FROCEEDIN_GS,

L AT LR L e R T T VLR BARARN)
6 8L 9SSV EZTIY




CORRESPONDENCE

PROCEEDINGS

IN

THE NEGOCIATION

A RENEWAL'

THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY'S

CHARTER.

i LONDON :
Printed for BLACK, PARRY, and Co. Leadenhall Strect.

—

- 1812,

B Y e e e A e e RS




The Publisher trusts he performs a Service

.

not unacceptable to the Public, in offering to |

e i

them a Cheap Edition of these important Pa-
pers, upon & Subject involving the dearest
Interests of the Nation, and of the East-

India Compang/.

. Lendon t=Printed by Cox and Baylis, 75, Gredt Queen Streety
oL Lincoln’s Tnn Fields,




CONTENTS.

. : ’ Pirge
Letter from the Rt. Hon. Robert Dundas to the Chairman and

Deputy Chairman, dated 30th September 1808 o e t

Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Rt. Hon.
Robert Dundas, dated 12th October 1808 .

Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Rt. Hon.

Robert Dundas, dated 16th December 1308 . . . . . 3

Letter from the Rt. Hon. Robert Dundas, to the Chairman and
Deputy Chairman, dated 28th December 1808 . .

Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Rt. Hon.
Robert Dundas, dated 13th January 1809 . . . .12

Minute of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, 28th February
1869 . . . . . . P . . .35

Letter from the Chairman and Depaty Chairman to the Rt. Hon.
Robert Dundas, dated 5th December 1809 . . . 306

Letter from the Rt. Hon. Lord Viscount Melville'to the Chairman
and Deputy Chairman, dated 17th December 1811 . . . 37

Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the Rt. Hon.
~ Lord Viscount Melville, dated 4th March 1812 . . 40

Letter from the Rt. Hon. Lord Viscount Melville to the Chairman
and Deputy Chairman, dated 21st March 1812 . . . 48

Fints submitted to the Consideration of the Ri. Hon.-Lord Melville
by the Deputation of the Court of Directors, the 4th March 1812,
and his Lordship’s Obseryations théreon, dated @1st Magch 1512 . 51

- Blinates of a General Court of Proprietors, held on Thuréday, 2d

Apriligte . . ., . T,

.89

{.etter from the Deputation to the Rt. Hon, Easl of Buckingham-

shirg, dated 15th April 1812 60

.




CONTENTS.

Page

Minutes of a'Secret Coutt of Directors, held on Tuesday, 28th' .Aprif -
1812 . . e e ee

' i i Chairman
t. Hon. Earl'of Buckinghamshire to the Chat
Le;fdr %’e?;th ’ %hairman, dated 27th April 1812, noticed in lh(j 0
preceding Minutes ., - - ..

Letter from the Deputation to the Rt'.v;lion."Ea\\vr} of Buckmgham- "
shire, dated 29th April»1812 [ S PO

Resolutions of a General Court of Propri‘etors,

5th. May 1812

°

hel'd on‘:ruesd‘ay th? %

- CORRESPONDENCE

RV .

.~ PROCEEDINGS, §o

LY

* - CmairMaN and DeputTy CHalRMAN,
. Gentleven. . Melville Castle, 30th Septenibeir; 1808,
‘The propriety ahd expedieficy of applying to Par-

LFTTER ﬁom the Rt. Hon. Roert Dunpas to the'

liament. for a venewal of the - privileges of exclusive trade

enjoyed by the East-India-Company, with such modifica-
tions as may be deemed necessary, and for the continue

“ance of the'system of government in’ the British Terri-

tories in India on its present basis; but' with such amend=
aments, also, - as the experience of its “effects’ may " appear
to:demand; having latély been “the subjéct’ of frequent

-consideration - and- discussion, you' will probably concur

with me in opinion, -that it is advisable mow toascertain,
whether the Court of Directors are desirous of agitating’

-the:question at - present, and of submiitting it, in all its

details; ‘to the early consideration of Parliament,”
2ot ool have the honor to-be, Gentlemen,
-~ Yourmost obedient and humble servant,
s Bl eyt o {8ignedj RoBERT DunDas.
To the Chairman ‘and Deputy Chairman .
of the Kast-India Compaiiy, ST
PO A o

+
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LeTTER to the Rf. Hon. Rosert Dunpas, from
o the CaatrMAN and DEPuTY CHAIRMANS
(Secret.) L e
8ir, East-India House, 19tk October, 1808.
. We now propose to do ourselves the honour of re-
plying to your letter of the 30th of last month.
~ From the communications we have af different times
had with the Members of the Court of Directors, we are
well assured it is the general sense of ‘that ‘bedy, that it
will be for the interest of tie Public and the Company,
that the Charter should be early renewed. Convinced
that  this “is their epinion, and apprehensiverlest incon-
venience might. be produced, by settirig this important
subject afloat before it was in some degree matured, we

- have not thought it necessary: formally to resort to the

Court for a declaration of their judgment upon' the ques-
tion you are pleased to_propose to us; but we have, in
erder to obtain what we conceive to'be,. with :the - knowx
ledge. we before possessed, sufficient warrant to us to
give.an answer to youn preliminary. enquiry, laid . youi
letter before a Secret Committee of Lorrespondence : and
we are authorized to: state it .to be their opinion, as it »is
OUX OWR,: ROt :only- that the “interests. of the Public, as
well as of the Company,: will: be best.. cansulted;. by, con-
tinuing the present system of .Indian: administeation; but
that it iy material the -Charter should be. speedily res
newed. - S Tt e Tl
~ Wiih respect, to any medifications which you or -His
Majesty’s Government: may have it:in. contemplation to
propose,. .we shall be happy: to be made. acquainted ’ with
them, and to bring . them under. the: most serious: consis
deration.of this House. ::We can. at: present only statey
that we'trust there will be no.disposition to introduee any.
change, that would alter or weakem the main principles
and substance.of the present system, which, in the: opis
nion.of the Companys; is, essential to the due managementy
and preservation of. British India ;. and. that; with respect
to minor points, as far as they may be really compatible
with those essential objeets,. the Court will ‘not ‘be influ-

enced by any. partial views-to: withhold from: them the fair
* consideration due 't;othém,, ‘ R A
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- flad ithat you have seen'it proper to bring forward: this
weighty subject,” and - desirons to be favered with your
farther communications upon it, as soon.asmay suit your
convenience, S Ty '

. Weg:have the honor to he, Sir,

[

. Your most chedient humble servants,
o v Signed) | "EDwARD PARRY,.
o T CHARLES GRANT

The Bt, Hon, Robert Dundas,

PURLA AR LR

LEI:I:ER from the CuairRMAN and Derury Cram- -

. MAN o the Right Honorable Rozext Dunpx

\Sit, . Egst-India House, 16th, December, 1808,
... In consequence of :a conference which we - lately: ‘h‘égii
the honor tohold with -you, we: have -liid - before “thié
Court of Directors the letter which you: weré pleased:to

B write to us, under date ‘the 30th-September last; on-the

subject of renewing. the: Company’s ‘Charter, tegether
with the answer which we returned to that: letter, ‘on “the
12th October following; and we are now instrycted by
the Court to state  to you, that they approve o[‘}. t‘bat,‘,a‘n;-"s
swer,-and are.ready to enter with you; through' the. mes

_ dinm of gheir Committee of  Correspondence, into’a'con-

sidenation of the various ehjects to- which it:may be pro-
per to attend, in bringing forward so important a>mea-
SUEE. oo ST st e s e S
.- At:the. present moment it woyld, in the opinion* of
the Court, be premature-in- them, to proceed to any. de<
tailed specification of those objects; towhich ‘it may “be
proper; ‘on. the part: of the Company, toatreénd; or 14;9
auticipate.any discussions which it may be the wishof His
Majgsty’s; Ministers to. propose 5 but the Court-beg .l’ea‘m
to uoffer ~some 'suggestions of -a ‘g,e.ne.cgl-~f;natux'e,"as
the: principal foundations . on "twhlch': a new agreement
between the Puoblic and the East-India: Company ‘may be

placed. o -t e e T
- Ist. ‘The:system by: which the Legislature has contis
pued to the. Company the government of the territories
acquired. by. it in the Fast, witha:regulated monopoly

B 2 conversant

~of the .trade, has been held by the most.eminent persons
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conversant. with that quarter and its affairs, to- be the
ost: expedient, ‘both for the ‘foreign-and ‘domestic “iti--
terests of -this country. ~ Under it, those territories”have
‘been improved,’ and ‘the security and happiness’ of ‘the
“vast population’ they ‘contain'have béen signally increased.
‘It is also'a system which establishes’ salutary checks for
'the exercise of the:authority lodged ‘in this country over
-the:Indian administration, and for all ‘the local details of
that administration, ‘in- its political, - judicial, “Hfingheial,
‘and commercial departments ; and provides with singular
felicity for a succession” of a-body of able and " honerable
-European -servaiits, who*yield” in general character and
“utility; to' no 'class of  public functienaries under the Em-
pire. In like manner, the constitution of ‘b"théf*ﬁlfn‘dia‘ﬂ
“army has proved ‘itself calculated: to: produce‘a bedy of
officers of high military spirit;.and. of very distinguished
“skill and conduct. - The Court, ‘therefore, )
~miaterial chanfzein this system j=4no change ‘which*would
affect ity principles” o impair its efficiency, will be
wposeda o e R

“ved. Ta'this case; it 'will be unnecessary’ to eriter- into
“any-dis¢ussion*of ‘the right of the Company to the ter-

“ritorial possessions 5 4 right which theyhold “to ‘be’clear,

and must'always maintain, as flowing from'their acquisi=

tion of ‘thost- territories, under-due authority; and “after
Jong hazards and vicissitudes, and great'expense. <
.+ 8di « The sitaation “of ‘the Company ‘is, at “this time,
“very different from what it was at the last® renewal of the

Charter,-in 1793 ‘European “war; with' bardly -auy in-
~:’¢e’rmiss'ic>n; through the whole of the pe‘riod that has since
ela
- ducedthe profits of the Company: at home -and:has fike=
“wiseeiilarged the scale of ‘expensesabroad 5 whete,’ more-

over, wars ‘with the-Native” Powers have beenfepratedly
~earried: on; 'to the vast accumulation” of the "Indian debt,
.nowviadvanced from  eight’millions “sterling, -t ' which it
+:¢toed in '1793;:t0- about thirty-two millions: 1t
meaning  at all to-advert, inthis place, to the 'question
“conderning the-policy -of some: of *those wat§-with* the
Princes of India’;it is safe aud proper to affirm, that'they’
- were not; in‘any degree, divected by the Exccutive Body
- 6f the Company; but procecded froti causes-irhich ‘that
“VBody: could not control. -~ As, -in consequence’ of all* the
wyents which have happened since the-year 1793, ‘the be-

o " nefits

“trust i that no .

d; hias exceedingly increased the expenses, and re- =

Weithott
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nefitsintended to the Proprietors of East-India Steck;: by
the Charter then passed, have not been realized ; so: the
‘Court trust, that in the formation of a new: Charter, due
caré will be taken: to secure their proper share of advantage
in any future amelioration of the Company’s affairs, and
-especially ‘that no measure 'will: be-adopted, which''can
have ' the effect . of reducing ' the value of their capital
stock. - The :dividend- on that. stock, whichis onlyequi-
valent to thelegal interest of money, is all that the Pro-
prietors have ever received from the united -sources of
Indian revenue and Indian’ commerce, whilst the country
has been enriched -by' the long continued influx of private
‘wealtli; and raised in the scale ‘'of nations by the political

Jmportance of the Indian empire. "o 10 o e
. 4th;: The liquidation “of - the Indian: debt is, on. ali
-hands, agreed to be a measure of indispensable necessity.

From the magnitude to which the debt has now risen, and
the circumstances of the present unexampled time, the
aid of the Public will probably be necessary:to the attain-
ment of this most desirable object. “For the aid that-may
thus be afforded, the Court conceive that sufficient ineans

_of reimbursement- from -the Indian territory and revenue

may be found ; ‘and the arrapgement of a plan, for these
purposes; ~might, as the Court. conceive, .form: a very
material part of the provisions of -the new Charter.. -
s5th. To.apportion duly bétween the. Public and-the
Company the military’expenses: of -the -Indian empire, i

_another . measure mow  become. .unavoidable, . For- wars
- growing out-of the Indian system, or out of sources pure-
1y Indian, ‘the revenues and other. means of the Company
-were long made. to sufice, including even the charges; of

occasional attacks upon the Indian. settlements ‘of Kuro-
pean nations ;. butthe iofluence of European war has,. in

-the present protracted period of hostility; extended itself
-more and. more to India, occasioning: the espense of ta-

tant expeditions, ‘and the increase ofthe "military

establishment, “particularly .in the European troops of his
~ Majesty,- which from being tweaty yearsdgo only a very
- few regiments now amount to above twenty thousa nd men,
-and

and those: of: the ,mp,;s_::'cf;'c.pqnsivé'_‘des’tcri.ptjoi)_.ertl,'qo_p_s
composing,the military for¢e of -British India ;. nor is.it at

~all improbable, that from the avowed design of Franceto
Jnvadeo ssessiony with great arniies.-by:land;

still - Jar ge ! v to’ augment “our: Euro-
, pean
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i peanforce.in that quarter. .- For a war of. this deseviption
the Indian revenues, if unincumbered with debt,: would
be.very: inadequate.. It would -be an-European war for
Furopean objects ; a struggle between Great-Britain and
o Frange, on the 8011 of India, for the maintenance. and
| support of their power in Europe. - For such .an ebject,
1o which the national funds only are’ commensurate, the
wational funds undoubtedly ought to provide ; and as: we
i know. that, in this, we state only what yeur own.mind
" bas alveady: percewed and approved, we the mofe cons
fidently hope, that in'a new. Charter proper attention . will
be pa\ei to the due. regulatxon of so importapt-a coneern,
.6th.. - As theearly renewal of the Charter will serve;to
strengthen the hands of the Company in the transaction
-of thgir affairs, -and - improve their crcdxt, s0.its renewal;
for.the like period as the. present ene.run, and fromthe
time of 1ts expiration,- xwould conduce to:the same ends 3
ang the Court:are not aware of a,uy ob_]ectxon to the prgs
| : posmﬁm of ithisterm. ... - g ;
’ oo We have thc., bonm‘ to be, SJI', :
o oo Your most, ngdxentéhpmblqsexmnts;.
: ; (Signed) . - EDWARD PARRY,:
| Tbe Rt. 'Hon ,Robert Dundas,  CHARLESGRANT:

. Lz'r'rr:n ﬁ om ﬂze Rzgktﬁ_Honorab ROBERT DUND 5y
I  dated thie 28th December 1808 to the CHAI"’M‘@R
_and Dgruty, ‘

Gentlemen, ‘

I " In submitting to }Our consldexatmn such ‘ rygm 1

i} ashavc occmred go me ‘on your Ie etter of the 16th ing

s “underst: ' then

n contemplanon of ~futu di
ny plan’

L

mér;z):y px;éhmma,x Ys ]
3 and by o'means as the resi o{‘

all be’ enabled to’ ho}d oxttb‘:&gbgrr;x:g:ny“
j_eax apg)ncat)on to_Parliainent for
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Company’s Charter will meet wnh the concurrmcenoﬁ
@wemmem E |
T shalk foklow the order adopﬁed in ydmr*}eﬁter, in re’spee&
to: the' subjects which you have particalarly ‘mentionedy
#nd shall offer some addisional remarks on- any other ims
pornant branches of the present system, in*whith altera«
tions may probably be decmied indispensably necessary: -
“1st. Concurriig in substance with the proposition’: eons
l‘amed‘ in the first urticle; T shall not enlarge upon ity dsa
tails; ¥ have ot yet heard or read any arguments against
~ thie continuance of the system under. which" the Britisk
Possessions in India are governed, ‘of sufficient weight o
counterbilance thie- practical benefits which have ‘been
derived from'it, in their increased and increasing pr ospes
rity, @nd. the gaﬁéral security and happiness .of “their iue
hiabitantd, Fe is" possiblé that the same effects might have
been produyced under a government: 1mmedaate}y depes-
dent oir the” CroWn, but: for the attaiiment: of thiese
objects, the experiment is, at least, unnecessary . and:ig
might be attended with dangers to thé Constitution of
this. Country, which, if - they can be avoided, it would be
unwisé to ‘encoubter. Any alteration, therefore, which
miay be suggested i this part of the systém, will probad
bly be only inits details. It may, however, be deemed
advisable, to extend the, controlling authority of the
Board of Commissioners to such proceedmrrs of the Court
of Directors in Enpland, as are_ 1mmedmte]y connected
with the government or revenues of the. Ccmpany §. ter~
ritorial possessiobs in“India, nfore ‘especially if the sug-
gestion - comamed in your | fomth amcle shauld‘ be
adopted. . , :
2d. In the vaew whveh I have a 'xdy taken of the pm-‘
pasitic ¢ ing amclfe, grea

'right
4 or thm a claim '
p’éu‘t £ the‘ Comp

} & o
quls?ied‘ & Qrt of the‘Pubhc,
adm\ttéd”oix". e’

renuvaﬁ

F SRR T T s
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., and whxch"‘ [} &
the € mta.ble clami" ofithe Caxyp ¥
. scliefi. o

i your letter, d:d ot originatein <“ ;
¢ of the’ Ccmpany, but pr’ eed d

y the Company. :
10x‘anon' in the ‘state’of'y

ctation’ of ‘thiat  nat re! must

‘¢ ' mo of the Indian

“Jaim: oE the Company and
of the expences Which have

o P
"'th(j’-lndran “dabt;.
vould be a meabme of mut

- nothe mduced hy. those hopes;
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forded hy it willbe. tempqrarv and delusive, unless by the
zealous exertions of your‘quemments abroatl, and the
minute and detailed, inves m. and unremitting atten-.
tion of the Court of Diregtors, the: ordinary. exlaemhture
in. lodia, including the interest of debt, shall be brought
within the limit, of your anuualincome. ~The most saris
guine expectations of. aresult even more fayorable; and

of  large surplus, xevenue above your ordinary expences
in time of peace, bave recently been conveyed fo you by
Lor([Mmm 3 but I trust that the Coint of Directors wgﬁ

however well founded, ta
ralax in_ thexr cxertmus. Eyery . item of those, ar. am;r
other estimates, which the ‘Court may exhibit, must be
strictly. scrutinized and compared wu:h the actual results of
foxmer years, and with the detailed account of any redue-
t;ons which may . have, been ordered of carried into. effect.
5th... I'can have no hesitation in acceding, with soma.
lxmlta,tmns, to'the principle for which you cpntend i youw
fifth acticle. . It is. absnrd -and unreasonable to spppose,
that the East-India Company, out. of their.own revenues;
can. long maintaina contest against the power: uFi‘ance,
aldB d-by the greater part of Europe and a large portion
. :If the_principal theatre of the war between
Euwpean mations. is to be transferred, to, Hindostar,
must, be supported,. to aconsidérable extent, by Europ
resources ;. and. if eur cmpxre in India is-an object worth
prasewmg, this‘country must cpmnbut ;'1&5 detence '
againstany attack of the description which
taught. to expect. . The extizordinary expences in
in the.necessary. preparations for such a watfare, or inthe
gﬁ:tlﬁg cqnte;t, gué,ht ot lm justice;: to be -impos a
n on.the. Campany alone,, even i they o
bustign ap e & pi y » even if they were: ableto
gﬁ;h.«} am-no aware " £ 'any reason for ex
durg.t\;‘ of. the Charter beyond such g limit, as,: r&-t};ew
:d.term, will be equal.to_the period granted in

1793 5 state. this;merely on the first consideratios of
;llhzub get :. and if the general question is o be discussed,
u pay (fl;lenkastmuonz to .any suggestions -which the

£ to 'oﬁ‘er on ’t,ha; pamouiar

¢ , to
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to e iedessary to'be submitted to the consideration of ‘the
Court:of ‘Directors, for *thie ' purpose’ of- enabling thetmn
finally ‘todecide ; whéther; undér the cireunistandes of thé -
present situation of ‘th “Qotiipany’s affais, ) and of the -
expectitions “whichwill probably ‘be- entertained by’the
Publi¢; nd sanctioned by Government, they. willradbers -
to: their inteéntion ‘of “applying no Parliafient foraives
newalof ‘the' Company’s Charter. 11 SO
“:Tt will'veadily oceur to the:Court; thit wherever an ops
‘portunityis afforded: of ‘deciding i < Pavliament. ion'sth
propriety of continuing'in the Conpaiy any-p ivilegesic
@ dommercidl ‘nature; it ‘will be impottant:toiconsider;
whetherthe System’ established by ‘the “Act ‘of1 7985 for
the'trade of private individualybetween Brit diIndiay
‘has~answered “the -expectations; ention:
‘of the “Legislatire.. It “is-who
present, to enter into any detail of* the ous:discussii
which-havotdken place ‘on that/subject. The argutidents
otz both- sidesof the question must: be familiai to ithie
“Covirey . and eheopinions of those persons who'have turhed:
‘theiir attention Vo it have; i all ‘probability;, beenlotls
‘since: figed ‘and- settled +it is fity thereforey™ that; the
‘Cotitt should ‘now ‘understand «distinctly, *that I cannot
Hioldi-out? to? themn: the-expectation, that His Majesty’s
Ministers’ will-¢oncur-in ‘ans application to- Parliament for
‘arrenewals of -any ‘privilegesto the ‘East-India Company,
whichowilliprevent:British’ merchants:and ‘thanufictuters
flon tradingto ‘and: from Tndia,-andthe other countries
within ithe. presetit: limits ‘of ' the: Company's: exelusive
trade: (the dominions of the Empire:of-C hina-excepted),
in-shipsandrivessels hiredor freighted by themselvesy !
stead ofsbéingriconfined, as @t spresent,” to/ shi
service of -theCompany; ‘or licensed- by he:. Convt20f
“Direstors.In " the: detail “of - any:legislative yprovisions
‘which it might:bé-expedient:to .enact on this ‘subjectsiit.

-wouldibe absolutely.necessay to guard agaitistithe abuses
which would:arisé;, from facilitiesthus'atorded to persons
attempting storsettle and residé‘insthe British:fertitories,
~without: a licetise-from: the: Company jofowithougahesane

tionor knpwledge of  the:local Govermmentsiis, 62 07
* "Fhere ate- various other pointsto whickrit weuldtalso
‘Berrecessary: topay duel ‘detention, ot soblyitast being
dmportant to-the: Conpany - andiito: the igeneral tradgi Bf
tliesbguntryy bt “essential: torithe securigyraand. f:easi}‘ﬂ:@lu
S MR C LW ’ ection

g

Ly
fahe

- Majesty’s forcessserving

e -
hips dn’ the

SR R e

St

«solaving shis: stased -so  youj:

b

Hesfdne.
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lection of the:public-revenue:: ;. 1t wonld: obviously, Jhow=
ever; be:ptemature, on this gecasion;; 0. enter into: any
further-detail;-and I ‘have. confined ‘myself.-to.a- mere
_statement of . the general proposition. -, iuysis ¢ e
.+ Another pointy: which would probably be.deemed:
dispensable,- is  an - alteration; in- the .military.<system-in
India,. for. the. removal .of -those jealousies. and -divisions,
which have unfortunately: been -teo. pf@;v‘alventﬁ,? ‘between
the :different.. branches. of  :the: military -setvice in that
_quarter,- and . which -musty. at all times, be highly pre-
judicial ‘to the public.interest; and-for. the.corréction.-of
the: anomalous. system -of 'divided .responsibility,- which
prevails at. present. in - this.country, in every thing-that
relates. to;the . military defence. of.India,. . 'Fhe oply ef-
fectuak remedy hese, -evils <will,-probably;- be- found

in arrangements: for consolidating your Indian: army /with

the: Kingls troopss founded:-apon. the plan. so strongly
recommended: by -Lord: Cornwallis; wijth- such. modifica-
‘tions.: as:thes actual..constitution. of:; your. service, may
xender - expedient:-ornecessary, . ~- Fhesedarrangements
‘need-not be attended iwith. any-alteration:din. the;system
-of; promotion; now: in_ operation amieng the.officers of-.the
‘native branch  of: the: service,» or. with..any diminution
~(they :mighti more probably.preduce an-increase).of any

ot st produce ap.
~wther..professional -advantages. which. those: offieers:nov
- EMJOY3 0] e

neither.:would: .they,- it -any - degree;

swath::the: general.. authotity. gssessed: by

.of: Directons:-and the.. Gayernments

interfere
the:Court
g India; ovey:alk:His
; inks these :parts;s.or - with their
«control-overalldishursements:of amilitary-natures Tiam,
JROrEOVErsinek awars of any. reason -against,continuing
-y the :Cotirtr.of -, Directors the. homination-of all cadets,
destined torhold.cammissions-in-the Indianarmy. -

or, the : consideration :of

ipabpoints: to- ‘:}ghi‘@fh

theaCaurt wof ;- Pireetors, -the:

bewas desivous-eftdrawing vtheir attention-upen

A f : ! & J keiLh] OG-
«casion, -I havetonly: to-assure yeu; that:itiwilk be: the
earnest: desiieof JHis-Majesty’s Government-to :saggest

tarParliamentsuchya system-only ; asshall be ¢conformable

to the principles-onswhich: the.regulatious-of :1784and
%193 'were :founded o-asiwill -secure: to- this; kingdom'all
the;benefit khat can practionbly.be derived from its:trade

awithsonr jpessessions in:lidia, and tethe natives of-those
-Gountries agover nmenty:and: an; administration of. Jaws,

Civud ; c2 : © suited
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suited toi, theit; qustamss shabite; -abd prejndiets,. and-cons
sistent with the British qharggﬁgmé,ggdg;whwhasbal.liin.lso
be.strofg andaficienty withoud adding nppecessartiy. to
the authority. of  thei: Exegptive: Government; at homey
OF iCreasing,to, any; ;dangerous: pxtents the influnnoe.of
CYOWM - i, % anintl 9213 Jeo I0amtugmoins s G202

-+ F have the honor-ga.heli Gentlemsny ! .
e+~ Your.most ebedignthumble servanty:::
' . (Sgned)o BoBERT-DUNDAS:
!s}ty;.(}l;la‘:ii‘mau“:i CRNTIEE Cien
PanYws isev: no1ign jv

e

R

vom the Chalriian and, Deputy CE
TR the Bt Hon. Robert Dundas. . joca
o, s BEV L L FastsIndias House; -1 8th - Fanvary. 1809.
Q:)S fﬁt’rhmle\;m whiich: 1 youidid iis:the houdr! i address
t4-us, soithe 28thdf lastmonthy-on the importantesubs
ject: pf 1+ renewal iof- the LCompany's: Chaytery: liaswre-
eeived the: most seriouns;consideration 9f21hﬂi@@ﬂr§f‘é®'ﬁ§3p?f
yeetors, - andwe are, by their:unanutous: resolation: ‘m-
stencted.-to -submit. o you ‘S:ﬂ'leﬂ(fbﬂmn*gf’:aflswer-f‘tpﬁ#. .
+ The Coubt hayingy inthelettoravhich weshad the honot
t@“%ddé@b'&'mnyon.?zomaﬂlé*zl6§h'§0ﬁ3’last momh?‘ \xhcught zli H
Sﬂiﬁcie.n&:s:iﬂs@:@mmgth@mg_tﬁmswﬁ1ttms_ef§mng1ghesﬁ‘§arfd '
propositiens whichsshould. in’their opiniouy formdhe
basis.cofa.mew: Chartery andv the: veply: pous haveboen
pleased: to. make:o-it;derlaring. thes same! intentioteof
- stating observationsimerely preliminary;sand $4not e
:r‘,z.a;rex)ﬁ%@ of - any.. plany.or; prajectedsd sys}wdr-gfr mxﬁtu?al'a in
£ coneesit withd His Majesty’sioon fidentiazl: Servantsy> oyr

&

. present. letter willijabstain from aivy alisgussiom éfianinde

ints, those -especially relatingto the prokeedingssof the
%pﬂfﬂf Dir;ene{;rs:w?tyhssprmm’smﬁmheﬁé@bﬁy}w&uvﬂeﬁ
from; Indiay to which article yourslptter is ulersrood:to
allude ; and likewise froursomeothes:potnts; ebrnected with
the; exercise of their: authoritysataliomey: siliich .mayibe
found to require revision abd-modification.:cNeithet cani it
be. uecessatly toiga now.intoths subjdet.of sthie hndjurs Bic-
penditure, althongh it:ds impossibley aftertithe rotive
taken of it in iyouriletter, itosomit saying, that the:Couit
fesh with: the Jiveliest: solicitude,chows indispénsabile sitods
pysct BT £ e e PR e i :

RERHE
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termined to act aceordifigly. >
- The attention of the: Court willy
fined, at presert; - to’ 1wo

to reduce. that asticle fir bélow!the ingstae; 5and

thibrefore 58" Gone

]
AR

) sropositions tuf/ the highade
importance, ‘contained inyour letteriyi the! ondisuggesting
such an enlargement of  the trade. of invd,ividii?i St Avith
British India; =s:shill ddmit™ iite it-indiserdiminately the
merchiants dndthe shipy of thi§ deuntry ; and the: other,

the transfer of ithé Company’s)lndian ‘a
jesty. If these propositions hud:not: Jeeh gecompunicd
by the declaration with whieh:yous fetter doncludes; they
would have filled the Court with the deepest concern’;
but you are pleased to close the whole of your observa-
tions with:an assuvance, ¢ that it will be the earnest desire
<o His-Mujeisty’s Government to suggest to, Parliament
¢ such a sfrgt'e‘m3 as shall be confordidble ta the
feoprineiplesoniwhich: the: regulations. of 1784.and. 1793
¢ were founded; asiwill secure te this kingdomi'dll the
&8 benefits that eun -practicably :be derived fromiits trade
-with opr. possessions in: Indiaj:and tovthe:nativesiiof
“¥those; -countries a goverument and an.administration. of

rmy to. His Ma-

~t6Jaws;:svited to:their customs, hibitsy and prejudices;.

¢ and:consistent -with:the. British character, and: whick
¢, shalk:alsobe strong and-efficient,: witheut adding énne~
$5 cessarily . fo the -authority: (of the: Executive «Govern.
fiomentat-homep.oriinereasing, to any dangersus extgiit;
#fithe wiflugnceiof  the: Crown.’: Satisfied, by this;de:
clation; that; His: Majebty’s.Govermiient-andevstand: thé
ipterests:of:ithis:country :andsof: British India:too: welly ot
aniend.any falteration that: wauld:subvertior endanger thie
systam: by, which :thosesiasty pessessians:have: beenac:
quirédssgoverthed; and. improvedsisandiby. i whick wlond
theyrcan beoheldy. ito the mutual betefit: :of thieirimmensg
populationiandsof the paramaeunt ‘statey she Lonttmust;
jof-conyse; helievey-chab:the prapasitionsowhichi Baveijust

dinugngesofithat: system; cor: redncible:. tor w! Gensistenicsr

- owlitheat. doTbhese suppositions: thes Court are-now: calléd

;pon toiexbinine andivheyniil endaavourite dosso with
4h@ vespedt dite itorsbgianthony nwity which they: haveito
dreaty -mithothe dubyesshich they dwertdstheir const-
taents; anddwith that :vegard . foristhe: digterests 'oft: their

Leyintiywhiehhthey - do. aiot:intendyaity feel hllasdivgs
R AR P A 1;‘”; TR I SR N S I

. required




il
i
i

-requiredto. sink,-in supporting:the
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integrity of: the pre-

iy 0 r"vwi;‘ﬂ
spesting. the Jndian
-tfade.and-the:;-Indian army s Were 310 It iy

;':hi.53&8&vwhich,~.tlla;aterms:.Qf it, seain obvigusly to conves,
‘the Court have no hesitation.in_declaxing their . decided

iconviction, that it would: effectiially., supercede and: des-

-sentIndian systent.. .o ’
o+ If. either of the two Propositionsy

troyy: not, merely : the rights of - the East-India, Companys,

but the system of Indianradministsation,  established -by

) . + and 1793 ;cand with respeet. to. the-Jat=
the: Acts:of 17784 and 1.7‘93-;(&““ WATH KGSRECK 10 e
ter. proposition, for . thestransfer -of the -native atmy, it

aippears.to be incapable of any-modification, wh ch;would

ot still make. the; overthrow..of the pgesegaﬁe.;sy]s&eng : tg:
.certain.-consequence «The, Caurt; will takg theliz
berty: to-statesthe reasons On; Wi l;.efseifPP‘F’ “’322@
founded , with-as much fulness as the qrp»;:iéﬁfgug; sHer,
ands the ~dispatch negessagy. at th pc;.tmf‘ mb i‘IJ’Eff Ty
premisingionlys that.in-the nm-e,;and page: wal 9.{{5 ..;ty
anust now:confine themselyes, many. things, B?;fgd g
“the consideration. of bath.subjects, must lh@gmx., S
 MWithrespect o the Private Trade,the ampa@grid_d
wiot govesned: by nagrow- Qnﬁ.ldeféa ; :shﬁfi%rzm;n;‘;n
rovofit-or commerciak-jealosy ;sand, 1 dach: the ndiat
ﬁf;zilf?eﬁﬂ fs a;nobﬁe of. gain, has. giadually gce}aigd-_:.dtgélfg
of importange:ither the Compa . to -individualss
2 The admission into it already,;acc

ed:tosBritish;resi-
"dents in India, with the prodigious increas £:the gotan
aianufachures of; Europey-the. ohanged

3 9
B

ircumstancds; of

Yon id; the:: -INEESSANLWArs
he European »Continent,-and; the: almoskyir T T
| wbi(‘xﬁ?g&gmpmvaﬂgdﬁ for the lasb sizteen-yaars (wars stil

vithout any:ness-prospect -of texminatien)-have, redueed

N

: ¢.to a:very.low-point. ;nThe Court
the.-value’iof thatsrade:te avery.low-point. ,d he Louu
:::: iﬁaﬂeﬁ'@b,y aﬁe:thximngbapexzsuaswﬁ. tha;gttp?uglmlwé
freedbm, for- which someoPersons:dIaNe;; ok Late symna:
scontended,:awould have ;;,pgl-ltteﬁlfaggn%e,qg.fepm;s Tﬁg r
4§urﬁiﬂugcmthe(,epaw,emf{ﬂg;s;:ﬁoyﬁ;rﬁm;d-o; ﬁgwfﬁil i " mh;;
_than:the advantages: &nt)@ip@tﬁd;ghy samgggnemx ! I;Q:téﬁ"*lzf
saw enlargement, ; of sthe cqmmeﬁasgqnéb ‘Zﬁiﬁ’”‘m g
_those adantages:wexg tobe fealized anchth 2 édg:r veger,
sthe expectationiof swchﬁqﬁ&vamasg@ga:tm&mﬁ aglégtsé?i?(
from: ;geenenal;é« @ﬁ%ﬁ%&@ﬂ;ﬁ%@h@&;ﬁgﬁi o pr 4by
sthe: nabure sof theindisn. peaple,.climateysand; pracuc-
cions, and byithe-experiencs of mﬁifd han me%%?ﬁgmg;
x{,«sdn,amﬁsch@me.,oﬁ'zmggmeumm purely co ol ber

[HECIINERN JRRS

e T T

s

e

‘somdteriala’ change::

KN

UAND BROCEEDINGE i15

tweell” this Countey ‘and Indiag the léading objdets mast

be to -export as many as possible ofstiti-home’ minue
factiives, " aiid- to fpore thosecommbditiss jowhich would
either ‘Bencfisially. Supply our "8in consuniption, or the
-dettiand ‘of wother o itricy, ‘Buropeancor Fransatiantic:
‘andiit is,‘no' doubt; dmagined ny. pesoisy «that if
-tlie’ trade ¢o Thdidiwelid perféctly free, these objecty could:
‘beateainddyinta deg e ektendinig far beyond

uriels,’ whiche the settled rous:
, Sat Compatly €anitot explote, 4rid-carry-on: comv:
nierelalc spérdtions mereleconomically and expeditiously,
‘withi<thes Habits” of-monopely, whilst:our “most

. tHETndi:

15_:

pts andidiseoveries in’ comk:
ment imay very naturab..
rocure. for the country
reion-of its commercial-
commereial capital,.

‘and gbvicusly - connected: 'With national interestsoof ‘the.
‘Highest-impaortance, isadaptedy ofrighttehe seen; not.
‘only dtirwhiat vational grounds:thie: expectations of advans
tages entertaingd from itirests,’ but towhatwonsequences.

miglt: ekpose the country ‘an

Tadian dependencies.

> Novey with réspect:tet

rivablefrom openiiig: th
3, b he Gbserved

vt pila rhie ol 2 ' i Lienlargemeit,.
rany enlafgdetientat ullys id:to- bezexpected: in thesioxe:

- pofts of bur manufictures: to that quarter. The records.

of e Conipany, forrtwos Centuiosy are filled cwivh ~ue-
conwits OF itheir eiidedvourstoestend ithy sale of Brtish
products ind:Indigydnd of'ithe livdke success iwhich -has
attended thémiv L The Frenel; Dutch,and” ‘other:-Eoro-

Peih dlationsrtrading hither haves equally: failed:incin-
wrodteing; theshanufactuiesof Europeo tlierei T his> was

foYowing thitheir trading

e ithe] chiefly- itk the forms of Corr~
pariesy thewAméricans; «

ho withia: the dast twenty: years

hvexnterediitothe Tudian commerce; and truded largé

Tyshniog et Qo aly, Byoby numerousindividuals; each
porsuings i owascheme in hisowmmay in.which coruse

o partivfithe Fastuig leftrunexplored, -cary hardiy any

IR uropean

i prsent:
idéal-enterprizey it-willitbe

tradé would: thus be:best couns.
esent tinyes, it ‘will ‘also-be ssuid;: pet -

ciple ‘altogether. novel,.




© us-cannotiprocsed « far - upon: the principle’ of -supplying
. V Y ;
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European anufactures thither, their chisf article for the

putchase of Indian goods being silver ;: and such has-been
the ‘state: of ‘the trade from Europe to Indiasinee  the
sithe of the Romans. “Fhis state results from the natire’
of the Indian people; their climate; and theirssages. - The.
drtickes of first: necessity - their own .country “furnishes,
smote abundantly and mote cheaply -than it possible:
for Europe:to ‘supply them. The labour of thegreat:
body of the common people only enables thenr to sirbsist
on rice, and to-wear a slight covering ' -of. cotton-seloth §
shev, thetefore, can purchase noue of the supetfluitiés' ws’
offér them,' The: comparatively few in 'bette) s iretne
statices, testrictedy like the ‘rest, by ‘numerous a?eiig‘i’dt‘f@‘
aid civil customs; - of ‘which all are ramarkably’ tenaciousy’
fitd few of -our comfnodities to their taste, and "theit iz’
mite; so dissimilar to ours, ‘tenders manyof them- unsuite’
ableto their-uss ; -sor that a.commerce: between thdmiignd’

mititual wants. Hence, except woollens$; itva very limite
ed degreey forr nantles in:the: cold -season, atid- metals;
ofi-a-scale also very Hmited; to be worked ap by ehieir
owh drtizaos: for the few utensils they need, h vdly ahy
of: ‘our staple commiodities find a vent amoug the Tudians
theé otherexports which Europe sends-to bidia being chiefiy
ootisutiied by the European population-t: td, and: some-of
the descendantsiof ithe - carly -Portaguese:. settlers; allof
whoni; ‘taken eollectively, form but & sasalt bodyy it viéw
to ariy- quistion of ‘nutional commerce. . - p o mleine
s What iy here said- does not relate” only ‘those: s partss
of ‘Tndia where the Company. have settlementsor. factoriesy
biit-to-all the shores:that embrace the Indian Seas; from:
the Gulifs of Persiaand Arabia to the Eastern Archipelagow
Miiny @dvacates for afree téade muy supposey that’ ifiz. 50
VAt &l Fange - mUmMerous positions, faverable sfor ithewent:
of ‘Eiiropsancommodities; aréstilbunexploréd 3 but they.
ar&inot dwarey - that itf the “British. 'settledients, savhatel
shemselves extend on: the west: to Cambuy ad pusthe
< to Chinay there are a 'number: of--meréhants; ‘native’

e
vl Earopean; who carky he ‘
: diag With> great spiit, sending” heir-shipsutdr

¢ citlierssold ‘on-buaght: suAt il rehoss:
ommodities bavarbaew eriet:bytheséns

found

E. o ;
%fgﬁm&ﬂalw * fIEhe& Lwtle,dem‘and thit hasbeew

i what/is catlediche coastingy -

, 'ﬁs‘ul-&r»'f-o"r*;%m‘mat-ﬁa@h«éx?wke&&%\wsqamﬁt%?

 Campany ands individuals do

S NP BROCRERINGS. 7 - ¥

fgu{xd for then has beensupplied 5 and::
;‘r;;,i,;nséix.  Gan. carry, into such part he 4
commplities; .whigh it s Wow ~ope

from.this comatrys: with more faelit
merch stted.dn

markible zg;arh@;!fp
esparionde g botss,
; .3

ERgh
-

ageito A certain-extanty
asacFags.iof-fieiht: cheapar outward,
ressirgs, than, the-Company -t Pags
Conrtthinky thag. private. ships conld -rais
ineallthe «time:that- | s elapsed singe, o1y
cationey andthesg, toiasmall extent have
Icaxe itqrexpapt theoollens; ncral

f thiscgbuniry; en private, aceount,:
‘gz*“éﬁ? Wﬁﬁﬂgﬁor&t?@fm‘f@;ﬁ% of yriney: :
of Knrgpeans-:rand this is.net.propetly.a Britis
tion, .fieriis &t se:much an-incre o e
g@éﬂgg‘hfg%zﬁg?}épﬁv&te mevchants fr

ticers of the Company/siships, - patt of ‘whose,
ool ’mg‘é‘_frem:& rt,_?g:.t»bé? ips, - part. of whose, a

bl these eircumstanees,: to which,
might be added, the Court- trus
"tb‘@yjﬁ;jl tirg :Gpen 'mg@f -th
of this: cauntryy-wenld, not, in,
considerable degree,. if atall, th
magufatares: - . -

&

t’g _: a@ ’«e
it e B AL ,vd“‘éll'
e10’ the:tradey! 259 iy

1S,

+dLet: it be ipqu in enex , Ia;: ;5 i

o of 40 great i chénge i our odian syt

followed by the.discavery  of uch e ang

ductions of the. East, Such:f1ex
¢

oye:home. cossuiption. of 1
becasserteds:that. the: importa
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own. country, :and . to some of.the  tropical . productiotis
b\ibught‘fﬁidmb'uf';W@s;hﬁl‘l'yd_; . Colonies. Nm can it be
asserted, that new adventurers in the Eastern trade, fitting.

out. from Great-Brit uld, with any . profit to them

‘selves, furnish ‘the home consumption on cheaper terms
than it is now supplied;  for both" the Company, -and

Biitish individuals resident in India, must have an advan~

tage over such adventurers in the provision of goods.there

(British residents in the freight. also), and yet, of late;
the great Indian staple of eotton. piece goods has been.a

losing article in thiscountry,

'~ Now, as to the productions of India valuablefor foreign
comn “the trade of Europeans, of different nations,
‘parts of it, in the course of the last three centuries,
“may. well be presumed to have left little for discovery in
that way. The Portuguese, who, in. their early. time,
spread themselves along all the shores of the Fast, explor-
ed évery considerable part of it, and they were followed
by the” Dutch, English, and French Companies, with
“their numerous establishments, some of which. extended
inland to the Upper India. But the modern European
merchants, resident,in the East, wha have long been the
chief navigati | $..in, what
coasting trade,., have become well acquainted with the
‘commercial capacity of every region washed by the Indian
Seas; so that 1

known,
Familiar to them,.an
Jurpish,” ‘valuable . f

already conyeyed, tht

he commerce of the West, are
ugh the ‘medium_of private. or
eign frade, to Europe.. s '

“The chief commodities suited to the European market,
India

2s. hitherto. been. found ‘to. produce, are

Y

,mdi;go’ raw_cotton, and above ﬂal,l:,k.cotlt‘on %mbgquqt;m;gs
of singular beanty and in endless variety. These last haye,
18 “already intimated,. formed, from. time immemorial,

gtand staple of India; but from the vise and. excel-

“Ienge. of similur manufactures in Europe, -particularly, in

b country, apd from the general impoyerishment

and revolutions have, brought, upon the. Conti~
ope, with the abstrugtions. oppeseds in much
art of it, to our-commerce, the consw

i
&

navigators and adventurers, in what is called the -

hat wany countries supposed here to be little .
hecause little visited by the ships of Europe, are
y ,.and_whatever articles those countries

‘gnices,. f)eppet, drugs, sugar, coffee, raw-silk, saltpetre,

shiips “of

! b?iﬁé,C&PSM?SRbIYs;:Q?Q?é)&%@J |
T ’ an
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and itig not likely that it can be restored to’its former,
standard. ~Spices, sugar, and coffee, have been furnished
chiefly “from' the “Moluccas “and Java; Dutch islands not
in otir possession, nor, in ‘a commercial view; worth the
cipense of conguering and keeping them.” The cinnamon
of Ceylon, now durs, may be brought, in sufficient quan-
tity “for the “supply of all Europe, in one or two of the
Cotiipany’s ships.  Pepper'is a very losing article. ~ Sugar
has'been; of late; ‘imported from' gur territories 3 but the
necéssary expense of conveyance from so great a distance,

s it from being profitable, ‘and 1t can be rmuch
ged onlyat ‘the ‘expense of our West:Indid colo-
. “Raw-silk and indigo, now produced in great’ per-
fectioni'in Bengal and its dependencies, have been bronght
to that state, by the ‘expeiise incarred, and the support
afforded by the Company: Both are articles occupying
little ‘space, in proportion to their value,” The factories
where-the formetr 1s collected ‘and “prepared ‘are in” the

o

years, ‘esiablisied them with- great labour and expense.
Thev can’furnish pot only all'the raw-silk " this country
t

* hands of ‘thie Company, wha have; in the course of many

réquires, ‘but much for the consumption of the Continent,
if 1t was possible to bring it there into competition ‘with -
the raw-silk of ‘Italy, and the tonnage already employed
by the Company-is quite sufficient for its importation from
India. " The indigo produced’ in ‘Bengal and the adjacent
Provinces is* equal, - probably, to three-fourths “of 'the
demaid of all Europe,” and may easily be raised to the
wholé demand ; but the mannfacture. of this article Ts -
entirely, and the'trade in it chiefly, 1n the hands of indi-
viduals, who need and require no shipping from this
cotintry,“exiept what the Company provide, to convey
e, all'that'Europe’can’consume of it. - Saltpetre

; ! onsume, , Ie,
ed - only froni~Bengal, is, for political reasons,
itéd to foreigners, and exported exclusively in thi
¢ Comipany : for the same* reasons, it could
ude llow: the private ships of this country
awayat Pleasiie. - Where then is the scope
and ‘new adventurers,
ion, into ‘the “trade of India with ‘Gréat-
eial, it diay be observed, that thé ¢omis
hitherto come from that country, ‘in
o] siieh’ss the great staple of Cottbn

pleee’ goods; “being “articlés “of Tuxury, can have only ‘a

D2 lisnited

g e =
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limiteds. eofisumption; and that the.demand for.them could,
not be increased, at all in proportionto ‘the number.of
new eompetitors that-should ‘enter into the' trade. © The
same may be said of all kinds of spices'and drugs; . which,
from their nature,: have a hmited consumption:; and,:\}m‘he
régard to the important articles’ of raw-sitk: and indigoy
which require a- further preparation before they are uised,

there.is already: abundant provision:made for their-impor-

tation,-to . the utmost extent of demand. . ;-

~There remains then to be considered, of all’the'com-
modities: above " enumerated, :only the raw material of
eotton; and to:this may be-added anaether, of - hig b impor
tahice, which: India is:in time likely: to ‘produce-abtn<
dantly, namely, hemp. Now, with respect t(_)‘:thé’"fo.t‘n
mer.of these, the Company have formerly 'imported .it,
apd:permitted. private merchants to-do-.so j.but it was
found, that the cotton of India could notenter into-com-
petition with that producéd. nearer home; in:the Brazils,
the:, West-Indies, and North. America. - Of late; since
the: interruption ‘of - our- trade :with:the: last .mentioned
v, the- Company - have ‘themselves commissioned
cetton, from-India, apd have been willing: to: encourage.
individuals to. export.it from thence:;- but' that-it- can.
support a competition with the cotton of Georgia, when.

the . American embargo is taken offy: or become an:article

of -extensive: demand in this country, supplied with: it
fiom so many: nearer: quarters, is not.very likely.. The
calture of hemp-in India is yet in:its infancy. “A: change.
inthe circumstances of Europe may checkit j but if‘itiis
not-ohecked, years must elapse, before the quantity pro-
duged’ can -form a.considerable -article' of exportatien.
And, with regard:-to both these commotlities of :cotton and,
-h@m;p s to-be observed,: first, that cargoes for Europe
tanpot be -compesed. of them only, some other, more
-penderops_for.its bulk, being necessary for dead weight,
and sugar, almost the only article of this nature thag
India cdn'supplyy. must generally be rather-a losing one :
(seeondly, it is to.he.observed, that the private ships @m.i(jr,
40 be.emplayed in India, must be abundantly sufficient fo
the Supply .of all the tonnage that can be requited:for
these articles, which -gould hardly absorh any.very large
‘amount, ¢9fg‘,cgix_i .~ Thus, theny it is also,:a‘?pa’ren,t_,; that
‘the..c .ang productions.of India.afford nonew field

DL MR ‘L B L {,@.f

“peous policy on, the part of the Company. Nething
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of importince for the commercial-enterprize. of the mera.
chants of Gregt Briwaioa: - 0 L 0 Do el
+But were it indeed otherwise, where; inthe present
citcumstances of: .the: European - Continent,= cauld ‘new
sommébdities, imported into this country. from:India, ‘find
a.-vent, “when' many :of: those' already  made; -and of
artieles which® the’ Continent used: to’ take off, remdin i
our; warehouses ? - And--hence may:appear the inappli
cability of that, argument, ‘which has ‘sometimes been
urged-in favor of. enlarging; or rather opening the: Indian
trade te:dindividuals; ¢ that they-should be ‘allowed 'to,
% bring “home the surplus. produce of “India: which" the
¢¢. Company did not require.” © There can be'no: roowm for
additional 1mportations, when the: ordinary scale. proves.
too Jarge.: -But in‘the use of -this plausible plea; respects
ing surplus. produce, there was always a great:fallacy:
It seemed to imply; that .there was a' stock ‘of cotnmet
dities: ih India which' continually remained undisposed of},
svhereas:nothing is 'more evident, than:that the produg=
tions of -any -country: will 'be regulated by 'the ‘demand;,
and- that mo.-agriculturists ‘or- manufactuyrers ‘will: go. on
from year to year to produge that for whichthey hHave
no; sale. . The term; “3s..connected :with the ‘Company,
might also: convey: the:idea, ‘that they were the only
purchasers: in' the “country ;. .whereas, at that very: tithe,
British residents aund:foreign vations: had: the' privilege
of Vexporting: goods: to the western. world, “and there
was.a_great coasting andinternal trade  from ’ ene - part
of India to ‘another.:. But: the argument for permitting
ipdividuals. to-ex port the surplus produce; included fully,
though-not professedly, the - prineiple ‘of “transplanting;

Beitishrcapital to India, in order to raise produce Wthﬁeﬁ

le. which, it may be . thought, this conntry ha:
glready’ carried-sufficiently far in'its-other distant depéin
dencies, owd which could: not-be applied to:India ‘without

glpri;n‘cgp

‘political consequenceg. 10 o o nonile i 3
- ooBut -1t has-béen alleged, that the refusal of the Com«
‘pany. to, make: a goncession, which -appeared to’ them'to
ibe claimed on unsound premises, ‘and to:be: pregnang
with danger, threw that trade, whigh might ‘have bee
;i’%ml;l ght into,the Thames,-mte’ the -hands ¢
-particulacly the: Americans;: whose great ‘progi the
Audian.trade, of: latd:yeats, has been: charged to an-erro,

can
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gan be more mistaken than the whole of this statement. 5 into.the Indian Scas, would take the liberty of sailing to
'S_;évgi-é,l .E.i‘igoll’é,‘?ﬂ’ : Jations having from the hative shves L those q]al:kg[S{“jth?"l would be t_};lp_q’ght.kthc MOost Promis.
reigns of ‘Tadia the right of - possessing settlements ‘%‘.‘d i ing ;_so that, in effect, the opening of the Indian trade
carrying on'trade there, a right which' we had confirmed, i would be not solely or chiefly for this country alone, but
we could not interrupt ‘the exercise of 'it’ whilst they o for other, perhaps for all parts of the world.. = = =
remained at pedce with us ; nor, therefore; divert from i

-.Having . thus shewn, that. the opening of ‘the Indian
them whatever portion of the trade theif means enabled- 4 trade to the subjects of Great. Britain could not materially
them to embrace. ~And, with respect to the Americans, o - 1Increase, eicher the export of the, manufactures of this
they owe theit advancement and siiceess in the Indian i country, or its commerce in the. productions of India,
. irade to the treaty inade with them by our Governtnenit in ] it will uext be proper to cousider,: what the effects of the
1194, to the belligerent state of Europe since that time, proposed change would be upon the East-India Company
and, above all, to the neutral character they  possesséd; : ~aud upon British India. .~
which eriabled them to navigate more cheaply, mote ex- «: And, 1 -the first. place, it would, in.substance snd in
peditiously, as weli as more safely thin oar: merchints 4 form, entirely abolish. the. qualified mouopoly which the
o the Company could, and 'to supply many parts of the Company still enjoys of the Indian trade. . The admission .
Eiitopean Continent and“of South-America, "to. which ] of all private merchants, at.their pleasure, and of theur .
our ships had no access. ~These, with the 1norcase of ships, ‘into that trade, would make it _as perfectly free
¢lié ‘consumption of eastern commodities ‘aimong them- ' a3 the trade to, out Amerjcan or West-Indian. colonigs,
Zélves, are the trae causcs of the growth of the'American There would, as to.India, -be an end of all exclusive
tride -with India; and even the abolition of the ‘Coi= privilege of trade. - This would not be any, madification
pany’s privileges would ‘ot have transferred the share ' of the Act of 1793, but an esseutial departure, from it.
Hhiey dequired of it to our merchants, because it could That act .permitted only the export of :British manufae-

1ot have lessened the ddvantages under which the Ame= tures, and intended, only. to, provide for, the, returns, to
ricans then' catried it 6n, hor have ‘gained us éither the them,, and for the remittance, in goods,; of British fortung:
of theil intetial demand, or “admission to- mary 71 Srony India; both on the ships of the Company. . The pro-

E rts which ‘were open ‘to them. ‘What the Company ‘ posed measure must, in the nature of it, make the trade

Shi

of

Gould ‘do,in the way of vegulation, ‘to reduce the ine. trom India_not merely.a vehicle for the remittance
qiiality between the American traders and our own met- y fortunes acquired there,, or the produce of Buitish.manu- .
ehants; you knotv;” Sir, was' effected, ‘as-soon after the factures, ‘but .2 general trade; and what is a still more

éxpiration of the treaty of 1794 as' His Mujesty’s Go- 1adical change, instead, of -a limited amaunt of tonnage
ernineit thought expedient. = 7 R not incompatible with the Company’s system,.it. admits
" Amiong the ‘speculations of the preserit day, the idea all ships, wighout.any limitation, or aption.on, the payt of
foayFiethaps be saggested, of cariying the productions the. Company:. it throws all India open to.thase ships, and
“éF ‘o 'ifi'dix‘éctiy.‘to‘-‘tllé‘-*ribrt‘s,o’f»'an*thg‘uése‘-and"SP:mi%‘ i thys sets aside_the, Company from:being, the, sole channel
America: ‘and’ eagérness for relief from the pressuie : and medium of the trade, through their own. shipping, o
Which our' comerce now feels; may be ready to makese shipping - engaged by them, which completely, divests
g ‘preat o sacrifice ‘of ‘the: navigation ‘laws: - Bit" sucha _them; of the Jast. remanant of exclusive privilege,in that
measure ‘would essentially exclude the mother  countiy . radg e U IR R o

from ‘being the ‘medinm-and emporium of our Indian . o dtwould be no argument. to say, that.in a i :

: andl whilst it served  to enrich India, rathet that . ~whichs they now. gain. little, they might admit, withont
i Britain; ‘would facilitate the progressof the former o o annehsuerifice, . the rest of the commeraial, world to share
e © idependente. - M, however; sodangersus'an inhovation i o Ehe. loss of the Indian monopoly, such as it was lett
I ‘ stérenot adopted into our commercial code, it i iltogethier by the 4ot -of 1793, wonld: lead, by no.slow . process,
ftcbable ‘that English ships, ‘admitted without limitdtion i o, theseutise subvession; of the: Company s both-am, thets
o . into ' : - ~ cominercia]

a y

i ) ‘
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commercial and political capacity, and of that system
which the - Legis'ature has appointed for the government
of ‘Britishi India, of which system the Company forms an
integral and esscntial part. -
Fthe Indian trade were thrown open, ships would,
at first no doubt, swarm into it, and there weuld be
a ruinous compotitien in the markcets, both -abroad and
at home. Goods would be enhanced in cost there, as
well as deteriorated in quality : the selling prices at
home, already too low, reduced still lower, and the
market overstocked. This was the effect, 1 some mea-
sure, produced by throwing open the trade in the time
of Oliver Cromwell, who, after the experience of a few
years, revived the Company. The same effect followed
From the collision of the Old and New Companies, in
the beginning of the last century, which forced them to
unite, and their union received the sanction of Govern-
fnent. It is not sufficient to say, on this head, that ins
creased demand abroad will produce increased supply,
“and the diminished price of goods at home increase the
sales, so that things will, at length, in both countries,
find their due level.,  From the nature of the Indians and
their division into castes, it is not so easy among them,
as in Europe, to meet an increased demand by increased
production; and it is still less easy, when thev can sub-
sist by furnishing things of low or ordinary quality, to
shake them aim at ¢xcellence, which the supposition of
increased salesat home would require. But of such an
increase, in the présent and prospective state of “the
trade in Indian imports, enough has been -above said to
shew the improbability ; and before that supposttion
eould, in any case, be realised, the ruin of the parties
immediately embarked in the trade (a trade so distanty’

requiring large capitals, and making slow returns) might-

be completed, with the ruin also of the Company, whose
establishments would have been deranged by this great
change. If the change itself did not occasion the fall’ of
the Company, thedisappointments which the private ad-

ventdrers could net fail to experience would, by ‘them,”

be charged. to the influence of the remaining privileges
of “the Company, and they would not vest until- the
whole were extinguished.  But it maybe observed here,
and it is an observation which might be arged more foru-

“ally ‘and fully, that alhoughythe Company have the-just-

est
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#stclaim to those territories, which the powers vested in
them by the laws of this land, the abiiity of their ser-
vants, and the hazards they have encountered, have ena-
bled them to acquire, and that this right was never ques-
tioned, until the acquisitions, and consequently the merit
of making them, became great ; yet that, in ‘a more pe-
culiar sense, all the principal marts and factories of: Bri-
tish India are their property, acquired in their purely
commercial period, either with their money or by grzm‘ts
from the native princes of the country, and that the
power of admitting settlers and traders to them strictly
belongs to the Compauy. T
. One part of the present system, and a beneficial ong
for all 'parties, - is to have only one place of sale for Indian
goods, that is TLondon ; to make all sales by public auc-.
tion at stated periods, and these sales to-be regulate,d;-an'd
conducted - by the Company. With. the propdsed en-
largements, it wonld seem hardly possible to _continue
~1:ha;c practice,  Different towns would: have their ,'6\;v'n,
sales; at-their own times. Individuals migbt,f'réq‘uéﬁt.ly.
chuse to dispese of their goods by. private bargain. The
g‘efxeral,; resort of buyers which the sales were -wont: to:
bring to London, a resort often productive of other coms
mercial speculations, would thus be - at an.end ; and the
benefit derived from public auction,; when that was the:
sole mode, would be lost, in the midst. of many ’prii"at'é"
sales and competitions: but to dispose: of th_e goo‘dsv'of_
the -Company by . private negociation, might:opéﬁ a
door to many abuses, which would render that mode. to~
tally unsuitable for their business. The Company',WWith
sucha competition, could not go 6n to purchase the goods
of India. With the cessation of their Indian trade)’
their Indian subordinate factories, which have been ear,
ed: ‘in- the course of more than a century, and which |
are the seats of the best manufactures produced in the
country, must be abandoned; and all. the commercial.
branch of their civil servants be thrown out of employ:
Their purchases of goods at home, for the Indian marks
et, must also cease, with the circulation of money whichi
has enabled them to suppott their credit iti England, and
to provide for the payment of bills, which it has beer
long.and necessarily the practice to_draw on them from
India; a practice which, under such 4 change of “cir.
cumstances, could. not be captinued; and, in geheral;

. £ e T othe”
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the great aid which the political affairs of British India
have, at all times, derived from the commercial credit
and resources of the Company with the reciprocally bene-
ficial co-operation of the different parts of the Company’s
system, must thus be destroyed. Inlike manner, the
Company must cease to employ the numerous class of
excellent ships they have engaged for the Indian trade,
ships constructed for warlike defence as well as for com~
merce, and rendered expensive only, by being necessa-
rily destined and fitted for the performance .of political
services. 'Those ships the Company have contracted to
employ for the term of their duration: there is a large
capital embarked in them, and they can be employed in
no other way than in that for which they were built.
‘When they can no longer be kept up, the means of con-
veyance they have hitherto so well afforded for troops,
and the large supplies of naval and military stores annu-
ally sent to India, must be Jost.

But there is no reason to believe the evils would end
here. The monopoly of the China trade, which it is
proposed to continue, would not be safe. British ships,
when permitted to range at pleasure through the Indian
seas, however interdicted from that trade, would attempt
to participate in it, either by resorting to it as the country
ships do, under color of carrying on the coasting trade,
or by other means obtaining teas, and the other produc-
tions of China, at the most convenient Indian ports. Love
of gain, disappointments in other ways, the hope of im-
punity, would stimulate their conductors to break through
restrictions imposed in this country. British subjects, who
now navigate the Indian Seas, sail from some one of our
established settlements there, and are amenable to the
laws of it: it would not be so with men having no'do-
micile in India. In ranging the numerous islands and

coasts of the Eastern Scas, where they would be unknown,.

and whence they could not be followed to England by
complaints, the probability of impunity might tempt them
to commit upon the weak natives, accustomed to.repose
confidence in Englishmen, acts of injustice and licentious-
ness, which would wound the national character, raise
complaints throughout India, and set the people against
ps. In this manner the Portuguese formerly rendered them-
selves odious in the East, and contributed to the downfall
of their own power, In China, where the effects of such a
B spirt

i
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spirit would be most to be feared, we could exercise no au-
thority, suflicient to control men not within the reach of
the Indian Governments, or to defeat their schemes and as-
sociations for eluding the laws. Practice would embolden
them, and time increase their numbers. It is bardly con-
ceivable they would not venture upon irregularitics which
would offend the Chinese Government, who, whilst the
delinquents escaped: to England with impunity, would
doubtless take satisfaction of the national factory; and
the pride and jealousy of that government, alarmed by
repeated instances of this nature, from the desultory
visits of a new order of Englishmen, insubordinate to
the representatives of the nation, might deterine to
dismiss the whole together. If this extreme case be not
supposed, which however is too probable and too mo-
mentous in its: consequences to be hazarded, can it be
(.}oubtedf, that whilst the duties on tea continue at even the
fourth part of what they are at present, private English
ships adventuring to the Eastern Seas will not, by means
of country vessels and intermediate ports, if by no other
means, procure teas, and revive the practice of smuggling
them into this kingdom? The consequence seews in-
evitable, and the ships of our own country, especially if
allowed to chuse their port of discharge, as the pro-
posed change secems to require, would have facilities,
which those of foreign Europe or America could not com-
mand. In these ways, the China monopoly of the Com-
pany, reduced in its profits, would be rendeved like-
wise insecure, and in the end untenable; and the noble
fleet of ships, employed in that wade by the Com-
pany, must be also laid aside. How the immense
revenue, now derived by Government from the very
high duties on tea, could, under such circuinstances, be
realized, or 4 substitate found for them, may be an im-
portant, and, to all appearance, a most difficult subject
of enquiry.

_But a more serious consequence than all these wouid
still remain. A free trade to India would, unavoidably,
draw- after it the residence of numerous and continually
increasing Europeans there, whatever prohibitions might,
at first, be opposed to their settling 1 the country. When
all restraint to the importation of ships and goods is
taken. off, men must be allowed to follow their property,.
and to remain at the place where. they land it till they

E 2 have’
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have disposed of it: they must be allowed to navigate the
Indian Seas, and to returnto the sawe place when their
business calls them : they will thus, insensibly, and with
hardly reasonable grounds for opposition, domiciliate
themselves ; nor would an unsuccesstal  trade  prevent
them, but many would seek to indemnify themselves on
shore for their losses by the voyage. The iustances of
such s~ttlements will be numerous, and it will be impos~
sible for any polce to follow up the cascs ot individualsy-
and continually to exercise a rigorous system of exclu-
sion, This has not hitherto been done, though attended
with comparatively little difficulty; and the . attempt
would soon, under the new order of things, be abans
doned us hopeless. Colonization wmust, in such case, fol-
low. Large communities of Earopeans will struggle  for
popular rights : new feelings with respect to the mother’
country, new interests and artachments will then spring-
up; and in a region so remote, SO rich and populousy
and so accastomed to yield to the ascendancy of 'the
Eidropean character, the tendency and process of these
things cannot be difficult to conceive. Pl
" With the prospect of all these consequences, commer=
cial and political, before the Court, it is impossible that
they, as faithful guardians of the interest committed to
their care, or as men truly solicitous for the welfare of
their country, which they profess themselves to be, can’
advise their constituents to seek a renewal of their Char-
ter, on conditions which would despoil it of all its solid
advantages, deprive the Company of their most valua-
ble privileges, and incapacitate them from performing,
for themselves and the nation, the part hitherto assigned
to them in the Indian system. Such a further enlarges
ment of the Indian trade, in favor’ of individuals, as
ihay be compatible with the preservation of these essen-

tial objects, the Court will, ‘in present circumstances,
certainly be disposed to recommend, They will be ready
to enter into a serious enguiry concerning the concessions

which may be made, without trenching upon the prin--

ciples established by the Act of 1793; and they. trust
that the justice and ‘wisdom of His -Majesty’s Ministers

will not require the Company to make essential sacrifices;

for the sake of giving to the Public what would, after all;

be more an ideal than a real benefit, and be, in other
‘yespects, productive of incaleulable disadvantages. :
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The other important proposition which is next to be.
cgn_sxdered, is the transfer of the Indian Army to the
King. The reasons assigned for this proposition are
that an end may be put to the jealousies and divisions:
which have too much prevailed, between the officers of
His Majesty’s army and those employed by the Company
and that the responsibility in the country, of providilng"'
for -the military defence of India, may be ascertained
and strengthened. . : -
- The Indian army is the main instrument by which
the Corppany have acquired and retained the. territorial
possessions they have added to the British Empire. The
people of those countries submitted more easily to an
authority exercised by means of a body formed from
among themselves. We fought battles and governed:
provinces as the native powers did ; and our new subjecis
undisgusted with the sight of a foreign conquering arm‘y’.
supposed the government to coutinue substantially thc,:‘
same, and the principal change to be in the individuals
who exercised it.  The constitution and character which
this Indian army bas acquired, have been the subject of
just-adwiration. These have been owing, essentially to
the happy mixture of bravery and gencrosity, of firmness
and kindness, exercised towards the Sepoys by their
European officers. The superior lights and energy of
the European character have directed the powers and
conciliated the prejudices of the native troops ; but it
was because the officers knew the people and their preju-
dices well. These officers had been trained up among
thém from an early age: the nature, the usages, and ili%
Janguage of the natives, were become familiar to them ;
and the natives, remarkably the creatures of habit, i[;
return, {rom being accustomed, became attached to them.
Without such knowledge, however, on the part of the
officers, they might every day have revolted the minds of
so peculiar a race, and have alicnated them from our ser-
vice and government. ) .
An Indian military education, from an early age, is
essential to the formation of a good Sepoy officer; and
gradual rise in the service by. seniority, is o less indis-
pensable. - In this way, the Indian army has been consti~
tuted and rendered eminently efficient ; and all measures
t.end‘mg ta change or weaken the constituent parts of tlii;
}fal_)rxc, are to be deprecated. “When, excepting dfew

regiments
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regiments of Europcan wrtillery and infantry, the whole

military force of British India was composed of Sepoy

corps, the officers of that army, of ceurse, ‘possessed et

tire the emoluments and advantages which the service

afforded. The introduction of Europeun troops from His

Majesty’s army into India altered this state of things.

Young officers, of no Indian experience, who had ob-

tained their commissions by purchase, took rank of men

of long and tried service : the King’s oflicers were thoughs
to come in, also, for too large a share of employments and

advantages. To redress the complaints which the Com-

pany’s officers made of supercessions and partialities, gm@

to.give them a better share ol the beneh.ts7 of ?h_e SC)‘V)IC&:,

was the leading object of Lord Cornwallis’s Military 1 iqn
of 1794, and with him a principal motive for proposing to
transfer the Indian army to the King, noother practicable
means having then occurred to him. But the object was,
in.substance, attained by the Military Regulations of 1796,
passed in concert with His Majesty’s Government, without
that transfer, of. which his Lordship did not revive the
idea on his last return to India, those regulations having
given increased rank and retiring pay to tllelqﬁicegq cft.
the Company’s army. The causes of complaint, ow-
ever, did not entirely cease. To avoid the collision: of
authorities, the Company had adopted the Lusage of ap-
pointing the Commander;m-(?h;ef of the King’s troops,
also their Commander-in-Chief ; and one consequence of
shis has been, that the Company’s officers, resident from
early youth in India, possessing little n?ﬂuffxl'ce m’Lnglqnd,:
unknown to officers of high rank in His Mujesty’s service,
have thought themselves treated with less favour and. dis-
tinction, than younger officers of that service ‘§'ecen-tly‘
arrived, but better patronized. You know, Su',w that:
there have been instances of this sort, which the Court,
with the sanction of your Board, have interposed tor
repress : but as loug as the Dritish force in India is made
up of two armies, so differently constituted, with so larges
a. portion of King's officers, the whole commanded by
venerals of His Majesty’s service, there will, probably,
be real or apprehended ground for the like complaints.
‘They do not arise because one army has the honour'to

belong to His Majesty and the other serves the: Company,
: R

but because the constitution of the two armies are radi-
cally different, -and must continue so, whether the armies
' o ' are

~
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are under one head or two. The Indian army canuot be
maintained without officers attached toitfrom an carly age,
and rising by seniority.  Frequent changes of King’s regi-
ments serving in India, and the consequent frequent arrival
of young men, promoted in them by purchase, cannot be
avoided : the former class will be comparatively unknown
to the King’s commanders, the latter will have among
them the connections of those commanders, or of men of
influence in England. It is not difficult to sce, therefore,
to which side the exercise of military patronage willlean;
and to prevent causes of complaint, and to keep the baw
lance even, must be an important object in the Govern-
ment of India. It does not scem the way to effect this, to
put the Indian army wholly in the power of the Com-
mander-in-Chief. It is of the partiality of that station of
which the Company’s officers have sometimes complained ;
and the Court see no reason whatever to suppose, that
their jealousy and dissatisfaction would be removed, by
putting them entirely under its control : and, indeed, by
placing two armies, of such different races and so differs
ently constituted, under the same master, it would seem
difficult to avoid attaching the idea of permanent inferio-
rity to that which was Indian. Nor is it a thing to be
taken for granted, that the Sepoys, so much, as already
observed, under the influence of habit, would chuss to be
transierred from that service to which they bave been
always accustomed, to one of which they have little expe-
rience, and that experience not always of a conciliatory
kind. . To place the officers of the Indian army wholly
under that authority of which they have hitirerio com-
plained, does not certainly appear to be the way to render
them easy. It might, on the contrary, lead to serious
discontent 5 and though the Court would be far from
countenancing that spirit among their cfficers, or vielding
to any irregular exertion of it, yet it must be said, on the
other hand, that those officers are a body of men who
have deserved too well of the Company and their counury,
to have real causes of discontent; and that it would be
impolitic to adopt any system, likely to generate such
causes, either among them or the men they command.

- With regard to the other reason assigned for the pro-
posed change, the Court beg leave to observe, in the first
place, that they do not perceive the necessary connection
between the Inconvenience which is alleged, and the

: remed;{”
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remedy suggested for it since, if itwere true that the

westion of renonsibility in England, respecting the ap=
porarment of Commander-in-Chicf, lay under an obscurity
and vucertanty detrimental to the public service, 1t does
not appear to follow that the Indian -army ought to be
transferred to the King, to remedy this defect. But, in
the humble apprehension of the Court, no obscurity hangs
over that question. The appointment of Commanders-in=
Chicf of the King's forces there rests with His Majesty
and the officer chosen by bim will, by virtue of his com=
mission, generally command the Company’s army- ow
service. The appointment of Comroanders-in-Chief for
the Company’s army is placed, by law, in the first ins
stance, in the Court of Directors, but with a power vested
in His Majesty to annul such appointments. - This neces<
sarily points to an agreement between His Majesty’s.
Government and the Court of Directors,"in respect to’
those appointments, and: the Court are not aware, ‘that
they have, on dny occasion, used the share of .power left
to them by this arrangement, for the exereise of .which
they feel that' they "are responsible, to ‘the prejudice -of
the pablic service, 'T'héy must, at the'same time, humbly -
express their‘opinion, that - the law, as it now stands, i
wisely eonecived, siuce 1t does not halvethe responsibility;.

but double ‘it, waking ‘both His Majesty’s Government:
and the Court of Directors fully answerable for the ap=-

ointment: of the Company’s Commanders-in-Chief: and
i itshould still be said; that, in point of fact, the selecs
tionw of ‘& Commander-in-Chief for His Majesty’s forces

may ‘be render=zd difficult, by reluctance, on- the part:of -

the Court, to dccept of the same officer for the command

of “the Company’s army, it may be justly - replied, that'’
they make a sacrifice to the ‘public interest, in agreeing
that the Commanders-in-Chief of His Majesty’s shall also .

be-the Company’s; and when he is not only to command
their army, but expects to be made a Member of their
civil and political Government, it cannet be deemed:
unireasonible; that they should possess the right: of ‘satis~

fying themselves as to his cowmpetency for filling those:
high*officés: “neither is ‘it, as they think, to be shewn
from theoretical reasoning, or by an appeal to facts,: that

the service will suffer, of has suffered, by their assertionf
of this right. s :
‘But the strongest objections of the Court to the pro=
S ' posed

B
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posed transfer arise from political considerations. They
‘conceive the continuance of the Indian army in the bands
of the Company to be essential to the adminisiration of
the civil, tinancial, and political affairs of British India,
according to the present system. The Company’s Go-
vernment has hitherto been respected, both by 1ts ewn
subjects and foreign powers, because it pessessed a great
military force. Organizing . this force, enlarging or
reducing it at pleasure, appointing its officers, rewarding
amerit, punishing the unworthy, providing for the com-
fortable retirement of the veteran soldier. and officer,
and, in short, exercising all the functions of a governing
pOWer over a very numerous body of men of high military
spirit, it has possessed all the respectability and the
beneft of their attachment and ﬁdeﬁty.. Looking upon
the Meunbers of the civil Government and the body of
civil servants as belonging to the same master with
themselves, and as the first order in the state, they have
paid a willing obedience to their authority, and have
thereby upheld their internal administration and thetr
consequence abroad. The introduction of certain Kingls
regiments has been understood, as it was intended, to be
merely in support of the public interest under the exist-
ing system : but if the Company were to be divested of
the-whole of their military force and power; if they were
to be no longer masters of a single regiment, no longer
capable of entertaining any soldiers nor of giving one
subaltern’s commission ; if the immense body of men, who
have so long looked up to them, were to be transferred
from them, the people mast consider their power as
fallen and drawing rapidly to a close. Continuing still to
their Governments a general control over the employ-
ment of the army, and to their civil servants the internal
administration of their affairs, would give the people no
assgrance to the contrary. Those servants, in the dis-
charge of their different functions of judges, magistrates,
collectors, could not expect the same vespect and support,

ither from public opinion or the attachment of the native

treops;, 4s when all looked to the same head for protee-

tign, patronage,-and reward, Indeed, to make so wide -

a separation of the military from the civil power; to take

atways'tha‘organizat_iou, the interior regulation, and with
these, the patronage of the army, from the local Govern-_

menty 0 place s those powers in the hands of the
: F -~ Commander=
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Commander-in-Chief, subject only, in the exercise of
them, to an authority at the distance of half the globe,
would throw the means and the temptation of a dangerous
ascendancy into the scale of the military department,
which, constituted by His Majesty, might casily be led to
slight the civil servants of a meaner master, and their
chance of distant redress.  Among the natives of India it
has been usual to consider the military power, and those
possessing it, as pre-eminent; and they see, in some
examples of the present day, that power, under the 1dea
of assisting the civil and political administration, actually
controlling it. The Company’s Government, in short,
lowered and over-shadowed in this way, would not, in
.the opinion of the Court, continue to possess the authority
‘mecessary for the proper administration of the atfairs of
“that great empire; and it might then be conceived, that
-a further change only could supply what was defective. -
. But this is not the only way in which the measure in
question appears to the Court to be pregnant with danger.
1t proposes to place in the entire disposal of the Crown,
.a regular army, amounting to one hundred and forty
thousand men, commanded by above three thousand
‘European officers, .having a great variety of places of
_honor and emolument; and all the vast patronage attach-
ing tosuch an aray (saving the nomination of cadets)
~would, mediately or immediately, be under the influence
‘or. control of some of the Members of His Majesty’s
‘Government.. This would be a signal departure from the
- spirit and letter of the Acts of 1784 and 1793, a pro-
fessed principle of which was, that the Indian patronage,
civil and military, should be kept entirely out of the
‘hands of the servants of the Crown. It is not for the
-Court to enlarge upon a proposition so momentous; but
. they beg leave,. with the utmost deference, to state, that
.they would deem it a derveliction of their duty, to which
~ho consideratlon could induce them to submit, to recom-
-mend. any measure of this description to the adoption of
-their constituents. Knowing however, Sir, your concerh
_for-the- promotion. of the public interest, a concern which
“we have trequently witnessed, the Court still fatter them-
..selves, that the consideration of the renewal of the Com-
.pany’s Charter, a measare. which they believe to be for
~-the Interest of the nation as well as of the Company, will
>go on without your Insisting-on this proposition, or any
) furthes
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farther on the other which has been above discussed, than
may be really compatible with the preservation of the
present Indian system.
We have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servants, .
(Swgned) EpwArD PARRY,
' CHARLES GRANT.
The Rt. Hon. Robert Dundas,
&e. &e. &e.

et r—

At a Secret Committee of Correspondence,
The 28th February 1809.

The Chairman and Deputy Chairman reported to the
Committee, that in consequence of an invitation from the
President of the Board of Commissioners, they had yes-
terday an interview with him, in which he discoursed
with them on the present state of the negotiation for- the
renewal of the Company’s Charter.  He inquired, in the
first place, whether the Company would have occasion ‘to
apply to the Public for pecuniary aid in the course of thie
presentyear. To this inquiry the Chairman and Deputy
answered, that from an estimate lately’ made up of the

"Company’s receipts and payments, till the month ‘of Ja-
nuary 1810, it appeared probable they might be able to

do without any.public assistance till that period 5 but that
this could not be positively affirmed by the Chairs without
further and more certain Investigation. 'Mr. Dundas then
said, that if the Company were not under a necessity of
coming to ‘Parliament this session on the score of their
finances, he thought it would be expedient to delay the
agitation of the subject of the Charter in Parliament -till
next session, because the' Committee of the House of
Commons for inquiring into the state of the Company’s

“affairs, recently re-appointed, being about to examine
“into all ‘the great branches of those affairs, which would
‘necessarily engage the public attention on the rencwal of
‘the Charter, it would be expected by the House, that the
“reports of that Committee should be submitted to them,,

before the question of tie renewal was brought forward,
d from'the number ‘and -weight of the subjects to be

dhivestigated, it’ would be ‘impracticable to report upon
_them; soon enough to afford sufficient time to the House to

go
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6 through the consideration of them in the remainder of
B0 W YYS 2 ’ e g
the ‘session : it "was, therefore, Mr. Dundas’s opiniony
that it would be advisable to postpone the agitation of the
qhestion until next session ; bu:c before he ﬁ_xed hls deter-:
minatiori, he wished to receive the sentiments of .the-
Chairs and the Committee of Correspondence on this im=
portant point, and those sentiments would ‘p‘robably in-:
fluence him in shaping his answer to the last Lrtter-of thei
Court, dated 13th January 1809, on-the -_rcnewal of the
Charter. The Chairman and Deputy Chairman beg leave
to state, that they, in reply, expressed their opinion go
be clearly in-favor of proceeding with the business of 't e
€harter  this session, if it should be practicable for the
Committee of the House to make the requisite reports i
due time. : , ] R

The Committee having deliberated on this communica~
von, are of op'rhion, first, ;‘uat it w\il; be - necessary tor
form as accurate an estimate as possible of the home
finances of the Company for the current year; s_ect:).nqb:@
that it is very - desirable the renewal of the Compaiy’s
Charter shonld be breught forward in I"grhamgnt;‘t“h@
session, even if the'C(l)mp‘an?f should s'tand‘ in need "Qi ‘o
pécuniary .aid ; but, thirdly, that if the _Select“dC(;lini;
Tittee’ cannot preparé their reports in due “-“ie," and His
Majesty’s Ministers deem it proper te wait till next setf-
sion, the Court must, of course, acquiesces yet'in- the
wish and hope, that if any circumstances should occur in:
the course of the present session, favorable to the agita-
tion of the measure, it may still be brought forward;
and if notin'this‘session, as early as possible in t_h(j:fne’x;t_;_;;«
to which end the Committee will be very ready to proceed.
with the President of the Board of €ommissioners in the
discussions already commenced.-

Extizr from the CHAIRMAN and Depury CmaAlr-
MAN {o the Right Honorable Rosert Dunpas.

e (Private)
“Sitx .. Hast-India House, 5th December, 1809

. From the conference the Chairs had: the honor to hcxld
with you “on ‘the’ £3thof ‘Kebruary,. on the .subjiztl;s:ir
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renewal of the Company’s Charter, we were given to.

understand, that although His Majesty’s Ministers did not "
deem it expedient to bring that subject under the consi-

deration of Parliument in the session then preceding, it
might, in their opinion, be proper to prepare for the
agitation of it in the next following ote. :

~"We tiow, therefore, by theauthority of the €ommittee

of Correspondence, whom the Court of Directors. have’
empowered to conduct the details of negociation on the:

subject in question, beg leave to state to .you, that, in

their opinion, it is desirable the discussion concerning
the renewal of the Charter should be brought on in the.
ensuing. session, both on account of the geueral situa-.
tion-of the Company’s affairs, and also on account.of the.
particular pressure on their finances (arising chiefly from
the: transfer of .certain sums of she Indian debt to Kng-
kand) which we have already had the henor to represent
to.you and to. Lord Harrowby, and which renders neces-
sary such an-application for public aid, as may, of itself,
be.expected to lead to a general consideration of the Com-,
pany’s affairs, ' :

' We therefore take the liberty to propose,. that the dis--
enssions between you and the Court, on the subject of the.

Charter, be resumed, from the point at which they were
left by the letter the Chairs addressed to you, under date
the 13th January last. . S -
: We have the honor to be, .Sir, o

Your most obedient humble servants, .
. ‘... (Signed) . . CHARLES GRANT,
hen i c oo ... WILLIAM. ASTELL.. .
The Rt. Hon. Robert Dundas, - : o
o o &ey &es &e

prmse——mtaed

LerTeR from the Right Flonorable Lorp Viscount
-« MeLvitLe tothe Cra1rRMAN and DEpyTy CHAIR-
MAN, dated the 17th December, 1811, . .

Gentlemen, ZIndia Board, 17th December, 1811.
. G TREw oy ) . . .

..., Understanding from you, that it is the wish and
apinion " of 'thé - Cowrt “of  Directors,-that a proposition
shotild: be submitted. to: Parliament:in -the course. of ‘the

ext session, for .eontinwing: to the East-India Companys,
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for a further term, their privileges of exclusive trade and
the government of the British territorial posscssicns i
India; it will be necessary, before I can proceed with
you to the discussion of that question in all its details,
that certain preliminary matter should be again brought
under your consideration,

In a letter which I addressed to the Chairman and
Deputy Chairman, on the 28th December. 1808, the
outlines of such a system, in regard to the trade between
this country and the Fast-Indies, were stated, as His
Majesty’s Government at that time were willing to pro-
pose to Parliament. In a reply to that letter, dated the
13th January 1809, detailed reasons were urged, for
the Court of Directors declining to ¢ advise their con=
“¢ stituents to seek a renewal of their Charter, on cons<
*¢ ditions which” (as asserted by the Chairman and De-
puty Chairman) ¢ would despoil it of all its solid. ad-

. vantages, deprive the Company of their most valuable -
¢¢privileges, and incapacitate them for performing for -

“f.themselves and the nation, the part hitherto assigned
¢ to them in the Indian system.” : DR
-1 do not feel it requisite, in this stage of the business,
to enter upon a minute examination of the arguments
from. which. that conclusion. was drawn. Many of them:
have reference. to possible “dangers, which might arise
from a system of trade wholly unrestricted ; agaipst which
dangers, however, it was expressly admitteg in my. lets
ter, that it would be essentially necessary to guard. A
considerable portion of their reasoning, also, would lead
to, the inference,. as a general proposition, applicable to
all cases of foreign .and distant trade, that a monopoly
was more beneficial to both countries than an unrestrained
commerce ; and that the facilities intended to be afforded
to private trade with India, by the Act of 1793, were
inexpedient and impolitic. There are several statements
in the letter, in which I fully concur ; but it is unneces-
sary to advert to them at present, because, if the Court
of :Directors adhere to the above-mentioned determina:
tion; I cannot hold out to you the least. expectation, that
His, Majesty’s Government will be disposed . to depart
from the proposal contained in my letter, or that they
will concur in any application to Parliament, for the
countinuance of a system of trade, conducted under all
the restraints now imposed upon it; and for the pera
R manency
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manéney of which the Court of Directors have so stre-’
nuously contended. If they are willing, on the other
hand, that the ships as well as goods of private mer-
chants, may be admitted into the trade with India, under
such restrictions as may be deemed necessary, I shall be
ready to discuss with you all the other details of the
system. i

There are two points, however, of considerable im-~
portance, which arc adverted to in the above-mentioned
letters, and on which it may be advisable that I should
state to you shortly what occurs to me.

The first relates to the transfer of the Company's army
to the Crown; a measure which has been ‘frequently
suggested by persons intimately acquainted with the mi-
litary concerns of the Company, and whose opinions
are entitled to great consideration. It is impossible, how-
ever, not to admit, that several weighty objections to
such a change are stated in the letter of the 13th Ja-
nuary 1809. Events which have since occurred must,
aiso, have an influence in deciding this question, and may
possibly saggest the expediency of adopting other mea-~
sures for promoting the discipline and efficiency of the

~army ‘in India. Further discussion on this subject may

be deferred till a fature opportunity, and any arrange-
ments which may be deemed proper can be carried into

_effect, without having recourse to special legislative

‘enactments, . L
The other point to which L allude, is the proposition for

~enabling the Company to meet the heavy demands which

were then-expected, and which, to a certain extent, have
since come upon them, by the transfer of their Indian
debt to this country.  All'uncertainty, as tothe possible
-amount of those demands, is new removed ; and the pe-
riod, I should hope, is arrived, to which, ‘dur}ng some
years, we have looked forward with anxiety, for provi-
ding out of the Company’s own resources, without  any
pecuniary aid from the Public, the means of enabling
them to satisfy all the claims of their Indian creditors.
_The sanction of Parliament will probably be n:cessary
for carrying into effect any arrangement for that pur-
pose; and if the Court of Directors are willing that these
discussions, on the renewal of the Charter, shall proc‘eedl,
in so far as relates to the question of the trade, on the
principle to which Lhave adverted, T shall be ready te
‘ receive
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receive from you any sug‘gestior;s you hmay gawfz ytowcgi?:;
] i b, ¢ the mode by
onthe subject of the debi, and on the I e b
you propg)sc that funds for its liquidation shall be pro-
vided.
‘ 1 have the honor to be, Gentlemen,
Your most obedient humble servant,
( Signed) MELVILLE.
The Chairman and Deputy Chairman :
- of the East-India Company.

P

Lerrer from the CHAIRMAN and DvEpqu‘*zf Ccp‘x)?r;;z;
‘MAN to the Right Honorable Lorp Viscoun
MELVILLE. o ) ‘
My Lord, East-India House, 4th March 11_8'1.:2.

We duly received and laid before the Court of }p:-
rectors your Lordship’s letter of the 17¢h of December last.

We trost that the great importance of the matter con=

tained in it will explain, in a satisfactory manner, to your

Lordship and to His Majesty’s Goverlr}mem,; uéhy an an-
, . o Y106 . i :
er has not been prepared at an earlier pe -

s"vBy - that letter we think it is to be u ndgrstogd ,v‘»tha,t H&s

Majesty’s Ministers -have made up “their minds;: -pot:vhc;

hold outto the East-India Company an expect'gflt;mn »et

their being disposed- to concur in an -o{fex'fto';gm ;:g;::t
At i : inu of the  pre
‘anv - proposition for vth.e contmuam.:e ‘ '

:fsteny; g; g’ade with India, at the close of the.t_enim

limited by the Act of 1793, which is now nearly.exp);:nég,

without a previous consent, on the part of the vE:sht'-» nt l:a

Company, as' the basis of such concurrence, atsn e

¢rade with India shall be extended to the ships, aswe a8
oods of private merchants, under such 1:estrff:t1§2§ as

ignay be deemed necessary: but that His yaje:}y st< of‘I';if;
ini i to the subject-of the
are of opinion, with respect cof ;

;f::ianxarmyfthat the idea which was held out in'your

Lordship’s fetter of the: 28th Pecember.1808, vf»'elafme tg

the transfer of -the Company’s army to the Clown,é W*‘f

not be contended for;.and that, upon these:grounds ot

wnderstanding; your Lordship will be: »prgparfﬁd; ;9 :-xileime
from the Coust of Directors any: suggestions . whic d:hf{
fay have-to offer en:the subject of the: Company's deb,
ahd uponthe -mode. by, which the Cours propose that funds
for its liqnidation should be provided.

From
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- From the terms in’ which the first proposition, réspect.
ing the trade with India, has been brought to ‘the notice
of the Court, they conceive that it is intended, on the
part of His Majesty’s Government, to preclude the Court
tfrom any further agitation of a question already so fully
discussed. - The Court, indeed, cannot avoid considering
this as the obvious interpretation of your Lordship’s letter,
respecting a point upon which, perhaps, it might be out
of their power to offer any arguments, not contained i
the letter of the Chairs to your Lordship, of the 13th of
January 1809,

_* Whatever opinion, therefore, the past expetience and
daily ebservation of the Court may have justly induced
them to form upon this subject, or however incontrovers
tible they may believe many of the arguments to be, that

are made use of ‘in the letter of the Chairs to your Lord-

ship, to which they have veferred, they think it theird aty
to state, that if this alteration be made an indispensable;
condition; ‘on the part of 'His Majesty’s Ministersy of their
proposing to-Parliament \he renewal of the Company’s
privileges, the Court will, though reluctantly, ofter thig
measure to ‘the: consideration of .the Proprictors, with
whom alane the power rests of: consenting - to' such a fin-
damental change invthe constitution.of the Company. Bat
they must; at the same time, beg leave, ‘in'the most unes
quivacal manner to.declare their conviction, that though
this alteration may, and probably will, be attended with
many serious inconveniences to the whole frame of -thut
Government, which, whatever opinion may- have beew
formed: of: its imperfections, has; beyond all'dispute; ac+
quired and maintained for Great Britain a -paramount;
and almeost undisputed sovereignty .in the East, it wiliinot
give ta the nation those commercial advantages, “which 1t
has:beén: the habit of many'of the commercial interests. of
this Country.to contemplate, - - R S h
1 he Court, however, hope it will be umnderstoed b
yourLordship, that they have ‘entertained this opinion,
#ot: upon the narrow, and now. justly exploded ground;
which they. are sorry to .see has been imagined by yous
Lerdship taexist; that the Company have ever considered
amonopoly to-be more beneficial in-all cases of ¥ foreiss
e distant-tragle, than an unrestiatned commerée,” -but
upon: the conviction: with which they. have been ?émpzzﬁss?tgds
v : ‘ G oo cthak
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¥hat'sn exelusive trade with India is the only one realty
applicable to the maintenance of the public interests with
‘that ‘countiy, interwoven as that trade is with the very
frameand -integrity of those: possessions; and resting, 48
it doés, upon many highly important considerations,
‘which are, in no wise, applicable to-other commerciad
establistiments. , Lo R
- I support - of these opiitions; the Court beg leave to
eniclosé abstract copies of the Accounts (A and B),- which
have been- called for, andlaid before the Committee of the
“Honorable House of Commons upon East-India Affairs,
‘¢stablished in 1808, and ‘continued to- the present time,
which they imagine will afford a fair representation of ‘the
#rade in bullion and in goods carried on with India, as
‘well by individuals as by foreign nations'; and -these -ac~
counts' will, ‘they trast; establish, ina conclusive qanner,
‘the correetriess of -the sentiments entertained by the Court
respecting this trade. wiie e
. Tp‘commuticatingy howeve., those senti ments‘of réluc-
-tandé; by which the détermination of the:Court to submit
“thie proposition in question to the Proprietors of East-India
“SBtock is' accompanied, -the Court ‘hope it ‘will be clearly
suiiderstood, that this ‘determination -arises from a pré-
'3umption, that such.military powers as are how vested in
the Compiny- will be left unimpaired, which'can aldne'in-
-duce them to entertain an expectation-of -their being able,
“jir- ‘2 manngr satisfactory, either for the Company 'or the
-Piblic; to perfortnthe part which has hitheito 'bech as-
“signed to the Company in the -Government of a-distadt
‘empire ; -and aldo, that such regulations 'will be*adopted,
“as‘will prevent the “highly dangerous: intercourse of' T~
ropeans with the East 5 and that such artangements Wil
‘e “made,  in' respect’ to pecuniary’ matters, as " will
“énable the Company' to meet with confidénce’'the presetit
‘staté of their affairs. The Court also’ hope; thatiiithe
“extension ‘of the-trade which the” Compauy ‘now erjoy,
“Hi Majesty’s Ministers'have not had i view the hazuitt-
“ous experiment of dispersing, over-all the ports'of ‘Erig-
Yend fid Treland, - a-trade now brought, with'so much: a4

“Vintage, both: to- the Company- and e Publi¢; o ¢t
gle London, s g

S
e
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geturn of peace, a number of British. seamen will. be
thrown out of employ ; and the Court are apptehensive
that such an intercourse, carried on through the medium
of 4Ind'i:a‘,n.shi»ps and Indian sailors, relaxing as it would do
‘;t,bquxrlt of, the navigation laws, which have ali&;iys beeh
iconsidered tq.be the basis of the maritime streﬁgtﬁ of this
country, may be viewed by the nation with extreme.alarm,
and will probably give rise to many diserders. - The Com-
r:[).any',;’s{papers« and offices. might furnish material inforina-
-tion, «by which the relation of the Indian trade with.the
JDavigation system could be appreciated, -and the Cousz,
it should .be thought likely to be of public utility,. are
ready to have. that information collected 3 -bat _without
;,sx}ch call, and without pressing their reasons ‘,atv.]éng;h,
eltb.er upon  your. Lerdship or the other _Men{befs_‘.‘éf?ﬂfis
Majesty’s Government, they will content themselves.with
the declaration they have - already made. of . theix bpiu:ﬂdn
upon this subject, e e s
. The. Court are desivous of taking;;;;his _ :oppéttdb'ifywtb
offer some remarks, and to answer,-ina cursory manner,
part of those public accusations, which ‘have been so assi-
duously urged againstthe East-ﬁlndiaCbmpadj, and /é.ééiﬁét
the further continnance. of -a. system,, which, they. hope,
will appear to rest, net. upon the..grounds -of individual
interest, but upon the firm basis of /national advantage..,
R Wbat;eyer. opinions the Court may deliver,. \ paii: asyh-
Jject-in which they are manifestly intéréétéd,----will'déiﬁa‘tle'és
be received with circumspection ; ‘but. the.. Court think,
that they may. be allowed, and with. justice upon the pre
sent oceasion, to assert, that. the. leading dispositiony of
their mindsis,  to preserve the empire obtained.in Indiato

the parent state, -

~The first, and the-most prominent of; the; chargas,
‘which have, at. various -times, been  brought, against the
~Company; is the repeated callsyhich thoy are:aczsed of
“having made apon the public,: for.money.forshe prosecyr
ton-of ruinous concernss; as.if they had: dissipaied large
| gat. undertakings.: ., Upo
-for; the Conrt taobssre,
andp thosa alone,was:the

-

¥ ¢ Sl

Company’s management restricted). ba inyz

‘ s manag » bave been.inyariably

.attended with.suceess, as;they. are-prepared:.to.shew, 1
ook should be called for 5 and thas.these adyant:

¥

e
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Lave been sufficient to allow of a moderate -dividend te
the Proprietors of East-India Stock. ©Over and above this
dividend, a surplus sum has been applied, arising from
this source, towards the extension of that territory, the
acquisition of which has been under the immediate dircc-
tion of His Majesty’s Ministers. ‘

But the Court are persuaded, that the magnitude of the
affairs which the Company have had to manage, has been
little known and little attended to, otherwise it would, .at
once; have been seen, that one of the. principal difficulties
with whieh the Company have had to contend, is a
capital, not in any respect equal to the great extent, va=
riety,.and importance of those affairs.

... The disburscment of the Company upon

the single article of commerce in goods and

wares, &c. or of articles necessary for its
mapagement, a disbursement of sums going - o
from and returning to the Company, from o
one moment to another, was, at the close of :
the -year 1811, not less than about ...... £14,847,678

To this must be added, the amount of ad- -
vances ip India and at home, for stores of
various kinds, apyplicable to the purposes of
Governiment, and in constant use for mili-
tary equipsnents, &c. ;. of cash, arms; &e.
and of debts due to.the Company from va-.
rigus states. and princes, &c.; and other.
articles, making, at the close of the Indian Lo
year 1810, about .veeeverseneaacnsieonns 21,282,279
..-If to these sums be subjoined the absolute. .~ .
expenditure made by the Company, for the s
acquirement of a territory, with forts, am. S
munjtion, &c. and the actual purchase of
many, factories and, territories, building of :
docks, purchase of forests; &c. includinga . .
considerable sum which has been paid by S
them, at various times, to the Publicy or - . i o
disbursed, for expeditions, and the mainte- . . . .
nance of captures afterwards surrendered up . v it
t0 the enemy, wiZiesi covveren avinoenaas | 15,052,170

" They form altogeiher an aggregate of £51,182,121

—
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Aggrepate dishursements brought forward  «£51,182,127
“The capital of the Company is :=— ‘
In money advanced by the ad-
venturers, about ........ £7,780,000
And they receive from the aid
of bondsat home........ 7,000,000
And from other eontingent
© eredits, at home and abroad, :
cabomt sievieineeiiae e o 7,718,953 :
‘ ‘ Together ememm— 22,567,953
et el

Leaving a balance of.... £28,614,174

i

Constituting, at this moment, a permanent debt in India

“and in Europe.  (See €.)
This aggregate of £51,182,127, a part of wh

ich sum

only bas been employed upon the territerial acquisitions
of the Company, forms an outlay, beyond the eapital of-

the Company, of 'so large an amount, as te make it
more matter of wonder, how the Company have hitherto
been able to carry on the concern at all, than to render it
extraordinary that they should have been constraimed,
respectfully and at various times, to represent the urgency
of their atfairs, and to press upon the: Public for the
mere return of those sums, which had been fairly expend-
ed by the Company abroad for the public service; a
return which has never yet been granted to the Compuny,
to the extent to which, in justice, it ought.to have reach=
ed.” In every war which has taken place since the Com-
pany became possessed of the territorial acquisitions; large
sums of money have been expended in capturing the
settlements of the French, Dutch, and Danes, and heavy
expenses Incarred in keeping the same, till the pokitical
views of the Pnblic occasioned these settlements ta be
restored, in return for other objectsy in which the Com~
pany had no particular interest.  The Company have alse
been compelled to pay part of the expense of capturing
and maintaining an-island, afterwards reserved for the ex-
clusive benefit of the. Crown; to disburse’a considerable
sum for a force, of which: the. Public have derivedall
the-benefit at home ; and even to contribute to the Egyp-
tlan-expeditiony: the: whole: of i which: expenses-the - Com-
gi“}? have always thought ought to have fallen upon the
tate, . .

This

i
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This large and nccessary outlay, in fact, now constis
tutes the source of the Company’s embarrassment. A
considerable part of the money raised in India upon pe-
riodical loans, to meet this outlay, has {as your Lordship
well knows) by the terms of these loans, which made
them payable, if required, in England, and in consequence
of a general reduction of interest from eight to six-pet
eent., been at once thrown upow the Company for imme-
diate payment in Europe ; a sum.which, -withont the-aid
of Parliament, it is impessible for the Company to dis-
charge. ' T
~ Of this large. expenditure, sanctioned, and in many
cases specifically directed by the Ministers of the Crowun,
it may. with justice be asked, what part has been incurred
for the partial or exclusive advantage of the Company?
It is evident, that the whole concern. has been: begun
and-continued by private exertions alone ; nor. have the
Proprietorsireceived; by any means, an .adgquate vecoms
pence for: those exertions: they  have scarcely: derived
snove benefit than the common interest of :moneys. - iAnd
# India be an object of regard to the worldy the Coms
pany ~may have the satisfaction of thinking, that they,
at their own risk and expense, have rescued it from
eontending. Nations, and may claim the merit of having
laid it at the feet of their country; acquired-and. pre-
served, it is true, at a great pecuniary expense, and by
such-abilities and such exertions,. both civil and miitary,
as notonly. to-rcflect: the highest credit upon the Easts
India Company, but also to raisey as the page of history
weill “testify, ~:-the»national character. They venture . to
hope, that when all. the great pqlitical. relations gf .this
aequisition ave considered, the price_pz}id -_for '.it;-,wll,lu not
he deemed as:out,of proportion -to- its Intrinsic -value,
.. The wisdom of Parliament will, ‘the ('1oiurt»-mgx‘kf_3 ne
doubt; be applied. to:preserve what has been so acquired;
and fnally do justice to those, at whose risk it has been

obtained ; 1 and not -be induced to barter positive,.and -

very large immediate: advantages, against.
riotions :and theoretical: plans.. - 0. oo 57
" Itk the second plage,-it has:been oftcn urged, that the
Company -have beeu. favoured, during: these - exertions,
awith an exclusive trade, and that the aation thas; thereby
lost an opportunity of extending their commereial-enters
wrizes over a large quarter of the glabe. It i3 trug, s:.t%txﬁ’t
PN G

speeulative
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tre “Company have been favoured with this exclusive
trade’;. but it may fairly be asked, would India have
belonged to ‘Great' Britain if this exclusive trade bad not
existed 1 - That this trade would bave been. of greater
magnitude -in the hands of individuals, is yet a matter
that remains to be proved: but it is obvicus, that duving
part:of the above period, wiz. from the year 1768 t.g
1812,  the Public-bavé received, in direct contributions
fmm;:the‘ Company,'dasum not falling short of £5,135,319
asiwill appear:by the accompanying Account (D). ’
With respect to the immediate produce of this trade
to' the Public, the: Court believe it will bear a compavison
with that avising from any other distant possession. It
produced “ast “year. to the Public the lurge -sum of

14

' £4,213;425 (4.);. 012, .in customs £759,595, aud in excise

,~..~§;{%v;4«53;830 ;- rand. though this return to. the Public: be
largev; as the” Couart bave reason to think, in respect
f;d:.fth‘el capital employed, than the return from any other
tra’glge,”it ‘has, - at the same time, beeuw collected with:a
facility unknown: to. other concerns 3 an advantage whicl
ha}gf_§)§etlyo..bt:un_ed, ‘partly” by the progressive enactment
of #egulations the ‘frait “of ‘many vears experience, and
'?f-mx';ﬁ"lyi-by.-:the‘ concentration of the trade in a single-"p'ox"t-‘,
and ~the” prevention of smuceline; which has been: the
'cof?séQUe&ezo.f i l«‘.lb/"-.wmc,}‘l hds E;ecrx.- th'?
" But what has never yet been fairly estimated in- the
éxistence of the "Kast-India Company is, that the whole
‘of ‘these’ returns have been brought into the exchequer of
thePublicy, without the -Publi'c&'ha.'ving. been culled uipon
for -any: direct contribution for the preservation of 'the
source from' whence they have had their rise, whilstrthe
pdssessions of ‘the Crown, in every quarter of “the glabe
"?g«vi‘:‘;di"awfn"froui them -a considerable sum for their sup.
‘Port-in-troops. ‘What has - beensaved tothe State has
Liuh ‘the ' Court: conceive, ‘been gained- by the. Public
and: would amount, “as’ the- Court are satisfied, in: onlj;
twenty'-years, to a sum of a very great: magwitude.
Fism the Navy, indeed, the East-India  Company have

'

Tecelved important assistance§: butisuch assistance, it

miﬁs_tc*be ~recollected; hus been wfforded to. them: only in
comaion- with theirest of His Majesty’s subjects, « -
1o the'tradeof “the . Company 'has been highly bene~
ficial°te ‘the- Public, in affordiug a mursery for seamen:in
Tatnie of war, and emgloyment for them:in tme of peace,

and
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and that the Company’s maritime service has contributed
materiaily towards those bonefits, cannot, the Court
apprehend, be doubted 5 nor dhat the fortunes of indivi-

duals, acquired either in the service of the Company, or

by their industry and exertions under the Company’s
protection, huve gradually contributed to the accumula-
tiori of that public stock  of national wealth, which has
enabled this country to stand, almost alone, against ‘the
united exertions of nearly all Europe. . e
Having offered these cursory observations upon matters
of such obvious importance, we are directed by ‘tle
Court to state, that as the pecuniary arrangements neces-
sary for the support of the Company cannot, with propriety
‘or with effect, be made the subject of correspondence,

“they beg to refer these points, as well as all thosé of

inferior- detail, of which there are a great many, to a
personal couference between your Lordship and the De-
putation of the Court,. which had the honor to wait on
your Lordship this morning. R S
 We have the honor to be, My Lord, AN
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servante,
A(Signed)  Jacos BosaNQuET,
e st Huen IxcLis.
The Rt. Hou. Lord Viscount Melville, -
s &e. &e, &ee .

Tt a——

‘LerTer from the Right Honorable Lorp ViscovsT
. MeLvitLe fotheCHAIRMAN and Dervry CrAIR-

‘Gentlemen, India Board, 21st M arch 1 81 2. o

1 have delayéd answe‘r&ng your letter: of i;he ',4x-bh‘instant ,

{received the 6th) until I could transmit to you, at the same
time, replies to'the several - propositions brought - forward by
ithe Deputation of the Court of Directors, at vur conference
on the 4th instant. S TP A0 R L

.-In submitting to you these observations, however, 1 beg
o be distinctly understood, as. conveying to.you enly the
present sentiments: of His. Majesty’s. Government on -the
several points to which the propositiens relate. . Public dis-
cussion on such an important question, may,.possibly produes

an alteration of opinion on some of the details 3 -and-theugh.

the subject has been fully censidered,- dt.nay be deemed e
. ‘ ‘ cessurv,
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~cessary, in the further progress of the measure;. to propose,
- on some points, regulations of a different description from
. those which are suggested in the enclosed observations,
The Court of Directors are perfectly correet in supposing
that it isnow, as it has been for a considerable time pést, the
-fixed intention: of His Majesty’s Government, to withhold
: their-concurrence from any propesition which might be sub-
«anitted to Parliament for continuing to the East-India: Com-
- pany their privileges of exclusive trade on their present fodt-
g, It'm unnecessary now. to discuss, whether the provisions
iof the Aect of 1793 (by which the Company’s monopely
-was 50 far relaxed, as to admit the goods of private .mer-
< chants to be: conveyed in the Company’s ships) have in any
degree fulfilled the expectations or intentions of the Legis-
-latares: It will not be. demied, that the facilities granted by
-that act-have not been satisfactory, at least to the merchants,
-gither « of this ‘country ‘or of India. They have been the
source of coustant dispute, and they have even entailed a
-heavy expense upon the Company, without affording to the
-Publi¢ any adequate. benefic from such a saerifice. - You will
do me-the justice to' recollect, that.in all our dis¢ussions on
this subject, ‘both vecently and: on former occasions, the ad-
amssion. of the: ships of merchants in this country into the
trade of India, in concurrence with those of the;égiga‘pai{ﬁ"y,
'hgs never been urged as a measure, from which much imme-
diate benefit would, in my.opinion, be derived, either te the
Couniry or to the individuals who might embark in the
%Spceuig;xop s and 1 certainly am net without .considerable
-apprﬁhcﬁsmn,‘ -that, atleast on'the first opening of theitrade,
the public expectation, as to the British territorics.in India
affording any. considerable autlet for British manufactures,, be-
‘yondthe amount of ‘eut preserit exports, may be disappoint-
‘ed‘.' Qn’*that ‘admission, hawever; ‘and ow:the neeessity af
-guarding -against the ‘unrestrained intercoutse of Europras
‘with the territories of the Company, or of the native Statts
aaIadia (in-which-alse'T fully concur), nearly the wholesf
.tht? arguments adduced by the Court of Directors againgt
atiy opéhing ‘of the trade are founded. But it must be re-
fhgllecge*qgf that inidétéimimning the  question, as to continuing
h: f"h?lg'!’i_f‘d‘éé‘fr‘f’of the Company’s monepoly, it willibg
the 'fh?t‘r_‘l’t Purliamient to ‘consider, ‘not - merely whether it
Ray-be S‘ifé’:ﬁifpéblbng-i‘tybm whether it ‘may ie\ uasafeto
abridge’st abolish it. © As far as relates fo the' trade: with
}ncﬁa‘ #hd several’ other cowntries. included within the: Hmits
NEIEINNS H of
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“‘cessful rivalship with all other competitors.
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of the Company’s Charter, the Court do not appear to have
succeeded in establishing the propesition, that any detriment
will arise to the public' interest, either in this country orin
India, or ulimately even to the interest of the Company
themselves, from the introduction of private adventurers.
If the Company carry on their trade.more expensively and
with: less activity and industy than :private individuals, it 1s

. unjust to the country, as well as to'the.inhabitants of British
- India, that the‘exclusive monopoly should be continued ; and

in'such a state of things, the trade is more likely to be:ad-

* vantagcous to the country, and beneficial to-the indi.viduals m
- their hands; than in thos¢ of the Company: but.if the lat-
“ter shall conduct it with- skill and enterprize; and with dqe
~and urirémitting atténtionto economy, the: extent of their
“eapital, and the superior facilities which -"‘the.y‘must.' contihiue
“to ‘possess, of providing - their investment n India: at: the

cheapest rate, will undoubtedly afford them the ‘means of suc-

- I advertinig, " in your letter of the4th instant, to.the state~

hent contained in-mine of ‘the 17th December;, ‘on the pro-

-posed transfer of the Company’s army to the Crown,  you
. do ‘it appear ‘to have understood accurately the purport of
‘my suggestion. ‘1 entertained no doubt, asto the expe(?wncy
-of continuing to the Company’s Governments in:India the
‘supremacy of their military, as we\l‘asc)vxl».auihonty;:_ but
“though various regulations may possibly be necessary, with a
“view to promote the discipline and efficiency of the army I1n
- India,- T am not, aware, that any legz::.‘;auyc epactments.are
Tequisite, except as to the amouat o force which His Ma-

»

esty may be empowered to maintain in India, at the expense
‘of the Company, and perhaps also some provisions, i re-
-gard 1o’ the relative_powers of the -Board of Commissioners
and thie Court of Directorse - g T B

‘¢ «In-your letter: of- the' 4th ‘instant, you advert to the ques-
‘tion-as to how fariit may be expedient to 2

with this country, ships built in India and manied with In-
‘dian seamen. This is undoubtedly ‘ankztifmp:ortam“ccusi‘de'r’a-
‘tion, as’it involves in it, to aﬂcevta‘in:;extent,;;:-.a.:,:.depavr,?t.fﬁe
‘from the principles on which .the navigation ‘system-of shis
‘country has hitherto been conducted:: <As: farasthe East-
India Company is concernedy it will:probably-be necessary
to leave the matter on its present footing,: durifigithe-cop.
finuance of the war; but if the :trade -with:India’ {510 be
opened to all British ships, in the wmanner already painted oy,

dmit into the trade

P there
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there seems to be no sufficient reason for' breaking in upon
the system of our navigation laws, by permitting any other
than British ships, with a due proportion of British seamen,
to import colonial produce into the United Kingdom. :

I have not thought it requisite, in this letter, to trouble
you with any observations on several points. adverted to' ini
your’s of the 4th instant, which are also noticed in the en-
closed paper-of hints  and of replies to' the several proposi=-
tions. - I shall abstain, also, from any remarks on the cal+
culations detailed in your letter, and -which. are introduced
more with the view, as I conceive, to vindicate the Com-
pany:in their past management of the exclusive.trade to India

and the government ot their territorial possessions, than to

any practical results to  be derived from your statement; in

relation to the ‘mattets at present in discussion between His.

Majesty’s' Government and the Court of Directors.. ‘The
Committee -of the House of Commons. on - East-India Af.
fairs have already submitted to the House detailed statements
on that part of the subject, and-inany further reports. which
they may present they will probably complete the.investiga-

tion, . - lam, Gentlemen, -~ . ... ..
Co -. - Your most-obedient humble Servant,

T - (Signed). . MELVILLE.
To the Chairman and Deputy Chairman =~ - == ¢
- of ‘the Eastél'ndia Company, -~ -t

Hints' submitted to the Lorp  MetviLre’s Os-
" Consideration of the ' SERVATIONS. on the
Rt. Hon. Lorp Mer- = Hints submitted to his
viLLE by the Depura~  Consideration by the
T10X of the CourT of . DepuraTion of the
Drreerors, the 4th ~ Court of DirEcTORS,
March, 1812. 215t March, 1812,
-.."That. the renewal .of ithe: '
Charterishall-proceed upon:
.the basisof the Act of . 1793,
-andt that' no.greater extens.
-siotr of : the: wade - shall ‘be:
-granted: than: what - was: ale: -
dowed by:thatAct ; but the
Peputation sre ready to re~
et commend b
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Hints,

commend to. the Court of
Directors, and ultimately to:
the Court of Proprietors, to
admit such modifications as
may be deemed necessary to
give greater facilities to the
private. trader.

tst. No British or Indian
ship to sail, directly ox cir-
cuitously, from a British port
in. Europe to China.

.2d. No British subject to
be. permitted to reside in
China, without the Compa-
ny’s licence.

-8d. Nogoods, the growth
ox-produce of China, to be
imported .into “any. of  the.
ports of the United King-
dom, except by the East-
India Company.

+4¢h: 'Fhe powerof levying
duties:in: India upon British
subjects, and the subjects of
foreign nations, to be. cons
tinued to the Company,upon

the footing on which it at

present exists; and the same
power,: with respect to Bri-

tish subjects, to-be extended.
to.the: districts : within: the
jurisdiction of ‘the courts: of
€Calcutta, Madras;-Bombay,
and Prince of ‘Wales Island, '

5th. Saltpetre to be con-
sidered as a political article,
and to be confined exclu-
sively to the Company.

6th.

Qbservations

‘Ist, 2d, and 3d. It s
deemed advi‘sc;b}e‘;,‘ Awi_tbha“
view to the security of the
revenue and to other objects
connected with the trade to
China, to leave it on its pre-
sent footing,and te guard, by
proper regulations, againss
any encroachment on that
branch of the Company’s
exclusive privilege. L

. 4th.. This proposition
ought to be acceded to; with-
the reservation, however;
that the Governments in In-
dia ought to be restricted
from imposing new duties,
without the previous sanc-
tion of the authorities in
England. EEEE

" 5th. The Company are’
understood to have, in some

degree, the-power of regu--

lating' the ‘internal trade of".
saltpetre -in India; it -apl
pears, therefore;tobesearces:

ly: necessary: to idipose any:

* other restictions &h the ex<-
- portation, of saltpette from~

India, than such as may be
: . deemed

Hints.

6th. The whole of the In-
dian trade to be brought to
the port of London, and the
woods sold ac the Company’s
sales, and to be, as at pre-

sent, under the Company’s.

managemenn

T¢h, The three per cent.

now paid to the Compauy by

the private traders, for the

warehousing: and manage..

ment of the private trade,
to be increased to five per
cent. S S T

8th, No private ship to
be permitted. te sail for In-
dia, except fiom the pert of

London.. -

- 9th, Na:ship to be per-
mitted to sail, except. uader
a licence from the East-India
Company. Ships obtaining
this licence, to deliver one
copy. of their journals at

the East-India House ; and
the. feence to contain such -

clauses, as -may be likely ta.

prevent an’ unlimited or imw
proper intercourse of jndivis .

duals with;India: - -

~10th, Firerarms, .militai-y. 1 '~
and paval stares,. to be pra-.

hibited articles..

L R llth; ‘
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Observations.

deemed expedient for poli-
tical objects, especially in
time of war. - o

6th. The adoption of the
regulation suggested in thig
proposition, will probably
tend to the security and-ad-
vantage of the public reve-
nue, in collecting the duties -
on all articles imported from
the East-Indies and China, .
as well as other countries to

the eastward of the Cape of :

Good Hope. : :

th. The Company ought
at least to be. indemnifed
from the charges incurred»
by this management.

8th. There does not appear
to exist apy sufficient reason
for preventingships franclear-
ing out for. the East-Indies:
from ather ports of the United:

Kingdom besides the: port of -

Londem, . . - .
9th. It will be necessary,
either by the regulations. sug-
gested in. this proposition, or
by others of a similar descrip-
tion, to guard against the evil”’
therein described. .

10th, It will probably be
necessary to regulate the ex.
partation. of military stores to:
the

AR T i
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Hints,

. ILiH.Existingrestrictions,
with respect to the article of
piece goods, to be continued.

..12th.. It being desirable,
as well for. the Public as for
the Company, that the qua-
lity. of the silk. grown in In-
dia should not be deteriorat-
ed, it is submitted that this
article be confined to the
Company.

13th. Theships of private
persons to be subject to the
same regulations, in respect
to convoys, &ec. as those be~
longing to the Company.
% 14th. No. private ship to
be permitted to sail, either
from Great Britain to India,
or.from India to Great Bri-
5ol taln,

Observations.

the  East-Indies, and also of
naval stores in.time of war.

11th. It is understood that
the object of this proposition
is to secure to the manufac-
turers of piece goods in India
the continuance of regular
and constant employment, un-
der the same system of local
management, for their benes
fit, which prevails at present.
If that object is likely to be
attained, without continuing
the restrictions mentioned in
this proposition, it certainly
would be desirable that they
should cease, except in'so far
as it may be necessary to
regulate the -importation. . of
Indian piece goods, with 2
view to the protection of Bris
tish manufactures. = -y
-12th, As no such restrics
tion exists at. present-in. the
importation of silk by private

merchants, and .as the rea-.

sons which have hithertabcen
adduced, on the part of the
Court of Directors, for es-
tablishing such .a regulation,
though. entitled to much con«
sideration, do not appear to
be conclusive, it will scarcely
be deemed expedient to-agree
to this proposal. R
. 13th. This suggestion ap-
pears to be perfectly - reason-
able. . S

1 4&1};, e 1s undé,r:f‘s‘taod,-‘ﬂjé.t

this proposition isfounded-on

a principle of guardingagainst.

the dangers to which vessels
BN Qf
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Hints. )
tain, of a less burthen than
four hundred tons.

: " 15th. The Company to
‘be subject to no obligation
‘with respect to KExports to
-India; exceépt in - common

with the private traders.

16th. The Lascars and -
-Chinese sailors - brought
‘homein private ships to be
-placed under preper- regu-
fations: Not, upen-any ac-
“¢ount, to - be -sufleied - to
swinder i

_ ott- the strcéts of
London. - Good- treatment
to be-sccurcd to-them; and

-the Compuiny tobe enabled,
-by some’summary: process,

to recover the expénces to

-which they shali be subject-

&d, 1n the event-‘o_f‘ne'glect
owthe part.of the owners of
such-ships in these vespects.

17th.  The Company to

-be indemnified for their un-
-expired engagements for ex-

tva’ shippinig, . provided for
riders, - ¢

S SR FT

«fht?}‘:i‘mc‘@ﬁmmodat}on of the
- 'pmz(z;w‘,te“ :

Observations.
of less burthen than four hun.
dred tons would be exposcd
oh a voyage to the East-
lndies, and also of providing
for the security of the reve«
nue, which might be affected
by perwitting importations in

smaller vessels. These rea-

sous, though entited to due
consideration, do not-appear
to be sufficiently strong to
justify the proposed restric-
tion, or the making a distinc-
tion, in that respect, between
ships trading to the East-
Indies and to other countries.

I5th. This seems to be
reasonable.

16th. It will be necessary

to- provide, by proper regu-

lationss, for the-care and maine
tenance of these persons, atd
for their return-to the Eagte!
Indies. - BN

-~ "17th. - This proposal wozil&
.be -wholly inadmissible, uwn-

less it were limited to such
uncxpired engagements as do

‘not extend - beyond  March
1814, when the Company’s

pressnt term of exclusive prit
: vileges

St LT
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 Hints.

*18th, An unrestrained in-
tereourse with ' India to be

‘prevented, and the existing

festrictions, with respect to
residende in India, to be con-
tinved. o

- 19th. The number of His
Mujesty’s forces-in India to
Be in' future maintained - by
the East-India Company to
be now fixed,and any troops
‘sent beyond that number
{except at the express requi-
sition of - the East-India
Compaty) to be at the
<harge of the Public.

~-o0th., The Company to
be released from any future
account with the Pay Office,
and to be henceforward
charged, “cither so much per

regiment of a given force,.

or 5o much per man.

- “oist. THe ‘present heavy
eéurrent and postponed: de—
indnds of -the Pay Office

against the Company to be"

‘arranged apon some footing
of general equity, and some
advertance in settling this

S account

Observations.

vileges will expire ; but tlie
public ‘may faisly look to the
Company to bear this bur-
then,-as a compensation, 1o
a certain extent, for the con-
tinvance - of the exclusive
trade ‘to China. R
18th. 1t will ke indispensa-
bly necessary, for the pur-
pose of ‘guarding against the
inconvenience ‘hereinatluded
10, that the existing restric.
tions shall be continued, with
such alterations as may be re-
quisite, in the new system of

trade. R
19th. - Thenumber of His
Majesty’s forces to be mair-
tairied ~ by - the. East-India
Company may, without in-
convenience, be limited, as
herein -suggested.: It will be
necessary, -however, i con-
sequence-of the: increased ex~
tent ‘of the British:territories
in India, since the passing of
the Act by which the nuthber:
is at present regulated, that @

considerable -addition- sheutd“

be made to it. B

20th. It will be neeéssary,
that the present system of ac-
counting between the East-
India Company and the Pay-
master General should beabo-
lished, and new regulations
enacted.

21st. These demands must
necessatily be arrazged onthe
principles suggest

Commiteees - of the-House of

Commons; wha ham@;@b
ed-upon the sabject of theae-
counts herein referred:to. 1}
SR it
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Hints,

account made to the share
wiich the Company have
been obliged to bear in
foreign captures not retain-
ed by them, and to their ha~
ving been constrained to
maintain an European and
native force, larger than
what was required for the
defence of the Peninsula,
and other heavy expences,

22d. The Proprietors to
be secured, as at present,
in theé receipt. of their di-
vidend of ten and a half per

cent.;~ upon. the faith of.

which. dividend the capital
1n:1793 wasraised. . -
23d. - The whole of the

surplus .of* the East-India.

Companyto be appropriated

toadiminution of their debts,
until the: debts be reduced.

to,:.tl}e\ sum of .ten millions
sterlmg. [ ;

T

- 24th.  Thesums required
by. the. East-India Campany
to liquidate the-debt trans-
ferred from India to Eorope,-
and becoming. payable..in.

. 1812

Observations.

it were necessary or proper,
in discussing the future regu-
lations which it may be deem-
ed advisable to establish, res-
pecting the affairsof the East~
India Company, there would
be no difficulty in demon=
strating, that the amount of
force maintained in lndia has
not gone beyond what was
requisite for the defence and
security of the Company’s
possessions, and for other ope-
rations, intimately and inse-
parably connected with those
objects.

. 22d. The Proprietorsought

to be secured, gsat presenty.

in their dividend of ten and &
half percent. - . . .

23d. The whole of the sur-

plus funds of the East-lndia-

Company,.at- home and..a-
broad, ought to be applied,
in the first instance, to the
reduction of debt, till it is
reduced in India to the sum
of .ten. millions, .and the bond
debt at:home to .the sum of
three millions, after providing .
for a proportionate increase of.
the capital stock of the Com-.,
pany, if they shall think fit,
to avail themselves of the pow-.
er pow vested in them by law’
to.that effegt.- . . . . .

24th. It js intended tosub-.
mit to Parliament a propasi=’
tion to that effect, or similar,
insubstance. .. . .

“gsth.

g
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Hints.
1812 and 1813, to be funded
by the Minister, the interest
of which shall be regularly
paid into His Majesty’s Lix-
chequer by the Company,
together with any such per
centage, for the gradual li-
quidation of the capital or
redemption of the fund, as
shall be deemed proper by
His Majesty’s Ministers.
The" twenty-fifth article
did not form a part of the
propositions submitted to
Lord Melville, but is now
introduced by the Commit-
tee of Correspondence, and
is as follows, wiz.

. 25th, - That, in order to
give the utmost possible ex=
tension to the commerce of
private merchants, and at
‘the same time to secure
tha Company’s exclusive
trade to and from China,
private ships be not permit~
ted to go farther eastward
than Point Romania, at the
entrance of- the China Seas,
and to the. northward not
beyond the equinoctial line.

N.B. Should it be the

intention of Government
that private traders shall be-
excluded from the Spice

fslands, the limitsought then.
.to be for them not to go

to the eastward of the Straits
of Bally, nor to the north-
ward of the Line.

Obsexuvaiionsy

g5th. If the object advert
ed to in this proposition can
be obtained by exclusion from:
the dominions of the Em-
peror of China, and a pro-
hibition to import the produce
of that country without li-
cense from the Company, i
will be preferable to the mode
hereinsuggested. Thereseems
to be no reason. for excluding
the private trade from the
Spice Istands.

L TR PR
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At a GeveraL Court of the United Company of
Merchants of England trading to the East-Indics,
keld on Thursday, the 2d April 1812, '

Minutes of the last Court of the 25th ultimo were read.

The Chairman acquainted the Court that it was assem-
bled for the purpose of taking into consideration the
papers which were laid by the Court of Directors before
the General Court on the 25th ultimo. :

It was then moved, and after a mature deliberation

LResolved Unawmmeusly, That this Court having pen:sed
the papers laid before them at the last General Court,
desire to express the high sense which they entertain of
the great ability, zeal, and fidelity, with which the
Directors have maintained the interest of the East-India
Company. They return thew thanks for the powerful
and convincing arguments by which they have shewn the
danger which would await the British empire, from oper;-
1ng the tradeof India, and the immense advantages which
the nation, has derived, in strength, revenué,’?eh*ifdrif.
and charactor, from the capital and the exertions of this
Corporation. : s :

- That.altheugh this Court will fecl it"t!»leir»duty-,-" on aH

occasions, to bow to the  determination of the ‘Legisla-

ture, they cannot but' observe with extreme concern
that no. proposition is saggested of an increased or further
divideni, either now or hereafter, or advantace of any
kind whatever, to the Proprietors of -EaSt‘Innd\ii».f Stock';

‘notwithstanding the negociation for -the ‘renewal of the

Charter, in 1793, begun with a proposal for an increase
of (]il'.'uicn(; of twor per. cent., which Charter opened. the
trm..g_ butlm a limited and partial degree ; and notwith-
standing tiet, while cli o progressi

wtand 2 ‘x i,(\) lnlc; suca great amd progressive advan-
ages have Leen obtained for the public at large, the

CPranrierare bl sl v : ;
Proprietors themselves have made little more than com-

mon interest of their money. - That vow to he called
upon o part with an unde(ined proportion of a trade
thus established, and waintained hitherto .at their sole
expence, without any consideration for the same, secms
to them to be wholly inequitable. Ilnder these Impres-
sions, this Court confides to the Honorable Court of
Directors the care of its interests in the farther negocia-
tion for a new Charter, trusting to the justice of their

fe RPN o . . ! N
tellow citizens, as weil as to His Majesty’s Government

12 and
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and to Parliament, that they shall receive that liberal

treatment, which they regard themselves as so eminently

entitled to at the hands of their country. a
And that the Directors be requested . to report their

“proceedings, from time to time, to this Court,

- That this Court cannot contemplate the essential
change proposed in the constitution of the Company, by
an . unrestrained trade to-and from India, without great

“concern and appreheusion ; not so much on account of

the injury to which it will subject the Company in their
commercial privileges and profits; as on aecount of ‘the

. tendency which such a change must have to affect the
_system established by the Legislature, for the civil and
political government of the Company’s territorial posses-
“slons, whilst 1t is not at all likely to afford to the com.
~mercial interests of this country the advantages expected
.from it.. ‘ ' -
. " Should, therefore, the opening of the trade to India
“be the ultimate determination of Parliament, this Cotirt
_cannot but express its hope, that all due care will be
.taken to accompany the enlargements which shall be
“given to individuals in the Indian trade, withsuch re-
. gulations ‘as shall mest effectually guard agaiust the dan-

v

‘gers to which those enlargements might  expose ‘the

existing system of Indian administration.
..Draft. of a petitieon to the Honorable House of Com-

mons was read

- It.-was then moved, and on the question,

. Resolved, That this Court do approve the above pe-
. tition, SRR R
.- The Court then, on the question adjourned.

* - ‘Buckinghamshire.

s

_:LEAT’TE;.R f}-om the Deputation appointed by the Court

~. of Directors to the Right Honorable the Eatl of
"My Lord, | East-India House, 15th April 1812.
... Thecorrespandence between the President of . the Board
‘of Commissioners, on. the part of His. Majesty’s Govern-

“ment, and the Court of . Direetors.of -the East-India Corn-
“pany, on the subject. of . the .renewal of the Company’s
_Charter, having been laid before the General Court of Pro-

‘prietors, We now;.in consequence of the resolutions of that

body,

;
y
¢
&

et Thel e e

et et SRS

 they believed that the commerci

, the‘Ea_st—-.‘:. We must desire on
_rectors,. distinetly, and in the
- this opinion, not as advanced

- they have better means of in

--the public will be disappointed,
¢ Cowrt do not appear to ha
4 1interest, either here or in India, or
first, thaf -we" cannot>doubt, ¢
‘adventurers,” which his Eordsh

‘tensive than'is now likely to-be ¢
»‘ of v't‘hc: public, .and’ was conneeted,in bis' mind, with' lini-
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body, propose to purselves thie honor of continuiny the core
‘Tespondence with your Lotdship, and especially o reply o
the letters of the late President, dated ‘the 213t and 234" of
‘March, and to his Observations accompényiﬁg the fornier of
these letters. ‘ - ST e
- In the fust place, however, permit us to offer some rémarks
on the outlines of the negociation, as far as it has hithérto
advanced, and on the opposition which has begun to shew jt-
self to certain propositions, respecting the necessity and im-
portance of which His Majesty’s Government and the East.
lndla‘Comp_any appear to have entertained similar seatiments
Lt is manifest, from the letters written o ihe part of the
Court of Directors, that they have contemplated with the
utmost reluctance such an enlargement of the trade to Indiz,
as-seemed to.be-desired by His Majesty’s Ministers, bé’cauSé
. ¢ al advantages expected from
1o this country would not be realized, andgfeare({} fh;.erdxtﬁlg‘lnfﬁ
eéventually endanger the security of the British po"sscssid'ﬁsg in
the part of the Court of .
face of ‘the country, to state
without " conviction, to serve a
It of 'such knowledge and €Xpe-
fupovn a s’ubjiect respecting which
y ormation, than any of ‘thdse is
sociations who are now eager to ke full por.gégsfic;r? O;;‘?Pf;
Fastern trade, and upon which also it is certain] ‘material
that the Public should form just ideas, We “’ha'\'?é indeed
yet seen no arguments advanced, in answer to those feason;
-1yh‘rch the Court have offered against the openiiiz 6f the
trade, and particularly against the expectation of the great
increase to be produced by such a measure m d?’ieve’x‘prﬁ‘r‘s-%rom
this country to India, and the imports thence.  Lord Melyille
has signified his concurrence with the Court ¢

cause, butas the genuine resu
Tience as the Court possess,

Court, in thinking that
at least'at firsty in this vx-
Lordship . has. said, that. ¢ the
ve succeeded in establishjr
¢ G de : : | mg the
**_proposition, that any detriment will ‘arise to thé'P%blic
inter ultimately even to th
6. ot ] 3L . L . T €
b interest of the. Company themselves, from  the ntroduc-
‘- tion of: private adventurers,” we must beg leave to observe
Y . a s e 4
the "introduction of private
ip had'in view, was less ex.
ontended for by some portions

pectation, and ‘though his

tations

».’:!
b
i,
i

if
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tations and restrictions in the conduct of the trade, which
those who claim the largest opening of it exclulde; and, se-
condly, that several reasons which the Court have nuxged? o
shew that much detriment would arise from a geuceral open-
ing of the trade, remain unm}.ﬁwc:md, guher in his Lx?rdah)ps
letiers, or in any of the public resolutions we have yet s;:en,.f
Until of late, the general langeage held on the subject  of
the Indian trade was rather that the merchants of Great
Britain should be allowed o apply their industry to such bran.
‘ches of it, and to such ports of the Indian Scas, as the coms
‘merce of the Company did not cmbrace,. ‘tha_n tl:la:t (t.hey
should invade the portion of the trade which the Company
carried on.  But now little is said about the advantages to be
derived from adventures to the unexplored parts of lndia, and
the objects likely to be most warmly contended for are not
new accessions of comumerce to the nation, bu}' a transfer of
much of those brauches of n'ng alregdy carried on by the
Company in Londo_n, to in}dmd}xais, in the outports. ’I}‘i}_g
'furge concessions at first required {rom the Company' byd igs
Majesty’s Government appeat only to have encouraged the
merchants of the outports to make st11} .further demands ; ;c;-.
gardless, as it would scem, of the political consequences t ;a,t
“might ensue from a_compliance with them, and apparent y
‘unaware, 100, that the corporate capacity of the East-India
Compauy is perpetual, and capnot be annulled, even if the
qualificd monapoly they have enjoyed were to cease.. "
. We are confident, my Lovd, it was not thf; mts:_nnong
His Majesty’s. Ministers, that the East‘India Company
should be broken down and despm}eduf those faculties, ne-
cessary to enable it to perform the important part.z{ssggned .t.o
it by the Legislature in the government qfv the Briush empire
in the East ; a part which probably it will be allowed to have
performed well,, and with more safcty and advantage to the
mother country, than any other system, hitherto thought of,
could have done. The benefits accruing to that government
by the reciprocal aids of revenue and commerce, the powers
of which are united in the constitution -of the Company, in
a way peculiar to it, have been often seen and fully acknow-
leflged, ;and were it necessary, 1t-would be easy to cnigrg@
upon:thems  These powers have now- become s0 incorpo=
rated, ‘that it:1s-impossible to separate ‘,thg_m, without _AG:SECT-}’,-?
tially endaiigering the whole of a system that-has proved in

practice emmently useful. 1f, therefore, the commercial part’

“ofthat system werc now.to be destroyedy the political f:-‘-‘?g"
L ' ions

- S
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tions exercised by the Company would be so weakened, zs
necessarily to bring into view questions of the last importance
to the safety of the British empirc in India, and of the
British constitution at home, o
© 'We hence assuredly rely, that the wisdom of Parlias
ment, and the good sense of the nation in general, will re«
gist those rash and violent innovations upon the system of the
Company, which the merchants of different towns, pro-
ceeding upon theoretical ideas, and overlooking most materjat
facts, now appear to intend, without any certainty, even of
extending the commerce of this country, but to the uns
avoidable detriment of its political interests abroad and its
financial interest at home. S
It was in contemplation of dangers less immediate and
alarming than the designs now avowed threaten, that the
Court so earnestly proposed, that the renewal of the Charter
should proceed, with certain modifications, upon the basis
of the Act of 1793, which made the Company the medium
of ‘the enlargemeuts of private trade ; but having been forced
to- depart from this preliminary principle, which they. still
maintain’ consults the true policy of this country, and -the
sacrifice: of which they may observe, by the way, inflicts
great injury upon all the private interests and parties engaged
in‘the Indian trade, as established by that Act, particularly
on the commanders and officers of the Company’s ships,
whose professional merits are universally acknowledged, the
Couit are, however, perfectly satisfied, from the assurances
dlready given by His Majesty’s Ministers from the beginning,,

- that any enlargenients which may be given in the Indiam

trade shall be accompanied with such provisions, as' wilt
guard against the dangers to which such enlargements might
etlierwise expose the existing system. ,
""Several of the precautions necessary in this view were
suggested in the FHixts submitted by the Deputation of the
Court to Lord Melville, on the'4th March ; and upon these;
and-the Observations made on them by him, -we now feel
ourselves called upon further to offer somie elucidations to
your Lardship. - ' o I
i (Articles 172, 3.)  On the very important head of the
China trade, permit us, my Lord, .to" remark, that als
though thie seeitrity of the revenue is doubtless a‘very fitcon~
sideration for His Majésty’s Governmentand for Parliamént;
yet'the Company*'do” ot understand ‘that the continuatice of
their exclusive “privilege in this trade is rested ‘on tonsideras
S . tions
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tions of revenue alone, nor that it ought to be affected by
a?}y varying circumstances in that branch of the public
affairs. “The Company have the actual possession of the.
monopoly of that trade, which was given them for national
purposes; and by the perpetuity of their coxporate capacity
mist be more capable of maintining it against the compe~
tition of private merchants, than those merchants would be.
to drive them out of it. But such cenipetition would be
ruinous to the public interests ; for the Company already.
supply the nation with 2s mucly as it wants of China comimo=-
dities, which are almost entirely used for home consumption,
and exports woollens and metals of this .country, to the
amount of a million sterling apnually, at aloss to themselves:
during war. By competition, the cost of teas, and. other
China articles, would be enhanced, the prices of our staples
lowered there, and it individuals could possess themselves of:
the trade, the exports iu those articles which they could not
sell to profit would be lost to the country. A stiuggle, there-
fore, between the Company and individuals, could. only
produce ruinous consequences to both. The jealousy of -the
Chinese government, which now allows only one port of that
vast empire for all its foreign commerce, and subjects the

European residents at Canton to a confinement to their fac- -

tories for six months of the year, and to banishment to Mucao
for the other six months, would undoubtedly take alarm at
the ingress of indefinite numbers of unconnected English-
men from Europe, and “if it did not at once exclude them,
would soon be induced to do so, by the “disorders -.which
would not fail to follow, and which are on the present 1i-
mited scale of intercourse, prevented or palliated only, by the
extreme caution and -established usages of the Corapany’s
supra-cargoes. Thus the trade would be entirely lost to the
country, and with it not only the export of a million of its
manufactures annually, buta revenue of four millions, with
the fleet of excellent ships now employed in that commerce,

to the great inconvenierice of the people at large, the ruin.of .

particular classes, and the complicated injury -of the state.
The resort of American-ships to Canton, without -either
hindrance from the Chinese or consequent disorder, affords
no parallel to the case of an open - trade from Great Brigdin

and Treland to China.  Those -Americans, few in- pumbery
carrying thither only silver,and.carrying away silk.cloths:as -

well as tea, derived their-reception and-protection very much

from the or»&erly‘*ii‘ngﬁsh:factoryf-lqng;."esxablished»t-hﬁr;c,ﬁéw .

i
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hav-.e endured tredtment from the Chinese government, to
which no representative of His Majesty could submit. We
are satisfied, therefore, my Lord, that such provisions will
be introduced into the new Charter, as will effectually secure
this great branch of trade to the Company and the nation

iv'the-manmer it has hitherto been enjoyed. ’

‘..,igij.;iv[e 4.) ‘We submit, that this observation ought to :
run.thus: ‘¢ This proposition ought to be acceded to; with-

¢¢ “the-reservation, however, that the Governments in India
¢ cought to be restricted from” making any alteration in the
rates of the duties sanctioned by the authorities in England,
orthat they may hereafter sanction.

(Article 5.)  To the concession on this head, we wish it
to be added, that the Company shall have a fair price for alt -
the saltpetre they shall supply to the Government. ,

“fAviicle 6.)  As the conhinement of the private trade to:
and from lndia to the -port of Loudon is an article of-es-,
sential importance on the whole of the present question, in-
volving the safety of the Company, it may be expedient, that ;
we state somewhat fully the various.and powerful considera~ -

tions on which the propriety and necessity . of the measure -
rest.© “These considerations relate to the usages resulting,
unavoidably, from the nature of the Company, which for
pol?;ica!, as well as conmmercial purposes, it is so material
to preserve ; from the law of the land, the existing rights
of individuals; the conveniency of the re—exporta}iono of -
Indian commodities ; "and the security of the public re- -
vemue, . - . : o
From the - first institution of the East«India Company,
they have used the port:of London only; and the practice.
of -selling their imports by public auction onlv, is also ale
most coeval with the Company. : T
The utility which' dictated the first of these practices is .
obvious’; a litile consideration will shew the other to be yet
more necessary. - If private bargaining and trafficking with -
individuals, and from day to day, were allowed in the sales
of the great imports of the Company, how many doots
woqld ‘be open- for - collusion, imposition, and_abuse ! It
would be impossible the business could go.on in that way, .
and‘thevery liability of - it to suspicioy), would be enough to. .,
estroy the ‘eonfidence of the proprigtors and the -public. ..
Besides, the importations of the. Company coming in fleets
at stated seasons, it suited the comvenience of . all. paries, ..
that the sales should also be only at stated seasom:, and
x public,
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public, which would afford the opportunity to buyers
to ‘resort from all partsy foreign as’ well-as-domestic, to those:
sales. o cTrn s ol s I
In the ninth and tenth years of King William'the Third;
the Legislature interposed to-prohibit the  sale of Fast-India;
goods, otherwise than by public duction’; and in. the fext..
year of: that prince ‘it ‘was also enacted, that East-Tndia";
goods: should be sold-onlyin Londop.” - Thus the! law ‘at’
present stands.. o Tt e S B
The+ immediate object of the * legislature, in these endet-".
ments; appears.to-have been: the security ot the revenue;
then' appointed :to be sderived ' from - thie “customs *laid -on;’
Tndian goods imported : ‘Andnothing - so effectual "could be-
devised: for that -security. - To bring: the Impdrts’ to- one:
place ; to have them lodged under the keys' of the Governs« '
ment officers ;> to have them sold -publiely, in: the: presence’: .
of -those - officers; “and, - finally; to have -the duties, thus
carefully ascertained, collected through the medium of the .
Company, with hardly any: charge: the whole of "this
practice 1s the most comp(cg& provision that-cani be 'imagined,: .
against defect, fraud- or expense,. in.realizing, this branchof
revenue to the public. o e AR R

Ty

Butif ‘this ' was:material in the time of King William, = .
wheni :perhaps the revenue! from: Kast-India: goods, inclu-"
ding China, did-not exceed £100,000, how' essential- must-
it be at present to. the State, 'when that revenue ‘exceeds fous™

~With 2l the care: now taken, :and whenLoendon®is:the-
ouly. lawful :place. of ‘Importation; it is well known that .
teas, shawlsy'sitks (prohibited, forthe encouragement of oup
own, manufactures), and other articles, are v the present |
time,: 1o some. extent, smuggled:-on shore from the East- -
India ships, . notwithstanding the penalties of the' law '} and.-
whes, ‘i addidon - to-the: legal penalties; ‘the offending par- :
ties, .if ‘the Company’s:servants, zre liable  to farther fines: .
and mulcts on allillicic trade: © But the hope:of evading the' '
heavy: duties will-ever. continue’ to operate “on persons,” who:
took ‘noifarther thau their own immediate profit' or conve-"
e B o

‘Eveiy deviation fiom the' established: usageswou

destoy ats. simplicity ‘and efficiency; and- open. th

abuses: ;; Sappose-the importations to be- allowed to'g

to one outport, a new cstablishment, new expencé)’

trouble, iwould be:created, and a cliannel opgnca foi Sujug~
: i Lt i ;
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gling, fraud, andabuse. . What' would it be, then, if se- :
wveral outports were opened for the landing and sale of In.
Gian and Chinese goods? .~ T RPN T PO O

. .:But this still supposes the Compary, either - for “itself or
foy private traders, to be the onlp. medium. ofimportation.-
If, however, all individuals. were: to be allowed to import,.
and into all:the. ports of - the. United - Kingdom, especially - if
it were allowed to employ ships of small burthen, which .
drawing little wafer, could-run into obscure ‘poits in ‘the re-
mote parts of England,  Scotland, and Ireland, where  would-
be the practicability of any safe control?" Legions of. Cus-':
tom-House and Excise officers must bé appointed, at a -very
great expense ;. and after all, where the duties -are so high as .
‘they . aré, :especially on the articles of tea, silk, *and fine -
‘inus}in;s,ﬁ_,{smuggling'wi.thout end must be expected:: I priac

-vate ships were allowed to go-to the Eastern Islands; they
could-find means to procure tea ; and if also allowed to e~

-turn. to the'.outports, suiugg‘king« in thatarticle weuld: be by

far the most gaiming trade, - S D
At present the duties upon East-India- goods: are collected .
and paid in London, at a wvery small expéense ito" Govern'.
ment, 'and to the' full extentto- which they-ought to be paid.
“This follows,  because the -value of the goods is' ascertained
‘by. competition at the! Company’s. sales.” “Were: every .port -
to:have its India House, where would be: this general com=
petition? - The same goods which pay the duty ad ‘valorem; -

would be liable to one amount of duty at Fowey," toraniother

at’ Dublin, to a third-at Port ‘Glasgow ; “alk ‘diﬁ'eriﬁg"ﬁ‘om
each other, .and from that paid at Liondon.  There would -
be no remedy for this inconvenience, whatever may.:be:said
by iirterested persons to the:contrary.  The endless . variewv-
of. Indian commodities, ' renders it impossible that they should
generally. pay 'whar are called rated *duties,’ of so ‘much per :
piece; orso-much peryards © Pepper ‘may ‘payra fixed sum.
by.the, pound; and sugar ‘by the hundredweight 5 but the -
stapie; article: of ‘piece goods, and: ‘many:-others; must ever -
be..rated. by the value, quantity:being: no: just eriterion.
It thercfore follows, from what has been above cbserved; -
fh;f;g;w)e;ljc;;;he;trad”’ to be carried to-the outportsiof .the United

Kuigdom, the revenut drawn from Indian:: goeds: must’ be ™~

greatly diminished, ‘and‘the charges: of ‘collecting: it greatly

Yy £ :

j ugxr:'inq;i-i_:zz'gd,@ what would be the effeef of
such..a change on different interests ; the persons alréady
K2 - possessed
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‘ ’ he Indian
possessed of valuable property cmp‘x..o_yg]‘ﬁ)r :’:is p—
nrade, the expoiters of India C’ommogizne%trom :
,iry, Zmd on the: East-.lndia. Com_pany wselt ? ) v as cone
The City of London, in their corporate capacity, 8s ¢ o
ssefvators of the Thames, and all c}assqsidcff pexs?ins \;tr;'x t~ e
‘meiropoli d in the building and o R
civopolis, who are engage i N  optit ¢
ma }in ;hf' cariiage, warehousing, sortm%., buyu:g,é;:r;?l
» of the Co ’ have also a direct inter
Cseiling of m?_Com_pz;ny s goods, ljave also !
“thie present discussion. S o
th The Hast-India Dock Company have h‘ke“:iedaainv[ﬁ%
‘gieat and obvious interest in keeping the Infixan rads inth
Porc of London. ‘ o
PO';Vith respect to the re-export trade in Indian LOG]X‘!}](?S?CI‘?:(;
th least three fourths of the imports flxi"om indna h:ll‘"ﬁélf‘breiglx
beer tinental markets. 3 I
n for the supply of the con ' he foreig
‘ E;":‘JC ers repose Egn%dence in the regularity and publm}ty t&lv;d};
‘-Wﬁ’ich the Comnpany’s sales are conducted. ) 7Wh¢x3 g u\‘e; qu e
' in th f the Compauy, the particulars
was solely in the hands of the pany p e of
i cre published immediately on the arnval
their cargoes wcere pub A ; o of
i istri Il over the continent. ,
the ships, and distributed a R ' oS -
the:.,qugn’tit-ies to. be sold,- a.?d periods of sale, fwereha.ljesgﬁpv
lished for the like distribution. - The sales o; eac ererip
tion.of ‘goods were made at stated periods, twice 1n e Y
‘The buyers;  of course; knew the state of the mar %{de»ﬁm
time of coming to the sale, and the purchases \nﬁrg ;mri -
vv‘der' an assurance, that no- more goods, of IZ\m Sliz :F;iééi ;
would be disposed of before tl_\e next sale. _Hence ; bg;s"hed 2
- certainty of - the market for six mlfgths.ﬁt ({ Si(s3 Sisl :s lished 2
soli j e, whic nuch benefite - oueh
solids confidence; which very 1 bencfited the sa'cs.”
-Zonﬁdénce- has,?no doubt, been much w_cfakeqec_l sm;::l“;a%i,
) when private persons were partially admxttqd nyo ‘Iit :;\Wa S
u"fThe chief ‘object -of the private trader being; as. 1t alway

a11tNS.

{ 1 \ ‘,." i \ s ’
-3must be, to obtain'plompt‘sales to meet the payment OF blﬂ >
o L g

--East-India goods are frequently resold, while. the% ;e(;mm}sn
..thé Company’s warehouse, merely by a; ‘tra.nsfe% 0 “to:ten*per
Thcgo.ods,:;whe'nf-:so;-vsold‘, will produce fxgx?éi‘ :l\e‘ fenber
" gent. “more than when in- the hands of .1p§i}v1_ub__cs; m\"g’::“eat
; particularly the case as to drugs, wblch are sul ject:t > glea
:.‘adulteration. R A A Yo
. adu%ge confidence that has:been. eqte;taancl : (})}Ft}{;mc;%:%z -
ny’s\rcg-ulérity?ahd fair"dea_i;ing&has‘: bei;m “c‘gix: :x;:po‘b;iénm >
= Joly th'ﬁlﬂf@r ersto“»t_;@\r, T Y :
- reignibuyers-have given orders to their cdsresponconts
. London; on :the faith merely of the:descrip g?oo .
I TR R AEES SPF F

'
B

- employ in. their Indian commerce ; a fleet-so-necessar
/ transportation: of troops- and stores' and warlike. s

-what must become of man
.« houses,

" to:enforce the regulations: which His. IV
#hink: absolutely . necessary;
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goods, on their arrival on the Continent, fre
through various hands, before they are finally nnpacked.

By the mode proposed, it is to be feared the foreign buyer
~will cease to be at any certainty as to his purchases and the
~quality ef the commodities, and this may, eventually, lead
foreigners to look directly to India, for the supply that has
‘hitherto been furnished through the medium of this country.

“Tospeak now of the effects of the proposed change upon
the interests of the Company.  And first, with respect to the

‘Kast-India trade, properly so called, as contradistinguished

-from the imports from China. If the mode of -private sale
of Indian goods in every town in the kingdom were intrg-

~duced; - would not the stated and the public sales, to which

-the, Company are restricted, be continually anticipated, and
-consequently the supply of the foreign markets be so also';
- though on the whole, these markets could not take off more?
~Could  these sales, then, secure a general assemblage” of
.buyers? Could -it. be reckoned upon, that the Company’s
goods would go off; as they usually have - hitherto done, at
» the ‘sales ? Could the prices "be expected to ‘indemnify- the
Comp:tny-r, -when the market should be flowered'by the necés-
- sity or impatience of private importers ? Could the realiza.

- tion, -in ‘money, of -the Company?s - Indian: imports be: de-
pended on: that realization, ‘$0-necessary to-the financesiof
the Company ? and if not, -how could the cuitency of their

affairs be preserved?-how could ‘they -pay -for -exports : to

» India 2-how could -they maintain the fleet of ships they now

y forthe

ervices in

India? - Andif the Company’s Indian commerce-failed, and
-s0-much of the Indian imports were transferred: to-outports,
y of the Company’s wharfs, wite-

‘and other; articles of ‘dead stoek;-formed at a vast

quently pass

“rexpense, ‘m -consequence of this Indian-trade? - And ~where

~would be:the ‘henefit o the nation by the: change # - Weould

<4t “be any thing “else but- transferting- to-Bristol; Liverpaol,

< €alasgow, ~and Dublin, that which-, Liondon: now -has ?
“2Would it bereal)

y-amy-accession of - benefit to: the: empire:at
And what, to look towards India, would: be:the
-effect of an-unlimited trade from the ou tports: of- (xreat Bri-
tam’and Ireland to-all those: regions .7 Would -it be possible
ajesty’s Ministers
for- preventing an-uncdntrolled

intercourse

large ?

e e
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) i'ntex"tcovursé‘ with,t‘he 'V‘Eas‘t, and for: averting tbe‘ e‘vfll;‘ ‘th:at‘
- would ensue from it . S e
Wil en

'

These questions;  toadd no moxe,-oyughtto'lr)»ehye_ry d ;!tyk
and satisfactorily answered, before. so great 4 change is at-'

:ans NPT e el s lont
tempred, before an order-of things that has subsisted so long,

and dene so well, is subverted and Qestro»y¢d. j".lf ﬁrgat artxg
sudden innovations ought;. at. il’“»ﬂllﬂ](’ﬁi,:ilO‘be {eg‘f‘ ded. r?]f'l"hb
caution and distrust, surely ought those in particular; -whic

~are proposed by men for their ownimmediate advantage?. * "~

‘ -cuments -with which the merchants.
" But what. are the arguments -with which t anits

i nrna v el D
of the outports may: be supposed to-enforce theirclaim §

Natural right j—the freedom ‘of  trade; allowing ‘every

man. to carry on his vowu:bpsiness in \hisvfowp=\§a.i?f”;-~th‘éi:
odinm of ‘the. principle. of - monopoly ;" the dleab vapta__%; |
with which they would .carry.{on. the It}'»adge,;] if: ;(ﬁsizafgebf }
e theirships. to. Londo | instead-
obliged to bring back. their.-ships.. ndon, astead of
tf?ﬁé‘f‘ own ports; the disadvantage. to ;:thg v(iouxjt?yﬁ 90? .
SHCI’S., R \
‘J ;['Ill?sb all this it may be replied; that supposing the whole

ERR RN

U ' : " weieht and value sufficient o
true, are these arguments of weight and value s

oi'e"r;tu_if_h."-ithg:,pr_ese__n; long Aestabhs‘hved system 0? :;ll:z Ou(;)tli‘x;
p.éliy‘,‘ and to ‘endanger s_»o;large: a pofr.txovn_f (i ltp tlie:
le nue?, Asto, the <_ang,uments\'frqu: naturq-rx_gd 1‘?aﬁ0g’;;{
such L;a_’x-gum'ents must al.wa_y s be 11m1g§d {)y ; cons;é ::s foks |
of practical, good. - The only practical -argume ts it
occur. in, favor of the entports;: are-‘the:gdyant:agie‘z oNOW
merchants themselves and to the country COnSUmETS, Now.
what is the amount of this advantage ? :_I:L.Fatfjl‘n; n(}) gf

forgotten, . that. at ipresent it 1s ::pi'ol?le‘*naatg(l;.«'i‘lgegfl:} e:h i3
whéther ‘any.-great In,dt:antrgde:can;be;eita‘- (;g ed a;;tq te
private, merchants ;. that, -at any Jm?e’:““ea‘dﬁ ~p»:tiéa% -
Indian gdqu.;impmed; 1 11~w;En,g.[~anct is 1ry~gﬁndg d ;)t; fl;-m; .
portation ;. that. Londen isthe hittest flm_‘”‘f“’fi,“h; manAet
foreign. trade,, especially sincethe- Warehousing™ /et ;

that, there is really. little consumptioniof- Indidn goods -in . -

the interior of this countryr; and that ifmo great ‘accessigh

of rade. should be breught:toithe: country by thesprivate .

merchants, .then they. will:have sacrificed thueﬂmsgn% s?;;
tem, :‘igctithout -ohtaining: even .thev'ob‘]ggﬁf:fo;t;}}é]f&_:M‘;‘_‘.i‘
AR e TR M 2 i B . e BRI TRTAry Fe R ITE e
sacipfice wasymader. ook dobs S B Sl
Iftilmg};.p@-;h&psgbe_'_s;ﬁxd;v that the Hudson’s:Baj Company

. . . ) . o anles on A untof
hag public sales, and that yet there are sales on‘aceo
L

1 7 e
indi Is, of the same articles the. (Jompan);flmpozz‘
But this will form no paralle] case as to th-ef"(,o.m;!wt,nlzl s

¢

&meé'&l. Eh\:?,}f;;a\ﬁerex{a-ﬂw under ong unlﬁted“'ﬂi?@ﬁbdﬁ
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mor is there: any great question” of _revenue concerned.
The only aiticle imported by the Hudsoii’ ‘Bay Company
is furs. . 'The sales of this article, on- privite account, are
also by auction, and: it .is believed ‘eonfined ‘to London.
The whole is comparatively . a. stiall -affair, and can'be of
no weight in' the present question. - - = - o

« Upon the whole, therefors; it Seers most certain, that
on such slender grounds, with respect to advantage (and’ -
advantage as “beforermentionedonly to"be " taken frofe
London for the outports); with so little certain:y of esta

lishing any great trade to or from India, *with such inim
nent-hazard to the Last-India- Compiny and ‘to ‘the rev i
bue, it would be contrary ito-the pradent policy which
this: pation has generally observed, and’ most “anwisdlin’”
itselfy to venture upon: sor great an-imnovation, “some of
the etfects. of ‘which were pointed out to the Presidznt
the. Board:.of Commissianers thiree years ‘ago  (printed’”’
papers, page 30), effects, which, by his silence; he seets’
to-have adwitted s and; in. awordy it may be dppré-
hended;- that they would amount to ‘the destruction of the'®
Company’s Indian- trade;. their Indian ¢om miercial establ
lli;;Ahmgnts\,,,,ithcir.t{:ndiian “shipping; and finally leave the'®
China msenopoly so insalated and unsy pporteditas tobring
that alsoy ut length; to its fally and “with it} the who!
fabirie "of. the. Company, and- the gréat revenus now" :

eas;ﬂy{x;ealﬂ';z,e‘d:.t;hro;u'gh 1ts mediumy nor ean'it' ba ag all”
dogbted that, in sucl: case, the China trade “Wotlldha '
be dostito thernation, . . oo g

ke
. Akis not igvelevant to this.subject tondvertito'a p‘assagé’ »
in.the historyiof the ; Dutch: East-India . Conipaby, uhder
the year 1602, ¢ The pluralicy of “East-India partn
* ships ov sacieties, at. this: time;, ‘formed - in" Holakd
‘“ greating much disorder and clashi ng-in that comigtde]”
* the States~General summoned. before them: thie' Diréc=
“¢, tors.of al Lthose Companies, and obl iged-themr to irpfed! ™
¢ for..th future, into ‘oney:to which: Uaited “Comy Ah s
““ the istates: granted. thesoles commerce- to: Edst- Tidia 17
¢ ,szi,z g t,wan,;y-m)e years: from ‘ther 20th Mirch 3609;'.‘” w
h‘?‘y ~had; 1 consequence, several :Chambers of Easts

fndia Commerce in Holland » as Amsterdamiy Middleburgh

&
-

iy
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(Article1.) Ta the time of King William, the Com-

any were allowed five per cent. on the private-trade.

(drticle 8.) Many remarks made upon the sixth article
will also apply to this, which might have properly form-
ed a part of it. We need, theretore, only observe here,
that the permitting of ships to sail from the outports, will
go very materially to injure the interests of those who
were let into the Indian trade by the act of 1793 ;—to
increase the danger of colonization abroad ;—and of in-
jury to the revenue, by smuggling, at home, as well as
another danger to be noticed in the next article.

(Article 10.) It is not only to all our Indian posses-
sions that the exportation of military stores ought always
to be prohibited, but also to the numerous islands in the
Eastern Scas, inhabited by a vindictive race of people,
who may be ready, not only to buy warlike stores, but
to engage Kuropeans in their quarrels, aud the sailing of
ships trom the outports will certainly increase the danger
of these evils, _

(driicle 11.) The existing law, as to piece goods,
enables the Company to coatfive the importation of that
article to shemselves. They have never availed them-
selves of this privilege; but yet it may be proper to
continue it, becatsc ¢ the regular and constant employ-
¢ ment of the manufacturers, under the existing system
¢ of local mmanagement,” is @ matter of comsequence,
not likely to be otherwisc so well guarded, and that great
importations of picce goods would operate against the
home manufactures, whilst a smaller select importation
would be useful.

(drticle 12.) There js a pew reason for the same
restriction in favor of the Company in the article of
raw-silk, because such a general competition is now to
be opened against them, and because they have, at great
expense in a long course of years, by means of thewrown
establishments, brought the raw-silk of Bengal, which
they export, to a high' state of perfection j—and if that
article is left to the competition of individuals, whe will

often have to resort to the agency of indolent natives, the -

quality of the article may be expected. materially to fall,
and the silk manufacturers of this country to be much

worse supplied than they are at present. * -

It is proper to add, on this subject, that the testriction’

in favour of the Company, in the article of piece goods,

e -

it A

mauder and of the offic
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i by no nieans of the value it was at first, the demand
for that Indian staple being now greatly diminished in this
country. ‘ i
(driicle 14.)—Lord Melville has observed, onthe rea«
sons which he apprehends had influenced the Conrt, in
proposing that ships of less than four hundred tons Sh(;u}{i |
zx‘ot, be allow.ed to sail to India, that * though entitled to
“ du.c consideration, they do not appear to be SLxmciently
) strong to justify the proposed restriction, or the mak-
Ing a distinction, in that respect, between ships trad-
_ing. to the Kast-Indies and to other countries:” it is
therefore deemed necessary to discuss the propesition
morge at length.: _ ) o ‘
In examining the subject of the sixth proposition, the
facility which small ships would afford to smu‘ggling. :
were \phe outports opened for the disposal.of the hbme:
ward cargoes, has already been considered. - In further
support of the fourteenth proposition, respecting the
least size of ships that should be permitted ta go tbﬁndia
on accountof individuals, the practice of the India Com- .
pany, inthe early part of their intercourse with the East,
wight beadduced, for they soon dropped the smaller class .
of ships for one of five hundred tous ;. but as this country,.
n ats improved state of pavigation and couﬁmierée,wha;(
few ships of that burthen, except those employed by. the
Fast-India Company, the limiting of ships to be DOW, em-
ployed in the private-trade to India to four handred tons,
was supaosed to alford facility 1o the most l'és'pe'cta_b.lé
hoyses, to. benefit by the proposcd cnlargement of the.
trade.. . " o S
”chyy one will admit, that there is more of l'espeét}l-
bility in the larger class of ships ; and this circumstance
should not altogeiher be lost sight, of with the iilliabitilii(s
of India.  The impression of the superiority of our ma-
ritime strength to that of other nations,“amvi'* pzia;tic'u]iériy
of.the Americans, who speuk the same language,. and -
who navigate very small vessels to and from the ports of -
the East, should be kept alive ; and, asareason of State,
shQ}xld.lwve its due weight in the consideration of this
subject, ... S
. It is not: only.the respectability of the shzp that should
be atiended to, but there s also a degree of respectability
and responsibility atteched to the _character of ‘the com-
ers (of whom there is a. greater
Lo establishment

[13
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establishment in the larger ships). Their information in
pre-eminent, particularly ir those essential articles of
nautical science, the variation and the lunar observations
in the navigation of the Indian Seas, and to and from
thence. By such men, a better discipline is established
in those larger ships which suit them : the ships are also
better armed, and less liable to capture, than vessels of
the smaller class, The length of voyage requires; not
only superior equipment and a stouter vessel, but in‘or-
der to guard against- contingencies of every kind, subor-
dinite officers and their assistants are indispensable 5 be=
cause, in the event of the death of the principal officers;
the knowledge and skill requisite to supply their places;
especially in cases of emergency, could be derived from
noother quarter. Small vessels cannot have these neces-
sary ‘advantages ; -an observation which -applies; more
particularly, tosuch petty officers as carpenters and caulk-
ers, in respect to matters that concern the hull:of ‘the
shipy and to medical men in respect to the crew.- :

It has -been found by experience, that larger ships can
be navigated at'a less rate perton than small ones ‘hence
one of four hundred tous wili require less rate of freight
thau two ‘of two hundred tons; a.point of economy in
the conveyance of ‘goods; Which is not to be disregarded,
even i a national view. As India is concerned; the
simaller vesselswill multiply @ description of persons:in
the portsand throughout the country, ‘whose conduct
may have serious effects on the peace and quiet of the
Asiatic Governments, from the ‘causes before mentioned.
The minor ports throughout the country will admit of an
jntercourse angd connexion betweet. Europeans and the
natives, which the vigilance and power of our Governs
‘ents cannot. discover noy contiol, - gk

-The ships employed in private trade should be con-
strained to navigate with a certain number of Europeans
‘outward, so as to’ prevent, -as much as possible,’ the intra-
duction of native seamen to this country::-and hencey for
the sake of humanity, a surgeon becomes al ‘necessary
-person; the employment of whom may well comport with
‘the:size of ships ‘of four hundred tons. or ‘upwards; but
‘not-with those of two hundred and fifty or:less. . 1f the
health and lives of seamen be thought of consequence to
“the - State, “the larger “class- .of :ships ‘should ‘certainly: be
‘preférred: © I “the present- superiot’ class vof «West-India
RATig. - e shipping

.
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shipping are.of four to five hundred tons, where the pas.
sage is not more than six weeks, it appears at least as reas
son‘able,‘ ‘that those employed in an Ease-Indian. §5oy:xe‘e"
which may last many months, should be equally comfﬁei
tent and formidable as the running ships, and not stand
on a scale beneath those of the first cluss upon Lloyd’s
books, so that the premium of insurance upon the goods
shipped may be kept atthe lowest possible rate. .
. Whenever such enlargements, as may induce the sub-
jects of this country to embark very large property in
the Indian trade, shall be opened to the?n, it must be
highly expedient that, for such time at least as nay be
sufficient for the return of one voyage, the utmost pos;
sible security, which the Legislature can devise, should
be provided, in order to check such hazardous adventures
as might otherwise be carried on in any description of
vessel, or under the conduct of characters not sufficiently
responsible, and at the risk or cost of the under-writer. .
If an honorable commercial intercourse with India be
the object, such wholesome regulations will promote it;
bu.t‘af speculations of mere- chance outward, and s‘mug:
gling homeward, should be in the contemplation of any
adventurers, protection to the fair trader, to the East-
India Company, and to the revenue, can only be secured
by some - efficient law, respecting the size of the ships
and their consequent equipment in stores and force, under
the conduct of able and responsible commanders and
crews. S
“(drticle 16.) The regulations proposed with respect
to Lascars, are only intended for a time of war, No
Lascars should be brought to this country in a time of
peace. -

(Article 18.) 'The existing regulations, as to ingress
and settlement of unlicensed Europeans into the Com-
pany’s establishments and territories, to be continued.
No British subjects to be allowed to settle in any countgy
within- the . Company’s limits,; and not under. the Agévei‘n-

‘ment:of the Company.:

~ofdrticle 19.) - The King’s forces, - fhéii;téinéblé by fthé

.,Ckon}pany -iq India, not to exceed fifteen thousand.men in
alt; ‘and:this number to be reduced, as may . be founpd
practicables: -~ o ' - -

- (drticle 20.), . If the . proposition made, by the Com-

pany, ‘to'bethenceforth charged so mugh per regiment.of

L3 a given

e
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a ‘given force, or so much per maun, be not adopted, \fve:
shall ‘be glad to receive any specific proposition, 1ot
putting upon a clear and equitable footing the adjustment
of accounts between the Pay Office and the Company.
By any such arrangement, we cannot doubt, that, at
least, the intricacies of the present mode of sef.tlement,
atterly unsatisfactory as it is to the Company, will be got
vid of, even if the eéxpense shquld not b(; diminished :
but will it, for example, admit of any question, whcthgri
when the Company have been charged, as they 1‘92}”}'{
lave been, with the expense of an entire recruiting
company at home, as constantly raising recruitsy and
whilst, in many instances, the recruits so raised xha:ve
Peen ‘sent, not to India, but to other quarters, 'thp re=
cruiting company having also been at all times available
for internal serviec, it-can come within the equity of the
1o7th clause of the Act of 1793, or ever could have
been intended to ¢harge the expense of such company to
¢he Indian territories? Or is it just, that the expense of
the colonel of a regiment, employed either at home or
on the Continent, or perhaps on a furlough staft appoint-
ment, should be partly charged to the East-India Q,o.rflﬂ«
pany, and his pay be drawn from them?  As all purtlths:
sherefore, agrée in the propriety of an alteration, t e
sooner it is made the better. - TR
rdrticle 21.) 'The Court of Directors h'avc-‘ah'eady
objected, ‘and must ever object, to the arbitrary ‘mode
adopted by a Committee of the House of qur}qmnsru}
1805, for the settlement of the demands of thf:‘(,‘om;paén}i
on Government.  We think it a clear and equitable prin-
ciple, that the expense of captures made, and not. re-
tained by the Company, but transferced to His Ma.lesiyr,,
or by - His Majesty restored to the enemy, should be
charged: to the Public. L S
The ordinavy pay of the Company’s troops employed
on - such services, and especially 1n places ont of the
sphere of India, as in Egypt, should also be: .;)-lacgd'. to
account of the Public. e e e
->'On ‘these groutids we beg leave to.propose.,mthar tl}g
‘balance of ‘demands now made by the Pay Office on-the
Company, beé set offy by the sums” which :thuy.arewye.t
unpaid for the capture of Ceylon and the . Molaccas, and
Aot i:’ﬁé"éxpéditiﬂh to Egypt.. Lven ‘then, the. s_en»lmnnnt
will be greatly to the advantage of the Pubhc‘, as the
Company

|
|
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Company have made good to the Pay Office a sum ex-
ceeding two millions, in addition to which they have,
since the year 1797, been charged for King’s troops
beyond the number for which the law obliged. them to
pay,. at the average annual rate of about three thousand
firelocks, besides the officers and serjeants requisite for
that number of men. - :

( drticle 22.) As a supplement to this article, the
Court cannot help again submitting to consideration, the
carnest desire and hope of the Proprietors to be exone-
rated, out of the general funds of the Company, from
the payment of the Property-tax. The dividends of
other public Companies are thus exempted ; and it is
but a small ¢onsideration, in the immense concerns of
the Company, from which the Proprietors have, on the
whole, yet derived ouly the ordinary interest of money,
invveturn for all the hazards their property has run.

{Article 23.) - The debt of wlnch the Court of Direc-
tors meant to speak in the twenty-third proposition,
was the whole of the Iadian debt, part of which, to the
amount of about seven millions, has been transferred to
England. The observation of Lord Melville will coincide.
with this proposition, and the Court of Directors can
bave no material objection to his Lordship’s proviso,
respecting the reduction of the bond debt at home to
three millions ; but experience has shewn the inconve-
nience of confining within unarrow limits, by parliamnen-
tary regulation, the amount of this debt. L
~ofdrticle 25.)  Considering how probable it is, that
private adventuvers will desire to obtain a supply of the
article of tea, in order to be smuggled into this eountry
and to foreign parts, and considertug also the importance
of not. endangering the commercial intercourse How: per~
mitted by the Chinese to the British. pation, through its
long established organ, the Fast-India Company,-it is
ohvious;..that effectual. provision ought to be made, in
some mode or other, for preventing both these evils ;. and
we shall be glad to hear any propositions which were in
Lord Melvilie’s contemplation, or may be in _your Lord-
ship’s, as more likely to suit that end . than the suggestion

52

we have offered. . In tbe mean time, we feel it incumi-

‘bent upon us to request your 'Lordship’s.attention to some
remarkson the guestion of admitting private ships to the

. Spice
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Spice Tslands. - The demand of all Furope for the spices
of. the Moluccas is so limited, that one or two of the
Company’s ships may import a suflicient quantity for the
supply of it : the division, therefore of this supply among
the Company and the Merchants in general of this coun-
try, will leave so little to the individuals of the latter’
class, as to form no object worthy of long and distant
enterprize ; not to mention, that spices are now rising up
in other parts of the East, which renders these islands
less important than they have been. The maintenance
of the Molucca Islands, which produce no valuable com-
modity but spices, occasions to the Company a heavy
expense, and can only be compensated by a monopoly
of their trade ; and if private merchants are to partici-
pate in-that trade, they ought also to bear a proportion
able share of the charge of establishment in those islands.

But the spice trade is not the most interesting considera-

tion belonging to this question. ' If in any of the islands
in. the Eastern Seas, not belonging to the Company,
British subjects were to settle, (a thing which the Com-
pany, even if armed with legal powers, would -find it
difficult to prevent, after those seas should be open to all
the ships of this country,) it would seem impossible to
hinder them from obtaining, by one means or other, a
supply of the teas of China, for the purpose of being
smuggled into Europe. That object alone might be
tempting enough to induce a settlement, where no other
circumstance was sufficiently inviting. And if from this
motive, or a concurrence of others which might be sup-
posed, a number of Englishmen were once to unite
themselves in that quarter, whither new individuals might
continually resort, and whence, again, they.might repait
to all the ports of the Indian continent, it would seem
scarcely practicable to preserve the efficiency of regu-
lations formed, either here or by the Indian Governments,
for the exclusion of uulicensed persons from their ter-
ritories. Sach would be the danger, especially of any
British settlement in the Eastern Archipelago, not sub-
jected to the government of the Company ; a-danger

very seriously to be deprecated : and ‘even in those hel&

by “them, as the Moluceas; 'if they ‘were ‘open to alt
British ‘ships, it may well deserve consideration, whether
there might-not be “somé liability -to dabger of’ thesami

£ kind.

i
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kind. On all these’
that British ships fr
to the Spice Islands,

7

- ?avmg concluded our remarks upon the proposition
and -observations hitherto brought under discussion, we:
, v

next beg leave to.su
Ing -out of the gen

be found so obviously proper and necessary,
no enforeing argument.

262k Proposition.—That n
British colony to the FEast-Indies:
specga/i {;:ense of the Company. ’
27tk Proposition.—Private shi i | it

; fton~~—DPrivate ships going from the United
Kingdom to India.to sail direct frombthathkinqdom thitherl;

t kingdom, without pursuing- any

as to require

or China, without the’

apd from.India to tha
clrcuitous route.- S :
I, 0 10 ang i e Soming e RS2
_ g coasting trade of:India, but’
to. be permitted-to.go from one port of deli F the
:e ‘ ne port of delivery of ‘the
eriginal cargo, to another for the full discharee of it
: We;have the honor to be, My Lord,: ° '
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servants, -
(Signed) - Hucn Ivcris;
RoserT THORNTON, -
Jacos BosanNauET,
W. F. ELPHINSTONE,-
CHARLES GRANT,
Epwarp Parry;
E/’iLLmM ASTELL,"
AN & : EORGE SMITH, .
The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Buckinghamshire, o
&e. &e. &e. I

SEn——

At a Secret Court of Directors,
e .Hé;:l'd’o,n Iugsdéy, the 28th April 1812, .
‘;;'I’_‘}_;;f:;_‘Chairm an fromi the Committee of Correspondence re~
pOrts to ;t}}gCgurt,ithat in_consequence of the r;équcst;e,éntaincd%'
1. the minute of the 20th April, which was :communicated.:
to Lord qu.qk;;@g_ham.shl re, the Chancellor of the Exchequer:
and his Liordship favoured the Deputation with an. interviewt

B on

grounds it really seems advisable,
om Europe should not have access:

gglest some other regulations, grows’
g o eral subject now under consideration, -
_Of -our past correspondence. These, we trust, will

o ship shall go from"a‘ﬁy:
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on Saturday, the 25th instant, at Whlc,h'M,rf “_’Wéﬂgsc was
also present. Lo S e presont

ting various points belonging: to the pres
Atctil;?iz::]fserégtouched' upon-; but Vthe_ .d}scqsslo? ly{)al}?loyf
?grgn(::d'on the important question of perxr}utt%mdg‘ t}m s~]‘f§diav-
rivate merchants generally to Jmpprt gooT ; 2 }Bm o :;
pt the outports of the United Kingdom.  The T epu ation
ar ed every thing which occuried to them in ~s~ppp9}rt_ ? the
“1% osition of . the Court upen this subject;: as 1}2_\/;0 ;éx gwith
gssel:mtial interests of the Company ,butl\/}heyt ?;1 G ) it
vegret, -that the .ilhpx'¢és’i0}33~:syv;hrch; his: ha]eggte Sovern,
ment. had - received resgectrﬁ)clg 1t~,i' “since ; :t V'~in e of Lord
elvil ‘the 21st:March, were not in consona
Melville’s letter of ‘the 21s Jete not 1w consonnits
'wi‘dtl"the sentiments of -the]‘Court of :Sliéegg:(sl.B u’;(l}ll:; 51 aen-
s op o i oriap. ] éri
sellor of. the Exchequer, however: d Buckingham-
;glxlr(; expressed their intention : of acomnlxlunyxcag]};lé,‘ ixnn_’qv:cs“
11Cy ! ) e subieot:
ting, the j hey had formed on the ¢ in qu
g e e Buck hire having accordingly ad-
jon; and Lord Buckinghamshire hav g acco .y ac
gt?er»:s’edi aletter- to- the: Chairman: gr}d De?lll;iyd: ggfzﬁnihé
dated the 27~th\~yi‘ns\t}ant,y that vle&tef is ;now’,’-
Court.. oo

R :

R G 'j / ?; | ‘ . k-
: - from the Right Honorable the Earl of Bucl
I:‘iggignﬁ'g:?e to the Chairman and Deputy Chair-

‘man, referred toin the preceding Minute.

Gentlemen, - India Board, April 27t‘7:' 1812,

3 - . x]
amunicating ) ti ; of His Majesty’s
Td communicating to you the sentiments o jesty

Government, after a full considerétign of tbe;s_evsxl‘;iqi:glé:
. o s Rron inder . their view, n consequeln
whiclt have been brought under . their view, oA
::? lt;}e conferences and explanations I h_i,ve. ha.d w lt,l;g‘?fnﬁg
iy el : caince 1 had the h'()noi‘q teceving’ you
the Deputation, -mCeI o for 1 B on the
R TR .ary for me to enter upon ‘th
{ the 2d instant, 11 18 unngcessary Ior R ‘
?’Ség:si%n‘c; the Hints and Observations Wlﬁlg? thaf;g b;::t
H o e s B P S g e S1
Y cubicet of the et ondence between:the fate Presides
the subject of the correspe v - vee ac far as those
f the Board: of Control and . yourselyes, as far as thos
of the Board of Control and. yourselyes, 2 e General
Hints and Obscrvations have been sanctioned by the Genera
Tt was to haye been expected, that upoh 2 question 1
~ volving the various interests of so }é}‘rgC._,a-PO d)’ ﬁ.‘;‘, weme
‘chants and manufacturets of the ,Hn‘F.“d‘, gﬁ:’e’”‘gb&”’é;&c;‘eaees
o T e L -‘.‘v B I A N tconSl l.a‘ Hirerence
45 of ‘the ’Ez;st-Igdu (Jox,.npany,_lt a : g
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of opinion should arise, and that reasoris should be alleged of
sufficient: weight, to suggest the propriety of revising- any
plan which might originally have been concerted.. = = -

“Under such an impression, ‘Lord Melville, in’ his letter of
the 21st ultimo, desired it to be distinctly understood, “that
public discussion, in the further ‘progress of the ‘measure,
might possibly. produce an alteration 1n'some of the derails,
as well as regulations of - a different description’ fiom ‘those
~ which were then suggested, T T SR

You would; therefore, mot have been wholly unprepared
for the communication ‘made by ‘me to' the- Chiirman“at'a
personal intetview, when  he “was' informed “that the repre<
sentations-which had been brought before Fis Majesty’s Gos
vernment, sinee the publication of the ‘cbrfcspoﬁdénce’already

referred to, had led them- to entertain-‘an opinion; that they
would. best consult - the public-interest, ‘by not confining - the
import trade from the East-Indies to the part of London.

.'The arguments adduced by you and the other members of
the Deputation, and which had been urged with much ability,’
and at considerable length, in your letter of the r5th instant,
have received the most serious. attention of His Majesty’s
Government ;. but I have to. acquaint you, that although they -
think that the great interest of policy and of revenue, as well
as of the East<India: Company, will -render it their duty to
propose to Parliament, that the existing restraints, Tespect-
ing the comimercial intercourse with China, should continue,
and that the exclusive trade in tea should be preserved to the
Company, for whatever term' the charter may be rencwed,
yet that they remain of oepinion that’ the import trade from -
the East-Tndies should'not be confined to the port of London. -
- Fhiey are riot; however,’ insensible to the danger and mis-.
chief which the Tevenue, as well as the East-India Com-
pany, * might suffer,” if ‘under the cover of that’ trade, ‘an

illicit commerce ‘in tea were to be: successfully carried on';
but they conceive, that: regulations, both in ‘}ihdia' and at
home;- may be so framed, as to guardagainst that dan ger, and-
to protect the Company ‘and the revenue, ‘whose ‘interests in
tl}is. ;respécteq'u‘a\lly‘requi'r,eybsuch protection, from  the effects
Insubmitting, therefore, the propositions. to Parliament i -
this shape, the ‘Government are ‘persuaded, that ‘whilst they
would thus- be supportinginterests justly entitled to. public con-
sideration, they would, at the same time, be pursuinga course,

M sterling,

T R R TR T TRT
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sterling,: withoutbreaking in upon that system, under which

the . salutary. provisions of the. ﬁ‘??’“’“ zation,'AGFs = Gukl;e vtrl;’f
»cgi;l"é'df “the United Kingdom against any :f@_luvre; 0. 106 ea
gular and constant supply of an article, which has 1‘?9"9.‘? :
“mecessary of life. < e
fiﬁ%ﬁ]ﬂcogsidex’invg the, terma proposed for the renewal .Io ith:
Charter, as they would stand, should the su }ggcstgoalf!l o
‘conveyed to you in. this letter be: adopted, 'you will:be sengl-
‘ble. of - the ‘high. : ing £0.2 €O ,
‘arréngemént«-i%v- whi_’ch;.the.‘:m?@"es‘l.s .of (51;16 & ?mm'ﬁ tdgngéig;
-pation- at large are so decply implicated, With.as, Wilic Ak
2: t;r?;.ly be .degemed compatible. with a.mature .considerapion,

.and:‘satisfactory adjustment, .of the several claims .2 nd P“r’:a#

: ‘ i ErOeE. + o o LR o
tensions of .the parties concerned. :..
. . .1 have.the henor to be, Gentlemeny: .

A SE AN
.Y our mest obedient humble servant, ...

s ce s 24 .

. (Signed). . ‘BUCKINGHAMSHIR
To -;fhe’ Ch‘ai;rm-aﬁ' apd Deputy Chaifman 3 SR
3 *~’f”»"dfxtlieun_rt‘noff?;[)xire“cton:s.‘vl SR

om the Deputation fo the, Rl Hon
7. Earl of Buckinghamshire. ... . ui .
Lo, ' ase-Tudia House, 29tk dpril 18
"7 The letter which the. Chairman and Deputy,
"man had the honour of receiving from your Lordship.0n 4%
" 27th. instant, was the day following, laid,

Yirbctorss.and engaged: their most
Directors;-and engage hem.his day; and,

- again heen. qo&sid@md» by

40 $uDIMIL.| , Cananss ich, from jhaying
ipgiructed us to make to. it: an.answer, which, fxom ;hayipg,
“Before, well refletked onthe principal subjeck.of; i

5 me to,-hope, in the. least ;time possible, bewng.sen

y yo Lordship, that, in the -present. ¢ifical, ;;filqd E
negoriation, all unnecessary delay, isto be ayaudeds, ¢

i

« ﬁbe

'gngy
is Majesty/s f ha

“piesennigns whigh haye

[

< Tiidies to-‘the Poft of Liondot

imp(}i':‘aﬂc@ {0£ bl‘iﬂglng £0.a conclusmn an

. thié iéw “ Chartéir shiould: open the" outports - of - the Uliited.

~before the Canrt,of

mmost” setious. aftention., It ha
m, this we.have Bow
10, submit to your, Lordship the ‘ansyeer, whichtheys; haye.

“Tordshig’s letter, delivers their,matuce opinion,.and, as.1 gf‘
of

"It is with extreme. concern the Court find, that. sif )99?-@?
: publication of the corespondenge. batyecn df}?b%%s}‘ i
“the Board of .Cammjssi d,the Goutt ot Arecors. .m0,
1€ DO U3 A };21139{(::;3‘9 gqmpﬁny 8
A

‘Boi

‘ yd t €=
Y@b{% Dl Cas »*hbﬁﬁfﬁ“ BEve o g3 s O s o 1SCALION, “tat L11§ S b SNt
"%?xjn;i’efwnﬁ the " great-intereits ‘b ‘policy -anid:of ‘revenng,”

9 hemaf fo gnigriaim.
B an
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#al Spinions that they ‘would béﬁsﬁf consult the ‘publie n-
“* terést,” By not confliing the import trade from -the Easte -

32

2 vatd that’ they still “hold

S paftion) e s T T
- Not_having bieen made acquainted with the ‘particulars of
those tepresentations, and Havifg wiged various argumeénts.
“Which ‘rémain utanswered, against the theasure of ‘opering

e outports to thetrade ‘from Indla; the Court,  under-tle
disddvantages of such at situdtion, are -imperiously: called 'tb
“the'considetation of the' ci felindstanées -in” which - the Come
"panny “ate'ndw ' pliced; anid in which; %ccording ‘to: the best
“jedpmétie‘they ‘cati* form; the Company would be placed, if

-Kingdom to the returns of the Indian trade,” 1 o opol
~ Whatever may be ‘thought;"iny Lord, by the “nierchants
of ‘this: couiitry, ‘of their right ‘to-enter ‘into the possession

~oftaitrade; dequired ‘arid maintained through long struggles

and vicissitudes, -at immense€xpense, by the East-India Cori=
pany ; a'trade still intimately connected with the security of

the vast empire which the same Company have gained, and

administer for the benefit of-thernation at large ; the Court of

Directors ars of opinion, that the sacrifices they agreed fo
‘make"of that'trade (o' the  public feeling; of if thay
~permitted to expressitheir ‘idéa more’ acduritely, the public

A

they iay Be

prejudice, were.very large; and they yieldedto them vndonbt-
edlyin a firm belief, not at that time discouraged by His

 MEjesty’s Ministers, that ‘the importatichs from: Tndia would
’be Corifificl to-London, as well as that the exclusive p
-of'thie' Chiina trade'would be carefully secured to the Company,
“But'the éohcessions frankly madé by thie Courtof’ Ditecfors
“atd Proprietois; who' : 5
“thé Pablic) dtid wish, as muchia possible, to Be:
WAt Have, it ap) :

i if ! v
"~1i‘;:i(7a§aﬂfv‘éxpé‘étﬁtibh*and‘zuhB‘mfﬂdéd?;iféten’sidﬁ; whii 1V
-beeh inore Industricusly ‘than fairly “excited; i were now to' da-
“teriiiiie the” publie edunsels, Tiot' % vestige® A
that great fabric, ‘whicli has beén‘reared-in-the conrse of ‘two

Fiviege

* who regard themselves always™ as

- plrof |
1y a8 _ le, to ison
ppedrs; ‘only encouraged-farthér detmarids ;

of prejudics, of popular clamoir, 'f mostex-

e}

‘hd tides

"4 vestige ‘would rémain of

~eentlities;  tniting With ' comtherce’ an ‘imiperial " domirion,
“Whiichi“wotld be shakeii to ité foundation by-the: destruction of

“that systém’ which hias acquiréd and preserved-it. .

he Cofart; - though it is'un-
hat His Majesty’s -Miriistérs

ﬁ"’i[-“%i‘s?‘rmé surprise, ‘my Lord, to
fAr g e e
tedly ‘a gheat * conisolation

those
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those of the East-India Company,. and that it must hence be
their object to continue the political functions of the Com-
pany, and the means which are necessary for the matenance
‘of those functions.  On this basis, the Court are happy to
have the honor of meeting His Majesty’s Ministers, and to

“continue the present discussion.

e is perfectly knowu, that for a series of years past,
since the Indian territory has been loaded with an im-
mense political debt, the Company have derived no sur-
plus from the revepues. They have carried-on the cur-
reney of their home affairs, they have even aided the
political concerns of India, and, above ali, they have
madé shod the dividends to the Proprietors. from the
“profits on their commerce ; and, of lite vears, these pro-
“fits have e -u derived chiefly from the Clina trade. From
‘the stili existing tervitorial debts of tue Company, and
the scale of their Indian expeuditure, after all endeavours
‘to recuce ity the Court of Dircctors have no prospect of
‘pecuniary acquisirions, except through the same medium
‘of commeice, for many years to come; znd, as already
intiméted, it is the commercial profits of the Company
which, enable them to discharge the political functions
“assigned to them in the management of the Indian-empire.
‘Without this vesaurce, or.some equivalent one, not within
their power, the dividends could not be continued, the
Valtde of ‘the stock would diminish, and the Company be
brought to a state of dissoluticn.. B
"It is the extinction, or material diminution of the.com-
“mercial profits; arising chiefly, as we have said, from the
"China trade, that we apprenend from the opening :of: the
-outports to the returns of the Indian:gommerce. . If this
extipction or diminution were to take place, yeour- Lord-
‘ship will doubtless agree with the Count, in adwmitting,
‘that the fatal consequences they contemplate, would fol-
Tow ;. and that, after going on a. few years on-the new
- plan, the’Company would be se impaired.in its respurces,
“as to be inadequate to the important part allotted to. it-n
“the system of Indian adminisiration. . L

. M

* " 'When the Court of Directors thus view the, consequen-

'ces of opening the outports, His Majesty’s Ministers will
“notblame the anxiety with which they respectfully  con-
tend against that measure. The duty they owe to their
“Constituents, to theiy own characters, andto the  Publie,
"requires them, in_such a case, to act with, the-greatest
Lt C C clrcums-

‘practice would be much

“to’put tea,as well as other ar

‘house, and where custom-houses ¢oul

&helndlan trade, they could enter -
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_'9 » . N o . ~ . - B , ‘
@,;iC\H{ﬂSD&QtIOI’), in order to obtain a reasonable asurance
;):fltbg 1e t};:rms of the new Charter will be such,. as will
e;:a left ]c Corr_lpany to go on efliciently in the performe-
a i;/_odt e ;)ol{t;cal functions it has hitherto dischareed.
‘ e do not apprebend, my Lovd, that there is uh.y a(ﬁf.
ference In principle on these points, betwee
crencelin . points, between His Ma-
{j"x}j s Ministers and the Court of Directors. The main
dif erence, 1n respect to the question of opening the out-
ports, 1s as to the practical effects of that measure It
gppe;l}fef(l, in the conference “we had the honour of };old
q?)g with the Chanceilor of the Exchequer and your Lord~
ship, to ve his opinion, that checks could be devised to pre
vent an indefinite extent of smugeling tea, ruin o the
Company, which we fear from ooening the aetmrs o 0
Oomp: tyzi 1(\:/‘1[\&1(, eal from opening the outports.to the
ndian trade. e bave already given many reaso ’
dian 1 : dy ¢ many reasons for
zi;x:l\lrt:)g, that the lpractlce of smuggling would, in su(?h
‘ase, be uncoutrolable. Those reu need n
ise, be - I'hose reasons, which need not
’be, repeated here, we helieve it will be difficult for d;)e
.palx;gxes most adverse to the Company to refute ; but the
ixi _}Q}Lt ueing so important in the present discussion, we
] L’% ,@a.(efto add a few more observations onit.
tis a fact notorious, that t n sm
at tea h ol ‘
the way of India, into this Cou e oo whgEled. by
the way of Indis, nto this Country, even when the. duty
wa .ompcu.ztlvel}{ small ; when the Indian import trade
riv:ru')I‘:}r;mEd to eléht or'ten Company’s ships, and to the
Thames. ow much movre, then, i ling
» then, 1s smugeling
Eeyonﬂd gllbo'unds, to be expected, when the shi;?sbslléﬁi
be unitmited in number and size, resort to |

‘ ‘ and may resort to the
outports of  England, Scoiland, and Irelxand? QThls
facilitated, because, in the nu
ractice would & » , ted, use, in the nu-
merous Kastern Islands, not subject to '"ar:y Eurgpgén
%c:)gﬁ:’h Wlh?"e -»f\‘ye ,,\ha;;e said ‘tea might be ‘brought for
Loghsh ships from China, there is no usage of clearine
g from t s- no_usage.of clearin
f;;;;fslis;a (;; %‘m&g them papers or matlifegsts. It uoul%i
the sy for them to break bulk in the passace home
ee | hen ¢ bulk in the passage home
and a3 they approached the coasts of Britair? and Treland,
rticles chargeable witi. duty,

z?k Somél of ships and cutters, destined either for.the ports
"I.l‘é]'alr?d Orl_(nm;]r_lt,,}‘] oxi;v-;thfe remote coasts of Scotland .and
ireland, on which, for a hundred miles tooether. ever

reland, on which, for a handred arles togathers evory
where accessible from the sea,’ there is scarcely a custom -
d.nat be sufficiently
ze being dllowed in

v

multiplied, - Vessels of very siall

into ports’ and" bays
little
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i gt gnd ran goods to b b iind and
apels ﬂ%éréaéd.’ "In some of the northetn ahd W?Sté\'ﬁ
tkﬁi;ie%lst}heljmted ngdom, we’ hive Ahe_‘;‘v‘i‘,{! at‘h ﬁt ﬁ;\.
e .\ aractices between the revenue . oﬁﬁicgyslqr{ t smug-
sive,practict o al, If this i the case’ Th resp
glers are.not unysuat.  SLLR7 2 ly ‘small duty, ¥
articles ‘which pay a comparatively ' Smal, "*’"y"&“*‘ﬂgj
it be, where the articles of tea and Indian S te
ero in question? - Ships might stop,at, intefirieciite
ports for orders, and there smuggle s as %losfhosguto e
the Westera coast, at’ Cork - and’ Falmoutt 3 thidse to e
bout, on the Trish and Seotch coasts.  SUDA W,
veral :[.‘):Ol‘.ts__bf'd’iéciharge,_n wouid th eby o rin B
cilities in smuggling: fa_‘nd: the ‘S,,tatﬁEOf' elatit feett’
this éo“%‘iﬁt"y:ﬁtn‘ f,‘:p\ar\. g ffl}i;};f}:fm At
aﬁ‘ordt e eans 0‘. ;:vv L9y AN B R "i(-',--
S o oy, oy gl 0 smigy
Jo the ooods into our ‘remote ports, ~in a word, 1
B o pmohen, it th means aod e el o
. qmugg,lm% tea, when an gnlu}nt:ed_gg; en’lz pse i éa‘i‘b
India and the Eastern Islands, must be, yreat
degre , uncontrolable by aay ¢

ledge of: those means: which his Majesty’s Government
may. think would be. effectual to pfevent the'practice of*
smuggling, under the pew circu mstances, to any ‘i'mﬁbu?s?;
oY oreat ,ex_t‘e'ﬁt‘_fr"-agbu}d~th§:’)’r‘ﬁhal‘v"ej a teasonablé pérsuasf
i sion of the practicability of such prevention, “that would:
0 3 undoabtedly, so_far \,lesé‘s,ep_th'efr, feai's and the argume

©

Lot
-Qs

on which they. now feel it their duty to insist, *T
hope not to be mistinderstood in this proposition:

ey
sured both of ‘the desire of His Majesty’s “Ministers, a8’

e

well an_account of the Company as of the reverue, to
prevent smuggling, and of their belief ‘of the practical
bility of doing'so; feeling also, as the Court do, the dé~
licacy of seeming to interfere 'in any of the’ revenue’
regulations of Govérnment, they are yet so circtimstatii: -
ced, in the present critical conjuncture, as to ' find" this>
enguiry most intéresting to the cause of the Company. <«
"It is ‘indeed “true, that the Public “appear to“have' ¢
greater concern at stake here ‘than  thé Company. - The"
Public may lose the greater part of a révenue of<fouri
millions pé¥ annum, ‘whilst the Company can “have ‘only"
to the extent. of one million at hazard. But ‘thén ‘this’.
one million is all the Comnpany’s  certait " income 1 'if they*
lose that, they lose the foundation ‘on “‘which " theit-effs’

o

S T—

o

e ‘*’.c FTETE TURET Y, SESRRS PRES
hecks which His Majesty’s.
Government can,. in such circumstarices, Interpose. Not

e ciency ‘rests’ unléss, in the new" arrangements. sofi
o e verlooked, that a class of Tndian goods, st)ﬂad dtﬁér%céou should’be j\}t)i ed, B‘éh“g;ﬁdxild'éfseédr
!%v}’?‘fp begf‘;’nue I;‘ﬁgila'o:éﬂ prohibised,” because " excluded e o S '
in.the revenue language proaiaiicd, -

the dividend to the Propr “which; dn:
dodhtedly, would ‘also “materially | affect’ the': views th
Court_ of Directors now énterta Fom -contemplating’
the dangers, of the Company’s'China tiade. And" saffer”
Lord, since the assailants’ of the. Company’s ptis’
loud in representing their interests'as those™
rge, to'add this' rémark condernihg”the”
erestin the present question, ‘thdt if thi'ré
‘mearly four millions, now 50 easily” collectsll”
should fail, or fail to the extent of only two'
us, other taxes must be laid upon the Public, ‘to
te for that loss: and whether the nation”

altogether, as nterfering with the manufactures oF tHis
country,. will, by all the openings which, the pe tbee,
will produce, be every, where unavoica;
se.. It 1s:true, that eve
a:confined to the Zghanne] .

teht be expected, bug certainly, not,
mi ?j:the ‘X’ngeextqnt. A'nd‘*‘haé};;wip.h ,
wise, the same objection we now aCvence i
the, .outports, wonld have baen trgec
latgement;of trade, hich the Court’ ha

in,50. erwise, by the proposed enlay
of, (}"@;cte,l may be aserious question with those
todecide on this morientods concerny ‘with s i
serye also, to_be recollected, fhat

any’s China'trade 'will fall’

~ migds of th
| ﬁf%%‘ tsible st
' 1o reques

; 743
-and'to request,

b for't > ‘expect,
¢ honbred with the know-

PN
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1 T ",,.-A
Devon, Somerset, Dorset, and Gl:mcestcr,{ m.)ctlhel\‘;;; .
folk in some measure, have been upheld, ‘durm}g 10un;r |
duous struggle of eigirteen: yearsﬂ in wfl‘uclh t lgr;pldiyejé
15 bo waged 3 tihe ut feet of siips cm v
T e gﬂgclgbd ’ “tif'quzinihe long detailp of ibterests
by the Company, wit g dotal of intcrests
connected with themw, must decay \I\ ]lfbr t‘]i'ed e
; it cortain and regular supply furnis
Jose thut cortain (mdy regu y f Dy the
' 'ticle of tea, an articley as your Lor
Company of .the articie of tea, cley. a L
ship }jjusﬂv observes, now become a nccessagy c;f“(l)l‘ieed "
Before we dismiss this topic, may we be ved t
- Before we dismiss this topic, may o owecite
ing - your Lordship’s inspection a succinct view of
iing under your Lordship’s inspec - su view o
Efae (?apital and interests concerned in the Indian and lellla
: e port of lon. '
rade from the port of Lond ' »
‘ "There are about fourtcen hundred commanders and
officers belonging to the ships of thi East-;llg:atiCOmg)x?;jy'
0 ; 7 b t eig housand ).
1 5 ‘ ay be about eig 2
(besides the seamen, who may he Lousand).
rades age the supply of the Company
'he trade:men engaged in ply of
;Ih‘ai ing in the river Thames are about ;\welve thousznd,
andp ‘Zhéblabourers employed in their warehouses are a ogt
three thousand. All these, with their famzhes. and depen (;
ants, making an aggregate of upwards of thirty thousat;)
m‘s’ons, wo(xld_,by the removal of the Indian trade from the
pm‘t of London, be generally reduced to great dl?.trgss,
snd many of them become burthensame to their paris ti:f
The capital now employed in the Indian trade may be
moderately computed as.foilows. .
The Company’s capital stock of £6,000,000, \
-at the price at which many Proprietors

' I -~ - -s£10,800,000

_p\}rchgtsed, will amount Eow - - -£ 1:000:000

Capital in warehouses A vesso
Capital in ships - - v

-7 400,000
Gapital in docks - - - I:- o 400y )
Capital of individuals in the metropolis may

_be moderately estimated at - - - 5,000.,99(? ]

821,000,000

' The teade in which this large capital is employed pro--

duges, as. we have had ocecasion repeate,dly: to;hobs??g;
ap annual revenne to Government of more than fou

millions sterling 5 and the net saving: to ‘GOYQ@@?Y‘I"{;‘
from the present mode -of collecting the dutxes, may,
vé‘év’concéi&é, be fairly estimated at #£150,000 per-annum.

v.means of direct and ‘indirect tagation, the capital
By..means of direct and ‘ind Katlom, itself,

prize, that 'His Majesty’s Minis

consequences ruinows to the ()
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itself, and the profits upon it, yielda farther sum of Jarga
amount to (overnment ; but the productiveness of the
capital, in this respect, depends wholly u pon. the solidity
of the basis on which it rests,

. These, my.Lord, are the sentiments and observitions

.yv‘hich,_we are directed to communicate to your Lordship,
The ‘reﬂe.cvti,onkupon them has, we trust, been mature, -
though the expression of them, in the shortest tima
allowed for the preparation of this letter, may require
indulgence, . But we. are further‘specia]ly directed to

add, that this is a concern. of too great moment for the

Court to trust to its o or to act'on its own

wn ' judgment,
erefore summoned 2

,'jr‘esppnsibility; the Directors have th
General Court of Proprietors to meet. on Friday next,

when the correspondence with your Lordship, including
this letter, will be laid before them for their consideration,
We have the honor to be, my Lord, . i
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servants, -
' (Signed) Huen IncLris, . i
. RoBERT THoRNTON,

Jacos Bosanaquer,
W. F. ErruinsTone,
Epwarp Parry,
CHARLES GrANT,

GEORGE SMmITH,
WiLLiam Asterns

-The Rt. Hon, the Earl of Buckinghamshire,
&e. &e. &e. T .

_ b .
1t @ GENErAL CourT of ‘the United Company of Mer-
chants of England trading to the East-IND1Es, held on-

Tuesday, the 5th May, 1812,
Resolved Unanimously,
~That this Court has learnt with deep concern and sur-
ters have been induced to
t entertained of the propriety of
London the returns of the Trade.
tted to all British su bjects,~—That
measure g the OQutports to vessels of alf
descriptiops from India, comprehending in that term the.
Fastern Is ands, appears. to this, Court to be fraught with:

change thie yiew they firs
confining to the Port of

to India, now to be permi
the measure of openin

Aompany, and all the long train
N ' of
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_of: ibterests.connected with it3 ‘:byarémfs\fiﬂo‘ffom“' thePort
- of -London the greaterpart of- the Indidn

Trade, which it

has hitherto enjoyed s by rendering: nseless m‘apyfoi-’-- the
~extensive establisirments formed there for the Merchandize

,and Shipping of :that trade; and throwing out ‘of bread
_ypany thousands-of persons whomnow dérive constant em-
“ployment from:it{ by detanging-the. practice and frus-
trating the end:of stated Public Sales-which are useful and
‘important both tothe Coumtry-and:the Company, who are
_neeessarily restricted : to - thispractice birt, above all,

-by affording facilities for the: Smuggling of Teas into the

“Ports and Harbours of>England;-8cotland, and ‘Ireland,

_to.an-extent unlimited,s and-asthig Court apprehend, un-
- controlable—"Fhat the-consequences of: this “must be: the
destruction of the" Company’s ';‘Chinav;;f‘Trﬁdg; ‘ﬂ?i:gl‘tj ?bq_gst
source-of commercial profit ; thie failure-ef their Dividend,
-the depreciation of-their Stock, and“'an'léss‘.a"fm-xd is pro-
" vided from someiother source: for-the' paymerit'of the Di-
.vidend, inability on:their: part to-continue to ,pprforrm; the
functions assigned to them in the Government of British
- India.—That if the constitution by which the Indian Bm-
_pire is now administered should thiis be subverted;the ex-
. cellent system of: €ivil and Military Se»fvxc‘i?"-fgrrqfsdf gndeﬁ
the Company, and maintainable only by stch "‘flb.?dy’f,w.‘ .
be broken:down, the'tranquillity and “happiness’ ﬁ:the
_vast population which that Empire cortains 7‘:@?13» Anterests
 of this Country in' Asia, and-its Constitation atthome,”
. be imminently endangered.: T2 o T 0
.- Fhat the professed.objéet-for which the Qrgpp_:?je& farg:
" are to be made, and such immense Sacrificés ha! ?f_t;’g(ffi,
namely, the Increase:of the Commexce(}f'tlm ngd m,
“cannot be inany great- degree atraiticd ;- theve being no
" practicability - of -extending: ‘materiatty theuse( df
‘Manufactures among the Indian * people,~the W-.ttz)pﬁ‘gge
-allotted by - the Company, oraﬂ‘o,ﬁed b »Indra:"q_mS?l?s
-in-the ma:nagerr])ent of -individu'izelys;;‘vfy}‘s%  ‘experts;Taot
- having-been fully oceupied-; neither”does 1t appearpra
ticable largely stz:'i a{igxgéﬂ ‘the importation” d’f‘w})x@ﬁt_@_}i{lc‘
commodities from thence ; of all which the E}ﬁat{l_pl@"*ﬂf
;the ‘American 'rade to the Eastiva f)i’ﬁof,‘JBﬁtlSh?{l*anu‘
factures, which they’ could ea‘siijﬁgfay‘é‘pfdgured ; Making
*no part of ity -nor'their-feturng exhibititig any new _grg«c_%;:s
. of importanse.—That therefore the”Frade now éifjoyed by

.the Company and individuals will be the only certain tracic;

- functions. This Court, therefore,

. ner in which they
- them to persevere in the Negociati

- Ministers upon the same princip

1;}}@ National Interest, which a
bility. ' ‘
be given to Randle Jackson
ﬂl)(f h 1

~and industry he has on vari
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to whichnew adventurers can  have r ; and thi
will be no addition to the Commerce :f tl?ec %l:)rljﬁt,ryﬁ%?itg:;f
lya g-,reinster from one;set.of hands to another ; so:tl;at Oid
Es.tajbh.sh_ments»wﬂl be subvexted, without substiwti‘n’ any
thing equally.good in their place ;- and:to all appeaillcz
with great dettiment to.the Nation, ‘particularly in the
Defa}cat1,0n~-of -8 large-part. of the . Duties mow collected
on Tea, to the amoyng of Fou Millions:sterling. per an-
nﬁzm 3 fgr._all-wh_wh,el),qtalcatinm :Whether one, or two, of
EI‘ }ree mlHnons, New: Taxes:must be Jaid on the peoplé'-.-:'—
1 1at the Cause of.the Compuany has been deeply injured
by prejudice, ignorance} edroneous assumptions, and of
h’;tgbycxtenswe;,combﬁina;tions;,.; and by unfair rt’epreser?-
tation, canvas, and. intimidation—in all which the merits
and rights of the Company, the Political Interests of
British India, and of this Country as connected: wi?h
them, .hgve_begn left out of sight, and the .single., object
;i;;hel tl.then.slon;of Commerce, an object too o‘nlj] f)f
speculation, in oppositi experience, i
Yernif}gpri,r’lciple.p pQ‘lth‘l‘l _to‘ past ékl..)? nence, ls‘the.‘g9-
) .Thns Court, hoWev:rr‘ c,fpnﬁdentlyhope, that Pérliameht
‘ ate of the:Company ; rese
tations and t_iemapds of private integeSt)sT: ?)r:x;h:;)miessltes;g&
comprehwsn,vg views of ,Na;t,ional,?oliqy ; and the Cou
_must also ,bel;eve‘tha_t His Majesty’s Ministers are tog -
lightened and equitable finally to adoptany measure ca]ﬁn‘
Jated to destroy the commercial profits of the Com anu’_
and thereby to disable them from performing: theirpoﬁticii

entirely ~appraving,
ctors have shewn in
torest of h:‘Company, and of the man-
_ -lave, 1n the papers now produced

them, defended” those interests, doth recolﬁmend it 20
on with His Majesty’s
les; assured of the de-
ort them to the utmost
e of the Company and
re involved in their sta-

i 'bo_t;.h;_o,f: ; t_he‘ firmness which their Dire
maintaining the interest of t

‘termination of this Court to supp
In maintaining the permanenc

Resolved Unanimously, Tllligt the thanks of this Court
son, Ksq. -for his very [ami
excellent speech: this day ; for the great z}eal:m::;)lzﬁgs

Ous occasions, and particularly
. on
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on this, displayed for the honor and advantage of this
Company.

Resolved Unanimously, That the warmest thanks of
this Generai Court beoffered to the Chairman, Deputy
Chairman, and “Court of Directors of this Company,
for their very able conduct in the Negociation with Go-
vernment for the Renewal of ‘the ‘Charter ; alike enncmg
the most luminous ideas of the best Interests of this Com-~
pany, and their most honorable conduct in the manages
mient of so important a concern.

(Signed) WILLIAM Rawmsavy,
R s Secrelaryq

'

. zx nied h) Cox and Baylis, No. 75,. Great Qucen Sugety’
L me,oln s-inn-¥ .clds._, s




