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Popular movements in Cérdoba and the establishment
of a patrician city during the early eleventh century

Fukuzo AMABE

Summary

It is well-known that Cérdoba, at its apogee of prosperity at the beginning of the elev-
enth century as the capital of the centralized Umayyad state of al-Andalus, suddenly
fell into a long civil war, waged between the middle and lower orders of citizens on
one hand and the Berber mercenaries, recently invited there by the all-powerful
vizier (hajib) al-Mansiir, on the other. The coup d’état was initially launched by the
Umayyad family, their traditional henchmen (mawali) and the Cordoban patricians,
pitted against the dictator ‘Abdurrahman (Shanjil), son of al-Mansiir, who was
regarded as illegally wielding power at the expense of the legitimate caliph Hisham II
and even attempting to usurp the throne from him. They clandestinely chose a young
and seemingly competent Umayyad prince al-Mahdi as caliph and massively mobi-
lized a large number of the Cordoban populace (‘@mma) of the madina (encircled
old city) and its western environs, al-Gharbiya, many of whom were enlisted as regu-
lar soldiers after the successful coup d’état.

This is only the beginning of their (‘G@mma’s) long struggle against the Berber
mercenaries (each clan was settled in an environ of Cérdoba), for the populace,
awakened to their own latent force, were determined to eliminate foreign “barbar-
ians,” who had been the mainstay of the ‘Amirids (al-Mansir’s family) alongside with
European slaves, Saqaliba, including many eunuchs. Although they succeeded in
expelling Berbers out of Cérdoba, they were soon defeated outside the city by the

Berbers and their new Christian allies, the Castillans. This is the beginning of Berber
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supremacy with a nominal Umayyad caliph (al-Musta‘in) at their titular head.

Atfter this crushing defeat, the ‘@mma somewhat lost their spirits, as is testified by
the fact that they largely kept aloof from the battle waged between the Berbers on one
hand and al-Mahdi and his allies, the Muslim frontier army and the Christian knights
of Barcelona, on the other. After the battle resulting in the victory for al-Mahdi, he dis-
patched the frontier and Barcelona cavalrymen, but not Cordoban ‘@mma, in pursuit
of the Berbers. It is true that the ‘@mma took posts in the defense of the ditch and wall
freshly built encircling the outer suburbs (arbad) of Cérdoba against the expected
siege by the Berbers, who had decisively defeated the pursuers and began occupying
various cities of southern al-Andalus to settle there permanently (e. g., the Sanhaja in
Granada and the Ifran in Ronda) : their fighting activities were considerably dull dur-
ing the three-year siege. In this phase it seems that the Cordoban patricians including
the Umayyad mawali regained the leadership at the expense of the ‘@mma, reinstating
Hisham II as caliph. With the patricians” surrender of the city, the Berber supremacy
was reestablished with al-Musta ‘in as titular caliph.

The area under their rule, however, was confined to southern al-Andalus (present-
day Andalucia and Portuguese Algarve and Baixo Alentejo) ; the frontier regions
(thughir) became virtually independent under their traditional patricians or local
military leaders, and al-Sharq (the regions of Tortosa, Valencia, Denia, Murcia and
Almeria) fell into the hands of ‘Amirid Sagaliba rulers. It seems that both the patri-
cians and ‘@mma of Cérdoba cautiously accepted the conciliatory rule of Moroccan
Hammidid caliphs, who, commanding part of the Moroccan Zanata Berbers, had sup-
planted the very unpopular al-Musta ‘in. Nevertheless, even the Hammidid caliphs
failed to win loyalty from frontier Andalusi Muslims and Sharqi Saqaliba ; besides
Hammiidid princes soon began quarreling among themselves, vying for the caliphate.
As the result of this long-term conflict the Cordoban government lost more and more
territory and finally became confined to Cérdoba and its immediate environs.

After the ‘@mma of Cordoba and Sevilla succeeded in expelling the Hammiidids and
their Berber soldiers from their cities, the patricians of both cities established their
domination. In contrast with Sevilla, in which patricians continued their domination up
until the ‘Abbadids succeeded in imposing their tyranny (illegal monarchy) at the
expense of other patricians, during the long rule of al-Mu ‘tadid, Cordoban patricians
had to produce Umayyad nominal caliphs in order to retain their rule’s legitimacy and

contain resurgent ‘@mma activities. It sometimes resulted in the caliphs’ alliance with
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or reliance upon the ‘@mma against the patricians’ attempt at their domination : on
such occasions the property of patricians were confiscated and many ‘@mma were
recruited as bodyguards and even councillors and bureaucrats. As the result, twice for
a short time (one or two years, each) Cérdoba nearly became a plebeian city in
which the people of middle and lower origin became influential in the decision-mak-
ing.

However, normally the patricians successfully imposed their domination, and finally
launched a coup d’état in which they deposed Hisham III, who had been allied with
the ‘@mma, and decided not to install a new Umayyad caliph. In this way Cérdoba
became a typical patrician city with patrician councillors as wazirs at its head, though
they continued to find it difficult to legitimate their domination. (All patrician and ple-
beian independent cities including tyrannies were illegimate forms of domination, not
traditional or charismatic.) Nevertheless, the conflict between patricians and @mma
continued ; as a result the patricians called in al-Mu ‘tamid of Sevilla, son of al-Mu-
‘tadid, who had been incorporating other Andalusi patrician cities and Berber-domi-
nated cities, to surrender Cérdoba to him lest the city should be lost to them for the
‘amma.

Damascus also had temporarily become patrician and plebeian cities provided with
militiamen of middle and lower origin, called ahdath, in opposition to “illegitimate”
Fatimid caliphs and their Berber (Kutdma) mercenaries. Popular mevements contin-
ued to be rife in Baghdad also, since the ‘ayyars (militias of lower origin) had tena-
ciously resisted Central Asian (so-called Turkish) warriors in defense of their legiti-
mate caliph. The populace of Baghdad never seized power at the expense of these
soldiers and technocrat-bureaucrats ; nevertheless they continued to openly make
their demands (for examples, moral economy, retention of traditional belief and way
of life, defense of the ‘Abbasid caliphate against the Christian Byzantines and Iranian
“dualists”). In conclusion, the popular mevements of Cérdoba had much in common
with those of not only Damascus and Baghdad, but west European, especially north-
ern Italian autonomous (really independent) cities of the twelfth to fourteenth centu-

ries.
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Tarafa DB AZ ST ENTE LD o7 TANA nas i3 T OFREITH S LI L 72
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Z Sancho Garcés 2 HDFIZH72D, ¥+~ Y2 —) Shanjil (/N> F 3 Sanchol) & FES
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Nuwayri 414)



FRGREE R ACARFmE F122%
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COFIZFZFNICEEDLW] LA, INYI FRIBEFHOBEEEHRLT, 7
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MARTHOX L ZEEY, ZhE 0L THOD, BEZED, T - A AVOREICH
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56-8)

RT7FA —IIKBEHORY], F—b DAL LEIMHEN—YT (M) LIFIEh
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Dalfa’ & F25\72) & 5L, TNEBETLIEWEZBEL, ¥V 7 7 —%BRL, &
DHNGVIEEDDPDLOWEETENF 5Tz o SRS N A AOYNEAFY Ny

Gk b UTHRAEE aman %R DTzo ANy < RHEHG TE WD o 55E % 3%
PRSTRTHERIRL 20 2 BICT TR VT v v N— LA —b Sk L,
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KT LI L7 PNELFFLARREIF -T2 L, KEOZIEDL, BEPW
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BHEMTIESNZ, (FF—270ftdk) (‘Idhari 61)

P (774 =) F2 AN M EiBERER) 0b Lo TRFZ L LAE
WCREHT 5 X9 ICA U7ee R, AL EOILIFIRER, SOICERAGMAL T, 4%
KRB ENZVEP LW THWT, B85 2 5 o7 REMI bawadi X503
Woatraf DFEF THNUNES 720 PIUTEMICRKOREEZ R NT, F—vIDHELLH
L) X )@ Lrze oo Y v Va— Ve 720, BIHAAHUIEROREED Eh s
fiidh, TV INADOWAOHB PO REE D > TALDEIHF L. 2NV P
BERl, AERD, WE, BIEVRAZ L ZEOREEIEHGL, PhozRnT, 777
A+ AF—7 4 7 Fahs al-Suradiq (ALPERBHL O LK H) (S L 72 (Nuwayri 413-4)

CORTTA—IETIVENTEBMELIHEL72dL, evy—2ax L, PNIEAT
LRFE LIz, T5HE, 7= —RH khawass DI ¥ v — A0 00, <A Y
R—HEHHFE L7720 $TII 7714 =13, BREK amma RHERJHixD N 4 atraf al-nas 7>
5% 5 IEBE jund ZRFR L, PNOEED, T—INVROLGE (FH—1) ) 2R
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B (#FERE udaba’ D—N) BHBELIERLEBEOHR T o LD BRW LRI LIE, K
WBHOENSKBEADEFETIZ, $ATIRMOIEDLHIZ, TN ENPERE R,
P IPPIEIN, AT, B —ADBEMEN, BRTICh-7228dkw
DNV ERAY ZIHIL, 7= IVKEWFBER, v~ A YHEIEIEL, HESh
72RO 7 B EAHRERD LB EICE > THD Y, KDL KEPEFEL THNS &
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— L RBICHBHM 2 TcEINTBY (& I Idhari 74-5), ®AMIEL TR
ANZERHL, X774 —HYDPIDL) R THRELZH L TV 2rOMEE 52 Twb, L
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J& - BLRBOIBENHHRL, NTF—=FOT A X =) EidE-> T, KRG ORELHE
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FU—=FTHICHE L2V Y vV a—id, RELICERIEEZFRWCTIVENIIREA) L L,
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— VIR THEHEOHLTHY, IRAYREZO-RICHENIT 2L RFEDDH 5,
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AREWICEEREHE R L2 LB w3,

W DRERIL, ¥ v ¥ a— VAT ROAN & B2 /NGl L7z 2 &, XD
b, TN IENORRVKEZR %) > TERBICSML2ZLIZH B ERTI v, XV
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NIV &, TV AR E OISR, HO72b oW E & REFTTRO T
HEHLHRETERVEREL, 778y vy 9 7<v—Vv2HRICHEEL, #HEEXZTRVE

WKL E—HLA] £HDHIHIT, TNV EAREOEFZ D72 L TOHBITH A9,
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FAN2SBH L, REABREERIBLTT 9 7R XNV RV OREND D, SRR
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WARVERZHERL, FOPKELE L TOEDODEFHLELE) EE X272 THAHH. (Idhar
76)

CHUER LI L 72075, HOOFEINCHED 72N FNRETH S, 1 7)) —F—%
DBERETF—7 125N, [2NSIXBDREE khadam EWED H O RO H 2 LR
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BRIV ANV Z PR L2238 HNE, N7 — FORRI IR T V7 5 O % 8 &,
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774 —DOFEE BIEICL72E w9, (1dhari 85, 87)
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PR L Y, RBECREL, HS 77 7A - AF5—74 72T, EEELE Zh
IZHBE L 72 R Z RS - 728 IS E L7z 2N OfREE ORI, EEOA T —A
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