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Member of the Houfe of Commons

Upon the Qe{hon

How far the late Act- againft the 1mmoderate
Ufe of Spirituous Liguors may affe@ the
Propemes of all the People.

< 'Rcmember, 0 my fnemls, tbe laws, the rfgbts,
The gen'rous plan of pow'r deliver'd down,

. From age to age, by your renown'd Forefathers, -
- (8o dearly bought, the price of fo.much bood ) -
. O let it never perifh in your hands! :

: Bzzt pzozfﬂy trarzjmzt it 1o your cl::ldren.

L [0} N D O N
B Prmted for] WILFORD at the Three Flower—d'c Iure:, behmd :

A:I\ -
i Sracide renid

et e

the Chapter Houfe, in St Pauls Church-Yard. 1737. Pr.§d, | "




 CONSIDER'D:."

In a Letter to @ Member of PARLIAMENT.

==\ H E lines Iam honour’d with
_from your country- feat " oblige

“me to fay, the Act which gives.
| “their fubjeé is. apprehended to
E=——==2] contain a chain of confequences,
which‘may extend to the properties of all

- the people; though it is naturally and poli-

e

+ tically impoffible: that fhould be the inten-

tion of its authors. RO |
~ | B Ir
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I this is a juft way of thinking, it
fhould furnith an employment to every ones

thoughts, there being no man in the king- .

dom but what has a concern in it for all
that he is worth, -and.in himfelf, or his ‘po-

JRerity, muft be affefted by the confequences

in the falnefs of that time which may bring

them forth, -

" EVERY frader is to be confider’d as a

man of a property in pofleflion, and a pro-

perty’ in reverfion, and from the effeét the

a&t ‘will have upon the Diffillers, we may
reafon to the effet it may have upon the

~ properties of all the people.

" THE 'property in pofleflion. of a Dviﬂiﬁlk?‘ s

is in the #rade “which gives him ‘the bread -
of the day; and-in the flock, bui/dings and
utenfils by which' the trade is to be fup-

ported ; and his property in - reverfion is in
the profits that are to be made of it in the
time to come. = : Lo
" Tuis is the {pecies of property that is un-
derftood. in the giving a fum of -prefent
money for the good-wil/ of a houfe's and the
{ame governs the condutt of a father .in

binding a fon to along fervitude, and giv-

ing apart of his prefent fortune for the
myftery of the trade he binds him to ;- for
in parting with prefent properties, properties
in reverflon muft be underflood, that from

future profits the fums fo given may return

with intereft,”

-Tuo?

(7)

Tuo’ the property in réverfion is of doubt-

ful, and undetermin’d value, the eftatés of
our gentry may convince themof ds gréat

~neceflity for regatd to this patt-of 2 mat’s

property, as for any fpecies of  property now

_exifting amongft us; there being but few
eftates but what had their foundations laid -
- in this part of the propersy of a trader.

. Ag an eftate in'land is nothing bt the

‘bread of him that’ poffefles  it, that ttade
‘which gives a man bread, is an eftate of
equal value to any meafure of land  chat

produces no more than it does or may doj
and that law has made that trade a property
which is acquir'd by nioney and fervitude, ap-
‘pears in the provifion it makes againft fuch

as would come into it without thé money

and fervitude others have given for it.

 Tue condition by which a trader cones

into his property, make it come the deareft
of ‘all others, excepting that which comes
by the hardeftlabour, or through the rifques
and perils of the feas ; for he purchafes it
with afum of meney; by fevén years fervi-
‘tude in the beft part of hislifes by many
incidental hardfhips within the fame, and a
continual application of mind and body  to
'p'erfev&' him in the way he is to come into

As the property that is acquird by the

- d*aii'y' fétig‘ge of -body. and ‘mind; and the

‘ha zard of a-realftock, is naturally, it fhould

B2 | be
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be politically diﬁingﬁiﬂled for the ‘:ﬁrﬁ .in

- honeur, it being by induftry that the com-
~mon flock was made, is maintain’d, and
into_which every induftrious man cafts many -

pounds for every one he receives in’ recom-

ence of his labour, and cannot ferve him- .

felf but by endeavours all men are the bet-

‘ter for, nor enjoy a quiet hour under a vine ..
he can call his own, till the clock is almoft -

ready to ftrike the laft he has to live. But, -

-~ "THE man that is born to an eftate, comes

iinto it without the trouble of -a fingle
thought ; begins in eafe ; labours not -for

the benefit of others, - but riots upon the
fatigue of thofe that went before him, and -

rarely feels any thing but what is ingender-
ed by his own excefles, and are the offlpring
olf the moft corrupted-part of thé mind. . So

. Ir his propé;:tj were aﬁe&ed, even tothe

Tofs of the whole, he would lofe that which
_coft him . nothing, . when he who lefes his

. property in trade, “lofes the labour and : the

- ftrength of his youth, the fatigue of . his

" ’mind, and the means by which, as he be-
- got. that, ‘he might ‘beget more, uponan

.induftry that is.of publick as well as pri-

-vate advantage.

T judge of the cfelt the A& may have

- . upon the preperties of others, we are to en-
- .quire into the effe&t it will have upon the

properties of the Diffiller,- whofe property,

¢ing

-

B
25 .
gl .

(9)
being as facred as a’nyit\nan’s, cannot be in-.
jur’d without danger to the body of which

“he is a member, as he comes within the de- -

nomination of a proprietor. .

"A . part of a man’s real fOl’tUnebemggl- ,

ven for the myftery that makes him a Di-

fHiller, his trade is bought with ‘his money,

as well as by his fervitude;; | and fuch as the

A& fhall deftroy as they are Diffillers; in

that part of their fortunes which was given

for the trade, it muft deftroy as they are

proprietors.

A larger parl_:afbf'his fOrtﬁrie lies in the |

 buildings and utenfils that are only proper
~ to that profeflion, but as they capnot return

to money under this eclipfe of bufinefs, the

greater part of the utenfils may be confign’d

to the fire, and that part of his fortune eva-

porate in {moke.

PO ihe reftof his fortune is in the liguid
Srock, the price this may fink it to beneath

what it did bear, will be like the fall of =

. rh_one{y, when a man may lie down with 2

‘¢houfand pounds, and find them but feven

ond what chis may deprive him of he can-

or.eight hundred when he is to rife again, =

“not be a proprietor in. .

B Iwess ‘aro the ways by. which their pro-

'pértie‘:in pofleflion will be . affefted,’ arl;dgof L

i

perties in reverfion muft endure the feverer

fate of a final diffolution, and their end will

g

thofe the A& fhall totally reduce, their pro-




(IO.)

make it worfe with thofe who havéb'ut new-

IYembarkedd_\elr fﬁftl’lﬁes“ TS
3 ey HLCE 10] in th
than if they had never had 4 beginning, »

outd render them capable of doing jaftice.
childron srecitors, and of providing for the
D they are ‘to leave behind them dr
. ’ a 1 » A 1- g
their deaths, . ond them ac
nef ; gﬂany of their appy entices muft'be fo
it oo end of their fervitude, as to riake
C too late to indent 4gain tosanothdr: profefs

: (SRR

fion, the money given for the trade will be

1o, many yeais of cha . oC trade will
O man yealjs‘of the man’s tinfe defirgi.
od,. and he deprivd of a way by which g

cad might be made; for if'hé was to jn.

“dent again, his head v uld bé turnine oo
before he could béggg;vt? vae. farning grey

JENTLEMEN hive ficd their' younger

Tons in ‘the trade,  expe@ing thaje > 1 2
'S 10 the trade, expecting their induies
fhould mmake it as valuable to them a5 it had

been: to many that wert before them ; bue

after a part of their fortunes given, with fe.

B

geq years fgrv;tuc?e to a trade’ their fiityia
opes Wyre‘founaed"}n‘,*gn‘d” their refidial

§>rftur? es pla;c’ii in ftocks 6 make them "trac
ders for themfelyes,- like the fword of 4.

- ander upor CGordinm Trame el AT
s }tlp\%n_the G&f{.’ll[lﬂ.]\.not, the' A& curs
thro’ the fortunes, and futnre dependencies

of

~

Ir-it Thould bew;‘th' fomé of thém s with

(11)

of the young gentlemen , -and. depriving
them of the ufe of their hands, “they are
left to the courtely of  a world which refufes
bread to fuch as cannot labour for it. - -

~ Ir the providence of the'A&;, had com-
prehended an equivalent to the breach it will
make into their properties; it would not have
feem’d fo formidable to the properties of the

reft of the people, tho’ it fhould force them
upon an exchange of property that mightnot

every way confift with the notion we have of

freedom. S e
To this, Sir, you have faid, ¢ The A&

“ only regulating the manner of ufing the
“ trade, and allowing "2 liberty of trading
‘¢ in any other way in our “corporations, it

“ “conflitutes an eguiva\/ent to the lofs it may

“ bring upon fome, and makes no'invafion

“ upon:the property of the trader.

Jhops, or condemn * their fPocks, buildings or

utenfils to lofs, butif it indire@ly effeéts alt

this in fuch as it thall reduce, it will be the
{ame to them as if it was done in the ‘moft

dire& way ; - for ‘the difference will be no "

mote than is between a duty too high for

any body to pay, and’ a prohibition‘ of.'the

commodity. that thall be loaded with ity and

- adifference in the form, when there is none
in the thing, no body can be the better for. -

Ir the marketting our grain was under
a parliamentdry reftrition that’ fhould : re-
B ' duce

TrEe ‘A& does not diretly thut up "'thfeiff |

AT IS R
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it their being fav’d as they are proprictors,

and it would be the political intereft of the
publick to repair the damages they thould
receive for it’s fervice, ‘it" being impoffible
it fhould receive a benefit frofn the deftruc-
tion of ‘a Diffiller, that would be equal to
“the damages it muft receive from the de-

O R W S i

B (12) :
duce half our tillage, the proprictors of our

“arable lands would find one ‘half of them the
fame as_if they were taken from them in-
| ‘the moft dire@ way ; for lands made barren
R by a refiraint a law fhall impofe upon . the
il | commodity : they would . produce, . muft be

Blvaltninoy s T

T A e T

unworthy of ‘the name of a property under
the lofs ‘of. that Jiberty from whence they -
receive.their valae; nor is there any fpecies
of property but what may be indireéily af-
fected, as much to the prejudice of the pro-
prietor, as if the property was to be no more -
A invafion upon their properties appears
" to have been underflood in the making of

 As it is by the voice of equity, itis by
the order of nature, that ‘a man expedts to -
_be heard, when he calls upon the. publick |
for the reparation of fuch damages as he
 receives for is fervice; nor is there any -
‘thing more reafonable than that his da-
*“mages fhould be repair’d by the hand he
‘veceives them from; for in refufing it, the
publick would bring a’deftrution upon her
W members that muft finith in felf mur-
der.
T Wiiat you efleem an equivalent to the
" lofs the A& will impofe upon them, feem-
“ing as fhort of it as.a grain of fand would
be to a quarty of the fineft marble, 1 ask
leave to offer my thoughts uponit. -~
- % Tug A& providing no further, than that
all corporations all be open to the fifferers,
that in any other way they may tradein
them . without interruption, the equivalent
you think of; confifts in the zhirty pounds a
. freedom may be bought for in any corpora-
timof the kingdom.

‘the A&, by the /iberty given for their trad-

”

ing in our corporations ; for .that makes an

exchange_of property, it being only proper
- to the Diftillers to receive the benefit of it;

'l | but if areftraint upon the Diffillery, could
| be a benefit to which private interefts ought
 mot tobe oppofed, it would not be a benefic

to a free people, that would be equal to the’

" damage they muft receive from the damage
without. a  valuable

| “of any ‘one’s property. W LV
| confideration made to the proprietor ;. for as

| that is fuperior to all; other damages there

% ~ can be no good but what muft be  inferior
i . 1r it be for the good of . the .publick
| .

|

]

CYRRCEE N s

. they thould be deftroy’d. as they are Dzffil-
~ lers, the publick would have a greater good
S : ; in.

— ]
P .
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- Ir the Diftiller in the lofs of his Buﬁnéfs ,
the lofs upon his flock, his buildings, his u~

zenfils, his feven years fervitude; the money
given to learn the trade, and thelofs of that

~ time in which he might have learn’d ano-

ther, was to lofe no more than thirty pounds,

‘the bufinefs could not deferve his attendance,
- nor the lofs of it the leaft of his complaints; -

but as his lofs will exceed that to 'a degree

that allows of no comparifon, - it is not to.

be call’d an equivalent. And,

 Taar the priviledge will be of no value

to the fufferers, is.too apparent to be

-brqught to the queftion, and as that will
| fhew itfelf, they may feem compell’d 'to

part with their a// for nothing, which, in an
att of the higheft court of the kingdom;

~ might flare i:hff queftion, Whether ‘amongft
a free people, -it might look like a pointin
time from whence they may date the lofs of

their liberties ? o S
It is almoft impoffible for a man. to be-
gin a bufinefs in any town in E’fzg‘la}z‘d,thaé

is not already follow’d by others in the fame
place, and if he was to fix a thoufand pounds

in a bufinefs he ic a firanger teo, oné educa-

ted in it that may be interefted againft him
W:lth two;hundred pounds ftock would bripg, |
his thoufand to nothing,and be wealthy when

he muft not eat but by the charity of others ;

for if this difference was not, what couldju-

flify a man’s condud in giving money, and a
- : fervitude

| (15) |
fervitude of feven years, to perfe&t him in
the thing he would profefs ? .

Besipes the difadvantage ‘of his.ig‘no-

. rance in the thing he is to live by, the
-men already eftablifh’d in the fame way, ha-
_ving engag’d the intereft of the towns they

are in, would bring a very bad time upon

the firanger, tho’ he was to know the bufi-
~ nefs as well as they ; for the knowing, or

not knowing a trade, is the fame thing to

~ one who has not. an intereft in men by which -
he may have food fromit.: ...

. Bzsiprs thefe a man can no more trade

without a ffock than a fbip can fail without

2 wind, and as the A& will bring a final

]

~ diffolution upon the- properties of:fome of

them, and too great a redution upon others
to allow of . their trading in .a‘n”y‘other way,

- the telling them they may trade after their

flocks are taken from them, - does no more

than remember them of the drick that was

made without ffraw. -+

As the A& withdraws the kmg’s protec-

“tion from their properties, it :is the fame to
them as if it was withdrawn from their. per-
* fons, a man’s life being of no value to him
after that is remov’d by which he thould .

live; and as the want of fuch protection

 brings 2 man within the article of a civil
* death, it may be efteem’d an unufual deve-

rity they fhould be excluded the common .
. - Cwiz . bepefit

AT e g




 benefit of a t‘ryal ﬁpon. the quetftio

"hat

N,
they have done to deferve iR
+ I is a melancholy thing to think of their
béing tacitly cut off*from their ‘bread and

their country, as rotten branches from . the.
“tree that bore: them, and fent adrift like

thips broken'from their anchors, . fome upon
the waves - of  the greateft uncertainty, -and

“othérs upon thofe of ‘inevitable - deftruttion ;

and if they thould be cut off from the means

“fo live in their oWwn country, by thofe who

“reprefent them in it by their own {uffrages,

‘it would be no {mall aggravation  to the fe- -

“yerity; becaufe it would  catry their proxi-
~‘mate confent to their own deftruttion. - -

- A¢ there is'no law againft which they

have tranfgrefs’d, if they were to be forcd,
from ‘a focial right they are born to as their

--only fecurity for life, or the means by which

they are to live, it would be a pfecédz"nf we

‘ought to pray for the ‘repeal of,- becaufe pu-
‘nithments without tranfgreffions muft deprive
~ the world of its inhabitants, 2. <7000

-+ A's"the intention of the ‘At is agéiﬁﬁ»’én

- intemperance that is not in the Diffiller, but
-in the indifcretion of * thofe that - drink : too

- much, if for the intemperance of ‘others,

* the' Diftiller were to be deftroy’d as he'isa
praprictor, the Cutler céuld deferve no lefs

for.fawords and “knives being’ inftrumental in

“smurders, 00

Taw Vintner kills as many with his boszle
L ‘ o Tooas

~ difficulty in'finding the profits thatarife from -
a2 known quantity. of the liquor. . cAnd, ..

+-Tug prefent gain of each being known,
- the .yearly lofs the A& may- impole ;upon

. Tus- would not be fo hard.;vn;ploﬁ_i;‘tvh’é;.‘

(17)

“as the Diftiller with his. dram ; -and an in-.

temperance in meat deftroys as many as an.

intemperance in drink, . but it is to be hop’d
the properties and Josial. rights of the Vint-

ner, the Butcher ;and others, will never be -

the price at which other men fhould have
their health ;- forif one man’s property fhould
' be accountable for the intemperance of ano-
ther, all muft. be as unfortunate as the un-

~happy. people_w,e_;fpeakqf. e

that you thiok the A& has provided, may-
be remov’d without oppreflion to thofe that.
-may have the doing it; for by the furvey of
_a Diftiller, itis known what quantity of li-

‘quor he makes, and there will be no great

- Your difficulty about other equ wlent than

- them will thew itfelf, and their lofles accu-

* 'mulated will prove the amount .of. the

;

‘whole ; andif what a man now. gets in that

- bufinefs, iS-.What he might get -in the time

_ 'to come,: that may be call’d: his - property -
" Vin reverfion; and by .an. impoit - too {mall
- for the complaint of any. that may .pay. to

- it,. the breach into their, prefent properties

- might be répair’d, and an equivalent found ‘ |

to - their properties in reverfion. . -

publick ag-it. may feem in its firft ‘appea-
- . rance,

s e i s s .

Y
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rance, ‘for the mortality of each year will

reduce the number of thofe that will be

reduced by the A&, and the yearly fum to

be paid, would diminith as they fhould di-

minith, and with them, expire in a few
years. - - | S

[

“As no fax has been laid upon‘ the 'pe'ople’
but for the fupport of government, and the

~defence of their properties, as was always

the reafon given for a war, and fuch im-.
pofts as were laid to maintain it, atax in

“this cafe, may be for the more immediate:

defence of the»ptpperties that may pay. to-

it 5 for if no equivalent be given for the
' properties the A& may deﬁroy,‘ it may be.

efteem’d that our properties are already in-
vaded ; but the wars we have maintain’d,
were enter’d -into upon diftant.views,  that
were only prefumptive, and might finith in
miftake. S RN

- As the damages of . the fufférers will be
as real as‘thofe ‘that come by fire, which
are always’ repair’d by the publick, though

they are not receiv’d for its fervice, unufu-

ally deplorable muft -be their- fate, if nei-

- ther the compaflion that favours the unfor-

tunate ; nor the equity that “is naturally
common to- all men; nor the concern our

propetties-have ‘in their cafe, fhould mdke
~a way to their relief; for if they were of a

fpurious race, it-could not be expelted

‘they fhould be deliver’d up to all manner

‘of

~

(19)

of feverities bjf the'mothgr. who b}ohghg: |

. Tuo’ -the intention of the A& has a ten-

- dernefs for the health of the people, yet if

the way of laying the reftraint upon the Di-
Sftillery, affe@s the prefent properties of thofe

that are to fuffer by it, it naturally begets

the queftion, Whether it may not be a leader
2o fome future act, or. alls, that may affett

the prapértie; of all the peqp/e_ \z'z_z' a gmdua}'

I find it in your letter, ¢ That asthe
¢ like - neceflity can hardly occur again,

¢ there can be no future a& of the kind ;>

but as things that. have been are always
cautionary in our reafonings to what may
be, and the frequent arbiters of human ac-
tion, it cannot be faid the fame thing thall

- not come to a repetition in fome fhape or -

TaveERNS. and"'é'le—bbuﬁs,'» kji'llling ‘th‘eifw

multitudes as well as the dram-fbops, the

fame neceflity for another at of the kind is

| now fubfifting; for as health.is the confide-

ration from whence this arifes, in its inten-

tion it comprehends every thing that may

impair the health of our bodies ; and as 1t
is not impoffible it fhould come to an amend-

ment, by which Athat‘.fnay be made literal

‘which is'in it by implication, in.the. fame
- regard to the health of the people; it may
not only reftrain the retailers-of wine and -

ale




“vacancy in the throne. .- "

( 20)

ale with equal feverity, but all Druggifis
and Coffec-hoifes; if tea'is the flow poifon out
Phyficians have declardit. )" " ©7 7

As property is nothing without freedom in

P U P

the ufe of ‘it, nor /iberty any thing without "

 a property to exercife it upon, - in éither the
other is to be underftood to’ make it worth

a man’s care, and the two to be efteem’d as
one in the relations they bear to each other,

" and fuch s’ it’s real 'value, that nothing

fiould ‘be done by which it may be brought
te the queftion, Whether it fhould be expos'd
2o future infults,” under any emergency, face,
Ffafoion: or pretext whatfoever?
3 to freedom,: that op-

"It being of néceffity tt

“preffion fhould not caft her hadow upon the
people that enjoy it, it muft be .the choice

of prudence that they fuffer any inconve-

pichey, ather than the leaft wrong that
can be done’ to their /iberties; for 1if one

‘Jbranch of them be maim’d, or parted wich,

follows another.

~ the reft will follow, as ;'bi)'cj:‘_drpp" of water

: . B .

7 "As our liberties are the moft valuable of

all earthly things, their prefervation fhould

be fo near the heart, as to occupy the mind

‘as far as it is to be concern’d for ‘the_body,

and every thing that may affe@t them,hould

~ be fubjeted to the ferutiny the king’s. wine

undergoes, that pos/on might not produce a

~ o

e i evp e e T i i R S T

(2t)y .

Mug: name of ‘]ibeﬂ}) ﬁélj;l& be as deat”
o us as the names of our own children, and,”
for their fakes, the thing itfelf thould be as:

frong in ‘our affeCtions, excepting that part
of them which is not:to die ; for as their.

lives-would be of-no value to them ‘without

it, the price we put upon it fhould propor-

tion the love we have for them, ‘and the jea-
loufy a-man has of ‘a difeafe that may cut

off the fon of his: hopes, . is the jealoufy he
thould-have of the /iberty in which the tem=~
poral happinefs of that fonis to be plac’d ;

and that which meves him to provide againft
‘the one fhould engage his providence for.the
other ; i for what could there be  but regret -

in the birth of a fon, if he was not to be:
born to freedom 2. .. Lo el

. Tre A& is againft an intemperance that

_ may be reftrain’d tho’. it cannot b eradica=-
ted, but if the manner of laying a reftraint
for the benefit of fome, thould prove hurt- -
* ful to all, it muft be fo to thofe the. benefit

is calculated for, -and ‘amount to.no.more

‘than an exchange of evils, ‘in which the rule

‘maybe ‘contradifted, that ‘makes .it -our
- _care to part with the greater for the lefs.

¢ Ir the A& carries “the"ichance of {aving

fome, with a certainty of deftroying others,
~ tho’ ‘thofe that are: to be loft are few in re-.

 fpect to them that may'be fav’d by it, yet,

as they are but few in refpe&t to- the whole

body of - the people; whofe ' properties may o

o
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be endanger’d for the faving them, the ac-

count mutt balance in a general dlfadvanu '

ta,ge

above one to ten thoufand. of the people,

in a nation where preaedents have place a-
mong their laws, and govern with equal.
firength in their courts of juflice, the care.
of that one as he is a proprietor, fhould be:
equal to the care that is taken of the ten.
thoufaid, that they may’ not be aﬁ"eé’ted by-

the ncgle& of that one.:

Tuis is of that {pecies of prowdence by |

| Wthh all men purfue the. thief when it 18

‘but ene that is robb’d, that the-evil may

not be favour’d by his efcape, and the ne-
ceflity of it being founded. in - the fafety of.
mankind ; - if it fhould meet with a contra-. .

- diftion in the prefent cafe, it may feem fa-: R

tal to pubhck fafety.

I~ our focial fabrxck' all\ the paa ts have

fuch a bearing, or dependence, upon.one

another, as to male the fafety of the whole.
confift in the full repaxr of . each of them, ‘it:,
. being as the arch in buildings, in-which the -

lofs of one ffone draws inevitable dc{h u&xon

~ upon the whole, if .another be not put m its. M

place. So that,

‘Ir the fuffermg Dzﬂzlieu, who make aA
;art of . our political- fabrick, as the} are
- within the denomination of proprictors, thould

b:. forc’ d out of it. wmhout an equivalent ta

‘the

Ir the fuﬂ"ermg Dz/i;llers fhould not be}

(C
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the propm‘zes that are to be reduc’d with
time it may bring a diforder upon the whole,
that may baffle every human art that fhall be
ufed as 2 remedy ; “an inftance of which is
produc’d by the A& itfelf, as fhall be ob-
ferv’d in its place.

Ir in the capacity of a Dg/hller, he is
eﬂeem d 'a fuperfluous part of the focial bo-
‘dy, he cannot be that in the condition of a
preprietor, and if he is to be deftroy’d ‘as a

. Dftiller, it may not be unfeafonable that .
“heisfavd as a proprzetor, becaufe of the 7

concern every propriefor has init.

As a provifion for the Dz/?z/lers that may
be proportion’d  to the notion of a free peo-

- ple, is a tacit provifion for all the people of -

England as they are born to freedom, we are
not without hope that fuch will be made, it
feeming . impoflible a feat” in 'Sz Stepben’

 Chapel fhould be fil’'d with one that isa
‘ _ﬂranger to the worth of freedom, ‘or to
.-whom it can be pleafing to fee the proxi-

‘mate hands  of the people hfted up agamﬁ
. 'themfelves =

THE remarks of one T have been ac-_ '

_quamted with, - fallmg in with our prefent: S
- way of thinking, may allow that I brmg -
~ themto arepetmon. R
| ‘.' <IN every motion, faid he that is made -
< in the great council of a free people, itis ‘

¢ of neceﬁity to the confervatlon of -their:

A _ﬁeedom, that every member confiders ‘it

D _"‘ﬁrﬂ\
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firlt, by. the rotation it may have to the

<<’ Jigerties of the people he reprefents, that
s« “if ‘it contains but the fhadow of an evilto
« thein, it may be rejefted without further
« ‘concérn for what there may be in' ity -
B
6 Ir the good it may contain cannot be-
« feparately provided tor; “it is a duty to
s rejelt the whole, it being impofible there
< fhould be a good in it that may deferve
< our concern, if it canniot be ours without
-« prejudice to the leaft part of our /iberty s
« for the leaft breach in the wall by which
<« that is _defended, is not to be repaird
< without convulfions, that may put the
< whole'to the queflion for it’s life. 0" <
e Waen_this is the rule, faid he, it will
«“fupport the fpirit that is to preferve: us,
i arconvey  without Raiws to the gene.
“¢ rations that are to come; for if there are
“ any yieldings, that fpirt will yield with
"¢ them, and as that fhall decline - our dan-
¢ ‘gor will incréafe; for as fiberty will not
< {ay with thofe that ‘négle&t ‘it," ‘as that
s {piric dies our /iderties muft die"with'it. ©
—FFle, faid e, would anticipate. the
< very beginnings of oppreffion, which ne-
s¢ yer fail of endangering the whole “body,
< _though they. take life in evef fo. fmall,
“¢" Sbfcure or remote ‘a way . for while the
<" Jiberties of our country thall be the’ flan-
¢ dard from whence every other thing fhall
o s eereceive
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receive it’s -meafure, and fhall prefide to'

give the law to all, every man may feed

in peace upon’ the fruits of his own in-'
duftry, and enjoy -a .quiet reign'in the

Tlittle kingdom * that has given him. .

< Tug beginnings of oppreffion are {mall,

ting, and ufually in a difguife that
makes them imperceptible; - for they fail
not of playing the Bril/ant in fome things,

to deceive the people in-others of infi-
‘nitely ‘greater confequence. .- |

¢ As'foon as it has taken life, it makes
< it’s own way to every member of the bo-
-~ dy it is gotten into ; and by a beginning

in fmall things, it has " the  advantage of

“creeping under the people’s weaknefs in- -
to greater ; for the beginning being fmall,

< the people neglet it as we frequently
“negle@ fmall, wounds' till they come to

" Gangreens, ‘and think not “of the danger

“till it is not to be remov’d. « -

-« Usg' making moft things ¢éafhy,‘ théi‘bgi

-
LS
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‘ing . familiariz’d to ‘hatdfhips bends  the
‘man to the bearing them, and under:the
difcipline of one oppreffion he is fitted for

 the reception of another; by thatcfor a -
¢ third, and fo on, -till - the ‘cuftom fhall
¢ fubje& the mind and body, to any weight

- that fhall be’ laid upon them ; and “that
becomes: fo indifferent to the generations
-that they are born under it, asto look like

.athing théy came into the world for.’
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gwmg for it,

- were giving to maintain.
feen the Jength of that cham, there might
< have been more difficulty in making it’s
< firft link ; but their fons who were born

(26)

‘thoughts, for making

gives an employment to the mind that

- tulfills -the proverd of abfolute ‘princes,
< who fay, The barder.the zys is Ioaded the‘
4.585‘2‘6’7 begoos._ o :
- <« Tue taxes that were, ]axd for the ware
of ng William furmﬂl us with an. in-
ftance of the kind ; for as the people had
not been ufed to 1mpoﬂs, they might not
‘have born their weight, if they had not
fwelld with, the hope of conqueft that
_fhould return them more than they were
and  promifes that their’

payr ments {hould end with the war they

~under it, thought no more of the taxes
< .than that they muft be pald tho’ the war . |
- was . at: an end that gave the reafon for .

them, and their fathers dxfappomted in

<« the advantages they’ expe&ed fromit. .,
...« As the liberties of a people are. never
'in fo great danger, as when kind and he-
 roic aftions have carried the prince o far
into the hearts of the people as to make - |
him'an abfolute monarch in them, ina .|
e gradual d fouife, rhe prmms that have " |

11 boeﬁ

~

Or if they had

| -~ (21)
«« been fo recommended to their people s
« affe€tions, have had the opportunities for
< building the powers we call defpotick. - .
% I their beginnings it was thought « ea-
« {y ‘and .convenient ‘to - oblige “an: indul~
«. gent or:viGorious prince with what feem-
«_ed: but a {fmall thing, as if:the revenue
«and grandeur -of a crown,. the delicacies
<« of this wor/d, the pleafure he'took in:his
s fuperiority, and the . figure it made for
¢¢ him among :the monarchs of the glsbe,

| “< were not a fufficient récompence for all -
s that one man could do for them. - Butj: =

¢ ONE fmall- thing given: to the Pre}u"’

s« dice of  Jiberty;: gave him the' ‘power of .
< taking another, or asking'it with the bet-
<€ ter grace; .and thofe who “in the begin-

< ning freely gave one. thing, - found them-
«felves conftrain’d, -by .the ufe that was
<. made of ‘their.own ‘gift, to part with

1 e, more, till the recewer had obtain’d the

¢ power - of taking the remainder, and ‘of
¢« 'bringing. their fberties to their funeral

. pz/e, for opprcjjzon is an evil that fwells as

¢ it goes, till it has brought all the PG’C’P[@ '
¢ _within the tribe of Hjachar> .

" As the thought of health exhderates, and
the ﬁzﬂer;ng Dﬁzl[ers may feem too incon-

| fiderable for -the notice we take of: them,

under thefe 1 may lie the natural, though un-
defign’d’ difguife to- the i inconveniency that

_13 apprehended in the A& for, as'T have _; B .

alreadv,
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alréady efaidr, I conclude it every way ims
poflible any evil thould be intended by thofe
that made it. - But, ; :.o00 oo v

kl

forbid its being ithe vehicle of all evils' to

the Diffillers, their.trade and fock, iwhich"
-it immediately affeéts, being all-the world

to 'therh “and their families; . for they muft
be'in -the ‘higheft affli€tion; .when they fee

 their ftocks “reduced, - and their bread for~

bidden by a law, and thejr children :appééré
ing as orphans while their parents are in be-

ing; for the having parents, or-the having

none, is the fame thing when a- living pa-
rent-can :do.‘no -more:than a dead one,. of
rather worfe. when neither lives but to. be-

“hold, and lament the miferies of :the other.” |
. .As -the evil -in it’s firft inftance may feem |
to affeét none ‘but the Diffillers, and. their

being few in refpe& to -the whole body. of

‘the people, it may.not feem to be a fubje®
for ‘all: that has been .faid upon it; but in
the circulation of political evils, we find one

to bé the caufe of  fo. many.; thgt iweimay

think of it :as of -an. epidemical diffemper;
~which extends to all the people, though its

beginning may be but inone man. " .0
- . Ir-it fhould :feem indifferent  what may
be -the "fate of thofe: unfortunate people ‘as

- they are Diftillers, what fhall come of them

as they.are proprietors.is: the immediate con-
cern of every. one that is a proprietor, though |

O

~

ntion : does not

)
'

|
i
B

s fi

thag

~no queftion, and i
- perlons 'warm’d with

(29)
it may be but in the bed thathe ison; and
the cutting them off from their properties for -
a cure to the intémperate, may produce the -

| queftion, Whether it may not be as the cut-

ving off 4 ta for the cure of a corn, when it
llowd by -a gangrene and finifbes in a
mortification? .. . -
As itis the health of a part of the pegple’
that forms the intention of the A&, it is an

~ expreflion of  the care and tendernefs which
47 fuits ' with the fuperintendency the people

have elefted it’s authors to 5 and viewing it
in that light, abftragtedly from every other

| thing that will be in it, it is compaflionate,
1 provident, fatherly and lovely. A But, ..~
I CO NSIDERING it in [that_ mixture 1t has

with the other things that will be init, and

- Confidering each of them in their relations

to the very. thin’{gsi they are concern’d in, the
frait in all chefe utward beauties, may be
found to enclofe the feeds of more evils than

 all the generations. to come will be able to

deliver themfelves of, unlefs the form of the

avedt. . oo i
“TgaT the beautiful light in which one

- A& may receive a change from the power

' fide of the A& will fhew itfelf, is that which

fell upon it’s authors in a more abftrafted
way than_our argument allows i, [ make
) gL f they .are confiderd as.

a regard to the health -
“of the peple, without -reproach upon ‘the
P - E wifdom-
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‘wddom whxch could be 1o more than hu~‘

- mane, many things may be allow’d to have

"'.Lbeen obicured under that zeal )and tender-

nefs for others, t111 thelr own' “feafons fhall’
brmg ‘them forth, to thelr prejudxce the A&
Wwas to relxeve by the 1ntent1on of them thac

made it S
o BEAUTIFUL as the A@c may appear in
- that abftrafed way ‘of reafonmg upon it, if

things intrude and will go Wlth it that muft -
be hurtful to ‘our Jiberties; it’s beautles will "

turn into Zmers, thiftles and thorns for.us and

~ our pofterity. to be ‘tormented by, ‘and give

......

a pamful conviction of their being no equi- .
~walent” in the health iof the natural bodies
of fome pamculars, to the prejudice it will
~impofe - upon the health of the focial body,

of which every man is a member, “and’ b

- which every member will be affefted,”

well the Tempemte who are not dire€tly un-; |
derflood in the 24, as the Intempemte? for .

Whom it carries a dire& intention. <"
As the health of the focml body is the

” ueat of happmefs to all it’s members, it can

have no grievance in.any one part ¢ of it but

‘what will be felt by each of ‘them in. fome

~ refpe ‘or other; and fuckis the obﬁmacy

of pohmcal evxls, ‘that’ the remedy for “one

'_ufually produces others, “which” become
‘caufes to  a fucceflion of mxfchlefs,‘ under
wmch the body langmihes, it’s membelsm-
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| (31) |
ther, and it’s. Whole frame is forc’d from the
poffibility. of ' redrefs, - :

Tais truth all ages atteft, and to all the
nations ‘upon ‘the ‘glode, " the ‘miftakes that
produced it have been ‘a pumfhment that
may - convince .us, of ‘it’s being better-the
partlculars provided for by the A&, thould

~ wait for the recovery of - their health .till \i¢
. may come byifome other:way, than’ tbat
- they Thould recejve’it: by-a diforder - in* the -

polmcal body; of which they are members,

| and in:which: they muft decline as the does.

“Fromaprinciple of ‘equity that govern-

| ed in: the formation ‘of .the A&; ‘a fatisfac-

tion was appomted for: the breach ' it would

. make in‘the propertzes of.‘the Diftillers, but
it is ‘in the queftion, Whether:the choice Sell

upon a:'mean:that is proportion’d to'that end?

- Or if it'did, Whether the right done to them,; -
will 7zot extend tbe wrong 20 a greaz'er num—; B

65"? T O (25&.\;: "z '-\:" Ry

THAT the ‘mean’ chofen will ‘not propor-

‘tion"the: endi:I' have " already demonﬁraced o
_, “gnd the f ‘cond queﬂ'xon may be thus conﬁ- o
:' ered ‘ g -

3

......

iIpra Dz/f;Ler was to trade ina corpom-

- tion by.an. unnatural way of: ‘climbing ‘over
- ifs wall to the priviledge, thofe: that trade
- there in the way he would  fix* ‘upon, muft
_ part. with .a ‘thare of their property’ in- the =«
. trade of ‘the _place ‘that the ftranger might -

hve, and kloie a part of their chddreos bread B
E 2 R <

-




T A R T

T TS TR T

e ==
RN

R R R I R ERT
e

( 32 )

to fuppért him -in an'i rregular conteft for

“the whole ; and in place of f‘cont‘rﬂa&ing’tha;
evil,which-could : -be immediately felt’ but

in-one man,- this'would extend: it to as ma-_ - i

“ny as fhould trade in the:ﬁfame{ way.:

“.As more morney is given, and incidental

*charges made for the right of trading-in.a
" corporation. than in-another place,- with .the
- municipal duties - that ‘muft be’ obferv’d :in

confequence of the freedom {o obtain’d; thefe

| * make the trade of the town apropeity that
* is-boght with their :money,: and - fervitude

peculiar to the place ; -and under ‘the pro-
-~ te@ion of a Royal -Charter, and the laws by

~which -the  honour - and ‘prcro_%ativc-_-of +the |
~-crown are  aflerted,: the ticle of the proprie-.
“tors. was thought as inviolable, -as a'man’s

“title to the bread of his own- earning. - Be-

. As the Common Law makes a. trade the

- property of him who gives his money and ||
Jervitude for it ;in an Gpen-town, it is: doubly |
. proper to him that acquires:it in a corpora-
i tiom 5 for the Municipa). Law making it .2
"« Jocal property,-it is only proper to them that

" give their mohey, fervitade’ and obedience

- - to the laws that are peculiar to - the place,
~-andas it is'a property within 4 donble fence,
./ the injury it-may 'receive cannot’ be:fingle.

- ~As. the freedom of towns within Charter,

| is not given without fervitude, or a confide-
T o : * ration

~

L -In. the brea‘ch\»:-ﬁf Cb‘”f” Sy

.- Tuo’, the claufe can

(f33f)‘
‘'ration in meney -to. be applied to the fervice
of ;the community that gives it, this claufe
.in the A&, cannot prote€t; a man that fhall”
trade in a corporgtion without either of thefe.
conditions, . but ;to; the prejudice . of every, -
“member in .that community ;..and.as the
- firanger will .impoverifh thofe that trade in"
the fame way, - he will:bring. their_misfor=
“tunesto be felt by all that have given them
- a trading credit, and make this way ,of’ re-
. moving the evil from one man, like the air,
- that carries ian . epidemical . diftemper  from
~one houfe: to fome thoufands. . . ;.

LA h of Charters, this way of

. removing damages_from- a few. will extend

- -them to, fome- millions, , and bring a._con-

- -tempt upon. the - Crown. in, levelling, the
. worth of .Charters to- that of wafle paper ;
“and as the Diffillers cannot be the.better

. for it, the;honour of the Crowns will be in-

 vjured, -and the rights of all. our corporations

- body, it may, ferve for a precedent that may
. - be ufed in future occafions, againft that in-

. - iv’s own trade within. it’s own body, and =

" --that which the law_makes proper. to. them .

. that purchag’d it with their money ‘and fer-
vitude, from being common to - thofe. that

| . gave neither money or time forit. ;. .~

Lorcy o
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" A's thofe gentlemen by whom otir -cors"
porations arereprelented in Parliament, were '
eléfred to the guardianthip of our municipal =
rights il particular, '-5;35,«..i§‘?""?11 ;ﬁ_f‘;as,;thel‘x“ “civil®
sights in common ith the et of the peo-
- ple, I prefume it was not expetted'by the’
 corporations they were elefted in, ‘that their
fence fhould be trod 'bsf“the f eet of .thpfe they’

had ele@eéd for jvs guardians, =

“Nor can I con

producd by 'their concern for'the health of .
the people,” and may be;ec‘atll’d;kﬁ;y a ch_gn_ge
in -the provifion' that claufe intends ‘for "the .~
- Diftillers. =5 o ehan Ry

r N

Tug claufe thows 'the misfortune of en-
‘tering into’any thing to’ the prejudice of /-
~ berty, and that it always: carries an evil

which is ‘to “have no‘end :

* brings forth the' fruit ¢ that is proper to it’s *
\ 1 5" producing  fome frefh ef-"

. fe@s that fuit with'it’s own nature,” and'each
of thefe producing . others ‘like themfelves,
they go on to*infinity,’ and circulating ‘that
every one may be the »;Wo'rfef' : fovrjt(h;e‘r'-n ,they A
leave the marks of their malignity in-eve-

‘kind, it ‘is always ‘pro

-

eive ‘it “to’ be ‘any. more:
the intention of  the one,” than' it ‘was - the-
expeftation of the'other,”that the leaft mi-
ftake fhould arife uponthe ‘confidence thae *
“was repofed in them; for'what has been
“done, ‘bears the face of ‘a*furprize that wag

;¢ for as every rree .

EVERY

(35

Every political "evil is circular ; it theds
of i’s forrows upon every - member of “the

fociety it takes life'in, ,and teaches’ men’ to

fiick zhorns in the feet of oné another. It's
generations are as numerous as they are per-
nicious, and under their weight the world
fills with fruitlefs lamentations over the mi-

ftake they had their beginnings'in. .

_ Tus fervitude we Tee the reft of the

world in, may convince us of as greit a
neceflity for keeping "fthat"_fp?iuifit;"”aﬁd_;._‘b(ﬁ‘)’dy

of rulesin repair by which our /iderties are

to be preferv’d, ‘as there is for 'a man’s care

- of 'that veflel his life is to embark inat his

going'to fea.

THE cure of a pohmcal evil of long ftand-

ing, was never attempted without the pro-

- dution of “another which ‘made’ the cafe

worfe than it was before ; for it throws'e-  *
very thing out of it’s own order, and its . .
remaining fo for a time, the cure becomes’

-as dangerous as that of an  old dif

~ which brings the cripple to- his grave. But,

il-is recall’d “before urr

extenfion; by ‘whi
root “and:become a part. of the tk
hold of,: things may fall back in
ordér, ‘and “anticipate th
muft be confequential to the thi
its beginning in diforder;. for there is no-

thing wreng in its beginnifig, but whatwill

Ab‘s?

f an" old diflocation -

e gives it

, it may
the thing it takes

into their own

e the "damages which
ntial t6 the thing ‘that has =

e e e e T
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7 Waat may

U progrefs, and miferable ~
in itsend. . IR AN

" Waar may be expected to. the reft of
your letter fhatl not be omitted, and if the

 length of 'this exceeds your patience, fome-
“thing more than a cornmon tumour in the’

nind may be allowed, when compaffion,

equity, and a concern for our /iberties meet
in the thing by which it is exercifed.=

" As’ the fuffrages of “your Count have
¢all’d you to the guardianthip of its libertics,

‘whit I now offer comes within the truft you
have taken upon you, and my concern in
the {ame county giving me a right to the

 Iiberty I bave taken, it only remains, that .
" “Ldefire to be efteerd, . -

' Your Humble Servant,

kS N

T LTI TERSRRRRET




