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“IN the General Convention of the Royal Burrows, holden at the
" Burgh of Edinburgh upon the fifteenth day of July one thoufand
feven hundred and eight years, by the Commiffioners therein

. conveened. - .. : -

—

HE which day, the Convention, finding by experience, that nothing does create more

. . trouble to them, then irregularities, and abufes committed by particular burghs in e-
‘ . le@ing their Magiftrates and Town Council, contrary to their fett and ancient conﬁitution.
' TPherefore, the Convention, to obviate this inconvenience in time coming, ftatute and ap-
_point, that each royal burgh within this kingdom, fend up their fett to the clerks of the bur-
_Tows, to be recorded on a particular book to be keept for that very purpofe, to the end any
queftion about their refpeive fetts may be quickly difcuffed upor producing the faid book, and
that betwixt and the next convention ; certifying fuch as fhall fail herein, -they fhall be fined
i : by the next annual Convention, in the fum of two hundred pounds Scotts money., Extract-
T ed from the records of the General Convention of the Royal Burrows of Scotland, upon the

:"i o preceed?ns pige, by me their c’opjugé't: general clerk. JOHN DUNDAS.
] w. A
- N | "EDINGBURG H
| EXTRACT of the Sett of the City of Edinburgh, and Decreet
f * Arbitral pronounced thereupon, by King James the Sixth, and
; regiftrate in the Books of Council and Seffion, the nineteenth day -

of June one thoufand five hundred and eighty-three years.
T M AGiSTRATES

T HE Magiftrates, fuch as Provoft, Bailies, Dean of Guild, and T'reafurer, to be in all
- cril - time coming of the eftate and calling of Merchants, conform to the aéts of Parliament,
‘and, if any Craftiman excrceand merchandize, fhall for his good qualities be promoved
thereto, in that cafe, he fhall leave his craft, and not occupy tﬁe' fame, be himfelf nor his
fervants during the time of his office, and fhall not return thereto at any time thereafter,

yvhile he_obtain fpecigl licence of the Provoft, Baillies, and Counfell, to that effe&t.
AR COUNSELL

THE Counell to confit of ten Merchants, to wit, the old Provoft, four old Baillias,:
Dean of Guild, and Treafurer, of the next year preceeding, and three Merchants to be
. chofen to them ; and alfo to confift of eight Craftfmen thereof, fix Deacons, and two other

Craft{men, making in_the haill the faid council eigliteen perfons, and this by the office-men
. of that year, viz. the Provoft, Baillies, Dean of Guild, .and Treafurer. ’

. ELECTION. ,
- AND as to the manner of their Ele@ion, it is firft generally accordit and agreed, that no
manner of perfon be chofen Provoft, Baillies, Dean of Gild, or Treafurer, {uppofe they be
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Burgefles of the Burgli; and able therefore, without they have been ane year or two upon-
the Council of before. And anent the Council, the old manner of giving in of ticketts be
the Deacons out of the whilk the two Craftfmen- were yearly chofen to be abrogat, ceafe and
expire, in.all time coming, fua that the faids two Craftfmen fhall be_chofen yearly without
any ingiving of ticketts indifferently, of the beft and worthieft of the Crafts, be the faids
Provoft, ' Baillies, Dean of Gild, Treafurer, and Council, alennarly, and none to be on.
the Council above two years together, except they be office-men, or be virtue of their of-

 fices on the Counfell; - Sicklike, anent the leits to be Baillies, they fhall not be divided nor
- caften in four ranks, three te every rank, as they were wont to be, but to be chofén indif-
. ferently, ane out of the twelve leits, anether out of the eleven leits, the third out of the ten,

and the fourth out of nine leits. - Anent the Deacons, that none be ele¢ted Deacon, excépt

he that has been ane mafter of his Craft, two year at the leaft; and that none of them be -

continued in their offices of Deaconfhip above two years togethér. = Laft, in general, that

- none have vote in leiting, voting, ele&ting of the Provoft, Baillies, Council, Deacons, Dean,

of Gild, or Treafurer, but the perfons hereafter following in manner after fpecified. "~

AND to proceed to the fiid Ele@tion, it is found good' to begin’at the choofing of the
Deacons of Crafts, whilks are foirteen in number, to wit, chirurgeons, goldfmiths, {kinners,, -

furriers, hammermen, wrights, mafens, tailors, baxters, flefhers, cordiners, webfters, wa_lk-
ers, bonnetmakers, fo the Deacons now prefent fhall ftand and continue while the third
council day of before the old time:of Election. of the new Council, whilk was on the Wed-
nefday next preceeding the feaft of Michaelmafs day. Upon the whilk third Council day,

the Provoft, Baillies, and Council, now ftandand,. extending to nineteen.perfons, and from.

thenceforth yearly and ilk year, the Provoft, Baillies, and. Council, conftitute’ of the- faid
twenty-five perfons, fhallcall in before them the faids Deacons of Crafts, every one feverally,
and enquire their opinion and judgment of the belt and worthieft of their Crafts; thereafter
the faids Provoft, Baillies, and Council; fhall nominate and.leet three perfons of_the moft dif-

crect, godly, and qualified perfons, of every, one of the faids fourteen crafts, moft expert:

hand-labourers of their own craft, burgéffés and freemen of the Burgh of Edinburgh; where-
of the old Deacon fhall be one, and caufe deliver their names to the Deacons every one, ac--
cording to their craft, whilk Deacons, -on the morn thereafter,. fhall. affemble and conveen

_ their crafts, and every craft be themfelves, forth of their names, fhall ele¢t one perfon who

fall'be their Deacon for that year; and, upon the next: Council day after the faid' Eleion,
the old Deacons, with féme of their mafters of their crafts, fhall prefent the new.Deacons.to.

- thie Counfell, who fhall authorize them-in their ‘oﬂicgs; B

'

© . NEWCOUNSELL of DEACONS.

NEXT to prdcecd to the Ele&ion of tlie new Counfell, the faid day‘ of pre{‘enﬁﬁg of’ tﬁe~

new Deacons, the Provoft, Bailfies, and- Council, ‘now- ftandand of nineteen perfons, and

" $ra then forth the faid day yearly, the Provoft, Baillies, and Council, of twenty-five perfons,
‘fhall choofe fortlof the faids fourteen Deacons, fix perfons’ to be- adjoyned: with the new
* Council for the year to come, and to liave fpecial vote inleiting -and choofing of the Provoft,

Baillies, and Councily and the fame day the old'fix Deacons, whilk was-upon the Council:the
year preceeding, to be removed, and have no further vote for:that year,.except fome:of

them:be of the number of the new Ele@ed-Deacons.” = -~ . B P

NEW COUNSELL or MERCHANTS anp CRAFTS.

B "THEREAFTER,,upon the Wednefday next, preceeding Michaelmafs ilk- year;. the Pro-
voft,_ Baillies, Dean:of Gild, Treafurer, and ten Merchants of the Council, -and. the faids, fix

‘Deacons, and two Craftfmen, and in the haill twenty-five perfons, and twenty-fix votes, be
’ ’ - o reafon
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reafon of the Provoft’s two votes, ordinarly ftandand at all times, fhall conveen and choofe
the new Council, to the number of eighteen perfons, viz. the old Provoft, Baillies, Dean of
Gild, and Treafurer, of that.year,.and the faids fix Deacons, to make thirteen perfons there-
of; and to them to be chofen three Merchants and two Craftfmen, and thir perfons to be
called the new Council ; and if any perfon of the Merchaats chofen upon the new Counfell,
happens to be putt on the leit of another office and promoved thereto, another fhall be chofen
in his foonre be the fiids Provoft, Baillies, and Council.. : . , )
- LEITS or MAGISTRATES

- THIRDLY, to proceed to the cheofing of the leits to the Magiftrates and office-men, fuchi

as Provoft, Baillies, Dean of Gild, and Treafurer,. upon the Friday next thereafter, there

fhall conveen the faid new Council of eighteen perfons, and the old Connfell conftitute of
twelve perfons, viz: ten-Merchants and two Craftfmen,. and in. the haill thirty perfons, to

" the Provoft’s odd vote, whilks perfons, folemnly protefting before God, that they fhall choofe

the perfons whom they find moft meet, without favour, hatred, or any kind of collufion,
then fhall begin and choofe the leits to the faid Magiftrates, and office-men, to every one of
them three leits," that is to fay, to the Provoft, two leits with himfelf, to the four Baillies e~
very one of them three leits, the old Baillies not being ane, except they be. new chofen there-
to; to the Dean of Gild two leits with himfelf, and to the Treafurer two leits with himfelf; .

~ whilks haill leits thall be of the order and calling of Merchants as faid is. oy,

ELECTION or MAGISTRATES. -

i FOURTHLY, ‘to proceed to the ele@ting and choofing of the faids Magifirates and office--
men, upon the Tuefday next after Michaelmafls yearly, there fhall conveen the faids thirty

perfons of new and old Council, and with them the reft of the Deacons of crafts whilks are-
not of the Counfell, extending to eight perfons ; the haill perfons fua conveened extending

“to thirty-eight perfons by the Provoft’s odd vote, whereof twenty Merchants and. eighteen
" Craftfmen, whilks perfons fhall begin at the leits of the Provolt, and every one in their own
" rank, give their votes to fuch as they find'meet, for the'well of the Town, according to their

knowledge and confcience, but feid or favour, and on whom the greatelt number of votes-

“ fhall fall, that he be fivorn, received, and admitted Provoft for that year, and fua to proceed

thro’ the leits of the Baillies, Dean of Gild, and Treafurer, while the {aid eledlion be com-

‘pletely ended, the faids Provoft, Baillies, Dean of Gild, Treafurer, and Counfell, eletted.
- as faid is, making in the haill twenty-five perfons, they only, and no others, fhall have the
* full government and adminiftration of the haill common well of this Burgh, in all things, as
the Provoft, Baillies, and Ceuncil thereof, or of any other ‘Burgh had of before, or may
_have hereafter, be the laws or confuetude of this realm, infeftments and priviledges granted

to this T'own be our Sovereign Lord’s moft Noble Progenitors, exceptand always thir caufes-

~ following, in the whilks the haill fourteen Dekcons of Crafts fhall be called and adjoyned

with tl}em, ‘tb‘ give their fpecial vote and confultation thereunto.  To witt, in Eletion of:
the Provoft, Baillies, Dean of Gild, and Treafuer, as {aid is, in fetting of fews or any man-

" mer of tacks, attour the yearly rouping on Martinmafs even; in giving of benefices and other

offices in Burgh; in granting of extents, contributions, emprimits, and ficklike, bigging-of’
common works, and in difponing of the common good above the fum of twenty pounds to-
gether. Extracted from the records of the general convention of the Royal Burrows.of,
Scotland, upon this, and the eight precceding pages, by me their conjun& general clerk.
' o ' JOHN DUNDAS. -~
) L.w.. o
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And alfo finds, decerns, and declares, ‘That the right of 'callirié _‘the Council érdix;ary ané‘e‘xtraordihaﬁrf,-
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o av. -the Right Honourable the Lord Provoft, Magiftrates, and Cou'nc:l‘of the
,citgvg“llggiinguiéh, being affembled, a letter from the Right Honsurable Archibald Lord
Tlay, addreft to the Lord Provolt,” with the decreet-arbitral pronounced and awarded by his
Lordfhip upon the matters to him fubmitted, were feverally read, ‘and the Council, with the
extraordinary Deacons, unanimoufly ordered the fax'ne to bg imviolably obferved, and to be re-
corded, and appointed the Treafurer to caufe print the fame ; the tenor whgreof follows.
Whereas, by two. feveral {fubmiffions, dated and figned at Edinburgh, the thirteenth and

fourteenth days of March, one thoufznd feven hundred and twenty nine years, by the Ma-

 giftrates and Merchant Council, : v ]
“Burgh, ‘on the one and other parts, and in behalf, and purfuant to-the powers therein-men-

“tioned, feveral queftions and differences between the faid Ipcorporations, and the {‘?ld,Ma.-
giftrates and Merchant Council, touching the matters therein fet i:urth,'were fx_xbm:tned to
e as fole arbiter chofen and eleted by both parties, and particularly certain. procefles
.at their inftance againft others, depending before the Lords of Council and Seffion ; and I
‘having maturely confidered the faid mutual procefles, with the minutes, and claims, and
anfwers, with the vouchers given in by them Ainc inde, and heard parties procurators, in my
own prefence, viva voce, ‘and having weighed the arguments on each fide, and perufed the
precedents laid before me jointly by both parties, I give furth my final fentence and decreet-
-arbitral, in manner, and to the effe® following: That is to fay, finds, decerns, and de-
- rfon, who - v ( trad
' ';l:c;est;c;\];;‘;;:np:vith{n the city of Edinburgh, and liberties thereof, unlefs he refide within
the faid town or liberties, and at the fame time fubje&t himfelf to the common burdens of the

and Deacons of Crafts and Trades Councilers of the faid -

has deferted and given over the pradice and exercife of his trade .

Provoft, or Prefes thall happen to negle&, or fhall refufe to call a Council on Wednefday, the ordinary
Council day, a majority of the faid Council may, forty-eight hours preceding the ordinary and ftated
time of meeting, require the aforefaid Provoft, or Prefes, under form of inftrument, to -call a Council,
and, upon his refufing, or negle& to comply with the demand fo made, the majority of the faid Council
may meet on the faid ufual and Rated time, and proceed to do bufinefs. And finds, decerns, and de-
clares, That the Council ordinary and extraordinary have the fole power and right of governing the T'ri-
nity Hofpital, and cannot delegate the fame to any other perfon, or perfons whatfoever. And decerns
and ordains the accompts of the town to be fitted and audited within the year to which the faid accompts
relate, or within three months after the expiration of the fiid year, and that no article of depurfcment
of the town’s money ought to be allowed, unlefs the fame be fufficiently. vouched. And finds and de-
" cerns, That the expence of all public treats ought to be previoufly authorifed by the Council, and attefted,
when laid out, by.two of the Council, or more, who are hereby ordained: to write, or caufe to be writ-
ten, on the bills, the date and occdfion of the expence, and the perfon’s name to whom the fame was

‘ . B . . .‘ . . : . t 7 : ‘)
] ’ N ITES . » : + . N . i
i : : o : thoufund feven hundred and thirt belongs to the Provofl, or Prefes of the meeting ; and, upo:: an execution returned of the members being E
3 4 At Edinbur, gb” the ""gbtb day of /IP ril, one f f Hariy fummoned by the faid Provoft, or Prefes his order, thirteen of the ordinary, and feventeen of the extraor- ?é

> b yearse ‘ o : dinary Council, may proceed, and a& in the fame manner as if all the mefnbers were prefent: But, if the {:

" paid, oris due, and fign the faid bills and report, and produce them in Council, within a month at far.

thelt after the faid expence is incurred. ~And further, finds, decerns, and declares, That the faid extras
ordinary Deacons of Crafts have right to give their fpecial vote and confultation annually, in eledting and
chufing the members of the Dean of-Guild Court of Edinburgh ; but that they have no vote in the.elec-
tion of the officers of the Train.bands, the Conftables, and Bailies of the public merkats of the city, and
their affiftants, kirk and college treafurers, ftent-mafters, and auditors of the town’s accompts, nor in
eleting and chufing the baron- bailies of the fuburbs, namely, the bailies of Leith, Canongate, Portfburgh,
and Calton, the Magiftrates and ordinary Council having the only right of chufing the faid officers. And

. finds, decerns, and declares,  That the faid extraordinary Deacons have a right, and ought to be adjoin-

ed with the ordinary. Council, at leaft, ought to be legally called for that end, when ‘they are to
proceed to the ele@ion of Provoft, Bailies, Dean-of-Guild, or.Treafurer, or -to fet feus, or any manner

of tacks, attour the yearly rouping on Martinmafs Even ; or te give benefices, and other offices ‘within
the burgh ; or to grant extents, contributions, emprimets, and concerning public burdens, or to difpofe
_of the common good, above the fum of twenty pounds Scots together. ~ And further finds the faid extra-
ordinary Deacons have right to vote in chufing committees for deliberating upon, and preparing all, or
any of the faid matters, and are alfo-capable of being members of the faid committees; and, as to the
article of commiffioners for, andfrom the burgh, which includes a cafe relating to the priviledge of par-
liament, the fame is hereby to receive no determination, of confent, and at the defire of both parties.
And alfo decerns and ordains the minutes of the Council to be read and figned in open Council the next
Council day, immediately -after they {hall have reccived a fecond reading. And,-touching the office of
Conveener, and themmeetings of Deacons and Craftfimen among themfelves, finds the office of Conveener
has the authority of too'long ufage; and has been too much admitted by the Magiftrates and Council, to
be at this time called in queltion, and that the meeting of the Deacons has been alfo long pra&ifed: But
‘that,! by: the fett-of the town, neither the merchants ameng themfelves, nor the crafts, and their Deacons,

| : - - town and Incorporation whereof he is free, or who is received as a member or fervant in any

’ . of the tewn’s hofpitalls, or who is a penfioner of the town or trade, or has or enjoys any be-

“pefite or lucrative office from the town or trade, .or who, at any time within fix months pre-

ceeding, has been received, or was member, {ervant, or penfioner, as aforefaid, or held, or

[ ‘ . enjoyed fuch benefice, or lucrative office, hath, or ought to have any votein the eleétion of

- a Deacon, or other Officer of the Incorporation, or in making up lects, in order to the elec-
tion of 2 Deacon, or other Officer, or to a&, or vote in-any meetlng'what.focyer of any In-

.~ corporation within the faid city. . And further, finds, decerns, and ordains, that the ufage
and cuftom of prefenting leets of fix perfons made by the feveral Incorporations, ‘and attefted -
by their refpecive Clerks, to the Magiftrates and Council, in érder to their making fhort
leets of three for eledtion of Deacons, be inviolably for ever obferved, and that the fhort leets
be returned by them out of the faid leets of fix, regularly and legally made and "attefted.
But finds, decerns, and declares, that the Council, to whom the new Deacons are to be

N e
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;o - prefented, and _by whom they are by the fett to be a‘ithor.‘?dl:nft&qt %ﬂicesz a:ﬁ’ fli)rylt thf ' S | -or.vifitors, -can have, or make any particular or general conventions, as Deacons with Deacons, Dea<

) ~ nature of the thing, and the precedents, and con!':&en; y ‘}'“h t f‘ e 2 111“. 533?:: :6 . ;:l- N ’.’7'% -cons-with:their crafts, er crafts among themfelves, without the advice and confent of the Provoft and

% . : ﬂ:{n;g, 'of queftions that may. be (hrrf.d con,Cerm}t‘)gl I;_ he tﬂg : rr? laPi:x; _Oa:d the re \gew of the 5 Council, excepting the cafes in the faid fett particx.zlarly excepted, and t!nat the meeting -faid .to be fre-

F 1 . mitted into the office of Deacon; fubjet, neverthelels, to c g lares. that the Provoft ha o H -quently held the firlt T'uefday after Michaelmafs, in the:manner, and with the circumftances, the fame :

bf * proper court, as accorfis of the law. And h'nds, decerns, :_mg. eclares, t a;:‘t. :- rovo i as : is particularly fet forth in the.declarator of the merchants, can in no ways be continued-in the faid excep- i

g : - right to the firft vote in every matter and thing, and to a;xa‘ &“gl{}' o?:": ca:le o an eql:ia_xéy, _ tions. And finds, -decerns, and declares, That by-laws made by the Incorporartions for themfelves, are . :
' and to no6 other or further vote in any cafe whatfoever. . And allo finds, decerns, and de- . of no.force, unlefs they are ratified by the Magiftrates and Council. =But finds, That the faid Magiftrates

s, that, according to the fett of the town, there mult be three perfons in every leet for
:Jlairefe'veral ’offices of %rovoﬂ:, Dedn of Gild, and Treafurer, ar}d twelve perfons in t!xe leet
for Baillies; but it is not determined by the fett, whether the faids leets fhould contain one

- and twenty different perfons ; and the ufage appears to be in the contrary, which thcrefox:e
ought to prevail. And further, finds, decerns, and decla_res, that the Deacons extraordi-
nary, or not of the Council, have a vote in choofing proxies for the-abfent members of the

ordinary Council at the annual Ele&tion, in all ﬁfps where they h?.je aright to be prglzx:lté

.and Council have no power to make by-laws, whereby the {aid Incorporations and their fucceflors can be
-bound to admit all fuch perfons as fhall requeflt the fame; and fhall appear-to the Magiftrates and Coun-
-¢il to be well fkilled and qualifyed to. occupy and pradife in-their crafts, upon payment of fuch valuabla
confideration as.fhould be rated and determined by the faid Magiftrates and Council,  And likewife finds,
“That they have no power to controul the management-of the feveral flocks belonging.to the faid Incor-
" -porations, or to make by-laws concerning:the fame: And this I g\ix{e forth as my final fentence and de-
_creet-arbitral betwixt the faid parties; and decerns and ordains them to abide by, and fullfill the fame
" _each to other in all time coming. In witnefs whg'cof, 1 have fubfcribed thefe prefents, written -on thx;
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and the preceeding page, by Henry Pujolas, my fervant, at London, the twelfth day of March, feven-
- teen hundred and twesty-nine, thirty, before thefe witneffes, Richard Lancafhire, and the above faid
" Henry Pujolas, my fervants. (Signed) Ilay. Richard Lancathire, witnefs, Henry, Pujolas, - witnefs.
_ Extraced from the council records of the city of Edinburgh, upon this and the ten preceding pages, by
- Ine conjuné. principal city-clerk of Edinburgh. ‘ ‘ )

o CTow.

) o o NOTE : T R
" GuiLory:—The guild brethren, including the members of the merchant company, are about 500 ;
‘ %)‘ut the fimple burgeffes,. not conneed with the guildry or incorporations, may be about the fame nume
* ber. . - .
Herirors,—It is’ exceedingly difficult to afcertain, with precifion, the number of heritors in this
* burgh, avko are not burgeffis; we can therefore only form a conjecture upon this head, and our conjeéture
'+ is, that'thefe heritors may be about 1500 in all. ) N - S o
. ’hINcom‘ouTsz.—-The number of incorporations is fourteen, and of the members conneéted with
© them 422, . o c T
" Innasrrantsi—The number of inhabitants within _the royalty, or what is’ properly. termed the city,
may be about 40,600, - But the fuburbs, which is very extenfive and populous, dogs at leaft contain equal

that number; fo that the inhabiitants in general, in and abour, Edinburgh, may be reckoned. at above
' 80,000, g ‘ . . s :

 SETTOfTHEBURGdeGLASGO“Hﬁ

o At Glafgow, the twenty-fecond. day: of Odober, ‘onezthoufand:feve_xr ‘hundred and eleven }éars». ' The-

which day, the provoft, baillies,. and-town. counfell conveened, - confidering, That, by an aé of the gene-
ral.convention of royal burrows, the whole royal burrows. are ordained. to- tranfmit to the clerk to the

Joyal.burrows each. of their fetts, and cuftomes in their ele@ions of their ‘magiftrates and counfell, to be -
recorded in.the books of general convention of the faid royal burrows, in manner, and to the effedt-as is -

more fully {pecified in-the faid a& ;. therefore the magiftrats and toun.counfel doe hereby declare the fett
or accuftomed way: of this burgh of. Glafgow, in their ele@ions of their ‘provoft, baillies, toun counfell,
- dean of gild, deacon conveener,, treafurer, and others, after infert, to be as followes, viz," By: the ordis

nary fett of the faid burgh, the town counfell thereof, (befide the: provoft and three baillies), is to con- -

fift of the number of thirteen.merchants and twelve trades ; and,. if either the dean of gild,. deacon cons

veener, . treafurer, or mafter of work, or-all of them,. fhall happen to be chofen of perfons.not.in the town -

counfell, they, by their clection,, become:extraordinary. counfellers,

| .+ Fhe Eletion of Proveft:and" Baillies: , _
. Upon thefirft Tuefday after Michaclmafs, (which- is the ordinary day of ele@ion of thofé who fhould
bear office, as provoft and baillies of.this burgh for the year enfueing), the provoft, baillies, and ' tounr
counfell conveened, doe proceed, firft to the ele@ion of the provoft, and the haill counfelt being remo-

“ved fromrthe table, except the prefent:provoft and baillies, the faid provoft: and baillies doe -leit the mer~

chant rank.in fourleits, and:the counfell being called to take their place-at-the table, each of the faid-four
 leits are feverally' voted, and are chofen-out of. each of them, and- the faid four perfons fo chofen being:
somoved and-divided in.tuo leits,. and: the faid- tuo leits being feverally. voted,. there are tuo perfons cho-
fea out of” the fame, .and which tuo perfons are putt- in one leit, and the fame: putt to the vote, which of

them fhall be chofen as provolt ;- he who has plurality of- votes is elected-as provoft for the year enfuing,

and he may be-eledted-and continued at the next year’s ele&ion for a fecond year; but he cannot be leited: -

or eleted, till tuo years expire after his going:out of:the office. i g e
" . Jtem, After the-eleftion of .the: provoft, as faid is, they dee proceed to the ele@ione of the-three baillies;

and the haill:counfell being again removed from the table,” except: the- provolt eleded, as is immediately
above written ; and-the three-baillies who are to be changed, with the late provoft, or- provofls, the faids. . .

perfons not removed:fett:doun the leits of the merchants and crafts, ranks.in counfell; out of which the

: three baillies are to be chofen for. the year. enfuing. The merchant rank,, who are. capable to: be-leited; :
"are.divided in four leits, and the counfell being called to-take their place, the faid. four leits are feverally .

putt
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putt to the vote, and one chofen out of each of them ; and,the faid four perfons fo chofen, being divided
i tuo leits, and the counfellers of the trades rank being- divided in three leits, and feverally putt to the
vote, there are three perfons chofen, which are putt in one leit, and the faids three leits of merchants and
crafts, (after the perfons thereon are removed), being feverally putt to the vote, there is one of the tuo in
* the firlk leit of the merchant rank chofen for firft and eldeft baillie, and one of the tuo in the fecond leit
of the merchant rank chofen fecond baillie for the year enfuing ; as alfo, there is one of the three in the
leit of the crafts rank chofen as baillie for the crafis rank; and it is alfo the fett and cultome in the elec-
tione of the baillies, that none of the counfell who have been eleéted baillie, can be thereafter leited for,
or eledted a bailli¢, till tuo years expyre after their being out of that office. . .. ; : R

L Y be E/;fc‘?;fon of the Toun 'Cou'fy‘_éll.

* Upon the firft Friday after the ele&tion of the faid magiftrats, there do conveen the prefent provoft and
three baillies, and the provoft and three baillies that were in office the laft year, and the provoft and three bail-
lies who were magiftrats the year preceeding the laft year, which three years magiftrats makes up the num-
ber of tuelve,” and, if any of the faid number be defedtive, in refpet of on¢ man being provoft tuo of the faid
three years, or by the abfence or death of any of the twelve 3 therefore thefe conveened doe ele@, or call for fo

- . many perfons as fhall happen to be wanting of the faid full number, of the fame quality of ‘theabfents, :
- whether they be merchands or crafts, to make up the faid number of twelve; who are appointed by the.

" _conftitution of this burgh, 10 make choice of thefe who are to bear the office as- counfellersof this burgh
for the year enfieing, and then doe procecd to the clection of thirteen of the merchant rank, and tuelve
-of the trades rank, to bear office as counfellers,” which counfellers are elected as follows, viz. -. The whole
thirteen of the merchand rank, and tuelve of the trades rank, ‘who ‘were counfellers the year : precceding,
are leited with others of the fume rank who are not counfellers : And, in refped that the prefent magi-

. ftrats are chofen out of the laft counfell, -the late magiftrats doe come in their place to make up the num..

“.ber, and be leited as counfellers ; and none of the faid thirteen merchants, or tuelve trades, can be leited ~
~ one with another, but with perfons ‘out of  the counfell, as faid is, except in the cafe, when either the

dean of gild, deacon conveener, treafurer, or mafter of work, fhall happen to be extraordinary counfellers

. - by their office, they may be leited againft as many of the ‘magifirats _and trades counfellers of the fame. .

‘rank.’ And, in cafe it fhall happen at any time, that a’ confiderable number ot the counfellers who are
_elefted, as faid ‘is, doe not accept, the magiftrats and counfell may, and have been in ufe to.ele® o-"
thers in their roome and place, - ‘ e et T e Tt e

" ... The Eleclion of the Dean of Gild, Deacon Conveener,” Treafurer, and otherss. -

- Upon the ﬁ.r(’c'Wcanni:fday after the éleﬁioﬁ of the couh{'f;AI],‘d'c;e' cér‘l;}céhlrthebp‘ryc'ﬁvéﬂ, baillies, and coun.-
“fellers, both of the merchants and trades ranks, together with the deacons of the. refpedive incorporat

© erafts of the burgh, _And, becaufe that the trades baillie, and counfellers, and . deacons forefaid, do ex--

ceed the number of the magiftrats and counfell of the merchant rank, there are as many merchants added .
to them as malkes up the merchants and trades ranks both alike number, and then there is a leit produced.
from the merchants houfe, contained in ane a& thereof, under their clerk’s hand, confifting of three per-
fons of the merchants rank, and one of them is chofen be the magifirats and toun counfell, and others. .
forefaids, to bear office as dean of gild of this burgh for the year enfueing,” Alfo, there.is a leet produced.
from the trades houfe, contained in ane a& thereof under, their clerk’s hand,. conlifting of three perfons,
of the crafts rank ; and one of them is chofen be the faid magittrats and toun counfell, and others fore- :
faids, to bear office as deacon conveener of this burgh for the year enfuing. " And, in the election of the .
dean of gild and deacon coriveener,.the provoft has the firlt vote ; and, in cafe.of an equality, the calting
vote ; but, in other eleions, has only the caling vote,” © © . T . R
Thereafter, the merchants and deacons who are added to the merchants and toun.counfell for eleding .

.- the dean of gild and deacon conveener,” being removed, the magiftrats or.toun counfell putt two or. three .

perfons on the leet; which is'putt to the vote, and one of them is chofen to bear office as ticalurer of the -
burgh for the year enfuing ;: and that the leit out of which the treafurer is.eleded, confifts of the.merchant -
rank, or trades rank,” per vices, or year about. R ¥ o s D

dtem, Tn eleding the baillie of Gorbals, the ‘mégiﬁrlarts' afxd toun ’ counfel putt tuo "Qr three oftheu '

. number on the leit, which is puttto. the vote, and one of them is chofen.to bear office as baillie of the Gor.™

hals.
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*bals for the year énfuing, and ;hé leit out of which he is chofen, cé_nﬁ(t; of thqmcgchén;s ¥ank, ‘and trades

rank, per vices, or year about, - i ¢ ST

Ltem, In eleding the water baillie, the magiftrats and toun counfell, doe ‘putt tuo perfons (either of
the counfell, or not of the-fame, as they think fit,) upon the leit, which is putt to the vote, and one of

"~ them is chofen to bear office as water baillie for the year enfuing, and the-leit out of which he is chofen

confifts of the merchants rank, and trades rank, per vices, or year about, -

dtemy In cle®ing the malter of work, the magiltrats and toun counfell doe ‘pntr:'tuo pefi'ons of the
-merchant rank (either of the counfell or not of the fame, as they think fit,) upon the leit, which is putt to

the vote, and one of them is chofen to bear office as mafter of work of the burgh for the year enfuing. -
Ltem, There is a leet produced from the incorporation of maltmen, under their clerk’s hand, confifting
of four or five perfons of that trade, which leit being putt to the vote, one of them is chofen be the ma-

. .giltrats and toun counfell, to be vifiter of the maltmen for the year enfuing.
dtem, There is a leet produced.from the incorporatione of gardeners, under-their clerk’s hand, confiff~ -
-ing of tuo perfons of that trade, which leit being putt to the vote, one of them is chofen be the magi-

ftrats and toun counfell, to be vifiter of the gardeners for the:year enfuing. = .° ..~ e
Ztem, In ele@ing the procurator-fifeall of court, there is a leit made be the magiftrats and. toun coufell,

.confifting of tuo perfons, -which:leit being putt to the vote, one of them is eleted procurator-fifcall of
-court for the year enfuing ; and the magiftrats and toun counfell recommends to the:provoft to” tranfmitt
“an extrad& hereof under the clerk’s hands, to the clerk to the convention of royal burrows, to the effe@®
~ -fpecified in. the faid a& of the burrows. Extia&ted by me, fic fubferibitur, -

. JA. MBRYDE."

Ag pft/aé Royal Burrows, rét)'fﬁrég fo)ne regulations, alterations, and c,imené'ﬂzént}, in the .
~fett of the Burgh of Glafgow. ™ v o T

:In the General Coﬁventidn of the Royal Burrows of Scotland, holden at the Burgh' of Edinburgh, upon

the fifth day of July one thoufand feven hundred and fourty-cight years, by the commiflioners therein
.. conveened, . I . g T e R i

- The' Which day, ‘]ouhn” Murdbch, \Efq; cdmxﬁimdnér fo; Clafgq{{v,";’)r'efénté'crl a‘ petmontothe éox;v;;iiidn;‘
:in name of the magiftrates and town council of Glafgow, fhewing, that they had agreed in certain regu-:

lations for altering and amending the fett of the faid burgh, which had been communicated to the mer-
chiants and trades-houfes there, an extra& of which was putt into the clerk’s hands with the faid petition ;.
and therefore craving the convention would confider the faids regulations, and interpofe their fanction
thereto, and appoint them to be recorded agreeable to the rules and prad&ice of the convention. Which

being confidered by the convention, they reinitted the fame to the burghs of Edinburgh, Perth, Dundee,
" Aberdeen, Stirling, Montrofe, and Dumlfrics, to confider the faids regulations, and they to report againft

the next federunt ; and, accordingly, the committee above named appointed to confider the alterations and.
amendments, propofed by the town of Glafgow to be made upon their fett and conflitution; reported,’
that they having maturely confidered the regulations contained in an extracted a& of the town council of
Glafgow, dated the fifteenth day of April lalt, containing fome variations of the fett of their town and

.conftitution, were of opinion, that the fame were agreeable to law, and cenducive to the intere of that

burgh, and therefore recommerided to thé convention to interpofe their authority for making the fame ef-

fe@tual, and to appoint the clerks to record the faids regulations in the books of the general convention, -

and declare them a part of the fett and conftitution of the city of Glafgow in time coming. Which being

- confidered by the convention, they approved and hereby approve of the committee’s report, and appoint
-the faid regulations tq be recorded in the book kept for recording the fetts of the royal burrows; as alfo

. in the books of the general convention, immediately after the riling of this convention; and déclared, and -
hereby declare the fame to be 2 part of the fett and conftitution of the town of Glafgow, and they to pro. |
-ceed accordingly in time coming. - Which regulations and alterations, are accordingly recorded both in’
the book keept for recording the fetts+of the royal burrows, and in the books of the general convention ; .

- and of which the tenor follows: At Glafgow, the fifteenth day of April one thoufand feven hundred and .

-fourty-eight years ; the which day, the magiftrates and town council conveened, the committee nominate

by a former ad, dated the eight of April inftant, for confidering what alterations and amendments may .
‘be proper to be made in the fett of the town; reported, that the conftitution of the town council of Glaf-
80w, has been long complained of as having a tendency to continue the government of the city in a par-

. ticular
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ticular fett longef than may be for the j)ublick ixitere&,‘ fhéfc being fometimes difficulty to gett the more
creditable burgeffes to accept of offices ; and time and experience having difcovered fundry defeéts in. the
former conftitution, the following alterations and amendments, are humbly fubmitted and reported by
the committee, to whom this affair has been 1emitted, to take effe@ at Michaelmafs 1748, and to be ob«
ferved in all time coming, viz. L, )
s A | Regulation I R

. That the late provoft and baillies, and the laft eleted dean of gild and deacon conveener, ,{h.aH' necef-
farily continue and be of the ordinary council, without ele&ion, the year after their having been in, orcxs
erced their refpedive, offices. o : i oo ‘

" Regulation IL.

** "That the two fenior merchant and two fenior trades counfellors; not beiﬁg in the ;nagiﬁracj, (except-:
ing always the laft year’s provolt and baillies, together with the laft ele@ted dean of gild and conveener, }

- fhall neceffarily be difqualified annually from being in the council for the fpace of three years allenarly ;

and that the like number of the fame rank be chofen or filled up in their places at the time, and in the
manner to be condefcended on in the immedtately fubfequent article; but, in'‘regard hitherto the number
of new members brought yearly into the council, has not been fixed or uniform, and that three, or more
of the prefent members of one rank, may decline accepting the office of councilor, for compelling of whom
there is at prefent no provifion; and that hereafter, fome of. the fenior councillors forefaid, by being in
the office of magiftracy, or having been magiftrates, dean of gild, or deacon conveener, the preceeding
year, may be neceffary or conflituent members of the council, whereby it fhall happen, that there may be

only one merchant or trades councilor, exclufive of the neceffary members above faid, alder elefted tham °

all the reft of his rank, and that after his being difqualified, there may be two or more of that rank who
have been equally long in council ; or it may happen, that three or more councillors of the fame rank,
have been brought in at one ele&ion. * It is provided, that fo oft as any of thefe cafes, or cafes of the like

nature, fhall occurr, when only part of the councillors elected at one time need to be dropt, jn order to -
- tnake up the nurhber of tuo of each rank, neceffary to be difqualified as above, it fhall be in the power
. of the twelve ele@ers, hereafter mentioned, to determine by plurality of voices, which of thefe two or
. ‘more conncilors ele@ed at one time, are to fall off from the council for that year, two of each rank being -

neceflarily to be difqualified yearly, whofe places are to be filled up in the manner to be hereafter preferi-
-bed, and fuch of the fenior councilors as are not difqualified, or continued on the above account, for that
“year, fhall be the firft who are to fall off, and neceflarily go out of the council the ele@ion.immediately

“fubfequent, at leaft fo foon as they ceafe to bé neceffary councilors, in confequence of the regulation forer

faid, :

R;:;‘gulation, L

. ,:Thatj{:pqn the firft Fryday after the ele@ion of magiftrates in O&ober i748; and yearly thereafter-on-that

day,’ the three fetts of magiftrates, who, by the original conftitution of the -burgh, have the_ power. to
‘cloofe thofe who are to bear office as. councilors, conveen within the town.hall.at four in. the afternoon,

_the dean of gild and deacon conveener being warned perfonally, or at their dwelling-houfes, to be prefent -

with them; and, after filling up the places of fuch of the ele@ors as are dead, abfent, or who have been
two years in one office, or born two offices, to make the full number of twelve ;. the dean of gild and con-
veener, if:atthe meeting forefaid, being always to be eleors in room of: fuch of their refpective ranks

whofe places are to be filled up as above, and after having a lift laid before them by the town- clerk, of

the. members of laft. year’s council, diftinguifhing each year when they were laft brought into council, thefe
twelve ele@ors are to fill up and choofe thirteen merchants, and twelve tradefmen, who, with-the provoft
“and three baillies, are to make the ordinary council of twenty-nine for the year {ubfequent, in the manner
following, viz. the thirteen merchant councillors are to be compofed of the faft-year’s provoft, (when not
ye-chofen)the two. merchant- baillies for the preceeding year, the laft ele@ted dean of gild; who, in cafe ha

has been an extraordinary member of council in: the former year, is to fupply and fill-up the room of one

of the new merchant councilors, and that whether he has been newly eleled into the office of magiftracy
or not, -and.of another new councilor of the merchant rank to be chofen by. plurality of- voices- as. above;
who,, with the faid dean of gild.in.the event forefiid, are to-come in place of. the two fenior merchant
o v R . . , . . . . : 3
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_ payable to the collectors of the merchant and trades- houfes r¢/peivé for the behoof of  th
ing to the rank which the refufing or negledting conncilor -fhall be of, and the faid refpective colle@ors-are

L ro j

‘councilors ngceﬂ’arily,tq'»be difqualified and fall off from the council, by the fecond regulation - before: fett *

down.” But,in café-the 1alt elected dean of gild 'has been-of the ofdinary council of twenty:nine the pre-
ceeding year, the faid twelve clectors are, by plurality of voices, to name and choofé two- new . merchant
councilors, -in place of the two fenior members of that rank to be difqualified, as above ‘expreflt ; and fo
. amany of thé junior or lateft ele@ted merchant-councillorsfor the preceeding. year, not being at the time

in the office of magiltracy, or having been magiftrates or dean o gild the immediately preceeding year,

as with the neceffary and new ele@ted councilors above faid, fhall make up the number of thirteen, exclu-
five of the provoft and two merchant baillies, are'to continue and remain members of the council for the
merchunt rank the-year enfueing:;- and, -as:to the twelve trades: councilors; theyare to confitt of: the per-
fons following, viz. the immediately preceeding year’s baillie of that rank, thelalt ele@ed conveener, who;
in cafe he has been an extraordinary member of council in the former year, is-to fupply and: fill up the
room of one of the new trades councilors, and that whether he has been newly ele@ted into the office of
magiftracy or not, and of another new councilor of the trades rank, to be-chefen by plurality of voices as
above, who, with the faid conveener in the event forefaid, are to come in placé of the -two fenior trades
councilors, neceffary to be difqualified by the fecond regulation above written; but, in café the laft eledted
conveener has:been’of the ordinary council of twenty-nine the preceeding year, the faids twelve ele@ors
are, ‘by plurality of votes, to name and-choofe two new trades, councilors, to fupply the place of the two
fenior members-of that rank, to be difqualified as above exprefled; and fo many of the junior, ‘or lateff
-elected trades councilors, for the preceeding year; not being at the time a baillie, or having. been . baillie

or conveener the immediately preceeding year; as with the neceflary and new elected councilors above faid, -
y are to continue and re-

'and. thall make up the number'of twelve, exclufivé of the trades buillie at the time
-mhain members of the council for the craftfmén rank the yéar enfuing; déclafing,always, that the faid
‘twelve eletors, fhall firther have liberty, and are hereby appointed, to fill up the places of fuch of the
ipreceeding year’s council who have died in that time, or refufed to_accept their offices, and whofe feats

have not'been filled up by the council in ‘tetms ‘of the original fetf, ‘and that over and above the four new

-councilors t6 be annually elected and filled up as before fpecified. And that there is to be no further |
:change in the council any one year, than by filling up or-choofing two new merchant and two-new trades

- scouncilors, in place of thefe to be difqualified as aforefaid, or f&pplyin§ the room of fuch as are dead, or
a

“have refufed 1o accept in the preceeding year; in cafe the féafs of the latter have not been flled up by the
«council as béfore mentioned ; declaring always, that in regard a good number of the merchant counfellors

ele@ed in October laft 1747, have not accepted of their offices, for which, as before noticed, there is at

prefent no. compulfitor ; it fhall be permitted, that in OdQober 1748, at filling up the ‘enfuing. year’s conn-
-cil, in cafe two or:more of the perfons chofen counfelors for this current year, fhall continue to decline
acceptance, the.twelve electors before named miay only fill up, or nominate new coun: 1ce
itWo fenior accepting councilors of that rank, in terms of the fecond regulation aforefaid. .

- RegulationV, . o =

That the baillie for the village of Gorbals is to bé chofen ot of a Iyte of the merchant rank and trades

wank,’ per vices, with liberty to the council to nominate them out of their number or not," and to conjéin
another baillic for the village and barony as they fhall judge expedient, o :

"  Regulation V.

¢ efs; or neceffaril
: abfent,,.or at fartheft, in three months after his ele@ion ; and that any ‘perfon: chofen,” or c’c)iitinuéd'td bg
a councilor, }'efuﬁilg or negle&ing to accept, as faid is, fhall, by the magifirates and council, “at their firft
'meeting after the firlt day of January yearly, be fined and amerciated in the fum of twenty pounds fterling,

eir poor, accord-

10 b; obliged, be}ween and_the Whitfunday.cnfuing, to produce a certificate under the hands of ‘the ‘dean
-of gild er conveener refp.eéllvely, of their having accountedfor the faid feveral fines, or that the fame are
/placed to their debites with the feveral houfes, otherways the faid refpective colle@ors:thall ' be obliged to

: s befor a fil minate new councilors in place of thofe -
Who have not-accepted the preceeding year, without being obliged to difqualify at that election only, the ™~

s Th;i:'eVé{y" perfon hereafter ele®ed, or continued a counkcilo}', fhall be 6811ged tbracc‘ept"of' hxs oﬂice &i -
‘the day whereon the dean of gild and conveener are chofen, if not confined ‘with' fickn '

'.P?? L
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pay:the fame to the tovmitreafnrer:for the ufe of the ~bu§gﬁ,= ,Git}i one fifth éa’rﬂiof&‘ for ‘their"neglé& ‘it

levying the faid fines, without prejudice to the council, in cafe any number of counfellers decline-accept«
ing, and choofe to pay the above fine; to fill up their places agreeable to the original fett. And des
claring always, that if any perfon fhall make payment of the above fyne for not accepting to be councilory
he fhall not be again compellable to accept of that office. . " B

L S Regiilation V1. G o e T
That every perfon who fhall be hereafter ele@ed provoft, one of the baillies; dean of gild, deacon’ cons
veener, or treafurer, fhall, on-his refufing or declining to accept, or exerce any of the faid offices, at the
firk meeting of the council after the election of the dean of gild, be fined and amerciated by the magi-

- ftrates and town council in the fum of fourty pounds fterling, payable to the colleGors of the merchants
and trades houfes refpedtive for the behoof of the poor, according to the rank which the refufing or ne-
gle@ting office- bearer fhall be of, with certification that, if the: faid refpedive colle®ors do not produce,
within three months after an extra@ of the fentence for the faid fines fball be put into their hands, a cer-
tificate from the dean: of gild ‘or conveener refpedtive, of their having accounted for the faid feveral fines,
the faid refpective colle@ors fhall be obliged to pay the fame, with one fifth part more for their negledt in
levying thereof, to the town treafurer for the ufe of the burgh. And this article, with the immediately
_ preceeding one, to be read annually in the merchants and trades-houfes at their firlt meeting, after ele-

ing the dean of gild and conveener, -

o RegatinVIL e

o That, m ca;fe qf' the deceafe of the provo&,any _orie of the baillies, ‘or trrafurc‘r, durmg the time of
their being in office, the magiftrate to whom belongs the right of prefiding in, and conveening the council,

who is declared to be the firlt magiftrate in the ‘place at ‘the time, fhall call a council ‘within fourty-eight

~ hours after fuchdeath, and there intimate the inconveniency and neceflity of fupplying the vaccant ‘officey

and at that dyett another council fhall be appointed, not under four, or above eight days diftance from

the fortner, for cledting an office.bearer in place of the magiltrate or ‘treafurer deceafed; and thall ap~
" point the whole menibers: of council to be warned for that effe@, at-which fecond meeting; lytes fhall be
‘made Up, as is prefently practifed at ele@ting thefe office-bearers, (excluding the magiftrates at the’ time, -
-or any ‘other-debarred from being ele®ted imto any of -thefe offices refpeitive by the original fett), out’of -
‘which lytes the office 'vacant as aforefaid is to be fupplied, and the perfon newly eledted to have the fame -
“powers and priviledges with his-immediate predeceflor, .in whofe place he fhall be:chofen, - And; in ¢afe -

‘of the death of a dean of guild or conveener, during their being in thefe. offices, the ‘immediately precee-
ding dean of gild and conveener in life; ‘within fourty-eight hours after fisch deceafe, are to conveen their
refpetive houfes, “who are to appoint a:new meeting of their feveral members, to be conveen’d and pro--

perly warned, not:under four, or above eight days diftance from the former dyet, whereof the provoft, .

‘or prefiding magillrate, -is to be acquainted, at -which laft meeting .a lyte of three perfons. fhall be elected

‘by majority of votes, to be prefented by the two “houles refpedtive, according. to the rank of the perfon
:deceafed, in the fame manner as has been hitherto pradticed at eleding the dean of gild-or conveener the -

firft yearof their offices; and, immediately after the houfes have voted the faid lytes refpective, the pre-
“fiding-magiftrate is to-call and conveen the town council and deacons of crafts, in the fame form and
method as has been hitherto obferved-on occafions of that nature ; and the perfons who, by law or prac-
tice, haveright to choofe a dein of gild, or conveener, fhall, by plurality of voices, (the provolt,” or
iprefes, -having the firlt, -as alfo.a, cafting vote), ele@t that office- bearer out of the leets forefaid; -according -

.as:the-office thall happen-tobe vaccant by death, as faid is; and the perfon fo to be elefted fhall have the -
‘fame powers and priviledges ‘which his immediate predeceffor had, when in life. - Declaring alfo, That,
:in cafe of any perfon’s not accepting: of any of the fiid offices, within a month after their faid ele®tion, the -
-council are to proceed, and make choice of another office-bearer in their place, obferving  the forms-and -
:regulations:before fet down, in the event of their-deceafe. .. . 0w b T ARENE
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i Thatthe olyi-g‘iné'ln fcttand conftitution of the burgh, fo far as not altered, ‘amefided; of répealed by the

: ;iprefe‘ntkregulations, fhall continue and remain in full force, till a-ptoper -and“legil alteration® bé nidde

therein
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" GU.;@blir about 240,

therein, And that this prefent plattform, and rules therein fet down, fhall be obferved inviolably, till al-
tered by the city council, with confent of the merchants and trades houfes, and fhall be publickly read in
prefence of the council annually, immediately before they proceed to the eleion of the magiftrates ;
which report above written being read in prefence of, and duly confidered by, the magiftrates and council,
they agreed thereto, and approved, and hereby approve thereof, and ‘ordain the fame to take effect, " and

be obferved for the future, -according as is above mentioned ; and remitt to the magiftrates. to order co- .
pies of the above report to be given in to the dean of gild and deacon conveener, to. be laid by them be-

fore their refpedtive houfes. . Extradted upon this, and the preceeding nine pages, by, (fic Jubferibitar ),
Jo. M¢Gilchrift,” depute-clerk, &c. - Extradted, &c. -, . LR SR
’ L "JOHN DUNDAGE:

- GuiLory, 3420 ) S D

.« Herrrors, not burgeffes, not abové 100. o : :

- INcorroraTIONS, 14. The members whereof 2046, R I P E R R
- InnamiTanTs within the royalty, exclufive of the Calton, Anderfton, and Gorbals, 29,876,

 SETT or ruz BURGH or ABERDEEN.

THE town counfell of Aberdeen is chofen yearly out of the whole citizens and burgefles of the
city.  The roll of the whole brethren of. gild being firft read at every ele@ion of the counfell, which holds
upon the Wednefday before Michaelmals day, there being a large’ catalogue drawn up of all the brethren
of gild amongft them, every, perfone, (whom any of the old counfell defires to bé lifted among thefe out

- of whom the:new counfell.is to be chofen), is prefently fett'down in that new lift; and, 'when  the 'lift

is compleated, by reading over the whole brethren of gild of the town, ‘there is ane indefinite niimber fett

. down, upontwo or three fheet of paper, with lines drawn after every one of their names, and this is givento

the: prefent provoft, baillies; and the wholé old council, that every one may make choice of thirteen bre-
thren of gild, to-be named for the new counfel for the year to come ; -and molt votes, or marks, make
upthenumber. : 77 e e et e T IR IR s 2 e DLt
*~Next, they of the old counfell choofe out of their own number four, who are called the old four;
which being added to the former thirteen, make up the number of feventeen brethren of gild:' "And;
laftly, having got the roll of all the prefent deacons of trades, there are tuo of thefe deacons ¢

. e
SN IR TR DO I 4

which makes up the compleat humber of ninetéen for the counfell the year enfuing: -0 o mE
-+ The new chofen counfellors being all fent for, and come in the afternoon, the whole old and few coun-
%ll, with the fix deacons of trades, and theé four deacons of the old and new ‘counfell, which’ makes up
ten deacons of trades, and thirty brethren of gild, making up in all the number of fourty votes, they al-
together choofe, firft the provoft, then four baillies, a dean of gild, a treafurer, a mafter of the kirk:
work, and bridge-work, a mafter of the mortified moneys, a malter of the gild hofpital, a mafter of ‘the
thoar, called mafter of the impofl, and.fix fingle counfellors, who bear no office, but fitt and vote in alt

~affairs that come before the counfell, with the two deacons of trades.” If, in this eletion, ﬁhere fall to bé one

baving equal:votes,. the: provoft, in this cafe, hath the cafting vote.” -+ S
“#."Fhis-is the true way of eleftion of the town counfel. of Aberdeen yearly. " In teftimony whereof, thir-
prefents are fubferibed by Mr Alexander Thomfon common clerk of thé faid burgh, at Aberdeen, the 21ff
day of Jume, 1710 years.. Sic_fubjeribitur Al. Thomfon. - Extrafted, &cs. - I AT
LT : < "FOHN DUNDAS

Herivors, not guild brethren, or of any incorporation;. and: rated i the eefs-books of the- borough
at L. 60 Scots, and upwards, are about 160. o S L

* IncorroraTions, feven, - Six are eftablifhed by, royal charters’; and one, the butchers, by a feal. of .
caufe from the town council  of this incorporation none is eligible to.the council.—Members connetted .
* with all the incorporations. are about 350. G e e T e

- InHABITANTS, computed to be at leaft 20,000,

[ RE 1]
| P E R T H
o Senof )lve Blargbq/' Pérfib"'dzz’éz_z‘l '_ibgir,dr_mual Elections, -
" THE counfell of the faid burgh confifts of twentie-fix. in number ; whereof fourteen are merchants,

and twelve are tradefmen, who, conforme to their ancient cuftome, doe, upon the firft Monday after
Michaelmafs yearly, .at ten ‘of the clock in the forenoon, conveen within their counfell-houfe, and, -after

- prayer to Almighty God for his affitance and diretion in that matter, they proceed to their elettion of

their magiftrats, and the counfell for the enfucing year, in manner following. . - .
Firfl, If any of the members of thie merchant counfell for the preceeding year be abfent, by reafon of

* death, ficknefs, or any other neceflary and urgent affairs; in that cafe, the merchant counfell, by plura-

lity of votes of their own number, give the vote, or votes, of the perfone, or perfons abfent to {o many

- perfons of their cwn number who are prefent.

Secondly, Each perfon of the old merchant counfell gives out one. *:But it is to.be_obferved,; that thefe
perfons who were provoft, baillies, dean of gild, ‘and treafurer of the laft year, are not eledive, but con-
tinue to be counfellers for the enfuing year. ~ Albeit, not of new ele@ted: to continue in the office 6f ma-
giftratie, &c. for a fecond year. . R e I S ~ R

.- Thirdly, The counfel, by plurality of votes of both gildrie and trades, out of the leits given in to them
by the trades, .doe eled the counfellers for the trades % )
counfellers are called for, and, before they be allowed to take their chair, and " fitt down, ‘they are quali--

fiedby-taking the oaths. prefcribed by law, the.oaths of fidelity, fecrecie, and- that- they fhall net vote to -

the continuving of the provoft, baillies,: and deanof gild. in office longer time than two years to-gether.
- Fourthly, The counfel being thus fully conftituted, <he -that was provolt for the preceeding year, if he

bas been only provoft for one year, gives out ane fitt perfone-on leit with himfelf, and, ‘if’ he:hath' been .
two years provoflt together, and fo net capable to be eletted him(Elf; gives -cut two-on leit, ~and,’if the.

counfell be not fatis ed with:the leit, .they, by a plurality of votes, add another-fitt perfon to the provoft’s
leit ; -and, out of that leit, the counfell, by plurality of votes, ele one to be provoft, fheriff, and crown«
er-of the burgli-for.the enfuing year, who, before he ‘takes his ‘chair, is qualifiéd,” conform to law.. -/

... Fifthly, He that was dean of gild the preceeding year, gives-out - on leit ‘thefe'that were the three mers

chant baillies for thelaft year, out 6f which:leit the connfell: elé&s- their dean of gild for ‘the enfucing

i Sz’xtﬁy,’ The firft baillie for the p;eé;:;.ﬂiﬁg year, if . hg:-hﬁt}.x beenin-officé !;ﬁt one year, gives out one

fitt perfone with himfelf on leit 3 and, if he hath been two years in office, and fo not eledive himfelf;
gives out tuo fitt perfons on the lcit to be elected firlt baillie for the enfuing year; and, if the counfell be
not pleafed with the leit, they add another fitt perfon to the leit, out of which leit they ele@ :their- firft

 baillie, and, after the fame forme and manner, -the fecond ‘and third merchant baillies -are leited and e-
_letted, and immediately after elecion qualified, conform to.law: R RS

< Seventhly, The trades have the ‘trades baillie per vicesy (except ‘th‘c-wrigﬁt_s," -taillors,” Acthers, and ﬁxgﬁiea

" makers, who, in this burgh, are called the four-fmall trades, -and- have-but: a,:baiuicamorig them four,
_eachfour years, { The hammermen having the firlk; 'the bakers “the fecond;- the: glovers the third, and the .

faid four fmall trades the fourth)-; and that trade who falls to- have the trades bailkie ‘the. enfuing year,
meets in the morning before.the eledtion, and makes choice of two fitt perfons of their trade,’ to be piven -

.in by them on the leit to the town counfell ; and the counfell ele®s one of them two to be trades- baillies -

the enfuing year. .’ Nota, That the weavers and walkers are debarred fram being -members of the counfell .
of-Perth. . " - Tt e TR R : le counfe

.. Eightly, Thetreafurer is 1 merchant the ‘oné“ycar,’and a trades-man the othér ; and that year that he is «

a:merchant, the new: eleted provolt gives out.two fitt perfons on leit to be- treafurer, and, - if the counfell -

be not pleafed with the leit, thy..add-another, and..then, by plurality of votes, ¢le@ one of the three -
.. treafurer for the enfuing year. ~ And that year that the trades have the treafurer; who.have : him alfo. per
. vicesy” as they have the trades baillie, that :trade,. whofe:, towre it-is-to. have him, gives in two fitt perfons -
 of their;trade to'the town counfell on leit ; out of ‘which the counfell elecs one to be-treafurer. for the en-..
. fuing year, who being called- for,: (if he was'not a member of d:ecou-gfeﬂ before), “gives. his ‘o':i,t;h’ of : ide-.

Yty, and takes the other oaths preferibed -by law, 00 N T
* Ninethly,"On'the Wedneiday after Michdelmafs, the feveral t’rades-meet.a_ttheirfn;fpeéﬁve,meetingyho‘ures,- :

, _and:elets their deacons for the enfuing year; and, on the Thurfday, the.trades. baillic, trades counfellors,

) . Tand
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and deacons, meet, and ele&t their deccon conveener, Signed by kng, Jfie fubferibitur, Ro. Graham clerk.
E:gtra&cd,‘ ke, C SR ‘ , : JOHN DUND As

| v . . NOTE . - SR A ,

Guirpry uncertain as to-numbers, but are computed by the trades at abqut 300 relﬁd\{ng v‘an‘d dom;

. Herirozs, refident and not burgefles or members of incorporations, about 30. . _ E

) Ixcduou’nom 8, including the weavers, who have no feat in council "by the :ppgl'ent fett: and’ the.

members of the whole incorporations 469. ; s . o , ,‘
INuaBITANTS, about 14,000, and are daily cmrcaﬁng._

. D U’ N D - E E. S D
Seit of the Election of the Magifirates and Counfell of the Burgh of Dundee. . . .
iftrat d counfell, confiing of twenty perfons,. doe meet yearly, on Tuefday preceeding
legiyl?;ﬂe;?a::lﬁar::ecdi;é Michael;gnafs, and, after leiting of ten merchants and ﬁgc_'ﬁtradcvfmgn,
they.make choice of five merchants and three -trades to be counfellors for the year enfuing, of which -

er - i ! des counfellors -
. uft not be two trades counfellors of one trade.  After the faid .merchams .and tra nfe
tarh:rte:h':fcn and accepting, the old and new counfell proceed to the making up of leits for the new coun-

- fell, and, after nominating of four perfons who have carried the charge of magiftracie, they make choice .

of two to be on the leit for the provoft’s office ; then they proceed to the making up of leits for the bail-

. VY d th inate fixteen who have carried the charge of . counfellors, and out of thefe they -
:::kzﬂti:‘l:iec:ic?bf ei;{tn;)mbc on the leit for the baillies office. Then, out of the four baillies prefently m
. office, they make up a leit of two for the dean of gild’s office. IR . ; .

Then they nominate four for the treafurer’s effice, and of thefe they make choice qf gwo‘tp be on the
dnefday thereafter, thefe leits are extracted and given out to the conveener of the nine trades,
whoondzv i:\e:te ina¥he cdmmox; burial place, and every tra?e getts a dauble of the leits. - On Thurfday
thereafter, the nine deacons, and old and new counfell proceed to the eledting of the provoft, baillies,

dean of gild, and treafurer, which is carried'accordir}g to the plu:x'ality pf _votes. '»‘.E;tr’ac’fur‘z\tb perv:m,_ /ic. _

"¢ "JOHN DUNDAS.

Jubferibitury A, Wederburn clerk, - Extradted, &c. -
R L SR N W
L : NOTE. .

. GuiLpry about goo. . L P
Herirors, whe are not burgefles, about 50. . - "

IncorroraTIONS, conftituted by charters g, and thg'xz.ﬁvmber_’bf i\ndi»vid_i’;a»!shcpkm’pqﬁrﬁg'th@-;, about .

§0. . Their fervants’and dependants about 4680 perfons, .

.

*"*There are here a number of focieties, who, it is faid, have incorporate th?tﬁfcl\rés:, and haje a0 ‘le'ga!

: . AT iven them.
‘eftablifhments but feals of caufe, or what prefcription may have given them
e'f InuasiTanTs of the ;oyalty” abeut 13,000, and in the fuburb§ about 5000.

. LNV ERNESS.
o Sett of the Burgh of hnvernefs.

AT Invemnefs, the rith day of Se tember, 1676, the decreet underwritten, conforme to the . ordi- -
'na:'c'ertl{:‘rveei;n :gsx;tair;d!, is infeyr‘t and ll')cgiﬁrat,in the burrow court books of Invernefs, whereof the»tergor -
followes. - At Invernefs, the 2d day of September, 1676 years, anent the a& of. the general convention-

of burrows; holden at Edinburgh upon the 7th day of July, 1676 years laft bypaft, by the commiffioners

, tioning, That where the convention being truly informed of ‘the great debates, divifions,
: ﬁktﬁifuﬁo;",‘a;‘éf‘a‘?f both within the council, and-amongQ the inhabitants of the town of ‘.Invemcng -

RS

L]

n relatione to thé ele@ione of “magifli'at‘s and councillors of the faid burgh. And, confidering that it'is '

the defire of all parties-interefted in the faids debates, that the prefent conventidn would take the fame to
their ferious conlideration, and to take fuch effectual courfe therein as may prevent fuch dangers and in-
conveniehces as may prove fatall to the faid burgh, if not timeoufly compofed. And the convention,

. confidering that it ought to ‘be their cheiff care, as it is the principal defigne of their inflitution, that

the inhabitants of the royal burrows fhould live together in amity, peace, and ane good underftanding a-
monglt themfelves ; and, when any divifion arifes amongft any of theé royal burrows; it is their conftant

. cultome to appointfome of their number to fettle and determine their differences : Therefore, and for the
. particular care and refpeés they bear touards the burgh of Invernefs, have appointed, likeas, by thir pre~

fents appoint, Sr. Patrick Threapland, prefent provolt of ‘Perth,” George Brown, prefent provolt of Dun-
dee, Gilbert Mollifon, prefent baillie of Aberdeen, Alexander Miln, prefent provoft of Linlithgow, Ro-
bert Renold, prefent provoft of  Montrofe, David Donaldfon,- commiffioner for the burgh of Brechin,
Caprain James Bennct, commiffioner :for Inverkeithing, Archibald - Wilfon, baillie of Queensferry, and
Mr James Rochead, generell clerk to the faid burrows, together with James Rofs, burgefs of Nairn, Sr.
Robert Dunbar, provoft of Forres, Ronald Bayne, late baillie of Dinguall, ind - Alexander Grahame,
provolt of Fortrofe, or any feven of them to meet at Invernefs the laft day of Auguft next to come, with
continuation of days, and to call before them all perfons within the faid burgh, whether magiftrats, coun-

_ cillors, or other inhabitants, and to hear what each partie has to alledge either for or againft the forme
- and modell of the prefent cuftome of their burgh in the eledion of their magifltrats and councill; and,

after hearing of the famen, to determine, fettle, and compafe all their differences, in order to their fu-
ture elettions, asfar as poflible can be, to the general fatisfattion of all parties concerned, with full power

to them, if neid beis, to eftablith and fett ane plate forme and government of the faid burgh, which fhall .

be moft agreeable to the laws of the kingdome, example of the beflt governed burrows of the nation, and

to the particular conflitution of -the faid burgh, wherein the faids commiffioners are to proceed and de-"
termine without partiality, and in finglenefs of heart, having nothing before their eyes but the true and .

folid intereft of the common well of the faid burgh. - And, in regard the convention has been at fo great

- pains for the good and peace of that burgh, and that the forefaids commiffioners are to be at fo great

trouble and expences as to go to the faid burgh of Invernefs for their quict and fettlement : Therefore
the convention requires and obtefts the haill forefaid perfons, who are any ways concerned in the faid de-
bates and divifions, to lay afide all partiality, animofities, humour; and their own private interefts in the
faid affair, and to give all due refpe®, deference, and fubmiffion, to what fhall be appointed and deter-
mined by our faids commiffioners in the premifles, as if the famen had been enated and ordained by this
prefent cpnvention ; declaring that, in cafe of a quorum of our faids eommiflioners do not meet at the
faid burgh before their eledtion, according - to their preceeding cuftome, then declaring, that the' prefent
magiftfates and counciliors fhall proceed to their election, according to their preceeding cuftome. - And

_ordains them to report their dilligence herein to the next general convention, and this to be ane head of

the next miflive, 'whereanent thir prefents fhall be ane fufficient warrand to the faids commiflioners, as
the faid a& of burrows, of the date forefaid, under the figne and fubfcriptione manual of Mr. James Rock-
ead, general clerk of the the faid burrows, at more length bears. " Conforme to the appointment of the
{aid a&, they are mett and conveened at Invernefs, the feveral commiflioners of the burrows afternamed,

- upon the'lalt day of Auguft laft by paft, for taking nottice of, and reifying the differences betwixt the
-faids magiftrats of the faid burgh, and others, to witt, Sr. Patrick Threapland, provolt of Perth, George -
Brown, provoft of Dundee, Gilbert -Mollifon, baillie of Aberdeen, Alexander Miln, provoft of Linlith~ -

gow, Robert Renald, provolt of Montrofe, David Donaldfon for the burgh of Brechin, Archibald Wil- |
fon, baillie of the Queensferry, Sr.  Robert Dunbar, provolt of Forres, Ronald Bayne, late baillie of |
Dingual, and Alexander Grahame, provoft of Fortrofe, who having mett and conveened, as faid is, they,

for the moré and orderly procedure in the matter underwritten, have made and chofen Sir Patrick Threap- - .

land, provoft of Perth, as prefes in the faid meeting, and the faids commiffioners have nominated and

chofen Mr Alexander Edward writer in Edinbur h, as their clerk, to ferve them in their meeting ; and

alfo have called and conveened before them the forefaids prefent magiftrats, gildrie, and tradefmen, and

having perufed the councill books,” and read over the contra& or bond betwixt the prefent magiftrats, gil-.
dric, ‘and trades, and having heard the grievances and objedions againft one another inc inde, - and they .
being well and rypely advifed therewith ; the faids commiflioners, with ane confemte and aflfente, come"
form to the ordinance and a& of burrows, of ‘the date, tennor, and conterits above written, ‘doe, for the

peace and tranquillity of the faid burgh of Invernefs, and for the amicable fettling of all differences be -

twixt the prefent magiftrats, .and gildry, and tradefmen, in all time coming, and for the, avoiding further
LAl ) T . ' o Rrife,
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firife, debate; orany ground of contention, in all time.hereafter ; and conforme to that point of the faid
a& empowering them to fettle and compofe all their differences, in_order to their future election as far as
poffible can be, and to eftablifh ane fett and plateforme of, government of the faid burgh moft agree-
able to the laws of the kingdom, example of the beft governed burrows of the nation, and. particular
conflitution of. the faid burgh, have decerned and ordained, and hereby .decerns “and - ordains, that,
at the next eleftion of the magiftrates and council ‘of .the burgh of Invernefs, and yearly at their

ele@ions in all time coming, there  fhall be ftri@ly keeped and obferved, without the leaft change -

or alteratione, thefe rules and ordidances following, to wit, primo, That the number of the town
council of Invernefs, fhall confift of twenty-one councillors, and no more, whereof  the .then prefent
to be ane part of the number, and which is conforme to the fett made be the ,town - council of  In«

“yernefs in anno 1748 years ; and, in refped the .great complaint of this place has been continuing the

council thefe many years bygone ; therefore, and for redifying of the famen, the faid commiflioners has
ordained, for this next enfuing year only, that this prefent council-fhall ele&t and .choofe their counfellers
for the next enfuing year, the perfons following, viz. John Polfon, John Barboure, John Steuarte, Wil.
liam Thomfon, William Paterfon, Donald M<Lean, John Cuthbert, and-Alexander Clunes, who are to
come in place of eight of the prefent counell, to be putt off and difcharged be the prefent magiftrats and
councill.  And, after the eight old counfellers are putt out, and the new eight putt in the counfell, to
make choife of the prefent provoft, baillies, dean of gild, and, treafurer, and in cafe of their not accept-
ance, with power to them to make, choofe, and leit, other magiftrats, ‘to continue for the next enfuing
year, - And ordains, that in all time coming, that the modell, fett, and platforme, fhall be as follows,
to witt, prims, That they fhall change five new councillors every year, and the five old -councillors :being
removed, ‘the council fhall, out of their own number, every year make a choice of -their ‘magiftrats. < Se-
cundo, "T'he provofts of Invernefs hereafter to be chofen to continue at the moft in the office of : provoltrie,
But the fpace of three years together, and, if he fhall continue the whole three. years but interruption,
he fhall not be capable to be upon the leet of the provoftrie for the fourth year; and this is but prejudice
to the magiftrats and councill to choofe him yearly as they think fity likeas, -it is declared :to-be but pre-

judice to-him to-be chofen the fifth year, or at any time thereafter ;- and it is hereby declared, that the .

provolt of the burgh fhall have two votes in council, which makes in the whole twenty-tuo. , - Tertis,  The
faids commiflioners have decerned and ordained, that the baillies, dean of. gild, and treafurer, thall at
moft continue but tuo years in their office together, and if they-fhall continue {o long-without intermiflion
in the faids offices, -then, ‘in the third year, :they fhall not be capable to be leited and chofen to officiate in
thefe offices the third year thereafter. - And it is hereby provided, that -the magiftrats -and council: has
: s they think fit, but prejudice alfo to them to be chofen the -third
year, or any other time thereafter. . And, for the more clearing the former fett, it: is hereby declared,
that the provoft, baillies, déan of gild, and treafurer, fhall continue councillors the next year, after their
bearing charges and offices of magiltracie- ex. officio; and they have ordained, that:the perfons to-be cliofen
eouncillers or magiftrates in time coming,: with this burgh, fhall be aéual irefidenters- within ‘the -famen
and liberties thereof, and aQual traffedling merchants, or: maltmen alienarly. . And for.the more firme
fettling 'of the peace of this burgh, the faids com 1 ! ) ,

ment of trades and-tradefinen within this burgh, that the feveral trades following, providing that each-one
of the incorporations underwritten: confift of . feven freemen burgefles, viz.. tlie’ hammermen, wrights,
fhoemukers, taillors, fkinners,. and weavers, ’

for théir further encouragement, Firff, That they fhail yearly give in one leit of three of 'their .number,

20 the magiltrats-and counsil,. who fhall choofe oné of the three té be vilitors or overfeers of each ‘one of
st enfuing year. . Secondly, That one of the faids vifitors or overfeers, being.

informed that-any extraneous perfons does encroach upon the priviledges of anyof: the refpedive:trades, -
by working within the freedom of this place,. then, and in that cafe, they are to apply tliemfelves. to -the-
magiftrates- of the plage, who are hereby obliged to fyne the perfons: delinquents as-they .fhall think fit,

and to difcharge the faids perfons from.encroaching upon.the priviledges of the refpedive crafis,: and.to

caufe them-ena@ themfelves under a penalty to-do fo no-more in time- coming. . Thirdly; 'That the ap-

rentices-of any.of the forefaids trades being tawfully admitted:apprentices, whole names are holden.to be .

: g‘ooked'in. the countil-books, and who ferve their apprenticefhips faithfully, and have difcharges of. their
“indentuives, fhall be holden and accepted of s burgefles of this burghy they. paying their ordinary. dues, ,
"@hd are to.be received as freeman within their refpedtive trades..
“1hat it fhall-not 'be Jeifome to-any mafter-of the forefaids trades, ne.
~ years time, except upon the death.ofy or running away.of another apprentice.. . /Fpux{.blj,,_Tﬁa_t.'i.n{s,.c,afg;a-,

And it is hereby.declared and. decerned,
to.tike in ane apprentice but one-in three .

- R £

miffioners have decerned and ordained, for the encaurage- -

fhall -be incorporat within' themfelves, with power to.them:,
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ny of the forefaids tradefmen fhall tranfgrefs in their faid calling, then, and in ‘thef; cafes, it thall be lei-

* fome and lawful to the overfeers, or in making any infufficient work, or in keeping up of any perfon’s

‘work too long, ‘or fhall any otherwife tranfgrefs in their faid calling, then, and in that cafe, it {hall.be
leifum and lawful to the overfeers or vifitors of any of the refpective trades, with the major. part of any

* of their refpedive trades, after tryal made of the forefaid faults, to fine the delinquents, the fine not ex-

ceeding ten fhillings Scotts, and which fines are yearly to be compted for to the magiftrats and councill

* of the burgh, by the vifitors and overfeers, that they may fec the fame applied to the maintainancé of the

ponr, or other pious ufes of the refpe&ive incorporations from whom the fines are taken. . Fifthly, That
‘any freeman within the refpedive trades, or any.of t!:wir children or apprentices, after expiring of their

“-apprenticethips, actually quitting their trades, and take themfeives to merchandizing, then they fhall be

- admitted freemen of the gildrie, they paying the ordinary dues of the gild-brethren, and fhall be capable

‘-‘of being ‘eledted their counfellers or magiftrats of this burgh; and in refpe& that the great fients and im-
’(p'oﬁtions, and way of impofing the famen, has been ane of the great griev}zhces of this place, therefore,
“'the faids commiffioners has ordained, .and ordains, that it thall not be lawful to the magiftrats or council,
“‘to ftent or impofe taxations upon the inhabitants of this place, without their own confent, or at lealt
‘the ‘moft part thereof ;- (except the ftents impofed by public authority) and, -in cafe there be a neceflity for

impofing any [tents upon the inhabitants of this burgh, then, and in that cafe, the magiftrates fhall give
notice to the inhabitants, what is the caufe of the famen by tuck of drum, and of the time, place, and

" maner, how the fame is to be impofed ; and, for the more regular and equal way for impofing the famen,
“they ordain, that the magiftrats and council of this burgh fhall nominate and ele@ fifteen - perfons of beft

#ame and repute within this place to be ftentmalters, who fhall be holden to give their caths in prefence

iof the councill de [fideliy whereof cleven of the fifteen fhall be a quorum,. who fhall meet in the rolbooth of
-+#his place, and no perfons fhall; be {uffered to be with them, but one of the magifirats ; and, after the

fame is impofed and colledted, the magiftrats and council of this place fhall be obliged to make it appear,

“that the ftent is beftowed and experded to the ends for, which it was impofed.” And, becaufz, it'is in-
* formed to the faids commiffioners, that the town is in debt in the fum eight thoufand’ merks or, thereby,’
» and that.there is no other way for paying the famen, but by impofing ftents upon the inhabitants of the
“place; they do ferioufly recommend to the inhabitants of the faid burgh to concurr with the magiftrates

thereof, for ftenting the neighbours, in order to the payment of the faid debt of the town, and to levie
and raife the faids ftents, at fuch times as they may beft do with their. convenience; .and that no veftige

~ or memory be left of former differences, and for taking away all grounds of . diffentions and divifions in
-ﬂ}e p}ace, the faid commiffioners finally ordain all adtions and purfuits of law betwixt the prefent council,
gildrie, and trades, to be prefently deftroyed and é&ancelled in their prefence. And, in like manner, the -

"' faid commiffioners witts and declares, that the above written decreet in all points, fhall ftand and continue

' inviolable unchanged in all time coming, certifying the breakers thereof, that the royal burrows will no-
tice the breakers of the famen, and punifh them accordingly, and ftate themfelves as parties againft ‘them.

‘And the faids commifioners ordains, that thir prefents fhall ftand in force in all time coming, for the rule

" and government of the faid urgh of lnvernefs, and that extrads fhall be given forth thereof be the prefes;
and that the above written decreet is to be infert and regiftrat in the town court books of Invernefs; in

" teftimony whereof, the principall is fubfcribed be the faid Sir Patrick Threepland, praefes, and the faid

Mr ‘Alexander Edwi}rd, clerk, in name, ‘and at the defire of the remanent commiflioners above written.
Extratted by authority and command be me fic fubferibitur,’ per- Threapland praefes,  Alexander Edward
c;er]l:. Regxﬁrat per me, fic fubferibitur, James'Cuthbert, *Estradled be mey jic fubferibitur, Ch. M<Lean,
clerk.’ R ‘k SRR [ et ) o -

- Submiffion the Magifirates, Council, and trades of the burgh of Invernefs, 10 a commitice of

.. the Royall Burrows, with the decreet arbitral following thereon.

- -

"+ The blank on the other fide hereof, is to be filled up be the final fentence and decreet arbitral of l'-_rfcihn

Rofs of Braidley, provoft of Nairn, William Reofs of -Eafterfearn, Kenneth -M‘Kenzie, junior baillie of
Elgin, and William Tolmie baillie of Fortrofe, asa- committee ‘of the convention of royal burrows, ap-

- "pointed by their act, of the date the twelth day- of July laft, for the ends therein fpecified, and fubmitted

-_tf:j,‘ by Simon M“Ker}zic and William M‘Lean; "goldfmiths in’Invernefs,” James Porteous taillor there, Ro- -
" bert Miller copperfmith there, for themfelves, and be:James Waus vifitor of the glover trade of the faid

: bl:rgh, p)avid Monro vifitor of the taylor trade thereof, James Dick vifitor of the Shoemaker trade there-
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ot, Mattheiy Moor vifitor of the fquare-wright trade thereof, James Petrie “and ‘Jolin' M«Cdritéer ‘finiths
there, and Andrew Denfon pentherer there, all of them for thémftlves, and in hdine and behalf of the
refpedive incorporations, of the hammermen, glover, taillor, fhoemaker, ‘and fquare-wright, or coupér
trades, and the other trades of the faid burgh, {ubmitters ; anent the differences drifeh betwixt the magi-

ftrats of Invernefs, and the faids trades, conforme to the refpedive informations and reprefentations to

be given in be the faids magiltrats, and them hinc irae, with the inftrudtions and documents “thereof, and
anfwers to be given in binc inde be both parties, which are declared to be as fufficient as if here infert,
renouncing liereby any advocation, and difclaiming and pafling from all procefs ‘of declarator, reduction,

intented or raifed be them in the faids matters. ~Likeas, the faids members’ of committee, have accepted *
this prefent fubmiffion and decifion of the premifles, in and upon them, and faithfully promife to give their
final fentence and decreet therein, betwixt and the laft day of O&ober inftant, and whatever the faid com:
mittee agreeing tagether in one voice fhall decide, determine,”and for thlcir. final fentence and decreet ar-
bitral in the premiffes, give and pronounce betwixt and the day above mentioned, the forenamed perfons ™
{fubmitters for themfelves, and in name and behalf forefaid,” bind and oblige them and their fucceffors in

. their refpedtive incorporations above written, to ftand to and abide thereat, and perform and fullfil ‘the .

fame on their part, without any furdér procefs, appeal, or plea of law, under the penalty of fix hundied
poéunds Scotts money, by and attour fullfilling of the faid decreet, confenting to’ the regiftration” hereof
in the books of Council and Seflion, or others cothpetent within this kingdom, that letters of horning and
all other executorials needful may pafs hereupon in form as effeirs, and conflitute : : A

their procurators. In witnefs whereof, the faids parties fubmitters have fubfcribed ‘thir "pr-éfeﬁts,.énd‘ ,
blank on the other fide hereof ; likeas the faid'gommittee, in token of their acceptance, have fubfcribed
- thir prefents, written be Mr Charles M<Lean town clerk of Invernefs), at Invernefs, this 13th “day of

Od&ober, 1709 years, béfore thefe witnefles, Alexander M‘Intofh of - Termitt, “mérchant in Invernefs,
George MGilligen apothecary, burgefs of the faid burgh, William Rofs meflenger ‘there, and’the faid

Mr Charles M¢Lean, and James Cuthbert junior, merchant there. - Sic. fubferibitur, Simon’ M¢Kenzie;"
“Will. M¢Lean, James Porteous, Matthew Moor, Ja.’ Waus,” And.* Denoon,” James Dick, Robert Miller, -
accepts William Rofs, accepts Kenneth M‘Kenzie junior, accepts ‘John Rofe, ‘accepts William Tolme, -

De marndato dicti Jacobi Petrie,” Joannis Macaanteer, et Davidis Monro, {cribere nefcien. ut aflefuunt,” et
ut mihi notum et calamum tangen.'ego Joannes Taylor notariuspublicus, cum co-notario fubfcribenti
fubferibo. - Jo. Taylor, N+ P. De mandatis quibus fupra ut mihi notum eft feribere nefeien: ut afleruére
calamim tangen. ego Magifter Carolus M<Lean co-rotarius publicus requifitus fubferibo. = Ch. M<Liean,
N. P, George M‘Vulligen, witnefs, William. Rofs, witnefs, “James Cuthbert,"w:;nefs, “Alex

witnefss , o , o
. "The committee of the royal burrows within defigned, to whofe decifion the magiftrates and

informations, and petitions given in 4inz inde, with the anfwers thereto, and the documents and verificas
tions thereof, the faid committee for {f¢ttling the peace of this burgh, and removing all .grounds of diffe-

rence and debate that has arifen upon the a& of fett, give their final fentence’and decréet-arbitral, as fol-
“lows, viz.  Primo, The committeé finds, That any burgefs a&ing in the double capacity of .tradefman

and gild brother at the fame time, is contrar to ‘the fifth article of the a of fett, and the cuftom and

. conftitution of the burrows ; and therefore ordains all burgefles adting in both capacities 1o betake them- .
felves to the one or otheér allenerly in all time coming, and that they appear before the town. council, -

_ when required; and make their elecion, which of the freedoms they fhall continue in, and ena& them-:
- felves accordingly, but prejudice of any tradefman to have the -priviledge of renouncing his trade, and.

being thereon admitted gild brother,” and capable 6f being counfeller and magiftrate,” in the terms of the.

act of fett, And declares, That the priviledge of meeting is only competent to burgefles, gild brethren, .
and that tradefien are debarred therefrom by the faid a&t of fett. - Secunds, The faid committee- finding -

that'the hammermen have affumed feveral crafts as branches of. their incorporation,. who were not-in the

place the time of the a& of fett, and that the number of each craft fo aflumed is not now fufficient to -

ferve the burgh ; therefore the committee ordains, That the crafts after named fhall be allowed, at leaft,

in all time coming, the number of perfons following, viz. the blackfmiths feven, the filverfmiths two, cops

perfmiths three, peuthetrers three, armourers three, fadlers three, gunfmiths three, brafliers two, white-
iron men two. . And, when any of the faids crafts fulls to be fewer, then the incorporation of. hammer-

men fhall be obliged to admitt any man compleat in his. craft, who fhall offer himfelf, to make up the faid -

- number,

MacIntofh;

: uncilors
" of the burgh of Invernefs, by a judicial a&, and the trades of the faid burgh, by the ‘within fubmiffion,
- have fubmitted the determination of the differences within written, having confidered the reprefentations, -

Taylor, N. P.. .

: : Ll

n¥mber, upon payment of the ordindry dues 'to the burgh for his admiffion as burges, and of a fum not
exceeding eight pounds Scots to the trade for his freedom, Tertio, The committée finds, That the vifitor

of any trade cannot poind, or away take the work, or work looms, of an extraneous perfon, or unfree-

man, at his own hand ; but muft apply to a magiftrate, who is 6bliged to ftop fuch perfons from working,
and to fine them, and to caufe them enact in the terms of the a& of fett. = Quarts, The committee finds,
T'hat each incorporation of the trades may meet feparately by themfelves for regulating the fufficiency of
work, and exorbitancy of prices, receiving of freemen, and doing fuch other things as tend to the encou-
ragement of the trade, and may employ any clerk, and officer, for thefe purpofes. But finds, That they
are not warranded by the adt of fett, to have general meetings, or general prefes, or overfeer, nor to le-
vie money upon any pretext whatfoever, except the fums accrefling to them by entrie of prentices, and
admiflion of freemen, and the fines mentioned in the fourth article of the a@ of fett; which fums fo ac-
creffing are to be applyed for the ufes of the trade, and compted for to the magiftrates yearly in time co-
ming.  Duinto, The committee ordains, That the priviledge granted by the aét of feit to the weavers be
allowed them, and, when they amount to the number of feven burgefles, that the magiftrates do appoint
them a vifitor, in the terms of the act of fett, allowing to the magiltrates, becaunfe of the prefent paucity
of fufficient workmen of that craft, at any time within two years, to bring into their incorporation fuch a.
number of the beflt accomplithed workmen of that craft, as may be fufficient to ferve the place. Sexto,
That the magifirates fhall be obliged to admitt the fons of fuch as have been, or {hall be burgefles, refi-

. denters of this burgh, or ‘have ferved, or fhall ferve their prenticethips with burgefles therein, unto the

freedom of the burgefs-thips, upon their application and payment of the ordinary dues. Septimo, That
the fkinners in time coming do not traflique in foreiga trade, or other merchant ware, except {kinns, furrs,
wool, and fuch other things as are proper for their own craft and manufadury. Ofave, The committee
-ordains, That no tradefman, while continuing fuch, fhall be admitted or chofen a member of the council,
or magiftrate of this burgh. . Nom, Ordains, ‘Fhat, when any jeweller, founder, or any ather tradefman,

applys to be admitted, of whofe craft there is none in the place for the sime, the faid tradefmen fhall be-re- -

“ceived on fuch terms as the magiftrates fhall fee reafonable. = Decimo, And, for removing of differences
and debates, and {ettling peace and unanimity in all time coming, the commitiee ordains the incorpora~
tion of hammermen to. give in a leit.or lilt of three of their number, qualified in terms of this decreet, to
the magiftrates and council the firft. council day, of which number the council” fhall choofe one to be vifi
tor of that incorporation for this year ; and that .the magiftrates. remitt and difcharge the fines impofed
by them on James Portecous, William M¢Lean, Simon M¢Kenzie, and Walter Dencon, for their illegally

away taking filver {pcons from George Leith, upon configning-the faids {poons in.the hands of the magi= .~

firates, to be delivered to the true owners ; and appoints the magiftrates to return their burgefs-ticketts 10
the faids perfons, and to Robert Miller copperfmith, upon making their election, and enading themfélves
in the terms of the firlt article of this decreet. .- And, for the better encouragement of the fkinners fo ob=
ferve this. decrect, appoint the magiltrates freely to remitt and difcharge the fines impofed on fome of

their number; by decreet, dated the 4th of May 1697 years,.and to deliver up to them the bond granted.

relative thereto. < Andy in cafe any debate arife hereafter betwixt the magiftrates and trades, and theip
conflitution, a& of {ett, or any other article of this_decreet, the committec ordains both parties, in the
firft inftance, to. apply to the convention of burrows, or their commiflion fitting for the time, under the

. penalty of two thoufand pounds Scots money. And, /affly, the committee humbly requefts the next ge=

neral conVentib_nof burrows to grant a ratification of this prefent fentence and decreet, at their next ge-
neral meeting. . And, for the more fecurity, the faid committee do ordain, That the prefent decreet;

~ with the within fubmiffiqn, be regiftrat in the books of Council and Seflion, or town court books of lnver-

nefs, or other books competent, that extra&s thereof may be given to the parties concerned, and that

letters and executorials needful may pafs hereon, in form as effeirs. = In witnefs whereof, the faid committee, _

and ]th Taylor notar publick, 4their clerk, have fubfcribed thir prefents, (wiitten be John Frafer writer
in Invernefs, at Invernefs, the 15th day of Oober, 1709 years, before thefe witnefles, Mr John Macin~

tofh advocate, Mr Charles M¢Lean town clerk of Invernefs, James Dunbar, younger, - and Kenneth

M:Kenzie merchants there, and the faid Thomas Frazer Wrier, forefaid. Sic Jubporibitur, Kenneth M<Ken
zie junior, " Elgin, » William Rofs for Tayn, Simon M<Kenzie, Will, M<Lean, Willi, M¢Lean, James Por-
teous, Robert Miller; John Rofe,  Nairn, Matthew Moor,  John Waus, Aud. Denoon, James -Dick,

Charles M¢<Lean, N. P. Wi. Tolme, Tortrofe, John Taylor clerk to the committee, Ch. M¢Lean witnefs,

Alexander M¢Intoth witnefs,” Ja. Dunbar. withefs, John :M¢Intoth witnefs, Kenneih M¢Xenzie witnefs,
Tho. Frazer witnefs, James Cuthbert witnefs, George. M‘Gilligan witpefs, ‘William Rofs witnéfs, - De
madatis quibus infra, ego Joannes Taylor notarius publicus, cum co-notario fubferibenti, fubferibo. ~ fo.
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their immemorial cuftom: That the fett of Invérnefs is-neither founded on their charter, nor a& of Par.
liament, but was given them by the convention, ‘and that: decree eftablifhing the faid fett by no means
can have the effect of a decreet arbitral,” but is alterable upon good relevant grounds by the ccavention.
That the a&t of the town council of Invernefs produced, proves the gildry to be confenting, and in effect
is'a new fubmiflion made by all parties, which warrants the decifion of the convention, evéen though the
former decree had the whole effecs of a decreet arbitral, as it plainly has not.: To'the Jecond, The pro-
* cedure of the convention is regular and deliberate; and cannot be attended with ‘any 1l "effe®, and ns
ways renders the conflitution of a burgh precatious, or is any ways pernicious to its libertiés ; for the cafe
by the faid a& of council is fully laid before the convention, and whereby all parties were certiorate’ and

L Lo )

- Inthe General Convention of the Royol Burrows of Scotland, holden at Edinbzirgb the sth-
day of FJuly, 1722. : R R T

P ) ‘The which day, the committec appointed to confider the petition from the burgh of Invernefs, con-
L * cerning the alteration of the fett of their burgh, reported, That they having mett and confidered the
fame, with the a& of their town counfell thereanent, and having confidered the convention’s manner of
proceeding in like cafes, they were therefore of opinion, the convention fhould ratify -and approve of the
faid alteration ; ‘which being confidered by the convention, they approved'of the faid report, and hercby
enadts and ordains, That in all time coming the fix incorporate trades, that is to fay, the hammermen,

wrights; fkinners, {hoemakers, tailors,.and weavers, fhall have each of them a deacon to be ele&ted annu-« filted. . The reafons enforcing the alterations are fairly fett forth, and which have convinced the ‘conven:
| ally, in the fame manner as their vifitors are at prefent, with this differcnce, that the deacons mult be tion, that the faid alteration is moft jult and equitable, and beneficial to the burgh of Invernefs, To the

third, The alteration is agreeable to the whole community of Invernefs, for they all of them are prefumed
to have known, that the fame was to be laid before the convention’for their approbation ; none of them
have appeared to objec againft it, nor indeed is it pofiible that with reafon they could, for no man that
“knows the lcalt of the conftitution of the royal burrows,” can fancy that the gildry could have any "objec-
tion to admitting the trades to {o fmall a part of the adminiitration.’ - The conceffion in this cafe from the
gildry to the trades is very fmall, being only the admitting into their council three trades councilers, and
two of thefe to be chofen in effe® by the gildrie themfelves, the town council reprefenting them,’ and the
old magiftrates and council can have no more influsnce over two trades councilers, than they could have
over two merchant councilers; but, on the contrary, much lefs, for two of thefe trades councilers are to
be chofen out of the deacons, who are chofen by the corporations ; whereas, in the other cafe, the magi-
firates and council would be at liberty to choofe their merchant councilers out of the whole giléry, who ;
would be moft fitt for a private view, - Extracted from the records of the general convention of the royal :
burrows of Scotland, upon this, and the five preceeding pages, by me, their conjunét general clerk. o
- s n e v o )JOHN DUNDAS E

chofen annually, on Monday in the week preceeding the eledtion of the magiltrates and council. . Jtem,
That, in prefence of the provoft, or ane of the baillies to be named by the council, the deacons fo chofen
& {hall annually ele one of their number to be deacon conveener, who as fuch fhall be of right a member
L of the town council.  J#em, ‘That, at the annual election of the town council, two more of the ‘deacons
b for that year, thall, by the town council, be elefed to ferve at councilers; fo that of the trades deacons,
T three, including the deacon- conveener, fhall always be members of the town council, and no more. “Jtem,
] That no other alteration fhall be made in the fett of the town than is above expreft, and that the council
t fhall confilt of no greater number than twenty-one councilers as before, and that this prefent regulation
i fhall take place at Michaelmafs enfuing. Extrafted, &ec. S : R B
' . . 1

i ; n the General Conention of Royal Burfa»w;, holden within the lBurgb of vEdifzbiz}'gb,’ ‘the.
fifth day of Fuly one thowfand feven hundred and twenty-two, by their Commiffioners there=
“in conveened. ’ C - :

oy

i
5.
;
3
|

The which day, a petition having been prefented to the convention by the burgh of Invernefs, craving
ane alteration of the fe:~of that burgh, which alteration having been approven of by the convention, the
member for the burgh - Dundee protefted againft the fame upon thefe grounds: (1z0,) That he appre-
hended that it was at 1:aft doubtful, if the convention had power to alter a fett that had been eftablifhed
formerly by approbatica-of the royal burrows, more than fourty years ago, after a deliberate enquiry into

" the intereft of the tows . and hearing all parties concerned ; and fince confirmed by a fourty years poflef-
fion, whereby the gildr’ © had ane eftablifhed right to be fuch a number of the council, which could not be
E taken from them, at leait without the confent of the whole brethren of the gild, and yet more efpecially
- fince differences in the town had been fettled and determined by a decreet arbitral, in the year 17093 and
that he conceived the convention had no more power to alter their own decreet arbitral, than any \o;l_ler
arbiters whatfoever. - (2ds,) That the going in fo precipitantly to alter the fett of a burgh was, as he con-
ceived, a dangerous precedent, and might be pernicious to the liberties of the burgh, fince, at this rate,
it might be in the power of a town council to have the fett of the town altered at plea_furc, whereby the
fetts of burghs, which ought to be perpetual rules of adminiflration, would turn precarious, and- alterable
at the pleafure of every magifiracy and council, and that a- magiftracy may find it convenient for private
-ends, fuch as continning themfelves or friends in the magiftracy, to have alteration rr{ade in the {ett, no
ways advantageous for the common well of the burgh, and whether that may be th_e concern as to [the
, ) prelent alteration, was what the convention could not know, without farther enquiry and.qurr_natlon,
: tha: what they had yet got, no more being before them but ane act of eleven councilors, which might be
a thing unknown to the half of the gildry.  And, (3#,) That the alteration propofed; as.it was ane en-
: " croachment upon the eftablifhed right of the gildry, fo it was unreafonable in itfelf, fince it gave the elec-
Ff tion of two of the trades councilers propofed to be brought into the council itfelf,, which " tendeth directly
' to hirt the liberty of the town’s freedom of cledtion, as giving- the old magiftrates;and council the oppor-
tunty to fecure two new councilers, fuch as would be creaturesof their own, .an’d; would go into any new
eledtion they thought proper, for which reafon he protefted againft the alteration made of the fett ‘of the
tow. of Invernefs; to which proteftation' Aberdeen and Coupar adhered,” -~ .0 e
To which proteft, the commiffioner for Invernefs gave in’ the foll }yjng -anfwers, viz. to the frf, I‘h_e
powers of the convention for giving or altering fetts of the burrows, where fetts are not fettled by their
* ‘charters, or by ad of Parliament, is exprefsly founded upon feveral adts of Parliament, and conﬁtjmeill by

. R 3 e !
‘ji’Sgtt of the Burgh ect to the yearly election of their M. agt/Z

. B L I e ) L UL IR PELERS S ST
“* 1m0, THE town counfell of  Sterling confifts of, the provolt,. four baillies,
en merchant counfellors, and feven trads counfellors,. being deaconsof crafts
. 2do, 'The dean of guild, ‘as well at the yearly eleftion, as at all -other; occafions, prefides in countell,
':flfl in cafe of his deathi or abfence, the provoft prefides, and the prefes has only the cafting vote, in cafe
o_‘par,, a .~’ s ,, i :‘;' f' ~:) /“ ,\A.' , "i"i‘i "v:: T RSN . : GerT ot aeant
"' 3tio, The dyet of eleftion of the magiltrates and countel has been, and continues to be, upon the imme- -
diat lawful day preceeding Michaelmafs yearly, but they are not flinted-to any particular day. 5.5 < i
4%, About a fortnight before the new eletion, the magillrates anid counfell iffue an act appointing . the

deacon conve of the'trades fo order the feveral deacons to conveen their refpeive trades, at their
ordinar meeting place, in order to their giving into the counfell Jifts, commonly called Jeets, of fuch per=
fons in each trade, out of which lifts their deacons are-to be chofen, who accordingly, meet, and their be-
ing only feven incorporat trades in Sterling, viz. hammérmen, weavers, tailliors, cordners, baxters, fefh-
ers, and glovers, each of thefe trades are obliged to.give in a’ ‘number

rates .and .
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et tos it
dean of gild, treafurer, fe-
s.,of crafts, making’in whole twenty-
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cept .the‘ba;ftc.rs,;iJvhb dre obliged, in'cafe their number amonat to eight perfons, or fewer, to give in-all

.

thefe nom
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* .57, The town counfell meets about cight' days before the new eleion, and, in ‘the firlt place, fil up S
their compleit number,' (in cafe of death or abfence, a part of them) by ele@ting others in_their places du- 0
ring the new eletion; but, in cafe any of the abfents return_before the dyet of eleion, and be prefent
_ thereat;’ they take their own place ;' the counfell ’b‘eJi;)g'full; the feven deacons give in to them their fealed

] o . : ' ) ) " leets,

n leit, and if their number exceed eight, ;t,l!?:'ﬂ‘ to give in to the counfell the leit of eight
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" tion of the royal burrows of Scotland, upon this, and the three preceeding pages, by mie, their conjun

[ 22 ]
Jeets, wherenpon the counfel, after voting, returns tuo-of the ‘perfons contained in each leet, to eack
trade, one of which tuo the trade is. obliged to make choife of as their deacon; and accordingly, the
trades againe meet and -eled their deacons, and thereafter, the new and old deacons ele& the deacon
CODVEENET. ... . o w09 vl oy o0 FOREL e e e e b D e R e T e D
640, Upon the dyet of eledtion,” which is ordinarily upon the twenty-eight day of September, if a lawful
day, the old counfell meet, including the old deacons, and ele& the new merchand counfell, confifting of
fourteen perfons, one after another ; and immediately after eleting the new merchand counfel, the feven '
new elected deacons are called. to and admitted by the counfell, and both the new merchand counfell and
they,’ gives their oaths de. fideii as counfellers, untill the next eleftion; and then both new and old coun-
fell cle@ the magiftrats and office-bearers, viz. provoft, baillies, dean of guild, and treafurer; and in the'e-

_le&ion of the provoft, dean of guild, and treafurer, there is always three perfons named in each of theic

Teets. . . o ey vt s N e A T P

“4to, By a decreet of declarator of the Lords of Seffion, the major part of the town counfell mult be
changed and putt off yearly, and accordingly there are always feven of the merchand counfell, and four
of the deacons exauétorat ; and farder, neither provolt,. baillies, dean of guild, nor treafurer, can be con-
tinued in the fame offices longer. then two years fucceflively. . Sterling, June the twenty, 1709, the above
fett is attelted by, fic fubferibitur, . Finlayfom, clerk. -Extra&ed from the records of the general conven-
&

general clerk. -
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o At the Court of St Fanmes’s, the 23d May 1781, " " " T
R T LTI SN EESS STIURR I PR o T e e e g e T e B e e
Prefent, the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, Lord Prefident, Lord Chamberlain, Earl of Salifbury, Earl:
of Denbigh, Earl of Sandwich, Earl of Hillfbury, Lord George Germain, Vifcount Stormont. - .
Whereaé, there was fome time fince prefented to his Majefty at this board, a petition of James Moir;.
David Gourlay, Duncan Glafsford, Colin M‘Leran, Robert Banks, Alexander Cunningham, and John

(. . JOHN DUNDA S

Campbell, for themfelves, and in name and behalf of the other burgefles, and inhabitants of the burgh of:’

Stirling, in north Britain; flating, that by the fett of conftitution of the faid burrow of Stirling; as prac--
tifed for near a century paft, the common. council . confifted. of a provoft, four baillies, a dean of guild,
and treafurer,” feven ordinary.merchant councilers, and feven deacons of trades, making in all twenty one
members, fourteen of whom were of the gildry, or merchants, and the other feven of the-incorporated:

“trades. That the provoft, four baillies, treafurer, and dean.of guild, were annually chofen eut of the:

fourteengildry’ or merchant councilers’;’ that feven of the merchant council, and four of the trades copn-
cily: were changed or turned out-of council Jearly, and feven merchants eleed by theé common council in
place of thofe turned out; and each of the feven incorporated trades made up a lift or leit of four of their
members; to be fent to the couiicil,”and the council cutt off two from each of thefe lifts, and retirned:
the other two to the refpedive incorporations or companies, that:they might éléd ozie of them to be coun-

cil deacon for the year enfuing. That the gildry. or merchants, had no choice. of the feven members.

brought into council out of their own number; neither had they any cheice of “their ‘owsi ‘dean of gild, he

being elected-and prefented to them by the common council.’ That, though no perfon could, by election, .

be continued in the magiftracy -of ‘the faid: burgh,” longer than two years at one time, yet on magfrl&raua
rhight,. and by pradtice ofterr did, continue in council as oné of the feven ordinary merchant councilers, or
be made:dean of-gild, and fo'remain in any, of thefe offices for another year, and’ could ‘again be re:elec-

- ted as provoft.or baillie for another year;: whereby. the leading members in’ the council had it in. their.

_power to perpetuate themfelves in offices. and to manage and do in-all the matters in the borough as’ they
thought proper: . That three of the leading men in the council having greatly abufed this power, a’ com-

plaint was made to the Court of Seffion in Scotland; for having the eletioni.of magiftrates and. councilers .

of the borough made at Michaelmafs 1773 fet+ afide ‘and made void, as being brought‘about by undue .
influence and corrupt practices; and upon a proof brought, and hearing of parties, the faid.Court of:
Seffion declared’the fiid ele@tion at Michaelmals 1773, to be.void and.null; and 'wpon.an dppeal to. the-

Houfe of: Lords, that decree was-affirmed ; whereby the faid borough' of Stirling has. not only been. ever
fince, and is now without magiftrates and.town council, .but hath allo, fince that time, been _deprived. of
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4 repreferitative in the convention of royal burrows of Scotland, and difqualified from votihg in the elec-

-tion of 2 member to ferve in Parliament,” and humbly praying, that his Majelly will be gracioufly pleafed

to reftore the faid borough, and to dire& a magiltracy and town council to be chofen by a pole eledtior,
and that fome part of the former fett or conftitution of the burrow may be altered, in order to prevent in
future the abufes which occafioned the prefent disfranchifement. - His Majefty taking the faid petition in-

_to his royal confideration, and having received the opinion of his Majelty’s attorney general, the Loird

Advocate of Scotland, his Majelty’s folicitar general, and alfo of a committee of the Lords of his Majefty’s

- moft honourable Brivy Council, thereupon is pleafed, by and with the advice of his Privy Council, to
order, that, for the reftoring the peace and good government of the faid borough, the inbabitant burgefles ' j
of the gildry or merchants, and incorporated trades of the faid borough, who refided therein at and pre- ‘=7 <l

vious.to Michaelmafs 1777, (excluding all honorary or non-refident burgefles, and fuch who were net
‘members, and had not a refidence in the faid burgh, at and previous ‘to Michaelmafs 1777, whether mem-
bers of the gildry or incorporated trades, and alfo town and hofpital fervants, and penfioners, and others,
who are now, or fhall be under any incapacity in acing at fuch elettion,) be, and they are hereby authos
rifed,  and commanded to affemble themfelves at the council chamber, within the faid burgh of Stirling,
at "ten o’clok in the forenoon, upon Monday the eleventh day of June next, with continuation of days, of
‘which the fheriff-depute of the county of Stirling (hall give publick notice eight days before the day. of e-
le&ion, then and there to ele& fit perfons, not exceeding twenty-one in number, being the number eledted

_at Michaelmas immediately preceeding the vacated elettion, properly qualified in terms of the fett and u-
* fage of the faid burrow, to be magifirates and town councilers of the fame; and that the eleition be made
“in manner following, that is to fay, the merchants or guildry to elect the fourteen guildry or -merchant

councilers, and the feven incorporated trades, eich to ele& their own refpedive deacon, who fhall thereby -
become conflituent members of the town council. The guildry or merchants at large, to chufe one of
the fourteen guildry or merchant councilers to be dean of guild, and the feven new deacons, with a dele-

. gate, to be chofen by each incorporation, to ele one of themfelves to be deacon conveener, the faid four-

teen to compofe the conveener court, untill the next ele&tion, and the fourteen members of the guildry or
merchants, fo elected as aforefaid, together with the feven deacons. of the trades; fo eledted as aforelaid, .

. to chufe the provoft, four bailliffs, and a treafurer, out of the fourteen guildry or merchant councilers, .
“(exclufive of the one cledled dean of guild,) and that the perfons fo eleted by a majority. of the perfons-

aforefaid, fhall continue from that time magiftrates and councilers till the ufual time of*ele®ion-in the
year 1781." The provoft to be chief magiltrate and'praefes oft the: counci, in‘place of the dean of guild, .
who was praefes by the former fett ; and that all perfons claiming to vote, give in their burgefs tickets, and

"ad@s of admiffion, or authentick extraéts from the records of the burrows, of their admiffion to the freedom -

thereof, at and previous to Michaelmafs 1777, fix days at leaft before the day of: ele®ion, .to the fheriff- -

“depute of the county, or guildry clerk of the town of Stirling, that their names may be inrolled before
"the ele®tion, and that the fheriff-depute of the county -of Stirling, within which the burrough lyes, the-
" {heriff.depute of the county of Perth,- and the.fheriff-depute of the county of Lanark, being two counties-
“adjoining to Stirlingfhire, or any two of them, be, and they are hereby authorifed and required to attend
" to overfee and dire& fuch eleQion, according to law and the rules ufed to be obferved .in fuch cales, and

to form an authentick inftrument thereupon under their fubfeription manual, to be reported to his Ma-
jeity. for ‘confirmation: And to adminifter to the elettors, before they be admitted to pole,.-the oaths
appointed by law to be taken in Scotland by.the eleftors at ordinary elections of .magiftrates, and likewife

“the oath againft bribery and corruption, if required by any perfon having a right to vote at the election.

And for the better order and good .government of. the faid burrow in time to come, his Majelly, by and..
with the advice of his Privy Council, is hereby pleafed to alter the former fett or conftitution of the faid’
Burrough, ‘and to order and dired,” that'at the-electionto be made at Michaelmafs 1781, and ‘at all-fu.

 ture ele@ions, the guildry or the merchants at large, who, at the time of fuch eleition, and for the three -

or merchants at large,. do ele@-and chufe one:of the {aid four perfons to-be dean of guild, to continne in

" office for the year enfuing ; and that at the faid eleclion 1781, and at all future elections, the feven incor-

porated trades do yearly each of them chufe their own refpe@ive deacons out of their number; without

‘fending lifts or leets to the council to be fhortened, as pradtifed under the former a& or conftitution of the
- butrow, except that (as by the former fett four of the deacons muft be yearly changed) the council, pre-
vious to the ele@ion of deacons, fhall cutt off, or declare four of the deacons ele&ed the former year in-

capablg: ~

months immediately preceeding the faid ele@ion, have been refident within the faid burrough, do elet 3 / .
" four of*their number to be new councilers, in place of four of the feven, who, by-the fett or conflititio
“of the faid burrow, go out of council yearly at Michaelmafs election; and that the faid members of guildry” !
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* Extra&ed upon this, and the feven preceeding pr om |
'lo;grintg to tlljle burgil of Stirling, by (figned) John M*Gibbon town clerk.

- GuiLbry, about 13o.
HeriTors, who are not burgeﬂ'es, about 12, -
*-IncorPorATIONS by royal charters, feven; be
rated communities. ra
; ‘communities confift of about 100 heads of families.
‘ <+ Inussrrants, about 6000 or 7000.

-the year to come. t the ' i
‘conforme to the .decreet  arbitrall of the commi
by, fic fubferibitur, And. Symione clerk.

NOTE

v afs, conjunct principal clerk to the general convention of : :
'dolhiggsy]z:?t?fy, ,thatj\vhat ri)s cénI:ained on this, and the ten preceeding pages, wi) a;xh exgértn ‘;:)?{;;i); n%f‘g Z’:‘
-extra&, under the hands of fohn M‘Gibbon, town clerk qf Stirling, as glvex‘ll 1{1_1 yt i colg‘tion omers o
that burgh to the Lift general conventions of the order of his Majefty in Council for a pole eleé ma-
- gittrates and town council of Stirling, upon the eleventh day ofb June,
St James’s, the twenty-third day of May 1781, which is attelted by ‘

I W

‘ i ich: ’clock in the forenoon, to cutt off or
. : 1 meet upon Tuefday preceeding Michaelmafs, at eleven o’c : ! .

. fi?é‘gc,': &Zlir:gﬁgibli{)ity of the fzié four deacons ; that the guildry amli feventmcclargoxft:;:;?fsfg\,:lla l111<ejeeta ?;;2

C ten ¢ in the fo i ir refpective conveening places, to ele : le

day at ten o’clock in the forenoon, in their refpe ] S e Deacane
: £ i : Id; and the council fhall on the following day, be
‘and members of the merchant council, and deaq of gild; ) i " o  day, be-

" -ing Thi ’ : annual cleion, by voting off the feven members who go out of coun
AT et 10 comlude' the siving i he 1 ‘ bers chofen by th ildry and trades, and choofin
‘el . by the guildry , ofing
“cil, chufing three new members, receiving in the number o 1 forer Gt o romieoing
‘g pr . r baillies, and treafurer. ~ But that, in all other fe pedls, the form e i _
;prfs'“',:l) {t’ :‘O-ll:ro?aslltliﬁ?;l mbe robfer’ved as the mo::le of annual ele&ions. . (8ic fubferibitur) W. 1a.Wkener.

ctraded up & x pages, from the original, lodged among the archives be-

the ‘royal burrows of Scotland,

1781 years, and bearing date at

JOHN DUNDAS

fides the guil‘dfy, or mérc;.hant company, and four tole~

The feven incorporated trades confift of 230 heads of fami}iés. ‘ »Thek fqur”tol"e?atte.d

DU MEFERMLIN E L

<IN the g convention of the royal burrows, holden at rgh o he roth day
. gf Ijl\:];ythet 7g le g ?’:}ir(;?n';‘;tt:ommimonerz of burrows decerned and ordained, That the forme of »t}.xfe ’Tlg;-.
‘;tione‘ o; the magiftrates and councill of Dumfermline ﬁxou]d,‘ in all time thereafter, be in mzu;mcrf {9 low-
-ng, viz, - That the haill magiftrats and councill of  the faid burgh fhould confit of the number o”“!\m?;
gl," Ch ereof nine merchants and feven craftfmen, of the which number of nine merchants, ;hcre: tha
,gcr?ns{:’  the provoft, two baillies, dean of gild, and treafuret ; and the old councill,* in.all time thereaf-
. :g :gufe tge'ne‘w’-’ and thereafter the old and new council to conveen yearly at their ordinary time of
S;’&ion, and ckufe an"d ele& the provoft, baillies, and other officers of the burgh, who fhall bear rule for -

the Sur’gh of D-umfer;nli‘ne,f'thie roth day

That the fett and forme of eledtione of the magiftrats and council of Dumfermline is

e L e T A

dﬂqft/)e Royal Burrows ra(tj‘j'ifzg a new Seiff Igy,D.ec'f"é

i Dumfermling.

i

é’t-'z_zf'bz;t}-'t_z'vlj Sor  the Burigb /

e eraegener

fioners of the royall burrows, above narrated, is
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T AL B " the 13th day July, 1724 years. In the general convention of the royal burrows,
hoi‘c&ifnli(th?}?: E{gilc’l"btti]reglllsl:;: tdh? cr?xf;u{xiﬂi’chs g.hirein com}eéqed, anent t]}e petition pr_elfentc%.toftlg ge-.
‘nera'i\ convention of burrows, upon the gth day of July, 1723, byH]ol;nlW}}fon F:;::‘;d ll:é?ehs O{hew';lr:n-
"fermline, for-himfelf, and in name of a confiderable number of :the burge esDo fhe fid b §he’ fhen dag,
T'hat where the committee of the conventi&)rlxj of hthe ;gzaxl.e;:lr;g:gs ;?St:{:abllil&neg 0 }:e %;fder ‘and d e’:
) 1y 1" i ronounce them for r at eltablithing the order and,
:?15 Jc;l ]gf’ éllegii’ bt}lllet};:g?(i:;fse tagd council of ythe faid burgh,‘,(}atl‘ace am? ordagncd,{ That ;}}eifor‘m of. e-
P ;cgidn of the _x%ngiﬂ;mts and councill of the faid burgh fhould be in all time therefz tgr, as fo lowes,

viz.

That

. always on leet, and for ordinar chofen counfellor for feveral: years {fucceflivel

.commiffioners jr the burgh of Edinburgh, James Johnfton for Stirli

_records of counicil produced to them, for'a good many years fi

Lo2s ]
“That the haill magiftrats and councill fhould confift of the number of fixteen perfons, whereof three mer-
‘chants and feven craftfmen; of the which number of nine merchants, there fhould be chofen the provoft for
the year to come, two baillies, dean of gild, and treafurer; and ordained the then prefent councill to e-
Ie& and choife the faid fixteen perfons in all time thereafter, the old to choife the new ; and for that end,
the old councill and the new, confilting ilk one of them of the number of perfons above written, to con-
veen yearly at their ordinar time of eledion, and to ele@ and choife the faid magiftrats, baillies, and o-
_ther officers of burgh, who thould bear rule for the year to come, as in the faid decreet is at more length
contained. Yet, notwithftanding whereof, there was a_cuflom of late introduced to the faid burgh,
whereby the old council of themfelves, confifting of the number of fixteen, and not in conjunétion with
the new, as is dire@ted by the faid decreet, did meet and eled the dean of gild and treafurer for the enfu-
ing year, albeit it be exprefsly ltatut by the faid decreet, That the old and new council, confifting ilk ane
of them of the numbk r of fixteen perfons, fhould ele& and choife the dean of gild and thefaurer as well as
the other magiftrats and office-bearers within the faid burgh. _And, whereas it feemed highly reafonable
-and jult, and agreeable to the conflitution and practice of every well governed burgh, that the leet of
cach trades counfeller fhould confift of the prefent and immediate laft deacons ; yet, by a cultom of late
-creept into the faid burgh, the prefent counfeller, tho’ neither prefent, nor immediate laft deacon, was
: n 1 ¥ by which pragice a
councillor might be continued for many years, yea during life, exprefsly contrair to the many laws and
adts of parliament, and of the royal burrows made thereanent. And albeit, by the conftant cultom and
uninterrupted praétice of the faid burgh, the old and new councills, electors appointed by the faid a& of
‘the provoft, baillies, dean of gild, and thefaurer, had been in ufe of leeting, ele&ing, and choifing ane
gild brother of the faid burgh, for reprefenting the fame as provoft, baillies, dean of gild, or treafurer;
yet notwithftanding thereof, within thefe two years there had been a defign of introducing this pradice,
that none be putt upon the leet for any of the forefaid offices, but fuch as are prefent members of council ;
" and for fupperting thereof, it had been alledged, that the faid pradice was agreeable to the decreet of the
-commiittee before mentioned ; whereas, the plain import and meaning of the faid decreet is, as it had al-
‘ways been underftood to import no further, than that thefe office-bearers, when eletted, were counfellors
ex officio. - For redrefling of which grievances, the petitioner, with a confiderable number of the burgefles
cof the faid burgh, made application to the magiftrates and council by petition, hoping proper methods
would have been taken for reltoring the form and method of electing the magiftrates and council, preferi-
‘bed by the forementioned decreet of the committee of the convention of burrows, and redifying fuch abu-
fes as have of late crept into the eledtion of the magiltrates, and other members of councill: But the ma-
‘giftrates having delayed to proceed in the matter, there was a neceflity for regulating the order. and me-
‘thod of eletions in the faid burgh, ‘and preferving the peace and ‘quiet thereof, to make application to the
‘honourable convention of the royal burrows then mett : Therefore craving the honourable convention to
take the premiffes to their confideration, and to redtify the above grievances, by fettling fuch rules, as
‘would be thought proper for facilitating the election of the magiftrates and councill of the faid burgh, and
preferviag the peace and quiet thereof, as the petition bears. Which being read in prefence of the con-
vention, and they | aving heard the com’miﬁioners for the faid burgh thereanent, they, by their a& of. the
date of the faid ninth of July, 1723, appointed the burghs of Edinburgh, St Andrews, Stirling, Inner-
keithing, Kirkaldie, King-horn, Culrofs, and’ Queensferry, whereof five a quorum, to meet at the
1zid burgh of Dumfermling, upon the fourth Tuefday of Auguft then next, and to endeavour to compofe
the differences amongft the inhabitants of the faid burgh, and to determine anent their grievances, and
report to the next annual “convention. And accordingly, George Drummond and Andrew Wardrop,
: 4 ng, Mr David Monnypenny for St
Andrews,’ James Barclay for Kirkaldy, John Cant for Innerkeithing, Mr- Patrick Erfkine for Culrofs, and
‘George Hill for Queensferry, of the committes. above named, having mett at the faid burgh of Dum-
fermline, upon the twenty-fecond day of Augult, 1923 vears, Reported to the prefent convention, that
after making choife of George Drummond to be their praefes, they did, in obedience to the remitt of the
peneral convention, the ninth day)ofjuly}:}‘ﬂ,' fully confider the  decreet arbitral 1718, and revifed the
nce that time, anent their manner of clec-

tione, in order to difcover if there was jult ground for the grievances complained of by the petitioners ;

#thereafter, the faid committee endeavoured, by’a good many
the differences that were amonglt the inhabitants about their eletion ; but matters were carried fo high
upon the different fides, that this was loft labour ; wherefore the fuaid committee came to this refolution, to
iay the ftate of the burgh, “with refpe to the rule and manner of eledtion, fully before the convention,
IS . . . ) - 3 | . . . being

different propofitions, to compofe amicably -
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being convinced,” that the ruin’ or profperity of the burgh, dépended uponi the mgafﬁres; taken to ettle
this affair. - In the firf? place, they could find no other rule of eledtion, they‘pretgn@qd to, but the a.
bove decreet arbitral, 1718, As to the decreet, it was plain it coild never have been mtgnded by the
pronouncers to be a compleat fett of the burgh, but feemed purely calggl_gx_tgd to fegt}e mattters betwixt the
-merchants and trades, as to the number of their refpedive réprefentatives in _councul.!," and wnth refped to
their private oeconomy in the exercife of their trade, &c. There having_bcen great dl}wﬁol‘ns, .mmults, and
animofityes, in the faid burgh about thefe matters, immediately before thac time, for which caufe, the
decreet feemed to be a very indiflin& rule of eledtion.’ The committee find, in the ‘next place, that not-
withftanding, by the decreet arbitral, it is exprefsly ordained,’ that " the o]vd, and new councill, confifting
of thirty-two perfons, fhould choife the magiltrates, baillics, .a‘nd(. other officers of the b}lrgll', who are to
bear rule for the enfuing year; yet it had been long the practice, that the old councill, confifting of fixteen
perfons, doe meet upon the Saturday before Michaelmalfs,’ anvd tl‘{en choife t_hg degn‘of guild an.d tregfurer
tor the enfuing year; which, in their opinion, was dire&ly oppolite to the meaning Hof_;}_xe. faid decreet.
The committee further obferved, that albeit by the forefaid fett, the old councill, confifting of fixteen
perfons, was appointed to choife the new council, confifting of the like number, yet the practice had long
prevailed, that upon the Satuiday thereafter, the old council meet,” and each me.m_l‘)e?,oflt‘ names 2 con-
juné,. (the provoft and eldelt baillic excepted,) and then removes to the ‘door, upon which the council
votes, whether the old member or his conjunét fhould be counfeller for the enl'u;mg yéar, and {o goe on
till the new and old councill be made up to the number of thirty-two p.errfgns,. h_z{i‘lflqlerchams‘ and half
trades ; the committee was of opinion, that the above _coAnjurmf.ts, as they are ‘Ca]:lf':d,‘ cﬁ)ught» each of them
to'be chofen in a council way, agreeable to the meaning of thc._de{:_rect ‘arbitral, in rega}'d gach.qf the. fix-
teen conjunds, though not eleted to be counfellers forthe enfuing year, have at prefent a vote in choifing
the provoft, and two baillies, and ought, by the decreet; to have 4 vote in the election of the haill magi-
 ftrates and office-bearers, and this in virtue of their being named by fingle counfellors, as faid is, which-
feemed abfurd to them. © Upon the whole, it appeared to them, that this bl}rgh:lfa_d not a compleat fett
to regulate the ele@ion of their councillors and magiftrates’; for, notwithftanding the decreet arbitral made
mention of a new councill of fixteen, which fixteen were chofen by way of conjuntts, ds fiid is, yet the old
councill were under no neceflity of ‘choofing one of ‘thefe ‘qujhm’:’tg to be ‘pounfellf)rjs. for the "enfuing year,
foe it was in'the prefent councill’s potwer to re-elect themfelves,” both' merchiants and trades to the day, of
their death, without any change; for, with refpedt’to the trades ;epr;fenggglgn }'rl‘cql/;.nc,{l:l., no regard was
had to the prefent deacons of the incorporations, elfe’this would neceffitate a change ‘in .the members of

 -councill, becaufe the deacons change once in the two years; but the prefent trades'councillers, according
to their method, might name for conjun@s, fuch of their incorporations ‘as mxgh; not rival themfelves in
the judgment of the ele®tors, and they obferved they were often continued ; tl}erf.ore th_e; faid committee
were humbly of opinion, that this general convention fhould take tl}; prcfeq; cxtrcbuvrp&z}ns:c‘s, of this ~_bm:gh
into their ferious confideration, and foe to explain their decreet arbitral, as tb? cquncx} in alltime coming
might have a diftin& rule to govern themfelves by, in the election of ‘their fucceffors, agreeable to the adts
of parliament and burrows in fuch cafes; whereby; tl'le_ faction that’ fqegned to be growing’ there might
be removed, and peace and tranquillity might be cultivate amongft the inhabitants, by having the offices
of magiftracy in the burgh ambulatory amongft- the inhabitants, In proportion to their merit and qualx_ﬁ-
cations for fuch offices of trult. = Sic fubycribitur, Geo. Drummond,” Edinburgh, Ja. JO!"HQO‘I} fpr Stira
ling," Jo. Cant for Iverkeithing, Da. Monypenny for St Andrews, James Barclay for Kirkaldie, Patrick
Erikin Culrofs, Geo. Hill Queensferry, as the report l.)ears-, Which being read M prefence 'of't'hg conven-
tion, upon the ninth of July inftant, they again remitted to the burghs of Edinburgh, Stirling, St An-
drews, Kirkaldie,” Innerkeithing,” Dumbarton, Culrofs, Sanquhar,’ and Queensferry, or'the major!part of

them, to compofe the differcnces betwixt the contending parties in the faid burgh of Damfermling. = And .

accordingly, the faid conimittec having mett upon the faid affair, compeared Robert and Mr John Walk-
ers; prelent baillies of the faid burgh of Dumfermling, George Crawfoord, prefent deacon conveener
thereof, Captain Peter Halkett, of Pittferran younger, and Davxd.Dalgh:ﬂ\ weaver, all prefent town coun-
cillors of the faid burgh, who produced, in prefence of the committee, a commiffion granted by the ma-
giftrates and town councill of the faid burgh, under the hand of the clerk, and feal of the faid burgh of
i‘?)umfermling, of the date the fixth day of July inftant,” impowering them to attend the convention in-
name of the town councill, and to defend the magiltrates againft the forefand;}pentnon',' ‘and‘_tp_d.oe every
thing neceffary with relation to the conftitution of the faid burgh,’ that theﬁmagtfh:atc‘s a.n‘drcon‘ncd, ‘might
doe, if perfonally prefent; of which commiffion the tenor follows . Att Dumfermline, the fixth day of Ju-

ly, 1724 years, the which day, the magiftrates and town councill of the burgh of Dumfermline did, and -

herely

the faid burgh, doe’hereby, for ourfelves, and in name and behalf of the remanent fubferibers of the fore-
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hereby do grant warrand and commiffion to Robert and Mr John Walkers, prefent baillies, George Crawa
foord, prefent deacon conveener, Captain Peter Flalkett, of - Pittferran younger, and David Dalgleifh
weaver, all prefent town councillors of the faid burgh, or any one of them, for them, ia their name and
upon their behalf, to attend and wait upon the general convention of the royal burrows, that és to meet
“at Edinburgh to-morrow, with power to the faid five commi{lioners, or any one of them, to attend all the
dyets of the faid convention, and to anfwer for, and defend the prefent magiftrates and town councill, a-
~gainft the petition given into the convention laft year, by John Wulker younger weaver, or any other
thing that may be propofed, anent altering the decreet arbitral on the prefent conftitution of this burgh,
and to do every thing anent the faid affair that the magiltrates and council might do, if perfonally pre-
fent. * Extracted furth of thé records - of councill, and the feal of the burgh is hereto affixed by me,
Sie fubferibitur, Andrew Symfon cletk, L. 8. Alo compeared, the faid Joha Wiifon younger, weaver in
“the fuid burgh, and John :Black, late deacon of the weavers of the fuid - burgh, for themfelves, and
‘in name of John Black, William Inglis, Adam Main, ‘William Joha M-Raich, Ro-
-bert Barclay, James Reid, Jobn Kerr, William Hodge, John Potter, Thomas Williamfon, James More,
John Wilfon, David Morrifon, Adam Neathry, Alexander Hart, Henry Donaldfon, John Hanna, John
-Bewhill, John Graham, Henry Arnot, William Anderfon, Alexander Young, Peter Creir, James Law,
- Thomas Bleak, James Henderfon, Andrew Robifon, John Rea, Andrew Blackwood, George Inglis, James
Young, William Kirk, Robert Buft, John Brovn, George Simpfon, Alexander Douglafs, Patrick Waft-
wood, John Williamfon, John Brown, James Wilfon, Andrew Bave, George -Pearfon, David Inglis, Mat~
thew Hutton, David Potter, John Gibfon, Patrick Hatton, John Kirk, David Malloch, John Richardfon,,
-Robert Main, James Hutton, William Inglis, Robert M+Craich, James Bain, William Brown, John Got-
-terfton younger, George Bult, Alexander Coupar, William Anderfon, John Wilfon, John Dunfyre, An-
~drew Main, James [nglis, John Davidfon, Jehn Haw, John Aitken, Thomas Richardfon, John Gotteriton,
“William Brown, William Chalmer, William Anderfon, David ‘Wilfon, James Thomfon, Robert Gotter~
ftone, George Millar, James Baverage, David Donaldfon, James Bennet, James Nobell, John Ferguffon,
-William Neilfon, Thomas Kilpatrick, David Kilpatrick elder, David Kilpatrick younger, John Kilpatrick,
‘Robert Kirk, John Dalgleith, Thomas Cufen, James Smith, James Belfrage, John Inglis, Andrew Bain,
-David Ferguflon, Andrew Stevenfon, John Gotterftone elder, Henry Mitchell, George Stark, Thomas A-
damfon, William Inglith, David Turnbull, Robert Smiton, James Cruickfhanks, Andrew Morrice, David
- Black, James Wilfon, Henry Smiton, John White, Robert Durham, Robert Hoggans, Andrew Dewar,
-John Wilfon, Johr Foldes, and James Turnbull, all ‘burgefles of the faid burgh, and fubfcribers to a peti-

‘ tion formerly given in by them to the Lord Provoft, bailies, dean of guild, conveener, treafurer, and rema-

‘nent-members of the faid burgh of Dumfermling, dated the twenty and twenty-firft days of June feventeen
hundred and twenty-three, craving ane a& of the council, explaining the former decreet-arbitral, and to
ftatute and appoint the form and manner of ele&ion of the magiftrates and members of council in all time

‘coming, agreeable to the ads of parliament made anent elections, or otherwife, to refer the fame to the
_then enfuing ‘general convention of ‘burrows, to be explained and diredted by them according to juftice ;

and, for that end, the forenamed perfons did nominate and appoint John Black, late deacor of the weavers,

-and John Wilfon younger, weaver, Andrew Main, and James Belfrage, thoemakers, William and George
* " Pearfons, wrights, all burgefles of the faid burgh, or any one of them, to prefent the faid petition, and to

profecute the fame wfjue ad finem, as the petition bears.  And alfo compeared Robert Anderfon merchant
in D‘umfermling, and produced a commiffion granted to him and the faid John Wilfon, by feveral of the
‘burgefles of the faid burgh, dated the tenth day of July inftant, impowering them to compear before the
convention, and argue, reafon, and infift in the faid matter, and to make an entire and abfolute {ubmiffion
of the interefts of the faid burgh, and to doo every other thing therein which they could do themfelves if
perfonally prefent ; of which commiffion the tenor follows: We burgefles of the burgh of Dumtermling

-{ubferibing, being alfo concerned in, and fubfcribers of a petition given in to the Right Honourable the

General Convention of the Royal Burrows, craving a re&ification of grievances in the manner of carrying
on the eledtion of magiftrates and councillors of the faid burgh, and a fettlement of fuch rules as may, for
the future, facilitat the faids ele@tions, and fecure thé peace and quitt of the faid burgh; and we confider--
ing the uncertainty of the time when the Honourable Convention fhall be pleafed to take our petition un-

_ der their confideration, and give their determination therein ; and it being expenfive and troublefome to

us to give our attendance at Edinburgh, and leave onr imployments and familys athome ; and having fuf-
ficient and ample prooff, fidelity, experience, and dilligence of Robert Anderfon merchant in Dumferm- -
ling, and John Wilfon weaver there, and their honeft and zealous concern for the good and advantage of

faid
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faid petition, who are not hereto fubfcriving, make, conftitute, and ordain, the faids Robert Anderfon, and
John Wilfon, our undoubted and irrevocable commiflioners, agents, and truftees, for, and in behalf of us,
and the faids remanent perfons, fubfcribers in the faid matter depending, with power to them to compear

- before the faid corivention, and to argue, reafon, aad infilt, propone arguments and defences, as fhall be

needfu! in the faid matter, as they fhall think fitt; and if they fhall think it reafonabls and proper, we
hereby give them full power to make ane intire and abfolute fubmiffion of the interelts of the faid burgh in
the faid matter to the faid Honourable Convention, and every other thing to do which they fhall think expe-
dient, and which we ourfelves might have done before the granting of thir prefents; difpenfing with the
generality forefaid, and adhitting the fame to be as valid and fufficient as if every particular power hereby

. generally velted in them were diltinctly fett down, promifing to hold the fame firm and ftable, but revoca-

tion. In witnefs whereof (written by Michael Ramfay wryter in Edinburgh), we have fabfcribed thir pre-
fents, at Edinburgh, the tenth day of July feventeen hundred and twenty-four years, fic, fubferibitur, John
Bell, William Walker, John Wilfon, George Walls, John Gotterfton, James French, James Symth, Tho-

. mas Cuffen, Andrew Robifon, Andrew Main, James Law, David Potter ; which powers and commiffions

being read in prefence of the committec, and they having fully heard the faid partys in the {aid affair, they

_reported to the convention, that the faid partys having frankly fubmitted their differences to the determi-

nation of the committee, in a formall fubmiflion fubfcribed by them ; and they having confidered the for-
mer decreet-arbitral, and fett of the burgh anno feventeen hundred and eighteen, did unanimouily agree
“upon a new fett of the faid burgh in time coming, and pronounced their decrect-arbitral duly {ubferived
of the date hereof :- Which fubmiffion and decreet-arbitral being read in prefence of the convention, they
unanimoufly approved of the faid decreet-arbitral, and appointed the fame to be recorded amongft the o-
ther fetts of the royal burrows, to be the rule of their ele@ions in all time coming; and in cafe any diffi~
culty happen at their next eletions, appointed the faid:"’uurgh to reprefent the fame to the annual commit-
tee impowered to fitt after diffolving this prefent convention, t6 give dire&ions thereanent as they fhall fee
“caufe ; of which fubmiffion and decret-arbitral the tenors follow : ' We Robert and Mr John Walkers, pre-
fent bailies of the burgh of Dumfermling, George Crawfoord prefent deacon-conveener, Capt. Peter Halket
of Pittfirren younger, and David Dalgleith weaver, all prefent town-councillors of the faid burgh, for our-
felves, and as having power and commiflion from the magiftrates and councill of the faid burgh of Dumferm-
ling, conform to ane aé of the town council of the faid burgh, dated the 6th day of July inft. and as taking
‘burden on us for them, on the one part, and John Black, late deacon of the weavers of the faid burgh, and
John Wilfon younger, weaver there, for ourfelves, and as having power and commiffion from feveral of the

‘burgefles and inhabitants of the {aid burgh, fubfcrivers to ane petition given in by them to the magifirates and -

councill of thefaid burgh, craving ane explanation and redification of the fett thereof, dated the zoth and
‘210t days of June 1723 years, and as taking burden on us for the haill other burgeffes and inhabitants of
.the faid burgh, o the other part; and alfo- Robert Anderfon merchant in Dumfermling, for himfelf, and
in name of his conftituests the burgefles of the fuid burgh, fublcriving to.a commiffion, of the date of thir
prefents, have fubmitted and referred, and hereby fubmitt and referr to the final decifion and decreet=
arbitral of George Drummond, commiflioner for the burgh of Edinburgh to the general convention of
burrows now met there, Do@or James Johnftoun affeffor to the commiflioner for the burgh of Stirling,
Patrick Lindfay afleffor to the commiflioner for the burgh of St Andrew’s, James Barclay commiffioner
for the burgh of Kirkaldie, Henry Cunningham of Boequhan, commiffioner for Tnnerkeithing, Archibald
Mc¢Aullay affeffor to the commiflioner for the burgh of Dumbartown, Mr Patrick Erfkine commiffioner for
Culrofs, George Irving commiffioner for Sanquhar, and George Hill commiffioner for Queensferry, or of
the major part of them, (being ane committee of the faid convention of burrows, appointed to compofe
our differences) all matters and differences debateable betwixt us, anent the way and manner of ele&ion

‘of the magiftrates, office-bearers, and councillers of the faid burgh of Dumfermling, and particularly the .
_fett and decreet-arbitral of the faid burgh, with power to them to make fuch explanations and alterations

of the faid fett, and to lay down fuch rules and directions for regulating the cle@ions of the faid burgh in
_time coming, as they thall think fitt ; and whatever the faid arbitrators, or the major part of them, fhall
determine thereanent, we bind and oblige us, and our conftituents, to ftand to and acquiefce in, and in-
violably cbferve the fame in all time coming, under the penalty of four thoufand merks, Scots money, to
he paid by the party failzing to the party obferving or willing thereto, by and attour performance; con-

fenting to the regifivation hereof, and decreet to follow hercon, in the records of the ‘convention of bur-

rows, and books of council and feffion, therein to renfain for confervation, and, if need bees, to have the
firength of 4ne decrect interponed thereto, that letters of horning, on fix days, and all other execution ne-
ceflar, may pafs thereupon in form, as effeirs, and thereto conflitute : v S
' ' ' our

[

Sl e 't our procurators, &c. o In witnefs whereof wee have fubferibed thefe prefents, (writ-
:ten by Andrew Jackfon writer in Edinburgh, on ftamped paper,) at Edinburgh, the 1oth day of July 1724
years, before thefe witnefles, James Nafmyth depute town-clerk of Edinburgh, Archibald Blair writer
there, and the faid Andrew Jackfon, witnefles alfo to the figning the rharginal note. Sic fubferibitur, A,
Walker, Jo. Walker, George Crawfoerd, Peter Halkett, Da. Dalgleifh, Robt. Anderfon, John Black,
John Wilfon." J. Naifmyth witnefs. Arch. Blair witnefs.—Follows the decreet-arbitral on the back of the
faid fubmiffion. At Edinburgh, the 1sth day of July 1724 years, we George Drummond commiffioner
for the city of Edinburgh, Do&tor James Johnftoun affeffor for the burgh of Stirling, Patrick Lindfay af-
feflor for the burgh of St Andrew’s, James Barclay commiffioner for the burgh of Kirkaldie, Henry Cun-
ninghame commiflioner for the burgh of Innerkeithing, Archbald M«Aullay affeffor for the burgh of Dum-
barton,” Patrick Erfkine commiflioner for the burgh of Culrofs, and George Irving commiflioner for the
burgh of Sanquhar, the committee of the general convention of royal burrows, and arbitrators ‘within na-

. med and defigned, having tally confidered the whole matters and things within fpecified to us committed

¥

by the faid general convention, and to us fubmitted by the within named parties, on behalf of themfelves
and conftituents, -having likeways confidéred the faid general convention 'their proceedings touching the
premifles, with the former a& of fett, and having fully heard the parties fubmitting, and having God
and good confcience before our eyes, we unanimoufly give and pronounce our decreet-arbitral in man-
ner following : For avoiding all difputes that may arife touching the adminiltration and government of
the burgh of Dumfermling, till the next eletions of magiftrates and councill be proceeded in-according
to the rules hereby appointed, and touching the perfons who fhall have the adminiftration and government
of that burgh annually thereafter, their numbers, their powers, and times, and manner of their ele&ions,
we decern and ordain, primo, That the prefent councill of the faid burgh, confilting of fixteen perfons,
viz. the provoft, two baillies, dean of - gild, thefaurer, four merchants, and feven craftfmen, fhall conti-
nue to have adminiftratione and government of tlhie faid burgh till the next ele@tione of magiftrates and
councill hereby appointed.-to take place. '~ Secunds, That in the next and all fucceeding eleions, none
fhall be capable to be ele®ed to the office of provoft, or old provoft, but fuch: perfons as fhall be either
merchants or gild brother of the burgh: That none fhall be capable to be elected to the office of baillie,
dean of gild, or thefaurer, old baillies, old dean of gild, old thefaurer, or to be of the merchant councill,
‘but fucli perfons as are merchants or'gild brother of the burgh, refiding and having fcott and lott in the
‘place ; and that no craftfman fhall be capable to be on the councill, but fuch perfons as are burgefles,
‘freemen of the burgh refiding in the place, hand labourers in their crafts, and bearing fcott and lott -
ithere. Tertio, That, by the next and all fucceeding ele&tions hereby appointed; the .magiltrats and ordi-
-nary councill of the burgh fhall confift of twenty-two perfons, viz. a provolt, two baillies, a dean of gild,
-a thefaurer, ane old provoft, two old baillies, anc old dean of gild, and ane old thefaurer, two merchant, =~
and two trades councillors,” and eight deacons of crafts to be ele@ted according to the rules hereby made,
who fhall have the adminiftration and government of the burgh vefted in them alone, except at the annu-~
.al ele@tions of magiftrates, when to them fhall be joined four extraordinar councellors, viz. two merchants

<and two trades, according to the direQions " hereby given.- Quarto, For preventing inconveniencies that

may arife to the burgh by baillies, deans of gild, thefaurers, and others, having it in their power to-con-
tinue themfelves in their offices, or on the councill without any limitation, and for eftablifhing harmony
.and friendfhip among the councill and whole community, it is hereby appointed, That no perfon thall be
capable to be continued in the office of baillie for more as two years together, and fhall not be capable to
continue on the councill for more as one year longer in the character of old baillie, untill he be one year
out of the councill, unlefs he be elefted to the office of dean of gild, or provoft: That no perfon fhall be
capable to be continded in the office of dean of gild for more as tuo years together, and fhall not be ca-
pable to continue on the council for more as one year longer in the charader of old dean of gild, untill
he be one year out of thie council, unlefs he be cleéted to the office of a baillie or provoflt: That no perfon
fhall be capable to be continued in the office of a thefaurer for more as two years together, and fhall not be -
capable to continue on the council for more as one year longer in the character of old thefaurer, untill he
‘be one year out of the councill, unlefs it fhall happen that his accounts are (tated, and no ballance refting
by him to the burgh, and that he fhall be elected to the office of a bailliebr dean of gild : That no craftl-
‘man fhall be capable to be on the ordinary ¢ouncill, ‘as a new or old trades councillor for more as three
years together, -untill he be one year out of the'cogpcill : That ‘no craftfman thali-be capable of being e~
‘le@ted a deacon for mote as tuo years together, unlefs he be one year out of that office ; and no merchant

* fhall be capable to continue on the ordinary councill as a merchant counciller,” (without ane office or o-

ther chara@er), for more as two years together.” Quinto, For preventing of firife and faction, the pre-
I ’ ‘ H ‘ ' ' fent
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fent magiftrates and councill, confifting of faid fixteen perfons, fhall, on Thurfday preceeding Michael-
mafs next, proceed to the firt fteps of their next annual eletion, and fhall, on Monday immediately
thereafter, finifh and conclude the fame, conform to the rules herein laid down, and that all fucceeding
magiftrats and councills hereby eftablithed fhall annually thereafter, on the Thurfday preceeding Michael-
* mafs, proceed to the fteps of their annual ele&tions, and fhall finith and conclude the fame on the Mon-
day thereafier, according to the diretions herein given. 6fs, That, on Thurfday preceeding Michael-
mafs next, the prefent magiltrates and councill, confifting of faid fixteen perfons, fhall give notice to, and
appoint the prefent deacons of the eight incorporations following, viz. {miths, weavers, wrights, taylors,
fhoemakers, baxters, maffons, and flefhers, to affemble their corporations at their refpedive ufual places
of meeting the fame day, and there and then each of the faid corporations to make and conclude on a leet
or lift of four of their own number, of beft charaéter, molt expert hand labourers in their crafts, burgefles
and freemen of the burgh, and bearing fcott and lott there; and on the fame day to deliver.thefe leets
or lifts to the provoft, or eldelt magifirate in office on the place for the time. 7m0, That, on Friday
- thereafter, (whether it fhall happen to be Michaelmafs day or not), the faid prefent magiftrates and coun-
cill thall conveen, and fhall proceed to examine the faid leets or lits, and out of the faids leets or lifts,
fhall make choife of two perfons, and fhall deliver to each of the faid prefent deacons, or their corpora~
tions refpedtive, a lift of the forefaid two perfons, and the faid corporations, with their faid deacons,
fhall be obliged to aflemble the fame day at their faid ufual places of ‘meeting, and to ele@ one of the a-
forefaid two perfons to be their deacon for the year enfuing ; and the old deacons, with fome of the maf-
ters-of their crafts, thall prefesit the new deacons to the magiftrates'and councill on the Saturday immea=
(diately thereafter. 8vs, That, on the fame Saturday, (whether it fhall happen to be on Michaelmafs day’
or not), the faids prefent magiltrates and councill, confilting of fixteen perfons as aforefaid, fhall affem-
ble, and fhall ele& and choife two merchants and two trades councillors for the ‘enfuing year, and for
filling up the ordinary and extraordinary councill, according to the third rule herein laid down, fhall ele@
and choife three merchants in the characer of old merchant councillors, and two craftfimen in the cha-
* racter of old trades councillors, and immediately thereafter the fame day, fuch of the prefent feven trades
councillors, as fhall not be continued in the councill by a new office or character, fhall be removed from
the councill during the year enfuing, and the eight new deacons to be chofen and prefented as above,
fhall be admitted and received as members of the councill during the enfuing year. -gno, That, on Mon-
day, immediately thereafter the faid provolt, two baillies, dean of gild, thefaurer, nine merchants, and four’
trades councillors old and new, with the eight new deacons, making twenty-fix perfons, thall conveen,.
and fhall, out of the number of merchants on the councill, exclufive of the two new merchant councillors,
ele@ and choife a- provoeft, two baillies, a dean of gild, a thefaurer, an old provoft, two old baillies,.
an old dean of gild, and ane old thefaurer for the enfuing year. .10mo, That, how foon the choife of the
faid-five new and five old magiftrates fhall be made, as aforefaid, the four extraordinary councillors, ‘viz,.
" two ofithe. merchants who fhall not be of the aforefaid new merchant councill, or who fhall. not be chofen
to the office of a old or new magiftrate, and the two crafifmen who are in the chara@er of two old trades
councillors, fhall be removed from the councill, the number of the ordinary- councill being always to be
only twenty-two perfons, who are to have the government and. adminiftration of the burgh alone, except
at the eledtions of magiftrates, in manner above provided. 1 im0, That, annually thereafter, on the. Thuri-
day-preceding Michaclmafs, the faid ordinary councill, confifting of twenty-two perfons, viz. the provoft,
two baillies, dean of: gild, thefaurer, old provoft, two.old baillies, old dean of gild, old. thefaurer, two
merchant:and-twe trades’councillors, with the eight deacons of crafts,. thall conveen, and fhall appoint the

N

forefaid eight -corporations to-affemble that day, and each of them to. make a leet, and to deliver thefe .

leets-the fame. day. to the provoll, or eldeft magiftrate in the place for the time, precifely in. the maaner
directed . in . the apove-fixth article. 120, That annually, on. the Friday thereafter, the faid ordinary
councill fhall conveen, and fhall.ele& two perfons out of each of the faid eight leets, and that fame day
fhall deliver to each of the faid corporations the refpeive lifts of.the forefaid.two perfons ; alfo, that the
_fame.day the faid corporations fhall be obliged to aflemble refpecively, and to choife one- of thofe two per-
fons,_to be given them in.a lift from the councill, as their deacon for the enfuing year, and to prefent the
new . deacons to: the magiftrats and councill on the Saturnday thereafier, precifely in the manner direfed .
by the above feventh.article. 13m0, That, on the Saturnday annually, after the election of the faid dea-
" cons, the faid ordinary councill. of twenty-two perfons fhall: conveen,. and fhall ele and choife two new
merchant councillers; and.two craffifmen, either as two new trades souncillors, or in.the chara&ter of two
old-ones; and, immediately thereafter, the fame day, fhall remove fuch of the faid eight councill deacons
as.Thall.not. be of the.new: councill deacons, and.thall receive.and admitt the eight.new councill deacons, as.
o i . ' . o o menbers.,
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members of the councill during the enfuing year. _14m0, That annually, on the Monday thereafter, the
ordnpary and extraordinary councill, confifting of twenty-fix perfons, viz. the provoft, two baillies, dean
of gild, thefaurer, old provoft, two old baillies, old dean of gild, old thefaurer, four merchant and four
trades councillors, with eight new deacons ef craffts, fhall conveen, and out of the number of mefchants
on the councill, exclufive of the two new merchant councillors, fhall ele& and choife a provolt, two bail-
lies, a dean gf gild, a thefaurer, an old provoft, two old baillies, an old dean, and an old thefaurer, for
the year enfuing. 15m0, That, how foon the choife of the new and old magiftrates {hall be annually made,
the four extraordinary councillours fhall be removed from the ordinary council, in the fame manner as in
the above tenth article is provided to be done after the next ele@ion of magiftrates. 16f, That if, at any
of tl}e dyets hereby appointed for the next annual election, or at any of the dyets of all fucceeding annual
eledtions, any member of the ordinary or extraordinary councill fhall happen to be abfent, the prefent and -
fucceeding councills fhall fupply fuch abfents, by choifing merchants as proxies for fuch abfent merchants,
or crafftfmen as proxies for fuch abfent crafftfmen; or, wheré a vacancy fhall happen by death or other-
wife, the prefent and fucceeding councills fhall fupply the fame, by ele@ing a merchant in place of a mer-
chant, and a crafftfman in place of a craffifman.” 17, For eftablithing harmony and tranquillity in the
burgh, and for preventing inconveniencies that may arife from caballing and faction, all meetings and
convocations of merchants among themfelves, or of craffifmen among themfelves or with their deacons,
or of the deacons among themfelves, for canvafling, or treating on any part of the adminiftration of the

-burgh, efpecially touching any part of the annual ele@ions, are hereby exprefsly difcharged ; provided ne-

verthelefs, that the dean of gild may affemble his brethren for doing of their own affairs, according to the
laws of the gildrie; and that each of the faid eight craflts may conveen by themfelves, at their ufual pla-
ces of meeting, for leeting and choifing their deacons at the times hereby appointed, and for making of
maflers, receiving of prentices, for tryal of their handy work, and for mannaging their common ftocks
allenarly. - 18m0, For preventing micheiffs that may, arife, from-concerts or engagements that may be
made or entered into by fuch of the councill as are merchants, among themfelves, or by fuch of the coun-
cill as are crafftfmen, among themfelves, fot influencing or carrying all or any part of ane cleQion out.of
the regular wdy known by the name of chapeling, whereby members are not at liberty to proceed accor-

- ding to their confciences, but according to the opinion of a majority, were it never fo wrong : therefore,

all fuch concerts, engagements, and chapeling, are hereby exprefsly difcharged, -and declaired to be a
manifeft tranfgreflion of thir prefents; and the faid prefent and fucceeding magiltrates and councill are
hereby required and appointed to proceed in every ftep of the next and fucceeding annual eledtions, pre-
cifely according to the rules here laid down, . with concord and harmdny, and to have always in their view
the peace and profperity of the burgh. 19z, For preventing any difpute that may arife among the mem-
bers of the councill, touching precedency in the councill, or elfewhere, by reafon of the alterations in their
conflitution hereby made, it is hereby determined, that, in the councill rolls, the provoft fhall be firlt
called, the two baillies according to their feniority next, the dean of gild next, the thefaurer next; that -
the fame rule fhall be obferved among the five old magiﬂrates ;. that the two merchant councillors fhall, . .
accprdipg to their feniority, be called next to the old treafurer ; the two trades councillers, according to
their feniority, fhall be called next; and the eight council deacons fhall be called next, in the following

- order, viz. {mith, weaver, wright, tailor, fhoemaker, baxter, mafon, and flefher ; and that this regula-

tion, concerning precedency in the councill, fhall take place touching the fame every where. zoms, And

" wee the faids arbiters do hereby declair, that.the former decreet-arbitral, pronounced by the Royal Bir-

rows the 1oth day of July 1718 years, thall remain in full force, except in fo far as it is hereby varied

- from and altered : And we hereby decern and ordain the parties fubmitting, and their conftituents, to

make thefe prefents their rule in évery matter and thing relating to the eleGion of their magillrates and
counclll,’ and to perform and fulfill the fame, under the penalty mentioned\j\n‘the forefaid {fubmiffion: And
we appoint,. that thir prefents may be regiftrate; and that execution may-be\iffued hereonm, in manner as is
provided in the forefaid fubmiffion. In witnefs whereof, (written on ftamped paper by William Vaffie fer-
vitor to the faid George Irving) we have figned-thefe prefents, place, day, moneth, and year of God fore-
faid, before thefe witneffes, John Cant clerk of Inverkeithing, and the faid William Vaffie," witneffes alfo

- to the two marginal notes written by the faid William Vaflie, and figned by the faid George Drummond,

at our appointment. . Sic Jubferibitur, Geo. Drummond, Ja. Johnfton, P. Lindfay, James Barclay, Hen.
Cunninghame, Patrick Erfkine, Arch. M¢Aullay, Geo. Irving. Jom. Cant witnefs.” Will. Veflie-witnefs:

Folleav;
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Follows the fubfequent A@s of the Annual Committee of the Royal Boroughs, relative to the
. foregoing Decreet-arbitral, appointed to be recorded by Act the 10th Fuly 1725

Edinbureh, the twenty-fifth of Auguft.1724 years; the which day, the prefes of the annual committee
laid befgre%h:sm ane lettyer to.him frfm Cai)tiinyl’etcr Halkett, one of the council of the burgh of Dum-
fermling, praying, in their name, that the annual committee would be pleafed to explain the fixth article
of the fett and decreet-arbitral of the faid burgh, anent the perfuns’ who are capable of voting in the ma-
king of leets for deacons, or voting in the eletions of deacons : Which being read in prefénce of the com-
mittee, and they having confidered the fett and decrect-arl?itral of the faid bargh, it is their unanimous o-
pinion, that none are qualifyed, or can be allowed to vote in making. of the leets for deacons, or to.vote in
‘eleting the deacons of the faid burgh, except fuch perfons as are burgefles freemen of the faid burgh re-
fiding in the place, hand-labourers in their ¢raffts, and b;armg fcott 'and lott in the burgh ;. and aRp91nt
the fame to be {irictly obferved in the enfuing eletions for deacons in the faid burgh. Sic fubfribitur,
Geo. Drummond prefes, P. Lindfay, St Andrew’s, Geo. Irving for Sanqubar, Arch,lbald M<Aulay for

Dumbarton.

,Félloiv: ane other At of the Aﬂnual Compiittee .alfo appointed o 'be,-fecorded,’ relative to the

mew Sett of the faid Burgh.

Edinburgh, the feventeenth day of September 1724 years ; the which day the prefes of the annual com-

_mittee laid before them two feveral letters, one from Robert and Mr John Walkers, prefent bailies of the

burgh of Dumfermling, in name of the town councill of the faid burgh, dated the tw.elf'th inftant, and f:l;e
.other from John ‘Wilfon and Robert Anderfon in Dumfermling, dated the feventh infant, both praying
.that the annual committee would be pleafed to fend one or two of their number to the faid burgh of Dum-
fermling, o Wednefday the twenty-third inftant, to overfee the enfuing elections in the faid burgh, and te
_explain what parts of the new decree-arbitral and fett.of the faid burgh may happen to be con{ravertegl,
that the faid ele@tions may be carryed on according to the true meaning of the faid decreet-arbitral, and
the peace of the burgh may be eftablithed in all time coming ; which being read in prefence of the com-
mittee, they appoint Archibald M<Aullay afleffor for the burgh of Dumbarton, George Irving commif-
fioner for the burgh of Sanquhar, and John Hogg affeflor for the burgh of Campleton, or any two of them,
as a fub-committee to meet at the faid burgh of Dumfermling, upon ‘Wednefday next being tl}e twenty-
third inftant, whem they authorize and empower to determine all differences that may happen in the ffnd
ele@ions, agreeable to the meaning and intent.of the faid decreet-arbitral, that the peace-of the faid burgh
may be eftablifhed in time coming ; and.ordain all perfons concerned in the fuid eledtions to give ready
obedicnce to what the faid fub-committee fhall fae determine, conform to the powers given to the annual
committee by the fourty-fecond a@ of the laft general convention ; fic fubferibitur, Geo. Drummond praefes,
Geo. Irving for Sanquhar, J. Nimmo for Inverrarie, Archibald M‘Aullay for Dumbartown.

approving theresf, alfo appointed to be recorded.

Edinburgh,.the tenth day of July, 1725 j'ears. The which day, in prefence gf the annual committee, the
.committee appointed to overfee the eledions at the burgh of Dumfermling in September lalt, reported,

Follows the proceedings of the fub-committee above named, and ane act of the annual committee

y

that they had mett at the faid burgh, upon the twenty-third day of the faid month, and after reading

. .the appointment of the annoal committee to tlre magifltrates of' the {aid l?nrgh, Rol?ert Woalker, one of the
then prefent baillies thereof, produced to them a paper, fubferibed by him, as fpecially empowered by ane

ac of councili of the faid burgh,' containin§ {even quaeries, touching the fenfe and meaning of the late . :

.a& of {ett, authorized by the convention of burrows for the faid burgh; as alfo, . Robert Anderfon mer-
chant in the faid burgh, and William Walker, then prefent deacon of the fhoemakers, appeared for them-
felves, and on behalf of other crafifmen of Dumfermling, and others, who were partys with the magi-

ftrates and town councill, in the fubmiflion whereon the faid a& of fett proceeded ; and produced to the .

fub-committee a paper fubferibed by them, containing ten quaeries,” alfo touching the fenfe and import

of the faid ac of ftt; to all which quagries, they, the committee, mett at the faid burgh .of Dumfc;'rm-'
o ’ - o . o - ling,.
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ling, did then give their opinion and anfwers in writing ; and which feveral quaeries, with the opinion of
the fub-committee thereanent, being this day read in prefence of the annual committee, they find, that
the anfwers given by the fub-committee to the feveral quaeries above mentioned, are agreeable to the new
fett appointed for the faid burgh of Dumfermling, and to the true meaning and intent thereof; and there-
fore, the annual committee approve of the opinion and report of the faid {ub-committee thereancnt, and
appoint the faid quaeries and proceedings of the fub-committee, with the ads relative thereto, to be re-
corded in the regifter appointed for the fetts of the royall burrows, and extraéts thereof to be given out to
all partys concerned, who fhall require the fame; and of which quaeries and anfivers, the tenor follows:
Quacries offered to the fub-committee of the royal burrows, by the town council of Dumfermling. 11,
In cafe of the death of a provoft, or old provoft, in ane interval betwixt ele®ions, Quacritur, if the ordi~
nary councill for the time may not choife a provolt or ane old provoft in their roome to bear thefe offices,
till the Michaelmafs next thereafter, the provolt or eld provoft fo chofen, being only merchant or gild
brother of the burgh. 24b, In cafe a provoft or old provoft be abfent at any meeting of the councill,
Quaeritur, If the councill may not choice a proxie to vote for them in their abfence, though the proxie
have no other qualifications, but of being either merchant or gild brother of the burgh; by the decreet
arbitral, none can be elected on the leet of four, nor ele&ted deacon of a craft, but hand-labourers in their
craft; and, by the a& of the annual committee, none can be allowed to vote in the leet for deacons, nor
for deacons, but hand-labourers in their crafts. 3tio, Quaritur, primo, if ane burgefs and freeman of a
craft, who is an inhabitant, and pays cefs, though he was never capable to work in that craft, or who
never exerced that craft, can be reckoned a hand-labourer in that craft, foe as to be qualified to vote in
the eletion of deacons, or to be chofen a deacon ? 4fo, Quaeritur, fecundos, If a burgefs or freeman of a
croft, who is inhabitant and pays cefs, and is capable to work in that croft, and a&ually exercifed that
croft for feveral years, though he do net now work at his croft, can fill be reckoned a hand labourer, fos

.as to be qualified to vote in the elecion of deacons, or to be chofen a deacon? 5to, Quacritur, If a bur.

gefs and freeman of a croft, who is inhabitant and hand-labourer in his croft, but is 2 militia-man of the
burgh, can be allowed to vote in the eleflion of a deacon, or can be chofen a deacon? 65, In cafe any
contraverfy thall happen anent the qualifications of the voters at the eleion of the leet of four, or at the
eledtions of deacons, foe as to occafion a contraverted election, Quaeritur, Whether the conveener court,
as was formerly ufual, or, in cafe of appeal from them, the magiftrats and council, fhall fammarly decide
the contraverfy ? 7m0, David Dalgletth and Andrew Duncan, complain, that they and fome other craftf-
men have been (by a vote of their refpective corporations) turned off their trade, and not allowed to meet
‘with them, or vote in their affairs, for no reafon but their owning their conveener; and the deacons and
conjun&ts whom the committee of the convention of burrows found duly ele@ed, and they being inform-
_ed that they are to be debarred from a vote at the enfuing eledtion of deacons, and leet for deacons?

"Ruaritur, Whether they can be juftly debarred from their free vote ? And its humbly defired the honour-
able committee may order the redification of fuch abufes, fic fubferibitar, R. Walker. Quaeries upon the
new fett of the burgh of Dumfermling, to be laid before the committee of the general convention of the
royal burrows, by Robert Anderfon and William Walker : 170, Quaeritur; If, or not, by the fecond article
of the fett, the ele@ors of prefent and old provoft, are allowed to extend thefe offices to perfons without
the burgh, and to the ele@ing of baillies who are not merchants. and adtual traffedters within the burgh,
contrair to the a& James IVth Parlidment 6th c. 8oth, and James VIth Parliament zoth cap. 8th? 2ds,
If a provolt or old provoft may -be continued during life, or what number of years? 3t/, Anent the
fourth article,” Quacritur, How many years a merchant counciller may continue on the councill, and if,

,or not, they may circulat the offices of magiftracy among themielves ; and if there is & neceflity that fome

of the merchant councillors goe off the councill annually ? - Quaeritur, How many, and how, and afrer

.what manner they arg to be.voted out, and others elected in their roome. ¢ As to the explanation of the

¢ fixth article, dated 25th Augult 1724, by which it’s provided, That none are qualitied, or can be al-
¢ Jowed to vote in making of the leets for deacons, or to vote in the eleding of deacons, except burgefles
¢ freemen of the burgh refiding therein, hand-labourers in their crafts, and bearing feott and lott.””  1m,

. Secing dyers, glovers, glafiers, fclaiters, and faidlers, are none of them diftin® incorporations, nor are
.any of them reltricted to enter with a particular trade, but may exerce their hardy-crofts within burgh,
_without being entered with any corporation, ' Quaeritur, 1f any of tholc who are entered wirth 2 particular

corporation, can be allowed t6 vote in the eleting of a deacon, for that trade with whom they are incci-
porat ? 2ds,” Quaeritir, If militia-men, who are afual tradefmen, are capable to ele@, or be eledted
deacons? 3tio, Quacritur, If the town officers are capable to ele@ ! &c. 4f0, If the town cultomer is ca- -

~ pable.to.eledt » &e¢. 50, If perfons, who for ordinary receive’ charity for the fubfiftence of. their. familys,
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are capable to ele®? 610, If perfons, who have formerly laid afide their trade, and who have no fhops of
their own, and who work in their neighbour’s fhops now and then, to obtain a vote at the eleions, are.
capable to ele@ ? 7m0, If the votes run equal in making up of the leets, or eleting of a deacon, Quac-
ritur, How the fame fhall be determined, and if the prefent deacon, who may be fuppofed a party, is to
have the firlt vote of the trade, and likeways the decifive vote, in cafe of an equality ? 8vo, If ane adual

tradefihan, who isliving in family with his father, is capable to ele&t ? gns, Whereas, by the fixteenth

article, it is provided, that in<afe a vacancy fhall happen by death or otherways, the prefent and fucceed-
ing councill fhall fupply the fame, by elefting a merchant in place of a merchant, and a craft{man in place
of a craftfman, Quaeritur, In cafe a deacon fhall happen to dye, if the councill thall choife a deacon for
that corporation for the reft of the year then to run? 1ome, If a perfon, who is abfent, can fubflitute by
a write under his hand, to vote in his ftead, or to leave his vote in wryte? Sic /ubﬁribitw:, Robert Ander-
fon, William Walker. . .

Follows the épim'on and anfwers of the fub-committee of the Royal Burrows, met at the ‘burgh
of Dumfermling upon the twenty-third day of September 1724, to the foregoing quaeries. -

The which day, the faid fab-committee, having fully confidered the at of fett of the faid burgh, wich

the ad of the annual committee relative thereto, dated the twenty-fyfth day of Auguft, together with the
-quaeries offered by the magiftrates and town councill, do fiad, rmo, That, on the event of the death of a
provoft or old provoft, in the intervalls betwixt ¢le@ions, their offices may be fupplied, the provoft by the
ordinary and extraordinary councill, confifting of twenty-fix perfons, that is, two baillies, dean of gild,
thefaurer, old provoft, two old baillies, old dean of gild, old thefaurer, two merchant, and two trades
councillors, two cld merchaat, and two old trades councillors, who voted in-the ele®tion immediatey pre-
ceeding, or proxics, in cafe of any of their abfence or death, a proxie for the provoft deceaft, together
with the eight deacons of crafts, The old provoft may be éle&ted by the ordinary councill, or their quo-
rum. - That no other qualifications are neceflary to thefe, than the qualifications direéted by a& of fett,
which is, that they be either merchant or gild brother. 24, That the dbfence of a provoft or old provott,
at any meeting of the councill, other than the meetings appointed by the a& of fett for the-different fteps
of the annual election, needs not to be fupplyed by a proxie. That at the meetings appointed for the dif-
ferent fteps of the annual elections, the abfence of any member muft be :fupplyed by a proxie, who muit
be qualifyed according to the qualifications required by the a& of fett to be in the perfon whom he repres
fents. 3ti, That all fuch perfons, who are named in thefealls of caufes granted to the feveral incorpe-
.rations, and who refide and bear fcott and lott, muft be deemed members, and capable of ele®ing or be-
ing eledted a deacon, .they being in the real-exercife of the imployment or craft, which they exercifed at
the granting of the feals.of caufe. 49, That all craftfmen, during their not being in the real exercife of
their craft, or in‘the exercife of the imployment which they exercifed when the feals of caufe were granted,
‘though refiding and bearing fcot and lott, are incapable of eledting or being eledted.  s#, That fuch
craftfmen as are militia-men, are incapable of ele@ing or being ele@ted deacon, becaufe they bear no feott

~nor Jott, are {fervants to the bur§11, and prefumed to be under the influence of the magiftrates und coun-

«cill. 60, That the decifion of all contraverfies that fhall arife, touching the leiting for, or eledling
of deacons, belongs to the magiftrates and councill, and not to_the deacon conveener’s court as formerly,
qmo, That the cognizance ot the complaint entered by David Dalgleith and Andrew Duncan, does not
appear to be comprehended under the powers granted to the fub-committee. However, fince their opi-

. nion thereof is afkett, they humbly think that the faid David Dalgleith and Andrew Duncan, their adhe~
rence to their conveener and his court, is no reafon relevant to infer a deprivation of their titles to be .

members of their incorporations, but that their incorporation’s-procedure againft them therein is illegal and
unwarrantable, and that they have ftill a right of ele@ing or being elected deacons : And the fub-commit-
-tee having alfo confidered the forefaid quaeries offered by the faid Robert Anderfon and William Walker,
with the forefaid act of {ett and a& of the annual committee, they find, 1m0, That, by the fecond article
of fett, any perfon who is a merchant or gild-brother, though.he do not refide, is capable of being elected
sprovolt or old provoft : That no perfon is capable to be eledted to the office of a baillie, but he who is a
merchant or gild brother, refiding and bearing fcott and lott. ~ 24s, That a provoft or old provolt muft be
~annually eleted ; ‘but there is no limitation as to the time of their continnance in thefe offices : 3#,” That

" merchant councillors muft be annually chofen, and cannot continue on the councill as fuch longer than two
~"years together : That they are capable to be chofen to the office of new or old magiftrate, under the limi-

tations and directions mentioned in the faid a& of fett : That two merchants, who are not new merchant
: : ) e .councillors,

“bear fcott and lott with the incorporation, and in the adtual exercife-of their crafft,
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councillors, and who are not ele@ed to the office of ane old or new magiftrate, muft go off the councill an-
nually, fo foon as the annual eleGions of magiftrats and old magiftrats are finifht, in the manner dire&ed
by the tenth article of the fett. -4, That fuch perfons as are dyers, glovers, glaffiers, fclaiters, faidlers,
or of employments other than the eight incorporate craffts or deaconrys, who are originally members of
thefe crafts, by being named int the feals of caufes granted to them, and who are in the real exercife of thefe
other employments, which they exercifed when the feals of caufe were granted, and who refide and Bear
{cott and lott, are capable of ele@ting and being ele@ted deacons: That all other perfons who are of em-
ployments different from the crafft wherein they are entered members, and who are not named in the
fealls of caufes, aré incapable of ele&ing‘ or being elefted deacon ; becaufe thefe feals of caufes doe not au=
thorize the incorporations to afflume members who are not of their own crafft and employment. §to, That
militia-men and town-officers are incapable of eleing or being elefted a deacon, though a&ual crafftfmen
during their holding of thefe offices, becaufe they are prefumed to be under the influence of the magiltrates

"and councill : That James Walker prefent deacon of the wrights, and prefent tackfman of the town’s cuf-
-toms, may conveen his incorporation, in order to make a leet for and eleiting of a deacon, according to
the rules laid down by the a& of fett; but that he, nor no other tradefman, while they colle& or farm the ~

town’s cuftoms, fhould be capable hereafter to be lected for or eletted a deacon, or to be a trades coun-
cillor, but only thould be capable to vote in the leeting and elefting a deacon : That perfons who are indi-
gent, and in ufe to receive charity, are incapable of ele®ting or being ele@ted deacons, while they contiriue
in thefe circumftances. . 62, That a crafftfman, while he has laid afide the exercife of his craft, is inca~
pable of eledting or being ele®ted a deacon: That while a crafftfman has not a thop of his own wherein he
works, for at leaft the {pace of three months preceeding ane annual elecion, and is not ftented for his trade,
muft be prefumed to have laid afide his craffc. 9mo, That the deacon, in leeting for or eledting of a dea-
comn, vote firlt ; and, when the votes run equal, that the deacon thould have alfo the decifive vote : That
the late deacon, in abfence of the prefent deacon, fhall affemble his incorporation for leeting and electing
as aforefaid, and fhall prefide and aét as deacon, and have the decifive vote, in cafc of ane equality of votes,
as the deacons. 8vo, That a crafftfthan, living in family with his father; and who is in the real exercife
‘of his craft, and ftented therefore, is capable of elefing or being ele@ted a deacon. gms, That, on the
death of a deacon, the old deacon or box-mafter fhould conveen his incorporation, and make a leet of four,
‘and deliver the fame into the councill : That the councill fhould choice two out of that four:.That the
incorporation fhould choife a deacon out of that two, who is to be received in the terms of the ac of fett
for the remaining fpace of that year. 10ms, That no member of the . councill, ordinary or extraordinary,

- can fupply his own abfence by his appointing a proxie for himfelf ; but the abfence of any member in any

fteps of the annual eledtions, muft be fupplied by a proxy to be appointed by the councill, according to the
_dire&ions in the aé of fett ; and the fub-committee recommended unity and harmony to all the. perfons

concerned, as they regarded the peace and welfare of their burgh ; fic fubferibitur, Archd M¢Aulay for

Dumbarton, Geo. Irving for Sanquhar.

In the annual committee of the Royal Burrows, holden at Edinburgh the 9th day of Fuly 1731
years, . S o,
The which day, the committee elected Patrick Lindfay, Efq; prefent lord provoft-of Edinburgh, to be

their prefes.  The fame day, the committee having, conform to a remitt of the lalt general convention to

them, taken into their confideration the petition of James Smith.deacon of the incorporation of fmyths of

‘the burgh of Dumfermling, for himfelf,» and in name and behaif-of the remanent members of the faid in-

corporation, craving, that the convention would, by their a&, declair, That, under the denomination of

fmyths were comprehended -blackfmyths, copperfimyths, peutherers, faidlers, lockfmyths, cutlers, lorimers

-or fpurriers, gunfmyths, white-iron fmyths, fword-{lippers, and belt-makers, ‘and to allow the faid feveral

. above-mentioned arts, in common, the privilege of elefting and being eleéted deacons of the faid incor~

-poration of fmyths, in all time coming, conform to the antient, conftant, and uniforme cuftom of the faid
burgh of Dumfermling ; and they having alfo-confidered the laft fett of the faid burgh, and the fubfe-
quent queries, and the anfwers made by the committee mett at Dumfermling to the faid queries, with the

a& of the town-council of the faid burgh made thereanent, upon the sth of July inftant, the committee

:are of opinion, That any freeman tradefman exercifing any.trade, who were lawfully incorporated, and
.were in ufe as fuch to vote in-the eleftion: of deacon, before the laft fett dated the 13th day of July 1524
.years, may ftill ele®, and be elected as deacon of the incorporation: in which they are now freemen, and

v

i




B o 0 U U O

ey

Pt

I RV .

and when thefe of the old council, who are defirous of ane eafe, have dimitted their offices, they choofe as
many new councillors in their roome to keep up the number ; and, firft, they eled the provoft, then lects
five of the councill, and choofes two.out of them baillies for.the en(uing year ; next leets three, and cheofes
the dean of guild; and lalt two, and choofes the treafurer, all {wearing the oaths de fideli and fecrecie, and
taking and figning the publick oaths, &c. for.the time ordered to be taken, .and the burrow letter anent
cledts read immediately thereafter. . - A ) B
'The above fett has been the ordinary of this burgh thefe forty years bygone and upwards, as witnefs
oyghands the prefent bailies thereof, at Innerkething, the fixteenth day of June 1709 years ; /i [fubferibi-
tury Wm. Henderfon, Ja. Dudgeon, =~ = = =7 7 o .oTo T e o
In the general convention of the royal burrows of Scotland, holden at Edinburgh, the tenth day of July
1716 ; the which day, the convention having heard a petition from the magilirates and council of the
burgh of Innerkeithing, defiring the approbation and ratification of the royal burrows ‘to ane aét of their’
- * town council, for the better regulating of their ele@tions in time coming, dated the ninth day of July inft.

* - and having heard the faid a& read in their prefence, they ratified and approved thereof for the rule of e-
le@ion of their magiftrates in time coming, and ordained the faid a& to be recorded-in the borrow court
books, after diffolving of this prefent convention ; and of which aé the tenorfollows : « At Inmerkeithing,
¢ the ninth day of- July 1716 years; the which day, the provolt, baillies, and town 'council of the faid
« burgh, taking to their confideration th: prefent rule and fert, eftablifhing the manner ok eledlion of
¢ magiltrates and town council within the burgh, and finding that many inconveniencies has "happen-’
¢ ed by reafon that the fett is not expreft as to the time the magiltrates can continue in'their office; and -

~¢¢ in regard that it is the pradtice of the mof part of the well regulate burrows within . this kingdom to’
¢ change their office-bearers annually, or once in the two years at fartheft ; for preventing of ‘which in-

- ¢ coriveniencies in time coming, and that the magiftrates within burgh may be putt upon the fame footing
< of the other burrows of this kingdom ; and that the qnhabitants of thi$ burgh may have accefs to ferve’
¢ in the office of magiftracy in their turn, according to their capacity, the magiltrates and council, #emine -
“ contradicente, enats and ordains, that, in all time coming, no man fhall be capible of bearing the office

+ ¢ of bailie, dean of gild, or treafurer, within burgh, longer than for the fpace of two ‘years after his being
¢ eleted : But at the annual ele@ion after’ the faid fpace, the baillies and council faall be holden and °
< obliged to proceed to eletion of other well qualified perfons in their room. ~And furder ena&s and or~
¢ ddins, that no man fhall be capable of being elected baillie, dean of guild, or treafurer, unlefs he has been
¢ in the office of 2 common counciler immediately for two years before, and that none can be elected either
¢ baillie or dean of guild but thofe who have been treafurer or in the fame office before; and appoints -

<% John Caul, their prefent commiffioner to the convention of the royal burrows, ‘prefently fitting at Edin-*-
-8 o 'y
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A At Edinburgh, the 2oth day of Fuly 1733 years. 7
The which day, the annual committee of the Royal Burrows having heard the petition in name of the
wrights and coupars of Dumfermling, by the deacon of the faid incorporation,. remitted to them by the
J general convention, with the anfwers given in thereto ; as alfo a commiflion to the petitioners, figned by a
) great many of the incorporation ; and the faid petitioners being interrogate, if this was purfued upon the
) public charges of the faid incorporation, or at the charge of the perfons granting commiflion for that ¢f-
} feét ? they declared, in prefence of the committee, That  the faid incorporation fhould be burdened with

o s R

; no part of the faid charge} and the committee having alfo heard a letter from the baillies and council of
Fﬁh the faid burgh thereanent, they fub-committ to the burghs of Edinburgh, St Andrew’s,’ Bruntifland, and

Sanquhar, to confider the fett of the faid burgh, with ihe former procedure of the committee and fub-
committee upon a former complaint, and to prepare ane opinion thereupon againft the next meeting of
i the committee : Accordingly, the forefaid fub-¢ommittee, appointed to confider the petition of John Hut-
: ‘ton deacon of the incorporation of the wrights of Dumfermling, in name.of the faid incorporation, upon
i . the third day of Auguft following, reported, That they having confidered the fame, with the anfwers made
W thereto by James Noble and James Clerk fclaiters there, and others of the fame incorporation, and having'
i alfo confidered the fett of the faid burgh, dated the 13th of July 1724, with the 4th article of the pro-
b ceedings of a fub-committee met at Drmfermling, dated the 23d day of September the faid year, toge-
ther with ane ad’ of the annual committee, dated the gth of July r731, all referred to in the faid petition.
and anfwers, were humbly of opinion, That, fince it does not appear that the faid incorpoi'atioh had, by .
their feal of caufe, a power to aflume_glaziers and fclaiters, or any other bye-art, therefore, fuch aflump-
tion is invalid and ineffetual, unlefs the want of fuch power had been fupplied by the acquiefcence and
homologation of the magiftrats and town-council of Dumfermling ; but, fince it does appear from the an-
fwers, and uncontradifled by the petitioners, that, in the feal of caufe, there are feveral perfons original
members, who were glaziers, anceftors to fome ‘of the prefent anfwerers, and who had been the office of
deacon, and that fclaiters and glaizers have been in ufe to choice and be chofen deacons, and bear other .
publick offices in the faid incorporation, and that there is'nothing in the late feit contradictory thereto, and
that the fame has been acquiefced in and homologated by the faid magiftrates and town-councily as’ is
vouthed by a miffive letter from the faid magiftrates and town-council, addreffed to the prefes of thé an- -
nual committee, bearing date the 19th of July laft; therefore, that the glaziers, fclaiters, and other bye-
arts, who were affumed by the faid incorporation, and owned and acknowledged as fuch by the faid ma- -
giftrates and town-council, as aforefaid, and who are in'the real exercife of their employments, ‘and who.
refide and bear fcott and lott in the burgh, are eapable of elefting and being ele@ted deacons of the incor-
[ poration of wrights of Dumfermling, and the other offices of the faid incorporation ; which report; and
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‘burgh, to apply for the ratification of this prefent a&, whereupon the fame is figned by us, day, month,"
“ place, and year of God above written 5 /ic_fubferibitur, Rofeberrie p. John Cant, James.Steedman, bail-"
n I ] : : port,” ar ¢ lies, William Deas dean of guild,” James Bowers treafurer,” Francis Henderfon, Robert Main,” Thomas
the writes therein referred to, being confidered by the annual. committee, they approve of the faid report, ¢ _Anderfoh, John Deas, James Graham, Geo. Smiton, John Craich,  William ‘Hodge, James Stenhoufe,’
and find, decern, and declare accordingly.—Extracted from the records of the general convention of the , « councilers. " Extracted by (/fic fubferibitur) William Charters dept.” = 7« " - . -« i et
" In the generai convention of royal burrows,” holden at Edinburgh, the ninth day of July 1717; the -

Royal Burrows of Scotland,. upon this and the forty-five preceding pages, by me .their conjund general
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cons of thg incorporations of the town of Innerkeithing was remitted, reported, that they having confidered
.. the fame, and alfo having feen a petition from the dean of gild, and ane extra& from the guild court books,
, all craving that the five deacons of craffts, wjz. hammiermen, weavers, baxters, tailors, and {hoemakers,
might be admitted councilers of the faid burgh of Innerkeithing yearly, ex oficio, they were of opinion, that
the convention fhould ratify and approve of "the fame, under the provifions following, which is in the
terms of the dean of gild’s and gildry their petition, viz. that the faid deacons fhall have. no  conveener.
2do, That the number of gild councillers.fhould exceed the number of trades councillers : - And, 3tio, That
the deacons, hereafter to be eledted, fhall be ele@ed conform to the fett of the burgh in all points. ~ Which -
report being confidered by the convention, they approve of the report, and appoint this a& to be recorded, =
with the other fetts of tlie burrows, after diffolving this convention, - Extradted by, &ec. 7l g
SR sl s v TOHNCDUNDALS
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gHr: Celerk. ' . , e . " which day, upon application from the burgh of Invérkeithing, the convention allowed the faid burgh to

i .. ‘ - o . "JOHN DUNDAS. c¢hoofe fuch pel:rfons to be treafurers of thé%' faid burgh as thgy thall think fit, although the faids pegrfons(

i R T - . - I WL B T A have not been two years upon their council, any thing in the contrary in the former fett notwithftanding. -

i - T S NOTE. Ty "Edinburgh, the feventh day of July 1742 yeais; the which day, in the general convention .of the royal

31:0 . Guipry, about zoo. . .. . T U R TR I boroughs of Scotland, the committee,.tq whom the petition given in by Andrew Tulloch, and other dea-
; Herrrors. © The number of heritors who are not burgefles, is not mentioned; but thefé and the honos. r 2 i ’

- yary burgeffes are faid to amount together to 120.

- IncorroraTions, 8; and the number of members conne@ted with them is about 365,
Inpanrrants, about 6ooo. o o PR i ‘

% INVERKEITHING
- THE council confilts of fifteen perfons at leaft, viz. the provolt, two baillies, the dean of guild; and
- treafurer,'and ten or moe inhabitants burgeffes. They proceed in their ele&ions thus: Upon the twenty-
- sinth day of September yearly, the magiltrates and old council meets in the: forenoon within their tolbuith,
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cordingly done, the convention decerned and ordained the prefent magifir
burgh to continue till Michaelmafs next, and remitted to the committee appointed to fitt, after diffolving
of this prefent convention, to make z fett to be the rule of elettion of the magiltrates and council of the
faid burgh in time coming, from and after the faid ‘term of Michaelmafs next, -and recommended to the
burghs of Ldinburgh, Linlithgow, Inverkeitliing, and Dumfermling, or any one of them, to fee the faid

fett.duly obferved, and ordained them to report their dilligence to the next general convention, )
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ates and council of the fuld |
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“AT Culrofs, the 1ft 'day of Septemwher, 1658. The ?hilk day the cpmnlxjn'ﬁion;rs ofbb_urr:;svsd?:'::r IIIVT;" |
med, to witt -’D:wid Wilkie dean of gild of Edinburgh, Thomas Km_q;}ld c 1ru.r§l;eon, Aux('ig Glen’ Mz
:.l'ho’mas Patf.:rfon late dean of gild of Perth, Dfugc:m ;\{Ilalyg deag 0\&]’%}??::??;;;}:&?%}@}5& r(;?vDumfe};m‘ _

g F Linlithy avid Scton late baillie of Burntifland, an illie : oft of - Dumterm.
lvig& 0? le;lcl;bhet}i‘:ég\c\:; tlc?:l:‘eczlébl of burrows made in the general convention at Edm:).urgh% lg julgr::;)[i,r ;r:d
* ? ing the faids commiflioners to conveen at the faid burgh of Culrofs, for fettling °h the {r_x ‘o the

Vgaé:;?tly ogf their toan councill, and for the well (’)thh; merchax:lt trgde‘ﬁfogh:hefa;gdbbﬂrrggﬁ c;ntgzgl o the

Cardar . . ir eletione. - That the magiltrates an council] of the {; g aelr next e

: ?elg?é.,c."ﬁ;?}infge'geﬁf ‘:)fe;,ild in the fuid bmigh, a§ is at more length contained fm l:he fdxllc(li ia[;ié;ﬁot;) l;utxi::\;; i
the fai:is‘commiﬁioners,-a’ftér mature ' deliberatione upon tre mt:ormat_lc%n ﬁ . ; g l(’::;r_ ition of hought
burgh, and of the number and quality of the burge’ﬂ’es,and 1nhab1ta}1tsr§ tf eh axvumbegr :)fninetc'en’pcr;‘
ﬁtt“t]’mt the town councill, (the magiﬁraﬁes.being Vln’clude’d), thall con 11 of the I':e uber of ainctsen per-’
foi:s in'all time coming ¢ To witt, twelve merchants,’ wher?of_ there is always to fix who ar- r'aders e
been adual traffiking merchants, and the other fix to confift pfvfe:ajfanfpg npgn, an e e !;dr-
maltmen and wine vintners, and fuch as are not under the corporation o g?le heaico:,e beir ogurs ways bur-

- gefles and inhabitants within the burgh, bearing all portable charges wyt__ft ehx-‘ n gaft[men’ and the
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g?i?:: ;;;?fe‘r oyf tyhe‘f orefiiid twelve merchants, ‘éxcepting one baillie to bltle chg{;nayq:;lrzr.og; ((l)  the fore.
faid feven crafts counciilers, providing he be not for that year both ba1 u:datt;l ‘x::defa’tor d the whole
feven deacons to have ane vote at the yearly eledtion of the ‘magiftrates ; an de moderator of the town,
e il for the time to have two votes at the yearly eledtion, if need beis: ' And the ]a} ds commifioners
(ci(c)(l:l:ri:saolfd ordains, That the haill 'pfe'tixviﬂésf'bé“};eepzd —ircx!vioiaﬁlﬁ'isa:&stzzdczr:g;t;;g:te‘:j bzrinfé:t clection .
- decerns ¢ \d ordains, iHatthe e coming s and ordains | { dinance to be infert and re«
! th_e_x.naglllﬁr:l(; egiia:g]h;zil;ntix)loig 'zlf] (tllx?l)rco{c‘somlzgné, as to the eltablifhing of the gildrie, E}icﬂyeyf?l:s ‘cﬁ?é .
e 19“$d'e' Egrhéﬂl ' recommend to the magiftrates and town  councill, at their, next ele (110;}1;- &?e‘ah &
m!mpl?g;s" v déan bfy ild and his council, conform to the a& of the burrows ’fo?efa\.d, and. ['fet‘ o -
and chofe aﬁef n out )o% ‘the numbér of the forefaid twelve merchants, and his "council to coxll1 if of four

' :g'}{g ';0 ;l.:i‘:e,ﬁ‘? ~eWith the forefaid dean of g-ild.ﬁ « As alfo, ‘the faids commiflioners, .conﬁd_e:ru:!g ‘ct'a :’efbléwﬁé‘r? .

ik ‘ o ft r'ef the ]’Equ'of Kinkardine his family in this place, and for the more .unammopfs Ig:inll))ﬁr' ableper.

? ) ;ere, 'oée and ’é)\nca'rfying'of the premifles, do héé_rgbygppomf ,tlt‘lewCO_T}'lml_fﬁODXi“ 9 i Bru%e’brothér-' y

" hi 'ErmgnLi;‘)lithu ow; or any two, or more of them, to de'a},,'\rﬁ'}t’:h, and "?f?"@ ‘ e).[;{nc tal for Promo-
i . zgcaj:n;n to theg{aid,noble Earl, of-the bur o'ws‘»tgcilj {)A;dlikqanc;‘,hjchalti ﬁia‘rga}b Eﬁc::l YI:;;?:IIII’ ¥ ]ol;m o
i - german to-the faid e e . Wilkie. Tho, Ki , Duncan n Pa-
;U:%oin%ﬂn%\;?el;ﬂaig’l elgan‘,:atonfw\"\élllblﬁr\ls’:llfgr o Extr:zt’imflz» per ‘wé, fic fubferibitur, _]"Mafon clcrk. Ex=
€ ) d - S SRR P T AhE Sat R A S ;

trafled, &er. - | " JOHN DUNDAS.
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In the committce of the royal-burrows, holden at the burgh of
1710 years, the which- day the committee having confidered the reprefentation given in to the lalt general
convention, by George Hill late-baillie of Queensferry, for himfelf and in name of {everal others of the
- faid burgh, complaining of ane undue ele@ion of magiftrates in Queensferry at Michaelmafs lalt, with the
anfwers given in to the faid reprefentation for fames Dalgleith late baillie of .the faid burgh, for himfelf
and in name of feveral other burgefles and inhabitants there, with the faids parties fubmillion to the con-
vention, and their committee’s determination, and remitt by the convention to the faid committee, by the.
30th a&t of the famen, to make a fett,” to be the rule of eletion of the magifirates and council of the faid
burgh in- time coming, from and after the faid term of Michaelmafs next, and having fully heard both

‘ following fett to be the only
h of Queensferry, from and after the.

Efdinbui-gh upon the 17th ‘du’y of July

parties upon the faid matter, the faid committee decerned and ordained the
rule of - the ele&ion -of the magiftrates and council of the faid burg
term of Michaelmafs next; of which fett the tenor follows : Jmprimis, That the old cuftom of the burgh,
in-the matter of -ele@tion of their magiftrates and council, to be inviolably obferved as to'thé number of.
ele@ors, whereof eighteen councilers and fourteen burgefles, two or- three of the deacons being of that o
number : fem, That the quality of the ele&ors b, that the two parts thereof . be feamen, and the third -
part landmen burgefles, inhabitants beating fcott and‘lott: Jfem, That the magiftrates and council to be
eledted confift of the fame fpecies : - ten, That the {tent-malters, whereof fix are ordinarily the number, °
confift of four feamen and:-two landmen,  of which number there thall be ane old magiftrate, if. he ¢an be:
‘had in the burgh, and the faid ftent-mafters fhall be. chofen by the council : fzer, That all the faids per-
. . fons-be fworn, at the time of their eleions, to be faithful in their feveral offices Ltem, That," in time co-
ming, one of the forefaids: baillies,” who are feamen, fhall be obliged to attend their poft during that year
A wherein they-are ele&ted : ‘Jtem, That, for preferving the policy of the burgh, in cafe fo many feamen.
thall not be found in the burgh as will make up the two-thirds of the eleftors, in that cafe, and no other=
wife, landmen may be eleéted to fupply their place : Jtém, That no new burgefs fhall be-aflumed within .
the faid burgh until Michaelmafs, that the eletion may proceed at that time of the burgefles and inhabi-
tants now belonging to the place : Jtem, That, upon Tuefday preceding Mickaelmafs, being the 26th day.
of September next, the eletion, exprefsly conform to the conditions above written, thall proceed by the.
poll.of the burgefles,” and in all time thereafter the eledtions ate to be according to the former old cultome-
of elections + Jtem, That two or three of the deacons of craftts muft be always three of ‘the forefaid elec~

above the forefaid cigh--

tors of magi&r‘atcs and council, and fhall be two or three of the council over and- »
-"teen.councilers,” and fo making up in haill twenty or twenty-one councilers : -/fem, In cafe _of ‘the abfence:
. of any of the twenty or twenty-one councilers,. at the eledion, the magiftrates and council prefent fhall §l1-
- up the vacant places with inhabiting trading burgefles, to make up the quantity and quality of the coun-
cil; viz. two ‘parts Teamen, and one part landmen, of the eightcen.councilers; befides the two or three.”
- deacons of incorporations ; and in cafe any warned.to be of the. number of the fourteen, affumed to the: ‘
council'to make up the number of thirty-two, refufe. to -come, that then the council fhall fupply the vac- ;
cancies,. by chofing"proxies in their roome : "fren, That the commiffioners of the burghs of. Edinburgh, C
Linlithgow, -Inverkeithing, and Dumfcrmling, or any ‘of them," attend the faid.eledtion the faid forefaid.
day, for preventing of all diforder and confufion that may happen in th forefaid election.—Extradted, &c.
P T R R B " -JOHN DUNDA §:
e e LWL e e
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. QU'EENSFETRRY

Wl N dhe general-convention of the royal burrows, holden at the burgh of Ediuburgh, upon the 1oth day.

. “ o Ql.
o ol reencd. hich day, the convention, anent the- R \ ‘

i :  Tulv. ; the commiffieners therein conv cen?d-, ; Tl}e waie ‘ . COF - R - ; e
B e e e George Hill late baillie of Queensfery, for himfelf, and in pame- of feveral o- B e "

:—}ig:: z? t.‘il\ rl%i burgh, coninlaining of undue ele&tion of m’}gnﬁ:}'&t?? mDCL' F;ferilaxerl?;eabéi!lie o The faici:i -~ 8T ANDREW’S,»

) SR iven i he faid ‘reprefentation for:James Da ate 3 L T R ST

gnd'?!???rtﬁfﬁnafl;{}vg:ljxc%l:]r\e:l:xali?*et'gftfeierd:l othelr burgefles and inhabitants thereof, The convention, in. .

urgh,: fo . Irie .

i ‘ ir determination :. Which being ac--
the firf} place, qr_dc?ed,l;oth.pames to enat tlwxpfeiv{es to :l(vland to‘ th.eu' deter oA

A
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ST ANDRE W’S,

THE councill of St Andrew’s confifts of twenty-nine perfons, (befide the clerk) who all, at their entry -
.and admiffion, take the oath de fideli adwminifiratione, Which is found amongft the ancient regifters belong-
ing tothe city. P el ‘ B ’ ’ -

The counfell are as follows : The provoft, for the time always pre
baillies, the treafurey, all gild brethren, .other fourteen gild brethren,
the feven deacons of trades following, to witt, the deacons of the fmiths,
makers, weavers, and flefhers. T s

The council, thus conftitute,

fes of the counfell, dean of gild, four
the deacon conveener of trades, and .
wrights, baxters, taillors, thoe«

do mect at the prefes or magiftrat’s order, intimate to them by the coms
mon ferjeands .or town-officers, as oft as the commone affairs of the burgh do require. Upon the Wed-
nefday nest before or after the z4th day of September yearly, the council conveens by order, as aforefaid,
where, in order to the eletion, firlt, tryal is taken how many of the counfellers for the former year are
“dead, and (if their places have not been filled formerly) the council proceeds, by leit and voting, to ap-
point others ‘in their roome ; and accordin ly thefe being chofen, are appointed to be warned to compear
con Friday thereafter, to accept and make faith. - This is called, by the -counfell books, the making up of
the old counfell. Then the famen Wednefday, the counfell, by 'leit and v
fellors, who continue in that employment the haill fubfequent year ; thele are appointed to be warned, by
the common {ferjeands, to compear the faid Friday immediately following, to accept, and make faith de
fideli adminifiratione ; and thefe are called the three new counfellers, till the ele&ion be over. .. .~ ...
” Upon the Friday immediately after the faid Wednefdry, and is alwife before or upon Michaelmafs day
. the zgth day of September, the counfell, by order of the magifltrats, are conveened in the tolbuith of the -
city, and there, firlt of all,.thefe chofen for making up the old counfell are called to compear, accept, and
take faith de fideli adminifiratione, by taking and fwearing the oath above mentioned. . Thereafter, the
three new counfellers are alfo called to compear, accept, and make faith de- fideli adminifiratione, by taking
the fame oath; then thefe counfellers proceed to the leeting of the perfons for the following offices, to
witt, the provoft, dean of guild, baillies, and treafurer : In this manner, the “provoft (if prefent) being
always prefes, with confent of the .other magiftrats, names two other perfons with himfelf to be on'the
provoft’s leet of the grave, wife, loyall, and moft fubftantiall neighbours, inhabitaats, gild brethren with-.
in the city, or burgeffes who are fome way traffickers and merchants, and ordinarly have born that fame
or fome other office within the city, and who have ferved fometime at the leaft as ceunfellor ; but feldom .
are any named to be on the provoft’s leet, who are that year cither dean of guild, baillies, or'treafurer..
“If this nomination pleafe the counfell, then none are added; but, if otherwife, thert any counfeller may .
crave one to be added, which is allowed; and, after one or more are added to the provolt or prafes’ no-.
mination, then three of them, the prefent provoft being always one, are voted to be on the provoft’s leit.
_Then the provoft or praefes gives out the leit for the dean of guitd’s office, which is voted as the former
Ieit, and then concluded, being the prefent incumbent, and other two loyall fubftantial merchants, actual

traffickers within the burgh, and ordinarly who have. formerly ferved as bajllies; thereafter, the praefes

gives out the baillies leit, which confifts of the four. prefent incumbents, and other eight gild brethren,
. and merchants. w_ithiﬁ. the burgh added to them; and this
as thpttio»fqrr‘r)er leits, wher the {fame form is obferved inm
 that none that have ferved in a fuperior office, can be brought down to t
_“that-once provoft, he cannot be putt in another leit; and fic deinceps. S N R
| The Tuefday thereafter, being either Michaelmafs day, or the Tuefday immediately after Michaelmafs
" day, the counfe), old and new, ‘confifting of twenty-four gild brethren, .and the conveener, and feven
deacons, being called, convecns pun&ually within the tolbuith, at ten of the clock in the torenocon, and
after voting and elecione, the provolt, dern of gild, baillies, and treafurer, are eleGted ‘and chofen, who'
_accept and make faith dz fdeli adminiftratione, according to the oaths recorded in the ancient records of the
city. . . : B ; -
¥mmediately thereafter,
yéar, take.leave and quite the counfel ; and thofe who are chofen by the refpedtive crafts,” (wherein the
counfellors have no vote), doe alfg compear, accept, and make faith, as counfellors for that year; then
- ghe dean of guild choifes his afleflors, being ‘ordinarly the provoft, baillies, treafurer, and two or three
- : : . S : ‘ more

i

aking the treafurer’s leit, with this difference,
he leit of ane inferiour office, fo

> ~ ' S N

-

oice, choice other three coun-

is voted, continued, augmented, and ftated, "

thefe of the deacohs of craffts who go oﬁ" that iinploymelllt,' for the {ucceeding ‘,

o AR

. Sﬁ.}rrock counciler, Tho. F
Dle'an, Exgra&gd" &C .
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xgniﬁ;ecgﬁ rtt}}se c%gi‘:lel:frtsc,r aitﬁx:lktradezf"s:hto llve aﬁi&a}x:t ﬁt:o him in the difcharge of his office, and keeping of
. ) eys of the charter cheft are enquired into, and i ittec
51:;:4;?, ;Egt}r:g ﬁtoa lt‘lsz ;]Segn of %uld, anc}l1 another to the eldeft baillie, anc,l the fggjtllxs tgm;r;lr: 1:15:2220;&;:?
ener, wh e prefent at t i i i :
th’f}% thergiﬁn} 'imd thus the ell)e Gion 1s ov ;‘?Pénmg thereof, to take out or putt in ane evident book, or
he week following, the magiftrates call the counfel ich is confiit ’ ' ' ’
e 198 7 » which is conftitute by the prov AT i
fg:rfgf;!lllelss; ez;ld ‘:)rﬁsfurer,ﬁnf:\v elected apﬁ appfpinted, and of fuch others wl)xro wzrf 1?1: ﬁ’é%&aﬁif?g;
: , s ex officio, are counfellors for the following yea ] 2
::tlzi:;)fzefqre the election, and wherein all thefe are fhort in t’li ynul;;bi?doi? ft\:}:&flt;lllg;: ntel‘:; GOUH%UOYS,
wrarns fo ;r;ar?({ Omﬂ:)er: ({){ vtix: %lel;li) breth}rlen to be upﬁn the counfel as will make up the‘ﬁlir;lber 3 IZ?)% ifr attlfz
cony : ns who are in that ftation that yea “up in hai )
fi:‘wenty-nme ut fupra, Extra&ed forth of the records of counfel 11? r)xrleear_’/"ma;( : Jbstar, o Woamer oF
o Mg . » by me, jic fubferibitur, Pa. Wilfon, clerk.
: e o }%VHN DUNDAS.
» I(_}Iu‘u,nkv, about 136, ‘ no T~E€ |
ERITORS, about 500, Itisnot faid whether they are burg '
re burgefTe
iu_couoaa-rxoxs, ﬁx.; and numbers conneéted wi}trh' them f!:dgi CI’; oo
- ANHABITANTS, confifting of heritors and burgefles, about 6oo. +

AT Forfa - '

burgh, being omvesncd iy the ordhasey P, g o s pecrolhy bl and tomn coundl of this
whe 1 the o ) : ideration the ei : i :
caueﬁ(;bc}; re::‘::;l;ﬁlt Iff t{(ltls lfcmhgdom are ordained to bring up their fett to theglgeﬁe?ob:;‘e;iig;e It{llfﬁvhcy.
arecd, hap i fo?la\ of t be,x'oyal burrows in that behalf made, have, by the plurality - of v’ e, o
Bree ,r gitat i ket owmgl, e the only fett of this burgh in all time coming, and or?iained !(:)lllce? ne
convention, that the rf:;)::crln booé{, and' ane extralt thereof carried up by their co,mmifﬁoner to th: ”‘:er:?c‘z
oot C,h ot s Jame Hay L -e nglﬂrated in the general convention books, conform to the faid aét;
G5 OF e i b temor to ({)‘ws. ichaelmafs week yearly, on the Wednefday thereof, is the elet.‘t'L :
o magiﬁ:rate§ fhra ébdn' 3 rea kurerlo‘f the burgh of Forfar; for expeding whereof, on the Monday b fol for
the Ietof prosot =f011fHCI I:a]e'a cit of provoft, baillies, and treafurer, in order to -cledt vizytxso' on
being slecn ann‘; Jfou O?ttbe en}:‘ of baillies, and two on the leit of treafurer. The pz‘ovoh an.d baill?ez
iIgurghl, that a pénuryyz)fyﬁtt ;grz?(l):s liEoT:zp:SIzﬁiier:gb)ivnrii?n o .Rhc e pumber of inhabitants o chis

y enur; 1 magiftrac ap i
;reerjlgii iil:t ?[;rggﬁlts; ltlg}e}t the Igrovc_)ﬁ: and two baillies may be co%tin::eg f';'a.);widpogm:ilrtehee C:::;Cd C}:]Dde-
AR ﬁfteyeh ‘ethx:%, t‘gc'ounal confifting of fifteen, befide the provoft, two bailliez an,d‘%'e:)fut
rays Eomailins o 012%"0' ?11}; igacmns of craffts, viz. glovers, thoemakers, taillors, ahd-»wel’)&crs ‘are alr
Ry enting year wh.o‘h e fame day after thg council, the four trades meet and eleds their c'leac-on -
nor named L8 ye2 c,ouﬂcne;su:efa'voﬁe in th.e el?é’tlon, although not councilers for the preceedin eaxs" k
2 chofos oo councilers ; or.]; e elettion Tuefday’s night, the magiltrates and old council c‘o% Lens,
o 0 S ST il e s b et el oy (e B
. \ B °TS ). e day of eledion, the magi :
n}; rc?x‘;:’l:lclgfy;cagfs )ne:vn ietacogsqu craffts, with th;fe who are on ‘the fe:n:rael Hl):i%slﬂr'(a;lﬁiothga:; ‘g’ thl{&
Ty bt ot g Sl s vt on the i, and o e e provl
the old ¢ouncil, or quorum of them, make choife of a neﬁr tcloin11::;1[?::{1;?:;6{3&2’;1zgf ngﬁglg)l:Fﬁéatggl;
>

+ being : i mb: i i
eing always in the number, and this ele&ion of the council pafles by vote.  Sic fubferibitur, Dickft
, . bferibitur, Dickfon pro-

voft, William Ure bailli exande: ey baillie, |
illiam Ure baillie, Alexander Jaffrey baillie, fohn Findall treafurer, John Ogilvie counciler, Will
, .

: Fenton counciler, James Coutie counciler. = Extradted by me, fic fubferibitur,: W
R o v - )“ ./ S "A s
JOHN DUND A S.

E _ ~ COUPAR




= P

IS e T e g S

X

i AR

~

¥
.ty

3

LI

47

O

TﬁE bufé;ﬁ of Coupar hag for magi&rates,'}ane pro.voﬁ, and three baillies, dgén'of g'ﬂd, and treafurer. :

Ane counfeil, confilting of thirtcen gild brethren, and the cight deacons, ‘amqngﬁ whom there is ane
CQ!X:?\::‘; eleion of the provoft, bniilies, and treafurer, the thirteen old counfell choife the like number,
each naming their own counfelior, which aré termed the new counfell, and both old and new counfell,
with the conveener, and feven deacons, choife the provoft, three Fgllh{eﬁ, and town treafurer; and of con--

infell, the magiftrates cannot continue above tuo years fucceflive. e
fmlgsoi'gg l'll:geed’ear:f)f gi%rd, he is chofen by the whole gild brethren _olf the burgh, and has a counfell of""

. alled his afleffors ; the dean of gild continues but tuo years as above, . S
fotx,&:;lt;e elI:é?io; gca;ly, there is cl%ofen out of the old counfell, four perfons called the adjoyned coun-
fellors, who are warned to all meetings of the counfell from election to eleétion. . )

This is the fett of the burgh of coupar, as has been obferved thefe fourty years bygone and _upward.
Extracted forth of the records of the faid burgh, as is attefted by us magiftrats and clerk of the faid burgh
underfubferiband, at Coupar, the twelfth day of June, 1710 ye:‘iirs 5’4 Jie fubferibitur, William Greig, Davgd

i ' { X -k X . . D P . .
Sibbald,. jo.;Bayen, Jobn Clark, D. Anderfon clerk. ~ Extratted, &c JOHN DUNDAS

T W.

R" E N F R E W

AT T 2d day of June, 1709.. The which day convention within ,the‘to,lbqo'th of the faid:
Bufg’}lx", li:xzﬁ;:;%ogebamies? anc{ counfe’l’l gf the faid burgh of Renfrew,' and they ‘conﬁvdqn_ng, .:I‘I_xat, bi
the twenty-ninth article of the miffive direc to them from the convention of burrows, appointing qqc& h.
royal burgh within-this kingdom ta fend up their fett to the clerks of the burrows, to be by them record-.
ed in a particular book to be keep’d for-that-very purpofe ; to the end any queftion about their feltts m;y.
be gu’fi:iély difcufst 3 and that, betwixt and the next convention, they, in \Qbeydxf:nce/ thereto, dec g;c.ltv z_
fett of the faid burgh of Renfrew to have been, and at prefent-is, as followfes, viz. _’I,‘;xe town q_(};‘x,nm, of,
the burgh of Renfrew confifts of nineteen perfons, including the ‘three magiftrates, which counci n:icet; .
yearly on Michaelmafs day, in the court-hall of the burgh, betwixt the hours of ten and twelve ; and, if.

Michaelmafs day fall upon Sabbath, then on the Munc!ay thereafter, for eledting a new cpg&zcdl, al,tlg zl(fx i
magiltrats for the enfuing year, which is done after this manner. The former y}c!arsfmagl rates aj c con.
tinued councillers for two years, but no longer, except they be elefted- Then tl ehorme,r_,“ycgrf:tp ot
caufes each counciller retire to a feparate room one by one, and, in abfen_cg f?f e;c C({)‘u'nc;‘ er, ‘1 is P%t':
to the vote,  whether the perfon abfent fhall be continued for a counciller for the enfuing year, or not.

And, for fupplying the places of thofe that are not continued, or who have died fince the laft election,,
? TN

i being all marked by the clerk, the
1 iller prefent may name a burgefs of the burgh, whofe names being ked L
igﬁ?};ﬁuﬂf‘;:ldf up to theynumb'er of n%neteen, with thofe that are found to have manyeft votes... Then.

the new cruncill proceeds to elect a provoft for the enfuing year, which is done by putting as many per-..

fons in the leet for being provelt, as the councill thinks fitt, they being always fuch perfons as have been:

councillers for the two preceeding years. Then the former years provolt appoints two of the councill to.

fitt in the court-hall with the clerk, and fee the votes marked, the reft of the councill withdrawing to a.

; [ ’ o ' ' ovolt for the enfuing.
feparate room, and are called one by one, and their votes afked, who ﬂ}all 1;:2 Pll VO O e votef
year; and after the two councillers that remained with the clerk have voted, then they number tl s

ar 3 It ¢ ,

and declare to the councill who have the majority. Then the new provoft ci,auil‘es_. make [I{P'?' .n.e\t&;;iez(t) 5;)1:'
the two baillies for the enfuing year, who are chofen after the fame manner as lt 1T1P:ov: xlvr}s 5 the comn.-
cill withdrawing, and thé new provoft remaining with the clerk in the court- rall, Zn""c? u}lgi he coun-
¢ill one by one, and feeing their votes marked, and after all have voted, declare:to the councill who have:

the manyeft votes. And, laft of all, the dean of gild and treafurer are chofen at the councill board by.
' nlurql;tyyof votes's and, in cafe the treafurer be a perfon that is'not in the councill, he may meet with.
3 s b A -

the councill in.all their: meetings, but has no liberty of voting. ~ And the faid provolt, .baillie§, and.coun-

cill

13-4

1 A

* forefaid, that the'town council of this burgh, confiftin

N ST

cill have ordained this their fett to be rezd yearly by the common clerk npon Michaelmafy day befors
they proceed to their election, and to extrac their faid  fett under his hand, and tranfmitt the fame to the
faids clerks of burrows, conform to the forefaid article, to be by them recorded to the effe above fpecified,
Extraltum per me, fic fubferibitur, Will, Cochran clerk, Lxtradted, &c. - L o

' ' JOHN DUNDAS,
J.o W, ‘ T

R U T H G L E N .
'AT Ruthglen, the twelve day of OQober 1671 years, Andrew Harvie provoft, William Riddell baillie, -
Robert Spence, George Fairrie, George Jollie, William Riddell fither, Thomas Wilkie, John Fairrie, John
Riddell elder, John Shaw, James Wyllie, Robert Bowman, John Riddell tailor, John Muir, John Smith, -
and Robert Auldcorn, councilers of the burgh of Ruthglen, with the fpecial advice and confent of the
haill inhabitants thereof now conveened, confidering the debates, differences, and divifions of this incor-
poratione, in order to the ele®ion of the magiltrates and town council thereof;, and that it hath been the
conftant and continual practice of the provolt and baillies of the faid burgh thir many years bygone after _.
their ele@ione yearly, to nominat and ele& a council by and to themfelves, whereby fome leading and fac- -
tious men have brought in on the council all their friends, allies, relations, and adherents, and fo have
pradtifed and endeavoured to inhance and perpetuat the magiftracy to themfelves for a lonig time, and to -
make ufe of and difpofe upon the common good, revenues, and cafualities of the burgh as they thought
fit, without comptrolment, to the great prejudice and ruin of the publick intereft of this poor incorpora- '
tion: For preventing whereof, and for removing and fettling of all the differences and divifions in relation
“to the election of their magiftrates'and town council, and for eftablifhing a conftant and folid order to be
inviolably obferved thereanent in all time coming, it is now ena&ed, ftatut, and ordained, by the faid pro-
voft, baillie, and council, with the confent of deacons of trades, and haill inhabitants of the faid -burgh -
i g of fifteen perfons for this fucceeding year, and in
all time coming, fhall be eleéted and chofen in manner following, to witt, that ilk ane of the three dea-
conries, viz. of the {fmiths, weavers, and mafons, thall give in a [ift of fix perfons, and the fourth:deacon~
rie, viz, of taillors, fhall give in a lift of four perfons, and the remanent burgefles inhabitants of the faid.
burgh and territory thereof {bearing fcott and lott within the fame), fhall give in a lift of eight perfons to-
the provof¥:and two baillies of the faid burgh, who fhall chofe three out ofthe feveral three fixes, and two out
of the four, and four out of the eight, which maketh up the number of fifteen perfons, who- are to be the .
common council of the faid burgh, and the forefaid forme of ele@ion of the faid common couxcil is to be:
unalterable in all time coming ; and the faids four trades and remanent burgefles, fhall be holden and obli-
ged to meet and give in their refpective lifts of perfons forefaid, to the faid provoft and baillies, upon the-
thirteen day of O&ober inftant, for this prefent year, and upon the firft Thurfday next after the eledions-of
the magiftrates yearly in all time thereafter ; wherein, if the faids trades,. or any of them, fhall failzie,
that the-faids magiftrates fhall have power to chofe the councillers for that trade or trades, and remanent
burgeiles, and ane or either of them, that {hall happen to failzie to give in their lift to the faid provoftand.
baillies, upon the faid firlt ‘Thur{day next after the faid eleion. . d2em, It is enaded, Ratut, and ordained,
that the magiltrates of the faid burgh fhall be chofen within the tolbooth of the faid burgh, upon the firlt
Tuefday immediately after Michaelmafs, in this manner, viz. at the ele@ion in the year 16y2; and in all’
years thereafter; the provoft and baillies thall be ele@ed and chofen be a free voice of the then magiftrates
and council of the faid burgh, and of the thirty perfons of additional council to be chofen be the faid com-
mone council ; and that the fuid provoft and baillies {hall only continue in their offices {for the fpace of
ane year, and fhall not be capable to be continued, but fhall be changed yearly, and the town-treafurer to
be thereafter chofen be the provoft, baillies, and council fo eftablifhed, and for auditing, comptrolling, and -
flating of the treafurer’s accounts yearly, there thull be chofen three be the provoit, baillies, and council,
and three be the deacons and maflers of the forefaids four craffts, “and eight perfons of the remanent burg.
gefles forefaid, and the faid fix mafters to be ftent-mafters, for proportioning and laying on of all publick
burdens to be impofed upon the faid burgh ; and whatever perfon or perfons refufes to accept any of the
forefaid offices of provoft, baillie, and treafurer forefaid, being lawfully elected thereto, fhall pay to the
treafurer,.for. the.cammone ufe.and behove. of the faid bur

gb, ‘the.fum of ane hundred pounds Scotts mo.’
ney s
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"ne'y.; -and it thall be leifum and lawful to the prefeﬂt magifltrates and council for the time being, to clect -
and chofe fitt and able men to fupply the places of fuch of the faid provol, baillies, treafurer, and council, -

who refufes to accept of the faids offices, and of théfe deceafand in the interval of ele&tions ; and this order
to be inviolably obferved and keeped in all time coming. - And whatever perfon or perfons, provoft, bail-
lies, councilors, and burgefles within this burgh, fhall any ways hereafter endeavour to repeal, or any ways
infringe this order, he or they fhall not only be repute and holden as infringers of the liberties and privi-
ledges of this burgh, and thereby ipfo fadto, fhall forfault their burgesthip, and be repute and holden as in-
famous and perjured perfons, but fhall alfo be liable in a fine of ane hundred pounds, to be paid to the trea-
furer for the public ufe of this incorporatione. And farder, all fuch fa&ts and deeds to be done in preju-
dice of the forefaid fett, and eitablithed forme of ele@ion of the faids magiftrates and council, chofing of
‘the treafurer, auditors, and Rtent-mafters, fhall be void and null and of none avail, force, ftrength, nor ef-
fe@, as if the famen had never been thought upon or made : And ordains the above written a& and fett
to'be recorded in the faid common council books of the faid burgh of Ruthglen, and in the books of the
four refpedive deaconries above mentioned. Extractum psr me ( fic Jubferibitur), Will. Spens clk. ‘

AGE of the town council éf Ruthglen, relative to the fett of the Jaid burgh.

AT Ruthglen, the twenty-feventh day of Aprile, 1710 years, John Muir and Patrick Wither{poon,
‘baillies, John Scott elder, Robert Bowman elder, Andrew Harvie elder, Andrew Fleeming, James Park,
John Witherfpoon, James Frecbairn, William Harvie, James Peadine, and John Riddell meaffon, coun-
cillers of the burgh of Ruthglen now conveened, taking to their confideration, that this burgh, and the
publick good and utility thereof; bath fuffered by perfons being advanced into the magiftracy thereof,
without knowledge or experience of the town’s affaires, and circumftances, of the famen; and which evil
prad@ices may be yet again renewed, and be of dangerous confequence to the town, and publick good

thereof, and confequently to every private burgefs of the famen, unlefs remeed be provided, which the-

faids baillies and council are willing to do to the utmoft of their power, in manner underwritten: There-
fore the faids baillies and councill have ftatut and ordained, -and hereby, with advice and confent’of the
four deacons, and their mafters of crafft, reprefenting the faids trades, and the reft of the heritors and
burgefles, who are not incorporate within the four deacoaries, ftatutes and ordains, that in all time co-

ming, no perfon fhall be capable of bearing office as provoft of this burgh, untill irft he have born office -

as baillie therein for ane year at lealt, and that no perfon fhall be capable to bear office as baillie of this

burgh, untill firkk he has ferved as town treafurer thereof; and becaufe alfo it will be evil and dangerous con- -

fequence to this burgh, and the publick well and utility thereof, if any perfon fhall be advanced to be cither
provoft, baillie, .or treafurer, of this burgh,. except ane ordinary burgefs thereof, having always his dwels
ling and refidence within this burgh, and thirteen pound land thereof, during the haill time of his bearing

.office in any of the forefaids ftations ; for preventing whereof, the faids baillies and council, with confent -

forefaid, ,haw; flatut, ena&ed, and ordained, and hereby Ratutes, enads, and ordains, that in all time
coming, no perfon fhall be capable to bear office within this burgh, either as provoft, baillie, or treafurer,

. except ane ord’nary burgefs of this burgh, having always his dwelling-place and refidence within the fame,

and thirteen pound land belonging thereto, during the haill time of his bearing office in any of the fore-
{2ids ftations, and that none but fuch as {hall be capable to be voted upen to bear office in any of the fore-
faids ftations. And the faids baillies and town council, with advice forefaid, have enadled, ftatut, and
ordained, and hereby enads, [tatuts, and ordains, that it {hall not be lawful for any magiftrate; counciler,
or other-burgefs whatfoever, in all time .coming, to vote, plott, or contribute, anent the encroaching
upon or contraveening this prefent adl, under the pain of being declared incapable to bear . office in
any publick Ratione within this burgh for ever thereafter, and of lofing his freedome, and under the pain
of ane hundred pounds Scotts of fine farder, for the publick ufe, well; and behove of this burgh;
and to the ¢ffec this act may be made more rcadily effeftual, it is hereby declared, that it fhall be in the
power of any of the private burgeffes of this burgh, whether counciler or not, as well as the magi-
firates and councilers thereof, to caufe the fame to be putt to execution at their inftance, and that upon
the expence of the contraveener hereof, and that thefe prefents fhall be recorded in the councill books,
and extra@s hereof given gratis by the town-clerk thereof to the fourtrades, that the-fame may be re-

" corded in each trades books, and another extra& given by the clerk gratis to the heretors ; and this pre-
fent a&, with the writt commozly called thea&of eftablifhment of this burgh, dated the r2th day of

Odober, 1671 years, fhall be openly read yearly in all time coming, in prefence of the magiftrates, coun-
o ST : . . . o cilers,
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Acilers,_lalx:d burgefles, that fh.abll be prefent ftpon the - election’ day of the magifirates, after the additional
:l?ll;nlf\ll g ;s glyegx thhelr oaths, and ‘befgye the- magiftrates be eleted ; and that the prefent magiftrates of
fouhcile%s ’of}vtlftx tbe pr:fent co.uncde{s, {hall i.'ubfcr.nbbe this ad, and that all fucceeding magiltrates and
Shamcrers of, b{x‘s ‘burg}ll\. fhall, in all time coming, immediately after giving their oaths de fideli, and before
e g’ et b, ;]h cri «t:_t is a&: And ordains the clerk to extrat an double hereofupon parchment, whiclis to
ek §eﬁAo‘f };h ;pre ent magiltrates and town councx!, and the four deacons, and their mafters of craft, and
S ;'dergtqrg, apd b.urgeﬁ'esv who are not incorporate within the four deaconries, and which,
s refuid ad, called the adt of eftablithment, is ordained to be put into the town’s’ charter cheft.
. This a rdtlﬁC(_l and approven be the provoft, baillies, and council, upon the 24th of Odober, 1710
_‘y{cars, and ordau?s t_hf:‘fame to ftand in full force in:all time coming ; ‘and alfo, of new aguine, enadts,

atuts, and ordains, That no perfon, or perfons whomfoever, excépt he be ane burgefs and conftanit ini-

dweller within this burgh and territories thereof, fhall not be capable to be eledted to reprefent this-

burgh, either as ele@or for the burgh, or any othe s of w in ti i

purgh, < letor | | ) O y other manner of way whatfoever, in time -coming, and

Iilgtr:;e s:{t;:; pains anld penaltxe§ therein contained, Zxtractum per ‘7/1{, Jie fubferibitur, Will Spens clerk.
JOHN DUNDAS.
J.o WL '
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-V anmo 1221 the faid burgh was by King Alexander II. eréded'i oh foyal, with liberties, o
~ﬁomcs,’_gnd priviledges, which the burgh ofg Edinburgh and burgzc}féﬁtghzgé}ogr:j?;k ‘Y:;htkle)frrt([;‘s', "t:lui
./c'harter, o‘f the date forefaid, bears. * The burgh confifts of merchants and tradefinen’ ’th‘e tradefl e 4%

,.jﬁve, to witt, hamm‘er_m‘en, taillors, ?ordinersg coupers; and weavers. - The comr’néti council isex:xnaec?ea;:e
+of the provolt, two baillies, dean of gild, and treafurer, with ten other councilors, which are in all ﬁfte‘enp
. whereof ten are merchants and five are tradefmen, the provolt, two baillies, and dean of gild abe' g al-
-wiys merchants. - The manner of election: is as follows : The old councill doth choife thegne'\’v.' tllrig :ki
gf:g(ek,y:;oe:g:g::s, acli]e;u:h:fo tghlcl:’t and trelaféi_tl'rgri, beinﬁg, by virtue of their offices, ‘continued councillers
T s Teal € . ) en are elecled, one by one, in the ordinary f 3 which ne 1-
cill being fua chof";;z, they, with the haill deacon’s of* tr:ides. y roceed t T iting ard dlegine e
provolt, then the eldeft baillie, the youngel baillie, the dean’ gf gild‘f 't?léltielzf';!;%, aa;ieige:'t&gg otfEI %iibtrlll:

clerk, quarter-maflers, and remanent officers of the burgh, and which new treafurer, if he be not 2 mem-

" ber of the new councill, is fupernumerarie of the fifteen, The gi i >
) . : fteen, gild councill confifts of fi -
liides the dean of gild, 'who are chofen yearly by himfelf, and received by the town cognéill)lc' n};?fx:)l::r\?hgren
; eydm?ke faith de ffdeli, and whereof fome are merchants and fome are tradefmen. G’iven under the
iand o Andrew_(%raham common clerk of the faid burgh, at Dumbritain, the 18th day of June 170
years, Sic ﬁb/crt{:gtur, And. Graham.—Extratted, ‘&c. - - - Soh Y 799
‘ : . o . JOHN DUNDAS.
o i » ‘ : . e J. W. _— N T 3
Guu.mw Thelrnb b I‘i{OTE. a ildry
, . - number is uncertain, becau: : : itted i e guildry. -
_ Hsu_:rqu. None who nre non b_urgeﬂfes. : aufe a number of the Fradcs are admitted into the: guildry.
IxcorrorATIONS, § in number, 181 members. : ' o
- InnasrranTs, males 6oo, .., . . S

Lk

AT ‘Selkirk, the 2d day of J'uxy,“fy'og“"’ The which day, the magiiates ol town commcil o

', AT Selkirk, the 2d of Ju 709. . The w ay, the magiftrates-and t il ¢

:;;go&:)efdsgk;:ﬁdb;g%hn}et;, :utld cgnﬁc%c‘ri‘:lgfthat—, ‘by the tv’venty-nin%h"'aiticle%f tl?;vtxiic{g:? C!tlh:; 2::

af eir-det to the cletk of the burrows betwixt and th t ion ¢

thereby declare, That the fett of t:h‘e‘fand-bgrgh of Sﬁkirk.is as followes, viz. :'ugcl:aiIiizzziitodll;nq;‘;egi&?
, _ . : ' : and
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“and tréafurer; “all to be chofen at the Michdelmafs . yearly, and that the burgh may ele& a provoft ; but,
“in refpedt they were brought into a great dale of debt by their former provoft Hayning, they have always
forborne to chofe a provoft, and holds themfelves with the two baillies. ~Jtem, The council confifts of the
faids two baillies, dean of gild, and treafurer, the old baillies, old dean of gild, and old treafurer, if they
be men of fubftance within the burgh, five deacons, and five colleagues, being one to each deacon, ten
merchant councillers, and five trades councillers; they are mot chofen yearly, but continued; and as
they decreafe in their fubftance, are turned out from being councillers, and always thefe of the greateft
" fubltance brought in. The council chofes a clerk, to whom, (if they pleafe}, they grant a commiffion
‘during life, if he be a man that they find takes notice of the burgh’s affairs, and whofe commiffion cannot
be taken from him, except upon fome extraordinary malverfation and fault legally tryed, and made appear.
Extradted out of the council book belonging to the faid burgh, by me An. Waugh clerk. Extradted, &c.
- ) N . . ’ " JOHN DUNDAS
' J w. e

i

PEEGBLES.

The magiftracy confifts of a provoft, two baillies, a dean of gild, a treafurer, and eleven councillers,
making in all feventeen. The ele&ion is yearly on the firt Monday after Michaelmals, and proceeds after
this manner : The week before the eletion, the whole burgefles and inhabitants are cited to a head court,
to be holden the Monday following ; and the court being fett, the roll is called three times, and there-
after the magiftrates aik, if any of them have any grievances or ground of complaint againft any of the
magiftrates and councill ? and, if any be, the fame is fully heard and difcuft.” And, thereafter, the elee-
tion proceeds thus :. The old magiftrates and councill ele¢t the new councill of feventeen perfons, out of
which there is.a leet of three perfons for provoft, three for eldeft, three for youngelt baillie, three for dean
of gild, and three for thefaurer, of which leets there is one chofen for each of the above offices ;. and, if.it
“have happened that any councillor or magiftrate have decealt before Michaelmafs, his roome is firlt of all

" fupplied by a new counciller, eleéted to make the number full. There being but one deacon of a.crafft in

_the burgh, the magiltrates, out of a lest of fix given in by the trade, returns three, of whem.the incorpo- -

ration choofe one, who fitts.as.one of the town-councill. , R I N
.- The clerk’s office, being. elective, is chofen yearly after the magiftrates:and councill, . Sic fubferibitur,.
“John Frier.baillie.—Extracted, &c.. i ‘ C B T

T S JOHN DUND A S..
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LINLITHGOW

THE faid burgh“-;vas ere@ed.in ane.lburgh royal be Robert King of chp_ttvs, with the port of Blacknefs,..
fmall cuftoms, tolls, and others, as their originall charter, dated at. Linlithgow,. the twenty-third day_off

Ogober; and of the King’s reign the eighteen year, bears. o o AT o
The whole number of the. magiftrates, merchant counfellors, and deacons of eraffts, confifts of twenty-

feven perfons, to witt, the provolt, four baillies, the dean-of.gild, treafurer, twelve mercharnt counfellers, .
and eight deacons ; to witt, of the fmiths; tailliors, baxters, cordiners, weavers,. wrights, coupers;-and -

" flefhers, the provoft, baillies, dean: of gild, treafurer, and twelve counfellors, are to be of the eftate and cal-

ling of merchands, or of fuch other burgefles as are not incorporat with the trades. The manner of elec-.

tion is as followss—On. Saturday betore Matthew’s fair, which falls on the twenty-firfk of September year-

1y, the deacons gives into the counfdll to. be approves by them, ane account of‘the common good the year.
preceeding, . with.the leit of the.deaconry of three perfons, one of which there is dilated by ;thg counfell, .
and the prefent deacon, axnid the .other two are.on the leits 5. and thereafter the feveral incorporations meets -

“and eleds their deacon.out of .the faid leit, and the _perfone. dilate .is always praefes at the le@ion of the
Sdeacon, ‘ : R i
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On the Saturday thereafter, the fpecial maftermen of the craffts prefents the new deacons to the'councill, |
who are fworn and admitted counfellers untill the next Michaelmafs, and the fame day the new merchant:
counfell of twelve is chofen be the old counfell as follows, '

- There are twelve chofen on the leits and added to the old copnfcll; ,Ol‘lt of whicﬁ number the new couri«
¢il is chofen one by one, and the fame day the liets of the provoftry are chofen, being two out of any of

- . the counfell not being deacons ; but the leet may be altered the day of eletion. The ele®ion of the ma-

giftrates, which is always upon the firk Munday after Michaelmalfs, is done as followes. L
" Firft, of the provoftry. The leit made the lalt counfell day is either continued, or a new leit of two
chofen, and added to the prefent provoft ; out of which number the new provoft is chofen. C
*. Secondly, of the bailliary.- There are eight chofen on the leits out of the merchant counfell, who are
added to the prefent baillies, and out of that number the new baillies are chofen, one baillie with two on
the leits with him removing by turns. B ) . o : . e
“Thirdly, of the dean of gild and treafurer. There are two chofen on the leit for each of them out of
the merchant counfell, who are added to the prefent dean of guild or treafurer, and out of that number-
new dean of gild and treafurer are chofen, who are alfo to continue untill the eletion at the next Michael-
mafs. The dean of gild counfell confifts of fix members, to witt, four merchants and two deacons, befide

‘the dean of gild himfelf, who are lilted by him, and given in and approven be the town counfell; and the

ads of the dean of guild counfell, and the dean of gild’s yearly accounts, are alfo approven of be the town -
counfell. - Given under the hand of William Bell, common clerk of the faid burgh, at Linlithgow, thé :

feventh day of May 1909 years ; Jic fubferibitur; Wm. Bell clerk. Extraled, &ec.

JOHN DUNDAS..
I W, )
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We William Inglis, and Archibald Simpfon, prefent baillies of the burgh of Lanark,. John Clelland *
-dean of gild thereof, James Moodie, prefent deacon conveener of ‘the famen, John Simfon treafurer, Mr
John Young, William Steel, James Weir younger, and John Young, merchants, John Ruffell maltman, .
James Lockhart wright, Bernard Bell, John and Thomas Patons fhoemak'ers, John Anderfon and James -
White weavers, and James Scott glover, all prefent. councillors of -the faid bu.rgh; forafmuchas, by the
thirty-eight att of the general convention of the royal burrows, holden at Edinburgh, ammo 1708, each
royal burgh within this kingdom, are appointed to fend.up their fett to the clerks to the burrows, to be
recorded in a particular book to be kept for: that very purpofe, to the er‘xd any qu_.e[hon apou.t- their refpec- -
tive fetts may be quickly difcult, upon produétion of the faid book; as in the faid ad in itfelf -at more -
length is contained ; in obedience whereunto, we, accordiag to our ancient cuftome, as -gathered from . "
our ancient records, and according to our prefent ufe, make up our fett as follm'zvs, viz.-that this our burgh : -
of Lanark, hath always had in the beft of times; and yet hath {eventeen councillers, all_b_urgeﬂ'e_s, indwel- -
lers, and inhabitants, within the faid burgh, and: perions affefted to the proteftant religion, without fuf~
picion to the contrair, and who bear part of the publick burdens, and who can tine and wone in all the :
affairs of the burgh; of the which number of councillers, the two baiilics. dean of gild, and deacon con- -
veener, are always four, and for-ordinary the treafurer,” who, if chofen not ol the number -of ‘the faid :

" council, is joyned to them ; and that at leaft eight days before the elediion of the faids councillers yearly -
“upon Michaelmafs day, being a lawful day, and the fame being untawiul, the next immediate lawful day;

thereafter, it is appointed by ane a& of council, that the election of the faids councillors, and tite baillies
forth thereof, fhall be for the fublequent year upon the faid Michaelmafs day:being law_ful, and fallfng .
" upon ane unlawful day, upon the next immediate lawf@l,day thereafter, and the faid appointed day being

come, the baillies and council of the faid burgh, do conveen within.the councill-houfe thereof, at nine of

the clock in the morning, being the ufual hour of their ordinary meetings, and then fe7is vocatis et curia :

Egitime affirmata, we proceed to a new eletione of “councillors for the enfuing year, and the whole old

" councill do remove from the board to theé far end of our councill houfe, excepting our -eldeft -baillie and .
"deacon conveener for the time, who fitt with the town clerk, for obferving of the feveral votes right marked, .
“as.they are given, and the faid eldeft baillie. and .deacan. conveener, giving firt their votes, -the reft are -

" called
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< called oné by one, and their votes 'marked:'accordin'g as they are given by our town clerk (who'is fiworn

.. de fidelj), at the fight of*the giver of the vote, and. the faid eldeft baillie and deacon conveener prefent

*with the faid town clerk as faid is, and after giving of the faid votes, do again remove-one by one, as
- they were called, and the votes being finifhed, the feventeen councillors of new chofen, are called, accept
- of the faid office, take their places accordingly, and give oath de fide/é, and then proceed to the liting of
- four of our 6wn number, out whereof the twa baillies for the enfuing year are to be chofen by ourfelvés ;
and prefent deacons of craffts within the burgh, at twelve of the clock the faid day, and the faid lift de-
livered to the deacon conveener, for advifing with the prefent deacons of craffts againft the faid hour;
-whereupon they difmifs, and accordingly again conveen at twelve of the clack, with the faids prefent
deacons of craffts, and do all remove from the board to the faid far end of the council-houfe, excepting
two of the council, not of the faid lift who are appointed to fitt with the clerk, for obferving the votes right
~marked as they are given, as faid is ; and the faid two prefent with the clerk, giving firlk their votes, the
reflt are called one by one, giving their vote, fee it marked as given, and remove; and the faids votes
‘being finifhed, the two baillies chofen are called, accept of the faid office, take their place accordingly,
and give oath de fideli : and then proceed to the vote, how many fhall be in the leit' for treafurer for the
enfuing year, either of ourfelves or of the other refponfal burgefles within the faid burgh, and the number
“being %x,cd, the faids baillies, new councill, and prefent deacons of craffts, nominate the perfons by votes,
out whereof (the perfons nominat by plurality of votes, if prefent, removing) the treafurer for the enfuing
.year is chofen,” who being called, compears, accepts of the faid office, and gives oath de fdeli; and then
-our prefent clerk removing, the faids baillies and council fo of new chofen, proceed, and by new election,
-either continue their old clerk, or elfe chofe and ele& another for the enfuing year, who is called, com-
pears, accepts of the faid oflice, and gives oath de fidsli ; but prejudice always to us to ele& and chofe 2
provolt out of the faid number of feventeen abovementioned, as the faids baillies are eledted, (the faid
.provolt being always a continual refidenter within our burgh, or territories thereof, and ane that bears all
portable charges with neighbour and other therein, and who payeth part of our publick burdens, and
who can tine and wone in all our affaires,) and in teflimony of the verity of this our fett, we confent to
“the regiftration hereof, in the books of the royall burrews of this kingdome, or any competent regifter

therein, therein to, remain for confervation, and. conftitute I S T SR,

C . our procurators,” &c. in witnefs whereof (written be James Brown, fervitor to Alex-
ander Wilfon, our prefent clerk,) we have fubferibed thefe prefents ar Lanark, the twenty-ninth day . of
June, 1710 years, before thefe witnefles, the faidAlexander Wilfon, and James Brown, /i Subferibitur,
“William Inglis,” Archibald Simfon, Jo. Clelland, John Simpfon, James Lockhart, John Anderfon, John

. Raffell, Jo. Paton, Bernard Bell, John Young, John Paton, James Scott, James White, James ‘Weir,

William Steele, John Young; Alexander Wilfon witnefs, James Brown witnefs. - Extradted, &c. .
A : S ; 'jOHN DUNDAS..

. . E
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"A’VI‘?"Fofres,: the zoth day of September 1911 years, in prefence of the 'tbﬁnéc‘ounciliof the fiid btirgil
of Forres, ane letter being read, dire& by the agent of burrows to the magiftrates of the faid burgh, anent

‘their making a true account and return to the faid agent of their fett, in ele&ting ‘and chofing the magi-

firates and town-council of the faid burgh yearly, bearing, if they failzied therein to fend the fame at the

‘time appointed, by ane a& of the convention of burrows in July 1711, under the certification contained in

the faid at ; in obedience to, and performing whereof, the faids magiftrates declare, that the number of -

“their council does not exceed the number of fevénteen, provoft, baillies, dean of gild, and treafurer, being» in-
-cluded ; and that, at ilk elettion, the old council chofes the new, and are changed yearly, as occafion offers;

and to that effed timeous premonition is made to the whole burgefles, heritors, and inhabsitants, of the day
prefixt for electing the {aid magiltrates and town council, by tuck of drum, aund placading on the croce,

~and by other advertifements ufed and wont ; and that the new council chofes the magiftrats, and puts off

and takes on, or continues them, as the circumfances of the place needs and réequires ; and this our fert

has been unaltered thefe many years; and ordains our clerk of court:to fend ane extra& hereof to theé a- -

’ ‘gent
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gent of burrows. 'The provoft, baillies, and remanent council of the burgh of Forres, figned in our name
and by our order, by Robert Tulloch our common clerk, Sic fubferibitur, Ro. Tulioch clerk,—Extrad-

ed, &c. _ .
’ JOHN DUNDAS.
J. 5

" FORTROSE

~ “IN a council ‘mee‘ting,‘:holderi within the burgh of Fortrofe the 23d day ef June 1711 years, by M-
George M<Kenzie of Infhculter, provoft, John Dallas ‘of Bannans, Duncan-Forbes, and Robert Clark,..

baillies of the faid burgh, Hugh M:Culloch treafurer, dean of guild, Hugh Baillie,
John Wilfon elder, John Wilfon younger, Robert Wilfon, Alexander Man, John M‘Donald, George

Baillie, Donald Watfon, ' Alexander Watfon, Hugh Miller, and George Huifton, councilers of the faid:

burgh of Fortrofe ;' they, afier mature deliberation, and ferious confideration had, and in obedience to the
38th a of the general convention of the royal burrows, as# 1708, conform to the feventh head or ar-

ticle of this year’s miffive, have all unanimoufly agreed to the following fett, for regulating their annual -

eletions in time coming, to the effet the fame may be reported to, and laid before the Honourable cone
vention of the royal burrows, to be holden at Edinburgh the firlt Tuefday of July next, for their appros
bation. 1m0, It is agreed to and enacted hereby, that, at ilk annual election to be made at Micbaelmafs,
in time coming, the number of the council, incloding the provoft, three baillies, treafurer, and dean of

gild for the faid burgh, as unite, -fhall be hereafter made up of, refiricted to, .and not exceed fifteen in all, .
confiling of merchants, traffickers, burgefles, inhabitants within . the:famen burgh, .authorized by law, .
bearing all portable charges with their neighbours,. and a pait of the publick burdens, and who can tine -
and won in all their affairs ; and that, at each annual elgétion forefaid, the old council fhall elect the new, .
and alter no fewer than two of the old, and the alike number, aitered and impared, to be eled in their place. .
2do, That the council, fo ele@®, have power to elec a-provoft for exercing in that ftation the fucceeding :
year, who, being qualified according to law, fhall not continue without intermiffion further than three -
years, : 3tio, That, in the eletion of baillies by all the faids new members of council, (being qualified as -
faid is) there fhall be three of their number put on the leit with the three old baillies. in pracfentiay and. af-"

tér removal of old and new out of council, the members within, with the provoft in office, inclofing them_

felves, -and choifing a praefident for afking and gathering the votes, are to eleét and chofe, furth of the .
faid fix removed, three new baillies for officiating in that Ration thereafter ; which fix, Te-entering the :
houfe, the three ele@ted to be divulged and publifhed in council, and thefe new elected to.accept and offi-
ciate, as faid is ; and that no bailliefhall-continue without intermiflione longer than three years. 420, That:

-thereafter, the magiltrates and council do.ele, nominate, .and appoint their dean of gild, treafurer, fif-
call, and three officers, to exerce and officiate in their refpeive ftations (being qualified as faid is) for no

" longer than three years ; .and magiftrates and council in office their pleafure to eledt and continue the faid .
fifcall and offices longer; which method and- order is ordained to be inviolably ufed and obferved for.the -
future, by the magiftrates and council of this burgh of Fortrofe, as unite, after the fame is approven and :
ratified by-the enfuing. Honourakle convention of royal burrows’ act. = Sic ubferibitur, Geo, Mackenzie pr. .
- Jo. Dallas baillie, D. Forbes baillie, Robt.: Clark :baillie, Hugh M:Culloch treafurer, Hugh Miller coun-’
ciller; George Houfton cournciller, Hugh Baillie counciler, John Wilfon counciler, Geo. Baillie counciler, |
Donald Davidfon' counciler,” Robest Wiiton counciler, John. Wilfon  counciler, Donald. Watfon. counciler, .

Alex; Watfon.counciler..—Extracted, &e. - i . . R , ‘
R o o ‘ "JOHN DUNDAS.
Jo W R

g BTN

L  MONTROSFE,

SR A S e TSy (g

ST LS e




2

o

AT ey e e

~aog e s

o B ATRS TN T RTINS T ks Ak st

s et
hinJna et

At X S

/. may of thefe incorporations.

[ise T
‘M 0 N T R O § R
Atho;ztrzy:é’, the twenty-fecond day of Fune 1709 years,

“THE which day the counfell confidering, that by the thirty.eight a& of the laft general convention of

‘burrows, each royal burgh within this kingdome is_appointed to fend up their fett to the clerks of the

burrows, to be recorded in manner,-and to the purpofe mentioned in the faid a&, have therefore ordained,
and in obedience to the faid a&, hereby ordains John Spence their town clerk, to certify, by extra® under
his hand, to the clerk of the burrows, that the fett of this burgh is as follows: The.town council confifts
of feventeen merchants and two tradefmen, including in the faid number the provoft, three baillies, the

- dean of guild, the treafurer, and the mafler of the hofpitall. The annual ele@ion is upon Wednefday '

immmediately before Michaelmafs, unlefs Michaelmafs fall upen \Vedﬁefda)’, and then‘ ’Vthe eledion is upon
Michaelmafs-day. . The old counfell eleis the new with this refiritione, that the provoft,” the three bail-

‘lies, the dean of gild, the treafurer, and the mafter of the hofpitall for the immediate preceeding year, are

continued ex officio, members of the counfell for the year immediately following'; the old and new counfell
leit two of thé new counfell, out of which they choice the provoft, ‘and then they leit fix of the new coun- -

feil, out of which they choice the three baillies, and then the new counfell choices the dean of guild and.’

his afleflors ; and then alfo, or at any time betwixt and Martinmafs thereafter, they choice the treafurer,
and betwixt and the firlt of January thereafter they ele& the hofpital mafter. . The provolt cannot be con-"

-tinued longer than two years togetber, and the baillies cannot be longer continued than three years toge-

ther in their refpective offices. The dean of guild may be continued as long as the counfell thinks fitt 5 the’

-treafurer and hofpitall mafter can only be continued for two years together. Extratted forth of the council '

books of the faid burgh by me (/i fubfiribitur), Jo. Spence clerk. Extradted, &e. = = _
o0ks of He Tl burg (S fufribirir)y ' JOHN DUNDAS.

T NOT E.
"~ GuiLpry, about 200. : . o - .
* Hexrrows, very few who are confiderable, and :not burgefles:; "but there are-many fmall heritors not
burgefles. R ‘ ' Co s T
; I%conrok.ulous, none eftablithed by royal charters ; *but there are feven trades, who, it is faid, have
authority from the magiftrates to ele&t heads whom they call deacons and conveeners. The members
connedted with thefe may be about zog; but there are, it is faid, many tradefmen .who are not joined .to

INHaBITANTS, about Gooe.

B R I C H E N

AT Brichen, the fecond day of July 1709 years; the.whilk day, /l?eing .conveened within thertollgo,(‘)tb
of the faid burgh in public councill, Alexander Young provoft, David Young and James Spence baillies,
William Clark dean'of guild, Robert White treafurer, John Doig late provoft, David Robertfon late,b.allhe,
]olmanoi,,Mr Andrew Doig, and William Guthrie, councillors,” (there being abfent Mr John Liddell

. matfter of the hofpitall, Alexander Jamiefon, and David Mylles councillors), taking to their confideration,

that by -the thirty-eight a&-of the lalk general convention of"burrows, each royal burg!x is‘appqiqtgd
to fend up their fett to the clerks of the burrows, the council forefaid conveened as faid is, having,
in obedience to the faid a&, orddined, and hereby ordains, George Spence town-clerk of Brichen, to fend up
.the fett of the faid burgh of Brichen as follows,viz. that the town council of the royal burgh of Brichen con-
fifts of thirteen members, whereof eleven merchants and free brethren of the gild of the faid burgh, and
two tradefmen, all refidenters and inhabitants of the faid burgh, feven of the forefaids thirteen members
ave always a quorum of the faid town councill : The members of the town council forefaid do always,. out

_of the forefaid number of eleven merchants, traffiquers, and inhabitants of the faid burgh, yearly eleét and

7
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Julferibitur) G. Spence.  Extratted, &

‘_[:‘sr 1

clfoofe one provolt, and two baillies, ane dean of gild, towh treafurer, ‘anid maftér of tlte hofpitall, ~ Thiere
is'no day fixed for the annual eledtion of this burgh of Brichen, but either the town council of the Qaid
‘burgh, fometime before Michaelmafs yearly, do appoint and -affix a day for the famen -peremptorie; or 6+
‘therways the provoft or praefés of the town council for the time, doe call ane councill to meet at-any
time they think fitt, fome few days, more or lefs, as they pleafe, not exceeding five or fix days, and molt
frequently fewer days before Michaelmafs, in order to choife a new counfell, and leit the magiftrates ; and
then the old counfell eles the new councill, and both old and new councillors leit two perfons of the new
councill, in order to choofe one of them provolt ; and-a leit alfo of four perfons bf the rew councill, to the

. end two baillies may be ‘chofen but of the fame ; and then the conncill appoints one day, frequently two,

three, and fometimes four or five days thereafter, for the ele@ion and head court, and canfe-make -publick
intimation thereof by tuck of drum through the whole burgh : And, upon the day appointed for the elec- -
. tion, the new councill meets, and, in-conjun&ion with the fix deacons of:craffts of the faid-burgh, out of the
faid leit of two for the provofirie, elec ane provoft for the enfuing year, and then be vertus of ane con-
tradt betwixt the Bifhop of Brichen, Patrick Maull of Panmure, and the magiftrates and town council of
Brechin, in. anuo 1630 years, ‘the Earl of Panmure, or any having right-from him, being called, name &
bailie out of the faid leit of four perfons fo made by the town councll, and to' which baillie ke is
obliged to give and grant ane deputation of the offices of julticiary, and conftabulary within the faid burgh
-of Brichen ; and then the councill and deacons of craffts, out of the remaining tlree.perfons choofe a-
nother baillie, and thereafter the council do choofe an dean of guild, town treafurer, -and malfter -of the
hofpitall. Extracted furth of the town-council bocks -of Brechin, by me George Spence town clerk; (fie

JOHN DUNDAS.
Jowo

‘1mo, The council of the faid burgh muft confift 6f at leaR feventeeh, and not above nineteen, (tlie
‘prefent magiftrates included), whereof the conveener chofen by the deacons of trades, ex officio, is always
rone, who, at the ele@ion of magiftrates, has two votes, one as conveeuer, and the other as councillor.
2do, None can be on the leit to be a baillie, but he that exerced the office of a treafurer within burgh, and
:aone can be on the leit to be a provolt, but he that has been a baillie, and the baillies are only capable to
be eledted two years without intermiffion, - and a provolt three. 3£, The-old eouncil previous to the leit~
ing, chofes the new, and tlien the new councill fua chofen, leit tuo provofls and four baillies, which leit

. is{ent yearly to the Earl of Panmure, and his Lordfhip chofes a baillie who is firft baillie of the burgh.

4io, After the Eail of Panmure has chéfen his baillie, and the leit is returned, the clerk tranfmitts copies
of the leet to the refpedive incorporations, each of whom have a vote in the eleion of the magiftrates, and

. they empower one-or two of their own number to go thro’ each incorperation, and take up the votes,

and thereafter the council chofen as dbove, ‘meet, where - thofe ‘appointed by the incorporations appear’
~and give in their votes, and the-council eleéts a-provolt, and another baillie out of the leet to'ferve for the
“enfuing year, " 55, In oafe of ane equality of vétes,’ anesit'the election of magiftrates and others, the pro-
voft as prefes, ‘or, in his abfence, ,the next magiftr.t prefent at the time,. has the cafting vote, befides his
vote as a councillour, providing he take the firlt vote as fuch. ' 6, All commiffioners to parliament and
convention of burrows are chofen by the town council.’ - Extrated furth of the records of -the town coun=
eil of the faid burgh, -upon the 26th day of June, 1710 ‘year, by me, fic fubfiribitur, Geo. Adam clerk,

) - JOHN DUNDAS,
o 7w ¥
. . NOTE. . _ _ o
‘Council of old, by charter from James VI. was eléGted by the free ‘burgefles and inhabitants, both as

to the counfellors and magiftrates. ~ By the influence of the family of Panmure, the old conftitution was
altered -about the't700, and the above fett formed. It is faid, that Lord Panmure, by -his- acceflion to

" .Extra&ed, &c.

) t'he~r.¢bellion 1715, forfeited his nomination of the eldeft bailie ; fince which time the conltitution has un-
_der_gone;f;veral amendments as follows.” 1/4’ The focieties of feamen: and labourers have-a yote at the e-
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JeQion of magiftrates. ~ 24, The fociety of the guildry return annually two of their num ;
eoufglf—-Gu%ldry about 1,50.—Incorporations eltablifhed by royal charter are 7, exclufive of the three fo-
cieties above mentioned.. The members conneéted. with the. whole. are about 300.-~Inhabitants about

§ooo. - .- AN . - ’ S

A e The old cour;éil of the faid town, confifting of nine perfons, with the “prefent magifirates of
the’?hpi:iml’:g;gh, e<:l(1)ofes the new magiftrates for the enfuing year. - Jter, The faids new cleited magiltrates,

* with the faid ‘old council of the faid- town, chefes the new council for the faid enfuing year. he faid:
yearly eletion of the faids magiftrates and town council is made at or about: Michaelmals ;. this fett is gi-
¥en into the committee of the royal burrows by Robert Bruce prgfent _baldltke of Ethe %xc; bt;:gh,~ at Edin-
b ] : . S ibitury. Rob, Bruce clerk. Extrafted, &c. ~ - = -
bur.g.h,,the 6th. day. of. July, 1710 years. _Sté ﬁc}{ffr:b:tur, b. Sru v L OHN 1,) CNDAS

I N VE R U R‘f» E. -

wprimi Th? oldvcouncil of the faid town, confifting of nine perfons, with the prefent magiﬂ:{ates of

theI tgigﬂl;;;gh, chofes the.new magiftrates for the enfuing year.. Item, The fald new elected magiftrates, .
with the faid.old council of the faid.town,. chofes the new f:ouncll- for the faid enfuing year. Jiem, The.
yearly ele@tione of.the faids ixiagiﬁrates and town council is made at or about. ch}xazlmafs- da'y. This.
fett is given into the committee of the royal burrows by Joha- Ferguffon . prefent baillie éo}f dthe faxd.bgrgh,_
at Edinburgl?,,.thc 6th dayt.‘of Jp!y, 110 ysaxfs.. Sic ﬁ;éﬁnb:tw;,_]j, Fg_rgtugor(a). HEﬁra De. b&lfl As
' ’ ’ SR ’ o LW

I'NVERBERVYTY

16 *homfon common clerk:of - the town of ; Inverbervy, doe -hereby- teftify-and-declare, That it:
hafhci)cezzxg,eé’rlxgor:gggxilsfothe.conﬁam and pradtifed cuftom,’ conformto law, to elet and. chofe. the pro«.
volt, baillies, and town council of:the burgh of - Inverbervy.yearly upon the. Wednefday immediately pre--
ceeding Michaelmafs day, and, if Michaelmafs day. fall upon Wednefday, then to ele&.the fame day, in -
manner-followin‘g._ The number whereof . confilts of ﬁftegn membgrs, the provoft, the- bailliesy dean of .
ild, and treafurer; being fixof the faid number ; and the qther; nine: members are chofen'.‘by», the o}d;,
gbm’xcilv in order, conform to the form and pradtice obferved in.royal burrows “yearly upon the forefaid .
occafions.. . In teftimony:whereof, 1 have fubfcribed thir prefents, at Invcrkcrvy, th;.gd dgy:;-.pf July, 1709,
years. . Sie fufribita, Geo. Thombone clerk. Eatraledy &e. .y g

[ R -
'

1 the gensral.convention ofFoyalbiizrows, holden at Edinburgh-upon the 8th day-of July 1706 years;
‘SyItNhetixesé:;::: therein conveened',y ‘the v'vhich,day,'an'cnt the petition of the burgh of Elgin, craving the' .
convention would ratify and approve .of .the fett.made and pronounced. by the commiflianers of the burghs.
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‘of Dundee, Aberdeen, Montrofe, Invernefs, Tain, Banff, Nairn, Forrefs, and Fortrofe, by warrand .of
ane ad of the laft general convention, to compofe the'differences of the faid burgh ; which being confider-
ed-by this prefent convention, they ratific and approve of the faid fett, in the haill heads, claufes, and teh-
nors thereof ;" and ordain the fame to be keeped inviolably, as the conftant fett and rule of government for
the faid burgh, in all timé coming, and to be recorded after the fubfcriptions to the ad@s of this prefent
convention ; of which fett the tenor follows: Att Elgin, the 13th day of September 1705 years, the
‘which 'day the committee did make the following fett, which they ordained to be a' conftant platte. forme
and ltandart thereanent for the future, to be firitly obferved, without the leaft alteration oz change, viz.
That the number of the town councill of Elgin fhall confift of feventeen councillers, (including the deacon-
conveener for the time) and two other deacons of trades, which two deaconls are to be chofen by the coun-
‘cill, “conforme to theitrades their contract with the gildrie : Jrew, That Munday preceeding Michaelmafs
‘yéarly,"be the day of the ‘elecion of the new councill for the enfuing yeat : Jtzm, That Tucfday there-

of the gildric and two of the trades, and in their place as many elected of the famen quality ; Jtem, That,
out of the forefaid number of the councill, there {hall be chofen ane provoft, four baillies, dean of gild,
“and treafurer, and other office-bearers,” which provoft fhall not continue in office of provoftrie above three
years at once; but prejudice always to change him yearly, as the councill fhall think fitt ; and the faid
baillies,” dean of gild, treafurer, and other office-bearers, fhall not continue in their faid office above two

guild; and treafurer, fhall, ex offiiis, be continued on the councill for the next year after they are put off
their refpective offices: Jzems That the old councill yearly chofe the new councill, and that both old and
new councils yearly chofe the magiftrats, and other office-bearers : Jtem, That no perfor be capable to be
elected a magiftrate, office-bearer, or councillor, within the faid burgh, except refidenters and burgefles
. ‘within the fame, acual traders, and trafiqueing merchants, bearing fcott and lott, and portable charges,
“with neighbours thevein : ften, ‘That the.councill {hall yearly chofe out ‘of their number, five affeffots to
sthe dean of gild, to fitt with him, whereof -three, with the dean of gild himfelf, are to be a quorum:
Atem, "That the town-councill fhall yearly chofe fifteen perfons extraneous fiom the councill, whereof two
of the trades, and nine to be a quorum ; -which fifteen perfons, fo chofen, fhall give their oaths de fideli ba-
fore the council, and fhall be ftent-mafters for the enfuing year, for proportioning, in prefence of a baillie,
all the ftents to be impofed within the burgh that year : Ztzm, That no ftent be impofed on the inhabitants
of the burgh (except the public'cefs due by law) without .confent of ane head court: Zem, That, on the
fecond Tuefday of September-yearly, the magiftrates call ane head court, and there expofe to the whale
inhabitants the prefent condition and circumftances of the burgh, and of the common good thereof, and
- of their own management of the famen j’ and that the haill office bearers, books, and accompts, lie on the
council-table yearly, twenty. days. preceeding the head court, for the fatisfadtion of all concerned. - And
the faid committee witted and decerned, that the above fett fhould fland and continue inviolable and un-
changeable in ail time coming, for the rule and government of the fuid burgh of Elgin, and fhould com-
- mence and take effe@ at Michaelmafs 1706 years, and ‘yearly and continually thereafter ; certifying .the
breakers thereof, that 'the royal burrows would notice and punifh them accordingly, and (dte themlelves
-again(t them. '+ "The committee-adjourned the faid meeting till to-morrow, at which time they would con-
idér the other grievances, binc inde, under fubmiffion’; and the praefes did fubfcribe the faid federuat, for
‘and in name of the-meeting ; fic fubferibitur, Alex, Leflie, P, At Elgin, the 14th day of September 1705
.years, the-forefaid haill committee prefent, uf fupra ; the faid day, the committee, confidering that.the a-
‘boveifett, made for regulating.the ele@tion of the magiftracy and town councill of Elgin, in manner con-
" tained-in their lafk federunt, does not take effé&t till Michaelmafs 1706 years; and ‘that both.:parties fub-
-mitters are-defirous, by their reprefentations given in to the committee, binc Jnde, whereto their fubmiffion
‘s referred, ‘to have all their differences removed ;. therefore, théy, as judges arbitrators, and as having
s.po\.veri’by"t'h,c faid fubmiflion,’ ‘reprefentation,iand anf{wers thereto, it.is referred, for ;preventing the-factions
and débates that may arife betwixt the faid partics fubmitters, anent the elettione of their magiltracy and
vcouncill for the faid next znfuing year, did ‘nominate- ane councill for the faid burgh for‘the faid year, as
- -atlength is contained in the decreet-arbitral figned by the faid cornmittee on the back of the:faid fubmif-
Afion, -whofe names are as follows; “Thomas ‘Donaldfon and Thomas Calder, prefent baillies.of Elgin, Mir

i
William

after, immediately pj-”c;'cg'eding Michaelmafs, as faid is, be the day of the elecion of the magiitrates and -
other office-bearers of the faid burght ftems, That there {hall be putt off yearly off the old council, three -

years at once, but prejudice to change them yearly, as faid is: Jrem, That the provoft, baillies, dean of -

T
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-William Sutherland and Robert Innes, late baillies thereof, William King late provoft of the faid burgh,

Thomas Ruffell late treafurer of the faid burgh,  James Innes elder, dean of  gild thereof, Alexander Bro-
die, James Gordon fenior, James Fenton, William Mitchell and John Sinclair merchants in the faid burgh,

- . William Gordon prefent treafurer, and Kenneth M<Kenzie apotheeary .in the famen burgh, Alexander

Catto prefent conveener, John Walker deacon of the hammermen, and William Innes deacon to the-fhoe-

.takers ; the. committee ordained the fubmiffion and decreet-arbitrall to be given to the town-clerk of El-
‘gin, and by him to be regiftrat in the town-court books, that all perfons, upon payment, may.have accefs

thereto, ‘and gett extraés thereof. - The committee alfo appointed ane extrat of the haill federunt of the

’ faid 'meeting to be figned by the praefes and clerk, and given to the town of Elgin, which they ordained

t0 be infert and recorded in their councill books ; as alfo appointed the clerk to extra@ the faid haill fede-
runt, and give each of the faid committee ane extra®, and likeways appointed the praefes to fend to the

"next general convention of burrows another extra& figned by him-and the clerk, as the report from the faid

meeting, and the faid haill committee did fubfcribe the faid federunt; fic fubferibitur Alex. :Leflie p. W.
Crookfhanks fenior, Ro. Turnbull, Hugh Rofs, Malcolme Rofs, J. Brodie, Hugl} Baillie, W. I"Iqme. "Ex.
tratted by warrand of the faid committee by (/fic fubferibitur), Alexander Leflie p. Pat. Leflie clk. . Ex-
‘tracted forth of tlie records of the royall burrows by Mr Adam Watt town clerk of Edinburgh, and con-

jun@ general clerk to the royal burrows. . This extrad is taken from the council books of Elgin by me (/e

(ubfcribit mes Anderfon clk. Extra&ted, &c. .. -, - F T
,/\"fff"."”’)’laﬁ e ST 0 JOHN DUNDAT

B A N F R

= AT /Banﬂ",“thertﬁenty day‘ of June,l']og Ayea:rsn, ﬁ},}mw of ane head court, John Mark: ‘provoft of

:Banff, James Clarke, and John® Anderfon, bailies of the faid burgh, John Ogilvie dean of gild, William
Thomfone treafurer, Fhomas Wallace deacon conveener, John Mt_:rray, James Qray, George' Steuar.t,.
George Garden, Robert- Philp, Thomas Cock, Mark Maver, councilors of the faid burgh. .. The. faid
day, ané head court of the faid burgh, intimat be tuck of drum through the haill burgh, whereby- the

haill inhabitants, burgeffes and heritors thereof,” were firidtly commanded to attend the faid court, within

the:tolbooth thereof, this day and place, to the effect after mentioned; and the faids haill inhabitants bur-
gefles,. and heretors of the faid burgh, being frequently mett, con{:orm to the faid appontment, and taking
to.their. confideration.the twenty-ninth paragraph of the miffive, direct to the magiltrates of the burgh of

Banff, and figned be Adam Watt, town clerk of Edinburgh, and conjunct clerk. of the royal burrows,

in name of the Right Honourable the Lord Provoft, Baillies, and Council, of the burgh of Edinburgh,
bearing, that by the thirtie-att of the lalt general convention,. each royall burgh within this kingdom was
.appointed to fend up their fett to the clerks of the burrows, to be: recorded in- ane particular book to be

- keeped for that very purpofe, to-the end any:queftion about their refpective: fetts may . be quickly difeuft

upon producing. the faid book, and that betwixt and. the next convention,. certifying fuch as fhall fail there-
in,: they fhould, be the next general convention, fined: in the fum of two hundred pounds Scots money.
-And ficklike, that the fett of the burgh, as it now ftands by ane-a&’ of the faid burgh, bearing date the

" feventh day of O&tober,” 1704 years, is fo burdenfome and heavy on the burgh, that the famen-cannot be

fapported, be reafone- of the paucity and fearcity of men to. this burgh pertaining, able.capable to.carry
charge therein, and.admitt to be fo changed and cle€led:as in the faid aé required,. being, that it appoints

. .the haill:council: to:be changed, except old four-of the laft year’s council, every year,. and the haill magi- -

firacy and: office-bearers.. Sicklike every year, which the court reprefents as ane, intollerable ' greivance,
not able to be-born,. and therefore alters and refcinds the faid a& of fett of elettione, of the dat.e-forefgnd,‘
in fo far allennerly:as is contradiCtory to. the fett underwritten, appointed .to be' the only rule-in.all time
«coming, for eleding the council and office-bearers of the burgh of Banff yearly, in manner following, ‘to

| ".witt, the old: council of the year preceeding fhall, previous to the term:of Michaelmafs; meet within the:

_council-houfe yearly, on the days and dates formerly appointed by adts of council, for chofing of the com-
mon. council: and magiftrats; and.that the number fhall not exceed feventeen councilers yearly, (].I\.\thqh
aumber fhall be included the deacon conveener and his affeflor, to-be chefen as formerly) and there make:
-ehaice. of eight councilers,, for the preceeding year’s. coungil,, to- be councilers. for that ‘fuccggd‘mg year,,

and:
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- the town officers, with a lilft of the burgefles, qualified in manner after fpecified, to.have voté in the elecs
. magiftrates and council, upon Michaelmafs day in the forenoon, conveen within: St Magus kirk in Kirks
- wall,. and receive the votes of the faid burgeffes, and trades, each burgefs to vote for one to be provoft,

-votes, both as to the leit of provofiry and bailliary, conform to cuftom. - And that the provoft fo- ele@ted

- dtem,. That no. proxies be admitted for abfents, excepting only for fuch as were prefent upon the place at
* making up of the leits, qualified as faid is and charged to be prefent perfonally, or at their dwelling-pla-
“ces, as ufeds, but neceffarily called away thereafter, - Jzem, The provoft and baillies to be eleted in man-
-ner forefaid, fhall, upon: Michaelmafs afternoon, or mext council day’ thereafter, by plurality: of votes,

.and treafurer, chofe the new council; and,. if any of the old magiftrates. be chariged, and new.ones chofen

- old deacons upon the leit of deaconrie, and given into'the council, out of which leit, the magiftrates and
countil fhall, by plurality of votes, chofe one.of each crafft to.be deacons.for. the enfuing year. - ExtraQed

and then make; choice of eight new councilers, which, with the' deacon’ conveerter to be chofen be the
trades, makes up the number.four, out.of which the. office-bearers of burgh, fuch ‘as provoft, baillies,
dean of gild; sand treafurer, are appointed yearly t6 be chofen, and then the haill council of the preceed«
ing year, with the eight to be chofen for the fubfequent year, and the deacon conveener chofen that year,
fhall yearly chofe the provoft that year, whofe election fhall not continue but to Michaelmafs next year,
but then may be chofen for ane fecond year, which eledtion for that fecond year fhall not continue but as
above, but may, if the council determine, be chofen for ane third year to continue as above, and no
-longer ; but hereafter, fhall chofe another provoft, and fhall lay that preceeding provolt afide, for that
fubfequent year, and never come in office unlefs his merit deferves, and he be chofen again after the in-
terval of ‘one, two, or three years, or more, as it to them fhall feem fitt. And the number of baillies,
to confift of three or four baillies yearly, as the council fhall appoint from year to year, and time to time,
to be ele@ted, chofen, and nominate, firflt, fecond, and third years, if the council think meet-and conve- -
‘nient, in the famen manner, and after the method the provolt is appointed yearly to be chofen ; and after
they, or-any one of them, has ferved three years, to be laid afide, unlefs they be chofen again after fuch
-an interval as is above written, appointed for chofing a provolt in the cafe forefaid, and ‘the dean of gild
to be ficklike chofen yearly, and may ficklike continue in that ftation the fpace of three years alennerly,
and no more, in cafe he be chofen yearly in manner above prefcribed ; as alfo the treafurer yearly as a~
forefaid ; which the haill court of unanimous confent without contradidion, ftatuts, conflituts, enads,
and ordains, to be the only method of ele®ion in time coming, commencing at Michaelmafs next to come;
refcinding and annulling . all former ads contrare hereto in any fort, whereon ac extracted by me, fic

Subferibitury Ji Cock, clerk, Extratted, &, i

.+ SETT of the burgh of Kirkwall is as follows, viz. that the burgh fhall have ane provolt, four baiilies,
ane dean of gild, and ane treafurer, and fixteen councilers, whereof the four deacons of craffts to be four,
to be eletted in manner following, viz. the magiftrates and.council fhall yearly, fome fix or eight days be-
fore Michaelmafs day, meet in their council chamber; and by a plurality. of votes, make a leit’ of two out
of the council; to be with the then prefent provolt upon the leit of provoftrie,” and four out of the council -
.with the then prefent baillies to be upon the leit of bailliary, and double of which leits figned by.the. com-
mon clerk or his depute, fhall be given to the four trades, or their deacons, and another double to ane of

tion, bearing ane warrand to the faid officer, for charging the faids burgeffes to be prefent at the ele@ion -
upon Michaelmafs day about eleven of the clock, at ringing of the bell, to give their votes; and. that the
and four to'be baillies, and each trade by their deacon, or eldeft crafftfmen upon the place, ' to- have. two
fhall continue for two years, and the baillies for one year ; notwithftanding whereof, the provoft or baillies

‘may‘be'cm}tinued longer, if they be of new ele@ed..” Jrern, That no honorary burgefs, or burgefles, not
adtually refiding within burgh, or not fcotting or lotting with the burgh, fhall have vote in. the eleion.

chofe ane dean of gild, and ane treafurer, out of the old council ; and the provoft, baillics, dean of gild,

in their place,” the old fhall. continue to fitt in council the fucceeding year.' Jtzm, That.the magiltrates
and -council being fo chofen, the four feveral trades {hall name. two of each crafft to_be with.the refpeive
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from the Fécords of the faid argh at Kirkewsll, thie twenty third day of June, 1712 years, by e, Ge 3
. ¢ IR R I AR : ¢

\Sp§ij¢c, common clerk thereof; "fic fubferibitur,” Geo, Spence: ’ Extta&ed, ' &ci*" 1
SO oy Do S DT e DG T R '

"THE town of Wick wwas ere@ed into a Burgil fdyal the twentyjﬁﬁ}.x of S"eﬂpiembcr ‘15809, by e Earle
-of Caithnefs, who, by the charter of eretione granted to the town, obliged them to chofe their magiftrates
‘by his advice ; fo that the-confant fett of the town was to allow the Earle :of Caithnefs to be provoft; iand

him to chofe one of the baillies, and the town only chofing the other, and thereafter the:provoft and -
ithe two baillies to nominate feven .councilers of burgeffes and heritors within the faid town ¢ But now, fince

-the Earl of Caithnefs does not concerne about the provoftrie, the town has been,” and are in-ufe to chofe
their own proveft and. two baillies, by the plurality of the pole; and the ‘provoft, “in conjunéion with’ the
two baillies (if on thesplace), doe nominate the feven councilers, with ane dean- of gild anid'tréafarer.” TThis
isthe true fett-of this burgh, as is verified by (/e fubferibitur) Alexander Doull baillie, J. Manfon counciler,
‘Alexr. Poull counciler, Geo. Sinclair counciler, Alexr. Muliken counciler, Will. Murray counciler.

iIn the General Convention'of Royal Burrows, holden at Edinburgh, the feventh.day of Fuiy
: 1716 years ;- AR : o Lo
. THE which day, the convention, anent the petition given inbe John Calder, commiffioner for the burgh
-of Wick, for himfelf, and in name of the reft of the-magiftrates, town council, and burgeffes thereof, fhew-
ing, that King James the Sixth, by a charter under the great feal -produced, dated the twenty-fifth of Sep-
‘tember 1589 years, did ere& the town of Wick into a burgh royal,” and appointed the magiftrates and
town council thereof to be elected yearly, with advice and .confent of George Earl of Caithnefs, ‘his “heirs
“and fucceffors ; with this further qualification, that they fhould not ‘be chofen any -other manner:-of way’:
And albeit, the import of the forefaid claufe and limitation, in favours of the -Earl- of Caithnefs and his
fucceffors, is, that the magiftrates fhould prefent a-leit of the perfons to be chofen for his approbation, which
thas been explained by the cultome and pratice of this-and all other ‘burghs, where fuch “a confent’is ne-
ceffary by the charter of eredtion yet, upon -miifapprehending the trize’intent and defign of the claufé,

there has been of late forne: variety in the method of -ele@ion in‘the faid burgh, efpecially in-abfence of the
upon whom the right of the earldom of Caithref§, .

'

Earl of Braedalbane, and the Lord Glenorchy his fon, ! {
_and whole ‘priviledges theréof is eftablifhed. - And feeing it is-abfolutely requifite for the ‘gnod order “and

-government of the faid burgh, that a fertled rule for the eledions in all time coming fhould be laid down,

~according to the neaning and import of the faid charter of erection, therefore craving the convention to
-appoint that, in all time coming, the magiftrates for the time fhould make  leit of the perfons’tobe ¢hofen
“for the following year, and that the faid leit be prefented to the faid Lord Glenorchy -and his ‘fucceflors,
‘who are invelted with the right of the faid earldom and priviledges, that he or they ‘may chofe out of ‘the
“faid leit magiftrates for the enfuing year, and -that the fid magiltrates may choife the town council ; -and
* ‘that the convention would authorize the forefaid fett ‘s -ane ‘rale to be obferved in all‘tithe coming,

as the petition figned by the faid- John Calder ‘bears :=—Wehich “being read, the convention ‘remit" .

ted the confideration thercof to the commiffioners for -the burghs of *Invernefs, Dumfermling, Sel-
kirk, Whithorn, Dingwall, and Campbelltown,’ ¢ i

to the convention. Accordingly the committee this day reported, That they having corifidered the petition anid
grounds thereof, with the particular claufe-of the faid origindl “charter-in favours of the Earl of Caith-

.mefs and bis focceflors, referring to the eledtion of the magiltrates -thereof, which' Tuns in thefe-words:

~s¢ Cum {peciali et plenaria poteftate liberis inhabitantibus et burgenflibus difti _burgi, et fuis fuccefloribus
“in futarum, cum expreflo- avifamento et confenfu di@i noflri confaniguinei ‘Georgi ‘Conitis ‘d¢ Caithnefs,
“ejus ‘hacredum ‘et fucceflorum, ‘et non aliter, feu alio modo pracpofitum, et -quatuor balivos di&i burgi
“incolas et habitatores, una cum thefaurario, gildae decario, confulibus, burgenfibus, ferjeandis, dliifque of-
ficiatiis neceffariis intra ditum burgum, pro-gubernatione-ejuldem faciendi, -eligendi,  conftituendi, -et:cre-

' Zandi,” &<, - And they likewife having confidered the circumfances of the faid burgh, it was.the unani- -
: . ’ . . Imous

’

as a committee, and to report their épinionithereanent .

sy ]

mous opinion of the commi.ttce, That the exprefs confent of the Earl of Caithnefs, and their fucceffors
to the eledtione of the magiftrates of the faid burgh was indifpenfably neceffar; and the making a leit by
the magiftrates for the time being, confilting of two, out of which a provoft, and four, out of which two -
b:culhes are to be named, and the prefenting the fame thirty days before Michaelmafs to, and the appro-
-ving thereof by the Lord Glenorchy and his fucceffors, as coming in place of the Earles of Caithnefs, or
,b.y his {he'nft‘-deput there, in cafe of his abfence forth of Scotland, ought to be the rule of election in all
time coming ; and that thefe magiftrates, when fo chofen and eleded, are to chofe feven councilers, a
‘treafurer, and a dean pf gild; and that the prefent magiftracy reprefented in this prefent convention be
‘authorifed, before expiration of their office, to_proceed in thele terms at the next ele@tion for the enfuing
year, a_md fo forth in all time coming. -And the committee find, That the former fett, recorded in the
burrow books,” d'flted th.e‘ 3oth of Oétober, 1711, was’ not, conform to the charter of eredion, as the re-
.port bears. . Which petition, grounds thereof, and report, being confidered by the convention, ‘and ane

" .queftion being moved, and putt to the vote, approve of the report of the committee fo as to take effedt im-

‘mediately, or only after July, 1717 years, betwixt and which time parties might obje&. It carryed,

*. That it fhould take effe&t immediately ; and therefore the convention authorized and appointed, -and here-

by authorize and appoint, the prefent magiftrates and council of the burgh of Wick, and their fucceflors -
.in office, in all time coming, to make their clettions in'the terms of the above report, conform’ to the
forefaid charter of eredtion, - Extrated, &c.- E s ,
e e e e JOHN DUNDAS. .
e O We

D1 N G W A L. L

* AT the Michaelmafs head court, holden be the magiftrates and town councill of the burgh of Dmg-

wall within the tolbuith of the famen, upon the gth day of Ocober, 1710 years, Kenneth Baine of Tul. -

loch, ‘younger, one of the faid council, and commiflioner appointed for reprefenting the faid burgh in the -
laft general convention of the royal\burrows.holden at- Edinburgh in July preceeding, produced the
‘draught of the a& of fett for regulating the election of the magiltrates and council of the faid burgh, con-
‘certed: with the, ne'ighbgprmg burrows, by appointment of the faid honourable conventione, and after.the
‘the fame was publickly read, 'fmd duly confidered by the faid magiftrates.and town council, it was - putt
‘to the vote, approve of the faid draught or not ; and carryed unanimoufly approve, and thereafter it was
ordained by the faids magiftrates and town council, That the forefaid aét fhould be recorded, and ane
‘authentick extract thereof tranfmitted under the hand of their clerk, by the commiffioners that fhall be.ap-
pointed to reprefent the faid burgh at the next general convention,” that the fame may be ratified and ap-
‘proven by the faid honourable convention ; of the which act of fett, the tenor follows thus.: ‘The annual

-“ele&ion of the.magiftrates and council of the burgh of Dingwall, fhall be upon the zgth of September,

when it falls to be Tuéfday, and when it falls upon any. other day, the next Tuefday thereafter ;. the

" which day, the then prefent council being mett in the-ordinary place, fhall chofe a new council, to confitt

of fifteen perfons, who muft be merchants or tradefmen, refiding in the burgh, or heretors, bearing a p:
of all the publick burdens of the burgh, out of which number gf ﬁftecn.ofgn;w council,.l,:hc ?iglgczu}:iﬁ
fhall chofe a provoft,”two baillies, dean of gild, and treafurer, by making three leets for the provoft, four
for the baillies, and two for the dean of gild, ‘and two for the ‘treafurer, without befng reflricted ‘to have
'the,/old mag:@rgtes on ’t‘h.';: leets; th_e provoft, dean of gild, and treafurer {hall not continae longer than -
three years without being changed, but the baillies may be continued five years ; and the provoft, baillies
:dcan of gild, and .tr;:?.fur;r,» are to be continued in the’ number of . fifteen councilers, the next y,ear afte;
they go out of their offices ; and none fhall be capable to bear any office of magifiracy in the town tifl
he be two years a “counciler, ‘and there fhall be two at lealt of the council changed every year.  Extraded
by me, jic fubferibitur, Jo, Tuach clerk, - Extradled, &c. - . 5. . oo R E et
v . ol tesioiy s i~ "JOHN;DUNDAS,
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.. AT Taine, the cighteenth day of Augult 1708 years; the which day, in obedience to ane a& of the
general convention of burrows, holden in July laf, dire@ed to the burghs of Aberdeen, Invernefs, Elgin
"Banff, Nairn, Forrefs, Dingwall, Dornock, and Fortrofe, or any five of them to be a quorum, to meet a;
this burgh this prefent day, for making enquiry into the ancient conftitution, ufe, and wont of the ele@tion
~of magiftrates and town council of the faid burgh of Taine for feveral years -paft, and to call for the books
.and records of the faid town to that effet, and to endeavour, as much as in them lyes, to create a -good
underftanding among( the inhabitants of the faid burgh, to the end they may live in amity and peace, and
to report their diligence to the next general convention, as the faid a& and commiflion, of the - date the

thirteen day of July laft, containing feveral other heads, as in itfelf more fully bears ; conforme whereup. |

to, and in obedience whereof, compeared Alex. Duff of Drummoor, provoft of Invernefs, who was one of
‘the members of the faid laft convention, as commiffioner for the faid burgh of Invernefs ‘to this prefent
‘meeting : As alfo compeared Kenneth MKenzie younger, baillic of Elgin, as commiffioner for the faid
‘burgh, and produced his commiffion from the magiftrates and town council thereof to the effec forefaid.
“Likeas compeared Jonathan Dunbar of Tilliglens, one ‘of the prefent baillies of Forres, and produced his
-commiffion to the effect above fpecified. Allo compeared Daniel Dingwall, one-of the prefent baillies of
Dingwall, and produced his commiffion to the effect above rehearfed ; which three commiffions are of date
.the fixteen day of Auguft 1708 years inftant. - And likewife compeared Wm, Tolme dean of guild of For-
-trofe, and one of the members of the laft general convention, as commiflioner for the faid burgh of For-
trofe to the effet above written ; with power to the faids commiffioners to chofe their own praefes and
clerk, and to that end have chofen the faid Alex. Duff of Drummoor as praefesto their faid meeting, and

- Charles Manfon clerk of Tain as’ their clerk: And we having confidered the councill books of the faid
burgh of Taine far above forty years backward, we find (notwithftanding fome of their books produced
be defetive in feveral particulars), yet that the number of their council, including provoft, baillies, “déan,
-of guild, and treafurer, did not exceed fifteen, and fome years thirteen, till Michaelmas ‘1766 years, at
~which time the Laird of Balnagowin was made provoft, their number was augmented to feventeen; 'W};ic'h
- 18 two more than their ordinair number and old confitution ; and at Michaelmafs 1707, having mett upon
the twenty-ninth day of September, they continued the feventeen of the former years electionie ; and, upon
‘the ninth day of O&ober thereafter, they added fix more to their council, viz. Willlam Lord Rofs, Wil.

- liam Lord Strathnever,” John Lord M<Leod, William Rofs, and John Manfon merchants, and Charles

:Rofs wifmakef in Taine, as new councillers ; ‘and, on the fourth day of June laft, 1708 years inflant, the -

Laird of Balnagowine provoft, having conveened a quorum of the council of the faid burgh, did motione
therein, that, in refped and by the deceafe of John Rofs late provoft, and Alexander Rofs ng or
: d.eath-bed, and the Hon. William Rofs is living at fuch a diftance that he could not attend the faid coun-
: cil, therefore craved that the council thould nominate other three councillets to officiate ; and accordingly
they did proceed and eleted William Rofs of Eafter Fern, William Rofs of Aldie, 'and Thomas Rofs ju-

nior merchant in Tain, to exerce in that Ratione as councillers, which, with the former number, makes

twenty-fix councilors, including the magiftrates. « It is unanimoufly the opinjon of s the members of the
committee, that the election at Michaelmafs 1706, and at Michaelmafs 1707, and the addition of councis
“lers the ninth ‘of O&ober 1707, and the fourth of June 1708, are palpable encroachments upon the cc
-thereof, recommend to the magiftrats and council of Tain in time coming, that they do not exceed the
* number of fifteen councilors, including the provoft, baillies, dean of guild, and treafurer, and that they be
~all men qualified conforme to the adts and conftitutione of burrows, viz, that they be merchants, x
atual refidenters, tradefmen, inhabitants, or {fuch perfons.as can gain or lofe in the concerns of the burgh ;
and that for hereafter their provoft not to continue above three years; being yearly chofen-be the towr:
- council, and that their baillies, dean of guild, and treafurer, continue not above two years, being yearly
* chofen as faid is, and that_they turn off yearly at Michaelmafs four of their old council, and, in place of

them, to choft four new councillers, and the new council fo chofen to ele@ the magiftrates out of the faid -

number of fifteen’s and this ' we give as our report, in obedience to the faid a& and commiffion ;. and we

publickly intimate the fame to the magiftrates, council, and inhabitants of the faid burgh of Tain ; and, in .

teftimony whereof, we and our faid clerk have fubfcribed this prefent report, day, place, and year of God
Do . : . L : : above

baillie, beingon

: O T . X e confli- -
tution of the faid burgh of Tain, and contrare to the fetts of other well-governed burghs: Ard for’remeéld. )

traffiquers,
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-above written, * Sic fulfirititir, Al. Duff for Tnvernefs, Kenneth MeKenzie jun. for Elgin, Jonathan Dun-’

bar for Forres, Dan. Dingwall for Dingwall, Wil. Tolme Fortrofs, Cha, Manfon clerk to the federant,—
Extra@ed, &c, 7 | oo ey T TR T SRR T :
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. Sett of the Burgh. .. . .- o

" “Ane council of the burgh of Tain, holden the zgth day of September 1708 years, by the Laird of Balin-
‘gbv?yri~:}${~b"v6ﬁ, Robert and Malcolme Rofles baillies, Alex, Rofs dean of gild, Andrew M«Culloch treafurer,
.Thomas Rofs late dean of gild, David Rofs late treafurer, William Rofs of Eaflter Fearn, David Rofs of
. Inverchafley, William Rofs of Aldie, Andrew Rofs of Pitfgartie, Charles Rofs, Alex. Manfon, Thomas Rofs

juh. " William . Rofs merchant; the whilk day the magiftrates and council confidering the advice of the
committee fent to this burgh from the lalt convention of the royal burrows, and for preventing of debate

-in all timeé coming, anent the eleion of magiftrates and councillers within this burgh, they enad and or-

"dain, that this prefent council {hall now, on the twenty-ninth of September inftant, firft, ele&t the number

" 'of fifteen perfons qualified, conform to aé&s and conflitutions of the burrows ; and the faid council being

fua :choﬁ_:_nv_ﬂia]! qualify themfelves according to-law; and thereafter thall chofe out of their own number 2

. provoft, two baillies, a dean of gild, and a treafurer, who fhall continue their refpective . ftations,” conform
- to the cuftome and conftitution of this burgh till Michaelmafs next 1709 years,  and then the faid council

_fhall putt off four of their number, and eleét four new councillers, qualified as above, in their place, to make

" the number of fifteen ; ‘and the faid fifteen fhall chofe the provolt, two baillies, dean of ‘gild, and treafurer
* “for the next year, and fua fucceflive in all time coming ; and enacts, that no provoft fhall continue longer

.then three years, and the baillies, dean of guild, and treafurer, fhall continue no longer then two years,
 albeit they be chofen yearly for a longer fpace, and that each magiftrate, at his admiffion, fhall ena& him-
:felf not to continue for a longer (pace of time, and fhall obferve the above fett, under the penalty of five
. hundred merks, and the faid fpace of magiltrates continuance to be counted and commenced from the
" date of thir prefents ; which act above written is approven of emine contradicente. * Sic fubferibitur, David
" Rofs of Balingowan provoft, Malcome Rofs baillie, Robert Rofs baillie; Alexander Manfon, Tho. Rofs,
. William Rofs,. Thomas Rofs, William Rofs, Andrew Rofs, David Rofs,- A. Tulloch, C. Rofs, L. Rofs,
" Wi, Rofs, Al. Rofs.—Extracted furth of the council records of the faid burgh of Tain be me, fic fubferé)

“bitur, Cha, Manfone clerk. .. ..

Inth

- General Convention of Royal Burrows, holden at Edinburgh, the tenth day of Yuly
** The which day, it being reprefented to the convention by the commiffioner for the burgh of Tayne, that
‘the faid burgh laboured under a greatinconveniency, by reafon the fett of their burgh did only allow them
“to eled two baillies, fo that the town was fometimes without a magiftrate, by reafon of their occafional ab-
fence ; which being confidered by the convention, they grant warrand to the town council of the faid
burgh to ‘ele&t a third baillie at their next annual ele@tion, and in time coming, in cafe they fhall think
“proper; and appoint this to be recorded with the fett of the faid burgh.—Extradted, &, - @ o °

R i JOHN DUND A S.

. IN'th_e ﬁrf{ place, ttfle' council cbnf’i_ﬂ:-sx/of: two baillies ) and are treafurer, ‘and of twentf-one ﬂcbuﬁ‘fé'lflor‘s,
confifting of maltmen, merchants, feamen, and tradefmen, and each of the faid counfell yearly leets two,
‘and the whole counfell by votes choofeth one of the two, to be upon the ne - counell till the number be
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. Thereafter there is a day appointed for _r;cei?ing,of the. new counfell, and qualifying 'Qf them’ cdnformef

~.to law, being one day or two before Michaelmas, or upon Michaelmafs yearly. il it ettt

The faid day, after qualifying and receiving the new counfell, the baillies makg their leet, which is fix

perfons leited by each of them, which makes twelve, out of which twelve the baillies, treafurer, and coune
fell, old and new, choofeth fix, and out of which fix the two magiltrats for the enfuing year are eledted, -

* Thereafter the treafurer leits two to be treafurer, one of which are eletted by the baillies and counf_ell_"
- for the enfuing year. Extractéd by me upon the firlt day of July 1710 years.  Sic fub/o‘nbztur,ﬁW Pit-

tullo clerk. * Extracted, &c. -

B s TR T L e
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 Conforme to ane Décreot-arbitral, pronounced by the Earle of Rothes, in Fuly, 1662 years.

ViE R LT ; A

. IN the firt place, for the bétt'et.'.vgowlrérnr;xent of the faid burgh in all txme “coming, we decern and of-

' dain, that the town counfell of the faid burgh fhall ‘confit of twenty-one perfons, to witt, tén who are,

“or have been fea-faring men, eight -who are, or have been trafficking merchants, and three crafftfmen,
“who, befide the haill deacons. of craffts, fhall vote in the yearly ele&tione, which crafftfmen are to:be eledted
- be the counfell, and out of eight perfons promifcuoully of fea-faring men and merchants, of the faid num-

ber of twenty-one perfons, there fhall be chofen: theé provoft forthe year to comeé, two baillies, dean of gild,
- and-treafurer ; and ordains the prefemt counfell-to ele&t and: choife the haill twenty one perfons,” and in all

time thereafter, the old counfell to choofe the new ; and théreafter, the old counfell and new, with the whole -
:deacons of craffts for the time being,-to conveen: yearly at-their ordinar time of ele@tion, and leet, choofe, - .

:and ele@, the faid magiltrates, baillies, -dean of gild, ‘countell; and other officers of the burgh, \.zv.ho_:-fhall
- bear rule for the year to come; and,if any crafftfman exercifing merchandize, for his good qualities fhall
be promoted to the.office-of magiftracy,. in that-cafey he fhall-leave ‘his ‘craffi- and not ,o_ccupy;th,e. fame
be himfelf not his fervants during the time of his office, and fhall not return thereto without:he obtain fpe-
cial licence of the provoft, ‘baillies, and counfell, for that effe&. - Jtem, Ordains, that there be a gild

.counfell prefently elected within' the faid.burgh, ‘and that the faid- dear of gild »be -oné. that: hath - catried -
“the office of magiftracy formerly, and his counfell to confift of fix, befides himfelf, and that the faid dean

of gild and his counfel be now and in time coming, elefted and chofen as the reft of the magiftrates at the
time, and in manner above written, and that there be three of the number. of craffifmen gild brethren,

* qualified to be fo, according to auditor in fhiping hereafter exprefst’; decerns. and ordains, that any of the -
** faid number be élected and chofen to be ane of the faid fix of the ‘gild counfell ‘yearly, in time coming.
" Itemy Decerhs and ordains, that no manner of perfone’ be chofen provoft,, baillies, dean of gild, or trea- -

farer,’ of the faid burgh, (fuppofe they.be burgefles, and able therefore), without they have been ane year

“or two upon the counfell of before, and for avoiding of faions, that non¢ be upon.the counfell above two
years together, except they be office-bearers, and fo by virtue of their “office in the connfell.”" Jrew, That

none be ¢leCted deacon of. any crafft, except that he hath been ane maflter of his crafft two years at

leaft, and that none of them be continued in their office of deaconfhip above two years together. = Ex- -

tracted furth of the publick records of the faid burgh, by me, fic fubfcribitur, Pat. Cunninghame, clerk.
Extracted, &c. ‘ : : - : v R R ;

J W -

CUALE dinbﬁfgh;‘ the twenty-ninth day of Auguft, 1721 years, wee, the committee of the royal burrows,

judges arbitrators chofen by James White prefent provoft of Kirkaldie, as having power, warrand,’ and
commiflion; from the magiftrates and town council”of the faid !)u}-gh, conform to ane a&.of the town
council thereof, dated the eight day of July lalt, 1721 years, for hxmfelf, .and ghg_ faids mvag;ﬁrat‘es and
“council on the one part, and James Ofwald of Dumykeir, merchant in Kirkaldie, and Henry Miller of
‘Powrie, chirurgeon, and late conveener there, for themfelves, and in name and bchalf of feveral of the

burgeffes N ’

» -v JOHNDUNDAS
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burgefles of Kirkaldie, by ane commiffion figned by them.on the other part, con ,
dated the eléventh day of the fuid monh of July lafl, whefeby the fuid partiés did fabinit to the It ge-
‘neral convention of the royal burrows, or their faid. committee, their decifion and final detérmination,

conform to . their fubmiffion,

. the q@ﬂ‘érén¢9§‘ng;vyi)‘:‘t_t]}grxé‘éqggajx}gg in ane petition, given in by the faid James Olwald,” and others, to
- the faid lak. anerjgl convention, as the
b

8 the faid fubmiflion more fully bears, " And the faid committee; judges
arbitrators, having accepted the faid matters debatable upon them, and ‘they being therewith ‘well and
ripely adviled, and after full hearing of both the faids parties, and confideration of the matters laid before
them, find, that the qualification o? having five hundred merks in (hiping, is" not: required ' of thofe who

- are councilers and magifirates in Kirkaldie, . by the decreet-arbitral, which ferves the burgh in place of 'a

fett, but that it is only required of thofe who are admitted gild brethren, and that the faid ‘qualification,
even as to'gild brethren, was never in obfervance.”. As to the fecond point of the petition, relating to the
conveener’s being in ufe to prefent a !t of three trades councillers, and the council’s being in ufe to réa
ceive them; find the fame not proven.’, As to the third point of the petition, find i: was irregular on the

- part.of the town council of Kirkaldic, to receive a deacon of the taillors’ prefented to’ them . by the con>

veener, and his council, and not eleéted by the incorporation of the taillors. © As to ths fourth part of the
petition, find, that frequent debates has happened in the eleQion “of the - agiftrates, ‘and particularly of
the dean of gild, through not:obferving ftrictly “the faid decvect or fett’; and therefore, all in one voice,
after mature dcliberationg, having God and a ‘good confeience before their eyes, they pronounce and give
furth their fentence and decrect-arbitral in‘manner following, to witt, we hereby ordain, that the faid
town council fhall.not, in time coming, receive any deacon, but fuch as are chofen by their refpective in-

corporations, in manner provided by the faid decreet, and hereby difcharges the conveener and his coun~

- il to choofe any deacons in time coming ; and furder, ordain the t_nagiﬁ.ratgs -and “council. of  Kirkaldie,

to have a fpecial regard, in the ele@ion of the magiftrates, to'the rules prefcribed by their faid fett, parti-
cularly, to eleét thie faids magiftrates and’ dean of gild out of the numt ° of eight; -and /g, we decern
and ordain the election of the magiftrates and town council of Kirkaldie to fubfitt, . (Signed) Jo. Wight-
man praefes, John Drummond for Rothefay,” Geo. Irving for Sanquhar, T, Nimmo for Inverary.” Ex-
tralted, &c. - . 0 L S N e S S

SRR o, ... U0 .  JOHN DUNDAS.

S O A CTowW,
L . " *NOTE. - o

- GUILDRY, none, .. i} syt nke D s gy ot Sl et s
-Henirors, who are not burgeflés; the comniittee cannot. condefcend on any. | ..
5 IncorForaTIONS; feven; and the number:of memibers connedted with them about 93.° 7

- InnaBITANTS, about 2000,

Tl

.. AT Bruntifland, the fourth'day of July, 1709 years; whereas,’ by ane a& of the géneral convention
of royal burrows, made in July IiRt, each royal burgh within this kingdome was ‘appointed’ to fend up
their fett to the clerks of tHe burrows, to be recorded i ‘a particular book to bé tképt for that veéry pur-
pofe, to the end any queltion about their refpedtive fetts may be quickly difcuft upon producing the faid
book, and that'betwixt and the niext conyention. * In obedience thereto,’ know, that the fett 'of the faid
burgh of Bruntifland confifts of twenty-one perfons, whereof fourteen -are termed gild councillers, (albeit

they never had a gildrie) 'confifting -of merchants,’ fkippers, feamen, maltmen,” and land-labourers ;' out

~'of which, three are chofen yearly at Michaelmafs, by the old and riew councill, to be baillies, and the o-

ther feven are trades councillors, being each of ilk trade, to witt, 4 fmith, a wright, a baxter, a cordiner,

. [

@ taylor, a flefher, and a weayer; and the three baillies being fua chofen out of the gild councill, the

‘whole councill confifts fill of twenty etfons, Whereof three baillies, and ‘eighteen counfellers, whereof

«eleven gild counfellers, ‘and feven trades counfellers, and if the provolt bs a nobléman he is fupernume-
-rary of:the {ejt,” being twenty-one; but if th
s alfo chofen yearly at Michdelmafs one' of the

ovelt be a burger, Hé is inclufive of \the faid fett; and he
ild counfell, by the old 'and THew council, before they pro-

ceed to the eleion of the baillies, and then thére afe only two biillies thit officiats” with him'; but there
‘has been no burger provolt thir fixty of feventy years bygone. * Tha this is the' fett of the faid burgh of
- Bruntifland, is attefted by me, fic fubferibitur, J6. Seton clerk. , ' ) :

SO D ¥ Q. o : Within
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_their town ‘council, defiring feveral redtificat

ftracy but merchants and a&ual traffickers,  bearing feott ot ! b
. ‘magiftrates be continued ionger than two years at once. " (3¢is,) That’ three of

- 'The Counciy, at prefent 22. Mg

-~ INCORPORATIONS, feven'; and the

" five deacons, declaring that the faids'two baillies, treafurer,

~ in the

* .. Item, The baillies gives out

Within the convention of royal burrows, holden at Edinburgh, the feventh day of July, 1722 years,
The which day, the convention having confidered two memorials from'ihe burgh of Bruntifland,” the one
from the greateft namber of the inhabitants, fubfcribing ; the other from’a great many of the members of
n : 1 tions in the feit of their faid burgh; and the convention having.
wo contending parties i the faid burgh being called -in,
lar r_e&iﬁé‘@t_iqns,'f’a’rid the ‘convention having {een their
council books, and it not appearing from them that the former fett ‘was fufficiéntly warranted from the
faids books, nor from the laws regulating the eledtions’ within burgh, they ftatute and ordain, that in all
time coming, they fhall obferve the alterations following, vii. +(vina,) That none be capable of the magi-
1 g and lott within the faid burgh. ¢ (2ds,) That no
their gild council be an-
nually changed. ~ (4£5,) That no deacon fhall continue above two years together, and that the deacons be
annually.chofen upon the Thurfday preceeding the eledtion of magifirates, at ten in the forerioon, at the
vfual place of their ele@ions ; and appoints thefe alterations Lo be inviolably obferved in all time “coming,
.as a part of the rules for their eleions, .to take place at Michaelmafs ‘next 3 and ordains tvhe"clegks‘of ‘the
zoyal burrows, to tranfmitt ane extrac hereof to the magiltrates of the faid burgh. ~ Extraded, &c. -
. P A . R R Rt At S "‘ZJOHN'DU‘N'D~A'~S€

T I R WL
any of the prefent 'council-“dqi not ‘xj‘eﬁc_lre_ in’ t.he;,bu,rgh‘-

héard the faid redifications propofed 3 and the t
and no objedions made againlt the faid particu

“'GuiLpry, 14 innumber. i TS e
- 'Herrrors who are not burgeffes, about 40." =" " 7
nembérs conne@ted with

i

-y T S O L 2
them, ‘exclufive of journeymen and apprens

i
B

tices, ‘are about §6: | - °.: N
LynasiTanTs, about 15 o

PR TAT FR AT RE LTS I SRR BRPA S OPE e I I DA S P IS AN S

7" 'K 1 NG HORN

" AT Kinghorn, the thirty day of June ry1o years; the which day conveened in councily : Robert Biuce
and John Aiken baillies, James FHouggai treafu ' » i :
John Houggan, John High, Andréw Rattray; John Gourlay, : John Douglas, councillors, and David.Laj
verock and Charles Bofwall deacons. - o Co Tl i neaeaiare s S
" The magiftrats, council, and deacons of craffts, nnanimoufly ratifies and approves of the following ar-
ticles of a fett, to be extralted and fent over to the clerk of the royall burrows with their commiflioner. ..
" Imprimis, The council, confifting of merchants, faillors, and brewers,. to the number of feventeen and.
, ; and: councill, be conftant refidenters, traders,.
_and traffiquers within the faid burgh, = -~ oo L T S
“Jters, Out of the faid number of feventeen, the provolt and twe baillies.are, chofen. yearly.. . = ..o
.. Tien ¢ yeons of craffis, mee unday immediatély before Michaelmafs.
icillors in the foom of fix that'goes off -

». Item, The, council, with the deacons of craffis, meets upon t_};l'ef‘M_ !
- tolbuith, and therg, by leiting and voting choofes fix new,councill
yearly, .U DT

gives out  leit of tio pérfons to'be’provolt, who is clofén by plurality of votes of the

e

haill ‘councill and deacons of eraffts, N L s : L
" Ifem, The baillies. alfo gives out a leit of two perfons to be | illies,. and the. councill adds other-two
“thereto, out of.the faid number of feventéén, which are chofen by- plurality, of  votes,. and “thie haill-old  and:
new coungillors and deacons of craffts. . =T T T L T CEAL IR A A "
" Itew,  Upon Wednefday 'itvmediately. after Michaelmafs, the haill “old and’ ‘new- councillers, .
“deacons of craffts, meets. in the tolbuith, betwixt ten and twelve in the. forendon, and; by plurality of:
_votes,_eleds and, choofes the provoft and the two. bailliés,, declaring always that. the faid two baillies fhall..
“not continue longer then two years in the office.of bailliarie. ... v WA el i
! Zrersy Ont of the hyill council and deacons of craffis, th

reafiiver 1§ chofen by a- lei!f", dﬁéi,i)!‘itraiit:y’ of:

votes, at Marti

fubferibitury "Geo, Treland clk. 0 -

CAitken. ' Extrafted out of the conncil baoks of Kinghorn, by mie : - g L
Altken,” "Extratted out of the counci] baoks o} BIngHOriy 13,10 o/ C“TOHN DUNDAS

Fw.

[62 j.J | , .

rer,>» William Birrell; “Thomas -Kirkaldie, David Valling,

.'qhd:- ‘

imafs yearly, who continue only two years in-that Ration s /i fubferibitur, Ro. ‘Bruce; John. -

. 10, being read and gonﬁdcr.ed, with the .decl,chv,eml of the prefent. members, that from the 1744

0 RGO BEER PR | A o g
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': 462‘ of tbg Royal vBurrafwy, ratifying an alteration in the Sett of the ;B;zirgb of  Kinghorn.

In the :gén‘efexll' convention of the royal bi 5 / : ¢ bur "
yal burrows of Scotland, holden at the burgh of Edinburgh,
therfwtelcfith dgy of July 1769 years, by their commiflioners thérein"conveened ; thge which day, t%;;eugv?:
};r; cl;_ reI a};l read to the convention, a petition from the burgh of Kinghorn, reprefenting, that, by the
of the borough, the eletion of the provoft and baillies takes place upon the Wednefday immedi'ately

~after Michaelmalfs, and the manner of chufing the provoll is by a leet of two perfons at that time named

by the baillies, out of which lift the i i '
! ¢ hic e provolt is chofen by the plurality of votes of the whole council and
deacons of craftts: That it was nnneccffary to eniquire what may have been the original motives of giving .

- the two baillies the fole nomination of the provoft, contrary to the pradice of every other burgh of Scot-

land, and particularly inexpedient in this bor ’ illi i
! : ¢ ough, where one baillie at leaft is,” for moft part, a feafari
man ; {o that, by many accidents, the eletion of a provofl iight be entirely difappointedl): That to rdel;::%

:dy this inconvenience, an overture was propofed in the year 1744, that the majority of the councill fhould

‘have power to add a third perfon to the baillies leet, ouc of which the provoft was t i
‘ overture was upon the fecond of July 1744 unanimoufly approved of bg the council? %Shﬁi%’rﬁi?ﬁ
zonfmqf:d ever fince, but has not hitherto received the approbation of the convention, though from the .
' deg.mmng it was interided to apply to the convention thdt their authority might be interpof;d for ren-
dering th_e faid a& more effe@ual, and which, by an'a& of council of the faid burgh, of date the ,tenth inft, -
it is particularly recommended to their commiffioner and affeflor to this convention, to lay the fame before
‘tl}e l}::orough_s, fo as to obtain their approbation thereof, and praying that the convention, in confideration
;of' the premiffes, would approve of the act of council of the fecond of July 1744, authorizing the addition -
of a:third perfon to the leet of two named by the baillies for the eletion of a provoft, and declare the faid -
‘adt of council 10 be a part of the fett of the burgh'; which being confidered by the convention they tna-
;mmouﬂy approve of the forefaid overture and a& of councill, paft in the 1744, and declare the’ fame to be
‘a part of the fett of the burgh of Kiaghorn in time coming, and appoint it to be engrofléd in the record
“for the fetts of the boroughs for behoof of all conicerned ; and that the clerks to the convention, in giving
cut extradts of the fett of Kinghorn; do infert the above mentioned a&s as-part of it in all tin';'é'cor%ﬁn"g% ‘

" And of which adts of council the tenor follows :—Kinghorn, the twenty-fifth day of June 1744 years; fede:

-runt, Robert- Bruce of Grangemyre provoft, Robert Hamilton junior, {hipmafer, Baillie David Herd trea-

. furer, John Craig fenior, Richard Buift, William Demperfton, Robert Baxter, James Gibfon, John High, .

V\‘h“lam Turpie; Henry Miller, Robert Hamilton fenior, John Demperfton councillérs, David Mdre, John
Thomfon, James Orrock, deacons of craffts. - The magiftrates, council; and deacons éf crafts ’conﬁd,erin
that whereas, by the fourth article of the fett, of this burgh, ratifyed by the conveation of burroughs '”ax?ci '
rc;mrdgd in the borough court-books, it is fixed; that the cleGtion of a provoft and baillies fhallgbe’u on
W L:dnefday immediately after Michaelmafs, and that the bailliés fhall give out a leet of two perfons 'ong of
wh_wh_ to be e}cﬂed~prov0(t; wherefore it was moved, that an ad be made to amend this article i; {o-far
.as it fha]l be in the power of the majority of the council then mett, to add a third perfon to the fuid- Jeet,

" ont of which the provolt is to be elected; and that this amendment, may -be laid before the enfuing general =

convention of'bofoughs to.be by them approven of, if need be. .Kinghor_n,ﬁl,theAfec‘oud day of July 1744,

- federunt, Robert Bruce of Grangemyre provoft, Robert Hamilton junior, and David Gilchrift fhipmalfters,

baillies-of Kinghorn, David Herd treafurer, Rob ilton feni - Mi
vailli in I treafurer, ert Hamilton fenior, :Henry Miller, Robert Baxter, Wil-
liam Demperfione, John Demperfione, John Craigie, Richard Buift, David)DalgIeii’nﬁ coi}ncﬂﬁ)’;::b;ﬁ:id

. 11:21%1;?;3;};? t%étl}c;x}],]jame_s _?rroc];,. anc]i ‘Jo}]m. Thomfun, deacons of craffts ; this day the overture anentthe

: il council, mett at the ele®ion of the magiiir’xtes,‘ having a cer. i :

kL e haill counci ) ates, . havin power. toadd or.etke (two -
iperfons elefted by the baillies to be provoft), one perfon more unanimouﬂygzapproved of . by this -;eeSi;::z. .

-Extra®ted from the council minutes of Kinghorn by (figned) Jo. Mafon, <l dep. . XKinghorn, the tenth day -

.of July:1769 years, federunt, Robert Hamilton provott, Baillie Higgie, ‘Baillie Lighton,. John. Sandets,

“William Menzies, Malcolm Currier, William Reid, Tharas Tofch, G i
‘ . zlg: ! Y 5. Thar George Smith, Je R -
anderKirkaldie, James Robertfon, counfetlors, Andrew Crumbie, D;vid KflloZk, Gcoié?ngi&(:sét‘?deaﬁ{g: .

2 ) ; :
.- The provolt overtured tq the council, that.they would confider the amendment offered to the fourth article -

of the fett of this burgh, which relates to the leet for the provoit, made npon the twenty fth of June 1744 ¢

- yéars ; which motion was unanimoufly approved of bv the.council on the fecond of July thereafter ; and -

as 't:heffai;d a& has never yet been laid be.ore the convention of boroughs for their approbation, and held as -
part of the-fett of this borough, the faid overture and a& above mentioned, with the article of fett referred -

EY
AP

10




ST

e T

L6 ]

- to the laft el;§t10n, the council have been nniformly in ufe, either to approve of the baillies leet as it ther
ftood, or'to add one thereto : “All which being read, confidered, approved, dnd figned by their appointment,
and in their prefence, they do unanimoufly recommend to the commifioner and affeflor, to apply to the
enfuing general convention to abtain the faid approbation to the above mentionéd a&. - Lxtraéted furth of
the council minutes of Kinghorn, by (figned) Jo. Mafon C. Dep. ~ Extraded, &c. U
R Sl e B .. - JOHN DUNDAS.

-

. NORTH BERWICEK . .

) THE ordimmair council cvbnﬁﬁir\lgv of twelve perfons, 'ﬁmevrqhéﬁfsv, “and tra‘dcfrﬁeh, "ixihabit’ants,l'buvr.g.efres,
viz, two baillies, one treafurer, two old baillies, old treafurer, and {ix councillers, conveens the firft council
day immediately preceeding Michaelmafs, and appoints the firk Tuefday after Michaelmafs for elefing

" their magiftrates and council for the enfuing year. . Upon the firft Tuefday after Michaelmafs, the council

being conveened, they leit four of .the molt knowing and fubftantial inhabitants burgefles, out of which,

-by plurality of votes, they eleé two to officiat as councillers the enfiiing year, who, at.their acceptance, are -

-qualifyed conformto law. The two.new councillers being qualifyed and conveening with the old council,
the .scuncxl, then confifting of fourteen perfons, merchants and tradefmen, proceed to:the ele@ion of their
magiftrates for the enfuing year, which is as.follows, viz. 1ms, They leit four of the nine old councillers,

-whereof, by plurality of votes, two are elefted to férve as baillies for a year, who, at their acceptances, takes
_ the oaths conform to law.  2ds, They leit two of the remanent old council, whereof they elet one to ferve -
as treafurer the faid year, who, upon his acceptance, is qualified. 3fio, The magiftrates being thus eleted,

they depofe two of the remaining old councillers, fo that the. magiltrates, old .magiftrates, twd new coun-

s eillers, and four old councillers, making up the ordinary council, confifting of twelve perfons, have the fole

government of the burgh for a year. - Extra&ed forth of the council books of burgh of North Berwick, be
e, fic fubferibitur, Geo. Simpfon clk. Extrafted, &c. : ' LA

A
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* “In the firft, the council confifts of three baillies, ane dean .of gild, and treafurer, and twenty-one-coun- -

-cillers, being heretors, merchants, in all, and tradefmen, and each of the courcil yearly leits two, and the
avhole eouncil by votes chofeth ane of thefe two to be upon the new council till the number be full.
2ds, Thereaiter there is a day appointed for receiving the new council, and qualifying of them conform
to law, being ordinarly upon Michaelmafs day, or two or three days foomer. =~ "o il Wi
* 3tio, The faid day, after qualifying and receiving the new council, the baillies makes their lift, which is
in number four perfons, lifted by each of them, making twelve in all, out of which twelve the baillies, dean

of gild, treafurer, and council, old and new, chqu fix, out of which ﬁx‘the three magiﬁq’ateé for the enfu-

' ing year are eletted. .~ - -

- 4fo, Thereafter the dean of guild and treafurer, each lifts tﬁr&, out of which firlt niumber the de,a‘r‘x-of gila

" is, and out of the laft the treafurer elected for the year enfuing by the haill magiftrates and council. - Ex-

‘tra&ed furth of the town court books of the faid burgh, upon the twenty-feventh-of September 1711 years,
iby me, fic fubfcribitur, Tho, Murray clerk., Extralted, &c. - - P R e
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. Guildry; ‘about 80, Heritors, not burge
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JOHN DUNDAS.

.. JEDBURGH. ‘
T S e ) . magilrates and tr:afulief,_ and the deacons of t}xefe tl;ades, yhgre9f the craffts Baiuie ang counfellor, are
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- 'THE way and manner of the annual ele@ion of the magiftrats and councill of the burgh of Jedburgh'
is as follows, viz. the councill confifts of twenty-five perfons, to witt, ‘a provolt, four baillies, dean of gild,

and treafurer, there being eight trades who choofe their deacons yearly, four of thefe deacons are always
upon the council, the conveener being always one of the faids four; the reft of the councill confifts for the

moft part of merchants and other inhabitants, of feverall imployments, not being tradefmen for no tradef- .

- men are allowed to be upon the magiftracie and councill, except the four councill deacons. .The election

is ordinarly upon the‘twenty-feventh, twenty-eight, and twenty-ninth days of  September yearly, "Some
days before, to witt, upon the twenty-third and twenty -fourth of the faid month of September, the provoft -

. conveens the councill for the intaking of the treafurer’s accompts for the preceeding year, and for eleding . -

‘and leeting of the new conncill and deacons-of craffts for the year to come, and which with the old coun-
cil, there being eleven chofen out of the two and twenty for the new council, and eight deacons of craffts,

making up in the haill with the old councill, the number of fourty-four perfons which ele@s the provoft,

four baillies, dean of gild, and treafurer, for the ‘enfuing year. Thefe being fua chofen and ele@ed, the

eight deacons are removed from the council table, and, being removed, the old and new council! eledts four
of thefe to be upon the councill for the enfuing year ; thereatter the old and new councill is all removed,
except the magiftrats, dean of gild, and treafurer, who putts out four of the old councill, and takes in four
.of the new councill in their roome ; thereafter the eight trades conveens and choofes one of the four coun-
<ill'deacons to be their conveener. - This is the true fett of the burgh of Jedburgh. Extraded furth of the

_ records thereof, upon the twenty-eight day of June 1709 years, by me Thomas Cranfton notar publick,

t

ho

Cranftoun. . Extradted, &c.’ ;

clerk of the faid burgh 5 fic fubfcribitu

NOTE. NS
fles, about 3o.
g them'are about 147." * Inhabitants, about 2000

AT Hadington, the ;isth day of Névcrﬁlpex: ,l65§ ‘years ;f‘:t:he?.ﬁzﬁ}ﬁ‘éhitvia{y,

" recommendation anqadvicﬁ}'for preventing future debates, héyié finally agreed as follows, viz.. That, con-
forme to the act of bu : :

- ~the ¢ounfell .of faid burgh' conlift of twenty-five perfons, whereof lixteen merchants, qualified conforme to

JOHN DUNDA 8

* Incorporations,8 ; and the individuals com~

L TCAT day o 3 2 which day, -the provoRt, baillies, and

.~ 'council; old and new,. and deacons of craffts, with their counfellors old and'new, being conveened, and -

"~ taking.to their confideration the fettlement of all debates touching the dependence. before his Highnefs®

" . countell in Scotland, betwixt the counfell and craffifmen, anent the leiting and eledting the magiftrates
- and ordinar,counfell- of the faid burgh, conform to.and in obedience-of his Highnefs and courifell, their

s, dated at Edinburgh the 10th day of July 1655 years, the.ordinar federunt of

the at of, diftindion made by David Wilkie dean of gild of Edinburgh, and John Miln burgefs there, at
Hadingtoun the gth day of October the faid year, and ratified be the general convention of -burrows hold~" .

en at Hadingtoun in July 1656 years, and no other .wayes, and nine tradefmen, out of which tle magis’

{pecively ; and that, at the leiting and ele@ting of the magiftrates, there be . tuenty merchant-counfellors,

whereof fixteen old counfellors and four new, which. fotir merchand counfellors are to be chofen yearly be
. “the provoft, baillies, treafurer,” and old ‘merchant counfell ‘alenerly ; and eleven tradefmen, which are to
- confilt of feven deacons, tuo old counfellors and two new, the baillie for the craffis being one, and.he who
" was baillie for the craffis before the then prefent baillie to be another, for a year after he comes off the
. bailliary,. and longer, if the craffts (hall be pleafed to continue him, with other tuoto be chofen by them, of
- which eleven the tuo (by thefe tuo, viz. the prefent craffts baillie, and he who laft was craffts baillie im- -

mediately before, or otherwife to be chofen by. the craffts) are to be removed after leiting and electing the

or

" firates-and treafurer are to be chofen, in’manner fpecified in the faid a& of burrows, ‘and diftin&ion res -
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or fhall be chofén, alfo to be removed frae and off the council, fux that there be feven deacons, one baiflie,
and one counfellor for the craffts, in the ordinar federunt of the counfell of the faid burgh, which, with
-the haill merchant counfellors, makes up in the haill tuenty-five perfons, in the faid federunt ; and, at
leiting and eledting, there be thirty-one perfons qualified, and eleéted in manner above written ; and that
four of the old merchand counfellors be put off after 'the eleftione yearly. be'the magiltrats, ‘thefurer) :and
new merchant counfellors for the time, and the ‘tno craffts counfeliors to be removed in manner forefaid 5.
Jic [ubferibitur, W. Slatown provolt, Richard Chaplane baillie, Ja: Forref baillie, D. Ryll baillie, David"

_"Wilfon tfeafurer, John Cockburn, ‘P. Young, Jobn Sleich, Geo. Brown, Geo. Forreft, J, Aytoun,’ Geos -

Cockburn 'younger, G.’ Piterfon, Robert Gray, Thomas Spottfiwood, Ro. ‘Forreft, James Spottfwood,
- Geo, Learnmont,” Geo, Wilfon,” A, Swintoun,*James Thomfon, James Edingtoun, John Thomfos;  John
Bower, Patrick Cockburn, Thomas Kyll, ‘John Vallange, John Douglafs, Robert Wallace, ‘George Bath’

gate, Mr James ‘Gray notr.” publick, fubfcribe at'command of John Warrender andl William Kirkwood,. .

who cannot write as they affirmed, witnefling hereto my figne and fubfcription manual, fed ard ‘wont.
_Extraded furth of the council books of the faid ‘burgh, be me Patrick Sle‘ch notar- publick, -common-clerk

of the faid burgh, witnefling 13y fign and fubfcription manual ufed and wont'; /i ﬁzéfcrxbxtur, PSlclchcl
o e  JOHN' DUNDAS.

Ex‘txa"&ed,"_ &e,

- W,

. ATD\mbar, }he :7th::da; y of ]ﬁ]')fi}';.lizi i\y‘e'a/x"s;. the ‘w'hic‘lAl' day the

the magiftrates and councill of each” burgh to fend up, with their refpefive commiffioners to the general -

- convention prefently mett at the city of Edinburgh, the fett ‘of their magiftracy and -councill, with the - -
manner of their ele@tion ; ‘they found and declared, and hereby finds and declares, .that the fett of the -
- magiftrates and councill of this city confifts of a provoft,’ three baillies, ane treafurer, and fifteen council:

- lors, whereof nine is 'declared to be 4 quorum ; and that the manner of their eledion is thus : .10, The-
magiftrates and councill of the’ faid city, the week before or after the term of Michaelmdfs yearly, being .

conveened in their councill, do nominate and putt tpon a leet’to be counfellors, the number of . eight per- .

fons, out of which number they elec and choife four, te be aew councillors for that enfuing year, whom.

- they caufe call for.and adminiftrate the oath to them, in the terms of the a&s of-parljament, and then ad-
. mhitt them, who accordingly take their feats,  2ds, The old ‘and new councill proceéd to the:éléQion of the. "
. .gnagiftrates, and nominates and -puts upon the leit'to be provoft, two. perfons, and to'be baillies,' fix; out:

- 7> of whieh number they ele& and' choife’ ane provclt and three baillies, who are received, fworn;‘and: admit-.-

ted"ut" fupra, and then take their places. ' 3tis, THey putt upon the lcet to be treafurer, twoperfonswith:
theold treafurer, out of which number they eléét and choife one to'be treafurer for'the faid enifuing ‘year,."
..who' is alfo- réceived, fworn, and admitted, and ‘takes 'his . place at the term’of Michaelmafs thereafter,..

~ 4to, ‘drid ‘4aflly, Thie -old ‘and new magiftrats and:treafurers'do meet and conveen, dt any time betwixt and:,
the next ‘councill'day, and difcharge, by plurality of votes, fuch four perfons of the old ¢ouncill'(in’whofe:
place the four niew- counillors are-chofen) as they think fitt, and:do give orders to their clerk’ of court-to- .

- give'to'the officérs ‘a lift of -the' old-councillers continued, “and of the new. chofen, that'they may warnac-. .
cordingly ‘when they are commanded by the magiftrates ; ‘but, of ‘late .years, ‘fince the decay:of  this city,, -
and trading-therein, the 'magiltrates and councill thereof have not been ‘in ufe to'chofe a-provoft; although,

by’ their conftitution, -they ‘have full ‘power and warrand ;. fo ‘that the magiltracy juft now-confifts only of-

“three baillies, ‘ane treafurer, and fifteen councillers. " Extrafted furth of, the records of the faid burgh, by:.

JOHN DUNDAS

me,. fic. fubferibitur,. W,,Ag'g‘rnm‘dk‘.’f? Extrdted, ‘&e. - -

: the magiftrates ‘and councill. of the fid:
burgh being conveened, and having confidered ane. aé of the royal burrows of this kingdom, appointing-

B g DR 0,

1IN the fin# place, there s two baillies, who are chofen annually at Michaelmafs : * Jtem, “There are fife

-~ teen councillors; whereof the treafurer of the burgh_is one ;' Z#e, ‘Thefe fifteen councillors, with four o-'
theér new ones chofen by the baillies and council, “eight days before’ Michaelmafs head court, makes a_leit’

- of four of their number to go out with the prefent magiftrates,” and ele@s the baillies for the enfuing year
~eut of that numiber,” whereby the old-magiftrates may continue: Jfem, After the baillics are chofen and *
qualificd} By raking the caths conform to law, thex they elet eleven of the old ¢6uncil, to continue for the:

- efuing year, whereof the old baillies (if there be any change of them) are a part,’ and-thir eleven, with’
but he, as well as-the bail-:

 the four new ones, make up the fifteeu : J#ens, “Thé tréafiirer is chofen yearly ;

Wmm of new. "’ This is. extradted out of .the town-cowrt books, by, jic fubferifitur, A. Hen-
deifon Terk EreraBied e, oo s QR O g oW cORrE boois By rebitury L

'TOHN DUNDAS'
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-BY the:fett of the town of Kilrenny, the town, council.confifts of.fifteen perfons, viz. Three baillies, the
- treafurer,, and ‘eleven burgefles. - The . ele&tion .proceeds after this:manner : Three days-before, the-third
Thurfday-of September, .which is the day . prefixt.for the faid ‘election, the baillies caufe their town-officer,
* by tuck of, drum, .make  intimation’ to the haill.inhabitants, .requiring all the habile burgefles within the -
burgh to repair.to.the tolbyith ypon. the prefixt day, and there give-their. refpedtive votes.in the.eledion of
baillies.and treafurer-for.the-enfuing jyear, (it being the.cuftom of ‘theifaid.town, ever fipce its eredtion in-
toia.royal burgh, to elect their baillies.by a vote of .the.haill burgeffes that will qualify,  in :the terms of
law ;) in:obedience to which intimation, the-haill-burgefles conveen accordingly, about nine,o’clock in:the
morning ;- but, before ele&tion, the.old.baillies and council conveen within the council-houfe, and take in:

the treafurer his accompts of intromiflion with the town’s patrimony that year ; which being done, and ™ . '

he difcharged, they immediately nominate a new council for the year.enfuing, and thereafter ordain all . -

- the burgefles that-aze to vote: to, qualify -themfelves-according to law ;.which being alfo ‘done, they. pros
ceed to elect ; and, firft, the baillies give in their leit of nine perfons, whereof they themfelves are always.
- three, out of which they are to choife the three baillies for the year enfuing ; and the treafurer gives in '
his leit: of thiee perfons, -whereof he:himfelf is always: one, out of which they are to éledt their treafurer for -
faid 'year : 'Which:being read over in prefence of the council, and approven of by them; the fame is read
~ publickly, -in audience’of ‘the ‘haill burgeffes:that are to vote. " This being- done, the clerk is appointed to
fitt - within :the councill-houfe, and mark the votes," (there being always one of the council appointed to
overfee’his right marking ;) -4nd accordingly, firft -the- baillies, thew the council, and thereafter the haill. -
© quilified-burgefles, ‘one by one, -give théir feveral-votes:for the baillies and treafurer for the faid enfuing
year ;. and: the perfons chofen by plurality of votes, together with the new council, immediately.conveen .
within the council:hoife, ‘arid accept of their refpedtive-offices, and give their oaths de fideli adminiftratione, |
. the fame being tendered to the three baillies by the clerk,’ and: by them firft to the tréafurer,. and then to -
the council ; which being done, they adjourn. - This form:and manner of ele@ion hath always been prac- .
tifed, and made ufe of within the faid town of Kilrenny. ever fince the ere@ione thereof intoja royal burgh,
as will appear by the records of council thereof, " Extratted forth of the faids records, upon the sth day.

\

of September 1710 years;, by, me; R fubferibitur, Jo. Paton.clk. ‘ Extrafed, &e. sy
B R T . “JOHN DUNDAS. -
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bertfon, John Corfar, John Tarvit, David Horfburgh,
lers. The famen day, the faids baillies and councillers,

the conveener included, making-in haill twenty-one; a

town according to their knowledge, but fide or favour

. - burgh being cited by publick intimation with tuck of d

al Burrow

Intbe Gener:
1742
" 'The which day,

1 Convention of, Roy

_offices more than two years {ucceflively, and therefore
of the forefaid adts of the burgh of Craill, in order to

o diffolving of this convention. .- Extracted, &c. -

RN

. ‘BY flle fett of the town of Ahﬁr'ut_hc‘rueaﬁer t
baillies, the treafu/rer, and fifteen burgefles,

. of September, ‘upon the fourteenth or fiftcenth day
- caufe the town officer, three

PR RTINS N e

: the commiffioners for the burgh of Craill, prefented-a_ memorial, with an trag of
fome ads of council,” whereby it was enadled, that no baillie or;treafurer fhould continue in then" refpedtive _
s more than two years fucceflively, and the convention were humbly entreated ;to approve -

ANSTRUTHER:EASTE

being merchants and other tradefmeﬁi. b 11 i iR
o . ds after this manner; about the beginning of ‘September, the baillies cal a counfell,
) 3 ?c el'eé?(:;:eli):z(l::;tion of baillies, treafu’rer, and. counfell, for the enfuing year, to be about the widdle
rand appoint t ( : thereof'; and, after the ele&lon‘,lsf appoilnte]:i,‘lflfey L
[ jays before the prefixt day, make intimation thereof to the haill in- = -
or four d@ys.béfo.ffh.t P i /,Y: S habitamss -

I

.

. AT the burgh of Craill, the ninth day of June, 1711 years, federunt, ]th} Bethun, Thomas Mercer;
and George D%timmqnd,’ i)aillies',,' John Brydie t;eafurer, John Paterfon, Thomas -Young, George Ro-

* James Dron, and : James - Cunningham, council-
taking to their confideration, that heretofore there

- i  conftitutior i ' ading it j d reafonable; ‘that in all |
hath been no formal fett of the conftitution of this burgh, and finding-it. jult and re: ble; that in all |
time hereafter, the fett and conftitution underwritten fhall be pundually obferved, viz.: Fh;,{f‘,’v_,_ ) ;“:?nl.l .
of this burgh to confift of three baillies, one treafurer, and feventeen counciilers, whereof fix tradefmen, =

nd that at every elettion of' the magiftracy, there

N “and one ; and ‘on the Monday preceeding
~ fhall be three councillers changed, two merchants, and one crafftfiman; and on the M _prec
- Michaelmafs néxt ilk year, .theg fai’ds baillies, treafurer, and_council,” fhall ‘chofe tuo merchants, and ene”

crafftfman, making in haill twenty-four, and thir.perfons to be called a new council, and this new .cpun: v
cil thall vpr.oceed togthé" chofing’ ofy the leits to the baillies and treafurer; an? upon tl}le ngnggtl)‘a::l":ﬁl -
diately preceeding Michaelmafs yearly, there fhall g;’onveen-thc faids twenty- our pe:rdc.ms,t e and o
councill, and with them the deacons of craffts, .which are not on the councill, gxtenh mﬂg 'IT e o sp{_0 con: »
viz. hammermen, fquaremen, weavers, taillors, cordiners, coupers, and baxte.rs, tdef ai ’pe1i‘ illl; fo.con-
veening extending to thirty-one, whereof feventeen merchants -and fourteen trac ef me;; Wbod ;; exfons
fhall-begin at the leit of the baillies, 'and give their votes to fuch as they think meet, for the g t

; and fo to proceed to the leit of the treafurer in

. fpg =it M : X g i ot i Bl pwentys
anner above written, the faids baillies, treafurer, ‘and council, ele@ted as faid is, making in haill twenty-
?n?berfo‘m, they onl)’r and no others fhall have the full government and ,ad»mml’iﬁra_t}(;n' of :tht; cox;zmpﬁ o
good of this burgh in all things; as the baillies," treafurer, and council thereofz- Qrb°~. ?\.n}rl guer 'uigd*’ a
had before, or may hereafter have, by the laws and cuftom of this klr}sdome,’ or ybpnw ﬂ? ggs‘t ran 1;3“ e
to this burgh by our Soveraigne Lady, and her noble progenitors, - The whole burgeffes within this -

rum, and the burgefs roll called, the whole burs

‘thei AIMOois €O "the “above “writte ; and therefore, the fiids
gefles who compeared gaveitheir unanimous confent to the .abqve wrltten.fgtt, and the re, the fiids
: lg,‘:ilfii:s and :ﬁ)ouxr)lcil ﬁ:it%\t'and ordained, and ftatuts and ordains, xthat'th_g .fa_ld< fett -and cqnﬂxtguon {h‘al’l‘&_,
be puncually obferved in all time hereafter. - Extracted per me, fic fubferibitury Geo. Difchingtoune, clerk;"
T Lol o el P

prevent all contraverfies in_ time coming. : "Which

' d by 1t -appro i ¢ ¢il," and appoint them. to :be _ob- .
P dered by the convention, they approve of the faid ads of countil, an: oinl .10 be .0b-:
Pe??egdc;): 2 rtlrli iﬁ);llmtim'e i:;iming,; ‘and appoint the faid adts to be recorded- ‘{n;\tbe ;bi,ugroyv.'pookbs, after.

Lo JOHND
T WL

UNDAS

iR‘;

he town counfell confifts of ninetcen perfons, viz. three -

an extra& of

. things done and granted by this burgh, then ftood unrecorded, the councill orders him to record them,

. their election of magiftrates then feems to admitt burgefles to vote, and down to 1671, (at which time it

[ 69 ]

habitants by tuck of drum, requiring all the habile burgefles to come and give their frveral votes in the
faid eledlion, (it being the cultome of the faid town, ever. fince its cre@ion into a royal burgh, to cled their
baillies and treafurer be the pole, and the haill burgefles that will qualify in terms of law to have a vote
there.) . In obadience to which intimation, the haill burgefles conveen accordingly in the tolbeoth, about
nine o’clock in the morning, but, before they proceed to ele@, the baillies and counfell meet in the coun=
fell houfe, -and nominate four new counfeliors, for whom they putt off four of the old counfell 5 thereaf-

' ter, they ordain the haill burgeffes, before they can bave a vore, to qualify themfelves according to law,

which being done,  the three baillies give in a lect of nine perfons, whereof ithey themfelves are always
three, oat of which number they are to choife the three baillies for the enfuing year; and the treafurer

" gives in a leet of three perfons, whereof he himfelf is always one, out of which number they are to choife

their treafurer for faid year. »~ Which lests being read over in prefence of the counfell, and approven of by

ge

them, the fame is read publickly in audience of the haill burgefles that are to vote. -

. "This being done, the clerk is appginted to fitt within the council houle, and mark the votes, (there be-

ing always one of the counfull appointed to overfee his right marking } And'accordingly, firft the baillies,
then the counfell, and thereafter the haill qualified lm’rgeﬂ’cs, one by one, give their feveral votes, for the
baillies and treafurer for the faid enfuing year, and the perfons chofen by plurality of votes, (after publi-
cation of their names,) together with the council, immediately conveen within the councill houfe, and ac-

~ cept of their refpective offices, and give their oaths de Jfideli adminiflratione, the fame being adminiftrate to

three baillies by the clerk, and by them, firft to the treafurer, and then to the fifieen counfellers, five after
five; and thereafter, if they have no other publick bufinefs of the town’s, they immediately adjonrn.
"This manner of election hath always been prad&ifed within the faid burgh of Anftruther-eafter, ever fince
the erection thereof in.a royal burgh, as will appear by the records of council thereof.. Extracted forth of
the faids records, upon the feventeen day of June, 1710 years, by .me, fic fubferibitur, Jo. Paton, clerk.
Extrated, &c. - I , - - . :
S S , o ~ - JOHN DUNDAS

'

0 ANSTRUTHER WESTER.

" "THE, oldeft records and regifters I have feen, giving account of the way of cleting magiltrats and coune

“cillers in this burgh, is in the year 1644, by which the old baillies and councillers firlt chofes the new coun-
~¢ill, and then both new councillefs, and alfo the old, or at lealt it feems them that are continued on the
~ council chofeth. the baillies. .- Untill the 1658, I do net fee any treafurer chofen, nor any particular leet of
 bailliary or of treafurer recorded : The number of baillies ordinarily three ; the number of councill, - con--

ﬁ,ﬁing of bailiies.and councillors, variable. . I fee fometimes twenty, twenty-two, twenty-four, and fome~

- times ten, cleven, or nine. The leit of baillies ordinarly nine, if not the fame perfons and number with the
- councill, though variable : 'The leit for treafurer ordinarly three. : It feems there has been no fettled clerk

betwixt the 1658 and 1662, when, ipon the twenty-fourth of May 1662, (Andrew Simfon clerk of An-

Aruther Eafter being upon the third of Aprilé before chofen and admitted their clerk), he records ane a&

of councill, wherein, upon confideration, that through the want of ane certain and fettled clerk, feveral
years then before many and feveral ads of councill, admiffion of burgefles, fafins and infeftments, and other-

wherein, and in which time, is the firt treafurer I find admitted in the adminiftratione. When alfo, by
anotber a& of council, they appoint James Brown to mieet at the parliament, and to fupplicat the commif-
fioner to difpenfe with the not attendance of its reprefentative, becaufe of their inability. In the 1663,

feems Andrew Jamiefon their clerk died),’ in which time I find the number of councillers frequently very
fmall, particularly 1668,”1 find only nine in all baillies and councill, and them they then continue; by
which it appears they have had but few inhabitants to chofe on, and fo to have beer advifed to do by An-
drew Simpfon their clerk, as was the manner in admitting burgefles to vote in Anfler Eafter, either of
which I fhall not determine, Betwixt 1671, and 1689, I find no records, thirteen years at leaft of that
time this burgh having been out of magiftracy. ~ Upon the fourth of September 1689 years, the old bail-
ies and councillers, burgefles, and inhabitants, being conveened within the tolbuith of the faid burgh, and
o S o . - .8 . o : confidering

’
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confidering that a long time, at lealt for the fpace of thirteen years, this burgh had been without magiftra-

cy, occalioned by the low condition it had been reduced to, and the heavy burdens lying thercqpon s and

that the fad and defolate condition of this-burgh having been reprefented to the general convention of the

royal burrows of this kingdom, mett at Edinburgh upon the firlt Tuefday of July then laft, they had been
pleafed to take the defolate cafe and condition of the faid burgh into _their confideration, and to eafe the
famen of four parts of five of the publick burdens impoled and to be impofed thereon, upon condition the
inhabitants would meet and make ane new election of magiftrats for ruling and governing the fame, and ane .
new councill in time coming.  The then late late baillie, councill, burgeffes, an(d community fron} thence,

were then encouraged to go into ane new eledtion, and, by degrees, _get fomé venture upon their offices, R
and accept,” and then give their oaths e fideli adminifiratione ; by which I find they then make.a leet of
baillies out of them, confifting of nine perfons, and three for treafurer ; and fo ever ﬁnge ghey g0 on year-

ly, the old council chofing the new councill, and the new, after acceptance and qualeymg, cho{_ing the _
baillies out of them with the old, and the treafurer alfo; and no burgcﬂ'es.fegms, aftqr 1671, admitted to
‘vote : And, in the prefent adminiftration, the old baillies, ex officio, continue councillers .always the year -
after their going off from being baillies.  Their cledion feems, all this time, to have been in the month of
September yearly, but no particular da)lf) thereof by zbmotbher_. JNgnecare ?dmhltted ﬁ?d %o&:&i%ung{dcler_s

i } . Extra&ted by me, fic fubferibitur, John Cunninghame clk. Ext , &

untill firft they l?g burgeﬂ'cis‘ Extra y me, fi /f< » Joh Jgo BN DERD o
Jow, . oL

A 1 R

s . ‘

AIR, ninth July 1713 years; the conftitutione and fett of the magiftrates of the burgh of Air, and th
manner of their ele@ione, is as follows, viz, there is the provoft, two baillies, dean of gild, treafurer, ten
merchant and two trades councillers, in all feventeen, which are ele@ted at the times and in manner after
mentioned, to witt ; upon Wednefday before Michaelmafs day the faids provoft, baillies, dear of gild, trea-
furer, ten merchant and two trades councilers, meets within the tolbooth, and ele& four other merchants
and two trades, all of different deaconries and craffts, who are to be members of the ccuncil for the fubfe-
quent year ; and, upon Friday immediately before Michaelmafs day, the old and new council, confifting
of twenty.three in number, chofe and eleét the perfons who are to be upon thé leits for provoft, baillie, dean

" of gild, and treafurer, three perfons of the faid twenty-three being on the leits for provof, fix for baillies,
three for dean of gild, and three for treafurer, Upon Monday immediately after Michaelmafs day, the faid
old and new council neet, with the remaining three deacons of the other craffts, .confilting in all of twen-
ty-fix in number, within the faid tolbooth, about ten of the clock before noon, and betwixt and twelve of
the clock at noon, ele, out of the faids leits, the provolt, baillies, dean of gild, treafurer, with the twelve .
councilers, four of the merchants, and two of the trades of the old council neceffarly falling off. This
attefled by, fe fubferibitur, Jo. Hunter clk. Extradled, & ‘
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' THE provof, baillies, and council does meet yearly upon the firt Monday after Michaelmafs ; and the
method they follow is, and has been in ufe thefe many years bygone, paft memory of man. Firft, They
make choice of four of the council, with one of the magiftrates, to make choice of the council for the en-
fuing year, who removes to a place apart, and makes choice and returns and fhows what they did. 'Then,
firlt, they call in fuch men as are newly chofen, who fwears the oath de fideli, and qualifys themfelves by.
law, and fo proceeds. Firft, old and new council, with the magiftrates, makes a leit of four men to be
provoft the enfuing year, out of which four they nominate one to be provoft, and he who gets manyeft.
votes carries to be provolt the year enfuing. Next they makea leit of eight men to be baillies, out of which -
eight two are nominate baillies, and the two who bears manyeft votes are made baillies for the enfuing year,

" TOWN Court of the burgh of Stranrawer, holden withix} the 'tolbopth thereof upon !he eight day of
Oober 1711 years, by the magiftrates and haill town councill of the faid burgh ; the which day the ma-
giftrates and town council of the faid burgh conveened, in obedience to ane a& of the royal burrows, do
hereby declare, that the under-written fett is the true and real copy of 'the fett‘, and accuftomed way of the
cletion of the provolt, baillies, dean of gild, treafurer, and town council of thls. burgh, whereof the tenor
follows, and is fuch : The council of the faid burgh confifts of fiftcen burgefles inhabitants, !Jeﬂde the pro-
-.¥oft:and two baillies : They all meet and conveen upon one of the lawful days of the enfuing week after
' Michaelmafs, and there the provoft and two baillies, or any two of them, doth divide the fifteen councilers
into three leits, and each leit confifts of five perfons, which five perfons are removed per vices, and itisputt
to the vote whether all or either of them be continued councillers or not for the year enfuing 5 and, in place’
of any that are not continued, there is immediately the like number-of burgefles chofen and called for to
make up the haill number of fiftéen ; and thereafter the magiftrates, one or more prefent, putts three Jnen
ofi the leit as to the provoft, and then it is putt to the vqte.of council, fo eledted as gforefald, which of them
fhall be provoft, and he who hath the plurality of votes is clefted provoft; and, in the next place, they
chofe four men out of the council to be upon the leit of the baillies, and who hath the plurality of votes,”
two of the faid leit are eleted baillies. Likeas it is putt to the vote of the haill councill \yh_o fhall be _deap i
of gild, and he that hath plarality of votes is ele&ted ; and laft, two perfons of the CO!]II(:.II is upon the leit
for treafurer, and he who hath plurality of votes is elefted treafurer. WNota,” The provoft is only continued
for two years ; and the forefaid magiftrates and\council ordained their clerk to tranfmit ane copy of the.
forefaid aé and fett under his hand to the clerk of the royal burrows. Extraded furth of the town court

hqo}:s of the faid Stranrawer b‘y’ @e, Jie fub[cr:bztztr, J'. ?ateffon.clerk. I?Iu(gaé;;di\l &cl.) U‘N DAs
' o ] w. e :

.

and then adjourns till the Friday thereafter ; and then the officer warns the haill new council to meet on
Friday, and does not warn if any be fett off. Accordingly, they all meet on Friday; and the firft thing is, -
- the magiftrates newly chofen gives their oaths de fideli adminifiratione ; and if any of the new council who
were not prefent the firlt day, they then compear and fwears e fideli, and all of them qualifies themfelves
by fwearing and fubfcribing the oaths ordained by law, Next, the magifirates and council chofes their :
clerk, and qualifies him. The baillies chofes their officers and qualifies them, and procurator-fifcal of court, .
- and the magiftrats and councill proceeds and makes a leet of eight or moe, wliereof one to be chofen .
treafurer for the burgh for the enfuing year, and he who hes manyeft votes is chofen treafurer for the year

enfuing, to uplift all dues belonging to the town ; /ic Jubferibitur, Ja. Stewart, Robert Stewart, Da. Glafs, '
Da. S:ewarﬁ, clk. Extra&ed, &c. . R .

v
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" THEIR councill confits of fifteen merchants, induc}iﬂg the pr;)voft,
treafurer, and two trades, making in all fcvgnteen : They ele& their magi

two baillies, dean of gild, and
{rats, viz. the provolt and two
o baillies.
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baillies ysarly the firk Munday after Michaelmafs ; and the Friday preceeding they leit the magifirats, and
do put two on the leit to the old provelt, #nd four to the two old baillies ; and the Friday preceeding that,

they ele& their new councill ; and on the: Friday after the'eletion of the magiftrates, they choofe their dean .

of gild, treafurer, clerk, fifcall, officers, vifiters of mercats, berlamen, &c. and are obliged yearly to c’hat}gc
two merchants and t1wo trades, and the provoft and two baillies are not to continue above two years which
is attefted by me this twenty-ninth of June 1710 years ; fic fubferibitur, F. Francis. :Extradted, &c. -

JOHN DUNDAS.

N ' "J. W.

CAMPBELTOWN

- HIS Grace the Duke of Argyle, who is proprictor of the burgh, by the chaiter of ereftion (among
his whole other rights, as formerly thereby referved) has the priviledge of giving in a leit of three of the
inhabitant burgefles, out of which one is chofen provoft, and of fix of the other inhabitants burgefles, out
of which two are chofen baillies. . There is a dean of gild and treafurer, with twelve of a common council

" yearly, in the burgh, and a water baillie, five ftenters, and two colle®ors of the cefs and neceflary ftents,

with four of the town inhabitants burgefles, for the.common and ordinary comprifers, and, ot late, two
proper men in the place eletted for town coupers and packers, The magiltrates and council, conform to

their charter of ere@ion, do meet yearly on Michalmafs day the 2gth of September, if a lawful day, and, -

if not, on the next lawful day thereafter, in order to their elefion 3 and, at meeting, four of the old coun-
cil are eas’d, four of a new, in place of the old, arc clected, and the old magiftrates, with the council old
and new, chofe the new magiltrates, dean of gild, treafurer, and other office-bearers, who fometimes do
continue for two years together unchanged, (though by annual ele&tion continued) but never exceed two
years. The two baillies, thé whole year after they are eafed, are admitted of the. council, by virtue of
their office, the year preceeding, and.the provoft, though changed, is ftill a coynciler. during life ; but
neither he nor the late baillies are obliged to attend, nor can be fined for abfence, ' The ‘elettion is made.
both ‘with refpe@ to Argyle’s leit,'and ‘of the other office-bearers indifferently,” both out of merchants,
gentlemen refident, being burgefles at the time, or of tradefmen according to merit, without diftin@tion.
The clerk’s, fifcall’s, and officer’s pofts are precarious.”. Upon the' Duke of ‘Argyle’s leit of nine for bail-,
lies, the magiftracy and council may choofe three baillies out of the nine, by the charter of erection, by
which likeways the magiftrates are juftices of the peace within the'town bounds, and do choofe two of the.
inhabitants to ferve from half year to half year as conftables. Extradted furth of the records of the faid
burgh, by me, fic fubjeribitur, Ro. Chalmers cl. . Extratted, &c. . .~ =~ 0 Loy

. ,_’;.\ : J- WO
. Guirpry.  Number 12, chofen by the dean of guild alone, ‘ T : TR
. IncorroraTions, There were § till 1760, when the magifirates called in all their charters, and de-
firoyed them, - -. D . . B ’ . . i L

. W HI T H O R N E
*THE faid burg'h‘i's' governed by a provoft, two baillies, and fifteen town-council yea;rly,"chofeh 'at'Mi'-
chaelmafs out of the moft, deferving, judicious, and beft qualified perfons within the faid burgh., The
" council, at their annual eleftion, changes three of their number every year, and ele@s other three in their

" roome and place ; and being fo chofen and elected, and having qualified themfelves to aé conform to law,

they make and give in the leit of their proveft and baillies, who elec the beft deferving and moft judi-
cious perfon of that leit to be their provolt for that year till Michaelmafs thereafter ; and, according to the

" plurality of votes, he is admitted and received provoft, and their clerk adminifters the accuftomed oath

.

1o him, and e fitts down and takes his place. - Thereafter, the provoft and council fo_eleded, they chofe.”

tuo
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two of the beft qualified men out.of the leit.of the baillies, and, according to the plurality of votes, they-
are admitted and received to be baillies of the. faid burgh till' Michaelmafs next- thereafter, and, after ta-
king their oaths, they fitt down and take their place. . The provoft;. baillies, and council,. fo- chofen-and’
Teceived, - they give in a leit of their treafirer, and eleéts the moft refponfable and beft deferving perfon in.

- the faid leit to be their treafurer for one year, till Michaelmafs next thereafter, who, according to the plu-

rality of votes, is received,” and,.after- taking his oath,: he takes-his place. Nota, the provoft, baillies, and’
treafurer are not.continued longer than two years together at one time.—At Whithorne, the z¢th day of
June 1709 years, extracted out of the court-book of the faid burgh by me William M:Gowan, common
clerk of the faid burgh, witnefling hereunto my figne and{ubfcription manual.  Sic fuberibitur, W. M<Gow-

‘ane, cl.com. Extraded, &c.
, . JOHN DUNDAS:.
)Wy '

" NEW GALLATWAY/Y

‘AT tlie royal burgh: of New Gallaway; the penult ‘day, of O&ober 1711 years, in prefence of Samiuel -
Brown ' of 'Mollance, lord provoft of: the faid' royal burgh; William Nairn and Roger M<Naught baillies
thereof, eleGted for this prefent year, and councilers of the famen, they being conveened in council,. anent
thie eighth article'of the miflive from the royal boroughs, mentiosing; that, by"the'thirty-eig'hth a& of the -
ger}e‘ra! cox_'xve_ntiqn, in anno 1708, each royal burgh within this ancient kingdom aré appointed to fend’ up
thieir fett'to the clerk’ of -the burrows, to-be recorded in & particular book to be keept for that pirpofé, to
the end any queltions anent their refpective fetts may be quickly difeufst, upon’ producing the faid book; -
incobedience thereunto, we -the faids' prefent-magiltrates” anid town-council do hereby affirm and déclare, .
that our faid burgh has always been in ufe of, and yet continu¢'in the ele@ion of niagiftrats and councifers
in -manner underwritten, viz: That our magiftracy confifts of ane lord provofl, two baillies, ane treafurer,
ane council confilting of fifteen habile perfons within the burgh, with a.dean of the mercat, who are elec-
ed ut infra, viz. The lord provoft and baillies ele&t the firft five of the councilers, and the faid firlt five new.-
councilers elect the next five new councilers, and the faids ten councilers-eledt the lord provoft; and two -
baillies and treafurer, with ane dean of the mercar, and ane clerk of the "burgh, and other fervants to-
ferve under them. 'This being our report,. is-recorded in our council-books, and defired it. may be record- -
ed in the books-of the convention of burrows for Scotland.  Extradted ouf of the faid burrow-court-books,
by me Alexander M<Culloch notar-publick; ‘and principal clerk: to--the. faid burgh. = Sic Jubferibitury . '
A, M<Culloch }. P. and Clericus Burgis| Extraded, &eir | ' ) ° B

. ' ‘ . / "JJOHN.DUNDAS..
. . I - . - LWL o

WL G.T O W N

AT Wigtown; the z4th’ day-of June 1709 years;.the whilk day-the magiltrates and councili®of the fuid *
burgh:of Wigtown, . takeing into their conlideratione, That whereas,. by the thirty-eighth a& of the laft:
g?n‘qral convention of the royal burrows, cach r,(‘)ylxl_burgb within this kingdom .were appointed to fend u .
their fett to the clerks of the royall burtows, to be recorded in ane particular book-to be. keeped for tha}: ;
very purpofe, to'the end any queftion about their refpedive feits might be quickly difcufst, upon p'roiducin »
of -the faid “book'; they therefore, in obedience.to. the faid adl, doe herc—by.tc(iiﬁe and declare, that th% .
conftant fett of the faid burgh bas, for the fifieen years bypaft, and upwards, confifled of ane prc’)voﬁ,'lwo :

= MM [y ) 3 o -y . : H 35 Y
baillies, fifecen councillors, and ane.clerk, the treafurer always being one of the faid fificen councillors 5 .

and'that the faids magiftrats does not continue in their office of magiftracy more than two years together,

and_that,"at/every annual ele@tion, they put -off .three of their.old council, and brings on.three new ones
. . . - ‘:‘ - B . ~ hd rhe
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nary time of their eletion yearly ; and this is the true fett of the faid burgh of Wigtown, ‘thefe haill years .

above written, without any alteratione; and ordains the clerk to tranfmitt the extra@ ‘hereof to the faids

clerks of burrows, to the effé&t the famen may be recorded by them, as faid is. Extraded forth of the*

toun-court books of Wigtown, per me, fic fubferibitur, Alex. Campbell clk, Extraded, &c. ° o
o o T "JOHN DUNDAS.
o . - NOTE. ; ,

No GuiLpry nor INcoRPORATIONS. °© B ’ T

Innasrtants, including .{eua'rs,' are about 123, who are heads of {ainilics, ) )

PITTENWEE M.

JM’PRHVIIS, the confiitution is, four baillies, avtr,eafur_er, and ninetéen councillers. The old councili

lies, . , _ . : :
2ds, The leit of baillies confifts of twelve, and the treafurer’s leit of three, all to be chofen ixpon any '
Tuefday after the firft T'uefday of September.yearly. C e e o
.3tio, The baillies and councill appoints as-many auditors of the treafurer’s accompts as they think fitt ; :
and the auditors reports the fame to the councill, to be approven or not, as they fee caufe. .. - .
4t0, Every burgefs, at his admiflion, gives his oath i communi forma. Extra@ted from the records by me, .

a‘% R, o

8 Jf_fubferibitury, Geo, Smith cl.  Extradted, &c. . . - R
it ' ) ‘ _ JOHN DUNDAS. :
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- "Made by recommendation in the fixth aét General Convention, 1713.

"WHEREAS, the laft general convention having recommended to the commiffioners of the . burghs of
‘Dumfries, Kirkudbright, Annan, and Lochmaben, to afcertain a fett for the burgh of Sanquhar; and
“AWe havin’g, conform to that recommendation, confidered duly the charters and cultom of the faid burgh,
we are of opinion, that for all time hereafter, their fett fhould be, that they fhall have a provoft, three °
baillies, dean ef gild, and treafurer, with eleven councilers, making in all feventeen, and thefe fhall be of
‘heretors, .merchants, or tradefmen, burgefles refidenters within the faid burgh,' and that thefe, nor any of
-them, fhall continue longer than one year, unlefs they be chofen again, and at 'leaft, that there be four
new councilers yearly ; and that the old council fhall ftill chofe the new only at Michaelmafs, if it fall on
-a’Monday, if otherways, then the firft Monday after Michaelmafs. - In witnefs whereof, we, and the pro-
*.volt of the {aid burgh of Sanquhar, have {ubfcribed thefe prefents at Edinburgh, the ninth of July, 1714’
.years ; fic fubferibitur,” John Corfbie for Dumfrice, William Johnfton for Annan, John Kirkpatrick for .
Kirkudbright, George. Kennedy Lochmaben, Ab. Crichton provoft of Sanquhar, . Extrated, &c. = . .-
” o - ' S " JOHN DUNDAS..

 ANNAN.

in their ftead, that the whole inhabitants may be the bétter acquaint with, and underftand the burgh’s af. ~
fairs ; and, in cafe any of the faids magiftrates and council fhould 'depart this mortal life, in the mean time
while they were in their office, that their places lay vacant till Michaelmafs thereafter, which is the ordi- -

choofes the new councill, the four old baillies and treafurer being alwayes of the number of the leit of bail- ;-

Y

- AT Annan, the twenty-third day of June, 171z years. The which day, the magifirates and town
council of the faid burgh, being in council conveéned, did (in obedience to the feventh act of the general’
convention of the royal burghs, in July 17171 years, anent fetts for regulating eledtions in time’ €oming)’
agree to ftatute, ena®t, and ordain,- that the fett underwritten hath been, now is, and fhall be, the fett:of -
our burgh for regulating our clecions in time coming, viz. that ‘we have ane provoft, three baillies, ‘ane-

treafurer, dean, and thirteen councilers; and ordains our clerk to give our commiffioner ane extrac of this
adl, to be by him laid before the enfuing general convention, which is to meet at Edinburgh,:the firlt day
of:July next, for their approbation. ~Extra&ed forth of the court books of the faid burgh, by me, fir fub-
Jeribitur, Geo. Blair, clerk. Extradted, &c. ‘ .

No-GuiLpry, nor INCORPORATIONS. <~ .~ ., . ==
dusamiTANTS, about.400." .. it -

" AT Lochmaben, the twenty-fisth day of June, 1712 years. The which day, the magittrates and

town council of the faid burgh, being conveened in common council, did, in obedience to the feventh act -

of the general convention of the royal burrows, in July 1711, anent fetts of burghs, find, that'by the old
and conftant cuftom of the burgh, the fett thereof is as follows, viz. the burgh has been in ufe'to have a

provoft, and fometimes three baillies, and fometimes only two, a dean of gild, and ten councilers when .’

they had three baillies, and eleven when the had had .enly two, of which.councilers two are putt off annually,

after the eletion, and two new ones brought in their place ; and that both the new and old councilers have -
wvoice in the electione, before the two old ones are turned out of the council, which is ordinatly done the

afternoon of the election day; and ordained the clerk of the burgh to give ane extra& hereof to our com:

* miffioner to the enfuing-convention, to be by him laid beforé them, for their approbation thereof, -as the .

feit of the burgh in all time coming. Extragted by, fic fubfiribitur, A. Henderfone. Extra&ed, &c. =
S , Tl JOHN DUNDAS
Jweo T

1y THE magiﬂréfes are; a provolt.and three bbail'lies,. " 2ds, The bur;gh has a dean, who is ot 4 dean
+of gild, it not being a gild town. . 3tis, The burgh has a treafurer for uplifting their revenues, and the

-provoft, baillies, dean, and treafurer, are always merchants, -and are elected yearly at ‘or about Michael-

mafs. " 420, The town council ;(befide the magiftrats) confifts of fourteen merchants, viz.-the dean, the

~treafurer, and twelve merchants, ‘and of:feven déacons of craffts, viz, the.deacons.of the fmiths, wrights,

weavers, taillors, fhoemakers, glovers, and flethers, ‘of which deacons one is the deacon conveener of the

“trades, fo that the magiftrats and council are in 4ll twenty:five. ' 545, The merchant counfellers are ele@ed

fome days before Michaclmafs thus : The-magiftrats and council in office, and ‘being for.the current year,
are fimul et femel in ufe, fome fhort time before Michaelmafs day, :to appoint two feveral days for the elec-

- tions under-written, viz. one for the eletion of . the four new merchant counfellors,” and another pofterior

day for the eledtion of the magiltrats, dean and treafurer, which is ordinarly upon the Michaelmafs day, if
ane lawful day ; and the conncil having accordingly met the firt-day and hour thercof appointed for elec-
o : - . ' o C o ting
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ting the four new merchant council, by plurality of votes, doe choofe four new merchant councillors whom:
they order to be warned, to compear on the day of the ele®tione of the magiftrats, dean, and treafurer, in
order to qualify themfelves, and accépt their offices. * 6f5, The new merchant ‘counfellers being fo chofen,
and the conveener and deacons of trades being chofen by their own incorporations (without any depen-
dance upon the magiftrats and council), therzafter the magiftrats, dean, ahd treafurer, are eletted. thus :
-'The day and time of day for the ele@tion of them being previoufly: appointed by tlie magiltrats-and coun-.
fell as faid-is, the magiftrats and the old merchant councillers, with the féven new deacons. 6f -craffts: doe
meetj.and then the four new merchant counfellers and four-tradefmen, commonly:called led:votes;, named:
by the deacons of the fmiths, wrights, weavers, and taillors, or by the conveener, inftead of the deacon of
the taillors, in cafe the conveener be not the deacon of one of thefe-four craffts, are called, and the new mer-
chant councillers, and thefe of the deacons, who were not deacons.the precceding year, are fworn de. fideli:
adminifirations officii, as counfellors, thereafter, the rolls being called, if there be any- of the magiftrats, ‘or
old or new merchant counfellors abfent, the provoft names {fo many merchants to fupply their plices and
vote for-them, who being called and compearing, the new merchant counfellors, thefe deacons who were
not in that office the preceeding year, the four led : *.tes and voters for abfent merchant counfellers, are
qualified by taking the oaths required by law ;. then are openly read feveral adts of the town council, where-
by, 1me, it is enatted, That no man be provoft longer than one year.or two. at furtheft together, under the
pain and penalty after fpecified, viz. if any man fhall imbrace or exerce the office of provoftry the.third
year without intermiffion, he fhall be Iydble in one thoufand pounds Scotts of penalty, and be rendered
incapable of any public truft within the burgh till he purge the faid penalty ; and whatfoever of the mer-
chant councill or tradefmen fhall vote any man to be provoft the third year without intermiffion, he thall
Be liable in the fum of two hundred pounds Scotts money forefaid of penalty, and be rendered incapable .
of all publick truft, till he purge the forefaid penalty. 2ds, It is ena&ed, that if any man, who is an inn-
keeper, vintner, or.feller.of krong waters, brandy, ale, or beer, fhall, at.any time, be eleéted provof, he

fhall be obliged to give up his trade of keeping a publick cliange, withiin fifteen days after he.is.ele@ed pro- -
voft, and that he fhall forbear bis faid trade, in'all Limgpbminig, during his being provolt; under the pain of
4 ! o : of

in ¢ fhall contraveen the &. 3tio, It is enaQed, .
that none of the relations after fperified, by confanguinity or affinity,” be. upon the magiltricy togeth .
“one and the fame tihe or year ;- that isto fay, father and fon, father and fon-in.-law, brethren-germin, and-
Brethren-in-law, fhall.not be provolt and bailliés together, under the pain of one thoufand pounds Scotts, |

being depofed, and payment making of ane thouland pounds,

to be paid by each perfone {o related tranfgrefling the-faid a&'; ‘and if any counciller. thall'vote any of his -

faid relations to be tipon the magiftracy together, they fhall be liable in the fum. of two hundred pounds

money forefaid.” "o, It is enacted, that noe baillie fhall continue in his office as baillic,. or be elefled baillie ,

longer then one yedr, or two at molt together, and that under the pain of. five hundred pounds Scotts, to-
be paid by the accepter Zoties quotics, and ane hundred pounds Scotts be-ilk voter. * sts, 1t is-enaded, that
one man fhuuld ot be either dean or treafurer longer then one year, or tuo at fartheit together, under the-
pains. and penalties t'ol]dw%n'g, viz. two hundred merks for the accepter, and one hundred pounds money
forefaid for the voter, contrary hereunto : And for the further corroboratione and flrengthning the faid
alls, the fame are appointed to_be fubferibed by all the magifirates and councillors, obliging themfelves.
- never to ceme in the coutrary, or endeavour the (ppealig)g thereof, under the pain of one thoufand pounds.
Scotts, to be paid by each magiilrar, and two hundred pounds:Scotts for each counfeller that fhail endea-’
vour the refeinding thereof.  And for the more fpeedy and accurat execution of the perfonal ftatuts above
written, it is declared not only to.be in the power of the:counfell,. but-(failling of the.counfellers), to-beiin..
. the power of any man and.confiderable burden bearer within the. burgh,: to call and. perfue for the. forefaid .,

penaltys, if any be incurred, hefore any judge comperents and, for that effe@, the clerk.is. ordained to give:

forth extradts thereof to any. magiltrat, councillor:or.freeman, who fhall-defire the fumz upon their.own ex-

pences. ,After»_féadi;fgbf\vhich}&s, the magifirats and councillors igne: the fame.yearly; for which end the:
fame are tranferibed jmmediately before the cledtion.in. the. council. book every year’: {Ulien. the faid. elec..
tors (who are thirty-three in all, and two third:parts.are merchants, and:the third.part. are tradefmen), ,

proceed to the ele@tion of the mugilirats, dean.and.treajurer for the nest.year; and firit to-the eledtion of -

-the provoft, who is'chofen. thus : /I'he eledtors.by plarality of votes; vote. two. of-theimerchants or merchant.
council to go out in the lsits for the provolt; aud:if the provoil for the preceeding year has not been in of-:
fice the laR 120 years tégether withou
the elefors vole whether of them {he

- provol}; and they.being called. in. their own.votes aie alked there- .

interinifhon,, hemay be.one of them, which:two. being.remeved, .’

Vi,
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in; then the clerk having cotinted who has the plurality of votes, ‘makes ane ad ele@ting fuch a man to be

. provoft as hath the plurality of votes forefaid, who is inftantly (if he be prefent and accepts) taken fivorn

de fideli adminifirationc officii, and takes his place as provoft. In the fecond place, the three baillies are elec-
ted thus ; the eledlors, by plurality of votes of the magiftrates and councill, ‘ vote fix to go out in the leits
for ballltt?s, and thefe three baillies for the precéeding year that hath not been in office the laft two ‘years to
gether without intermiffion, may go out in'the leits for the baillies ; which fix being removed, the eleors
vote thref: of them to be baillies, and they being called in, their own votes are afked therein ; then the
clerk having counted who hath the plurality of votes, makes ane ad, elefting fuch three men to be baillies
as have the plurality forefaid, who are inftantly (if they be prefent and accept), fworn de fideli adminifira-
tone officii, and takes their places as baillies.” In the third place, the dean is cle@ted thus; the eledtors, by
plurality of votes, vote two of the merchant councill to go out in the leits for.dean, and if the dean.for the
preceeding year has not béen in that office the two laft years together without intermiffion, he may be one
?f them ; which two being removed, the eleftors vote who of them fhall be dean, and they being called
in, there own votes are atked therein ; then the clerk having counted who has the plurality of votes, makes
ane ad&, elFftlng fuch a man to be dean, who is inftantly (if he be prefent and accepts), taken fworn de ff-
deli adminifiratione officii, and takes his place as dean : And, in the laft place, the treafurer is chofen thuss
the electors, by plurality of votes; vote two of the merchant council to go out in the leits for treafurer;
and if .the treafurer for the preceeding year has not been in that office the tuo laft years togethér'withom’:
intermiflion, he may be one of them ; which two being removed, the ele@ors vote who of them fhall be
treafurer, and. they being called in, their own votes are atked therein ; then the clerk, having counted who
has the plurality of votes, makes ane a&t electing fuch a man to be treafurer (who if he be prefent and ac-
Fcpt§).ls inftantlytaken fworn de fideli adminifiratione officii,and takes hisplace as treafurer. If any manbe chofen.
amagiftrat, 'dean, or t'rea‘lfurer, and he be either abfent, or being prefent, refufe to accept the office, he muft
accept the faid office within a fortnight after his being eleted, if prefent, and if abfent, within afortnight after:
his return home, or otherways cannot be admitted to accept any time afterwards before the council; byt
the perfone refufing is fineable by the council for his faid refufal, according to cuftome. 7m0, 'I.‘here.are,-four
of the old merchant counfellers yearly after the ele@ion of the magiftrats, dean, and treafurer, voted .off
by a councill called by the provoft, confifting of new magiftrats, dean, and treafurer, the four new mers
gl;ir}:lt _ct‘:‘qgfelljlerg,'}! the co]gvee?qr, amli1 deacons, .»'Il‘lhis,is fubfcribed by order of the couscill and communit
¢ 1aid burgh, at Dumfries, the twenty-eight day of June 1709 years, by u ibitur
Corfbie provoft, Alex. Barkly baillic, John Gilke%iﬂ: bai{ﬁe. JExtragteg, y&c. g y » e /u,b/cr‘lwwf _Iqhn
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1707 years, by the commiffioners therein conveened. The which day, anent the petition givel i

burgh of Kirkudbright, fhewing, that it had been the immemorial a)n,d coniftant [;'ct‘t, angfzzﬁlftxztio;etﬁ;
faid b!.lr_gh,“everﬁnce its eretione into a royal burgh, to ele@'and choofe the magiftrats to officiate in
the faid burgh, at the term of Michaelmafs yearly, and the new councillors yearly at the faid terme, viz.
cight days before the faid term of Michaelmafs yearly, the magifirates and town councill of the ‘b,ur I,
wh;ch. confifts of fevegteen perfons, viz. the provolt, two baillies, the treafurer, and ‘thi;teen commgn;
councillors, does ele&t and choofe fuo-or three new councillors, ‘the number of tue or three being fill op-
tionall to the faids magiftrats and councill ; and immediately -the ‘faids magiftrats and old cogncill dlge
voteithree of their own number of the councill in lieu, and in place of the three new councillors voted as
aforefaid, which two or three new councillors, woted to come upon the councill, are warned to attend the

. IN'the genéral convention of BhrroWs, ‘holden at the ‘burgh of 'Edinbixrgh, upon the fifth day of ‘;]"uly,'

election of the magiftrats upon Michaéimafs day, where they are qualified and received before voting, and . -

thereafter proceed to the eleftion of the 'provoft, who is fll to be a merchant, or heretor, ‘within the

burgh,” and then to the cle@ion of the two baillies and treafurer, ‘who are to he : o
1 n t the two baillie merchants or tradefmen

. -asthey fhall happen to be voted ; and, at the faid election, the ,community of the burgh doe r(’ili'lrnam;

a ;‘:ic‘xfon go-,,ve_pr_cf:nf them, Wh)o is to have a vote in the eleQion of the magiftrates .only, but not of the

(e
.

new
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_and, to cbviaté any collufion betwixt ane mafter and apprentice,
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new councill, and that befides the ordinary town councill of fevéntcen ‘perfons 5 but the forefiid. .repre-
fentative for the community is no farther a member. ¢f the town couacild, nor has no vote, . but fimply:
in the faid ele@ion 3 the forefaid tuo or three new . councillers yénriy. afumed into the councill; and the:
forefaid tuo or three old councillors putt off the councill in liea of thein, are indefinitely cither: rerchants

or tradefinen, as the councill by plarality fhall vote; and befides the forefaids magilirates, .treafurer, and: -

councill, there was never withinthe faid burgh either dean or deacon of craffe; neither had any tradefman:
Liberty to conveen to confidar any matters relating to their feveral crafits, witliovt the authority and ton-
fent of the magiftrats; nor were there any incorporat craffts in the faid burgh, or any compofition or fine:
due by any tradefman to the fraternity of his trade ; but that every man who was a burgefs of the burgh,.
might exerce and follow the occupation he wus capable of. ;' Subferibed Flagh Fullarton ; sas ;the .petition.
bears. Which being confidered by the convention, together with overtures anent the fett of the faid turgh,
they ordered both the petition and overtures 1o be recorded, upon conditione that the intendant; or over-.
feer mentioned in the faids overtures, fhall not be continued in office above two years together; the tenor

of which overtures followes : Overtures by the commiffioners of Dumfries, Wigtown, and New Galiaway, -

for accommodating differences betwixt the magiftrates and town council of Kirkudbright, and trades of
the fuid burgh. Primoe, That the conflitution and fett of the faid burgh be unalterable, and continue the
fame in all time coming, as it has been in times bygone, except:in fo far as it may be innovat .by: any of

the overtures following. Secunds, That at the anaual eledion of the magiftrates at Michaelmafs, after the -

eledtione of the provoft, tuo baillies, "and treafurer, conform to. the immemorial fett of the burgh, that the
magiltrates and councill do immediately thereafter, and at the fame time, cle&, nominate,:and chofe, ane
intendant and overfeer to the craffts and tradefmen with the burgh, who is to be ane burgefs freeman
‘and mechanick, and ane of the town council {or the time, and ex -oficio 'is to' be “a councilior during the
time of his being intendant and overfeer, as faid is. . Tertio, ‘That the faid intendant and overfeer, by his
office, is to have the care and overfight in preferving the priviledge of the trades within the burgh, and
of receiving or refufing any mechanick or tradefman into the fraternity, or priviledge of an tradefman-
of this burgh, with and under thefe conditions and proviiions :* Prime, That it {hall not be leifum.to the

“faid intendant to receive any one freeman of the trades, who is not admitted firft an-burgefs by the magi.
" Zrates and town council. . And, fecando, That it fhall not be leifum to him to exaé& or demand :more . for:
_the priviledge of being admitted and incorporat as tradfman, -then the equal half of what.compofition or

fine, . which the conftitutione or aés of ‘toun council hath been, or thall be payable for the priviledge of

burgefs-fhip. Andy fertio, That it {hall be without prejudice, to the merchants and town.councill to admite. -

and receive ane perfon of ilk crafft or trade, who fhall be found to exceed any of the tradefmen in Kirkud-
right in {kill and dexterity of the crafft he profeffes, and to endue bim with the priviledge of. burgefs-fhip,.
and freedome amongft the trades, he always being obliged to refide in the place, and bear {cott and lott.
with his neighbours, and being fubje&t to fuch adts and conflitutions of trade, as fhall be enatted
in manner underwritten.  Quarto, 'That the faid intendant or overfeer do oblige all the tradefmen:
within the burgh. to receive mo apprentices, ‘but fuch as fhall be bound to ferve for three years, and
ane year for mecat and fee, and that they be booked in the town-council books, - conforme to ufe and-.

“wont, otherwife that they be uncapable of the priviledge of burgefs-fhip by and through their fervice ;-

that, befide the mafter’s difcharge of.
the indentures, that the faid intendant give in an certificate to the town-council, that the faid apprentice:
bath faithfully ferved his full time, otherwife the faid apprentice is to ‘enjoy no priviledge otherwife than.
as ane firanger, ~ Quirto, That the faid intendant doe, atthe admiffion of any tradefman, appoint him an.
piece of work for the prooff and effay of his knowledge and fkill ; and, if the faid work be found infuffi--
cient, albeit he be a burgefs, yet that he may be rejected as an incorporat member of the trades, for his-
ignorance. Sexto, That the faid intendant and overfeer. fhall have the power to conveen the trades, and.
amerciate delinquents and offenders, upon jult complaints ; and,’if the’fault:be fuch as deferves imprifon-
tment, that he crave the magiltrats anthority and concarrence ;- and, with power.to regulate the prices of:
work, make a@s and conftitutions for the faids trades their better regulation and policie,. the fame being .
always fubje:to the review, alteration, and approbatione of the  magiftrats and town-council, and to be:
of no force or binding till:the civil. fanction and autliority. be. interponed thereto. . Septimo, The commif’
fioners above named do propofe.the above articles, which they. find agreeable  to- the prefent-conftitution-
of the burgh of Kirkcudbright; to be their fett'in all time.coming, to be irrévokably obferved ;-and recom-
mends to the magiftrats and councillito lay the famen ‘before the general convention of the royal burrows..
£ their ratification.. Signed at Kirkudbright.the 23d day, of . Odober 1406 years ;. fic. ﬂéﬁ‘riblgr, }?anz,
: ' I ) ’ o ~Oupiandy,

v
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Coupland, Alex, Campbell, John Chalmers. ' And ordains the principall articles in the ¢

chelt for confervation ad futuram rei memoriam.  The which daypthc xgagiﬁrats, t(t:u?ccxl;fn;? tsﬁd{::;(tlec?:
men within th1§ burg.h, doe hereby approve of the above overtures, and engages hereby to,ﬂ-and to and
abide .thereat, without .mnovatioﬂ.‘or alteration thereofin all time coming ; and, in teftimony hereof, have
fubfcribed the fame, .W.'th tl}eir hands; as follows: Sic fubferibitur, Hugh Fulerton Prs. Sa. Euart i)aillic

James M‘Qqhgu baillie, Nicoll Donaldfon treafr. | James Gordon councillor, James MColm counciller’,
Jobn Kirkpatrick counciller, Adam Donaldfon counciller, John Thomfon counciller, Dav. Liddcrdal;
coqq;:!ller,.Dav1d M:Clellan counciller, Robert M«Ewen counciller, Roger Gordon counciller David Smart
causiciller,” John Hoften, John Halliday counciller, ‘William Darling glover, John Crichton Amith; Tho~
mas MCariney glover, Robert M<Adam faidler, John Herries {mith, Alex. Logan {mith, Charles f,iving{
ﬂoz\le‘u glover, .'Iohn Fleeming wright, John Stafling carpenter, William Comblin wright, William Thom-~
fonL wright, George M<Ghie fclater, John Robfon.fhoemaker, Robert M«Gown fhoemaker; Wm. MeKin«
nay fhoemaker, John M<Kean tailor, William Biglem tailor, John Brown taillor, Robert Brown taillor,.
John Henderfon dyer, fames Lintown wedver, *John Bell weaver, James' Biglem weaver, Andw. Lintdur:

- weaver, John Walker dyer, Charles Murray weaver, John Smith merchant, ‘Samuel Carmont late baillie,.

Gavin Dunbar late baillie, George Meek late baillie, Samuet Martin mercht. E :
Vi r baillie, George | e baillie, ¢ ] r cht.  Extra®ed furth of the bur«~
row court-books of Kirkudbright, be me, Jfic fubferibitur, J. Gordon. Extradted forth of the reébi‘dsugf

the royal burrows, be me Mr George Home town-clerk of Edinburgh, and conjuné general_ clerk to the.

-Extracted, &c.

rQ)ra_l burrows, (/fic fubferibitur,) George Home. s
v IR , B JOHN D'UNDA
LW,

N I 'R N

- - b ey :

THERE is no written:fett of this burgh, = The prefex:t: ﬁumber of the ;ow councill is 17; but e
[HERE ; : : . Th ) n councill is 17; but

varied in different years frg;m-fxg to 19. - The old council annually choofe thé new, and thefe Z}xOOfe It]}a\\:
-magiftrates. No guildry or incorporations. Heritors, not refident, about 10, - Burgeffes and.refidént
hex.u;ors, about 140, Inhabitants, not above 1600, though generally computed.at 2000, -5 .o
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Aberdeen
Aberbrothock -
“Anpan -
Anftruther-eafter
Anftruther-wefter
Ail‘ E . o=

Breéﬁin = .
Bruntifland
Banff -

- Berwick (North)

‘Culrofs .
Coupar -
Cullen - -
Crail -
Lampbeltown

Dundee - -
Dunfermline
Dumbarton
Dyfart - -
Dingwall - 2
Dunbar °B
Dumfries =~ «

’

‘Edinburgh
Elgin -
Forfar. . -
Forres -

- Fortrofe -
Glafgow -
‘Gallaway (New)
Haddingtown
Invernefs - =
Inverkeithing

~ Irvine - -
Hoverury . =

12

1N

75
68

70

65

14 '

71
52

Inverbervie
Jedburgh

Kirkudbright

Kirkaldie

‘Kinghorn
Kintore L.
' Kirkwall

Kilrenny

" Lanark -

Linlithgow

- Lauder -

Lochmaben

‘Montrofe

- Nairn -

Perth -
Pittenweem

Peebles .

Queensferry

Renfrew -

- Rutherglen
Rothfay -

" Stirling -
St Andrew’s
Selkirk -~

Sanquhar

. Stranrawer

Taine -
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. Whithora
} Wick I
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