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"The C A S E

., —YHE poor inhabitants of Lancafhire and part of Derbythire
‘ g - and Chethire, in a great meafuie depend upon Spinning and
preparing Cotton Wool from the ftate in which it comes from
- abroad, to be fit for the Weaver’s ufe. This is the only employment
- whereby many thoufands of families fubfift, as in this part of the
- kingdom: alone the Cotton.branch is carried on.” The Cotton from its
. firft being in its raw ftate, as received from the Weft-Indies, till cem-
“pleated for the Weaver, goes through feven preparative ftages, call-
; ed Carding, Roving, Spinning, Doubling, Twifting, Winding, and
* Reeling, all of which were done by the hand labor of the cotton
; {pinners of the faid counties, whofe wives and children were employed
in their refpeétive houfes in fome of the feveral branches, fo that it
- ¢ame out of their hands finithed ready for the loom.
By labor being thus diftributed into the hands of the poor at large,
it being of fuch kind- as their wives ~and children though
~ young, could affift them-in thus manufaGturing the: Cotton, and there
“being a fufficiency of employment, every induftrious manufaGurer was
- able therefore to maintain comfortably his family and dependants. 1n
. thefe times poor’s rates were very trifling, becaufe no one had eccafion
+ to apply to the parifh, if they could work: - - -
About ten jears ago inventions were found out-te make large Mae
- chines turned by water, or horfes, whereby the feven preparations
" through which the Cotton went were effeCted, in fuch immenie quan-
. tities, in fo thort a time, and with the affiftance of fo few hands, and
thofe children only, with the help of an bverlooker, that it has pro-
dhiced the moft alarming confequences.
The proprietors of thefe Machines finding their private emoluments
. to be exceflively great, applied to His Madjefty, and undér the fpecious

pretence of new and benefi¢ial inventions for the Preparing and Spin- -

 ning of Cotton, which would tend to the advancement of trade
. and good of the laborious community, obtained five or more feveral
~patents, for the fole and exclufive right of Spinning on thefe new
inventéd Machines. - Being-able, therefore, to under work the reft of
- the tradefmen in the Cotton branch, who had ne fhare in thefe
. Patents, the proprietors, to the eflential detriment of the laborious
‘community, have. of late years ereCted divers of thefe Machines, to-
' the number of fifteen or twenty, in the feveral counties of Lancafhire,
... Derbythire, Yorkfhire, Nottinghamfhire, Denbighfhire. and Chefhire,
! one .of which alone contains three hundred windews and upwards,
-~ and have: fold ‘them, when ereted, to divers dealers in Cotton, at
- ther rate - of ,7000L for every 1000 {pindles, giving proper fecurity not
. ‘'to {fue the purchafers, by reafon of that exclufive right which vefted
- sin the proprietors, by virtue of the patent for the enjoyment of them.
. = Thefe Machines at the time of their firft eretion were not fo detri-
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-forming all thefe in one Machine at once,

~ fince the years

. ¢ 3 ) , o
was then built, énd_,trad;a at that time every day increafing, and thej
O -xportations very large. |
Coﬁtuotnﬁ;igc the year 13’74 §u'r exportations having very conﬁderablyf"'
abated, and the demands in the Cotton branch not being half fo greaty
together with the rapid increafe of the number of thefe Ma»chme%,';
which require fo few hands,, and thofe only cl‘tlldr(_an, with the aflift-;
ance of an overlooker, as above fta't'e‘(], and performing upon a de,_ea‘é
rate calculation, with the attention of a child, as much work: as}
would, and did upon an average, employ tem grown up perfons : ar}d;;
the other Cotton dealers, who had no fhare in thefe Patents, .nor in
the divers ere&tions made by the patentees, having found out En gtne?gj
for Carding by water, horfes, or hand, which, with the labor and{calg
of one or two perfons, will perform as much work as Yvoui;d:havc?
employed and provided })read ,fo«r.exgh@ or twelve»; and 'alfo othex‘-
inventions, to wit, Jennies for Spinning with one hqnd.rec} or two,
hundred {pindles, or more, going all at once, and requiring but
one perfon to manage them: (one of which {pindles ‘was thd
old and ufual inftrament by which every poor woman obtained her
bread) and likewife Doubling, Twifting. .an'd‘YVl’ndmg‘ M“],l*srl?e,r‘;‘
‘with the care of one perfon,)
and even that a child, which would have employed and found fubﬁﬁence?
for eight or ten grown up pe,_ople:.at_}d thefe Engines (Mills or Ma-
chines) not being under the defeription of the Patent Machines for
Carding, Roving, -Spinning, &c. and therefore velting no right in t_hei
patentees to fue the ereCtors for damages, has {:aufed them to 1An.c‘rcafg‘_
with fuch rapidity, that many are now built in every town, \'Jxlagc,;
and hamlet in. Lancathire, and the circum{cribing counties. The
poor manufacturer, his labor, the fource of 'his f\}pjzort, be_mgythug;
monopolized and taken away, has been ‘thereby deprived of thﬁ. veryl
means of providing a living for himfelf and family, and theretore
of confequence has endured. all the ftimulating pangs of wang .'@11';!i
m%ﬁgf (ti}?iesisi.s the cafe, appears from very recent facts; for out of: the
county of Lancafter itfelt, have been railed for his Majefty’s fc‘xvzlc'e,:
within thefe three years, befides the Militia, not lefs than four .?Qp
fand men, svho being able no longer to endure the want qldthg
neceffaries of life, and the remedilefs cries of their wives and ch;_dr{:)nj
(whofe province the Spinning bufinefs prm‘c}pa}ly‘w\'as). occzéﬁcé?e . );
the monopoly of their labor, th’ro}lgh the: }1nlye(fal intro llflOfl dof
t¢hefe Machines and Engines, added to the great decline of trade,
chofe rather to enlift for foldiers or marines, than to tollow any 111101f;
mode of living ; the confequence of which has been, that the numerous
poor forfaken wives, children,

and aged parents of fuch men, who
have enlifted, were obliged to apply to the parith, . "fl‘f“,(:h gbt{gdg&}pea‘!
that itis a ceftain truth the poot’s rates “have rifen fo e’*ce‘ﬁ%%
‘1773 and 1774,

it which period _thefe ‘Ml
chines and different Engines began to multiply fo exceedingly, that-in
Wefthoughton,

a very extenfive Hamlet in the centrical p‘érvt., of Lanag

cathire, the aflefiments. for the relief of the poor, f_o; the” year 1,779,‘
were nine fhillings in the pound. o0

The refidue of the poor manufadturers who remained gtﬁh_o;lr‘l_e_,d;xj

languithing expetation that times might p@rhaps‘rt{end,-:md:g e’h'eﬁ}
mands in the Cotton manufafture be as great as fo;mervly,v and ‘t. c
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they would be able to fatisf ‘the neceflities of their families, but bel
difappointed in- thefe theiryexpe&ations, by feeing’ attlntllI::iS; vtc):?t Szmg
thefe Machines and Engines ereted, the great caufe of their Za]'um'S
- tous fituation, and the number of them daily multiplying Whereb‘vl'“li
their future hopes of a fubfiftence, fhould trade again revive were c":u:
off, and not being able any longer to endure the wants of nature i
themfelves and families, which before the erection of thefe Maching
and Engines were competently fupplied; in a fit of defperation, f::

veral thoufands of thefe indigent fufferers, about September laft, rofe -

throughout a great part of Lancafhire, and in the cour

days pulled down and broke in pieces feveral hundreds oflgia 8far?liflew
Doubling, and Twifting Engines and large Jennies ;. and bein irx%?
tated and enraged by the affiftants ‘of the owners of the Paterigt Ma.
chines fhooting one, and wounding many others of their ‘fello“;

{ufferers, 1both men and women ; they unhappily fet fire to and burnt

down one of the large Patent Machines. In confequence of which

event, befides thofe killed and wounded, there has been upwards of -

fifty men and women fent.to Lancafter Goal, and feveral taken up
3 * )

tl}elr l}ouf?s 'bwk{: open at midnight, and hurried ‘away on board *
his Majefty’s tenders, without a legal trial or being heard in vindication

of themfelves, and éven from places to which the king’s pr ]
tion did not extend, leaving their: deftitute and’ e'xafgeralt)é?ldv;:'ril\]rz;
and offspring expofed to poverty and mifery. s I ‘
- The truth of the circumftances and fadts of this cafe, can, and
if neceflity fhall require, will be well attefted by the affidavits of
feveral 'Pcrfor_ls ‘of good chara&er and ref)utétion. ' o o

And in as much as it i, or ought to be tlie object of every upright

government, the univerfal welfare and happinefs: of the fubjet, and 3

not by a partial diftribution of propeity or labor, to feclude the refidue -

of the fubjets from an opportunity of fubfifterice; and as it is fup-
pofed that no Patent for the fole enjoyment or ufe’ of ‘any . parti‘culgr
art ot inventjon js granted, but upon condition, . *¢ that it is not detri-
mental to the fubjecls in general, intercfled in that art or bufinefs wwhich the
Patent excreifes its injipence upon 5 it is therefore ftrongly to.be ho ed,
that ‘the Legiflature will 4t this time interfere, and either b'y‘ﬁlfpem}ﬂ)in02r
the exercife and ufe of thefe Machines and Engines, or{o far reftrain the
ufe of them, by layinga tax upon the produce of fome, and thé tools and
inftruments of the others, as thereby to give liberty to the poor labo-
rious manufafturer to ‘earn his bread, by being “able to’ compleat
the Cotton upon-the fame or nearly the fame terms as the Machines
and Eng_n}es_ thus encumbered with a duty ‘can. A R v
- And it is much to be feared, that if ‘the Legiflature doth not inter-
pofe, confequences of the moft deftruétive and difagreeable nature will

unavoidably follow : for either they will, when driven by neceffity and

the cries.of hunger, and being able to hold out no longer, defperately
repeat their former actions, and rife up in lzirge'bodie'sz?," and burn and
demolifh, as they have done before, thofe monopolizing erctions, the
fad caufes of their diftrefs : or, if this fhould not be the cafe they will
diftrefledly emigrate’ in large numbers into Ireland, to whieh t'he)y aré
{o near, whereby this country will lofe its ‘moft induftrious and beft
y?}anpfa&;;r_e(s, -and underftanding their bufinefs, Ireland will then be
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- Cottan productions.

But this objetion carries

able to vie with, if not excel us, in the beauty and goodnefs of its.
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The - Legiflature is therefore. humbly addrefled to take this matter !
into their ferious confideration, and either to fugprefs or to sax thefe
Machines and Engines, as in their wifdom and difcretion it fhall feem -
beft. - . E o .

" The obje&ions that are made (but be it underftood it is by the pro;
rietors of thefe Machines and Engines themfelves) againft'a fuppref--
fion or taxation of thefe deftrutive inftruments, are, rft, ¢ ‘That
thereby the ingenuity of artificers in time to come will be reftrained
in itfelf its own confutation ; for no wife
government ever ought, or will encourage fuch unparallelled inven-
tions,. as deprive the induftrious poor of whole counties of their bread, |
and drives them through waunt and hunger, either lawlefsly to rife upi
in riots to burn and deftroy them, or to emigrate. by thoufands from '
their native home. : S o -
" 2dly: ¢ That thefe Machines ‘and Engines are at this time the fole .
caufe of retaining the relics of the trade we now have.” That this
is' mot true is evident, for if thefe innovaticns were totally fup-"
prefled (as’in common humanity they ought) the induftrious poor would !

be able to manufacture the Cotton, with hand labor in the old manner, '
and with Jennies of twenty-four Spindles, none of which ought ever
to exceed that number, and as the price is not great, every Spinner‘%
can purchafe, that it might be fold -at as cheap a rate,  as the|
ofrners have fold that worked on the Machine, LT
And from hence a confequence flows, which the proprietors them-'
felves cannot deny, that the labor, upon avery low computation and |
average of nine out of every ten of the poor Spinvers, has come into |
their pockets ; thefe ‘Machines and Engines not requiring the attend- |
ance of one perfon in ten, and that a child, while they perform that;
- work which would have émployed, and provided a living for ten grown.
up perfons at leaft : Noris the community at large any ways benefited
by the introduciion of thefe new inventions, for confidering the great
inferiority in point of wear, owing to the grain of the wool, worked
‘on the Machines, being cut to pieces in the carding ; the goods,
made of Cotton carded by hand, ‘more than makes up for a fmall
difference in the price to the purchafer, by their longer dura-'
tion. - : S ' .
" And this it is which accounts for the immenfe fums they have gained;
" one of whom, within the fmall {pace of ten years, from being,a poor,
man not worth£¢. now keeps his carriage and fervants, is become-
Lord of a Manor, and has purchafed an eftate of £20,000; while
thoufands of women, when they can get work, muft make a long,
day to card, fpin, and ree) so4o yards of cotton, and for this they have
ﬁm'-pence or ﬁ»‘umj‘e’ﬂce and no more. : . o ' ‘
gdly. ¢¢ That the Patent Machines are a benefit to the commus-,
nity, and no difadvantage to the laborious poor, becaufe they .are
only employed in making Cotton Twift for the Ground (Warp or:
Chain)- for” Striped Cottons, ufually called Callicoes, which ground,
before the invention of thefe New Inftruments, was Linen, and ma~
pufaed in and received from-freland and Germany.”——But we beg
leave to obferve, that the operarion of thefe Macliines is not con-

i
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{6) .
fined to thefe Callicoes only, for they now univerfally make the
ground for Dimmities, Quilted and Flowered Petticoats, and Cotton
Hofe, which heretofore was-a very extenfive branch of the laborers
.bufinefs, and ufed to have employed many thoufands of thefe un-
kappy {ufferers.——-Aund be it further known, That the Cotton ground

i
|
i

of thefe very Callicoes, can now be wrought by the hand labor of

thefe’ poor .men and - women, at as cheap a rate,.and much more
‘durable than thefe Patent Machines now do. And.therefore, this
objettion, like the others, is entirely removed. _
 The fourth and laft objeCtion is, ¢¢ That if the Legiflature was
to prevent the exercife of.thefe Machines and Engines in this king-
dom, it would tend to eftablifh them in foreign countries, which
would, be highly detrimental to the trade of this country ”—
In anfwer to this objeétion, let it be obferved, that the fuperior cha-
rater which Lancathire Cotton Manufactures have gained in foreign
couptries, has not been owing to the {pinning of the Cotton in the
teaft. It is well known thar Lancafhire is poflefled of -the able
Weaver, the curious Cutter, the compleat Dyer and Dreffer, and
the ingenious Finifher, (Bleacher, and Printer,) whofe abilities in
the feveral branches of their profeflion, never were . equalled by
any other country in Europe; and therefore, to bring a Velvet,
Velveret, &c. to the fummit of beauty, (which only has recommend-
ed our manufactures in preference to all others) yet remains the
provicce of Lancafhire alone.” To whatever place, thercfore, the
Machine may be carried abroad, (though by the bye {fuch traniport-
-ations are prohibited by our laws under the fevereft penalties) they
muft procure all thefe fevera! artifts, in the fame perfection, or
what availeth Spinning for the warp and that onlyf=———But if it
fhould be thought .moft conducive to the interefts of government,
not to fupprefs, but only to lay fuch a tax upon the produce of fome
of thefe Machines, and Utenfils of the others, as thereby to give an
opportunity to the laboring Manufacturers of getting their bread ; the
proprietors will, upon this plan, yet reap large profits from the pro-
duce of their Inftruments, fo that, on thefe feveral grounds, there furely
san be no real caufe for this objection. .

This Cafe, therefore, . clearly refolves itfelf into two points ;—
‘Whether the proprietors of thefe Machines and Engines fhall ftill
exclufively confinue to reap the enormous profits they have done
thefe ten years paft, {o as thereby to exclude the moft numerous
and laborious part of the inhabitants of Lancafhire, and part of
the adjoining counties, from an opportunity of getting their bread;

——

and caufe them to flee by thoufands into Ireland, upon which the. =

other  artifts employed in finithing, &c. will motft certainly follow:
‘Or whether they ought not to be fo far taxed, as to put it in the
‘power of thefe poor men and women to earn their living, by being
able to manufacture the Cotton on as low, or nearly the fame
zerms, as the proprietors, paying a moderate duty, can, which will yet
‘yicld a very ample and {ufficient gain to thofe concerned in this
monopoly, For the plan of which tax, fee the following pages.

_—

| %

‘the extenfive and moft amazing profits,

7
EF the Legiﬂai,ture fhould think it beft not to fupprefs, but. to:

'
I

tax thefe Machines and Engines, the following {cheme of tax-!
ation is, with great deference, fubmitted to their judgment, by
one who, from a child, has been regularly brought up in all the!
branches of the Cotton bufinefs,. and is accurately acquainted with]
' accruing to the proprietors!

\ i
t
i

of thefe Machines and Engines. _ |

1ft. With refped to the Patent or c>Fl1e1"Mé¢11ines,‘?
goin'g' by‘wa'ter, horfes, or otherwlays, which C'ud,!
Royvev7 Spin, Double, Twift, and Reel, or ‘Wind; or|
which Card, Rove, ~and Spin; or which perforny,
any two of the three firft, with any of the fubfequent
operations ; or which Card and Spin, or Rove and Spin ;E
Hand Inftruments, which only Card, or Rove,  eor

Spin, or Dou‘b_lc -and Twift, or Double or Twiff

. excepted. - . s f
 All Hanks compofed of two threads doubled or twifted :
‘together, under eight Hanks and eight inclufive, in the
pound, every thread of which fhall be fitty-four inches = ¢
long, eighty double threads in one Lea; and every Hank i

_eontain feven Leas, under the penalty of Twenty Shil- . ;
lings each Hank, to pay per Hank =~ ' '

| — ©01f
From ecight to twelve Flanks in the pound, to confain

the fame length and number of double. threads in each

Lea, and number of Leas in each Hank, as aforefaid, -

under the penalty aforefaid, to pay per Hank — o iZ

From twelve to fixteen Hanks in the pound, to contain
the fame length”and number of double threads in each
Lea, and number of Leas in each Hank, -as aforefaid,
under-the penalty aforefaid, to pay per HHank . =~ — ¢

Kot SV . > NSRRI £ o
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- From fixteen to twenty Tlanks and upwards i the :

- pound; to contain ‘the fame length and number of dou-
ble threads”in each Lea, and nuniber of. Leasin edch 3
Hank, as aforefaid, under the penalty aforefaid, to pay !
per Hank - —_ T e

— Qo 2

N T

" All Hanks of fingle thread under fixteen Hanks, and ‘
: and fixteen inclufive, in the pound, every thréad of which !
« * fhall be fifty-four inches long, eighty fingle threads in =
each Lea, and every Hank-contain {even Leas, under the

penalty of Ten-Shillings per Hank, to,pay per Hank "
" From fixteen- to twenty-four Hanks in the pound, to ;
coritain the fame length and number of fingle threads in !
each Lea and number of Leas in each&#ank as aforefaid, i
“under the penalty aforefaid, to pay per-Hank: — o 3
s ) - . . g
From twenty-four to thirty-two Hanks in the pound, - -
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. - i each Lea; and number of Leas in each Hank; as afore. -
7 faid, under the penalty aforefaid, to pay per Hank ~ — o1

From thirty-two to forty Hanks and upwards in the
~pound, to contain the fame length and number of fingle
“threads in each Lea, and iiumber of Leas in each Hank,
as. aforcfaid, under the penalty aforefaid, to pay per -

i

ES

S dndin mdey to. prevent the proprietors of thefe or other Machines and

- Engines evading. this' A%, by carrying their Inflvuments dver into Ircland; |

- Holland, Germany, France, or any. other forsr'gn‘ partsy dnd preparing the
Cotton fit for the Weaver, and fending it to their correlpondents, agents, or

| partnersyig Great Britain, free from the duty; all Cotion received from

abroad,

any-of - the abovesmentioned fiven preparative Slages, to be rated aty and

" Jiable 1o, and pay the above-mentioned  duties and pcnaltiesi

2d. As to thofe Machines (or Engiri‘es) Pafent and

others, which Double, Twift," and Wind ; * or which-

only Double and Twift, or Twift and‘Wind, or Twif,
i turhed by "Water,‘ horfes, or otherways, Hand Inftru¢
“ments excepted. ‘ '

All Hanks, of any number in the. pound, every
_thread of which fhall be fifty-four inches long, and
_after the rate of eighty fingle threads in each Lea, and
“every Hank contain feven Leas, under the penalty of -

Ten Shillings per Hank, to pay per Hank =l o 0o}

3d. As to thofe Machines and Engines which Card, or
~ Card and Rove, going by water, horfes, or otherways,
‘Hand Inftruments excepted.

- For every pair of Cards twelve inches long and four

inches broad in the wire, or under thefe dimenfions,
" to twenty pair and twenty inclufive, in one Machine or
Engine, to pay per pair, per week —_ L= 0 4

For every Spindle, or Roving Tool, in the Carding
and Roving Machine or Engine, not exceeding twelve.
Spindles or Roving Tools, to pay for each Spindle or
Roving Tool, (over and above the duty for the Card-.
ing Machine or Engine) per week. ~ — . = 0 3

, Fromtwelve, and not exceeding twenty-four Spin--
dles or Roving Tools, to pay for each Spindle or Rov-.
_4ng Tool, not exceeding that number (over and above
the Carding duty aforefaid) per week =~ —  — 0 6

© * That any perf®h or perfons who fhall ufe or exercife-
~any ‘Machine or!Engine, going by water, horfes, or
otherways, Hand Inftruments excepted, containing
Cmare than twentv nair .aof Carde.. of the dimenfions. ... ..~

in any other flate than in ifs raw condition, if it bas goné through

. aforefaid, to. pay for every fuch pair exceeding twenty,

{pindle or roving tool exceeding that number, per week ¥ o

forty fpindles, and not exceeding fifty, to pay per week - 3 Qj

- {pindles, and not exceeding fixty, to'pay, per week 5o

fixty fpindles, to pay for each fpindle, per week - .. 1.0

)

aforefaid, and twenty-four Spindles or Roving Tools,
in fuch of the Carding Machines or Engines, which
alfo rove, to pay for every pairof fuch Cards, perweek . o 8

And for every fuch Spindle or Roving Tool, per week 1 o

* For every Carding Enginé tuined by hand, the cards
therein to be of the dimenfions aforefaid, not exceeding
twenty pair in fuch Engine, to pay' for ‘the fame per

week —_ = _ 2 o
. That any perfon or perfons who fhall, ufe or exercife

any Hand Carding Engine, which™ containetii more

than twenty pair of cards of the dimenfions aforefaid,

to pay for every.fuch pair-per week - B T S < S

‘And if any perfon or perfons fhall ufe or exercifé two | )

"Hand Carding Engines, turned at the {fame time and

by one perfon only, containing in fuch Engines above :
twenty pair of cards in the whole, of the dimenfions . |

T
, O 4 |

That no perfon or perfons fhall ufe or exercife any;
Carding Engine or Machine whatfoever, the wire on fuch cards

per week —m — —_—

being more than twelve inches long and four inches broad,

under the penalty of Fifty Pounds,

N 4th. As to thofe Inﬁrumcnté which rove; or {pin’; or|
 double and twift; or double, or twift; or double, twitt,

and wind or reet by hand,

For every hand Roving Inftrument, which containeth
more than twelve {pindles or roving tools, and not ex-
ceeding twenty-four, to pay for each {pindle or tool,
per week e — -_— 0 g !

For every fuch Roving Inftrument, containing more o
than twenty-four {pindles or tools, to pay for every o

For every Hand Spinning Inftrument, which con-
taineth more than twenty-four fpindles, and doth not \
exceed 30, to pay per week —_ — o 6

For every fuch inftrument, containing more than |
thirty fpindles, and not exceeding forty, to pay, per - |
week e — : :

For every fuch inftrument, containing more than
Tor every fuch inftrument, containing more than fifty =~

For every fuch inftrument, containing more than

et eeem .t e e e e
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-For every Doubling and Twifting; or Doubling; or
Twifting Hand Inftrument, which  containeth more
than twenty-four {pindles, and doth not exceed thirty, |
to pay per week L e ) Q

(3]

For every fuch inftrument, containing more than
thirty, and not exceeding forty. {pindles, to pay per
week ’ —— 4 a

. For every fuch inftrument, containing more than
forty fpindles, to pay for each {pindle, per week — 1 o

~ For every Hand Doubﬁng,. Twifting and Winding‘
or Reeling . Infirnment, containing  no more than
twelve fpindles, to pay for each fpindle per week — o 2

"For every Hand Doubling, Twitting, and Winding

or Reeling Inftrument, containing more than twelve, -

and not exceeding twenty-four {pindles, to pay for each
fpindle, per week L em— e 0 4

- For every f\lch_ItlﬁrumcL;t, containing more tha‘n"
twenty-four {pindles, to pay for fuch fpindle, perweek 1 o

* " Provided, that nothing  in this a& fhall extend or be cpnftrued
" to reftrain any laborer from ufing a pair or pairs of cards fixed upon'g
" ftock to work with the hand above Twelye inches long and Four inches
~ broad in the wire ; -or  from making ufe of a fingle pair of hand cards
‘containing above the demenfions aforefaid in the wire. .

- Provided, thatif any perfon or perfons fhall ufe or exercife two ormore |
+ Inftruments, for the purpofe of doubling and twifting, or doubling or |-
© twifting only, turmed at the fame time, and by one perfon, containing |-
* more than twenty-four {pindles in the whole; or two or more Hand |-
 Doubling,” Twifting and Winding, or Reeling Inftrumeats, turned | ;

- at the fame time, and by ‘one perfon, “containing above twelve

- dpindles in the whole; or two or more Hand Roving or Spinning In- |

~dtruments, turned at the fame time by one perfon, exceeding twelve
. Ipindles or roving tools in the whole in fuch Roving Inftruments ; ot
- twenty-four in all in fuch Spioning Inftruments; in fuch cafe they

- fhall be confidered ag. only one inftrument, and pay for the fame ac- |

. cording to the number of all the fpindles contained in fuch inftrus
' iments, BT : : B

 Provided, that if any.perfon fhall ufe or exercife by himfelf, his fa-
-anily or fervants, any number of Hand Roving, or Spinging; or p:

 Doubling; or Twitting} or Doubling and Twifting, or Doubling, Twift-

" ing, and Winding Inftruments, which contain in the whole in fuch |

Jaftruments above the {pindles following ;™ to wit, twenty-four roving

. fpindles or tools, fixty .{pinning {pindles,. forty doubling or:twifting |

' {pindles, twenty-four doubling, twifting and winding ' {pindles, in fuch
- cafe . all “fuch inftruments, exceeding the refpective number aforefaid,
{ {hall'be confidered as only one inftrument, and fubje& and liable to the
' duties and penalties aforefaid. And that this claufe {hall be liberally
. conftrued, in .order to prevent as much as poffible a'monopoly, by

i effetually hindering the beneficial purpofes intended by this A&, which .
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perfons having large fatories or hundreds of  thefe Roving, Spinning,
Doubling, and Twifting Inftruments, in one building, and thereby
is to caufe a general diftribution of labor. : ; ST

Provided alfo, That if any perfon or family fhall ufe.or exercife two |
or more Hand Roving Inftruments; containing in the whole more than |
twelve Spindles or ‘Tools, fuch Inftruments fhall be rated as one only, |
and pay the duty for the fame accordingly. The reafon of this par-!
ticular claufe is; that by the manufaéturer being permitted to have no,
more than twelve of thefe Roving Spindles duty free, the poor old women |
who can only Rove; and that but upon one Spindle, and not on thefe.
Jennies, may not be cntirely deprived of this employment, of which!
they are only capable. o , , ‘ o

That if any perfon or perfons thall ufe or exercife aﬁy Hand |
Spinning Inftrument for the purpofe of rovizg the Cotton with above !
twelve Spindles, or of dvubling and twifling, or doubling or twifling two
threads together on the fame with above twenty-four Spindles, in.;
fuch cafe it fhall be confidered as two or three diftin& inftruments, !
according to the number of the abovementioned operations it per-!
forms, or fuch inftrument is appropriated to, and be fubject and,
liable to the fame duties as the before-mentioned Roving ; or Dou-|

i.bling, and Twifting; or Doubling; or Twifting Inftruments are. |

That no perfon or perfons whatfoever fhall ufe or exercife anyé
Hand-winding Inftruments, which containeth more than two bob-y
bins or Spindles, under the penalty of Twenty Pounds for each%
Inftrument. _ : B Sy
Provided alfo, that if any. perfon or perfons fhall ufe or exercife any,
Inftrument or Inftruments, turned by the hand, which at one and the
fame time card and rove, or card and {pin, or card and double, or
card and twift; or any Inftrument or Inftruments, turned by the|
hand, which at one and the fame time. rove and {pin, or rove and
double, or rove and twift; or any Infirument or Inftruments, turned
by.the hand, which at one and the fame time {pin and double, or {pin
aud twift; fuch Inftrument or Inftruments fhall be confidered in the
fame light as the Patent Machines for carding, roving, and {pinning,:
and pay duty for the fame according to’ the quantity of the produce!
thereof, after the fame rates as the Patent Machines. IR
.. Now with refpeét to the mode of colleéting the feveral duties before!
‘propofed and mentioned. o - S
; Firft, as to thofé machines upon the produce whereof the duty is ta
elaide - - ‘ N o
That there be proper perfons appointed by the Legiflature, fkilled

in the Cotton Manufalture, to colleét thefe duties. Each perfon to:
have under his peculiar care a diftri&, great or finall, according to the;
number and magnitude of thefe works within his circuit; ‘and fuch,
perfons to go twice a week, or oftner, -if the urgency of the proprie-
tor’s or manufa&urer’s bufinefs fhall require it, to examine into, and:
take an account of the produce of them. ‘The Cotton fpun on thefe]
Machines is generally made up fit for fale, in parcels of fix or twelve;
“pounds weight. - To each of thefe bundles a paper is made fecure by
the mafters, fpecifying ‘the number of hanks in the pound, and the;}
number of pounds in the bundle. - His Majefty’s officer, if he fhall]

'
§

- think proper, is.to fearch and examine into- thefe. bundles what ares
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heir real contents, and whether the ticket annexed exprefles the pro--

sér weight and quantity.. And when evetry feveral parcel or bundle is
:aken an account of by the faid officer; a ftamped ricket, with the

nack ‘of the crown to be put thereon, in lieu of the ticket fixed :

thereto by the owner, ~ That the proprietors felling or exporting this
spun Cotton without “thefe ftamped tickets, to be {ubject to confide=
“able penalties, with the forfeiture of the goods fo the Crown and fuch
of his Majetty’s officers as fhall feize the fame. And this claufe 1o

:xtend to all who fhall buy, export, or ufe this Cotton without thefe
prohibited, under fuflicient re-

sermits.  And mafters to be properly
tritions, from ufing the fame crown tickets more than once.

~2dly. As to the mode of colleting the duty on the produce of the

Doubling, Twifting, and Winding Engines, going by water or horfes.

~The mott eligible way of colle@ing this duty, will be for his Ma- -

efty’s officer to attend at certain times every week, or oftener, at thefe
vorks, to take an account of the quantity and weight of the Cotton
vhile it is in the cop, before it is doubled and twifted ; becaufe, it comes
sobbins to be'warped for the loom. The exd&t weiglit and quantity
sannot therefore be fo well taken as while the Cotton is in the: cop.
For by trying the weight of one hundred and twenty yards of the

:hread, which makes a lea, reel’d off one cop only ; the real number - §
of hanks in the pound, and the quantity of pounds contained in fuch
parcel of cops may be eafily afcertained. - No perfon to be permitted

to'work thefe cops upon thefe Engines before the officer has feen, and
taken an account thereof. - o
. And it fhall be in the power of the ColleGtor of His Majefty’s duties,

to tender to the proprietors of thefe Machines, &c. on oath, that they
have worked no Cotton upon them fince the laft time of payment of

the duty, but which the officer had previoufly feen, and taken a regu-
far account of, on pain of refufal to forfeit a proper penalty.,

1 3dly. With refpet to the colleéting the duty payable from the own- [
ers of thefe inftruments worked by water, horfes, or hand, the produce |

whereof is not taxed, but the infiruments or tools only.

©+ There can no difficulty arife on this head, as both the number of
inftruments, fpindles, &c. and of confequence the proportionable tax

payable for the fame, are matters of ocular demonftration. o

-~ We have now to thew the propricty and happy tendency of - this tax; |

and this fhall be done, firft, by giving as exact aud juft amraccount as we

dre able of the yearly revenue that we apprehend will accrue to-govern-

ment from the feveral duties before-mentioned. And, fecondly, the
clear profits that will ftill be made by the proprictors of thefe Machines
and Engines, after the payment of the duties. And, thirdly, the ge-
neral diftribution of labor, and therefore of fubfiftence, to the induf-
trious; but now .ftarving poor, which in"all probability will be the’

confequence of this a&t taking place. , o
o 1ft. The Yearly Revenue.,

.- There - are at this time erected not lefs than fifteen to
twenty Cotton Machines which Card, Rove, Spin, &c.

Thefe works altogether contain, on a moderate compu-
tation. thictv thoufand Soindles. or more. Every one of

Rl

- penny ; one thoufand weight at fixpence halfpenny, is

off the Engine, twifted two threads together, and wound round upon - f
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‘thefe Spindles will generally fpin 'tw'elye' hanks in one .
“week, of that finenefs which makes twenty-four hanks-

in the pound, and which, according to. the duty afore- ..

laid upon hanks of that number in the pound, is nine-
pence for the half pound ; thirty
1 per week 1125l and per anpum =

'There dre fifty or more Doubling and Twifting Ma-

chines erefted, - Thefe Machines Double Twift, -and
Wind, at leaft a thoufand weight of Cotton per week.

Every pound of this Cotton will, on an average, be about

| twenty-fix hanks in the pound.. The duty aforelaid upon

hanks, of that number in the pound, is fixpence half-

—— P

per week 271, 1s. 8d. and per annum .

| An exatt caleulation cannot well be made of the _C"ara-;‘
i ing and Roving Engines which go by water, &ec. becaufe -
we cannot tell what number of Cards, &c. the manufac~

turers may chufe to work in their Engines: but upon the

low computation that two hundred only are employed,

with twenty pair of Cards in each Engine, (faying no-
thing of thofe that Rove alfo) at the aforelaid duty of

four-pence per pair, is, for one Engine fix fhillings and

eight-pence per week ; two hundred Engines at fix fhil-

‘lings and eight-pence, is per week 66l. 13s. 4d. and per

annum

We labor under the fame diﬁiéulty refpeflting the Hand
- Carding Engines, as it is not poffible to form a certain

idea to what extent they may be cairied, 4ince the duty
laid thereon is fo trifling : The effe®t of this a& muit
however, caufe an abundant encreafe of thefe inftru-
ments, the number and dimenfions of the Cards being
thus limited :—one thoufand at leaft we may juftly fay
will: be built, which at twe fhillings each, 1s per week
1col, and per annum :

— ——— e

" And as to the Hand Spinning, Doul‘)ling,”jand Twift-

| 'ing, and Roving Inftruments, we cannot yet afcertain
how this a& will operate with the poor, fo as to know

certainly what .the duty will amount to, . becaufe .we

have allowed feveral of thefe inftruments in one’ fami-
ly duty free, with which any induftrious man or wo-"

man may get their bread, without increafing the num-

1 ber of Spindles;- but as-we expe there will-never-
1| thelefs be perfons defiring more than bare neceffaries, -

| we may fafely reckon three thoufand of the Hand In-
| fruments fo pay duty, and thefe at fixpence per week,
+ Which is the loweft tax, is per week 73l and perannum

thoufand nine-pences-

.§200 0 O

3900 0 5.

. “‘Total per annum

52474 16 0.
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. 2dly. We fhall now éndéavour to. fhew, that notiithftaiidihg this
mnual revenue of feventy-two thoufand pounds will accrue to govern-
nent, which may be applied to the mutual advantage of: the kingdom,
here will no unreafonable detriment arife to any individual thereby,
And this fhall be proved by making it apparent, that the proprietors
if thefe: Mdchines and Engines, after payment of the duty, will yet
'ontinue to neat a certain profit of thirty to forty pounds per centum
n their goods.’ S -

~ 'We have before ftated, that the fifteen to twenty Patent Machines

idready erected, include at leaft thirty thoufand fpindles, and that each

pindle on an average will compleat every week twelve hanks of that
inenefs which makes twenty-four in a pound, the medium fort {fpun
n thefe Machines. The proprictors’ give for each pound picking five
arthings, carding and roving three farthings, {pinning three halfs
sence, reeling one penny, ‘wear and tear of the Machine and extra
ervants, to wit, the overlookers, three halfpence, making in the

vhole fixpence . per pound; to which add the propofed duty of one:

hilling and fixpenge upon every pound of twenty-four hanks,- at three
‘arthings per hank, is two fhillings per pound.
>f this Cotton, duty and all expences included, will be no more than
:wo thillings per pound, but without the duty is fixpence only..

The loweft charge the proprietors make for {fpinning, &c, (exclufive

of the price of the wool) has never been lefs than three fhillings in the -

pound for twenty-four hanks. It is therefore manifeft we did not de-
viate from the truth, when we aflirmed the profits to the proprietors,
with. the propofed duty, would f{till be thirty to forty pounds per
centum. And what honeft man can defire more?

The tax laid on all the other inftruments (and indeed of the-pre- -

ceding ones) going by water or horfes, is founded ou this plain rea-

fonable principle. That thefe inftruments, with the affiftance of oneor -

two perfons only, being capable of. pérforming as much work as in the
fame time would, on a general' computation, employ from eight to
ten grown. up people, and the:profits- thereof vefting folely in the
owners; it is but juft and equitable a part of ‘fuch profits fhould be
appropriated to the general exigences of the"ftate, and thereby put
it in the power of the

work on the fame, or nearly the fame terms.’

And this principle extends its influence ewez to all tho_fefprz‘rvate
0

Hand Inflruments which' contain more {pindles than ‘are reafonably
{ufficient to furnifh the laborer with the neceffaries of life, and has

obliged bim, to pay a certain duty if he ufes any Hand Inftrument,
or turns more than one at a time, containing above a certain numbet

of fpindles..

- 3d. The happ‘}‘r‘e{fe&s_Whicthill follow thefe Machines béin:g fup-
prefled, or reafonably taxed, according to ‘t_he rates before .Iaidgd_own,i

are many.

. To enter into a particular recital of all the happy fruits of this ad,
will far exceed our prefent defign ; we can but briefly mention a few.

of the moft obvious ; arid leave every humane mind to fuggeft the reft.
The pavithes will be eafed of their numerous poor and enormous aflefl-
ments'; the farmer and land-holder delivered from the weight of their
tha fimall tradefman .and retailine fhon.keener be able to get

$nxan .

Now the manufadture

poor-laboring and pinched artificer of acquir- .
sng-a living for himfelf and family of being. capable to compleat his

{ 13 )

in their debts; the emigration of many thoufands of honeft and in:
duftrious families will be ftopped ; population (the ftrength of ow
country ) increafe; future riots prevented; zhe bearts of the poor,
their labor again veverting into their hands, fball fing for joy; and we are
bold to affirm, none will be fufferers, but thofe who as much deferve
it as monopolizers of food; for we can perceive zo juf diftinction
betweeen foreflalling of that article, and depriving a poor man of the.means g
aequiring it, ‘ i v ’ : '

And that this A& fhall extend to England, Ireland, Scotland, the
Town of Berwick upon Tweed, the lilands of Guernfey and Jerfey,

and all other, his Majeftics dominions. : |

London, wW. C.
*Feb, 1. 1780, &
R. MG
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