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AN unﬁnlshed tleatlse on the Hus-\
bandry and . Commerce of Bengal’ .

which was the' Joint productlon of seve-

ral” Gentlemen conversant Wlth dlﬁ"e—._ o

| ,rent branches of the subject was pnnt-

ed at Calcutta, nearly -ten years ago, -
for private - circulation, and has re-
mained unpubhshed for various rea-
“sons, but prmc1pally because the au- "
thors intended to revise and complete Sl

- thé work at a- future perlod

EXTRACTS fI'OII'l lt havmg SIHCG ap-

'peared in more than one- pubhcatlon,

‘the author of the first’ portlon of the

'treatlse, however consc1ous that - it is o
- the least valuable and 1nterest1ng, has ’
‘thought 1t necessary to reprlnt an a-

exclu-

e
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| excluswely ertten by hnnself The :

- ‘remamder of the ongmal Work related
""to manufactures and external com—

merce, and Was chleﬂy written by a
" Gentléman now deceased As it never -

' recerved the correctlons of its author,
and. the revrsron of itis a task to wlnch
_ his colleague does not feel hlmself com=

-petent it has been Judged expedrent 10 SN

| 'conﬁne the present volume to the dlS-

.- tmct fubjects of Husbandry and Im‘er-

| nal Commerce.. o

- Ttmaybe proper to apprrse the rea- -
e ’der. ,that the orlgmal treatise was wrrt— =

ten in 17 94' and :was corrected for
| thls ed1t10n m 1803 Several passages

already requlre alteratlon smce the last
- rev131on, and stlll more smce the Workj' ;
was, first’ prmted ‘The reader is re-ﬂ o
quested therefore, to bear in recollec- SR
tion, that he does not peruse a compo- o

S 31t1on of ver y recent date.

i ANz

‘_‘-g_fent of a complete edltron. N

(v f')-
PREI‘ACE

10 THE T

4AT a moment When the attentlon. o

J'.of Parhament ‘and the country is

| qagam 1mperlously called to the situa-
tlon of the Brmsh 1nterests connected].ji

f, Wlth the East Indres, the' repubhca«

~ tion of a work, dese1vedly valued by R

f‘those who had perused the ﬁrst Edi-

| "'tlon, cannot but be acceptable. BE |

It is much to be regretted that the o

: fpremature death of one of its orlgmal; g
-_"cornprlers, and the avocatlons of the
learned writer of ‘what s now pro-—

| | fduced deprwe the publlc, for the pre— o

e et
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In order _to" account for the new

'orthography in which these remarks
‘are now printed, it may not be im-
’proper to mention, that 1ts Author is
‘not only a member of the Asmtlc So-

ciety, but, from his critical knowledge

" of the Sdnskrzz,‘ -and other Orlental,
'Languages, hlghly capable of spelhng.
the. fozeurn terms aﬂcordmg to the

orl gmal WOI’dS. -

: Populatiok ceceee

Husba}zdry ‘

| ‘ Pr(y‘z‘ts Qf’ Husbandt _y 'm Eengal

(i)

CONTENTS

CHAPTER I

C

GeneralA&pect of Bengaé. —Its Cli?:idteé Soil, and 1 nhﬁbz’tants .

cuapTer II

oooooooooooooooooooooo

' CHAP']ER IV

"Temzres qf Owupants — P; operty in tize Sozl ——Rents and o

page

‘31

. Duties, — Tmm es of, f; ree Lands and of Lands lzab{e Jor N

Rezenue ol

e« o o.voc‘oa..coo.."t

- CHAPTER. V

CHAPTER VI

" Internal Commerce —--Gram, Pzece-Goods Sal@etre, and

oﬂze) objects of c.rpm tation . ., ..,

S O

T it e S, i B 4 SN £ 2573 1

Y TR AT T TR T I I T




s

O I I AT R

CCHAPTER L

Geneml As])ect gf Bengal —Its Cizmate, Sozl '
‘ and Iwkabztant& "

THE reo 1ons, unmedlately govemed by the P1 e-

51dency of Fort William, complehend the Whole ‘
: Subas of Bengal and B1har, a part of the adJmn-
ing Subas of Ila,habad* Orésa'r, and Belzu 1; and

some t1acts§ of "countr Iy Y Whlch had mamtzuned

'theu 1ndependence, even in the most ﬂouushmo'

‘perlod of the MOOhul Empne But these alct |
mfeuol both in extent .and in Value, to ‘the ; p1 o~'
 vince of Bengal and, f01 thls 1eason, When We(
use tha,t name, Wlthout any express lmntatlon

we mean all the p10v1nces over Whlch Gleat:l
' Bntam exermses avowed sovelelgnty, commltted o

» Benares is in Suba Ilahabad s
+ A part only of Orésa is mc]uded in the Brmsh domxmons.‘
% Part of the districts of Ramgerh, &c. is in'Sba Berar.

§ Mostly on the northern frontier: viz. part of Morung con- -
quered in the middle of the present century ;- and Cooch, and o .
other provmces, which have become trlbutary since the En-"" -
ghsh acquxred thexr present mﬂuence in Bengal : P

B e




- (2) _
- to the immediate administration of a council at
Calcutta.

J

The ﬁlst aspect of Bengal suO*gests for tlus '
kingdom the designation of a champaign country.
The elevated tlacts, which it does contain, are
cons1deled to be only an exception to the general
umformity, aud the mundatmn, Whlch anuually
takes place in the regions water ed by the nume-

o

rous mouths of the Gang es, seems the consequence

ofa ovradua,l descent and does not any far ther
mvahdate the notlon of a O‘CHGI al lev el But the
culate 1f these dlStlnCtIOIlS be 1ece1ved as chalac- .
te1 S, mstead of e‘zceptlons The sacred Galwes
ﬂows to. the sea through a champalon country
hm1ted by chams of mountains, and by elevated: -

tlacts, ‘which Ben(ral touches, and on which it
~even encroaches in many places. “The punmpal

stream of the - Ganges, losing its sanctlty after
sendmo a hallowcd baanch* towzu ds the sea, in- -

s undates, in 1ts subsequent plOG‘I‘CSS, ‘the tracts‘r

throu gh

T * The Bhagnat’hx, or Kasxmbazax Rwer. S
'f TFhe tract of annual mund.mon (for which see the maps m
Rexmel’s Atlas) was antxent]y ealled Beng ; -whence, probably,

i the name of Bengal is denved The upper parts of Bengal prow.

per, w hich are not hable to mundatlon, were called Baréndra, .

and are mostly north of the Ga.nges. On the West of the
: Bhagu'at‘hx N

(3)
‘through Whlch it flows. This portmn of Bengal

not inconsider. able i inits area, is the most valuable
for its produce and manufactures. . . The elevated

- tract, occupymo' the south-west angle of this pro-

_vince, -is not only inferior in extent,. but is of

less note mn the views of commexce or: ﬁnance.
Eugagmg little attention from the pohtxcal obsel~

ver, it \might yield its - place in - the . physmal?
- divisions of Benfra,l toa dlstlnctlon founded on .
i the charactenstlc produce of different parts of
- the. champalgn ‘country. - Rlce, W‘thh is lux-

uriant in the tract of mundatlon thrlves in . all

the southem districts; but in the ascent of the g

Ga.nge it is obser Ved | gn: adually to y1e1d the ﬁrst

“place in husbandry to wheat. and- barley. - The v
- mulberry, acclimated in the middle provinces: of :
'Bengal shows a. better deﬂned hmlt Where 1t

Bhagtrat’hl were Utter-rén and Dacshm-rau. The east of
the same river was Bhagre. Other districts are also mcluded

in . Bengal as Anga, Saublra, Chaura, Ha]avana, Mala,, s
Gaura; and, m Bihar, are found*Magadha, Nalpura, Mlt’hlla, 5

or Txrabhuctl, Betrapa, ‘and many others., “These names
are- yet- unforgotten, and are even more famxhar to the Bens
galese than the'subdivisions of the Stiba into Sircars, as formed

under the Mogeul govemment, and as still preserved in oﬁxcxal o
- - documents, The’ present geography atteuds to the hmxts of .

; Junsdlctxons accordmg to'the different systems ‘which have been

‘adopted for the Administration- of Bengal. - They have " un-
dergone ﬂ'equent alterations from the Chaclas of Jaafer Khan
' -to the present leas. . ' ' . ’

,B 2 R m’eets ‘
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'meets thc culture of the poppy whlch is pecuha,r
.to the nmtheln ‘and western provmces This
distinction is not insig nificant, though it do not’
ettendgto many ploductlons ‘Sugar and: Indlgo
are “commion ; ‘to the whole champalon, and s0
are - coalse cloths, cozuse, .at least, when - con-
‘masted with the more delicate fabrics of - the

tract subJect to the annual 1nundat10n poie

1ncons1stent “with- one 1ema1ked by the’ Hmdus

themselves “In their opinion, ' the resort of -the

: Antelope sancnﬁes the: countries’ oraced ‘by his.

presence, ‘while his’ absence degxades ‘the regions.
vhich he avo1ds This ‘séems more’ ‘connected

With” physmal observatlon than Wlth popular

plejlldlce “*The wide and open range,” in ‘which

the Antelope delwhts, is equally denied by the
forests of the mountams and by the mundatlon

of the fens. - . :

Ge001aplncal dmsmns may be l1k W1se de-

: scrlbed -which shall be consmtent W1th sens.lble :
dxﬁ'elences “of climate. Wlthm the hrmts of this .
provmce The penodlcal winds, that plevall m.

“the bay of Bencral ew:tend their. mﬂuence over |

o the flat country u untll ‘they are d1ve1ted byc chams

of . mounta.ms into anothex dir ect1on, neally cor-..
the course of the: Ganv o

1espondent howevex w1th
- o OCS.

| The dxstmctlon, whlch \vas ﬁlSt not1ced isnot. -

(59

.ges Northelly and southeily winds Dblow, cal-

temately, during unequal portlons of .the year,

‘over that part of the province . wluch faces the

head of the bay. The northerly. wind plCVallS
during the cold season; a- southexly one, during
the hot: but ‘the peuod of their chanoe seems to -
be carlier on the eastern side of the Delta of the-
Ganges than on the west; couespondmo herein.
with a similar difference in the periodical. winds -

~on the respective shores of the bay: ... The sea-.
sons of Bengal conform nearly. with these changes .
"of the prevailing Wmds They are commonly
‘ "'ldlstmgulshed by the terms of cold; hot, and

rainy; but the natlves, on the 1esult of. closer ‘

* observation, subdmde them, and xeckon SIX sea-

sons, each contammo two months.

The spuno and the dly season occupy four

kmonths, durlng which the heat progressively in-
‘c1eases untll it becomes almost intolerable ev en
to the natives themselves. . In- the mlcldle pal ts-

of Bencal howevel ‘the extl eme sultuness of the - o

weather is: moderated « by. occasmnal ‘thunder-

kstouns, accompamed by rain or haul and duven‘ 2

by sudden gusts of nor th-west wingd. : In the

. eastern dlstucts milder showels of ;rain are. stﬂl B
~ more.fr equent and 1cfresh the heated atmosphele
‘But,'in Bihar,and in dlstncts contiguous ta'it, a

pal chlntr wmd from ‘the westward pre evzuls during

133" . a
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" a large portion of the hot season

: ( 6)

Tt blows with
great stlength during the. day, but is commonly
succeeded at night by a cool breeze in the eon-
trary dxrectlon, and it sometimes ceases for days
or weeks, giving way to casterly gales. Beyond
the limits of Bihar, the parching winds are still
more prevalent refreshing breezes, or cooling
showers of rain and lml Tore rare. -

At 1ength the scm ched mha,bltants are xeheved

by the rainy season; which, in general, com-

mences neally at the same time throughout the :

‘whole plovmce. Durmg the two first months,

- accmdmo' to the usual course of seasons, the rain
18 heavy and - continual; in this:period an inter-
" mission of many successive days is rare, and the
rain pours with such force and continuance, that

three, four, and even ﬁve, inches of water have
fallen in a fingle " day In the twa subsequent

months, the intermissions are more frequent and
_of longer, duration; and the heat and- closeness
of the -weather has entxtled thls season to the
~name of ‘sultry, - The rivers, and the Garnges
especmlly, -which had begun to rise even bef01e :
the commencement of the rainy season, contmue

to 1ncrease dunno' the two ﬁlst months of it,

and the Ganges 1eaches its g;eatest height in the

third. - By this time alt the rivers of Bengal are

L swoln, and the Delta of the Gangesis overﬂowed,, =
' - -other

“abundant and penetmtm

sons, the ﬁosty and the dewy. .

7))

other portions of Bengal' are, 1ndeed .exempted - |
from annual - 1nundat10n, ‘but they sometlmes
experxenee it, as'a calamlty, 1 years when a sud— N
den and uncommon fall of rain swells the rivers

a beyond the level which they usually attain. Thls

tempmaly variation in the quantity of water.

" does not much affect the oeneml average of the
‘year: for, the annual fall of rain, in the lower

parts’ of - Benval 15 ‘seldom sh01t of seventy'_

‘inches and as seldom_ exceeds elghty

_ At the approach of winter, the rivers begin to
decrease, - showers cease . to fall, and th¢ inunda-
tion giadually drains off or evaporates. - Fogs,

“the natural consequence of -such evapmatlon in
cold weather, are frequent i in most parts of: Ben-

Dew, at thls season, is ever y where
~and, in the ‘higher
latitudes of In(ha as well as in the mountamous

gal proper.

tracts of it; frost and extreme cold are experi~
-enced. . Even in the flat country; ice is ob’camed L
by the sxmple artifice of assisting evapmatlon in

porc ous vessels, althou0h the atmosphere be much
warmer than the ﬁeezmo ‘temperature; “and a -
bhohtmw frost is. sometimes deplored in - Bihar
and Benax es.’ The natives do therefore not 1m—‘
plopelly dlstmoulsh the wmtex mto two sea-
It must; how~
evez be 1em'ulxed that dews are eoplous in Ben- :
~ B 4 ' o gal
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- gal throughout the whole winter, ‘and gr eatly |

assist Vegetatlon, -affor dmg nearly as much moi-

'stule as corn requires in a soil so loose, - though ‘

retentive, as “that whlch is most plevalent
throughout the provmce. :

The O*eneral soﬂ of ‘Bengal 'is c]ay, Wltn a
cons1derable p10p01 tlon of “silicious sand, fer-
‘ tlhsed by various salts,' and by decayed substan-
‘ces, anlmal and vegetable “In the flat country,
sand is every where the basis of this stratum of

o productlve earth; it indicates an accession of

“soil on‘land which has been gamed by the de-
rehctlon of water. “The progress of this ope-
ration of nature presents itself to the view in

“the dev1at10ns of the great’ rivers - of Bengal,
-~ ywhere changes are often sudden- and then dates

) Jemembered 'A period of thirty years scarcely-

covers ‘the balren sand with soil sufficient to fit

it f01 rewar dlng the labours of the husbandman* ‘

the lapse of ‘a century does not 1emove it half a

“span from the surface. - “In” tracts, ~which ‘are

annually 1nundated the plogl ess is more rapid;
~and that, for’ obvious * reasons, thch equally
enplam Why such t1aets eXhlblt a, gxeatex depth

) The water of mundatxon, havmg dlssolved clay, depoms ’

. itin the progress of evaporation. But: runnmg ‘water deposits
sand, and keepst the clay, calcareous salts, and other fe;tlhsmg
substances, suspended ol

of

B ( 9 )

of ploductxve soﬂ and a 1a1ger proportlon of
“clay than other regions. A~ compound of -cal-
careous and silicious earth assumes,  in many
‘places, a firm texture and forms a stone named

Kunkur*. In some parts, iron ore enters into

the compos1t10n and gives it a still - firmer
' ,textule. ‘A similar accretion of- sand and clay

bears the same appellation. Silicious stones of

- various kinds, which have fallen from the hllls, ‘

chequex the contiguous’ plains, and.form one
more exceptlon to genelal unlfornnty If the
variable proportions of clay and sand, and the
circumstances - of - frequent alterations in. the

channels of rivers, .be considered, great - ine-

quahty of soil may be cxpectec though it be
composed of few substances RO

In hlS p1001ess throuO‘h Bengal the tmveller

'- w1ll not confine himself to 1ema1k ‘the natural
~ ;dlve1s1ty n the aspect of the country, but will
. compare . ‘the neat habltatlons ‘of the peasants,
“who reside in: hllly regions," Wlth the wretched

huts of those who inhabit: the plam, and the -

- contrast may suggest a reflection, how. little the |
_ nchest ploductlons and most thmmo m'mu-

m One hundred parts of Kunkur have been f‘ound fo cons

tam forty parts of air, foxty one of. calcareous cartn, sxxteen of

ys;llcxous earth, and three of calx of iron. T

t .fao_tui'ex's




facturers contubute to the O'enelal comfort of (
‘che people at large. -

umtmO' in wllao es and cultwatmw 111dlscr1m1-
nately the adjolmno la,nds.

In the tlact of annual mundatlon, msulated
, habltatlons ‘and fields raised considerably above
: the level of the _country, exlllblt the effects of
‘! : ‘ .patlvent industry. In the same tlact, during the
- season of rain, a scene presents itself, interest-
. ing by its novelty: a navigation over fields sub-
1 merged toa considerable depth, while the ears
H . of rice float on the sulfacc, stupendous dikes,
i not altogether pr eventing 1nundat10n, but check-
ing its sudden excesses; the peasants repamng.
to the market, or evén to the field, on embarka-
tions, _accompanied by then families and do-
L mestic animals, from an apprehension .that the -
1 " water might rise suddenly and drown their chil- -
o “dren and cattle in the absence of their boats.
. This practice suggests an alarming mnotion of
 threatening inundation. . And, when we pass the
~ peasant’s habltatlon and - observe the level . of -
the flood reachmw to the height of the artificial
~~ mound on whlch his house is built, his . pre-
: caution appears far from superfluous. - In the
j - dry season, tempmary habitations for the hus-

_ tentxon to 1mp10vement 1eselv0ns and dams,
"constlucted for - jrrigation in the’ champalgn,
country, are equally a proof of some attention
to ' that ob‘]ect while. wells f01 watering the
fields offer a pleasing specimen of mdust1y in
the western provinces. - But, if something occur _
‘to extort applause, the most desultory observa- g
tion will notice more to censure. ~The as- - ;
semblage of peasants  in- v1llaoes, their smali i
falms and the want of enclosmes, bar all great |
improvements in " husbandry. It is true, that,
in a country 1 infested by -tigers, solitary . dwel- -
lings and unattended Cdtﬂe would be insecure;
‘but no apology can be oﬁ'eled f01 the peasants
indifferently qmttmo the ploUOh to use the loom,
and the loom to resume the plough. Industry
~cannot be Wmse dnected Yet this practice is
no. whele moxe prev;ﬂent than m the " nchest .
' -provmces. PR SR

!
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chtuzesque beautlesz unknown to 1evel

: bandm"m, in the midst of an extenswe plam | countues, ‘are not more 1ema1kable in the ele- i
A which had lately been submeraed form a con- vated tracts  than the chzuacteustxc featmcs N
¢ - tmst to the general plactlce Of the peasants of a race of people distinct from the inhabitants - {{
' : R umtmo' of "the plain. chond Benoal the natives of ggf
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the nor thern mountams betray by the1r features
a Tartar origin; descendmO' to more fertile re-

gions in the plains, which skirt the mountains,
they people the northern boundary of Bengal.

. On the eastern hills, and in the adjacent plains,

the peculiar features of the inhabitants declare

- with equal certainty a distinct origin; and-the

elevated tract, ‘which- Bengal comprises on the
west, is peopled from a stock ‘obviously distinct,

~ or rather by several races of mountaineers, the’

probable “aborigines of “the country*. :In the

‘mixed population of the middle provinces, the -

observer readily distinguishes the Hindus from
the Muhammedans. Among the latter, he dis-
criminates the Moghul, the Afghan, and their

e The mountameers are most ev1dently dlstmgushed bx

o rehouon, character, language, and manners, as well ‘as b) thexr

features, from the Hindu nat:on - Under various ‘denomina-
tions, they people that vast mountainous tract which occupies
the centre of India, and some tribes of them have not yet

emerged from the savage state They are perhaps aborlgmes,
driven many ages ago from the plains’ of Hindustdn by the -
~ Hindu colonists; but even deso‘ate forests, an ungrateful soil,
difficult roads, and a noxious climate, do not preserve to them
“the unmolested possession of the dreary region to which they
'have retired, Hmdus, and even Muselmans, ma_y be now
' found mterqperaed qmongst them. It should be, however '
' noticed, “that these mountameers, in the progress of cwxhsa-
~ tion, ‘do “often adopt the mannerq, and in time, embxaoe the‘ )

xehrrmn 'md assume the name, of Hmdus. T

. ‘ SR . immediate

( 13 )

1mmedlate descendants, from the naturahsed

" Muselmén; among the former, he iecogmses the
: pecuha1 traits of ‘a ‘Bengalese, contrasted w1th

those of the Hlndustcmi 1101e1gn commerce
has increased the diversity, by the resort which
it has attracted from almost every nation of

- Europe and Asia. But, addlng little to usefulﬂ
populatxon, it permits us. to descube Ben«al as:
pe0pled by Hindus and Muhammedans. , Let us

attempt to estnnate tlus populatlon. e
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' CHAPTER 1L
o Po[)éclatioé;

I N India, o bills of mortality, hor fegisters
of blrths,'marriagés‘,f and burials, afford data fos

calculation. The arguments, by which we are

_co.nvinced of the great population of Bengal,
arise from the results of various .sI‘)ecula'tions,l
fmd are so connected with other’ topics, that,
m stating them, we must take a general view of

the whole -subject Which We propose to ex-.

amine.

~ The iﬁhabitq,ntg of Bei_jgél V,‘are,:ceittaiﬁljnur .
MErous in proportion to the tillage and manu-

facturers which employ théi;j industry. Former

. computations carried the population to eleven

millions; and to them a late publication seems

to allude, in ménﬁonihg the number of twenty :

- millions, for the inhabitants of the Company’s

terntorial - possessions in India*; since the po-

* Exclusive of the accession of territory obtained during

. the governments of ‘Marquis Cornwallis and Marquis Wel-

leél,ey. -
- pulation

( 15 )

pulation of the British dominions in the Decan

was then estimated at nine millions.

- An_inquiry, institoted in 1789, and conduct- -

ed, chiefly, by calling upon the collectors of

“districts for their opinions on the,popula'tion_k'bf

their respective jurisdictions, furnished grounds

for estimating twenty-two * millions in Behgal .

and Bihar. Sir William Jones has hinted at a

‘higher estimate; and, though he has not men- .

tioned the grbund§ of his computation, it may
be admitted, that he has not hasarded a vague
and unfounded conjecture. We think, with him,
that twenty-four millions{ is at least the pre-

sent-number of the native inhabitants of Ben-
~.galand Bihar; and we shall subjoin arguments
- which might lead us to compute a greater num-

ber. We cannot, therefore, hesitate in stating

twenty-seven millions for the whole population,
_including the province of Benares. . . -

=

T e

O

e e R

- First. An actual ascertainment 1 found 80,914 i
‘husbandmen holding, leases, and 22,324 aitificers.
paying ground rent, in 2,784 villages § upon.

‘* Quoted f‘ro‘m‘ r‘ner‘xio'ry, SRS o "?
.+ Preface to the translation of Al Sirajjiyah, 5
"% The result of an official inquiry in the province of ?;3

Furinya, e E T e
' § Mauzas, By this term is meant the land attached, to a :3
o DR village, ?\
#
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2,531 square miles. Allowmg five to a family,
this gives more than 203 to a square mlle, and,
for the whole of the Dewani provinces, at that -

ploportron it gives a p0pulatron of 30,291,051 ;
or, mcludmo Benares, 82,987,500 smée the
area of Bengal and Bihar is 149,217 squzuemlles,
and Wlth Benm es, not less than 162 500.

The d1st11ct in Wluch tlns ascer tamment Was

* made, is not among the most populous, but is |

more so than the gener: ahty of d1stucts. In some

: vrllage, ot merely the site of bulldmgs It answers to the
word pansh more nearly lhan to any other Enghsh term for, .

“on the coatrary, the same {own will sometimes include several‘ '
' Mauzas. The common size of them® may he Judged from the A
ascertainment of - 21,996 Mauzas on 18,028 ° square miles. - V
Estxmates have been attempted : from the number of mhabrtants :
;found ina few vxllages, deducing thence an argument apph- '

cable to the whole number of Mauzas ‘Such mqumes “have’

been too hmrted to afford sufficient * grounds for an_accurate -
esumate but the results, which have come to our knowledge,

exhibit 17 9 inhabitants in each village ; . viz: 92 males and

v females.. The whole number of Mauzas in Bengal and
 Bihar is not less than 180,000. ' If there be 135 000 inhabited ’
'v;llages, the population should exceed twenty four mrlhons, '

exclusive of the inhabitants ef cities and large towns. We.

‘ appeal to_the recollechon of every person, who has iraversed

the populous parts of Bengal whether every vrllage do not

swarm with inhabitants? whether every plain be not crowded -
with villages? and whether every street be not thronged wrth :

paesen gers?
. parts

: (@ 3
parts of Bengal, vast tracts of land are almost
wholly waste: ifa fourth of the area were - ex-

- cluded for this cause, the ratio of the popula.tron'
to- the ¢ square mile, 1esultmg from an "ascertains

ment in this- district here alluded to,- mrght be
taken for three—fourths of Bengal* _

But it must be remembered that many and’

’ numerous classes of people do not pay rent nor-
contribute: dlrectly to the revenue, Some pros
fessions are exempted from ground-lent some

classes are excused on account of -property,

others through motives of respect. - The tenants
of alienated estates are not comprehended in the
\ ascer tamments above-mentloned yet the free :

..................

the dxstrrct alluded to} . and they do not bear a

less proportion to the assessed lands throughout '
Bengal. No city, nor ‘considerable town f, was
‘included in the ascertamment which, for that

farther’ reason, may be accounted modelate.

'Upon the Whole we may adhere to the averaore,f s
ﬁrst suwgested of' 200 to a square mrle, in d1s~ o

.........

* On this prmexple, the populat:on of Bengal Bxhar, a.nct
Benares, might be rated at 24,740,000, -

'+ Bengaland its dependancxes contain five large and as many :

smaller cities, forty large towns, and a great number of' smaller,
but not mconsnderable, to’wns.
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- Second, - Gener&l measurements me occds

"smnally undertaken for entire perganas, and for
larger districts.. Int the registers of such surveys,

“the land in - trllave, ‘the spots appropuated to

: specml purposes, the waste and . bairen :tracts,
“and the ground :covered by 1akes, are” dis

tmgurshed Many such survey s* have been ex-

‘amined, and the following proportion is glound-»
~ed on them, aftex makmo' an allowance for great

, nvers

* For specimens of these surveys, take the followmg
abstracts from several perganas n Srrcarq Sherxfabad Ma.
" darin, &c. measured in 17 86, and in Srrcar Ta_]pur surveyed
n1788: T . _
Waste, butreclaxmable, as well as forest and stenle, '

. landsf..."..“.._...; ....... Tea e
Ponds PR .,'_‘ ;'. AR A
Freelandq RGP P I 'l . 298,275

Sommr—————

Preducnve (mcludmg arte of buxldmgs) e e es ;J : 524 909 -

Blghas of 80 cubrts square ‘1,314,975

. O ——n Gop—

Perganas in ercar Tajpur, measured m 17 88

: Waste,butteclarmable veraase e e ‘_._“_161,225 C

Lo 128,147

":Barren.....,......w. N
104,122

Ponds and toads, & v e s N
Freelands . . v . ."v o o R I IO 143,042
Cultivatedo ‘-\ . ‘A\’o o o 0 jn B ‘o. e v e 8 e 8- . . 301,131
»Total Bighas 753,267 - .
These measurements are exclusxve of nvers. S
Rrvers/

i 449,986—.-
s an805
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Rrvers and Iakes (an elghth) PRI '-3. :
Deemed 1rrecla,1mable ‘and barren @ |

L Slxth) 4.5. Va .'}‘x"-- o« 3 bk 4
Srte of towns. and v111ages, hxghWays: e

ponds, &¢e. (a twenty-fourth) 1
_~::_I‘1ee la,nds (an erghth) R '. o 3‘:':
Lmble for Reeenue; ?, . :
In txllawe (three-elghths) e D .
. .":Waste (a srxth) e e e : Z

f,,l... .

If a f'ourth of the area of‘ Bengal be excluded |
as before for tracts” of land ‘nearly or Wholly
Waste, thr ee-elghts of the remainder give 45,703

- square mlles,' or (omlttmg Benares) 41 967
)

‘square ‘mlles equal to 81,248,112 bighas of land :

“tilled “and liable for revenue; if - ‘half the free

lands be cultwated the whole tillage is 94, 7’90 100 -

| brghas, or 31 335 570 acres.

In some dxstncts an mqurry, un&ertaken in

;790 ascertamed the quantlty of land tenanted :
.by near seventy thousand cu1t1vators and it

Bave an’ average of less than
n* ewhtee
_eeach in actual- txl]age' i blghas

for the ascertai
’ mment
omprehends no: Iays nor f'allows, ‘because ‘the

-husbandman pays rent for no more than he

Cg . B really
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really tills and sows. | At this’ proportion;’ the
whole quantity of .94,790,100. ‘bighas ' must be
used by 5,266,118.tenants;. and, adding artificers

and manufacturers at. the proportion sugcrested
~ by the. ascer tannnent of - 80,914 ‘husbandmen,

and 99,324 ar tlﬁCCI'S, in the districts above-men-

tioned, we have 6,719,035 persons paying land-
rent - and - glound-rent If -each of these be

“deemed the head. of afamily, .the populatmn

mloht be. estimated. at 33,595, 175, But several

. rents are not . unﬁequently paid by tlie same

farmly for this reason, the number of husband-
men may be thought over-rated; because in the
rent-rolls, \ Wlnch were abstl acted tenants, holdmg
land from more. than one owner, or paying two

Tents to the same propueﬁor, must unavmdably

have stood f01 two _persons.. The excess in the

' estnnate, ausmg from this’ cause, is perhaps not

fully ‘balanced by the “various classes Whlch do
not contnbute dn'ectly to the 1enta1* R

lezrd Remams to compare the estlmated po-~

pnlatnon w1th the consumptlon The food of an

JIndian is very s1mple the diet of one is ‘that of
' nnlhons, namely . rice, \Vlth spht pulse and ‘salt
to 1e11eve its msupldzty T WO and a half ounces of

S The same obJectxons occur agamst an esumate founded '

on the average rents of tenants

o)

salt two pounds of spht pulse, and eight pounds-

of rice, form the usual dally consumption of a
famﬂy of five 'persons 'in - easy . circimstances.
- Or, accordmov to another estimate, four méns of
_ rice, one man of spht pulse, ‘and " two and a
:half sérs of salt, suffice for the ~monthly con-
sumptxon of - a famlly of six persons, ‘consisting
of two. men, as many women, and the ‘same

‘ number of ehﬂchen ‘Whence we deduce, for

the average consumptlon of salt i In & year, ‘ five

- sérs, or.ten ,pounds a head, accor dmO‘ to exther :

estimate ;- or, admitting a chatac’ a day. for four

- persons, ‘as is estimated Where salt is modelately ,

cheap, the annual consumptlon of each person
Is-a little more than five and a half SélS but less
than twelve pounds. ey e F

v The annual sales of salt undex the monopoly v
of thatarticle by government, exceeded 35,00,000 |

méns, on an  average of ﬁve years ending in 1793.

- 'The. quant1ty, and the price for whxch 1t ‘has -
j,been sold, have s smce been much 1nc1eased and -
it'is certaln that no precautlons ‘can entu ely
‘prevent smugovlmo T he e‘{POItS ﬁom Bengal
N into Asam and . othel contw'uous .countries,
pthough not 1ncon81de1able, are pr obably balanced
! by the contraband trade “and “by - the - illegal
: ‘nlanufacture of i nnpule salt obtalned ﬁom ashes
: and the mothel of mtle. . These 1mpuxe ‘sorts,

“C3 - which

g R e

R e,




wlnch are deemed salutary and even- neeessany

for eattle, though not equally so -for men, were
\ 'often employed by retailers in adulterdting sea-
| salt,” 'and - were -also’ voluntauly consumed by‘
- the poor; ‘probably they still are so, in:some |
‘degree, though less than heretofore. ~ The quan-

tity of salt, ‘consumed in Bengal ‘and - Bihar,

'certamly exceeds 40,00,000 mans,* excluswe oé'
-~ Benares, ‘the consumptlon of "which is- supphe

by its  own' manufacture, ‘joined with 1rnpor}ta—«
tions : from ‘Sambher and other places. - That
quantlty, compared with a supposed population

~of thirty millions of people, would indicate an-

kannual eonsumptron of near]y eleven pounds a
head; but, if we suppose the population not-to
exceed twenty—fom mllhons, we must then rate.

the. averacre-consumptlon of salt so high as
fourteen pounds, ‘which  exceeds all’ e*{perrenee |

m Indla, even Where salt is cheapestT

1‘1 om

; * I‘or :a ‘most comPrehenswe tablc Of the coms, wcights, “"d .

tzc
,Jreasurcs, of Indza, the reader is rcﬂ'n ed to page 49 of tlze Asza
| Regzste) for 1804-, under the tztlc qf /wme-zntcllzoencc

'r In France, whrle the Gabelle was in force, ‘the annual :

consumptron of each person was estxmated at nine pounds artrdl~
4 Id at 62 hvres for the quinta
one-sixth, where salt ' was so X
(100lb.) ; eleven pounds and three-quarters, where it "wa

1 -

sold ‘at 331%; fourteen pounds, where it was sold atlt‘zlaql&_

~ and, perhaps, erghteen pounds in ‘districts in whrch sa pd i
@ moderate duty. See Necker, De P Admrmstratron e

Fmances,

' smnptron ofa famrly eonsrstmg of six persons

‘ very httle more

“From what has been stated as’ the darly con:“‘
sumptron of a famrly, ‘an average of: nme méns -

- a head” may be deduced for the annual consump—

tion of grain: *The use of wheat and barley, in -
some provmces does ot mateually aﬁ“ect the_
calculatlon* but ‘millet, and other small ¢ glarns, .

(Whrch constitute the prinicipal food of . the poor,.

‘and which are not equally nounshmg Wrth whlte
eom,) wxll mcrease the average. :

Several sorts of pulse are 1arsed f'oi cattle
but bear a small pr0portron to.the. general til:

l'lcre° for the cattle- are - mostly supported on'

_pastures, or-on chaff and straw.: - Corn is im<

ported ﬁom several of’ the countrres Whrch :

Fmances teme Q p 12, The Freneh pound was somewhat g

greater thau the Enghsh avgrrdupors AR
* Four sérs. of coarse ﬁour are estrmated for the darly con

.

Thrs is equal
to six méns of flour annuaHy for each person; or nearly seven

mins of | wheat The consumptron of . barley is reckoned at.
- The practice of throwmg away the - water, ’
in which rice has been boiled,” ‘accounts for the’ greater con-
sumptron of Tice compared wrth that of wheat and barley

In Envland ‘a quarter of' wheat is reckoned sufﬁcrent for

'.the annual food of a man; and the Whole quantrty of bread-
: corn, raised in great Britain, has heen computed at 14 ,000, OOO

quarters. - Since a quarter of wheat weighs, on an ‘average,
about 480 poundc that estrmate does not matemlly drsagree

. wrth ours. ,

T Ctt" T ‘hordcr

e
T



ot s

o gek it
LR TERENN P 2 S IR SN o SIS =it e
i1 e

e,

SR IR T TR

iy R R ke Ry SEEE

e

(o)

"border on Bengal but the exportatlon exceeds
the import :. we | thelefore estimate the ploduce,
fconsumed by 30,000,000 of persons; at270 mil-

. lions of méns, or.at 300 millions, aftel adding

- grain consumed ‘by. cattle ‘to this jagain add a

seventh - for seed, ‘anid the Whole produce in"

- grain will be 342,857, ;140 méns; a very. moderate
~ produce from tlllacve estlmated at 94 '790 100

brghas

But the Indian ‘Tusbandry y ml*ung in the same

3 ﬁeld corn and other articles of a very different
' nature, every ObJCC'C must be mcluded in the |
- 'computatlon to’ compare the produ(:e with the

' quantxty of land; and, for that ‘purpose, - the

- grain must be stated at 1ts money—value. “This
- we take from the avelaoe of many mqumes (in
the course of Whlch the cheapest and - dearest |
provmces have been compared) at the follow- N

mg rates e

:Mans AT DI b Rupzyas

Q15O 000, OOO of uce, Whea’c and

barley, at, 12 annas . | ".".,,'. 112 00 OOO

60,000,000 millet, &c, at 8 annas - 30, 000,000
" 90 OOO OOO pulse, at 10 annas. . 156’25’9’000

e 198,750,000

‘Brought

i Sugal, tobacco, cotton &c.,.,
~ Sundnes T T

( §5 | ,)

" Rupyas. P
R Bzought fmwald,}._.?.; 198 750 OOQ :
Seed rese1ved for. the followmo s |

28 380 ooo

- season, 43, 000 000 mans
o 227130000

011 seeds e e e oL 12,000,000
SRR 2..7,0;000,'(100
320 000,000

Gross p1oduce of‘ land Rupz_yas 329,130 O()() ‘

In a subsequent mquny, We shall have -oc-

- casion to show this to be moder ate in proportion
~ to the expenses of husbandry, ‘ot to the aggre-

‘gate amount of rents for the - tlllage estrmated
_ at 95 000, OOO of’ blohas. A

The desultory speculatlons in whlch We have
now indulged cannot avail to detelmme accus

‘rately the popnlatron of these. _provinces ;' but -
_they render, it not improbable  that, it has been
hltherto under—rated Undoubtedly it is; ade-
: quate to’ undelta.ke gleater tillage - and - : more
k ‘numerous and estensrve manufactul es . than now
~* employ._ the labour of the: Asiatic subjects of

Great Butam but Wantrno a vent for a greater
produce they have 1o inducement for greater
cnertlon of lndustr y.. If more produce were

“oredn . | obtained -
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obtamed while no markets were open for the
' dlsposal of it, cllhoence would be unrewarded.

The necessaries of life ‘are clxeap, ‘the mode of
l1vmg simple ; and, though ‘the ‘price of labour

'kbe low, a subsistence may be earned without

the umnteuupted application of industry. Often

“idle; the peasant and manufacturer may never-'

theless subsist.- A few individuals might acquire

wealth by pecuhar exertion; ‘but -the ‘nation at
large can use no more labour than the demand

of the marketis. found to encoulage* = If in-
dustry be roused the pre esent populatlon 1s sufﬁ-

cient “ to blmo mto tillage - the Whole of :
the waste lands of Benual and" Blhar and, in
most dxstncts, ‘improvement may be . -expected;

Whenever new channels of txade are opened to

take off more or new pxoduce -Of this we are

- ,convmced aware, howevel, ‘that the culture
"does requne consulelable labom ; for, in’ ‘the
“common husbandl y, the land ylelds several crops

"r‘_\wthm the year.: But needing no manure, ex-.

cept for some’ at ticles, (and manured for these

without Tabour or expense,) :the same quantity
of land should employ fewer hands ' in Bengal
than in England since the labours of the hus=

bandman suffel less mterluptlon ﬁom the ;}1—

e Tlns uas tllc case in France slzm t{y preceduzcr thc wwhmcm, 4

(md per haps n part accelerated tlmt catash ophe.” -+ ~
‘ » , clemency

¢ | 27 )-

clemency of seasons* The lmprovements, Wthh

are to be expeetcd ﬁ'om a better and more d1h~ -
gent husbandry, may be appreciated- after re-

viewing the present system of agriculture,

We must here pause o remalk that the re-
_venue mostly follows a proportion to the area

of the districts, as may be shown - by a .com-
‘parison of the area with the revenue collected in
11784 which distant PCI‘lO(l is taken, because

dlStI‘lCtS have since been new modelled and their |

ar ea undel latc dlStI‘lbuth’ﬂS 18 not ascer talued

* Tt has been estxmated that there are 40,000 OOO of' cuL

twated acres in Great, Bntam, probably mcludmg meadowsl
If this computatxon be accurate, two-thlrds of the area of
Grcat Britain are productlve We estlmate one‘thxrd only of
Bengal and Bxhar tobe tilled, but thisi is exclusne of ( pasturage
and lays or fallows In England it should seem, there are
four acres of - arable and meadow land for e\'ery mhabltant
‘in Bengal lxttle more than ong acre of tilled ground for every
person.  The present, populatlon, thw, is fully adequate to the
cultwatxon of all land that is now waste. :

 DISTRICTS
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The cultxvated lands, in the tracts Whlch are

here considered as neaz‘ly waste, are fully equalled
by the waste lands in districts stated by us as

well cultivated: hence the argunient, on which
" afourth of the area has been excluded as deso-

late. T he averaoe of reVenue on the whole
area is, Vm‘current rupiyas, 184 per square mile;

. on three-fourths, which are well cultivated, it

is 246 per- squale mile. - The revenue of most
districts, compared with their area, falls between

‘those limits. No ascertainments have been ad-
‘mitted in the preceding computations, but
“those - obtamed within the districts marked ¥

where the revenue was, in. 1784« neally 200 cur-

rent rupiyas per square 3 mlle " this circumstance

- shows-them to be in am1ddle class, between the
Vdepopulated and" waste and the populous and

highly cultivated, provinces; between the vely

~ cheap and ver y deal dxstucts. :

In the pxesent dlstnbutxon of d1str1cts, the

dearest and most productwe -are Berdwan, 24

- Pelganas, Nedxya, and the town of Calcutta,‘ .
the cheapest and least ploductwe are Ramgerh,

~ Silhet, Ctchbihar, and Tupura We ‘use no in=

' ;formatlon from these, in computmg the prime

cost of productlons and the prxce of labour. ’

‘CHAPTER.

| CHAPTER ML

. _Husbandryi I IR T e

f THE reoular successxon of peuodlcal rams, '
followed by a mﬂd wmter, ‘ vh1ch is almost uni-
from ram and tlns succeeded by great heat

refreshed however by occasional showels of Tain
and hall affoxd its proper season for ¢ every pro-

, ductlon of tropmal and tempelate chmates Few
are altogether ‘unknown to Bengal T hose

: Whlch actually enoaoe the mdustry of the hus-

bandman .are’ numerous and vaued Among

' them, r;ce 1s the most 1mportant Com 1n every 8

: countly, is the first obJect of agncultule as the

principal nouushment of the mhab1tants, in

this, whele ammal-food is seldom used it is es—
pecmlly 1mp01 tant '

’

The natural seasons of rice me ascel tamed '

: ;_.fxom the progress . of the wild plant It so“s
: ,xtself m the first month of’ the Wmtel vecretates,
W1th the eally m01stu1e, at the appxoach of the‘
Tains; rlpens during thelr PCllOd and lepS lts

: : : aeed
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 seed with the commencement of the wmter A
. culture, calculated to conform to this progress,
is practised in some districts. ‘The tice is sown
in low situations, when nearly desiccated; the
soil, hardening above the seed, gives no passage
‘v_to early showers; but the grain vegetates at the
apploach of the rains 'tnd ripens in that season,
earlier or Iater, ccoxdmo as the field 1s over=
ﬂowed t0'a’ less or to'a greater depth. - Tlus
method is bad, as it e\poses ‘the seed to mJury
durmv a long perlocl in 'which it should remain .
inert:’ the practlcc is not ﬁequent Common
husbandly sows the rice at ‘the season \vhen it
should natulally vegetate; to gathel a cmp in
‘the rains; it also \VlthllOldS seed till the second

- month of that season, and reaps - ‘the harvest m v

the béginning of winter. *The rice of this crop
is esteemed “the best, not bemg equally hable
with the" othex to eally decay “In low 31tua.-
tions, Whele the | plogless of desiccation is tar dy,

and on the shelvmg banks of lakes, WhICh retam’

m01sture tlll the 1eturn of the wet season, a
mcrular cultlvatlon sows rice at the end of the

| jrams, and, by fxequent tlansplantmg and. nn«g ‘

gation, -forces it to maturity duung “the hot

season. In ‘situations nea,lly similar, the hus=

o bandman sows rice in the winter for an early

harvest, obtained by a similar method at the .

e commencement of the rains.

S

e
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In almost every. plant Culture, in pxoportlon
as it is more crenela,lly diffused, induces nume-
rous varieties.  But the several seasons of cul-
“tivation, added to the 1nﬂuence of ‘soil ‘and -
climate, have multlphed the different species of
rice to an endless diversity, branching from the
the first obvious distinction of awned and awn-
less rice. The several sorts and varieties, a(lapted |
to every circumstance of soil, climate, and sea-
‘son, might exeicise the judgement of sagacious
cultlvatms, the ‘selection  of . the most suitable
kinds is not neglected by the Indian- husbancl-
man. There is “Toom, howevel, for great im-
provement, from the future light to be thlown

on this sub_]ect by the obsewatlons of' en-
lmhtened fd,rmers.

Other corn is- moxe lmuted 1n its Vauetles and
its seasons. Of. wheat and balley few sorts
are distinguished; they are alI sown at the com-
mencement’ of - the winter and 1eaped in the

‘spring.: A" gleat Vauety of différent sorts of

pulse ﬁnds its . place in the ocoupa,twns of hus-
bandr y ¥ No season_is without its applopuate
species ; but most sorts are either sown or lC'LpCd

K *
: Peas, clnches, pldgeon peas kldney-b.eans, &c The
\orts most generally culhvated ‘are Pisum satwum, ClCCI‘

ari
’ etmum, Cytlsm ca_;:m, Elvum bhpermum Latln rus satxvus,

Pbascolus Max, Mungo and lobatus, Dolyclxos bistorus, &,
S D o n

=
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no - particular season,

- its culture.

' provrnces.
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in  the Wwinter. They const1tute a Valuable

article in hushandly, because they t thuve even
Millet,

on p001 soils and : 1equne little culture.
and other small grains *, “though beaung a very
low price as’ the: food of the poorest classes,

dre not unnnpor tant ;
and vegetating rapidly,

are uséful, ‘because they occupy an interval after

a ta1d§ harvest, which does not permit -the
usual course of -husbandry. Mays, which may

he placed in this second class of’ corn,. is less
cultlvated in Bengal than :in most - countues
where it is acclrmated For common food,

ferior to white corn,” 1t has not a prefer ence

’ ,above millet to compensate the great labour of
1t is, however, the most general
produce of -poor soils in hilly countries, and is .
also very gener ally cultlva,ted in the Western‘

’

- The umvexsal and vast consumptron of - vege— :
table oils 'is supphed by the extensive cultiva-

tion of mustard, linseed, ~sesamum, and pal-

~ LN

-

. Ind:an 1mllet pamc, &zc The- most common sorte are:

Holcus sprcatus and sorghum, Pamcum Itahcum, ‘and another '

<pecxe= to whrch no specnﬁc name “has been yet assxgned
Cynosurus coracanus, Paqpalum frumentaceum, &tc R

"

r

sever al sorts,. restricted to

T he ﬁrst occupy the wmter season; -

s

¥

]
§
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the sesamum- ripens m the rains, or early after

‘ thelr close. :

Amonw the ‘most Timportant of thepro'duc-

txons of Benoal rich in ploportlon to the land

which they occupy, valuable in commerce and
“manufactures, are tobacco, sugar, mdrgo cotton,
~mulberry, . and poppy. . Most of these require

- land solely appropriated to the respectlve culture

of each: -they -would, here deserve full notrce,

towether with . some other ar trcles, ‘were we not

in this place hrmted to a general review of the
usual course of husbandry, and of the unple—

ments and methods Whlch 1t employs. R

| The alts and hablts of one countly elucrdate -
those of another |

The native of the north may
deem every thmo' novel in. Indra but if he

’ _has v181ted -the southem kmodoms of Euxope,

he will find much similarity to notice. ~The

plouOh and the spade of Beng al, and. the coalse -
substrtute for the’ harlow, Wlll 1emmd hlm of -
Cattle, treadmo" |

smnlar 1mplements in Spam.
‘out the corn from the ear,- will 1ewve ‘the re-

“membrance of the same. practice throughout |
-~ the south of Euxope, wheze, also, he has al- -

1eady 1ema1ked the want of bams and of' en-

: closules ‘the dlsuse of horses for the plough-

the busmess of domestic economy conducted in
s DQ © _ the

T
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the open air; “and the dauy supphed by the

m]lk of buffaloes* g

The . ploiigh' is *drawn by a’ single .yoke of

oxen guided by the ploughman himself. Two
or three pairs of oxen, assigned to each plough,
1eheve cach other, until the darly task be com-
p]eted Several ‘ploughs - in succession deepen
the same furrows, or rather scratch the surface;
for the nnplement which is used thlou0110ut
- India, wants a contrivance for .turning the
earth, and the share has neither wrdth nor
depth to stir a new soil. ‘A’ second plouOhmo
crosses the first, and a third is- sometlmes given
d1a0*ona11y to the preceding. These ﬁequently
repeated and followed by the substltute for the

harrow,  pulverise the sulface, and prepare it

for the reception of sced “The field must be

W'Ltched for several days, after it has been -
sown, to dofend it ﬁom ’che depledahoms of"

* The Buﬂ'alo is a natwe of Indra, but is now common in

Lgypt in Greece, and in the southem pam ‘of Ttaly. The
Gyal, an undescnbed species, whlch must be p]ac:ed between

the domestic bull and the buffalo, is well known i in ‘the Eastern .

parts of Bengal beyond the Brahmeputre and Megna rivers.

lt is found there both wﬂd and tame, but has not spread to

other parts of the Brmsh dominions. ~The bull of Europe is
unLnown in Indla but ‘;everal other varretree 'u'e here “do-

mestlcated as the Zebu, &e. However, _we ehall, in ‘the

' sequel of thrs trcatrse, use the Englmlr namee of the specres.
o S numel ous

e
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nunierous ﬂocks of bnds ~ This. is commonly
the occupatlon of ehrld]en, st'moned to scare
the . birds ﬁom the new-sown omund It is
also necessary to plolono‘ the defence. of ‘the
hdd in those districts which are much mf'ested

4 by w1ld boars, buffaloes, and deer. = Ior this

purpose a stage 1s erected, and a wmtehman is
stationed on it at night to scare wild ammalb

. should they applmeh In all dls’cnets mays

and some sorts of millet, when neculy amved

“at maturity, gencrally need ‘defence from the

depredations of birds by day. and of large bats
by night. For ‘this pulpose also, a Watehman

. s placed on an elevated stage; and other ex-

pedients, common in all’ countues are. hkewrsc ‘
Tesorted to. * These e\pcdlents add nelther to
'the expense nor to’ the toils of husbandry, but
the ‘employment of watchmen’ must be counted

a5 some addition to the labour of ague_ultrue. L

Af'tei the plant has usen, ‘the mpld omwth L
of weeds demands’ frequent extirpation :. p’utr—

~cularly during the season of rains; for few in-

digenous herbs Veoetate in the dry season; 'md
weeding is therefore httle if at all, required, for

plants which are cultu'atcd in the winter and in
" the sprmo VlCWlI]O the Iabouls of the \vecdelb,
-the observer is not easily 1 1eeonulcd to sce them -
’uerttmo to their work.. The short-handled spud,

Ds which

’
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'whxch they use for a hoe, perlmts no other'pos»
‘ture:: but, however familiar that may be to the

IndIan, his labour is not employ ed to advantage

~The smkle (f'or the scythe is unknown) reaps

'everv harvest With this, also, much unnecessaly
labour is emploved not melely from the want
'of a '‘more convenient 1mplement but from the
, plactlce of selecting the ripest plants, v vluch
the Indian, taught by the harvest of dlffelentz
'plants ripening  successively, extends to the
'oa,theran‘ of a snnple crop. Yet such, some-_

times, are ‘the contradictions which custom has
es’cabhshed tha‘c ‘while the peasant returns
ﬁequently to one field to gather the plants as

kthey ripen,  he suﬁ“els anothe1 to stand long
after the greatest palt of the cmp ‘has p‘lssed :
‘the pomt ‘of maturity. . He JuStlﬁCS his practice,

upon circumstances - which render 1t unfemlble'

‘to’ enter these- fields to select the npe plants
jw1thout damaomo ‘the rest, and upon the in-
- feriority of crops which mix Wlth ripe corn, a

considerable plopomon ‘not - fully matuxed
Thouoh his excuse be not 0‘1oundless, his loss
1is consndelable Dby grain dropping before the

time of halvest in_so greata quantity, that, if the
: ﬁeld 1emams unsown during the followm gyear,it

owill

S (%)

)

will nevertheless aff'md a crop by no me'ms con-
temptxble

The practice of stacking corn, intended to be
reserved for seed, or for a late sale, is very un-
usual. The husk, which covers rice, preserves |
it so perfectly, that, for thls grain, the plactlce
would be supelﬂuous and, the management of
rice serving for the type of then Whole husban-
dry, it is neglected by the peasants in keeping
other corn.~ A careless lee, Whlch waits the
peasant’s . leisure to thrash out his grain, has no’
defence from the 1nclemenc1es of the weather,

~ At his convenience, the cattle tread out the
V,com, or hls- staff thrashes the smaller seeds.
“The graln is Wmnowed in. ‘the wind and.is

stored either. in jars of' unbaked eauth or in
baskets made of twigs or of' 01assT

D4 The

X Instances of tlns are frequent the remarkable resu]t of -
one deqerves to be mentxoned An early mundatxon covered

~a very extensive tract of ground before the ‘rice had " been- -

sown ;- the landlord remitted the rents, but claxmed the sp0n-
taneous, crop and ‘he profitted by the accommodatlon, rea-
lising from this harvest a greater amount than that of the- rents

-which he remxtted although, in addition to the common ex<

penses, he wasat comlderahle cost to watch the crop, and
was probably defr: auded of a large proportion of the harvest,
~..+ The -practice of storing grain in subterraneous hoards,

‘whzch is frequent in Benares and in the western provmce:

‘and
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; - "The want of roads, wh1ch indeed could not- - the simple contrivance of a curvedfcanoe,_syyipgﬁ .
- '5 possrbly be constr ucted to grve access to every e ~ ing from a pole. In other situations, ridges,are
f; field in every season, does not’ leave it in the also formed round the field, both .to sepfrl'ate it
i ‘ ‘option of the farmer to bring home all his har- - from contiguous lands and to regulate the sup-
s . vests by means of cattle ; but the general disuse: @ - plies  of water: this is more especially practised
,{( , “of  beasts of burden, in.circumstances which ‘. in the culture of transplanted rice. . Dams,. ad-
| oo ~ Would pernnt this mode of transport, isamong - 8 ~ vantagedusly - constructed, assist ,the : inrigation
i ~ the facts which show a ‘great disproportion bc— ‘ @ - of considerble tracts. In some provinces, water
: “i , tween the husbandry and populatmn" S B - is raised -from_wells, by cattle or:by hand,: to -
j “f RS s SR 2 AT © supply the deficiencies of rain. . Each of . these . .
if S e Iyrryiga_tion is' less neO'lected' than- facility of - ~ methods, - bemo within their compass, is . the ?
( o tran‘sport In the managemcnt of forced rice, - _‘ : o sepalate vndutakmo of the peasants themselves. -
gi _ dams retain the water on'extensive plains, or v - but more considerable works, thOUOh not less
| . preselve it 1n lakes, to water lower lands, ‘as oc- o necessary, - -are_ mu(,h ‘neglected. . Resexvons ,
’3*? - casion may 1equne. lfor either pulpose much N ponds* ‘water- couxses and dikes T, are. more - :
| 5;?_ skill is. exerted in 1egulat1n0' the supphes of ~ B genelally in a plOOI‘CSS of decay than of im« -
' ;E ) water. In‘ some placcs, ridges suuound the field N o plovement ' ~ _ |
il and retain water raised from lower ground by : : S I j |
i o Loy s G | ' Tne 1otat1on of crops, \Vhlch engages so mud: :
3, and also in the south of India, is not adapted to the damp N K ‘ the attentlon of . enllohtened cultrmtms m :
i i climate and mmst soil of Bengal. Here grain is hoarded abovc . B R L UL IR LI PO SR G ST ‘
‘ _ ground, in round ‘huts, the floor of which i is raised a foot 01 e * In hllly counmes, Iarge ponds, and ey ) »
§ o two from the surface. A L : . ’ ' : easrly formed by comtructmg a dam across the gorge of' <ome -
i *In the ‘Decan, the’ centrrcal paltﬁ Of Whldl are moun- . ’ valley, which has a considerable dechvxty Imtances may be :
i is' : tamous and thinly peopled carts are used to bring home the N e found in the’ hx“y parts of Bengal, Brhar, and Benares, but
i g harvest. .They are built upon a construction 51mllar to that I B - ti‘ey are still more frequent, and ona !arger scale, throurrhout :
! » whrch prevaxl‘; in Ramgerh, and other hﬂly parts of Bengal : - the Dccan * In the flat countrics of Bengdl there is oﬁen a
y ‘E and which is partlcularly well adapted to bad roads and un- - y 'suﬁuent mequahty of ground to amed an opportumty for con-
1‘§ é ' even ground. The form of the carts, used in the flat countries SR R %tluctmg a dam either to mund'xte the lugh(.rﬁ]ands or to - ) ;
il ~ of Bengal and Hmdustan, is, on the contrary, ill suited for ~ form areservoir. for watermg lower ground, - g o
) ’{ ' any but the best roads. L SRR SRS - - : 1~ IVon’cs of plct_y, polz' y, - and ostentation, zrfw mer aays.
| o IR ,the . ‘ : Europe,
|
WS i
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Europe,” and on which principally rcsts the suc~
cess of a well conducted husbandry, is not un-
derstood in India.© A course, extending beyond
the year, has never been dreamt of by a Bengal
faunel, in the succession . of crops within the

. Vear, he is oulded to no choice of an altlcle

adapted to restore the fertility of land, impo-

verished by a former crop. - His attention being

fixed on . white * com, - other . cultivation only
employs the interval: of leisure, which the sea-
sons of wheat and rice allow; excepting, how-
ever, sugar, sﬂk and other valuable plOdU.Ctl()nS,.
to which: even ‘corn 18 secondary .1t would be

super fluous to specify the cllffcrent courses which
-occur, each succeeding year, in'practice; since
“they are not 1eoula’ced by any better considera-

tion ~ than - that of - convenience in . regard : to
time. As little would it tend to any useful

- purpose, to develope the various combinations

of different articles grown together on the same

.~'ﬁeld 01 1n the stubble of a foxrnel halvest or

s6Wn “for a future mop befOLC the precedmo

. harvest be oathered A competent notion may
' be formed of this plac‘uce by supposing : a farmer

eager to obtam ‘the utmost - possible - produce

from his land,” Wltnout any compunctlon for the

1mp0veushment of the 501l ;able to command

~ at any seasom, some altlcle sulted to the tune
and not content to ‘use’ his ﬁcld SO ‘soon as the |

hzu vest

"It ""niziy be - easily jndéed that " this a’\"’ldity
“must disappoint itself; both because the several
articles deprive each: other of-the nouushment
‘which would have afforded "a: more" abundant. :

(43 )

harvest makes 1oom f01 sowmo it afresh but

\antlclpatmo the vacancy, or obtammO‘ a' c10p '
of qulck Vegetatlon dunno the ﬁlst progless of

a slowe1 plant

i ; ".";7»:,{{‘;'

crop of either separately ; and because the land,
being 1mpove119hed makes bad returns for’ the
laboux and the seed. In most situations, the soxl

- exhausted by this method of husbandty, :soon
‘requires time to recruit.. The Indian allows it a

lay, but never gives a tilled fallow.* " This, ‘how-
ever, would" not be 111 Judoed -if the manage-
ment of stock gave:to-the: lay all the beneﬁt

‘which -belongs to th_ls ‘method, and ‘if the in-

efficacy ‘of the Indian plough, which'must:be
pleceded by the spade “did not greatly i mcxease
the expense of openmo land Whlch has remam— -
ed long untllled B R Tt

The a,buse of duno cmployed for fuel 1nstead ,
f being used as a manure, must have concealed
hom the husbandman the benefit of well—ma—

* Pr obab{y on accmmt nf the lzeat zvizz"‘h"ccould éterz'lz'se z'nsiead

of fertilising the s'zl by y ewposzng a grea{er .sw;ﬁc"e Qf zt to tilc .
sun and airy e e AR B R

naged
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 war 'ded for suffer ing the cattle to fertilise all: hié'
ar able lands instead of . restricting the use:of

manure to sugar-cane, mulberry, tobacco, poppy,
and some othel articles, “rvoo e

‘haged stock : else, in his pmctme of pastuung
his cattle.in . the stubble of :the har vest, -and in-
helds of -which the crop has failed, ‘e could not )
" miss noticing the advantage of a well-stocked
farm.  For want of perceiving this benefit, the
cattle, kept: for ‘labour and subsistence, are
mostly pastured - on - small commons, or other -
pasturage: intermixed thh the alable lands, or
they are fed at home on ‘straw _or cut grass; and
the. ca,ttle for. bwedmo"and for the” ‘dairy are
grazed in numerous hel ds ‘on the forests and on
‘the downs. ~Wherever they may be fed, the
dung is car efully collected f01 fuel. ~

Few lands unassxsted are sufﬁcmntl) fert[le to

- aﬂ'md these - prodictions ;  the husbandman hqs

. - therefore yielded to the necessity of manuring

~ his land for them. On the management of it,

little. occurs for particular notice in this place,

“except to mention, that oil-cake is occasmnally

used as a manule for suom—cane, ‘A course of \

expenments Would be .requisite - to ‘ascertain |
whether the - methods, actually. employed, be
better suited to the soil and cliniate, than others

- which might be, or which have been,  suggest- -

ed, after. coznpanno‘ the plactlcc of other coun- =
tries -with the various methods . pu1sued n: dlf-

felent pa1ts of Benoal

\Vhlle cultzvatlon suffels very c0n31dmably by N

~ the trespasses of cattle, th10110h the wilful neg-
e lect of the herdsman," it is a ma.ttel of surprise,
' ‘that enclosures are so. much neolected as we see
_ them in: Bengal. “For a reason aheady mention-
ed, cattle cannot be left at night unattended :
but,  in the present pnctme, buffaloes only are
o pastuled in the night, cows and' oxen "graze
during the d'Ly For these, enclosuxes would
- be valuable and even for buffaloes, ‘they ‘would

Fora: snnﬂar reason,  the consldela,tlon of -
‘othcr pmduce the culture of - whlch is now.ge~ .
neral, such as cotton or mdwo, or which nnoht .
.be ,gene;ally dlffu_sed, as ‘annotto and’ .madder,, _

- may also be deferred.  Enough has | said tc
not be useless *; the fdrmel would be well re- . hlyl.. that husbandre in B g 1s d h,'een; l-ldvt;
: ~ : : ‘ show at husbandry in bengal admit mu

LT R CAEPS SAUUE TS warded I SN ‘} S4° adintts of mue :
*.The old laws of the Hindus gave, redress for the tres- . ' ' man or of the owner, « Unfortunately these laws seem to be b
passes of cattle in enclosed fields; but not in unfenced lands, - : - now .obsolete, , : e ‘

unless the tmmgress.on were wilful on the part of the herds- ' N o ) S o improvement 3

~ man, = :

L

B R A0 PR S N T



(46 )

improvement; or rather.that the art is in -its
infanCy,"‘61' ; hais'-'degenei'ated ‘Husbandry was
the first science cultivated, under one of-the

first countries populated (it should thereforg

'seem eVldent that, at some very remote area,’
'agucultme must _have been well - understood.

Why so useful a science should have ever fallen

s0 much to-decay, is anobject of *decper re-

search than we have selence to under t,;ke

~An. 1onoran'c ‘husbandr Y. “which e\hausts the
land, and neglecta the obv10us means of main-
taining its fertility and of * reaping immediate
ploﬁt from the operations  which - -might restore -
Cit; tude’ nnplements inadequate to the purpose .
;.fm “which they are formed, and requiring much N
supe1ﬂuous labour; th1s again ill-divided; and of -
_course employ ed drsadvantageous]} ; all 1oudly

. call for amendmcn’c L e L

- The snnple tools, whlch the Ind1an emplovs

in every arty are so:coarse, and’ appalently §0
' ':}madequate to- then pur pose, ‘that it creates sur-
- prise how.. ‘e can ever effect his under takm '
but the- long continuance of feeble efforts ac-

comphshes (and mostly Wdl) what, compaled

‘with ‘the means, . appears nnplactlcable' habi-
tuated to obscrve his success, we cannot cease -

to- wonder at the snnphcltv of his pr ocess, when
: cont1 asted
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eontrasted with the mechamsm ‘employed :in
EUIOPB. But it is not necessary that the com--
phcated models of Eulope should be copied in
India. ' A passion- for the contrivances of in-
genulty ‘has there led to the adoption of. in-
tricate machmexy for snnple operations. . The
- economy of labour, in many cases, justifies the
practice, Whethel an effect be produced at a -
“smaller expense, or more be performed at pro-
portionate cost, but with less labour and’ expense--
In Bengal, the great value of money

of time.
and the cheapness of labour . would render it

‘ absuld to propose costly machinery : but there

can be no ObJeCtIOH to simple 1mp10vements

which add little to the price of the implements,”
and fit ‘them to perform, more effectually and

with- less laboul “the. object undertaken. = The
plouoh is among the implements . Whl(‘h stand
most in need of such 1mprovements

The readmess with whlch he can tmn ﬁom

h1s usual occupatlon to another bxanch of the

# The drxll-husbandry is ot unknown in- Indla The
very simple contrivances here used for sowing  the drill, . for
covering the seed,’ and for hoem g the intervals wnh a ploug‘h
drawn by oxen, are worthy of 1emark Bemg practlsed in
remote countrles, almost unvxstted by Europeans, the Indlan
method of drdl-husbandry is probably an original mventlon of

the’ country, and not borrowed from the European prachce, )

which has never yet been mtroduced mto any part of Indla
‘same

|
e
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‘same art or to a new pmfessmn, is chala.cteus-
- tic of the Indian.
efforts, : in a novel employment is, dzuly 1ema1k-

ed with surprise. It is' not so much a proof of

The success of hxs ealhest

ingenuity and ready conccptxon as the effect

' of patient imitation, assiting a versatile hab1t

which is necessanly acquized where the division
o{' labour i is unpel fect; and though its pelfonn-

~ance may surpass expectation, it must ever fall
sh01t of the e\pedltlous and ﬁmshed pelfonn- .
~ ances of the. expert mechamc, whose skill “is
 formed’ by constant pnctlcc in a more cncum—

sc11bed occupatlon ST

o
e

'T he want 'of Capital' in manufactures and ag-

ucultule plcvents the d1v131011 of labour. Evely

every artist, wmkmo for his own
account ‘conducts the whole process of lns art,

" from the formation of his tools to the sale of .
“his ploductlon
-to anticipate its demand, he can only follow ‘his
‘regular occupation, as 1mmedmtcly called to it
by the wants of his- neighbours.

vals, he must apply to some othel employment ‘

U nable to wait, the market or

which is in- present request: and the labours of
aoucultme, ever wanted, are thc oenelal re-

source, The mechamc ﬁndmo hlmself as fully

competent as. ‘the constant cultlvatm to the
. management of .common husbandly, is not dIS-
counocd ﬁom undcxtal\.mo 1t at his- own risk.
' N - . Every

N ‘,_1

In the 1nte1- :

T TN,

Tess precanous and ‘more affluent:
\the greatest. part of 'the profit might vest with -
the owners of the money adventured. - Tn agric-

L)

&Every Tabourer, evely artisan, who " has’ frequent,

| [occaswn to'recur to the labours' of the field, Dbe:
‘comes-a " h' sbandman,

; ‘Such farmels are’ il
quahﬁed to' plan or to ¢onduct a well ‘]udO‘ed[

course of hu‘sbandry, and are 1dly employecl to

the great waste of useful - tinie, in cairying to
malket the paltly ploduce of their petty falms. B

If Benﬁ'al had a capital in’ the hands of . enter-
o ‘pl ising and mtclhoent p10p11et01s, -who employ- ;
f_'_ed it in agu(‘ulture manufactmes, and internal -
commexce, these arts would: be\mlproved and, . -
* with'more and-better productions from the same

Iabour - the 31tuat10n of the labourels Would be .
although L

cultire’ par tlcularly, which: is the ba31s of. the ~

A prospenty of & countty, the want of pecumary e
) fands is a bar to all Improvement - Wlnle, on
the contlaly the employment of money n . .

griculture would - 1ntloduce large fauns, 'Aand

;ﬁom these: Would flow every 1mp10vement that
is wanted'in husbandry ; and’ such impt ovements
"must natulally extend - ﬁom ‘ag mcultme into’
every branch' of arts and commerce.
~capital and enterprlsc, 1mplovement c¢an .mever

Wlthout

be obtained. Precept will ‘never inculcate. a

- better husbandly on the humble unenhghten—
. ¢4 peasant,

It could nat Wlthout example,
" universally .

"Qs‘;‘ga‘::x)fj?p.-* T
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tunwersally persuade a. wealtlner and better it
~ formed -class. Posmve mstltutlons Would be of _
~as httle avail. - The legislator cannot direct the -
' Judgement of his subJects, his busmess is only
to be careful, lest - his - redulatxons dlsturb them'

.in the puls’uit of their true interests.

In BenOdl Where the revenue of the state has

fhad the form of land-rent, . the management of '
~the. pubhc ﬁnances ha.s a more immediate . in~-- -
ﬂuence on aguculture than any other part of

~.the admmlstratron The system, . thch has
“been: ddopted of. Wlthdlawmg ﬁom direct in-
terference with the occupants, . and leavmg them

“to rent their fields from landlords, will contri-

bute to correct the abuses and evils -which had
formerly 1endered the . situation . of . the culti-
~-vator .pr ecarious.
duced its full . eﬁ'ect there is still occasion ;to

- Teview the system of ﬁnances undel awhich
abuses had grown, . and ‘had placed the occur

pant in a precarious situation, as tr uly dlscom ag-
ing to agucuxtme as- any cncumstance yet

notlced for, . without ‘an asceltzuned 1nte1est.
in the 1and for a sufficient . term of . yeals, ne
~ ‘person. can have an inducement to . venture his -

caplta.l in husbandry

But ot havmg yet  pro-

, ( .51 )

“‘Tenm*es qf Occu])cmts. - Pro])erz‘g/ in the SozZ

" ‘Rents and Duties. — Tenures of frce Lands,

“an dqf Land.s Zzable for Revenue. R

‘:IN exammmO' thls SUbJCCt We shall begm Wlth
. .the ﬁrst occupant R e '

A neW settler becomes aralat 1f he lents land

i\hut, if he ass1st in husbandly as ‘a labouler
only, he belonos to another class of cultlvators ;o
Tm Taiat, though properly 1ntend1no a
subject in genelal is here Testricted to mean' '
- one Who contributes du ectly to the revenue of L
the state, whether as a tenant of  land paymg -
rent 01 as a txader or artlﬁcer p;ymcr taxes. .

fm the '

, The new settler "may occupy the Whole, ora.
‘ .palt of the land abandoned or deserted by hIS o

pledecessor, or of ‘that-which has’ been sur-
rendexed or_resigned by the former occupant ;

- or he may obta,m frround Wthll has lain fallow' S
g E2 e one' ‘

e

e, e
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one or more years. If it have Tain for a petiod
of three or more years, accordmg as custom

“may hnve determined, it becomes Waste or

forest, land: and from this, a proo'ress of years,
regulated by usage or by local circumstances,
restores 1t to the first class of- arabIe.

P The ‘raiat, unless contented to- be taxed by
o the custem of 'the country, and to expose him-

that custom, must take out a putta, or Iease
executmO' at the same tnne a ”counterpzutr 3

thls latte1 may be f01 a specxﬁe quantlty of
gram, or for an adjustnlent e1the1 by an actual -

partlhon of’ the cmp or by estlmatlon. ’ The

T he otﬁel tenm e, wfucﬁ requlre 'an adjustmentf ,

subsequent to cultlva,tlon ‘may be reg ulated by

fixed rates or. by asceltamed rules But Jn

some mstances, no ﬁxed standald nor certam
- 1ules are dlsememble. L '

Undez the ﬁ1st sort of tenures for payment m‘
kznd the 1a1at is held f)y engagement or by Cus-
- tom,’

(53)

tom, to render a cet tam nght or measure. ut

'mzun for the '1ent of hIS farm, which is ascers
' tained by its dnnenswns or by its bounds.” In the

second, the crop is divided When ovathexed “The
usml rate of dlstnbutlon is half the produce,

- othex ;ates also are known, but are more usual in
_ the third tenure.- Whatever be the p10p01t10n it
is mostly nominal ; for deductlons are made from

the szs crop befoze the Part;tlon, 01 ﬁom thc

A 'assmned shares afte; 1t and these deductxons
" arise ﬁom alblt;azy lmpost o |
gfor payment in kind is by estlmatlon of the cr op

fT he thnd tenule

Tlns s pe1f01med by measuuntr the ﬁeld estl-,

_-matmO‘ its ploduce by mspectlon or. by smalll :
:tnals calculatmo the shzues accmdmo' to the

estabhshed 1ule of par tlthIl, and. vaIumoV thek'

kldndlcnd’ p(ntmn at the malket-pnce. that

yalue the tenant pays in cash. It is usugl to

allew hlm some mduloence by a favomable

;measuaement and a - modelate evalua,tmn for

, ‘{wlneh 1ea,sen he plefels this tenule {0 an actual = :
partition, a,nd the’ landlord  is" equally desuous‘." ‘

of avo,tdlno it, because it is very liable to ﬁdlld‘

-~‘and unpn&tion In tlae aule for leldmg the ~

.'x"

. *. Te avoxd carcumlocuhon and obscurxty, we speak of the

Or a Iand—holder But strlctly speakmg, hls payment hereto.

fore Wwas ‘a coutrlbutlon to the state, levwd by oﬁicers stand. : -
ing betwecu the raiat and gevemment. o o

'

E3 . aop,
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‘cr0p, whether under spec1a1 enga ements or by
custom, thl'ee proportlons ale known. PR

A ;

Half f01 the landlmd —--Half for the tenant
. One-thrrd ditto, ""fTWO-thlldS ditto,
. Turofﬁfths‘* ditto,“ " .A-_Thi-ee-ﬁfths‘ ditto.

These rates, and others less common, are all '

' subJect to taxes and deductlons srmllar to those
of other tenules and in consequence another
_‘proportron, encrrafted on’ equal partltlon, has in -
~ some places been fixed by govelnment in heu, :
: of ‘all taxes, such for example, as - nine-six-
_teenths for the’ landlmd and seven—sinteenths

f01 the husbandman.

Under tlns tenure, the peasant ouOht not to.
‘Teap hrs crop without express permission * from ;
his superior; -but, ‘should the landlord : delay to :
“attend for the partmon or estimation, the ‘har- -
vest might thereby suffer. ~ For this reason, or .
to “defraud “ his landlord the raiat- sometrmes:% -
: puvately gathels the cwp On these occaswnsf%
it becomes | necessary to measure the ﬁelds, and :

“to- estimate " the ploduce which has been em-
bezzled accordrno ‘to_the: presumed fer t111ty of

» the s01l compared Wlth other lands in the -
nerohbourhood If the usual evaluatlon of d1f~’

e A fee for thxs permxssxon was formerly levxed
' ferent

80 folth ' All these v

(55 )

ferent altrcles of produce wele 1educcd toa

. ta.ble of rates, and the value in kmd were turned
_mto money, by a 1efe1 ence to the : a\ erage-puces ;

of common seasons, it would acqune the same
fonn Wlth the tenuxe fora rent to be ascextalned
subsequenﬂy to cult1vat10n accordmO‘ to ‘fixed
rates; and such 1s the probable ‘origin of that "

tenure, Whlch may be cons1de1ed asa’ I)'L) mentg'
v ;m kmd commuted fOl a modus. ~

The 1ates ouoht to be umform as far as cir
' ,cumstances penmt “and the 1ents of all tenants :

~ within ‘the : same wllaoe o dlstuct should be
e 1eoulated by one’ tablc " As the quahty of the"

soﬂ howevel cannot be umf01 m, the rates. vary :

: not only accordmtr to the altrcles of produce

and’ number of - uops oatheled oﬁ' the ‘same

“‘ﬁeld Wxthxn the )eal ‘but accouhno to the sod :

and 51tuat10n such as sandy, exposed to 1nun~ﬁ :
dation ‘or ‘to - drouOht annually ovelﬂowed

3 ad;onnno to or 1cmote ﬁom ‘the Vﬂldoe and,ff', ’,
. tlons Whethcr by the

produce or soﬂ constltute thc rates' Vhlch com- »

. "pose the-table. Otne1 dn ersites are’ admltted_ :

.. for the sub—dlvxslons of dlstucts and of vxllagcs o
“But, ‘in some placcs ‘there is no Variation ac-

o COIdmO to soil and pxoduce on the- contmy,' .

one. umfoml rate is apphed to the Whole land

‘ 'Whlch is OCCUPlCd by the same tenant A putta

po 4 : for
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foran. acl;ustment after cultlx'&tlon by a general
‘table need not spec1fy the rates. It need only
- contain the tmm of the lease the reser Vatlon of

' estabhshed taxes the measule to be used f01
' the lzmd, an obh atlon to. pay all adchtlona,l
- cesses Whlch shall be umversally unposed and

the peuods of payment The term, spec1ﬁed in

a lease. of thls nature, is commonly the year
" for Whlch 1t is' 0qamted A raiat has neverthe-
.less a title of occupancy, in rwht of W‘hlcll he -

may 1eta1n hls land, so lono as he contmue to
pay the 1ent in. confoumty \Vl'cll the custom of
the country, or with his own par tlcular engao e~

| ment Of thlS, moxe hmeaftel. Ry

-
: .

The sum of the 1ates apphed to the meqsu1e~
'ment constltutes the ouolnal 1ent in contra—
v dlstmctlon to adchtlonal taxes a1b1t1a11ly ims

posed or. requued f01 spec1al pUIpOses. . They
eommonly fall under several heads;. namely,

taxes in genexal chaloes 1mposts, contribur
tlons and. vauous fees unde1 their par t1cu1ar de~
_nommatlons. - AII estabhshed cesses ouoht to‘
,be blOuOht ona. table showmo' the amount of ;
: the ta\ea and then plopomon to the. oumnal ;
‘s.__lent But notw1thstanclmo the ex1stence of a_
' ktable so constlucted a 1ese1vat10n 1n tlns and

other tenules for- new but umvelsal cesses, and
- the p1a.ctlce of levymO' them even Wlthout such

an

(57 )

'a,n express Solpul'tthn did fo1me11y 1ende1 the
- situation  of the tenants ‘precarious. “ It httle

,avalled that the genexal consent Of the 1a1ats :
was deexped neeessazy to the nnposmon of any

) ta\ unauthoused by govemment ;.a few leadmg

rajats, gained by indulgences, easﬂy led the
multltude. :

St

The measurement 1s made by abloha* Wlncla ‘

ontams twenty blswas Itisa square measurg.

on a sxde of t\venty cat’has, ‘but this - Va,mes"f :
: fxom thlee and a'half to nine cublts.,,v A pole of

the restabhshed leno th 0110111: to, be deposned ia

‘the - public oﬁice of the district, sealed at both

e\tlemltles w1th the official séal’ of the pro-
vmee, zmd
with a pole of that length, or with a rope equal

~ to twenty such poles. In e1’c11e1 mode the |
fenant has been commo,nly deﬁauded by. keep-» |
“ing the mxddle of the pole elevated or by with-
fholclmo a paLt of the 1ope o gleat ‘has been .
the . customary . fraud, - th'tt Taiats | have - been "

known to consent o the doubhno of theu ;ates,
upon a stlpulatlon f01 a fan measulement. e

- )

The pcriods of paym'ent are seldom’speciﬁecl

tl}ey are 1eoulated by usage 01ounded on_ the -

% Other denommahons of l’md—measure are know n in somc\
dzstx icts, But the bj gha is by f;xr the most prevalent :
estnndted

~the measulement should be made'
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_ vrduals may not have been S0 1educed
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stlmated ‘value of the ‘crops produced in dif-’
ferent seasons, and the demand 1 is made in’ the
customaly propornons But if mstalments be

specified, " it is- done by a refelehce to & separate
engagement delivered W1th tbe counte1 part of

A tbe lease. ;

The tenures d1d not umversally conform W1th

the table of rates. Indulcrence was granted to 5

‘such as’ by rank - or religion were plecluded ‘
from pelsonal ]abour '~ The reduced rates allow- -
-ed to them ought to be specrfied ln the- lease,

and ‘where ‘the. reductlon has: by abuse become
almost umversal every lease to’ raiats must in
like mannet spec1fy the rates of ‘each persom;,
even though the taxes,” payable by some 111d1-

The srmplest tenure of thls klnd requnes an "

annual a,ClJuS'[lnCnt upon tbe actual cultlvatron.
Butin many places the lauat is- bound to make

oood the same amount as 1n the plCCCdan‘ year,
‘and to pay the excess, if’ any " This becomes a -

different tenure; ‘and the stlpulatmn qught to be
e\{pressed in the lease. A reduction of rates,

obtained qQn a’ plomlse of increasing the total a-
‘niount. of the rent, has unnecessarily given name
“to.a; paltlculal tenure, - of - which' any . far ther
mentmn Would be hClC supelﬂuous _ Some E

tenante

A ment the sepalate “account of ‘each” tenant be—

| general survey,

| .(,: 59 )

tenants hwe been mdulo ed’ Wlth leascs for :m

'mdeﬁm'fe term, and for an unlnmted quantity of .

land at the est'lbhshed rates.” These, commonly,
afe not hable to new taxes nnposed by genelal o
consent,” and theu leases contaxn a c]ause to-
that effect o :

Out of the adJustment afte1 cultwwtlon has
al 1sen anothex form After makmo the measure- -

comes a Tecord: and the annual measmemi :
ﬁequently onntted in- conslderatxon of a” com-
plomlse, or it is par tlally e\ecutecl by measuring

the new. cultrvatlon, and adhennO‘ to the 1ecmd

“ f01 the arable land of the Pr ecedmor year.’ Upon 3

this is founded the tenure on’ ‘the record of ‘a
"Wlnch becomes the rule by
“which the. occupant is to pav ent, until a new ’

‘ measurement be undertaken to equahse or ‘cor=
N rect the assessment - ‘ GO R

Amono tenures, We have not mentxoncd that.

Cof paying “for the numbel of plouOlls employ-

ed, * instead of the quantxty ‘of land occupred

: 1t 1s obsolete m Bcno(d but 1s the 0110111 of d.

¥, It stnll subsrsts in countnes bordermg on Bengal both to B
the northward and to the southward of the British dominions. .
Four oxen are eommonly allowed to one plough, and a regu-

i ted tax is levxed on i = ‘
’ . tenul e

e
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tenure which. is_known in the northern de«
pendencxes of thlS p;ox mce, a,nd whlch has be»
‘come vague and precarjous. The lnmts of the

farm are ascer talned but wrthout k3 suwey of

' the quantrty of land The tenant occupres itin
the season of cultwatron and adJLIStS the rent
when the crop is on the ground; but, if the

landlord and - fenant ccmnot agree on- equltdl)le ~

~ teuns, 1eference cannot now be had to any cer-

tain mle The fann .IS tlansferred to the hxo‘hest '

I)ldder, and ’che dlspossessed farmer recerves the
- reunbuxsement of hlS expenses, -

| .. None of‘ the vtenures of Benoal zue secure ex-
: ccpt those by whu,h the 1ent of an %scelfallled
farm, or field, or ofa speaﬁed quantrty of land,

is ﬁxed by a lease oranted pl€V10us to’ cultwa- -
tion, for a deﬁmte term, or for pelpetmty, ’

_ whethel the permanency of it be e\plessly sti-
pulated or the lease ‘be ﬁamed a5 Is not un-a
Common for an mdeﬁmte perlod :

In the othel tenures, great conf'usron hd& :
arrsen. Measurements lon@ ornltted W1thout a
rule of 1ec01d substltuted in then plaee and
foxmer surveys fowotten or theu rates * become -

I

obsolete

# The 4£andaxd for the rcgulatxon of rates has been Iost,
\Ve Iearn fronr Mr, James Grant, in his observations on the

rcvenues

TR T

Fevenues of Bengﬁ that the' assessment was lxmrted not to

' s!xth patt of the clear annual mcrease of trees, &c. Hmdu‘

‘ sesSor ‘In’ thls laet case, the pnor occupant may redematid’ e

- uhtrlled durmg one year f he was also reqlm*ed to pay an equal

' tiat fornier monarchs of I—Imdustan exacted the sixth part of .

o)
o’osole’ce leave 110 cel tain rtﬂe for adj Justmg the

tents Endeavours are used to obtam fmm the
‘ R ' t’enanﬁ

exceed iii the whole a fourth part of the actual gross produce
‘of the soil. - The antient method of estimating the resources
from the produce is explamed in the Ayeen Akbery, Vol. L.
page 381 ; see’ alqo Vol II pao'e 9. In earl) txmes, ;he de»
mands of the Hindu sovcrergm were more moderate The
Mahabhara{a states, that the prince’ may levy & fiftieth’ of the
produce of mines; anda tenth of the cortk. “Menu and other Jes -
gxslators authonse the :overelgn to’ e\act a srxth, an elghth, of .-
a. twelith part of gram, accordmg to crrcumslances, and a '

thnrs dlstmgmeh the cuitﬂrator occupymg the larfd iy hrs
QWn nght or cultrvatmg ground belonging to another person, :
-who s become unable’ to till it, ‘or v&ho\has expatrrated ‘of
wﬁo has removed to oihex‘ land ﬁ‘om the husbandman, ,who
ehters on thie’ farm: wzthout permlssron from the former pos
ihe 1dhd; and may ha‘ve the’ f)roduee,‘ "epaymg to the husband-
man liis expcnses or he shall have an exghth annually, f'or
élght yeare, and at the expxratxoﬁ of “that period lie may 1 re-
" same the land' w:thout repa_y mg the: charges. The peasant is
to pay the ame to th’e prmCe as to the f’or‘mer occ,'upaht
Other authonties drrect that the husbandman shall pay to the'
former possessor & tenth of the produce of Iands ‘which werd
waste, and had" beedso five year*; : an eight,” for suchias
‘had lain three years s and asisth, if the ground had remained

amount to the qoverergn. Tle institates of Akber itiforini us,

the produce of lands. (Ayeen Akbery; Wol. . page- ELIAR
B R ‘Under -

\
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.tenant an undertaknw for the current year but,
having to dispute arbitrary imposts, he seldom

;comphes "The landlord, estlmatmg the amount
of his own wants, distributes it at pleasule omn

“his’ ‘tenants, and. endeavours to levy this assess-

«ment. In-the confusion of disputed demands
-no documentsare interchanged; theé tenant re-
fuses to accept a feceipt 1 because stoppages have
‘heen made, Wthh he does ot acknowledo'e to
-be Just;: the ‘landlmd refuses _to grant a release;
- ever .claiming. more -than ‘he has zeahsed The
‘ confuswn increases whlle the sole obJect of one -

zpax ty is to extort, and of the other to \Vlthhold
.as much as poss1ble. IIence arose that scene of' -

. Under Akher, the revenne was settled at a thn‘d of the pro-

duce of Iands cultrvated for everv harvest or. opened after

fallowmg a short 1ay, in order that the soxl mnght recover m

- strength ; but for older fallows, much Tess was reqmred For"
example, 1f the Iand had been untdled durmg three or four ’
years and was greatly 1nJmed the payment in the ﬁrst year '

was two-ﬁfths of the standard or two~ﬁfteenths of the pro-

‘duce ; in the second year, three ﬁﬂhs of the standard, m the

third and fourth yeats, four-ﬁfths 5 and, in the ﬁfth  year, the

_same rate as for land regularly cnltrvated The rent of grou‘nd ’

vshxch had been waste, .was in the ﬂrst and second years -in-
5 scons:derable, in, the thxrd year, a sxxth of the produce"n -

- the fourth year, a quarter of it; and, after that period, - the .
_ .same_ as for the land whxch had been regularly cultxvated

A These rates were '1pphcable to corn only Indxgo, poppy, &zc.

- were paxd for in ready money, at proportionate rates, Vlde ‘

Ayeen Akbery, Vol I pages 356, . 361, and 364-.
violence,

‘violence;: Whlch long (hsglaced Benoal ~under
.'the n,atne admmlstmtlon Whlle the peasant
was htelaﬂy subJect to the lash of the extor-

o ’W eakness Wﬂl eve1 oppose cunmncr - to. vio~
1 This I‘CSOUICC has been very successtul
i in the hands of the peasantxy of Bengal. When
the power of coercion was taken from the land
.}ord ‘the tenants. had no futule 0ppl€SSlon o
;applehend ﬁom the vague tenures by Wlnch |
 they held; but they were “not W1Lhng to re-
linquish the future gain Whlch they expected to
. obtain by such frauds as those vague tenures
mlght enable ‘them to plactlse A% hen the.
. hands of the lctndlmd were again stlengthened
he 1eve1ted to the pract1ce ot eextortion. . It is
fxom these cmses .that httle pIOgICSS has been.
hlthe1t0 made in the ad_]ustment of rents_on N
“definite_terms, and a long peuod may- yet elapse |
| befme they acqune 1egula11ty

Bes1des the vamety of tenures whlch We have
' notleed a dlﬂexence anses from othex circum-

a dtstant v1lho ge, cannot. be placed on the same
footmO' Wlth one Who uses land in the v1llage
Whe1em he 1es1des. Indulcrence in regard to

(68)

J

A tenant who cultlvates the lands of

his.
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hls 1ent 15 alIoWed fotr the pulpose of entxcmd“

,

remofe “cultivation makcs it necessm y that he
should be at liberty to 1ehnqu1sh at any time thé
land which he uses; and, consequently, hls own

“contmuance bemg plecauous, ‘e cannot have
a title of occupancy, which ‘sliall p‘fedude the /

Iandond ﬁbm tr msferuno the f'alm to a lesxdent
husbandman desuous of' undel takmd 113 Anothei

,dlstlnctlon arises from' the p1act1ce of tenarits

undel-lettmd’ then lainds to other peasants. T hls

class of mlddle nﬁen is numcmus. Some a1e :

authoused by the natule of their tel"u'r‘e, whele

fthe rent and limits of the faun are ﬁ\ed and
, ascelfamed othels ‘have an expless permlssmn
mserted in theu lease‘ most have 1o J11st1ﬁca~'
© tion for thls p1act1ce, Whlch has gr own up by -

dbuse, and Whlch is highly detumental The

undel-tenants, deplessed b) an excesswe rent in |

: the dxstaﬁt cultlvator, and the 11100nvenlence of

kind, and by dsurious’ returns for the cattle,

“seed, and ‘subsistence, advanced to’ them, can
'never extricate. themselves ﬁom debt.” In so
‘abject a state they c'mnot labour ‘with Spmt, :
- while " they ‘earn’a - scanty subs1stence without
“hope’ of betteuncr their situation, Whelever
the system of an mtermedlate tenantry subsists, "
. the peasant is mdlgent the husbandry 111 '
anaged, - R S
N . /; Such

' Vex nment. ;

(65 )
Such were fmmerly the punmpal knowr. te-s

nmcs of raiats; but of whom did . they hold?
T hlS questxon has been much aoltated

In the unqulet tlmes, '\Vhlch preceded the
Companys acquisition of the Dlwam a1b1t1ary

~power 1espected neither plescnptlve rights nor.
_established usages. T he management, first adopt~

ed under the B11t1sh authouty had 1no tendency

~ to restore or der; and ‘when the selvants of the
" Company undertook to conduct the detail of in-

~ ternal admnustlatlon, they found the Whole '
| system embal rassed and confused

All\lOllS to _secure f01 theu employ 1 a1l the
avallable 1esou1ces of thelr new acquxsltmns but

w1thout mtendlno‘ a wrong to md1v1duals, they, .

enteled on mqumes thh laudable diligence ;
but it was not xewaxded Wxth adequate success
m umavelhng the mtucames of the revenue by

‘ascertaining local usages, nor in. tlacmg, by
a reference to its mstxtutes, ’che system of' ad-

mmlstmtlon estabhshed undel the Mowhul go-a

F hese mqumes wete suggested by a questlon i ’
whlch was early star ted “ Of what nature was -

the landcd property of Bengalf to whom did
it belong 7 and what where the puwle(res which

o appertamed,
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appe1 tamed to other classes ¥ Various opinjons

were entertamed on these pomts + Some at-

tributed to " ‘the " sovelelon the Jordship of* ‘the

soil ; but 1estncted this plopelty by admlttmg,'

,tha.t the peasant1 v, as holding immediately of
the punce ‘had a pe1 manent interest in the land
by immemotialusage. Othexs thought,* that
the zemmdaxs enJoyed apr opnetaly right in the

soil “of an” heredltaly nature,’ ‘and they ‘on-

f51deled the peasantly as: havmcr 1o positive
‘ clalm to 1eta1n ‘the “land," aoamst the will and

' -applobatxon of the 1mmed1ate superior. - - Many R

could pelcewe no such 110ht vested in any but

the peasant who occupies the soil; they held

him ' to be’ the natural plopuetor of the land,

}et bound to contrlbute to. the support of the‘

In ong pomt of v1eW the zemmdars as de- -

scendants of antient mdependent rajas, or as the

successms of' thelr descendanbs, seemed to have :
‘béen’ trlbutauy punces ' In"another light,” they ,

.'appeared to -be - only’ ‘officers of ° government.
‘Perhaps  their real character pa1took of' both;
‘and they mloht not inaptly, have. been com-
paxed to kings nommated by the Roman’ ‘repub-

hc to adm1mstc1 conqueled kmO‘doms.» 'Ihls ;

R § See Rous on the landed property of Bengal
‘ however,

(67 )

however, must- obV1ously be restrlcted to rajas

- who ; possessed great. zemindars. -..' Numerous

laridholders, ‘subordinate - to these, - as™ well ‘as
others independent of ' them, cannot evxdently
be tlaced to a similar origin,

' »‘In" ek'nrﬁini’rio' this . questiOn; it was: pre-sup-
posed, that a property in the soil, similar to that
which is vested, of right or by fiction, in the
sovereign, or in'some. class' of his- subjects, .-

thl‘OlthOut evely state of Europe, must vest in -

some’ class - of : the " mhabltants of: Hmdustan
either. sovereign or subject. - If it were “denied
to the zerhindar, (a denomination ‘which readlly ?

“suggested the term of landholder- for its equi- -
‘valent,) the sovereign has- -been thought " the

only member of .the state to  whom that plo- B
perty: could be - attributed. - Beeldes the .pre- . -

sumpt;on arlsmg from the ]1te1 alinter pretation of -
the name, the hereditary succession of zemindars .

pointed out these for thé real plopnetors. and
although the succession: did 1ot follow the rules
of inheritance established by law for landed ; pro-
perty, and admitted in practice for real estates of

‘which the revenue had been granted ‘away by

government; and although the helechtzuy suc-

- cession to o{ﬁces of account* was as 1egular and B

* Can'ungo‘s.
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as familiar. as it was' to zemindaris;:the advo-

“cates. for the rights of - zemmclam decmed the

argument conclusive, . or appealed to humamty
in support of it.- For, perceiving no competitor
but the sovelclgn for the IQ_ldb'hlp of . the soil,
it escaped their observation that the rights of

- more numerous classes might be. involved in the
_question, and that the appeal to humamty nnoht '

well- be 1etorted e erea

1

BRSS ~,‘ .
1

These and othel 'Lrouments were. assxsted by
consl(lelatxons of e\pedlency, which decided the
question, - and accordingly the zemindars are-

- NOW__ ‘acknowledged as proprietors of the soil.
~ Yet it has been admlt’ced by a very high au-

thouty, that antiently the sovereign was the

- superior. of - the soil ; that the zemmdals were

officers: of - 1evenue “justice, - ‘and police; that

their office was frequently, but not necessarily,

hexechtaly, that the cultlvator of .the soil, at-

tached :to his. possessmn with theught to cul-
tivate: 1t Was sxleect to payments varying ac..

'c01d1no~ to - paxtxculdr ‘agreements - and : local.

customs ; tha,t .in general, he continued on the ,

spot, but that the revenue to be paid- by ] hlm

to the state was to be detelmmed by the zemin~
dals *; that the raiat cer talnly had a tltle by oc-

# Vxew of Dlans, &c.

> . cupancy/

 tions for the support of the state. T 0 assess and,

‘ties of the state, was the business of the zemin-
- dar, as a permanent, if not as an heledltarv,

. lesponds neally with our own ‘opinion, it is the

‘ fto zemmdaxs ‘no more can have been intended
than to dlselalm all pletensmns on the palt of

abridge or annul the . rights and privileges of
" other classes. .. But,. _under the aclxnowledoment. :

of it, . qccasion

" * IIc ozwht never, t/tcn, to haze had an znterest in tize tlccm(m, o

(69 )
cupancv in 110'ht of which he might retain the

land, without 1efelence to-the will and appro-
bation " of a superior; but subject to contribu-

collect those contributions, regulated as they’
were by local customs or particular agleements,
but varying at the same time with the necessi- -

0ﬂ1(€1’~ ‘Tor the due. e‘;ecutlon of his charoe, o
he “was cheeked by permanent and heledxtary .
offices of record and account. As thls cor-

less necessuy to offex ‘argument and’ pxoof in
suppoxt of the senuments w}nch ‘we enter tamT

In 1ecoomsm<r a plopuet‘uy rlght belongmg '

the sovereign to a property in the soil, ot to

'must ﬁequently recur: fox the

w]zzch uas, nothtkstandmg, unzver.mlly tlze case.
"+ The compller ofa new ngesl of Hmdu law has exammed »

 the’ questlon of a property in the soil.’ His dnssertatlon on this
. .subject is curzous but - fancxful See the translatxon of the
ngest Vol. II. page 62. :

S - F3 '1)'attieulai'
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: 1ndefea51ble 110ht of possess1on. ’

served for separate consu;leratmn. G
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partlcular vmdlcatxon of evely pnvelege wlneh
‘seems: t0_clash with the ‘property so acknow—

‘.ledged to be- Vested in® zemindars. . The suc~

cession - of ‘occupants will - gradually- afford to

a.the zemindars, as land-holders,- the oppmtunrty
] of limiting the tenules, leasehold farmers will
“succéed to privileged occupants and the rights

of other classes will be likewise abridged. - Per-
haps the cer talnty of stlpulated rent may neveh
theless be a full compensatlon for the loss ot an

N

S he rent or revenue, 1eoulated by the tenures

; Wh1eh We ‘have" descubed “was ‘not sulﬁ01ently

certaln ‘and ""does - not include all the direct
payments requned ﬁom the 1alats. “'The in-

:trlcacy “of multlphed demands- seems ‘to have
been stud1ously preserved: by’ the natlves, be-

cause it facilitated frauds and exactions: M any

-collectlons of the nature of land-rents were

ranked amonO" the - saye1 or- mtelnal clutles*

' estabhshecl fees and customar va presents, ‘as well
as occasmnal contubutlons, ‘were not blought-

on the register of . the revenue, -and: stoppages

) . WeTe made for speelal purposes. None of these
'dld strletly speakm form a part of the land‘

revenue; and they have been, thexefo:e re—

. The sayer, of the nature of land-lent con-.
slsts of ground- 1ent fox the s1te of, houses and
gardens, 1evenue dr awn ﬁom ﬁult-tlees, pas-
tures, and math and rent of ﬁshemes. .Other
articles of sayer, ollected thhm the wllaoe,
have , been abohshed, 5 sueh  for. example, as
n1a1ket—tolls and .. personal ta\es. .. 'The fees
alluded to ‘were the -perquisites ;| of petwans,
~mendils, canunoos zemmdals and other OfﬁCGIS,
customawpxesents, some of \Vthll lesembled

fines on the renewal of leases, were: also pay--

able to the officers of the revenue. - Oecasxonal
as. well ‘as. estal“hshed contnbutmnS were. ; Te-
quned for. WOlks of oeneral utlhty,. sueh .as
dams, dll{(S, 1ese1V01rs . and , ,bridges. Stop-
pdoes were mostly made f01 chautable uses,
canunoos, 'md othel ofﬁcexs, oceasxonally for
pubhe works. ‘

Glound 1ents Wele not usually lev1ed from
raiats . enoao'ed in hushandly '
‘an. e\emptlon f01 their  houses, ancl 1n some

places for, theu gmdens and mchalds but thls‘ :

immunity lasted .no lonoer than whlle they
maintained . their. tlllaoe and, if they ehanoed
then' place of - abode, they could not 1emove

_their huts without paying the value or an estab-.

hshed modus. In some dIstucts howevel, ‘the
SRR Fa cultlvatnm
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cultwatmg ralats chd ‘pay gxound—lent and it
was for the most part brought upon the record
of the. landmrevenue. Generally speaking g ground-

rent was- pald by such- residents, as ‘were not -
engaged in husbandry, for. the land which they .
occupied in’ their manufacturers, as well as for .

their houses. - It was not usually regulated by
the quantlty of oround -which theyqpossessed

but was pzoportloned to the means of - different -

descnp’aons of" tladels and artisans, Brahlnens"
~ and persons of‘ rank commonly enjoyed an jm~

mumty Some also were exempted on account

of .poverty ; others * because they gave Wlthout
reward a portion of their labour for the benefit
of the public; or. for the service of then S~

periors, - In- ‘many places,” traders and ar tisans
paid no direct ground—rent bemO' sufﬁcxently‘

assessed W1th other taxes.

The revenue of ﬁmt—trees is pzud elthel in

- kind- by a share of the pxoduce, or.in- ‘cash
' upon a numemtlon of the trees. In some in-

stances, it is brought on ‘the ICCOI'd of the land-
revenue, “In several districts, t.he h_usbavndmven

" * For e\ample,, potters who were bmmd to supply tra-

vellers gratis, ' Add to this, the unpaxd labour of ‘many classes

for theu zemmdars beneﬁt and- fqr that of otber pubhc ‘

pﬁjccrs. T ;
' en’joy

(713

_ enjoy - the benefit of a common pasture; in
‘others, : they hire reserved mea,dows, mostly,
“they pay for pasturaoe in the form of -a tax im-

posed upon individuals, or regulated by the

“number. of “cattle. mamtamed by each pelson._'
The revenue of math: may be ‘regulated in the

same manner ’\Vlth pastmaoe or the oqass-lands

-may be reserved, and the grass ‘may be cut and
sold for the land-holder’s . benefit. . The revenue -
of pisearies is obtained . by occasmnaﬁy drawing.

the fishery on the . land-holders acconnt, after,

~which any: pelson may ﬁsh as a gleaner;  or
ﬁshelmen are licensed for fixed sums, or fora
proportion of the produce, regulated by Tates or

by express ‘agreements. - In genelal piscaries, as B
well as 1ese1ved pastuxes and O'rass-lands Were_

et in fatm, e TR o

Othe1 sayexs eonsmted of tolls on shops, on
the Weighlno' of - merchandise, or.on the veri-

' fymg of scales and welghts, on 1mports and ex» s
ports, on purchases and sales, on. transport by -
land’ or; by water, and on ferries and halting- -
/places ‘personal taxes also ‘were antlently levied

‘as a ca,pltatlon * on Hmdus, mole lecently,

* A poll tax called Jazxyeh was xmpoeed by the Khale

Omar on all persous not of the Muselman faith. The Mu.
jlammedan conquerors of H‘industan nmposed it on Lhc Hmdus,-
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ds a tax ‘on plofessmns. Some of these -tolls

and’ 1mposts, payable in- the Vlllwes by .. 1a1atS'

: ‘contubutlng also to the ]and~rcvenue, were com-
muted for a modus. - Most ‘were levied at mar-
‘kets;?and the tolls assumed the form of dutxes
and customs at tho p11n01pa1 1na1ts. : ‘

£

5

T hese sayers have been' abohshed To ex-
""annne ‘the’ Tules - by " ‘which - they were Tevied
‘ Would be ‘now supelﬂuous, it - m10'ht gratlfy
cutiosity but” could answer no useful pulpose.
The rules were not suiﬁmently certain; this cir-
* cumstance, ‘added ‘to the mult1phc1ty of various
*eollectlons, sub3ected commelce to undue ex-
'actlons. R RN SR

pri

Fees, contubutlons and stoppades, 'equn'e no

'detaﬂed explanat;on. 1t has been already men-

’moned that fees were mostly ’che perquisites’ of

the native public’ ofﬁcers, occasional” contribu-
tions were required for works of general utlhty ;

“and stoppaoes were ‘mostly made for;charitable

_purposes,’ .sometimes for official pelqulsltes oc—
casmna]ly for pubhc uses., SRR

oy
A

as mﬁdels. It was remltted by the Emperor Akber. N ever-
theless, peraonal taxes were levied under the same appellation,
at so modern a perlod as the late abohtlon of ‘sayers in Bengal

but the instances were rare, ‘and it was onl y another name for .

.~ the plofesswnal tax pald by the Hindu artisans, . .« rstoi
i , _ ‘ Improvements,

sy

Impl'O\"enlents ‘beneﬁtind‘ the lands ”'of ‘a '-s‘in;

: gle tenant,’ must be undertaken by himself,on

his own. account for lns own 1dvantaoe “such,
for example, as hedoes dltches, and wells. Tor
great” undext%km% of less limited * advanitage,

“such as dams and ponds the tenants interested

therein unite in a common concern.  But public

works  of : 01eatel ma@mtude, such ‘as’, dlkes

roads; cana]s,)leseu oirs, - and ; budoes, must ‘he
undertaken by the Jandlord: for the’ common be-
neﬁt of himself and of his tenants; or by him,
or by some other pexson, from. motives of public

' spmt Thzs has been no unusual 1ncent1ve “and

it was formerly deemed unpopular to require re-
payment; but sometimes the landlord did claim
reimbursement - by direct - .payments, . and. it is
equltable he should do so, if thelands, 1mp10ved
by such wmks, were already lét to tenants.": In

: such cqses xelmbuxsement could onlv be obtam—
. ed by an "immediate subscnptlon, or by an in-

crease of rent;. and, ‘in . the plevallmg ‘tenures,

: the rents could only be lalsed by a spemal tax

or contnbutlon.

T he con'mbutlons and StOpp‘lOCS wlnch were

‘not apphed to public works, were either appro-

puated to charitable purposes; or, together ‘with

- fees, supported the native: provincial - officers.

These charitable purposes. included the mamte-
? nance
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nance ‘of " helpless - poor, with the. sup/po’ytv of
priests and mendicants, and the: endowments

of temples and colleges.” - Besides - established
contubutlons in money, or in kind, levied on

‘the authorlty of patents, or of the written con-
sent of the inhabitants, -and besides allowances

paid out of stoppaoes made upon a similar au-
thonty, the revenue of districts was charged
'\Vlth pens1ons ‘and- customary alms; . or it Was‘

partly alienated as.a fund . for these purposes.
The public oﬁicers had also a provision in free-
lands besides the allowances charged - on the

revenue,’ and besxdes the fees and pe1 quls1tes te- -

CC‘IVCd ﬁom the people,

Numelous are- the d1st1nct10ns of such allow-
ances, accordm«r to the perlods of' payment :the

form. in ‘which ‘they ‘were levied, or- the fund o

whence they issued, “the appropriation: of' the

.pensxon, -~ the’ motive: from ~which it was"

o'ranted all these constitute a useless nomen-

’clature undeservmg the attention | of such - as
are not compelled by official duty to learn those '

“ telms.

~ Free lands are hkewme dlstmgulshed accord—
- ing to their appropriations, for Blahmens, bards, k
encomlastsx ascetlcs, pnests, and menchcants,
- . ; v r P N . t»‘,’ Qr

o for a p10v1s10n to the several pubhc officer
~orthey were déscribed by.terms. of a _general
_mlport used ina restucted acceptatlon. I‘ hese,

(77 )

S*t

however' meuts attentzon, as 1t throws some
ho'ht on a gener 'll sxlbject

The ser. slucen was held upon a patent oranted

‘by an officer : of the state;. but that patent was

gmunded on the written consent of .the inhabi-
tants of the- district, Who atrreed to make oood_

“among themselves the revenue of the Iands 50

ahenated To undelstaud thlS, it is: necessaly

to advert to: the 1ec:01dT of the assessment as
, 'dlstnbuted on the v1llaoes whlch Was fmmcd

at ‘an- early. period . under. the \/IOOhul govem-

“ment, and by Whlch the . collection . of ;the re- »
* venue was 1egulated When lands were 0‘1anted

by the SOVCICIO n, the 1e\f enue ‘was’ ahenated
. It deserves notlce, that the provmon in money and in
kmd for zemmdars and canungos, bore the same denomination :
( Nancar) It the zemmdars had been propuetors of the soil
paymg 2 ﬁxed land-tax, why had they a provision? or, if
- they were not officers, like cammgos, why dxd Lhelr p!‘QVlblon ,

. bear the same denomination ?

1~ First formed by the celebrated Raja. Toder Mull

" did not hve to complete it for the whole of Bengal. proper.
. In this. provmce ‘the Tucsim’ of’ the Tumér was finally formed

et a modern period. . The Tugsim of the Juma in dams was:_
complcted in Akber’s reign. o

h cordincr
according
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aCc:ordmg to this record ; and’it was transferred,

together-with the lands, ‘from the revenueﬁoﬂ”lce ‘
‘tothe grand * almoner’s or the:vizir's register; -

dccording as it was appropriated! for chaiitable
and 1ehoxous uses, or for civil and military. pur
poses. There it became a- permanent fund #
applicable to these pulposes, ‘at the disposal of

the ‘sovereign, - through the chatinel of - those

offices,“whenever the land lapsed: or. escheated
The ' submdxnate officers  of government, ‘i con<
: sequently, had not the “power of alienating the
revenue of - lands, ‘but, to make grants, the x4
had recourse to the' expedlent of obtammO‘ the,
consent of - the inhabitants of - the - dlstuct to

assess on their ‘lands - the. 1ecozded 1evenue of

the ground intended to be manted away ;- and,
_‘LS Lhe 1ec:01d camed the d1s’cubut10n no fal ther

of omntmO' any smaller pm tion of waste Iand

Wlthout .,the acqu;escence of the people or thc- '

T The pecum'u'y allowances also f'ormed @ fund out of
which the sovereign made grants 5 but the subordmate oﬂieers
had more 111ﬂuencc in ‘the dxspo»al of these a]lowances than
in the distribution of alienated lands: the gene1a1 f'und of the

province was mcreased by any new grant made by a compe~ -

tent authorlty, or; many separate funds were eetabhshed by -
the assignment of allowances on the land and sayer revenues
of districts and v:llages, or by grants authonsmg pnvale 1m.
poets. : :

sanetion

, of tlxe plovmce 1tself

C79)

‘S‘inctlon of 0'ove1 nmcnt “such 0'1'ants Would be

the’ most frequent form of" alienation, " as the’} :
general consent to a sershicen mmht not easily - -
beé obtained.: “Accordingly, the greatest palt of

the present fiee lands® of . BenO‘al proper: were

originally granted +in small p01t10ns of waste
ground.:* The recorded revenue of few ‘entire '
villages has ‘been alienated. In the confusion,
which " 1nte1vened between - the - dechne of :the -
\IOOhuI and the rise of the British influence i in.
Bengal some entire villages were 1ndeed granted
by the subadars and " their submdmate officers;

“and they - also disposed of - lands'. belonging . to

the auenated fund. -~ But,[as the. ‘Moghul re-
served'the tevenue of Bengal ploper for the

-~ royal - exehequer and: never assigned ;in this
hplOVlllCE any lands.for - the- civil and mlhtaiy ‘
fund,* andlittle for’ chautable uses, . few very -

lzuoe tlacts are NOW exempt fxom revenue, - and.

' most of ° the untaxed estates are too 1nc0ns1~
: demble to employ many tenants. .. - 7

oy et
S

The more e\tenswe tlacts of ﬁce lands are
m'maoed m the same mode as ‘estates” assessed :
for revenue. “The system of m anao'ement
wlneh antlently plCleled in such estates, Te

A TS RIS AT PO e el W":""’:;'Uz.»:?fv"
L Exceptmg only the provmmfx in land for_ officers, who -
vere empIO) ed inthe xmmedxate ammmstratxon and plotecllon '
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quires explanation.. . Every village was supet-
intended by an officer or public servant, whose

“"'ﬁbusihess' it was to-assign -land- to new settlers
“and to receive the rents of the. occupants, by

Whatever rule they were. adjusted ; and in this

“he was checked: by another officer, who was
bound to keep a register of every payment and"
“a record of every tlansactlon -ag well as to pre-
'"pale accounts of the revenue due from eac,h ‘oc-
" cupant, according to agleement or .usage, and

geneully to conduct all the business in which

~writing is requisite,- while the officer ﬁlst men-
- tioned : performed the- duties of ‘a land-balhﬂ'
~But the signature of ‘both was necessary. to the
'authentmlty of every document,: whether it

was a. lease,  a 1ece1pt or: a,cqulttance, or any

- other adjustment of account.  They. were not
however ‘amenablé ‘to the same superior ;" the -
_one was submdmate to the genelal office of .re-

cord for the Whole district, the other st ac-

’countable to the person enfitled to receive the
revenue. The _canungo, Who held the ofﬁce of

record now. alluded to, kept a reglstel of every

- revenue-transaction and of every regulation of
_government, together with a _record of usages
of the district. He was a check on the officers
of revenue; and’ the control may have been
 effectual, soJong as he had the nonnnatlon of .

the dccountants emploved in each vxllage. But,

though B

(81 )

. thoutrh the canungo in some provmces Ion23 con-"
tinued to be consulted in the nomination of the
'accountants, these became oﬂicers of the col- -
lections, and' the_ canungo’s contxol in fact, -
ceased from the time when the system of farmlng o

the revenue was crenerally mtroduced

BN

E Of' thxs plactlce no traceappears in the Ayeen .
s Akbery There the officers of government are.

instructed to collect the revenue from the hus-L

_bandmm and renit their - collectlons ‘to the

treasury. At what penod the. pexsons chaloed
with collectlons became zesponsxble for the

vamount to be- 1ev1ed by them, does not appear,
with celtamty, but so early as the reign | of -
‘ “‘Aurengmb we find the dnvans 1equ1red to send
‘amins and cxoﬁs to each perouna at’ the ploper_
__season,_ and the busmess of the amin'is de-
' scnbed* to be, g that gmng from vﬂlage
;to Vlllage he do asce1 tain the c1rcum-v
~-stances. and the cultwatmn of the pe1 ganas ;
“'and W1th proper cons1de1atxon for the benefit
~ ,;of govemment and ease of the ramts adJust'

R Patents for qﬂices contain general mstructmns relatxve to ;
; the duties of the officer, _This extract from an amm s patent is-
_ taken from 3 book of forms complled in the rexgn of Aureng-
o Zib.l . : ' '
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'the revemi-‘e' in due season and annually send

to the superior office the usual records of the

1evenue W1th the ao-reements ‘of zemindars and-

with engaoements for the collections under the
crort’s seal, takmg caré that these aoreements
“do contain spec1ﬁed 1nsta1ments, and he is

thoroughly to examine, ‘in the plesence of the’
Taiats, the cror¥’s accounts, ;md nge them credrt
~ accordmgly SRR :

Here the zemmc‘{ar as reorular collector, or the‘
crorl, in a temporary trust, is requlred to engage
‘for specrﬁc mstalments, although the revenue
. they are to receive is adJusted by another

- officer, - and although they are to account for B

the Whole of their. collectlons. Tlns Would

scarccly be mtelhglble, ‘had we not seen, in
- modern practlce, the person who was intrusted

wrth the collectlons made answerable for the ex-

pected revenue without being allowed to benefit
by any surplus beyond his fiked salaly ‘and |
“authorised emolument. The practice seems to

hawe been adopted ‘to enforce dxhgent attention

- and to prevent defalcations on frivolous pretences. -
“It must be understood, that the officer of ol

lectrons Would be e\onela,ted if he could make
it appear “that the deficiency was unavordable :
but such is the dxfﬁeulty of obtaining justice,

/

: when’_

(83 )

when it assuines the form of 1ndulgence that
he would rather desire, as a- -compensation’ for«
the risk of loss, to obtain a sanction: for a con- -
tingent profit; and this would be the miore
readily allowed, as the excess must have been
' usually embezzled, because the superior, having

assunied a standald of :expectation, would not
strictly scrutinise the accounts of an officer who

chad fulfilled “that- expeetatlon and- thus, " pro-
bably, the person, who was intrusted with the
collections,’ gradually became ‘a. farmer of the

revenue.  The- transition ‘was - easy from - the

selectron of an -officer who was to become an~

swerable for “the revenue,. or. from the responsi-

bility required from the heredltary collectors to

the acceptance’ of tenders fiom a farmer, to

~whom official authomty was committed, in cono -
srderdtron of the revenue thch he engaged to :

Thrs system, Whrch cannot be too much re- -

probated did ‘not become universal, nor ‘were

its ill consequences fully felt, until it was used,
~ among other expedients, by Kasim Ali Khan‘

. to obtain a-sudden and large increaae of revenue.
':Unable to- realise the. revenue -for which . they
- engaged, if they- adhered to the rules- by which
*the payments ‘of - occupants had been hitherto
o xevulated the farmers dxsregaxded usiage and -

G2 engagements,
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engagements, and 1mposed taxes* at: pleasure,

~which they enforced by - v1olence and coereion,

Occupants had recourse to the desperate remedy
of emigration. - Their harvest and private pro-

‘perty were confiscated ; and the practice of as:
 sessing, on the remaining cultivators,” the deﬁ-

c1ency arrsmg from deslertron became general

Husbandmen, thus drscouragecl by oppressmn

: abandoned or neglected their cultivation. - ‘To

mduce them to resume it, farmers allowed every
indulgence Wl‘llch they asked; “advanced money

to those who needed pecumary aid and granted -
: every strpulatlon Wthh was requued but, so

soon as the com was ripe, they forgot every
promrse, and easily found pretences for annul-
ling agreements ‘made Wrth simple unsuspectmg

, peasants or shamelessly mﬁmued their engage-

ments - without any. pletence ‘but their own
wants. Hence arose that habitual breach of

8 farth the remains of whlch are yet- percewable.

The general drsrecard of usage and agreements

rendered the oﬁices of account and control use~ ‘

*A strong mstance occurred | m ‘one dxstnct where, in the
fifth month of the year, a general cess of thu'ty per centum was

'vlmpose(l by Kasim Ali’s amil. The revenue fell in succeedmg

~ years fi far below the former standard and has never been fully '
a ‘retneved ‘

k‘wlnch tl]euy held, but formed that class
_termeclrate tenantry, ‘which has been aheady

(8°)
less and nugatory. Their authority:has THever
' been 1estored e e T

When govemment tumed 1ts attentron to”
check these abuses, - and, without drscontmumg‘
- afarming system or 1elmqulsh1ng a high revenue, -
‘ endeavomed to regulate the conduct of the far-
mers and to enforce a’strict adhelence to all”

existing engagements with occupants and cul-

tivators, the farmers, thus controled in - their’
avowed oppressrons, had recourse to ‘indirect
_methods Favoring a- few . leadmg cultrvators,
'they obtamed tlnough their mﬂuence, general

agreements to ‘authorise er\actlons anddmposts,

_Peasants became fzumels of revenue, with the .
view of- crrantmg, on then own authouty, le-:
ductions in the rent of the lands. occupred by -
: themselves 5 and contmued to farm the revenuge
"that thev mrght perpetuate theu undue advan-‘
' ktaoes.’ The peasants at large were drscouraged L
. by an unequal assessment ‘and”.the favouledg"

few did not use to the best advantage the 1

mentloned ity 'tnother place. o

L 2

It Would be endless to uescube all tlae abuses

' 'whlch had glown up, tlley Were so numerous,
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‘that the permanence of the present tenure is ins.

sufﬁcxent to excite the landlord to the arduous

undertakmw of rectlfymw abuses, and of‘/tegu-'

lating the rents; discouraged, as he is, by the
difficulty of discriminating the just rights of the
tenantry from their colluswe advantaoes -and
“controled by the litigiousness of tenants, who
contest. every point - and avail themselves of

‘every artxﬁce Whlch the forms of Jud1c1a1 pro~ :

ceedmgs can permlt them to pl actlse. Y

The farmmfr-system thouoh adopted by the
'propnetors of free lands ‘was not pursued - to
such excess; of course it was not followed: by
“the lonO' train of ill consequences which we have
now mdlcated Havmo a pexmanent interest in

the land ‘and bemO' under no neces51ty of levy-'

ing a spec1ﬁc sum Whethel the - tenants: ‘could
”a.ffmd it or not, the ploprletors of free lands

- had not the s same mducements to 1ack—1 ent their
- estates Wh1ch ‘those had' who were bound for )
- deﬁmte payments, elther as zemxndars or as

' ‘temporary farmers.

IR Y 1 S W AP FEL R

. The rentels of free lands, ‘engaging for a-mo-
-deratc revenue proportioned to the dues 'Whlch

- are” reonlarly demandable from tenants, ‘were

not led to the same violent "or to the same ‘in-
kdzrect methods of oppressmn nor did similar
’ ‘ ‘abuses

( 87 )

abuses arxse ﬁom -the successful 1es1stance of

cunning against power. The rents of the tenants
contmued less intricate and - less unequal The :

average assessment rmght .perhaps, differ httle'

but it was not so unequally distributed, and’
consequently the peasantry at large was not sa;
‘ much depressed ' SN

0

T h1s is conﬁrmed by a comparison Wlth tracts

. of land, for which renters had obtained perpetual
leases, whether they were. themselves zemindars

of the district or farmers only of the land which

_they held. - Though not originally assessed 10wer ,
- than other estates, yet having become a pero‘
manent possession, before the, long continuance
of the farmmv—systcm had mtroduced all the
~ gbuses which have been described, they 1etamed‘='
 the advantage of an equal and umfmm assess-v
Iﬂﬁﬂt e S e et T e

‘ AmonO' tlle lands ’LSSCSSCd Wxthlevenue, the ‘
condltlon of laroe zemindarfs was more deplor |
able than that of sma11e1 estates. The zemm- e
dari of one 1ndmdual’*‘ fmmeﬂy complehended,
Several others,

thirteen thousand squale ‘miles.
‘too, were very e\tensue -Many were too great

to be wholly supelmtended by the owners them-‘, :

* The zemmdar of Rajshahx )
G 4 L
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,selves
sum, wh1ch a proprietor was bound to pay,’ de- -
terred him from delegating the supermtendence

‘to 1r1e5pon51ble servants.
‘divide his risk by under-lettmg ‘his estate to

( ss)

At the same ‘time the ma«rmtude of the

He was willing to.-

‘ farmers, and ‘he preferred this. ‘management,
" which was sanctxoned by modern - praotlce, to

the bolder attempt of regulation and reform,

~which, ﬁom the -long prevalence of abuses,
‘would assume the appeamnce of innovation and
hdsardous experiment. The same, wnsrderatrons -

must have had some- mﬂuence ~with -the. pro~’

puetors of smaller tlacts of. land but havmo'l
ﬁthen whole ploperty wrtlnn the reach’ of therr

bwn supermtendenee, being mmutely acquamted

‘with the circumstances of every. part. of the

__vesta’ce, if they did not altooether drsuse the

pra.ctrce of . undel-farmmg, they at Teast ex- "
‘ercised judgement in the conduct of it, ‘and’

mosﬂy gave some attentron to the remedym0 of
abuses. o : P :

If eonsrderatrons of general Welf'are ouoht to

) supersede our feehnovs for the loss sustamed by
. individuals, ‘the dlsmembelment of lalge pro-

'_,pertles mmht be. deemed a fortunate cucum- ‘
'stance Measures, tendmcr to encourage the sub-

d1v1sron of landed estates among heirs, accord-
ing to the common Iaws of mheutanee, are for

the

( '89; | )

“the same reason ell judged-and consistent. with.
good policy ; but tlus must be taken Wlth some.
: hnutatron. ‘

7 H

An mfeuor and subordmate class . of pro-,
s puetors hold petty estates. In the western pxo-'
vinces, where the office of the first receiver of N
rents*® has in some instances become her editary,
-~ the class of inferior proprietors may have had
its origin in the admission of heirs to succeed to
_the subordmate oi’ﬁces of collectron unde1 the

zemindar. . But this’ cannot be the orlgm of the

~petty ploper ties “which  are . common -in. the
V'eastem districts of Benoal

'.rather to have. been an extensron of .the rwhts}j

“These tenures seem
of occlipants, from vague permanence to a de-

clared,’ her e(htary, ‘and éven tlansferable in-
terest,

sequently eonfeued ‘every ight which : consti-

tutes ‘a real property others, not compatlble
'_ \mth alienation by sale or gift, formed an imper-
‘, fect and dependant plopelt)" Whrch never-
.theless, ‘was inheritable in, 1eoular succession.
_But both by abuse, beeome hable to a vanable

e The mukkedem or mundzl. Fi e

They all’ bear a fixed qmt—rent for por- ’
‘ trons of land Wlnch are to be inherited in reO‘ular ,
-successron and some were understood to autho~

~ rise the transfer by sale or donation, and con- -

assessment PR
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'assessment in common w1th the lands of othcr

occupants. The untransferable but heredxtary

,'propertles still, however, remained a little su-
‘perior to the common right of occupancy, be-

cause - this ceased with possession, whereas the

* hereditary title authorised the taallukdar or his

heir to resume possession, though his actual oc-

” cupancy m10ht have been 1ntex rupted

These dependant taalluks (for ‘50 they arq

: genelally called) were rated to the assessment of
‘the village as it stands on the record already
mentioned; - at first the object was a speclﬁcaa -
| ‘tion of the revenue to be pald afterwards it -
-only became'a des1gnat10n of the property: in
 the intermediate period it ser ved to regulate their

" actual assessment by adding the new .taxes to

the recorded rent,.in the same proportion - at

whmh their superior zemmdars were rated,. The
' ahenable properties - above—mer;tloned compx (]

hend nearly the whole of the estates, whxch have

been separated -under. the mame of taalluks,
“from the juri isdiction of -superior 1andholders 3
whﬂe the other tenures, wh1ch we have men-'

i

1- Some taalluks seem to have been the zemmdan tenure :

subdxvxded others, not entitled to be deemed mdependent
_were no better than permanent Ieases of land held in farm,

tloned ;

( 91 )

tioned as likewise prevailing'in the eastern dis-

tricts,’ “continue submdmate to the zemmdars 5

but i in both the assessment has lonor ceased to

be regulated by any certain rule. Many depen-

dant taallukdars have, nevelthe]ess preserved

the beneﬁt of a qu1t-rent ﬁxed m per petulty

Estates, Whlch were ouomally small, bemg
’ Subdmded accordmg to the rules of mheut‘mce

fixed by the Hindu or by the Muhammedan~
law® ‘soon spht mto mmute portlons SO mcon-

siderable, that the public ‘accounts exhibit in-
dependent taallukdars  assessed Wlth an annual

-revenue of -a few pence; yet the heirs, attached

to their possessions, often limit their industry to

! theu paltry estates‘, or even content themselves_

] Estates of Mussulmans are more rapxdly subdwxded than’
those of Hmdus The Iaw of famlly partnershxp generally
preserves the umty of tbe estates held by Hmdus.; This,

- however, is not the most ‘mater fal dxﬁ'erence. The Hmdu law

divides property in equal shares among helrs of the same de-
gree, but ‘withoyt commonly admlttmg the partlmpatxon of

females, In genelal these only mherlt Jin default of male -
' »helrs 'Ihe Arablan law .assigns to several reIatLons thelr

B specxﬁc pomons 2s allotted by thc, Koran ; and dmdes the
_remamder of the inheritance among the resxduary helrs,

B glvmg equal shares to all males of the same degree, and half
- the portion of males to females in the same degree of‘ con-

- .sangumlty.\ B
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indolently with attempting to maintain, on the
“income -of a subdividéd patrimony; the unprofit--
-able idléness - of -an opulent pledecessor ~In--
N dustry must be unsuccessful where it is limited -
‘to fotce the maintenance of a family from an in-
“adequate portion of land. - Petty possessions are”
“almost an jrresistible inducement to this unpro-
fitable. dxhgence but sufficient security in lease-
hold tenures, and the expeuenced adv antage of
larger farms, ought to induce petty plopnetors~
to e\end their- 1ndust1y beyond the limits. of -
_their own estates.- As for idle 1ndxgence, it ul-
. timately - finds its own remedy, though ‘at the .-
| “Meantime the.more
_numerous any class of unproﬁtable citizens be~
‘comes, the greater. is the present evil. . The

‘expense: of population. .

JuStICC and pohcy of limiting the subdlvmon of

.landed property may be questloned bu‘c CCI"' "’..}.._., R
taxnly it should not be encouracred to a mmute :

deo ree of subdu ision, . -

It may even be doubted Whether subdxv:smn R

of property in arable land be not an evil, though -
gt were not carrjed farther. than ma) leave estates
of sufficient magnitude to afford to ‘the proprie-

tors' a. humble subsxstencc The Indlan land-

" holder is too much dxsposed to rest sa.tlsﬁed in.
: thc mdolent enJoyment of the ploduce of his

land

Dumetous in Bengal

98 )

land; neither applyinO' himself to husbandry on

his own estate, .nor .to. any . other occupation
whence he might defive ‘some axd to his small
income.

Plopnetms, unless impelled by the dlﬂlculnes of

~ an excessive contribution to the revenue, might.

pulsue theu own 1nterest in allowm@ favourable
telms to their tenants. = A’ class of Wealthy

. citizens contubutes to the prospeuty of the

state by their - encoumgement of . elegant. arts

and 1mp10vement of the mechanic powels, -
“though the surest token of athriving nation is
certainly found in the consumption: of super- .

fluities by the people at large, when affluence
penmts the cveneral use of mote than the mere
necessaries - of - life. - But the consumptlon and

‘use of mere food and apparel by aset of idle
and mdlgent Ia,ndholdel 's, contr 1butes nothmcr to -

general prosperity, it shows ‘only an unpxoﬁtable
popu]atlon .This. class of needy proprietors is

landholders are not. in- a 31tuat10n to allow that

mdulocnce and accommodatmn to then tenants :

whlch mloht be expeeted on viewing theu in-
.come.. Respon51ble to- oovemment f01 a tax

orwmally calculated at ten- elevenths of the ex-

pected rents of then‘ estates, they have no pro-
- bable

Straltened in hlS c1rcumst'mces he,
exacts the utmost rent from his tenant.: Greatelb

But -even the oxeatest B
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\bable surplus above their expendlture to com=
pensate for their tisk. In. any, the greatest cala-
mity; a moderate tax must leave to the pro-

‘pnetor some income. On the eontlarv a com-

mon evil must bem down him who is assessed
with ten—elevenths, or even with three- ~quarters,
of h1s recerpts. Any cala,mxty, any accident,
even .a delay in his recoveries, may involve a

- zemindar in difficulties from which no economy

nor. attentxon can retueve him. He 1s mot,

: therefm e, hkely to be an 1ndu1<rent and forbeauncr
landlord R R

From tlns view of the condition of land—-

holders, we ale led to the’ consulemtlon of the

.c1rcumstances of tenants; and to inquire whe-

ther the gross ploduce of the Iands sufﬁmently
:rewards the labour employed f01 1ts production,

~and ‘in. what ‘degree of ease. it supports the

claSSES Who subsist - by their 1ndust1y The

opulence of the commonalty constitutes the

wealth of. the nation, and the country may be
deemed ﬂourlshmO' in proportion as the peasants

: are in an easy condxtlon.; Their general mode

of life, compared with What may be deemed
1easonable wants, will show whether the people
‘at large are well or ill supported consideri ing, at

, the same tune, the reward of labour to deter-

o o ool : mmc

(95)
mine whether voluntary abstemiousness or real
poverty debar them from a fuller gratification
of their wants. But, since the earnings of
_country-labour cannot be treated of separately

from the detail of husbandr, Y, we shall resume
- that subJect

 CHAPTER
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'-CHAPTER V.

rq/' its qf Husbandr y in Beng al.

‘VI} have descubed the peasants as applymg

‘the 1abou1, ‘which they give to husbandly, sole~

ly to ground used on their own account, and
we h'we mentioned a class of tenantry monopo-
lising land to re-let it to the actual cultivator

atan advanced rent, or for half the ploduce,
but, it must be undelstood that thouoh th1s, too, -
- . gener: ally describes the whole tenantxy, peasants ‘

are not wanting who supenntend the culture

pelfmmed by thexr servants or Dy hired la-.

bomels : ‘such are Bmhmms and othe1s who aie

,restramed by pI’f’JudlCe from personal labour ;

or men of othex tubcs vhose cncumstances

admit of their contentmg themseh es with super-

mtendmg the management of the land ; or less
opuléent persons, Who, nev ertheless, call in the

_ assistance of 1111ed labour to aid then' own.
‘Rcfelence being had- to .the quantlty of land -

tenanted perhaps the O*reatest part would be
v S . found o

(97)

found to be. held by tenants who do employ
labourels

USC‘

A cultwatm, Who employs servantq enterz -

tains one for eveiy plough and pays him month-

" 1y wages, whlch on an average, do not exceed '
one ruplya per inensem; in a cheap dxstuct, we

~ But the task, ona medium of a bloha a day, is.
completed by noon. The cattle are then left to
- the herdsman’s care, and the ploughman fo]Iows-
other occupatlons durmg the remainder of the
‘day, ‘mostly he cultivates some land on his own
_ account, and. this’ he oenerally 1ents ﬁom hlSV :
employer fora payment in kind. The quantlty of

have found the monthly hire as low as eig th anas.”

land, commonly used by the plouOhman 18

ascertained by the usage of some dlstucts which

’ ;authorlse a specxﬁc quantlty of land to be under-

: let by tenants

blghas equal to three of the standard to which

~ we reduce the vauable measures of land *,

* At half produce, and culuvated solely by the personal
labouir of the ploughmam three bighas cannot pay the labour
with more than seven rupiyas per annum; they must be added

to the monthly rupxya paid by his empIO) er.

B S 13

‘But, since the servants often till .
0‘Lound on then own account alse, the p"asants“

were tmly, in 1espect of numbel, descubed as
labournw unassxsted on the lands whlch ‘they

_ namely, for each plouoh two -
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(98
If thc herd be sufﬁcmnt to employ one per

son, a selvant Is enteltalned and 1ece1ves, in
money, food and clothmg, to the value of one
~1up1ya and a half per mensem. T he same hcx(ls-
- man, howeve1 genelally attends the cattlc of
several peasants, receiving, for evely hmd a
monthly allowance equal: to about half an ana-
One hcxdsman can tend ﬁfty oxen or cows.

Whele seveml plOuOl’lS are kept the peasant'

usual) has a’ pair of oxen p'uhcularly ass1gned

to the nnplcment Wlnch supphes the pulpose of -
a hairow ;. f01 this is ‘thought to require stronger
Cattle than are- suiﬁmen’c for labour A plouO'h '
‘completc costs less than a lllpl\"l. rlhe price of

‘a omoved bmm uscd as a harrow to, break and |
Tevel the omund 5. }_et ‘more mconsulerablc, '
¢’Ihe Lattlc employed in husbzmchy are of thc_

smallest kmd they cost onan avelage, not mom
' -than ﬁve 1up1yas each '

The pnee of thzs labour'may be computecl

ﬁom the usual hne of a plouoh with its yoke

of oxen, whlch we state, on the medium 1esult of i
'OUI mqumes, at two anas pex dlem. i

‘-

* Tho average-pnce of c'xttle for husbandry throughout"

Bengal might perhaps be taken still lower tlian five rupiyas, for
~ they are bought in the v1cm1ty of Cakutta at five . and. six’
rnpx) as a head

~( 99 ).
* The samie. cattle are. also employed to chao' an
Implement which. bea.rs some 1esemblance to the«l
harrow, ‘but wluch is used fm rice zmcl some other '

, ObJCCtS to thin a luxuua,nt vegetatlon and to,
disperse. the plants equally in the fleld : it serves,

_at the same tnne, to remove. the weeds. Tiae o

I‘01 q h'ind—weedmg, the labourers are’ Vely
genelally paid in’ grain instead of money. , Thei
‘usual dally allowance is from two to tlnee SélS,‘
‘or twice as many pounds of O'ram._ They bunO'

. theu’own hoes, Whlcll are_ small spuds, and of :

Whleh the cost is ver 'y, tuﬂmo' Twenty laboul er '

:may Weed a b10'ha in a day. For tlansplantm

the' daily allowance and the labour ‘performed

Aale ‘nearly the same_as for wecdmo'. ~ No tool
s 1equ1red “for . t1anqplant1no' tice, the \vhole |
- operation being pelfounecl by the hand but for ,
 other cultu1es Whele a tool is. 1equ1~zlte, an im:

plement 1esembhno a hoe on a long handle or
one like a chissel, also on & long ha,ndle is.ems
ployed I‘or hand-hoemo -the 1a1 ge hoe Wh1ch .
in Benoal serves the purpose of a spade, is em-

‘ ployed It 1s W1de and culvecl -and set on. the ‘
' “,handle at dn acute angle: this compels the la- :
~ bourer to stoop muchi in working. ‘The same tool

'sewes for ! clearing of. old lays . piepalatmy to:

openmg them Wxth the plough, and for, other‘ :
: II S pUIPOSCb
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purpases for whxch a spade would be usef’ui
The pay for diggmcr and generally for all coun-
try ] labour, is reg ulated by the same allowance
of twoto threesérs pes diem, as above—mentloned

‘But reapmw “is - generally performed . by con-
tract, the reapers being hired at a shedve in six-

teen, or, if they also carry in “the harvest, ata

sheave in ‘eight; and- the -whole expeme of ga~
thenncr the harvest may be paxd with one mea-,

- gure of grain ‘in six, VVhICh provxdes for the la-.

bour of Teaping, ¢ car rymg, winnowing, measurmw ‘~
and s‘toxmg, the crop. “The. thrashmg is not in-

duded for corn is not “ustally thmshed but I '

hodden out by the cattle of the farm. i,

' 'ihmmh rice and pulse may ﬁnd a matket in:
the husk, and the task of cleamng rice and split-
“ting puise ceﬂemliy fall on the first pmchaser,A

yet, not unﬁequentlv employmcr “the peasant’s.

leisure, it may be counted among the labours-of-
the cottage. It is executed with a wooden pes- ‘

tle and mor tar; or the rice is cieaned under a

beater of very simple contrivance, ;vozked by a
. When the husk has been removed by:
'long beating upon the dry rice, such grain is pre-.

A~ : pcdai

fexred  for home-consumption. . If . previously.
gcz,lacé it is better adapted for preser vation, and
la.s been therefore mote appioved in - fmezgn

commer CQ. .

N
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commerce. Asthe expense of fuel is nearly équal
to the economy of. labour, the allowance for
huskmw TicE 1s almost umform at a contract to
yeturn, in clean rice, ﬁve—exo'hts of the weight de-
livered 1 in the husk. The sur plus, with the chaﬁ’
or bran, pays the toil. R

Al

We shaﬂ not have formed a _Iust notmn of the
:rewaxd of : countly labour, without compmm@

the price of it to what is gained- by a cultiva-

tar, who delivers half the produce in heu of rent:
in this comparison it will be unnecessaxy ta no-
tice the small deductions usually made before
partxtxon._ ‘Some are favowrable to the cultiva-
tor, because they deﬁay a part of his expenses;

Othels unfa,voura,ble because they are taxes for'
~ the. measurement of the pmduce, or for religions

appropriations. “The advantage and disady antage

_ are perhaps neaﬂy balanced and ‘we consider -
}um as obtaming no more than an exact half of \

the pxoduce to 1eward lns 1&bour a.nd deﬁay hss .

c\:penses. i

}.’ en mdns of rice are S ]‘11‘0'8 ploduce ﬁem
-pne bmha, and a return of fifteen for one: .. fy

Hs . Cﬁitiv‘éﬁof’s
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‘The labour of 1eapmg, &e.

, Dltto Weedmo' twenty days

'thn‘ y-ﬁvc SélS and sev
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- Cultivator’s share - .. Méns. - f.5.jk‘:0:~ﬁ |

Seed  which' ‘the proprictor -
~of the land had advanced, ,
““and ‘which is repaid to him -+
’ W1th 100 per centum byv. e e
~way of interest .. ... O 26 10’

“at"the rate of a smth of Gy e o
“the whole crop . . ... 1 96 ‘IOT%_

a’c se1 RN £ 10 0

Dltto huskmg; with the: Wastaoe at
thlee-elohts ." S ';:; e

mén, are worth eleven anas nezuly, and thls does

not pay the labour of plouOhmg, at two anas, .
pét diem’ f01 eight days. Tt a,ppeaxs ‘then, that 7
the peasant,- cultivating for half-produce isnot. -
80 Well 1ewmded for his toil as hired laboulels 5 '
and it must be fal ther notlced that he is under

the nece551ty of 'tntlclpatmO‘ hlS crop for seed
e ad

-———-—-—3 23 5

| en smteenths of clean nce, .
“at*® the avemo e-late of twelve anas - fm ‘the

:( 103 ')
and subsxstence and of bomowmo fel both, as

well as for his cattle and for the nnplements of
husbandly, at the usurious advance of a quarter,

“if the loan be 1epa1d atthe succeedmg harvest,

and of half] if 1epa1d later: : WC cann,ot thcn won-
der at- thc scenes of dlstress Whlch this class of

~ cultivators ‘exhibits, nor that they are often com-
4 pelled by accumulating debts, to enuolate from
' pmvmce to P10V111C€. - :

It is obv1ous that vhele the ploduce is

8 eater in propor ’c1on to the seed and to the quan-
,itlty of land the sum of . laboul remaining the -

same, this partition of crop may leave to, the pea-
santa sufficient payment for his t011 on the othm

“hand, where it is less, it may. be absolutelj, un-

equal to afford the snnplest necessaries. T]ns 18

80 - true,- that, in . most 1ands culnvatxon for‘

this propor tion of the crop is uttelly impractica-
ble. . We therefore took a hlghel ploduce and

_cstlmatcd 1ess 1db0ul thau the O‘enua,l avuawe‘

would have sug gested to us. .. But thls must be:

. now notlccd toaethex w1th the 1eams1te 1etu1n_
"of profit on the outlay, to compaxe the average-

pxoduce with rents pdld in moncy

In ‘the husbandly of corn and snnll 01a1ns it

| has been aheady stated, that a consldenble pro- .
g H 4 , pmtlon_f
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por tion of the land yields sever al or ops within tlw

. “year: much indeed yields only one; but, on ‘the

other hand, the practice of cr owchn(r cmps seems,
ilt judged, and it returns less in pr 0p01 tion to the
- labour and expense than success1ve cultivation.
"We may therefore assume, as the middle course
of husbandry, two yearly harvests from each

‘ ﬁeld one of white corn, and another of pulse,‘

'o1l—seed or mlllet Not that on a mechum land

“does actually pmduce two annu'tl crops, but

‘the greater expense of cultwatmO' two sepatate
:portlons, for their respectlve harvests, at two dif-

ferent seasons is. nemly compensated by the’
'proﬁt of' obtammg, in some instances, more than .

two mops from the same field, where circum-

‘ ;stances permit; at the s same time, the quantxty of"

ground ‘which is actually used, is more than

- "would be: 1equlred rf all land umfounly yxeldecl' |
- ‘two halvests. : ' B

A plough Wlth the usual yoke of two or thx ee
‘pa.lr of oxen as31gnecl to it, Is equal in common, .
,vmanaoement to, the full - cultl,vatlon of ﬁfteen
. blo‘has of' land and the expense, est1rnated ‘at
twenty—two Tupiyas elght anas, a.veLaO‘es ong. -
ruplya and a half for the b1gha. T

' Ploughman,

<1053

Ploughman, at one 1up1ya pel meu— :
SEM .y ...

Allowance to -the henlsman, (say for ke
-~ five oxen, at half an ana cach,) two |
anas and a half per mensem, o, per

annum.‘....,.........A.k 114

‘Pasture, two anas a head, annually .. : 0 19
Intezest on thirty. rupiyas, the cost of

the catt’lez an,l .on two rupiyas, - the .

“cost of the ploucrh and other 1mple—
ments at two per centum per men-

- sem, inclnding the wear and tear of

- the plouOh, and theleplacmg of cat~ -

e L . 80

On the mecllum assumed of the two cxops per i
annum “the ploduce may “be" taken at seven
' ».mans of rice in- the husk, a,nd thxee and a half o
_”'méns of pulse or, otller grain atheled at thf: '
. "second hzuvest’* L

o In the ﬁrst volume of Gladwm s Translatxon of the »
“Ayeen Akbery, page. 356, is a table of the mean produce of
such land as is regularly cultivated.” “ltis Calculated on the me- .
~dium of three years. To compale {his with our estxmate mrly '

becunous. - Voo s
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Seven méns, equal to four méns and
ﬁfteen SélS of' clean nce, Tat 12

ANAS L. b e .;.,x.,le 8. ar

Three and half mdns, at 10 anas .. Dpee 2 3

Seed 1'epa1d a twelfth and expense S
- of reaping, &c.'a sixth .. ..25 1 6
Labour of sowing, weedmg, Scc. equal e

to two - iiiréédinos, “or: forty - day-la-

bourers, at two - and a half sels . .

2 ms. 20 s;(s. at 8 amas . ... ,_,‘;,13; 4

NE

,;;;" 5 .: ‘. Carued over' "; 2 10

“The bxgha nottced by the Ayeen Akbery contains 3600
square ‘Tlahi Guz, and the mén consists of forty sérs, each sér
‘weighing thirty dams The bigha, for which our estlmate is’
formed contams 1600 square yards, and the mén consmts of

: fqrty sérs, contammg eighty Sica weight: 3600 Ilalu Guz are”

equal to 3025 square yards 5 and thxrty dams to forty-three
" Sica welght. R

R Produce of a blg- The same produce
- ha of 3600 Ila- | reduced to the

N R s da@» ‘ ] IVX:’d(“(soihessocfsa
Clean nce, averagé of three sorts . 1633 0 ~ 4 35
“Wheat and barley .. ... ... 1238 8 - 3 3%
,Pease, chxches, -vetches, and other . .-~ .. . ; ;;\:‘ ‘

- pulse, average of exght kmds . 8," 0 -2 .0

N
(&

~ Mxllet ‘average of two kmds . 9 270 -
':Seedq, yxeldmg oil, average o of three ST
Lmds....,.‘......,..’616 0.

S e e s .- hiGuz,in méns| ‘bigha” of .16.0 -
LR TR, 2 and sérs of 30 . square yardsein |

‘Brought

(. .’i07" ') :

Brou Oht for vzud

Labour of cattle for the PlOUgh, &c.

Rent,.a foul th. of the gross ploduce,,
3 mcludmo all pdyments to the land-:

lhé peaszint: consequently, does not derw

ﬁ om com-cultlvatwn the very humble mamte—"
“nance whlch we suppose, unless hls famlly share
~in the labour for whicli we calculate him to pay,
or apply their lelsme to other occupatxons or,

unless we take into. account the profit drawn by
him from the land Wlnch he unde_rlets to his
ploughmen at half produce. In fact, it is mot -

“upon._ the cul’m ation of grain that 'the peasant
v;depends for hlS ploﬁt or even for hls comfort—

able mamtenance In 0*1az1n0'-d1stucts it is-

the dauy, in others it is the cultire ‘of - some .

ha,ndry of L co,rn. ‘ In dlstucts,ﬁ
abound, , the . «accupying of :

N equally proﬁtablc thh dea

'whlch alds the hus—
Wheleq cattk,
arable-land - s, “' ne4
'Lessaxy to entltle the peasant to pastule 1n the

more valuable ploduce :

[AYSCE S5 S 5O e e R

forest, andfon"the downs a plopmtlgna,te held

of cattle: in other. pmvmces, Lcormn,: {thoucrh not
aver: artlcles, ‘'serves to
B it o _allemate

£t ‘.”:.A_ UL
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allevxate the nsk dttendmw t“he cultzvatzon of
‘them; for, they seem - preczmous in’ exact pro-
"portron to “the’ gxeatness of the pzoﬁt which
they are expected to afford. On the fa.ﬂm’e of
his mulberry or his sugar-cane, the’ peasrmt ha({
“he no corn, must suffer the extremities of wanty .
Dbut, 7aising in that and other grain a sufficiency
* for mere subsistence, he can wait the supply of
 his other wants from the success of other cul—-
_ture;'or, he'can reserve a hoard from the crop
of 2 successful year to meet the drfﬁcultxes of

much moxe than m Europe - has a consrderable
: mﬂuence on the “value of most other artlcles
thouoh it cannot recrulate thep pr ice of all. ! When :
: the demand for any one of them is hnnted to few -

'irme.s dearer at the ﬁrst hand in one year Lhan rn the pr
dmg In a cheap dxstrrct, rxce m the husk sold one seaso;
o as Iow as erght mirns for the ruprya. In ‘the’ followmg zyear it

was eagerly purchaqed al the rate of a ruptya “for two mansr
N v } el =

vf ’When the crops of' corn are very abundant 1t is not on!y
; cheap but wants a ready market “As the payments of rents .
~are regulated by’ the season of hatvest the revenue is due,
and must be paid, ‘whether there be’or be not a vent for the
producc.é To meet the demand of rent and to provlde fore }
ather

‘ hm Vest. it

(',wg Yy
persons,” as s it is under a commercml monopo}y,
the purchaser is’ enabled to fix his own price.

That of raw Oplunl, ' for example, is -regulated
by g government; and the purchase of silk also .

15 almost’ entnely in ‘the handsof - the Comn-

pzmy s agents. ~ This - cucumstance gives uni-

formity to the price .of the raw material. : The

value of all such articles. must then be nearly
uniform: at least their price cannot be- affected
but - distantly. by the abundance of the nice-

A pcasant Who should place hls puncrpai
dependence on the culture .of such producmons
must “experience - absolute . want if he sell a
scanty crop at no higher rate . than ahundant
harvests, at: the same tnne thab corn bears a
very . advzmced price; but, so0. IonO* as he SOWS

‘asufficient proportion of land Wxth corn, he

eannot be destitute of food, ‘whether the pme
of grain be hro'h or low. Trom ‘this and other
'culture he ‘can sddom fzul of' bemo also enabled

other dxsbul sements whloh the tenant hae 1mmed1ate occasron
to make, he muqt dnpose of other more saleable produce,

*and even anticipate the harvest of it. Thus the eagemess of :

the venders reduces the price of other artxcles in consequence

. of corn wantlng a ready sale. , For some such reason the prlce

‘ market m Bengal than m other countnes. Sl
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o drscharoe his rent,’ though he miay. be muchi

sttartened for -the supply  of- his’ vauous wmts,
aver and above a bale subsrstence TR INIE

But tlre proﬁts of cattle are less precauous :

. they consist in- the increase of stock from kine .
- and in the milk of buffaloes.~ Cows are usually
‘ rrfed near home, on reserved pastures, or on the:

waste: Tands -of - the village . buffaloes, ncedmg

“more ~nutr1mcnt and- thriving on rank vegeta=

tion, do 1ot find sufﬁerent pastu1 age in populous.

 districts. ~ The herds of this sort of cattle are

most numerous ‘in-the - northérn and Westem
»provrnces ~where; in’ the. rainy - season, they
find pasturaoe on downs’ Wlnch are never sub~.
me-roed ‘and, in the dry season, on forest—lands,
Whreh are mo’stly mundated duuno the rains.’

‘Butr many ‘herds: of buffaloes travel in the dry

season mto the Vast forests which border oW

\ .. BCIIO al

Cattle are orazed at a very small expense.

Tt does not e\ceed elght anas a head annually -

for buff'aloes and four anas for COWS. A herds-v

tnan, hired to 'L'CtClld ﬁfty cows or thntv buf-»
faloes, at Wao es 1n glam money and clothes,

‘‘‘‘‘

amountmo to one rupiya_ “and a* half per men=

sem, (01 less if the 'wemo'e be taken in ora-
S zmg«

( "'1;1_1’.)1 .

| zmg (lrstncts only,) does, "in fact 1ece1ve 4 “
ana for ea,ch ‘cow,’ and less than one ‘ana’ for
éach buﬁ‘alo ‘but thrs average whrch has been’

computed for all Benga.l is- hmher than the us
sual 1ates in oranno—drstncts ; the whole annual
e\:pense mcrdent to stock,  cannot there exceed

‘seven’ anas for each buffalo 'md three anas f01

each cow :

The proﬁts of the dan y arise fromthe sale of

nulk of curds in Varrous forms, and of cla,n~ :
fied butter. As the Jast'is the ~only produce
Whlch admrts of bemO' transported to a distant -
~ market, we ealeulate the proﬁt as'if the whole .

mrlk underwent this préeparation. The buﬁ'alo-
cow darly supphes ‘the clarry thh two to threec

f sérs ‘of milk ”_Upon an estimate ‘of mllch-kme

in"the proportion of ! two-thuds of - the whole
herd throuOhout the ye'r,r “the annual ‘produce

- is mnearly. fifteen mins of nnlk for each CcoW. -
‘The dair yman will contract, W1thout Wages ‘to
dehver two sérs and a “half: of clarrﬁed butter, :
for a man of milk. | At ‘this 1ate, the owner ot

the herd should receive thir ty-se’ven sérs and a
half of clanﬁed butter for ﬁfteen méans of' mrlk ‘
and may dlSpOSC of it for’ se\'en ruplyas and a

: half out of thrs a deductlon must be’ made o
, for the transport from the dau y ! to the market |

QIIICC
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!m'rce, the  cattle being usually grazed in Wﬂrﬁ
countues, the temporary hut, which serves for

~a dairy, is. remote from the market T hrs, how-
éver, Wlth the. expenses estlmated at seven anas

a_head, ~will hardly reduce the annual proﬁt ‘
mueh below seven ruplyas for each buﬁ'alo—cow, :

or thnty—ﬁve per centuin on the caprtal if. we
Justly value each buﬂ'alo at twenty Tupiyas, _and

suppose ‘that the increase of stock fully com="

pensates for the loss by mortahty and accrdent
‘We make no ‘account of - the few male calves

‘reared for. sacuﬁces nor of those 1eared for 1ao. :
“hour ;. Decause buffaloes are rar ely employed for -
“ burden or in the 1abouls of' husbandry within'

the ‘ limits  of Benoal proper: The ploﬁts of
kine, by the increase; of stock, bear nearly the
same ploportron to the caprtal \vhlch is employed

~in - the -purchase of the herd. - They cer tamly '

amount to thir ty per centumr L

Cattle eoﬁstltute the peasarrt’s wealth, and

)f stock - WOuld be gleater, did the
consumptron'lof anrmal food ‘take | off bauelr
~cows and oxen whreh ‘have passed theu prime.
T hls, mdeed cannot happen where the Hmdusy.» |
consrtute the orcat mass of the general popula+

the proﬁts

tion,  since they cons1de1 the slaughter of kiné

and the eatmg of cows ﬂesh as smful But
' » ' many

!
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many tubes of' Hmdus, and ‘even some’ Brah-

tens, have no ‘»ob.]ectlon to the ‘use ‘of other .
animal’ food." At their entertamments 1t is’ ges

nerally mtroduced “by somé it is deﬁly eaten

“and ‘the. 1nst1tutes ‘of their religion ‘do requnef -
that ﬂesh should be tasted even- by Brahmens S
at solemn sacuﬁces, f'orblddmo' however the o
“use of it unless Jomed with the performance of

such a sacuﬁce.‘ Dally practrse, however

than double the pnce of . vegetable food it can~
not be aﬂ“orded as a’'common diet upon ‘the us

sual earnmgs of labour. Whether this circum-
_ stance has much’ mﬂuence, or Whethel entlre' k

abstmence from animal food be not rather ascri-
~ bable to:the prevalence of . superstrtrous preju~

dices;’ may-be’ questroned Probably both have
mﬂuence, though the latter has the’ greatest

From Whate'ver cause ‘it arise, the consumptlon‘jf

of ammal-food is not 50 consrderable astoren-. .
der the ‘stock of sheep an object of general at~
_tentlon T he1r “wool supphes “the home-con-“ |

sumptlon of blankets but is too coarse and pro-

;duces too - small a pmce to aﬂt‘ord a large proﬁt ) _
‘on th1s stock S : S

The orchard is What chreﬁy contrrbutes to at-

; tach the peasant ‘to-his native sorl ‘He feels a |
$4 superstltrous

,‘,i S o “A I :

and .
meat (mutton and goat’s ﬂesh) belng more--

et
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superstitious predilection for the trees planted
by his ancestor, and derives comfort and cven

profit from their fruit. Orchards of mango-trees
diversify the plains in every part of Benwal
"The delicious fruit, exuberantly borne by them, is
a wholesome variety in the diet of the Indian, and
affords him gratification and even nourishment.

The palmyra abounds in Bihar: the juice ex-:

tracted, by wounding its summit, becomes, when
fermented, an intoxicating beverage, which is
eagerly sought by numerous natives, who violate
the precepts of both the Hindu and Mahomedan
religions by the use of inebriating liquors. The
coco-nut thrives in those parts of Bengal which
are not remote from the tropic : this nut contains

a milky juice grateful to the palate, and is so

much sought by the Indian, thatit even becomes
an object of exportation to distant provinces.
The date-tree grows every where, but especially

.in 'Bihar; the wounded trunk of this tree yields

ajuice whichis similar to thatof the palmyra, and
from which sugar is not unfrequently extracted.
Plantations of areca are common in the centrical
parts of Bengal: its nut, which is universally
consumed throughout India, affords considerable
profit to the planters. The bassia thrives even
on the poorest soils, and abounds in the hilly
districts; its inflated corols are esculent and nu-

tritious, and yield by distillation an intoxicating

spirit;
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- spirit; and the oil, which is expressed from its
seed, is in mountainous countriesa common sub-
stitute for butter.

Besides these, which are most common in the
several provinces of Bengal, other trees are plant-
ed, but more sparingly, and that for the
owners use only without any view to profit,

- The various sorts of useful trees, which either
grow wild or thrive with little care, are too many
to be enumerated in this place. But we must
not quit the subject of plantations without re-

. marking that clumps of bambus, which, when

once planted, continue to flourish so long as they
are not too abruptly thinned, supply the peasant

- with materials for his buildings, and may also

yield him profit.

After this hasty sketch of .the husbandman’s

pursuits, it may be proper to notice more fully
such productions of the soil as are the chief ob-

- jects of the merchant’s attention in Bengal.

The valuable articles of sugar, tobacco, sillg

-cotton, indigo, and opium, being the prmmpal

dependenoe of the peasant for the supply of con-
veniences and for accession of wealth, are well

. deserving of particular consideration. Deuvmg

a farther importance as they are the objects of
12 extemal

/ '
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external commerce, cach would separately merit
the amplest detail, both in regard to the present
management of them and to the traffic which
is carried on. But precluded from undertaking
the disquisjtion in the whole extent which the
subject embraces, we may be contented with
hasarding on each topic such observations as
seem most material. :

Opium, it is well known, has been monopolised
by government. It is provided in the provinces
of Bihar and Benares, and sold in Calcutta by
public sale.” For many reasons this monopoly
seems less exceptionable than any other. It is
doubtless”a rational object of policy to dis-
courage the internal consumption of a drug,
which is so highly pernicious when employed for
intoxication. It mustnot, however, be concealed,
that, by the effect of the monopoly, Bihar has
lost the market of the western countries, which
formerly were thence supplied, but which now
raise as much as is consumed within theif hmits
and even furnish some opium to the British' pro-
vinces. Nevertheless, if the first grower re-
ceive, from the monopolist, as equitable pay-
‘ment as ‘the  competition of free trade - could
‘afford’ him, the monopoly cannot be deemed a
fpnbhc m]ury ‘it only takes, for the benefit of

. the

( 17 )

the state, what otherwise would afford gain to a
tew intermediate traders.
%
When the drug was provided by contract, the
price paid to the first grower was regulated. by
the contract made with government: The con-
tractor gave advances to such peasants as were
desirous of undertaking the culture, and re-
ceived the raw juice of poppy at the rates fixed
by his contract. On a medium of these rates,
adverting to the quantity which vmay' be esti-
mated on each, the raw opium appears to have
been bought at the price of <me rupiya for ten
sixteenths of a sér, or for one pound and a quar-
ter nearly. |

A learned and very ingenious inquirer*. esti-
mated the produce of one acre at sixty pounds
of opium; but we think he must have been
misled by the result of  tr ials on very fertile land
in a fortunate season. Such information as we
have been able to obtain, has led us to.esti-
mate little more than four sérs or eight pounds
of opium from a bigha reduced to the staridard
of four cubits of the pole, or forty yalds to the
rope; and the cultivator also reaps about seven
sérs of seed, which may bring eight: anas, if

*DrKexr
Is  sid
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sold for food, or for the oil that may be expressed
from it. '

This produce, from a plant which requires a

good soil well manured, is by no means equal to
~the production of similar soils whereon other
valuable plants are raised. At the same time
it requires more labour and attention: and, in
fact, that it is less profitable is apparent from the
circumstance of the peasants not ambitioning
this culture, except in a few situations which
are peculiarly favourable to it. In other places
they either engage with reluctance, or from mo-
tives very different from that of the expectation
of profit*, " '

~ Many cultivators. obtain from the same land
a crop of pot-herbs, or some other early produce,

. * To obtain, by accepting advances, an immediate supply
of money when urgently wanted, or for the aid and counte-
nance of the agent or contractor, if they have any point to
contend or litigate with their landlord. It may be likewise
noticed; that the contractors formerly held the peasants bound,
if they planted poppy one season, to continue to do so in the
following year. When this point was decided against the con-
tractors, they required thata peasant, thr‘elin*quished the cul-
ture of opium, should resign theland, on which he had f'ormerly
planted poppy, to any other peasant willing to engage for the
production of opium. It is obvious, that this also must operate
as very effectual means of compulsion. The system of contract-
ing for the provision of opium has been wisely abandoned.

before
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before the season of sowing. the poppy. It is
reckoned a bad practice: whether it be so or not,
the labour of the culture is not diminished by,
having taken an'early crop. The land must in
either method be thoroughly broken and pulve-
rised, for which purpose it must be ploughed
twelve or fifteen times; this work is succeeded
by that of disposing the field for irrigation:
several weedings, a dressing of manure, and
frequent watering, employ much labour; but the
most tedious occupation is that of gathering the
opium, which, for more than a fortnight, employs
several persons in making incisions in each cap-
sule in the evening and scraping off the exuded
juice in the morning. If the greater labour be
considered, the produce of a bigha of poppy,
reckoned at seven rupiyas eight anas, is not more
advantageous than the cultivation of .corn: even
computed at sixteen rupiyas, according to the
estimate of produce above quoted, still it is
less profitable than sugar-cane and mulberry.

But, in the culture of opium, there are circum-
stances which may, and which, in some places,
actually do, render it alluring. In estimating
the medinm produce, we adverted to the acci-
dents of season, to which this delicate plant is
particularly liable from insects, wind, hail, or

unseasonable rain. The produce seldom squares
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with the true average, but commonly runs in ex-

tremes: while one cultivator is disappointed,
another reaps immense gain; one season does
not pay the labour of the culture, another, pecus
liarly fortunate, enriches all the cultivators,
This circumstance is well suited to allure man,
ever confident of personal good fortune.

The preparation of the raw opium is under
the immediate superintendence of the agent or
of the contractor. It consists in evaporating,
by exposure ta the sun, the watery particles,
which are replaced by oil of poppy-seed, to pre-
vent the drying of the resin. The opium is
then formed into cakes, and covered with the
petals of the pappy; and, when sufficiently
dried, it is packed in chests, with fragments of

the capsules from which poppy-seeds have been

thrashed out,

This preparation, though simple, requires exe
pert workmen able to detect the many adultera-
tions which are practised on the raw juice, The
adulteration of prepared opiym is yet more difs
ficult to discover. It has been supposed to be
commonly vitiated with an extract from the

leaves and stalk of the poppy, and with gum
of the mimosa; other foreign admixtures have

been
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been conjectured, such as cow-dung, gums, and
vesins, of various sorts, and parched rice.

The facility of adulterating opium, and the
consequent necessity of precautions against such
frauds, are circumstances which would justify
the monopoly, were it even objectionable on
other considerations. In a free commerce, the
quality might probably be more debased to the
injury of the export-trade. This subject we
shall have occasion to resume, ' '

Tobacco, it is probable, was unknown to In-
dia, as well as to Europe, before the discovery
of America. It appears, from a proclamation
of Jahangir, mentioned by that prince in his own
memoirs, that it was intreduced by Europeans
into India, either in his or in the preceding
reign. The truth of this is not impeached by
the circumstance of the Hindus having names
for the plant in their own language; these
names, not excepting the Sanscrit, seem to be
corrupted from the European denomiﬁa,tion; of
it, and are not to be found in any old com-
position. However, the practice of inhaling
the smoke of hemp-leaves and other intoxijca-
ting drugs is antient; and, for this reason, the
use of tobacco, when once introduced;; soon
became general . thyoughout India. The- plant
Is now cultivated in every part of Hindostan.

‘ It
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It requires as good a soil as opium, and the
ground must be as well manured. Though it be

not absolutely limited to the same provinces, its

culture does prevail mostly in the northern and
western districts. It is thinly scattered in the
southern and eastern provinces. In these, it is
seldom seen but upon made ground; in those it
occupies the greatest part of the rich land, which
is interspersed among the habitations of the
peasantry.

The culture is laborions, as it requires the
ground to be thoroughly broken by repeated
ploughings. The tobacco, though transplanted,
needs one or two weedings and a hand-hoeing.
It is frequently visitcd by the labourer to nip the
heads of young plants, and afterwards to pick off
the decayed leaves. But the crop is gathered with
kittle labour, and the drying of the tobacco does
not employ much time: for it is dried by simple
exposure to the open air, either on beds of grass
or on ropes; it is, however, removed under shel-

ter during the great heat of the day and the.
‘heavy dew of the night.

The whole expense of the culture, upon an

average of the districts where it most prevails,
and which are among the cheapest of Bengal,
'does not 6‘(C€€d four ruplyas per bigha, although

- land,
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land, appropriated for tobacco, be rated at a high-

rent. The produce, estimated at five and-a half.

méAns from a bigha of the standard of four cubits-
to the pole, and this quantity, valued at one ru-.
piya per man, shews tobacco to be a.very

profitable culture. Accordingly itis eagerly par-.

sued, although the cultivators do not acknow-

ledge so large a profit. Upon the result of direct:

iniquiries, we might have stated the produce
at no more than three mins and a half; and
the actual disbursements for labour and rent

were estimated on the same information at two:

rupiyasand a half.  But, when this was compar-
ed with other less laborious cultivation, the ex-
pense seemed: greatly under-rated. At the same
time we were led by small trials to doubt the im~
formation which wehad received respecting the
produce. An accident, affording the opportuni-
ty of ascertaining the quantity of “tobacde ‘dc-

tually obtained from a considerable: quantity of

land; suggested the correction which has. been
ddoptedby us. _ L

Thmmh it require an excel}ent soxk, tobacco
might be produced in" the greatést abundance
to supply the consumption of Europe.”  Raised
cheaply, it would yield a considerable profit to
the exporter upon moderate freight:  Swmall ex-
periments have been made. Of their success

' we
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we are not accurately informed; but we have

reason to suppose, that the tobacco of Bengal
was not of the quality or had not the prepara-
tion which are desired by the European con-
sumer. Yet it cannot be doubted, that, under
the immediate direction ot persons sufficiently
acquainted with the quality that is preferred in
foreign markets, tobacco might be raised to suit
them at no greater expense than in the present

management: and, if it were provided purpesely

for exportation, it would be invested with a

less advance on the original cost, than it can-
have been yet procured at a market remote

from the place of growth, after passing through
the hands of intermediate dealers, who trade on
small capitals, and who, therefore, need large
profits. | ’

- Tebacco might be shipped at the rate of three
current: rupiyas and a half, or (including every
charge for dhities and agency in Calcutta) at less
than four current rupiyas for a mdn, The best
tobacco bears a greater but arbitary value; the
worst, on’ the.contrary, costs much less: we
take the usual price of a middle sort, and sup-
pose that. it cati he shipped at that rate, and
that it could. support a competition ;with . the
ordinary kinds imperted into England from North

America. ., . - S T,
L ~ One

Tggse
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One ton, or 27 mins, at four CtRs |
perman, 108 CtRs . . . . . .. £10 16 © ;
Interest and insurance, at fifteen
percentum. . . .. ... ... - 112 6 ’
Freight payable in England, at i
six pounds sterling . . .. ... 6 0 0 b

| £18 8 6 :

Sold at thirty shillings per
cwt. exclusive of customs i
- andexcise .. ..... £28 0 0 g
Charges of merchandise,
~ &c. as reckoned by the
India Company on other
- goods, at three per cen- |
Cotum .. e 014 9

———Q7 5 3
Profit . ... ..... . £816 9 ,

If freight must be paid at £ 15 per ton, a8
loss would be sustained, unless the tobacco
equal the best sorts that are imported from
"America. :

Excepting tobaccd, which is exotic in India,
this fruitful region seems to have been the
: parent-

4 a
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parent-country of most productions, which were
once ranked among luxuries, but which are now
become mnecessaries of life. The sugar-cane,
whose very name was scarcely known by the
antient inhabitants of Europe, grew luxuriantly
throughout Bengal* .in the remotest times.
From India it was introduced into Arabia, and
thence into Europe and Africa. It is said, by
some authors, to have been indigenous in Ame-
rica; this opinion might perhaps be disputed,
for historical facts seem to contradict it. Certain
it is, that the cane was carried in the year 1506
from the Canaries to St Domingo, where the first
sugar-work was soon.aftér erected by an enter-
prising Spaniard. The cultivation was pursued
with such success in the islands, and on the con-
tinent of South America, that the produce soon
undersold the sugar of other countries; and the
importation of it from India, which was shortly
afterwards discontinued by the Portuguese, has
only lately been revived.

* Gaur, the antient name of the capital of Bengal, and of
the province itself, is apparently derived from Gur, which, both
in the antient and modern languages of India, signifies raw
sugar. From the Sanscrit term for manufactured sugar (Sar-
+ cara) are derived the Persian, Greek, Latin, and modern Euro~

pean; names of the cane and its produce. Even the Arabic
term may be alse deduced from another Sanscrit word (c’hand),
--which bears the same signification.

A
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A sudden rise in the price of sugar in Great
Britain, partly caused by a failure in the crops
of the West Indics, and partly by the increasing
consumption of this article throughout Europe,
was felt as a serious evil by the British nation.
Their eyes were turned for relief towards Ben-
gal, and not in vain. An immediate supply was
obtained from this countyy ; and theexportation
of sugar from Bengal to Europe, which had com-
menced a few years earlier, still continues, and
will, it is hoped, be annually increased to meet
the growing demand for it, and to benefit, in
common with the West-India islands, by the

advanced price which it bears in the markets of
Europe. -

From Benares to Rengptir, from the borders

“of Asim to those of Catac, there is scarcely a

district in Bengal or its dependent provinces
wherein the sugar-cane does not flourish. It

- thrives most especially in the provinces of Bena-

res, Bihar, Rengpir, Birbhéim, -Birbwan, and
Médniptr; it is successfully cultivated in all,

and there seem to be no other bounds to

the possible production of sugar in Bengal,-
than the limits of the demand and consequent

.vend of it.. The growth for home-consumption

and for the inland trade is vast, and it only needs
€ncouragement
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encouragement to equal the demand of Europe
also. .

It is cheaply produced and frugally manufac-
tured. Raw sugar, prepared in a mode peculiat
to India, but analogous to the process of making
muscovado, costs less than five shillings sterling
per cwt.  An equal quantity of muscovado sugar
might be here made at little more than this cost ;
whereas, in the British West Indies it cannot be
afforded for six times that price. So great a dis-
proportion will cease to appear surprising, when
the relative circumstances of the two countries
shall have been duly'weighed and impartially
considered. Agriculture is here conducted with
most frugal simplicity. The necessaries of life
are cheaper in India than in any other commer-

cial country, and cheaper in Bengal than in any

other province of India.- Thesimplest diet and
most scanty clothing suffice to the peasant, and
the price of labour is consequently low. Every
implement used in tillage is proportionably cheap,
and cattle are neither dear to the purchaser nor
expensive to the owner. The preparation of su-
- gar is equally simple and devoid of expense.
The manufacture is unincumbered with costly
works. His dwelling is a straw hut; his machi-
nery and utensils consist of a mill, constructed on
the

the simplest plan, and a few earthen pots. In
short he requires little capital, and is fully re-

warded with an inconsiderable advance on the

first value of the cane.

The same advantages do not exist in the West
Indies. It is worthy of observation, that the
labour of the negro constitutes more than three-
fifths of the cost of sugar in Jamaica. So that,.
if the West-Indian planter were even able to
substitute straw huts for his expensive build-
ings, or simple implemerits and earthen vessels
for his intricate machinery and costly apparatus,
still the price of labour would be an insuperable
bar to a successful competition. Independently
of calculation and comparison, it is obvious, that
the labour of a slave must be much dearer than
that of a freeman, since the original purchase
will always form a heavy charge, from which
hired labour is exempt. Moreover, the West-
Indian slave has no incentive for exertion ; nor
can he be roused to it, by the smart of recent

chastisement or the dread of impending punish-
ment, : ' ﬁ

Slavery, indeed, is not known in Bengal.
Throughout some districts, the labours of hus-
bandry are executed chiefly by bond-servants.
In, certain provinces, the ploughmen are mostly

K slaves
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slives of the peasants for whom they labour; but;
treated by their masters more like- heredttaﬂy

~se1vants or- like - manc 1pated hmds ‘than like
purchased slaves, they labaur. with' cheerful dili-

gence and unfmced zeal

_,\

‘ In sc')me plaees; zilso,fthela.nd~h01ders have a

'clalm to the servitude of thousands among the
inhabitants of .their estates. This elalm, which:
is seldom enforeed, and Wthh in many instances.
is become: Wholly obsolete, is founded on some |
-traditional rights acquired many generatlons ago, '

in a state of society different from the present

and slaves of this descrlptlon do in fact enjoy
every, pnvﬂege of a freeman except the name;

or, at the worst, they must be considered as vil-

lams attached to the OIebe, 1ather than as bond-

men 1abourmo' fo1 the sole beneﬁt of then' own-

~ers. . Indeed, thlouorhout Indla, the relatlon of
master and slave appears .to impose the duty of ‘
protection - and cheushment on ‘the master, as
much as, that of' ﬁdehty and obedience on the,

slave, and thcu. mutual conduct is. con51stent

- with the sense of such an obhoatlon ; since itis
matked with g,entleness and mdulgence on
the one 51de, and - with zeal and loyalty on the '
other. o ‘

‘ half'penny per diem.

othan in Bengal

LT T Though
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: ' Though we admxt the fact that slaves may be

found in - Bengal amonv the labouxers in hus-:
bandly, yét in most provmces none but: ﬁeemen‘f |
“are. ocoupled in the" business of .agriculture.
.'The -price of their daily Iaboux, when paid in
money, may } be Justly estimated at little more than

one ana sica, but less than- two-pence sterling.

In cities and - large ‘towns the hire of 'a day-la-;
vbouxer is, indeed, gleater .because : provisions .
are there dealer, and the separation of the ‘man-
from his* famlly renders larger. earnings -neces -
sary to their suppmt “but, -evenin  the neigh- -
bourhood of Calcutta, ‘men’ ‘may; ‘be: hired . for
field-labour at the rate of two rupiyas and a half

'pe1 mensem, whlch Is. eqmvalent to. two-pence

ment - in . kind, : -a.mode. Whlch is ; customary
thr oughout Beno al The allowance of ; grain,
usually made to: stronu' 1abou1els, .cannot ;be

valued at. more than -one ana, and does in 1eahty: -

cost the. huebandman much less. s

,,,,,,

short, viewed i n every way, labour is, six ‘times,;
pexhaps ten . tlmes, dearer in_the West Indlest

would scarcely exceed: a penny halfpenny NIn;

.,‘"
4

-+ Compare . this with -the -
‘price of:labour in the West Indies, or: compare
with it the st111 cheapel hlre of labour bya pay-.

:'The average
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~In the warmth of controversy, some advocates

for the West-Indian islands averred the genera

imbecility of the natives of these provinces and

their deficiency in toil and exertion.: This ob-

~ jection does not require a formal refutation; we

ne'.ed'onl_y refer those, who entertain doubts on
this subject, to the numerous and beautiful manu-

tures of ‘Bengal, and to - the daily. proofs which

| it.:s“iniliabitants give,’ of patient labour and imita-"
tive gefiius.  In other pleas, brought forward by -
‘those whocontend for the right of the West-In--
dian merchants to the:'méribpoly,bf Sugér, Ben~
gal seems to'be considered by them as a foreign
and tributary cotintry, whose industry should be

: s_up?‘wss_;’;d and ‘discouraged, if it can,’ by any.
means,” clash- with the interest of particular Cos.
lonies. -'Bat this can no longer be considered :as’

a2’ mere subjugated” country,’ from which Great

‘Britain' draws a precarious’and temporary tri-
bute. - It isnow intimately connected, and ought

to be ‘firmly incorporated;’ ‘with the empire, of

which it forms'a- considerable branch, and to the’
support of. which-it- largely - contributes. - The
gﬂV(ﬂ;ﬂmqnt?bf “that empire has as obvious‘an”
: fn‘tg’rés“t in promoting its prosperity, as in study--
ing ' the ‘welfire - of other ‘provinces “Siibjeét to-

Great Britain. Ly o
) Convinced

(. ’_13;,3 )

_ Convinced,as they doubtless are, that England
may receive sugar from Bengal without any real
injury to the West-Indian Islands, the govern-
ment will surely tolerate, and even encourage,
the importation of it from Bengal. For this
purpose it is only necessary to equalise the duties,

~and permit the sugar to be conveyed on private.

shipping. - The effects of such an equitable ar-
rangement may be made evident, by computing
the cost of sugar shipped in Bengal, and the rate
at which it might be delivered by the British
‘merchant to the English consumer. -We shall .
obviate the possibility of any objection: to the
grounds of - this calculation, by assuming the

price actually paid in Calcutta for the best

clayed sugar, instéad of th‘e_e_sbtium‘ated x"zit"e"’, at
which muscovado could be afforded. It would
‘not be unreasonable, - in estimating the future
cost of sugar on the supposition of a regularand

extensive demand, to make a suitable deduction -

for greater ‘cheapness in consequence of more
universal cultivation; -since " the ‘manufacturer
and merchant, dealing more largely, would be-

contented with, sm;il}er p;'bﬁtg' on- quicker .re-

turns. Great il}lprovemen@ too, may bé"expécté_d;
in the manufacture of it;. but, although this be
sufficiently probable, it may he more satisfactory
to ground the present estimate on the price paid

in Calcutta, previously to the great enhancement
' caused by the late extraordinary demand. L
. K 3 - Om
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V On a retrospect to the penod when the cultx« g
vation and manufacture kept} pacewith the wants
of the market, we may Justly state the average
cost of the best clayed- sugar in’ ‘Calcutta at six

sica 1up1yas for the factory mén*, At this rate,
a cargo of five hundred tons, importedin London,
should cost the. Enghsh merchant less than 36s. a
cwt e,xluswe of dutxes and chax ges 1n Enoland

]5 000 factory ms. at” S
. ' 6 Sa Rs . 900@00,
E).port dutles e
~and fees . . 2,362 8
Packmg, por- e

terage, and '

‘boat-hire . . 5,418 12
- Commissionon "~
90,000 Sa
“Rs at'5 per
centum . 4,500 0 :

' ——e e 10 281 4

—u—q"

102 281 4 11, 864 12

-I'reloht at 61 pertoﬁ e e ooy 8,000, 0

Insmance on the outlay at 10 pfn
centum P ‘;f. 1186 9

-* We take a much higher rate than the average of many'
' ', yeats would suggest, to avoid any cavxls against our esu‘
mate. Sugar mxght probably be shlpped for less than six ru-
E ,_p:yas per man, . . : REE

e - Blou<>ht

Interest on the same, at 5 per centum,

R e RS

8
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T e e

T
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~ Brought forward 16, 051"
-« for ayear. N R R :652,10.

£16 703 11.

l<~.\=

Duty on 475 tons at 15s.asis - T
.. paid on West-Indian sugar, 7,125 0 -
C‘narges of merchandise, &c. :
< as reckoned by the Indian
Company, at 3 per centum’

‘on the value . .. .. ¢ 997 10
. L -<——--——-8 122 10-

£24 826 l

Deduct from the quantxty ougmally :

~ shipped, 5.per centum for wastage -

__and uncovered risks, the 1emamm0'
475 tons will ploduce, at . 70 shll-

- lings the cwt . ; Ceele e 33 250 O,
” s .. PIOﬁt “ee e ' % ;3, e 068:4-‘23 19

SISy~ —————a

C ompale hewwﬁh an estxmate 01oundcd on’, the
present rates of heloht and customs. o o

A e s

B

ECRON

Shsei

ZAsAehe

s

T
EESE AP SOR R e

§
!
&




( '136 )
500 tons of clayed’ sugar shipped in .

Caleuttafor . ... ... .. ,.; 11'A864: 12
Freight, at 157, per. ton . .. s e 7,600 0

Insurance on the outlay, at 10 per -
. centum, -, . . ., .
Interest on the same, at 5 per centum

fora year . .

£21,203 11
| Dutyon 475 tcnofv‘sugér,t'"
- at £37°16 3 percen- . . .
. tum ad valorem, as is
_now paid on FKast- ,
| Indian sugar . . ... 12,'572 13 -
- Charges of merchandlse,
&c .. AU 997 10 - »
. AR -------- 13,570 s
S . 34,773 14
© Amountofthesales . ... . = 33950. 0

LOSS * - ¢ e lv * o 8 ‘.".‘ ’&’; £ 13523 14.‘

- vy R RIRTERT -

~ Hence 1t is evxdent that the exporter from
Bengal S0 long ashe_must pay 22l. 10s. or even
151 per ton for frelght and .,f 37 16 3 per cen-

tum

-

Ceeese.. 1,186 g

AP Ce e 652" 10
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tum ad ‘valorem for. dutles of custom* - can 1.
sort : to the English market then: only When
sugar, sells for more than eighty shillings the cwt,
including :duties: but,- if ‘he were at: lxberty to
provide freight on the lowest terms for which he -
could obtain it, and if duties were equalised,” he
might derive profit by selling clayed sugar for sixty
shillings t the cwt, and muscovado for much less.
Hitherto, the- very -enhanced price . of sugar:in -
England has encouraged the importation. of it
from Bengal in spite of unequal duties and- ex-

~ cessive frelght Remove - these dxsadvantages,

and Bengal will supply Gleat Britain, at a cheap
rate, with a part of .what the calls of the Eng-

lish market requne, and wxlI ‘thereby, prevent'

the exaction of an_ 1nordmate “profit on the sugar
produced in the West Indxes, I ARt E SE T

Let us. now. pass to- anbther productmn, for ’
the salé of which also India mamtams a compe-
tmon thh the Islands of Ameuca.; SRR

Cotton is cultlvated throughout Benoral I'ox-'
merly the produce was nezuly equal to ‘the con:
sumptlon and very little was imported by sea or
brought from inland countries. * But the increase

of manufactures, or ‘the decline of. cultivation,

o has now gn en nse to a very Iarge 1mportat10n

e The duties are pand in England by the purchaser, but the

charge in effect falls upon the importer. .
from
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from -the ‘banks of the Jamuna and from the

‘Dekhin.” - It is there raised so. much more

cheaply than in Bengal that it supports a suc<

cessful - competition, noththstandmg the heavy

expenses of distant transport by land and water;’
‘and undersells cotton of amiddle quality i those

very provinces where this article was heretofore
abundantly produced “A fine sort of cotten is

still grown in the eastern districts of - Bengal for’

the: most delicate manufactmes, and a caarse
kind is” gathered, in every part of the province,
“from plants thinly- 1nterspersed in fields of pulse
or grain. - This’ last kind -is almost exclusively

employed i in the coarsest manufactures for home- -

consumptlon and the cotton, imported through

the ‘Doab, chiefly supphes the looms at whlohri

better cloths are wove." : ‘ Sy

Several spemes and numerous varretres of the

plant afford this useful production. - Some sorts
‘are undoubtedly indigenous in America; others
are certainly natives of India. Whethér exotic
or “indigenous in" Arabia, 'it has been long
knawn there: the culture was thence introduced
into the Levant;- and the pxoduce W’lth s

“Arabic name* was conveyed into, Europe, Bnt k

"Indla has, in all . tnnes been the gountry most

- ‘
P E Coere )

obviously « derwed ﬁom the Arabic Ku}n. PR
s ce_lebxfated

"% The” hames OF cotton in most Ianguages of Europe aré
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ACeleblated for cotton-nnnufdctmeS' and everi

now, although the skill and ingenuity of Butxsh

“artisans have been exerted in the 1mp10vement

of - this important branch of manufactures,- the

_finest muslins of Benoal remain stﬂl unuyalled
by the fa.bucs of Great. Bntam. R

Noththstandmg this mfeuouty in muslins;

and the: dlsadvantaoe of dealer manufacture m-—

other smts, the estabhshments foxmed in: Great

Britain fo1 “cotton : have added 01eatly to ‘the

plospeuty of British commerce, and well deselve

the encoulaoement which they receive. In the-

lnfanoy of the manufacture, the. West . TIndies
abundantly supphed the raw materfal which was
requned None 'was received: from Bengal;

~and -even Surat did not ‘gain a° new mart for
_ its’cotton; but- continued to- supply Chind and -
other countues, where the merchants of Bombay
‘had been long accustomed ‘to find a vend for

this -production. -~ But the- increasmw ‘wants of
Great ‘Britain soon ‘began to exceed’ what the
West Tndies were able to furnish. - A consequent
enhancement of price induced some enterprising
mer (.hants to send cotton, from Surat and Bom-
bay, to Emope The adventure was successful

and has- been followed by similar expenments '
ﬂom Benoal to England and to China. T hese

' have been 1ewndcd w1t11 profit; and the expor--

tation
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tation of cotton-wool now pronnscs to become a

permanent branch of trade. * -

Shou}d the husbandmen of Bengal ﬁnd en-

conragement to resume the extensive culture of
this productxon the for em'n demand will become
- the source of great accession of wealth to this
province ; or, should the competition of . cotton
imported from Agra continue - to. impede the
cultivation of it in Beno*al still benefit will be
derived to both countries from the commerce of
an artlcle in such general request.

;._Diﬁ‘erent ,,,s'ort's', very;unequal in qnalft)?,'afe
imported into Bengal; the best is brought by

land from Nagpur, in the Dekhm, to Mxrzapur, ’
in’ the province of Benares, which ‘town is the

punmpal mart of cotton. Its average-price may
be there reckoned at sixteen to eighteen rupiyas

- for 100 pounds by weight, or £2 4 6 per cwt,

nearly. - The usual contract forits tr ansportation

from Nagpur to erzapur a distance thch by

the shortest route, exceeds four hundred mil les, xs
thnty—four rupiyas for 500. pounds. laden upon
one ox*, T hlS, it Is true, mcludes dutles levied

on

* Smal[ oxen carry a lesq Ioad and thelr Inre is r.educcd ac~
cordmgly A Iarge 0%, able to carry 500 pounds in Journeys
. ~ of

.

- '(1441)k

on the road: we shall therefore, instead of iu-

,femng the prime - cost from these grounds. of:
_ computation, state' the. usual price at I\Jagpur,
‘upon the result of direct inquiries, ‘at an aver-

aoe-pl ice, which, reduced fo English weight and
money, is equwalent to two- pence halfpenny
for one a,voudupms pound

The nent sort of eotton is. nnported at the-
same mart from J alwen, a town situated to the
westward of the Jamuna river, and not very dis-
tant from .the city of Calpi.” Itis transpmted
by land from that town -to Canhptr, on _the
Ganges, a distance. little e\ceedmg seventy.
miles. - From Canhpir it is ‘brought to Mirza~.
plr by water, and there sells, on 2 medium, for-
two pounds sterling a cwt, neally “The market,:
it should be remarked, is very. fluctuating; and:
has been known to vary within few, months from:
eleven to, twenty-two rupiyas the mén; but the
average here assumed will not be found, upon
_the minutest mqmry, to devxate much ﬁom tbe
most stuct accuracy : ke

i K

Another sort of neaxly equal value ‘in. the

Indlan market, but cert'unly superior . in- the

o+

of exght or ten mxles a d'a), may be hxred f'or the traneport of -

mercha.ndlse between Mirzapir and N agpir, at the rate of
twenty rupiyas, exclusive of duties. : :

. Iength '
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length and finencss of its staple, is brought, by a-
land-carriage, of more than five hundred miles, :

from Ameraweti; a well known mart: in  the

Dekhin, - situated about thirty miles- south  of
the city of Elichptr. - The prime’ ¢ost, reduced.
to English money, is less than two=perice for an-

avoirdupois pound; as it sells at Mirzaptr. for.
the same price with that which is broy ght from
Jalwen, or at most five per centum dearer.,

It would be tedious to enumerateall the places’
- whence cotton is imported. - The chief mart for’
that which is produced:in the province of Agta’

is Hat'hras, niear the Jamuna river. - It ig thence®
conveyed, by an easy land-cartiage for a hundred:
miles, - to- Ferrukhabad on the ‘Ganges, ‘and "

from that city by water to ‘l\/ﬁlv‘Z&pfll',‘f’z where it
usually ‘sells for* £1 13 per-cwt. A better:

- “sort from Cucl'hora fetches a superior price; dnd -

may be estimated at the average-raté of ' £1"16-

Y
PR

We have noticed this difference iii theh’(juzility;f
of various sorts of cotton imported into. this

province,” for the purpose of showing that such
kinds as shall be found best suited to the dif..

ferent wants of manufactures in Great Briﬁai@

may, it is presumed, be now procurable in Ben-

ST R e R _"'g‘-al.‘

" The valué of those

( 148 )

- pal If ény sort be requisité, which is not now

grown in countries: contiguous:to Bengal, the

“cultivation of it might doubtless be diffused

there without difficulty. ;A perennial species,

which produces cotton of uncommon beauty ax;d' _
excellence, has been already introduced from the

Island of Bourbon. An enterprising. mdwulual )
éxétﬁally f(’)r’..r'n_ed'a;¢onsidgl'able_‘p_l,antatl_on of it

' : . - > . e . }{.'
" in the province of Benages.. Though his exs

periment .was not successful, ;,‘Q‘t_ber_» species, - at
‘the same or in other places, may, perhaps, be ad-

v i \ sio in R P T3 ;
vantageously introduced:; : % o

sosts of cotton, which have,
been hitherto exported from ng‘?galan is now ascexg‘
tained by sufficient experience. ' The"cotton"o

India appears to' have an acknowledged ‘superi-

ority ‘over that of the Levant, andequals 1nthle
' British market soffe of ‘the impdrts from Spanish

- América” and - the -Brazils. *"“Were it as™ well

~ cleaned, it would’ support a better’ competition

than it now does with ‘the produceof theWest-
Indian Islands; and, if freight fiom Betigal ‘;aiid ':,
Bombay to England westfeduced (3 1 il
rate, it would successfully rival all other coun-.

tries, even though the.-price of cotton—w}oolr?
Great Britain should: return’ to 'the‘for{ne_r level.
An estimate of the expense, for which it may be

 landed
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- Insurance on: .,-620 000, at £ IO . "
;Commxssmn on £11 000 at’ ﬁve
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landed in England, will conﬁrm the opmxon
Whlch we have now hazard ed. ' :

The price of the best cotton at the mart of
erzapur has been estimated by us at' £2 4 65

that of 'the lowest quality of good cotton’ at'
£1 13. The cost of - conveymg it by water to

Calcutta is  thirty 1 rupxyas for 100 large mdns,
or ’15s. 6d. for a ton. But it'may.be more

- adviseable to take the average-price of the Cal-
- cutta market.
the best sort at £ 15 'the cwt, and for the

“This. would be -highly rated for

otherat £2 5; we shall, howev e, ground com-.
putatlons on these pnces : L

1140 bales of cotton, contalmno' N
. 4000 cwt, nearly, prowded at -
£2 15. percwt e e e
Frelcrht for 570 tons by measure—;; L PR

_ment, at £15 pperton ..., .. .‘
Dutles on the export from Cal-

cutta at Sa Rs 1762
Screwmg, packm porterage, L

boat~h1re, &c. Sa Rs 5021

CPETCERLUI L. vt e s o

! £22,804 18';

Conseqq_ent‘ly \

in “London.

( '11'45’ )

“Consequeéntly, fhie cost of ‘cotton-wool 1mported '
" from’ Bengal into. Enoland exclusive of - chargés
at London; is £6 14 6:per cwt, fot 1194d.

the pound. - Were freloht reduced tosix pound&

‘fm a ton," the saving 'in that charge,” with: if-

su1ance ‘would amount to: ,;656'30 and the - best

. cott@n would therefore cost. the xmpm ter Qxd ’

the pound..  His farther saving in’ "the first pur-

‘chase, and subsequent charges’ on the second
- sortof cotton would amount to little more than

£%350 T his, consequently, would cost him; at

‘the ptesent rate  of. freight,- eleven—pence the
f--pound or, .when' ‘the hire of: tonnacre becomes

cheaper, eloht-pence _He would del ive ample
profit by selling at sixteen or seventeen pence

for the pound, defraying,-however, the India- - .
- Company s duty and the chaiges of mer rchandise
.- Since the: best sort, before—men—" )
. tioned,’ Would pioduce ‘a ‘higher price - ‘and
jcommand a more cértain ‘market than the sorts
- <whichi have 'been - hitherto tried, we' are dis-
'{onsed to hope, that -Bengal’ Would be! found .
=capable of supportinga successful ‘competitiof, -
.in’ the : British market, with 'the:Levant,’ with
":Spamsh America, “and’ with all other foreign
: i‘;'; countues, which now uval the Butlsh \Vest
: Indxes in the EnOhsh market ’ -
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| Eul ‘ope was an‘aently supphed Wltll silk through /
the :medium " of -Indian - commerce.

~But, ac-
cmdmo' to most authors, it was the produce of
Chma only,and even . tllele was’ sparingly pro-
duced Were the fact i important,’it might be

' shewn ‘that the culture was not unknown to the .

eastern _parts of : Hindustan. - +Forithe antient

“language of India has names fo1 the. silk-worim
,a,nd for. ‘manufactured silk ;.
numerous tribes of . Hmdus, derived ﬁom the
-mmtme of ‘the original ‘tribes, there are two
classes, whose appropriated occupations (whence,
<too, they derive thejr appellatxons) were the feed~ :

',_mcr of sxlk-wo;ms and the spmnmo of sxlk

and, among the

The excessive pmce wluch sﬂk boxe m Lurope,

_ ;-When it could be obtained only thr ouoh the com-
-merce of India, rendered this the most valuable -
gamcle of oriental traffic. :
: since introduced into Greece, aftelwards pro-

- gagated in Italy, and more - lately in F rance, “
tleft : India depuved of its:exclusive ¢omimerce
Jinsilk. - Bengal . has. now. recovered g share
in the - supplymg .of this ploductlon, ;but,
‘:runless we -are. ~misinformed, - the raw silk of
';Benoal beais in the Eu;opean malket a price

somewhat mfeuox to that of . the best Italian

- szlk As thc ﬁlatules of Italy have been

copxed

_The silk-worm, long |

 silk-worm may be likewise defective.
" may be the more easily ascer tained, we shall fully

' describe the present management, although this
detail will leave us no room to notice a curious °
topic, namely, that of silk obtamed from wild
worms, and from those Wluch are fed on otherf
plants besides mulberry: It is ‘a subject mn-
~ teresting as well as curious, sinee - much silk of
“this kind supplies home- consumptlon, much -is
imported from the countries :situated .on  the -
‘notth-east border of Bengal, and on the southe] n-
frontier of Benares; much is expm rted, Wmuvht o

! 47 D

vopxed in Benval 1t does not océur to us that
“-we ought to ascribe this inferiority.to defectlve
- It has been thought that the best
- silk is'not obtained from worms fed on the sort
of mulbeuy which ‘is commonly cultivated “in
~Bengal..

man ufactux e

- Experiment has seemed to confirm this
notion, ‘and possibly the managemient of - the
That this

and unwrought, to the western . parts of . India;

and some enters into ‘manufactures, wlnch are

. said to be oxeatly in 1equest m Eulope. ,3;.

\g.:.,‘

~To plant a ne\v ﬁeld the Waste-l'md is opened-
~with the spade in the month of Apul, good soil
s brought and enough is thrown on the ﬁeld

to raise it one cublt I‘ he oround is Well bl okell

‘with, the plough, and levelled with an_ imple- -
ment Wthh in_form xesembles a Tadder, ~but
Leg - “whickh

Yﬁ%’gg@zgﬁ,’, s
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:wlnch Supphes the place of a halrow. The
: }mulberry is planted in October; the: slips are

* :cut.a:span long, and are thrown into-a’ hole

:and .covered from the sun; they" are contmudlly

~ watered until, at the end of a fortnight, they be- -

‘gin to vegetate.  They are now transplanted in-
- to the field, in holes distant a span_ from each
~other, and nearly one span deep; four or five

: 'cuttmgs are placed obhquely in each ‘hole, which’

is then filled up so as to cover the SllpS ‘witha

finger of earth- closely p1essed down. So soon -

as the pla/nts appear in DecemBer, or Janualy,

‘the field is weeded: In April, when they are

-grown to the height of a cubit, they are topped,
-’50 as to leave a stem one hand high"‘othe1’wi§e
Citeas thought that - the-leaves: ‘would be bitter
and hard, and that tlle Worms would refuse them.
‘A hand-hoeing - is now given, ‘and’a fortmght
?‘afteuvards the leaves aie ready for use. The
-'plant is then cut down a little above the root,
‘and the sﬂk—worms are fed w1th the leaves,

 the ﬁeld is “weeded, if . necessary, and another-

crop is obtamed in June and a third in J uly,
-but the leaves ‘only of thls last crop are gathered,
Wzthout cutting the stem, because that oper atlon
at so late a season would it is applehended in-
jure the pl‘mt "The’ ﬁeld is' again weeded, and
“a fourth crop is ready in Septembex. aftér ga-

t_icnnn' it, the glound is plOUOth four times with'

maie . ~ two

( 149 )

tWO plouohs, and levelled - W1th the 1mplement';
above—mentmned “In Novembex ahand—hoemw_
assists vegetation and accelerates’ the best crop,-,
which is cut in December; this is followed by a
hand-hoeing and weeding, ‘and is succeeded by - -
another: crop. in March. - The same course re- .

¢ommences ; and the field, if suf’ﬁmently attended‘; .

and laboured, W111 contmue to be producnve du-' ‘

nno manyyeals. TR Rt N
TWe var 1eties of s1lk-worms ale dlstxntrmshed

the Lmd Wlllcll as its name mdxcates seems tobe .

thought natlve is plefened* "The balls, pre- -

served for ‘the grain; are kept in bags suspended’

to the roof of the peasant’s hut; when theinsect

is 1eady to bulst 1ts prison, a few cods are placed

‘in a large basket on one shelf of a frame p10v1ded -
fo1 the nur ture of the - Woxm The ﬁame incom- .

mon use consists of smteen shel\ es placed ina

shed 1 upon vessels ﬁlled with water, by way of | pre- .

cautxon aoalnst ants After the moths qmt thelr ﬁ

YTt s called desz, Wheth"er tbis"and other s"(')r‘ts‘ be only B
varicties of the Bomby\. Mori (as is prob"tble), or dxﬁ‘elen

species, we havenot learnt Tl‘e wild szlk-worms seem to be

dxil‘erent :

P N T

r From the per Foraled bqlk a coarse silk is obtamed ‘which .
is known in the home-commerce by the pame of Nit.
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ales, so soon as their functions have been per-
formed, and the females, when’ they have . pro-
duced  their ‘eggs. The basket is. carefully co-
vered with a cloth, and in a fortnight the worm

quits the egg. . They are first fed with leaves
chopped - very - ﬁne, ‘as . they advance in thelr

‘growth, they are dlspel sed into more baskets on,
thé several - shelves of - the frame, and are sup- |

plied with leaves cut in larger, pieces, and lat-

“terly with whole leaves, untxl the period when

the 1nsect quzts its -food ;" as so0on - -as 1t recom-
mences eatmg, branches of mulberry are thrown

on Wlth the leaves upon t them and the 1nsects

eat with, _eagerness and soon ﬁll the ba,skets on

the whole ‘number of shelves: they arrive at
‘theie full size in httle more than a month ﬁom
~ their bnth and, changing their skms for the last
" tlme, are disposed to begin their cones, They
~ are now . removed to baskets divided 1nto .spiral

compaltments ~where they spin then webs and
cover . themselves - with silk. When the cone
18 completed a few are set apart for plopa,~

gation, and the rest are exposed to the heat

of .the sun for the -purpose of killing the

chr ysahs. .

~ most of which. are in the employ of the Com-

pany Tlom the leJected balls, they Wmd sﬂk»

The peasants sell the cones to the ﬁlatures,v‘ |

anas for the bigha*.

T o151)

by the following process. . The cones must be
allowed to cool after exposure to the sun; the
excretions of the Worms are: collectegl ﬁom the
feedmg—baskets and thxown mto a holc duO‘ fox
that purpose. The balls of silk are put into the
hole, which 1is caxefully covered up. In two
days the cones are’ taken out and boﬂed ‘in

an earthen vessel, and the sﬂk is. \vound of" ‘

by a hand-rgel or by the common one, both of
which are s1mple, and do not d1fFe1 ma,teually

from the machines used for the same purpose in .

Emope .From the fur picked off the cones, a
coarse: silk is spun, .which is. used for makmﬂ‘
far pets and for other PlllpOSes, L

\

In the dxstmcts to whmh our mqumes re%pec~

-ing _sitk haye heen hlmted the culture of. ’che

mulbeny is estnna.ted at fifteen 1up1yas fourteen
anas, “and the produce at nineteen rupiyas eight
From' the appalent pro-

* Fmt pTantmg f'or afi eld of one Bxghd T SaRs As
Cost of ‘mulberry-cuttings . o oo 2 e .'.I'. PR T ¢
Exg§1t ploughmgq, with twa ploughs each at four
Expeuse of -planting the shps e e e e co2:
Two hand-hoeings. '+« o v wlv v o w70 siee v ae .
'Wecdmgthce. C e e e e e e
‘Rent . ':..-t't‘i'A‘-t','-!".';"-,""'_',‘

Total outlay before a crop be obtained . i 13 8.

L 4 ' A\NUAL.
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',Rent.,'....'..'..’.......'....... 4 0
" Use of money, at twenty -five per centum on the SR

. Annual produce, if the plant be sold, (as is fre- '

© June ceveasoe 4 do oatg— ...

¢ 1527 )

' ﬁt of three rupiyas and ‘ten’ anas- must be de- -
ducted the supeuntendence of -the culture, and
some. labour ‘which is ot ‘provided for in the -
estnnate ; such as that of O'atheuno the erop and g

tr ansportmg 1t

The peasant Who feeds his own silk-worms,-
gives full -employment to his family; how far
their lahour is rewarded may be Jlldged from the '

.ANNUAL., :

Four p]oughmgs, as before T R

10
I‘wohand-hoemgs e he e e e 28
Weeding five times B P cee e 5.0

flrstoutlay . .“._“.‘.f ..~._ ow e e .3 .6 "

quently practised).
In December, 7 loads of plant, (each Ioad as o
i muchasonelabourm carries,) at 1 rupiya . ..
March e e as 5% do at 8 anas . e
May . ., 9\. cee 5 do‘_atvs — e

IS

July . e, 6 doats —..u. 3
September veves 45 do at 8 = ... 2
N . I —— 19 -8

as N -

SE usual

| (- ’15_37 )

usual estimation of - the * produce - of - silk. =" A

frame, filled with worms from 640 cones, -pro- -

duces near fifty pounds weight of  balls of silk,

after consuming ten loads. of mulbeny leaves;
consequently one hundred weight and a’ half of -

cones, or two méins fiearly, may be obtained from °

labour Wlth it is paid no better than that of spin-

ning - cotton-valn namely, about - one : mp]va. -

- the ploduce of one bigha of land : the best cones -
may be sold to -the filatures at the rate of elgh— ;
~ téen sérs for.a tupiya; but a deductlon-must be
‘made- herefrom for such balls of silk:as are of -
inferior quality. - We ‘have ot mateuals for -
estimating the expense and- plo'dm:e of filatures. -
With'.the -hand-reel, two sérs (or-four pounds '
| av011dup01s) of silk are obtained from-a mén of -
cones.' This reel is tedious in its opération but

and a half for a sér of yarn However, the

chaloes of' ﬁlatmes cmnot be much oreatel-'"

..........

the name of ﬂmet’m, ‘the prime-cost of filature-

‘sxlk sh1pped for Emope, need‘ not exceed
ten ‘current 1up1yas for a'sér; 1f it sells on a
medium at twenty-ﬁve shﬂhngs “for the great

pound 1t mloht qﬁ"oxd a consxdel able ploﬁt* )
: e The

*» The productlou of raw q:lk m Bengal mrght be mcreased
to snpply much more than 150 or 200 tem, which is said to be
the

» ,mfeuol sllk 1eselved for Indlan consumptlon,, f
~and sxrmlax to - What 18 known in Europe by,f

R R O SR SR
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" Thé’ manufacture of indigo appears to have

been known and practised in India at the earliest
: peuod -From this ‘ country, whence the dye

obtains its name ¥, Europe was antlently suppli= -

ed with it, until the produce of America engr ossed
the market. - Withi{n a very late kperi,o_d,’ the en-
terprisc'bf a few ‘_Eui'opeans in Bengal has re-
vived the exportation of indigo, but it has been
mostly manufactured by themselves, - The nicety
- of the process, by which the best indigo is made,
demands a skilful and. expeuenced eye. It is

not from the practice of making some. pounds

from a few roods of land that- competent skil
can be atta.med ~Yet such .was ‘the manage-
_inent of the natives.
extracted the dye from the plants which he had

cultwa.ted on a feW blswas of glound or else thc'

the quantrty now exported Perhaps the drstrxct,, to Wthh rt
is limited, czmnot raise a much greater quantrty than they do
at pres,ent but the srlk-worm has been trrcd m South Bxhar,
énd inthe northem provmcee of Bengal ‘and, upon the result

of expenment we are warranted to pursume that the produc.

‘tion might be more generally.diffused. It is'at present almost

confined: to- a partof the provmcc of Berdwau, and to the vici-
nity of Bhdgxrathr river and gre_at Ganges, ﬂom the fork of
\ those rwars ior a bundred mdes down th(‘n' stream .

. Indrcum, from wlnch the words mdrco and mdrgo are
'dcnved The AmerrcanS, it is sard call’ 1t aml “which'is’ an
: evxdent corruption of the orrental name ml
prob;\bly mdrgenous n Amerlca as Well as m Hindostan. . -

BRI T R RS T ¢ nnnufactura

Every peasant individually

Yet the p]aut is

- manufactures,

¢ 155 )

nianufacture was undertaken by a dyer;as an ogx,
casional -employment connected with  his . pro-.

fession. - I’ he better manaoement of Ameucam.

- this 1espect rather than any essential difference
in the irtention of the progress, transferred the
‘smpply of the market to America; for, it is now

well ascertained that the indigo of -Bengal, so far
as its natural quality may be -solely consldcred

s superior to that of North America and equal to

the best of South Ameuca zﬁrd althouoh some

¥4
“labour- be wasted in the process'used by the na-

tives, or at least, - though the; laboul bc not 50
well 'Lpphcd as it is in manufactures conducted:

" on alarger scale," the cheap -price; at “which the

natives did- neverthcless afford it*. would hmva

preserved the market, had mnot the superior.
quality of the indigo, which is: made at large
' given to- this- a. decided pre-
_.fbr‘erlce, : L

The spirited and pelseveunw e\eltlons »of a

few mdwxduals have rcstmed thrs commelce to o

Benoal solely by the superior quality. of - their,
manufdcturc, for, so far as regards the cultme,
1o materlal chanore has been mwde in the prac-

; * Tt was former]y made and sold in the plovmce of Agra,
at ten or sisteen rupiyas for the : mén of forty dams. See the
A)cen Akberr_y, yol. II pwe 46, :

tice
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tice of the natives. Ground of any sort, .that is
fertile and secme “from probable imindaﬁon,“ is
pxepaled as in the common husbandq, and sown

in the broad cast during the latte1 months of the

" hot season, or at the commencement of. the rains.
It should be Weeded twice or-oftener ; -and, with
no farther 1abou1 the early plant is ready for |
cutting in the beginning of August; and the ..

fields, “arriving successively at matuuty, supply.

the WOr ks until the commencement of October.
Other management has been tried by throwing -

the land into funo\vs, and by sowing in - drills,
but wrthout much success., One 1mprovement

howeve1 deselves notice, as it enlarges the sea-
son of- cultwatmo and manufactunno mdlgO'

it consrsts n sownw eally in the hot season

upon low lands, for a cmp to be reaped at’ thc
- commencement of -the  rains before the annual )

* inpundation, or sowing at the same season upon

higher gr‘cuncl for an eatly crop forced by fie-
quent wateuno of ‘the field. ~ This has been n-

“troduced in the western dlstu(‘ts where | crrcum«

“stances have adnntted of experiments.. In the .
A &outhern plovmces the manufactmem cultwate :
tittle themselves, but purchase the plant from

the neighbouring peasantly it seldom }1elds
produce bcyond the year in which it is sown,
whrl mttoons or lay-ovms ale pzesewed in the

' westeln

“
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- western prbviuces, to the second, and even to the
:third and fourth, years; o

Of the expenae and produce it ds not easy. to-

. foun an accurate estimate,: because . ‘many fac-

tories purchase the plant by measure, ‘while others
pay for the quantity of land, and some plant
‘their own indigo. - Ihe produce in. drﬁ“exent
seasons is most widely unequal ; and, in the same

season, equal quantltles of the-plant affoul very
’ .{hsp1 oportionate quantities of the dye. IIowcver

it may be’ stated, that four rupiyas f01 a blcrha
‘do not ill pay.the rent and . culture; and the
manufacturer need not be dxssatxsﬁed if he ob-

tfun sIX pounds of the dye from’ each brolm, ‘11:
“an expense of manufactme mcludmO' his own

sub51stance, little e\ceedmO‘ the cost. of the
plant. ;- Lt '

The ploﬁt of the m‘mufactul er depends on
the quality. of the mdloo ‘and this is very un-

equal since it varies accmdmw to the sklll of tue
manuf%ctulcl. E\cluchno mdwo of very supeu«

or quahtv, the mcdmm price of it when ‘sold
for ‘expor t’Lthll, cannot be mted hrohex than
cuuent 1up1yas 140 or. srca luplyds 120, 101 a

~mén: this aﬂ'ords to the manufdctulcx a mele :
subsrstence, ﬁom a. speculatlon whexem the ex-.

= S pense
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“pense rscertam aind the returns precarious. ¥ The

fact confirms the estimate, for it is well known
that little has hitherto beer g'uned by the spe-
culationi. © The successiul plantels are few ; the

'unsuccessful numeious. L : AR

.

: "'The manufactﬁre is{hevérthéléss pursued with
‘spirit, and not unreasonably ;- for, experience
‘may be expected to coirect the errors which

are unavoidable in new undertakings. - The saga=.

«city of ingenious men has greatly improved the
-process, which is still in the progress of improve-
‘ment, for detlel'mini‘ng -the most advantage-
‘ous size and proportion of the steepers and -

batteries, for ascertaining with precision the

period .of sufficient fermentation and  agita-
‘tion, " for - diyan‘ the mdwo e\pedmously, a,nd
‘subjecting it to a progress calculated to prevent

injury by worms and maggots, and .for an ar-

rangement to conduct the progress with the

utmost cleanhness, with economy of labour, and
- :Wlthout Wastaoe. R _

;

. ] tis s not ea sy to estlmate the prxme -cost of mdxgo In dis-
tricts, where the production is cheapest in favourable seasons,
iti is, also, almo>t pr ecanous, and sometxmes falls entlrely From
'mformatlon recewed we are dlsposed to state the pnme-cost
“from 60 to 100 rupiyas for a méan. ProbaLly the real average of

the cost may fall betwecn sevemy and exght_y ruplyas. o
o ; | o From
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I’zom an inconsiderable. pxoductlon, it has
grown, tthlth the exertions of private pelsons,
to an obJect of great commcxcnl impor tance,
and, under a skilful and fiugal manaoement it
may be expected to. 1ewa1d the enterprise by
which it has been established.

P
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. CHAPTER VI
Inférnal Comgne);ce — Grain, — Piece rGioéds,

— Sultpetre, — and ozlzer Oé/ects of Eapmo
z‘anozz

‘BE\IGAL . ﬁ'bril its western boundary to the

- shores of the sea, is watered by the Ganoes, ’
~and is intersected in every direction by many

navigable streams which faH into that 11ver.

Tew districts are wholly - desmtute of mtemal'v

nav zgatlon.
and water-courses,

In most of them, lakes, rivulets,

sons and disposed of as soon as gathered, he

- derives less ‘benefit ﬁom navxgatmn than the |
~ survey of. its e\tent Would lead us to suppose.

Land-carriage conveys the greater part of the

ploduce from the place of its omwth to that of -
and the rapid

its embarcation on the Ganoes
currents and dangerous shoals of many consi-
derable rivers, forbid the use of large vesscls
‘and peunzt the passage of none but canoes and

small -’

~ them,
- evidently grounded on considerations of utility.

. eastern na\rloatlon
- of these districts are not adapted to ‘the shoals of -
: _the Westem rwels, o e |

communicating with great
rivers and becoming passable in the rainy sea-
“son, conduct boats to the peasants door.  But,
his valuable produce being reaped at other sea-

‘the sail nor for the oar.
_ boats, during the’ plOglCSS of the same voyage,
~are 'assisted by the stream of one creek and

"_opposed by "the current of the next, under banks
‘nnplactlcable to the track-}ope their pnncxpal

¢ 161 )

small boats The navigation does, never theless,
employ a vist number of large vessels. | It isine
teresting to note, at a mart of great resort;" the
various*'constructions of boats assembled there
from different districts, - each’ adapted to ~the

'nature of the rivers which they ene1ally navis

‘gate. . Fancy has had some share in planning

_but the most essential differences - are

The flat clinker-built vessels of the western dis-

“tricts' would beilladapted to the wide and stormy

navigation of the lower Ganges. * The unwieldy

bulk of the - lofty boats, \Vhl(‘h use :the Ganges

fiom:Patna to Calcutta; would not suit the 1ap1d

and shallow rivers of tlie western distri 1cts nor the

narrow creeks through which vessels pass in the
'and the low, but deep, boats

r. S ,:

“In one- navwatlon, Whelem Vessels descend
with the stream. and: return by the t1ack~1ope
their construction’ consults neither aptitude for
1 In’ the other, wherein

dependence is on the oar: f01 a wmdmg navwa:

M '_ tlon
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 tion in narrow passages admits of no reliancé on _
the sail, "Often grounding in the shallows, vessels ™

would be- unsafe if -built with keels. - All the

- constructions of ‘Bengal want- this addltmn, s0
_ necessary for sailing; and it is probably owing -

to the same cause, that so rude a form- for the
ridder, as that of a large oax, has been S0 1oncr
retamed I S :

;u«» '

The various forms now in use afford vcssels, :

‘built more . economically - than they could be

constructed on a European .model. - . They. are

- cheaply found. - A circular board txed to a bam-
* bu cane forms the’ oar; a ‘wooden frame, loaded
v W1t11 stones, is the anchm a few. bambus lashed
- together supply the mast; a cane .of the same

-this, again,
The trees of

spec1es serves for a’yard to the sail;:
is made of the cheapest materials *.

 the country afford resins to sheath the vessels; and

a straw-thatch supphes the place of a deck to
“shelter the merchandise.. The vessels are navi-
gated with equal frugality : ‘the boatmen receive
little more_ than their food, which is . most com-
monly- furnished in’ grain, - ‘together - with -an

1ncons1delable allowance, in money, fOJ, the pure ‘

¥ A coarse sackclotb, wove from twine made of the ﬁbrous _
. stem of the rushy crotalaria, or of the hemp h;bxscus, _both of :

wluch plants are abundantly culuvated throughout Bengal fqr

tlus and other uses of twme, rope, &c
o ‘ . Lo chase
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¢hase of salt and for the supply of other petty

wmts .

It ,is eStix'natéd that the owners of vessels, and

© those who conduct in person the -principal part

af the internal commerce, transport their own
melchan(hse for a much smaller expense than
the - freight which they usually charge to
~others, The rates of this freight, from mart to
mart, .are - in - general - regular. and . uniform.
From the average of hire for different voyages,
a medjium may be assumed between three and

- four rupiyas on a hundzed méns for a hundred
mlles, e ' E

il

In the land-carriage, . the owners of the cat-; -

tle are also the principal traffickers, oftener- pur-
chasing at one market to sell at another, than
- letting their cattle to 1e31dent merchants. They.
transport the mer chandise upon oxen trained to.
“burden, - and sometimes - upon : horses, (of that
~small breed of | poneys, which is common in Ben-,
gal,) more rarely, on buffaloes. - T hese, though
more docile even than oxen, are - seldom - em-
- ployed for burden within the limits of Bengal
proper; they require more substantial pasture

than can be gleaned on a journey from the road- -
side ; and, fond of lying in water, they ‘would da-
mage their load in the | rivers, which they. have
ﬁequent occasion ' to ford. . Yet in the eastem
M 2 parts
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paits of Bengal, and e‘_c.ill more so in the" provinces: -

which border on its western frontier, buffaloes

- are employed both for draft and carriage. ~ We

have even seen them used in the labouls of  hus-
bandr v But the buffalo is more slugglish and a

“slower txaveller than the ox, and does not bear -
‘amuch greater burden.: Large cattle will carry -
a load of six mdns, on easy journeys of eight or

ten miles, and even the small cattle are tasked
with  two " mdns. -~ The strongest oxen .may:

be hired at the rate of eight anas.per diem on

the dearest roads. - In geneml the price of land-

. carriage need not exceed one.rupiya a mén fora

hundred miles. The average. of customary rates-
in different provinces. would exhibit a much
smaller sum . and" the carrier . does | - certainly

) tmnspolt merchandisefor his own. account at far

less” e\pense than the hire ‘which -he “is ac-

customed to- charge He can feed hrs“ca,ttle,;‘_
and even’ buy fodder when. ‘necessary, pay the |
vages of : one ‘ diiver for four: bullocks, and’
¥ ‘adually reimburse to ‘himself- the purchase of.
his oxen;if his daily g ain amounts to . two anas..
for ev ely head of cattlé, in a district modeér ately .. '

cheap, or tlnee anas in t';he dearest pr ov mces,

'S

D1d the roads permrt the use of carts, land~ ,,
carriage would be mugh cheaper; : but the high-
~ ways are not 0enerally in a condition for distant .

Jour neys with wheel-carriages. Ataformer period
- the
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" 'the - communication . was -better assxstcd VA
mag mﬁcent road, from the banks of the (_whaolna.
sor Dewa to the Brahmeputre, formed- a safe and

'~ eonvenient commumcatron at all seasons m ]
'_.lenoth of fou1 hundred nnles through countnca'

'exposed to annual inundation. - Of the cause-

ways - and ‘avenues, ‘which formed this. 1oad ‘

some remains may yet be txaced Other hro'h-
ways, less extensive, but commumcatmg ﬁom

town to town facrhtated intercourse between -
every part of the country. At present the beaten .

path directs the traveller; but ne zutrﬁua.l ‘Toad,
nor, any other accommodation, allewates hrs
fatloue, and his progress is altooether baued m
the 1zuny season, '

'I‘hat in the short 1apse of a fe\v }eals, mag-
mﬁcent roads should have fallen into such total
decay as b'uely to leave the traceJ of then former
direction, and of the public inns, o serais, which

- accommodated travellers, must be ascribed to the
Want of substantral and’ dmable ‘mater ials - foxi,

their constluctlon., ‘'The country aﬁords none,’
unless they be blouoht from. hrlly coun’cnes2 at
an enormous e}spense “or unless ‘bricks be bum—

A " ed for the pm pose, The c‘leat cost of highways,
whlch h.rvc been constr uctcd with these matenals

in the nelohbourhood of the principal E uropean

statlong, drbcoruao es thc hopc of such mads be—.‘
M3  coming
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j t‘:ommO‘ genera.l " Bit, under the ehcotxragemeife '
"and -attention recently given : to this important
object, they may be constr ucted, as they formerly
“were-under the native government, by the sitn=
ple expedlent of raising the soil between two
ditches, and throwing up causeways, wherealow
situation tequires them. “The accommodations

~ which travellers need can only be expected whern

- frequent intercourse will pay for the providing of

them, and the: state of .society must be very -
- different - from - the . present: for, even in the
punc1pal cities, - the . stranger finds.no accom- -

-~modatlon elther at - pubhc serals oOr puvate
'_'inns* B TR

“If we turn to: the routes of nav:ga.txon we
: shall ‘find that travellels are no bettu accommo-

' dated though thls mode of tlavelhng be most -

oo The institution of puhhc inns for the accommodahon oﬁ
travellers seems very antient in Hmduetan. . They were re-
gulated by Shir Shah, who appomted a particular tribe to the

charge of them In many places, where pubhc buddmgs for

that purpose are wantmg, the streets, or open spots,.in which d
few families of this tribe ‘and profes‘;mn have taken up their
abode, are dtgmﬁed ‘with the name of serais,and may be called
private ,in,n‘s. Public serazs, together w:th wells and restmg«
placeé, have always been more num,erous in Hmdustan proper

~and in the Dekhin than in ‘Bengal: they still are so, and the .

‘yeason is obvmus travelling by land is more frequent there,

Wlule travellmg by water is more common in Bengal
~ genel al_
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‘ -reneral The various sorts of - barges whxch are

in use- show, ‘that the. opulent inhabitants of -

‘Bengal arenot mdlﬂ'erent to convenience on thexr
. journeys. " But persons, “whose mrcumstances are

less affluent, navigate the- rivers. of Bengal on -
less convement embarcations.: - n 0t

S R T S R _,: ’ -

i'lhe want : of accommodatlon, in travelhng

: by Jand or: water, is doubtless the: consequence *

of lnmted mtelcomse and - becomes, in its turn,

a cause of dlscoulaoement to frequent .coms

munication. : : If. duly Wughed it will, appear no -

unimportant circumstance, - Whether consxdered
as ~indicating (renelal pove1 ty: or ithe:: decay
of cOmmexce and ao rlculture = "

_tra,fﬁc, by eally 1nf01mat10n Jon. the Wa,nts 01:

A%

the abundanceof different provinces.- Alangmd
commeu’:e, Wthh melely fetches, in an estabhsh-
ed “course, - the p;oduce ‘of provinces |

e

cannot note. the smallex vauatlonb of' malkets' 5
and, consequently, the -prices- of ; dlffelent tdis<
tricts find their level slowly, and Vlbl ate between
w1de hmlts The eﬂ'ects Wlnch gxeat var1at1ons

- e e 2

sie g ekt e e s e
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- The languid state of mtemal commcrce, ine

fened from the tcircumstances above -mentloned
is confirmed by the : review.~of the commodltles

s
\

- which it exchanges and by the estimate of their

amount.": The. exportation of grain'from corn-
 districts, and the returns of salt, constitute the
. prmcxpal object of this trade. The importation,
of .Cotton- from’ the ‘western . prévinces,» and the

exchange cof 2 tobacco for betle«nut* tooether

, f the betle-vme, and the 1mpmsated _}uxce of
4 wpecxec ‘of munosa, is universal throughout India. - Another
variety of the betle-hut, whichis much softer than the common

sort; -is; chewed smgly, or else with cardamoms, spicés, or

'tobacco, or with the same thmgs ‘which were first mentioned,

'_but loose 1nstead of bemg wrapped up in the betle-leaves.

» The €ommon areca—nut is the produce of Bengal p&antattons
of that beautlful palm~tree are common throughout the lower
parts of thxs provmceA and the nut isno mconsxderable ob_;ect

eVery forest througho Indla. Its mspxssated y.uce (absurdly

. ealled terra JapOﬂlCa) 1s”an lmport from 1ll-cult1vated districts

into those ‘which are better 1inhdbited, and need not, therefore,
be notlced,m this: p]ace. The betle-vine (a species of pepper)

s cultxvated throughout Incha, and its Ieaves ;are seldom

tranqported to any consxderable dlstance from the place of their

. growth covered vme-yardq, contalpmg thls plant, or arttﬁcxal '

°f
'mounds on whxch they hive formerl)r stood are to ibe's seen in

the precmcts of almost every town or ‘populotis villagé. ' *The

ulture is Iabonous( and is mostly the separate occupation of a
: partlcular tribe ; avud, for this reason, it has been Ieft unnotxced
b by us in a former chapter, ‘
with

W vk o e e i

- port-trade . of " Bengal. ;

( 169 ) o /
:wth some sugar, and a few articles of less note,
complete the : supply -of mtelml ‘consumption.

Manufactules are almost hmxted to the. ‘wants of :

‘their immediate nexohbomhood excludmo from

this  consideration the provision of .the pubhc

investment and the calls of foreign trade.” Piece-
oroods, silk, saltpetle opium, sugar, and indigo,
pass almost - wholly. through - the Companys

“hands, excepting only what folexgh_commex_ ce)

and the traffic to vatious ports in:India, export,
of such among these artlcles as_the Company do
not monepohse. : -

AT 'x e EAT

Gra,m t'he mtemal commerce of thch 15 en‘

tnely conducted by the natives themselvee sup-
plies the consumption ‘of the cities and the ex-
: Though salt be" the re-
turn of that tlade, the corn exceeds itin amount'
this cannot be rated at less than two. cxmes fox

© corm- hanspoxted ﬁom - considerable dmtances,

exclusive, conscquently, of the: supphes drawn
from the mlmed;atc nughbomhood of cmes and
ca-pmts, ‘

Except in: citxes, ﬂle bulk of the people .1sv

‘ evex 'y whele subsisted from the plOdu(C of thexr

own immediate nelohboulhood In Bengal, they
are in general fed ;on the produce of . theu own -

' gultxmuon, as has aheadg been shown, ,but the

obsm Vatxons

t
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fobsexvatlons offered *on that -point are ot aps
‘plicable ‘to - the rlothmo of the people. At a -
~ moderate’ computatxon, the consumption of ma-"
“'nufactures, ‘though the'dress of the natives be

'-Snnple, ‘does not fall short of six crores of rus
“piyass Tt cannot be  questioned but that, if they

were fabricated in’ districts’ favoulably circums
stanced ‘from such manufactures, to supply the -

consumptxon of others ‘better adapted to other

productlons, the labour, which is now employed -

in such districts for the supply of their own con-
: sumptxon, }vould be better dlrected to more pro-
fitable arts and manufactures, and hence would

arise mutual benefit to both; and great encourage~

L ment to an mcreased mternal oommeree

, The reﬂectlons Whlch We mlght suggest on '
" this tOplC, “will ‘occur to any person’ who consi--
.ders attentlvely the manufactures of Bengal;'a -
o subJect to which.we shall now proceed, as it na-

turally offers itself after the foregoing account

* of raw-produce and of gmﬂ' commodities.” The
~ pubhc, however, is in possession of much infor+

- mation on this subject, and we shall, in conse-
quence conﬁne ourselves to a few general ob‘
elvations B A R S R

An erroneous doctnne has been started ‘as’ rf

the great populatxon of these provmces ‘could not

¢ k , L ' avail

Yo
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. avail to- effect 1mprovements, _noththstandmg

opportunities afforded by an: increased demand

. for particuiar ‘manufactures or for raw-ploduce.

because, ¢ pr ofessions are heredltary among the -
“ Hindus; the offspring of men of one caﬂmg
“ do not intrude into any other; professxons are
“ confined to heredltary descent ;. and the pros

#¢ duce of any particular manufacture cannot be

“ extended according to the increase of the de- -
“ mand, but must depend upon the popula.tlon
“ of the cast, or tribe, which ‘works on’ that -
« ‘manufacture?. or, in other words, if the des -
“ mand for any article should exceed the abxhty
““ of the number.of workmen who produce it,
% the deﬁnency cannot be supphed by calhng
“ in assnstance from other tribes.” .

In opposxtlon to dns unfounded OPIDIOD, 1t 18 -

* necessary that we mot only. show, as has been
-already done, t_hat the populatzon is actually sufs’

ficient for great improvement, but we must also.

" prove, . that professmns are not sepalated by an

1mpassable line, and that the population affords
a sufficient number whose religious. pIeJudlces_

. pelmlt and whsoe. mchnatxon leads, them to

‘engage in those occupatlons, through whlch the 2

_desxred lmprovements may be effected

da T
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%.The ' Muselmans, “to .whom the argument
bove—quotcd cannot in any manner be - apphed
‘bear no mconsldemble proportion to the whole

populatlon - Other: descupt10ns -of people, not
- goverved by Hindu mstltutxons, are found among .

the inhabitants of  these provinces : in regard to

'these, also, - the abjection is irrelevant, The
Hindus - themselves, « ta . whom “the = doctrine -

which we combat is meant :to be applied, can-

not exceed nine-tenths of the population ; pros _
bably they do"not bear so 01eat a proportion to -
the other tribes*.’ !_I‘he} are,‘as is well known,

divided -into’ four grand cla'sses,“ but the three

first of..them are mnch less numererous than the

Shdra, The aggregate of Brahmen, Cbh&tll\'
and Vaisya, mdy ‘amount, at the most, to a ﬁfth
of the population; and even these are not abso-

lutely. 1estucted to then‘ own appointed - occupa-

tions . " Comnierce and - aoncultme ‘are. uli-
vexsally permitted ; and, under: the general des
signation of -servants of the other three tribes,

- the Stdras seem to be allowed to. plosecute any
'manuf’dctme. L « : S

E In the eaqtcrn dntnctq of Bengal the Muqelmam are al-

‘ .most equally numerous w1th the Hindus. In the middle palt

of Benga] they do not constitute a fourth of the populatxoq.
To the westward, . the dlspgoportlon is still greater.. .. -

4 Meny, Chap. 10, ver. 8]. 82, a.nd 83, and ver. 98. °

" In
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In this tribe are’ included;  not or‘ly thé true

- Stdras, but also the several casts whose origin
s aseribed to the promiscuous intercourse of the -

four classes. To these, also, their seve: al occupa-~
tions were 'mslo-ncd but neither are they re-

stricted by rigorous m‘}unctlons to their own

appointed occupatxons.. For any person unable
to procure :a’subsistence by the exercise of his

own profession, may earn a -livelihood  in the

calling of a subordinate cast, within certain- -
mits in the scale of relative plecedence assngned
to each; and no forfeiture is. now. incurred by
his intruding into a supenor‘plofession. It

was, indeed, the duty of the Hindu magistrate -

to restrain the - encwachments of mfe] 1or” tubes

on the occupations, of superior casts; but, un--

der a fmelo'n O‘OVCI nmen’c thxs 1est1amt has no

' GXIStCHCE.

In plactlcé ht’cle attention is paxd to the h—

mxmtxons to which we have here alluded ;. “daily
observation shows even Bmhmens exercising the
menial profession of a Stdra. ~ We are aware
thar evelv cast fmms itself 1 mto clubs or Iodoes

_con%tmo' of the several mdmduals of that cast

es1dmo withina small dxstance and that ‘these

clubs, or Jodges, govern themselves by particus.

Jar rules and customs, or by laws.  But, though
some 1est11ct10ns and hnutatzons not founded
on

:'("
e

e
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‘sn rehgxous prejttdlces, are’ found among ‘their
. by-laws ‘it may be received as a veneral max~
im, that the occupation, appomted for each

tiibe, is entitled merely to a preference. Every
profession, with few “exceptions, is open to
every description of persons; and, the dlSGOU"
ragement, arising from religious prejudices, i

not greater than what exists in. Great Butamj

from the effects of municipal and corporation

laws. In Bengal, the numbers of people, ac-

tually willing to apply to any particular occupa-

, tion, are sufficient for. the unhmlted extensxon
of any manufacture.

If these facts and observations be not consi-:
ﬁexed as a- conclusnve refutation of the un--

founded assertidn made on this subject, we must

“appeal to the experience of every. gentleman,

who may have resided in the provinces of Ben-
gal, ‘whether a change of occupation. and pro-
fession does. not frequently and indefinitely oc-
‘cur? whether Bréhmens are not employed in

the most ser vxle offices? and whether the Stdra:

is not seen elevated to situations of respectability

and importance: in short, whether the asser-.
tion above-quoted be not altogethcr desntute of

foundatlon?

'DE;kha(. e oo
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. Cotton . piece-goods are’the staple manufac-

: ture of Indla. The various- sorts, fabricated in
. dlﬂ"exent plovmces, from the north of Hindus-
. tan to the southem extremity of the pemnsula,
~are too numerous_for an ample descuptlon of
~ them in this place. A rapid sketch must ‘here
. suffice. . It will serve to convey some notion of
_ the various manufactures distributed . through
- the districts of Benoal and the adJacent pro-
_ vinces. . . b e E

.....

Plam musIms dlstmgulshed by various names,

: accmdmg to the fineness and to the closeness - of
_their texture,  as well:as ﬂoweled stuped or
~ chequered, muslins, denominated from their pat-

terns, are fabricated chiefly. in the province of
Dak’ha. - The manufacture of the finest sorts of' .
thin muslin is almost. conﬁned to that province:

‘other kinds, wove more closely, are.fabricated
“on the western side of the Delta of - the Ganges;
‘and a different . sort,: dlstmgulshed by. a more
_'ugld texture,i does not seem :to: be limited to

particular districts. Coalse muslins, in the shape .

" of turbans, handkerchiefs, &c. are made in al-

most -every province; and the nozthem parts of
Benares afford both plain and - ﬂoweled muslins,

- which -are not . ill adapted to common . uses,

though incapable of sustaining any competition
thh the beautiful and inimitable fabrics of

: Under
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~Under the general appellation - of . calicoes

are included various sorts of cloth, to Wlnc«h no
English names - have been afﬁxed "They:are,
for the most part, :known in Europe by their
Indxan denonnnatlons. Khésahs are fabricated
in that part’ of Bengal which is situated north
of the Ganges, between the Mahdnada and
Isimat{ rivers, from Malda to Berbézg. Cloths,

nearly similar in quahty and bearing the same

name, are made near Tanda in the Vizirs,do-

minions.
t N . . M .

west corner. of Bengal, near Lak’hiptr; and,

_again, on the westein fronticr of Benares, in the
and also in the '
‘ provmce of | Bihar, and-in"some other districts.
Sanas are the ‘chief fabric of Orésa; some are

nexohboulhood of :Alababad ;

made :in* the districts of Méadnipur, more - are
lmparted from the contiguous dominions of. the
Mahrattas. ‘

nomination, s . wmught in the eastern parts of

- the province of Benares;: Garhas.are the manu-

Bastas are manufactured in the south-

*A similar cloth, under the same de-

turé.of Birblitm ; still caarser cloths, denommata '
ed Gezis a/{ d Gezinas, i gre wove in almost every ‘
dxstuct but especially i in the Doab.” Other sorts

of cloth,  the names of :which would be less fa-
miliar to an English reader, are found in varioué

chstx 1ets. It would ‘be supexﬂuons to completc‘

the enumeranon. :

' "Péckthr%%id,

«calicoes receive 2 topical dying,

: )vell as for exportation. "
= nares, the c1ty of: Patna, and the newhbomhood
“of Calcutta, are the punmpal seats of ’rhls manu-
“facture; concerning which we cannot omit to
remark, that the making of clnntz appears to be

fperior elegance of :the patterns, - :

Packthread is wove into sack-cloth in many

place. and. especially on the northern frontier
it is there. employed -as

of Bengal proper;.
Clothmo by .the mountaineers.. A sort of . canvas

s, nnde from cotton in tlue ne1ghbou1hood of

Patna and of Chatoaon : and,ﬂan,nel, well wove
but ill fulled is wrought at Patna and some other
places Blaukets are made every where for com-
mon use. A coarse cotton cloth, dyed red with
Cheap materials, is very- generally: used: - it is
{:hleﬂV manufactuled in the middle of the Doab
Other sorts, dyed of various coloms but espe-
mally blue aze plepared f01 1111&11d—commerce and
for exportation by sea.. Both fine and coarse

and \V1th fuomVP colouzs f01 common use. as
‘The province of Be»

an oumnal art in - Indxa long smf‘e 111vented
and LIOUOht to so 01mt a pxtch of excellency,
that the 1110611111ty of' artists in Eulope has hi-
therto added little improvement, but in th_e su-

/

The axts of Euxope, on dlc othel hand have

been nmtatcd in India, but w1thout complete

N .- success;

w1th per manant ‘

P
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| othel place where silk is wove.
cades, and ornamented gauzes; are the manufac— :
" tule of Benales
“uses of the country, are wove in the Western and

has been already noticed.
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bUCCCSS, and some of the more antxent ma;nu=

factures of the country dre . analooous to * those¢

which ha.ve been now mtroduced ‘from_ Eumpe.
We allude to several soits of cotton cloth. Di-

mities of various kinds and patterns, and cloths .

resembling diaper and. damask-linen, are now

made at Dak’ha, Patna, T anda, and many other “ |

places

‘The nelo'hbomhood of Mulshedabad is the' ‘
chief seat “of the manufacture of Wove sﬂk"

tafeta, both plaln and flowered, and many other

sorts, for mland-commelce and for exportatlon, '

are ‘made there more abundantly than at any

‘Plain_gauzes, adapted to the

.*;outhern corner of Bengal

, The Weaung of mixed ooods, made with silk
‘and cotton, ' flourishes’ clneﬂy at Malda, at

Bhagelptr, and at some tovv ns in the p1 ovince of
‘Berdwan : :

‘I‘ilatme-silk, which niay be considered as in

an intermediate state between the infancy of’

1aw—p10duce and the maturity of manufactule,
A considerable quanti-

Tissues, bro- -
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’r} 5 exported to the western pmts of Indla,

tind riuch i is sold at anapul, a puncxpal mart
of Benares, and passes thence to the Mahratta

dominions and ‘the centiical paits of Hm-'
_ dustan, ‘

The tebser, 01 Wﬂd sﬂk is plOCU.léd in abuii-

dance from countues boldeung on Benoal and
'ﬁom some plovmces included iwithin 1ts liiits.

T he Wild 1lk-wouns are thexe found on seveial
$orts of . trees, which are common m the forests
of Silhet, Asam, and . the Dekhln. The cones

are large, But spa1in01y covered ith s1lk. In .
colour and lustle, too, the silk is far mfeuor to
“that of the domestlcated insect.
" hess Axenders 1t useful in the fabncatidn of

The pxoductlon of it may be n-

toarse sills.
t:reased by encouiaoement dnd a- vety 1a1ge

quantlty may be expor ted in the raw state at &

Very moderite taté; It inight be used in Euiope

for the plepalatmn of silk goods; and;’ mixed
Wlth Wool or - cotton, mwht ‘form," as ‘it now
does iri Indn -a beautiful and acceptdble manw -

factm e,

W‘héth‘cf thesé, among the numerous objects
ihich  present themselves, deserve the attention

of the Brmsh me1chant or the consldexanon of

N 2 "the

- But its cheap»[

eSS Tt s




i
i
!
i

SRR i 3

TS

Fat A B

(180 )

the Blltlsh legislature, we will not pretend to
vdetex mine, If itshould be even thought expedi-
ent and equitable that. the wear of Benoal mus-
lins be prohibited, for the encouragement of En-
ghsh manfactures, (which appears to us e_xtz emely
doubtful,) still let the productions of Bengal have
‘a free ' vent; numerous  channels would be
vopened Wlnch could not possibly check, or.in-
terfere with, the 1ndust1y of the Butlsh manu-

facturer. “In short, to use the words of a.

committee of the Comt of Dnectms “The
“ natives. of India are equally British subjects,
S and every mind must revolt at an attempt to
“ prevent .those natives from improving the
.“ prodiice of theu soil by then mgenulty and
(L labom. ; : :

T he commerce of' saltpetle mlght be shght]yv

notlced ‘were it not pa1tlcula11y 1nte1estmg on

account of the decided- supeuouty of these -

provinces, which is in nothan' _more' conspicu-
ous than in this ploductlon Considered with
a view ‘to science, -the process -by which it is
obtamed from earth, and its repr oduction i - the
~ same ground, are curious and deserving of diligent

attention; but we shall not incroach on the pro- |
vince of others minutely to descube that process,

'or to speculate on the natural operation by which
: ‘ earth
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eaxth is nnplegnated with - thls salt. ' We shall
only 1emaxk that the elemently substances,’
which’ form - nitrous acid, are known to exist
in the atmosphere '

Common ObSGI vers have noticed, that grounds
much tlodden by cattle the walls of inhabited
placés, and,’ in short, any rubbish wherein pu-
trifying ammal—substances abound, do natulally
afford nitre and euhnal y salt by exposure to the
atmospheucal air.  Artificial beds are made in
India, as in Euxope upon these pnnmples but
Wlth less trouble than in most other countries.
Tt'is only necessary to collect the earth of - old
‘walls, or the’ scrapings of roads, cowpens, and
‘other places frequented by cattle, and to leave
mounda of such earth’ exposed ‘to the ‘weather.
Both nitre’ dlld cuhnaly salt -are naturally
formed there; and the saltpetre is extracted by_
ﬁltumo water tthOh earth so xmpreonated
with mtie, to dlssolve and buno' ’a\vay the ‘salt
“which it contained. - The bune is evaporated by, .
boiling, and, when cold affords nitre by, cryst'ﬂ-
hsatlon_ T he salt,. thus obtalned is again dis-

' S : sol\ed

IR

* The culmary salt is afterwards obtamed by farther eva
poratlon of the brme but it is much contammated thb bxt-
ter salt. In provmcee of Indxa, remote from the sea, . (Ya
Ayudh, and in the district of Benares, for example,) a similar

N3 process-

M
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solved,” boiled, and scummed ; and when it’ has
cooled, after sufficient evapmatlon, the bunc
yields the saltpetle of commerce. In the same;
earth, nitre is 1eplodueed within two years 1
sufﬁment quantlty to subject the earth to ‘the
same, process, ¥ with equal success; mixing , how -

ever, a sufficient quantity of new rubbish, withs
out which the nitre would be nexther abundant

. mor ea.sxly c.ql.le,ct.?d;

- The manufactule of saltpetre scucely passes

’ ’x;he eastern limits of Bihar.  -The parching winds
from the west did not formerly extend beyond
the same limits. It is a practical remark, - that
‘the productlon of nitre is greatest during the
‘ prevalence of the hot wmds ‘which are pexhaps,
essential to its abundzmt fommtlon. In “the,
change of seasons, which has been 1emarked
“within a few years 1ast past, the hot wmds have
~ extended their influence to Bengal proper. Per-
.haps the manufacture of s*xltpetre mloht now be

process is followed to obtam culmax v salt, Wthout e\ztractmg
the nitre. s is onl_y necessary to evaporate the brme, until
the salt fall to the bottom of the vesseli but ‘the ‘nalives push
the evapmatxon too far, oﬁen leang the brme exposed to
the heat of the sun, in ]arge sha“ow vata, tmtxl nothmg but
dr) salt remam Impure as this salt is, it may be easxly te-
fined by ObVIOUS methods, whlch the author of this note has
" often prdcused and by which he has obtamcd culmary salt,
‘ oufﬁmenﬂ) pure for all domestlc uses. :

Fo | ‘ ettemptf?@;
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_ attempted with success in many dlstucts of this

I}l ovinee.’

The actual extent of the manufacture would
admit of a much greater production, than com-
. The present quan-

merce is now supplied with.
tity, including the importation from' provinces

west of Bihar, falls short of 200,000 méns, . the
greatest part of which passes into the Company’s-
warehouses at the first cost, which does not:
The rest,
‘ paymcr duty and charges of transport, and afford-

ing profit to several 1ntcrmec11ate _dealers, :sélls”

in general at four or five rupiyas the man, for-

much exceed two rupiyas: for a mén.

internal consumptxon or for txafhc with dxﬁ'elent

inrts of Indm

T heexpoﬁation of saltpetre to Europe is; at
“all times, chiefly confined -to- the Companys in-
Vestmcnt and exceeds 50,000 méns ;: for. thezr ‘
annual i impor tatlons into Ian'Iand on an avelace -

of thirteen years, endingin 1792, amounted to
37, 913 cwt At the’ commencement of the late

“war, the expoztatzon by private persons,- whe-
. ther British subjects or foreigners, ‘was entirely
- pmhlblted lest the enemy should - be- supplied:
* with this 1equlslte ‘means of warfare fremthe
British - dominions.

It was’ aftelwalds autho~
rised under certain hmltdthHS.
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In cdntwversy, which arose " sote yeass

- ago, between the East-India Company and the
manufacturers of gunpowder, and of other com-

modities’ made from saltpetre, these manufac-

turers contended that Great Britain ouoht to

be the general dépdt of saltpetre, for the pur-
pose of supplying foreign countries with guns
powdel ; and that, as a raw miaterial, the ime

_portation should’ be free; - or, at least, -thaﬁ it

should be supplied - at so chea_p a rate as to ens
able them to contend with every competitor. -

";'TO ,shé'w. ﬂ.mt it is nhot meticablc ta .rénde:;ﬁ
Gieat Britain the general dépét of saltpetre, the

Company aigued, that, from the usual prohibi:
tion acvamst exporting 1t in time of war, foreign’

nations cannot 1ely upon Great Biitain for the
supply of gunpowder, when most wanted and

“are -compelled _to support necessaly es‘cabhshw,
ments - for making it, wﬂ:hom cons lde;m@ the
dlffelence of ew:pense. "

o Thele cextalnly is mich fmce in - the awm

ment dlawn from this cucumstance but, thouoh
it ‘must ever prevent Great Britain from occu- -
"‘pymO' the whole commerce of saltpetie and gun,

powder “it need - not pievent the British ‘manus
factulexs ﬁom possessmg the plmmpal supply of’

A : T modxtles
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fnodities *made from  nitre, - The Company’y
sales of saltpetre increased after the price was
reduced ; but this'has been attributed to the’in
creased consumption by ships: employed in Bris
tish commerce. Were-that ‘the true cause, it -
would follow, that Great Biitain consimes more
galtpetre when at peace than when. engaged in
war: for, by the statement, published by the
Court of Direetors, of - the quantity of 'saltp,etre,
put up and ‘sold from the year 1763 to 179

appears, that they sold 295, 673:bags in thirteen

years of peace from 1764 t0 1776, ‘or. 22,744
per annum; and 76,059 bags in six years of war.
from 1777 to 1782, or 12 ()'76 ‘per-annum ; and-
831,301 bags in ten years of peace from 1783 to
1792 ; and, likewise, that the. emallcst qaant1~
ties sold are in - ‘the four: years, ﬁom 1779 +to
1789, When the war was; most: o'cneml wz..
39,598 bags, or, oh a medium, 9, 099.p¢1 anpum.

It seems almost incredible that Great Britain

should consume less saltpetle when at war with
all Eulope than in" a period of plofound peace ;.
and yet, as the account of  the: saltpetlf“ sold by "
the Compzmy is more authenttc, and may be bet
ter trusted, than the accounts of the saltpetle and
gunpowder exported from G’cat Britain, - it fol-
lows, from the facts, pIOVGd ﬁom their docu-
ments, that the great dxﬁ‘elence between the
quanuty Sold in pedce and in War'mus’c be as- .

S SO : - cribed
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prohibited in war ;vand, consequently, that a
faotu; €s ma_de- from it, 1s not wanting.
.Notwithstéhding the necessity for all military

home-manufacture of saltpetre, the manufac-
turers of Great Britain; supplied with the raw
‘aterial at the rate of thirty pounds for a ton,
must command every market in Europe, so long
as saltpetre cannot be made in Europe for less
than three times that price. Unless foreign go-
vernments prolubu the importation of gunpow-
- der, Wltha_ view to encourage their own esta-
blishments, ‘t»hlei-r subjects will not, as in Spain,
pay - eight pounds sterling per 100 pounds by
weight, for that which is. made from Spanish
nitre, while they can be supplied with British
gunpowder at four pound,s . We must, how-
o | ' ever,
" 42?1‘&1’]8 vc'oet‘ to the Company of
one ton of salfpetre, shipped for . _
hy ﬁve current rupiyas the bag, Ruplyas 67 £ 6 14 0
beexrrht, ﬁfteen pounds. the ton . . . . . ;1:5, 0. 0
Interest, sxx p__er_ centum on the ppnn_e " - -
B e S T 0 8 o
In;urance, three per. cenfum . . . 4 e . 0 4.0
Charges of merchandise, ten peér cen-. S E
{,{um on the prime cost . o o . e e o 013 €

- Carried over 22 19. 0;
Customs;

mbed to the circumstance of cxportatlon bemg

foreign demand for saltpetl e, ‘and for the manu-

governments maintaining establishments for the

- Interest five per ¢ centum on 16 14~ - s ... /016
'Insurance, six per ¢ centum on 21 10 IR )

( 187 )

gver, contend that there i is ot suﬁiment 1gason

'for compe1hn<>' the Company to supply the ma-

nufaotm er.

Brought forward £ 22 19 0

Customg, o wopopororonoototovo . 7150

Price ofoneton Voo SRl L£81 0 3014 6
Deduct wastage at five p(,r centum BN D 8

——  20°9.0

' ’ ; o loss £1.5
i’nme cost of 2 ton of sahpetre, tog . me——
“free trader at an advanced puce, ) '
hxpped for elght mplyas the bag, Rs 107 ,‘£ 10 14
erlght six pounds theton = v v o s o 6 "‘Q

Charges of merchandxse, at ten per , - '
centum on the pnmecost Co e R W 111 6

Customs ) . '-.".'*»'17.'15 Lo

Pnceperton. .o Co °£’31[0 21 lJ 0
Dcduct wastage ﬁve per centum AR I 8

— 2990

Proft : 1 16 O

T hzs exhibits a proﬁt of seventeen Per centum on the pnme
CQSt, after equmatmg Lvery chqrge, but ﬁexght, hrgher than is

mcurrcd by the Company, and after allowing a hetter price.
to the manufacturer in India. By economy in the charges, salt-
Petre mxght perhaps be aff'orded for twenty fwe pounds pe;. .

ton. In Spam, the country of Europe most favourable to the

. manufacture of aaltpelre, its prime ¢ ‘cost is certamly not lc:S'

than £88 10 per ton, (see Townsend’s Travel’s.in Spam) ;,

but, 1f' it be true that the Spamsh monopol ¥ does not gatn b}
“selling

0. BB O
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nufacturer with saltpbtre ‘at the rate above.
meritioned. = Whether it be imported by private
traders ‘or by the Company, the market ought -
to be left unshackled ; and the manufacturers of
ounpowder would Le thus better secured, than
by any compulsory expedients, in the certainty
of an ample and cheap supply of saltpetl e
It does not appear upon Wha,t grounds they
estunate that 100, 000 bags of saltpetle could bfs
used in Great Bnt'un if’ the importation were
free, to enable - them to rival foreigners in the
supply of for eign markets ; but cer tainly, if com-
melce wete free betiveen Enoland and ‘Bengal,
no foreigners could enter into- competltlon with
Bntlsh merchants; ‘and the whole | saltpetle ,
might, as evely other 1)10duct1011 of Benoal be.
transported to Great Britain on British bottoms. :
England would become the general dépét for the
saltpetre of India, which, underselling the nitre
of E}u ope, would supply the foreign demand.
The ploductlon, mc1eased n Benoal and e
W‘uded with-a better price than is now left to-~
'the %makez, would become one among - many
\ somces of wealth to these provmces We shall
' take thIS occasion of mentmnmo othels.

sellmgel thirteen pence and a half for the pound the real cost
is more than £120 per-ton. -

: Sanguh;e_n
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-Sanguine expéctations have been entertained,
that many articles, - Whlch Thave been ahcady
tried _upon a small scale nnght become valu-
able resources; and that others, which are yet
untned might be introduced with success ‘

* That hldes are not 50 tuﬂnw' an. altlcle as
might by some be supposed is appalent When

it is considered, that raw hides. conatltute a

twentxeth part in value of the importations of
Portugal from the Brazils. - Not fewerv than

120,000 skins are annually exported from the

Brazils, and are valued at more than 80,000
pounds. Almost the whole of these pass into
England-to be tanned. .Could an equal quan-
tity be exported from Benoal it might afford to

these provinces.a resource by no means incon-
" s;derable and it might be. satlsfactory to Great
- Butam to accept from Ler tributary the articles

Wthh she now puzehases ﬁ om a for exoner

It is thought by pez sons convezsant W1th the

: \Sllbject that there would be no exag oeratzon n

" estimating the cattle of ‘these plovmces ‘iclu-
ding buffaloes, . at fifty 1 mﬂhons. If the number ;
did not exceed a tenth part of this estunate, the -

asual - casualties :mwht furnish more than the

plobable demand will 1equue At present the-

currier
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Gurrier often ﬁégiécté to take the hides -of cal’

tle which die a natural dedth*. .
SRR : Hides

» A Eull"s' lnde 1s soi(i £by the é@rt_ier for about elght anasj: - ‘

but a buffalo’s hide is & few ands deégei’;’i‘f a better tanning
be reqitisite, it could not ‘raiég tl}p_”ﬁi"st cost hig‘\l.xer”' th'an,; one
fupiya; did the skiis might be shipped, "anfd. é‘f?r)['-- previous
charge be defrayed, for less than two bui’i’enﬁ rupiyas each‘.
©One hundred biffalo hides; or tiwo hundred and twenty-five
bullock hides, iay be reckoned, oi the result of actual trials,

equal to a ton in v?eiglxtg this sﬁggesfs the foll?\'iring ca;lc'- :

Eulationle ! o
00 Buffilo hide$, at 22 CtRs 250
225 Bullock dittoj at 1% . + 837 8

—

. 90 15 0

Tiisurance, and uncovered risk, at 10 per centum; -~ -7 1.6

Charges; duties; &c. at 15 per centam on 77 166, - .10 13 6
| £88100

| Freight, at £6foratom, 1 . > . . ¢ .+ 12 00

‘Until an actual t"rial be made of several thotisand hides,” the.

accuracy of this estimate cannot be confirmed ; nor can it be

stated; with probable correctness, what the tides might produce -

nett in the English market: but, certainly; thgy canngt be
valued at less than ten shillings for a buffalo hide; and half that
sum for 4 bullock hide. ' L B
joo Hides . : ¢ i & .+ atlos .- £50 006
005 Ditto ' - + ¢ ¢ o a 54 . 56 50

" Costs and charges as befote; « ¢« <o -

Profit . ¢ . 17150

VIRV

395 Hides

T 587 8ot £58150

( ol )

Hides might be exported, either 1aw ot it

 the state which they now come from the tanner

and currier, or they might teceive a better tan-

“ning; but, it is presumed, they could not be

pickled to advantage; for the high price of salt -
must- operate against that mode of curing

_them, It is sufficiently probable, that, at the ’

freight of six pounds for a ton, hides might be
exported with advantage and afford a profit of
twenty per centum; but the rate of fifteen
pounds sterling for the ton is prohibitory.
Other skins, cured in the hair or otherwise,
might be added to the hides of oxen; such
the skins of “sheep, goats, kids, calves, and
deer. B 5

352 Hides shipped, as before, for « o « . £ 5815 0

Freighton 2tons,at 154 . . . . . .. . . :30 0 O

88 15 0

fnsurance andriskon £88 15 . . . . . W 817 6 |

o Sp— s,
, , Coe 97112 6
Charges, duties, &c.at 15 percentumon £97 126 14 12 "9
\ g 5 3
Gross sales,asbefore . . 3 . . . ¢ . .106 § 0
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inconsiderable, COHSISUHO only in paying the la-

~ Buffalo’s - homis might also become . afi -attiz
They Would be useful i in several
The first- cost of . thcm is. very

cle-of export. .

bour of collectmo them; this-is 4 very: tuﬂmo*
addition to the trouble of collcctmo hides; and
the charges of transport would, thczefow constis

‘tute near ly thc whole cost. -

Sl‘ould ﬁuo}]t be ever 1ez‘uced to ﬂle lowesﬁ
Pnce ‘at which it can be afforded, corn nnOht
possibly :be exported from | Bengal . to Turope. .
England does often'need supplies. of wheat and

~ barley from fomnn countries ;. but; India is,
perhaps, too distant for tnnely intelligence of .

such an enhancemént of price, as will open the
ports of Great Britain for "the ‘importation of
“cornn.~ Rice, wheat, and barley, may be slnpped
in Calcutta for 11ea11y the same price; namelv,

two and a half rupiyas for a bag containing two

méns. -This, reduced to” English money and

we 10ht exhibits thlee shillings and four pence
o1 Llnee shxlhnos and six pence the cwt Add,

the;eto freight at four pounds for the ton and .

nsurance at ten per centum, and it ' appears
hat rice and corn, 1mp01ted from Benoal to a
British port, would cost the importer little more
‘than eight pounds sterling the ton. Tt is evident

“that -
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that he would reap some profit; aftei deﬁaymg ‘

all his charges at .that port, by selling rice and
wheat at the price which they usually bear in
the market of London, and a very sufficient pro-
fit | m seasons When corn is dear*,

But it Would be more cer tamly advantaoeous -

to export starch from Bengal. England an-
nually receives no-small quantity of this article

from Poland and other parts of Eur ope; much

s prepaled in Great Britain. The makers of it
‘are supposed to use other materials besides
wheat; at the same time, the consumptxon of
corn in this shape is considered as an evil, be-

- cause it tends to enhance the price of the ne-

“cessaries of life. - In every point of view, then,
it would be desirable, that great Britain should
‘be: supphed with stalch from her Asaatxc do-"
minions, . instead of pulchasmg it ﬁom foxelgn
nations, or instead of using home-made starch,

- for the preparation of Whmh her labouring poor

- ® During fhe apprehension of scatéity in England, in ‘the |
year.1796; large supplies of corn were drawn from Bengal.
Due praise should be given to govexnment to the Company,

- and fo mdwxduals, for the pubhc spmt mamfeeted by them on

that accasion: but freight was so dear, that a heavy loss must
have been sustained. No mfetence, however, can be drawn
from this t:xrcumstanee against future success ‘when freight is
fowered, '

0 are
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are stin’ted in their food. ;-.:;.:-"I‘he usual Pricg of
starch will ‘permit the “importation of 1t from

‘Bengal, so soon as freight is reduced to ten
=] )

pounds the ton for the homéward voyage. S

In treating of sugar, we did not urge t'he gcl—
mission of rum from Bengal: Perhaps it may
‘be necessary to leave the British market, for this

article, to be - supplied, exclusively, from: ‘the

West Indies. - Perhaps, on the _contrary, : the

‘jmportation of -it might be allowed without

any injury to the West-Indian planters. 'ét}l;az
‘sometimes,; become necessary to open the Bri is]
‘po'rts}'to' foreign’ rum ;" if they were alxx'ays‘opgr'x
to the importation of it from Bengal, as ffom (;
art of the British dominions; thp ‘_(:ult}\{at1o(;1 1(:
sugar would doi;btl-es§ :.bfa g;'e:‘mt1y énfog‘l,agfat ( 1);
this vent for the’ sp11~1t,"d1.sf;111e;d' f:lom what«
useless at'a sugar-plantation if it ;,bfe, n;)t’. iﬁ
employed ; and whether Bengal _be 110t'.]"115t )tz el -
titled to such encouragement for ‘her proc uction
deserves. serious consideration. However, we

shall restrict ourselves, without. strenuously. ur-

oing this point, to state the ‘be_fh‘eﬁt:s: Qf é.xp?rtl.ng
?L{n? even at the present retail price of it, which
L, b av Las PRy R T

cording to the age and ‘quality of the spirits.

 Purchased  in - larger _quantities, rum, ;»of. g thg
'sti'éii'gtlx called London-proof, might be shlxpp;
Mo ' L o or

-aries from twelve to sixteen amas a gallon, ‘ac-

‘topics.
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for the lowest of these prices: and the owtiers
6f . slxgzil'-plantatio;ls “and rum-distilleries could
export, it much cheaper. The difference, be-
tween the prime-cost, at one shilling and six-
pence or at one shilling and nine pence for the
gallon, and the sale from three to five shillings for
the same measure, will .am'ply‘defray insurance
and freight, and leave sufficient profit to the
merchant. R I

- Liquorice is consumed in England more
largely than the culturé of it in the British
islands supplies; annual imports from other parts
of Europe furnish the remaining wants of Lon-
don. -The plant, from the 1?00t of which it is
extracted, is found in Bengal,- both wild and
~cultivated; and inspissated juice might be pre-

- pared sufficiently cheap to. bear the fc.h'ayi"ge;s‘ of
- transport to Europe. Another root, which En-

gland imports from distant countries, is a na-
tive of India, and has been thence transferred
to the West-Indian islands. ~ We allude to gin-
ger, ‘which is cultivated in every part of Ben-

gal, and which can be conveyed .to - Europe
_cheap enough to undersell the produce of other
- countries. But neither this, nor the object last-

mentioned, are of sufficient magnitude to detain
us from' the consideration of more. important
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‘No argument occurs against the probability of
‘annotto, maddet, coffee, cocoa, ¢ochineal, * and
even ‘tea, thriving in British India.  The coun-
tries, in which the English hold either dominhion
or paramount mﬂuence, fiom Heridivar to Capée
‘Comorin, -afford opportunity for experiment in
soil and climate similar to those in which these
produicts are obtained in other countries. It is
well known to the naturalist, that many of the
birds, insects, and indigenous plants, of India,
are- foxind'i'n’ South Ameiica; hence seems to
arise an incontrovertible’ argument, that the soﬁ
and : climate “must be sumlar in whatever is
essential to the production of ‘those articles

| *Gince this was written, (in 1794,) the cochineal-insect has
been brouglit to India, from the Brasils, by Captain Neilson.
The spmt and patnotxsm of that gentleman (now deceased)
should ‘Teceive its due prane but unfortunately, the insects,
~ which te “bmught ‘were of an mf'enor sort, covered with cot-
tony down, andknown by the name of Grana Sylvestra in the
European market. They were, nevertheless, réared with carg,
and plantations of opuntia soon rose in &very part of Bengal,

The expenment seems to have been attended with disappoint=

ment, notwuhstandmg the hxgh price of cochineal in Great
. Britain. - Tlie'chief cause of its failure appears to be, ‘that the

platit s ‘too quickly destroyed by the insect. If a better ",

mzmagement be adopted, ‘and the other %vanety of this insect
- beobtained from South America, or if 'the matives of Bengal
'be induced to engage’ in this enterprise, - Europe may, here-
‘ affer, be supphed with cochineal from Indja to the full extent of
s wants,

thch
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which South ° Amenca now furnishes. . That
India might rival China ‘™ the productions
which are, at present, excluswely supplied: by-
that empire, is- not, perhaps, so highly -pro-
bable *; but, until expectation be dxsappomted
by actual- trials, made under other . circum~

. stances than the discouragements which we at

present lament, it is reasonable to hope, that, in
favourable circumstances, every article  which
we have indicated might be introduced - with
success. ' |

The plant, from the seeds of which annotto
s prepared; by separating the colouring-matter
which adheres to them, is already cultivated in
Bengal. We are unacquainted with the history
of i its introduction into this provinee, but it cer-.
tamly appears to be exotic. 'Trials have been
made with this drug in the English maxket,_ “but.
they do not seem to have been attended with
sufficient success to warrant the spirited prose-
cution of the enterprise; . although some speci-
mens of annotto from Bengal equalled the best

C ORIt haq been asserted, we do not know with what degree of
accmacy, that the tea-plant grows wild on the 1sland of Silan.
This circumstance tends to confirm our opmlon, that itis prac-
tlcablc to mlroduce the culture of tea mto Bnmh Indla. » ’

03‘ P ﬂmt,.
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that is_imported from Spanish Amenca* As
the plant is perennial, and thrives with little care
~or choice of soil, the culture of it may become
‘m01e general, when the Dbest method of pre-
paring the drug” shall have been ascertained
by judicious trials and confirmed by successful
© experience. '

- Coffee-plants have thriven in botanical and
. private gardens throughout-Bengal. It is even
said, that the plant has been found wild in forests
bordering - on this province; but the sorts
which have been here cultivated were imported
from Arabia and from the Freneh islands. Good

coffee has been gathered, but in quantities too

~small for a sufficiént trial of it; and no commer-
cial experiment, so far as we are informed, has
_ been yet made to ascertain whether it can be
furnished cheap enough to rival the produce

.of the West-India 1slands in the markets of

Emope

Mddder (or mote. plopelly mayth for the

Indian sort is different from the dyel s rubia) is
a natwe of the mountamous 1601ons Wthh bor-

1~ Annotto, sold at the Company s March sales, in 1795,
aver aged three shxlhngs apound; the best sold for six shillings
~ and six pence. Spamsh annotto usually fetches from six to seven
shillings for a pound.’ R

der

-
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h)

~der on ‘Bengal. - Yor several years past, mayt’h

has been annually exported to England, and has

fetched half the: pricé':of Smyrna and Dutch

madder-roots, . If it were cultivated in India,
instead of being carelessly gathered from plants, -

“which grow -wild - in the forests of Morang, its
" quality would doubtless be improved by culture,
‘and also by care in the drying of the roots,

and it would " bettex uva.l the madder of

: Eulope.

Bengal aheady possesses many othel objects,
Wluch would - be bloucrht into notice by a more
extended commerce. Red saunders and sapan
wood, imported from’ other parts of ‘India, are
used - for dunnage in'the present trade ;. true
sandal-wood might likewise be so employed, if it -
can, at any. future period, be brought to Bengal
sufficiently cheap: other sorts of colommg or
fragrant wood, which:are actually found in these
p10v1nces, .might -be applied to ‘the same use,
and - might, : consequently, be - tlanspmted to
Eulope free of . any expense: for. freight. " In
default of these, .wood for the: cabmct—makex

~ may answer the purpose of dunnage;; itisalr eady

ascertained, that “satin-wood, "and . other orna-

~ mental isorts: ﬁom ‘Bengal, - Thave been tned m
ﬁ Enghnd and have been hwhly approved

o e 04 S B@Sid@g ‘
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Besides those which we have -already indi-
catéd, various drugs used in dying are now ex-
ported to England, and might: be furnished
more abundantly if the . price of freight “were
lowered. It may be sufficient to ‘enumerate

galls, turmeric, safflower,: or carthamus; and to ;

propose myrobalans, which are here used in
preference to- galls, ; for. various : purposés, . for
which astringent substances are required; roots
of morinda, which dye a very permanent colour
on cotton; and blossoms of the sorrowful
nyctanthes, thch gwe a duxa,ble colour to

‘ sﬂk

Gum-uxablc, and many other soxts of' gum

wh1ch are requisite in’ various English manu-

factures, - and " resins, which: might be usefully

- employed, are the produce of trees that. grow
spontancously . in Bengal. .- We do. not notice
‘medicinal gums, althoucrh these likewise abound
in India and in contiguous ' countries, - because

the demand for them is: limited, and they can

well affmd the highest freight. ~ For the same

reason we leave unnoticed other mediginal drug gs;

thouOh many sorts, which have found a place
in the modern Materia: Medica, - and ‘others,
“which ought, - pelhaps, to ‘be. adnntted there, |

abound in BenO'dI ST

' P .Vegetable,'
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- Vegetable - oils, which- England imports from

othel countries, - might be. supplied - from thesg
provinces, especially.-linseed-oil. * Flax - might,
perhaps,. be prepared in Bengal, and yival .the
imports from the north of Europe in the British

market; hemp, too, may be prepared from the
“plant already cultivated here for a different pus-

pose, and relieve Great Britain from_the heavy

tribute’ wh1ch he1 commel ce and navy NOW pay
to Russia, S e

B Ti‘nca]’,* brought from the mountains of Tibet,
is among the present exports of: Bengal; hut, if
we are not misinformed, most of it passes into
Holland to be there refined. - The English
chemists are now said to possess the art of re-

fining borax equal to that of the Dutch process,”
“and London might become the mart for this ars

ticle. It Has been' exported from: Bengal in a

‘purified state, - and: wassold in FnOland for

twelve pounds: ten shillings .per cwt, m, 1795,
when “English refined ‘borax . fetched - fifteen
pounds, ‘but it was - subject to.the same - dis+-
couraging duty with ‘Dutch borax.i “We shalt

not’ plesume to - owe any opmlon 1eoaldmo the

policy: of .continuing this heavy duty on an ar-

ticle, which could cer mmly be drawn exclusiv ely .
_to England,’ by permitting : the- unpmtation of

boxa\ that has been 1eﬁned in Bengal. - Yo
R Vegchblc
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Veoetable and ‘mineral alkalis may “become a
consxdemblﬂ object of commerce. : The: fossile
alkali is found in abundance and the ,Woods of
Bengal would furnish pot-ash in great quantities
Some - is’ already ‘exported - to - England ;- more
would be:sent " thlthel were the ﬁezght modew

S S PN
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The prepjalation of sal ammoniac can be con-

nected advantageously with the manufacture of -

salt—petle, or be separately pursued to a much

| greater extent than -at present. - Several other
“materials - required for. British - arts. and: manus
" factures might also be plepaled m Benoaﬂ by a

_chemlcal plOCCSS. B T IS U 1

; “;,{-,i,:v-.,

manufactules, and ‘her. solicitude for extending
them, regards finished works, which give. em-

‘ ployment ‘to numerous ‘manufacturérs, and, at

the same . time,’ add - mO}e to- the value of the

raw matenal than-the’ mere price of their lar

bour. . Intermediate prepalatmns, for - which

| machmely is substituted ‘in’ ‘place of manual las
bour,” or to which the latter cannot in England

be applied so as to add’ more - than the price of

_labour to the value of the materials; do nof con-
stitute a. manufactuxe ‘of; Whlch Great Bntam :

can be Jea_lous. - This. obsexvatlon, seems appliz
DTV cable

The Jealousy of' Great Bntam respectmg her

£
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cable to cotton-yam which the British manu-
facturer might receive, in pxefelence to cotton-
wool, for such manufdctmes as admit. of ‘yarn
being prepared out of the verge of his own su-

’ penntendence It is well known ‘that cotton-

wool from India has been appwved in Europe;
zmd among "the many various - sorts of cotten
grown in these provinces, whatever sort may be
found best suited to -the wants of the British

~manufacturer would become an ObJGCt of exten-
sive cultivation. - But, since cotton-wool occus

pies much tonnage in proportion to its weight,

it is desirable that it should receive: a prepara- -

tion which would greatly dnmnlsh the charges
of tlancportatlon. : LU da

»Bntam cannot be so eagelly ambitious of more
employment for the industry of her native sub-
jects as to refuse the admission of silk iVOi{ﬁd
at foreign filatures.  Yet, to this supposed case,
the commerce of cotton is sum]zu ; and British
manufacturers can have no better obJectlon to

- the importation of  cotton-yarn than they Would
A have to tlnt of sxlk—thlead - g

" Toa govemment enhovhtened as that 1s, by

, :Whlch British India is admxmstel ed, it cannot be
a tuﬂxno' consideration to pxowde employment ‘

for
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for the 'poorest: classes. No public provision .
now- exists in these provinces to relieve the
wants, of the poor and helpless. ‘The only em-
ployment ‘in which widows and female orphans,
incapacitated for field-labour by sickness or by
their rank, can earn’'a subsistence, is by spin-
ning, and it is the only employment to which
the females of a family can apply themselves to
maintain the men, if these be disqualified for
laheur by mﬁmuty or by any other cause. Te
all it is a resource, which, even thc)ugh it may
not be absolutely necessary for their subsistence,
contubutes, at least, to relieve the distresses of
the poor.. Their distresses are- certainly great;
and among none greater than among the many
decayed families which once exuoyed the com-
forts of life. - These are numerous in India; and,

~ whether they be entztled to the par ticular conm
s1dexatxon of government or not,  they have cer-
tamly a clzum on its humanity.

| Iﬁ ‘t»his’view, it app'earsfessential to encourage
an occupatlon which is the sole resource of the
he}pless poor. . That such encouragement would
supply commercial advantages to Ellg}g;}d, we

think can be also-proved. For this pm'posé, it -
‘mxoht be shewn that cotton-yarn could be im-
- ported 1 mto Ilngland from Bengal cheapex than
‘cot;tanfwogl Lawc quantities of linen ‘and

S ‘woollen
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woollen yarn are admitted, duty free, from Ires
fand. * If it be not considered as injurious to the
manufacturing-interest of Great Diitain to per
mit the impdrtation of linen and woolten yarn, °
Why discourage that of cotton-yarn fiom Ben=
gal by a bieavy duty, besides all the other im-
pediments which we have so often occasion to,
notice? |

* Many dyes and medicinal drugs, as well as
aromatic seeds and other grocery now import-
ed into England from the south of Europe and
from the Levant, could be qupphed from India*.
It is not neccssary to the argument that, for
these and other articles which we have indi-
cated, it should be shewn that British India
could undersell every other countr y from which
Great DBritain is now supplied; nor that each
article, separately conSidered, would become an

* As we have restricted ourselves to treat of one part only
of British India, we have not noticed many objects, the con-
“sideration of which would have led us far from Bengal. It
may suffice to remark that Indna does furnish aloes, assafeetida,
benzoin, camphire, cardamums, cassia-lignea, and cassia-buds,
arrangaes, cowries, China-root, cinnabar, cloves, cinnamon,

- nutmegs, mace, elephant’s teeth, gums of various sorts, mo-

ther of pearl, pepper, (quicksilver and rhubard from China,)
§4g0, scammony, senna, and saffron; and might furnish anise,
cenander, and cumen, seeds, and many other objects whnch
it would be tedzous to enumerate. ‘

important
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important -object .of commerce: . collectively,
they might become a source of wealth to these

provinces. . That England ought not to discou-.

rage the commerce of her own subjects and
tmbutaues, in favour of forelcrn nations, is an

axiom which need only to be stated " to be ad-
mltted L b R ’
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