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CoMMITTEES of the different Borovcns affociated for -

~the purpofe of Rerorm, or extracted from their

R R T

R

- CorrESPONDENCE ' with the CommrrreE of Drrg- -

. GATES, - ..

SLENSIES.

N H E Committee appointed by the Convention of Delegates

: I from the Burgefles of the Royal Boroughs of Scatland, af-

- =% {ociated for the purpofe : of Reform, wrote - letter to

the Committees of -the different Boroughs on

defiring an authentic Copy "of -the Set or Conflitution of their refpec- - .

- tive Boroughs, and alfo making the following requifitior ; - ¢ If there -
¢ are ufages different from the Sets, and of a pernicious tendency,
¢ thefe muft be inftructed by parole ‘evidence, or other competent
¢ proof, in ‘parliament, . Upon this fubject we with you could furnifh
* us with a fhort hiflorical account of the government of your bo-

roughs, for, five, ten, or fifteen years back, defcribing the-mode of -

- ¢ adminiftration

wrote a circular letter to
‘the 4th of May 1785,
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(2)
“ adminiftration adopted during fuch periods, -and ﬂlowmg alfo how
¢ far the counfellors and magiftrates were or were not conneéed with

“ the refpe@ive boroughs, by trade, refidence, property, or other-
~ * wife. This, we are well aflured, would throw additional light on

¢ the abufes of the prefent . {yﬂems, and greatly tend fo facilitate their
Thefe fyftems, we are thoroughly con-

“ downfal in parliament.
"4 vinced, ftand oppofed on every fide to the attacks of fair reafoning,

*"Added to this, a fhort hiftory - of their practical and grofs abufes

¢ could not fail to haften their ruin, Evils merely theoretical may be

¢ overlooked or dlﬁegarded by many. But fyftems,” whofe inherent:
¢ vices, and permcxous effets, have been afcertained by ‘the invincible -

¢ teftimony of experience, which makes always a deep ‘and lafting

¢ impreffion, cannot efcape the attention, or avoid the corretion of

“ the legiflature, We are, therefore, of opinion, that a hiftorical {ketch
¢ of the government of your boroughs for feveral years would be ma~-
¢ terially ufeful when the Reform is agitated in parliament.” This in-

¢ formation we entreat you .will tranfmit to.us without delay, fo as-

¢ we may reduce it into proper form before the meeting of next Con-

¢ vention. In the next place, we muft take the liberty to remind.
you, that we formerly requefted a ftatement of the amount of the
revenues of your different boroughs, and any neutral boroughs near-
yOn.. In defcribing in parliament the bad effeCts of the perpetual:

¢ government of felf-eleted adminiftrators of the affairs of boroughq ‘

e need not tell you how ‘much force may be added to'the’ defcup-'

"‘tlon by fhowing the .amount of the revenues under the manage-

ment ‘of fiich admm}ﬁrators ;: we muft therefore agam requeﬁ you: B
"wil lofe no time. in. furmfhmg us with as accurate a ftatement as you.
¢ cant'of the total amouat of the revenues of your dlﬁerent borOUghs,.,

¢ and any neutral boroughs in your neighbourhood.” .7 -

In. confeqamce of this ;Ltter, the followmg papels have been. tranf-

mitted, which it s judged e*rpedzent to- lay before the publicin® thexr:

Ollgln'\} form. Fhe)v‘are written by pelrons who aé’zua”y feltthe par‘-

ticular: guevaqce‘z of Whlch they complain.. {f .not always: the’ moﬂ::

elegant, they will ‘at leaﬂ be found to contain the moft. hvely and-au-

‘thentic - reprefemanon that could " be given, of the enormous abufes-
“which at. prefent prevaal in. rhe admmtﬁra}xon and governmentsof ho-- -

Inghua TS S URE PR SN SRS LR B

"""'erVERNEss

Extmc‘i‘ of a Lctter fram tbe Cammzftee of [nwrmﬁ 13!/3 Oc‘i’aber ;
i 1785 o

p1<f».\‘.'

“ixmo, "The number of fouls in the town of Invernefs are computed
at 8ooo, and the ‘number of burgeﬂ'es and refpeQable inhabitants may
be about 400 ;- the remaining - male inhabitants bemg _]ourneymen,
apprentlces, labourers, or. dependents. ERE »

“2do, The town-council of this place is compofcd of 31 members,
whereof they only’ change § annually, and thefe are brought in ‘the-
fucceeding year, if their condué on former occafions merited the : ap-
probation of the party in ‘power ;.and, if that is not the cafe, any

_ perfon- aéting contrary to the ideas of the leading magiftrate and his-

party, are turned off the' council, ‘never more to be on the leet ; and-
thus it happens that the maglﬂrates of Invernefs continue to eled their

fucceﬂ'ms, and muft do fo forever, 1f an alteratxon of the prefent {y-.

ﬁcm is not obtained.. . .
- 3ti0, The revenues of the town of Invernefs, dxlapldate away with-
“in the laft century, by the different leading ‘magiftrates, in favours of '

themfelves and their adherents, for trifling feu-duties, not exceedmg
L. 20 per anunim, now yield above L. 3000 Sterhng - The . revenue of -
the town is at prefent L. §oo0 Sterling a year, or thereby ; a great
part of which is expended in entertainments and . penﬁons to the-

friends and adherents of .the leader, Within the laft three years, Pxo--

voft: theas M¢Intofh, under whofe managemem, and that of his pre-
deceflor’s friends and c.ependents the borough has been for above 30-
years, gr’mted a charter, in his’ own deOllT'S, of the lunds of Drumdl—
van and Aulma{keach lymg contiguous to the town, for an mmual
ﬁ’uwduty of L. 1 : 100 Sterling per annum, “wwhen tbe/brmer rent af
it was L. 12 Ster/mg, and wauld bave yze/ded’ to the communly “double -

- that fum from.a good tenam‘ upon a ﬂoxt /c(ye, wzz/oout an_y o.zzla)' Jor.

zmprowement.
-4t0, The manner of eh é’cmg the’ town-councxl of tlns p]aee s mof’c

, abfurd and ridiculous. ' On the Sa(urday prevloue to_the ele&ion, z‘be

provofl, four bailies,. dean-of-guild, and treafuref, meet and determine.-

unanimoufly for the perfons to be brought onand. to be turned off the

- council. “The fame perfons meet on the Monday thereafter; when they
.agree in the fame manner. as to the perfons to be chofen magiftrates -

the next day The dean-of gulld is ele&ed by the tov» n~counc1) and.
. - ‘ he
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*he names his own council, confifting of fix members, who are always
previoufly approven of by the town-council,'though ‘there is no autho-
rity for this practice by the fet of the borough ; and, by thefe means,
the.members of the guildry corporation have no vote 'in -the appoint-
ment of the perfons who difpofe of ' their funds at ‘pleafure’; -nor are
they ever called upon but to pay their quarter-dues. In this ftate, the

 from four families, (which indeed was the cafe laft year), and the
g;lrﬁ {?fdeffﬁéﬁ =és"ﬁ1£1éh”c6hne&éd; ‘with' thefe as_poffible. . T'hu‘s,i a
few families have fhared among them the whole emoluments .of “the o
borough, Unfortunately for. this ' place, thefe ruling junto’s have at i
no time difcovered either genius ‘or inclination for manufattures or
“bufinefs of any kind ; nay, it has been imagined that they havelooked

" PR Ly )
o el AT IR

magiftracy of this place is an hereditary - matter, ‘tranfmitted by one with a jealous eye at any perfon }1}{91};@9 dﬁ‘mlc:?d ltrlllat Elgéwsg;’ggzgggf )
man, in favour of his neareft conne@ion, or adopted friend, . . .. rather to prefide over a poor depopulatec El"?xce’ Soverty and dépopu- b
" sto, The inhabitants of -this place “have much reafon to complain fons of a fecond rank in an opulent c“}.’l‘) d‘t{:"}t)he ihf}ir nificance and- i
of the exactions by their town-clerk. ' A .gentleman conneded Wwith - ( lation of  this place is chiefly to be attril }llte, to Hhe infignincance ‘

 the perfons in ‘power, refident at Edinburgh, -is appointed town-clerk, perverfe humour of the leaders of counell, o i e
who_ appoints a depute 5 :and thefe gentlemen have doubled their fees : That this council hath at-no time }Flteg‘eé? . ;r their manacement. 3
in every “matter conneéted with their office within thé laft five years : - - burgefes, will beft appear by inquiring a l]t ¢ into tt agementy . 4

~ And'it often 'happehs‘that'neithce_r_ they, nor any fervant of their’s, can which we fhall thortly do in, a few part';cg ilt;s. charter was“{:‘rgé and i
be found in town to condu& any part of the bufinefs ; fo that the in- _The town-common, as pointed out "'Y‘d be 'thl; é;"o':xh*ri"to the com- 3
habitants pay for two clerks, when in fa@ they have none, . . . valuable, and, in the plaineft terms,  arped the Topreme direétion. 1
- ‘Our neighbouring little’ borough, Fortrofe, are much in the {pirit - munity. . However, the council have ufurped the fupreme dire i
of Reform, and wifh to declare their fentiments ;

but are moftly poor Théy.have fold and feued it out, in’the moft private manner, to fa-

people,” and can get no perfon to head them. By their loff Michasl-

Y
SR . P TR ’__ B
vourites, in dire& oppofition to law, and the .mdm?}ﬂﬂ: of ﬂ;e db”g- ~ A
. . . . , «ge N s Ceartile and ve yle lai that encircled the -
mas election, they are left with only one counfellor, and one bailie, " refi- gefles, The extenﬁvﬁ, fertile, an;i Vaﬁlk_‘tabi?mlgsnggidw the prefent vae ;‘i
dent in the borough.  One of their bailies is provoff of, and refides in borough, are now alienated at a feu Alty fimes | fuch ufe to the bur-
-Dingwall, being feven miles diftant, L PR lue.  'The privilege of the common, formerly of fuch ufe lation. each i
=t ° e ’ P -gefles, is not now worth claiming. By a very ancient regulation, each |
/ o SR burgefs is allowed to fend three cows 'to the moor: A c‘gw,’__pzrpple‘rly

L A N A R K fed, is in this place a'treafure. The medium value of a cow is calcu~-

lated “at L. 6 Sterling annually. Thc town-common was, without

SRS ST

In obedience to your’s of the
2 y

4th ult, we fubmit to your conﬁdera—

: oubt, fufficiently plentiful to feed the cattle allowed to cach burgefs.
doubt, fufficiently _ple’nuﬁsll_t_(? feed tht? cattle allowed to each | i

 tion a few fadks, which. will ferve for the hiftorical fketch you wanted The moft early and moft fertile lands in the ‘?C‘gh‘?‘?“”h?o_d .‘.’e"?“f‘?‘f’_d i
of the grievances.we are fubjeted to in confequence of pur brn s ROt e
o citn el i st s 0
~ Although the council muft confit of nine’: merchants, éﬁd;‘:ci'gh't “office of town¥11'§::d, when Jthq,dues’f?? 'gﬁchcquga:off %il;ﬁ'as"rsrltir- 3? |
tradefmen, yet the management of it has been affumed by a very fmaly Scots, Thefe dues have been ‘gr'ad ‘uaé.ﬁia ;r@nce&r ¢ 2 herd Tl%ns is an i

" number. It often happens that nine of thefe feventeen join together, ling ; and, even at that price, it ‘.fs’:’hl.-f:u-t-;otgz cattle fent at prefent @

do all the bufinefs, and hold the other eight as mere cyphers, Again, - evidence that there is not one-fourth part of the

five of thofe nine over-rulé the remaining fous, and hold th
contempt,  Thus, thefe wheels within wheels are  reduc
limited circumference, the firft movement and chief dire@ion of which
has at times continued long in one family, ‘being tranfmitted from fa-
ther to fon, as if by hereditary right. "..To ‘make it eafy to retdin the
_power in'a few hands, every art has been ufed to’ get men into office
whofc views and intereft are the fame, and who will-not foon become
jealous of one.another, * The ning merchants have “often been chofen
o S o T T - from

em in equal
ed to a very

. '

i

fpragiy merly to go ; andeven this fmall number is half ftarved. there
fed formerly to go ; and even 'ﬁb‘s‘@“,au number 18 hal: tarved, then
gé?é; only left a tiling part in comparifon of what it originally was.

We fhall give you a fingle fpecimen of the council’s firange manage~

ment ot the public common, which will enable you to judge of the

whole. - A veteran commander of a gallant i;arty cof thisﬁf.‘%’f'é!?@i“&
fociety entered into tack with the council, about thirty years fince, for

a pofleflion in the public common, which he accordingly occipied till -

 within thefe nine of ' ten years, When finding it ‘dn unprofitable bai-

- gain,

\
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“defpifed by this junto.

“deep fecret.”

¢ 6)

gain, he began to with it off his hand. He communicated his {cheme "

to a few of his moft trufty friends, ' who promifed to ftand by him 'up- -
- on this immergency, as they had done on many others.”” The council

being then'called, it was reprefented to them, that a part of the com=
mon being barren, and unfit for pafture, behoved to be planted with
firs ; but this could not be done to advantage till the above tack thould
be bought up. The council, being under diretion, agreed to the plan,
and ordered. twenty years rent of the tack to be returned, as an equi-
valent, to the pofleflor, for giving up his bargain. =~ =~ =+ "

Thus, this pra&ifed leader was handfomely rewatded for giving up
his very unprofitable bargain; after which, he admonithed the coun-" *
cil that a great many firs were already planted, and he thought more
unneceffary. ~ They agreed again ; and the poffeflion remains to this:

day in the ftate of nature.

~ Another thing the inhabitants loudly complain of. At the laft two =
fets of the public mila, the articles were conceived by the junto of =
council fo as to imply a total prohibition of a fair roup, and had the ef-’
fect intended of debarring all, except the then poffeffor, who,” howe-
ver great a favourite, in no degree enjoyed the efteem or confidence of

the thirl, whofe fentiments of the man were well known, yet utterly -

heavy, yet, by the arbitrary manner it is laid upon the inhabitants, it’
becomes to them exceedingly galling. The ruling junto 'in council
appoint a few of their number as flent-mafters, Thefe men, with
little regard to the extent of pofleflion, or rental, affefs the inhabitants
at random ; and, however unequal this may be,a complaint from any
of the burgefles has generally made it worfe ; it being idle to apply to
the magiftrates for redrefs, they having the appointing "the 'ftent-
mafters, who generally calculate it in fuch a manner as to have not a

few pounds overplus, which is fpent in eating and drinking.”

It ufed to be the pra&ice here, as in moft boroughs, to r_oi'ipf_au thc

public work belonging to the community, fuch as building and repair-'

ing houfes, fireets, planting, inclofing, &c. This ‘has, “within thefe
“ten years paft, been totally given up ; every piece

: , of ‘work has been
execute by fome or other member of council, or't '

contemptuous exclufion of all the other workmen."
- We cannor omit to mention the abufe and mifappli

faltions of our rulers ; ‘and the management of thi

én'iif;r is kept a

“Though the King’s cefs ‘ryeflﬁi‘red from this borough is not thought

heir retainers, to the . -

- We cannot omit to mention the abule and r ication of the pu- '~
“+blic money : But this myftery. of iniquity we are unable to unfold ;
“an'impenetrable . veil is endeavoured ‘to be throwr ' an-

A burgefs, frewching forth his hand to open thefe cur~

LT

o ne NG N ey

gk é‘v

7))

tains, has always been held as .impious and profane, and the minions

of the junto' muftered to keep him off; by dint of brow-beating and . -
- infult. . But, however private the borough revenue may be kept, it is

known to be confiderable, and, by .proper management, -might . be of

~great ufe to the inhabitants, it’ being their natural and unalienable

right ; of 'it, however, they are deprived, by means the moft illegal
-and unjuft. The leaders of council arrogate to themfelves the fole di- -

teftion of it. By them, it is lavithed out in unneceffary feafts and en-

. tertainments, and fquandered away in keeping together their friends,

~who, for their fidelity to them, muft be rewarded at the public ex-
pence. . The public funds are alfo’ exhaufted in paying accounts of
work done for the borough, produced by the fupporters of - the junto ;
for they only are employed. Thefe accounts; - you ‘may believe, are
pafled without much fcrutiny. In this manner is the revenue chiefly
expended. . A perfon living in this borough to a great age, and re-

maining in council many years, might be. puzzled to adduce one in-
ftance of the revenue being applied to advantage, and for the benefit. -
of the community, "And, though the funds are in no refpe&t applied -

for the fervice of the burgefles, yet the borough debt is accumulating

in'g‘rapid' proportion. Within thefe twelve years it has increafed a- -
bove a thoufand pounds Sterling.. We might continue to enumerate -
~ particulars to a great length ; but as, from what has been mentioned,

you may form an idea of our fituation, we fhall not trouble you with

‘any thing farther on this head.

B

Incorporations 7, members belonging to them about 160,
Heritors not burgefles are 30, only 3 or 4 refident.

- Burgefles not joined with any incerporation are in number roq. -

* Inhabitants about 1400, -

P E R T H

gibozéi Jorty years back.

- Hifforical dccdﬁni‘faf 1 tbe _Gowr'_fmiént: of r/_:; Boré@b gf Perth Sor o

‘ THEborough of Perth ‘is govemed bya town-council, céhﬁﬁ{
mg of fourteen guildrymen or merchants, and twelve craftfmen ; feven

of the latter are deacons ; and, after being elected by the trades whom

“they reprefent, take their feats in ‘council without Iéet or control, The
- other five of the twelve crafifmen are called trades counfellors, and are
et , T chofen -
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-éhofen from leets fent up to the council. The fourteen guild or mer-
chant counfellors are /élf-elec?ed, as appears by a fet of the borough,
whereof a regular extrad is in the hands of the fecretary to the com-

~mittee of delegates, 'Each puts a guildryman ‘of his own naming in

leet with himfelf ; and the council ele& one of the two. .That being

the cafe, it is no difficult matter to fay who will be eletted. The
counfellor has it in ‘his power, even in the cafe of . party-work or
diflike,” to enfure his ‘re-ele@tion. ~ He names, perhaps, a fireet-
raker, or fome low chara&er, between whom and himfelf there is no

alternative, ~Or if, at any time, 2 man in better. ftation is put on the -

- leet; -it-is without that perfon's knowledge ; and is done becaufe, per=

haps, it’is known he would not accept. "In no inftance is a council :

‘man,’ wifhing to keep his feat, difappointed. .
- But, though what has been now ftated is the fa
‘on cleGtion-days, meafures are taken, at a private meeting held for the

purpofe fome days before, to render a difappointment abfolutely im-.

poflible, while any regard to chara&er remains. The mode followed is

this : Eight guildrymen make a majority of the guild-counfellors; and

always, as a new member is admitted, he is given to underftand, and,
fome fay, comes under a folemn engagement, that the minority, in

‘private meetings, fhall on all occafions join the majority, when a vote

goes round in council. This is what is called 'in ‘Perth the beautiful
order ; and, at private meetings, it does for this borough what the
Lords of Articles did for the Scottith parliament, with this difference,
that its refolutions cannot be difappointed. NI s

- The fet ‘of the borough continues to be the rule at this day in all
‘matters of eleCtion or votes in council ; and no wonder, as no mode
could be better calculated to fupport a junto than it is. “The counfel-
Tors are all merchants or craftfmen living in town ; and there has been

no inftance, this age, of any perfon unconneéted with the town, being -

in council. Indeed, it is no eafy matter to get there ; for, when any
one pleafes to retire, his fon, or fome other friend, fucceeds him ; and
he again hands down the office to fome of his relations in the {ame
manner as he hands down his eftate.- It is no uncommon thing to find
men grown old in council ; and there is now a member who has been
above fifty years there. ' SRS RN

Having ftated how the town-council of Perth- 1sﬁlledup,and the

‘way the members hold their feats, it will not be improper to fpeak of
~the funds under their management.: Thefe are very confiderable, and

are known to exceed the fum of L. 3000 Sterling yeatly. .- The exa&.

-~ fum, however, the guild-committee cannot fpecify ; becaufe nonesbut
the members of council, and the town-clerks, are allowed fo much as.

.

- o to

rce a&ed in council
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. to'fee the rental. ' Applications have ‘been made to the council for an

authenticated rental ; but thefe applications, though couched in de-
cent refpeéful language, and figned by a number of refpe&able citi-
zens, have been treated with negle@ and filence. A rental will be
hereto fubjoined, as collefted from fundry of the town’s tack(men,
" But, great as the funds are, totally under the management of a /e/f-
“elected council, there are others, not properly belonging to the com-
nfunity at large, of which the council alfo take the direction and ma=
nagement. The guild-corporation have about L. 600 Sterling per an-
num, -and the hofpital as much., Now, the town-council ele¢t the dean
of ‘guild and counfellors out ‘'of their own number; and . thefe have
the dire@ion of the guildry funds : So that, in fa&, it may be faid the
town-council manage the guildry funds, - ' }
.+ 'The hofpital, till of late years, was totally governed by the coun-
cil ;- not indeed gua counfellots, but from the influence they obtained
by being fo long in council. The ruling counfellors eafily got them-

felves named elders ; and, by taking in low, mean, fpiritlefs artificers,
- &ec. they ruled in the kirk-feflion with as great a fway as in council

itfelf. By thefe means they got the management of the hofpital-funds,
‘which, tll thefe fifty or fixty years, were very great ; but now, by
bad management, are reduced to the paultry income of five or fix
hundred a year. - : S o

- It might be expefed that, with {fo great a revenue, the council

- would have a rich treafury ; at leaft, that the managers of the bo-

rough muft have done much for the conveniency of the inhabitants, and
greatly beautified and ornamented the place. In place, however, of a
treafury, the counfellors have found means to fpend the yearly income,
and to burden the community with a debt of between eighteen and

 twenty thoufand pounds Sterling, all within thefe twenty or twenty-

five years. They are daily going deeper ; and are ready to treat with

+-a lender at any time ; and, if things go on thirty or forty years as they

have done, the great revenue, it is feared, will not {fave thé commu-
nity from abfolute bankruptcy. ; :

" And, as to the conveniency of the inhabitants, fome few inftances -

excepted, that feems never to have been thought of by the town-c¢oun-
cil.  No town in Scotland had better opportunities of excellent water
than this ; and yet none has worfe water for family ufe. Even what
the inhabitants have, was brought in, not by the funds of -the com-
munity, but by voluntary fubfcription, - ‘ '

. “Again; this town has falmon-fifhings belonging to the ‘cbci)mvmunity,

which yield above L, 700 Sterling yearly. It is natural to think, that our

 kings,
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kings, who were fo liberal in their gifts to this borougﬁ, intended

them for  the good and- conveniency of the inhabitants, In place of
that, however, the fifhings, contrary to the remonftrances of the in=-
habitants, ‘are always fet to merchants, who export the fith ; and it is
out of favour only that the people in Perth ever tafte falmon. Modes
have been pointed out how this inconveniency might be remedied,
without hurting the rental. . The town have a variety of fithings ;

and, by fetting the finalleft of thefe, with the burden of cutting and.

expofing fo many fifh daily at a certain hour, in cafe of that number
being taken, the inhabitants would be well fupplied, without hurting
the community. The rulers, it is true, by their influence with the
tack{men, can at any time fupply themfelves ; and therefore they care
not for the wants of their fellow-citizens, R .

The quartering of foldiers has been felt to be a dangerous engine in
the hands of a felf-ele&ted council. The council names- the quartef-
mafter ; and, whether it proceeds from inftrutions, or from an info-
lence of office, many of the inhabitants have been grievoully oppref-
fed. Such of the inhabitants as favoured not the views of ' council;
have been always fure to meet with a heavy fhare ; while the whole
council-men, and many of their friends and adherents, have been ei-
ther conftantly exeemed, or feldom felt the burden. Indeed it is. a

rule, that all counfellors, and their widows, are exeemed. The cafe

~of this town is eGta@tly fimilar, in this refpe&, to the town of Aber-
deen, as pointed out by a memorial on the fubje&, drawn by the fpi-
rited committee of that place. . : L bty

‘The mode of levying the town-cefs has of .2 ]émg. time been com- '

plained of, without any profpe&t of redrefs. What is ftented upon
trade is aflefled upon individuals by twelve afleffors yearly, named by
the rulers in council ; but the cefs is left to the town-clerk, to colleé
in the way he thinks fit, The refult is, that, though within thefe
twenty years, the town is perhaps a fourth larger than it was, and

near a third Qf.‘the old houfes new built, and the cefs is demanded for
every new houfe as it is built, yet the former cefs on old houfes is the

fame : So that there muft be now colletted more than was formerly,
and much more than the town contributes to government. - This is
owing to the cefs not being aflefled in the way the rent is..: But even

‘the rent is not properly done ; for the council, or their clerk, name:

the affeflors ; and they take care to name fuch only as will do as they
are directed. - : o L
In managing any public work, little regard is paid to the funds of

the community : The bufinefs is given to fome adherent or friend;
and, what any prudent man would do for L. roo, will be found, in

R - general,

A

T T

(1)

general, to coft the town three times the fum, Many inftances of
this could be given, but one glaring cafe fhall fuffice.. . =~ =
By an a& of James VL. the borougn have right to a certain pon-
tage at the .bridge over Earn, with the burden of upholding  that
bridge.. Some years ago, an arch_of the bridge was thought infufli-
cient, and was taken down. It was an arch not above thirty-feet

wide ; but the building of it coft the town confiderably more than

‘L. 3000 Sterling ; although a complete new bridge, over the fame ri-
‘ver, about three miles above, was done by fublcription for L. oo

Sterling. This was not all ; for the county, before the arch was ta-

‘ken down, offered to take the burden upon them, in all time coming,

on being allowed the pontage. - The town’s managers refufed that ;
and they draw about L. 60 a year for it. If this was prudent manage=
ment, the difinterefted will judge! -

The town-council have not only the abfolute management of the

funds, but the difpofal of all places and offices within the town. The

-perfons they appoint having no dependerice upon the inhabitants at
large, are often found to behave with all the infolence of office, with-.

out the poffibility to-check them. ‘ -

Rentalg" :t‘\b:': ‘tvbfzbh’.r yearly Sfunds, as 'n?:arl_;' as .'cz‘m &élcollec?:d,',

 awithout fecing the vouchers in the hands of the council,

* Salmon-fithings, at an average, for thefe twenty years . L. 500
Town-mills, at prefent fet at L. 700, but averaged at 650
‘Waulk-mill, fet for twenty years at e e . 25
Town’s wood yields fometimes L. 1000, but averagedat .. 700 .
‘Town’s inches fetat . . . L . s . Too
Bridge of Tay.port fet at . e . . 70
_South Inch ditto, fet at L, 105, but averaged at ..~ . - 8o
North port . . e e . 30
‘High-ftreet port == - .« . . el e .. 18
Anchorage dues, &c.. prefently L. 190, averaged L 160
Flefth-market . . .-’ o e
Meal-market = e e . 40
Tay flatts, fold within thefe twelve months at L, 560, and a ,
feuof -~ .« e e e e . 14
Cortes Croft -« .+~ . . o e 14
Dead Land R TR ,’iﬁo_' . e Tt e 9
Wilfon’s Yard L e e e e T

Carried over L. 2688
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~ Brought over L. 2688

Feus of land within town =~ .. . . . 100
Seats in the three churches . e .« " 300
The farm of Nether Tullylumb . s - , . 70
The weigh-houfe, fet to a friend at only . e 2
The entry of burgefles averaged at . . 30
Bridge of Earn . D . S 6o
Sharp’s yard . . . . 10
Provoft Gray’s yard . . ) ' . 20
Mr Scott’s houfe and yard =~ o T
Yearly amount of the community-funds . L. 32

Guildry funds about . _-}’ o _ 3522
Hofpital ditto . . . . « .+ §00

. o ‘ - Total L. 4290

years, taking one year with another.

N. B. It is believed the rental has not been lefs for thefe twenty
In confequence of complaints from many of the boroughs, that they -
were not equally adjufted in the tax-roll, it was ordained by the con-
vention holden at Edinburgh in the year 1691, that a vifitation fhould
be made over the whole royal boroughs in Scotland, and an exa& ac-
count taken of their refpetive revenues, debts, and expences. The
whole of thefe States were accordingly given in to the convention held
at Dundee in the year 1692, and ordered to be recorded in a particu-

lar regifter, to prevent embezzlement in all times thereafter. =

As we have been favoured withi accefs to a copy of this regifter, (in-
tended to have been publithed by Maitland, author of the Hiftory of
Edinburgh, &c.) we fhall fubjoin to this account of Perth the follow-
ing flate of that borough in the year 1691. : :

The ﬁa}e of Perth, the 218 duguft 169,1., in refpedt to its Receipts and
- Difburfements. - h o R
' REcEIPTS.

/ ; ’ 'cht’sk moﬁe;u

By the four mills. . N .+ 3300 0 o

By the weigh-houfe, Pynorie and packs, poftmafterfhip, =~ .- 1i =
cefs-boll, fith and fleth boards, and anchorage ‘

By the four pdrts and bridge of Emgé .

Carried over.L. 6600 o o

i

N B

N

SR U TS BT T ' - -  '. " )Scot's'money.'
S S Brought over L, 6600 o o
" By the common moor ' . s 66 13 4

By the farm and teind bolls, ‘twenty-four chalders,
“nine bolls, two firlots three pecks, at one hundred -

- merks per chalder - ' . < "tv640 ) '14 o
L.8307 7 4
'DISBURSEMENTS. -

To the minifters ftipend, money, and corn, L. 1835 6 8
To the {choolmafter, ufhers, -and precentor e 538 13 4
To intereft for the town’s debts . . 3274 o6
To advocates, agents, town-clerks, fifcal, &e. . §0o0 o ©

- To the equie, borough dues, and commiffioners to par- - '
_ . liament and boroughs, e. .+« . 80 o o
To the town officers, drummer, and piper =~ - 400 .0 .0
To the public works - . . 1400 © 0O
To the magiftrates expences ~ ~ . . . . 6oo o0 0

Sum total L. 9346 o 6

. The boroughs of regality and barony within the diftri& of the town
and county of - Perth, are, viz. Abernethy, Dumblain, Logyrate, and

Couper of Angus regalities ; 'and Forgindenny, Douning,,Achtérarder, |

Dunkeld, and Bridge of  Tay baronies, - =~~~ ",
~No thips feem to have belonged to Perth at this time.

'DUMBARTON,

Narrative ‘of faﬁs relative to the Burgh of Dumbarton. -

' For more than half a éentury,- the burgh of Dumbarton has been

under the management of the family of Argyle; and its conftitution
is fuch, that this noble family having got into power, it has been found
impoffible to turn them out, or to refcue the burgh from that ftate of
political flavery under which it has fo long laboured. - - B'

o ' B * : By
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i - By the fet or conflitution of the burgh, the magiftracy and council For thefe thirty years paft, the' annual revenue of the busgh %’ag; %“;v“eﬂ ba:e: i
i ought to confift of ten merchants and five tradefmen, the provoft, two rage, amounted to L. 300. " With this revenue much gooOb{nxtgts . pave been 3
e _ bailies, dean of guild, and treafurer, being merchants, and the ten done, and many works of utility and ornament ca‘r_ru{e-cé _0‘.1;)]' “",Jff;t‘ o tha :
i - counfellors, being merchants and tradefmen, equally. " The mode . of cern might have been accomplithed; fands-to a confidera e}:;( en e o y
5 eledtion is exactly on' the footing of the a& 1469. The old council river ; commons improven, and extenfive moors plant.‘_e‘d, to}t] »g;;:a_the . &
! chufe the new, and the new council chufe the magiftrates from amongft of the property 'of the burgh; yet it is a lamentable tiut’h, t arl, 'yenuéli)las o g
g their own number, fo that they are wholly felf-elected ; and, as the - followed under the prefent poll-tlcal {yftem, not only the annual rev ,"; Cand];' : i
" - fet does not require any part to go out annually, or in any given confumed in folly and diffipation, bll}, debts ¢ontr§\&cd, amountlnga‘f R 3‘

time, they generally continue during all the days of their lives. Ac- mas laft, to nolefs than L. 2341 Sterling. - =~~~ ib th macifrates {

cordingly, the prefent provoft has been conftantly in office, as a magi-- To enumerate the many acts of malverfation committed by ldcﬁ‘ll 5 %olume i
ftrate or counfellor, near forty years ; four of the counfellors have and counfellors of this burgh for thefe .laﬂ' }Wepty-ﬁv; yeafrs,:wofu i1 @ volume. ;
' been in office near thirty years ; and feveral of them from twelve to In that period they have drunk, including intereft on the fums {o mifpent, y ¢

fifteen years. TR DRI : Ete T

-~ Arbitrary and defe@ive at beft as the fet of this" burgh is, yet, to.
ferve the views of the family who rule it, and that the council may
be compofed of perfons friendly to their interefts, a fyftem has been
introduced totally repugnant to the only falutary regulation that ‘the
fet contains 5 for, inftead of the magiftracy and council being filled by
merchants “and tradefmen within burgh, perfons have been eleGted
without trade, property, or refidence, and for no other reafon than

- being adherents of the family of Argyle, they are fuppofed beft qua-
lified to enter into their political views. Hence this burgh, for many
years, had a provoft, who ,was commander in chief of the forces .in

Scotland ; a bailie refiding  in the caftle of Dumbarton, and holding -

the chief military command there ; one counfellor, who was fheriff of
Argyle ; another, whofe refidence was moftly in the county of Kent;

anda third,'amerchant in Glafgow. At prefent, it is furnithed with coun-

Aellors both from the eaft and from the weft. ' Themember of parliament
for the county of Argyle, and who has not feen the burgh twice thefe
five years, a writer to the fignet, who never fees it but when a poli-
tical errand brings him hither, a fa@or, in the ifland of Rofeneath,

and a gentleman in the neighbourhood, make four of the five merchant -

council. ~ More than one of the remaining counfellors do receive pen-

fions for their intereft, and others of them are under peculiar obliga=

tions to their political leader,” - R AR :

. - Under rulers felf-elected, many of them, having no conne&ion with
the burgh, either by tradé, refidence, or property, and who in fact"
have bartered its conflitution, and its freedom, for, their own fordid .

“views, it is not at all furprifing that the true intereft of the burgh has
been negle@ed, its revenues fquandered or embezzled, and an enormous i

load of debt contradted.

For

to L. 2000 Sterling of the public revenue, which is equal almoft to the debt of

1nd oeconomy, I ol 0 have been incurred. A
and oeconomy, no debt ought to have been incurred. -
- Within ,the);:e late years, the ‘magiftrates and council were fo infatuated as Bo
ele@ the fame perfon into the office of treafurer for five Succe[five years ; aqf,
during all this time, they never thought of caufing him account for his intromif-

the town ; fo that, had the council a&ed with any common c}egree of prx'xdence

fions ; but, at laft, permitted him'to elope, . without any f‘e;ttlement,‘ whereby -

nearly L. 300 Sterling was loft to tl.e community.

In the laft twenty years, many hundred honorary burgefles have been made,

for no other reafon that can be devifed, than to afford the town-clerk a fee of

" 35 6d. for each ticket out of the revenue of the burgh; and it appears, from

the accounts of the burgh now in Exchequer, that this officer has rccc?n]r{ed, in
about one year, 1o lefs a fum than L. 22 Sterling for thefe honorary tickets,—
p ] X

Indeed, the invention of the magiftrates feems to have been on the rack to find-
Ry L ek

out ways to confume the funds of the community. It is a common thing for

~ them, at conferring the freedom of the town on a gent]cma.r}, Bo.exte?}czr:geuhgg |
honour to his fervant ; and many a valet, footman, and chai e-S rx;er, al-ﬁdmli)ni-
the roll of honorary burgefles of the burgh of Dumbarton. . .u{c{ 1 x;: ol adumicic.

 firation, it is hoped, is rarely to be met with, though many inftances,

thefe, have diftinguifhed the condué of the rulers of this burgh for thefe laft
tw'?lg};;fsz:d}},refliﬁ.future", the evils before ém]‘m_erated., and many-others' of equal
‘ 'nit\;de a;id to reftore trade and profperity to this burgh, and their ancient
;li];l;gxts"to the burgefles, no method occurs but a fteady perfeverance in following

e plan c yrm, ‘now under the co ion of the royal burghs of
. f Reform, now under the conﬁd‘eratlon of't .
' gu;tﬁgdp-mt%gvhich plan,' every burgefs of Dumbarton, not immediately connect- ‘_
: 63 with the prefent rulers, gives his hearty concurrence, and wxll‘ Vfupp}or'tv to a

conclufion,

IRVINE.
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Town-council confifts of feventeen members, viz. fifteen merchants, and two
trades, : o ' f L

None but indwelling burgefles, and indwelling heritors, were ever admitted as
counfellors or magiftrates, till about 26 years ago.—What gave rife to the alte=
ration was fhortly this, ° ' L

The town-clerk of this burgh has been, time out of mind, eleted annually.

A party in council, at the period above quoted, though they had no fault to find
with the then clerk, had a young friend of their own whom they wifhed to put .
_into that office : Each had friends; the party for the young man prevailed, and,

in their heat, expelled a number of the oppofite party, and the old clerk.
In the conteft about filling up the new council, fome things were done which
afforded ground for a procefs ; and the old party did not fail to improve it, It

-was tried to reduce the ele@ion before the Court of Seffion, and to bring on a

poll vote. ~ The court gave decree in favour of the old party. An appeal to the
Houfe of Peers was the confequence ; and, contrary to all expefation, the’ fen=
tence of the Court of Seflion was reverfed, and the new party confirmed.

“Hitherto no foreign counfellor had ever been admitted : The new party, to

gain firength, threw themfelves under Alexander Earl of Eglinton; and, in a

'year or two thereafter, the faid Earl was chofen a merchant-counfellor of the

burgh of Irvine ; which ftation | :
provoft of [rvine, by the unanimous fuffrage of bis fellow counfellors. 4
"'The year of the Earl's deceafe, 1769, or 1770, there happened another revo=

on he kept till his:death. He was for {ix years

" lution in council. The party outed had the good will and countenance of all

the burgeffes. The ruling party, well knowing this, and determined to keep

‘themfelves in power, took an uncommon ftep. Inftead of choofing indwelling

burgeffes, they fet out to the neighbouring parifhes, voted into council no fewer
than five country gentlemen, and one nobleman, fome of them at the diftance of
nine Scots miles from the burgh, others of them at the diftance of four, three,
and two Scots miles, all of them not only without the very parifh, but alfo with-,
out property of any kind within the burgh, excepting the noble Earl, who' has
an old ruin, and one acre of land within the privileges of the burgh ; and to thefe
gentlemen and noblemen were the rights and privileges of indwelling burgefles
transferred. - One of thefe gentlemen is dead ; a fecond went out of the council,
from a convi@ion that it was iniquitous to fit there in the place of an indweller ;
the remainder, with the noble Earl, are, to this hour, members of council, and.
fiiled merchant-counfellors, 8 S B PRI ST

The council of Irvine changes annually two merchants and the two trades.
Thus thirteen may be faid to remain for ever, as they always take in two filly

perfons to thift. | It was never known till within thefe laft eighteen years that
any perfon was ever chofen a trades-counfellor, without being firft a deacon of

“craft,

N

R G 20 I -
craft, - Three inftances have occiirred within ‘that period, where the jumto, to
fecure themfelves, ‘took up tradefmen who had not arrived at_that dignity, and

moreover took up tradefimen as merchant counfellors, to fecure themfelves and.

thefe tradefmen, of fo mean a rank, that one of them, for rEany years paft, could
not afford to keep ‘either apprentice or journeyman, but -drove the fhuttle for the
pooreft fubfiftence ; and, at this hour, there are two working tradefmen taken up
as merchants to fit and vote with the noble Earl, and to fecure all the party.

" Within thefe thirty-fix yéirs the town’s debt has nearly doubled : ‘At this day
it amounts to more than L. 4600, and, within the laft eighteen years, it has in-

- _ereafed from L. 17100 to L. 1300, - "

.+ “Town of Irvine’s revenue arifing from lands, feu-duty, and teinds, about

L'SSO' el t13 i

"> Shore, two years ago, brought not a penny more than kept:its works in're-
pair ; but, by a new management, it has brought L. 106 clear of all expence the

H

- preceding year, and this year promifes.to do as much. -

. N, B. This management was forced upon the magiﬁi’ates"t;y»ihe‘Bufg“effes.
*Another income to the burgh of Irvine will very foon arife from a new coal-
work, - begun -in the lands of the burgh, the ‘exprefs rent of which, the twelfth

load, is to be paid into the hands -of the burgh factor ; and, from the amazing

" quantities of coals fhipped off daily from the “port of Irvine, . there is -reafon to-
- fuppofe the yearly rent may be rated at two.or three hundred pounds a-year.. - : .

S
" Memorial and State of the Revenue of the Borough of Dundee. .

* +'This borough has always been, as it now is, a place of extenfive trade ; it was

alfo poflefied of very confiderable property in land: - Its-revenue confifts of dues

" Tevied on trade, under the denomination of fhore-dues and " petty cuftoms; and -

N . . . .’ . .
rents of public warehoufes, mills, fitheries; &c. - P

" Had the town retained the property of - their lands, the revenue ';vvyo’UId;ha\'re

. been very great ; but thefe, except an inconfiderable part, (which have been

feued on very difadvantageous terms),” were diftributed among the friends of the
mén who then compofed the town councils, ‘many of them- without the {hadow
of a remuneration, and others for fuch avowed caufes as bore ‘no proportion.to
the value of the property given away. .~ ' . S
"It was about the year 1698 that thefe abufes in the public bufinefs happened ;
and it appears the trades, at this period, had taken the alarm, and-exerted them-
felves to bring the council to account ; but," from a defectin the law,. and. the
_determined obftinacy of the council, their efforts proved ineffectual. This is the
more to bé regretted, as, had the town’s accounts »been.thenjﬂriﬂly,ex—amined,_
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- for parncular purpofes. The followmg is a {tate of the town’s revenue at Mar~
) tmmas 1786 a AT

SIS MR, S

{ 18 )

and the delmquency of the: councxl dete@ted;  the revenue of: this. Lorongh would |

have been at leaft: five times its prcfent.amount 5-but this:not having happened, the
“whole myﬁery of iniquity remains involved in that obfcunty which the a&ors in

- -it'meant it fhould, and the inhabitants have now: the mortification; to fee fome of
~ the fineft lands. in the ifland, originally their propertys; poﬂ'eﬂ'cd by men whofe‘ ,

forefathers obtamed them by corrupting. their rulers, -« ... . .- G
It were endlefs. to enumerate: parucularly the many. m&ances of abu; hich
have happened-in this. -borough :in’ latter, years; but - thefe. fhall -be particularly

" .condefcended on, if it is afterwards thought neceflary. In general, wefhall mention;’
that.the town council, orlgmal}y intrufted with.a very large revenue. in one of
the richeft ‘boroughs of its fize in this country, inftead of applying.the public

money in promoting the trade, convenience, and ornament of the town, wafted
it in rivetting themfelves in power, and An « fervmg the 1mmed1ate purpofes of

themfelves and friends. .. - . .
- Having exhavfted the town’s funds, it became a prac‘.hce to: borrow money,
and which was continued while the town retained  the:leaft: fhadow | of : credit,

- antil, about ten -years ago, when: the. trades, . without - whofe- concurrence the

council cannot borrow money, with-held ‘joining their fecurlty further with the
town council, and which had almoft left the revenue.in a ftate of bankruptcy. .|

. Since that perle fome of thefe abufes have been corre@ed, . and the revenue

greatly advanced, - partly owing:to. thofe in office attending better to the town’s

- bufinefs, but principally from the trade of the borough, and agriculture in. the -
neighbourhood, having made rapid progrefs, by whxch many branches of thc L

revenue have been much -increafed. -

‘The magiftrates of Dundee have generally ‘reﬁded w1thm the borough but as,~¥
_in .other boroughs, though thofe ‘who have had the lead may have, on fome -
* occafions, been men of property, it has been an invariable cuftom to brmg into -
.council perfons without property. or conne&ions, and of no long ftanding inthe ~
borough ; and of thefe they have always ftored themfelves with a double fupply;
that fuch as go.out in one year may be retumed the- next,’ whﬂe the leader or. -
B Junto remain in office without controul, - ’

.The Dean of Guild is_chofen by the town councxl, and is one of theu- num:-

\ber; the funds of the guildry. are undertheir management: Thefe are not ap- :

plied to the purpofes of the gmldry, but borrowed by, the  town council, and
thrown into the general mafs. This is alfo the cafe with other, funds appropriated

\ .o
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Tonage, aanchoragef and: {hore dules;
' ‘Warehlonfey! fanons o et D
I Petty cultorns and fairs; /!
Fleth-market, i :
Multure malt,
- “'Flour- mx]ls,
. o Male ‘mill; - ashahie e
Salmon ﬁ(hmg, T T
Wood yards, i ¢t 0 o lwa
" Stables and'fmall houfes,
Meaidows, T
Burgefs-ﬂnps,
“Feus and: v1carage,
-Ground annuals, . SRR SR
- Rents of lands w1thout the borough VR e
, Two-penmes on' the pmt of ale,A EERD e
'Dung of the ﬁreetS' ety rntom Tadn a0
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The towns debts amount to’ about L 8000 Sterlmg The greater part is
mortnﬁed -money at four per cent. the intereft of whxch, and ordmary expenccs

:of the borough, are the town’s deburfements ...

~'The funds of  the guildry; if well managed mlght have been very great., At
prefent, -they only amount to L. 80" per annum ; and, “although . it is confidered

{olely as a charitable fund, there is not annually paxd out of that fund i in charxty‘
~more than from L. 12 to L.’ 13

- The funds of an hofpital,. founded for the beneﬁt of paor. freemen, are’ alfo

under the management ‘of the council ;—the annual amount is L, 320, i
. "The funds, of - the kirk-fabric, . anﬁng from . feat rents, &c. and burdened by

part of minifters fupends, repairs of the churches, &c. are alfo under their direce =
tion, : the annual- ‘Teceipt- whereof 'is  about L, 400. The town counc11 have un-

xder thelr d1re&10n an annual recelpt of about L. 2600. -

z,‘ 2

AT g ey

The fet of the borough of Wxgtown, as recorded in the books of conventxon,

s as _follows viz. That the councll confifts of one provoﬁ,.two bailies, fifteen

counfellors, and one clerk, the treafurer bemg always one of ; the faid counfel-
lors, and ‘that the faid magxﬁrates do not’ continue in thexr oﬂice of maglﬁracy

" more than two years together ; and that, at every : annual e]e&xon, they put off
’ three of thexr old councd “and brings on three new ones in their ftead, that the
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i whole inhabitants may be better acquainted with, and.underftand the burgh’s af-
fr fairs; and, in cafe of any of the faid magiftrates or council fhould depart this
S mortal - life; their place is vacant till Michaelmas thereafter,” which' is the “ordi-
i~ ‘nary time of their election; and this is the true fett of this borough.: /w2

L been violated. for many years paft, The provoft has been in office for three
years together, and at fame ‘time at a confiderable diftance, and fométimes a-
N * broad ; the two. bailies revenue-officers, and have been often obliged;to leave the
¥ town at one time, and in office three years together. - As to the ‘councillors, in=
ftead of  putting off three, they only put off one, and very feldom put on &n in-
habitant, but a non-refidenter ; fo that our council is compofed of a nobleman
and<his fervants, with country gentlemen and revenue officers,” with "a- few “de-~
- pendent inhabitants, 'not exceeding above-one third of their number; the reft re-
’ fiding at London, Edinburgh, Dumfries, Newfoundland, and our ‘chief : magi-

“re-ele@ted without being qualified to the borotigh ; and, inftead -of : letting the

inhabitants know the-affairs of the borough, they endeavour to do-every thing
“in a private manner- - Hence, fee the difmal effects of the borough being " go=
~werned by ftrangers and aliens, having wantonly thrown away the largeft quan-
~of - which they only receive L. 16 Sterling of feu-duty from a leading rfobleman
; L et yearly from L. 40 to L. 5o Sterling, and  only gives from L. 4 to Li'g-Ster-

- ing graziers and .drovers, who' are”as anixieus to evade the ordinary cuftom as

0

S borough. '

_and carried it before the Court of Seffion,” who_ reduced the divifion 5 which ac-

The reafon given, was to build a fufficiént prifon ; but ‘the inhabitants are put
to more expence with watching and warding this prefent houfe, than they were

‘ - . with the former.' . The removal of faid houfe coft the town about L. goo Ster-
w7 ling, which obliged them to borrow L 450 Sterling‘ of the poor’s'money, and

" ‘mortgage a part of ‘the ‘town fand for 27 years, to pay the other part. At the

: At

-2 s

“land, ‘rented at L. 3 Sterling yearly, for a rock, which is at this day let for a-

N

|« Firf'True it is, and of verity, that the general part of therabove fett has’

ling for thefe many years, paft, by reafonof" the leading men of the council be~

' frate is with the navj in-the Weft Indies ~ Some of them have been elected and -

tity of the borough land, which at this day pays annually L. 400 Sterling, out

" of their number. - Alfo, about “thirty” years ago, the cuftoms and ‘danery were

the moft trifling’ dealer,” whoe had never been fworn to maintain the rights of the"
> o v 'Secondly. The ‘arbiti’ér};fan,é‘ﬁnpara{]léf‘edfpértia’li-'ty{éfﬁreﬁé?rihg <’iin’d'di\’riding_ '
‘ - the church, without-confulting the freeholders, who were the prineipal Teritors, -
is clearly fhown by two of ‘the" freeholders,’ who protefted againft'the divifion,

tion coft the town L. 100 Sterling, when it only coft the proteftors k. 133 1050+
Thirdly. That, fome years ago,’ to pleafe a certain counfellor,’a new town-
houfe and a good fteeple was thrown down, to remove it from before his houfe:

fame time, to oblige the. builder of faid houfe, they exchanged away a piece of .

. bout the triffing {um of feven or eight fhillings yearly, " The inhabitants ‘have - -
R T T T T T T SR U Theen o
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been obliged to mount guard day and night ever fince this houfe was built, when
cither debtor or criminal was confined in'it, -~ = - SRR A

Fourth, It is cuftomary that the council meet eight days before the 29th Sep=

“tember, and appoint the ordinary day for their eleion. This they accordingly

did in the year 1781, but to ferve a_political {cheme of a leading nobleman of
their number, the two bailies and clerk did eraze faid minute, and appointed ano-

ther day, when Andrew Cowand 'and -Peter M‘Guffock protefted againft faid e~
lection, and carried it before the Court of Seflion, where it was found the inba-

bitants were not legal complainers ; which coft the proteftors and thofe that ad=

" hered to. them above L. 100 Sterling. -And ever fince, the junto have laid their

band very beavy upon us with every public burthen that they had in their power,

~ Jfuch as the keeping of foldiers in our houfes, and have overlooked thofe who did not

Join againft their irregular proceeding in the management of the borough. .

* Fifth, According to cuftom, our council met eight days before the 29th Sep-
tember 1785, and as our provoft and a refpe&able counfellor was deceafed, the
refiding part of the council in the borough refolved to chufe two counfellors in

- town, and at the fame time to confer the honour.of provoft on one of their re=

fiding counfellors ; but, as foon as that leading nobleman . came to town “on the
day of ele@ion, he caufed himfelf to be elected provoft, and named a:Mr Buiby

- in Dumfries, and Mr James Nifh his factor at Galloway-houfe, the new counfel-
Jors, and the refidenters of the prefent junto themfelves, grevioully as they op-

prefs us, were obliged to fubmit, . -

Sixth, We have great reafon 'to"complain of ouf magiftrates, that they will -

not reftri the fees of their clerk, or. give us any relief from his exactions. ™ At

- prefent when a man difpofes of a fmall fubje& of L. 1 5. Sterling valae, the dif=

pofition and -infeftment cofts from L. 3 to L. 3 : 1o Stetling ; and on that ac-

- count very few in town ftands properly fecured in their property.’

we will at prefent conclude. -~ .

"~ Much more might be faid, but

f .
N .

As to the government of this borough, it has been under the direction of the

- Galloway family for upwards of forty years, till the year 1780, when, by deaths
" _and other caufes, there was a breach made in. that family’s firmeft friends. - A

party of the refiding counfellors being ill pleafed with the condué of Lord Gal-
loway fc{o;thre}nfelsryes, and to the inhabitants of the town in general, ‘embraced
the opportunity, and formed an independent party,  who governed the borough

o fill the y»;'éx‘“1784', “\’yh'e'n' ‘Lord Galloway and his friends, -by corrupting " fome,

and carrying away others of the council, immediately before the Michaelmas

" ele&ion, fome by force, and fome by wiles, they turned out all who ftood firm

o

r independence, and formed a council of their freinds and ‘dependants, as fol- .

lows»;
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 Hugh Stenart, Efq; of Tondcrghle, prawyl 4 counlrj gcntleman.

Robert Hathorn,

: Anthony Donnan.," bm[m nf dmg n tbe town |

COUNSELLORS. :

Ybe Earl qf Gallo'wa}', TR ’
~The Honourable Keith Stcwart of Glaferton.
“Robert Hathorn Steuart of Phyfgill; Efq,
~*John Hathorn of Ca&lewxg, Efg; - 1.

Alexander M*Credie, tide-waiter in- Garheﬁon. S
- Robert Vance Agnew of Shuchan,’ Efq, ‘ SRR R
John Bufhby writer in Dumfries, -~ .- |-
: ‘;‘;’abn Nifh er«vant to Lord Gallo-way, o i> nez;f::*ber:ggl’zzg "? _tb ¢ 50’ oug b
- Fames Nifb faclor to ditto, - . - i

" Anthony M‘Lurg farmer-at Iﬁe. SRS I

non-ref dmg berztor: ’

'»/fAnthony Broadféot, '] f

- James MMillan, |y pe g b d a a’

o . g her itors, but tenant: an epen antr gf

Alexander M Comb > tbc Earl gf Gallo'z’uay. - o :
f-Wllham Hannah J R ‘ IR G NS o

' ‘V'kBy the above you' w1ll fee' that thele is on]y the two balhes, and ﬁve of our -
'councx], that refides within the bowugh and even thefe feW under the mﬂuence

of Lord Galloway.

_The principal revenue of this borough arxfes from cu{’toms, or fhore-dues‘, col-»
“le&ed from all goods fhipped or landed upon a certain diftriét of thore. -
"Between thirty. and forty years ago, two 'men, who at that time were the prm- i
" cipal traders in grain and kelp, which'is the chief export from this place, and
. ~were likewife the principal unporters of other goods to this place, being at that
time the two leading men in the town council, 4id, by an-act of council, lower:

. the cuftom on kelp one-bulf, and on grain one fourtb And, by the fame a&, all_

burgefles was to have one- -third of this reduced duty dlfcounted to them. By,
this means, any perfon who deals to any. extent, purchafes a freedom in the bo-}
rough for two or three pounds, Whlch by .virtue of the above a@t they fave ina
year or two.  One of the above men is yet in council.’

‘Thereis a piece of ground upon the fhore,belonging to the borough on a part

of ‘which a gentleman in the newhbourhood about - twelve years ago, “built’ a

fireet of houfes. 'When he began to build, a proteft was taken by the council ;.
but he being a man of intereft, made frtends with one part, and overawed the re(t

" many of them being country gentlemen and of conquuence the ground was Io[t:

and he 15Ju& now a counfellor himfelf.

Tyid

" 'About the fame time,’ “the charters of thts burgh bemg in Latm, was by a. part
of the councﬂ taken out of the chartcr cheﬁ, in order to’ get them tranﬂated into. ...

Enghfh

(- 23 )

Enghfh when, one of them bemg the boundmg charter, was exther loft ox,
what is more probable, wilfully deftroyed.” Upon this, a village in the neighour=
hood, belonging to one of the council, which ufed to pay cuftom to this borough,

1mmed1atelv refufed payment of any cuftom. ' To fave appearances, a, , procefs
was raifed by fthe borough, to recover the ufual cuftoms; but the whole council
_ being creatures of “him to whom the village belongs, the aflair was fo conducted

" as to bring about a decifion that no cuftom was due. : Some of the council open-

1y fupported thofe who refufed to. pay. This i is a lofs of ten or fifteen pounds

Stetling yearly to - the- borough 'The council are now about this prefent time -

{elling and fetting the town’s property to one another, by prwate bargmn, whlch
formerly always ufed to be done by pubhc roup.. ' ,

P I_'T T E N WE E M.

In the year 1740, the town got into debt for meal. One of the inhabitants
was imprifoned for this debt. Sir Harry Erfkine made them a confiderable pre-
fent, which fo far reduced it; In the year 1765, it ftood at the fum of L. 370 ;
and this day it ftands at L. 350 The town’s yearly revenue is from L. 130 to

L. 135. It pays tothe minifter and fchoolmafter about L: 25 per annum. - In the
courfe of twenty years they have reduced the town’s debt L. 20. Thev have
~ upheld- a mill and fchool houfe and they muﬁ have eat, drunk Lot dm- '

ded L. 2000, | :
. For, allowing the revenue L. 130 per ammm, in twenty years is = L 26oo
"The minifter and fchoolmafter L. 25 per annum,is . L 300" -
Suppofe laid out for fchool houfe andmill -~ . ., . 300
- S . 600

ST " ‘ : L. 2000
Tlns fum no man can fay where a fhlllmg of it has been dxfpofed of, . Per-
haps it may be of. confequence to the Reform, were thefe magxﬂrates brought

~before the Court of Seffion, to account for the expendxture of this money, at the

expence of all the friends of Reform. ,We fhall glad]y conmbute our mxte, and

" give our mandate to purfue ite oo

‘In the 1765, the town was broke ;Ao 1767 or 1768 it wag ref’cored by war-—
rant from the Privy Council. ;' The. new, election was made by poll of the bur-
gefles. - All her)table, trafﬁckmg, reﬁdent burgeﬂes, were allowed to elet and be
elected ; all ‘honorary and non- reﬁdent burgefles, town-penﬁoners, were difchar-
ged to elec or to be. ele&ed . For one ‘year only ‘was this warrant regarded,

‘The fecond year was a néw. fcene, when - _honorary non-refident burgefles were
~ele@ed, of . all defcnptrons ; and have re-elected themfelves every. year, from

that day to this, “We have : Sir’ ]ohn Anf’cruthcr, two of his- fons; Philip and

.John, his btother -in- law Provo& Fall of Dunbar ; thefe are ftanding troops for

- RS 5 .. counfellors.
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- of them is this fame . =

“except the few that he t
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kcounfél]brs in Pittenweem, Wefter and Eafter Anftruther, and Ki]krenny,r' all.at

the fame time, and will continue as long. as they live. Sir John has a fubtile
fellow of a facor, his name is Gavin Hogg. ‘This fellow was a bailie in Pitten-
weem and Eafter Anftruther three years ago, and aéted in that capacity in both
boroughs fame year. He is now chief magiftrate here ; but, at fame time, he
is commander in chief of the whole four boroughs. A nod of his head, a pop
on the nofe with his finger, or a blink of his eye, commands obedience from e-

very one of them. They are all Sir John’s creatures, by bits of land, offices a-
‘bout his coal and falt : And even revenue-offices does not deter them here to be

bailies and counfellors, in the face of a late a& of parliament to the contrary.
Our council confifts of twenty-four in all, four of them bailies. . The oldeft
Hogg, . : - — e

. John Douglas landwaiter, } bailies,.
Alexander Aitchifon, coal-grieve, treafurer. - L ~

.- Sir John Anfiruthet. - : L T

- Philip Anftruther, Efq; ' :

. John Anftruther, Efg; _
Robert Fall of Dunbar, . R S _
Philip Brown, clerk of Sir John’s coal and falt-work. =~ .
John Baines, ' . ) ' o
William Tofh, . JREER g : -
John Chifholm fhore-mafter, paid by Sir John L. 10 per annum.

. Andrew Scott, a farmer of Sir Jehn’s land.. . - . - .
James Brown, and James Dewar, colliers to Sir John.. -

ks of i Jh's e o qary.

T might 'b mention more dependgﬁts ; but the é})ove'czin diirideiihééoﬁn- :
“¢il ; which gives Hogg the cafting vote; and that fettles the point: So that

you fee"the borough is entirely at Sir John’s difpofal, and that the inhabitants,

f

were at Rome, -~~~ : o Coe Y ; R
The town has a very extenfive common, which ufed to be grafs for the bur-

‘gefles cows. The magiftrates took it from them, and let it for a corn-farm, in
~ order to pay off the town’s debt ; and you fee what a great length they have

come with it, - The rent of that land oughrt to have been no otherwife applied,
and would furely bé a heavy cut upon them in the event of a procefs ; but, the
people being poor,  they have nothing to fear ; and confequently the inhabitants

are defpifed : And Sir John fends his fon to parliament, to reprefent himfelf and

fervants. The borough he does not reprefent.  He would not get a vote of
fifty, was the eletion to be made by refident trafficking burgefles.. -

- 1 dare venture to affirm, that, exclufive of the council, there is not four men -

in all this borough that would fign againft the Reform ; ‘and, as to the refpeQa-

~bility of the people that has figned the petition for it, there is not a merchant, nor
IR S , e any

%fﬂlkd..»ﬂk s

AL,

hinks proper to truft, have no more to fay than if they

“borough exprefsly - bears, 'that none can be ele '
fellors, except refident burgefles of the borough, and actual traders and traffick-

{ 25

. gnypét"f'on that cax;ries on trade of any kind in the'borough but what has figned
it.  As to the mode of our ele@ions at.prefent, . and fince the year 1768 : - The-

firf’c vote of the council is, ¢ Continue or alter the council.’ If the vote carries
Continue,’ as it has always done fince 1768, except three or four years that it

‘was carried to open, on purpofe to vote off the'council a few men that became

fulpe@ed not to be fo friendly ‘to ‘the ruling junto. We had for three years a

William Young a meflenger our chief magiftrate, although he was{o infirm as

not to be able to go down his own ftair, nor attend either ele@ion or council;

and, by calling for pdr-cdungil-bbok, /it will ‘appear that he ftands in"that capa~-
~city, without accepting of his office, nor his name at afingle a& of federunt
of council, notwithftanding he was always ele@ed again into the office. They

continue, as by the fet, to elet their bailies and treafurer annually, though they

~always eleCt the fame men again ; for, during the above period, there has been
- only three bailies voted off ; death voted off all thereft. - - . = 7

There are.about 200 families in the town'; the'refident ‘burgefles sbout 1 20."

Heritors, who are not burgefles, about twenty. No guildry or incorporations.

E. L ¢ 1 N

Tn anfwer to-your query, refpeding the common good of therborotlg‘hi,'we are

‘to remark, that, notwithftanding the greateft part’ of the lands that belonged .to

it-having, from bad management, been {old, and otherwife alienated, there does

ftill remain a yearly income of about two hundred pounds Sterling ; oné hundred

of which is fufficient for- defraying every public expence; confequently there
true that the town is confiderably in debt. , :
We next proceed to lay before you, Gentlemen, a fhort view of our fet, and
2 few.of the innumerableinftances of its'being violated in the ele&ting of coun~
fellors, - co o o :
By ‘the fet, ‘the number of counfellors is feventeen, whereof fourteen are
gml'd,:.afﬂd the remaining three "trades counfellors; ‘thefe laft confifting of two
deacons, and a convener. -The number of ‘guild counfellors put off the council

- ought to be a faving of another hundred ; notwithftanding which,; it is but‘too-

every year is three, and-of trades'two ; and an equal number ‘of each kind is -

elected anew, 'to make up the number feventeen. - Our office-bearers are, a pro-
voft, . four bailies,”a dean “of guild, treafurer, and convener ; and the fet of the

ing merchants, bearing:Scot and lot, and -all portable charges':* Neverthelefs, no-

thing has been more common than ‘for “our -council juntos to ele, in order to

ferve their own little ‘énds, -people utterly unqualificd, as being neither refiden-
. ¥ers, traders, nor trafficking merchants within the borough. « The following in~
Gy RS el ~ AR ftances, .

&ed office-bearers, or even coun- -
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ftances, that have occurred’ within thefe laft exght or-ten years wnll fet tlus fa&
beyond. a poffibility of doubt. ... . - iy

1mo, The late Mr AlexanderDuﬁ'wnter in l‘lgm, ncuher a trader nor trafﬁckmg
merchant, not bearing Scot nor lot, was firft elected a counfellor, and afterwards
made a baxlle, merely to-ferve political purpol'es ; as was, 2do, Bailie Peter May,
late facor to the Earl of Findlater, by profeffion a planer. and farmer, neither a

~ -~

“trader nor trafﬁckmg merchant, and, from his neceflary avocation as a planer, fel-.

dom: reﬁdent in the town. - 3t70, Wllham Brody, Efq; of Windyhills, reudmg
for- moﬂ part in London, and when in the north'of Scotland, on his eftate in.
the country, is neither a trader nor trafficking merchant. - 4t0, Mr George Fen-
ton, a writer in Elgm, and nelther traﬁickmg merchant nor trader, in'any fenfe
of the words, nor paying Scot or ‘lot, or any public butden, is, along with the
gentlemen immediately above mentioned, a member of our prefent council, i . .

"~ We fhall, with all poffible defpatch, have our petition figned by .fuch. of the
burgefles, hentors, and other mhabuants of the borough, as are friendly to the
Reform ;. when, we hope, it will appear that, both in point of numbers and re= -

fpe&abxhty, they have greatly the advantage - of thofe that are inimical to this
Bill, which we do carneflly with to fucceed.

The folemn declaration of the burgelTes to meet, by their. delegates, annual]y
at Edinburgh, in the month of Auguft, to dehberate on the means of redrefs,
until they obtain the obje@ of Reform, does fhow a fpirit, ﬁrmnefs, and perfe-
VErance, that, in the end .cannot fail of fuccefs.- .

'

Gulldry 50, herltors 184.;Aand they are all burgeﬂ'es, except about halfa do- _

zen, of ‘no  confequence. Incorporations 6 .in number; and the people, in-
whole, conne&ed with them, about 200, Inhabltants computed at - leaﬁ at.
3000; o :

The Commxttee appomted to return an anfwel to your letter, thought it pro-
per, in the fir/? place; to demand’ an authenticated extrat from the town-clerk,.
both of the fet of the: borough and alfo of . the extent and amount of its annual
public revenue, with a particular f’catement of its various articles and branches;
and to require this, under form of . mftrument, if refufed; -~ This demand,
though not abfolutely refufed When made to the clerk, yet was entertained. by
him with fuch an air of mdxﬂ’erence, as difcovered his relu@ance and averfion to-

grantit. On a: fubfequent 'day, foon after, one of our number- having occa-

fionally met with the maglﬁrates and the clerk,, and,. in that mtcrvxew, the: con=.

verfatlon having turned on the demand made by the commlttee, the clerk faid,"

that he could not fee’ the fet of the borough inferted -in . the council- books. To

thlS it was anfwered, that, m faé‘c, it was mferted in: thetr books, and extrals.
' : = ' tbereof

e, Helini g
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thereof had been given, when thofe who had occaﬁon for demanded them. As

to the extra® of the revenue of borough, and a ftatement of its various articles’
and branches, the magiftrates, with warmth, declared, that their clerk fhould
not furnifh it under the enormous expcncc, at leaft, of five pounds Sterling.:

‘This declaration was politically intended, no doubt, to intimidate and difcou=
rage our conftituents to infift on the demand ; and, indeed, it has had the in-

tended effe@ on them, We are forry .that ‘it -is therefore not in our power to-
furnith you with this material information, and fhall only obferve, that, as
to the extent of the annual revenue, though we cannot - condefcend on the

precife thing, yet we can fafely aﬂirm it to be above four hundred pounds bter—
ling.

As to the magrﬁrates and counfellors, how far they were or were not cons
ne&ed with our borough, we have to anfwer, that, for thefe twenty years paft,
we had no maglﬂrates elected but fuch as were reﬁdent in the borough ; but, as

to counfellors, there are fome of them who have nexther trade, property, nor’

refidénce ; others of them have indeed property, but do not refide, and never

~ attend town-council, but on fome partlcular occaﬁons, or at the annual ele&xon :
, of maglﬁtates.

* As to the practical and grofs abufes of the public revemle, thefe have been too-
frequent in thxs borough To cnurnerate them Would be a tedious and drﬂ'icult

taﬂ{

Some mﬂanceq hovvever, we wxll condefeend on.. A late magxi’trate of the

borough, ‘who had obtained a feu-tack from the council, of a confiderable num-
ber of acr¢s of their muir-land, about twenty-four years ago, the feu-duty an-

nually of which did not exceed four pounds four fhillings btellmg money yet,
for ten years fucceﬂvely from' his entry thereto, he had never paid any "part

of the feu- ~-duty.” The falvo and expedxent he fell upon to cancel the debt, was,

to addrefs the council with fpecious pretences for his being excufed and relieved.
“His petition, though warmly Oppofed by a refpe&able number of the counfellors,
~ and with every folid, convincing, and cogent argument, the defire of the faid
petmon was notw:thﬁandmg granted. The fea-tack he was fill vefted with ;
and, within thefe two years preceding, was transferred to another, who gave t
four hundred guineas for it. - -It is certain that the annual revenue of -this bo~

rough isfuch, that, if managed with ‘candour and probity, it wouid have raifed it~

- {elf fuperior to every embarraflment, and put us ina capacity of doing many.good

things, and of great importance to the communitys. 'ihe want of this embar-

raffed the borough fo far; of late years, that the managers and junto in council’

were alarmed at it themfelves,. and’ were induced thereby 1o refolve to fet the
moft of their property of land in feu~tack Accordmgly, did fo'fell, among o-
thers, the mill, and farm of Ruffel-mill, to a gentleman in the neighbourhood,

and for which they received L. 850 Sterlmg This relieved them under thezr'
‘then embarraﬂ"ments, but d1d not extmormfh the Whole of their debts. .
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0| . The leading junto, a few months ago, found means to obtain an aé of coun-

f il Va,llowmg above forty pounds Sterling, in a prefent, to their clerk, out of the

O town’s revenue, for his alledged expence of a procels he thought proper to bring
i before the Court of Seflion for his own behoof., R

Guildry L. 130. Heritors, who are .'not,‘Bﬁx;geﬁ'eé,'abcjdt'Sv. “Incorporations
8 ; and the members connefted with them are about 250. Inhabitants about .

. 2000,

. . B R E C H T N
. ‘By the fet of the borough, it is provided that the town-council fhall' confift of
thirteen members, eleven of which are guildrymen, and two tradefmen ; one of
thefe tradefmen is the deacon-convener, -but the other is pofitively tletted by the.

g ~council. And even the deacon-convener, -after being elected by the trades, muft.
4 - fubmit to a form of an’eletion by the council before he be admitted one of their

body. Further, the magiftrates are elected only from the eleven guildrymen,

as.none of the two trades-counfellors.can be put on the leet when a magiftrate

: is'to be chofen. They are exprefsly debarred from this privilege. . From thefe
circumftances it is plain that the corporations have no voice in council. 24,

i The counfellors can and do eclect themfelves. Without enumerating them here,

it will be evident that many real and oppreflive grievances muft arife from fuch

‘ a government in this borough. In any comnunity, it muft both occafion and
prote& abufes of power. "Here all the borough revenue is-in the management
of a fet of men over whom the burgefles can have no .controul.  Their income,
and their property, is difpofed of, not only without their concurrence, but with-
out their advice. - To inftance one particular, the colle¢tor 'of cefs is chofen by

_the council. The cefs payable by the borough does not exceed L. § per month.
Eight months of this is L. 40 per annum. Now, ‘upwards of L. 60 is levied on

the inhabitants, . To whom is this overplus accounted for ? to the council, who, -

_ as already faid, will not account to the burgefles for this, nor for any thing elfe;; -
“nor inform them, either "of the amount of the revenue, or expenditure of the
borough. : S o o

R . .- Co et e

KIRKCUDBRIGHT. S
~ By the fet of this burgh, the magiftrates and council are bound‘to put out two
or three counfellors annually, and take in as many new ones in their room : But
this part of the fet has not been obferved ; for, -except at fome particular times,
When party-work run high, the-'council was continued without variation.  For ..

)

fundry 'years':paﬁ, there wére three of -the counfeflors who refided in England,

and, at this moment, two of them refide there.

As to the management of the revenues, the committee are totally in the dark.

“The accounts of the burgh have been demanded by the burgefles, and refufed ;

and two of the burgefles have made an application to Exchequer for exhibition,
which is ftill in dependence. ' .

D U N B A R

‘The fet is very contracted and d-éfpotié in its principles : For,

1m0, From the day of eleion not being fixed to a particular one on which

the ele@ion fhould always be held, and that the magiftrates are at liberty, at any

cime in three weeks running, to fix it at forty-eight hours warning, it is in their -

power, ftudying the circumftances of counfellors, old or new, who may be ob-
noxious to them, to difappoint them from being at the ele&ion, . o

2do, From the new counfellors being leeted, eleGed, and permitted to vote all

at once, and without having the opportunity of a moment’s fore-knowledge of

their chance of being elected, ground is given for a chance that the greateft part,

if not the whole, of thofe new counfellors, ‘may ‘often be out of the way when
fent for by the council the moment after the election, and thereby difappointed
of their votes for the magiftrates, ‘although it is highly expedient, - and feems
clearly to be the intention, that they thould always exercife that right to vote for
them. . . RN LT e s R B IR
"To fthow what ground this has given to flagrant abufe of power, it is only ne-
ceffary to mention, that the ‘magiftrates of this burgh, for thefe fixty years paft,

have managed. matters fo as to hold their offices for life: The -confequences -

‘whereof, from the ufe they have made of their power, has been very deftructive;
for no perfon who has ever yet eflayed to trade to any extent during the  period
before mentioned, in which this political power has been enhanced, but has gone
in a ftate of bankruptcy, to his grave, let his plan of family oeconomy and pru-
dence in the management of bulinefs be as commendable as poffible.. The-confe=
quence and credit refulting. from the difpofal of the political intereft of the town,
and the refources afforded by the management of the funds, having always fup-
perted thofe in power againft the others out of ir, maugre every effort in the
latter to remove the former, or to eftablith a proper counterpoife.

In the burgh of Dunbar, and the village of Belhaven, about half a mile to the
weftward of it, but ‘whichis within the liberties and royalty of the burgh, there

- were found to be 1992 inhabitants above eight years old in the month of Apil
1782, when the lift was taken up ; and, it is believed, the number is not fince

decreafed. ~ There are juft 100 refident burgefles, whereof - 5o are heritors in the

- burgh'; and it is thought proper to mention, that at prefent there are in Dunbar
oo bomn el T I = { S ; _ above -




.Eighty merks payable yearly By the ﬁi‘dériét@r'bf be)chje;nd out f,j ‘

(730:)

above 200 perfons qualified to be counfellors; and perfons in proportion qualified

- for holding the offices of the magiftracy, -iNo: guildry or incorporations, -

- from Martinmas 1784 to Martinmas 1785, TR

Account of the common good or paz‘r"-z'moﬁ)" of the 51¢rgb of Dunbar fortbc yédr

L.

The rent of the town’s mills at Weftbarns, - L. “"85 17

Ditto of the town’s cuftoms and impoft, - 90 © c9)
Ditto of the ballaft in the harbour, . . - . 4 2 6
Teind of the white fith and lobfters, - - 1§ o o©
Rent of the driven fea-ware for manure from the fea-fhore in
< the royalty, > - .. - o 20 oo
Ditto of the cutting ware for kelp from the rocks in the royal- - L
ty, including the driven ware at Belhaven water-mouth, alfo. .
belonging to the town, . -~ . = . 21t o
Ditto of the town’s lands called Weft Common, .. = . 16 o' o
Ditto of its lands called Forreft’s Lands; . . . . 16 0 o
" Ditto of its lands called Salt Greens,: - .. .=~ . § o o
Ditto of its lands called the Latchy: ;i .« = - . = - 20 0 o0
Ditto of its lands called Broxburn Gates, -~ = . ' 200"
* Feu-duty of Treafurer Johnfton’s dwelling-houfe, gardenyand L T
. lands adjacent, called Mill Quarter, feued to him, ..o 312. 0
The rent of .the town’s lands called Winterfield Gates, o 30 3
Rent of the town’s houfes called Sifters Girnels, and cellarskept =~
in the town’s own hand, butratedat - .- o= ooom X 12
Duty of lobfters brought into the harbour and exported, ' . 13 .0
‘Rent of the dung of the ftreets,.. . = . - - 40 O
Entry-money of -burgefles at an average, . . - . ....7.0
Stallengers fees averagedat .~ . = . - ... 3.0
Borough mail and feu-duties . = o= R T
Dry multure for Sir Peter Warrender’s lands of Baverageand . -« =

| ]
e
L

 ‘Broom park,: .

“of the community teinds, and which is given by the town to
-the kirk-feffion of Dunbar to purchafe the communion-ele~
MEOts, == - 4 8 10%
Dues of the town’s bells for burials, B I
Duty on ale by a& of parliament, after dedu&ing colleftors fa- -

“laries, L s e : ‘65°°
Teind of herrings averagedat =~ . .= . 7.9 o
Rent of the ftilliard, - -+ = =T 8 .0 o

~ could think it had been left blank for a

( 3% )

+“N. B, Befides the above fum, the thagifirates and-council hawve been wont, for
ithefe fome years pafty to lay on from L. 36 to L. 40 Sterling yearly
of cefs beyond the fum they pay to government, ' .

From Martinmas 1736 to Martinmas 1752, the rent of the town’s mills gra=
dually rofe from 1330 to 1790 merks Scots. Befides the mills at Weft-barns,
the town hac another mill at Belhaven, which grinded the malt, and greateft part
of the humel corn, belonging to the burgh and village of Belhaven, which is a
part of it. In the year 1743, a proper flour-mill with French ftones, and boult-
ing-mill, was ere@ed at Weft-barns ; and, ‘towards the end of the 1752, thefe
mills at Weft-barns were improven by the town at a great expence.

In the beginning of the 1753, an overture was made in council for taking into
confideration, whether Belhaven-mill fhould be longer employed for. the grind=
ing of corns or not; and, in the mean time, the lands belonging to it kept for
the maintenance of the mill horfe, and miller’s cow, were feued off to the trea-
furer, as mentioned in the foregoing ftate. Some weeks before Martinmas 175 3,
and before the overture before mentioned, as to Belhaven-mill, was determined
on, it was refolved in council, that the mills at Weft-barns fo improved, fhould
be fet-in tack for twelve years from Martinmas 1753. The a& of council to
this purpofe bears twelve years ; but that word is wrote upon an erafement, and
on a fpace between the foregoing and fucceeding words, fo little that no’ perfon .

r a word of fuch length, The roup took place
accordingly. . The mills at Weft-barns were fet for L. 83 : 17 : 9 Sterling, being
L. 15 Sterling below what they and Belhaven-mill together had fet for for the
foregoing year. The perfon .who took them reported at next. council, that he
had done it for the provoft, and then, and not till then, the overture of Belhaven-
mill was determined ; for it was then refolved, that this mill thould not be em-:

_ployed for the grinding of grain during the faid fet to- the provoft of Weft-barn’s
_ mills, fo they.had then for L. 83:17:9 Sterling what then brought L. 98

Sterling. -~ . . = , . o oo e
"~ After poflefling on this right for four years, the provoft prefented a petition to
the council, fetting forth his having ‘commenced a flour-manufa&ory ; and that,
for the better enabling them to go through with it,” fome improvements and al-.

' terations behoved to ‘be made on the mills, which they could not-make without

a prolongation of their. right of poffeflion, which they thereby craved. The
council (compofed chiefly of the menial fervants of the tackfinan, whofe family
have monopolized the civil and political power of* this town . to themfelves for
thefe 50 years paft), at once, and-without taking one moment to deliberate on
the matter, granted him a tack on the fame terms as he then poflefled, for three
nineteen years, with a breach to him at the end of every feven years of the two

laft nineteens ; whereas the town is bound for the whole time, .

The debt of Dunbar, which, at the commencement of the dilapidationl of the

mills in the year 1753, did not amount to L. o0 Sterling, has now come up to
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near L. 3000, notwithftanding of the great revenue before mentioned of the duty
" on ale, and large fubfcriptions raifed, from time to time, to defray the expence

of any heavy works that have occurred.

Difcharge or Expenditure of the Common Good of Dunbar.
Yearly falaries to the town’s fervants in the folloWing offices, viz.

Clerk, procurator-fifcal, grammar, Englith, and mathematical -
fchoolmafters ; town-officers, bell-man, "armourer, council-
houfe, and church feat keeper, &ec. - ‘L. 70

Minifter’s ftipend, e SR o

‘Feu-duties of the town’s mills, and Arch-prieftry and Saul-prieftry.

“teinds, I - : e :

Surplus teinds of Forreft’s lands, -~ - i -

Cefs of ditto, - - -

Town’s aqua, : - s -

Miffive dues, - S - A

Affeffors and commiflioners allowance, and clerks fees to the bo-- -

. roughs, o N o RS . ,’ . ‘_A - . 2.
* N. B. The cefs is not here charged,-as it is not taken into
the charge before written of the revenue.: It is'at prefent,

~and has been for this fome time paft,- about L. 43 Sterling as -
«charged by government: But .the council thought proper to = = -

"¢ -lay L.go Sterling on the inhabitants for it, “whereof only '

s
-

(933

©o0oom

acres of borough land, befides the whole tenements in itfelf -
and Bethaven: The worft tenement pays as much as the beft.’
“Every tenement and every acre of land pays juft tenpence per’
" annum_of cefs. Do e S e
Town’s annual proportion of expence of vagrant poor, averaged
cat T FE e
+ N.'B. The other expenditures of the town aré upon up-
holding the pier and harbour,: and the tolbooth, and other
‘houfes (being the fchoolmafter’s) of -the town, keeping the - *
- fireets in repair, and the town’s refervoir, wells, and water - . .
~ pipes, averaged at .o o= Toe Lo enii o 70
" The water was lately brought in, and alf the ‘fireets new .

L. 16 Sterling on property, although the town has about 6o = . .-

10 o

Copaved
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Revenue, - - . L. 553 10 %
Yearly expenditure, . - - 161 6 2
Surplus revenue, and yet L. 3000 of debt has been contralted, L. 392 4 3

D U M F R I E 3.

\

computed at about gooo. -
2. The heads of families, at about 850, o
3. The heads of familics of the feven incorporated trades, at-about 450
4. The merchants, brewers, writers, furgeons, and others following fome

1. The examinable perfons, from feg}en jearﬂs of age and upwards, may be -

branch of bufinefs, and not members of any of the incorporated trades, at about-

250, , v ,
5. Perfons not concerned in bufinefs, at about 150,

6. Perfons poffefled of real property, at about 160, exclufive “of tradef~

men: And, )
"= Tradefmen, poffefled of real property, at about 5o. - -
The numbers who have already avowedly declared for the reformation, a-

~mount to above 360, and more are yet expefted ; fo that,in reality, more than
‘one half of the inhabitants may be faid to wifh for it ; -for, as to the-incorporated -
trades, they are already as conftitutionally reprefented by their deacons conftant-

ly in council as they can defire. 'The merchant-part of the council are felf-

elected ; but it may be obferved -of the incofporated trades, that they at this day -
‘are, and all along from the time of their efetions have been, in the full exer=
cife and enjoyment of their original political privileges, which, it is. believed, is -
not the cafe with' many of the incorporated trades in other royal,borodghs ; and :

the commiittee believe it may be afcribed to this circumftance, that they are at li-

berty to make ufe of fire-arms; in a body, as often as they pleafe, in copfequence -
~ of a prefent of'a filver-gun from one of the ‘King’s of Scotland, - which' they -
~ fhoot for every third or fourth year, .and fometimes oftener ; and being thus in
a manner trained to the ufe of ‘arms, no attempts would be ever thought of, as -

to invading their political privileges and -independence. -

‘With regard to the common good and annual revenue of the borough ; the -

common good confifts of about 60 acres of land, yet unfeld and unfeued. Feu=

duties payable out of teinds feued—a kiln, and a fet of water-mills, for flour,
barley, and meal, and a waulk-mill, and oak bark-mill, and a covered meal-mar--
ket, flefh-market, falt-market, and weigh-houfe, council-chamber, court-houfe, .

and {chool-houfe, and certain duties and cuftoms, which in all may be ftated at

“about L. 1500 Sterling. The extent of land originally granted to this borough -

was confiderable ; bus the greateft part of it has been, at different times, feued
: : - out .

s o,
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out for a very trifling feu-duty ; and, whilft the greateft part of the land is thus
gone from the common good of the borough, the debts contracted, and ftill ow-
ing, are pretty confiderable. N

With regard to the adminiftration of the revenue, the committee cannot charge
thofe prefently in office with - cither negle@ or embezzlement ; and they believe

the town council is now in ufe of caufing their treafurer and chamberlain- make -

up and render annually an account of the income and expenditure, though they
do not render any fuch, or indeed any account to the Exchequer, or to the com-

* munity, nor has any fuch account been demanded of them- -

P I N G W A L L

Council 15. The old council choofe the new; only,. by the fet, the coun-
fellors muft all refide within the town.  From among the new counfellors, the
old counfellors choofe the provoft, bailies, dean of guild, and treafurer. A lift
of the names of fome of the prefent counfellors of Dingwall will fhow how

the fet of the town has been departed from: in pra&ice.—George M‘Kenzie -

ounger of Pitlundy, refiding two miles out of town, is youngeft bailie ; dean

| of guild Colin M‘Kenzie of Mountgerald, refiding three miles out of town;

Patrick Reid, fa&or in Tulloch, treafurer, refiding about a mile -out of town ;
John M‘Kenzie of Avoch, three miles from town; Captam,]at_nes Monro of
Jeananich, ‘twelve miles from town; Sir George Monro .of Pontzfield, fixteen

“miles from town; Duncan Mounro of Culcairn, fourteen miles from town; John

- Grant, fa&or on Fairntofh, three’miles.from town ; the Honourable Da\fid Rofs

. of Ankerville, one of the judges of the Court of .Seflion ; Duncan DaV}dfon of

Tulloch, refiding in'London ; Sir Hector Monro of Navaar, {ometimes in Lon-
don, and fometimes in India. ~

Guildry in 172§, by roll, confifled of 10 perfons, At Martinmas 1743, they

: confifted of § perfons. At prefent,. there is here no diftin@ion between guild-
brethren and other inhabitants. . Heritors in this borough are generally burgef-

fes. - Incorporations, properly none at all in this .borough.. The whole trades . '

(3500

B A  §& '{ ¥ ¥,

:Council, By the prefént fet, confifts of 17, two of whoni from the trades. The
.old council- choofes the new; but, by the fet, four only of the old can be re-
~.eleCted ; and the whole muft, by the fet, be fubftantial burgefles, merchants, or

traffickers, bearing all charges: But the fet has, in pra&ice, been departed from

“in both ‘thefe particulars. - Eight, inftead of four,. of the old council have been
"“continued ; and, inftead of refident burgefles, the councils, at leaft a majority
~of them, have been compofed of country gentlemen, writers, lawyers, and offi-
.cers of the army. = =~ i R T S TR T S »

Guildry, about 6o. . Heritors refident, and not guild-brethren, about 15, In-
corporations fix.* The refident members of the - whole about 84. Inhabitants,
between 2300 and 3000. If the propofed reform fhould take place, the num-
ber of eletors in Banff will be upwards of 300, befides the trades.

I. N V. E R U R Y.

: Counml 'The council éqnﬁiié at‘prefé,nt,‘ and has confifted for many yeafs
- paft,: of nine perfons.  Thefe nine perfons annually ele&t themfelves, or others,

fo that fome of them have ‘been about .36 years in office.  The provoft at pre-
fent refides {ix miles from town ; and one of the counfellors 14 miles. A ma-
jority of this felf-eleGted council ele@s the member of parliament; and fome-

“times that majority confifts entirely of mon-refidenters ; which was the cafe in
- the laft parliamentary eletion. Guildry, §2 in number.  Heritors: There are
"no heritors who are not burgefles. Incorporations, none. Inhabitants, about

.350{ }

S A N Q U H A ‘R

\

“Council.  The céﬁnéil‘céglﬁﬁ-s of 17, who, by the fet, fhould be x;eﬁdet'lt'cr's;

’z lately joined in one body, to raife a fund to fupport their poor. This aflo- ! s of : 7 the ) :
| : lcl;;fmf i: }gajued the fociety (51‘7 the United Trades of Dingwall; and every heri- ‘bur, in fad, feven of them have refided ‘at Edinburgh, and elfewhere in the

~tor. burgefs, and inliabitant, with a few exceptions, are members of it.  Inha- ccountry, very diftant from the town.  The council, annually, eleds itfelf or -
» bit;nts about s00.  But the houfe-keepers, paying public burdens, amount’ - others, “The preflent junto has done fo"conftantly for about 11 or 12 years. ‘
f “onl t(; about 88 perfous. P ‘ B o , Guildry 28.. Incorporations five ; and members conneéted with them, about 70, ;
j vy N ‘ Heritors, who are not burgefles, 12. - Inhabitants, about 1go males. = f ;
3 o : .. BANTFF e i
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.of other councils 40 miles diftant.

( 36 )

ANSTRUTHER EASTER.

Council- By the fet of this borough, the whole council fhould be compofed
of burgefles, being merchants, and other tradefmen ; but, for many years paft,
four or five members of the council have refided out of town, and are members .
| ‘The council confifts of three bailies, a trea-
furer, and 1§ counfellors. The bailies and council, annually, ele& four new
counfellors, in place of four old counfetlors who go out. The three bailies and
treafurer are’ annually eleGed by a pole of the whole burgefles, from leets given
Ly the-old bailies and old treafurer. Guildry, none. Heritors, who are not
lwrgefles, about fix. Incorporations, none. ~ Inhabitants, paying public burdens,
about 105. The committee do not mention the number of other inhabitants.

C R A I L.

For fifty years paft the fet of the borough has been totally difregard‘éd. | Ma-
giftrates have been continued for 4o years; and the counfellors are taken in with

- no view but to ferve the ruling party, - No guildry ; ‘nor heritors not burgeffes.

Incorporations, feven in number. ‘The members are about 84+ - Inhabitants,

. that-are burgefles, and moftly heritors, are 85; and feafaring men 40. -

s T R A N R A E R

There has not been a provoft in office refiding in this borough for many years °
paft; no, not in the memory of the oldeft inhabitant here. S
Our provofts have commonly been perfons whofe intereft and refidence were
‘at 40 or 5o miles diftance; and, at times, a perfon whofe refidence was in a fo-
reign country. Query, How can one not perfonally prefent take the oath de
fideli ?- This mode of conduc has not only been a great ofs to the diftreffed in-
“habitants of this boroughi, but to the very magiftrates themfelves, who were not
perfe@ly knowing in the law, or-in the liberties and properties of royal bo-
- roughs; all of which have proven deftru&ive both to purfuer and defender, viz.
“the inhabitants of this borough; all which we impute moftly to the want of
‘a fupreme magiftrate refiding in the borough, who, no doubt, may be found,’
“but not to the fatisfa&tion of all prefently concerned. S .

~Our magiftrates, &c. are chefen annually, and at the infligation of a certain

nobleman in this neighbourhood. ~ If they anfwer his defigns, they are conti-

nued, or re-eleQed, from father to fon, for the fpace of twenty years, to. our

B Alfo, |

own knowledge,
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- Alfo, the public: funds are exhaufted in a manner not known to the inhabi-

“tants, who, notwithftanding, are liable to pay additional taxes, and towns debts,

at the will of the magiftrates. =~ =~ ~
. As to our minifter, we think it does not fuit him well to be a counfellor. He

s the firft of his coat that.ever we. underftood was a counfellor; but, indeed,

him who made him our minifter makes him a counfellor. .-Alfo,. we think he is
too heavy metal for the reft of his brethren in the council, b‘e'ing fo much in the
favours of the nobleman, our patron ; and, farther, we think it is an irreparable
lofs to himfelf, . as well as a difadvantage to his parifh, , Qur town’s counfellors

are all tenants to the forementioned ‘nobleman, It may be of fervice -to them-

lelves ; but we are of opinion it is pernicious .to the public management of our
borough affairs; and, through the power of a certain party having the manage-
ment of the public affairs of this borough ‘without' controul,,‘they/have utterly
neglected and paffed over each. liberty and property, except thofe which fuit
their own advantage. = As to our town clerks; the firft we fhall mention, being
this nobleman’s facor, lived ten miles from the borough. He was emp]ofed as
clerk to the borough for the fpace of thirty years, and, at his deceafe, or foon
after, was fucceeded by the prefent faor, who lives three miles diftant from

the borough, and has juft now fubflituted. one under him. It is our opinion,

P I Sy

that the town’s clerk fhould be a refidenter in town, chofen annually, and con-

~ tinued according to his behaviour, -

_We farther complain, that our: tax-mafters are _'ch‘o’féh bythennglﬁmcy

They are men of their. own fa&ion ; and they continue them for a number of

years running, without giving the other rb_i}fgeﬁ"'és their regular turn of that im=
portant office, which concerns the whole inhabitants. - - ‘ -

S

L.OCHMABTEN

. The very improvident manner in which our public funds have been managed
fgr‘__tlgg‘fe_la(‘t&g@ years, and - the very wretched ftate of the police of our town,
determined us to grafp at the firt opportunity to attempt to avail ourfelves of
our privileges, and to look a little .into the fituation of our own affairs. It was

our firft bufinefs’ at the beginning of . this reform, to lay down our fyflem on

of that very important objed. ..

~ There is no particular authenticated fet of our borough which we can learn
of ; but, by charter from King James VI." 24th July, 1612, the tight of elec-
tion appears to have been in the burgefles and inhabitants, = Our prefent number .
of counfellors does now, and has for a number of years back, confifted of fiffecn.
The following ftate, taken from the .old council books, will thow how far the

council confifted of perfons conne@ed with the town by refidence," property,
&c, . Since the year 1718, till anno 176?{ it appears, that one third of our coun-~
A c : - Cedl

.

general principles; and- we hope to retain fuch a difpofition till the attinment -

‘b:‘.‘:“:‘. bty
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il has confifted of i\dblcrﬁén‘a’nd géntléméﬁ in the country, holdidg, >'6‘§‘c’7c3h'i‘7(§:,__
the different offices fuch as, Sir William Johnfton of Weftethall, William Mar-

quis of Annandale, James Lord Johnfton, George Kennedy of Healbeaths, Ga~ "
vin Johnftone of Elfhietheild’s, Mr John Henderfon® of Broadholm, Robert

" Hendetfon of Cleugh-heads,” all of which were proprietors in the town, but did’

not keep theéir refidence therein  The other perfons after “"vnarrli.éd"_held different -
offices in the borough during the above period, but were neither proprietors not.
refidenters, viz. Mr James Johnfton in Wefterhall, Mr Robert Foord chamber-’

lain to the Marquis of Arnandale, William Johnftone of Corhead, Lord John -

Hope, Sir Thowas Kirkpatrick, Charles Erfkine Lord Tinwald," Mr William'

Kirkpatrick brother to Sir Thomas, Sir Robert Lowrie, Mr James' Maxwell

chamberlain to the late Duke \of»‘Qxl‘een{berry,*Wil!ia‘m‘Jghﬁ{’cpn'_‘of_‘L'dékétbyi,i"

Sir Alesander Jardine, Sit William Maxwell of Springkell,’ Mr William Hetries
of Haldykes: ~And, from 1760, to 1765, it appears, that Mr James Maxwell at

Rofs, Mr Carruthers of Dormont, fattors to the late Duke ofﬂ@éenfbei‘i’y', and

- Mr George Clark, late Sit George Clark, and the late Mr George Muir ‘writer to’

the fignet, and both refiding in Edinburgh, are the only perfons during that period
that bore offices in the council,"and were unconneéted by property or refidence.’
Since anmo 1763, to the prefent time, the council has moftly confifted of perfons

“in the town; but, it will be obferved, that the -gentlemen laft mentioned were

always brought in under the influence of other great men; -and, even now, the'

- prefent fet of our counfellors, who - (by the.bye) are’ fure moft of them to be

people of the lowelt rank, and meaneft capacities, in the town, felf-ele&téd per=
fons, - who are ftill under the whip of his Grace the Duke of Queendbeiry, and

_other great men, whereby, in exprefs ‘contradi@ion to the interels of the com=.

munity, or the public police of the town, nothing but juntos are kept up.

“ Divided, joined, the Jame eternal canfe” . . . B Ll
“he amount of the annual revenue of this town'is at prefent-about L. 81: 10:0

Sterling. Prior to the year 1760, the revenue per annum was only about L. 15

v

- Sterling ; and all the burdens the town was under at that.period was only about

- our prefent fet of counfellors can account for this it is impoffible to']

L: 50 Sterling. - About the year 1770, the revenue increafed to about L:'s 4 per
annum, when it is reported their debts, alfo increafed to about L. 300 Sterling.
Anno 1778, the revenues amounted to the préfent income; and, what is exceed-
ingly alarming, fince that period, and particularly within ' thefe laft five years,”

h Cers

the debts of this community have Jwelled to upwards of L.'1300 Sterling. "How

purpofe. ~To'no public:good has that mgi,d‘ée'}‘r"].?é:e?if;';:i;‘ipli;e,rd;;'A’O:r}:'gl_l;é;.éo'q‘tr‘ar};‘; we
believe we caf with confidence affirm it has been profiituted to the worft of pur-
pofes, in driiking, and being more than ‘once compelled, by law, 1o pay large’
fums, in confequence of their mal-adminiftration’in ‘office, - If matters are per-
mitted to continue in the prefent courfe of management, additional taXes muft'b

B T T e T T P g
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: h ace or | 1 le to Jearn. " We '
liive more than once, within thefe two years, made a requifition to know, to no

MATERAS B TN
s muft be.
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levied for inftant fupply; and the property of the burgefles muf, in the d, be
afiected for the defivencide . D openY O Fe UEETe WU Tn e nd, >¢
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If the prefent plan “fhall take place, we befleve we mayhave bethxtgs and

110 qualified voters, including the prefent council. _The inhabitants are about
751 ; incorporations, five ; members of them, exclufive of journeéymen, &e. is

about 83.  We are certain that every perfon in the town is a friend to the re-
form, except 14 of the prefent council, and about four or five {mall tradefmen,

~who are tools of the prefent fet; and who, though they fay they would rejoice
-to fee areform’ take. place, yet, fo much are they the hoby horfes of the office

bearers, that they dare not avow their fentiments above board. . This account of
our friends and enemies we are the more certain of, as we took care to certify
otr approbation and willingnefs by figning a paper to that purpofe.
‘The revenues of our borough’are on the verge of bankruptey. Added to all
this, our prefent fet of magiftracy and counfellors, who we lament, areé moft of
them of the loweft rank in town, feem to glory at its impending.ruin; and, as
fome of the leaders of them moft ftoically exprefs, * Lets have our time, we
“ walue not what become of it afterwards;” a profpe& we look at with heart=
felt forrow, They do-not ftop heréy however, for % ruin us all,” is their theme.
In the 1782, our prefent council; {for few alterations have been made fince),
thought proper to allocate to themfelves, and a few of their favourites, the re~
mains of an extenlive commonty, at an under feun-rent, to the exclufion of al=
moft the whole heritors befides: " This tfdnfa&icén we thought proper to bring

under review of the Court’of Seéffion, by redu@ion. It is ftill undetérmined; '

though the only profpec they had- was to weary us out of it, by fighting us
with preliminaries, out of the public funds, and draining us; out of our:-private
pockets. - SRR P L

* ‘Qur expence ‘has been indé¢d great; more than we were .well able to bear ;
. ~ N - . . [ .
but the juftnefs of our caufe prompts us to perfevere§ and we have now the

hopes of a fpeedy and favourable decifion. * .

‘We forgot to mention, that, eight months ago, we fent out member of par-

Tiament a copy of our petition, figned, and a lift of adherers, &c.; and wrote

him moft explicitly, and at for}gj_c;aggh\: “Civility gave us reafon to expe& an

anfwer ; but as yet we have hdd none,
. - . /

" NOTE.—From the proceedings in the before mentioned procefs, it appears that
the lands which the town-cotncil had feued out among themlelves, for a yearly

feu-duty of L. 16 Sterling, contained 185 acres, and were worth at leaflt four .

times that f_uvr'nv. ~The profecutors judicially offered, that, if the lands fhould be
fet up to roup for a nineteen years leafe, they would -begin the roup with an

offer of L. 48 Sterling of yearly rent. The town-council defend them/{clves by

faying, that fome of the profecutors, when in office many years ago, had feued
out to themfelves a confiderable portion of the property of the towa for a feu-
T B o ’ duty
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“ - duty equally inadequate.  No decifion. has yet been pronounced..  In this cafe;
:‘ ‘the profecutors do’ not reft their title folely on their . right as private ;burgefles,
. but on the right of fervitude, by which the proprietor of each houfe in the town

1s entitled to fend a certain number of cattle to the commonty, which will be

greatly impaired by the late alienation,
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