,
A general confederacy was already formed, under the guidance of Sparta,
to fupport the freedom of Greece againft the ufurpations and tyranny of
Athens. The Deputies of each ftate were affembled at Lacedeemon 3 and

* Plutarch.
the
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the Lefbians fent their ambafladors to flate the caufes of their revolt,. to
defire admittance into the alliance with Sparta, and fhare the general pro.
teClion, The ambaflador alledged, ¢ that the Lefbians had entered into
‘“ the Athenian confederacy, not with an intent to enflave the reft of

¢ Greece to Athens, but to deliver Greece for ever from the barbarian

“ yoke. To this one condition, the contratting parties were all bound by
‘“ a fpecific oath. Bug, except themfelves and the Chians, the reft of the

‘“ confederates were all enflaved by Athens, That till Sparta held out
(13

-

¢ diftant from each other to unite in any probable fyftem of defence,

¢ efpecially as the taxes impofed by Athens had bereft them of their
means. Thefe taxes had enabled Athens to purfue her dangerous and
‘ambitious projects ; that the great revenues which Lefbos would yield
might enable her to compleat the reduion of all Greece, and Sparta
herfelf be expofed to the utmoft danger. They, therefore, moft ar.
dently defired to unite with Sparta, to fupport the caufe of liberty and
Juftice ; for, as longas they continued in alliance with the Athenians,
they muft be confidered as inftruments in their hands to rivet the chains
* of flavery upon others, whofe freedom they were bound by ‘the moft
‘¢ folemn obligations to defend *.” '

The favoured author, whom we are criticifing, afcribes to the Lefbians
the fame fpirit of fattion and rebellion which (he fays) governs the Ame-
ricanst. I will not touch upon the parallel. - But, in the great Congrefs
which was affembled at Sparta, for the glorious purpofe of protecing
freedom, the motives which thefe Lefbians affigned for their condu were
fully approved . They were admitted into the general confederacy, and
affured of all poflible protection, Unhappily, the Spartans were not o

i * Thue.
+ Hitory of the Free States of Antiquity, p. 128,
1 Thue,
- ‘ well

her protecting hand, there was no profpec of redrefs; for they were too
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well prepared to defend, as the Athenians to arzack the Leibians. They
were defeated, and obliged to furrender at difcretion:

‘Cleon, who fucceeded Pericles, was at this time chief Demagogue at
Athens. On the furrender of Mitylene (the capital of Lefbos) he procured
a decree, “ That all the males fhould be put to death, and the women
« and children fold for flaves.” A few minutes intervened betwixt the
refpite; and the intended execution of this bloody law*. But Paches (the
admiral who commanded at Lefbos) had already fent a thoufand of the
beft and nobleft citizens, who had been moft a&ive in inciting the people
to refiftance, as’prifoners to Athens. There thefe thoufand perfons under-
went a public execution. In all the tragic drama, there is no reprefen-
tation that infpires compaffion and horror more than the piQure which
Thucidides has drawn of the fufferings of the Mityleneans, in the caufe of
liberty and virtue, '

I hope this long letter will find you in an idle hour; but I have been
the more corret in my relation of thefe events at Samos and Liefbos,

becaufe they are pointed out to the good people of England as exemplary

punithments for difobedient colonies +.

I cannot help adding one event more, as it is fo parallel to the others,’

which is, the tragical fate of Melos. The eltablithment of that republic

was as fingular as its end was lamentable. A regiment of foldiers that
came from Twnaros had diftinguithed themfelves in the Spartan fervice.

‘They were received into the city as denizens, and had manfions allotted

* Diodatus, in a very eloquent oration, oppofed the final execution of Cleon’s decree.

- Cleon fupported it ; but, on a divifion of the General Affembly, there appeared a majority

on the fide of mercy. The refpite arrived at Mitylene, when Paches was in the very a& of
giving orders for a gencral maffacre. Thuc. \

+ Hiftory of Colonization, p. 128.
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to them, but were not permitted to hold offices, nor fhare in the emel
luments pf the ftate. They had a f{pirit which could not brook this in.
equality { and their complaints raifed fuch fears and fufpicions, that they
were thrown into prifon, and doomed to execution. But their wives
having obtained permiffion to vifit them, and take their laft farewel, they
changed cloaths, and in that difguife the men made their efcape. They
inftantly got poffeflion of an important fortrefs, and made fo gallant a thew
of defence, that the Lacedeemonians offered terms, and affigned the city
of Melos for their refidence. Here they had remained for many centuries,
in full enjoyment of a free Conftitution, and in uniform attachment to their
founder, Sparta, when the Athenians ordered them to break their union
with Sparta, and become the allies of Athens.

There was a conference betwixt deputies appointed by each ftate, The
Melians averred, ¢ That they could not become the Avrvries, without

“ being at the fame time the SLaves of Athens,” which the Athenian.

deputies were not difpofed to contradict, but gave them their choice of
Stavery or DeaTn.  They preferred the latter *.  And after making a
brave defence, were forced at length to furrender. Al that were fit to
bear arms were put to the fword; the old men, the women, and children,

were fold for flaves,

Is it pofiible to clofe my narrative of thefe melancholy events, without
obferving, how foon a virtuous and free people may. degenerate into

- ayranny and bafenefs, when luxury and corruption become their habits, and

arbitrary taxes the means to fupport them ! The alternative which Athens
now gave to thofe who fhe thought would not refit her power, was
TrisuTE or DEsTRUCTION.

® The wl_xole debate at this conference is minutely related by Thucidides, Book 5o
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It was but half a century before this =ra, at the eve of the Perfian
invafion, when the idea of tribute was held in fuch abhorrence at Athens,
that the Athenians ftoned one Lycidas, a refpetable Senator, to death, for
only giving his opinion *, ¢ That it would be more prudent to pay a fmall
« tribute to Xerxes, than expofe themfelves to the refentment of th
s mighty Emperor.”, | ;

Your’s, &cs

* Herodotus, 1, g,
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LETTETR XV

SIR Ofober 6, 1778,

N the courfe of your reading, I know you have imbibed not only thofe

principles of true philofophy, which Lord Bolingbroke afcribes to the
ftudy of hiftory, but in the volumes of Pagan hiftory, you muft have found
many a fentiment of piety and true religion ; and that in the minds of wife
and good men, throughout all ages and in all nations, there has exifted a
belief of a fuperintending Providence, and that the hand of God was always
raifed to protec the innocent and juft, and (if I may take an expreflion
from Scripture) “to break the jaws of the wicked *.” Neither was
the idea of a jealous God confined to the Mofaic writings, For,

When Xerxes was preparing to invade Greece, and his courtiers all
around him were flattering his pride and flimulating his ambition, he had

“one honeft counfellor + who told him TruTH; who deprecated the wicked-

nefs of enflaving a free, and the rathnefs of attacking a brave and diftant
people; who warned him of his impiety, and the danger of provoking
God, by aiming at more power than appertains to man, ¢ Don’t you ob-
« ferve (he faid) that God ftrikes the afpiring tower and the lofty oak with
* lightning, whilft the cottage and the fhrub are fpared ? Don’t you fee
¢ (he added) that Jupiter directs his thunderbolt againft the ravenous

¢ Job.
+ Artabanus, brother of Darius, uncle of Xerxes,

¢ and
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w and monftrous beaft, whilft the harmlefs and quiet animal is permitted
« to live in fafety * 27

After enflaving fo many free ftates, fubverting the government of Sa-
mos, and maffacring the cities of Lefbos and of Melos, you will not be
farprized that Athens herfelf very foon became an objeét of that juft ven.
geance, which the corruption and. tyranny of her ftate demanded.

Not long after the death of Cleon, Alcibiades, the nephew and pupil of
Pericles, became the leading Demagogue ; a man as capable to give, as
the people were to receive, every bad impreffion : he knew their tempers
well, and that by a fedulous application to their prevailing paffions, their
avarice and their pride,. he could make himfelf a fyren to lead them ‘upon
any rock that his own genius prompted him to affail.

Under his.adminiftration the Melians were deftroyed, and on the return.

of the army from that flaughter, the expedition againft Sicily took place..

The defign had been formed two years before, and every thing was now.
preparing for its execution,

- Alcibiades had his foothfayers, orators and emiffaries, in pay, to raife
falfe reports of the nature of the people, and fituation of the country ;.
they magnified the riches, but depreciated the ftrength of Sicily, defcrib-
ing it as a paffive vi&im, and as an eafy prey, that would yield great:
plenty of taxes to augment the pleafures, and increafe the penfions of the.
citizens. ‘They had maps of the country, and allotted many of them- to-
themfelves rich portions of this new. conqueft. And to fuch a.pitch of:

* *0gis b5 va Vwlgixoa loa xeeaudi § O 80 ia Qarlddbas, 72 N oprnge 0% i il
Ogi's & o5 i wduala 7@ winsa da xad ddga, 78 Toaire imoxnle @idea, Qe ydg &
Herodotus, 1. 7.
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enthufiafm were the people brought, that wife, intelligent, and difcerning
men were afraid to oppofe the torrent of their zeal; for whoever prefumed
to fuggeft a doubt of the fuccefs, or to queftion the juftice, of the enter.
prize, was looked upon as difaffeifed, and fligmatized as an enemy to
his country *.

Nicias, indeed, a man of high birth and great fortune, an able ftatefman
and fuccefsful general, was not careful to conceal Ais fentiments; but, tg
engage him to the undertaking, Alcibiades got him appointed firft in com-
mand. The preferment was, however, fo far from warping his opinion,
that when the final decifion was brought before the General Affembly, he
reminded the people, ¢ How they had crouched under the firft difappoint-
% ments of the laft war, and that they were ftill lefs able now than at that
* time to bear defeat, That their enemies were looking with a watchful
¢ eye for an opportunity to repair their late difgraces, and to lower the
s« pride of Athens. A general combination would be formed againft them,
“ and they were throwing all the force of Sicily into the fcale of their
* natural enemies, who would have been glad to purchafe it, at any rate,
¢ during the laft war. They were roaming (he told them) to a diftant
“ climate, where they had not an inch of ground that they could depend
& on long as their own ;—and in the winter feafons, their meflengers could
“ not pafs for many months. But fuppofing it pratticable to fubdue, it
* would ftill be impofiible to retain the country. And the Sicilians (he
«« added) were a fpirited and free people, who would never change their

¢ liberty for fubjection.” ‘ |

® Thefe circumftances are all related by Thucidides, Book 6.

But
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But, on the other fide, Alcibiades affured the people, that * The Sici-
¢ lians were unable to withftand the firft thock of the Athenian forces, and
« were fo far from having a competency of warlike ftores to make head
¢ againft a difciplined and well appointed army, that they had not arms
s fufficient for their perfonal fafety.

R

¢ They were (he faid) a promifcuous people, of various origins, from
4 various countries, and difunited among themfelves. Their leaders were
« fa&ious and feditious men, of no eftimation, fuch as could never

“¢ cement the people into a regular force, nor form any concerted plan,

s¢ either for attack or.defence.”

Alcibiades likewife informed the Affembly, that < Therg was a nu-
* merous body of barbarians in the ifland, whofe friendfhip and alliance
¢ he had fecured, and who would be ready to a& in conjun&ion with the

¢ Athenian forces.”

.After hearing thefe two great fpeakers, the Affembly decided almoft
unanimoufly for war.

Still the Athenians were not totally deceived. They were not drawn
into this ruinous war by a perfuafion, that * A fmall army and a mo-
“ derate expence would fuffice for the conqueft of Sicily.” On the

contrary, Nicias (probably to deter them from the undertaking) explained

very fully to them, ° That an immenfe army and navy, and immenfe
 fums of money were abfolutely neceffary,” But they voted him all that
he required ; and fo confident were they of fuccefs, that they gave itin
orders to their Generals, * To make a regular affeflment of taxes over
“ the whole country, which were to be fettled as part of the ftanding
¢ revenue of Athens*.” :

* Diodorus Siculus.
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Innumerable were the fpe@ators affembled to behold the vaft armament
launch out for Sicily. But there was one intelligent by-fander, who caft
a boding eye on the perfon that ftood next him, and with a deep and
melancholy figh, (fuch-as often has burft from your heart and mine under

the like fenfations) foretold, that * THEY WERE POURING ALL ATHENS
‘¢ I1NTo SiciLy.”

I will enter into no detail of that eventful expedition. It was. true that
there were many divifions and fa&tions in Sicily; but when the common
enemy appeared, they all united in their common defence. It was alfo
true, that the Athenians had fome friends and adherents in the ifland ; but
their number was inconfiderable, and they found themfclves miferably

received by thofe incendiaries, who encouraged them to undertake the
war, | '

The Lacedzmonians, and the other ftates, who had taken part againft
“ Athens in the Peloponefian war, remained neuter, till the Athenians were
plunged too deep to recede, and: till the Sicilians were in too much dif-
trefs to hold out without foreign aid. At that critical junture, the Lace-

damonians fent a fleet, which foon turned the courfe of the war in fivour
of the Syracufians. '

On the firft intelligence of a reverfe of fortune inSicily, the Lacedz-
monians invaded Attica, and feized the adjacent fortrefs. of Decelea, which
commanded the roads and inlets of provifions to the capitol. . A dearth,

approaching to famine, was the immediate confequence, and the flaves and
mechanics deferted.

The allies and dependent ftates, of Athens feized, with great avidity, the
opportunity of revolt; they put themfelves under the protetion of Sparta,
raifed armies, and levied voluntary contributions, to redeem themfelves
from a power that had levied taxes upon them by force.

The

( 73 )

The Athenians now found their accuftomed reffources turmed ég&in{t
them s the feamen and foldiers that had fought their battles, were in the
enemy’s feet and camp 3 and inftead of th.e. great revenues that.wez"e to
arife from the conqueft and taxation of Sicily, they were.: neceflitated 1{0
burden themfclves with a new and heavy tax, of the twentieth. penny upon
every article of inland and foreign trade. They' even brought‘fmsto‘the
public fervice 1000 talents, which were depoﬁced in the tenflple of Saturn,
as a facred treafure, never to be ufed but in the greateft exigency.

The particular amount of their lofs in Sicily, I have not calculated 3 bu:
it was not lefs than the entire deftruction of their arm-y, and of the mof
formidable fleet that had ever appeared in that part of the wor'ld. }‘Zc:ﬁde(s1
the firt embarkation, they fent a large reinforcement of fhips ’and .la.n
forces, under Demofthenes and Eurymedom, on the accouat that N;:IB;S
firlt fent of the amrival of Gylippus, and the melancholy change that hap-
pened in the face of their affairs.

When the fiege of Syracufe was raifed, their army was 40,000 ﬁrc}ng‘,
moft of whom perithed miferably on their retreat; and, at the final ,u;~
render, 8000 Athenians became prifoners of war. '[.‘he commalrlldcrs wfrerc
inftantly put to death; the inferior officers and foldiers were thrown into

dunegons and quarries, to fuffer death by various tortures; few efcaped,
d . B

and many of them died by famine.

The news of this event was not eafily nor foon cred.ited at Atht:.ns,.Lf As
the furprize abated, the emotions of anger arofe, which vcnfdlrmfe on
thofe fenators and ftatefmen who at firft deceived thf: people 5 vF@fl“gectm%
“ (the hiftorian obferves) how loudly their own voices had callcdh.m;: ;nd
¢ their own fanguine withes contributed to, thofe meafures, which ha

i i ion fo calami d {o inextricable *.”
& brought their country into a firuation fo -caiamxtousan

¢ Thuc. L 8. |
19] , Their
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Their diftrefies, however, reclaimed their underftandings. * They dif.
carded their late minifters, and put the government in the hands of able
and upright men. Once more they prepared a powerful fleet, and at
Arginufe (which was the greateft battle that had ever been fought betwixt
Greeians and Grecians) they gained a compleat victory. But their navy wag
too much weakened, their army too much diminithed, and their refources
too 'much exhaufted by the Sicilian war, to make any long effort againft
the powers that were combined to reduce them, '

Lyfander, the famous Spartan Geuaeral, foon after his victory at ZEgof-
potamus, befieged the capitol, which furrendered at difcretion, :

Lyfander caufed the walls to be erafed, and the demolition was per-
formed before a vaft concourfe of different nations, with great pomp and
feftivity, with mufic, and fongs, and general congratulations. '

Thus did the fecene clofe; and with as much joy and thankfgiving, as
Athens had delivered Greece from the barbarian yoke, did Greece now
celebrate her deliverance from the tyranny of Athens.

I have at lenﬁgth finithed the tatk you affigned me, in relating (on the
authority of the great claffical hiftorians) the confequences of levying
Taxes upon the Frez Srares of Antrqurty. If you make any ap-

Plications to modern times, they fhall be your own,

You will be glad to change the fubjec of our future correfpondence ;
but believe me '

Ever your’s, &c.

P.S. The Athenian writers fix the duration of their Empire at feventy-
three years, reckoning from the retreat of Xerxes to the conqueft of Ly-
fander. That period appears to me much too long., The foundation of the
Athenian greatnefs was, indeed, laid at the time when Ariftides colleéted

his

g
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his firft affeflments on independent ftates. But it was all ftruggle with
Sparta for fuperiority ; there was no confirmation of it till the Laccdzrmo-
nians fued for peace upon the reduction of Pylus; that event happened
fifty-fix years after Ariftides became treafurer of Greece.

Their fall may (I think) be properly dated from the dcﬁru&ion.of. their
fleets and armies in Sicily ; but taking the acknowledged fuperiority of
Athens at the peace of Nicias (which is the true datg) tf) the end of .the
Peloponefian war, when Lyfander took the city, it contains no more fpace
than fixteen years, which I conceive to be the corre@ wxra of the celebrated
Athenian Empire,

75th Olympiad, Ariitides was made treafurer of Greece.

85th Pericles reduced Samos, and the Peloponefian war beg:?n.;
89th The Laced=monians fued for peace, whichwasfigned by Nicias.
o1ft (2d year) The Sicilian war began,

92d The Sicilian war ended.

93d=——— Athens furrendered to Lyfander.

“-LETTER
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XV,

L E T TE R

Oftober 14, 1798,
SIK,
\HE letter which I had the honour to receive this morning, flattered

me exceedingly, as I find you ftill defirous to protratt a fubjed,
which 1 had reafon to fufpeét you would be heartily tired of.

You with me to inform you what the fpecific fentiments are, -(if fuch
can be found) of the eminent perfons who lived in the times we have
been inveftigating 3 becaufe, you juftly think, they will add great weight
to any modern opinion, that may be entertained of the right of taxation
over Free States.

Do you remember one morning, when you was impatient to make me
quit my ftudy, you called me a mere book-worm ? That appellation, 1
believe, occurs to every man of fathion like yourfelf, as often as he fees
an obfcure pedant like me, poring over things - that feldom appear above
ground in his walk of life.

But you over-rate my pedantry. 1 muft have two properties, in both
of which I am very defetive, to anfwer fo extenfive a demand. I muft
not only be mafter of all the learning of antiquity, but have a memory t0
bring it into one point of view.

But will you be content, if I ftate a few authorities in each claf
of philofophers, hiftorians, and orators?

You
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You recolle&, that in the Grecian ftates, the idea of obfcurity was not
annexed to learning.  You find the principles of philofophy brought forth
to govern public men in the council-chamber, the fenate, and field; and
that the fevereft ftudents were the greateft attors on the ftage of govern-
ment.

Ariftotle is explicit in giving not only his opinion as a philvofophcr,
but his teftimony as an hiftorian, ¢ That the Athenians, by the powers
“ they exercifed over their allies and confederates, violated every compaét
“ by which they were conneéted *.”

You will be fatisfied, if I quote Thucidides and Xenophon, on the line
of hiftorians. A great part of the former's life, is an indication of his
fentiments, in regard of the levying taxes by force; for he was in con-
ftant oppofition to that fyftem of foreign rapine and home corruption, by
which Pericles maintained his power. I have written, at the bottom of my
paper, a fentence or two of his, that are pointed to the fubjet of our

enquiry 1.

* Ariffotle. O & Abnaio piv weel Taplss, xas Xiovs, xas AwCovs, el yolg Sawrlov eyxeclis
Polit. 1. 3. ‘
t Thuc. L i. ¢. 34. "Hy & Mywow a5 of dxaior 78 oerigus dmosnsg suas Nl uebirwoay

\ N \ Vs 2 k) \ AS 1
X0V THY gy, ETATEWWTRY av]ovs Wepn TS5 cudixag.

o wiow dwomia, fv b wdoxwoa, muk T prrgbmorm, adwovpb &, dAergidTas. ‘Ou yale
ind va 05A0s, AAN Im 7@ Juoios Toi Asmropbiais shas ixméwmollas.

If they fay you have no right to protect the colony of a foreign power, let them know,
that every colony honours their parent ftate fo long as fhe is well treated ; but if infulted and
injured, fhe then is alienated. For people emigrate not to be flaves, but to be the equals
of thofe whom they leave behind them.

Thuc. L 3. c. 100 Méxp ubv dnd voi loow nyile weobupws eimopuede. Exeds fwpwpes
avrods wiv pev 75 Mudow IxPoar dunbilag, v ¥ o Eoppudyw, Sovrwgw Ermyoubiovs, obn @dekis
in duer ddvarar & Gvreg xal b yedusor ik worvdiPiar dudvacba, of Evppdgar idovrshnoay
oy xas Xiows

Whilft they governed us with humanity, we paid them a willing obedience: but when
we faw that they grew remifs in their zeal againft the Perfians, and intent on enflaving their
allies, we could not but take the alarm.. Singly no ftate was able to defend heifelf; union
of councils and meafures was impracticable ;; and thus have the confcderates been gradually
reduced to flavery..

X . For
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For the opinion of Xenophon, I refer you to an ingenious treatife which
that illuftrious author publifhed on the revenues of Athens; the purport
of which was, to point out ways and means for defraying the expences of
the government, and maintaining the poor citizens, without being under
a neceflity of extorting taxes from the allies. ¢ For (he fays) that on a
* pretence of fupporting their indigent townfmen, the Athenians com.
* mitted violence on the property of their allies *,”

If I am to adduce the authority of orators, you will anticipate me
in naming Ifocrates and Demofthenes 3 but with the lateer, you are too
well acquainted to make it neceffary for me to recite particular fentences,
You know that, in all his orations, he afcribes the ruin of Athens to
the lofs of her allies, which the impofition of taxes occalioned, and
to the corruption of the citizens, for which thefe taxes fupplied the
means.

Ifocrates never fpoke in the General Aflemblies, but publithed his
fpeeches as if sntended to bave been [poken. That mode is, I know, par-
ticularly endeared to you, by the publication of an eminent Prelate+,
whofe life is an honour to his profeffion, and whofe eloquence (you will
think me modeft in faying) is not inferior, either in fentiment or file, to
the moft admired publications of antiquity. Long may this ill-fated nation
lament, that it had neither the forefight to difcern, nor the virtue to
embrace, the truths he told. There is one of Ifocrates’s fpeeches that was
recited on a very folemn and important occafion. It was at the great
feftival which was celebrated, once in five years, in commemoration of
Thefeus. Before the numerous audiences then affembled, it was ufual for
the moft famous orators to ftand forth in praife of the ftate and government

® Xenophon mig wgocodur. - Aid 3w 18 waileg wwia, dialedliodus ddxnrigo Bvas mg
7hs WAL

+ Bifhop of St. Afaph,
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( 79 )

of Athens. At this time the fituation of the Athenians was dangerous
and critical ; the defigns of Philip to deftroy them being far advanced
towards their completion. The fpeech which Ifocrates compofed was
publicly read.  He feems to have exerted all his knowledge and powers of
rhetoric to prefent his country in a favourable light, and particularly to
remove that caufe of alienation which arofe from the impofition of taxes.
Had they originated in right, he could not have omitted that ground of
defence. * But the juftification he alledges, is, that thefe taxes were the
free fpontaneous offers of the allies themfelves, granted for their own Pe-
nefit, and for their own fecurity. He even abandons all pretence of_]uﬁl'ce,
and defends the exations on the plea of neceflity only ; for he fays, * that
« Athens, without thefe refources, could neither have fet the ftates free
« from the barbarian yoke, nor could then defend them from the hateful

« and infupportable tyranny of the Lacedemontians +.”

On the fubjec of colonization, Ifocrates has bequeathed us this em-
phatic fentence: *¢ It is a known truth:(he fays) that Sovercign States
« have preferved thofe colonies the /omgeft, to which they have done the

« feweft injuries.”

Let us now take leave of ancient hiftory. I cannot help lamenting,
that the author of the Hiffory of the Colonization of the Free States of Anti-
guity, did not bring his comments down to later times. For his friend and

* Y{ocrates Panathznaicus. Towdle & ) megr 70 eomeafens way Qégav, o 78 Aéywow
Yoper eimew.  Tearor udv yag, 8 woorayfe o wudy w8T iwbwy, dMa K ai’v']os, 'yvéw?,sq, TR :rv?x;
ﬂyey.ovfav N THY KRTE Barceooay edooey. YEmet oux Jwég 'rﬁ; awrngiag TG NALTECRS EQsgovy GAA
vwly s Anpoxgarias xal T Ehevbeglag 705 avley, &C.
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celebrated countryman Dr. Robertfon, in his hiftory of America, has told
us, that the revenues which Spain draws from her colonies, amount to
1,500,000l a year, and are denominated 7% Duties of Vaflalage. < It i
‘ remarkable, however, (he fays) upon one account 3 Spain and Porty.
“ gal are the only European powers who derive a dire& revenue from

¢ their colonies, as their quota towards defraying the general expences
‘ of government.”

Why then would the hiftorian fearch antiquity for falfe precedents, when
modern hiftory affords a real precedent.for the taxation of colonies? |
prefume he thought the Senator of Athens might appear a lefs ex.
ceptionable affeffor, than the Spanith Inquifitor at Mexico. But a people,
who are guided by principles, and who know the foundations on which
freedom of property ftands, will pay little regard to localities or form,
Tyranny is known, not by the foil, but by the fruits. And the fevereft
{laveries have been infli¢ted in thofe ftates, where the forms of a free con-
fticution remain, but where the fpirit of juftice, liberty, and virtue, exifts
no more. It therefore appears not unaccountable, why the Americans
fhould receive a Britith act of parliament to lay internal taxes, juft in the
fame manner as if it had been a Spanith edié, to colle& (what Dr. Ro-
bertfon emphatically terms) The Daties of Vaffalage.

When I had the pleafure of feeing you, did I mention a circumftance
in the conduct of Sir Robert Walpole, that I learnt fome years ago? If I
did not, it is worth your knowing. It was told me by an intelligent and
moft refpectable member of the latt Parliament (Mr. White, of Redford).
That worthy old gentleman lived in friendfhip with Sir Robert, and I
believe is the only man of that defcription, who never would take an
emolument from the Miniffer. He gave me this account of his giving
up the Excife-fcheme. The bill, having been oppofed in every ftage,
was ordered to be reported. The queftion for its being reported was carried

by a majority of fixty. The nation was in a ferment, and there had been
fome dangerous riots,

On

(81 )
Gn the evening before the report, Sir Rober_t fummoned a meeu.ng (;f
incipal members who had fupported the bill. It was largely attend-
e Pr;; preferved his own opinion till the laft ; but perfeverance was the
e i eus voic‘e; It was faid all taxes were obnoxious, and there 'would
N d of fupplies, if mobs were to controul the legiflature in; the
2;::1“@::)} raiing them. That the exccut‘ion of .this. adt, cou‘ld only :;’ml:e
eople fenfible of its real merit; and if a fair trial was given, ag the
e p'r pood efe&s feen and felt, thofe who had made themfelves u.npopu-
lc:rrt;.{fpporting the bill, would receive tf.xe appliufeho(fit::e f;btlgz,maar;;i
the thanks of their conftituents. When Sir Ro.b;rt 1ad hea o ther ho“:
he affured them ¢ how confcious he was of havx?g .mear;lt w; ;1 d how
« certain that experience would remove every prejudice t; fu:ﬁ- a detcr:n -
« tertained againft the Excile fcheme._ B.ut in the p:jefem fnh grxze ) Zm.id
« of the people, it could not be? carried into C?{CCUUOD v];xt <]>u da armed
« force. That there would be an end of the liberty of . n;glan. y 1 {tao
« plies were to be raifed by the fword. If., therefo.rc, the re ;) m:ngn :vas w0
“« o0 on with the bill, he would immedxate'ly wait upon t})le m,i,1 a )
“ tc>1e[“1re his Majefty’s permiffion to refign his office. For ; kv)vloud ”no
« be the Minifter to enforce taxes, atthe probable expence o ‘ ood,

No perfon appearing defirous to take that office upon himfelf, Sir R[O-
bert eave notice, that he would mave to adjaurn the report for fix months,
(=] | ‘
which he did the next day.

I am too happy in your correfpondence, not to wifhlyou %‘;"avz ; ;: if’:i:
the fubject of it. You defire me to clofe thefe remarks wit e o
in the wars of Philip II. with the Low Countrlc?s. Someum};: t]fn where 1
obey your commands 3 but you know I am going 1{003 tororr?ife, jou gave
hope to meet you. Remember, on your part, the kind p o z&meorica
to furnith me with fome materials relative to our o».vn war WltI e th;
I am not unacquainted with its rife and pr'ogr?fs hlth‘ertf(‘)bl ?ntation
men who involved their country in it, and will give a faithful reprefe

il ill be other hif-
¢f their principles and conduct. If IY{hould fail, there wi torians
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torians to do.icmjuﬁice, Their memories thall retain the effence of e

:w;s and attions. Suum cu.ique. decus pofteritas rependit.  If liih‘ - SRS

0 lee an end of the war, I will give the beft accounts I can of the ) | T R A N S L AT I O N S
comeﬁ frf)m firft to laft. That is a remote fpeculation ; but you will f . ?lc- ‘ | |

the mention of it, as a memorial to requeft your aﬂil’t:’mce. orgive 1

B OF THE -
Lamever, Sir, .your’s,. &e..

GREEK NOTES,
With REFERENCES to each refpedtive Page.

Page:13. Demofthenes, firft Philippic.
* As the general of an army ought to bring his operations up to the completion of his
plans, fo ought a Minifter to govern events by fyftem, and not wait for events to regulate his. .
meafures.-

Page 30. Thuac. 1 Book. .
* The Athenians then- took the lead, but it was among free and independent people,, .
who fat with them in council, and had a vote in all their refolutions, .

1 . Page 0. Plutarch’s Life of Ariftides.
+:The confederates, .even while Sparta had the afcendancy among them, agreeing to have
a.general tax for the common fupport of the war, and to be levied according to the abilities -
| of each ftate, ehofe Ariftides the Athenian, for their afleffor, and invefted him with power . :
! accordingly. ’

Page 79. Ifocrates Pan, .

* Ifthey accufe us of extorting tribute, our anfwer is, that we demanded. nothing, but
with their own confent and approbation, as they declared it at the time when they afligned
. us the government of naval affairs. From that period they have paid their flipulated quotas,
not as they alledge, for the advantage of Athens only, bus to preferve .their own liberty,
together with our Democracy,

T H B
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Page 79,
+ They had their choice of twa things, neither of which were elegible : either to conmis
- violence or to fuffer it ; they were forced to deviate from the firi@ rules of j uftice in thejr

government of others, or (to avoid that imputation) expofe themfelves to the tyranny of the
Tacedzmonian flate.

Page 79..

3 Tt is a known truth, that parent fates have preferved thofe colonies the longef, to

-which they have done the leaft injuries,
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