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 TOTHE

TI‘I E printing the Sollowing dif-
& courfe was not with a defign to pu-
blifh it, much lefs to prefume o prefent it 5
S o « to the king, but to put afew of them into
RN U S the hands of fome of the minifters of flate,
S | and other great men, to Shew the wounds
our trade and manufaluries have recei- i
o ved ; and thofe remedies which may very
A JSoon and eafily be obtained ; that they might i
o reprefent. them to our legiflators, who | ke
have it in their power to make us a rich i

and ﬂourz'j/:z’ng people.

After 1had delivered o fow of them,
Tunderftood by fome great perfons, that i
a difcourfe upon trade would be very ac-
ceptable to the king, who was pleafed i
with every opportunity of demonfirating.

his care and affe@ion Jor his people ; and
that it would alfo be acceptable to the
queen and prince, | SRR
a2z g




To THE READER. |
It was much to my fatisfation that 1
had touch'd upon a fubjelt fo agreeable to
their fentiments; I thought 1t therefore
ny duty to prefent this treatife o their

-

roval bhands.

I Joon go-f abroad that T bad writ a

difeaur e upon the trade and navigation of
Great-Britain, and was informed if 1d1d
not permit it to be publifbed, it would fall
inta fuch hands who might print it and al-
 termyfenfe and intention.and as itwas the
fensiments of thofe perfons who hadread
it, that publifbing 1t would give gentle-
men an opportunity to fee how foreign na-
tions grow rich by the employment we
give their poor, while many of our own

are deftitute, and in a miferable condition,

- Itherefore confented to its publication.

T muft confefs the poverty and necelfi-
ty in which I have feen the poor in feve-
ral parts of the kingdom has souch'd me
wvery fenfibly, and I have [pent a great
deal of my time from the [ervice of my

Family, to find out methods for promoting

TO THE READER.
[o public a bleffing as turning the emplog-
“ment ‘we give the poor of foreign nations
to our own. : |

If this fmall pé}*ﬁrmancéqf mine can

any way contribute thereto, it will be a

great fatisfaition that I have done my

] osuux GEE.




PREFACE

‘ Ome‘p’erfon’s of diltinction, i the late reigns; ha-
S ving defired that T would give my thoughts on
naval ftores, and divers other -fubje@s in trade, I
wrote my fentiments thereupon; - fome of which are
contained in the following trad. it is not - therefore

to be expeded, that a difcourfe wrote upon fo many

occafions, and at diftant times, will bear reading like
one’regularly purfued, but will be interfperfed with
repetitions, if théyare not taken in different views, ac-
cordlng to the fubjet treated on ;and as thefe repeti-
tions are chiefly upon fuch weighty matters as mate~
rials for employing our poor, it is to be hoped it will
not be deemed a fault that they are fo often mentioned,

becaufe if they fhould eﬁ:ape the reader’s notice in one

place, another. may gaxn his attentlon. ¥

Each f'ub]e& is put into a dlﬁm& chapter, that the
reader may turn to fuch as he pleafes'; and thofe
who do not care to read" them through, may turn: to
the conclufion, where they will find fome mention
made of the chief heads of whatis - more particularly
treated in the refpetive chapters ; and alfo the arfet




. PREFACE
of the French king of the 27th of January 1726,.by»¢
which they will fee the care that nation takes to im-

prove their commerce: and it was upon thefight of

that arret, which was publifhed in the Daily Courant,
that fomc'merbhahts,‘ and other gentlemen, perfuaded
me to print fome papers which I had formerly writ-
ten on the fubje& of trade, to try whether this ex-

ample of the French might not excite fome publick

fpirits to enter into the confideration of the many ad-
vantages which might accrue to this nation, ~b¥ 2
prudent regulation of our trade, and of our foreign
fottlements, and to reprefent and recommend the

fame to the care and protection of the government.

As I'have had occafion to difcourfe of many fub-

je@sin trade, and more particularly to enlarge on

that of out Plantations, and the great profit this na-

tion might draw from them, thefe papers have fwell'd |

 beyond my expe@ation : if therefore the reader fhould
think I may have been prolix, or fhould not perhaps

agree in the fame fentiments with me, Thope,however,

that he will put the moft favourable conftructionupon
my gbod intentions, and be affured that I had no o-
ther défignbut his information) and the publick good,
in which I defire to be a fharer with him ; and if he
can add any thing towards carrying on fo neceflary

a work, I hope he will have the goodnefs to commu-
nicate his thoughts with the fanie freedom I have done

mine:

‘PR E F A C E.

~ The profits our  Plantations may yield us, by

rafing hemp, flax, filk, iron, ‘pot-afh, etc. may not
perhaps be fet in o clear a light ‘as they would' bear,
nor the -methods laid down “how to proceed regu-

larly thereon, but that may foon be done, if ‘we find

great men will engage themfelves in the work, and

make proper enquiries,

- The Spaniards and Portuguefe have no other fource

of ‘their riches - but theit colonies,  their wines and
~ fruits with which- they fupply England, etc. excepted 3

and tho’ they buy the ‘manufactures of all' nations

in: Burope. to- tranfport-thither, (having none of their-
~owr) we {ee what a-mighty treafure is brought into

thofe kingdoms, and -how rich and powerful they ‘are

“made thereby. if they draw fuch riches from' their

mines, and merchandize {o difpofed of, what a bound-
lefs wealth might be brought into this kingdom, by

fupplying our Plantations with every thing they want, -

and all manufactured within -ourfelves’: but more

efpecially i encouragement was given to'fuch multi-

tudes of people, who are uneafy under their prefent
circumftances . in the feveral parts of Europe, and

‘would be glad to be under the free government of
‘Great Britain, e vt T

~ Numbers of p:eoplefhavc; always been efteemed the

riches of a ftate, and as our: colonies -of Carolina,
b
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PREFACE,
Virginia, etc.  are themoft defirable of any in Ames
rica for latitude, air, foil, and navigable rivers, and
‘lye. fo commedioufly for correfponding with Europe;
they will undoubtedly draw vaft numbers of people to
~ fettle there; which would not only preferve to us the
mines contained in  the Appelachean hills, but alfo
fecure the frontiers of Carolina againft the incroach+
ments of the Spaniards from St. Auguftine, as - welf
as thofe of the French upon the river Canada, -

- Several paragraphs have been inferted in the publick
news papers, fhewing the application of {ome foreign
princes for promoting the manufactures and trade
of their refpedtive dominions ;- and it would no lefs
‘become us to be as diligent in enquiring into fuck

matters. but concerns of this nature muft firft be e~

{ponfed by great men who have power and influence
to put others-on the work 3 and the nation is greatly
obliged to: a noble lord, who, notwithftanding the
high. flation which he has fo long and fo worthily
filled; isready to lend his time and attention to fuch
gentlemen  who have any - thing to communicate for
promoting our trade, manufactures and colonies.

- "We are indeed very happy in the conflitution of
ou legiflature, who have made many excellent laws for
fecuring: our liberties and properties, but we fear-our
parliaments have fometimes been mifled, when mat-
ters relatingtgt;ade*have been brought -under their

PREFACE,
confideration ; -for as the two houfes. confift of fo
great anumber of noblemen and gentlemen; whofe e«
ducation has been quite different from the ftudy of
fach improvéments as might be niade by manufac-

tures and commerce,- it is not to be expedted that .they
fhould form a right judgment therein; without having

matters relating to trade explained unto them: I was
therefore willing ‘to- contribute my beft endeavours
to fet thefe things in as clear alight as I was capable,
that the members of both houfes might plainly fee,
thé;ééimpfoving anid encouraging our manufactures,
commerce and Plantations, is improving and ‘enlar-
ging their own eftates ; -and as commerce flourifhes,
Jands rife in value; and as the inhabitantsof towns
and cities increafe, confequently-the confumption of
provifions, which is the fupport of the {anded intereft;
-and doubtlefs as-gentlemen come to fee; . that .in the

turning the wheel of commerce they muft have their S
fhare of the profits; they will foon find how neceffary it

will be for promoting their own' intereft to' put their
hands to fo good a work. indeed hitherto it muft be
confefled moft of our improvements both-at homeand
abroad, have been projected and fet on foot by private
perfons, with yery little encouragement from  the

~ public, except in Queen Elizabeth’s time; whereas our

neighbours have hiad the happinefs of great'men-and

~minifters of ftate to affift them, not only in improving.
their infantundertakings, but :in affifting them with .
money to carry them-on, which has enabled them to

b2
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outdo us.in- many things, to the great prejudicé of:
our commerce; and the advancement of their own.

- It iswonderfal, that {6'many fine Englith gentle- -
men, who have travelled over France, Italy, etc..ca- .

pable of giving a large account of the rarities: of - thofe

countries, and of their’ diverfions, are yet firangersto’

the trade of thofe parts, and the advantages: they
might have collected thence for the good of their coun-

try. 1 mufl confefs very little. has been writ to put -
them upon thofe enquiries ; and it will-'be much-ta:
my fatisfaction, if any thing I have been able tooffer.

in the following  treatife may have weight enough to-

incite. them to folandable and profitable an infpection,.

that {o their great expence and .travels may not be:

thrown.away upon. the gaities of thofe nations, but: -
that they may alfo inform themfelves of their political-
‘maxims and rules, by which their great men have raif-
“ed themfelves, and made their names honourable to .
fucceeding ‘generations for.fome : valuable improves:-

ments,,thcy have gai’ned‘ totheir, country'.' s St

I Lnow it has been a recelved notion by many; e
~perfons, that it has been. below the- chara&er: of .a -

gentleman to become a mcrchant or. trader 5. but thig* -
notion -never. obtain’d . with  wifé men : the lata:
Lewis XIV. was fo apprehenfive that it might injure.. -

the trade and - merchandize .of his kingdom, that to
cure his Fantafticks of that  diftemper, and that . 1t,

¥; [ y = —‘-——N-_w._g...._’,_.___,_,.‘.;.@,;w,, B

PREFACE"

fhould not derogate from the honour of any noblemen::
or gentlemen in hiskingdom to tranfack im thofe affairs, .

he {hewed particular marks of favour to fuch as diftin~

guifhed their genius:for trade and merchandize ; and

the: fame: has been done in 'Piedmont;: and other:
principalities in - Italy, fo that-even counts or earls.

have become fabricators in' the filk manufa&ure.

It has indeed been a common notion with. fome,
that - trade can never. thrive under:an abfolute mg+

narchical goyernment-; and tha’ it muft be -admits:
ted, that the greateft part of the trade -of the world

was: eftablithed -and carried on-to a great height in
free cities - before :it: began in 'monarchies, (as we

fee that the free cities of Phoenicia enjoyed it long -
before the Ifraelites came. out ‘of Egypt, and were
grown fo rich and - powerful by their trade and'
navigation, that.. Jofhua could not conquer Tyre, -

Sidon, and feveral other cities) yet we muft not from
thence conclude; that ‘it will never become -confide-

rable any where but in republicks; for penetrating wife

princes came to fee into the fruitful womb :of trade,
and ‘in thofe ancient times, Solomon in particular,
made a very great progrefs - therein, tho” it is plain he
did not underftand: much of the practical part thereof -
himfelf, and therefore he entered into a ftrict amity:and - -
correfpondence with the Tyrians to gain’ the art:of : -
trade and navigation from them : ‘and as he compre= -
hended every thing, ’tis no wonder- that he got into:.- .
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 PREFACE, o
the fecrets of merchandize, and that by his fleet, and
his fand traffick by caravans, he heap’d up fuch ims

- menfe riches  which he gain’d by the Indian ‘trade,

Alexander the Great hiad alfo the advantage of trade in
wiew; to which end, after the deftru&ion of Tyre, he

‘buile the famous city ‘of Alexandria in Egypt, by

which' canal the goods of India were conveyed into
the mediterranean, and “thofe of Europe to India,

~ fromy wherice his fucceffors in Egypt drewa prodigious

treafure ; for ’tis faid Ptolomy Eulates received feven
mllhons and an half from tbence yearly

T e beginmng of the empire of Rome, their

gteat treafure fprang from their conquefts, and the

valt riches and tributes they drew from’ feveral parts
of theit dominfons : but when they got poffeflion ' of
Egypt, they Began'to think of a more fure and pea-
ceable way, which was by all manner of arts and care
to augment their trade, wherein they fucceeded fo well,

 that the great trade carried on betwéen the Indian and

Mediterranean {eas, brought them ini vaftly more thar
any of the Egypuan kmgs ever recewed before them.

~“Bug’ thn the Gothis and Vandals overturned thé
Roman empire, that commerce thro’ the Ked-Sea, by:
Alexandria, ceafed, and' was afterwards carried on by
way: of Trebezon, Damafeus, and Aleppo, which in-
creas’d the trade of the free cities or ftates of Venice,

- Genoa, Pifa, etc, and:thofe goods were not only ven-:

PREFACE:

ded inall the countries bordering upon the mediters

ranean, but were fent to England, Germany, and: the
Netherlands, and all- over the Baltick, which gave
encouragement to-the traffick of Bruges, where the

commodities of the north, as corn, naval flores, etc;

were lodged in the fummer, and where thofe. thips
took in the commedities from the Levant back again
to the Hans-towns, and thofe fhips that came from the

Levant, tranfported the northern goods from Brugea

into the Mediterranean.. .=

This traﬂick rendred thofe citizens immenfely'i‘
tich; and made them grow ahove their bafinefs, and
thereupon this trade was removed _to.A'h‘tfwerpﬂ,: which
grew {o rich and opulent, .that fhe became the

miftrefs of Furope in trade, and continued it till the

duke D’ Alva’s time, after. which the perfecution bes

gun by him, drove away the people, fome to Amflers

dam, and other cities of the united provinces, which

laid' the foundation of that flourithing and powerful

republick ;- others fled to England, and eftablifhed
the woollen manufatury, and were received by Queen
Efizabeth, with the utmoft encouragement, and we

have felt the benefit of. their fettling among us ever

.Imen tion this to fhew trade will not remain long
in any place. where it meets with. coldnefs and ige
differency, but thofe governments which embrace it-
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PREFACE

. with the greateft cheerfulnefs, and nge it the. mof’c én-
- zcouragement, fhall haveit.

In th'e* reign of Queen Elizabeth, and alfo of

~ Henry the fourth of France, there feemed to be a
- furptizing fpirit for improving trade, manufactures,
. and navigation, in" England ‘and' France, whether:
. from emulation or a benevolent inclination in thofe

princes to promote the welfare and profperity of their

fubje&s, I fhall notdetermine. the queen encouraged
the diftreffed Walloons,and other artifts, to {ettle here,
and endow’d them with many privileges, and enabled

- them to make a very great progrefs in carryingon the

woollen .and other manufaétures. fhe alfo fettled a

- trade with the- Grand Signior, and with the Czar of
- Mufcovy, opened a trade to India, and begun foreign

- Plantations, wherein fhe had a miniftry no lefs folis
. citous than herfélf to carry themon, .«

g Henry,.the fourth' of Francé', did‘ indeed wonders.

« for that kingdom, by fettling the filk, linnen, and

other manufa@ures, all which have been happily im~

- proved by. the: care of the memorable Mon{. Colbert,
- who under the late Lewis X1V, has notonlyeftablithed

every thing that remained imperfeét, but alfo gained
by art and management, not only Fifheries and Plan-

. tations, but-a profpect of every other improvement ;
- by which means that prince was able to maintaina

war: again{t the moft powerful confederacy that ever

'PRETFACE
..form?d:in thefe latter times, . to furround- his kingdom
and frontiers with the ftrongeft fortrefles in the world,
to maintain an-army of above three hundred thoufand
men during two long “wars; and to difpute the domi-

‘nion -of the feas againft the united powers both of

England and Holland; an'expence fuppofed to be
three times as large as ever. that kmgdom was capable
of fuﬁaxnmg before. & R

Tghe example of Lewis‘ the fourteenth fo far opened

‘the eyes of the ' princes of Europe, that moft of them

have put the fame methods in practice, and the em-
peror of Germany, Czar of Mufcovy, and feveral other
princes, {ee the way to make themfelves more confide-
'rable, ‘isto eftablifh manufadtures where their refpec-

tive dominions produce materials for - carrying them
-on, and we fee that thofe manufacures and trade have
.enabled them to raife greater revenues from their fub-
jeéts, upon this bafis is founded the power and firength
~of thofe empires that begin to make fo greata figure
~in-Europe : how much the Englifh commerce, by
-the confumption of the manufadtures of thofe coun-
-tries; has' contributed thereto,is worth enquiring into,
’tis certain, princes who make fearch after able' men
- to-regulate and improve their trade, will carry it away
- from thofe that difregard or negle it. we fee that in«
- genious and ' penetrating prince the Duke of Savoy,
~ tho’ he has fo fimall 2 territory, and ‘as it were but’
that one valuable commodity of filk produced in it,

<



PREFACE,

has, by encouraging his fubjects in the cultivation’
thereof, fo " much encreafed and improved his reve<
nues, that ’tis faid ‘he is now able to maintain an
army of thirty thoufand men better and with more
eafe to'his fubje&s, than he could heretofore maintain

ten thoufand.”

" But we have feen one inftance in our i,time»furpa{'-‘
ﬁhgl’wh'at‘ was ever attempted before by any princey
for the improvement of his country amd his people,

in the perfon of “thelate Czar of Mufcovy, a great
and abfolute prince, who left his own kingdoms and

grandeur, and travel’d incognito, like'a pnvate gentles
man, thro’ 4 good part of Europe, to pry into the
arts and induftry pratifed by the more civilized nati-"
ons, for the gaining of riches and power, and con+
defcended fo' far ‘as to’ turn Mechanick, and' work
‘himfelf with his own hands,; at {everal trades,  efpeci=-
ally that of fhip-building, that he might make himfelf
mafter of the myftery and {kill requifite in fuch works,
and be able eﬂ’e&ually to carry the fame home tohis
own country : to whichend ‘alfo he fpared no coft to
engage the beft artizans of every kind  to fettle in his
dominions, whither he alfo tranfported the arts and
{ciences, and every thing needful to fet up profitable

manufactures, and cultivate his' own unpolithed peo=

ple, and fet them upon gaining riches by trade,

which he had found to be the chief fource of wealth,

and power in England, Holland, and their neigh-
bouring nations ; and we fee how great a progrefs

PREFACE.
e made therein in a fhort time, and that he has left
a mmlﬁry no le{é fedulous to carry on his noble de«

figns.
As materials are the firlt principles and foundatx-

-~ on of manufactures ; and as the filk and linnen are

efteemed as profitable as the woollen ; Iam thoroughly
perfuaded the methods herein propofed will render
in the raifing thefe materials both praticable and eafy

-our own dominions ; and {o very cheap, that it gives

us a fair profpe& of out-doing any nation of Europe
in carrying them on ; which, with proper care to re-
gulate fuch undertakings, will unite all his majefty’s
<dominions into one intereft, by fettling fuch a circu-
fation of commerce among them, that one part fhall
be dependant on the other, and every part neceffary
to fupport the whole, and more to the advantage of

every particular, andall get more by fuch a. circulati-
~on of trade, than they  could have done by any con-

trivance of their own, even though they had been

able to carry thro’ the whole bufinefs within them= .

felves ; -and thofe who may have a mind to fee what
I have propofed upon this head, may turn to the 27th,
28th, 29, and 3oth chapters, where they will find
what I have written in feveral letters upon this occafi-

on, as well as fome hints thereof in other parts of

this treatife.
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THE

OF

GREAT BRITAIN

"CONSIDERED.

The State of the trade of the nation much the Jame: from the
time of William the Congueror to the acceffion of Queen Elis

zabeth. In ber time plantations difovered; fome fettlements
- begun; trade opened to Turkey, Mufiovy, érc. Manufaltures

improved and encouraged by King William. ‘
[ “H E Englith nation remained much in the fame
* ftate, refpecting trade and navigation, " from
the time of William the Conqueror to the acceflion
of Queen Elizabeth to the crown of England, ‘which
then confifted chiefly in tranfporting tin, lead, wool,
fome leather, iron, and other produtions fuficient to
purchafe what foreign commodities they wanted. -
‘King Edward the third was the rft prince from

- the conqueft to his time, that we find took anyno- -
tice of trade ; for in the parliament held at Wet-
~minfter in 1338, the tranfportation of wool out of the

kingdom was prohibited ; and for the encouragement
of foreign cloath-workers ‘and other manufaéturers to
come and fettle here, a great many privileges were

g&m = “’5 ’
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granted,-and an allowance from the king till they
were fixed in a competent way of living; and it was
enacted, that no fubject fhould wear any foreign
cloth for the future, From his reign to the acceflion
of Queen Elizabeth, we do not find any one prince,
during that {pace of time, had much regard for trade,
except what was done by Henry the feventh; which
looks rather like policy of flate for crufhing Perkin
‘Warbeck ; for tho’ he removed the niart from Ant-
werp to Calais, yet two years after the prohibition
was taken off, and the trade was again opened to
Antwerp, as formerly. ‘About ten years after a' law
was made, prohibiting the importation of manufac-
tures of filk wrought by itfelf, or mixed with any o=
ther thread. ¢ This (fays the Lord Bacon) points at
¢ a true principle, viz. Where foreign materials are

¢ but fuperfluities, foreign manufactures thould be pro-..

' hlblted for that will either: bam{h the fuperﬂulty,r
¢ or gain the manufa&ure. -~ -

In Queen Elizabeth’s time, many and great ad-,

vantages were added to trade, In the year 1579, a

"Turkey company waseftablifhed. The fame year Sir -

Francis Drake returned to England, after three years

voyage round the world, and many wonderful ad-
ventures and difcoveries. He arrived at Plymouth,

bringing with him a vaft quantity of gold and filver

taken from the Spaniards. - Inher reign alfo a treaty
was fettled with the Duke of Mufcovy for a trade to

Archangel, in which feveral advantages were: granted
to the Englith nation. :

. - E ..“
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CONSIDERED. 3
Sir Walter Rawleigh, and others alfo in her reign,
difcovered the plantations 3 and tho’ the firft planters

" met with almoft infuperable difficulties, and were of-

ten forced to quit what they had already fettled; yef
the greatnefs of their fouls farmounted all difficulties,
and tho’ often baffled in their attempts, they renew-
ed them again with mdefatlgable zeal and induftry, till
at laft tobacco and fugar came to be planted, a great
many thips built, and in' a thort time notonly.fup-'
plied ourfelves with fugar and tobacco from America,
but with very large quantities to fend abroad, and fup-
plied the Baltick, Germany, Holland, Flanders, and
France, with thofe commodities, which brought in
very great riches to us, and by degrees beat the Por-

‘ tuguefe out of the trade of thofe parts of Europe..

“We donot find that her fucceffor King James the
ﬁr& concerned himfelf much in trade; yet in imitati~

“on of Henry the fourth of France, (who was wonder-
ful afliduous in promoting all forts of manufadtures,

and among the reft; that of planting Mulberry-trees,

! and raifing filk,) made fome effays towards fuch'a de~
fign here, and he and his courtiers feemed to be very

fond of the undertaking, and letters were writ to Vir-
ginia to promote that manufacture,. Some fmall pro-
grefs was made. there, and letters. pafled between the
planters and gentlemen here; but as foon as they
thought they had engaged the planters to begin upon
it, inftead of promoting it heartily, and fending fome
able and Ikilful perfons to direct the undertakmg,they
A2
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threw all upen the planters, and that noble defign
came to nothing; whereas that in France fucceeded,
to the immenfe profit of that kingdom.

King Chatles the firft had to6 many things upon
‘his hands t6 concern hitnfelf with trade; as he was
unaequainted therewith, he was eafily impofed on;
the confequences of which make us labour under
many inconveniences at this day; one of which was,
his giving leave to the French to fifh upon the banks
of Newfoundland, te fupply an Engh{h convent in
France in time of lent. . = -~
Cromivell and the Rump had fome éXcéllent notxa

ons of trade ; - they fettled the a& of navigation, bedt
the Dutch, forced themto a treaty, in which. they
were to deliver up the ifland of Pellarone; and to pay
large fums for the violences exerciféd upon the Englith
at Emboysa. But upon thd reftoration of King Charles
the fecond, the Dutch thought themfelves fecure e<
nough, and fin¢e havé tiever made any fatisfadtion.
They took Jamajca with vaft expence; which has
beén repaid fince with interefl, 'The favour granted
by King Charles the firft to the French, to fith upon
the banks of Newfoundland, by length of time, and
afterwards bythe eafy temper of King Charles the fe=
cond, gave thieih an epportunity of claiming a right
to that part they had feized, ' It is faid King Jamesthe
{econd fhew’d great uneafinefs upon that occafion

but nothing was done that we have heard of, i or=

der to obtain fatisfadtion.. The fhort time he reigned,

CONSIDERED. 5

and bis other views for eftablithing the popifh religion,
did not give him time to do any thing for trade.
Upon King William’s coming to the crown, early
application was made to him for feveral' amendments
in trade, and for eftablifhing a great many ufeful ma-
nufacturies among us, which had been kept under by

France and others underfelling the manufa@uresmade

at home. Hewas very ready to hear all propofals made
upon that account, and gave his utmoft countenance

to all fuch undertakings; but by the fondnefs of the

nation to French commodities, fo much countenan«
ced by King Charles and King James, it was a very
hard matter to bring them into love with' thofe made
athome. However, upon breaking out of the war
.with France, and prohibiting French commodities,
encouragement was given for ere@ing feveral of thofe
manufactures here, as the Luftring, Alamode, and o-
ther filk manufa&ures for hoods and fearves, which
the King’s royal confort, the excellent Queen Mary,

took no fmallpains'to eftablith; for which article a-

lone, it is allowed France drew from us above four
hundred thoufand pounds yearly. - At the fame time
the manufacture of glafs was eftablifhed, which before
weufed to have from France; and alfo that of  hats
and paper. The manufadture of linen was fettled in
feveral parts of the kingdom, patticularly in Somer-
fetthire and Dorfetthire, where they made extraordi-
nary good linen in imitation of France; and which
ibmcteas d, that in a few years it was computed, in
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* a diftri&t of about ten miles {quare, they made to the
value of one hundred thoufand pounds yearly., But:

| u'por‘x the peace with France; there were fo many lin-

nens run into the weft, thatit put that manufadture
under great difcouragement. In his timealfo the ma-
nufadtures of copperand brafs were fet on foot,which

are brought to great perfection, and nowin agreat
meafure fupply the nation with coppers, kettles; and-

all forts of copper and brafs ware. The making of
fail-cloth was begun and carried on to great perfedi-

on; alfo fword blades, {ciffars, and a great many toys .

made of fteel, which formerly we ufed to have from
Francc; in the manufaGuring of which, it is faid we
now excell'all other nations. The fetting up of falt~
works, and improving of falt-fprings and rock-falt,
hath prov’d very beneficial here, and faves z very
great” treafure. yearly, which we heretofore. paid ‘to
France for falt, anda great many other. thmgs whxch I
forbear to enumerate. ST S

© Queen Anne’s miniftry, upon the treaty of Utrecht

”too readily granted the French libérty to fith upon the

very beft fifheries on the north coaft of Newfound-

land, and there to build ftages to dry them. They al-

{o granted them Cape Breton, which isfaid to be the

- very beft {pot in all thofe feas for fishing, Thus we

{ee the French, by their great penetration:andknow-
ledge in the affairs of commerce, have ‘gaine_d from _us
a treafure equal to a mine of gold. g

“The nation in Queen Ehzabeth’s time bemg in’its

CONSIDERED,. 9

infancy in trade, fet out with greatfrugahty, and fa-
ved money, and grew rich apace, and our merchants
fpread themfelves over all Europe, Turkey, and Ame-

 rica, as well as India, and introduced our manufac-

tures.and products wherever they went. Their riches
encreafing by this traffick, they not only had money
enough to carry on their trade, but fupplied foreign
princes,lent money upon bottomree,and upon commo-
dities in all countries: the remittances from whence
fwelled the ballance of trade fo much in our favour,

that though in King Charles the fecond’s time thefolly

of that reign encouraged the wearing the manufatures
of France to that degree, that it is commonly allow-
ed we paid them a. ballance of trade we drove with
them, ofat leaft twelve or thlrteen hundred thoufand
pounds yearly; notw:thﬁandmg which,’ the proﬁts of
our. commerce, and money abroad employed in trade,

was {o. very: confiderable, that filver and gold were
plentier in England, both in his and- King James’s
reigns, than'any other: nexghbourmg kmgdom,whmhﬁ;

occafioned quantities to be coined here.

But upon the war with France, fome; -gentlemen
rather advifed to borrow money at intereft, than raife

neceflary fupplies within the compafs of the yeaf,' to
carryon that juftand neceffary war, which had that
evil confequence, that not only our merchants who
had money at intereft abroad, but even forelgners,
brought in their money to put in our loans. At laft
this brought a heavy load upon the nation; and
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inftead of livingin a parcimonious and fruga] man-
ner; thofe perfons that had placed their money in the
funds, and could judge of their expences, fell intoa
more luxurions way of living, which very much en-
ereafed the confumption of foreign commodities. And
whereas formerly great quantities of bullion were
brought into this nation by the ballance of our trade,
and coined into money, the tables were turned; and
as faft as we imported any bullion from any part of
the world, itwas immediately fent away again to pay
our debts. ‘When filver was coined here, it common-
ly was under ftandard,and the goldfmiths did not give
above §5's. 1d. Jor ] for pieces of eight, becaufe
they would have fome profit upon coining. ‘The
cafeis fo much altered now, that filver has been a-
bove ftandard, which has been bought up and expor-

ted to pay the: ballance of our trade. “This is {o e~

vident a truth, that I believe it cannot be' denieds
yet fo miftaken are many people, that they cannot
fee the difference between having a waft treafure of
filver and gold in the kingdom, and the mint ‘em-
ployed in coining money, the only true token of
treafure and riches, and having it carried away; but

they fay money is a commodity like other things, -

and think themfelves never the poorer for what the
nation dayly exports. ‘This hath drawn me into the
confideration of our national benefit, thatit may be
thoroughly weighed. I have thought the only method
w furpith gentlemen with proper confiderations, is

R o . .
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CONSIDERED. 9
to give fome account of the commodities the natlons.
we trade with take from us, and what we take from
them, and to give my thoughts where I think the
ballance lies. o
CH AP IL

Trade between England and Turkey.

As Turkey is the outmoft bounds of the Mediterras

nean, I fhall begin our commerce with that miéhty
empire, : :
- The commodities they take from us, are chiefly
broad-cloth, long-ells, tin, lead, and fome iren 5 and
the Englifh merchants frequently buy up French and
Lifbon fugars, and tranfport thu:her, as well as bula
lion from Cadiz, : :

But notwith{tanding, the Turkey tradeis very nfe«
ful, the goods we fendbeing fully manufactured, and
carried to them in our own fhipping; and the coms«
modities we take from them i in returns, are alfo m
eur own navigation, L

~ The commodities we take from them are chiefly
raw, and very properto carry on our home manufacs
tures, and employ our poor, as wellas for re-expertax
tion. the great value is in raw-filk. we takebefides,
Grogram-yarn, dying-ftuffs of fandry kinds, drugs,
foap, leather, cotton, and fome fruit, oyl, ete,

N. B. The Turkey filk is only fit for the fhute of
our fine damafks, and other coloured {ilks, and for
making filk ftockings, galloons, and filver and gold
lace; but not proper for the warp of any filk, net
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being fine enough, nor even enough for organzine, or
double twifted filk, that being all Italian ; nor indeed
even enough for the fhute or woof of black luftrings,
alamodes, or paduafoys, the fhute of that being alfo
Ttalian.
 CH AP IL
Trade between England and Italy.

~ Ttaly takes from us broad-cloth, long-ells, bays,
druggets, callimancoes, camblets, and divers other
ftuffs ; leather, tin, lead ; great quantities of fith, as
pilchards, herrings, falmon, Newfoundland codd, etc.
pepper, and other eaft India goods,

“The commodities England takes from them, are
raw, thrown and wrought filk, wine, oyl, foap, olives,
{fome dyers ware, anchovies, etc.

Formerly we received a confiderable ballance from
them ; but the French now fupplying them with very
great quantities of woollen manufactures, and alfo ha-
ving got part of the Newfoundland trade from us; and
as we import great quantities of thrown and raw filk
from thence,to carryon our manufadtures,it isthought
the ballance now againft us is confiderable.

The Italians have an excellent method of throwing

ﬁ,eir filk by a water engine, which, with afew hands .

to attend it, will do more work than a hundred per-
{ons can do at throwing according to. our method.
indeed, fine Italianraw filk cannot be thrown to truth
and good workmanthip by any other method, the en-
gine going fo much truer thanit can be wrought by,

RS
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hand. we have been {o unfortunate as never to have
had any fuch engine till of late ; and there isbutone
compleat in the kingdom.
CHAP IV, :
Trade between England and Spain. -

Spain takes from us broad-cloth, druggets, calli-
mancoes, bays, {tuffs of dlvers klnds, leather, fith,
tin, lead, corn, etc. '

The commodities England takes from them, are
wine;, oyl, fruit of divers kinds, wooll, indigo, co-
chineal, and dying ftuffs: the bulk of the commodi-
ties we takefrom them, are the produce of their own
country, viz. wine, oyl, and fruit; fo that the Spaniards
pay forour woollen, and all other produéts, at a very

 eafy rate ; and if it were not for the great confumption

of Spam{h wines, fruits, and oyls, in England, their
fales of thofe commodities would amount but to' a
trifle, having no nation for their cuffomers but us,
Holland, and a very fmall matter to Flanders, Ham-~
bourgh, and the Baltick. '

- *Tis fuppofed we take off at leaft two thirds of
the whole; {o that although we are obliged to the Spa-
niards for their cuftom for our manufaures, they are
no lefs obliged to us for taking off their produds.

Formerly we received a great ballance from them
in bullion, but fince the houfe of Bourbon has filled
the Spanith Throne, and introduced French {tuffs, and
French fathions, it is prefumed the ballancc isbut very
fmall in our favour. i TS
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CHAP V.
Tirade between England and Portugal.

Portugal takes from us broad-cloth, druggets,
bays, long-ells, callimancoes, and all other forts of
ftuffs, as well as tin, lead, leather, fifk, corn, and
other Englifh commodities.

England takes from them great quantities ef
wine, oyl, falt, and fruit; by which means their

Apare lands ( fince they have the fupplying us with

wine) are greatly improved ; and though we may al-
fow a confiderable ballance to be broughtus, yet it.is
net fo gieat as fome imagine.

- The Portuguefe have much abated of their mduf’cry

fince the finding out the gold and filver mines in the
Btazils 3and well they may, the working thofe mines
tuxnxﬁg to better account than their p]antmg fugar

-and tobaccos the importing of which from our plan-

tations, has beat thofe -of Portugal and Spain out of

‘the northern parts of Europe, as a little encourage-
ment and good regulation would do in the Mediter-

ranean ; and we have now a fair opportunity of enlar-
ging our commerce, provided we make ufe of it, ef
which in its proper place.
CH A P. Vi
“Trade between England and France.
~France takes from England large quantities of to-
bacco, horn-plates, tin, fome lead, fome flannens, and

«corn in-time of {carcity.

England takes from France, wine, brandy, hnnen,

: g :
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fine lace, fine cambricks, and cambrick lawns, to a-

prodigious value, brocades, velvets, and many other
rich filk manufactures, which are either run in upon
us, or come by way of Holland; the humour of fome
of our nobility and gentry being fuch, that altho’ we
have thofe manufactures made as good, if not better
than the French, yet they are forced to be called by
the name of French to make them fell. their linnens

‘are run in upon us - in very great quantities, as are

their wine and brandy from Lands-End even to the

.Downs. their brandies have been fold from 35.103

s. 6.d. per gallon, and their claret from 3s. to 4.
the beft, tho’ the bare duty of thebrandy is 6s. 8d.

per gallon, and the duty of their wine 52 1. “per tun,
“or 13 d. per quart. this muft drain us of our gold

and {ilver ; for the {mugglers carry, nothing out but

gold, fi lv_cxj,\ and wooll, to purchafe thofe commodi-

ties with, = it is a misfortune upon us, that our in-
tereft is not better confidered ; we might be fupplied
with fine rum from our plantations, that would be
more acceptable to our common people than French

‘brandy, provided the importation was {ufficiently en-

couraged ; then the nation would be fupplied with
that {pirit at little or no charge ; for it would not
coft-above 12 d. Sterling per gallon abroad ; and, in
reality, itcould not ftand us in one fifth partof that:
for.it is {hewn in the following difcourfe, that four
fifths of all that is gained in the plantations, comes

- home to us. . France, above all other nations, is the

1 S mmome
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worft for Fngland to trade with: it produces moft
things neceffary for life, and wants very little either
for luxury or convenierice, fome few materials excep-

tedto help tocarry on their manufactures; the chiefof

which are wooll, and fome dying {tuffs.

 Henry the fourth eftablifhied their linnen manu-

facture fo, that they have not only enough to fupply

themfelves, but export mighty quantities. he alio en-

. couraged the planting mulberry trees, and making of
filk, which is now brought to fo great perfection, that
we are ctedibly informed, they muke within themfelves

fufficient quantities for carfying on all their manu-

fatures 3 and not only fo, but they have exported
fome of their thrownfilk to be fold at Leghorn;

which is faid, in all refpecs is as good as thie beft
filk made in Italy ; fo that what raw filk they have
from abroad,is in returns for their woollens,and other
manufactures, which they fend out again to Leghorn
for amarket. they have laid down fome of their beft
lands for pafturage to mend the growth of théir wooll
thofe political and frugal meafures muft make them
the richeft nation in Europe. they have model’d every
thing fo well, that they fend out their filk and. lin-
nen manufadures moftly of their own produtt, and
have the returns again in filver and gold. great part in-

deed of their woollen manufatture is carried on with.

Spanifhand Irifh wooll. what they import from Ire-
Jand might be prevented, if propercare was taken;
but inftead of that, there isa duty of 19 d. farthing

v/ ,,V.
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per f{tone laid upon all that comes to England: fo that

the French buy theirs in Ircland near 20 per cent
cheaper thanwe. ‘
CH AP VII
Trade between England and Flanders.
- Flanders takes from us ferges, a few flannens, a
very few ftuffs, fugar, tobacco, tin and lead.
- England takes from themfinelace, fine cambricks

and cambrick lawns, Flanderswhited linnens, threads,
tapes, incles, and divers other commodities toa very

great value: but the Dutch having the command of
the mouth of the Scheld, do thereby fecure to them-
felves in a great meafure the paffage of goods to and
from Flanders. through Holland ; fo that it is diffi-
cult to judge whattheballance we pay to them amounts
to. bt it is undoubtedly very confiderable, we béihg
their greatelt cuftomers for thofe commodities; | éﬁd
yet they prohibit our woollen cloths ; which, if freely
admitted, ’tis thought would not amount t‘oio/ne ﬁfth
part of what we take from them. .
C HAP. VI
Trade between England and Germany.

Germany takes from England broad-cloth, drug-
gets, long-ells, ferges, and feveral forts of ftuffs, to-
bacco, fugar, ginger, Eaft India goods, tin, lead, and
feveral other commaodities, the great confumption of
which isin the lower Germany.

‘England takes from them prodigious quantities of

linnen, linnen-yarn, kidfkins, tin plates, and a great

many other commodities,
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* According to the cuftom-houfe accounts, the bal-
lance wasthought to be-in our favour, when we were
fupplied by France with linnens ; but fince the high'
duty upon French linnens, the Emperor, and other
princes of Germany, have gained that manufature,
whichhas greatly enriched them'; and yet, notwith-

 ftanding thofe greatadvantages they have byimporting

their linnens upon us, fome of them have prohibited
feveral forts of our woollen manufadtures, and others
have prohibited all ; whzch gives. them avery great
ballance upon us. . :
“ CHAP IX
Tradebetween England, Norway and Denmark.

* Norway and Denmark take from England guineas,

crown pieces, and bullion, a litrle tobacco, and a few
coarfe woollens of fmall value, ©

England takes from Norway, etc. vaft quantities
of deal boards, timber, fpars and iron. ‘we pay them
a very great ballance, and their rebuilding great fhips
of burthen (deftroyed in the war between them and
Sweden) will again eftablifh them in the navigation
and freight of their timber,' and will ,grcatly increafe
their ballance upon us. ‘
‘ CHAP X

Trade between England and Sweden.

- Sweden takes from England our gold, filver, and
but a fmall quannty of the manufa&urcs and produc-
tion of England." | ~

" England. takes from Sweden near two thn:ds of

o
!
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the iron wrought up or confumed in the kingdom,
copper, boards, plank, etc, the ballance they drew
from us amounted before the late war with Denmark,
to between two and three hundred thoufand pounds
yearly, befides the freight of their own produ& which
we paidthem for likewife.

CHAP. XI
- Trade between England and Ruffia.

* Ruflia takes from Englandfome coarfe cloth, long-
ells,worfted ftuffs, tin, lead, tobaccoes, and a few o-
ther commodities. , ne

‘England takes from Ruflia, hemp, flax, hnnen cloth
linnen-yarn, Ruffia leather, tallow, furs, iron, pot-afh,
etc. toanimmenfe value. but having noother market

to go to for hemp, where any great quantities may be

had, they are pa1d their own pncesfor what we take
ofthem. x ~ o oy
o C H A P. XIL
" Trade between England and Holland:' | :
Holland takes from England, broad-cloth, drug-
gets, long-ells, ftuffs' of a great many forts; leather,
corn, coals; and fomething of almoft every thing that
this kingdom produces ; befides all forts of fndia and
Turkey re-exported  goods, fugars, tobacco, rice,
ginger, pitch and tar, and fundry other commodmes
of the produce of our American plantations.
England ‘takes from Holland great quantities of

fine Hollands linnen, threads, tapes and incles, whale

fins, brafs battery, madder, argol, witha large number
C
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of other commodities, and toys, clapboard wainfcot,
etc. but according to the. cuftom-houfe accounts, we
over-ballance them in trade to a confiderable value.
according to this view of the trade with Holland, the
ballance paid us is thrice as much as we receive from
either Portugal or Spain. but when we confider the
great number of fmuggling (hips that are employed
between this kingdom and Holland, and the fupply we
have from them of pepper, and all other forts of In-
dia fpice, with callicoes, muflins, India ilks, and ro-

mals and other manufadtures of India, coffee, tea,

china ware, and very great quantities of Hollands and
fine lace, cambricks, Dutch paduafoys, velvets, and
other wrought filks, it is apt to furnifh the thinking
part of mankind with other notions,
- CHAP XIII.
dee between England and. Ireland s

Treland takes from England fine broad-cloth, r1ch
filks, ribbons, gold and filver lace, manufa@ured iron
and cutlery wares, pewter, great quantities of hops,
coals, dying wares, tobacco, fugar, Eaft- Indm goods,

raw filk, Hollands, and almoft every thing they, ufe, v

but coarfe linnens, coarfe woollens, and eatables. .
England takes fromIreland woollen-yarn, hnnenf
yarn, great quantities of wooll in the fleece, for
carrying on our manufattures, and. employing our
poor, fome tallow: but that which makes Ireland fo
- very profitable to England is, that it is thought near
one third part of the rents. of the ‘whole. belong to

e e,
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Englith noblemen and gentlemen that dwell here, be-
fides the verylarge fums that are {pent for the edu-
cation of their youth, by the great number of nobili-
ty and gentry that refort to the Englith court; and
thofe who come to folicit for places and employments.
there may be added to thefe the fums of money that
are paid to perfons thathave places and penfions out
of the Trifh revenues, who refide here ; befides they,
upon their eftablithment, maintain 10 or 12000 men,

who are always ready uponany emergency.
~ They have an’extraordinary trade for their hides,
tallow; beaf, butter, etc. to Holland, Flanders, France,
Portugal and Spain, which enables them to make large

remlttances to keep their ballance with us.

CHAP. XIV.
Trade between England and the Sugar Plantations.

Our fugar plantations take from England all forts
of clothing, both linnen, filks, and woollen, wrought
iron, brafs, copper ; all forts of houfhold furniture,
and a great part of their food. fo that’ they are en-
tu‘ely dependant on us. S ~

“They fend us fugar, ginger, and fevgralf’comj
modities, enough for cur own confumption, and for-
merly we re-exported as much as brought in feveral
hundred  thoufand pounds yearly. they fend us all
the bullion and gold they can meet with, but rarely
carry out any. and doubtlefs would produce a great
many other commodities, which we now have from
India by way of Holland, as cinnamon, cloves, nut-
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- tea have been raifed there extraordinary good of the
kind. the olive tree grows wild, and thrives very.
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megs, mace, coffee, etc. provided they were planted “

and effectual care taken of them.
CHAP. XV. r
Trade between England andthe Tobacco Plantations.
~The tobacco plantations take. from = England

their cloathing, houthold goods, iron mannfactures of

all forts, faddles, bridles, brafs and copper wares ; and
notwithftanding their dwelling among the woods,
they take their very turners wares, and almoft every

thing elfe that may be called the mannfacture of Eng-.

land: fo that indeed it is a very great number of
people that are employed to provxde a fufficient fupply.
of goods for them.

England takes from them not only what tobacco
we confume at home, but very great quantities for
re-exportation, which may properly be faid to be the
foreft way of enrichipg this kingdom.

CH AP XVI
Trade bet-wee;z Eﬂglmzd and Carolina.

Carolina lies in as happy a climate as any in the
world, from 32 to 36 degrees of Northern latitude.
the foilis generally fertile; the rice it producesis faid-
to be the beftin the world ; and no country affords
better filk thanhas been brouglit from thence, though
for want of fufficient enconragement, the quantity
imported is very fmall. ’tis faid both bohea and green

well, and might foon be improved fo far as to fupply

"CONSIDERED. 2t
us with large quantities of oyl.
from whence the cocheneal is-made, is found very
commonly 3 and if care was taken, very great quanti-
ties might be made. - the indigo plant grows exceeding
well ; and ’tis thought, if rightly improved, we might
be fupplied with both the aforefaid commodities, not
only to an{wer our home-confumption, but with large

- quantities for re-exportation, the country has plenty
of iron mine in it; and would produce excellent -

hemp and flax, if encouragement was given for raif-
ing it. it lies as convenient as any of our colonies in
America for carrying on the {kin trade, and fupplying
the Indian nations with Englith commodities. the
rice trade, fince it hath been made an. enumerated

‘commodity, is under great difcouragement; for it

cannot be fent direétly to Portugal and Spain, as for-
merly ; and it will notbear the charge of bringing
home and refhipping, unlefs it be at the time when
the crops in the Milanefe and Egypt prove bad. -

The enumeration was obtained - by a captain (a)
of a fhip employed by a company then trading . to
Carolina ; for feveral fhips going from England thi-
ther, and purchafing rice for Portugal, prevented the
aforefaid captain of a loading. upon his coming
bome, he poflefleda member of (b) Parliament (who
was very frequently employed to prepare bills) with
an opinion, that carrying rice directly to Portugal was

a prejudice to the trade of England, and prwately got, -

(a) Cole. (b ) Mr. Lowndes,

’tis faid the fly,
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a claufe into an act(c) to make it an enumemte&come
modity ; by which means  he fecured a freight to
himfelf, but the confequence proved a valt lofs to the

nation ; and  that trade is not fuppofed to be one

third part of ‘what it might have been by this time.
now this could not have happened, if that gentleman
who brought in that claufe had underftood the nature
and circulation of trade, he would then have known,
that it is much more the intereft of the Englith mer-
chant to fell his ricein Portugal, and have the money
remitted thence, than it is to have it brought to Eng-
land, afterwards thipped to Holland, Hamburgh, or
Portugal for the dlﬂ'erence in the frelght and charges
is at lealt soper cent. *

N. B. as Carolina is like to become the property of
the crown, the rich grounds that lic under the

- Apulachean hills; and thro™ Virgina, etc. are in-
 viting places for raifing filk,hemp and flax, the air
bemgaccounted healthy and pure, and the country

~ is large enough to canton out into diftinct lots all "~

"the inhabitants we fhall be capable of feliding,
~ from ‘whence they” will have the convenience of
* fending all their goods down by navigable rivers,

“whichwouldalfo be a f’eCUi'ity toour frontiersagainft

the incroachments of the' Prench who he on the
 other fidethofe mountams. ST

(c) 3.4, 2, A alt for contnzzzztzg tlve duty on low wmca,
coffee, teayete.
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~CHAP. XVIL e
Trade between England and Penfilvania.
Penfilvania within forty years has made wonder-
ful improvements; they have built a large and regular
city ; they havecleared great tra@tsofland, and raifed
very great quantitiesof wheat and other provifions ;
and they have, by way of Jamaica, beat outa very
great trade for their corn and provifions to the Spa-
nifh Weft-Indies ; and if this trade be properly nurfed
up, it may draw the Spanifh coaft very much to de-
pend on usfor a fupply of flower, bifket, etc. which
may be of great advantage tous.

- Itis already attended:with that good confequence,‘
that it hath fupplied them with gold and filver, which
is. frequently brought home by our trading thips from

thence, and has very ‘much enlarged their demands

upon - us for broad-cloth, kerfies, druggets, ferges,

ftuffs, and manufactures of all forts, . vety
They {upply the Sugar-Plantations with pipe and

" barrel ftaves, and other lumber ; with flower, bisket,
pork, etc. but thisis not fufficient for their cloathing,

and therefore are forced to make .fomething by their
ovw‘r;klabour«;and induftry to anfwer thatend. .
T CH A P. XVIIIL. :
. Tracle between England, New-Ferfey, aml New-York..
The provinces of New-Jerfey and New-York pro-
duce much the fame with Penfilvania, and their traf-
fick is much the fame ; we have what money they.
can raife to buy our manufadtures for their clothing ;
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and What they further want, they are forced to manu-~
fa&ure for themfelves, as. the aforefaid colonies do.

C H A P. XIX.
Tiadé bet-ween England and New-England.

. ‘New-England takes from: us all forts of woollen
manufactures, linnen, fail-cloth and cordage for rig-
ging their {hips, haberdafhety, etc. to raife money to
pay for what ‘they take of us, they are forced to vifit
the Spanifh coafts, ‘where they pick up any commo-

~ dity they can trade for. they catry lumber and pro-

vifions to the Sugar Plantations ;: exchange provi-
fions for logwood with the logwood cutters at Cams~
peachey. theyfend pipe and barrel ftaves, and fith, to
Spain, Portugal, and the Streights. they’ fend pitch,

tar, and turpentine, to England, with fome fkins: but

all thofe commodities fall very fhort of purchafing their

cloathing in England ; and therefore what other ne- -
ceflaries they want, they are forced to. manufa@ure
for themfelves, as'the afore- mentxoned colomes.~

CH A P XX. ,

Trade between England and Afrz’caﬁ"
- Our trade with Africais very profitable to the na-
tion in general: it has this advantage, that it carries

no money out, and not only fupplys our plantations -

with fervants, but brings in a great deal of bullion
for thofe that are fold to the Spanifh Weft-Indies, be-
fide gold duft, and other commodities, as redwood,

teeth, Guinea grain, etc. fome of which are re-expor-
- ted. the fupplying our plantations: with negroes is of
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that extraordinary advantage tous, that the planting
fugar and ‘tobacco, and carrying on -trade ‘there,

~could not be fupported without them 3 which Plan-
“tations, as I have elfewhere obferved, are the great

caufes of the increafe of the riches of the kmgdom.
there has been great ftruggles by the African company
to engrofs that trade to themfelves ; ; by which means
they would not only prevent the large profits thatare
brought into the nation by the trade private adven-~

tarers drive thither, but would alfo be one great means.

of ruining our plantations ; for, as I have already ob-
ferved, our plantations are fupported by the ‘labour
of ﬂaves, and our profit either more or lefs, according

. to the numbers there employed ; and as the trade is

riow drove on by private adventurers, ‘they pufh it
with all “imaginable vigour ; and the planters have
not only very great numbers of flaves hfought in,
but they are alfo afforded them at moderate prices,
but if this trade fhould fall into the hands of the com-
pany, the management, I am afraid, would be as it

. hasbeen in fome other companies, carried on to-the

enriching particular perfons, who toooften trade away

‘the' company’s eftates 5 whereas private traders put
“themfelves into all methods of frugality, induftry, and

good management ; which indeed evidently appears
by the trade the company drove, and what private
adventurers have done: for the company at beft, by

what T apprehend, never traded for above five orfix *
thoufand negroes yearly, whereas private adventurers

D
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have traded for thirty thoufand or upwards: and if
ever our trade fhould come to be put under a com-

pany, T fhall take it for -granted, that our improve-

ments in the plantations, - which is carried on by the
labour of negroes, wo}uld foon decline.
| CH AP, XXIL
Trade between England and Eaft«India. -

As the greateft empires, and the valteft numbers

.of people are found in that part of the world called
Afia, I was ready - to fpend my thoughts upon. the
notions fome have of the advantages that might be
drawn to us by the induftry of the Englifh ‘nation
in trading from one kingdom to-another 3 but confi-
dering, that trade is limited by charter, I {hall only
touch upon fome. particulars. we fend very great
quéntities of bullion thither, as well as fome manu-
factures of this kingdom, which purchafe there, at
_very low prices, the produdts and' manufatures of India
‘and China, which are brought home in our own na-
vigation ; out of which we fupply ourfelves with muf-
lins, callicoes, and other cotton cloaths, fufficient for
our own confumption ; as alfo with coffee, tea, and
raw filk; and, it.is fuppofed, fell to foreigners as

“many - of the faid commodities as repay  for. all the.

“bullion fhipped out, and leave with us befide a vely
confiderable ballance upon that trade. e
Bengal raw filk is bought at very low pnces there,

‘and is very ufeful in carrymg on the manufacures of -

: tlns kingdom..
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- China {ilk is of excellent ftaple, = and comes at.
little above one third of the price of Italian Piedmont
filk. the duty of Bengal raw filk being one third more,
and China near three timesas much as that ofJtalian,
hinders our: being fupplied fo fully as we ought,
and is a great'damage to the nation ; for we pay the
duke of Savoy all ‘ready money for whative have

‘from him,which as effectually drains us of our bullion,

as the India or China trade does ; with this-aggrava=
tion, that almoft three pounds of China {ilk may be
purchafed for the money that one pound of Pledmont
ﬁlkcoﬁs us. - :

- Altho” filver is-not fent out dxre&ly to Pledmont,

~ as it is to India, yet in fact itis the fame thing ; for -

the ballance of fome other trade is carried - thither,
which otherwife: would be remitted tous.’: ..~
» The filk of China will anfwer, in moft refpe&‘s,
the ufe of Italian filk, provided we could be fupplied
with the fine raw {ilk of which they make. their da-
matfks, fattins; and other fine manufactures, which by
the curiofity of thofe filks, muft come up to the good-a-
nefs of Italian filk. . o
The China filk that we. commonly receive, is pur«»
chafedﬂ at Canton, the neareft-port we trade toin Chi-
na; buttheir fine filk is'made in the provinces. of
Nankin and Chekiam, where their fine manufactures
are carried on, and where prodigious quantities of
raw filk are made, and the beft in all China. we have
never imported any of the fuperﬁne here,. but two. Qr
D2
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three fhips have brought extraodinary good, the beft
of which,-we are informed, was brought from Amoy;

and doubtlefs, if encouragement was given for the im=
portation of that fine filk, -it might be thrown. here,
and. our manufadtures carried ‘on at a fmall expence.
to the nation: the countries of Chekiam and Nankin

that procuce it, are much to the northward of the

places we now trade to, and near Chufan, about five

or fix hundred miles to the northward.of Canton, an

ifland in which we: formerly had -a fa&ory, and were.

admitted to trade.

That country is very cold in wmter, and I havc:

been inforimed, fome of our-woollen goods have fold

very well there, e{'pecxally out callimancoes and long‘
ells. . et :

near the heart of the empire, where the greateft trade
is drove; and Nankin being the Metropolis of trade in

that country, as London is 'in England, fhe fends

out her manufactures and merchandize to Canton, as
wedo to;ﬁBri{}ol, and other out-ports. but as Canton
is the nearelt port, fome captains and fupercargoes
raife objections againft going further down the coaft,
alledging that it isa difficult pilotage, and in danger
of lofing their paffage back that year ; that the Man-
darins, and other officers, impofe upon them, which
makes it difficult totrade with them. but when private

traders had liberty to go to China, they were of an~ -
other opinion ; they went to thofe places where they

* Befides, the countries of Chekxam and Nankm arg
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could get ‘moft money; and the people of Chufan
{where the merchants of Nankin as well as of Ham-
cheu and Nimpo, two other great trading cities, lodge
great quantities of merchandize) would be as ready
to cultivate a correfpondence with our captains and -
-fupercargoes, as the people of Canton are ; and it is
hoped we may find as much encour agement to trade
to thofe parts, as we now do to Canton, their inte-
reft being the fame among them all. A trade of this
nature cannot be immediately fettled,good and prudent
management and time muft do that. fome of our in-
genious gentlemen have found, that feveral of our
commodities, as well as our woollens, would do very
well towards the heartof China; and to fpeak freely,
every lover of his country ought to have the advan-
tage thereofin view, as well as his own private gain,
if thistrade could be fixed, and any quantities vended
in that vaft country, and the fine filk above-menti-
oned .imported, it would exceedingly add to- the
profits we already receive by the Indian trade, and
bring thofe advantages with it, that may enable us
to vye with any kingdoms in Europe in the filk manu-
faGures ; for as cheapnefs and goodnefs always gives

~ preference, filk fo imported from China would an~-

{wer in both refpe&s. and it is to be hoped, improve-
ments of this kind would be readily undertaken by
the company, and be an acceptable fervice to them,
as well as to the nation in general.

The licences given by - the company to private
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30  TRADE
merchants, to carry on a coafting trade In India, has
been of great advantage to this nation, and feveral
merchants that tranfported themfelves  thither, have
by that means been abled not only to pay ‘debts here,
but alfo put themfelves into a way of ralﬁna fortunea
for themfelves and families. S
' CHA P XXIT,
French faﬂzzons Ptl’lliClOt'tS to England.
chrcely any thing is more furprizing, than-our
fondnefs of French faﬂnons. Monf. ~Colbert, that
great and able mxmﬁer, faw how much’ we were at-
tached to them. 1tfo far prevaxled in the reign of King
Charles the fecond, “that ‘our’ fa(hlon—mongers were
forced to go to France feveral times in the year to fee
what was fit for our court and quiality to wear’; ‘which
occafioned the laymg cut of large fums of money m
the rich filk manufactures of that kin gdom. ‘ ‘
As fon as thofe ﬁlks came ‘over, our-weavers got
the fz aﬁnon, and made filks to the French patterns~
but before they’ could dlfpofe of them the French
artfully invented other new fafhion’d filks, which pre-
vented the fale of " thofe fade here, ‘and difcouraged
the E nghih ‘manufa&urers, by changmg fafhxons fo of-

“ten upon them, that they could make very little of the

ﬁlk manufaé*ures here in th'lt King’s reign.”

Upon a debate concerning the improvement of
trade and commerceinFrance, the King being prefent,
a trade to the Laﬁ-lndles was propofed as well as
feveral other nnprovements. we -are told” Monf Col-

TS -
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bert delivered his thoughts, that the ‘moft {peedy way
of increafing the riches of the kingdom, was the find-
ing out of manufadtures for employing the poor, and
fetting the idle people to WOrk; that as flax, {ilk,

and wooll, were  the moft confiderable, he fhouldas

much as poffible produce thofe. commodities in- his
own country: and as manufacures come -to’ be made
and worn in his court, the Englith nation would fall
into the wearing of them alfo, which would be the
molt certain way of enriching his kingdom, and ab‘unk-
dantly exceed all the advantages that could be expeét-
ed by an, Indian trade. accordingly they were put to

work. the French. King himfelf; to fet an example,

would - wear nothing but what was the manufaCture
of France ; {o fond was he of promoting them, that

-even upon - the death of his mother, when he . was

told they wgn,ted Englifh cloth for»méumi‘ng,; he po-
fitively forbad his court from wearing any other than

‘the manufacture of France, immediately ordered a fuit

to be made for himfelf ; and when put on, defired his

courtiers would come and feehow well it fitted, and

which of his {ubje&s thought it not. good enough for
them ; and ’tis {aid took particular notice of thofe who
appeared earlieft in cloth or ftuff of their own manu-
facturing.. © . . L
Upon the acceﬂion of King Wllham to. the throue,
the parliament of England made laws with great pe-

nalties on fuch as fhould trade ordeal in French ala-

modes or luftrings, in order to eftablifh that manufac-
ture here. - N '
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The French King, on the: other hand, ,g’a\we afl
imaginable encouragement to his manufactures at Ly-
ons, etc. and to the fmugglers to carry on' the trade,
and run them into England. whena whole knot was

broke, he gave atone time, ‘as we have been well af-

fured, forty" thoufand piftoles to fupply them ‘with a
new flock, and fupport the carrying on that trade.”

- It being a-difficult thing to give thofe filks a pro-
per luftre, and the luftring company having gotaRe-
fugee, a mafter. at the bufinefs, the French being in-
formed of it, were never quiet till they 'had tempted
him away into Switzerland ; (for being a proteﬁant
he. would not go into France) when they had him
there; hewas {oon putout of the way, and never heard
of afterwards. - : =

‘Muflins having obtained to be the general wear of
Europe, and the Englith Eaft-India company’ havmg

the importation of the greateft quantities of fuperfine .

muflins, had not only the advantage of wearing what
was neceffary for home confumption, at a very fmall
expence, but exported large quantmes to moﬁ of the
countries of Europe, ~ . "

- The French nation was fond of wearmg muflins

to an extaordinary degree, {o that it became the' ge-.

neral fafhionin France. this occafioned their laying
afide gentings and cambricks of their own manufac-

ture. in England there was hardly fucha thing worn
~ then, -except a little for pocket handkerchiefs. the
French King, who watched all opportunities for im-
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proving the trade of his country, grew very uneafy
to {ee the wearing of  muflins prevail fo much in
his kingdom, and did all he could, by his own ex-
ample, and other methods, toencourage the confump-
tion of gentings, cambricks, etc. but he found the -
work fo difficult, that he was forced from time to time
to renew his edi&s. SR

A fevereedi&t was fet forththe 9th of Auguf’r1709,
another the 28th of April 1710, and another the 29th
of March 1712 ; but being too weak to effe® the
work, he fet forth another the 11th of June 1714;in
which the penalties in the former adts are enumerated,
and a great fine laid upon the wearer. one ediét after
another brought the people at laft into the zwzarmg of
cambricks, etc. I

By the time the peace: was fettled beﬁwcen Eng- |
land and France, an over-fond inclination in multi=
tudes to fee the French court carried them thithers
they that were firft mafters of French fafhions, thought
they had found out a great fecret, and turning them~
felves as much as poffible into Frenchmen in their
modes and drefs, they came home, and gave large ac»
counts of what was wornat the French court; and a-
mong the reft, that muflinswere out of fathion, and
cambricks altogether in wear ; and asa demonfiration
thereof, thewed their cambrick neck-cloths, ruﬂies, etc.
made for them in France. ‘

The fight of thefe French fafhions operated won=
derfully upon the minds of numbers of our people, and
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34 . T RADE
nothing would fatisfy them but. the fame drefs. this

foon diffufed itfelf over the nation; thus French fa-

fhions, after they had been difufed during the war,
creptin, and muflins, that coft but a trifle in India,
brought home in our own navigation, (befides a vaft

quantity for re-exportation) were thruft out of wearat

home, and difcouraged by our example abroad ; and
lawns and cambricks, that coft from five to twenty
hillings per -yard, became our general wear, for no
other reafon but becaufe the French wore them.

They bave been improving the growth-of Mul-
berry trees, and increafing the produce of their filk.
ever fince Henry the fourth’s time j and in Lewis the
fourteenth’s.time, ‘Monf. Colbert continued the im-

provement thereof with great fuccefs, and made that

extraordinary progrefs therein, that they now raife-

enough to carry on their manufactures with their own

filk, as we do ours with our wooll; and though filk

manufactures were heretofore - chiefly the wear of
women, they found it their intereft. to run into the
making of filk garments for menalfo. in the fummer

their nobility and gentry wear {ilk grograms and.
paduafoys for codts, waftecoats, and: breeches, and-
in the winter-velvets ; doubtlels being very fenfible,

whatever fafhions were invented -in France, would
foon be fallen into by the Englith nation, g

The French are very fenfible of the afcendancy
they have over us in this refpe¢t. how few have we

- that gointo France, if they make any ftay there, but -

P .

e

.
PRI SE I L

‘ CON-SIDERED. 3%

come dreffed up in French»ﬁuffsandf French airs s

but if any of the French come here, the ‘meaneft of
them {corn to take up any of our Englith fafhions. -

This is a moft fubftantial reafon, . that .we. fhould

not expeé foreign nations to {end.to us for. new fa-

thions, or fathionable goods ; the French, our com-

| petitors in trade, can. tell them with pleafure, the

Engliﬂlfhave‘.therﬁ all from France. it was certainly
a mafter-piece in the French to keep this nation de=
pendant on them for their fathions 3 how little foever
fome may think of this, it has drawn many thoufand
pounds -yearly into France, and leflened our. trade
with foreign nations. o

I might give many other mﬂances to fhew the
many arts the French. have ufed to gain a place. with
thofe nations they ' trade withal ; and if they cannot
effect it by one means, they are never at reft till they
can by another. x : :

1t is very well known, the Spamards always ha-
tcd the levity natural to the French, and  therefore all
their art. and fkill could never induce.them to quit.
their grave habits, cloaks of bays, and the reft of the
Spanifh garb, to put on French fathions ; and as they.
could not draw them over to wear. their ftuffs and
manufactures, we fee the pains they took to place
one of the houfe of Bourbon upon the Spamfh throne,
‘whofe French courtiers have taken great pains to
change the affetions of the Spaniards from their own
drefs, ,,'th;t\hgt; of the French. the fame methods they-
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take with the Indians, which lie on the back of our
fettlements, from the river Miflifippi to the river Ca.
nada, and fo down to  Cape Breton. S
As they made ufeof cardinal Portacarero to draw over
the Spaniards to receive a king from France, the leffer
priefts are placed among the Indians, to- draw them
over into amity and affeGtion to them ; they perfuade
as many as pofTible to be of the French religion ; they
oblige their people to marry with the Indians ; ‘and
where they cannot draw them into French cuf-
toms, they fall into theirs. they ufe all manner of

arts to e‘xpr'efs»theif kindnefs to {uch as come into .
their religion ; and, in fhort, they take all “mea-

fures to become one people. it is faid to be otherwife
in our colonies, efpecially New-England, et;c@ for we
are told, after they have perfwaded fome of them to

_embrace their religion, inftead of winning ways to

gain upon their affections, they often deride them for

being Indiansi." if it be fa&t, as I am afraid it is;itis

pity thofe people were not better inftructed; and if
our people cannot come upto the engaging waysthe
French ufe, yet at leaft that good manners were
fhewn to them. SRR R
7 ¢ H AP OXXUL
" Propofitions for better regztlati:zg’"arzd employing the poor.
As 1 have mentioned feveral inconveniences and
6bﬁru&ibns to our trade and commerce, I fhall now
fpeak‘ of fome methods to remedy the fame, and fhew

wherein the manufadtures, trade, and ‘navigation of

this kingdom may be enlarged.
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_*The firft and greateft will be in finding effectual
ways for employing our poor, and putting all the hands
to work, either at home or in the Flantations, who
cannot fupport themfelves: and as. in the following
difcourfe I have had in view the raifing and producing

~ great plenty of materials in our Plantations for fetting’

the poor: to work, the feveral employments arifing

from hemp, flax, filk, etc. will afford fuch variety,

that there will be enough, not only for the robuftand
firong, but for the weakly, and even for children and
doubtlefs a good example and perfeverance in the

rules of induftry will change the very inclinations of
thofe idle vagrant perfons, who now run. about the

kingdom, and {pend their time, and what money they

canany way come at, upon their debauches. we fee all
‘wife governments haveand do follow this pradtice..the

Dutch have brought their poor under fuch regulations,
that there is fcarcely a beggar to be feenin the whole
United Provinces ; for thatno other nation may under-

~ work: them, they take all imaginable care to keep

all materials for manufactures as low as poffible, and

lay their taxes uponfuch things as the people cannot

fubfift without, as eatables, firing, etc. very well
knowing that hunger and cold will make people work
to {upply their neceflities. Flanders and Hambourgh
purfue the fame meafures for fupprefling idlenefs and
beggary. Queen Elifabeth made good laws for re-
ftraining vagrants, fturdy beggars, and all loofe, idle,
diforderly people, by eredting work-houfes in feveral
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counties of thekingdom, to keep them to hard labour.
indeed it is faid the laws in force do not impower the
mafters of work-houfes to adminifter corretion. to
fuch as will-not work,. which it is hoped will now be
recified. nothwithftanding this was not provided for,
her wife miniftry had. confidered the advantages that
would accrue to the natxon, by reforming the loofe
manners of the meaner people, and employing them.
ini fuch profitable works- and manufactures as would.
enrich the kingdom; and -render it confiderable, by
enlarging our trade, and fupplying foreign markets.
‘with-our woollen goods; and other produéts of the na-
tion; for theturning the pradtice of this fort of people
from idlenefs to labour, ' is alfo turning their»minds !
and inclinations from lewdnefs to virtue. - . =

It has been remarked by our clothiers ancI other ,

manufadturers, that when corn has been cheap, they

havevhad great difficulty to get their {pinning, and -
other work done for the poor could buy provifion .
enough with two or three days wages:to ferve thema

week, and would fpend the reft in-idlenefs, drinking,

etc. but when coxn’l1a5~beeni‘dear~,‘ ‘they-have been
' f(jrced‘fto »'ﬁidg all ‘the week at it ; and the clothiers-
have had more work done with all the eafe that could:

- be defired, and the conftant application to bufinefs had

fixed their minds fo:much to it, that they have noty;

~ only had moneyenough to purchafe food, but alfo to
prov‘ide“thémfe]ves with cloaths and other neceffaries,

whereby to live comfortably. fome few other regulati-,
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ons were added in the reign of King James the firft,

as well as in the reigns of King Charles the firfk and

fecond; and many good ones were added in the reigns
of King William and Queen Anne, for ftrengthening
the former laws, and keeping the poor to their proper

fettlements, {trictly enjoining the juftices of peace,

eon{’rables, and other officers, to put the feveral laws
in execution, and for levying fundry fines to which they

- were liable. butnotwithftanding we have fo manyex-
cellent laws, great numbers of fturdy beggars, loofe'

and vagrant perfons; . infeft the nation, but no- place

more than the city of London and parts adjacent. if

any: perfon is born with- any defedt or deformity; or
maimed’ by fire or any other cafualty » or'by any

-inveterate dx(’cemper, which renders them miferable

objects, " their way is open to London, where they

have free: liberty of fhewing their naufeous fights to

terrify people, and force them to give money to get
rid of them ; and thofe vagrants have for- many years

paft- removed out of feveral parts of the three king-

doms, and taken their ftations in this metropolis, to
the- interruption of converfation and bufinefs. this
muft proceed from the very great negle of the infe-

rior officers in and about this city, who ought to put .

the laws in execution ; for in thofe places where ma-
giftrates takecare to keeprconﬁables, and other officers,
to their duty, they have little or no trouble of this
kind, ‘efpecially where there are work-houfes,

‘The magiftrates of Briftol have that city under
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fuch excellent regulation, that foreiph beggars dare
not appear; they are not troubled with obnoxious
- fights, {fo common  with us : their work-houfes are
terrible enough to them ; for as foon as any of them
are efpied in the city, they are taken up and whipt :
and where-ever work-houfes have -been built, (if well
direfted) the parifh rates have been much leffened 3

CONSIDERED.
by aét of parliament, it is a great pity that fo pro-
fitable an inftitution was not made general through the
nation, that fo there might be no pretence forany beg-
gar toappear abroad. their example is very pernicious;
for what they get by begging is confumed commonly
in" ale-houfes; gin-fhops, etc. and one drunken beggar
is an inducement to a great many to follow the fame

PR E e e S R e

and doubtlefs when the mafter of the work-houfe, and
others under him, come to be experienced in the fe-
veral employments the poor are put to, and perform
their duty with integrity, there will be little occafion
to walte the parith money upon perfons that are able
to work ; and even children would foon come to fpin,
or do fomething for a maintenance. the Quakers
work-houfe in the city of London is an example of
thiskind ; the poor orphans amoeng theém, a5 well as
the childrenof - fuch poor as are notable to fubfift them,
- areputtotheir work-houfe,where theyare tay ghttoread
and write certain hoursof the day,and at other times are
put to {pin, or other employments ; and it is found by

trade. nobody is more defirous the poor fhould be plen-
tifully provided for than myfelf ; andif the prefent al-
lowance is not fufficient,it would bemuch better to aug-
ment it, and bring them to live in a more regular way,
than to fuffer thofe ftrollers to go about begging from
doorto door. 1 havefeen alittlebook writ bythat wor-
thy father  of his country Sir Matthew Hale ; wherein
he lays-down propofitions for eredting work-houfes,
viz. that the juftices at their quarter feflions might dif-
tribute the parifhesin their {everal counties into feve-
ral divifions, in each of which there mightbe a work~
‘houfe for the ufe of their refpective divifions, that isto i
fay, two, three, four or-five parifhes toa work-houfe, g"g
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l experience, - that the children who can change their according to the greatnefs or fmallnefs of the parifhes 5%
‘ employments from their books to their fpinning, etc. - wherein they: are placed. there:are feveral other good f&?
are as well fatisfied therewith, as if they had fo much rules laid down by him for the government of fuch it
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time allowed them for play 5 and the emulation who
fhall do moft and beft, feems to be as much regarded by
‘them ; and they have as great a defire to excell one
another, as other children have at their moft pleafing -

‘work-houfes; and for fetting the poor to work, with
methods for raifing a ftock for employing them, which
might be improved to the very great advantage of the
_publick: however, where the people are in the greateft
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ing relieved from thofe vagrants, asthe city of London,
and adjacent parts, as is before hinted. if the work-
houfe in Bifhop{gate-fireet isnot large enough for ho‘ld—‘
ing and corre@ting all thofe diforderly perfons, it is
pity but another work-houfe was added for the city,
and that every large parifh round the city was obli-
ged to build one for receiving of their own poor, as
well as for corredting all thofe ftrollers. the difficulty
will be to find out a method for better putting the
laws in execution. I muft confefs, T think, the error
is in depending upon Conftables : they are men of
bufinefs, and have families to fupport ; none of them
take the office upon them but with regret; and if they
can fiid money, rather buy off than ferve in their
own perfons ; if they are forced to ferve, when the

faws againft vagrants {hould be put inexecution, the

Conftable is about his-own bufinefs ; and, if poflible,
will not be found. I therefore think that the Conftable
fhould riot be depended upon in this cafe, but that the
swhole care fhould be committed to the beadle of every
ward, and their under-beadles, with an augmentatiox%
of their falaries, to make it worth their while to put the

laws in execution againft all fuch loofe people :-and,
as T have obferved, our tradefmen commonly fine off,

ifthey can, from ferving Conflable ; on the contrary,
the place of beadle of a ward is a place of value, énd
very much folicited for, and men of good charatters
‘are recommended to- it. the like ftruggle is made in
parifhes upon choice of theirbeadle ; and if the beadle

CONSIDERED. 43

of each parifh had alfoa further allowance for keepe

ing the parithes clear of beggars, in my opinion, it
would be the likelielt way effeCtually to remedy the
great diforder we are now under. by the prefentlaws,

every perfon that takes up a vagrant is intituled to the

fum of two'{hillings,’ to be paid by the conftable.

now if the beadle was direGted to pay the faid two

fhillings, inftead of the conftable, and the church-
warden to repay him, and charge it in his parifh ac-
count, and the faid beadle.to carry fuch beggar, or
other vagrant, to the work-houfe, there to be fet to
work, itwould undoubte‘d‘ly clear the {treetsof fuchva-
grants : and thebeadle fhould be fubjected to a pc;nal«ty,}
if hedid not exert his utmoft endeavour to take up
fuch ftrolling beggars, upon information given him
of fuch being feen in his ward, and even tobe turned
out of his place for continued neglecs ; and doubt-

lefs every aldermanin the city would encourage fo ne-

ceflary a regulation, and fee that his beadle does his
duty, and keeps his ward clear of fuch vagrants. but
as to thofe creatures that go about the {treets to thew
their maimed limbs, naufeous fores, ftump hands or
feet, or any other deformity, I am of opinion, that
they are by no means objects fit to go abroad ; and.
confidering the frights and pernicious impreﬂionsi
which fuch horrid fights have given . to pregnant wo-
men, (and fometimes even to the disfiguring of infants
inthe Womb) fhould move all tender hufbands to defire
the redrefs of this enormity, and to look upon thisas
Fa
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a charity fit to be provided for in the firft place, by
ere@ing an hofpital on purpofe for receiving and
ftricly confining fuch people from all parts: of the na-
tion; who wander about to extort money by expofing
thofe difmal fights ; and as it is probable that one
large houfe would receive and fupport all fuch mife-

rable objeds, fome*fmall addition might bemade to '

the parifh rates, or fome national colleétion - orde-

.red toanfwer that charge, and all counterfeits (as there

are many) of this kind deferve to be tranfported.
/ C H A P. XXIV.

Tncreafe of the Fome confumption of fugar very great. re-expor-

*tation funk to" little or nothing. the remedy propofed.

' 'We gained the fugar trade from the Portuguefe.,
who fupplied moft part of Europe with their Brazil
fugars, -according to Sir Jofiah Child’s account, they
commonly imported into Europe one hundred; or one
hundred and twenty thoufand chefts annually, and
fold their whites from feven to eight pounds per hund-

red 5 butas the Englifh plantations increafed in ma- -

king fugars, they brought the price. of thofe of i.the
Brazils to fifty fhillings or three pounds per hundred;
and fince that time we have beat them out. of almoft

all that trade on this fide the Streights-Mouth.: but.

ftill they have a confiderable trade up the Levant, which
is fecured to them by being fo muchnearer thofe mar-
Kets than we 3 and our Turkey merchants, as-1 am
informed, buy confiderable quantities of them, as well
as of the French at Marfeilles, which they tranfport
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to Turkey. but before we could beat the Brazil
fugars out of thofe parts of Europe, our planters of
Barbadoes and other iflands, were forced to fell theirs
fo low as {ix, feven, or eight fhillings per hundred ;
and the low price the Englifh fold theirs at difcoura=
ging the Brazil planters from going on, and putting
them upon other methods of bufinefs, they happened
to find out their mines of gold, which have fucceeded
beyond expedation. the confumption of  fugars in-
creafing, gave us an opportunity of raifing ours exceed~
ingly. : o B
-This advance of fugars encouraged the French to
inlarge their plantations at Martinico, ‘Guardalupa;
etc. from whence France had not only a fufficient fup-

+ ply for their own confumption, but brought a confide-

rable treafure into that kingdom. . - TS
-~ This fuccefs put the French.upon feizing part of

the ifland of Hifpaniola, which being very fertile, and .
proper forf{ugar, inclined fome planters tofettle there ;

but wanting {tocks to tranfport themfelves, and to ere&

works, we are told the king paid for the paffage ofall
fuch as'were willing to fettle themfelves -and families

in thofe colonies, with an allowance for provifions
and other neceflaries for maintaining them a whole
year after their arrival, befides other large encourage-
ments ; which foon put them upon making fuch quan-
tities of fugar, that they have of late years generally
underfold us in the markets of Hambourgh, Holland,
Flanders, etc. which, about thirty-five or forty years
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ago, were Idﬁeﬂy {upplied by us. ifa view was to be
taken ;of our importation then, and our home-con-
fumption, I am informed that two thirds of what our
plantations produced, was rc-,expo,rtgd',;: but when the
war began with France, our re-exportation very foon

decreafed; and the prize-fugars taken by the French

from us, not only helped to fill the markets we ufed
to {fupply, but greatly enriched them,
As the declenfion of this trade is vifible, : nd the

éanger of lofing it too apparent, without fome fpeedy

care, I am humbly of opinion, there can be no other

‘way toretrieve it, but by enlarging our plantations,

and not only vye with the French in foreign markets,
but, if poflible, to be.at them out, as we formerly did
the Portugnefe. .~ . o

Our planters are fo far from bem g concerned at the
decay of our foreign trade, that they have complain-
ed too many fugars were made ; and we may conclude,
will make what intereft they can with their governors

“and. others, to prevent their making and fettling any

new plantations : if they can fupply enough for home-
confumption at a great price, it anfwers their purpofe.
the ifland of Barbadoes is very much worn out, and

does not afford the quantity of fugars as heretofore 3 .

and yet the planters live in great {plendor, andat vaft

~expence, while the French, under the remembrance of

their poverty on their firft fetdement of Hifpaniola,
continue to live very frugally, and by their Jabour, in-
duftry,and fertility of their{oil,are able to underfell us.
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theonly places we can think of where we may enlarge
our fugar-plantations, are Tobago, which is an extra-
ordinary rich-and fertile ifland, with an excellent
harbour, abounding with good water ; and, we' are
told, fome of the Bahama iflands would produce very
good fugar, and very large tradts of land in Jamaica
remain untouched; efpecially on the North fide. but
that ‘which would enable us moft effectually to retrieve
our {upplying the markets of Europe, would be  the
raifing fugar-plantations on the South part of Caro-
lina, provided the climate be hot enough forit.

‘We have made enquiry of a great many planters,

‘whoare generally of opinion, that no country produces

fugar where there are frofts; but on the contrary we

* are informed, that the province of Nankin in China
produces excellent fugars, tho’ the country is focold in

winter, that it is faid the great rivers have been frozen

over, and that the province of Penfab or Lahore pro-

duces the beft fugars in all India, as well as the beft
indigo in the world, which lies much about the fame

latitude with the fouthermoft parts of Carolina,

There has been fugars made upon the ifland of
Madera, as well ‘as in Old Spam, Where alfo- they are
fubje& to frofts. :

Ifthofe countries produce ﬁxgars, I can fee no reas
fon why the fouthermoft part of Carolina ‘fhould not -

produce them likewife, efpecially that fine tra& oftand

bordering upon the river of Port-Royal, a country a-
bounding with provifions ofall forts, where negroes
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and fervants may be maintained ata’ fmall charge,
It is highly worth making the experiment," to

preferve a-tradé that has brought fo muchtreafure in-

to the kingdom : but this can never be done without

the affiftance of the government ; for if France gives

thofe large bounties and ‘enchragementé ‘to fuch as

‘plant their fettlements, having vaft traéts of unculti- -

vated land in Petit-Guavus, they will out- do any pn-

. vate planters from this kingdom, -

It is faid, before the war ten or twelve millions
of pounds was’as muchas we fpentat home annually;
but of late our confumption hath been about fixty
millions' of pounds; and our: re-exportatlon ﬁ:arcely
one {ixth part of that, , R

If the encreafe of our luxury was equal to this in
other things, the nation would be reduced to a mife-

‘rable condition. formerly there were large quantities
‘of indigo made at Jamaica, and very good ; but the

firft pl‘ant'ers-h’aving grown ‘ 'riéh‘ Wel‘e'*’n'egligent in
numbers of' poor. people, at the chargeof the crown,
‘to Hifpaniola, they foon fell upon ' that manufacture,
and underfold our Jamaica planters {fo much, that
‘they beat them out of the trade 3 fo that what we now
receive under the name of Jamaica indigo, is generally
made by the French, as I am credibly informed, and
our plantations come to nothing, as well as ‘thofe of
our cocoa nuts, a great part of whxch wealfo have ﬁ'om

-the French, -
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‘4 The minifters of France know very well, that
i when planters grow rich and opulent, they will na-
| turally be above their bufinefs ; and therefore that
wife nation hath taken careto fupply the places
of fuch in- their colonies, at the expence of the
crown, asI have already faid ; and if we have any
regard for our plantations, we muft enter into the
like meafures, and find out land for fome poor in-
duftrious families, who will renew thofe plantations,
and raife enough of the two Jaft commodities to fup-
ply our own confumption. doubtlefs the places Ihave
already mentioned would produce enough, if induftri-
ous poor people were fent over to undertake it, and
money lent them to purchafe negroes, as the French
- do to theirs.

N. B. For the better explananon of our importations of
fugar, and the decay of our re-exportations, I
thought convenient to give here the imports and
exports for the years 1720, 1721,and 1722, that
every body may feethe vaft quantity we confume
at home, and how our exportations are decreafed ;
and I aminformed the three preceding years, and
three following, are not more advantageous to us
than thofe Thave mentioned. '

Home con-
Import, - ‘Export. {famption,
1720 703286 0 161121778 © 9 581508 o 7
1721 497540 2 21| 66743 3 11430796 3 10
1722 616893 2 22| 83609 2 5 [533284 © 17
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: CH A P. XXV.

Propaﬁzls for enlarging our plantation trade, and making it more
profitable to England, by firengthening ﬂ:e alt of navigation,
and obliging all fhips that touch at Portygal efc. to come to
Great- Britain, before they ﬁmll return to the plantations.

I fhall here obferve a branch of trade which has

notbeen fufficiently taken notice of, T mean the trade '

drove between the plantatwns, Portugal, Spain,
and the Streights. I would not be underftood as if I

*defigned to prevent the carrying of any fort of goods

they now carry from the Plantations to Portugal,

etc. but on the contrary, I fhould think it greatly to
our advantage, that we were capable of fupplying
them with all the commodities and naval {tores they
have from the Baltick, which, by a proper regulatlon,
might eafily be done: and if pitch and- tar were
carried thither dire@ly; it would anfwer better than
having them brought homeand allowing ten fhillings
per barrel bounty, in order for their being afterwards
re-exported. the injury done to our trade now car-
ried on, is, that they difpofe of cargoes from New-
England, and frequently inveft part of the produce
in goods, which they meet with in thofe places, as I~
talian filks, French filks, ftaffs, druggets, India {ilk,

callico, French, Dutch, and Hambro® linnens, and*

the money that fhould be brought to us, is laid out in
foreign manufa@tures ; and inftead of coming to Old-
England, they go back and winter there, and fo by
degrees become mh_abxtants. it is therefore abfolutely
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neceflary, that fhips which trade between the Plan-

tations and any part of Europe, fhall be tied down
by the ftrongeft penalties, not to return again to the
Plantations without taking their clearings from fome
port of Great Britain « for if they are obliged to come
hither before they return, they will bring the pro-
duce of their cargoes with them, and of -confequence

lay it out with us ; and we fhall find, when they are -

debarred returning back again to the Plantations,
the fithery there will be carried on as formerly: for
fome of the old traders fay, a long time after the firft
fettling of New-England, it was cuftomary for our
fhips to go thither'and purchafe a loading of fith of
the New-Englandmen, who were then the fithermen
only, and we the merchants and navigators. fuch a

trade isnow carried on between England, Newfound-

land, and the Streights ; for a great many galleys go
to Newfoundland, there purchafe aloading of fifh for
the Streights, where they deliver their cargo, and
take a loading for England, Holland, or- the Baitick,
etc. and {o return home. if this regulation was made,
they would find it their intereft to ftick to their fith-

‘ing and coafting, which I am perfuaded would be

more to their advantage, than their voyages to the

Streights ; for where people have bufinefs enough

in avery few employments, it isthe fureﬂ: way to gain
riches.

As - the trade now ﬁ:ands, the Dutch and Hamv,

bm‘ghers freight our fhips to tranfport their goods ;
G2 '
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§3 TRADE
but if all thips were obliged to come home before they
return to the Plantations, the harbours of Portugal and
Spain would be always filled with Englifh fhips, and
would increafe the dependance of the Dutch and
Hamburghers forthefreight of their goods, and exceed-
ingly increafe our navigation. -it would alfe be a
very greatadvantage to us, to have our goods brought
home upon eafy freight from the Streights ; forif fhips
are obliged to come 'to England before they return,
" all the freight they makehither is clear profit. and fend-
ing goods thither may alfo be done with very great
advantage to us, for then fhips that go in ballaft to
the Plantations, {ail by the mouths of the harbours of
Portugal and Spain, and would be glad of the oppor-
tunity of taking a freight in their way, Whlch may be
done almoft without lofs oftime. SR

Weare fallen into the method of making ﬁne clayed
fugar in our ‘Plantations, but are excluded from the
advantage of having the Streights for a market, being
firlt obliged to bring them home, which, with -the
charge of entring, landing, houfing, etc. amount to
about twiceas much as the »ﬁ‘eightf would - be from our
Plantations thither. S

Now in as much as the greate(t part of the fhxps that
ufe the Barbadoes and Jamaica trades are large fri-
gate-like fhips, fit for the Streights ¢ trade ; if thofe

¥ N. B. To remove the jealoufy of thofe that fay the Plan-
tations may run away with our trade, if the enumeration be
taken off it is propofed, that all fhips that carry . emumeraied
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fugars were admitted to be carried direétly into the
Mediterranean, we might difpofe of large quantities
in Spain, Leghorn, and other parts of Italy, Sicily,
Venice, and even to Turkey, which would help to
pay for the currants, raifons, and other fruits wehave
from thence. A law was made fome time ago for
burning all the tobacco the merchant thought proper
to throw upon the crown, at r I per pound, the
reafon of which was, the planters had over-{tock’d the
market, and therefore this expedient was foundout;
but inftead thereof, if the enumeration had been taken

off, and our merchants had had liberty of fending that
‘tobacco which is called fcrubs, and - other ordinary

forts dire&ly to the Streights, the crown might have

« faved that money ; for doubtlefs a great deal might be

fold all along the coaft of Spain, within the Streights,
as well as Leghorn, -coafls of Italy and Africa, and
would beat out the Levant tobacco, ours being much
more valued but becaufe theirs is cheaper they now
fupply them ; for this round-about navigation, bring.
ing home, landing and re-fhipping, makes the freight
of ours as dear again as it would be to carry itdire&-
ly to the Streights ; and to be fure, double freight
upon a commodity of fo fmall walue, as effectually
excludes us from the benefit of fucha trade,as it
would exclude us from the benefit of our New-Engs

commodities from the Plantations to the Streights, &, fhall
be Britifs built, their fails and rigging of Britifp manufatture,
and three parts of the owners inhabitants of Great Britain,

Goro, ek L

Zrnrm

=y

S R

SR

TR e e st v oo
2 R AT

T

SR

e

8

=

s

5
i
§
&.
,




i

N
L
ot
b
a4

o

54  "TRADE

land and Newfoundland fithery, if we were obl-iged

 tobringour dryed fithfirlt home, and afterwards re-ex- v

port it. it is'very probable if fugar, tobacco and rice,

-and other produés of our Plantations were admitted

to be carried diré&ly to the Streights, we might dif~
pofe of as much of thofe commodities there, as would

- bring us in feveral hundred thoufand pounds yearly ;
~and I think this new improvement of trade will not

interfere with the intereft of any particular perfon.
~AsIam for taking the -advantage of this fhort
freight, thereby to gaina new market for the produéts

‘of our Plantations, I would not have the leaft preju-

dice doneto our prefent navigation ; and therefore be-

~caufe we fometimes fend tobacco, etc. into the bay
‘of Bifcay, every fhip that comes on her voyage home-

wards as far north as Cape Finiftre, fhall be obliged
to land her goods in fome port of Great Britain, and

then re-export them from hence.’ -

- And if our thips fhould not readily meet with a
freight from the Streights, etc. there are places which
may be mentioned at a proper time, where falt makes
of itfelf, and may be enlarged fo as to load feveral
hundred veflels with flt in a year, which may be dif-
pofed of at Hambro’, the Baltick, etc. and in time
thofe falt-works may bring a large revenue to the
crown. this care is agreeable to the practice of Queen
Elizabeth, who was the firlt crown'd head that gave
effettual circulation and fpirit to our commerce : ﬂlé

knew the right way to enrich the nation, was to fend
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out as many of our products and merchandize as
poffible, and looked with a careful eye upon thofe

comquitics which were imported forluxury. ¢ and to
put a {top to a wondrous excefsin apparel about the
¢ 16th year of her reign, which had fpread itfelf all

< over England ; the Queen obferving, that to main-

¢ tainthis excefs, great quantities of money were cartis
¢ ed out of England to buy filks and other outlandifh
¢ wares, and that many of the nobility wafted their
¢ eftates and run much into debt, fhe, by proclamation,
¢ commanded all perfons to conform to a certain pre-
¢ fcribed fathion in apparel, and fhe began the exams-
< ple herfelf in her own court.” we have had very little
of this nature fince her time, till this kingdom was

bleffed with our moft gracious Queen Caroline, who
hath given a moft noble example for encouraging

the wear of our own manufa&tures, and dvi»fcourvagipg‘
thofe drains to the nation of foreign lace, filks, etc..

and it is to be hoped her example will be imitated
by our nobility and gentry ; and then we fhall foon
fee the ballance of trade turn in our favour, and gold

and filver broughf into the nation to be coined, as in
the dayS of Quegxi Elizabeth. ‘
| C H AP XXVL.
«Advantages of carrying timber from the Plani_ati‘ons‘to Portu-
gal, Spain, etc. a great encouragement to our nzrm‘gatz’o’n.' :
The carrying timber from our Plantations to Portu-
galand Spain, hathbeen of very great advantageto this
nation, and would have been much more, if all thofe
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fhips, upon their delivering there, had been obliged
to come home for England, and take their clearings
out fromhence before they could proceed upon their
return to the faid Plantations. as the trade now is,
good part of the produce is bronght home to pay for
the woollens and other manufactures fent to New-=
England, etc. but feveral perfons have let in notions,
that if we fell our timber and boards to the aforefaid
places, it will deftroy our woods in America, and par-
ticolarly the royal navy may want mafts ; a moft un-

~accountable notion ! for I could never learn that we

ever imported five hundred trees in a year (a quanti-
ty not worth mentioning) outof a foreft twelve or
fourteen hundred mileslong, and three or four hun-
dred miles broad. it is generally allowed by all per-
fons that know the Plantations, that the moft
proper places in the colonies for fupplying . the
royal navy, are the provinces of Main, New Hamp-

Ahire, and the Maflachufets in New-England. therefore

to take 2ll obje@ions out of the way, if thofe three
provinces were entitely appropriated to that ufe, the
other parts of the colonies in America would fuffici-
ently fupply not only Great Britain and Ireland, but
even Portugal and Spain, with the fame quantities
that they now ufe to the end of time, provided
they will admit the young treesto grow. for it may

“be obferved, thelittle quantity of land that is accef-
fable in that mountainous rocky country of Norway,
“has fupplied not only Great Britain and Ireland,
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Spain, Portugal; France and Flanders, with timber,
but even Holland itfelf with piles for their dykes, fea
walls, and foundations of houfes; which are thought
to be more than are growing upon all the acceffable
ground of Norway. the geeateflt part of Europe is
fupplied with pipe, ~hogthead and barrel ftaves from
Germany, and the Dutch with oak timber for build-
ing their {hips, and manufacturinginto clapboard and
wainfcot by their faw-mills, with which they not only

“{upply this nation, but feveral other parts of Europe,

and yet the Germans are fo far from apprehending
any ‘danger of not being fupplied with the increafing
growth of their oak timber, that they would efteem it
a particular happinefs to have their people employed

“in cutting it down, and hauling“it to places of navi-

gation. the foreft of mount Libanus, which i but
a fmall tract of land, the wooded part of it not fo big
as Yorkfhire, has fupplyed amazing quantities of tim-
ber.” Solomon in his time'employed a great number
of hewers of wood for building the templé¥the T yri-

ans, Sidonians, and all that coaft, wete fuppfyed with

timber from thence for their buildings and fhipping ;

and hiftory tells us, Alexander the Great was fupplyed

with' timber from thence, for carrying on his bank

from the main land to the ifland ‘of Tyre ; and all

fucceding ages kave - been conftantly cutting down the

txmber, and yet, it is faid, there is as good there as

. "if thofe places have furnithed Europe and 'Afia

\vu’h fach vaft quantities for fo many ages, and the
H
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timber cut down conftantly fupplyed with a growth:

of new, what may not be expeéted from fo large a

tractof ground, fo well replenithed with trees and
navigable rivers as our Plantations are ? T give. thefe
inftances to obviate the miftakes fome. gentlemeﬁ
are under, who think our forefts in America can be
hurt by cutting down_our timber.

Some have madeit a doubt, whether it is prudent-
in us to let Portugal, Spain, or the Streights, have
boards and timber from our Plantations 3 alledgmg,
that if they are fupplyed, they may bmld ‘merchant
men and fhips of war, and may in time mterrupt our
trade and navigation ; forgetting, we muft fuppofé,
that the Dutch will{fupply them with as much German

oak as they want, which is much better for {hxppmg i

than our colonies produce. .
"The Spaniards themfelves have great quantmes of
extraordinary oak, and fine large pine trees fit for
malfts, efpecially in Arragon and Catalonia, near the
Ebro and#Segra ; but their: indolent temper is fuch,
that if they can purchafe what.they want with mo-

ney, they care not to. flretch out a hand to help them- :
felves ; and I fhould be very forry that we {hould fhr ;

them up to a neceflity of becoming i mdu{’mous.

- The value of timber among ourfelves has. given ‘
gentlemen that notion, becaufe it fetches a great -
price in thisifland, it muft confequently ,be ‘valuable

all over the world. but if they were in America, and

there beheld the great labour of the poor planters to . .
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clear the gr ound of the wood (and the vaft numbers

of fine timber trees that are hauled together and burnt)
before it can be fit for any ufe, they would - certainly
think it abundance of prudence to have it cut upinto
boards, and other ufes, and tranfport it to Portugal
and Spain, and thé money remitted to England ; for
there is no merchandize more profitable than timber,
being the moft bulky, and confequently employing
the greateft numbers of thips and failors, with a very
fmall part of the national ftock; which is fuﬁicxent to

- give itall imaginable encouragement.

This merchandlze iswhat has bred the kmg of Den-
mark fo many failors »and enabled him to fit out a royal

navy,and his fubjeés of Norway to build fo great a
‘number of bulky fhips, by which they have enriched
themfelves to a much greater degree than the farmers

of the fertile country of Poland hive done by their
corn. if this timber trade h'zs been fo advantageous to

them, why may it not be fo to England ? we have for v

the mott part the fime markets ; we fhall thereby have
opportumues exceedmgly to enlarge our navigation,

and the wages of a failor very much exceed thofe of a
ploughman, labourel , or manufadturer 3 their food -

and cloathing are from ourfelves, and if they fhould

carry a loading of timber from the Plantations to Spam;,
or Portugal, and return to England, not only the

merchant’s proﬁt, but the proﬁt of the owners of the

ﬂnp, and the faxlors wages, ould all be brought home,

and fpent here, - ’ : '
H2
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I have often confider’d the advantage a timber

trade wouldbe to us between the Plantations and the
Streights ; and I cannot fee but a thoufand acres of
timber ground in America may be made more advan-
tageous to England. than a thoufand .acres. of corn
land within our felves., we will. fuppofe a thou-
fand acres of corn land may produce thirty crops of
corn in fifty years ; that every crop may yield in Hol-

land, (being our moft certain market for corn) four

thoufand pounds for every year of the faid thirty
years, which is one hundred and twenty thoufand
pounds. ‘ e
“We will likewife: fuppofe, that twenty .acres of
wood-land in America may afford timber enough to
load four fhips of fix hundred tun each, and their car-
goes carried to'Spain or Portugal, and there fold for
nine hundred pounds each. thefe thirty fix hundred
pounds are all produced by the manufa&ure and labour
of our own' poor, and national ftock in this {hipping.

thefe thoufand acres will take fifty years cutting, and.

fifty crops, at three thoufand fix hundred pounds per
crop, is one hundred and eighty thoufand pounds :
I think I have allowed double the quantity of land
neceflary to produce four fhips loading. of timber. . it

is very well known there is fuch- a: propenfity in the

land of  America to run into wood, that when it hag
been tilled {o long, that it would bear nothing,yet has,
within the fpace of thirty years, been loaded with a
vaft number of trees, many of. them above a yard and
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ahalfin girt fix foot from the ground. timber grows
there fo very quick, that we are informed feveral {orts
are at their full growth in fifty years.

CH AP XXVIL
Methods propofed for making perfons condemned for tranfporta..
tion ufeful to' the nation, and finding work in tbe Plantatzons
- for thofe we cannct employ at home.. - .

In the year 1716, there was a paperlaid befoxe the
lords of trade for encouraging the raifing of hemp, mak-
ing of iron, pitch, tar, and other things, in our Plan-
tations ; wherein mention was made of the difficulty of
carrying over fervantsthat were inclined to tran{port
them{elves. foon after there was a law made, which
did mitigate the . penalties of ancient laws, particularly

- that of the firlt of James the firft, to.prevent the car-

ryingaway the fubjeéts of this kingdom into Popifh
monalteries ; as well as feveral other Jaws, which were
then turned againft the merchants and captains of thips
that tranfported thofe perfons into our colonies. the re-
drefling-thofe laws in part, hath been of great conve-

nience tothe tradgrs in our Plantations 3 but ftill part

of them remain; which prevents tran{porting fervants,
and therefore great numbers that happen to be out of
-employment,and have no poflible way of recommend-
ing themfelves to any fervice, are forced to flarve,
or fall into the practice of picking pockets, thieving,

-ar other wicked courfes, to fupply their immediate ne-

ceflities ; and by continuing this practice, run from

‘oue evil to another, till at laftthey come under the

s -,
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fentence of felons, viz. tranfportation or the gallows;
now as there cannot be anac of greater charity or

humanity, thanto put thofe people into a way of get-.
ting bread forthemfelves ; if they were fent into the

colonies, and put upon raifing and drefing hemp and
flax, T am of opinion, they might not only find a moft
- profitable employment, but: alfo thofe that are condem-
ned for petty larceny, orany other crime lefs than

the penalty of death bemg fent thlther, mlght be ren+
dered ufeful.

- Sir Jofiah Child fays, in his' dnfcourfe of the trade -

of the Plantations, ¢ that Virginia and Barbadoes
¢ were firft peopled by a fort of Idof'e”vagrant people,

¢ vicious and deftitute of means to live at home, and
¢ employ themfelves about, of had {o misbehaved -

¢ themfelves by whoring, thieving, or other debauche-

¢ ries, that none would fet them to work. thofe (he -

¢ fays) had it not been for our Plantatlons, muft have
¢ come to be hang’d or ftarv’d, or' died untimely of
¢ fome miferable difeafes, or fold them{elves for foldi-
¢ ers,to havebeenknock’d on the head, or -(arved in the

¢ quarrels of our neighbours, as many thoufand brave

¢ Englithmen were in the Low Countries; and yet
< we fee feveral of thofe people behaved well, and ar-

¢ tived to great eftates, and help’d to enrich their mo- -
¢ thercountry.’and as an immenfe wealth hath acérued

e
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alh, etc. of which I have treated in this difcourfe.
France has, as is already related, fent over great

-numbexs of their vagrant people to their fettlements

on the Miffifippi, (upon the back of ours of Carolina,
Virginia, and Maryland) and down the river St. Law-
rence to Cape Breton, and alfo to Hifpaniola, where
they are put upon fundry improvements. the numbers
reported to be fent thither are almoft incredible ; the
king‘ pays the charge of tranfporting them, and
maintaining them a year after their arrival ; fkilful
perfons direc them in the feveral employments, and
get as many of them as they can married, and
then the ingenious and induftrious as foon as they are
qualified to undertake any bufinefs, have their liber-
ty, and - a quantity -of land afligned them. this induftry
of the French has greatly increafed their re-exportati-
on of fugar, and very much leflened ours ; and if once
they can bring their fettlements to- bear upon the
back of ours, along that moft fertile valley, which is

‘watered with the river Overbachee,and the great river

Ohxo, navxgable for above 300 miles, even from the
fountam, we .may expeét they. will gain great part of

- the tobacco trade alfo.. now as the crown. is at  the

charge of tranfportmg the conv1&s, places might be
appointed. for all perfons.to repair to, that cannot
find methods of fubfiftance at home, in. order to be
tranfported to. the ,aforefaxd colonies, we. know the

to us by the labour and induftry of thofe people that
have fettled in our colonies, fo a mighty profit ‘may

E greateft part of the convids are bold, daring, debauch-
5/ be added by raifing there, filk, hemp, flax, i iron, pot-

1

1

ed people ; but many. of them, when they are tranf~
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our colonies ; and being under no difficulty to fubfift,
they would marry young, increafe and' multiply, and

‘the danger we apprehend of the French over- runnmg

‘Hifpaniola. they have built the forts of Mobile, Pen-

La Salle, Deonville, Frontenac, Mont Real, and

‘ments. if we have any fenfe of the valueofthat commo-

portedinto the colonies, weare affured cometo fevere
repentance for their paft lives, and become very in-
duftrious ; if provifion was made to allow each of
them 100 acres or more of land free for fome time,
and afterwards to pay, by way of quit-rent, one hun-
dred weight (beihg’ 112 pounds) of well drefled hemp
or flax, for every 100 acres fo granted them, the
profpeét of having land of their own would induce
them to continue their induftry; his majefty would

thereby receive fufficient fupplies of hemp and flax
for the royal navy; a revenue that would far exceed
any income that the government receives from any of

fupply themfelves with every thing they want from
us, but their food ; by which means thofe vaft tracts
of land now wafte, will be planted, and fecured from

them, which was formerly taken. notice of in a letter
concerning Naval Stores, where mention is made of
their encroachments upon us in Nova Scotia ; their
getting from us Cape Breton, and a right of fithery u-
pon Newfoundland ; their feizing and fettling part of

facola, Halbamas, Cufatees, Prudhome, €reve-coeur,

feveral others from the Miffifippi, and fo down the
river St. Lawrence, upon the back of all our fettle-
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dious tra& ofland, it ought to put us upon fecuring to.
ourfelves fuch excellent colonies, which may, if pro-
perly- improved, bring this nation a very great trea-
fure’; and at lealt build fome forts upon. the Apula-
chean' mountains, to {ecure us the right of the mines
contained in them,to protect the Indian and {kin trade,
and to ptreferve the !navi'gation -to-ourfelves of thofe
great rivers: which have their fountains in the  faid
hills, and empty themfelves thro” Carolina, Virginia,
Maryland, etc. into the Virginian {ea. the Dutch;while
they had New-York, fortified it, built Fort Albany,
and fome - other fortifications 3 and- feeing the me-
thods the French take to fortify places{o near us, and
the care of other nations to: fecure their colonies a-=

+ broad, a great many people admire it has not ftirred
‘s up to do the like. but T hope the time is dlawmg

near, when thofe colonies will be more valued, and
a greater care taken to improve and preferve them.
 To thofe convids, vagrants, and ufelefs. people,

we may add the labour of ‘negroes or flaves, which
-doubtlefs would bring greater incames to this kingdom

by their employment; than the mines of Mexico and
Peru brmg to- Spam, accordmg to the: numbexs fo'em+
ployed. - : ’
It may be obje&ed here, that the ralﬁng hemp,ﬂax,

- pot-afh, filk; etc. are troublefome undertakings ; that

befide, concerns of this nature will requiré fome ex-

pence to {upport them, and that it is difficult to find

out perfonis proper to diret fuch affairs, and will re-
S 1 -
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quire great length of time to put every thingunder its.

~ proper- order and oeconomy. it is anfwered, there

never was any new - undertaking or colony fettled,
but required fome thought and expence to put them:
in good order, and without, common improvements
cannot be carried on. but it is-almoft impoffible to find

- out five fuch neceflary - articles as hemp, flax, filk,

iron,and pot-afh; for:carrying on the manufaétures of
this kingdom, that can be done with{o little trouble,
which is very well known by every body that have
been employed therein.. after King Henry the fourth
of France had ended thecivil wars, he, the better .to
increafe his revenue, eftablifhed all {forts of manufac-’
tures, ‘which, according to- Puffendorff and othérs,
drew great riches into that kingdom. that great prince
knew very well the way to enable his people to pay
their taxes, was firft to enrich them; that as he
propofed the eftablithing of all manner of manufac-.
tures, he muft bring people from other countries per-
fectly well fkilled in carrying them: on. I have fpoke

with‘fome. refugees that came from Brittany upon the

perfecution in France, who were the defcendants of
thofe very people that he had brought out of Holland
and Flanders, who fir{t eftablifhed the linnen manu-
facture there : the faid prince fpared no coft to effect
it ; he gave them' very large encouragement ; he was
at the charge of tranfporting flax and hempfeed from
other countries, which was. given to fuch perfons.as
would fowit, King William was equally apprehenfive.
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that manufaétures, and employing the poor, was the
way to gainriches s he knew very well the happy
circumftances - of thofe princes, whofe fubjeéts had
riches enough to fupply their prince with money to
defend their rights and properties ; and as his whole
life feem’d to be devoted for the prefervation of the

liberties of mankind, where it was in his power, he

putall opportunitiesinto their hands of getting riches
to defend their rights: he promoted  the eftablifhing
a linnen manufa&ure in Ireland, in the beginning of
his reign, and fent thither. French refugees fkilled in
carrying it-on, and the parliament of Ireland have
followed the example of that great prince : they have,
at a very large expence, imported flax and hempfeed

- from the Eaft country, and gave it to {uch as would
fowit : they have alfo given further encouragement

to men fkilled in the linnen manufadture, to direct
the people in the beft methods of carrying it on; and

_if ever the raifing hemp and flax, and other manufac-

tures that I have here treated on, come to perfection
in our Plantations, we muft ac .as France, Ireland,
and other nations have done upon the like occafion 3
and not' only fend thefe people feed, fuch as will fuit
their climate,- either from Italy, Egypt, or the Eaft
country:; but men well fkilled, as is already obferved,
muft be fent over to diredt them. as private families -
are willing to. -advance fums of money to receive
themagain after fome time, with a bountiful increafe,
our great family the nation, I hope will, as qne uni-
I2
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ted body, be ready to advance money, where there
isfo promifinga view of intereft. France could not
have enjoyed the advantages of the filk and linnen
manufactures,which now entail to them fo great a part
of the trade, and gold and filver of the Spanifh Weft-
Indies, if Henry the fourth had not laid the founda-
tion of them. we know whoever plants a- vineyard
muft be at fome charge and care to bring things into
good order, and wait fome time before he can drink
of the wine ; fo muft all governments before they can
receive profit from any new undertakings. the charge
that France was at to get Jofes van Robee out of
Holland ; the giving him what encouragement he
defired, and free exercife. of the Proteftant religion
for himfelf, and all he thould bring with him, fhew,
that Lewis XIV. knew fuch jewels, as eftablithing of
manufactures in his kingdom, could not be too dear
bought ; and as1have mentioned the Czar of Mufco~

vy, and his great undertakings and penetration in

trade, 1 think it neceflary here tomention themagain,
he hath taken fteps beyond any monarch mentioned in
hiftory ; others have given great prizes to get {kilful
workmen into their country, in which he has been

-as forward as_ any of them ; but beyond all: - this, he
has not only travelled over Europe himfelf, and
wrought like a mechanick to gain experience,but fent

young men, his natural born fubjects, into feveral

~ parts of Europe, and bound them apprentices, and

gave largefums of money to have them inftruéted in

kB R
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the knowledge of manufactures ; fome of which were
placed in London, to learn the art of thip-building,
watch.-making, * etc. fome in our inland towns, as
Birmingham, Sheffield, ete. to learn the art of work-
ing in iron-j-and other parts, to learn the woollen
manufacture. here we have nothing to do, but to put
our people upon ealy and familiar employments, foon
underftood. by almoft every. body ; for the trouble of
directing and regulating fuch a number of people -as

‘we have now mentioned, cannot be greater than the
 raifing of foldiers, or putting officers into the cuftoms

or excife, which we feeare become familiar and eafy
to thofe that are inftructed in them, an' officer will go to
any part of the kingdom where he thinks he can make

.up his company or regiment ; and great numbers of

ingenious men, who are deftitute of employment,think
no pains too great, nor ftudy too tedious, tofitthem-
{elves for the meaneft place in the cuftoms orexcife ;
and no doubt, if enquiry was made after {kilful and
induftrious men to dire¢t-and inftruct. people in' the
aforefaid employments, we fhould. find men well qua-
lified for the work, would offer themfelves. = - .
o “C H A P. XXVIL
Reafons' why the demand for our woollen manufatures do- not
- encveafe. people andbuildings encreafed. neceffity of encreaﬁ-
- ing manufalturies to employ them. eﬁablzjhmg the linnen in
the - north, as praﬁtable as the woollen in the South. advan~

* tage of brmgmg pig. iron, &rc. from our colonies. metbads
. propofed for enriching ourfelves and them, ~ .

It is fuppofed that Egypt, the Tyrians and: coaﬁ
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~of Syria, were the firft thatentred upon the linnen and
- woollen manufacturies ; and as wars and perfecutions
arofe, fome of them thifted from place to place, and at
laft carried thofe manufacturies among the Flemmings,
who raifed flax and hemp of their own, and have car-

ried the linnen to the higheft perfection of any place in .

Europe, and alfo made variousand great improvements
in the woollen. thefe two manufa@uries drew multi-
tudes of people to fettle in the 17 provinces, which
-made them abound with thofe numbers of cities,towns,
and villages, furpafling any place upon the globe of the
like compafs of ground ; and England having the grea-
teft quantity of the beft fort of wooll, they purchafed
that from us, and vaft quant:txes were exported to Flan-
dEYS.' oo . - U
- Edward the thlrd faw the advantage of the woollen
’manufa&ury, and made a very fair puth for having it
removed hither, and took proper meafures for efta-
 blifhing it here, as is before mentioned, but for want
of the like care in his fucceflors, it did not take root
till the reign of Queen Elizabeth, in her time that
manufattury was fo . effectually - eftablithed, that a
mighty progrefs was made therein, and increafed fo
confiderably, that they gained the reputation of being
the beft in Europe, and a market was opened for.them

not only into Spain, France, Italy, and Germany, but

into Ruffia, the Baltick, etc. and carried by way of

Arcbangel into Perf a, ‘and alfo a trade fettled into.

Turkey.

CONSIDERED. 7T

England carried on her'trade in the woollen manu-

faétury a confiderable time, - and the reft of Europe
carried on the ‘linnen" and other manufactures, and
exchanged. them with'us for our woollens.  but the
French endeavouring to inlarge the trade and manu-
fadturies of that kingdom, found out feveral ways to
prevent theimportation of our woollens ‘into France,
by caufing them to be thrown into water, and then
to be fhrunk and new drefled, before they were ad-
mitted to be fold; thofe vexatious ways, together
with the high dunes impofed upon them, foon tired out
the Englith merchant, and amounted to a prohibition. -

- Thofe proceedings gave fpirit to Sweden and fe-
veral German princes to follow the example of France;”

they were alfo willing to try whether they could not'

lay the Englifh woollen manufactures vinder fuch pro-

hibitions and difficulties, as to exclude the ' wearing
them in their refpe&ive dominions; how far they
have fuceeded is too well known., ="~

We may judge what part Francé has gained: frorn‘ -

us, by examining into the mighty demand there was

for our woollen goods when Francewas vifited with
the plague, ‘and were ftopt from fupplying forcign”

markets; the demand for our woollen goodsincreafed’
to {0 great a degree, that the like has not happcned‘
for many years ; butas foon as that country was freed-
from the plague, they again fupplied thofe markets
as formerly, and the demand for ours gradually fank."

_NOW. as we have greatly increafed in our buildings

IR
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and inhabitants within thefé forty years, and have {o
many competitors in the woollen manufadtury, and
France, etc. has gained fo great a part from us, ahd
fo many places endeavour to keep out our woollen
manufadtures, and ftill continue to import their lins
nen, hemp, flax; iron, pot:ath, timber, etc. upon us,
which draws a very great treafure annually out of this
kingdom ; fome methods muft be found out for efta-
blithing other manufadturies for employing our poor,
otherwife our prefent riches' will decteafe, our lands
fink in value, and our' manufaturers be forced to go
into other countries to find employment ; and if they
fhould, T am afraid the misfortunie would: be fevere-
ly felt : but this may be prevented ; for if we will ex-
amine into the convenienceswe have for carrying on
the greateftand moft profitable manufacturies, we fhall
find, that by a right regulation of the improvements
that may be made, efpecially by modelling the affairs
of the colonies,we may" equal, if not exceed, any na-
tion in' Europe, in raifing materials for carrying on
thelinnen and filk manufaduries, either of which is
thought tobe as confiderable in the world as the
woollen, and nho way mfermr to it in the pomt of
proﬁt. R & ' |
" "The making and: fupp]ymg ourf'elves w:th pig
and bar iron from the colonies, is alfo very material,
{ince foreigners draw between two-and three hundred
thoufand pounds per annum from us for that cdmmo‘s
dity; and all to a trifle in ready. moneyo
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Sometime indeed there is a mighty enquiry into
trade, and perfons are called upon to give their
thoughts, but commonly thofe enquiries dye. -

In the year 1716, a memorial was drawn up at the

defire of the lords of trade and plantations, wherein
feveral improvements were. propofed for raifing naval
{tores, among the reft, iron was one, their: lordfhips
were told, that pig and bar iron being undertakings

that could not be begun nor carried on without great

expence, thofe perfons that attended were putin ex-

~ pe@ation that they fhould have ample encouragement,

which engaged them to make a beginning, and fome
works were eteted there at a very great charge to the
undertakers.  they have feveral times fince applied for
. having the fmall duty on pig iron taken off, buteven
that has not been done, and bar iron ftill continues to

pay theduty as foreign iron, tho’ what is made in the

Plantdtions is and muft be made by men of eftates in
this kingdom, and the profits accruing to our mother
country almoft the fame as if the iron mine was

dug out of the earth here, and made into bars;

what this proceeds. from is a myftery, fecing we are
obliged to bring in between two and three hundred
thoufand pounds worth of iton annually from foreign
nations 5 and if the making of iron was encouraged in
the Plantations, we might fupply all the coaft of A-
fricd, both within and without the Mediterranean, as
well as Turkey, Italy, Portugal, and even the Eaft

Indics, it being a merchandize that can be exported

%
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at a fmall expence, becanfe it ferves as ballaft every
where; and in the ¢irculation of trade, whatit is fold

for abroad, would be remitted home, and add as much

certain riches to the nation, as if they were dug out
of a filver mine in our Plantations, and fent us homé
directly. it isfirange that this great charge to the na-
 tion fhould not be thought of, and encouragement: gi-
ven to the fubjects of this kingdom, to fet up. iromn
works in the Plantations, and there employ the nati-
onal ftock, rather than let foreigners run away with
{o great a fum. I would farther obferve, we allow the
exportation of our coals to Holland, Flanders, France,
etc. at 3s. but whatis brought to London, if I mif-

take not, pays near 1os. perchaldron duty ; {o that

the Hollanders, and Flemmings, etc. under-work
London, where the moft and fineft fteel and iron
goods of the kin gdom are made.

All other parts of the kingdom, where coals are
water-borne, pay § s. per chaldron, whichforces.us to
pay a great land carriage upon foreign iron into the

inland parts of the country,to be wrought upwith coals

where they pay no duty. it muft no doubt be a vaft
pleafure. to-thofe mations.to fee the advantage they

make - of our negligence ; for the Mufcovites haye

lately erected iron works in Siberia, and: the Danes
have increafed theirs in Norway, which is an addition
to what the Swedes formerly have fupplied us with ;

and-each of them ftrive which fhall gain the Englith

market, the moft conﬁderable in Europe for the vaft
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confumption -of iron ; and whereas the: iron ‘works
which were ereted ‘by the dire&tions of the late Czar
were:in Siberia, we are informed they have found fe-
veral mines in Mofcow, much nearer navigation; and
if they could find a market, it is probable they alone
would' very fpeedily be capable of making as:much
iron as is ufed in England, Holland, Germany; etc.
for as the late Czar of Mufcovy had travelled over Eu-
rope to find out the fecrets by which England and
Holland gained their riches, and finding it was by the
labour of their poor employed in manufadtures, and
exporting them to other countries, he frequently faid
he would be the richeft prince in Europe; for-as he

had the greateft number of people, he would find out. . -
-methods for employing them: and fince his deceafe
the miniftry of the young Czar have followed his ex-

ample, by putting the people upon all the employments

they can think of, that thereby they may drain thofe -

nations of their treafure who do not make proper in-
fpe&tion into their commerce, - i iy ey
‘And it is to be feared this induftry and emulatlon
of 'theirs will caufe fuch vaft quantities to be thrown
into this kingdom' at {uch very low prices, that-will

endanger the ‘putting downall our forges, and confe-

quently fink the value of our wood-lands, if fome care
is not taken to prevent it. g Py
Now if encouragement was given for making pig

iton in our Plantations, that we might be certain of a

fopply, then all the places in this klngdom where
K2 -'



~ . 2 et

.

: 7& T RADE ' COXNSIDERED. 77
there is water enough, and a fufficient quantity of éﬁ 3dly, ‘Tt is'to be confidered, ‘that our colonies are
, wood, might have forges ereted upon them ; and 4 under different governments.' Carolina has its own -
! where furnaces would not anfwer fo. well as forges, governour. Virginia has a different governour. Ma-
they might be converted to that ufe alfo. this would ryland and Penfilvania have their refpective proprie-
' be a-general benefit to the nation, and keep up all i tary governours, and the Jerﬁ:ys and New-York alfo
% the wood-lands in the kingdom to:their full value. - { their diftin& governours. New-England has alfo. a
: But before I proceed. to. thew the: great advantage diftiné government from the reft. . It would be wons
i thofe additional materials would be- to carry on the 4 derful they could form a defign in fo. many govern-
: aforefaid manufacturies, I think proper to take notice j ments fo as to unite in fuch a defign; without bemg‘
of ‘an’ ebjeion made by .fome gentlemen, - which is, dafcovered or betraying one anpther. i
that if we encourage the Plantations; they will grow E . It muft: be allowed, New-England has fhewn an
i rich and fet up for themﬁ:lves, and caft off' the Enghfh uncommon. ftiffnefs, very different’ from that regard
} government. . / - i they ‘ought to. have for their mother-country, or a
| 1 have conﬁdered thofe objeéhons abundance of § true fenfe of the proteétion and gi:eam“-tendérnef‘s‘ which
: times; the oftner I think of them, the lefs ground I ~; has been extended to. them; -but we apprehend what
i fee for fuch  doubts and jealoufies; for, -~ . ;; has been done ‘there; has rather rifen. from. the cavils
: ift; If we confider the fituation of our colonies, of fome men who endeavour- to. make: themfelves por-
which' ftretch along the coaft for twelve or fourteen  { pular, than-any manner of advantage either to them-
% hundred miles, and are feparated from one another ~ felves or thofe they reprefent ; -and therefore as this is
: _with greatrivers, a very little care to guard thofe paf- i thought to be the clamour of a-few, and that the wie
fages, would make it impracticable for people the moft | and thoughtful men among them diflike fuch proceeds
defperately inclined, to get into one body. - i ings, we think all judicious men, when they cometo
. 2dly, As the fubftance of the colonies is the fup- '} examine thoroughly into their- fears; will fee they are
i plying ‘our Sugar Plantations with flower , bifket, . } groundlefs ; and that it feems impoflible for theother
; pipe-ftaves, fith, and other provifions, prohibiting : colonies to join'in any fuch defign, fo nothing could
- them that commetce would be their utter ruin, it being ‘i be more againft their own intereft: for if New-Eng-
j fuppofed that not lefs. than eight hundred veflels be- é land fhould ever attempt to be independent of this
longing to the province of New-England; are employo | kingdom, the ftopping their fupplying the fugar iflands,
ed in that coafting and ﬁﬁung trade. ‘ and coafting and fithing trade, - would drive them to
‘L:“;w“_,v i
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“the utmoft difficulties to fubfift as aforefaid : and of
confequence the part they have in that trade would
fall into the hands of the other colonies, ‘which would
greatly - increafe - their'riches. - but if fome turbulent
{fpirited men fhould evér be capable of raifing any de-
“fection, a fmall {quadron of light frigates would en-
tirely cut off their trade; and.if that did not do, the
government . would be forced, contrary to their prac-
tice, to do what other nations do of choice, viz. place
 ftanding forces among them to keep them in order,
2nd oblige them to .raife money-to pay them.  we do
not mention this with any apprehenfion that ever they
will give occafion, ‘but to fhew the confequences that
muft-naturally follow. B T S T
“Some perfons who endeavour to reprefent thls co-
lony in the worft light, would perfuade us ‘they would
putthemfelves under a foreign power, rather than not
gratify their refentments; but when they are aﬂced,
what that foreign power muft be? there are noneto

be found but Spain, France and Holland:: as to Spain -

and France, the fpirit of perfecution’ among them ,
without any other reafon, is fufficient to lay thoughts-
of that nature afide; befide the defpotxck power ufed
by thofe nations, differ fo much from the mild and

gentle government of England, that thofe very per-
fons, who fhould promote fuch. difturbances,. would

tremble at the very thoughts of being tranflated from

their prefent freedom, to the arbitrary will ofan abfo-

lute prince ; fo that there is noexpeation Jeft but from

i R R P R R R
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Hollaad ; and as we lye between them and New-Eng-
land, we may -eafily interrapt any. correfpondence.

the Hollanders, upon fome emergencies, exercife an
abfolute power, and any clamour againft the flate is
taken notice of in its infancy, and foon crufh’d; bue
our laws: are fo contrived and regulated, that even
where great offences are committed, it is difficult in
many. cafes to bring theoffenders to- juftice, let thofe

that want to be informed; read over the h1ftory of
their fettlements i India, and fee how many hun-
dréd thoufand people they keep under their obedience
by their garrifons and regular forces. it is faid there
are forty thoufand Chinefe in their government of

Batavia, they pay a crown per month for the liberty
of exercifing their trades; and a crown. per month
more for wearing their hair on a golden bodkin : that,
badge of fréedom; as they efteem ity being denled
them in: China by the Tartarian government, is faid
to be the reafon {o many of them fettled at Batavia.
their butchers- are alfo put under a licence, and pay
the magiftrate a tenth penny of  the value for every
beaft they kill ; and every thing elfeis put under a li-
cence or exc1fe, according to their cuftom - our colo-

nies have none of thefe taxes to pay, nor {tanding
armies to maintain, tho’ they have many and great ad«
vantages that no other nation- of Europe could pof-

fibly give them. they have the free liberty of coming

into all the harbours -of Europe as much as we our-

felves, a privilege that other European nations do not
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allow their colonies; and yet they all have ,b’ehaVed‘
with {fo much affeGion and duty to their mother coun-
tries, and are fo far from attempting to' be:inde‘pen:_»
dent, that they every where unite with their. goveff
nours to bring the natives of thofe {ettlements to their

_ fubjection ; but there is' a method propofed in this dif=

coutfe concerning a&s of affemblies, which, if putair}
pra&ice,‘ we hope will end all controverfies of that

. ‘aature in our colonies.

- As I think T have fully cleared the difficulty fome
have apprehended we were under refpeting the colo-
nies fetting up for themfelves, I would remove ano«
ther that {till remains in'the minds of fome people ;
‘which is; that _if the Plantations are encouraged to go

" upon raifing gemp, flax, filk, iron, etc.”.as foon as

they are put into methods of raifing rough materials,

they will fet up thofe manufaétures with which we

now fupply them, and fo we fhall be depnved of the
advantage of that trade. -

Thefe things have: often been hmted but tho{'e»

perfons -ought to know; the patliament ef England
are proper judges how to direct and promote fuchma-
nufacturies as-they think onght to be eftablifh’d at
home, as well as thofe in our colonies abroad, and to
put down thofe they think are difadvantageous to the
nation ; and as they have given bounties upon pit;h‘,
tar, and hemp, no doubt they will give the like upon
flax, and fuch other produé‘ts as will be materials for
‘employing our poor at home, that thofe commodmes

CONSIDERED. or

ihay be rendered as plentiful as otir own wool, ‘which
would be an inconceivable benefit to- us, and of ma-

ny times the advantage to the colonies, that fettmg

fuch favours, together with the cheapnefs of their
land, andlabour of their negroes, would glve them
opportunities of growing very rich. '
“The manufa@turers here will have opportumty of
emplo;hng all the poor, and employment for the poor
will niake provifions rife, bmldmgs and inhabitants
will mci‘eéfé, and the landlords rents will be well paid;;
and North-Bntam,the north of England, and Iréland,
may be fupplied with great ftores of flax and hemp
upon fuch ey terms, that it will engage mafter-ma-
nufacturers and men of eftates from other countries,
to go thither and fet them up ; and Scotland and Tre-
land, that catinot produce hemp and flax for employ-
ing their por above three or four months in the year,

~may {et up manufaturies of linnen, which may be as

profitable as the beft of our woollens in England, be-
caufe they néver will want materxals to keep the poor
at work all the year round. ,

This fupply of linnen from our own dominions,
will prevent our being drained of our gold and filver
by foreign nanons, ‘who, ’tis thought, draw above two.
millions a year from us for their hnncn, cambricks,
Flanders lace, threads, etc. but if we defire to have
thofe vaft advantages, we muft, like other nations,

Mgt

up manifadturies : among them; and running ‘many. |
irons into the fire at a hme, ‘could be to them 3 and
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get perfons. of knowledge % and experience. to in=

{tru& our people, and fhew them how to carry on the

linnen manufacture to the greateft perfetion. if this

is once put in pra&me, Scotland and Ireland will have

fufficient funds here from the produce- of their hnnen,
to anfwer all demands. either for fuch cloathing or
merchandlzn they may want from hence, or to an~
fwer remittances upon all other occaﬁons. . |

Here will be employment for the merchant in the
Plantations to buy rough materxals to be: fent homes
and here will be encouragement for the merchants of
England to buy manufactures to be fent thither ; na-
vigation will be encouraged,and facha cxrculanon of
commerce, that muft, if undertaken with apphcatxon

and mdu{‘cry, infufe riches into every part of the do-

minions of. Great Brltam. :

And indeed one employment dependmg on ano-
ther, is the true way not only to gain nches, but to
bnng manufa&ures to perfection, as is pra&xced in

the carrying on of the linnen manufaé’cures of Hol-

land, France, Flanders, etc.

The like dependence there is in carrying. on: the
manufadure of watch- makmg, and abundance of other
things that-might be named. - '

Now as it is plain, keeping, the planters to the
l'zuﬁng materials in the Plantations is the certain way
to enrich them, it is proper, for creating a right un-
derﬁandlng and true friendfhip between the planters

o * Van. Robee; 6 4
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in the colonies, and for making the government, as

well as the manufacturers here, eafy, to comeinto the
‘fame meafures that other nations have dene, who
have plantations abroad ; for fince the difcovery of
the American world, the feveral kingdoms that have
colonies abroad, have thought convenient to fpare

fome of their people for cultivating {everal commo-
dities produced there, as well as to carry on a trade

with ‘the natives, and vend their manufa&ures among
them ; but great care has been taken to prevent their
natural-born fubjets from going upon fuch manu-
facures as did interfere with theirs at home ; for as
pebpl'e are the riches of a kingdom, if properly em-
ployed it would bef{ad policy indeed for governments

‘to fpare them, be at the charge of proteéting them a-

broad, and yet allow them to fet up the manufactures
of their mother kingdoms, whereby they would fup-
ply themfelves, and in refpect to trade and commerce,
throw them into a ftate of independency, and the
commodities for home-confumption that were expec=

'.ted to be raifed by their induftry, entirely neglected.
the Spaniards have very few of their own, yet it is
‘faid, they take care to' difcourage any of the manu-

factures of Europe being carried on in. their Planta-
tions : they will not fuffer the making of wines, oyls,

and 1 many other things, becaufe Old Spain fhould have
the benefit of fupplying them, and alfo that they may
notbe mterrupted in raifing the produce of their Plan-
tations, the Portuguefe have done the like in the Bra«
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zils 3 and tho’ they have none of their ‘own, rather.
chufe to buy the manufa¢tures of other, European
countries, becaufe their planters fhould not be dix
verted from. carrying. on thofe of fugar and. tobaccoy
and applying themfelves to their mines. and we fee

what a mighty profit they produce to themfelyes, ahd
‘what riches France, Holland, Italy, etc, gain by fer-

ving them with their manufactures : thm,_ I think,
ought to put us upon confiderations, what we fhould
‘gain if our colonies were duly regulated and encou.

raged, being capable to fupply them with all fuch ma-;
nufadtures as they fhall want, by the induftry of our
own inhabitants. the. regulatxons France has made

for. turning every undertaking in their Plantations to

the good of their mother country, isfo extraordinas
ryy that it deferves imitation’; of which I have elfe-
where. taken natice in this dlfcourfe.

‘We have not made infpection into affairs of this
nature, as our neighbours have. done, but when ne-

ceflity forces us, we begin, to flir.

Ireland is a particular inftance of this; for after

Cromwell had reduced the natives, and brought that

kingdom again. to the obedignce of the Englith go-

vernment, great numbers. of people went over and.

fettled there, and raifed great ftocks of cattle, which
foon increafed fo confiderably, that they exported
great quantities of young oxen and fheep hither, and

 the perfons concerned in that traffick, ‘made returns
in cloathmg, furmture, etc.. but. upon prolubltmg :
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their cattle, they were forced to manufaéture for cloas
thing themfelves ; if we had then laid fome finall res
firictions to, prevent their running into the woollen
manufadury, and found out. methods for putting them
upon that of linnen, and given enconr agement for
carrying it on, they would have made fuch confides
rable quantities of linnen, as would have purchafed all
their woollen. cloathing from us; but this was wholly
neglected, as if it was nobody’s bufinefs. their necefs
fity of cloathing drew great numbers of our woollen
manufadturers from hence;  and making more than
was fufficient to fupply the inhabitants, they fell upon
making fuch woollen goods for the Dutch and Spa-
nith markets, as were made in England after {fome
progrefs therein, the parliament of England faw. their
cheap .wool, and the cheapnefs. of their provifions,
would enable them to underfell us, and confequently
Fun away with. the trade, they therefore were forced ta -
make a law to reftrain the exportation of thofe ma-
nufaGtures to forexgn parts..

For as this kingdom is the head, and feat of. the
Englifh empire, and is fapported by. its manufa&ures,
trade, and- navigation,and thereby enabled to give pros
tection to all her dominions ; it gould not be expected
they would fuffer their fubjects tatranfport themfelves
into Ireland, there to turn their rivals in the. woollen
manufacture, neverthelefs, they took care to encou~
rage the linnen manufacture, by. giving liberty to im»
port it frecly into this kingdom. ;- which,. by, the pro=
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per care that was taken by king William, and the
~ induftry of the gentlemen of Ireland to promote it,
has fucceeded {o-well, that they are now poflefled of
a manufa@ure as profitable to them as the woollen is
to us, according to the quantities they make, and in-
creafing daily ; which has enabled them to remit great
fums of money for rent to feveral noblemen and gentle-
men, inhabitants of this kin gdom, who have eftatesin
Ireland. our colonies are much in the fame ﬁate Ire-
land was in when they began the woollen manufac-
tury; and as their numbers increafe, will fall upon
manufactures for cloathmg themfelves, if due care be
~ not taken to find - employment for them, in raifing
~fach produdtions as may enable them to furnifh them<
felves with all their neceffaries from us. I {hould there-
fore think it worthy the care of the government, to
endeavour by all poffible means to encourage them in
the raifing of filk, hemp, flax, iron, pot-ath, etc. by
giving them competent bounties in the beginning, and
fending over judicious and fkilful perfons at the pub-
lick charge, to affift and inftru& them inthe moft pro-
per methods of management; which, in my appre-
henfion, would lay a foundation for eftablithing the
moft profitable trade of any, we have. and confider-
- ing the commodious fituatioh of our colonies along
the fea-coaft, the great convenience of navigable ri-

~versin all of “thcmk,_ the cheapnefs of land, and the

eafinefs of raifing provifions, great numbers of peoplé?
who are uneafy in feveral parts of Europe, would be
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glad to tranfport themfelves thither to fettle upon
fuch 1mprovements, which, when once fet on. foot,:
would eafily be carried on without much farther. af- -
fiftance. now as people have been filled with fears, =

that the colonies, . if encouraged to raife rough mate= =

rials; would fet up for themfelves ; a little regulation
would remove all thofe jealoufies ot of the way, as

aforefaid ; for then: our merchants and ‘manufa&urers

would find it their intereft to promote and affift them

in raifing thofe materials which might prove fo much

to their and our mutual benefit. as for example : they

have never thrown nor woveany filk as yet, that we
have heard of ; therefore if a law was made to pro-
hibit the ufe of any throwfter’s mill, or doubling or

twifting filk with any machine whatfoever, they would -
then fend,lt us raw }. and' as they will have the pro~
viding rough materials to themfelves; fo fhall we have
the manufadturing of them. ifencouragement is given .
for raif ing hemp, flax, etc. doubtlefs they will foon -
begin to manufacture, if not prevented :- therefore, to
ftop the progrefs of any fuch manufadture,. it is pro-
pofed, that no weaver there fhall have liberty to fet
up any looms, without firft regiftring at an office kept
for that purpofe under the governor of each province,
his name and place of abodg:,,qnd the name and:place

- of abode of every journeyman that fhall work with

him : but if any particular inhabitant fhall be inclined

- to have any linnen or woollen, etc, made of their -
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own fpinhing, they fhould not be abridged of the f'ame‘
liberty that they now make ufe of, viz. to carfy itto

& Wweaver (who Thall be licenfed by the governor) and

have it wrought up for the ufe of the- family, but not
to'befbld to any petfon ina private manner, nor ex-

p@ﬁzd at'any market or fair, on forfeitire of =---4-,

- And in‘as’much as ey have been fupplied with
#ll ‘theit iron mahufactutes fFrom hence, except what

_is ufed it the building of fhips, ‘and other country

work, @ great 'deal above-ofie'half of our own exports
being fuppofed to be in nails ;' a° mamifa&uare which
they-allow has never thitherto been carried ‘on among
them ; ‘itis propofed, they fhall for time'to corne nez

ver ereé ‘the manufacturing of any under'the fize of a

two 4hilling -nail, horfefioe nails: excepted.  that il
flitting mills, and engines for drawing wite, “of wea-
ving fockings, be put down 3 -and that every fmiithy

who keeps-a-cominon forge 6t fop, thall regifter hrs

hame-and place of abode, -and -the name of every fer-
vant which *he fhall cmploy ; ‘which ‘licenrce ‘fhall be
Yenewed once every year, -and pay for tlre beerty of

‘ﬂvorkmg at fuch trade,

~Thatall hegroes fhall be prohxblted from weaving
either lininen or woollen, or fpinning ot combing of
wooll, or working at any manufacture of iron, fur-
ther than making it into pig orbar iron : that they
be-alfo prohibited from manufacturing of hats, ftock-

‘ings, or leather of any ‘kind, thls limitation will not
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abridge the planters of any privilege they now enjoy;
on.the contrary, it will turn their mduPcry to proa
motlng and raifing thofé’ rough materials, -

- If the goverror of ‘each province was obliged- to
tranfmit' an account of the number of mafter-fmiths,
mafter-weavers, maﬁer—combers, numbet* .of looms
and number of joutneymen ‘employed in-each mas
nufactary, to the lords of Trade and Plantgnons,
with ‘an’ exaé& account of all new comers, and - their
laft place of abode, they would always have opportus
nity of feeing: the increafe or diminution of the ma-=
nufacturies of the colonies, which may be.encouraged
or deprefled, according to their wants, or the danger
of their too much inteffering with us.

~ It is to be hoped this method would allay the heat
that fome people have fhewn (without teafon) for
deﬁroym g the iron works in the Plantations, and pul-
ling down all their forges; taking away, in a violent
manhet; their eftates and properties; preventing the
hufbandmeri from getting their plough-fhares, carts,
or other utenfils, mended’ deﬁroymg the manufac-
tire of fhip-building, by depmvmg them of the liberty
of making bolts, {pikes, or other things proper for
carrying on that work ; by which article, returns are.
made for purchafing our woollen manufactures, which-
is of more than ten times the profit that is brought in-.
to this kingdom by the exports of iron manufactures,
- ‘Indeed, if they fhall fet up manufactures, and the.
government afterwards fhall be under a neceffity of

) M
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{topping their progrefs, we muft not expect that it
will - be done with the fame ¢éafe that now it may.
if it fhould be objeded, that it would be difficul¢
to find out thofe manufadurers who- keep looms or
fmiths forges, etc. 0 fuch I anfwer, That it cannot

' Be more difficult than it is to.find out ale-houfes, and

oblige them to take outlicenfes, or to collec the win-
dow-lights with us;-for weavers and {iiths, etc. are

_ public employments, and known: by every: body int
the parith; and confequently any affefliment or ratef

may be levied upon. them with as much eafe as the
wmdowmx. : ST P e

CH AP XXX,

The danger of depending on the Czar of Muftovy for bemp‘
. -and flax. the advantage of being fupplicd therewith, as well
.as all other naval fores, from our own mezmtzom. ‘naval

’ ﬁores fram the Baltick; and the prodigions quantities of fo-

- reign linnens and Flanders lace iniported, fuppofedito exceed
< .the value of all our-woollens exported. full employment for
_ the.poor, the certain increafe of the rzcbes of a :zatzon, rmdé_

ﬁzppoit of t}]c. landed z;zterq/f

;EMP and flax are fd uféful in navagatxon and:
' tradt, that we cannotpoffibly do without them ;
the firft for cordage of all forts, the latter for making

fail-cloths, as well asfor the linnen manufagures that
are cafried on in this kingdom 3 and the Czar of Muf--
covy being fenfible we muft have our fupply of hemp;-
“etc. from him, has, in a manner, made a monopoly
of it; 4nd what he fells, will have his own price for.

i CONSIDERED., g1

in:ready money, or bills of exchange, and thereft in

fuch goods as he thinks fit. tlie neceflity we are un-
_der for thofe commodities ought to put us upon all -
imaginable care and fludy how to provide them, left

we fhould happen to be under the fame neceflity for
them, that we were in the year 1703 for pitchand tar,

when the government of Sweden abfolutely refufed to

4 let us have them for our ready money, otherwife than

i in their own fhipping from their tar company here,

il at their own price, ‘and only in fuch quantities as
they thought fit. upon that difappointinent; the go-

}  vernment, by allowing a'confiderable encouragement

] for carrying on the manufactures of pitch and tar,

¥ had fufficient quantities from our own Plantations;

1| 4nd it is greatly to be defifed the like encouragement
was given for raifing Hemp and flax; for fince we

. have Plantations where hemp and flax and all forts

1| of naval flores may be raifed, with fo many and fo

; great advantages to this kingdom, it would be unac-

| ' countable to leave us dependant and at an uncertain=

[\ ty for them, and to-be fupplied only bya Prmcc that

Ll will be paid for them juft as he pleafes.: -

i Itis very well known, thatour land is too dear
for raifing hemp and flax, and what is grown here
(though it is tough and makes ftrong linnen)y neither
dreffes {o kindly, nor whitens fo- well as that which
grows in warmer climates, in Ruffia the beft hemp
and flax grow in the fouthermoft parts of the king-

i dom, whet:c the fummer ishot, and the air clear ;.and
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growsinEgyptor Italy. .~ =~
Egypt has always been efteemed for its linnen,
and now fupplies Leghorn with quantities, and the
coaft of Syria, Afia Minor, Smyrna, Conftantinople,

yet the flax is not accounted {o good as that which -

and other great cities, have a fupply of hemp and flax

from thence. all our Colonies (which run twelve or
fourteen hundred miles in length, and all the way bor=
der upon the fea) have vexjyv-hot‘fummers;th’e’ fouth-
ermoft parts of them lie near the fame latitude with
Egypt, and the north part much about the fame with
Ancona, or Bologna in Italy, where excellent hemp
and flax grow ; therefore we have the greateft profpeét
to receive mighty fupplies of hemp and flax from them;
part of the land in: the Colonies is very rich, and of
fo fmall value, that there will be opportunity of break-
ing up freth as  often as there is occafion. to'change
the: ground, which if laid down, will recover itfelf a-
gain without the charge of manuring, as we do here,
to the very great damage of our ploughing lands, no-
thing impoverifhes larid more than hemp and.{lax;
and though it is manured, that alone will not do fo

| well, for the land ought to be changed after three or

four crops 3 and generally the fineft and fattelt pieceg
are converted to thatufe. - = S e
- Thofe great conveniencies of - having land fovery
cheap, and {o fine a climate, which we know pro-
duces excellent hemp and flax, fo commodioufly fi-

tuated along the fea-coaft, with fuch numbers of large
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tivers running up- the country to the moft inland
fettlements, where provifions may be raifed at
finall a charge, and’ where work may be done by the
fabour of flaves, almoft as cheap as it isin India, give
ground' to hope that we iﬁay‘manufé&ure linnen here
cheaper than any part of Furope can import them
upon us ;' and the Colonies be as profitable to us, by
raifing rough materials to carry on the linnen manu-
fafture, as the Suffex and other downs are for fup-
plying wool for that manufacture; the profits of which
we have valued ourfelves o much ‘upon, that we have
fet the reft of Earope to' be our competitors therein.
however, a great deal of the value we fot upon it pro-
ceeds from miftake, we think abundantly more of it
than it really is, the foreign linnen and Flanders lace,
lignen-yarn, andnaval ftores imported into this kings
dom, being fuppofed to amount to more than the ex-
ports of all our woollens.  the manufadture of linnen
in Brittany, and other parts of France, forty years

4g0, was thought to be better to them than the wool-

len was to us; for it was generally allowed we took
above 2 million a’ year from them, and “Portugal,
Spain, and the Spanith Weft-Indies, twice that value,
befides what other countries took, =~ e

“Indeed they have in fome meafire loft their trade
with us, we now receive little from thence, but what
comes by ftealth, or under the denomination of Switz
linnen through Alfatia, their cambricks excepted, of
which I have elfewhere taken notice. and now the
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,Eimperm-of Germany’s hereditary countries,. and o»

ther parts of the Empire, have ggix;éd the fupplying of
us, which hasmade them very rich and powerful.
. NQW as the woollen manufacture, -efpecially. the

- coarle pait, has fpread itfelf of late into feveral parts

of the kingdom, which has excecded the demand, and
caufed great ftocks to lie-by, if thofe rough -materials
of hemp and flax were prepared in. our Plantations,

. the people in North-Britain, etc. wouldfoon find the

advantage of falling upen that manufature;  the la-
borious, and- coarfe:part being performed abroad; the
reft would invite not enly the poor and neceflitous,
but people of. better c»rcum&ances to employ their
nme in it. o

- If thefe propo,ﬁmansg are heartrl}n put in pradice;
we 1ay hope, that by previding the aforefaid rough
materials, we fhould have the delightful proipedt of
fecing trade flourifh ; for as the filk and linnen ma-
nufatures, where brought to perfection, are altoge-
ther as. profitable to. thofe nations; as the woollen
now is to us § and as we increafe in.our linnen manu-
fadtures, thofe of Silefia, and all-the Emperor’s-here-
ditary, countries, from whenee we take-fuch quanti-
ties, muft abate of courfe; their people wilk alfo re-
fort to:us, and he}p ta carry them: on ; -for it has al-
ways heen Q¥ifived, where new manafadtures are et
up,.and take away past from another country, the ma-

- pufadiurers wilb likewife: remove & this was: the cafe

of the Elemings, when Queen. Elizabeth: gave. ficl

S SRR m.,u e «1: 3 - ]

removed hither; and ours when we had that inundas
tion of China'and India wrought filks, our weavers

fireets in Spittlefields were almoft defolate 3 and when
thofe filks were prehlbxted the manufa&urers retumed
again.-

It is fi tppoﬁ:d the Ruﬂians expori to England and
all other parts, in hemp and flax; abové the value of
amillion a year. if hemp and flax be fo valuable a
product for merchandize with them, there feems to be
a much greater profpe& of enrxchmg onrfelves by
raxﬁng them in our Plantations. -~

‘1. Becaufe they will not be- fubj’e& to, any 1and~
carriage,” but’ Gupp’d mmedmtely ﬁ'om the placc of
growth, = : '

2. Becaufe land is much cﬁeapel‘ in our Plamauons
than in the fouth parts of Ruffia. =

3. The climate bemg equal with that in Egypf
and Italy, is fuppbfed to: prcduce hemp and flax prea*
ferable to theirs. - f

Sir Jofiah Child fays, That in the Plantatlons of
fagar and tobacco, every white man there employs
four perfons at home ; he means, we fuppof'e, in pro~
viding cloaths, part of their food, and all forts of u-
tenfils for carrying on- their bufinefs, if fugar and
tobacco employ fuch a number of hands at home,
certainly every perfon employed in the Plantations in
raifing and drefling hemp and flax, muft, by his la-

CONSIDERED. .
-great encouragement to have the woollen manufadture

went to Holland, Flanders, France, etc. and feveral
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bour there, retufn more than twice the advantage thas
can be produced by fugar and tobacco,. for they are
manufadured in the Plantations, the refining the fu~
gar, and cutting tobacco, with the little quantity that
is rolled, excepted ; .whereas flax and hemp are ma-
terials for imploying all.idle hands;. and of confe«
quence the poor’s rate will foon be abated, and. the
fation will find in a little time what;they fave yearly
thereby, will be nfore-than fufficient to encoufag’e the.
people to begin that employment.: SLI
- I mention part of the poor’s. rate, becaufe they
muft be maintained by our lands,. if -employment is
not provided for them ; and abundance are thrown.
upon the parifhes for want of work’; -others make
thata pretext for. thelr: begging: from' place to pldce .
but where work-houfes have been bullt, tho’ materi-.
als for employing the poor-are {cdrce, . yet fome pub-

lick-fpirited men have there maintained them for half;

the expence they were at before thofe work:houfes

were erected. this: fhews what good oeconomy can-

do, and the happinefsit is to thofe places who have
fuch gentlemen to.dire&t and affift them.

-1 muft obferve, that * {ilk, hemp, and flax, may“:
be cartied on by the fame hands, and not interfere ene
with another; for after the fowing of hemp and flax,-
'themulberry leaves come to be in perfection for feed-

CONSIDERED. o7
ing the filk-worms ; and the filk-harveft (as itis call-
ed) is over before hemp and flax are ripe: thus the
perfons employed in.the filk may turn their hands to
that of hemp and flax, the breaking and drefling of
which may be work for them all the reft of the year.
the ftocks and utenfils to be employed in them, will
coft but a {mall matter ; but the care of the govern-
ment to fupply them with flax and hemp feed, at their
firft beginning, as well ‘as feed for producing filk-
worms; to be delivered to the planters at the proper
feafons, will be abfolutely neceffary, to renew the
fame if there fhould be occafion ; and when once got
into proper ethods, the charge would be over. if
fuch a publick fpirit prevailed now for promoting the
general intereft of the nation, as did in our nobility
and gentry upon the firft fettling of our Plantations,we
may raife fufficient quantities of rough materials for
carrying on all our home manufactures. |

And if once we come to be fupplied with hemp
and flax by the aforefaid- methods, . every place will
be filled with flax-dreflers, and the overfeers of the

poor of every parifh, where the wooll fpinnihg trade
is not carried on, may very eafily come at hemp and"
flax, which they will find as profitable to them, as '

the woollen is to the other ; and the more diftint the

employment is, the better, for many inconveniencies

&

have attended one manufadture interfering with an- B 4
other; befide, there will be an intercourfe of trade .
created by one part of the kingdom fupplying the o~

*TI mn’t well avoid mentzomng of f Ik here, But 1 lmve
treated of the methods of carrymg zt ou ina cbapter by ztfelf '
to which Irefery
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ther with their diftin& manufatures ; this will give
full employment to the whole kingdom, and an uni-
verfal chearfulnefs to every body : for the poor are
never happier, nor their mindseafier, than when they
have full employment ; and when they are employed
riches are diffufed over the nation.

~ It is a common opinion, that we have above a mil-
lion of people in the three nations deftitute of work ;
but if thofe rough materials ({o often mentioned in

 this difcourfe,) fhould come to be raifed in our Plan~

tations, there need notbe one idle perfon. new fup-
pofe that one million of people weie put upon ma«
nufacturing thofe rough materials, and each perfon
earn’d but one penny a day, and allowing but three
hundred working days in a year, it would amount to
1,250,000 1. Now as I havealready faid, the importa-
tion of foreign linnen, Flanders lace, and naval ftores,
amount to more than all our woolléns exported, it is
a&omﬁung that {o wife a nation as this does not take
care to regulate thofe matters, and have the greateft
part of thofe linnens made in the three kingdoms. all
other nations of Europe are fo wifé as to make lin-
nen enough for their own ufe, Portugal, Spain, and
what is imported into Italy, excepted ; and if the go-

vernment does not take care to-put thofe poor people |
into proper regulations and employments, they muﬂ: B
continue in mxféry and want. '

“Setting up the making of pitch and tar in our

‘Plantations was very advantageous ; there wag m&&d

; -at’&':w A e e
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very great encouragement given to begin that un-

dertaking, which had its defired end, and vaft quan-

tities of pitch and tar were imported ; and it is hoped
{fome encouragement will be renewed again, that the
Swedes and Ruflians, etc. may not regain the i impor-
tation of that commodity upon us.

As to pot-afh, that has never yet been underta-

ken, tho’ doubtlefs our Plantations, if once got into

the right way of making it, would fufficiently fupply
us with all that we want,

‘Our Plantations in Americg abound with vaft quan-
tities ,Of timber, and the navigation from New-Eng-
land, Nova Scotia, or Newfoundland, is not more
tedious, nor at a greater diftance from us than the
bottom of the Bothnick Gulph, or Peterfbourgh: but
thofe places having been ,long in trade, and a con-
ftant demand from us for that commodity,. they al-
ways have great ftocks of timber ready fquar’d, and
boards lying ready to load a fhip of five or fix hun-

dred ton in ten or twelve days ; but hitherto we have

never had flocks lying ready in our Plantations, nor
any encouragement for buildinglarge bulky fhips, fuch
as are ufed by the Danes and Swedes, who fail witha
few hands, and at a finall charge. what timber we
have had hitherto come direétly to England, has been
rather put on board to fill up, when tobacco or other
merchandize has not been to be had ; and therefore

1o care has hitherto been taken to make it a regular
Rt N2

=

e
e
3
&
[
P

AR

i
R

R SRR iR

e

by




100  TRADE

~ trade, wluch may hereaf'ter deferve further conﬁde?

ratxon .

C H A P. XXX.
Concerning raw filk, and methods fo‘r bezng fupplied therewith.

IT hath been a difpute among travellers, whether

the: manufacture of filk, woollen, or linnen, is

moft confiderable in the world : ‘many of them fay the

filk manufaéture exceeds either of the other two; and
they give this reafon for it, That the people of China,
who are computed to be two hundred millions in
number, are Chieﬂy clothed with {ilk garments, which
indifputably demonftrates it to abound with the greateft

quantity of filk' of any country in the world, it be-

ing there fo very plentiful and cheap, that feveral of
the Jefuits affirm, five fuits of filk do not exceed the

- price of one fuit of woollen in Europe :however, I

fhall not trouble my reader with thofe nice calcula-
tions, only fhew the. great ufe of filk in China, and
{ome other parts of the world, and that there cannot
be a more profitable manufadture carried on. _

Itis certain that Perfia, India, and China, had the
manufaéture of filk long before it came into Europc,
for the firft that was brought was in the time of Au-
guftus, according to Dr. Prideaux, and other authors,

We manufacture very great quantities of thrown
and raw filk in this kingdorm, which is thought to bs

, SRR o o
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fix times as much'as it was 4o years ago, for then we

were fupplied w1th French and Itahan ﬁlks, all fully
manufaé}ured

The filk we have from Italy is generally thrown,,
and ferves for warp for our manufatures, the greateft
part from Piedmont, the whole principality not larger
than a fmall Englifh county ; yet it is thought the king
of Sardinia receives at leaft two hundred thoufand
pounds of us yearly for that commodity, and all in
ready money, for he hath loaded all our manufactures
with very high duties, (which is in effe& a prohibi-
tion) and admits thofe of France at a fmall cuftom 3
for which reafon, they fupply his dominions with
woollen manufactures. the prices- we pay him for
thrown filk are alfo extravagant, being in general a-

bove twenty thillings for every pound; neverthelefs,

he appears to be' very fond of keeping us dependant

on him ; for an engine or machine being ereéted in

this kingdom. for throwing raw filk into organzine, to
prevent the ufe thereof, weare told, he hath prohibi-

ted the exportation of raw filk out of his dominions,

and we have now none from thence but what is got
by flealth ; however, the markets are open to other
parts of Italy, R : ‘
The province of Gilon, and part of the provin.
ces of Shervan and Georgia, are the places that fupply

us with legee or fher-baffee, or what is called Turkey

filk, the price there does not exceed nine or ten fhil-
lings the great pound ; but it bears a land-carriage of
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near one thouf'and mxles, and paﬂ'es through feveral
hands, who all get a profit by it before it comes to us.
the addition of land-carriage, and feveral duties paid
thereon, we are informed makes it fell at Aleppo for
nineteen or twenty fhillings. N
. The filk of Bengal is much inferior in quahty, nei-
ther bears fo good a glofs, nor does half the fervice
in fome manufatures, nor fit for thl;owmgmto organs
zine, fo that at prefent we are forced to take of that
dear Italian {ilk for the warp of all our manufa&ures.
The filk of China is of excellent ftaple, and cofts little
more than one third of the price that we pay for Ité,
lian filk, but the duty being but eighteen.pence on Ita-
lian and Turkey raw filk, and that being at four fhil-
lings, prevents any quantity from coming in.

1 have before obferved, that the whole country of
China is in a manner cloathed with filk of their own
manufafturing, and Japan is fupplied from thence,
-and their manufactures are fent all over India, Perfia,
-and even into Europe and the Spanith Weft-Indies.
two provinces are efteemed beyond the reft for the
excellency of their filk, viz. Chekiam and Nanking,
with which it is faid garments for the royal family
and grandees of the kingdom are made.

As we have but one water~engine for throwmg
filk in the kingdom, if that fhould be deftroyed by
fire, or any other accident, it would make the conti-

nuance of throwing fine filk among us very precari-

ous; and it is very much to be doubted, whether all
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the men now living in the kingdom could make fuch
another ; and as we have commodious rivers for that
purpofe, whofe ftreams hold all the year, and run
thorough large towns, where fearcely any manufac-
tares are carried on, I am humbly of opinion, it
would be matter of the greateft confequence to our filk
manufatture, to have three or four more erected, ac-
cording to the model of that at Derby, (though at the
publick charge) which would give fome hopes of
keeping that manufadture among us for ever ; andwe
fhould comein for a part of the fine raw filk of Gra-

“nada, Valentia, Murcia, and other provinces of Spain;

as well as the produdts of feveral parts of Italy, in
exchange for our woollen manufactures, and not be
tied down to the ftri&t rules of paying our ready mo-
ney,as we are now, to the Duke of Savoy ; and when
onee fully employed, the profit in a fhort time mxghtv
defray the whole expence. .

If the duty was takeri off China filk, and made
equal with that of Italy and Turkey, and all duties al:
fowed to be drawn back upon re-exporting, as it is
now upon raw, and that and other fine filk thrown:
here, it would come {o cheap, that we fhonld be able
to underfell moft parts of Europe, and draw ademand
from Germany, Holland, Flanders, Spain, Portugal,
and other places, which mxght fave and bring into

~ this nation 200,000 1. yearly.

The cheapnefs of thrown filk will increafe the de-
mand for Turkey filk, which may here be noted, is
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104 TRADE
only fit for fhute or woof, and not fit for making
watp or canefor any filk manufacture, that being all
Italian ; and therefore the greater quantity we have
of fine filk fit to be thrown into organzine, the grea-
ter quantity of Turkey filk will be ufed for {hute, and
¢onfequently a greater demand for our woollen cloths
for the ’I‘urkey trade, which are given in barter for
the faid filk. if we had not that fine Italian filk for
_warp, our confumption of T urkey ﬁlk would be very
inconfiderable. v S
A great deal might be faid upon the advantageous

profpet of having China filk to carry on our manu-

faftures ; butas I faid fomething on this head in the
article of trade between England and India, andfheré
fpoke to the nature and excellency of i 1t, I refer to
that, ‘

But notwithftanding the great advantages I apprea.
hend we might receive by havmg filk from China, if
the duty was leflenéd, I am not wholly for depend-

ing on that, being very well affured, if care was taken

to cultivate and improve the taifing of filk in our Plan~
tations, Cirolina, Virginia, Maryland, and Penfilva-
nia, would produce the beft of filk, and as fit for or-
ganzine asany in the world; for thefe countries pro-
duce vaft mumbers of white and othier mulberry-trees,
which grow wild, and fpring up almoft every where in
- great-abundance, which looks as if nature had called
us thither to propagate that manufadure ; and if put
‘on foot, would in time be of as great advantage to

CONSIDERED 10§

 this nation, as any employment in the Plantations ;

for as I have already obferved, the manufatture of
filk is a moft. proﬁtable undertaking, where the land

“and air is proper for raifing it.

The vaft riches of China, by this manufa&ure, is
fuﬁiment to _dcmonﬁratec.: the great advantage thereof .
and the extraordinary treafure the duke of Savoy

~draws into his country by filk, which is made in that

little principality of Piedmont, as I have already ob-

ferved, is alfo another inftance ; we may judge, if he
_ draws above two hundred thoufand pounds.a year

from England, what his profits are which he draws
from Holland, and other places where the manufac-
ture is carried on to a very great degtee.

- We are mformed the very land for plantmg of
mulberry-trees in many parts of Italy, is worth from

three to five pounds an acre, and gentlemen there, as

well as in Sicily, fell their mulberry leaves to the poor

for half the filk they make, and the money is equally

divided between: them upon fale of the filk ; and that
the leaves of a tree there hath y1elded three or four

- pounds. now if the manufa&me of filk, and the plant-;, e

ing of mulberry-trees, has raifed the land to be fo va-

luable, and fome gentlemen receive fuch confiderable s
revenues from their crops of leaves, very great things -
may be expected by our encouraging . and promoting
the manufa&ure of filk in our colomes , where as much
land may ‘be had for fix-pence, as in Ttaly for five
pounds, and if great numbers of mulberry-trees were.

0]




166 TRADE

planted among the Indian nations bordering on our

fettlements, and fome fkilful good temperd perfons

etmploy’d to inftru@ them in the proper feafons for
gathering leaves and feeding the worms, and reward- |-

ing thetn bountifully for their pains, thofe people
might be brought to be very profitable fubjeds to this
hition. the Spaniards, notwithftanding their pride,
have found condefcenfion encugh to inftruct the In-
dians under their jurifdiction, to make them very fer-
viceable in‘carrying on and improving the manufac-

tuirés of indigo, cocheneal, and feveral others, to the
geht advantage of New Spain ‘and the French, in-

their fettlétients aboit the river St. Lawrence, the
greatlakes, and'evén to the Miflifippi,take a great deal
of pains to inftruét themin everything: they thihk may
¢oltribute towardsthe énriching g their'mother cduntry.
they go with ‘thém‘on their long travels in their hunt-
fngfedfons; and now ‘they'hive got Cape Bxeton, 1

ath ihiformed, make thofe Thdians inhabiting that part,‘ g

of thie conitinent, very ufeful to them in 'theirfifheries,

- if the Spaniards afid Frétich can draw thofe people to

- be'fo ferviceable to them, T do not fee it is impoffible,
if kmdnefs, jultice, and'good nature was fhewed them,

- but they may be brought to be very fervmeable to us
calfo. '

~ As T have already obferved Chma produces the
- greateft qirantity‘of filk, Perfia a véry great deal,as [}
~well as Tutkey and Ttaly : ‘it may be'hete noted, that |

) very féw' places are agreeabie to the filk. worm, and no
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part of the world better than in our colonies; no

filk clearer, more gloffy, of a better body, nor fitter
to an{wer. the ufe of fine thrown filk we have from

Italy, than the {mall quantity of filk that has been
~ imported from thence.

It is generally obferved, that all thofe countries
that produce the beft filk, border upon the {ea, and
lic pretty near the fame latitude ; our Plantagions,
the province of Gilon and Nanking, and Chekiam
in China, all border upon the fea, and are pretty near
the fame Iatitude. thofe places in Turkey that pro-
duce filk, border upon the fea, and Italy and Sicily
are in a manner environ’d by the fea; and the pro-
vinces of Granada, Murcia, and Valencia in Spain,
the places that produce the beft filk, as well as Lan-
guedoc and Provencein France, all lie upon the fea;
Canton in China, and Bengal in India, lie ten degrees
more to the fouthward, theair of which countries be-
ing hotter, is fuppofed to be thc reafon why the filk

* is of a bafer {ort.

As the great advantages that :ari{fe to Portugal and
Spain, as well as to us jn oyr fugar and tobacco Plan-
tations, is by the cheap labour of negraes or flaves,
the fame cheapnefs of Jabour might be of moft pro-
digious advantage to us, if employed in our colonies,
in producing and making of filk ; and when that is
over, may turn their hands to raifing and drefling of
hemp and flax, the charge being little more than their
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108 TRADE
cloathing from England ; for the earth there produces
provifions in abundance. .

"We are told by gentlemen of good intelligence,
- the whole charge of making a pound of {ilk in China
does not ftand in above five fhillings, and almoft any
perfon, man, woman, or child, may work at it; and
a man or woman, witha child to affift in directing
the thread of the filk, may with a proper machine,
reel from the cocone or fik- bag, one pound in a
day. - ' '

‘Where they have land for little or nothing, and
labour performed as above, it is not reafonable to
fuppofe that filk can ftand in fo much. now a ma-
nufacture of this kind might be brought, in a little
time, to {o great a degree of perfetion, and fuch quan-

tities raifed, that I fhould think the labour of flaves

employed in this work, would produce above twice as
much as thofe that are employed in planting either fii-
gar or tobacco; and as this nation very much in-

clines to the wearing filk garments in imitation of

the Frenck, to the great difcouragement of our wool-
len manufacture, the manufadure of filk from our Plan-
tations would not only enable us to fupply ourfelves,
but to be capable of exporting very great quantlties
of filk fully manufa.&urcd "
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C H A P. XXXI.

Plantations one great canfe of enriching this nation,

T is plain, that the maritime kingdoms and ftates
of Europe have encreafed in riches and power in
proportion to the right regulations of their trade, the
improvement of manufa&uries, the increafe of théif
fhipping, and the extent of their navigation, which,
I think, is clearly demonftrated by the pradtice of fe~
veral princes and ftates treated on in this difcourfe, -
It was not the fortune of England to be confide-
rable in trade and navigation till the reign of Queen
Elizabeth, who, by the vigorous application of her

miniftry, found methods of removing the woollen ma-

nufa&ture from Flanders, and eftablithed it here, which
has made a mighty progrefs, and fpread itfelf all over
this kingdom ; they found out methods of enIargmg
foreign trade, fent ambaffadowrss to India, Perf; 1a,

"Turkey, Mufcovy, etc. where they found markets |

for our woollen manufaé’cures, and other produéts of
this kingdom. ' but that which exceeded them all,

was the finding out our Plantations by Sir Walter

Rawleigh and others, which difcoveries were impro-
ved by thofe worthy patriots in her fucceffor’s time,

who compleated many fettlements both in- the fugar
and tobacco plantations, which were indeed the caufe
.of the encreafe of our fhipping and navigation ; and
the promoters were fenﬁble of the great advantages
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fucceeding ages would receive, provided the fame ap-
plication was ufed : but the prefent age is fo far un-
acquainted with the caufe of the encreafe o£ ourriches,
that they rather interrupt than encourage it ; and in-
ftead of enlarging, lay hold of fome fmall trifling
things, which they think may touch their private in.
tereft, rather than promote the general good; and if

s Wi .

they think any commodity from the Plantations inter-

feres with fomething we have at home, fome hafty
' flep is taken to prevent it; {o that for the fake of
faving a penny, we often debar ourfelves of things of
a thoufand times the value. '

" This misfortune will happen to any tradmg nation,
if the perfons who have the regulation of the com-
merce, da not underftand it well enough to diftinguith
nicely between thofe channels by which " the riches
flow in upon them, and thofethat carry them away 3
and therefore when things are carried into a wrong
chanpel by fome of the planters, merchants are a-

fraid to mention thofe diforders for fear the remedy -

fhould prove worfe than the difeafe. the gentlemen
that would judge of thofe things, ought to inform
themfelves what this nation was 150 years ago ; how
we have increafed in riches fince that time; what
price corn, cattle, and land bore then, and what
now; and what concurring circumftances have put
us in fo flourithing a condition, who were then fo
inconfiderable in trade, that even London, the me-
tropolis of this kingdom, made but a finall figure to
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what Bruges, Antwetp, and other Hans towns did, as
well as the great cities in the Mediterranean.

- If we examine into the circumftances of the inha-
bitants of our plantations, and our own, it will ap.

pear that not one fourth part of their produtt redounds

to their own profit; for out of all that comes. here,
they only carry back cloathing, and other accommo:
dations for theit families, all which is of the manu-
facture and metchandize of this kmgdom

" Ifany thing to fpare, it islaid up here, and their .
~ children are fent home ‘to be educated.. if there is

enough to fupport the family, they come here; and
only an overfeer is 1éft upon the Plantation to diret,
and the whole produce is remitted home 3 and if e~

riough to purchafe an eftate, then itis Iald out in Old

England : all ‘thofe' advantages we receive ‘by the

- Plantations, befides the mortgages on the planters :
eftates, and the high intereft ‘they pay wus, which is"

very confiderable; and ‘therefore very great care
ought to be ‘taken in regulating all affairs of 'the co-

 lonies, that the plantets be 1ot ipuit nder too many

difficulties, but encouraged to go on chearfully; ‘they
are born with us, or 'the defcendants of fuch, and

~ we know" nothmg ‘but the ‘want of the means ‘to live

at home, keeps them “abroad. there dare very few

| ‘trading or manuﬁx&urmg towns in the: kmgdmn, ‘buit
have'fome dependance'on the Plantation trade.

"'New-England and the northern: colonies have not

'commodmes and- ‘produéts enough- to fend us in re-

22
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turns for purchafing their neceffary cloatlnng, ete.
* but are under very great difficulties, and therefore
any ordinary fort fells with them; and when they
~ are grown out of fathion with us, they are new fa-
fhioned enough there; and therefore thofe places are
the great markets we have to difpofe of fuch goods,
~ which are generally fent ‘at the rifque of the fhop-
keepers and traders of England, who are the great
_ exporters, and not the inhabitants of the colonies, as
fome have imagined.- as the colonies are a market
for thofe forts of goods, fo they are a receptacle for
 young merchants who have not {tocks of their own;

and therefore all our Plantations are filled with fach

“who receive the confignments of  their friends from
hence ; ‘and when they have got a fufficient ftock to
“trade with, they generally return hpme, and -other
“young men take their places ; fo that the continual
" motion’ and}in“tercourfe our people have into the co-
lonies, may't be compared to bees of a hive, which go
‘out empty, but come back again loaded, by which

“means the foundation of many families is laid. the
numbers of failors and._other tradefmen, who have

all their dependance upon this traffick, are prodigiouf-
1y great. our factors, who frequent the northern co-
lonies, being under difficulties to make returns for

fuch goods as they difpofe of, what gold filver, log-'

wood, and other commodities they' trade for upon the
Spanifh coaft, is fent home to England,. as alfo oyl,
whale-fins, and many other goods. likewife another

‘as it i¢ elfewhere obferved,
them employment, and turn their induftry another -
way, now in their infancy, it may be done with a
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great part of returns is made by fhips built there, and.

difpofed of in the Streights, and other. parts of Eu-
rope, and the money remitted to us. now all thofe
fhips are called New.England fhips, and our factors,
after they undertake any bufinefs, are no longer called
Englifhimen, but New Englanders, and the fhips they
build, we are informed, are regiftred as New England
thips. I fhall therefore humbly recommend it to fuch
gentlemen as are the guardians of the trade of the na-
tion, that our own intereft is not miftaken' for that
of the planters ; for every reftraint and difficulty put
upon our trade with them, makes them have recourfe
to their own produéts which they manufacture; a

thing of great confequence to us, and ought to be

guarded againft : for if they are fupplied with their

own manufatures, one great part of the advantages
we fhould otherwife receive, is cut off 3 and therefote,

very little trouble; and it is to be hoped, the regula-
tions propofed in this difcourfe would entirely effect
it. there is another advantage we receive by our Plan-

tations, which is hardly fo much as thought on; I
mean the prodigious increafe of our (hipping, by the -
 timber trade between Portugal, étc. and our Planta-.
tions, which ought to have all poflible encourage-
ment ; for by it we have crept into all the corners of -

Evurope, and become the common carriers in the Me-
, p ,

if ‘care is taken to find -
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diterranean, as well as between the Mediterranean;
Holland, Hambro’, and the Baltick 3 and this. is the
caufe of fo great an addition to our thipping, and the
reafon why the Dutch, etc. are fo exceedingly funk.
but if ever a ftop fhould be put to the building of
fhips in New England, etc. and carrying our timber:
from thence, we would foon fink in our navigation,
" and that of the Dutch flourifh in its former height
and grandeu r. the. numbers of Englith fhips we fo.
" often tead of, that are at Lifbon or the Streights, is
a fufficient demonf(tration of the' truth of this. - doubt-:
lefs a great many of thofe fhips are loaden upon ac-
count’ of the Dutch; for nothing is more common
th‘an'tyheir',. hirinig our fhips (which difcharge their
loading in the Streights) to tranfport their goods from
Spain, etc.. to Amfterdam, and other places.

We have a great many young men who are bred
to the fea, and have friends to fupport them; if they
cannot get employment ‘at home, they go to New.
England, and the northern colonies, with a cargo of

goods, which ‘they there fell at a. very great profit,

and. with the produce build a. fhip, and. purchafe &
loading of lumber, and fail for Portugal or the Streights,
etc, and after difpofing of their cargoes. there, - fre-
quently ply from port to port in the Mediterranean,
till they have cleared fo much money as will in a good
part pay for the firlt coft of the cargo carried out by
them, and then perhaps. fell their. fhips, come home,
take up another cargo from thgir,emplgyers,‘,aqd, fo,
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go back and build another ‘fhip; by this'means mul-

titudes of feamen are brought up, and upon a war the
nation better provided with a greater number of fail-
ors than hath been heretofore known. here the maf
ter becomes merchant alfo, and many - of them gain by
this lumber trade great eftates, and a vaft treafure is
thereby yearly brought into the kingdom, in'a way
new and unknown' to our fore-fathers; for indeed it
Is gaining the timber-trade, (heretofore carried on by
the Danes and Swedes) our Plantations being nearer
the markets of Portugal and Spain than they are.
thofe advantages have made fome people think, that
tho’'we efteem New England and the northern colo-
nies of fnall advantage to us; yet if things were truly
ftated, ‘they are as profitable as moft other of out
Plantations. fome of our fhip-builders think the de-
cay of their trade proceeds from the number of fhips
built in' the Plantations ; but I muft confefs I differ
widely from them ; for we have been informed, that
in the' war begun in 1688-9, we loft more fhips in
one year, than we did from the laft war with the

‘Dutch to that time, and that three fourths of the

fhips belonging to Briftol, and fome other ports, were
either taken or defiroyed by the French. this gave
occafion for- all the fhip-carpenters in the kingdom,
that could be fpared from building the Royal Navy,
to be employed in building new fhips in the places
of thofe taken by the French, and upon conclufion of
the peace with France, there were fo many fhips built
P2
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during the time of the war, that were a full fupply

for all the trade that was then carried on 3 and there- -

fore it is fuppofed one fourth of the builders may be
fufficient to fupply all that we now want. it cannot
be faid that any of our men of ‘war are built in the
Plantations; or thips for the Eaft-India, Turkey, ot
the South-Sea’ trades, or very few Plantation-built
fhips turned into colliers (the moft bulky part of our

navigation;) and. I believe the greateft part of our
' fhips for the Barbadoes, Jamaxca, and Virginia. trades,
are built here,

We know there are fame Plantatmmbuilt ﬁups .

ufed in the New England, Newfoundland, and the
Plantation trades, and between the Plantations and
the Streights in' the lumber trade, as before dbferved,
who come home in their circular voyages, and ate
here refitted ;. which is fo far from being a prejudice
to our fhip-builders, that it is looked upon to beone
‘of the beft articles in their trade ; for it is generally

thought the profits they get by mending old thips, is

as great to-them as the building new ones, aak tim-

ber being {o very dear, that thofe fhips which were

built before the war, at three pounds per ton, now coft
fix pounds per ton, or better. if wewere to give that
price for fhips to carry on our prefent navigation,

ours would foon fink between the Plantations and the _
Mediterranean, Holland, ete. and if we thould fall

inte a new war, it would be difficult to find oak to
build the Royal Navy ; and therefore, asa prudent

CONSIDER ED. iry

nation, great care fhould be taken to keep up a fuffi- |
cient ftock of our own oak ready to repaxr our walls' ‘

of defence. L

" CH A P. XXXIIL o
ALts of Affembly tobe tranfimitted to the ng and Cowncil, ana‘

approved of before they feall be of force in the Plantations, .

AS I have made fome general obfervations upon
ocur' Plantation trade, and fhewn how the fame.

may be enlarged, I would, with great fubmiffion, take
the hberty to make a few remarks upon the methods

' now ufedin’ makmg of laws in the Plantations, which
| frequently create mxfunderﬁandmgs bctween the go-

vernor and- people.
Govemors commonly go over with the view of
increafing their fortunes ; ‘and this muft: arife from

! the people ; and as they provxde for their governors,
| the larger the provifion is, o are alfo their demands

for fome advantages for themfelves, and commonly
require the making fome laws that are greatly to the
prejudice of this kingdom; many of which being tem=
porary, and laft but for two or three years, ferve the
purpofe»s théy were intended for ; and when the oc-

- cafion is over, the laws ceafe before we are acquamted

thh the mifchief done by them.

- Other laws are made, which they exercife as fong
as they can 3 and if repealed here, the fame i inconve~
niencies are enated under another name, and in ano-
ther drefs, yet altogether as prejudicial to the welfarg
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of this kingdom, as thofe that have been repealed :
but if the governor hasonly a view to difcharge his
truft, and will not grant what they afk, the people
are filled with refentment ; and in fuch cafes, there
are never wanting bufy forward men, that ftrive to
be dictators and leaders of the reft, who blow up the
coals, and make the diftanceas wide as they can, and
who ftudy all the methods they can think of, to delay
and obftru& as much as in them lies, all the advan-
tages he. nﬁ’ght receive by his {tation ; and thereupon
great quarrels and controverfies enfue, and reprefen-
tations both from the governors and people fenthome,

v which give the miniftry here un{peakable trouble,
"And: whereas laws which are made in the colo~
nies, tho’ mever o inconvenient, do fubfift till they
are fent home and difapproved of ; yet this is very

often delayed, to the great prejudice of this king-, |

dom. it S

It is therefore propofed, for remedying thofe in~
conveniencies, that no law fhall pafs in the Planta-
tions, until a copy thereof be prepared by the gover-
nor and aflembly of each province, and fent over here
to be examined and approved by the King and
Coundl, as the laws from Ireland now are; faving on-
~ ly, that if thelaws now in force do not enable them,
upon any fudden invafion from the Indians, etc. to

raife men and money for their own fecurity and de~ -

fence, they fhall be empowered, upon fuch emergen~
clesy to vaife what fupplies they fhall fee neceffary. -

CONSIDERED. g

- CH AP XXXIII.

Concerning free-ports in general, and in particular, the advan-

tage it would be to this nation to endow Port-Mahon and

Gibraltar ‘with that privilege.

AS this is a kingdom abdunding with manufic-
& tures, and many products within ourfelves, and

alfo. pofleffed of Fifheries and Plantations abroad,

which afford commodities extremely well adapted for
the Portugal and Mediterranean markets, I am hum-
bly of opinion, that if Gibraltar and Port-Mahon were
made free ports, this kingdom would reap very great
advantages from them. for then fhips with fith,  or
any other merchandize that will niot readily fell in any
port of Portugal, or ports of Spain, might be lodged
at one of the {aid places, inftead of being forced now
to go as far as Leghorn tounload, becaufe of the high
doties in Portugal and Spain ; for when cargoes are
landed at' Leghorn, it often happens that great part
is carried out again to other places for a market ;and
making thofe places free ports, would foon remove
good part of the trade from Leghorn, (the only free
port of note inthe Mediterra‘nean)rthith,er; S
What I mean by free ports, is notonly the liberty
of importing and -exporting goods free from duty,
but that the civil government fhould be adminiftred
by a mayor, aldermen, and burgefles, or civil magif-

trates under thofe or other - denominations,. before
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whom all civil affairs thould be tried, refpe&ting pro-
perty; independently upon the governor or other of-
ficers for fupporting military power, who fhould no
way intermeddle in civil aﬁ'axrs s for it hath been an old

obfervation, That trade was never known to flourith
under a military power; and- therefore even in the

frontier great cities and towns of France,  where mi-
litary difcipline hath been practifed with as much ri=
gour as in any place, we have always underftood, in
thofe places where any trade was carried on, the right
“of the merchant was always tried in a civil way; and
in moft fuch places a court of metchants is eftablifhed,
which is alfo cuftomary in the great cities-and towns
upon the frontiers of Holland, etc. which fubje is.
very handfomely treated on hy Sir Joﬁah Chxld ‘inhis
treatife upon trade. ~
The differences refpe&mg trade and merchandlze
_arg fearcely ever better ended, than by a reference a-
mong merchants, which have been al{o approved and
recommended by the courts.of Weltminfter-hall; and
frequently of late years, even feveral cafes have been
referred to the determination of the three firt men
upon the jury. and if controverfies fhould happen in
either of the aforefaid places, ten or twelve of the
aldermen or burgeffes thould be appointed for that
fervice, and any three of them at one time to be upon
‘the bench of juftice, fhould have power to determme
-all matters of difference.

If juftice fhould come to be fo eaﬁly admmxﬁred
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and’ property fo well' fecured, it would -undoubtedly

draw great numbers of people to fettle there ; but more
efpecially, if a general liberty of confcience was grant~
ed, ‘there would be flocks of peoplefoon colle¢ted out
of thofe who now dwell under the' terrors of the in-

- quifition; and other perfecutions; neither could places

fo well fituated want trade, or men of great fortun'e's
to carry it on; when once well eftablithed.
And thus; if thofe places thould rife to be conf' de-

rable, as' undoubtedly they would, by the encourage-

ment of fuch privileges, they might, by laying excifes,
and other eafy duties, as alfo by -anchorage, and the

like {fmall port charges, be capable of raifing a .confi-

derable revenue, ‘which might in time be fufficient to

fupport the garrifonis, and to fpare; of which we fee.

an inftance in the flourithing port of Leghorn. nor
can_ happier fituations be found for fuch purpofes,
Gibraltar lying in the very mouth of the Streights,
and within fight of all fhips that fail to, or return from
the Mediterranean fea ; and the merchants may have
quick advice what demands there are for any commos=

dities in the trading cities ‘of Portugal and Spainj

and Port-Mahon lies fo conveniently, and fo near the
coaft of Spain and Eaft-France; that even the fithing-
boats from Toulon and Marfeilles, down to Barce-
lona, Alicant, and Carthagena, may come and trade
with them, - they have alfo the convenience of a long
tra& on the coaft of Barbary, Italy, etc, -

+ As much as I am for making Gibraltar and Ports

Q
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" Mahon free ports, I cannot yet be of their opiniorn;
who are for having all the ports of England. made
free, all our- caftom-houfes demolithed, and all the
products and manufa@ures of the world brought in
free of all duty, that we may fend them out again as
free to other countries, alledging that this is the pracs
tice of Holland, the Hans-Towns; Hambourg, Leg-
horn, etc. and that it is by this- means  they have
work’d themfelves into fo vaft and extenfive-a trade
* in furnithing other people with foreign commodities 3
 but thefe ‘noticns are entirely wrong » for as to the
Dautch, they lay duties on their importations as well
- as 'we, and have cuftom-houfes and regular officerd
for “ the colleion of them. it is true however, that
' thefe duties are fmall, and the nature of their trade
abfolutely requires it; foras they have the Maeze,
 the Rhine, and the Mofelle, and-divers other great
" rivers, to fend up their merchandize for a vaftextent
- all over Germany, the profit of their people; and the
fupport of - their trade, ‘depends chiefly on the vent
of their importations in thofe inland parts of  the con-
tinent; and they know very well, that if they fhould
“load them with duties, other trading places would un-
derfell thein, and ruin: their traffick that way. ‘but as
to what is {pent in their own country, ‘they are not
wanting to impofe duties; perhaps as high; and in
fome, higher than ours: ‘nor-is - our management-in
this affair different from.ythatof the Dutch,.as to the
“matter, but only in the manner; for where we lay

.
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high cuftoms on importation, ’tis-only on fuch com-
modities. as dre not of neceflity, but rather tend to
luxury; that fuch of the fubjets as can afford to fpend

- them, may by this way of taxing contribute .to the

fupport of the government ; but for thofe which we
have a vent for in foreign markets, fuch a drawback of
the duty is allowed, as will reduce our cuftoms on
them to be no higher perhaps than thofe of the Dutch.
as to Hambourg and the Hans-Towns, they act upon.
the very fame principles as the Dutch : but the trade
of Leghorn is fomewhat upon a different foot, not
being carried on fo much by the fubjects of the Grand
Duke, as by the merchants of divers nations who
correfpond there; fo that this port is as it were a.
great' warehoufe, where merchants may lay up their
goods at a {mall charge, to be ready for tranfporta-
tion up and down the Mediterranean, as markets may .
demand, and fuch as this is, I am humbly of the -
opinion, we might eftablifh at Gibraltar and Port-Ma-
hon. ‘but to think it would be an advantage for any.
trading nation to admit all manner of foreign commo-
dities: to be imported free from all duties, is an unac-
countable notion ; and {till much lefs fuitable to the
circumftances of our ifland, than to the continent:
for we bave no.inland countries beyond us, (as they
have) with whom  we can carry on trade by land ¢

- but what is of the utmoft confequence to us, is, that -

by laying high duties, we are always able to check
the vanity of our people in their extream fondnefls of

Q2
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wearing exotick manufadures : for if it were not for

this reftraint, as our neighbours. give much lefs wa-
ges to their workmen than we do, and' confequently
can fell- cheaper, the Italians, the French, and the

Dutch, would have continued to pour upon us their
filks, . paper, hats; druggets, {tuffs, ratteens; and even

~ Spanifh wooll cloaths: for they have the wooll of
- that:country as cheap as we, and are becomie mafters

of that bufinefs by the great encouragement they have

“given to able workmen from other countries to fettle

with them, and thereby have prevented the growth of
thofe manufactures amongft ws, and fo might have
reduced us to the low eftate'we were in before their
eftablithment ; apd therefore it will ever be a maxim
firily to be obferved by all prudent governments,
who are capable of manufadtures within themfelves,
to lay fuch duties on the foreign, as. may favour their

own, and - difcourage the importation of any of the

like forts from abroad. by ‘this means the French

have in our time nurfed up a woollen manufadury,

and brought it to fuch perfection, as to furnith them-
{felves with all fuch woollen goods as they formerly
bought of us, to a very great value, and are even be-
come competitors with us in foreign markets. -

-+ While Englard isin poffeflion of Gibraltar, the
trade of  the Medirerranean will be open to all the

nations of Europe ; but if it thould fall into the hands
of Spain, it is to be feared, by the fmall regard they
pay to treaties of late, and the ufe they now fee they
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CONSIDERED. 123
could make of it, the next thing would be to in-
commeode . us in our trade and navigation into the
Mediterranean 3 for.as it is:part of the continent of
Spain, they could at any time fuccour. it with men
and provifions, and with the. afliftance of fix orf.,eight
light frigates migh t ftop up the mouth of the Streights,
{o that no thip could go in or out without their per+
miflion, unlefs convoyed by a fleet of thips of war,
the expence of which, no trade could bear ;. for from
the fignal-houfe at Gibraltar they can deﬁ:ry hips ei-
ther in. the Mediterranean or Ocean, . eight or ten
!eagu‘es,; -and the fame winds that carry thofe fhips
into or out of the ‘Mediterranean, may alfo cai'ry
thofe frigates qut of the bay of Gibraltar to intercept
all fhips in their paffage ; and as Gjibraltar was never
a place of great tradey it cannot ihjmje the commerce
of Spain for not having it in their hands 5 for they
have the cities of Cadiz and Seville clofe by it without
the Streights, and Malaga, Cartagena,  Alicant, and
a great many other trading towns all along the coaft
within the Streights Mouth ; there muft be fome other
motive that caufes the Spaniards to infift on. thofe
places ; and if -we fhould ever be perfuaded to. part
with them, I am afraid, when too late, we fhall fee
the true reafon is, that they may, with the ftronger
expedtation, demand fomething greater of us; but I
hope we fhall never part with thofe. places, without

ferioufly weighing the confequences.

L England, above all other places, ought to b.e‘,l.lfﬁd,

3-‘ \ b "‘é
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well by Spain, becaufe we take more of their pro.
ducs than all. the relt of Europe does befide; and
even upon the account of trade, if 4 ftri¢t fearch was
to be made in the balance, it would ‘be found Spain is
as much obliged to us, as we are to them, for;taking
of ‘thofe extraordinary quantities of thelr oyl wme,
frmt and other produéions. - L
" If Gibraltar had been delivered to- usy or by free

confent put into our hands, it is no more than fome

of the mightieft princes of the world have done to o-
ther trading nations ; for the Portuguefe’ do to this
day enjoy, in the empire of China, the town and
caftle of Mocao, in the very entrance of the river of
Canton, as a- fecurity ‘to the European mnations that
trade thither ; they enjoy the city’ of Goa, on the
coaft of Malabar, and had garrifons for the {ecurity of

- their trade in feveral parts of India, fome of which

they were difpoffeffed of by the Dutchand Englith,
the' Englith ‘Eaft-India- Company at ‘this’ day enjoy

_ Fort St. George and Fort St. David’s, on the coaft of -

Cormandel ;- Fort William in the bay of Bengal, in
the mouth of the’ Ganges ; Bombay, not far from Su-~
ratte, the greatelt mart-of India ; as well as many o-
ther forts and places, which are allowed as pledges

for the fecurity of their trade. the Dutch have the

famous cities of Batavia and Bantam, and. above thir=
ty other faftories in India. the Spaniards themfelves
allowed the Dutch Fort Lillo, on the mouth of the

- Scheld, for -and' during the time- t,hcy.poifeﬁéd‘- i't;,
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COMSIDERED. 127
even to their quitting Flanders, which entirely inter-
rupted the trade of Antwerp, and: the navigation of
the Scheld; and yet that conceffion was always ob-
ferved, and never made any difference in the trade
and commerce between the two nations. it muft be
allowed that place was.of confequence to Spain, and
the trade of Flanders did in great meafure fall into
the hands of the Dutch but; as before obferved, Gib-
raltar was ‘never a place of . great trade, nor can it
injure the commerce of Spain to make good their
treaty, and confirm the ceffion thereof, as a Iécunty
to our trade and navigation, = - :

- Itis furprifing that Spain IBould keep thext treattes
with all other nations, allow the Emperor Flanders,
Milan, Naples, and Sicily ; allow the French that part
of Hifpaniola, which they took pofleffion of in time
of peace, and yet: fhould chufe to quarrel with their
greateft benefactors for a thing that is worth nothing
to them ; but .as to us who..are fo deeply concerned
in navigation, a prote&ion to our Mediterranean
trade, which it is to be fuppofed the Engh{h nation
wxll never part w1th. T T : ‘

CcHA P'.'- XXXIV.

Conf derat:orzs upon the general balzmce.

, I’I‘ is a matter of great difficulty to know the true

balance of trade ; fome expect the cuftom-houfe
accounts will fet us to rights, but there may be a

o s on L a-;.. i s s
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gréat many fallacies’ in"thofe accounts 3 a great many
goods exported may be over-rated, and a great niany
imported ‘undei-rated : ‘befides, it i po{ﬁble to'run-in
vaft quantities of goods that we can have 1o account
of ; and fome metchants have entred double the quan-
tity of woollens they inténd to fhip off; to dxfcourage
others from feriding to the fame market: o
On a fotrifet” compitation ‘made by the infiie&tor~

- genefal ‘of the ¢tiffoms, the importation of Holland’s

linnen for the yeaf 1703, viz. hollands, ‘damals;
diapets, borelaps; etc. amounted to 2137611, and
upon perufing fome papers, I had 4 mind to exarine

the entry of all 'hollands, cambrxcks, and Flanders -

lace, entered in the year 17233 and T found' Hol
land’s linnen valued at 148971 1. tho*at”the fame

tirme it was fuppofed, thiat above five hundred thoi-

fand people, met, woren, and childresi; wote hol
Jands” for fhifting, befide” gréat’ quantities ufed- for

fheeting and tabling. reckoning the fhirting but at

thitty fhillings per head, that no more thah five hun-
dred thoufand people’ ‘worehollahd; it would amount
to feven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds'; and
doubtlefs the ‘fheeting and tabling would amount to
one hundred thoufand pounds more. and the cam-
bricks entered from Holland and Flanders that year
amounted to twenty four thoufand five hundred fixty
{even pounds, tho’ it is become the general wear of
the kingdom, and almoft every footman hath got a
cambrick neckcloth or rufﬂes, and women of all
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CONSIDERED. 129
confiderable families, whether the ladies themfelves,
or their fervants, all ufe it for head- dreﬂés and ruffles.
the whole confumptxon is thought to ftand the na-
tion in above two hundred thoufand pounds yearly.,

In the fame account, the article of Flanders lace
is valued at five thoufand eight hundred and thirtcen
pounds ; whereas we know one fuit of head-cloths
frequently colts one hundred pounds, and the tire of
one bride hath frequently come to three or four hun-
dred pounds, and great numbers of nobility, ladies of
the firft rank, even to the merchants wives and daugh-
ters, vye with one another who fhall - ~appear in the
richeft lace. there’s no coming to a certainty, but

“very good judges think this article muft coft the na-

tion above three hundred thoufand pounds yearly.

1 give only thefe mﬁances, to fhew how unccrtam
itis to depend upon our cuftom-houfe accounts ;
for befides the forementxoned articles,, we have very'
great quantities of muﬂm, coffee, tea, fpice, and al-
moft all ather forts of goods run in upon us from
Holland, Flanders, France, etc. {o that to take the
right way of judging of the increafe or decreafe of the
riches of the nation by the trade we drive with fo-.
reigners, is to examine whether we receive money-
from them, or fend them ours; for if we export
more goods than we receive, it is moft certain we
fhall have a balance brought to us in gold and filver,
and the mint will be at work to coin that gold and
fiver: but if we import more than we export, or

« R ,
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130 T RADE
fpend our money in foreigh countries, then it is as
certain the balance muft be paid by gold and filver
‘fent them to difcharge that debt, _

T have beftowed fome time in exammmg what i I-
ver and gold was fhip’d out in the year 1723; and
it appears we ﬂup d in that year to Holland,

L in flver - - ,-‘ - - 1810703 ounces.
ingold - - - - - 255753 ounces, |
T o India, in filver - - - - - 2143086 ounces.
in bullion or melted

} 119120 ounces.

filver

* Poffibly there may be fome entred out for Holland s

and not fhip'd, as is frequently done in other goods ;
and-there may be fome fhip’d to India, and not en-

tred : but certain it is, both pieces of eight and bul-

lion are bought and fhip'd off, fome of which coft
5s. 4d. fomess. 5d. and fome more per ounce;

and I believe none fo low as ftandard or 5s. 2d. for

thirty years paft; and I prefume it has notat any
time fold for more than 5s. 2d. in Holland: fo
that I think I may fafely conclude, that upon an a-

verage we pay or lofe 4 per cent, upon all the filver

fhip’d to Holland, and we muft fuppofe gold bears
fome proportion to the filver.
* "There is no notice taken of filver or gold fhlp d

off to Norway or Sweden, or the Baltick, nor the

bullion {ent from hence to Holland, which we may
fuppofe is generally of our coin’d money melted
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CONSIDERED. 131
down., what is catried goes away fecretly, left, by being
made publick, it fhould lead irito an enquiry whence
the bullion came: what the quantity fhip’d off be-
fide may be, is impoflible to guefs ; however, what
appears amounts to above two millions {terling in
that year, and it is improbable any fum like this can
be brought into this kingdom from all the nations.
we trade with, we have no bullion coming to us. in
gold and filver, unlefs it be from Portugal and Spain ;
and what we have had of late by our South-Sea trade,
and from Jamaica, and the reft of our Plantations;
and therefore I am afraid that large quantities of our
coin, now goes away to pay for our luxury.

I expect it will be afk’d, what reafon there is for
fending fo much money to Holland, it being gene-
rally allow’d they take much more of our goods and
merchandize, than we do of theirs,

If the infpetor-general’s account be right, we have
a greater balance of trade upon the Dutch, than we
have upon Portugal and Spain both . put together ;
and if we had no other nation to pay money to, who
are indebted to the Dutch, we fhould, notwithftanding
the fmuggling trade, receive a balance from thence ;
but as we take furprizing quantities of timber, iron,
flax, hemp, linnen, filk, fine cambricks,. Flanders
lace, fine high priced wines, velvets, brocades, and
a valt number of other things: this bullion is fent to

‘Holland to pay for them, and the Dutch' ‘manage their
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trade with all thofe countries with fo much prudence,

- that they are generally in their debt. and to make

this more clear, I fhall propofe a flate of the trade
between England and thofe countries from whence
we have thofe vaft quantities of goods, for which we
are forced to pay the balance they have upon us in
ready money; I therefore fuppofe the fundry king-
doms and ftates underimenitioned, hdve balances ani-

_ nually paid them by us.

Upon the war between Sweden dard Denmark, a
great many of their bulky fhips being deftroy’d, the
importation of theit comthodities wis chiefly in Bii-
tith thipping; but that war being ovér, and they has
ving again beguri to build great numbers of fuch vef-
fels, the freight of their goods is like to fall again in-
to their own hands, dfid then we may expect the ba-
lance coming to them will be greater upon us than
now it is.

The feveral rums fuppofed to be paid, are only fet

down to give the reader, in a fliort view, fome idea

of the generdl trade we "'Hriv“é, and the great fums
thofe natiofis draw from us; but not for him to de-
pendon ascertain balances; there may bemore due to
fome countries ; to other countries there may be lefs,
or the general balance may be moré, orit may be lefs 5
nor do I think it is poffible, by the cuftom-houfe
accounts, or any other calculations; to come t6 a cer-

tainty ; but by former calculations the fuins fet down
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here were fuppofed to be near the balances thofe coun-

tries had upon us ; and we have reafon to believe
they are not lefs now.

I defire others, who have more time to fpare, will
examine into it; and if they have reafon to believe
thofe foreign nations draw fuch large fums from us,
how ferviceable it would be to put thofe obfervations
into the cleareft view poffible : for my own part, I
do not pretend to have the capacity to reprefent mat-
ters of this nature fo perfectly as fome gentlemen
can, which makeés me defirous to incite them to em-
ploy their thoughts upon fo neceffary a work.

We will fuppofe the balance of trade} L.
we pay Neorway for timber, etc.over and $ 130,000
above what they take from us, to be .- | :

The balance to Sweden for iron, tim-°
ber, etc, - - - }

The balance to Ruffia for hemp, flax,”
linnen, hides, tallow, pot-afh, txmber,l
ifon, ete, - . g

The balance to the Emperor’s heredi-
tary countries of Silefia, etc. for broad and -
narrow garlix, lawns, dowlas, as well as >
all other forts of linnen, whether from {
Pruffia, or Switzerland, and all other com+:
modities, from Hambro’, Bremen, etc. ]

- The balance to Flanders for their lace}

240,000

400,000

MNsie

500,000

250,000

. —
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i . The balance for cambricks and cam-7’ ; that' are lo'd for re-exportation ; the prolits f’f t'he“
L from St. Quintin, Cambray " African trade, by the large fums of money we receive
i bmck lawns from 1 t.o Bour de;ux for clai | | for negroes fold to the Spanifh Weft-Indies, etc. be-
Valenciennes; an - . fides what they fell to our Plantations, and gold duft
rets to Champaign and Burgundyfor wine; p 500,000 . e SR R

, : brought home, the balance we receive from Portugal 3
i to Paris for filk and filver brocades, vel- | ! o . , > >
: 4 oreat quantities of other 4 and we may mention the balance from Spain, tho’
) vetsé etc. an p%)n usq o J T am afraid that is not fo confiderable as fome ima-
1, ! thrown ilk from Pic d ! gine. now if the trealure drawn from our Plantations,
i The balance for trown } 200,000  k  and from Ireland; and the profits of the aforefaid
i . mont, etc. - - - ' g
i

. trades do not difcharge the above balances, the reft
To thefe T will add the money fpent | ‘ 5 |
by young noblemen and gentlemen, upon | muft be paid in gold and filver from hence.
y Yo _
their travels into France, Italy, Germa- > 100,000 | N.B. ¢We have not taken any notice in 1 the a

ctc. and the remittances that are made ¢ bove catalogue of thofe nations, which we
ny, e ¢ think take as many of our manufa&urcs as

v
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faffected who are gone abroad.

g%» to thi dl.a ¢ i = d 6 reign ers for mo-3 K ) ¢ we do of thexrs : nelther do we think it ne-

i tereft paid fo 3 - "

?‘%; The in fund P & 200,000 o« cefﬁry to give our thoughts what we think

b urfunds, . - - - : ]

i ney 1r11 ° foent upon forcign embaf: .f ~ ¢ thofe balances may be, which we have upon S
i € en Y S g . St
l}‘{! " The money ip P g - - ; ¢ our Plantatlons, Ireland, etc.’ A
i 185, etc. - - - ‘ i W B
i ! e w:ll {uppofe that Thomas London is the ge- i
i As it is fuppofed we have the above balances to PP g o ;
il -} neral trader for the whole nation of England to all' LA
b ay, it may be queried what places we, trade with, ;; G
il pay, P f | thofe countries that have thofe great balances upon o)
il from whence we are fupplied with e eéts to anfwer ;5 b
il hended b the oreatet | US* _he orders his correfpondents in Norway, Swe~ e
il thofle demands- it is apprehended much the gre ;‘ ]
bl s den, Ruflia, Silefia, Hambro’, Bremen, Bruges, St. il
o part is raifed out of our own Plantations, and from :

EE

Quintin, Cambray, Valenciennes, Bourdeaux, Paris,

Ireland, there being vaft foms due from the latter to

e

Ui e 1iob] d ventlemen of this kingdom, who = | and Piedmont, to draw their feveral balances upon his
i%! the noblemen and gentier e Knetom, W I correfpondent ' Andrew Holdfaft in Amfterdam, to
B have eftates there, which is remitted to us for the - : o :
i 1 Fl | whom he writes, that he has given orders to draw
A " provifions they fend to Spain, Portugal, France, Flan-  § i £ ¢ A bl oeiively
i f the K& uponhim for the forementioned balances refpectively
I ders, Holland, etc. we may add the profits o due to thofe feveral countries. Thomas London goes
13%5 Faft-India trade upon the vaft quantities of goods | R PSR o8

s
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iy upon the exchange, employs his broker to take up ; L . o 7 i
bills, in order to pay the faid balances : he agrees | Prohibiting the wearing of printedy T

with Ifrael Mendez, and others, for the whole fum ; hollands, and printed German linnen, and 100,000 I

and, as occafion offers, delivers his money-to them, ; conﬁ‘ning that trade to the wearing of ¢
' i < Hh ) -

and takes their bills, which he fends to Amfterdam to ‘ Enghlh, ucofS, and Irxﬁl. linnen. ;

difcharge the bills drawn as aforefaid. Ifrael Mendez, | Encouraging the fowing of bemp andy

and others, make it their bufinefs to buy up piecesof | flax in our Plantations, and fupplying |

i eight, moidores, and other gold and bullion, andex- O;rfelves_ V'g,th part Of ‘."hat we ufe from { 300,000
. port to Holland to anfwer their draughts: thisisa | thence, inflead of having all from Ruf- |

it ﬁao - - ‘ -

fufficient reafon why we export fo much bullion to . , J
Holland. J Importing raw filk from China, and}.

throwing it with water-engines here, in-
ftead of Piedmont filk, the cheapnefs of i
which would enable us to- fupply foreign:
markets as cheap as any other country of {
Europe. - - |
Farther improvements upon fine raw)
filk to be made in Carolina, Penfilvania, } 200’,‘000 ‘ e
etc. to anfwer the ufe of Piedmont filk. J = ,
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I thall now propofe fome articles of trade andim- |
provements of manufactures at home, which, T am
firmly perfuaded, if well regulated and carried on”
with fpirit and refolution, might be made many hun-
dred thoufand pounds yearly more profitable fo the
nation than now they are. I fhall begin the cata-
logue of thofe regulations, by propofing,

 The encouraging and making fine] L.

100,000
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=

=
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it
it
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lace, velyets, filver and gold ftuffs, and | ' Encouraging the making of pig-iron 1 8l

valuing ourfelves as much upon appear- | v in t%le Plaptano.n‘s, apd making it into | o | ‘; _
ing in manufaétures of our own, as the b 300,000 | bar-iron, by additional forges to be erec- ¥ 100,000 o
late French king and his courtiers did | | | ted here, inftead of having the whole RES R
upon wearing their woollens, and other from Sweden, etc. - - o I
manufadtuzes of France. - | Difpofing of bar-iron, which may be , i
The wearing fine muflins and othery | made in the colonies, to Portugal, Italy, i
fine manufa&uies of India, inﬁead ofl | Coaft of Afiica, and all other parts of the i 200,000 b

wearing French cambricks, and cambnci( L 200,000 Mednterranegn, as well as T urkey and| o

lawas, S A India. - - “j it
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Making of pot-afh in the Plantations-
inftead of having it from Ruflia. -
Encouraging our own navigation, by
building large bulky fhips, fuch as are ufed
by the Danes and Swedes, and importing {
~ part of our timber from New-England,
Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland. = ~ ¢
Regulating our trade from the Planta-?
. tions, by ftrengthning the a& of naviga-
tion, in obliging all fhips that come to |-
Portugal, the Streights, etc. to come to
Fngland, and lay out theirmoney here, and § 400,000
by that fhort navigation to the Streights, |
carry our Plantation commodities as cheap
as the French do theu‘s by then' new re-
gulations. - S v
The making of cochineal, raifing of]
indlgo, encouraging the planting of cocoa |
" trees, and many other improvements in §
Carolina, aswell as the fugar iflands.
Supplying the north of England, Scot- ]
land and TIreland, with plenty of hemp
and flax from our Plantations, would give

100,000

“

100,000

employment to a million of people fup- 5 1250,000

pofed to be now out of work, allowing}
cach earned one penny a day, and ac-|
counting 300 working days in the year.

It is worth whxlc to read over the luﬁory of thofé- 1

30,000
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times wherein our Plantations were fettled, to fee the
{pirit, refolution, and indefatigable endeavours of our
anceftors. and we are highly obliged to a noble duke,
who has lately revived their example ; to whom (tho’
he had not the defired fuccefs in his generous under-
taking of fettling St. Lucia) this nation will remain
debtors for his publick fpirited defign.

Upon the firft fettlement of our colonies, great
fums of money were iflued out of this kingdom for
clearing the land, ereing fugar-works, and purcha-
fing negroes to fupply them, as well as the tobacco
Plantations ; and therefore when our firft planters
fettled there, they in general mortgaged their Planta-
tions to borrow. money, for which they pald a large
intereft. :
1If we were then capable of raifing money for car-
rying on thofe defigns, could we now be rouzed up
into a ftate of induftry, how much more eafily might
it be ‘done by the money that is daily paid out of the
funds ; and how much better would it be for: the

‘kingdom to improve the money to fuch ufeful ad-

vantages, than to have it remain a charge upon our
eftates. . :

Some of the induftrious planters then cleared off
their mortgages in a little time, not but that fome of

~ them lived {o high, that they have fuffered part of the

mortgage to remain upon their eftates to this day :

_ but this happens only to ill oeconomifts ; for I was

credxbly mformed by a gentleman from Jamaica, with
S 2
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whom I had fome difcourfe upon the fubject, that a
young man of his acquaintance bought a piece of
ground, clear’d it of the wood, and borrowed ten
thoufand pounds to pay for the land, purchafe ne-
groes, and ereét the works; and yet by his induftry,
in ten years time, he paid off the faid ten thoufand
pounds, and had the Plantation clear to himfelf. this

 fhews the improvements that mmght be made where
induftry is ufed.

Some will have the number of negwes employed
in our Plantations to be one hundred and ninety, or

two hundred thoufand ; but becaufe I defire all my

calculations may rather be within, than exceed the
common -computation, I will fuppofe them to be
about one hundred and fifty thoufand, and the pro-
duce fent home from thence of all forts for our own
confumption, as well as what was re-exported, toge-
ther with the profit of our fhipping employed therein,
to be about 1,500,0001. a year; and that part that
was re-exported (or carried to foreign markets) might,
before the increafe of the home-confumption of our
fugar, and the decay of the re-exportation, amount to
near half that fum. now all this great increafe of our
treafure proceeds chiefly from the labour of negroes
in the Plantations ; and there is no manner of doubt
to be made, if the {fame fpirit was raifed in our inha-
bitants to add to our riches, as was in thofe perfons.
who firft feteled them, they would find, that by the
Labour of the like number of negroes employed upon.
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CONSIDERED. 141
raifing filk, iron, hemp, flax, pot-ath, and other im-
provements here mentioned, turn to greater account,
than ever the {ugar and tcbacco Plantations have yet
afforded.

‘And the confideration of having fuch a number
of people dependant upon us for .il their cloathing,
ought to be efteemed as an additional treafure, pros
vided we put them upon employments which will raife
money to pay for what they want ; for we are not to
confider them as vagrants and neceflitous perfons, but
as perfons, who, if properly encouraged, cannot a«
void getting eftates ; and therefore fupplying them
with cloathing f{uitable to their inclinations, (for it is

obfervable that they muft be all fine abroad) will be

forty times the profit of cloathing them at home with
leather doublets, breeches or rags: and as great num-
bers of people fubfift upon the intereft of their mo-
ney in the funds, as it comes to be paid off, there
will be an opportunity of employing it to an un-
{peakable advantage, and the lenders of fuch money
may be as well fecured, and have as large intereft for
their money as the former planters paid.

The reafon why the Dutch kave {o vafta trade to
Norway, Sweden, Ruffia, the Baltic, etc. is becaufs
the trade of thofe countries is not confiderable enough
to load a fhip with any one commodity from the place
of growth ; but they are forced to make up their car-
goes in Holland, as our country fhop-keepers do at
London, of a great many particulars, by which means
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the Dutch have a moft prodigious trade for grocery,
wine, brandy, fruit, oyl, and Eaft-India goods, as
well ‘as Englith .manufactures, all over the Baltick,
Poland, Germany, etc. we may guefs at the largene{s
of their trade by the furprizing quantities of Eaft-In-
dia goods they difpofe of ; for tho’ their importation
from India is faid to exceed ours, yet all they bring
home is not fufficient to anfwer their fales, but - fre-

_quently they buy near half the goods that are fold at

our Eaft-India fales; and if it will be allowed they
fupply thofe countries where they trade, with what
they want, in proportion to the Eaft-India goods they
import of their own, and buy of us, their trade mult
be immenfely great. S
“As Holland is a magazine or colleéhon of all thes
produéts and manufactures of the world, which they
difperfe over all Europe, the merchants and. fhop-
keepers are every where their debtors, and money is
brought them from- almoft all countries, this over-
balance of trade makes them the centre of exchange
to all Europe;  and we need not admire at it, if we
confider that this is the path beat out by their fore-
fathers, that one generation fucceeds another ; and

conftant additions are made in enlarging their ac-

quaintance, opening new channels of trade, and in
bartering commodity again{t commodity ; in which, it
is faid, the Dutch exceed all other nations : and itis
reafonable it fhould be {o, confidering the length of
time they have been in the pradtice, their eftates bes
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ing almoft all engaged in trade: for they have not
lands and rents fufficient to live upon, as we have in
England ; and what they have is not very defirable,

fince the keeping up their dykes and fea-walls, and :

other taxes, run away with the greateft part of their

income. when our merchants and tradefmen have got '
plentiful eftates, they turn country gentlemen : but in

Holland they are obliged to go on in trade, or fpend
out of the capital.

Tt is wonderful how a country {o fituated as Hol- |

land is, {o {mall a compafs of land, no produés of
their own to export, environed as it were with great

cities, which are their competitors in trade, fhould

fteer fo exadly in all their commerce, and preferve
fich an intereft with all the world, that they receive
the commodities of other countries, and pafs them thro?
their own, and do it with fo much judgment and ap-

plication, that they keep the difpofal of the greateft

part of the produts of Portugal, Spain, and the
Streights, which are carried to the Baltick, to them-
felves, and fupply Bremen, Hambro’, Lubeck , Dant~
zick, and other places therewith. ]

Their {tudy being to bring every thing the cheapeﬁ
way to market, they hire fuch fhips of ours as carry
lumber, and other goods from our Plantations to the
aforefaid places ; which being bound home, take half
the freight they can fend theirown fhips out for, which
makes ours the common carriers ; for if they did not-
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hire them, the Hamburghers, etc. would, and run a-
way with their trade.
The like is done by great part of our woollen
manufadtures, and many other Englifh commodities,
which are bought up for Holland; and difpofed of all
over Europe by them, among their correfpondents.
" Notwithftanding the Hollanders have all thofe dif-
ficulties to firuggle with, they can keep fuch a corre-
.fpondency in trade, that they have a balance due to
them almoft every where. is it not then furprizing,
that we who have a countryand Plantations abound-
ing with provifions of all forts, tin, lead, copper,
coals, woollen manufaétures, fugar, tobacco, etc. e-
nough for our own confumption, and large quanti-
ties for re-exportation, fhould not be able with them to
pay for what we want from abread ; inftead of which,
we fend our money to foreign nations, and by em=
ploying their poor inftead of our own, enable theny
to thrult us out of our fmreigt’x trade, and by their im-

pofing high duties upon our manufactures, fo clog
the exportation of them, that it amounts to a prohi~

bition,
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CONCLUSION.

Y OON after the declaration of king William’s
»# war with France, the paying our army in Flan~

thofe demands, bullion was fent from. hence, which
in a great meafure put a ftop. to our coinage; and in
as much as foreign commodities. drew away a great
treafure yearly, the government took that affair into
confideration, in order to put a ftop thereto, and
more particalarly to thofe of France, but that we
might not want a fapply of what was neceflary, care
was taken to have divers manufaGures eftablithed at
home, fuch as thofe of alamodes and luftrings, hats,
glafs, paper, as alfo of copper and brafs, with other
the like improvements. but upon the deatls of King

Charles the fecond of Spain, and the French king ha- -

ving placed his grandfon upoen that throne, he foon
introduced the wearing of French manufadtures into
that kingdom, which before ufed to be fupply’d. from

~ England, and turn’d the trade fo much: againt us,

that whereas before the war we ufed to receive a con=
fiderable balance from Spain in fpecie, the merchan-
dize and products we then took from them, according
to the opinion of the moft judicious Spanith mer-
chants, amounted-to more than all our woollens ex-
ported thither, . : .‘

* Several gentlemen confulted how thofe inconveni-

T

ders occafioned great remittances; and to anfwer
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"~ ences might be remedied ; many calculations were
made, and alfo the cuf’co‘m—‘h;oufe accopnts‘infpe&ed,,
" divers of thofe papers were in my hands, which, upon
the treaty of corimerce with France, gave fome in-
~ fight into the trade between us and them, and the da-
~ mage we fhould fuftain. if that commerce fhould be
lid open as formerly ; and after fettling the treaty of
* Utrecht, and the acceffion of King George to thefe
realms, our trade and navigation met' with furthex
" embarraffments from - the Czar of Mufcovy and;t.he
king of Sweden, which engaged thofe gentlemen in
further confultations how to {furmount thofe difficul-
ties. they had formed a defign to prevent our being
fupplied with naval ftores from their ,dominion; other-
- wife than at their own prices, and in their own fhip+
ping. this put the Lords of Trade and Plantations
‘upon enquiry, whether-it was poflible to have thofe
naval ftores from our colonies; and accordingly in
the year 1716, they fent for fundry perfons to con-

fult what methods might- be taken to raife and pros.

duce them there. amongthe reft, I was alfo required
to give my thioughts thereupon ; and after I had given
them the beft information I was then capable of, they
ordered me to commit what I had faid to writing,and
to lay it before them. I had feveral copies written
out; fome I.gaveto Virginia and New-England mer-
chants, and defired they would carefully infpeét every
particular, they were fo kind as to affift me ; ‘an’d I
did by their approbation lay it before their Lordfhips.
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The fubjed of that memorial was to fet forth; how
pitch and tar might be regulated, and furtherimproved;

that wemight be fupplied with iron from thence; the

great advantage it would  be to have timber provided -
ready for a loading, and large thips built, fuch as -are

ufed by the Danes and Swedes for importing it hi-
ther ; that woyages from our Plantations with fuch

timber might be performed in as fhort a time as from !

Petersbourg or the Bothnick gulph, to England, and
confequently a very large fum of meney faved to the
nation, ‘which we now pay to the Baltick for thofe
‘commodities. after delivering the faid' memorial, I
was frequently required to give my thoughts concern-
ing naval ftores; and fundry other things; the an.
fwers to which are contained in the foregoing chap-

ters.: wherein is fet. forth, that the hemp and flax we
have from Ruflia comes five or {ix hundred miles by -
land, and fome of it a thoufand miles by water car-

riage, before it is thipp’d: for England ; whereas our
American colonies, for a vaft extent,” communicate
with the fea by a. great number of navigable rivers,
from whence we may be fupplied with hemp and flax,
and other naval ftores to anfwer all our occafions,

‘provided a fufficient bounty was given to encourage

the producing and importing fuch commodities from

thence, an extraordinary board met, where the fe-

cretary of ftate, and other great men, were prefent;

the confideration of raifing naval ftores in the Plan-

tations was laid before them, and the propofal was
T 2
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approved of, and a bill carried into the houfe, where-
in it was hoped a bounty would be given upon I.aemp,
flax, and pig-iron, the laft being an undertaking of
great expence ; but tho’ it fo nearly affeted the ‘yvelf
fare and profperity of the nation, very few gentle-
men feemed to bave any notion of the difficulty we
were under for naval ftores, nor of the great advan-

CONSIDERED, Y49
als for employing our poor, they would not flip fo fair
an opportunity.as they now have, to engage the people
in it ER
Some iron works have been erefted at a vaft €xs
pence, the undertakers depending upon fome encous
ragement from the goyernment ; but nothing being
done; there feems at prefent to be a ftop put to any
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farther proceedings. there is very little progrefs made
in any of the other commodities ; but fundry perfons
have been writ to in feveral colonies, to enquire into
the probability of producing thofe of filk, hemp, and
flax. inftruftions have alfo been fent for making of
raw {ilk to divers of the colonies, and anfwers have
been returned ; which fet forth the vaft quaritity there
ds of white mulberry trees for feeding filk-worms in
Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, and Penfilvania; and
famples of filk, much of the fame nature with that we
have from Piedmont. if we could fucceed in the rai-
fing of this valuable commodity, there would be this
extraordinary convenience in it, that the fame hands

tage of being independent of all foreign powers for
thofe commodities, nor apprehenfive of the difference
of purchafing every thing we wanted with our ready
money from foreigners, and raifing them-in-our own
Plantations; nor of the advantages of raifing materi«
als for employing and fetting to work more - than 2
million of vagrant indolent wretches; whofe time is
fpent in corrupting the induftrious, or roving about
the kingdom, or begging from: door to door ; there-
fore -thofe perfons who folicited the promoting fo’
publick a benefit were difcouraged. but the great ap-
plication of the French in contriving every thing
for the benefit of that kingdom, and particularly the
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regulations fet forth in the edié of the 27th January  §

1726, gave feveral gentlemen hopes that the circums-
{tances of our trade would alfo been examined into, I

which-manage this, may alfo' be employed in the cul-
tivation of hemp and flax, the filk-feafon being only
at that time of the year when the others are grow-

ing ; {o that the one would not interfere with the other,
nothing is more evident, than that improvements of
this kind will be a great means of turning the balance
of trade in our favour; and indeed it feems to be a
work-that ought to be undertaken before any other,
and very worthy the confideration of the parliament,

am perfuaded, if gentlemen would enter into the con-
fideration of the many advantages that would accrue
to this kingdom by fupplying ourfelves with nave.ll
ftores in our Plantations, and providing other materi-
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which would fave our foreign expence, and greatly
contribute to the encreafe of the wealth of ‘the n'a-‘t
tion : but nothing of this kind can be expetted from
the merchant,  who only purfues his own bufinefs,
and raifes an eftate by thofe things which the govern-
ment permits the fubjeét to trade'in ; he may geta
great deal of riches by importing forg:ign' commodi-
ties for luxury and excefs, when at the {fame time the
nation is confuming its fubftance, and running into
'p’overty. almoft all the princes of Europe have made

 this fo much their care, for many years paft, thatI

muft confefs I have admired it has not awaken’d us.
the Emperor, and fundry princes of Germany, Ruf-
fia, Sweden, Denmark, Savoy, and above all France,
have fet forth {fo many ediéts or decrees for regulating
their commerce, that if they were colleéted; and fome
able perfon was employed to abftrad& thofe things
that affect our manufactures and commerce, it would
be of excellent ufe to fuch asare appomted to-  nego-
ciate our affairs abroad. » ‘

The care and- thought the French mlmﬁers have
employed for promoting their own manufacturies, and
turning every article of their commerce to the national

advantage, is fo very remarkable, that I do not fee.

how they could have taken more juft metlaods, if they
had been bred merchants, and their hearts wholly fet
upon regulating their commerce ; ' whereas with us it
hath been rare to find any who would allow them-
felves the time to think properly on thofe {ubjedts,
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infomuch that when many things have been propofed,
which would tend to the advantage of our commerce,
they have been laid afide as things not worthy of no-
tice. we mightindeed take example from the French
in many of their regulations : I have feen an arret
of the French King’s Council of State, for permit-

 ting (under certain reftriGtions) the exportation of the

product of the French iflands diretly to the ports of
Spain. I thought neceﬂ'ary to tranfcribe it, and the
rather, fince the fame propofal has been negle&ed
here. - : , o

¢ The King being willing to encourage more and
¢ more the commerce of the French iflands in Ame-
¢ rica, has caufed to be laid before: him in council,

.¢ the arret of the 2oth of June 1698, and the letters

¢ patent of the month of Aprit 1717, made for regu-
¢ lating the commeree of the French colonies ; 5 and
¢ his majefty having judg’d that it would tend to the

¢ advantage of the faid colonies to permit the car-
¢ tying of fugars, and all other goods of the pro-
¢ duc of the French iflands, directly tothe ports of
¢ Spain; the report of M. Dodun, counfellor in or-
¢ dinary of the Royal Council, comptroller-general
¢ of the finances, being heard;  his Majefty in coun-
¢ cil has permitted, and permits- thé French mer-
¢ chants to fend directly from the French iflands in
¢ America, to the ports of Spain, fugars of all forts,
< except however raw, or Mufcovado fugars ; as alfo

< all other goods of the product of the faid French

od
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¢ iflandg in-America; derogating for: this purpofe
¢ from the fecond and twenty-fixth articles of -the
¢ letters patent. of the month of April 1717, in - fa-
¢ vour of the merchants of this kingdom only ; -this
¢ prefent permiflion being not to be -extended to, or
¢ enjoyed by~the inhabitants of the French iflands
¢ and colonies. his Majeﬁy s will is; ‘that the French
‘¢ fhips which fhall carry goods dire&ly from “the
¢ iflands to Spain, fhall be obliged to come back into
« the ports of France, from whence they fet out; on
¢ the penalties fpecified in the {econd article of the
¢ lettets patent of 1717, it is likewife his Majefty’s
¢ -will, that the French merchants; who {hall be con-
¢ cerned ‘in this commerce, fhall be obliged to pro-
¢ duce, at the return of the fhips to France, anac-
« count of the goods they took in at the iffands, cer-
étified by the principal officers of the farms; and
¢ alfo anaccount of the goods landed in Spain, cer-
¢ tified by the French conful ;- on the verification of
s which accounts fo certified, the duties of the do-
< main of the welt fhall be acquitted. done in the
« king’s council of flate, his Majeﬁy pre{ent, at Mar-
¢ly, the' 27th-of January 1726.> SRR
* The minifters of that nation’ hﬂve"had«the im-
proverﬂeﬁi‘.' of their commerce o' much at heaft, that
they have even fent. fkilful and able men into the
principal tradmg countries,  to infped their manage=
ment, and pry into the fecrets of their trade, one of
which (Monf, Huet) ‘has writ a treatife, -entituled,
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A view of the Dutch trade ; wherein-he makes this
remarkable obfervation, ‘¢¢ That he wrote more wil-

< lingly upon that fubjeét of commerce, becaufe (faid

«che) there isnothing, in my judgment, feems to- be

~ ¢ {o little underftood in France, efpecially by perfons

«¢ of publick' employments and high pofts, either in
¢c.the courts of judicature, cabinet, or treafury.' how-

-« ever, it is certain (faid he) commerce is of fo
- ¢c great importance, that I make no difficulty to aver,
- «¢ that according to the condu& of the feveral flates

« of Furope, there are very few things in government
¢«c that “deferve ‘more attention than this article of
¢c_commerce:-and ~to be convinced of the truth of

¢« this,we have nothing elfe to de, but to confider the
~«¢¢ difference there - is between thofe countries where

«c-trade flourifhes, and thofe' countries which have
«c none: if we will remember that England and Hol-
«¢ land; which by reafon of their fituation make fo
< great a figure in the -affairs of Europe, regulate
¢ their principal intereft always withan eye to their
¢¢. commerce.” But if that gentleman had lived to our
time, he would have feen much more reafon to have
applanded the {kill and conduét of their own council of
ﬁate and chamber of commerce, than to have equallcd
us with the Dutch in, the regulation of our trade.
Before the beginning of king William’s war, our
great confumption of wines were thofe of France ; and
the higheft that we annually imported from thence,
did not exceed eighteen or twenty pounds per ton ;
| U
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but Florenice wine being the deareft and fcarceft, was
- genenally accounted the higheft entertainment ; but
the prohibition of French wines foon made them
fcarce, and confequently they became the moft fathio-
nable, and he the finelt gentleman that gave the higheft
price for his claret. the gentlemen about Bourdeaux
that could keep their wine, foon found out our foible;
and inftead of felling  their beft wines at the prices
they did before the war, got them up to 80 l. per ton,
or -mote ;and fome particular importers chofe rather
to keep up thofe high prices, than to have them cheap-
er. 1T mentioned to one of thofe 1mporters the great

folly Tthought it was to raife the price upon ourfelves. -

he reply’d, the greater prices they gave abroad, the
greater profit they could get by it. gentlemen would
not think it good, unlefs it coft them five-or fix fhil-
lings a flafk. however, I believe this evil might be re-
medied, and thofe very wines bought abundantly
cheaper; for no other nation pretcnds to give the one
half of ‘what we now give. - SRS

+ Such extravagancies. have often - appeared in this
kmgdom, and ‘the government have taken care to
reftrain them 3 1 do not here only point at the dear-
bought wines, ‘but alfo the wearing of gaudy filks,
fuperfine cambricks, high priced laces, velvet cloath-
ing, and other foreign manufatures, which is now
becomea fafhion not only among the ladles, but
~ even among our gentlemen. : SN
o In Edward the third’s time, laws were madc
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againft wearing foreign manufadtures, and Queen E~
lizabeth was fo apprehenfive of the ill confequences
of wearing out-landifh filks, etc. and the danger there
was of the nobility and gentry fquandring away their

- eftates, that (he began the reform herfelf, and order’d

all her court to follow her example. _

. The care that Lewis the fourteenth took to engage
all his fubjeéts to wear the manufadtures of their own
country, is alfo worthy of imitation; and when the
court appeared in the utmoft fplendor, every thing
muft be of the manufacure of France, or fall under
his difpleafure ; upon which I have made fome Qbfé’rva—

tions,

~In the reign of his late majeﬂ:y, fome ﬁeps were

; taken, towards the better regulating our trade; the
time for drawing back the duty on fundry goods was

lengthened, the want of which before, occafioned the
fending over feveral of the produéts. of our Plantations
to Holland, to lie-by for a market ; and inftead: of
their fending for our goods, they had the advantage
of long ware-houfe rent, and commiffions paid them
for what lay there. :

~ The duty on timber from our Plantatxons wag
taken off, which has been a. very great advantage to.

~our navigation ; for when our fhips go to Virginia,

or the other colonies, if they cannot meet with afull
loading, they now fillup their thips with pipe-ftaves,.

boards, and timber of feveral kinds ; by which means .
they often make quicker voyages ; whereas before

Ua2
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they fometimes lay in the country fix; eight, or-ten .
months, whllﬁ the worms were eatmg out their bot-

toms.

all commodities were rated, which was.no {mall en.
couragement to the fair trader. but' there remains

~ much more to be done to bring'the ballance of trade

more in our favour, fuch as the giving encouragement

for building large bulky fhips, in-imitation -of the .
"Danes and Swedes ; as alfo for providing and laying

loads of timber ready in proper places; that fhips may
be loaded in a few days ; and this: will promote the
bringing of timber from New-England, NovaScotia,
and Newfoundland; encouraging the making of pig

iron, the raifing of herp, and flax, making of pot-afly

in the colonies, the raifing of filk in' Carolina, Virginia,
Maryland, and Penfilvania, fupporting and enlarging
our Sugar Plantations ; and, as much'as poffible; to en-
creafe 'our:eprrtations, not only to Holland; Ham-

bourgh, and the Baltick, but to open new channels of

trade for all our Plantation commodities into Portugal,

Spain, and the Mediterranean, by the {ame methods-

the French are going upon. - -

We fhould likewife encourage the plantmg of tea,

coffee, cocoa nuts, indigo; cochineal, and many other-

things  in fuch of our Ylantations as may be capable -
of producing them. and 1 doubt not if thofe were once .
begun, other perfons would make large improvements

in carrying - them on, fo that if the government

- Regulations were made in the book of rates, and .
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would purfue thofe methods with refolution, and the

excefs and luxury we are running into, were in
~ fome meafure reftrained, I am of the opinion, that .
what we might fpare out of the exceflive quantities :
of goods we have from abroad, and fove by raifing
naval ftores in the colonies, (for which we now pay

our ready money to the - Baltick, etc. - providing ma-
terials for carrying on the filk and linnien manufac-
turies for employing our poor at home) would exceed
two millions a year,

As private perfons are- always cautious of adven-

turmg their fortunes’ in new attempts, without fome

~ affurance of the countenance and. afiftance of the

publick, we are not to expect that fuch*-undertakingsk

~will be carried on to effe; till we take the fame me-
thods which we:fee practifed’ by - the French, who -
give all manner of encouragement and diftinguithing |

favours to all fuch as attempt new improvements in.
their  Plantations,  afligning them land, furnifhing

them with feeds, plants, and - other requifites, atthe

charge of the government.
It is faid, that thirty or forty years paﬁ our Plan-,

tations yielded us yearly about forty.thonfand hogf-
heads of fugar, and that two thirds ofit was then re-ex-

ported ; but now the cafe is fo much altered, that it
is doubted whether-we export one fixth part of what

we import.. the French, by peopling their colonies

from France with-poor induftrious perfons, and ha-

ving land granted them at St. Domingo for little or

&
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’vnothing‘, and fupply’d, as ’tis faid, by the government
with negroes, to pay for them when theyare able, have
beat us already out of great part of the fugar trade ;
and it is to be feared, if fomg care is not .taken to
replenifh our Sugar Plantations, by encouraging fome
induftrious perfons to enlarge them, we fhall have no
other advantage of our fugar trade left us, bu‘t {upply-
ing ourfelves with what we want. | o

. There is alfo fome reafon to fuppofe they will bring
"their tobbaco fettlements on the Miffifippi .to perféc-
tion, which may al{o diminifh our expoftano‘n of that
~ commodity. however, I hope Englith mduﬁr.y. and
frugality will be rouzed up, and the fan.xe f'pmt ap-
pear to encreafe our Plantations, navigation and
trade, as in the days of Queen Elizabeth ;to-ward.s,
which, the granting out the fpare lands belonging to
the crown in the colonies, to fuch as fhall undertal.(e‘
to fettle upon them at eafy quit-rents, payable in
fome competent time after fettled, would be a great
encouragement : nor can Iapprehend thaf' thofe lands
can be made fo profitable to the crown in any other
way ; and it would be many ways more advantag.e-
ous to the nation that the property fhould be keptt in
the crown ; for we fee that noble colony of Carolina,
~ the moft improveable, in my apprehenfion, of any
of our colonies ; yet becaufe it is the property of par-
ticular perfons, fupplys us with little more than one
' commodity of rice, (tho’ it is capable of many othf:x
valuable ones)and is liable to be aver-run by the
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French, Spaniards, and Indians, for want of a fuffi-
cient protection, ' | :
The bufinefs is to regulate all thofe undertakings,
and to fend proper perfons to dire&t them, and mo.
ney to fupport them, which I think needs not be g
great deal : however, what is expended upon - this
occafion, would be only a little raifed by the nation,
which would, 1 believe, in a fhort time be abundantly
repaid, and be the beft harveft that ever the nation
reaped ; and1 doubt not but fome fund might be found
out for that purpofe, which would be to the fatisface
tion of almoft every body ; and I hope all thofe good
things will be effected by our prefent moft gracions
king and his parliament, and that fucceeding ages will

- have occafion to blefs the memory of a prince, {o

beneficent and zealoufly inclined to promote the'wele
fare of all ‘his people. ’ - a
After all, it will hardly be poffible to bring any of
thofe improvements to the defired perfection, without
a fteady refolution in the government to fuftain and
fupport them, and as it were to carry them in their
arms ; for new enterprizes will always be {ubje@ to
accidents and difcouragements too difficult for private
perfons to furmount, without the affiftance of the
publick, as occafion may require ; of which we have
a plain inftance'in our attemptupon pitch and tar ;
for the encouragement whereof, a large bounty was
given for feveral years, till it came to be imported
in fuch vaft quantities, that we had not only enough
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for our own confumption, but even to export  to our

neighbours ; from which great plenty, we were'ready

~ to perfwade our felves, that this bufinefs was fuffici-
"~ ently eftablithed, and therefore neglected the continu-

ance of the bounty. fince which, the importation of

 thofe commodities from Ruffia, Sweden, and Norway,
~ js re-affumed 3 for as they are furnifhed with large

bulky fhips on purpofe for * carrying lumber goods,

~ they fail their fhips fo much" cheaper than we can

ours, that they can  afford the freight three or four
fhillings per barrel cheaper than we ; fo that we arc
likely to be foon beateri out of that trade again, unlefs
we fhall better fecureitto ourfelves, either by renewing

~ the bounty, or advancing the duty upon - foreign

pitch and tar. this bounty was given to pitch and

*tar a great many yéars before any thing wasdone

in it; but at laft the difappointment and neceflity
the government found themfelves under,. ftir'd them
up to perfwade: fome publick-fpirited men in the
plantations'to begin uponit; and fome perfons were

_ fent over, who underflood the making of it, to inftruct

them ; and when they once found out the art, the
want of employment in the Plantations made great
numbers of people put themfelves upon that manu- .
facture.. \ o

- An a& of parliament was granted in 3 and 4 of
"Queen Anne, for nine years, giving a bounty on
hemp, and was renewed in the 12th of her reign
“for eleven years longer, and to the end of next feffi-
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onof parliament ; but for want of fome great men to
couritenance the rafﬁhg it, nothing has been doné 3
and as thata® is near expiring, if ‘any  progrefs is
made in raifing hemp * and flax, the bounty muft be
renew’d ‘upon hemp, and alfo. the fame upon flax 3
and fome men in power muft {tretch forth their hands
to help it forward, as wasdone in the cafe of pitch
andtar, . ¢ G e S

“As this is a - 'matter which: deeply concerns the
welfare of the nation, and as their whole dependance

is upon the kingand parliament, the neceffity of pro-

viding naval fores and other materials for employing

our poor at home; is humbly: offer’d to their confi- -

~deration. and as bounties and other encouragements
have been a mighty happinefs to this nation, unfor-
feen advantages would {oon-accrue to us, if fufficient
encouragement for providing and raifing naval ﬂofeé
wasgiven, -
It is worth obfervation to refle& upon the riches
that have been brought in' to'us upon the bounties
given upon-corn. formerly when corn happen’d to
be.very low, the farmers forebore fowing, and . that
neglect frequently ended -in a fearcity once in three
or four years, which put us often under the neceflity
of {ending abroad for corn ; but this bounty has en-
couraged - the farmers to keep on their- tillage ; by
which,when any of our neighbouring nations want,we
have been capable of fupplying them ; and we feldom
want a demand oncein three or four years,which indeed
< ,
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 proceeds from the ill oeconomy of thofe nations we

fupply ; for they will not let their corn go out ofone
parifh or diftri€t into another ;. and therefore their
farmers do not fow miore than they expet a market
for ; ard if their crops fail, they are under a neceffity
of being fupplied from abroad. I mention this to
thew the benefits' that have accrued to this nation by
the aforefaid bounties. -
_The trade of a nation is of mighty - confequence,
and a thing that ought to be: ferioufly weighed, be-
caufe the happinefs or misfortunes of {o many milli-
ons depend upon it. A little miftake in the beginning
of an ‘undertaking may {well to a very great one. A
nation may gain vaft riches by trade and: commeree,
or for want of due regard and attention, may be drain~
&d of them. Tam the more willing to mention this;be-
eaufel’ am afraid the prefent circumftance of ours
carries outmore riches than it brings home. as there
is caufe to apprehend this, furely it ought tobe look’d
into 3 and the more; finceif there be a wound, there
are remedies propofed, which, if rightly applied, will
make our commerce flourifh, and the nation happy.
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SUPPLEME NT.

T HE foregoing treatife having met withfo favour-

able areception,as that afourth edition isdefir-
ed;it hath been thought fit to add,by way of fupplement,
fome further arguments and obfervations made by the

late Mr. Gee, upon a fubje&t which he had fomuch at

heart, as that when any thing came into his mind,
which he judged might in any meafure conduce to the
further illaftrating the advantages of trade, and to
thew of how great importance it is to this nation to
promote and encourage it by all the methods . we are
capable of, he committed the fame to writing ; and
thefe memoirs coming to hand fince his deceafe, are

. here communicated, that hislabour and good intenti-

ons therein might not be loft to the publick. .

- Several ingenious treatifes have been written upon
trade by Mun, Smith, Sir William Temple, Sir Jofiah
Child, that which is entitled, Britannia Languens, etc.
all which are well worth the perufal of all gentlemen,
who defire to inform themfelves groundedly in that fub-
ject ; in the laft mentioned of which, there are feveral

obfervations which deferve to be remarked, he tells

us, that in Edward the third’s time, fuch care was

taken for the improvement of our trade, as that in

his 28th year, the value of our exports amounted to

291,484 1. and our imports to no more than-38,90 1.

fo that the balance was then 254,214 L. in our

favour ; a vaft fum, if we confider the difference of
X2
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the value of money in thofe days, to what it is now,
but the moft effe¢tual meafures for the general promotion
of our trade were never enter’d into till. Queen Eliza=
beth’s time. fhe madelawsfor employing the poor, and
gave all poflible encouragement for foreign manufadu-
rers to come and fettle among us. fhe fent ambafla-

“dours to Turkey, Perfia, India, Mufcovy, and other

nations, to find out markets for our manufadtures, and
to {ettle treaties of commerce ; and fhe fent abroad.
her fhips to. make difcoveries in America, and began:
the eftablifhment of our colonies there ; and we foon
found the good effect of this prudent oeconomy ; our
coin increafed; our merchants built fhips of force ; our
feamen multiplied; and the royal navy grew up to a
formidable: ftrength ; {o that we were enabled not only
to defend ourfelves again{t the ambitious enterprizes of
the King of Spain, the moft powerful prince- of that
time, but even. to defeat his (as they boafted) invin-
cible Armado. and this {cheme, . fo well form’d by
that glorious Queen, gave fuch a {pring to the geniué
of the nation, that the merchants vaftly enlarged
their exportations, and carried on their. bufinefs by
the meer dintof their own induftry, without almoft

any care taken by the government to promote our
commerce in the twa fucceeding reigns : . and hence -
~came in fuch a flow of wealth upon us, that the natio-

nal ftock of filver and gold continued to increafe

prodigioufly for many years :to prove which, and to -
fhew alfo when it began to decreafe, he gives us the-
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following account of the coinage at the mint, for a-
tract of 76 years, which was printed and laid before
the parliament in year 1675, beginning the gift of
Elizabeth, which  was anno 1599, and dlvxded into

four periods, ending at 1675.

From O&. 1599, -to’
farch 1619. bc'mg 4,779,3x3l
20 yearscoinage ™
From May. 1619410
Mar. 1638, bema} ,9oo,o421 -encreafcd 2,120,7291
19 years, coin’d
Erom Mar. 1638, to ‘
‘May 1657, bmng}y,ggg,;zﬂ -cncreafedc,433,4791.
19 years, coin’d
From May 1657, to : ‘
Nov. 1675, bcmg} 2 238,9761 decreafed 5,094,5451
18 1-2 year, coin’d
‘Which {udden and large decreafe thews evxdently,’

. that after the reftoration, our former frugal way of li-

ving was foon changed intq extravagance and excefs ;
and that inftead of bringing back gold and filver from'
the markets where we fold‘ourﬁmenchandlze, we made
our returns in fuch commodities as ferved to feed our
luxury ; for as we encreafe the expence of foreign ma-
nufactures, wines, and- other needlefs commodities, -

~ the balance of our trade muft needs decreafe accord-

ingly. the fame author mentions a treatife written by

a gentleman bred under Monf. Colbert, which he gave

to the king in manufcript ; which coming afterwards
to be printed about the year 1664, the gentleman fell
into difgrace, and ‘was fent to the Baftile, and after-
wards banifh’d ; out of which he quotes feveral paffa-
ges, part of which will be worth tranferibing, to fhew
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the projetts entertained by the French in order to
eftablith manufa&uries, and raife a naval power, and
plain the way to an univerfal monarchy ; fuch as
<« the ftate is no further powerful than in proportion
« to its publick treafure. the foundation of the
<« wealth of a ftate confifts in the multitude of its
¢¢ fubjects ; for ’tis men that till the ground ; that
« produce manufafturies ; that manage trade ; that
¢¢ go to war ; that people colonies; and, in a word,

"¢ that bring in money. there cannot be too greata

«¢ number of husbandmen in France, by reafon of
«¢ the fertility of the country to produce corn, which
¢c may be tranfported, and therefore we onght to
«¢ makegreat ftoresof it,and have it as much as may
«¢ be in readinefs.cmhandicrafts-men and artificers are
¢ nolefsufeful ; for,befides that manufactures do keep
«¢ men at work, they are the caufe that the filk,
« wool, kins, flax, timber, and other commodities
«¢ that grow in France, are. made ufe of ; which being
< ‘wrought up into wares not made in foreign parts,
«¢ thecounty peoplefind a vent for them. and we may
«¢ grow further into the making of more valuable ma-
« nufaltures, as we now do of hats for Spain, and

« ftuffs for all Europe ; a matter of great confequences .

«¢ for this quickens trade, and makes money pafs to
«¢ and fro, which promotes the publick, and there-
« fore every one’s private advantage. there muft be
« merchants alfo, for without their induftry our
«¢ commodities might be lock’d up inwarehoufes. all
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¢ things confpire to give France hopes of fuccefs 3
éc the work howeveris fuch as muft be leifurely ¢ar-
¢ ried on, and perfetted by little and little’; fo greag
¢ a defign continually alarming Europe, Afia, Afri.
¢ ca, and America, friends andfoes,the precipitati-
< on of it would be its ruin : fix or ten years time
« oughtto be allowed for it. —wmtheking may keep
¢ 100 gallies and 100 thipsin the Mediterranean, and
¢ 200 fail vpon the Ocean: the more veflels he
¢ fhall have, the more able he muft be to recover the
¢¢ expences made about them : the fea will yield
¢¢ maintenance for thefea by commerce or war: there
¢ is timber in France ; there is cordage; there are
¢ fails ; there is iron and brafs, etc. when things

. ¢ have taken their courfe, feamen will be had in time,
- ¢ and the profit-that will increafe will afford ftore,

¢t and bringthem in from all the parts of the world.
¢ the fleets which the king needs keep upon the
¢¢ ocean will make him mafter of all the powers and
¢ trade of the north ; yea, tho’ Holland and England
¢ fhould unite againft Fance,they could not avoid
¢¢ their rnin inthe'end ; for how could the one or
¢ the other make good their commerce,(which is all
¢ they have to trult to) if they were forced to keep
<« great Armado’s to continue it. the pointof Britain
« is the gate toenter into and go out of the channel,

- 4¢ fifty fhips of war at Breft would keep thofe gates

« faft fhut, and they would not open them but

« by tl?e king’s command. thus there would need’
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¢¢ no war to be made almoft for all thefe things, hot

“¢¢ his majefty’s forces hazarded : it will be fufficient
t¢-to give his orders' to_foreigners; nor will it be

¢¢ difficult to cut them*outvwork in their own coun-
« -tries, and by that.means ftay their arms at home,
¢« and make them fpend their ftrength there. his
¢c majelty’s power being thus ftrongly fettled ineach

¢ fea, it will beeafy to fecure the commerce of France,

¢ and even draw merchants thither from all parts ;
« 1 fay fecure; for till this be done, it will always
< be uncertain and dangerous..—_it muft ftudioufly
«@ bé prevented, that commerce introduce notinto the

- ¢c-ftate fuperfluity; excefs and luxury, which are of-
¢ ten followed with ambition, avarice, and a dange-

¢c rous corruption of manners. .. it were to be
¢¢ wifh’d the king did add to his kingdom allthe low

“¢¢ countries to the Rhine,which would make him maf-
<« ‘ter of thenorth feas. it would be ¢onvenient that

¢¢-he had Strafburg to keep all  Germany- quiet. he
“ had need to have Franche Comte to lay a reftraint
clcir‘r\upon«:thc Switzers. Milan is neceflary in refpeét of
“ Ttaly. Genoa would make the king mafter of “the
¢« Mediterranean fea. Sicily might eafily: make an

¢¢ infutre@ion. Portugalis a perpetual inftrumentfor

« weakeningSpain. the Venetiansand people of Italy
¢c are ‘wife, to reduce them to our intention, wemuft
<« -work bydone-right force. the Pope will ever re-
« fpe& France, becaufe of the country of Avignon.
¢« Holland will keep themfelves to pur- alliance as
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¢¢ much as poflibly they may :

¢ and that fome divifions were fown among " them,

¢¢ the Switzersare mercenary, who will alwaysferve

¢ the king for bis motiey. " the king of Denmark is a

¢ prince’ whofe ftate is but'{mall. the Swedes will -
«¢ never: break off from ' the intereft of France. we

¢¢ ought to confider all the inftruments “which" for
¢« pur. money we may make ufe of to divert the forces

« of England and Holland, when his majefty makes -

¢ any enterprize which pleafes them not. the ﬁ'igndh
¢¢ fhip of Turkeyis very good for France. laflly, he

«¢ {peaks of the Englifh as eafy to be conquered,-
¢ having no friends, and'is pofitive that a war with:
-¢¢ France would ruinthem in three or four years,and -

« that no peace thould be made with them, but upon

<« conditions of the greateft advantage to France, un~- -

¢¢ lefs the king thinksfit to defer the execution of his

¢c projects for another time. but that the league with

< Holland fhould: be renewed, and' they put into- a

<« belief; that France fhould give them all the trade -
« ftill, becaufe - they have the knowledge of it, and

«c are proper for it ; but that the French (as it is to

«¢ be fuggefted) has no inclination that way, and na- -
< ture cannot be forced : ‘they muft be told they are
¢ cometo the happy time for advancing their affairs,
¢ and ruining their compentors in. the fovereignty of

¢« the northern feas,” :
- Now if we confider how much of this polite
Y

- they are rich, it is -
‘¢ expedient the king did mterpofe in their:affairs,:



RIS

E

e

et

S

s

v—“,

=R

T

T R

T

170 "R A D E-
{cheme has been put in pradice fince the year 1664,
and that the prodigiousimprovement of trade in that
kingdom was the principal- means which raifed Lewis
XIV.. to that exorbitant power, by which the fiber-
ties of Europe were brought‘ into extreme danger, we
may be convinced of how greatimportance itis to ug
to putin ufe all the means that nature has given us
for the advancing our commeree; tnle(s we will
fubmit to: fee ourfelves worked out of what we now
have by our wifer neighborirs, to their enriching -and
our impoveritiment. - . . . .
And if we fhould make a comparifon between - the
natural advantages-of both countries, the ballance
feems to-lie on our fide- for inftance, France yields
great quantities of corn, but the barvelts in England

~ are generally more certain, and do not fo oftenfail a5

theirs. they raife - great quantities of hemp and. flax
for their manufadures : * we raife fome in Britain and
Ireland ;' but we-might raife as much as we pleafe in
our American colonies, where we have Jand as goodas
any, -and-for a:twentieth part of -what it is worth in
France ; fo that if our people were aflifted at the pub-
Fick expence in the beginning, they would foon be

able to furnifh us with thofe materials much cheaper .
than they’ can raife them:in France. the French have

plantations of mulberry trees, and produce great quan-.
tities of filk 3 our colonies abound with thofe trees,
and we want nothing but induftry to fupply ourfelves.
with filk " chéaper than they have it in France. they
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have iron and:éoppéfi? oar 3 we have itin much grea-
ter quantity both at home and in our colonies,and can
raife it to greater profit. they have wines and brandy,
which yield them vaft fums yearly 3 and as the woods

in -our colonies. abound with  wild vines,. there is no

doubt but that with dae eultivation, fome  of thofe
climates (efpecially . Carolina,: which lies -the moft
foutherly) would produce as good: wines as any .in

Europe; nor are they lefs proper for the production of

oyl, raifins, figs, currans, etc. the Frerich have falt,and
we have falt fprings fufficient to ferve not only our-
felves, but even to export, if the publick would be at the
expence ofimprovingthe water-carriage as far as itis
capable. France has indeed  wool of its own, but.of

. fuch a quality, that it -will not . {erve to make . their

manufactures without a mixture of ours, which it is
in our power toshinder them of; and fecure the manu-
fadturing to ourfelves. befides, England. abounds. in
tin, lead, coals, and leather for exportation, which
France. has not;: but ‘buys from us; we, haye alfo
great ‘quantities. of . excellent oak: for fhixp—building,
wherein they are deficient ;- nor-have they a fufficient
ftore of fleth for vidtualling their fhips, inwhich we and
Ireland abound, fo as to fell to them - and other coun-
tries. we hadformcrly.a.proﬁtabl‘c;tr.ade by re-export-
ing our fugars ; but-the French, by enlarging their
{ugar plantations, and their better management, have
fo much underfold us of late, that they have, in a man-
ner,: beaten us. out of that trade ; which yet we might
Y2
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- recover, if proper meafures were taken. thus it i3

apparent, that we may at leaft- equal outfelves with
the French in all the natural privileges that contribute
- to aflourithing trade, and the acquiring - of national
wealth 5. and that tis only owing tothe great care and
- application of their minifters to" affift and encourage
their fubjedts in every branch of trade, that hasenabled
. them to outltrip us {o much- of late years-in the im-
- provement of it ; and if they fhould continue to
‘exert their policy in that. way, whiltt we remain
carelefs and negligent, the confequence muft needs be,
- that they will encreafe in riches and power, and. we

- fhall decreafe in both: for, if our trade falls off; -and
~-our artificers fhould be forced to feek employment-

abroad,. the price of provifions, and confequently  the
value of our lands muft fall, and our houfes; in cities
and towns, fland empty, as ‘they do in Antwerp,
- Pifa, and many other places where trade has forfaken
~them : and as ’tis evident that the nation grew ' rich
in the laft century, f{o ’tisas vifible that we have fpent
‘more than our -income, and that the ballance of trade
 has been againft us for feveral years paft ; fo that if

due care be not taken to give our poora full employ- .
ment, and to {fop the inundation of manufaéturesand

- unneceflary commodities from being ‘poured in upon
- us from {o.many parts of Europe, (and which daily
encreafe) we may well expec to be much poorer at the
end of this century than we were at the beginning,
- the proper means to difcourage the -im portation of

!.
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~foreign manufactures, and to promote the encreafe of

our own,is to lay fuch duties on the foreign, as may

- encourageour people to vie withthem 3 and this- we
‘have formerly praifed in"fome inftancesto “our  ad-
wantage'; but we fhould 'go on further, and advance

the duties'on all fuch foreign manufactures, which we

+might well fupply ourfelves with, in fich a propor-

tion, as that our manufa@urers might be enabled to

- afford what they make cheaper than they could be im~

ported : and if the impoft upon timber from Norway

-and. the Baltick were doubled, that ‘would probably

give encouragement for the building of bulky ‘cheap-
failing fhips, whereby we might be able to  ferve our-
felves with great part of thetimber- trade from ‘our
own colonies, which might in time become a very

. profitable article to us. it may here alfo be proper-to

note an ill cuftom praétifed by the peoplein our colo-
nies, which is their fetting on fire, in the fpring, the

- leaves that fall in the woods, whereby the young fap«

plings that are {fpringing up are deftroyed, infomuch
that the oaks they cut-are fuppofed to beof forie
hundred years. ftanding ; fo that the timber we have
from thencehas not the fpirit and ftrength* which is
found in young timber of a competent growth 3 and I
think that it might become the care of the government

~toput a ftop to. this enormity, for ’tis a pity - that-we |

fhould be deprived of having fo ufeful a commodity in

- its greateft perfection. itisfaid thatlogwood has been

raifed from feed ‘in the 'moift-lands of  the Bahama
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iflands, and that it might eafily be propagated  there,
¢and probibly in fome other of our colonies) fo as

to raife fufficient quantities to- ferve ourfelves, and to

export as wenow do ; and certainly fuch an attempt
were well worth ‘encouragement; whereby the lives
and libérties'of many of our people “might be faved
from the ddnger to which they are ‘now expofed to
getiit in the bays of Campeachy and Honduras : and
as fuch bulky commeodities conduce much to the en-
creafe of our navigation, we ought to quicken-the ge-
nids of out peqple by giving them all proper encourage-
ment and affiftance for the attempting:all fuch experi-
ments which-feem rational and praicable, and do
manifefly tend-to the improvement of our commerce;
and though the government fhould: put -themfelves to

a confiderable expence in this way,-it would: be but

like the hufbandman’s fowing his - feed plentifully
upon land; from whence he might ‘reafonably expect

‘to reap a more plentiful crop 3 and ’tis very probable

that for every 1000 1. difpenfed by Monf: Colbert for
the improving the trade, manufagtures, and plantati:
ons of France; he lived tofee 100,000 1. returned for
it. but-fome perhaps ‘may obje&, ~that whilft the na-
tion’s debts lie fo: heavy upon us, we . have no fund out
of ‘which money can ' be* fpared for -fuch purpofes ;
but then they fhould confider, that the readieft way
to ‘enable us to pay our debts, would be to  purfue
fuch prudent meafures; as would apparently encreafe
the'tiches of the ‘nation, and whatfoever fums were:
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neceffary for that end, ought to be looked. upon to .

be as well beftowed, as upon any ether fervices ; nor
fhould we hefitate the fparing it even out ofthe landtax;
for as the poor’s rates are raifed in the fame manner,
the fucce(s which might reafonably be expeéted from

{o many improvements which weare capable of, would

foon enable us to leffen the poor’s - rates. abundantly
more than. {fo moderate a . fum .as wonld be reqnifite
for this purpofe ; for lefs than.one penny inthe pound
upon land annually appropriated to it, mightbe fuffici~

ent to fet alf the wheels in motion ; befides, as foon

as any of thefe undertakings were . tolerably fettled,
the charge would ceafe.. ST
Iron isa commedity of which we ufe grcat quanti«

. tiesy and  wherewith we formerly fapplied ourfelves

in good part, when the Swedes. were forced to carry
theirs to: Dantzick and other placesto be made fitfor
ufe, from whence it was again refhipped for England
and other countries ; but when they got workmen
from Germany, and found the way to- perfeét . it
within themfelves, they imported it dire@tly hither,

V’and«undérfoid ours o much, that many of our forges

in feveral parts of the kingdom were laid down, in+
fomach that when I waslately at Haflemere in Surrey;
they told me, that within thefe fixty years there had
been nine or ten forges within a few: miles of that
place, whereof there were only two now. remaining 3
the reafon. for which is evident, for with us wood
will yield ten fhillings per.cord, (and in. fome places
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- much mote)-where there are forges 3 at which price,
- what will make aton from the oar into bar iron, will
coft eight or nine pounds, whereas in Sweden they -

have it for cutting, which is fo large an advantage in
that one article, that we muft not pretend to hold the
making of bar iron from the oar in England : but as
our people in America have alfo their wood for the

cutting, a reafonable encouragement being given to -

them to fend us pig iron from thence, we might con+
vert it into bar iron, and afford it cheaper than what

ean be brought in from any. part of Futope, which

would fave us a.large article in the. balance of our
trade : but we ought not to expe& that private per-
fons will adventure their eftates in fuch undertakings,

unlefs our govetnment will imitate the. practice of - -

France, to nurfe.up and encourage an infant. trade of
this natureby publick largeffes ; and afufficient pro~

vifion might eafily be made for this, by afmall advance

of the duty on all bar iron imported ; out-of which

a competent bounty might be allowed on pigironims .

ported’ from the colonies, till our people -were well
eftablifhed in that bufinefs ¢ (the fame method might
alfo be taken for encouraging them in the produéion

of hemp.) and ’tis demonftrable, that if the pigiron .
were brought us from America, it would turn to as -

much advantage as if the oar were raifed inEngland ;
nor have gentlemen. any caufe to fear the lowering

the price of their wood lands ; for, on the contrary,
this would rather be a means to raife them, becaufe
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of the great quantities of wood that would be }1f'cd
to convert the pig into bar iron. and thus we might
fave the large fums we pay for what is now brought
from Sweden, and other foreign countries, which is
greater than T could have imagined, till 1 had lately
feen an account of the whole quantity of iron export-
ed from Stockholm and Gottenburg to the feveral parts
of Europe, in the year 17293 whereby it appears,
that there was fhip’d for Great Britain and Ireland,
from thofe two ports only,¢befides what‘we‘h’ad frpm
Spain, Norway, and Ruffia) above 19,000 tons, and
but little above 12,000 tons to all the other ports of
Europe, and to France particularly not 200 tons ; fo
careful is that government not to buy from other

* countries what they can poflibly fupply\themfelves

with at home; a policy which naturally tends to
make them grow rich, whillt we are confuming our
wealth thro’ our negligenceand luxury.

' Great-Britain, with its dependencies, is doubtlefs
as well able to fubfit within itfelf, as any nation in
Europe : we have aninduftrious enterprizing people,
fit for all the arts of war or peace : we have pro-
vifions in abundance, and thofe of the beft fort, and
are able to raife fufficient for double the number of

inhabitants : we have the very beft materials for

cloathing, and want nothing either for ufe, or even
for luxury, but what we have at home, or might have
from our colonies; fo that we might create fuch an

intercourfe of trade among ourfelves, and between us

Z
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and them, as would maintain a vaft navigation, even

tho’ we traded to no other parts: and as linnen is

the manufa@ury wherein’ we havebeen the moft defi-

cient, Ireland has of late years made a very great-

improvement therein: for a while indeed they were
not able to give their cloth the perfection of colour
but when fuch a bufinefs is once fet on foot, and
men are heartily engagedin it, time and induftry will
overcome difficulties, which feemed at firft to be un-
furmountable ; and they have now found out theart
of managing their flax fo well, asthat I have Jately
i feen of their cloath as white as any Gulick Holland ;
and for its fervice in thewearing, it is faid to exceed
it much, at Glafgow and St. Johnftown in Scotland,
they {pinthe fineft thread in Britain, and fuch as
might well ferve to make cambricks ; and if‘the pub-
lick would beat the expence of fetting up and main-

taining {cools in proper places in Ireland, Scotland,

and the north of England, where provifions are
cheap, to inftruét the children of the poor in the
{pinning of linnen to the higheft -perfedion, ’tis very
probable, that as our people did improve in their ex-
perience and knowledge, we might be able, in a few

years, ta farnith ourfelves and our colonies entirely .

with that commodity, from the coarleft to the finelt
forts, and thereby fave thofe vaft {ums we now pay-for
it to Holland, Flanders, Germany, Ruffia, etc. the

fame care might alfo be taken to improve the woollen
- and filk mamifatures in the fouth and weft parts of
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England : and thus. the ‘people of all our d_omin.ions
might be moft profitably employed, and ~»fe‘ttled"1nk a
mutual dependance upon. each-other ; thole ,iry-Amer;.
ca to raife iron, hemp, flax,filk, etc. -and ours tomanu-
facture them at home : but we ought always to keep
a watchful eye over our colonies, to reftrain them
from fetting up any of themanufactures which are car-
tied on in Britain, whereby they would do us much
hurt, and themfelves no good, becaufe their:labour
might be morexproﬁtably employ’d in raifing the
produgt of the country ; andany fuch attempts fhould: -
be crufhed in the beginning; for if they are fuffered
to vgrow up to any maturity, it will. become difficult
to fupprefs them, and feem a greater hardfhip to the
people. ) L e o
To conclude, if what has been faid.in the fore-
going papers fhall convince gentlemen, that the trade,
and confequently the wealth and power of the nation
hath been for feveral years palt, and yet is in .a de-

clining ftate ; but thatif we will exert ourfelves; we .
have {till refources in our power to retrieveit; ’tis to
“be hoped- that all fuch who are in {tations which ren-

der them capable of performing fo- beneficial a fervice
to their country, will apply their thoughts, their care,
and their interelt, to procurc the fpeedy execution of
fome at leaft of thofe valuable improvements which

have been humbly offered to their confideration 3

always. remembring ;- that the lofing of time - often:

proves to be the lofs of opportunities that can never be:

retrieved, and as I have obferved, that at the opening
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of every parliament, four grand committees are always
appointed, viz, for religion, for courts of judicature,
for grievances, and for trade, of which I have never
" known éither to fit 3 . if that honourable houfe would
be pleafedto take thefs matters into their confidera
* tion, nothing feems to me to be a more efficacious
- way to induce themto take the moft proper meafures
to repair our former negledts, than the ordering the
. committee for trade to fit conftantly to receive. and
examine fuch propofals and informations as might be
offered to them, and to hear and judge of fach matters
asmight come to be debated before them; by which -
means, gentlemen might come gradually to be fowell
inftructed in commercial affairs, that they would not
be fo f{ubjeé to be mifled by the planfible arguments
of partial men ; and might grow up to be as it were :
3 genuine reprefentative of trade in the houfe of com-
mons. ’tis true indeed, that a confiderable number
of merchants are always. chofen into that houfe; but
then it has been obferved, that by the mutual oppofi-
‘tion of thofe who are engaged in different interefls,
they rather puzzle than give light to the argument -
“in’debate ; and I muft confefs, that T have ufually
" found gentlemen more ready to entertain right noti-
ons of commerce, as itrefpects the advantage or difad-
~ vantage of the publick, than moft men in trade ; few
of whom, though otherwife knowingand well fkilled
in - their own way, give themfelves the trouble to look
farther than what concerns theirown particularintereft.
- FINIS




