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: “'L:.‘v Al .I.\J.SLJ.L l.l.UU.Ul.U.dUIe IZJ.’le .l_lORD l’ROVOST Of Edln" .
burgh, and to all the other Honourable Members of the '
Conventwn of the ROYAL BOROUG’HS of SCOTL AND

" To Hls Excellencys ‘

GENERAL j.HN SCOTT

Member of Parhament for: the CountY of F‘fc i My hoxe, and GENTLEMBN
, , AVING been early initiated in tr 1de, and havmg perfevered

- _in bufinefs many years in dlﬂ'elent quarters of the globe, I
thought it my duty to render my ezxpel ience, in fome degree, ufeful to
my country B ' ) ;

The true fources of the wealth of a country are its fhple commodi-
ties. ~By thele I mean goods which can be manufacured, and b1ou0~ht
to market, Wlth little or no afliffance of ' matet ials, ﬁom fo-
1e1gn countries, * Pr ejudlce, pohtlcs, and - other “caufes; have in- "
~duced many to: beheve, that Linen 10 the Ataple of ‘Scotland, .
“"The reafons of my being of a different opmwn, are exhlblted in the
follovvmg letters. . The. fentlments -which they contam, I -have uni-~ .
~ formly expreﬁ'ed, durmg more than twenty. years, and fometimes in .- .
the Convention of the Royal Boroughs ; but there never was a more
favourable opportunity of pubhfhmg them to the world than the pre-
fent. If they fhall have the good fortune to meet Wlth your approba~
tlon, and if they thall have any tendency. to promote the good of my
country, my moft fangume withes will be accomplithed.: - :
COOf there fhall be any objeétxons ftarted, either to the matter or to the s
' manner of my Ietters, I fhall be Thappy to anfwer them perfonally.. To M
. the formel I thall produce fa&s ; to the latter, I can' only fay, that I pro-- ..
fefs to write merely as a man of. buﬁnefs, and not as a fcholar. Lhave
the honour to be, Rt ORI g

The followmg LETTERS
Are mof’c refpe&fully 1nfcr1bed,

| : In teﬁimony of the greateft regard 0, ther'

~  Ancient Family of SCOTSTARVET,

o To his own appfofe& '{C\lhé‘ra&er; mPuth A

" Aswell as in Private Life,

P e

 Aud, as a fmall mark of the inviolable attachment
\ ,?. o ‘,“,“ P B R

" Entertained to him, : even from mfancYa

e

- ,(Byihis moft obedient,

‘,Moﬁ: ohligeﬁ, o i - My Lord, and Gentlemen, D ,
A c Your moﬁ humble and L RS R g

Mo{’c obed;ent fervant,

’ e s And mo{’cdevoted Servant, R
S T ‘ DAVID LOCH.

Tz AU THOR
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. T England to the moft ‘northern iflands of Zetland, will be evident -

coNC ERNIN ¢ THE .

. TRADEsoMANUFACTURES

OF

iy Sl e e o R— St

. TokPrinTER, de

- A T atime when parliament is bufied in finding out- proper means - f

for the relief of the Linen Manufa&ures, it may, perhaps, be

~~ thought prefumption in me to doubt how far any encouragement at all -

ought to be afforded to what we have long been taught to confider as o
- the -great flaple of this country. Faés, however, are ftubborn argu~

““ments. They have convinced me, that the Linen Manufa@ure ought. =~}

o be {o far from - being confidered as beneficial, that it is the very ' re~

verfe; and, by employing {fo many hands, which might have been

‘muchmore advantageouily ufed in the Woollen trade, has been one great
- caufe of the impending\ruin,which‘threaztens; fo many of our labouring
- people.  'That I may not be thought to {peak without proper evidence,

I mufl beg the favour of you to publifh’ the following ftate of fa&s.
T . Yours, & oD Lo

- Facts relating to the Wool.LEN and LINEN MANUFACTURES.

TAT Wool is the ftaple of Great Britain, from the Land’s-end of

to any perfon who will give the leaft attention to the matter. I will not
SN ' ‘ : even
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o Leith, March 18, 1774,
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| even exce at the moft weﬁern iflands; of ‘the Lew sy and the othet flands -

and main lands of the’ nghlmdb of Scotland. In fhort, it will be tound,
that Scotland, in every part, has Wool {ufficient to employ“all the la-

, bouung part of ‘men and women, from ‘the age of feven to extreme old _
% age, for the good of the country and of themfelves. Indeed; "God and"

nature feem to have ofdained this country tor the Woollen Manum&ure,
and denied the Linen; and.I am clearly of opinion, that-the more Linen

we make, the more we lofe; for, notwrthﬁandmg all the endeavours of k
the Britith Linen Compauy, and all the bounties given’ by the TrtliteeS,
the weavets, {pinners, and all employed in that branch; are ruined, and -
in real want, from the higheft perfons emplo} red to the lowelt.

- The reverfe is:{eén in every town in‘Great Brltam, where Wool is
made their ftaple.  Let any man look at the people at Leads, Wakefield,

‘and every placé where the foil and climate help them to that invaluable
article” Wool, he will ‘fee them going to Church well fed, and well =~
L clad, and peace and plenty in their countenances; whereas, in the Linen o

counties and towns, nothmg is to be ieen but mxiery and want, ramme
and nakednefs. * B

. I now fet forth what I have 1earned fxom experience in'my firft trade, )
“{T'wifh’it had always been carried on in that manner). 1did not need -
- money.” The honeft Woollen merchant trufted me fome pieces of coarfe
Scots made Woollen cloth, from 4s. to 10s. per yard, and fome dozens
. pairs of ftockings, ‘from 20d. to 4s. per pair:
" at-Hamburgh for goods that found ready fale and good profit here, the -
hofe. particularly;  for the. ftockings that coft me 20d. per pair, Igot =
one’ yard of'linen, wvalued there-at 3o ftivers.. I fold that in Edinburgh .
at'3s. per yard, and a great: pennyworth it was. = “All my hofe went off =
in-that proportion. for feveral  voyages, till I gave'up going to -fea, and .
. eould not get a proper.-perfon to attend it. "I with'1 had never dealt in’ -
i any other branch, and continued 'going over: to Hamburgh myfelf; in
. which cafe it is hard'to fay what profit might have been made. I have
{hirts by me, that have been in common courfe of my wearing thefe 2 5
“years paft, which coft me a pair - of flockings per yard, valued 22d. at
They are now vvorn o
_ as'thin as a cobweb. T have Scots linen that I bought feven years {ince,
 ‘which coft 5. 3d. but is now all to pieces, though no oftner worn than
- in the ordinary courfe with my old Hamburghers.
All the flockings that can be made in Scotland, after fupplying our- -
felves, may be fold to good account in the Seven Provinces of Holland ;
~and Campvere is a free port for this valuable ftaple of Scotland. They‘
; ,erl hkerfe ﬁnd a 1eady market in Bremen, Hamburgh, Lubeck, and

Leith :* “Any man of bufinefs might wear them:

Dantzrck,

v

‘Thefe goods T bartered =

i ek
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Dantzick, all of which are free _ports,“and fupply the greateft part of:
Furope with thefe goods: -1 am. told by a gentleman from" E ngland, -

who has been regularly" bred in_that branch, that the Wool in this

country: is as fit for making ﬁochgs, coarfe and fine, as any Wool he - -

ever wrought in England, or got from any other place.
One thing 1 well know, that the fenfible honelt Zetlanders make great

quantities of coarfe ftockings for the Hamburgh market, and get good.

returns for them; ~and 1 have had ﬁoekmgs from Wool of that country

{o fine as to be worth 105, 6d. per pair. No “filk was finer; and they.
- lafted longe1 with me than any four pan of ﬁlk or worfted: ﬁockmgsx

I ever wore.
Befides, if we will but turn our thoughts to the Wool len trade, we

will get both money and linen far better and cheaper than poﬂibly we
can makeit. Does any man of fenfe think the Germans. will give us .
fuch flax as they manufacture themfelves? -No: The flax that is made
ufe of in Silefia is of a far Tuperior quahty to any I ever faw brought. -

home here. As to the thing you call “Flax, of the growth of this

country, it will not bear the name to any perfon ‘that has been in a

country where flax grows. The foil, the climate, the want of conftant
weather, all are againft us. No lint we grow will drefs half the length
the foreign flax will: And to all thefe bars of nature, every article you

have to import for this hopeful trade (the flax only excepted) is burdened - .
with 2.5 per cent. of the value to the public revenue, befides heavy freight

and infurance; and the flax is often rotten before it comes -to hand.
Many a tun | have feen fo. fpoiled before thipped; and, when the {thips

have long paflages, it heats in the thip and rots, and the damage by fea .
is”very confiderable. T have known a little water in the fhip below heat =~
- the whole cargo; {o that all of it has fuffered in point of ftrength, ina

lefler or greater degree, as it was nigh the part affe&ed.

The Wool is free from all thefe rifks, and is our own growth and» .
© if we take fome from England, you have it not fo far to carry it by land
as many of the "nglith manufacturers have from one part of -England.

> to another. Add to all thefe advantages, that every article wanted from

abroad for the woollen manufacture, is duty-free, (and moft juft it thould ))

from the valuable article of cochineal to the loweft priced mathers; and
“all drugs for dyers ufes are alfo free. Whereas all articles xmported for
- linen, as aforefaid, at a medium, pay 25 per cent. to the public,. viz. pot-
- afhes, pearl-athes, wood-afhes, foap, &ec.; and befides the excife the {oap

pays, it is made from the pot and pearl-athes that have aheady paid

the cuftoms; fo that, what with freight, officers fees, and charges, the
athes will be loaded in all with about 4o per cent, more than our neigh= -

~bours

S




( 4 ) |
bours upon the Continent pay.’ "Even on the rough materials, viz. the
flax, we pay 18 per cent. more than they; for what with freight, infu-
rance, officers fees, thore-dues, and the quantity loft at a medium on all
that is' imported, there will not be lefs than 18 per cent. charges on the

whole; nor is our water fo fit for whiteriing linen as'the water on the.

Continent, = - » '
“ Let any man confider what is fet forth, and chufe which of thefe
branches is beft for his country, his family, and friends. Make pro-~

per ufe of your Wool : It will bring you linen, wine, corn, and all ne-

~ceflaries ; gold and filver to the bargain. You will have a balunce a-

- gainft all Europe, if you fmind your Wool and Fith. ;
_ This is from a trader that fincerely wifhs well to his country, and has
- rifked many hundred 'thoufand pounds in trade. Were he to begin a-
* gain, woollen goods fhould be his only branch ; nor ‘would he doubt of

lelling 50,000l flerling worth a-year at the markets he has mentioned, -

~where he has been often perfonally, and fold woollen goods, in every
“one of them, to good-account. =~ ° ' , ,

- T am not afraid nor atharmed to put my name to this, as I am fully

fatisfied I can anfwer for every thing I have faid on the fubje&t. 1 know
‘the ill fuccefs of the manufacture at Haddington, where I had two thares,
will meet ‘me, and perhaps fome ‘others. 1 do not chufe to make any

- reflections on the management of that company; but 1 may venture  to
~ affirm, that there never was, in my time, a fair and proper trial made on

- this great objet. P L

~ The Aberdeen people have done well with their ftockings ; may they
long continue to {ucceed ! And my late friend A— S 5f
“Muflelburgh made excellent goods, and brought up a large family, on

“a very {mall flock in the woollen trade. Several private people have done -

- the fame; but none of them have had fufficient flock to carry it on as it
- thould be done. Perhaps the politicians in this country found the li-

- nen trade would {uit their purpofe better, and pleafe the Englith, who are

jealous of a rival in that moft valuable branch. - Much, much might be.

" faid to fupport what is here fet forth ; but I hope this is fufficient to con~

© vince the unprejudiced. o B |
R o 7 " D.LocH,

LETTER IL o S
RN ey T S . Leith, March 21, 1774

‘ 'M’UST’J‘beg' leave to give you more trouble on the fubje& of the

: Woollen Trade : I am told there may be at prefent three millions of
fheep in Scotland, and that, without encroaching upon a fingle acre of

' . : - corn~

S e

| Forﬁ‘aﬁ cargoof ﬂ;’ax,u ﬂ.ﬁ‘pp'ed' at ‘Stm“'P‘éiteffbﬁfél{; 'R"iga; oranyo—

Sea-damage -that the under-writers are not liable to pay; for
. they don’t pay under 5,

R | i At i & e LT e
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~ corn lands, there is mountainous ground in this country to feed ten

millions; which the farmers no doubt would attempt, if there was fale for
the wool. . This number could be raifed, by {paring the ewe lambs for a

" few feafons. . And will not this'be a great means of lowering the price of

provifions ? I fhould think, in this event, that mutton would fell at half

~ the prefent price, and the ftore-farmers be no lofers, as the wool will
- fully make up for the difference of the price. . And if we fuppofe good

mutton -to be fold at” 1d. halfpenny, or 2d. per pound, the induitrious

- poor might live both well and cheap, on swholefome good food, without

<confuming much corn; for the matton, with potatoes boiled or roafted,

‘would make a good meal, though no bread were in. the ifa"migl‘y, - Up-

on the whole, I confider our wool to be of more value, if properly ufed, than

-all fhe gold and filyer i:ﬁ, Peru and _;\,/:I\exf,igq.; Let it oply be tried ; the
~.good effects will {foon be found among all ranks in this country. . . -

S DLeen
: LETTER 1L

" T was not my intention to ‘anfwer any letters that were ‘not 1ﬁg;n/¢d.:;
4 but as the letter, figned 4 Manufacturer,{Caledonian Mercury, April

- Z.); requires particulars as to the chargein importing flax and athes from

the ports where moft is fhipped; and the charges of landing ‘the fame in

“this country, (for indeed it is not his province to qnder&;gnd‘thgt,f) Twill
~fatisfy ‘this letter-writer, and the public, with the 'iair-tlcleg_'of'~ Charge,
~ which are, T Ry _ _

ther port in the Baltic, commiffion 2 per cent. port-charges,

, thipping charges, and Sound dues,, 2'}1,-’ha1ffpgﬁb¢ﬁt. o
 Infurance, at a wedium, through the feafon, 3.-1-half per cent.
© freight to Leith 1 1-half per cent. R R )
- Lofs, l;);y dry damage at a medium, and thort ufelefs flax, packed .~ -
" fo that it cannot be difcovered; o ' : g

e B i ~,’fi€ﬂrfiefd—9‘@’,@ oF

L per cent.
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| Chgeonscagoqf Peortand Pot s,
~ Infurance, at a medium, ,-‘g'xfhalff,pé;» cent. freighg"_ t'(f)“‘Lei‘tH,”z‘:\,

_' Porterage;‘f‘ca-rtage,,-ﬂxore-dues, cooperage, “cuftom-houfe fees,
- -weigh-houfe, &c. / S T x

- freight as from:the Baltic ;, } will b ‘ -
or {even per cent, . This is but a fmal];part,'_'of.thq;_‘t;rgde.;ﬂ»forﬁ,th_e'ib‘u;lk.- of |

~ Commiffion 2

Infurance through the feafon 1 1-4th per cent. frcight to Leith1-4th -
o B cent, L T S R
- Lofs that the under-writers do not pay, I per cent, porterage; car~ < .
- tage, thore-dues,: 1~4th per cent, cuftom-houfe fees, and petty.
. .\{chargcg,‘x-:-&h_per cent.. R A R S R &

(6

S percent
“Shore dues at Leith, porterage, cuftom-houfe charges, 1-half per

' cent, ware-houfe rent, and weigh-houfe dues, 1-4th per cent, of

S man, g

. S per cents
Commiffion 2 per cent, port-charges, thipping, and Sound dues, =

PR TEan
2

- 2 1-half per cent,

L percemt. N R PN S A
Lofs by fea-damage, which the under-writers do not pay, .

Pl

I

——

The "fa:m'e"‘k(“:l‘iail'fg'e;z‘\t‘t:end wed and wood afhes ; only they are not_‘l ’,

fo liable to damage at fea,

nor are the duties near fo high.as on the pot and

pearl athes ;. but it equally affeds the value, as they are much cheaper in.

price. . The flax from Holland is. not loaded with, fuch high charges and
out even from Holland it will be equal to fix

- Mlax ufed in 'Sccglghd;isﬂ'_i:mportedf from the Baltic,. . .

nt.. {hipping, charges ‘and port-charges, '
C1r-halfpercens. T R D BT TR

per ¢

wh.

s »The'- Mamg‘}zc‘i’urer coul'd; not have a-ppli'ed‘ to a better hand to be in- -
~ firu@ed as to the charge -of goods. from abroad, than D, Loch, who. "
was for fome time a thipmafter, and many .years a merchant and under~.

writer: Many thoufand pounds has he paid for dutics, freight, port-.

charges,,

L : B e i i v e SR

4 -
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charges, Sound dues, &e¢. on the articles before-mentioned; “and " Iiks.
‘wife paid lofles as an ‘unde}r-‘Writ'ér,-vaﬁd’réceived premiums on "hiany fhlps .
- from the Baltic and Holland, "~ -~ S T e T R
- He never meant, by what he has faid in favour of the Woollen Ma.

- nufacture, that the Linen' trade fhould be given up altogether iminedi-
ately, or even at any time hereafter, totally abandoned, ' e 11 “continue
to make for home confumpt, but néver think of being able tb,fu;iply the
Englith, or foreign markets, or to make it our ftaple, part'i’¢ulél'ly“ the
fine white Linen article, which is a ‘moft ridiculous ides i but, at the
fame time, continue to encourage the 1h‘éu1’ufa&ufésfirif Tife, ‘P'e'r“tli;“’eitid'
Angus fhires, in‘making t‘heir'thin'lowmpric’ed' Linens, which are generallv
made from flax the growth of thefe counties, and Have a long eftablifhed.
and ready fale at London, and other foreign markets, RO

o LETTER Iv. -

. E HAD almoft relolved - not to anfwer any letter that was pot figned

- A with the name of the perfon who wrote'it; but the writer of the let=

‘ter figned AN, (W eckly Magazine, vol, »:‘ixi"\’r,"p. 65.), feems to ‘Poin{;:

more-at me than to fupport his own trade aé’ai;Linéu-manﬁfa&uréh Tn<

' m ems

to have takenaid from fome gentleman of ‘the law. Be that as 'i"t‘f*'ina}‘r‘f,‘

I amready to.meet him on the ground I have taken up, ‘and })lévx‘hdp‘s:hﬁ);t

- eonvince him that every word, [ have fet forth is for his own good; and ..
the good of his country. ' My reputation’ as a’'merchant is wel] known,.-

deed ‘he dqes;notjwri'téf in the ftile of a'merchant or tradéfm an, but fe

My thoughts as to the Woollen and Linen trade are mot of yefterday. 1

was for feveral years a member of the Royal . Boroughs in'their annual
couvention.  T.always. fpoke my mind as to thetrade that T vwas fatisfied
was for-the benefit of this country, which I'was convinced'was the “Wool-
len: " I have heard many Den Quixotte fchemes at thefe meetings abour
the Linen ftaple. I am very forry that what I foretold concerning it has -

come to pafs, .

"The Britith Linen: Company ‘made the greateft trial, and with the beff
2appearance of fuccefs. . That " company had the greateft fupport of any

- ‘branch that has been attempted in: this. country.” The direétors were the
- moft fenfible, ‘knowing gentlemen in the country;  théir fervants honeft, -
~and fome of . them very clever (witnefs. Mr W, T-—d)* Yet allwonld not
R R O R P e - do,.

o — ot T S G T R e Sl :
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B ey -

are generally .

. D.Locm

 Zeith, dpril ng, 177y
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. o) V inted with fome of the gentlemen that

» - 1 had the honour to be acquainted with fome *. the gentlemen tha
' "gsere ;iz'i‘g‘lth"e" direction fome years. ago, - 1 have furnithed the company
" with ﬂnps for feveral feafons to bring home their -flax. My poor opi=

" nion has been afked by {omne of the geatlemen largely concerned. - { al-

o was explicit, that the trade could & pport itfelf. - 1 gave my
. licit, that the trade ¢ould no..t,{uipporp itfelf.
fzi‘i{s;:ﬁzxgolrzer letter. - Part of the flock «came to.. {ell the ;o.tfh!er\.d;?z.
by public fale. Fifteen hundred pounds frerling flock  of the Britith
Linen Company, I am told, fold only for L. 442 : 10

_ Had the foyrth part of the money and attention been applied to the -

~ Woollen manufactpre in this country, in place of the Linen, {.am cl;e?.rl.zrl'
»bf"opihion we would have been the moft th,rwmlg p.?‘caplev (xin '%uroPe:,l ';?nn

- hope it is not top late to begin: For I am. well in AL
‘ E'elz?fnt in the Woollen trade, :that our fpinners of flax, with very little

cn.trag 1 : ~a% e
pains, would foon come to be good fpinners of Wool, and the we 7

“in'like manner. ©

" As to Mr A. N’ want of Wool; get the money that has been laid

' efe mar nd: you wi d Woal in
out in forcing flax thefe many years paft, and you will fin ‘Wool-
Ollletlitn f‘oir%%gcoﬁitry can'do éo};d (fays the great Baron de Montdglu?u,
:End t}}rl'ca writer of the Farmers Letters) that has the rough materials to

‘pay for to foreigners.” That we are to manufa&qre the» ca’ih”pa_'fd a?ro_ég‘l ,

_for flax, is ingonceivable.

"~ As to what Mr A. N. fa?}‘S about ertmg for thow, heis much mif-

N ; BN H e p B L o <) ‘ f erityof‘my
; - I do it from a feeling for the poor, and the ' profp b
o ::i];iﬁry ({N it‘hré‘fpéét to his parade and fhow of learning about the

| ine-of 1 irts ' s.25 ‘many fhir vithout cambrie, .
o wearing of fome fhirts, L:had always as many fhirts, withou ] s

- “or lawn, or fuch trumpery about them, as ferved me ‘the ~.y.éar rci(;[md(i
- &a&{iﬁg:qmy;ﬁm(or fix times in the year. Linen. that Wlu not - afrill |
thlrtyfﬁvctximes, being wore but one day, is but poor ftuffi—As to the
" as he muft know li him to. write in- the manner he does. - ,
o hemult oo ltie of dim soL il in the maaner be D.LocH.

G g Vg dvanta he:Wooiien'T.'goodé
o PoS. Among many ,,cher;s,,@ne:grcat advaqtagq th TN A0 N 8
- have preferably to the Linen, isthe quick return ; for, gft.e:-all_Mf-r %N ;

' fracas and apparatus for preparing his ground to - fow his Hax-feed, an

" - his great pains in drefling his flax, when will he bring his Linen to

~ market, and turn it into cath? Not in Jefs than eighteen months; where-

- @s.you may have the Wool off your 14&&6@[),8 backs to"day, and in eigh
?:ezda}lft?l};a,ve your flockings at macket, and part of your cloth in {ix

- weeks; and thus money in your pockets. : This is. a material ~advantage -

- dnevery rade, but more fo fo the maoufadiurers of this country, who

“have

 Tiberties this faid Mr. A. N. takes with D. L: he might have fpand"themg |

s e

= e — iR AL -
D
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have but {mall flocks; for it confifts with my knowledge, and I dare fay
- with M A, N.’s experience, that the ‘Linen manufalturers have ‘been
' s to London; on purpofe to raife money

often obliged to fend their good . ,
after all their long outly; and he muft know they pay dear for. that

- money, which has ruined many a good man in the end

’, fatures of this country; the great ftaple of which I have thewed
. to be Wool: The more I confider it, the more I am convinced of its
truth, We complain for want of money; nowonder!  Let every Scotf-

~ man wear cloth manufadured in Scotland, and drink home-brewed malt

- liquors. . This will fave to the countr > upon thefe two laft articles alone,
at leaft 200,000l. ﬁerling per annum. The well known proverb, is a
moft juft one, a penny faved is 4 penny gained, and is, the moft fure’ way

- -of getting money, and keeping it at home. =~ - T
The quantity of broad cloth that comes from our induftrious -neigh-
bours yearly is aftonithing, [ lately faw a comparifon made between
 cloth of the Englith fabric, and fome made at Muffelburgh by Mr Hy{-

- lop, both of the fame prices and colours. one of the company. could
diftinguith which was of this or that country; but they. unanimoufly

_ money. Iam by no means for flopping an inter with,

- England:. God forbid! For of all the people I ever dealt with, the Eng-
- lith are by far the beft. They are an open, friendly, honeft, warm-
* hearted people, and trade with eafe and honour in all thejr dealings, far
Preferable to the Hollauders, whom a late anonymous writer -thought

. Proper to mention as a pattern for trade, &e. The Englith take from
. us good commodities, and pay us well for our black cattle and wool,
which feeds and clothes them; and much of that wool they return us, in

- manufaGured goods, to clothe ourfelves, . ha T e
. -The other article I point at is London Porter. It is a thame and dif~
grace to the people of this country to ufe fo much of it
~for {everal years paft, the quantity brought -into the port of Leith, and
. the other ports of the Frith of Farth exceeds '

e ~mpetiieois, U U LR e
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the other ports of Scottand; may be about L. 40,000 fﬁ?f?iva pretty i“g?
I truly to be paying for an article we can {o well wants Vv h"‘;“ﬁlt of 1
| our fathers, not'to fay forefathers,” who never taﬁg{l‘ ,;t? nor th ;‘O‘Uc e'b’ N
! it? Good firong ale and two-penny pleafed them; ‘and - they were: as- N

merry and good company over it as ' we-over porter. - B?ﬁd‘eg,},;;;t:'ls ﬁ% t\;:l};
expenﬁve drink.’ - People but of low circumitances will whip oft

two or three bottles at a few draughts. . I have feen the b}l}l at ~‘d.r-1_nkt\1u?\rge
porter run higher than a claret bill fome years ago. I wil not bvf:‘;,in .
to fay, thatwe have yet arrived at fuch a degree O,f_ per fe&‘;‘?_%,m V ;u lig- __
it as’;they‘have in-London; but I have, for 10‘“? time paﬁ, been 0 pﬁ) £
from. 2. perfon W r made by Mr Gardiner, a little fouth ot",

ed from a perfon with Porte

e . ' . ve had feveral porter drink-
I} Edinburgh, which pleafes me well; and I have had leveral porter Grines
o take part with e at my houle, who agreed tha the porter was good,
though not old enough; but they never found out that it was Scots ma~
1fad It is really amazing what averfion we have to every thing

nufadure. , at averfion we have to every thing:
made in our own country. Better ale, fmall beer, and two-penny I

‘ drank in all the countries I have been in, than m},ghxs lfm why o
aeev S;nﬁgt be pleafed with thefe, and fuch porter as we cgp“malgfhzrfo&gr; -
outfelves, is unpardonable. 1 am afraid we deferve in part o e
Glove lately faid of us, that we had every fenfe but cong;}pbp er A

- 1 do think, ‘that.a Scotfman that will not wear gqqd' cloth, dqc?qfiabout;x :
made here, and refufes to drink good porter, becaufe brewed 1n ora

Edinburgh, in a great meafure verifies that ;gengleman’s'"aﬁ'ertion‘-,"andf
may juftly be {aid to have no regard whatever for

e abler to take up. hi r the welfare and profperity of

fome abler hand to take up. his pen for the welfare and prolpenity OF -
' Slotland, which I moft folemnly declace was. my only motive for wri-

- ting this, and my former letters... .

- HOULD not have troﬁbfe'd-th‘ef public with danv_ia‘n‘i.'wqf to SCOtl?ﬁf o
B iﬁigs}’s letter [Weekly  Magazine, P.‘2ggfj;;, But ashe;}oes r:f;t of:c; L
much as enter into fhe“ﬁate-pf the Wo‘t_)}-len% or‘Lmen tra}de, ut ggo.r T h‘s .

_ with the fpirit of declamation, a few hints may not be urngmpﬁxrﬁH i
pefufalf, ‘It is extremely furprifing, that none of thefe wx:i;frg Wz} txo . gn_ |
" their names to their papers, as.I doj-nor will they meet with me .

verie

his country. I could
fay much miore on: this.fubject; but 1 hope [ have faid fufficient to induce

~ D.Locs.
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verfe on ~th_é fubjet: If they would but come and have a fair flate of

facts laid down, I‘;hai:‘Ve, not the leaft d(}ubf ‘but-I'could convince all thef -
writers, and every Scotfman, from the firft gentleman at the board of

Truftees, to the loweflt Linen Manufacturer, that my plan is for the good

of my country. My real reafon for anfwering Mr Amicus’s letter s
this :* He takes upon him to fay, ‘that I was foon tired of oneé branch of
bufinefs; and-draws a comparifon betwixt me ‘and a Dutch merchant.
He fhould have fitft gone to the cuftom-houfe books in Leith, before he -
had ventured his hearfay-flory; and there he would have feen that I pur

fued-one branch of trade for twenty years together, viz. the Hamburgh

trade.. As to the Greenland trad

a few other merchants in ;Edinb'urg‘h, 1 fitted out two other thips fot the
Greenland trade, viz. the Prince and Princefs of Wales, and continued:

the trade feveral years; and after this I bought two fhips of the Edin-
burgh: whale-fithing company, on my own proper account, in which.
- fome gentlemen joined me, and took one half concern; but I held the-

other half: of both',ﬂmips," and all “the materials and ftores; which, I be-

lieve, was rifking more in that trade than has been dore by any manin. .
~Scotland; and I continued this till one of the {hips, the Edinburgh; was:
Ioft in the ice. . I ftill continued the . (hip Leith for eleven: years; with:
very bad fuccefs. How does this anfwer our friend Amicus and his Hol=
- landers? I will venture to fay, there are very few in this country who .
were in trade more fteady to this plan than 1 was, or trufted: more to- . -
your flip of paper dealers, and linen manufaurers, by whom I have
loft a large fum of money. If thefe and others would pay what they: -
- are Juftly owing, 1 would have ten times the fortune and ftock that 1 be-
. gan tradgwith. - Many hundreds of pounds are due me for flax, flax-

{eed, pearl, weed, and wood athes, .all imported” to fupport the Linen:
Manufacture.  But what is all this to the point! ' Had my fortune any-
connection with Amicus’s fcheme?—FHe-likewife is- pleafed to mention.
Mr Glover. 1 have not the honour to be acquainted with that gentle~
man, but I wilh we had a few fuch merchants in this country; for what:

I have been well inforined of is, that he underftands trade and” manu-
factures the beft of any man in Britain, perhaps in Europe, and that he
is by no'means an enemy to Scotland or Scotfinen; on the contrary, he -
has done eflential fervice to them on feveral occafions : . Pait of what he: -
mentioned in hislate fpeech, L am forry to fay, istoo true.. What*Ami~ -

i e L3 g o
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‘ trade,” which he is pleafed to mention; T~ -
was amongft the firft that promoted it. I'was one*of ‘the firft named as
a manager of the Edinburgh whale-fithing ¢ompany, and among the . -
firft who fubfcribed to the flock; and I ftand poflefied of mare of that -

ftock to this day than any one partner of that company. ' Befides, with -




 grows, the froft never touched the

{2y

_ctus fays as tothe flax ftanding the wind, let him ftepout toa field, when
the flax is full in feed, after a gale of wind, and the flax will tell him
‘the confequence. As to his waters, ‘I ‘have been on the Continent in
~many places, and know from experience what I'advance, - With regard
* to the gentleman’s fcheme of taking off the duty on afhes, &, he owes
that to me: I have pointed out that ftrongly to Mr Amicus; and tiwenty

years ago. I got one of the ableft men inthis country (Mr Ofwald of

Dunnikier) to tey adminiftration to take ‘off the duties on all' the mate<

vials imported for the linen manufacture, and likewife the duty on hemp,
-~ And Mr Amicus muft likewife know, that-I'was a great promoter of the:

<linen trade in one branch, thefail-cloth and Ofnaburg bufinefs, carried

on at Leith, under the firm of, The Edinburgh Roperie and Sail-cloth
-Company: And I will further fay, | was as alive, and did as ‘much to
‘encourage ity as-any one partner; and I have to this day a very high e~

fteem for the gentlemen in that company, and with them ‘all fuccefs, Byt

~believe me, Mr Amicus; if the duties were taken off. hemp, it would be
‘of .more advantage than all the others. You ought to make your own

coarfe: linens ; bring in as few materials from abroad to manufadturé at .

home as poflible; mind your -wool, your fith, your black cattle, your
mines and minerals; thefe are good home materials, which can employ
all your heads and hands.—Thefe are the fentiments of one who wifhes
“his country and its trade as well as all your anonymous correfpondents ;
and I fhall be ever ready.to contribute to it, to the utmoft of my power.

As I formerly faid, T am not afraid nor athamed to fign my name to

~what I write,

TOOK notice, in’ my firlt letter, that this is not a country for the

L growth of flax, neither is any ifland that I know. The weather is
too changeable, and the fnow never lies fo as to keep the froft out of the
ground ; whereas, in the eaftern countries of Europe, where the beft flax
- will; for about the middle of Oober the fnow falls, perhaps from two
- to three feet thick, often more, Immediately the froft fers in, and freezes

. the fnow o firm, that carriages go over it the whole winter, without

. breaking the cruft, o S s

o

o Leith, Jue 2,774

ground fince the creation, nor ever
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‘Towards the middle of March, the heat of the fun diffolves the fnow,
when vegetation commences more rapidly than any can imagine who have
not feen it. The ground is like a hot-bed, and being {o manured by the
fnow, the flax-feed and barley fown in thefe grounds will be ready ‘to

reap in feven or eight weeks from the fowing ; and it often happens that
0o rain falls all the time the flax is growing; yet there is no need. of
‘the;grodnd,b?ing much moiftened, as the plant covers the ground in {o
_ fhort a time, as to fcreen the earth from the great:heat and drought.. In=

deed it fometimes happens, - that not a cloud is to be feen for many
‘weeks together in thefe climates, but conftant fun-fhine, and fine pleafant

{ummer weather, that are not to be met with-in Ian;dsflyi ngin the middle of:
the ocean, And yet I think we are much better fituated, notwithftanding -
~ our changeable weather, as we have a country fo proper for breeding fheep-
ﬁ:‘?‘thatﬁproduc’e’good, Wooll, which article thefe Hax-climates have.not.. .
. Andas we are fo well fituated for trade-and commerce; ‘to make ufe-
. of our Wooll to the beft advantage, it is my opinion, after long expe-

" rience, that every country, which nature has provided with-materials with~.
in itfelf, thould prefer. manufacturing thefe - to- all others,which‘they may-
. purchafe from. their neighbours, .fuch as thofe. wanted. for “the  Linen. .
q,Manu;faCtm'e. : « o T Bl

At the fame time, I am not for thofe. who have been bred- to, and-are

_;:pgagedfin;;the Liil;m;“t_,r‘ade,- to give it up all at.once;. but to get out of -
- it flowly, and apply more to the W oollen branch. I think we fhould
‘make no more Linens than areneceflary toferve ourfelves; and'we ought -

not 'to think to- ;feij.v_ei Engla

Scotland, by which. the manufaCturer cannot make daily bread by felling

them in England. . And to imagine to make Linens. that would bear: a

proper. profit by exportation to any country abroad, or to our. plantations,

i an abfurd idéa,'aWhile;Ger'many and other eaftern countries remain; for
they are,.and will probably ever be, able to underfel us, both as to price -
-and quality, 30 per. cent.. ~Can- we fuppofe the: Americans.or Welt-in~
.dians will purchafe from. us, . when they can. be fupplied with German
Linens at the Dutch and Danith free-perts in the Welt-Indies, upon much.
‘better. terms - No reftriCtion that can be laid .on. trade by our laws will.

prevent them, and indeed the temptation is toe great to be withftood,

*Asa further argument, to fhow that flax is not a.plant of this country; -

it to be obferved, that you cannot fow the feed raifed by your own growth of

this year, to hope for any crop that. will pay your labourers: for the next.:

And.if you:continue it three years, though you change the place of the-

o country:

: land, with that article,. efpecially. in all -its.
branches, as there are feveral articles, . particularly the fine Linen . made il
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“tountry any where within Scotland, it will fearce come above the ground;

~which is demonftration that it is no plant of ours. Thus we have eve~
'ty year a large fum to pay to the Dutch and Ruffians, even for the {eed
to raife fuch poor flax.  The money (and it is all cafh) that has gone

-out of this country in'my time to pay flax; and fax-feed, to Holland and
Ruflia, is immenfe ; it is almoft beyond all credibility, I nearly know the

- {um that hasbeen remitted, for thefe'twenty years paft, to Amftérdam, Rot~
‘terdam, and Hamburgh, for this-article; but Tdo not chufe to mention it,

for it would be thought incredible ; befides what is paid for pot, p
“weed: 37'ind':W00d"aﬂICS;'&C.: s AR b o rpo ’ Rgarl"

. “Upon the whole; this trade has carried more money out ‘of Scotland
‘than all our ‘foreign- trade ‘put together has done in my time ; for the

~French and Spaniards take our goods; the Ruffians take none; and this

- trade has likewife been the great caufe of the fcarcity of cath, and of the

‘London and Dutch exchange being fo- much againft'us. * As there have
been lefs of thefe articles imported within thefe two' yéars,v the exchange
“has been much ‘more moderate;” - o R B

~‘Let private people ' raife fuch flax as the cour‘utry‘wil‘l;gmw,’ an’d"ma-v |

‘f’»«:nuf.a&ure' it for their own «ufe, and the ufe of Scotland, and let them pay
~ their flax-feed abroad. Hemp we muft pay for ; but toimport flax is

~-againft this country, unlefs you pay it with- Woollen goods -

I know you will think the Paifley branch worth attending to; I 'be-

»» Tieve it ; for it 'requires but little fax to carry-it on; and I am told our
~dhort flax anfwers the-purpofe. Tt is-proper to encourage that manufac-

o :fture:;,'but.‘the'r} “it cannot be extended any great length. Every branch -
. -that requires little money to be paid abroad'is valuable to this country 3

and if we could pay all with Woollen 'goods, import as much as vor
| , : en 5y 1mMp much’ as
n:pleafe. of ‘heceflaries and luxuries, Among ",rﬁangadVan‘tages that)igli

Wool has preferable to ‘the Linen, the quick “return, as 'mentioned in

'one of ‘my letters, is a great one; then - the  ftore-mafter is able to.give -

~:mne‘n}"onths credit, as he has twelve months to pay his rent after his
- WOan\le {horn; ‘and.all this paid in‘our own country: ‘Whereas, you muft
- pay the flax with cath to foreigners, and before you fee it. Providence is

- extrémely kind as to the “time the theep caft their fleece, bein{% midfum-

© . mer, “at a' time when ‘there is the leaft to do inour corn-fields, and

~the days long to carry on the work with fpeed. The poor theep ﬁe,‘ed ne

- more attentdance till your harveft is over, to fmear them to ftand the win-
~‘ter. I am told-much might be done ‘in -the-fmearing to better the Wool

- -and egually to prote& the theep, =~ . . T 00k
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TT wil perhaps“bet’houg’ht ‘prefumptuous to take ‘upon me ,tchf write up-

H on afubje& that fo many learned - and.able men: have- had: before

them; but as I have the good of my country, and all-mankind at heart,

-1 will venture to throw out what occurs to me on trade, commerce, and

‘manufa@ures. - -

T have already enlarged hpOﬁ V‘t‘he,Woolle‘n 'Manu'faﬁ‘lil’e; and it is moft -
“certainly: the ‘great ftaple ‘of Scotland. . The Fifheries: are-the next; and

the black cattle is-a folid valuable article. This laft ‘branch has been
pretty well attended to; the other two have been much negle@ed. - Go-
vernment haé given .great encouragement to our herring and whale-hih-

~ing. Something more thould be done for the cod and white fithing = -

And the herring fithing, I think, without any more bounty, might be

put on a much better footing than:it is at prefent. I thould with to have
~a meeting with eight or ten of the (hip-mafters, who have been employ-

ed in-that trade for thefe five years pait: Something might be pointed

-out of real ufe to that valuable bufinefs, which fo much contributes to

employ honeft hardy f{eamen, and -to reduce the price of provifions,

- which the legiflature has been extremely attentive to, and has done much
'good by the well concerted corn-bill and others.. -

The increafe of fheep: would be a great help. And would 1tnot ‘be
proper-to- give the public money, that is allotted to be diftributed as pre-

“miums by the truftees in this country, to the farmers that thall raife the
- greateft number of fheep, and bring to market the greateft quantity of
- good merchantable Wool? and‘to leflen the premiums’ as . the number

falls fhort, and to give fuch encouragement to the cloth -and ftocking

‘manufactures as the parliament fhould think fit?  The money would ,be -
much better beftowed than in forcing a trade that nature has often for-
‘bidden; and which never'can in this country fupport itfelf, < . - .

- 'As'you increafe your fheep, you will-always have abundance of géox,i

“mutton; this will greatly tend to keep down the. price of all vivres. I

thould think, that to leffen your number of horfes and dogs would be a

help to lower the price of provifions.. ‘What would you think of a tax

~of five thillings upon each; without any exception, or fuch fum as the
- -wifdom of - parliament fhould' think fit - (not -lefs thad §s. per annum ?)

"Would not this tend to introduce the labouring of ‘lands more frequently -

with oxen, and raife more of thefe valuable animals, and to deftroy

- ‘many ufelefs.dogs, who devour the innocent theep and lambs? In this

- - place,
|- '

I
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place, where I live, there is {earce a cartet, porter, failor, foldier, or fith-
wife, but muft have their dogs, fome two' or three, who defiroy a dealof

provifions, -and: befides, kill and tear the harmlefs theep and lambs, -

Within thefe two:years, I have feen, in- my neighbourhood, more theep.

- devoured, belonging to the Earl of Abercorn, Lord Elliock, Mr Alex=

ander Robertfon, Mr Alfton, Mr ‘George Knox, and others, within two .

miles of 'Edinburgh, ‘than the whole fpecies of dogs is: worth, except

the fheep~dogs, who are the only part of the tribe that are of real value. .

But let them all pay the tax; I am for'no exceptions in the law, if it can

be avoided :+ And T-doubt not but, by the increafe .of the fale of 'Wool,

the-flore~mafter would be well €nabled to pay for his ufeful dogs.:
- ‘As to'the butchers,’ gardners, “and tannérs, they keep more dogs than
they have ufe for; and, to my knowledge, fome of thefe people’s dogs

did much damage among the fheep in'the noblemen and ‘gentlemen’s -

grounds above mentioned. - And befides, the making any -exception "as
to thetax on'theep-dogs, would bé a cloak to every little country-village,
to.keep that great nuifance, little dogs, or what we call' collies; which
have often been the ‘caufe of ‘very. difmal: accidents to gentlemen  and.
‘others, b‘yfthei;ii;barking, and- attacking their horfes heels-when travelling ;:

- by whichmeans, many in my remembrance, fome gentlemen of eminent
worth, (particularly the late Mr ‘George Lauder), have been thrown from.

_* their horfes, and loft their lives. -~ -

- This law would enable government to lowet, or to take off fome pért -

of the duty on falt and leather, . which falls heavieft ‘on the poor, as'they:

. ufe more falt provifions 'an&"l'eather:fOr'ihoesqthan‘t’he'righ. -The excife
- on foap'and candle falls more on the wealthy: - And .all the excife on-
fpirits, . porter, -ftrong ale;’ and; all other liquors,: falls on the: drinkerss. - -
~and thefe fhould be drunk Aparingly by labouring people, and the lefs. -

~ the better for their health and labour, - .

* Perhaps there has not been'a time, for many-years paft, that govern=- "

ment had it fo much in their power as fow, and they have been . lately -

. thowing great inclination to do good things for their country. - We have:

 a good king; we have a fteady wife adminiftration:

in every ‘part-of the:ifland of ‘Great Britain: are loyal, quiet, and well: -

- /difpofed; a few wrong-headed, rotten hearted, difappointed, noify, tur-.

bulent men excepted.:© All the evil I wifh that turbulent fet is, that they

- were{entto:that hopeful country Ruflia; or to. the great King of Pruffia’s.

dominions; fora few years, to teach them to know what liberty is, and

- how much we enjoy it in thisifland, " I almoft adore-the memory of the ~
wife, prudent, honeft, fenfible men, that fixed our moft valuable confti~.

 tutionupon fuch truly noble principles ; fa that. from the King, to the low--
~ . . 4 ‘ ' eft:

Our. whole people:

- fees at the water-fide, and. give the land and coaft-waiters.

- officer infult the man who imports fairly, and he canno
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eft of the fubjects, we are governed by prudent good laws: That everky

man”s' Ii'fe and property i's‘fecured to him, and is tried, if in fault, by his
~ door neighbours, who will always do. juﬁice, and lean to the merciful id e“

rather than to the fide of cruelty R
,HOW.‘_’VIfe and good an action have the king and parliament done at
prefent, in giving the heir of the late Lord Lovat hig eftate! Itisto be

hoped all the other noblemen and gentlemen
will meet with thefame favour, Thejr cftates ‘are of little confequence
to the public, but very great.to the families ‘they- belonged to. .
putting of them into their natural poffeffion, will contribute to people the

country, and will extinguifh the laft remains of difaffeCion. Happy and

wife times, .when the iniquities of the fathers are not vifited o (e

children! et e abd]
If the members of the houfe of ‘commons w

_ ' ould take away all officers. -
morefalary, it

would 'be 'ferv»ir;g the revenue and aflifting the fair trader, - Thefe fees
paid at the water fide are & great encouragement to the unfiir trader, and
2 great o to the merchant, who is not; nay, that prattics makes the

materials wanted for that manufaGure, . The fees
high on Wool, and Woollen: goods' going coaft w
very troublefome: It will be of much confequence to trade, if fome re-

- gulation take place as to thefe fees, and the officers be ordered to do their
: ] H Noqp L . . ) ! : -
~duty without fee orreward, and:to. give all difpatch at: legal hours, Up-

- on the whole, the revenue will never be honeftly dealt with; northe.

) and thc fpubl_ic,,;mon'ey,. as they pleafe; and to take- fuch liberties. as are. |
- moft thameful; and the merchant muft pay;.or ‘put up with the abufe

" l HAVE with pl@fiﬂ_‘é perufedVMf MK’s letter to yoﬁ [Wee-kly Ma-
¥ gazine, Vol. xxiv, P, 367.]. I with he had put his name at full length ki

merchant well, ferved, while thefe officers have the difpofal of favours,

that thefe people will oblige him to fubmit to,

toit, as Lthink it very fenfible, and true in every article, .

in the like circumftances

And th‘ey»

) ) o ¢ t get equal dif=

- patch as the other ‘who pays high fees.” It is to be hoped, at a(llly ‘rate,
that all fees within and: without doors will be taken off the Wool, and all-

s at prefent are very

‘ways,. and . the : officers
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' fon is obvious; as he fays they fully an

gentlemen, -and farmers, ‘in’

* vermin.  Some law, or tax, to fuppre
diately to be applied for.—There is no

and fall on the harmlefs fheep, which

~ abroad. Whence it appears,” that the

an," twenty fheep to one that are in thi

A very great fum, you will fay;. but,

" too generous and open hearted to tha
. {elves.—Befides this, we are bubbled
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T muft beg leave, through the channel of your ufeful Paper, to fay
what T have learned from a jgudicibu‘s and experienced farmer in the fheep.
and black cattle way: ~ He i% much pleafed with the letter; but, in place
of having the theep houfed in the winter; he ‘recommends the planting
of whins on a fouth expofure, and dry; which, hefays, is the beft pro-

' teCtion and feeding for fheep in cold fnowy weather; andindeed his rea=-:

) d deftroy the wool, if houfed. - -
"Ab to deftroying the eagles and foxes, he approves ‘much of .it; but

fays (which I know in this neighbourghood to be true), that the num-

berlefs, ufelefs, deftrudive do s do more harm than all the other ani-

mals put together; and that, within thefe'two years pafty the noblemen,.

: ‘ a circuit of 2 few miles round Edinburgh,

have had above 300 fine fheep devoured, or tore to ‘pieces, by thefe

{s-thefe ufelefs dogs, ought inme-
t 4 porter, a chairman, -a fith wife

or cadie, &¢. but muft have their dogss; and, as ‘many. of thégﬁx\{,mﬁﬁz _
want their neceffary food, they naturally betake themlelves to the fields,

they deftroy,  much to the. preju-

dice of the proprietors, ‘and lofs of the country. = :

Before the union, I find large fums came into ,Sgotlé;ﬂd“fdr» wool, after
* cloathing ourfelves, and fending a good value of cloth and woollen goods

number of fheep-in Scotland, be-

' fore that period, muft have been much larger than at prefent;’ and Tram’
~well informed, that, forty years ago, there were, in Eafl and Mid-Lothi-

efe counties at'prefent.. :

" Yours,. e DLOCH. o

AN I N o Leith, Ty 1774
| HINTED,m a foriet- letter; how prcjudiciaﬂ ‘tl_le‘_fin\_i_port_zi;ivOﬁ of
(R E fuch large quantities of London™ Porter was to Scotland ; and " then

" computed - the lofs to this country at L. go,000.fterling for the laft year:

I am well informed, it was confi-

' derably more. "What muft the Englith nation think of us? They are

nk us for our money to ruin our~
by the dealers in this pernicious

- article. ' Let any perfon go into a tavern or ale-houle in ‘Edinburgh, or
* Leith, aad drink this dear Suffy for fo I calliit: Tt is not genuine porter;

g g e e e

you will find at leaft one-third, if not one-half, of the drink in the bot-
tle fimall beer. Whether the mixture is made in London, or Leith, or
perhaps partly in ‘both, is not material to the drinkers who pay for it.

Sure I am, they pay high to pleale theirvcorruptwté.ﬁc’; for what with the -
{mallnefs of the bottle, and the quantity of {mall beer glutted down

with the porter, the drinker pays at the rate of {even-pence for an Eng-
lifh quart or Scots chopin of porter: . Whereas you can “have a. chopin

of good Scots porter for, three-pence, and excellent firong ale at thefame -
price. “And I 'do aver, there are many good porter brewers in and about .
Edinburgh and Leith, who make fuch porter as any Seotfman may be
pleafed with, and much better worth the money than the adulterated -
trath which is drunk by hundred dozens in a day in and - about our me- -
tropolis. It is nothing but prejudice in many, and felf«intereftin others,

~ which' have "'crarr;‘i\ed{ ,or;_this - deftructive: branch of bufinefs' to fuch- a..

No perfon would wifh for better. porter than is manufa@ured by the:
fqlldwing;genﬂ:»meyn,i;yiz.; Sl e e R R T
fGeorge‘ Millai;r;' St A_nn":s”\"‘ Yards, e SR 7 S
nes Hotchkifs, Grafs-market, - . . N
Jame tehkifs, Grafs-market, } Edznlzurgbo

“Archibald Campbell, Cowgate, e b
- Meflrs Gardners, Goofedub, RS I
-Bailie Candel and fon, .~ © 0 oo R

" Matthew Comb, .

* How ridiculous is. it to advance, That porter cannot be made with-
out Thames-water 2 Mr ‘Combrune, who writes a'very fenfible Effay .
on Brewing, laughs at that vulgar prejudice. 'Every man of - fenfe that I
have converfed with, does the.fame. . And 1 am well informed, that, even:
in London, where one butt of porter is brewed. of" Thames water, -there

- are ten made from the New River, and other water about London. We

_ became as good foft foap-boilers, and bottle-makers, as any in theking-
dmmen D TSR a0 g, LR

it to England for fale. - This prejudice is now entirely got the better of 5
. and the manufa@uring of thefe two articles, foap and bottles, fave a great |
ﬁ e I b e R el

have as good foft water in this neighbourhood as in ‘Britain ; and to fay
our people have not genius to arrive at perfection in this branch, is an infult

- on.the country ; witnefs the Soapery in this town, and the Glafs-houfes.
‘1t is not many years fince thefle were fet a going ; and up-hill work it

was for fome time ; but, by perfeverance and application, ‘our, people

The Q{ejudic’é againft our foft foap was full 'AH}YO'YC‘théf;!; aggin'ﬁ the por-
ter s infomuch,” that we were even , obliged, for feveral years, to fend




- «deal of money to the éountjry; I hope' foon to fee the woollen “goods;’

and our "home-brewed porter, fave ten times more than both." Befides

thefe meationed, do not our country people carry on ‘the works at Pref-

- ton-pans, ‘at Carron, and feveral other places, to the fatisfidtion of their
“employers ! Upon the whole, our’ people can perform any’ branch of
- manufacture, when intrufted, equally well, and-at as little expence, as
“any in Europe, when the materials can be got equally good and cheap;
“-and there is no premium’ can be given equal to a ready fale” at home,
“"The market abroad will open to you of courfe. A T N
* 'To do the gentlemen, ‘merchants, and others at Glafgow, juftice, they

give eill”cn‘t:ouragcmen; to their own porter, and-all articles made among
‘themfelves ; and much merit they have in fo doing. May they go on and

profper, and put their heads’ and -hands ‘to extend the Woollen along

“with the Linen branches, which'they carry on, without taking ‘much
~money otit of the country. Neither is this country deficient in Mecha-

* “nics; witnefs the Caldton Smiths in the Chi mney-way, &c, Many more

inftances might’ be given as to the. genius, indufiry, good -heads and
‘hands among our S‘cqis:.jtradefm-cr;';, R e e T

 Diloem

: Leztb, _7'uly 6. 1 m

:“»"S‘A;I“-faid“in my firft Ietter;'that God and nature,h;id_ ordai'ncd;th‘i's

A country for the Waollen; and denied ‘the Linen: trade to be the
- ftaple, is a‘truth that I will fupport. " You have almoft every thing a- -

~mong yourfelves for the one, and you have almoft every article to bring

from diftant countries for the other; and ﬁ‘b’n}f{;tl}qfq',(:ount’rie:s - too that

~take little or nothing from you but your cafh. .

It is long fince I knew what put the political ‘fpinning-l-wheéls in nio-, ‘

" tion. T thall be explicit ; it was Archibald Earl of llay, afterwards Duke
- of Argyle,'who held the reins of ‘the “political {yftem 'of ‘this country

many years; and he had able men to manage for him, and good men 3 but

they were chained to his party. However, it would ill become me to fay -

any thing of this nobleman, after the juft and mafterly character drawn

“."-‘ofhinf,li by Dr Smollet in his hiffory. ST S
~'The do@rine was, RKeep the people poor and they <will be dependent ; and

lure they were that the Linen branch would keep them fo, - This I have

e = TPTIR 2 o R BB e -

© . taken

- triotic do&rine you will fay; but fo it was,

-the character of your Linens; and many. an:hone_ﬂ‘houfc.-wife_,ghg,ﬁ_m kes

~ ing cloth. ' Let the chemifts fay what they pleafe, that it may-be ufed in

(21 )

taken the liberty to fay to fome of thofe worthy men I had the honoup to
be acquainted with ; but words or writing at that period were of no avail
We muft not difoblige the Englith ; the Woollen is their great ftaple g
we will get no bounties, 1o premiums, if we give them offence : A" pa~

‘ Well, what is next to be
done? Supply the ‘boroughs and counties with B— = L s
notes, flax-feed; flax, wheels, reels, flax-mills, and wind-mills, to- carry on

a trade that never-did, nor never can fupport itfelf'; after a trial of forty

years, ‘we find it fo. - No matter for that! Bleachfields muft be erected,

and premiums given to thofe who raife moft flax, &c. Provoft fuch-an-

one muft have the dire@ion of his diftri@, ;With“theafﬁﬂance of the -

Dean of Guild; Conveeners, and Deacons of ‘crafts ; give them'a feaft,
and put flax, &c. in their hands; make the machine goj; found up boun=-

ties, premiums, and what not, for the Linen ; let your. bleachfields: ‘be -

encouraged, though they be forbid the ufe of lime or pigeon’s dung :
Let them fubflitute fomething in their ftead, to force the Linen to be foon
white, and lefs expenfive than ‘to ufe foap or any foft materials: Let

them ufe the fpirit of vitriol, or fome fuch pernicious materials, to e~

with the name of the oit of vitriol ; and many large bottles are ufed by
" fome bleachers, 1 do not fay by the whole ; but this famous oil is fure:

to extra@ the oils out of the yarn, and burn your cloth. This has ruined
for her own family-ufe, feels the effets of this new method of whiten-

fmall quantities by fkilful hands ;" fo may poifon and brandy to the hye
man body; ‘the operation is-flow, but fure. Bleach with {oap-and afhes.

“your cloth for your own family-ufe, and it will laf double the time

" Upon the whole, every method has been tried to leflen the éhargeé‘ up»‘ | v
on the Linen Manufa&dre, but to no: purpofe. Give the Woollen but

every individual.

of that which is forced with a {pirit that will corrode irop, . . . -

the trial, and the good effects will foon be. felt by the country, and by -

S Lath iy gy

A FTER ferving‘f‘omfel“ves", "I‘a;v‘e‘r,’every yard of fine linen you make
A “is ‘a lofs to the country and the dealers, of ‘at Jeaft four-pence per

yard;




i s,

{ o)

‘ > the more you wrought & oft; and the peoples labour
ards fo the more you wrought the more you loft; an C e abour
3?;;1 :hﬂ?dwri away.yr »Whereis, if your people hiag _I})leen %rqtplo%gd ;nﬁ él;e

] : S e ol , een fome {ix=-
natural manufadture of our country; t-hc‘:rc’w‘o,u ‘have been fome e
pences gained upon every yard that was fent abroad. When I mention
fﬁgcefi tg;l?eli(ril 13}{5: WholeYL};nen trade and dealers to London and foreign -
cranid B : dadis

B ports, at an average: For I have known fome of my friends lofe on their -

1t to London, - ‘ one thilling on each yard;
inens fent to London, and elfewhere, 'Qne.ﬂn g : |
ﬁrelfh’lzi;: %gmeénfew might éet the value, or nigh it; _but, upon,theﬂwhglg
?haﬁ has gone to London and other places, for thefe ten gears ‘pzad ,;{: aaé
ftood the manufacturer 25. 6d. per yard, he never netted 2. 2d. o
| E\?fxi;ge 'rgaont‘l]iat‘the.mor’e“hundr:dsthoufand yards you made qufﬁne
" Linen, to fell abroad as your ftaple, you loft the f.fa.menumbe‘t} o th(?qr:-
' pénICes‘; befides the price of materials paid to foreigners. - Was this a

trade meant to be carried on to employ our poor? Noj it was ftarving -

them, and, as their mafters were lofers by the bufinefs, -'the\y’ could not

afford 1o give wages that they conld five by: =y

 LETTER XmL. |
SRR ; S Leztb, ;Stptemée? I. 1774'

B B ‘i:' : - _‘ bjic my 'fen:tiﬁxcnté,as.té

" HAVE, in my former letters, given ﬂl_e;Pu . e

1, I'i{egre;t {’caplz: of Scotland.  And happy am I to be informed, that
the noblemen and gentlemen, and moft of our people, have joined wit

" me inthinking fo. The time I hope is not far diftant, when the country

fhall make-a figure in trade over all Europe, America, &c. -

" We for certain have the materials; and fure I am we have heads and

- hands to execute, if proper cncoulfagem‘enttjs_ given; fq; I do aver,. }tlalr(:
L us in. g”‘e-heral'; we ha.ve-’-as ‘go‘c')d:‘; gemufe’s, are as qufl;k 11? our.iapprleﬂe; :
fions, and as fteady to our plans as any_~_pe0ple on Earth. . ‘n“;I%I‘o\'ﬁ By
" Let us be-put to the trial upon mate;;al§ thgt are our ov%r - o it
_poflible that the French can underfell the Englith or uslgthme}gi ] :
. ets with Woollen 'goods, when they havczmyovt‘th.e‘ quo\ T\tr 6}? elves, | gf
are ‘dbliged‘;t'o» {muggle it, at agreatexpence and rifque? We have none of

o run. Great Britain can moft undoubtedly underfell them at every -
il:fggtrﬁﬁogrea I know our honeft induftrious neighbours the Englith -

Lo I R t valuable branch in their hands, and made fuch
 have fo long had that valusble branch n their hands, and mace fuch
high profits, that they are not fond of tléwe& ing their prlces"‘én‘ qﬁgkuy

" . - - i —

()

quently do not keep up the fabrick of their goods: The French by this
means have crept into the trade.  But, when all the ifland join to” carry
on the Woollen manufacture to its greateft extent in all its branches, and
fit for every climate and market, and are {atisfied with a moderate profit,
as the returns are moftly quick, we fhall foon be in pofleflion of that in-
valuable bufinefs; and we will be a help to the Englithin place of a hinde-
rance. They arc only weak, narrow, fordid minds, who think every
man that carries on a branch that he is engaged in, hurts his trade; Prac-
tice has opened our eyes, and {hows us that, the more people are em-
ployed in carrying on bufinefs in one {pot, the more buyerscome to your
thop. - And the article. I am treating of cannot be overdone, if the whole
inhabitants of Britain and Ireland were employed in it: There is field for'
them all; ‘and ready fale, if you keep up the character of your' goods,
and be pleafed with a living profit, And thefe goods will bring you
corn, when wanted, wine, oil, iron, hemp, and all neceflary - convenien-

- cies and luxuries of life, and the balance in gold and filver. I
- Befides the many natural advantages we have in_ this br’a‘nch':éf‘ com~
- Ierce, you can employ the poor people, in picking, rowing, and clean~

ing the Wool, when they cannot do any fort of hard labour, And many
thoufands may be able to get daily bread that at prefent areonthe parith,
or in poor-houfes. Ardif we join along with this the making of

our own malt liquors, that will likewife be a means of employing num-

bers of poor labouring men, who are willing to work, but cannot find

employment. This I fee almoft every day. And the ufing fo much Lon=

* don porter has turned many one out of bread, and leflens our revenue

-of excife greatly. ' All this is a real lofs to our country.

Tam, .~
oo Sy IR SR v
o .. Your very humble fervant,
SRR . DLoc¢H.

N I have all along obferved, that this country is moft fit for pat-
ture, and for raifing theep and black cattle. We ‘have fome very fine .

- corn lands; but they bear.a fmall proportion to our high grounds. - The

gentlemen and farmers have improved thefe lands ‘much of late years;
but many have thrown away their labour, by endeavouring to make corn

- grow in a foil where it will never -ripen, and thereby they lofe the ufe

for which nature has defigned it. " Land that lies one. thoufand foot a-

- bove the level of the fea in this country, will {eldom or never bring corn
to perfection  There may be fome particular _dry fpots, that might in

. fome




( 24 )

fome hot feafons bring the corns to fill; but that crop-is never to be de- .

pended on., - T A U g
_I'had almoft forgot to' mention one other article as to the porter. The

drinkers of it muft be fond to pay high duties; for all the malt that the .
London porter is ‘made from, pays juft double the malt tax that our malt

P ol o et Gt

' Fofnuerl)z mentioned in my letters, how ha pily “we ‘are fituated -to
I carry on the fitheries.  And this feafon, I hope will' fhow of how
greatf,,éonfequence they are, They are moft certainly the next great ob-

je&t to our Wooll ; for.they employ, and bringup a hardy brave race of -

- men, always ready to ferve their king and country, and they bring in

real wealth to the nation. Every herring or fith they catch is your own -

_you have no foreign bills to pay for them. On the contrary, after you have

i ~ fed and ferved yourfelves, you fend the fuperplus to foreign marketsa

h “and get goods, or bills, or fpecie in you favours for your fith. Lo
Our W éﬁérﬁ_ Highlands are moft. excellently fituated for -carrying on

this great trade. Nature has fupplied them with fo-many fine inlets from -
" the fea, called lochs, and fine harbours in them, that no imagination could

figure. their fafety, and conveniency, without being on " the fpotand feeing

them. The induftrious people in thefe. parts are doing great things in the
herring-ﬁﬁxihg (which by the Dutch. is called the;.greatiﬁﬂ}mg,f)-‘I‘hg L
Wfiale.ﬁﬂ;i11g, they call the clean, or.fmall, as being a fecondary branchj

and may they have all fuccefs. Anditis to be hoped the iflands ‘of Orkney

and Zetland will extend their fummer fithing, as they have great plenty -

~of herrings, and white-fith on their coalts in the fummer. months ; and

~ itis then and there that the Dutch reap the benefit of their great' fithing. - i
T expe@ we thall foon rival them in this branch of trade. And _oqr}‘vﬁn‘a‘ll';f

| . filhing, as the Hollanders call i, has turned out much. to the benefit of

 the coutitry this feafon.” The cargoes that our nine Greenland Scots fhips

have brought home, ‘will fave and realife to the nation'L. 15,000 Sterl,

. i = e A S i
Sasape L R x R A v s -

L ch’z'z*/:‘,ySep;". 21774 o

T hope the herring fifhing this year will bring in ten times that fumj

(25 )

which, for the good of the country and the honeft induftrious worthy pro-
‘prictors and adventurers, may God in his providence grant, - = 7

D. Locir.

belton, have greatly exerted themfelves in the herring-fithing. AndI'am
well informed, that, this year, they, with the merchants QnClydq‘*a’nd’
places adjacent, will have 220 bufles, or fithing veflels, at fea, from 40 to

P S The gentlemeny me;'éhanté,’:‘ ‘and others, in and about "'"CamP_

- €o tons, on the bounty, given by the government fgr_énéourag;mg faid
-+ trade. And laft feafon they had 190 bufles on'the bounty, and L 1 2,0¢0 Sterl,

well paid. And wifely it'is in parliament to do fo, as it ferves many good
purpofes, and adds to the national ftrength and_'_f_gfety.‘ "D. ‘L.'" g

I HAVE read, with much fatisfaction, thefe letters, in your ufeful paper;

on the improvement of the highlands 'of Seotland, and on the breed

of {heep for bettering the quality 'of the wool. There is no country that
everl wasin, (and 1 have been in many places beyond {eas), that promifes
better than our weft highlands for bringing up and feeding fheep, 1o asto.

produce good wool ; for there the fhow lies, in the ‘féverqﬁ’%vi“rxt_,t—:fs,‘“ but

a few days, from the vicinity of the greaft weftern ocean’; and there ‘are,

‘moft cex'ta‘i‘tilys'excdl;’nt,»me'ep—p"af’mre amongft thofe numerous hills,

- There is one material article which T have not'yet obferved mentioned

" by any of your correipondents, and that is the mauner of Jinearing. The
_Toftnefs, cleannefs, and fine 1efs of the wool depend much upon ‘this opé-
ration. * I am well informed, ‘by a judicious, fenfible farmer, who has had
“thirty years experience in the management of fheep, that moft people ufe
too.much tar, which greatly hardens, burns, and hurts the wool: - He'is
- of opinion; that much lefs fhould be ufed ; and he, at times, ufes none at
all, butfubftitutes in its place the juices of broom and tobacco, boiled with
“frong urine, and mixed with {oft foap. . This makes the theep to ftand
. -the winter, and keeps them clean, and free from fcab, vermin, and moft
of the difeafes they are {ubje@ to. * The: ftems and refufe of tobacco an-
«fwer for the Juice; and, if government would giVe orders to boil, inftead
-.of burn, all the feized tobacco, and let the ftore-farmers have the juice,folti o

S L Ltk September RO
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fell it{t‘o *them{forlﬂbghoof of the poor, it would be a great faving of butter,
which, among other neceflaries, has got up to fo high a price. This me-

thod would greatly leflen the confumption of butter, and the {oft foap is _
" to be had as good, where I now write, as in any place in Europe. The o
other article is well known. = My friend likewife fays, that foft foap ap-

plied to any part that is affeGted ‘with itching or fcab, removes it fooner

-and better than any article you canrub the theep with ; and furely it is
of a much fofter and. kinder nature for: the. wool than tar, and comes’,
cheaper than butter, Indeed from the materials it.is made of, it is moft .

- undoubtedly the beft ingredient that can be applied for fheep. " The a-

_bove mentioned gentleman fays, he never knew the {oft foap to fail, when

rubbed in time on any hard fcaby part of the theep, but it always remo- -

ved the caufe of the complaint, -

Your correfpondent from the banks of Air [p. 304.], figned, 4 Shep-
berd, will pleafe know, that both furze, or whins, and broom from the
feed, is by far the beft-and fofteft way to raife and propagate them. My -
friend recommends the whins as the beft cover and feeding for theep in: ...

* time of a ftorm. (See myletter in Weekly Magazine p. 20.) Thefoil that . o
s moft favourable for them to thrive on, is loamy and dry; the feafon to.

fow is March, . .=~

 The propagating of whins has been ‘much negléctéd in the theep-.
i countries in the fouth of Scotland, where they are mofily wanted. There
~ was a premium given for raifing whins by the Scots parliament, (for they
- are ‘not. a_native. plant; we ‘had them from France.) "I lately heard
~ a nobleman from the county of Fife, whom I have the horiour. to be ac-
juainted with, {ay, that fome of his old tenants have heard their grandfa~
thers tell, that they remembered the time that there was not awhin in

Fife-thire.

o Yoursy &e, o

P.S. As to the finenefs of our wool in this climate, it is.a well-known;
- fa@; thatin all cold countries the great Author of nature has provided a: *
|+ . warm cloathing for the whole brute creation ; andthe colder theclimate, the
~ finer is the pile of the fur. that covers them :—There can be no exception
. astosthe theep in this great order. .Sure I am, that 1 have had, and ma-.
- " ny times feen flockings made from. the' wool of the growth of Zetland: -
!, much finer than any thing of “that fort of manufa@are I ever faw ; and:
fif - the pain that produce the fineft wool, feed in very high grounds,
{1 and confequently ina cold region, -~ T T T

~ the fheep in,

e

wovn o De LocH.
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E Have given my opinion, pretty fully, of ‘the trade and manufalures
that I thought much concerned Scotland. I now take the liberty to’
- point out, what, I think, from “experience, would contribute greatly to

increafe the commerce and wealth of Great Britain,

. 'The fcheme by which Sir Matthew ' Decker propofed to 'rziif_etthék fup=.
ply, in place of the prefent mode, is Tfurely a wife plan, and, if adopted,
would fave fome hundred thoufands to the ‘nation annually, and 'add

30,000 men to the ftate, who are now employed in collé&ing;“furveying',”

- and herding the traders and fmugglers,  His {cheme puts an end to all
fmuggling.” Andas, in'fad; thé land-holders, and people of property, in
" the end; pay almoft-all'the duties of cuftoms and excife, it would be better

for them, on the whole, and much more convenient for the merchant
for by the prefent way of levying the cuftoms, the min that deals to any

extent in foreign trade muft-have a great command of money, otherwife
he canimport little, the duties being often double the prime coft of the

goods abroad. And thefe duties muft be paid before you can fee or tafte

your goods. ~This throws the importer always largely in advance; and™

requires three ftocks to carry on trade, - where one would do, were the

~‘duties taken off; thatis, L. 1000 would carry on as much-as L. 3000 will:
-+ There never was, in my time, a minifter who has paid fo much regard”
and attention to‘the commerce and trade of Great Britain'as the prefent
Lord‘North': He has fhown a. fteadinefs and firmnefs to every thing
- for the good of King and country.  But, at prefent, how far fuch a plan
can take place, 1§ uncertain.’ I know moft branches of ‘the revenue are
appropriated to pay the intereft 'of certain loans, and it muft take time to
get the principals ‘paid. But, with great {ubmiffion to' the wifdom of
~ parliament, I 'think the duties thould be confiderably lowered, particular-"
1y on'French goods, which; at prefent, are ‘next to a prohibition, * The '
long enmity and jealoufy betwixt. the Englith- and French, ‘hasalways

kept them-at-a great diftance from one another in- point of ‘trade; it is
time to remove it: There ‘are ‘1O pe

» people more honeft and eafy in their
dealings in commerce, (the Englifh excepted); I have dealt largely 'with -
them, and have always found them fo. "I have been taken their prifoner
at'{ea ;. they-ufed me with the greateft humanity and hofpitality, - I'had
Ches.c - E e o - the




| (a8 ).

the honour to'correfpond ‘with the great Baron Montefquicu. ~ Asa mer-

chant, his name adds much to the reputation of the profeffion. - He was
‘an honour to mankind. - You may belicve what pleafure 1 had-in dealing

with him: His wines were excellent; and at a moderate ‘price.  If we

‘would open trade with: the French, by reducing the duties on their wines:
-and brandies, I am perfuaded they will meet us half-way, and allow our.
‘manufadures to be imported into France, on-equal terms.  If this were

to take place; it would moft effetually lower the price of corn, and all.
- the neceffaries of life, and afford us good and wholefome {pirits ; for im all

our northern countries fome fpirits are abfolutely neceffary; the more mo-:
- derately ufed the better : But, in our’cold climate, 1 have feen the good

effecs-of  little at a time, both by fea and land. And, as we muft have.

{pirits, is it not'better to get them 'of wholefome quality, and pay them'
with our manufactures, than to diftill two millions of quarters.of our beft

grain, ‘which is the caufe of keeping it always fo-high? and, if good plen=

tiful crops happen, the exporting your corns is of much greater confe~
quence-to the kingdom: than making it into fpirits. [ caneafily fee what
will be objeted ; the revenue of excife and cuftoms will fuffer. I think not;
for, if the duties are low, there will be no {muggling ; the importation of
 wines and brandy would be immenfe.. 'Were it one fourth of what the
French wine duty is at prefent, and one third of what  the brandy excife
is, the revenue would draw double of what it now does, and anfwer-eve=
- vy purpofe for which- thefe duties were laid on. + If thefe meafures were
- to take place, they would extend: our navigation greatly. The Dutch
and Swedes are at prefent thie great carriers of wine, brandy, oil, &ec.
from the fouth of France, viz. from'Cele; “Marleilles,-and other ports to:
-~ the north of France, : Havre de Grace; Dunkirk, and all the portsin the +
- Channel. 1 have myfelf had feveral thips employed in the freight way,
- from and to the ports mentioned, and cleared money on my fhips fo em= .
ployed. But I paid, as all our thips muft, five'livres to the ftate for each
ton the fhip meafured. -If thefe five livres were taken off, ‘as-they cer=

. tainly would, if we had our tariff of trade fettled, the Britith fhips would
-get the whole of thefe freights, and a very great object it is. Thepreference..
{is always given to our fhips overall the Mediterranean ; and fora fenfible

any nation in the world ; ‘and befides, our failors are more-honeft. Tn all

.my pratice, (and I have freighted fome hundreds of fhips,) I never had -
-+ a package broke up; nor a cafk broached or pierced, or any fort of em=

. beiz.lemen‘tlén; my cargoes of goong when: on board our own Britifh vef- :
“{els. Other nations -are  not fo free of this' vice. Our failors are moft
H g;ndoubtgd@y ;thg;inoﬁ v-llone&~heartedr,« -open,: friendly fellows in Eur

and

ope;

R T T

;and defpife a dirty adtion, either at fea o <1m fhli)re.f This trtz-}g:; would in=
A SR who are the great bulwarks of our nation. o
creafe their number, who are the great bulwe ¥ pation,
prefe ave emj care: on every branch of com

¢ brefent, we have employed in carrying on me
' ?Sepiei?l vfc’)r proteckion, about “ two’ hundred. ‘and thirty thoxafmd 11ea’ B
Irxxi:n ~?*‘Poﬁlet11vs}diit {ays, the coafting ,a‘nd'forgxgn trade tQ.~LfQ;1T(;lr; iﬁ;:e:n ‘
erxipibys “100,000. 1 fuppofe them to be only 75,000. A€ navy -

25,000, Al the reft of coafling and forcign trade, in the whole of the: .

. ; L ; . Tar Q¥ rmi_;
2 its of Great Britain and Ireland, 130,000, Thefe ngmbirs ?lfhf;?non
Nable, and the mote fo, ‘as you can foon have a_good part of -them on.

 extenfive; enabled this nation, now fo happily connected, ang unani=.
{5 extenfive; enabled this nation, nov h connedted, and u |
fgou@in‘ \t‘ne,ir opetations, to-equip a ﬂeet:m*prur mor_xtgihs.,t_1 {;zlgzir'::)} ;va;f};a;w
1 ) g R . iyt rears. | o You» 1 nat 1o w e.a
rance and Spain. could do-1n two years. Do think th Lwile2:
;Iz;tioﬁ‘ as FY§H¢C will chufe to* quarrel with you at. thefe times! ‘they

know too-well the difference now, tO?Whatgit was. {‘{an?fgmrsﬁiéégiﬁ;i?
e ad 4] the truth-of it They muit'conhider, iow many:
ar convinced them of vthe;t.ﬂl 1 _ . o o

| 'grav'e hardy failors, and foldiers, come from.‘thls;country,‘_'go‘ﬁghtﬂ, con

e S R the Enolith, infte f being, as formerly,
S e with their brethren the Englifh, ‘}n{,’ceado being, as for o
E)uffl;;ru?l?nr;nd'f'impoli,t’icz as to-take fide w1}tlh ;tg?ﬁ_French,; :utpfél ;3(1 (1)126
e o ooi o0 Bnoland:. This makes a mighty difference in, the balance. .
C?:;'?rs g -?%xl:cll{)&%ggea;e {hall never be on other terms with ,.the{'vEng.hﬂ;

(x)ié‘t‘io‘n:than we are at prefent, and were . all laft war. In this {ituation,.

. e mini of folittle penetration, but muft
- no power in Europe can have minifters of folittle pe s

fee the confequence of making war W“th-gll)ralve daﬁd L:lpr;tfg tllfén(;o’c‘lzﬁ .
o  frace o that G - Britain and:Ireland occupy in.the occans:
3all as thedpace is that Great Britain and irela OFC S

3:::wé ‘have t}ere"e “fea ports to one, more than all France and Spain put

 together. This is our great nurfery for feamen... =

“Laft war; you had one hundred thoufand men on bo‘a}jd his Mfgeﬁ}’,s»
fleet and privateers, with the King’s commiffion, to cruife, again't your

‘enemies. At that very time you had 8000 merchant fhips carrying on
“ant in every quarter of the globe. What muft foreigners ;hxtnllzeogvt;;? '
’ ‘ ich: {ive commerce, - and. ta oLy
_nation, ‘that could carry on fuch Aexte‘nﬁv.c Cfoh ce, afd wake cvery
'plhce they attempted, and deflroy every fleet of the enemy they met. it

‘- the trade of: Great Britain and Ireland, who rode in fafety, and triumph~

Wil they be rafh in making war with that nation? -

or obiection Wi s as to. }‘ie--rutﬁ}frbm,our‘

"1 can forefee another objection will be flated, as to. the rum |
' l.I :;gofti)g ea(;d'Weﬁ-India iflands. Why not let their rum bc;xmpo#tfedat
Efzr;dyf_dut,y, or a trifle under, though they deferve but little favour from

the mother-country ? they are difobedient children. One: thing, I well

know, - that, if they can get goods at St.Euftatia, Surinam, or any. of the

. s O , or.a trifle lower, they will
«fre‘,e;parta_;n:.-che‘w,éﬁvlvﬂdles.f :?}fl,f"l“‘..;l;ter?ns’v 0! R O never

SR




i | to-what I have formerly publifhed, which has met with their regard and
* approbation in-adopting my plan. I hope to fee it carried to 1‘ th‘fé'1 utmoft
ey TN s " extent, for ‘eood of ou . I have been much ob iged to fe-
TR Sl st s ures, and find ‘a market for them, F extent, for the good of our country: I have | | ed to
| va‘»’éé??én?eii ;% thefo Sv?oillg:}ﬁg?gﬁ?&? : ‘riii?ﬂé‘p?i"min-g%thi?; : - Yerals for ufeful hints ; and here I give you a opy of a letter I had a
wouFd 'bring_gx'eat'advantages,r ‘and would humble the pride and haugh- e fc;'wvgia‘ysl agg*frpm avery. f_enﬁb‘le‘,{m‘t;f\:%lxge?t gent eman N
tinefs of the infolent Américans, ‘who, I have:no d_f)ubt-',"’»wauld'hvave: o R
~ thrown themfelves into the hands of any power in Eutope, if tvhg)fic_:ouldj‘ CwSIR,
have found one fo rafh as themfelves. But, as I have before faid, the . o« Asto the fimbers of fhee
- Princes of Europe afe'tOO"Wife to cm-bgrk in fuch Don lexq_te iff.'chenlles? o 4 termine, but am certain, if th
afgthey fhi‘gei‘.fo?neﬂ_yfddf’i:;Zgi;ggsf?é{%?:ﬁt?él%ztgﬁk }«Ir;%fé:lag(}i,é;zté o B the }'Southe:rn' andEaﬁeln cou‘ritr-ies,,,, they muft bei\cqxl_ﬁdcrably'ﬂ\i‘ncr'gafc‘d .
o ‘»y-"'];;ef?u' s eapr(_)}?ilil the ungrateful Portuguefe, both nations would : © o general; for, in fome parts of the Weftern CO‘*‘?“‘!,?»Sr“h”‘?“g?? which I
‘ “Wltzﬁ"t'b?mix _aSbW‘e‘ 0“1 2 coul dg*kee this "‘bal';a‘n‘cé\ of Eur\op'efi'n‘ e - b S havs‘-‘_»zfrﬁquém‘ly paffeqvvlth;m:thefe ten-years,”-there are very. Fonﬁq,erable
Hands ; ind, fore 1 s e auld vin‘c‘rgafefo'uf'weanh;taﬁd"ﬂrjength, arid G, AT grownd now occupied by fheep, where none were formerly ; and
health’more ,bY this than all theConunent con rj_e‘éi‘giox;sfvy\;?ﬂlla ?e Ti?@ - | f i' i,zlrli;f?rea:;feég;téﬁrkét ; and that the plan of feeding, and'rearing fheep in
are gr e?iily ,«l:(}i,;z;)ngfe;d, a-gd that rlY‘eetii‘ gégg:ﬁy hfiri%ggé thlﬁiéo Etngt e §  thofe parts anfwers fo well, that two of thofe ftoremafters have - already
‘nation {hould. be: orgotten;-as’'w JLcotiand have done -t = . ‘ : , Rt

: Aiiie artily defpife the illiberal, indecent refletions thoamm e ~ purchafed the property of what they a few years ago only rented; which
+ lifh 5 and we heartily defpife the illiberal, indecent refleCtions thrown ou Auccefs has induced others to extend the plan over large tracs of hills,

L %ga“llglour cotuntry by t:‘efdlfipliﬁi;ﬁd lgzgigf’uzv i}ttg i?* nge%ﬁrzﬁatggs R | . that contributed little towards rearing of bl-ackca‘ttle,? formerly their only
nglith; ninety-nine out-of a ht ) N us:as their brethren, : e e AR R R Aty i

never take ours. © And this countty fhould take meafures for their own
prefervation, to keep our provifions and neceflaries of life, at moderate

p bred annually in Scotland, T cannot de-
ere be no diminution of ‘their numbers in

~ would rifque their lives and fortunes for us, ‘as we have done for them; R ﬂo‘c‘kNow Fihis feheme fuceceds i;’ai
‘ f.‘atidvv‘e{Will‘be always ready to do fo, on every oqca,ﬁ‘qn,‘, Wheg lcalle'd fq;f S éfﬁfwef iﬁ",evm- _ laée ‘ Héfféﬁy'ed ‘6 fe ht
by King and: Parliament. We- love. frecdom and liberty, and enjoyic ~ § . many huodredy of fquane miles in the
" more than thefe flaming diffatisfied patriots, whole -great aim ‘is to get SR e ua{l ‘capable of th(}s tranfmutation,
_«,“'i‘ﬁfd”pléces« and power, . and then we thould be under fine management ; v iamt};d v%r)itih ~W00] b A .
' " but. We haVé, one old’ faying in this country, 1»[7&#&3?'.’.@ﬁ¢ep‘\jgp_'ell‘vq.t :makg _ BT ed-with 5 to fay
el e B T T B

l advantages, -of which there are.
weft and north parts of - Scotland

: , any thing of the quality of what is produced :
*in the above diftrict I fhall fay nothing

T s , N I Lrict hal th of thats butan eafy inquiry will
W i,t‘ho‘ut'arliY;,¢.0mP1i1nén€~t6 thé.fpi'efent Inlnlpcl‘y , they have attended | alcertain it but can fay, that, if itim

afee but ca that, prove: as:much as the theep have.
more to the affairs of the nation, ‘and” done more. good than any: before: - i - mended the pafture on the hills they feed upon, it ‘muft foon be excel-

PR earsaft . lent; for, from being covered with dry {aplefs heath, ~they ‘are convert=
them -fQ"~t33€fe;f"?4n7_j¥€“?‘°’, pa TR T IE SR TR I D Locm - - . ed into a beautiful verdure, r
T e T T R R e b -~ they can be diftinguifhed from thofe that are not under ftheep, ' .

“As to the quality of fome of the wool bred-orif:t(hq weft coaft c‘)'fa_,Scot:- |

land, I can, with certainty, fay, that it equals that - of Spain ; for, by a
co’mparati‘vc.tr_i‘al,' I made fome time ago, by bringing fome of it from
- theep killed for my own ufe, I carried it to Archibald Smart, at Mauflel-
| 7 “burgh, who compared it with his Spanith wool, and faid it was equal, if
b e S A I BN Rt 0 R B . , not {uperior, to any he had feen from Spain ; and begged me to procure
BE A ereoni LB gt e TR ' - 2 quantity of it for him ; But his death, which happened foon after, put
| Ca'nndt'c&ncludéf'my letters, ‘without thanking thc}"’np@lemen“aqd gen- s anendto tb_ejkah?xlf«_ R L e e e S

. I tlemen, and the publick in general, for the reception they have: given

Cp . LE T T ER XVIL

Lh’t’b: 0670567‘5.1 774 i

. R RS UL RS T UL How- .
to

2 e

{ome of thofe theep farms, 4000 lambg haV¢ibé€n:, qn .-

particular diftrit, it will certainly

AsI am not . fufficiently ac-

obvious at - feveral miles diftance ;. fo ,t_hat-‘.\,




I wmanufa&ured here, -and much admired by the manufalurer for 1ts foft-. e

" .vanced price. .

(32')

. However, thoughI did not brng wool I brought worfted whxch was -

. mefs and ﬁrength, who beggﬁd to ha\?e fome of el

y wool 'eqi ‘alﬂ

i NOW, as we have {heep 7 f :
i t ort e




