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 conneétion of the following work.

~ fetting this defign on foot, are exerting all

| g effect of the hononrable and interefting views

in fome meafure, inrerrupt our courfe ‘to the

Il andcandidlight. NS

- ‘.
. . =

Y HERE is a kind of neceflity of
* faying fomething by way of Preface,
o B 7 in order to’elucidate a certain point,
i} of very great importance, Which hath not
 ftriétly a right to break into the order'and -

© “The Durcs, as was expe@ed on the fift
their art and induftry, to elude the force and’

of thofc'gentlemen, who have fo ardently el
poufed the caufc of the Brrrisn FsHERY.
. And though the Durch ground their notion
of the event on miftaken principles, yer, as ..
“they feem warm in their opinions, and ‘may,
glorious goal 5 it may not be impertinent here
to fet the ftate of things ‘between us in'a fair
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However the dxf [pute may have tumed io the

pﬂ.mal minds of contending people, which was
formerly argued between M. Selden and Gro- -
 tins, relating to our dominionin the Bri. ifly {eas

yet the Datch will not prefume, that we wave

“our right to fith in fight of .our own coafts ;
‘or that we have. {6

vindicafe fuch-an‘abfurdity 5 and therefore |

fhall 'beg leave to conclude, that our right is

unqueﬁxonable, and theirs, at the beft, doubt-

- ful.. Inthis light then,  the peopleof lfalfand
-~ can’t juftly complain, - if
“deavours to’ encourage umve:fal mduf‘try a-

mongﬂ: ourfelves ‘and thereby, at the fame
time, procure wealth and. happmefs It would
be evidently. parnal to. reafon. Jagainft it; ef-

: ~ pecially when we' muft be confidered as their.

good friends,, nexghbours, and allies - and thag

we have {ubmitted.more. than once to have our )

poor. fithermen. maletreated, by them.on. our,
owncoafls; and, while’ ‘many. thoufands havc;
wanted bxcad, havc condefcended to. let the

; Dunb fatten on more than two hundired: milli«
.~ ons fferling, pick’d up by a laudable induftry
. onour coafts 5 wherewith, one would, think,

they. ought. to be pretty well fatisfied, . or at

| leaft admit that their conduét has, bcen Very.

mcgulan and unnexghbourly, and.-that they
thould, endeavous {olicitoufly for the furure,

to rfcompenfe their former behavxour by a~{

mcndmg .

ifeited our right, byhymg ‘
~in, as we think at leaft, a juft claim: T fay, I
~ apprehend they-eannct find another Grosisé to

we ufe our beft en-

\<-r'“>*‘ B

Il: is vcly edfy to fay, that their ﬁate is upon .
the decline, ‘and has hardly any other fupport‘ '
than the Herrmg and Cod Fifberys 3 burl hope
they will not attempt to prove from thence,
“thateither we are richer, in a better courfe of
commcrce, are lefs in dcbt, -or. that our poor o
~ought to be ftarv’d, tolet thCll' peoplc lxve in
plcnty 'md aﬁiucnce. R T

CAs thxs pomt refpe&s the aﬂ"ms of Eurape, in
confecuence of theforceand g powers of theftand-
ing alli ltance between two nations, who affiétto
be engaged in fimilar interefts, more perhaps .
may befaid than is immediately pertinentto the
- fubjet; butin general it all refolves itfelf into
‘the previous reafoning 3 and the queftion only -
* feems to be, not whether we ought to efteem
the intérett of Hplland as our own, but ‘whe-
ther wefhould prefer it to our falvatxon 2

“Inthe ﬁrﬁlxght I am wthg to ]om 1ﬂ’uc
with thern, and am apprehenﬁve tha: the mi- -

- niftry may be of the fame opinion.. . But-I -

- hope no body will agree, that becaufe we are

- willing that the Du#ch fhould havethe benefic o
of our fithery, and their own mduftry- that
. therefore we muft preclude ourfelves and, like

mlfcrablecaptlves, look tamely on, whllc they’:
revel qQn the produéts of the ,Brzfz_/b mines,
And to fhew them that T am as"much their
fnend asany ‘confiderate Briton in his fenfes can
wall asa matter of my own head, make

| chem the followmg propofal . -
A2 L

" .
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L That the Dutcb fubfcnbe lnto the bank of
’ England an equxvalent to- our pmpofcd ,

capltal

- -II That the number of buﬂ'cs on the fame" a

Fxﬂlery be equal

o III That thc Dutch fubmxttmg to be go-”

~verned entirely by the free fithery compa-

o - ny at London, fhall have leave to repack
S ’the;r fith, at the company’s ftaplein Scoz-,
. dandy and enjoy all the privileges. andxm-—

munities of Englifbmen, except the pur<

- i‘,ff*chaﬁng of -lands by non-xeﬁdents. o

. i!}V That therefhall be onecommon capntal o

jomt ﬁock ~and coparmerfhxp. L

V That any otber prote{’cant pation may_,
- be included, and employ on the fame fith-

o .ery a number of buffes in proportion to’
o ,‘jf what they conmbutc to the capxtal

' VI That the govemmcnt thall be frec in
o the fame manner as the Haufe were for- g

; -_‘fmcrly, and as independent as the dlgmty .
- of the Britifh crown, and nature of the
~ Britifh conttitution will admit, as far as
. the making their own laws fhall extend,

- when approvd by the kmg and hls Ju-”
ﬁ:xces,_., ER ST ‘

VII

(7)

; VIL That thereupon a mutual fnendfhlp,i

| amxty, and alliance, fhall take: place be-

~tween  the refpe&:lve parties, but' purc]y'v}v‘g_- . |

5 relatwc to the faxd ﬁihcncs._{ L

) ;VIII That in all cafes of dxfputes, whcre :

. the parties concerned are of different na-

- - tions, the juries fhall be compofed accord-

- ingly. ‘Bat inthe general cohcern of
- the fitheries, all complaints thall be regus

L  lated by the governor, {J¢. of the compa— -
. myin Londan, by appeal s

.Iv{f‘IX That all thc 1ntereﬁed natlons fhall}'_ :
- have their agents or advocates in London,

~who fhall be paxd out of the common
ﬁock : .

: X And ﬁnally, each contra&mg natlon_
fhall have the benefit of the common
ﬂ:ores and of the town, harbour, and con=,
veniencies for- retreatmg to, for. fupply
of provifions and neceﬂ'anes and for ORI
ﬁmng their veﬁ'ﬁls B

Iapprehend this s a ﬂ:ght 1mprovement on

" the fcheme for feparate. chambers on a jeint
ftock, and may, with the aid of a little good
"dxgcﬁ:on, anfwer a more important end.than :

“.Ichufeat prefentto explam ; butatall events,
‘has this certain truth for its bafis: That tho’:
“we are not extremely fatisfied in being treated

as
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as the greatelt ideots in. Europe, yet have natu-

rally fo happy a temperature of mind, and ge--
nergfityy as. o confent, . that: our neighbours

may be rich atiour expence, : if they can be
content, that we may.participate of what we
alone are entituled to. This furcly is not partial
‘ropfning 5 -more éfpecially. when we are un-
queftionably affured, that it isin our power to.

- command what terms we pleafe, “But as'Mr.
- e Witte has lomewhere faid, any.common-
- Weglth may ‘earrya. point againgt us; if they
- are ‘obftinate.and determined 5 becaule a Bri-
¢ifh miniftry are naturally too indolent or pu-

Ailanimous tocontend with difficulties; which
in.their eyes, are a:kind “of rolling rorrents,
- that.bear. dewn'all before them, I miuft ho-

~neftly confefs, ithatin this, as' in many other

“cafes, a Jittle national magnanimity would not

‘be much amifs in a Court or Miniftry ; becaule
“whese refolution and reGtitude, unite, aét, and
_ qperate together;, f{uccels generally follows;
andthe honoar and intereft of: a nation isthen

properly preferved.” b

' In the thanher thm‘th‘étl have ftated this, -

1 hope every unprejudiced mind will fee, that

~our intentionisnot to hurt the common caufe, -
by any.attempt, o ruin or reduce the Durch,

but Lo improve the wealth”of both nations,

and-fo firmly to unite us'in the fame bands or
alliance, :as ‘neither time nor accident, can, in

all-human  probability, feparate.
Dntioiro o unina ISR (4

- _thieving, for want of bett

‘ fepatgb]e comineércial allian
. ciprocally benefic eac
“ protection and encouragenien

o T

families of the parties concerned,

(o)
)y .
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. IF the Dausch are not confenting to this, we

~€annot avoid oblerying on what partial piine
- ¢iplesithey reafon . Forfuppofing it WEre truey

that the Dutsh: were declined: in: their \coms
merce, and it was.as true that we were in@

Tich and healthy ftate 5 have they not raught
. -us more than once, that felf-intereft is the
‘prime motive of action ? But :

, tive of action 2 But if neither be
true, as, in. facl, they are not; and that we
‘bave half a million_ of . people begging or

eremploy; thall we

not be allowed to purfue the firft law of na-
tare, felf-prefervation? Or, if they areinear~
neft, fora common proteftant union,’ as they
feem to affedt, is there amore natural and juft

way of attainingit, than b

falling Intoan in-

, nd enco ity as cannot well
fail of | p‘roducmg very: happy ¢

Liand

- Inthis flate there cun be rio advantage taken
of each other; their views will be the fame,
the expences alike, and the markets uniform
and fteddy ; and each greater gainers thanthe
can pofiibly be on contentious principles, The
wealth acquired will proportionably blefs ‘the

~induftry of the refpective contraéting nations,

and be returned home for the benefit of the

This, I “appx\"éhena,‘ vto}b’e the 'fai‘réﬂ:*vv]ight‘:u_ L

- ‘we can put itin, ‘to prevent the leaft thadow
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' of complaint from thofe, who, in this affair,
i?ci;)?ﬁtkf ‘think of - no,b’ody ‘but’ themfelves,

and who may, by this, fee; that they are dif-

puting with:a nation 'who aré generous enough

" to confider their friends and allies as inv'o‘lv‘,’d‘ |

" in one aud the fame common intereft. * -

2

AN
~ Historrcarand CRITICAL

OF THE -

i

 Britifp Fisuunrrs,

HE intention of reviving. the long dormant.
 ftate ‘of the Britifb: fifhery, is-to opena new
- channel of commerce, always prefumed. ex-
. tremely beneficial, often vainly attempted, and--
- now, if not impeded by fome extraordinary and
‘diftinguifhed political legerdemain, in a fine way, not on-
ly to be recovered, but'to be carried to the -utmoft ftate
of perfetion, whereof things of ‘this natureare capable..
For I 'doubt not but the principles we fhall lay down are
true, the reafonings upon. them juft, and .the conclufions
happy. T
~ 'There are few who concern themf(elves in a knowlege .
- of what is doing in the world, but have heard, that a bill
was lately depending in parliament, for the reviving, en.
“eouraging, and carrying into execution, a planform’d for
~a regular fithery in the north of Scot/ands nor bur what
have been generally acquainted with the great utility there- -
of to this nation; provided that it met with fuitable en.
couragement from the Legiflature, and to be conduéted
by men of skill and honour.. The reafon of the bill's
not pafling was, as I apprehend, principally owing to the
_ like circumftances as now enﬁgages the hanourable p‘g;fqns,
e = | - whe'
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. riorito ‘what $pain has -acqui

'

engrofs and improve it into {o

% It may be iférharléed, that this: was-

ftate and condition of the fifh
" felves and - our neighbours, regularly down,

'pqufzggs-.thes‘»laudablelc'xam_‘plf_e of hig grandfather 5 but wi
‘further back, and did act chufe to treat the public with

o : derftanding

(}jlzix

vi?ho interelt themfelves deeply in this affair, to publith

the following lights. They.could not early enough in the -

Teffions procure all the neceflary materials; for the making
of themfelves perfeét mafters of the fubje& 5 and indeed
were they inclin’d to fhew what labour, afliduity, and ex-
pence, it has been attended -with, it may rather be matter
of admiration, how they were able to furnifh themfelves

{o foon, -than that they were not prepared earlier. But
" now that point is carried; they appr '

ehend their difcoveries

of fo much confequence to the in
sménts of all mankind, both:as to the praéticability and
inii)oftanéé of this invaluable undertaking, that they con-
ceiveit at once-both their duty and their intereft, to make
the fame univerfally known; and whieh is here attempted
in the moft orderly and confpicuous,manner imaginable.
" The firft lights that prefent, refpecting the nature, ge-
nius, and ceconomy of the Britifb herring and cod-fitheries,
appear, in.the ftatutes of Edward 111, *, and is there fo
well. digefted; and the Jaws fo rightly confidered .and. a-
dapted, that therefrom, and from fome fubfequent . infti-
tutions of the Englifp parliament, of not a much later
date, - thofe ‘meafures have been art
induftrioufly purfued by o
Provinces, which has furnifhed them with wealth, fupe-
red by the American mines,
fupported them in throwing o
‘and has made:them truly High:a
{o ‘good 2 foundation laid here, ;
wealth and profperity of this natipn ; the fame gradually
declined, and dwindledinto the flate we arenow attempt-
ing to’retrieve it from; and how the Hollanders came to
high a degree of perfeéti-

on, -will appear inits proper place. . I fhall here, for or-

der fake, begin at the foun
v whereby,
with the aid of proper femarks, annotations,. _
ings, 1 hope to reduce the fubjet {o perfetly to the un-
_ﬂot the elarigin of -the ﬁﬂzczy;

for it is in ane-of sthefe ftatutes intimated,
but we have no records

of O0yr OWRe-
AT

forming of the judg--

fally- contrived, and
ur neighbours of the Unizep

ff the yoke of that power, -
nd Mighty. - How, after.
for the -increafing of .the:

tain head, end fo trace the.
ery, both as it regards our-

and reafon-

ithat the King only therein

meer {urmifes -

(137"

derftariding of all men, and to- make my countrymen (3

* eléarly matters of it, that if it has do other prefent effe,

it may ftand as a laiting' and perpetital monument of our
negligence, andof the high complifance we fo generounf-
ffZ‘r pay our neighbours, at the expence of our own wel:
Our Edward the Third was the greateft, nobleft, and
_Our Edward ird was- the 1, nobleft, and
‘t.ru:e('{: Eff,glz'//‘)‘mﬁqnarch that ever r’eﬁgu’d.’ ‘H'e'mia'd’éi his
uccefsful’ wats operate to the great ends of introducing
magu’fa&un‘es,‘.an& the encouragement of “domeflick
trade, and foreign commerce to as highi a pitch as the na-

. ture, genius, and skill of the times could poffibly adinit,

He brought over the Flemings, who firft taught ouf an.

: :’:ﬁ‘grs ‘to work ‘up their wool into fine ‘goods ; and, for
ght we can difcover to the_contrary, -was the firft King’

who thought of making the neighbouring ocean an{wer

-+ all the happy parpofes which conld be ' m’

o @l the ha arpe ‘ nld be expetted from ¢
x ,?oﬂ’gﬁi:m of gold and filver mines. In his reign _tHe'r}: :
- o;«; x{ve fix our date, and there find thofe wife inftitotions,
. which has produced all'thofe glorious confequences in fa-.

vour-of the Hollanders, as is iouh i

vour of the f ler previoufly mentioned. = .
b Th.? firk ftacute-we find was made in the 31ft year of
'l?l r;lgn, and is by way of pre-eminence and diftinétion,.
called- the Statute of Herrings. It is thereby diredt-.

ced, ¢ That no Herrings be bought or {old at fea till the

¢ fithers be ¢ome into the haven wi ei 1 '
‘ th t the .r:z.xble of the fhip be draw‘x:htoﬂt]}?erl};:c';’tng’ and:
ad}')l;}r:s r{)”/i}:ti;iﬁﬂ ;]he _ﬁu_t:b have made their ewn, and.
t,h‘ig pbfnt}.?e/ony. that r;&-nefs,_- )as to makc a failure in.
Preat Yarmouth ‘was, in thofe days, t ‘principal, . if.
not the pnly mart gf fair, wheretg»alftbe}il‘iefhgigfég:kééﬁ
:}md wheére al! dealings for Herrings were tranfadted, for
éc;)mccon umprinn or for foreign niarkets. This appears by |
Chapeer the fecond of the fame ftatate, and will be thewnr -
he.re@‘t.ﬂr_ to be of the utmoit confequence, that no more -
t i one mar: or ftaple thould beadmitted, . . . .
This chapter direéts the order and time of bringing -
andr(ellmg of herring at Yarmouth fair. It dire&s, that
fix fcore fhall be accounted to the hundred, and to the -
aft'ten houfand, which is the rule the Dutch now go by. -
Lt likewife afcertains the ‘price, and adjufts the gt" ﬁy. -
which fhall be made of each laft.  This article is }S;éfég .
- Bz . tended

o a o &
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t:mled t2 by the Dutch, nor can be follow'd in. any new
_inflit ution. of our. own.. The Barons of the Cingue
Ports are: conftituted to govern the fuir of Great Yar-
¢ mouth, and are to follow the ordinances by the ftatute

RN -

« direéted. . Tbe prefent mode of the Dutch is fomewbhat

' . ﬁfmlm‘, and for reafons which will be bereafter given,

¢ Jomething of the like kind muft be dove,  to regulate our

¢ future fifberies by. ~And it is by the third ftatute of the
s fame year direfled, in order to prevent foreftalling the

¢ market, and confequent]y raifing the price of the Here
¢ rings, that the fame fhall be fold between fun andfuns

¢ and actually agreed for before they be delivered out of
< the fhip. The penalty is the forfeiture of the fith, and
¢ imprifonment durmg the pleafure of the King and
¢ council.’

- ¢ The 35th of Edward TIL: recxtes the precedmg ﬁa-'

¢ tutes, and ena&s againtt (elling privily, or by covin, of
¢ that 4 fecond chapman fhall' deal, before the firft that
¢ offers has either finithed, or qumed bargammg
© By the 22d of  Edward IV. chap. 2d. it is ena&ed
¢ That each barrel of herring 'fhall contain thutytwo gal-
“ lons. ‘That the filh fhall be of one time, taking, and
¢ falting, and be fo packed; and in all part of the barrel
" ¢ alike,  on fo:felture of three ﬁullmgs and four pence
¢ each barrel.”
N B. The Datch mﬁltutlons on this head wﬂlbe taken
notice of inthe proper place.
It is likewife by thé fame fatute ena&ed
chlef officers of boroughs, &¢. fhall appoint fearchers,
to fearch and gange veflels of fifh, and to fee that they
keep their lawful meafure, and affize, . accordmg to the
ordinances aforefaid.’

| offender is [ubjelt to wery fevere penaltics. -

. The 1+th of Henry VII. chap. 23. récites the above
ftitute, < and fettles the fees of gavgers, and fearchers,

¢ and conftitutes them the a&ual packers for foreign. or

¢ coaft markets, with pmalues annext, m ca{'c ‘of fraud -

* or'negligence. = . ‘
‘By -the sth of ~Elizabeth, chap 4th, it s ena&ed
_" “That herrings, {c. exported abroad in- Shms of Euglifp

¢ fubjeéls, thall be free from payment of: any cuftoms, .

fubﬁdy, or poundage money , .
By

s That the

- This’ la/z‘ Article the Dutch carefully adbere to, mzd the

R N R s o

thereby further ena&ed,

Cry)

By the 13th of Elizabeth, chap, 11. the. a‘bovemeu- :

‘-uoned .act is continued for a limiited term,. and it 1s
-« That no veflels; :during" the’

< time of .the fithing for Herrings, fhall.drive . -amongft -
the fithers, to interrupt -them'in, their filhing, and: da- -

£
¢ maging.their nets, under the penaltles thereinexprefled.
4

¢ And the aflize. of Herring barrels is thereby fettled ax

‘.32 gallons, wine meafure, which is abogt 28 ga]lonsoidf

¢ ftandard ; and the Herring to be: well- packed “And no

s ger, efpecially Sorti/b and Flemifb.':

. From the contents of this ftatute it ev;dently appeara 2

that the Fleming s were entered into the Herring fithery,

and that the cautions abovementioned were ufedin favour-
‘ - And it may not be arnifs-to remark -here,
~ thatas Scot/and was then a divided kingdom from us, we

of ourfelves.

could not avail ourfelves of that coaft, as we may do now'
we are an united people. . It may likewife not be impro-

. per to note, that the Scots were never deemed very for-

ward and induftrious in'their own country, and. as they

were, about this time, involved in: inteftine troubles, it
can’t be well fuppofed, ‘that they were any fignificant im-
pediment to the rifing commerce of the Flemings'in this
- branch.
Queen Elizabeth, and her mlmﬁry, had commercial views
of quite another nature,. which it may not be ufelefs to
The Hanfe towns were:

It may be likewife - matenal to -obferve, that

the prefent fubjeét to explain.
then the common traders of Earope, and-ufurped fo much

to themfelves, as'not to fuffer any merchants out of their-
own fraternity, to fettle or trade in any of their own,"
of in the neutra] ‘ports, or inland:towns" of Germasny.
They had a Staple at London, in the S’teel_yara’ dnd all the:

:Queen

trade, as factors; €F¢. in their own haunds,

‘ ',‘ fith to be cured in Eugland, that'is caught bylany ﬁrau—

Mary firft begun to check them, by increafing the duties.. |

" Queen Elizabeth improv'd on this plan, axd added more,’

" They, upon this, rebelled, and: were turn’d out of the
. kingdom, and our own" merchants thereupon cncouraged\
‘The Hanfe hiad intereft enough in:Gér-+
many to oppole this, and did oppofe it with violence ‘and -
‘Therefore the Qxeen took their fhips, and, by
In fine, be-:

- fore the end of her. reign; fhe rumed them, and eftablith-,
~ ed her own merchants i and’ thercby laid the foundatmn'i

to fettle abroad.:

fuccefs,
degrees, brought them into better temper.
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" of that flourifhing condition we have fince appeared in.
“This grand ‘commercial fcheme, and the wais fhe wasen-
~ gaged in° with Spain, poflibly took up the chief attention

&f her miniftry. - And as the filhery views could not be

~ equally extenfive as now, becaufe we had not Scorlands

nor equally benéficial, as the Dutch ports lay ‘more ¢on-
wenient for the eaft country, where was the capital Hers

¥ing market, tho' France then was a pretty good ones
and as the' Dutch were attempting to throw off theyoké
of the houfe of duftria;, 4nd could not well attend to any
_thing but their proper defence, -and  a kind of domefti¢
commerce, it is very probable, thatthey, about this time,

eftablithed themlelves in the Herring fifhery ; for it will-
appear evident, by fome fubfequent ¢ircumftances, thaf;

in the next reign, they made a'much greater figure than,
it has been tremark’d, that they ever did before, or fince.
This may have been owing, in a great meafure, to that
pufilanimity of {pirit which appeared in Elizabeth’s {uc-
ceffor, and to a certain invincible tenacioufnefs of the

Duteh, whereby they have ever furmourited the greateft ‘
obftacles, and overcome the moft perplex’d difliculties,
Thefe things confidered, it is not very hard to account -

for their rife and progrefs in this important branch of
eommerce ; not by a parity of reafoning for the decline

of it on our part. -~ For altho’ it’s more than probable,

that their prefumption did not carry ‘them into any ex-
tremities, during the reign of that immortal princefs, yet

we fhall fhew, that fhe had not long left us for a more

glorious ftate, than our .good friends the Hollanders af-
fumed  to themfelves, ‘ina very extraordinary manner,
what neither they, nor any other nation, durft have done
inherreign. oo

and his temper and difpofition came to be founded by the

foreign emiffaries refiding here, that fpirited glory' which

Elizabeth had diffufed around, began gradually to wear

off. ' The terror of the Englih name fabfided, and not
only thofe we had before fatally wounded, butthofe alfo”
whom we had preferved, were alike determined towave:
all fentimeats of juftice and honour, and to do every act
in their power; that might rzife their own, and deprecie

are the reputation of Brifain. ‘The great {pirits of the

PV

.~ On'the ai"cenﬁonié“f _7;5;;;;;, I to the throne of England,

former reign, which yet furvived, perceiving into what a -

-« | (17) |
commiferate ftate of indolence we were falling, -exerted
their beft faculties, though in vain, to preferve a finking
nation, Among the reft, and as of fuperior talents, to.
moft in that, or in any time fince,  Sir Walter Raleigh
appear’d as the advocate of his country 3 he entered into
a regular enquiry of the ftate.of our commerce, and of

. that of our neighbours, and addrefling himfelf perfonally:

to the King, he informed him, with a becoming warmth
and zeal, of the deplorable condition into which our-
trade was, in a few years, fallen. He exhibited to the.
view of his fovereign the nature -and genius of com-.
merce ; how it operated towards the welfare of a nation 3
and, in a very evident and diftinét manner, evinced, by
what means . the Duzch were of a fudden rifen, from a. -
poor and diftrefled, to a high and mighty people; and, in.
particiilar, by their conduét in carrying on the Herring

' Fifbery on our. coafts, which he exemplifies by the fols.

lowing wife and judicious remarks.

. Tovcuine Fisuine

¢ The great fea'bufinefs of fithing doth .employ - near.
 twenty thonfand fhips and veffels, and four hundred.
¢ thoufand people are employed. thereby yearly, upon -
¢ your coafts of England, Scotland, and Ireland, with
¢ fixty fhips of war, which may prove dangerous. = . .
-« The Hollanders only,  have about three thoufand
¢ thips to fith withal, and fifty thoufand pegple are em-
< ployed yearly by them, upon your majefty’s coafts of
« England, Scotland, and Ireland. Thefe three thoufand -

¢ fithing fhips and veflels of, the Hp/landers do employ
. * near nine thoufand:. other fhips and veflels, and one

* hundred and fifty thoufand perfons more by fea and
¢ land, to make provifions, to drefs, and tranfport. the, -

.« fith they take, and to return commodities; whereby
¢ they are enabled, and do build yearly a thoufand fhips,
-4 and veflels, having not one timber tree growing in their -

¢« own country, nor -home-bred commodities to lade ope
s ‘hundred fhipss-and yet they have. twenty thoufandthips ..
¢ and veflels, and all employed, . o,
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La ng Henry VII. défirous to make bis kingdom power- »

s ful and rich, by increafe of fhips and mariners, and em=
““playment of his pesples Jent to bis fea coaft towns, moving
s ‘them to fet up-the great and rich fifbing s with promife
e tg give them needful privileges, and to Surnifb them with-

s Jaanis of - mon ey; if  meed were, to-encourage :thems yet

* his people were flack.  © R IR
N l:lsl\})(>szvx)\fir)c'c’_ I have traced this bufinéfs; and made my:
« endeavours known to your majefty,-your noblemen, a-
« ble- merchants; and others, who have fet down under
« their hands, for more affurance, and- 'px"o‘r?x(ed ‘to a’zf-
. burfe large fums of money, for the building "op of a
s firong, rich, dnd.large fea 't.z‘ty,"w‘hlch_y wxll-ng-gn/}:
“s"more firength to your /and, give more comfort, ‘and,do:v
. mofég'oo"a/.gto all your cities and towns, than a/l the com-
« panies of your kingdoms, having fit and needful privi-

- Jeges for the upholding and firengthning of fo weighty:
® and meedful a bufinefs. - S S

¢ For example, twenty bufles built, and put into a
¢ feaport town, where there is not one fhip before, there

s mult-be .to earry, recarry, tranfport,‘.arlxquke }Jroviﬁon
‘e for each bufs, three: fhips, every fhip fetting on work

¢ thirty feveral trades and occupations, and four thoufand

- ¢ perfons by-fea and land ; infomuch that three hundred

« perfons are not able to make one fleet of nets in four .

« months for thie bifles; ‘which is no fmall emyloyment.

¢ Thus by twenty bufles are fet on work perfons by Ieai'. :

e and land, an increafe of eighty.fail of fhips, and above
« one thoufand mariners to one town; where none were.
« before, to take the wealth out of the fea, and to enrich’
¢ ad ftrengthen the land,: only by raifing twenty buffes;

¢ your Majefty’s confideration. T
&'t is .worthy to be noted how neceflary filhermen

¢ then what good one or.two thoufand will do, Tleave to’-

¢ are to the commonwealth, and how ncedful to be ad-

" s yanced and cherifhed, viz. R L
v‘ax:ccgoi taking God’s blefling out of ;he fea, to en;»lchv
® the realm, which otherwife we lofe. = L
s 2. TFor {etting the people on work, -~ .
~ " &3, For making plenty and cheapnefs inthe realm.

© o' 4. For increafing of fhips to make the land powerful.
- ¢ 5. For acontinual nurfery for breeding and mereafmg»n

" ¢ marinerse

6, For

¥ 6. For making employment for all forts of people, 25

~f-lame, and others, from ten or twelve years of age, and
. uApWé.rds’.“j_', N DO \;*, Vi

- ¢ 7. For enriching your Majefty’s coffers;: formerchan-

¢ .dizes, in return for herring and.other fith. ... ...« . .

- ¢ 8. Forthe increafe and.enabling of merchants; which
¢ now droop and decay.”. ..., . . EPTIIEE et

- The fame author; to render, the advantage. made by the
people of the low countrics.more apparent to hisfovereign,

" lays-belore him at the fame time the following particulars

.+ within the found, above ten thoufand lat, ]

relating ta the circulation and effect of their Afhery trade.

- 'They(end y‘&ekéi»ly‘ to Ql/iméarbz/g_b, T" E lb-

L.
¢ bing-flatten, and Dantzick, between thirty /.
¢ and forty thoufand lafts of herrings, which > 62c,000
Srabout L L

" ¢ To Denmark,: Norway, and other parts__

~.“-on the loweft account, and we fend ‘none
- S.into thole countries. = .. . -

¢ tho’ often fell for 20, 24, 30,-and 36/ is; _‘_';'J.“7°.’°QO

¢ To ::Raﬁa,(zi’nbdnge}; Ifuppofe) theY

* Hollanders fend near fifteen hrindred laft, ¢

Celaft.

.. thoufand lafts, at between. fifteen or fixteen(
.¢ pounds.the laft, is about,— ~(we none) - )

¢ Deadluw, Zutphen,., Diventery . Cambden,

£

an e q

¢ laft, . is = (and We.none) P

< .at thirty fhillings the barrel, or eighteen.$
¢ pound the laft, and we fend twenty o thirty

s 27,c00

¢ To Stoad, Hamborough, Bremen, Empden
¢ upon the Elbe, Weafer and Embs, about fix{_ . i 00600

¢ To Cleaveland, Gulickland, up the riversYy. . -

Rbine .and Maine, to" Cologne, Frankfort, {. . -
&c. herring, and other. fifh, two and twenty 440,000
thoufand la, " at twenty pounds the laftis, (.~
——— (and.we none). . .,
¢ Up the Macfe, to_ Leigh, Macefiricht,’

¢ Swoole, and all over Lukeland, is.vended ;‘46"600
*feven: thoufind laft, at twenty. pounds the { - =

c AC‘air(ri‘ea over ‘*".495»000
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s Bty Flanders, up the river Litwerp, and’
« all over the-Arch Dukes dominions; between 5
& gight?and ‘nine thoufand laft, at eighteen \'

ounds, s - 0ne) " - S N
5 K “T6 {Té'o’/'i_ﬁ; in 6ne year, by the Hellanders,

‘-

s

‘ .-‘»ﬁftv":tth‘i)'ﬁﬁﬁd'vléﬁ, at twent sthe § =7 .-
> '«>1a&};‘~“.“";“i," '(and WG,h'ot’a’ hundsed laﬁ) RN BE AR

ey
A R AR 1"”,‘Br‘oiig‘ht:'ov‘e‘i"*‘..' ' 1,4975000 °
s T'o Guilderland, Ariris, Hainanlt, Bra-Yy = -

> 162,000

(and wénone) -

© and ‘Gtlers (befides all other parts'of France) { *

1

‘{old at'twenty’ pounds the

RLES

AW

~

Sy NBThey are fometimes fold at twenty fotr and thirty

L3

‘pounds the laft. - Between Chrijimas and Zvn{the
duties -on herring, afid othér fith'at Rosn'only, the
< laft year of Elizabeth, amounted to fifteen thoufand
_crowns$, as is attefted by Mr. 8. Saviour,{ecretary
to Sir Thomds Parry, thenagerit there, who hi tnd"-

led the bufinefs for pulling down th’e'-_ljg}\pgijl_tfl?‘;n.s’._
¢ Then to what great fums amounted the whole, in
the reflpeive port towns, to enrich ‘the Fremch
¢ King’s coffers, and to all the Kings and States in

«a & o . an

< whd take, cure, andvend them. .

CEY

"« Befides the great quantities vended to the Streights,

« .

o . L
"‘agagq,(\ﬂnl\nva

‘which produces fome hundred’ ‘Fh‘?;“’faf‘d»Po““‘ﬁ‘d?» more
ycariv,‘ ‘is neceflary to ,bE';gmémbergé,, :iz»r{d,'t{je‘“ﬂr?aw
0 be tufned: for the good of -the kingdom, fo whofe f",“
}oaﬁs "07;75," God has fent, rmd giv_q’n_ t;/;efe’ gi‘e_f(;_t‘.lz/eﬁngi,
-and »multitude of riches for-us to take, howfoever it

has been' segleftedy to the burt of thefe kingdoms, that
of money yearly, for fifh taken'in our feas, dnd part of
difhonour to this mation.: - *

‘from whence they raife fo miny millions yearly, that

¢ own

1 s000,000

. Chiflendom to, entich theirs, more ¢fpecially thofe .
and the multitudes expended in' the Low Countries, -

. Walter’s remarks were made in 1618,

‘any nation fhould carry thereout,” fuch ‘gieéat ‘mafles
them fold again to us, which muft .p_e‘e‘d_s;b‘é; ,}g"::g;e‘a)t E
« In'a word, the main-bulk ‘and’ mals of Herrings,

enrich To many other kingdoms, and Jikewife their

C ( z‘l‘ft\i) .
s ewn people,. proceedeth from ,our feas. and Jands, and:
< the return of the ; commodities and coin: they. bring -
¢ home in exchange for fith, and other things, .are fo.
¢ huge, as would require a large difcourfe apart; and all
¢ the amends they make us, is, they beat us out of out

¢ trade in all parts, with our-own commodities.’ . .

I mqt beg leave to obferve, before I proceed further
on my authorities, that the above account is, for what"
reafon I can't divine, by fome people queftioned, whe- .
ther it be the a& of Siv Walter Raleigh's and,tha’ I don’t .
think:it fignifies much who was the author, fo the:facts
are true; yet I think it incambent on me to, fhew, that
we have as. good reafon to believe it ‘the work .of that
author, as any can be given in fimilar cafes, and at fuch

- a diftance of time. - Firft I find his'name to it, amongft
other of his mifcellaneous  tralts, ~ Secondly, I never
-heard that it was queltioned . before, nor now. hear ‘the
queftioners give any reafon, but - 'their fingle’ ip/e dixit.
againft it. - And laftly, I find, that the penfionary De
Witte, in his Political Maxims, 1669, quotes it as Sir -

Walter Ralpigh's, which is a tacit proof thatt, was ge- .
. nerally acknowledged.to be his in that age. 'And there-

fore, .unlefs better proofs can be given to the contrary,, -
I prefume the authenticity of it ftands very fair in the
favour of the publick eye, which isall, I think, needful’
at prefent to fay about it. Bat it is.perhaps mare to the
purpofe, that, M. De Witte acknowledges its, veracity,
and grounds fome of his calculations and remarks upon

St

. The fame M. De Witte likewife quotes Emanuel pau’
Materan, who wrote in 1601; who, in  fome meafure,
confirms the above accounts; and fays, “that there failed:
out of Holland that year, to the eaftward, eight or nine
hundred fhips, and fifteen hundred bufles on the Herring
filhery’; together, two thoufand four hundred; and Sir,

He likewife quotes the Lex Mercatoria, wrote by Ge-

" yard Malines, and confirms, his account, by anothef,

wrote by Licven yan ditxma, who wrote 16¢3, and al-
together agree, that there were generally’ taken' above - .
three hundred thoufand laft of Herring, and other fa/ted
fifh;" which runs valtly beyond Sir #alter’s ‘calculation s,

biat " he 15 fuppofed to. mean, Herrings alone. . And Mr,
DI S Q0 .

.o




“immenfé. profit, and to fit' out

o Fames

' avery worthy gentl blic to redeciit
their lofY time; by a fet of reafons and refleftions de-
livered “with ‘great ‘order' and judgment: “This is Dr.

 nerally put upo

A

(22)

D: Wilte's comptation heréupon is, that to procure this

.........

4506,0c0 L0 SRR e

1 do‘\n'o’t;_‘ﬁtid‘,hcthithﬁa(rfdihg'thefe‘ncb!e' pufhes to:
vecover'the filliery out of the ‘hands of foreigners, that
any notice was"taken of it farther during the reign of
smét 1. Bt as many worthy perfonages had it io-their
hearts, fo'it:

 between Mr. Selden, on ‘the exclofive right we’ had to

the fihery /on’ our own coafts, and Hugo Grotits, ‘who '

the " freedom of the ocean. ~The " firft book

argued for the' freedom of the ocean. = 10ag A 205"
‘wrote wad called Mare Claufum's- the anfwer was, entl-
toled, Mare Liberans, to both whith I refer the curious
enquirer for further fatisfaction, as it is impoffible ‘to give ’
the force of ‘each argument here, =~ o

‘Upon the credit of “what Sir Walter Raleigh, and "o-!
thers, ‘wrote, what daily experience, and ocular demon-

 firation evinced, and what Mr. Se/den is reported to have’
well juftified, a fithery company was fet on foot in the "

next reign, but whether through the it;t;{tihg"uqﬁbl_e;“
that afterwards happened, and along inter-reign, or from
what other motives, caufe

« .

 we are affured, that’ nothing material occurred “on this
head fignificant, ‘until after the refloration, when we find" -

. » : I

gentleman preparing the public’ to redeem

Benjamin Worfley, fometime fecretary to the council for

“trade and plantations, who is reported to be a perfon’ of

great truth und ingenuity, and’ who ‘had ‘fpent fome -

" years, and much money in making himfelf mafter of this."
craft, in Holland, and therefore’ merits a diftinguifhed
place here, as indeed it clears up‘almoft every point that

“we are in purfuit of. 0 Ve e

o The Objervations of Dr Ben]ammWorﬂey

1. That the leaft valuation that hath been: hitherto ge- .

¥ Sir Walter makes it above _twb:ni'i‘lquﬁsf as has been {cen before.

De Witte admits it, and fays it was at this time increafed.one third, .
" aind thefe-authors wrote much about the:fame time," - - LR e

he'ihery, it cofts only

became the fubjet of a very learned difpute”

s, or accidents, the defign then
~ dropt, we'are, at prefent, utterly at at a lofs about ; but

the Herring fithing, is three millions of =
- pounds ferling ¥ per dnmum. . .. Lot

2 That

(23)

2. That the. Eéafonabl?:nefs".o‘ffv‘thﬂi's'vahi'ation may ap-’. o
pear, by the number of buffes ufually employed in the- .. -
{aid fithery, which'are faid to' be ac leaft fixteen hundred,

by the quantity of fith ufually caught in each af the faid:
buffes; by the regiftries kept of import.apd export of the

faid fifh, in the feveral cuftom-houles of Hp Jand and

Friefland, and by, the known price ‘that the fal ‘fith ufu-
ally bears in all foréign markets. - RERNEE Y T

" '3.. That, "according to this valuation, the fithing alone -
doth amount to more, ‘than cither the whs/e manufallures’
and commodities of England apart; or the whole manu~'
fabtures of 'Francé apait; and confequéntly to more than
‘the whole P/ate, and annual production of Spain confi~
dered apart. * - R T e T T

4. That the filhing therefore being 2dded to all the reft:
of the manufadtures of Holland, both woollen and linens’
-and to the greatnefs of its Ea/f-India trade, doth una-.

" vVoidably canfe a fuperbalance upon:.Holland, more than . '

upon any ftate of Europe befides; nay, even near to the .
double ;" and, by this means, afuperbalance alfo of ftock,.

*and ftrength at fea proportianably. -

5. On the other hand, if the fcale of ‘the fa‘ia-”ﬁ'ﬁli‘ﬁg’

B may, by any means poffible, be removed from Holland,
- and transferred unto ‘any: other nation, "the fithing o

transferred fhall and muft caft near as® greit an’ overbas
lance of trade upon that nation whérein it is, and as great’

“advantage of ftock,” commerce, and ftrength at fea, as '

Holland itfelf now hath. -~

6. That the fithing then is the very goal or prize of
trade; and the very goal or prize of the dominion of  the*
fea, and chat thing fingly, which whofoever gains, makes”
himfelf mafter of both ‘thefe: And ‘that thing, which
whofcever mifléth, doth mifs of both thefe. -+ - 00

w. That it we fhall therefore relinquith the faid filhing
to the Hollander, withall the gain and advantage of-it,

we fhall, and mautt, relingnith of. courfe -to him, both

~ the {uperiority of ‘trade,” and the fuperiority of the power - .

at fea. Yea, we thall; and muft, alfo deprive ourfelves of "
all capacity for ever, to “hinder” him'in either of ‘thefe

two; both becaule of the extreme Jofs we ‘have had of .
our feamen of late; and becaufe we have neither any Mmo- -
ral or rational ‘way, of poffibility left us of recovering'
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-,.8. That the Heiring fithery, though proper only to his.

e - (24)
the faid lofs again, unle(s by fetting upon.the faid fith-

Majelty’s dominions;. and though frequently attempied
by us, hath neverthelefs hitherto mifcarried, even from:

© the very end'that hath been propounded to ourfelves in
(it which is the.example of the Hollander; and the gain

“he makes of it; and the neceffity. we fuppofe there is of
following the fame method which we obferve him to
take in is; which'is to catch:and fave the faid fith in Her-
ringbufles, ..o L
~9s That this our mifcarriage in it, hath not only. pro-
duced a_general indifpofition, but general defpondency

upon the nation, any more to undertake, or adventure,

~ upon.it, as having entertained a certain fecret perfuafion,
~through our unfuccefsfulnefs, that gz nation hath nota

geniys for it, and -that there is a smy/fery in it, which,

it.:.

though-the Dutch dg well underftand, yet we cannotreach

.:10. Whereas.indeed the proper caufes of all our mil- -

carriages hath, as I humbly conceive, been rather produ- .

cgd from the deficiencies following,. = . .

~ ., t. Becaufe we have not thoroughly.confidered that the
"Dutch have many.more conveniencies for profecuting the
faid- fithery than . we can poflibly have, if. we will make
-London the priucipal jiale, feat, “or. flaple, for the faid

to bring all the fifh. that is caught into the Thames *, to
be fhipped off; . as. the Duteh ufyally do theirs, before it
can be any where elfe tranfported. = .~ C

2. /And therefore have not. well wexghedthegreat dif-.

advantage of this very foundation itfelf; in .regard it is

% There is a neceflicy’ for fe;;iackin:g thé(‘Bkt’f:b:d"lemﬁ;;’-tkid'eb," or ké‘e;p«‘ :
ing fith : “And as the Ditch have no place-nearer the' fithery, - they are

- cbliged to carry. themn home; ,but we-can repack ours on.'the fpot;
. and, . by that .means,  if the:winds are never fo favourable, and they ufe .

the utmoft difpatch, ‘we can be three weeks at market ‘before them.

~ fifbing trade, as hitherto we have done; and fhall refolve .

‘two, nor at. what hazard : So, if we
. we muft enter'into fuitable mealures.” "

- EEERIEEI (2 0 B
not matter of ele@tion, that the Duteh do bring all theis
Herring firkt into Holland, before it be’ fhipp’d into fo-
reign markets, but matter of neceflity that lyeth una+
voidably on them. . = oo e

The fame author’ proceeds, by very juftly remarking,
that s the Dusch are in pofleflion, praétifed in the art of

~ filhing, with an eftablifh’d ftock, and all things of every

kind prepared, people at hand skilful in all the requifite :
avocations, and the very being’of ‘their ftat¢ depending -

upon it; fo confequently many difficulties will occur, at

our firft fetting out, that can only be furmounted by a
large capital ftock, a handfome encouragement, and con-
ftant proteétion of the'government; and the higheft ceco~

nomy, and’ warmeft application * of thofe Wwho undertake -
the direction’; and ‘therefore very judicioufly concludes,

that we muft not only balance ftock with them, but turn
our thonghts, power, and influence, equally ‘to that’
'poixit',‘ For as the Dutch will net'caré what difingenuous

yneans they purfue, nor what they - lofe for a feafon’ of
‘nor at hazard : So, if we hope for fuccefs;

““And to this end he propofes to have the King’s coun-
tenance, and authority of parliament.  An exa& form'd
method in the purfuit of the bufinefs, that is*clear,” rati-

" “onal, and pradticable, " A ‘method of faving and curing .

the fith cheaper than the Duzch. ~ A'means of expediting .

‘to foreign markets. A body of felest laws or inftitutions.

ATfet of men of integrity, and of the'beft abilities to

manage or dire&. " And then, after laying down fome
rules, which will not perhaps an{wer at prefent, he pro-
pofes an affuciation of the three kingdoms, and a’ firm
piotedtion for all foreigners that comé over.  Concluding
very wifely, that this fithery muft be exempt from all
duty, cuftoms, or impoff on falts barrel flaves, net yart,

ax or hemp, for making the faid net yarn. ~And T muft

"add; for ‘the” veflels rigging, and plank, ‘ pitch, tar, and

iron, which fhall be imported for the'fpecial ufe of the

But if we !irihg‘oi!'r filh. inqb‘t_he ‘.Tﬁizz)zes’, it will be the very reverfe ; ‘ faid ﬁﬂﬁng H 'Which fisi‘only the fameadvantage Whlch thé

for then the Durch will'be at' the “Eaffern, “which are the principal - Dutch have 3 and therefore, in’this cafe, requifite.. =

markets,. *‘h.fceiﬂg'ze‘ks'bf?fore u!;;’ Befides, t,}]l:f}t; tt};]e';‘f‘wm,b% at leaft, There is before me another judicious  trat, on " thé

fifteen per Gonz. difference: in the ¢xpences This fhall be further illuf- L e a8 DO O O e S

:e.%zg:c!d i 'its proper place, . ¢ T Lo | teion b DT fame fubject, wrote by Mr. {glz’r{rezq, Ifi{{rfﬂgtpif, _Ilha{_v_.e
R : not only ‘an extra& " of " this perfon’s labours, * but, fromr cir>

L ‘cimftances, itfeems, that-he wrote,much about the fame -
: ’ ' . time
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fjdueéhon, for the favmg, cunngq &, of thelr filh.’

. (26) |
time as s Dr. Worfley, but he has enter’d more accurate]y
into one, branch of the fubject, and a very matertal one,

: whlch is cheapnefs Hls heads are, SRR

lﬁ How the- Dutcb manage thelr ﬁfhery to the beﬁ
advantage :

- 2d, How chargeably the Erzg/zﬁ: go about the fame _

: buf'ne(s o .
Co3d, How the defe&s of the Eﬂg/’z_/b ﬁfhery may be re-
- moved CaT

Vs .The great buﬁnefs of hu{'s bmldmg, and net makmg is

at f‘mlymﬁzrz, and places adjacent’s fo. that all the conve-
- miencies for the trade lying near. together, itis camed
“on with tlie greater expedition and  cheapuefs. .

"Tis not in the power. of any man to run the prtces

? }ngh where thete is'a number of the. fame profeﬂion,
“and large magazines of ftores about him; for, in fuch
_cafe, all lxve frugally, and labour w1th dt]xgence not to ‘be

underfold
But where onTy few of the trade reﬁde, lt produces a

, Rmd of neceflity, of all deiling wich them. . The confe-

quence whereof s, ext.nagmthvmg, and hlvh prlces
-'Their trmber comes cheaper to them than we imagine :

‘ thus, there is, perhaps, alwayson the fpot, timber hew=
“ed into the due: proportion of an hundred buffes ;- and

this being brought :to-them f{o prepared, in return for
their filh, which, at twelve pence’a barrel advance pur-
chaies all thelr trmber, fo can they readlly run up their

'bu‘Tes on,a fhort notlce,,and at a very cheap rate.

The next care is to preferve the bufles from the: wea-

' 'tner by keeptng them, ‘when at- home, in ftill bafons,
Cw .1ereby they preferve their rigging; taking the fame en-

tirely down, and fave. their cables and are at no expence

" for people to look after them. .

The bufs and her materials being : under a regx(’ter, fhe
is always a fecurity_for, borrowmg money, - to fit her out
wuh provifions, ¢gr., which i ds either done at 3 per Cem‘.
or apirt rtfque of the voyage, whteh is. great pnvate
encouragement. | . .

_They have no lefs than forty p!acarts, formed by. thetr

: _:;.Ths
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The ﬁates are always ready to guartl them thh thexr

men of war, and often to give them a bounty.’

The differences that may arife, among the ﬁfhers, :\re

'.ad]u/led by Ju:laex ‘of their own chufing  among them-
{elves, and therefore dlfpatchcd foon at. very httle ex-

pence. .
They make falt upon falt w1th Portugal falt and fea

"water mxxd together, and, by that means, have the’

cummodtty cheap .,
'N. B. This feems the only qacﬁwnab/e artzc/e, but zt is
tertazn, that for fame pzzrtzmlar parpafes tbe_y n:ﬁz;e tbe

N

On the other ﬁde, The duty on mafermls for bmla’zﬂg,

as on plank and iron, on mafis, bemp, piteh, tar, and
yarn, throw the balance fo much againft us, as a modc-
xate bounty will not, in any fenfe, counterpolfe

The bringing of the veflels into the river Tbkﬁe:, -or |

v \other carrent, - wears outc1bles and halfers, damages the
_veflels, and obltges us to be at the expence of men and

provifions to look after them, which all drain from the’
‘profits, and indeed devour the whole profit..: For. though
the. advantage is infinite in.a great fithery, ast it relates to

~the ftate, and to the community ; yet it is but trzwal in"

proportton, as it concerns the undertakers.” | .
The filhers fanding upon the general courfe of the’
pra&tce of our laws, on occafion of ltttle difputes among

“‘one another, are liable’ every day. to be rumed and with

‘them the profecutlon of their bufirefs.. Thisis a welght
Whlch no trade can well bear; much lefs this in its puer-
1le flate ; and, if not confidered, - -may be its bane,. .
- Credit is upon a very precarious bottom ; none hut
great bodics can encounter.with it; fo thata few perfons
‘engaging in one or more;bufs or bufles, is abfolutely im- -
praéticable; for no man in hls fenfes will hazard avoyage :

- for:a jail.

The. next thmg this wrtter attempts, is.to fhew us

* how we may. build cheaper than the Dutch, which he

fuppo(es may .be donein Jreland, in the county of Wex-

: Jord, up the river S4ane. His plan looks plaufible enough,

but as'the people of Jreland do not take the hint for their

' ih:ppmg, and there are other obﬁacles m the way, which

o D | per-
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' pcrhapa he did ot recolled, I fhall wave the fubje&’ uny
trl we'come nearer to the concluﬁon, o

'He next récommends Bluzkwall; or the’ [/le of Dog:,
in the river Thanies, to cut harbours or bafons, to lay up

~'the buffes 5 but this, as has been prev:ouﬂy hmted at,

w:ll be prov’d hereafter to be an idle affair. »

- Thirdly he propofes to fhew, that we can always have
falt cheaper-than'the Dutch.  But here he only intimates,
“that hie can‘make falt cheaper; ind better than they. But
- although I am in.no kind of deubt of the poﬁiblhty of
makmg falt cheaper and bétter, yet as no hght is given us
into this important {eeming fecret, thehint is mﬁmﬁcant
However this artlcle is concluded with 4 very proper ob-
fervauon, vig. -

“That there ought to be afeafarzrg orﬁﬂymg cnty
eﬁabhfhed ‘fomewhere ;- that it Thould be endowed with
greatlmmunmes, becaufe’ that will draw numbers 6f.
tnhabitants, and is rightly calculated for the entcrprlze
of filhing.’ To whlch end he propefes, amongﬂf varlous

ther matters, o _

1. That there bea freedom ﬁ-om taxes for a certam
humbcr of years. ~

* 4 Freedom from' cuﬁoms and 1mpoﬁs, on commodmes

ufed in the fithing trade, and for building 'of buffes.

- 3. That naturahZatlon, and hberty of confcxence bc
: gramed to foreigners; -~ ¢

' 4 That all differences anﬁng between party and party,
relatmg to- the ﬂﬂnng trade, to be determmed by mem-
bers of the fame cny and trade N ~

: There are feveral other authors who have furmfhed us
: thh their -thoughts on this’ fubjeé‘t ‘bat with nothing
riiore ‘miaterial,"as I ‘can dlfcover, until very. lately 5 fo
that-I fhall’'now retura to- obfervmg 'what has a&ually
been. done from time to time, what ‘charters. granted
what ftock raifed, what Jaws or inflitutions formed, how
: proceeded ypon, and what has been the confequence .
- “'In the year 1633, William Earl of Pembroke,” Sir
.Iflelzam Courteeny Sir Fobn Harrifon, and Sir Paul Pin-
" dar; affociated 5 “and; - for ‘their encouragement, ng
_Charles 1. canfed Lent to be fricily obferved 5 the impor-
mmm qf f‘orezgn A ﬂ: to be probzhted 3 and rook ém raval

/Iare:

!
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frm the .zzdz;entfzrer; This, T apprchcnd ended by the

troubles that fome few years .after happened ; for I ﬁnd
no certain.account of the effect.

In the y year 1954 Sir Pbineas Aﬂdrew;, and o;hers, un-
Adertook the ﬁfhcry, and had the fo}lowmg encourage-
ment. . _ L e L RRRRS

That falt expcnded in, the ﬁfhery was exempted from
cu&om and’ excife. . .

2. That .colle&ions,, were. granted and made in Ltm-,
don, and other plaees, for bmldmg ‘of docks, wharfs,
'ﬁorehouﬁ:s. and renting of . _ground, for . the makmg,
tanning, drying, and. mendmg of mets, ;..

3. An entire exefapt:on from, cu&om and excxfe, of all
maval ncceﬂ'arxes, as: tlmber, n-on, cordage, E‘J’:. \;fed on
fuch occaﬁons. , , e

In the year 167@, the ﬁfhery'was undertaken by Sm:am
"Srmtb Efq, to., wham all the. above adyantages were:
granted. And alfo. that all commodities returned for the
produce of fifl, were.allowed to.be imported cuftom free.

By commiffion under the great feal, bearing. date the.

- zzd of Arzga/l, 13 Car. IL. his Majeﬁy “was: plcafed ta,

appoint his Royalzﬂxghnefs the Duke of York, Edward.

. Barl of Clarendon. and ‘others, to ‘be a councll ‘of the

royal fithery of Great-Britaig and Erelaml 3 and hxs Ma-
Jeﬁy was pleafed to d.eclau"c;7 SRR B L R

"1. That hlmfclf and fucceﬁ‘ors would vouchfafe ever
to be, and to be called Protedors, &e. . .
2. The faid counc:l were therebv aqthonfed to make
lews and fatutes relating to the management of the faid

aﬁ’alr, and government of all their officers, &fe. .
3. To conftitute and depute ofﬁccrs neceﬁ'ary for their

7

ferwce AR £t
4., To en]om pecumary mul&q, or pams of 1mprl['on-

" ment, on contempers and violaters of the faid laws, . .

“the fame not- beiag derogatory. to. the ﬁatutes, laws, 1j-
berties, or a&s of parliamept. . .
5. Thelr ﬁ(hermen, _mariners, ma&ers, zmd fervants,
were to be free from all pleas and. -plaints in any courts. of
_]uﬁ:u:eJ for any thmg concermng tke faid ﬁ[hery, &ste.
D2 exceft -

\
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except before thc faxd councrl orjudges, to. be by them,;(

delcgated
56, Thelr ﬁlhermen, or boats, &, wliether at fea, or

in port. not to be arrefted or imprefled for his Majeﬁy s

~ fervice or aﬁ‘atrs, without the’ confcnt of thetr owners.
#7. Nor put ‘in “affizes; juries,” inquifitions,” €7z nor

: madc COHE&NS’ nor compelled to be conﬁablcs, or tyth-'

lngmen, ainft their wills. = '~

8. Thefaid ‘council ‘were lmpowerved to fet up a lottery'
for  three’ years; .and to appoint ‘a free ' collection in

' chuarches, - fort raifing “of ‘moneys to be” employed for

13
-erecting wharfs, docks, ﬂ:ore-houfes, and granarles, m all :

ports convenieit for that purpofe.

9., That for the fpice of feven yeers from thexr firft

entrance on the fithing tridé, no cuftom inwards o out-

wards {6 be: pald for the fale’ of fithy- eltl“er in th ["Ba/tztf l

feas, Denmark, Narway, or France. . - -
10. That they might freely vend. their. ﬁlh in foretgn

parts,”and make returns thereof in the commodmes of - .
the place,” without mterruptlon, by vertue of any char-)’ o

ter theretofore granted.

‘11:That “all- vré‘tuallers, inns;" taverns, @’c fhould'v,

take one ‘of ‘more barrels of herrings yearly, at'the’ price

of thlrty fhillings a barrel, ‘until foreign’ vent fhould be”
attamed to’ perfeé’tron, accordmg as thy faxd» councll ﬂlall,

order the fame.’ ©
12, ‘Herrings and " cod mtroduced by Foretgncrs, fhall
pay two fhillings and fixpence each barrel'to the ftock.

13, In cale of war, hrs Majeﬁy promtfesto proteé‘c the'

hlhery

14 To grant further prlvzleges and 1mmumt1es, as fu-’

ture experlence {hould evmce the neceﬂny

Upon thls ﬁne fcheme nothmg was done, mﬁead'
whereof; a’ treaty of-commerce was, in‘ 16068, entered
into with the Dytch. ~ By the 11th.article whereof; there

is‘a tacit petmllnon in general words, for them to ﬁfh on

our ‘coafts.

“In1672: wir was declared againﬁ tlxe Dzzlab 5 and mb

1673-4, a treary of peace; whereby the Dutch oblige
themfelves ‘to pay the King ‘800,000 patacoons: ~ And

the mtcreft of both nattons Lcmg mtxma'ely connc&ed i
. “in

Lot ’ ¥ Ya l
L A

kst i A

; called in others to'th v
'a’‘certain deed of agreement, . to raife 3oo,oool and

( 31.)

in orler to fupport themfelves. agam&;the‘growmg pow- B ‘
er of Framees and the - Dutch havihg, at that time,.a

~ great 1nﬁuencc over the Brmﬁ: parhament, as appears by

the hifory ‘of thofe times ; it is no wonder that the_ above

- in. part” recxted commt!ﬁon dld not take place to, any

effeét,
However a patent was foon after madeout |
date the 25th of September, 1676y con{htutmg the Duke’

~ of ¥or#, the Earl of Danby, and others, one body poli-:

tick and :corporate, by the title of the Company of the -
Royal Fifpery of ExcLaND, with power to purchafe lands,
&c. to ‘the value of ome thoufand pounds ayear. . Tohave.
a .common feal; to aflemble and make laws, to ére€t
houfes and ﬁoreboul‘es, e and the inftitutions genera]ly; ‘
the fame, as'in the reCItal of the above comm:ﬁion de=’
clared ‘

In confequence whereof they Went to work upo ; o
,very {mall ftock, about’ 10980/ and were in agreat.

meafure ruined’ by fuCce{'s, ‘having’ foon exhaufted th trf
ftore; and the Frem‘b at- length femng ‘their veﬁ'els, as

" being chiefly mann’d with Dutchmen., . Whereupon more

members were ‘admitted, 4nd a farther fubfcnptton fec .
“on foot. " But after fcveral meetings, the original paten-
tees enttrely withdtew themfelves. The new. members,’,
iid, and entered with them into’

ﬁruck out a new ‘conftitution, 1mmaterxal and of too,,*
great. length to be recited here; more - eipecrally as it
was next to lmpoﬁible to fucceed, as we were politically
circumfanced. The Dutch, lntereﬁ- prevailing at couft,
and the countenance and prote&ron thereof w1thdrawn,

“and as _they were to launch forth on a dead ftoek, with-.

out a public premtum to eftablifti the ‘firft outfet, agamﬁ'l
a powerful people in full poﬂ"eﬁion, and facredly prote&-n
ed by the flate. = -

" And as a certain fatahty attended all’ theu- deﬁgns, by
alling on a prmctple that is hardly " yet got .out of peo-

ples heads, which is the carrymg on of the ﬁfhery from . -

the river Thames, in the "effect as bad as carrying it on’

“from C onflantinsple, or “7’(zmmm H whereby every notion
~of cheapnefs and difpatch is ucterly deftroyed,  and all |
proceedings tlxereupon totally ingffe€tual, and haa blaﬁ'ed'_j ,.
all defi igns of this nature in the ﬁower.

'I‘h’ere:{
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" There needs nothing more than comm € ta Jee
‘this argument in’ the cleareft light imaginable, on confi

deting only one fingle'point. *Suppofe the wind wefteily,

for example, when the veflels. come “off ~the filliing

grotnds in September. The Diutchmiay gethomé, repack
their fith, and be at the Egfern markets, before our vel
fels can pofiibly beat up to Lowdon and it's about ten to
one’ in fuch cale, but the 'foreign markets are froze up

before we can’ get at them. If when ‘they are:ready, .

the wind ‘proves leafterly, it is abfolutely impofiible to’

~ fave’ the' feafory ‘the Durh find it difiicult enough 5
~ but here itis quite‘inipracticable. = I do not hence pres

. -other accidents or impediments intervened, the making'
the Thames the faple: mult neceffarily ruin all fuch-like -

“enterprlzés. I fay then, that confidering all thefe things™
stogether, it will_ be no great fecret, why the various un-

#uiie ablolutely, that the trade can never get to market
in time;; for if 4 frefh eafterly wind brings them 'off the
_fithing ground into the Thames, and when they are ready’

to {ail again, the wind happily fhifts in their favour, the-
end may be attaineds but this is putting. it to a rifque,

that no nian in his fenfes will believe right, efpecially”
- when we cin’command 'ports,’ that are in"every refpe@. - .
_.«convenient, and where all fuch rifques are’avoided. . .

. This ‘paint was’ very neceflary to fettle, as upon it ef-
fentially depends a folution, in part, of the main queftion
in vogue, why the Englifp have never fucceeded in this’
fithery, " The reafon given is, T hope, fufficiently plain.
and abvious; and if no other errors had occurred, or’

dertakers heretofore fail’d of fuccefs. "

“The next author T meet with of

the year 16333 but his’ book don’t feem to hive been

 publifhed until 1650. . It is a regular form’d plan for the

~ «conduding our filheries, copyingin many of his thoughts -
“after Sir Walter Raleighs_ but his calculations run much
higher in favour of the Dutch: And with Mr. Selden he
* afferts the fapremacy of the Kings of England over the
“marrow feas; and therefore fuppofes the fole right of
&ilhing to be in thofe whom the Kings of England had,
©F may at any time hereafter, for that parpofe, charter.
By his acconnt, the' fith were in’ greater plenty :up‘o’n'-du‘; =
. N X " : " - N Acoa‘ .

1 cemmen fenfe ta fee -

. The or T o th of any confequence, is
Sir Fobn Burroughs,” whom I take to have been' a naval’
offcer. He his given us 4 flate of the Dutzh fihery in -

" The fame author, after enumer

P B - . TR
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- ¢ befare the Dutch ¢ay arrive in Holland, .

¢oaft than at préfent, ‘and computes the ,wl;ql?e ﬁaﬂéﬁﬂ,. ‘

~ ery to confilt of fix thoufand four hundred veffels; inclu-

ding the fithers and their dependants, and to employ one
hundred and twelve thoufand fihermen. and mariners,
He afferts, that they took in one {eafon 360,000 laft of -

_herring, which at only 12 /. a laft, amounts to 3,600,000/ - -

fterling.© But he very juftly finds that too low & valua-
tions and at about 17 A.a laft, which is the neareft aver-
Age, the amonnt is about five millions. = He likewife af-

~firms, that independant of duties on other commodities,

the cuftom "on fith only; amounted to 300,000 4 bug
herein all fal fith are included. .. . (oo 0
ating the variety of

.~tradefmen and artizans employed on account of the fith-

ery ; and what vaft advantages refult to. Ho//and there-

from, gives ‘us the following remirks on the -flate and-

fituation: of things in histime. ... Tl
.. ¢ It maketh much to the fhame and ignomy .of this

nation, fays he, that God and nature offeringus fo great
a treafure, even at our own doors, we do  notwiths
flanding neglect the benefit thereof, and by paying mo-
ney -to ftrangers, for the fith of our own feas, impo<

. want of care  and induftry in this particulary two hune

" dred twenty-five fither towns are decayed, and reduced’
to extreme poverty, . which may Be retrieved in-the fol
lowing manner, . ..o
'* By ere&ing two hundred and fifty bufles of reafona-
s ble Rrength and bignefs; there will be employment for
¢ one thoufand fhips ; they will employ-at leaft ten thou<
¢ fand fithermen and mariners’; and confequently as many
<
<

' tradefmen and labourers. - He might have faid twice a5
¢ many of the firft, and threé times as many of the laft.
"¢ The returns for the filh exported, will pon_ﬂdexa,bly

¢ improve the public revenue. . T .o T
-« ©ur thores and harbours are #zegqr the places where
¢ the fithes do haunt, and therefore from fome -parts of
* his Majefty’s dominions can be at the foreign markets

- ¢ We have means of  tranfporting of our fith fﬁto,{qiiné

¢ northern countries, where the Hollanders feldom or

‘-never .come; and tho' we had as many buffes as the

‘ ‘Hollanders, yet.is there vent for all or more. Forim

¢ the

~verifh ourfelves to make them rich; infomuch, that for - -
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‘the eaft and northern countries, and in ‘many othér.

“mer, a5 well to ‘draw on drink; as to fatisfy hunger’;
‘¢and, for the greateft part of the year, are fcarce ‘to'be

‘had in moft places.” For prefently after. Michaelmas
“until the latter end of May, = "=

Io
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- -¢ In order whereto it mnftbe confidered, = - -
~-7%¢ ‘That we ‘want ordér and: difcretion’ in our fithing,
every man being left. to himfelf ‘to fith as he beft likes;
¢ whereas ‘the ‘Hollanders, two "of " the beft “experienced
fifbermen are appointed to guide the reffof the fleet,all
“others' being obliged td' follow them, and to' caff their nets
‘actording to their direftion. o D

¢ing,and'in time makeit a faple commodity of our own.

-
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~¢_The merchants come upon the fpot, ‘and join in the
‘< purchafing of. the bufles as they are laden, and ‘refurn
“¢ ‘with them into’ Ho//and to {ee them repacked for foreign
¢ ‘miarkets.” ~ N. B: Lchink this is not the prefent practice,
_but they-may purchafe them immediately. on their arri-
“ v+ ¢ Confidering therefore, that the Kings'of 'Ezngland, by

‘¢ on, the acknowledgment of all ‘our neighbour fates,

*¢'and the municipal laws of the kingdom, ‘have everheld.
< the fovereign lordfhip of the fzas of England;- and that

‘< ‘unto his Majefty, by “reafon of fuch {overeignty, the
s fupreme command ‘and jurifdiion over the paflage, and

-« fithing in the fame,’ rightfully appertaineth. = Confider-

* ‘¢"ing alfo the ‘natural fite' of thole our feas, - that inter-.

¢ pofe themfelves between the great northern commerce,

< and of the eaft, “weft," and fouthern climes, and withall

“¢ ‘the infinite'’commodities that by fithing in the fame is

¢ daily made, it cannot be doubted, ‘but .that his Majefty,

+ '« by ‘rdeans of 'his‘joWn“'w?fdom and virtue, and by the
¢ induftry of ‘his own fubje&ts, may eafily, ‘without in-
s juftice toany Prince or perfon whatfoever, be madé the

« greateft monarch for command' and wealth,; ‘and his

e pé;,o'plde the moft opulent and fourifhing nation in’the
e world? v st e e s e

- -and all :writers, at-all times on'the*fame fubjeét, but of
Grpea st - e - the

‘places, Herrings are every days meat, winter and” fum-

wany of ‘the rivers are frozen up; and not_open again

i7e Lafly, we may eafily’ grow expert'in 'the art of fli

"¢ immemorable prefcription, continual ufage and poflefli- .

*":This-is not "only the opinion"‘of Sir jéb}i"Bu'rfd&g&:, E

., iSRRI
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the fovereign and legiflature on various occafions, when

~ anv branch of the filhery came before them; of which I

fhall here give one. inftance, out of many, becaufe of
its peculiar-aptnefs and concifenefs. e :

 The Ratute 'of'thefxgth‘and;xgh?d C/m/e: I_Ii;ﬁkch‘ap’.”

'28. is.thus introduced. - .

U WakrEas the public bonous, wealth and Jafety of
%" this ‘realm,. as ‘well in the maintenance of trade, and

€ Jupport of navigation, as in many’ other réfpéé?:,“z{bﬁ:
'« “in a high degree depend upon the improvement, and en-
¢ couragement of the fifbery. R T

< And foralmuch "as’ of late yeéré,'",théféii_ha‘ve ‘divers

“pernicious diforders and abufes, by the licentioufniefs
“of thé times, crept in, and yet continue evidently de-
ftru&ive to that trade: For prevention and redrefs
¢ ‘whereof, there is no law hitherto particalarly provided .
< in the growing evil, occafioned by driving nets, and
s other frandulént practices, ¢gc.  Be it tlierefore, er-

[
€
€

There have been feveral ftatutes made fince, maxd of

‘the fithéry, which feem immaterial to mention; not on-
ly'as thiey have proved but of litcle effed, in the farprifing

wrong courfe that hag Been all ‘along 'purfued, "but like-
wife, as by the union, both nations became .one; dnd as’
the fithery, which is the prefent fubje&, lies principally
on the ‘north-eait of Scot/and, fo we need only infpett

into fuch regulations as have been madé for the encous -

ragement of that branch.

Kl

"By the 8th article.of the Union, ail filh for exportation

from Scotland, ‘malt be cared with foréign falt'only.

From the Union to the z4th of Fune, 1719, there
was about on;:»pé,nny-fa\rth,i»,ng_:c_uﬁom,, and. fix-fhillings

“and eight ‘pénce excife on every bufhel, confaining eighcy
. four pounds of foreign falt imported for the curing of -
_filh, and ‘during that period, the drawbacks ‘on fifh ex-

ported were, PRTIER A
Rt AR L s ‘dp

" White herring, the barrel of 32 gallons © 105

' Wet cod fith, and ling, of 24 inches. iq:}'z' “'ibl °

159 ‘
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"< White herrings the barrel

. (73‘6_‘);_,

~ Dry cod filh and ling, of z4 inches, ~— the )
0 hondred e e }' 5.0
. Ditto; of 18inches —— = "o 12 6

~ But by an a& in the sth year of King George 1. enti-
.tuled, ¢ An aét for the recovering .the Credit of the
« Britifp filhéry in'foreign parts, and for better {ecuring
« the duties on falt, - I T

¢ by a&ts of patliament, relating to the duties on falf, up-
.on the exportation of filh, do much exceed the duty of
_the falt ufed in curing the fame, which is fo far from
‘being an encousagement to a fair trade, that it'is rather
an inducement to the curers and exporters of ‘fifh, tp
- commit feveral frauds, by curing the faid fith in fo de-

* '« It was found by experience, that.the allowahces‘giQe}:

nation upon fhipging it off, and .not keep,good to foreign
markets, to the great difcouragement of the Brizifp fih-
‘ery, as well as diminution of his Majefty’s faid duries,
« therefore, ¢ge. . ° S = '

*'a aaaa aTeaa

"« Foreign or Britifb filt may ‘be ufed for the future, ‘

R Y

duty free, except the cuftom on foreign falt, and the
¢ ,premium on exportationtobe,n . R

¢ Wet cod'fifh or ling of 14 inches, or “p- g S
1
s

¢ wards, per hundred. ~ -

EAN

¢ Dittg, if pack’d in barrels of;g’z; géilbns o
¢ Dry’d cod or ling, of whatever .length,

00‘00‘:

,‘2'.
2

* 'There.is befides, in favour of Scotland, for the encou-
ragement of‘ their m‘anufa&ures -and fifheries 26007 a-
year -on the equivalent, paid clear of charges, and it is

faid about as much “more; by ‘the furplus of the malt .
duty, above 20,000 /. given by the fatute 13 George I. -

chap. 36. - But how this equivalent, or any part .of it,

will, or “onght to operate, if the general {cheme takes - :

place, isa pointI do not at prefent chufe to meddle.with.
. Thus we have {een the ftate of the fithery deduced
down to the prefent time, and I hope fo clearly, that it
' V ST S Wil

N

ficient a manner, that it will'bat juft ferve the examij-

O o 0 o

~
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will readily occur to every man, that the committee were
not aéting blindfold, when' they entered. laft, feflions. up-
upon this landable defign, as fome people feem'd invidi- -
oufly to hint. -~ They had befideslaid before them a variety
of materials, fome whereof, and the plan or groundwork

- of the whiole will be found' hereafter inferted, for the fa-

tisfaction of theperufer. * But I muft firfk obferve, that if
the filkery, on our part; is in a bad' ftate, the Darch are
very much. declined from that' figure they appear to have
‘formerly made; the reafon-of which I'am not thoroughly
clear in, but.am well informed it is not owing’ to the
want of markets for their fifli; for they are now, and
have been for fome years paft; very high's”and’ therefore -
it is reafonable to believe,, that the opening is very fair
and promifing. in our favour, and I' think cannot fail of

fuccefs, if a right encouragement be given ;: ‘and it is

condu&ed with ceconomy~and skill, equal’ to the impor-
tance of the undertaking, which, from what has hitherto

- appeared, will, very probably, be “the cafes ‘if* not, this

feems to be our laft effort, and we muft give it up for
"It was neceffary for the committee firft to know'in what -
condition the Dutch were, without which a' perfect

- judgment could not be made, what ftock to raife, or what
_encouragement to ask ; in confequence whereof we find

the hereunder ftate of the Dusch fithery exhibited'; and'as
we are f{enfible by what canal it came; and fee its confo-
nancy and agreement ~with other accounts, there is no
reafop to doubt its authenticity. - YRR e

A fate of the Dpfich Hefrz‘;)g F{/hry,, 'a}z_a’ ftbe;z"f‘ manner
ST of conduling it, 1748 .. :

The veflels that go upbp this--,ﬁﬁxefy,"ar:e_ ‘buches, -or

 buffes, of ‘the burthen of 70to roa fons. '

A veflel of ‘100 tons, with all her apparatus of nggmg,

“fpare ftores, nets, fithing-tackle, ' mafting, anchors and

provifions, including the charge of building afd " boats,,
buoys and cables, coft the firft outfet about 12004 - ¢
The continued future outfets for 14 years afcer willbe,

oh an average, about 300/ a year, including 'proviﬁohs,' ‘
falt, and refitting, - SUNSR SR
R ot ,,_,‘ E 2 ; . ‘\[k Veﬁ'ﬁx :.
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A veﬁ’cl of xoo tons, takes m ;otons of fa!t, the va]ue f
whereof s, about 701 and : carries. 14 men, at 8/ a
-on an average, mcludmg the - Sklppers'

voyage each
wages,

The falt ufed in this fithery is from Rocbel ind the lﬂﬂ .

| of Roree in Frzzme, and from- St. Ubes in Pottugal. -

. That from France is to cure fifh for prcfent {pendmg, ‘

as thofe. caught in.the Mzdfummer ﬁfhcry

That from Portugal is ufed. for the keepmg ﬁfh caught -

m the Bartba/omewtm’e fithery.

, - Of : the laft .are two forts of fah, the one large, the
other fmall, gram, and. u(ed for the curmg for dlﬂ'erent .

_marLets. :
The. Yune, ﬁfhery begms on Mzdfummr day, N. S the

herrings. are then taken upon the coaft of Scatland, the .

_ ﬁfhtry never continues above feven weeks, and generally

not above three weeks, and, the veﬁels then g9 on the 1

lﬂand cod ﬁfhexy. co

At Bartbolomew-tzde is the deep Water herrmg ﬁfhery, a
and produces the keepmg fith; thefe are cured with™ St.-

Ubes falts tho(e for the French market, with the, {maller;

for the Ggraman market, with the. larger grain’d fait ; the

large fith are: for the Fremb and Germ:m, the fmaller for

the Bdltzné markets

‘The method for curing, Es’f. is ‘as fo]lows, {o foon as
the fith are canght, the guts are drawn out by the thumb -
‘and finger at the gllls, a layer of falt is ftrewed: at the -

. bottom of the cask, and thena layer of herrings in their
blood, and fo on, /t’mm fupfrﬁram, falt and herrmgs ull
the cask is full.

When the veﬂ”el is ]aden fhe returns to . Hallzmd ‘and
there unloads her cargo ‘When all the fith are ‘thrown’
out of the casks, they are firlt feparated and forted for
different markets, ‘then falted ‘afreth, and repacked in
new:casks. and each cask is at the fame time ftamped thh

“the 1nfpe&or general’s mark, ‘which it is felony to coun=
_terfelr or to fend any to forelcrn murkets, .thhout fuch -

genumc ﬁam :
The barrels on the repackage contam ufually about 1000

herrmgs, and twelve of fuch barrels make a laft or two

tons.

N latt. G
. The

‘The Mzdfammr market 1s, at an average, at 15 1 a
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'I‘hc Bartbolamew-tzde is about 2 51 alaﬁ on the famc "

average,’ .
This calculatlon anfwers near]y, tmm:mzbm tmm:, -the .

- takms: of a greater or lefler quantity.

. The chief markets for Germany, are Hamburgb Bremm
and Emden, by the Elb, Wefer, and Ems. "

"The chlef ‘market fot  Poland, is Dantzuk,xand all
other ports in the Baltick are good markets. -

.The principal French. markets are, Dzeppe, Roaﬂ, Baur-

, _a’eaux and- Rockel.:

‘The-Dutch emplov in. thls ﬁfhery above moo vef' els,

: from 790 to 100 tons, w:z;

’From Vlﬂm’zﬂg, Macylay:, and Rottera’am, about goo

~ Horne, and .Encbuy/m P 250
- Amflerdam - . s . 60
- Zurickzee - - e 50
- From various other ports — 140

1000

Onc thoufand buﬁ‘es from 7o to 100 tons, y

whxch, at 85 tons each on an average, take: o

- 42,500 lafts of herrings on cach ﬁlhery, in »1,700,000
the whole Sg,ooo, whxch at 20 4 alaﬂ: on_ L
aix avemge, is - S :

Thc expcnce of 1000 buﬁ’es o S
‘on. the average of 85 tons, in- oo oo\\ S '
cluding the. firft outfet, is annu- 5 '
ally at therateof oo /. each bufs - REUEE I

The. charge of - ﬁore-houfes, N g
commlfﬁon,. infurance, broker- o } ‘,85’0’90‘0'.

~ . age, refalting, repackmg, fhore-{_ .ol
wages, deficiencies by incom- 35?’-09”0‘ U
" plete cargoes, and other contm- - J T
gencxes. S N
- Annual clear profit £ 850,000 |
T #e N .B.

’
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N B. Tn the. above calculatlon the annual. €xpence of
" all the fiteries is included, but no allowance made
- for the proﬁts of the cod fith, taken between the
“herring fitheries,’ ‘which ~may  probably produce

.. 150,000 /. more, and the whole together one million
’ ﬁerlmg, annually, which concurs with the Duztch -

computanon ,Thcre being 14 people employed -
' ‘each bufs, is in the whole, 14,000 mariners; there
© is befidés an increafe of trade and fhipping, and con-
"'fequently a farther employment for fome thoufands
. 1nore of feamen in the exportation of fith, andthe
‘mlportatlon ‘5t falt; and there cannot be lefs than
" one hundred thoufand people of all ages, ‘and - both-
. fexes employed on fhorc in thc varmus occupatxons
p § relatwc thcrcto. o SR

I muft obferve here, that the commlttee were not'as

‘ yet cmpowered to fit on this branch of  the. fifllery. They
were at the time the above, land feveral other - pieces of -

_ mtelhgence were procured, fitting on the Wefminfler
5m-marlzet, and on the whalefithery; fo that thefe were

’ only read to them by one of the members, by way of

intimation, that the infpeinginto the ftate of the herring

* and “cod ﬁll;ery, was highly Worthy of their ferious con-

fideration; and upon hearing of the above read, the’

gcntlemen prefent feemed to be unanimoufly of opinion,

that a point of ‘fo much importance ought not to be neg-
lected, and advifed the’prefenting of a petition .fo the

Houfe of Commons, before whole committee: the other

branches of the fithery lay. - In conl’equence whereof, of
his Majefty’s fpeech at ‘the opening of the feffions, and’

the houfe; éoncermng the neceflity of ﬁndmg out ways
and means for the improvement of 'our ‘commerce, the

following petition was drawn up, and, after being ﬁgned‘ '

by fixty capital merchants, traders of the city of Londod,
was, on the eleventh day of Mzzy, 1749, prefented ta
the Eoufe of Commons.

@

- of fome difcourfes that had paffed among the members of .
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9o tbe Hoﬂoﬂrab/e tbe Cammam of Great Bntam m Par-
: : lzammt zgﬂlvmb/ed :

, Tba lz:mble Petztzaﬂ of 1he mer:/:zmt:, trad'er.r of ibc .
" ¢ity of London, whofe names are bereunto Jubferibed,
on bebalf of themfelves, and at/:er:, t/:z: merrlmﬂt:

L arzd traa’er.r qf Great Bntam. :

Ma/z‘ bzmzb{y /bewetb ’ -

~ H At your petitioners duly reﬂe&mg on lus Majel’cy s
generous fentiments in favour of commerte, evi-
denced by his late moft gracious declaration from the
throne ; and conﬁdermg it as an incumbent' duty on his

loyal {ubje&s, to co-operate with his Majeﬂy s happy .

dlfpoﬁtlon for promoting the common, welfare, humbly
conceive, on a maturé and deliberate enquiry into the na-

ture of the Brztz//: herrmg, and ifland cod ﬁlherles, that

the i'ame, under proper encouragement, ‘may-be carried
on with eminent advantage to the trade of thefe king-
doms; and if eftablithed on right principles; conduéted.
with skill.and integrity, and powerfully fupported, is ca-
pable of an{wering every beneficial purpofe that’ can be "
propofed by any new fcheme of commerce, - The civi-

. lizing his Majefty’s ‘highland fubjeéts, the mcreaﬁng the .

vent of our ftaple manufaftures, the multiplying of fed

~men, the employing a vaft number of induftrious and
‘otherwife helplefs poof, leflening the parochlal incums=

brances, ,eaﬁng the pubhc taxes, and nnprovmg the na-

' zlonal wealth

Your petmoners therefore moﬁ humb]y pray, that
~ this honourable houfe will give fuch encou.
ragement for carrying ifito execution this inva- -
"luable branch of commerce, in fuch form.and
) jmanner as to this honourable houfe fhall {eem
‘meet and your peutloners Thall ever pray.

The: hou(e was pleafed thereupon to order ‘the petmon

to be referred to the commlttee, ‘who lmmedmtely pro- S
~ceedéd to take ‘the fame into conﬁderatxon, which they
purfued with- fuprxﬁng alacrlty




- 500,000 /.- paid into the Bank, then

- This appeared

‘evi
count.. ..o

e e

~ In the interim was thrown out 2 printed {cheme, pro-

~ pofing a capital of two millions to be fubferibed for the

carrying on this branch of the fihery, five hundred thoif-
fand pound thereof 'to be employed as {oon as poflible,

“the refidue fubject to future calls, if the nature “of the

trade required it. - The firft call to be of 15 per Cent. or
},oo,édo;l;‘{énd‘ then if 100,000 /..part ;h@;_eof was em-=
ployed in ‘trade’ within fourteen .months, -the govern«
ment to allow 4 per Cent. upon the whole 30\0,000 / and
if. 300,000 1. was-employed in trade? -and 25 per Cent. or
YA 4 per Gent. 1o be al-

Towed on the whole 500,000 /. "

rom the miniftry,.

and very acceptable to’ the underia-

- kers: It was however reduced to 500,000 /. the whole
mital. . When the committee were thus authorifed, feve-
~ yal perfons of undoubted veracity, appeared voluntarily -

ezpital.

“to inform them of the nature of the filhery, ‘of whofe"

dence I fhall here prefent the reader-with a concife ac-

1. Tt was afferted, that this was a proper time ‘to re- -
cover the fithery ;. for that daring the war the Dufch had

‘employed their fhipping principally in being the common

carviers of Europe, had ufed in the freight fervice num-
bers of their fithing veflels, and confequently had'meg- .
- leéted the herring fithery. . e
2. That fome Englifp gentlemen had,c‘ngakggd_m ar’
. partnerfhip . to fet up a herring filhery on the coaft of
"Séotland, but that the Dutch had deftroyed their nets, to

the value of 20,000 /7. w hich entirely: ruined the affair.”
3. The former evidence was_conﬁrmed, ~as to.the de-.

ftroying ‘of our filhermen’s nets by the Dutch. . That the

filhery could not be carried on by fingle veffels, nor with-
‘ot a. proper infpetion , but that great advantages would

arife from this branch of trade, by employing the poor |

‘of the kingdom of all ages, and both fexes. =

R 4_,’That=the' benefit of the herring fithery was c};tremg_, E
" Iy well known, and wanted only proper encouragement .

‘to engage people init. 1 '

""" g. That herrings are ‘about 40 .c a vb,a’rvrel at Dantgick,
and thit they ufed to be about 20 5. owing toa Q;c;cg\’(‘efb e

a fair propofal, was aflerted to - come

of the Dzizh, and total failure of the Scozch herring fith-
. 'That there has been exported: in one year from: the
firths of Forth and Murray, fixty thoufand: barrels, be-

t

- fides a confiderable quantity from' the.weft coaft; and in

173 v there were 4 or 500 bufles off Shetland. - .

"~ “Thatin the Baltic, the- Scotch herring fell from 2. .6 d.

-to'4 5. a barrel lefs -than the Dutch, for want'of the fame
regulations and curing. That Shet/land is the firft ftation
for fithing, and.that cod are taken before the herring fith-
ery begins, and between the fammer and dutumn fifh-
EII@S, iy L L e T
6. This evidence is the fame as produced a regular
ftate of the Durch fithery, asabove,: . © oo

It was  his- opinion, that each bufs required fourteen
men; that it would befides confiderably increafe our

- trade and. thipping; and, if carried on with fpirit, em-
~ ploy at leaft 100,000 people. 3 S

- That the’ Englifp, on a right ouffef; ‘can Cairfy ‘on the -
filheries cheaper than the Du#ch, and, if properly infpe&ts
ed, produce as good fifh, as well cured, and be at the

Hamburgh and Baltic markets much foonerthan they,

which may be clearly demonftrated,

. Thatlarge bounties ‘have been. given by a&sk"ojf'} p\iﬂm-
ment in different reigns, for encouraging this fithery, but.

- fuch bounties being fubjeé to great frauds and other in-

conyeniencies, efpecially in the ‘well curing of the fih,
the fithery has rather been ruined than aided thereby.
7. The reafon of the ‘falling off of the Dutch Afithery
from what'it was formerly, is by a former evidence alledg-
ed to -be the decline of the French markets, where cod
is principally received, inftead of the great quantity: of
herrings formerly taken. This the evidence might have:

‘added is'owing o the French having a great filhery of

their.own at Newfoundland, Cape Breton, &c, whereby

_ they xiot only ferve themfelves; but likewife fupply fo-

reign markets 3 which plainly reconciles the different cal-
culations :of the antient and modern fate of the Dyich
ﬁﬂlcry-, = e T B R T P SRS RN ST PR

. 'The! Norway fithery is likewile' faid to be confiderably
inereafed, and:theé;:Dutch home confumption  decreafed s
befides that,:. the:Dureh attend more to.their whale fithery -
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than formerly ; which is'a point that merits our ‘warmeft
cgefle@ions. oL ot Lo i el
"To balance the lofs of the French markets, great quan-

‘tities-might ‘be -exported. to the Mediterranean, Canary,

and weftern ifles, and to. the, Weff-Indies, and. ‘would felk

~at good-prices;. if the trade’ was -regularly parfued. ;. and

_ that only can. revive it at all foreign markets : For where’
_the Jupply is.-only.-accidental, . other .commodities that
| come in better order, will;be received:in their ftead. .

i .'This:is: confirmed by another ‘evidence, < and. it {eems

clear;upon.the whole; thati by the decline of the Dutch,
awvery fair opening is given. ns to engage in this trade

5 and that if we cure our filh under proper in(peétion, and

{upply the .markets: regularly, as many  may bé - fold,
'anlc)ipaz good prices, as:we fhall employ. veflels to .catch.
Upon. théfe and-various other, .confiderations, :a plan was
formed-and - exhibited - to thei commiitee, of which the
following!is a faithful abftradt.: o, S A

. That the :flock fhall be two. millions, as s before, re-

Clatedi

s Th’at',th;ré Iil:.{allu‘b-e a g.o-véfnbxj,"pﬂryevﬁ.de‘nt; and aﬁi‘ﬁa‘m’s‘,:- -

and the fubfcribers incorporated \und.,er ‘the .Wtitle;, of the
Free Britifb Fifbery. = - : ' AR

. That any city or town may fubfcribe-under the title of

the. chamber ‘of L»he,town;or;:‘city, to have the {amg"Pa:'
liamentary  encouragement -asithe oother fubfcribers; be
fubjeét to the fame regulations, manage their own.money

as they think- proper ; and. .each.,chamb'crlbgIiablc‘:k to :thi:

profit. and lofs upon their own ftock, - i

7 That the.aflitants have power to:make a.call:of -1 5‘, 5s
and g per Cent.-on: the ‘wholé® capital; ‘but. no- further

~ calls to- be made, unlefs-approved by ;hre'g'.fonpth,s’":‘orf:,t?le

‘. prbpl’ic,tots,-prefent. st

g " That 4. per. Cent.-on gooiécdrl.A cértaiﬁ;z=bé.allowed’for

feven. years; the 500,000 /. to.be -paid "into - the - bank,
and employed as foon as.convenient, under fuch rules and

- ordinances. as the parliament fhall direct; and the affilt-

an.,téﬂ.ﬁﬂials}‘ptit. the fime into execution, {o.as .to éprgfgfyc
the credit of the fithery at all foreign markets. :

That  four - men’ ont: of revery :bufs €m loyed,’ be: fur=

nifhed. to ‘the government, “when upon any emergency

. they hall be r:quirédk;‘fromft'l}c‘»'gdilxtéf?‘é{‘ii‘ﬁm:ts’.,»_'Il‘h‘e

. gOVEER-

SRR

1
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government to allow 1 per Cent. on the money paid into

the bank, for one, year, upon their being furnithed with
2000 ‘men, and allowing a:proper protection’ for the

veft, ooe L

. This is faid to have been propofed on the behalf, of the
merchants of Zopdon; but who thole merchants were, or
by whom this was introduced, is, neither very clear, nor

very .material. ' As to.the merchants. thoughts of this -

- matter, they will be feen prelently ; as alfo' that the gen-
tlemen, who formed 'this, in fome. mealure altéred their

opinions: ..

. But I muft previoufly obferve, that the evidences in

gencral agreed, that  a proper. infpeétion is necefliry.to
keep up the .goodnefs of the ftandard of. the heriings,

This is not to be doubted, - for .our :anceftors, as I have
fhewn, thought .the fame four hundred years ago, and

from. them :the Dutch took -it. But none of the evis

dence have given themfelves the' trouble to find out the -
true reafon how we came to entirély lofe, this .trade,
| therefore I intend to fhew on the face of the fub.

whic]

fequent plan.

report, the houfe came to the following refolation, - .-

. Martis 30 Dic Maii, xy49.
Re/b/z/m’, That the " c’:{arfyi‘nvg , bf; ‘the Brztz/b hérriﬁg

and cod fitheries, will be of eminent advantage to the
trade and navigation of thefe kingdoms, is highly worthy -

the confideration of parliament, and deferves proper en-
couragement, - . . e S

" Abill was brought into the hoafe, framéd by a gentleman
of the law, and went {o far ‘as to be/ committed. The
time allowed to do it in was.{o very fhort, that I rather
- admire it was fo well done, than that it has. been

‘thought extremely deficient, and confequently not in a
proper ftate to pafs that feflions; and that the reader may

. the better judge whether it was a bill fully adapted to this
great undertaking, it is here given him, " Iam obliged
g , : e

A R

S L s Pty b o e A R S T

T A AT e R

oS,

SoaT e IR Tk N ST T P Y SR
e R T e I e A o 2 e

ottt

$ e AN e e ot
A L e T




LI S N S N

nTB R e A A B AT R A AR a & a

LY

(46)

 to tranferibe the introdution, becaufe fomething hereaf-

ter will depend uponit..

-~ ¢ Whereas. the carrying on nd-improvement of the

Britifb 'white herring, and the'cod fitheries are of great
importance to thefe kingdoms, as;they may* be of emi-
pent advantage to the trade and navigation, thereof, and

‘numbers of induftrious paor,” provided the fame fifhe-

‘ries ‘be carried on by a large joint-fiock, vnder proper
regulations, and reafonable encouragement "be given

:
[

-8
¢ may be'a means of employing and providing for great
. . ,
«
<
[

thereto.”

. PaererorE, for the encouragement of fuch perfons -

‘as are willing to carry on the faid fitheries, and for the
better regulation of the faid trade, and for preventing
frauds and impofitions in the management thereof, be
it emadted, &6 o RS S
"¢ That it thall and may be lawful for his Majefty, &%.

¢ by Letters Patent *} under the great feal of Great Bri-

tain, to incorporate A; B, C, ¢ and all ‘and " every
perfon ‘and perfons, 'bodies politic and corporate, Who
in their own right, or as executors, adminiftrators, fuc-
ceffors ‘or afligns, derived, o to be derived from, by
or under the original proprietors, at any time or times
hereafter, fhall -have, or be _entituled, to any parf
fhare, or intereft of or 31 the capital fum of

SO erein after men

part, fhare; or intereft therein, to be one body politic
or corparate,. in deed or in name ; and by the name of
i‘_be’fat_i,eity'of;,fbe'.freijrﬂitiﬂvl Fifberys and by that
name to have a perpetual fucceflion, €g¢. and to con-
tinue in their refpective offices for the fpace of
S ..o from the date of the faid "Letters
Patent.” = . ol e e e
¢ And further, that it fhall be lawful for his Majefty,
his heirs, &Fc. to impower the faid fociety to “make by-
laws, for their better government, and regulation” of

B

% This may be of eminent advantage, and may be a means of em-

' ploying, - &e¢. is not purfuing the fenfe of the 'p‘ctition, nor- of any

man.;oncérne,dini:._ R L L
4+ However thefe are grounded upon, former preceedings of a fimilar

' .nat’t:re, the merchants want fimply the aét of the legiflature, and not
Cany letterspatents R

SR S © their

aetie s o

tioned, folong as fhey ’refpedivély. thall have any fuch -

¢ within the fpace’of

¢ and to dire& how the prQ[’Serty‘ of thep

. déﬁng the fubfeription, "~

\
i
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« their trade, and for the curing, forting, &'t.v of the

« fith, and for the government of the fervants, é9¢. foas
¢ the fame be approved by

i vof o o after the fame
¢ fhall be fo made. = LTI DR B
~ ¢« That it fhall be lawful for the faid fociety 'to dire&t
¢ what feals or marKs they fhall think - proper to affix to

¢ the barrels of fiflh s and if any perfon fhall counterfeit

¢ the fame, every fiich perfon hall -

" The next article is fo inconformable to’ the notion of |
our laws, that I pals it over. "~ e |

"'« And further, that it fhall be lawful for his Majelty te

~ «'impower the faid fociety to raife, by voluntary fub-

< {criptiony ‘the fum of * = e
erfons fubfcrib-

- ¢ ing, may be’ai(c‘er’tai'n‘ed, transferred’,"or-ahenatéd,"_' g

_ ¢ That his Majefty may empower thé' faid fociety to
< ‘make calls, and direét the payment of any part’ of the
€ faid famsof o T - on fuch
« part thereof as fhall be for that purpofe named. - '
- ¢ Provided that all money fo fubfcribed fhall be paid

‘e into the bank. oo T -
"/« That for an’ encouragement to fuch perfons 4s fhall -

¢ become fubfcriders to_the faid joint-ftock, for carrying

'« Provided that the faid fociety. fhall employ the fum
of . .o atleafty in the faid
fitheries, within the fpace-of =~ =~ - ‘months after
the date * of fuch fubfcription, and for manifeftation,
-the accounts to be laid before the parliament. =

"« That his: Majefty may empower the faid fociety to
« agree with any perfons, fubjets of Great Britain, un-

PR

. ¢ der the name of the chamber, & who thall fubfcribe

¢ the fam of - S -7 orupwards,
« to the faid joint flock, to cary on “the faid fifhery on
« their own account of profit and lofs; under fuch regu.

By date here s fdpp‘dfed ﬁd l‘_aei meant,’ the time of _ ‘(‘:om_pl'ev:ting and

+¢ lations

2
»
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atlons as the etters Patent fhall dxreé‘t 5 and
¢ chambers fhall have credit with the faid focxeqy,th‘};rﬁ:hz
<. money. actually paid in, fubje&t fo fuch deduéhons, for
< the cxpence ‘'of the faid undertakmg, as fhall be. regula~
~*rted in (uch agreement. . . %
.-¢ Provided that fuch chambers Whlch fhall trade on thelv

¢
< own. account, Ihall not have any profit arifing from the

<faid” foc1ety, except the z;ztere/l * of .the, fom fubfcrlbed ,
¢ and paid, which mcereﬁ {hall be pard them after the ‘»

rqte of ., .
¢ That from and after the fald mcorpor}xtron, the comq

< mrﬂ”xoners of the admlralty may demaxfd any nimber of
 men, . for every bnufls

ﬁmep, not exceedmg e
« employed by the faid foclety “For whxch men, the fo-,

¢ tzety i*/bal! not h entzm/ed fo receive more than the fum -

‘

of - . ... for. ever (

¢ and fox for a g AT men,
n proportlon ora greater numbe"

. < This aét not to exclude any of bis. Ma_]e'ﬁvy' 5 fubje&s, !
not members of: thxs focxety And to.be a pubhc agt

thle the houf'e was. canvaﬁ'ncr the artlcles of thls bJII

and . fome gentlemen, for reafons  We are very we‘l ac- .

~_the. cus :
riofity of fome of the. committee  natarally led them.¢co

- quainted ‘with, ‘made a point of i its not paffing,

~enquire | what the French thought, and how they reafon’d.

upor this fubjeét; wheréupon, ~beﬁdes letters and other
lntelhgence, a very {carce book was produced, intitled -

DicTIONAIRE CoMMERCIAL FRAI\CO!S, from whencc
the following remarks are in part. extracted. - e
- ‘The Durtcn were the firft on the herring ﬁfhery, and

that firlt found ‘the courfe and paflage; of:the fith. - - They.

‘began it fome time in the.year 116

3y 4S5 tbe a .
The manner  of faltmg and packmg thg/hc}i’rrmgs n.
casks, is faid to have been di(covered in the year 1416, by
W’zl/mm Baée/gz, native of Bzer Uliet,’ whofe ufeful ln-,

TR S

* By the mtm]} of the fums fubfcnbed is meant Iprefume,. ‘

therr fhare:of the public bounty, in. proportmn thereto, and therefore

'{hould be exprelly flated ; H ’otherw1fe there is fome meamng m 1t that

- dosi’t chufe to appear.
+ This riegative way .of expreﬁion produces no affirmative ; fo the
queftion may be hereatter, ‘not whether, the fociety is.to have no mere

than fo much, b
thexr mend. ug whether they are to have any thing at all for

vention

: from ar'y other veﬂ'el

( 49 )
venuon was of fo high efteem wrth poﬁerrty, that when
+the - Emperor ‘Charles V.-arrived in“the: Low Countries,-

+ with his ﬁ(ter, the' Queen of Hangar_y, they vxﬁted this

“‘man’s tomib, ¥

H

“The Dutch buﬁ'es, as- aware of bemg mterrupted in

’-’thelr fithery,  have ufually- on:board; ‘fome {mall cannon,
~ fwivel guns, musket*, long and {hort plkes, wuh pow-
fder and ball, & -

~It is not’ permrtted for any herrmg buﬁ'es to go out of

fthe poits of Holland, without being ‘efcorted - by 2 con-
.- voy, or that there be fo many together as carry eighteen -
*.ortwenty” {mall cannon, or {wivel" guns,. then .they. 'may

"go as a fleet'in c@mpany, and may take under thelr con-

voy any unarmed vellel.

“"Any verbal’ agreement, or' convention that is made for :

‘thelr coufervation,’ is of the fame force-and validity -as’ if
reduced into writing 3 and it is fo be obferved, that every

“armed: veflel mu(’c be provlded wnh ammumuon for fxo
] iteen fires.

‘When the- weather is ﬁne, and *hat any bufs w111 ﬁfh
m_fuch cafe the maﬁer muft fettle ‘his lower yards upon
the deck -along-fhip,' furl his main-top-fail,

to the wind: “And" fuch ~buofles a5 "do not fith,” xpu[t ‘be

~under - fail; ana not 1ntermmgle wrth thofe whlch are

fithing. -
The Frenab lmltate the(c regulauons of the Dutcb ado

" miralty; and have augmented them, by the addmon of
‘By an ordinance “of 'the miarine;.made in -

any others.
Augrft 1681, concerning the nets which the fithermen

sre to make-ufe of, “and ‘for the ordér.‘that is to .bé- ob
{erved between the mafters of the barks and. boats on this

- fithery, conformable to’ elght amcles of the ﬁfrh book of '
. that ordmance e R » v

1 The marihes of the nets whlch they ufe for the

khemng fithery, ‘are to be- one inch {quare, and the fifh-

ermen cannot employ any: othex, nor make ufe of thofe

nets in any otherfithery.
‘2. When they throw . then- nets - mto the fea to. ﬁfh
‘ they are obliged to ‘calt them:at leaft one hundted fathom
And m the mght to ﬂrew twa
: ﬁres,

[

and: leave 3
- the mizen top: fail out, in order to keep the veflel a-breaft
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ﬁres’ the on: ln thc head thc othcr in the ftem of the

vcﬂel O
3. thn thc nets are caﬂ: in thc mght, the veﬁ”el muﬁ

fhew . her fire abaft only at the time of cafting, and
.drive with her mizen, or mlzen-top -fail ont the {ame ﬁdc.n

~-to the wind as the. other veflels do. . -

4 The mafter of the bark ‘who fhall caﬂ: anchor in -

“the mght, imuft retire fo-far. from ‘the. place. of fithing,
that no- damage may comc to the other veITe]s that are
dnvmg

B When any veﬁ'e] is obhged by acc:dcnt to ceafe
‘ ﬁﬁung, or come to an anchor in the night,: he moft fhew

his fire thrée different times ;3 the firfk when he beginsto -

“hale his net:in, when -he has haled it half ip, and the
-third when qulte in; and then is fo throw hls ﬁre into the
’fca SR
6 IE the nets are 1mpeded or entanglcd they are ot
to throw their third fire into the {ea,
fourth, : and o keep two burnmg nll thc nets are dlfen-'
gagcd
It is forbxd under corporal pumfhment, for ﬁfh-
~ ermen to make:- any fires, without neceflity s nor othcr-
) wt(e, but at the time and in the manner abovefaid. -
8. When:the, major, part of the fleet. ceafes to fith, and

but muft thew-a ~

come to an an.ehor, the others are obhgcd to do the

{"’fame.u;- L SRl

A Gelm 41 Akmmt qf‘ tbe F I S H E R Y

o

There are fo many kmds of herrmgs, and had-from '

:fuch ‘a variety of -places, that it-would be difficult to give
“a régular.account of the trade, nor. pofitively. the manner

of falting and curing of them s - every  nation: having its -
particular mode; but . the fol]owmg is thc beﬁ: account

'~ that could be procured.. (-

- The Dutch mark’d herrmgs are. beﬂ; eﬁeemed and in

general herrings muft- be good conditioned; the fithing

of the fame night falted- with cléan chryftal falt,. fat, flefhy,
firin, ~white, - equal in bignefs, ‘well pack’d and . placed in,
caskitight, well- hooped, and fuﬂic:-,- B
ently fill'd with' brine, which being wanted, -they .turn -

- yellow, gives them a bad quahty, and prodlglouﬂy leﬁ‘ens 0

Therc .

~ the barrels; and tl}Y

both the reputauoﬂ and prxcc. ¥

(f!)

Thére are three. kind - of mark’d’ herrmg among - ‘the
Batcb each lefs than the other, and of prices. proporti-

- onate ; the laft fort are called traﬂl, and thc dxﬁ'ercnt

kinds-mark’d accordingly. -
. The next.beft to-the. Dm‘tb are the Irz/}; herrmg, and

' thofc of Galloway larger than from any other port in that |

kingdom ;5 and are very well tated when not cured with .
allum falt ; but.they are neither fo carefully. forted, nor fo
well..drawn. and cleans’d-as the Duw¢ch herring,

 The Scotch fend fome: herrmg to France, but they are
not of a good quality, not’ well pack’d, or placed in the
barrelss: befides they are unequal, falted - with, foul falt,

- and more flovenly drawn than the Zriff; but.are, in nar

ture, as good as the beft Dutch mark’d herrmgs, fo want
only the Follanders care and infpetion.. .

"The Englifp herrings: thac come into France, are . the
wonﬂ: of allf; they are very dry, and cured with weak falt,
but-are: pretty ‘well pack’d, and the barrels lefs than, f:om '
other: places. .

In France, they ﬁfh for and cure Berrmgs in. feveral
places "They are of: different degrees of goodnefs, ac-

_cording to the part of the coaft they are taken on. Digps

Haoré. de Grace, and: Honfleur, furnith very, good herrings, -
Thofe of Diepare the:beft, like the middle Du#ch mark'd -
fith; but.dryer.. Thofe. caught on the coaft of Picardy

- are not:{o good. - They never fith on the Frem/: coaft.for

herrmg, but in autumn.
‘I'/;e mamm' of czzrmg H E RRI N G S

As foon as the: herrmgs are . out of the fca (the Ca- ‘
quler) the perfon deftin’d to that work, draws them with
great care, to leave the roe entire behind. - Then they

. wafh' them: in frefh waters: afterwards throw them ina

- toa brme, made of fea falt and frefh- water,: where they

remain 12 or 14 hours, then are taken out, well drain-

' ed, and put into the barrel whcre they are properly

'paci{d and falted PRV ey en st et

‘N B The reader who mtends to mtermeddle wuh .
the herring fithery, muft:not depend on. this French me-.

thod:of curing. [-fhall therefore, by: way of caution, refer
: ium back to the ftate of the Dutch ﬁfhery, where he
. | G

will




And /aftly, that the falt be clean and firong,
 tight, and érizein-abundance, "~ oo

(§2)

will finid the method very different, and more to be de-

" "pended upon.:

" Thefe vaﬁbus_accbunts \ba\}ef‘ howevérv‘-prc‘)ducg‘d the
following obvious' reflettions. That the .P’Qd‘?CI’?S of

. triae marketable he;ringg, depends

<" 1, On the place where they are caught. = :

‘2d, 'On the right and expeditious curing of. thiem.v v
" 3d, ‘On'thedrawing and cleanfing t.heql_s(%_zlj‘g!{y._ Sy
* 4th, On the forting and repacking judicioudly.

Asto the pldﬁe; eiperiente has evinced, that herring are

' taken in their higheft perfe&ion off from Zetland, in Bra/-

7y found, ‘and fometimesa little farther fouth. But it is
"fzrtéih; 'tila"t the farthér(outh they are found,the filharefo

much the worfe; for they fpawnand wafteall the way. As:

to the falt, ‘it will not be amifs to be very particular a-

bout it 3 becaufe the proper fort:is not fﬁl‘eaﬁ]y,gficerf

ined, as the place of ‘the fithery...o et
t‘al"i?h'é"g’ehetalpn’dtion is, that the Dutch mix the French

" 4nd St. Ubes’s falt with fea-water, -then boil it up anew

and refineit. It is certain that they fetch great quantities,

 Both from France and St.Ube’s; but do not. refine it for:

ner fithery. Though it's probable, that when
‘:}lizyfurx::;ck their )_la_utﬁmn' fith, it is done with. refined
{ait;' At the fame time it is myfterious to “me, why they
“mix the falt water with the foreign falt; for unle(s the

. price of firing be high, é«ﬁner'falt, ,a'nd'muchr cheaper
‘-E;;eboe'mad'g of fea water’ onlys and as that may be

‘done with ‘pit-coal, which they have at le»fsip'ric'e than we
gz’:: ;,:at I?oﬁdoﬂ confiderably ; fo fea water will dobeft
alone.  Flowever the following remarks may, perhaps,
contribute to clear up this matter. - S e iR A

3 ;. h .Dléttly srepare two kinds (')f refined falf',-:the. Ohef

o"'f f::nall gtaig, \Iz)vh'xch they call butter falt, wl_ucl? is for
of ufe, "wherewith’ they carry on a’ greatin.
land trade. The other fortis a- very.firong," pure falt,

domeftic ufe, and

the largeft grain of any boild falt now made, except fome

he farg - Ao O miade in
- iven into the -committee for a fpecimen, and’ made
gven 10 e . . England,

the cask

P I

England, which is full as clean, ftrong, large gram‘d

~and good, and which is made from pure fea water.

The falt which the Dutch is faid to refine,. is the ma-
rine bay falt, which they have chiefly from France and. .
8pain, -and find that they produce the beft effe& -mix’d.
With one part of the falt of Souffon, they ~mix three
parts of Spani/k falt. - The Souffon falt is very dirty, and:
of a bad green colour, but it is of great ftrength, and
‘cofts not above half the price of Spanifb falt; fo that.
‘they-efteem a certain proportion. of it neceflary, but ufe
it very {paringly, as having experienced, that more than
and unfit for fale. =
.They diffolve this falt i

-a quarter part of it would make the refined falc bléck,

[ in’ c‘l_ean"{‘ea water, whfch they}~
fetch in veflels to their works at Rotterdam and Dort,.

'&¢. from below the Briel and Helvaetfluys. Out of thefe.

veflels it is craned into cellars, where it is impregnated, =

“with the bay falt, to a certain degree of ftrength, of

which they judge by hydrometers made for that-purpofe.

. As to the further procefs, and  the various. ways of
making falt, T muft beg leave to refer the curious reader.
to a book lately publithed, entitled the art of making

of common falt, &c. by Willliam Brownrigg, M. D.

F. R.S. who has colle€ted his remarks generally from.

- very good authorities. - It is fufficient here to fay further,
‘on this head, that the fucce(s.of both herring and cod-
fifheries, - eflentially depend on the ftrength and: purity of

the falt ; the contrary being the true caufe of the decay:

‘of the fith,: or of their yellownefs, as has: been before
‘obferved. R R RS S

" The Cop Fisuery, as conneded with, "or that:

is propofed to be profecuted in aid of the herring fith-
ery, and to be purfued both before, and in the intervals

_of the herring feafons, may be carried on in various parts,
~.both on the north-eaft, eaft, north, and north-weft of
Scotland.  From the, Dogger-bank, on the eaft, to the

fouthermoft of the ifles on the weft. And. befides the -
various banks that lie difperfed abouc¢ in both feas, there
is a rifc of fand-that firft touches the coalt’ of Futland;.

" and then ranging round Zetland, ‘or Schetland, termi-
- nateson the weft of the Hebrides.  On all thefe-banks and -

Gz 0 aifis
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riffs are taken valt quantities of cod and fing (of the laft

fith I fhall ‘fpeak heréafier) and they are to the welt-

ward “of the Hebrides, of a much larger fize, than on .

the ‘Dogger and other banks on the eaft fide of Scotlend.
‘The Duteh, -who'fifh inall thefe places, as-well as on
the coaft of Ife/and, in the different feafont, ufe forbait,
lampreys, which they purchafe in the river Thazmes, and
deal for large quantities at Londor and Mortlack. "‘This

" bait the cod are very fond of, ibecaufe when in pieceson .
the hook, they yet feem to preferve life and motion,
and therefore the cod take them eagerly.  The ‘benefitof -

pure:falt is apparent in the cod, as well as in herring.-

“Thofe the Dutch cure are clean and whites thofe the: ’

Englifb cure are brown and dirty. = Sorit is in Nessfound-

land; where the French fith are ‘much the beft ‘coloured, -

and moftjagreeably tafted. -T'he /izg is naturally a whiter,
and 1 think, when well cured, a much better fifh than the’
cod, and not o eafily’ fpoiled ‘with bad “falt. - If the ac-

counts given us of thefe feveral fitheries in former times

may’ be depended upon, they were very different from
what they are at preferit; and both herring and cod {warm by

. our coafts in greater abundance; ‘more efpecially the cod.
The reafon of this'T am not-prepared fufficiently to enter .

into, -but am apprehenfive, that the more ‘which is caught
of them in Admerica, the fewer there are on our coaft, and’
fo experience feems to have ‘evinced. ‘Nor ‘is it at all
difficult to conceive how they pafs the A#/antic 5 nor in

what fhort {pace of time, as they are well known tofwim

- .much fafter than a-fhip can fil, and require no reft but
what their own element affords them. The cod is infi-

nitely lefs expenfive than the herring fithery, in the man- -
‘ner ‘they are taken -and cured for ‘the barrel only, as ic -

~ requires 'no ‘nets, nor the'fame labour in the curing;’

“tho’ perhaps if there was a little ‘more pains taken with- -
them, it would amply pay in the ‘confumption and :fale, .

- as'cod-finely wet cured; are much better-eating than bac-’

calao, {o are wet cured ling, than ftock-fith. - The mar<-

kets for the wet cured cod are not {o confined to feafon
~as the herrings;. nor are’ the times of taking them fo

critical, as they are found upon the refpeflive banks all”

-~ the fummer; and may come to the domeftic, ‘or be car-
ried-tg 'the foreign markets at “any time; -however, for
thofe that go to the fouthward, it is beft before the

I R ‘ i Nezwo-

C

(s

Newfoundland trade arsive. - But then fuch veflels as take
cod for exportation on the weft-of S‘th‘lal(d,“fn(cvc':r come -

into the channel.’. =

“ There is likewife on the coafts of Scotland, on the . .-
esft,” and o the weft fides, 'if the ftaple be fettled on the'
main land, one other important fithery, which is that of .
falmon. = And notwithftanding there is not ulually any,
great profit made ‘of this commodity, after all expences .

- paid ;yerif a good falmon fifhery be leafed to the com~

pany, it-will produce confiderable profit to them, becaufe - |

at certain feafons of the year, their people may not be:
all fully employed 5 and theréfore fuch as are not may

cure the falmon, either by pickling or drying them, with~
out any fignificant expence to the company ; and by that

courfe of this bufinefs, could novbe done.

 The employment of the people on fhore, whenthey ;‘

are not curing, casking, and fhipping the fith, will be

in making cordage, fithinglines, weaving of nets, ‘and

tanning them; in fome parts of which labours, children:
‘at ten years of age, and the very ancient, the blind and -
the lame may be of fome ufe. Whethera fettlement be
mide on the iflands or on the continent, all kinds of pro-
vifions, except bread.corn, will be fufficiently plentiful,

"and cultivation engage part of the people’s leifure .time 3

fo that if ever this defign happily takes place, T don’t
fee why it may not be made a comfortable -fupport
‘for all the unprovided poor in Great Britain; 1 mean
for ‘all fuch as the parithes are obliged to bring up

and maintain, who may here be trained to a great

variety of laudable trades, as fmiths, carpenters, rope-
makers, feamen, filhermen, husbandmen, fhoemakers, ..
taylors, &¢ and the girls: made net-weavers, _houfe-.
In a word, as in a proper. -

wives, fempftrefles,” {5c. ) vord, :
fithation, there can be but very. few neceflaries wanted,

‘but what may - be raifed, manuafaétured, or cultiva-

ted within themfelves, fo may our parifhes be disburthen-

ed of their poor, at the fame time that the north is guard- -
ed againtt all future invafionss the poor. bighland ' people. -
inftruted and civilized, .and the nation ftrengthened and

enriched.

~ Thefe are advdi‘lﬁa‘g'é.s' not to 'béfiacqui‘red‘ 'in an y,eq‘_ual.':, v
degree, by feutling of diftant colonies; though they may .
' : O - be

nieans make a profit, which ‘otherwile, in the common




~ be eventually of fome fervice, but not on a parity with the.
making of ourfelves ftrong at home, and. the" improving
of our navigation, feamen, ‘and wealth, in {uch a manner
as to give dignity and luftre to the Britifh crown, and to

¢ommand ' .reverence and refpeét from the furrounding

~mations.” T R TR
~ As'we conceive this to be the great view of our poli-

tical conduét; and as it is as apparent as the nature of

‘human judgment is capable of making it, that a fithery
fet_up on juft principles, and managed with skill and ho~
nefty, is capable of anf{wering all the benéficial purpofes
- hereby propofed; fo we may reafonably conclude, that
~ thofe who have the direétion of public affairs, will a& fo
much on the principles of felf-reputation, and love to
~ their country, as not only to intereft themfelves in the

~ promotion and encouragement of fo good a work, but

will likewife ufe all their art and induftry to give it the
- utmoft difpatch; and that they may have all ‘the aids in
My power to give them, I have form’d hereunder the
outlinesof a plan for carrying this important defign into

_execution,

. A PLAN propofid for the recovery of the Britith

- Herring and Cod Fijperies.

=L Thata fum of money be raifed by {ubfcription, net
_exceeding - " - " tobepaidinto the
bank, in fuch manner, and on fuch calls, as may be by
the legiflature directed, and that the fame be made a capi-
- tal fund, wherewith to carry on the white herring and
eod filheries. Gl T

~ II. That for the condué and, management of the faid
fund, and for the direétion and application of the fame,
to the reviving and improving of the faid fifheries, there
be a governor, prefident, vice-prefident, and forty-feven’

 afliftants.

HII. That the government-do grant and allow per
Cent. on all the money attually employed in the faid fith--
<ries, and  per Cent. on what fhall be fubfcribed into the
- iock, and unemployed. L e
oL - IV,

Gy
V. That the 'cér‘n;;a'n‘j}'bé at liberty to burclhaaféll‘a:ﬁ‘d's"

-and tenements, .to {uch an amount in "value, and of fuch

éxtent, as fhall be purely convenient and neceflary for the

arrying on the faid fithery with' fuccefs. -

.. V. That the company have power to make laws for the
better government of the community living under them
in the nature of a royal peculiar, or exempt juriidiction,
fo that the fame laws be approved by fuch perfons as: his
Majefty fhall appoint, and be ratified by parliament. =

VI. That neither _,th;' ‘c"orhpan'y:, ‘.v‘\fliéir' 6fﬁcéfsﬂ or fer-
vants, fhall be fubjeé or liable to any affize or inquifition, -

or to be fued, or anfwer in any other court than that of
the company, in matters fimply relative ta the faid fith-

€ry,

 VIL-That 25 to all Debts contraled within the faid

~ jurifdi€tion, not exceeding the fum ‘of five pounds, the

fanie fhall be adjufted by a court of equity, in the nature

of a court of cenf¢ience. But as to all debts above the .

faid fum, and in petty larcenies, the fameé to be tried by
juries, ST T e s ey

. - VIII.. That for the ‘fpape’of feven ye:i’r»sj‘frd:nj‘ thv‘giyc‘{m»xs

Panies firft entring on the fithing trade, no cuftom, in-

ward or outward, impoft or excife, be paid on falt fpeci-
ally ufed for curing of fith, or on filh cured for either
foreign or domeftic markets, nor upon naval ftores, ot
materials for the fithery. o S

- IX That white her}ing‘tak-e'n" 'and;‘i'n‘xboftédf l)i'y‘fareiign.' :
ers, fhall -pay five fhillings per barrel of thirty-two gallons,
and all cod, ling, and other cured fea fith, wet ordry :

falt‘ejd,,tl‘lfrée-p,'c:hi;éAé'ac'h fih.

X, Txhat’ awﬂ'ap]é fhall be fettled, where the company
fhall ind moft conveniént, to the ‘northward of the lati- -

‘tude of 57, eitherto the north-eaft or north-wef} of §zo¢-
land, or on the ifles of ‘the fame ; and-at fuch ftaple or

~* flaples,. ere@ receptacles for all kind of naval ftores, other
foreign ‘matetials'for'the fithery, and falt; ‘and fuchftores, -




. (58) -
:f:)’:‘,' to be under two locks, the key of one to be in the
caftody of a refident. officer in the'cuftoms or ‘excife, the
. other'in the cuftody .of an. officer of the company, who
fhall- feverally. keep account. of the. receipts and iflues;

“as are apply’d to the ufe of the ﬁ_fheryf
) XL | That ,ft.'ﬁéﬂ:ciii;f: officer Qﬁic’:hi."f‘hé;éo‘mpén’y. fhalt

“appoint,. to.govern-the faple. or. ftaples, Ahall.be vgﬁcd.by_
law,, with. ample, powers,. by and.with: the advice and
confent of. 2. council allotted him, to.prevent.all'interrop-

" tions in the filhery by foreigners, in fight of land, of
any nation, and-where. neceffary,. to repel force b)f force,

* As likewife to punifh; on, the fpot, .any: mishehaviour of
the company’s fervants; committed.on. the. fea,. during the
XII. That no ftaple be fettled but where there is a
very- good; harbour for. building, rgpgiripg,, andl;aymg up

. the veflels.employed; .and where there 15 convenience: for:

them. in:all.the:fevéral occupations. requifite to the more.
eafy. and cheap,methods of carrying. on. and improving

- plined.

no.veflels: fhall be built,. or. nets made, . after . the firft out-
fet, but.where the. company, fhall eftablifh- their. general
flaple. 7 R T I PO AR
__XIV. That any, {ums not.under. .. . &

may, be fublcribed- into-this.ftock 5. but -no perfon. fall

 be an affitant that fubferibes lefs than- five hundred

poundses e e T

X,Vi That anexa& ahd regularmethod be lald \ down,
founded: on. the befl.information that..can. be procured;,
fgr;j:hé- thanner,, order, and' decorum’ of the: fleet whent

that thereby no ftores.may be iffued free of. duty,. but {dch :

entertaining, the. companies.fervants; and: of. employing;.
the fithery, and where they may be ‘united and difci~

. XIIL- That to. prevent. frauds in the importation of
maval ftores, and-materials.for the fitheries free - of duties,:

" be: entitled to be.governor, -pr’eﬁdent,,pr:.vice-preﬁdcht,; ,
~ that {ubferibes lefs than one. thoufand: pounds,. nor. tor

fithing;: for the beft way of guting, cleaning, forting,; -
T ‘ ’ _ packing,

‘packing, fhipping, and-difpptching of the:fith'to-foreign
anarkets; for the meafure of the cask; . infpeétion and
marking ; for .the order and ‘good ‘govermment of the
people employed in their refpeive . avdcations:on fhore,

~for :the manner of Jaying mp and preferving the veflels in

the harbour, their rigging and fea flores,. and for ithe ~
pratice of religious and , martial .exercifes, 'with . what

_nther matters fhall appear, ondue deliberations - to-be for

the better fertling and regulating - of '3 commercial. com- .

~ tnunity, ‘on the moft firm and durable principles. .

- Majefty’s cuftom:houfe or excife-officers. -

- of the-people.on fliore, ‘and - for thefupplying of

. XVI. That ss pleaty of provifions, and chespnels

- of Jabour. are, | when . dire€ted | by skill ‘and :integrity,

the, probable, means of. producing a.happy iflue ;o this -
undertaking, it may. not be amifs to confider, in the fit@
purchafing, or leafing of lands, the nature of the foil for
cultivation, for feeding of cautle, sfar producing roots:and

~ herbage, for.raifing of barley, beans and peafe, .or-fuch.

other grain, and pulfe, as.may be neceflary to the fuppors
thofe

the fiheries with:wholefome food and liquors

XVIL That for the fake of cheapnefs; to prevent frands
in the.duties, and thatthe falt. may e alwaysiof equal .
goodnefs and purity, it - feems requifite,  that the fame

N7 e 4

- fhould ibe made on the fpot, .under the infpetion of his

_ XVIIL That for the greater encouragement of the

{sid- fithing, and as a particular mark of the parliament's
approbation of ity and of their defire to promote it, it is *
propofed, :that:all fuch, perfons as fhall fubfcribe .2 flack
towards the advancing of. the {aid fitheries, and .all fuch - -

- as fhall beemployed fory . or.in. the manage ment ggherepf 5
‘or for purfuing {uch direétions "and.inftructions abont it, - .

23 fhall any way. be derived from .his Majefty’s apthority in

' it, fhall, whether natives or foreigners, with their fhips,

"bufles, boats. F¢. be e

- XIX. :And in order that fuch protection jmay be com:
plete, it is further propos'd, that whenever the flaple

fhall be eftablithed, that the company be at liberty: ‘to fors

C

DUl prefly declared to be taken'inte’
~ the protection of the government. - -G




nfy thc place in fuch manner, as to guard agamﬁ any fud.
“den furprxze, and that until the fame be ﬁm{hed, and the
compames fervants fo well difciplined. as'to’ be in: coqu~
-tion'to " dcfcnd it;-as “likewife at all times, when ‘the

:greater <part of the befl men‘are at fea, that his Majelty -

will be pleafed to'‘allow-a- fufficient number of reguhr

_troops onfhore,’ and fuch’ men of war by fed, ‘as miay ap-

“pear ‘competent. for prote€tion. *Nor will this requeft ap-
“pear extraordmary,

‘is the condué& of the Duich, who, as
our good frlends and allies; have always’ treatcd us on-our
own. coafts, as if ‘we had been ‘public -enemies, - which

' the honour‘of: any ethcr natmn would hardly have pcr*

' mmed. R

XX And ﬁnally, as thc wholc {’mes of the preccdlng
cvxdences and; opinions- have: fufficiently. evinced, '‘that
'w:thout good falt, cheapnefs, mduﬁry, ‘public ‘encourage-
mert, and:convenience of ‘ ftation," it'is impofiible to carry

adcﬁgn of: this lmportant mnature eﬁ’c&ually into’execu- -
tion ; fo muft all thefe matters be thoroughly . conﬁdercd S

and adjuﬁcd ‘before it will be reafonable to eXpe& that:
"men" offortune will venture: their-money: Nor, ‘in'my
humble opuuon, can the'great purpofe in view be attains

-~ &d, without:‘all “the bufinefs -being-'done by a-collective .
'body in cne, or.at moft:in two: ‘places, and thofe to the
northward of the latitude .of 57 ; I mean mdependent of -
the.chief dlre&mn, whlch, all agree, may be be& execug
: ted at Lom’on. i |

)

1 have only to obfervc on’ the above plan, that it ]S‘:
purely intended ‘to- amend fome previous- particulars, and :

to add to others, as concelvmg that out’ of the’ whole, a

complete fcheme ‘may be formed ~when the’ leglﬂaturef
fhall ﬁnd it agreeable to pafs an a& in favour of the ﬁfh '

"~ery

PSS ~>', . N

Jar as it relates to our exclufive right to thefe fitheries,

- and the ‘extraéts being made  from - undoubted authomy,' :

thcrc needcth not any. farther prcfacc.

e i “MII'Q:

hen:alliaccounts unanimoufly agree, -
~_that ‘one reafon of. he : prefent melancholy ftate ‘of “the -
- Britifh fitheries,

The next regards the domlmon of the fea 3+in partlcu-'

(61) o
Mare Claufum, feu, dc dommw marxs, vol
| _€ap.. XXi, pag 1;62.‘Sclécn.

QQIO

T tran{'eundx,z 1ta & pl(‘candl lxbertatem a reglbus"

Anglnae, cen terrltoru marini dominis, impetratam

- comperimus, €jus reiteffimonium quidem eft lucu-.

leptum In ¢o, quad € tabulxs parlxamentams fuperws 1de.
veé‘tlgahbus qmbufcunque in mari pifcantibus’ lmpoﬁtls
fub Richardo" rege fecundo, ‘adducitur. . Quin.in facris
_Scriniis octurrit, Henricum VI. Gallis_aliifque exten‘ls
quamplurimis ﬁglllaum indulfifle 2 per anum annum inte- .

grum mﬂtummaa’o (mterdum per, fex menfes) &e. zre;er

mare pifcando omni tempore &5 gquoties, &c. . Sed & fidéi :
‘publicae. feu falvi conduétus nomine mdulgebatur hzc-
Tibertas,” .Euam & mnavibus prca(oms modus’ prefcribi-
tur, Ne xxx: dolia ex:edﬂm. & verum quxdem eft, adjici -
“velat rationem aliquam feu conditionem veniae, ut pari
cum exteris fecuritate ahquot alii, qui Anglo fuberant, .
prcando fruerentur

- cam habuit, ut fi hofce deturbarent illi, mo]cfhafve eis

,exhxberent, veniae bcneﬁcm excxderent rationis illius

{eu condmoms, fub dlplomatum initia, verba ad hunc .

- modum - fe habuere; «#- fafum ptfmm!z a/emm alzorem- .

- que pzﬁzam, pro wtilitate publica, augeatur, continnetur .,

& vigat,, mecnon ut qazéujdam certis pifcatoribus. obedien~ :

tiae m/z‘rae par fecuritas ‘atque confimilis praefictur, £ .
fat." Certos pifeatores obedientiae noffrae.” Gallos etiam .

fuiﬁe opinor, qui tunc in, ditione Angh' cum fcxllce;c
omma ferc, ‘praeter litus chardlcum, in Gallus, paulo -
ante ab Anglo defecerant ; id eft, fub 'extremo. Henriei |
fexti. -, Quod vero five'hic de pari fecuritate occursit,

five alibi- interdum etiam de publica Jide, five ex Galli,

~ dive Flandri, five. Arcmoncl codcillis % etiam pifcatori-

" bus Anghae praeﬁanda, id ferc “evenit, cum,’ defervef-,f

centibas inimicitiis, de "induciis foedereve, fiebat delibe- .
ratio. . Utrmqué interim fecuritas ejufmodi- ex pacto
nonnumquam praeﬂ;abatur fed ab. Anglo tam ut a doma-

“np loci, quam ut ‘ab eo’ qui in. amicitiam rediturus erats -

ab ahls,hoc tantum nomme, non illo : mﬁ de portuum & -

X Rox. Parli'g: Hen. part. i; mum. 6; cap. 15. LT
2 Rot. Francia. 38 Hen. VL membran. 9 &.14i.c.0 v .0 :
3 % Hen, IV. in fhed; vetuft, Biblothes® Cottemanae, &y

: H oz htorum

" Quod, ideo duntaxat -in.indultq Jo- iy




ey o i
Jitorum ufu rem_ capias: nam ita tam hos domings quam:
iliim effe nemo difitetur. Etiam & aevo noftro 2 fummo
maris praefeétd impetrari folebat venia Gallis; qui foleas
Henrici IV. Galliaram regis menfac in mari interfluente
caperént § qilod afferunt qui tribunali & rébus nidritirhis

o ajiud nosidin praefiere. Etidin' & captds'efle Gallordm CFE
injuriariim reis, quae ¢itkd Hojufniodi vénidm pifs .

“vésiut

catignet ibi' exercerent.  In oriénrtali aitem; ‘qioddgto *

Ebdracenfi & vicino praejacet; miaki, libettas pifcandi Hol-*

- 1andis & Zeldndis a caftri Seirdebirgenfis; Eboracenfiinlis

tore pofiti, priefeéto,ex vereti inflituto folitum eft impétra -
i} qubd & inte anhos complares théniorat V. €. Guliliel: -
nigi Camden s de ovisillis berba faciens s Operae previurm,

 flfbar i [ubjectosnbi bblecunt (five leucomdenidary
ant thalddumt f§ ita mabis) ‘pifeaturam Hollawdos & Ze

Liiiss exhpcive, ¢k vénidm privs veteri infiit

inquic ille 1, videatur adnotare Wherritiam & quéfluc-’

czg%jfe}aiz’t gl horore fibi réjervate, utilitase vers éxi
S G i Gudian refignath ineredibile enivh for it
qiahtan pecutiae vim ex bhe iH hofird Jitore pifcatura.
Hollindi ' bi-corrogans.  Sic' il "Aliér ' etiath .
miritimarant peritiffimus,” qui libéllim Anglico idigiate -

conferiptirh; parliamentarits fub Elizabétha regita cothi-

 tiis dé pifcatutaé_commods’ éx ibait; Flandrod' feribits -

Hollandos, Zelindos quotadnis, inclinante- seftate, qiia= -
dringenth-aut quingentd mivigia (Bafles vocant) ehit-
teie 3" haldeam  pifeatiirdm In mari. hoc or
whike's BEFORE THEY Fish,' THEY Aék LEAVE 6F
Scakiibrbtch; id eft, b wiriuah pifiatiram ¥eréent,
G Sedrdebuvgi prefedto_ wewiam pefunts qude fure ejus’
verbi- ¢difto item catiedm eft fub Jicdbo Rege foftro '3,

mequis Exterds in mari Anglicatio,” st Hlibernict, sut ¢ -

ool Keinec 4d Tnfold reghi ARplie eeressh pifeareea,
venil gﬁqihb 4 legatis 4d hane rem Tiondini, conftitutis
non vbt

habeiit alii -

i ik, pab. dg6.
3 Edi€t.'7 Jacobi Rii6 Maits. o 1Y s ,_

: 4 Gerard, Malifius id- lege - Mérchtoria, " cap. 35 = Nl
[SEERREES S S o Loex o ~ eurrent |

_ pori inflititto e bot
chfiro impetpiviyint. - Veniam ‘enint pifcandi femper con-

i

‘et ©
fentali, -

v ints ot qhocannis MBS soiacs. D venia pi-
candi sias tém & regbils Abglife exterl jimpetrata alia
4 canfa autem quod AUED frequéntes non Ge=

2 Hitchcock’s New Years Gift, Ediﬁ‘_ﬁoﬁdilneaﬁ MDL*XXX.-} f. » ’

mari pracjacente

 quanae fluvii oftio terminetur: tempus item ab autumno,

cirent five tranféindi five pifcandi in mari Anglicita”

quia ex foederibus, cum  vicinis,
ejud modi libertas fuerit, uti itidem ‘portua
jtinerum_liarumque ‘rergm, “ita utrinque
conftante foedere,” velut afger” compafcuus tam foeder
utenti quam Anglo domino. mare deferviret. “Sed”vero

‘prificipibus initis totied "
’ m’" litoram,

5 ;

eifim in_foederibus hujufmodi limites interdun piféa-.

wirie pofiti funt ;-

mites hofce pifciri ‘¢x foedere - non liceret ; Anglo
pracjacente univerfo dominfum retinente. ' B
gium et fub Henrico noftro iv. exemplum. -~ Padtum
inierat Gallus & Anglds *, pifcaturam utriufque fubditos: -
libere exerceré poffe toto mari, quod Kin¢ portu Scarde-,
birgenfi & Southamtonienfi, illinc Flanidrize extremo & fe -

1 v 15, équerent ‘cilendds coercéri. - At
que ut vi foederis tito frui polfent Galli, literas publicae -

fidel pracfectis aritimis univerfis dat rex nofter. Limis -

intrd Januarias, quae fequerentur,

" te5 hie pline Gallos ab occidentaliori; ‘& quod fub Africo -
poficir elt, " mari excludebant, uti_etiam ab’ orientali,
~quod in feptentrioném ab illis porrigitar; utpote ab Hen-
rito noftro, pro fuo, ut domini, arbitratu, ‘itafinito; Ne- -
‘que jutis erat ne quidem umbra, qua in pracfinicndis his
Jlimitibus Gallus donhini vicern obtinere videreturs cum,
ne¢ feclafuin mire Jitds ejus ullibiin {eptentrione allueret,
néc in"auftro (praeter Normanniam) aut in occidente
piejacentem haberet ‘mari- regionem:  Caetera feilicet

aut Britanniae atemoricae dux aut Anglus tenebat, ut fu--

pit monitum eft. Hinc fine in ufa fuit, reges Anglisc

tutelam pifcatoribus etiam exteris edifto interdum, armae
ta'interdum ¢laffe pracfiare, ubi: {cilicet five ex foedere,
five ‘ex impetrata venia, temperamentis pro Angli arbi.
trio adje&tis, pifeatum ibant.  Lemma in facris feriniis eft,”

‘dé tempore Edwirdi L Pro bominibus “Hollandiae, &'

Zelandiae, & Frifide, quod pifeari pofit prope. JERNE: -
muTH. Sequitur codicillus de eoram. tutela T regivs;”
“Rex dileto & fideli fub Foanttide BuTETURTE cuffodi na-

Fitiniae fune de JERNEMUTH, Jalutem. Quinintelleximisy '

" R, Franciac 5 Hen. 1V, o Septembits, T
% Ret, Patent.. 23 Edw. I, membr, 5.

libertatis- conceffionum_ formulae, ‘ind¢ planifiime evenit,”

| quod impimis obférvandim eft : limi--
tes tuin loci, turn temporis. Aded ut foederato ultra'li




. apud WENGRAM ¥xvi

" quod multi bowines departibus Hollandiae & Zelsndiae

&.etiam Frifine, qui funt de amicitia nofira, ad pifeandum 1
in mari noffra prope JeRNEMUTH, bis diebus funt ventu- ‘
715 vobis mandamus, quod publice proclamiari faciatis fe-

el vel bis ingualibit [eptimana, ne aliqui, fub omni guod

2obis foris facere poterunt, cifdems inferre pracfumant in.
Juriam, moleftiam, damnum, impedimentum. iliguod . aut |

 gravamen s fed ipfis potius, cum indiguerint, confulentis |
- Snt &8 auxiliantis; ita_quod abfque impedimento pifeari

& commodum fuum. fatere poffint. In cujusrei veftimoni-_ :
%7 bas literas nofiras fieri fecimus pafentes afque ad !
Jinem St. Martini proxime futuri duraiuras. Gefte rege . '

xviii die Septembris.. Ad annum ejus
attinet xxiii. fea Chrifti MCCXCV. Todem etiam die
in gratiam comitis Hollandiae ejufque - fubditorum tres .
naves armatas emittit in oram maris ulteriorem, pro fal-"
watione (ut alio.in codicillo loquitur) sazium. terrae’

vefirae & nofirae captioni alecam vacantiuym Jeu intenden- -
. tium bis diebus, €5¢c. ad excubandum in coffera maritimae ; !

veffrae. *Tutelam pilcandi dat : -hanc bemefire intra tem- -

Pus in codicillo utroque claudit. ~ Pifcatores etiam tuta- 1

tur folus tim in ora Germanica (quam cofferam mariti-
mae vefirae, ob vicinitatem, in. literis ad Hollandiae co ' i

mitem Kic \appellat) quam Anglicana. ' Neque alio uti

- mavigiorum genere pifcatoribus licuit, praerer id quoda !
regibus noftris praefcriptum eft. Unde interdicta inter-", | |

~dum omnimoda pifeatio oft; quie & admifla incerdum, - |
modo adjefto, ut navigia triginta dolis. minora tantum . il

|

t

|

- pifcarentur. Id liquet ex codicillis Edwardi tertii regis Y

e pifcandi legibus ad praefectos fuos fingulos Jerne- -

‘muthae, Scardeburgi, Whitbeiae & Donwici oppido-
rum _in"litore orientali pofitorum datis. Verba funt *; 7

- Luia dederimus licentiam pifeatoribus villse pracdictae & e

" dliis, qui ad villam. praediftam caufa’ pifeandi venire vo-

. I : . 7 et bapt o T H
Auerinty quod in mari cum navibus & batellis citra pon- §
s xxx, doliorum pifeari € commodum Juum facsre pof- - |
Jinty quibafeungue inbibitionibas Jew mandatis nofiris.in_ |
contrarium faftis non obffantibus; vobis mandemus, quod .

!
H
i
|
|

pYfeatores villue pracdiftae, € alios qui ad villam prae.”

diffam caufa pifeandi 'wm'uf’z/aylae‘:"z}‘zt‘,ji;_z"mh‘xi cum. navi- -

¥ Rot, Cla"uf.‘ 11 Edw‘,.,_l'll,,_kmémbf‘ 35 _i
‘;.'.‘:’ ~ f ) - Lo Lo «“' . :

\ : k k .

o sy
bis & baellis ditra pondus xxk. dolitiim: pifiiri 6
commodum fuum facere “abfque impediments permirtarss,
“quibifeunque inbibitionibus Jeu mandatis nifiris, vobisip-
“eomtrarium faltis non: obfiantibus, ut "ef ditum. Tefe
“rege apud tuvrin' London x Augiffi.- ‘Aninus erat 'Ed-.
_wardi tertii undecimus, fou MCCCXXXIX. Quin fi
- qui pifcatorumh in hoc_mari tatelam, Angli injdflis olimn -
“exércerent,” velut dominii. jus ihvadentes, capiendigrant
& cuftodiaé tradendi; fententiam ob injuriam Anglo il. -

“Jatam ex(pe@aturi:’ 1d quod videmts in tabulis publicis -
- Edwardi regis noftri'iv Praefecerat nifirim is ‘tifumvie
ros cum poteftate navali, qui pifcatores per maré Norfol-
ciam & Suffolciam alluens tuerentur, quos cuffodes! con--
[duitores' & Waftores appellant facra Scrinia. Vi igitur
{tam tutelae impenfae- a pifcatoribus folverentur, quam .
~-alii quicunque ab- hujulmodi'tutelae officio arcerentur,

quatuor viros conflituit, fcilicet Joannem Heminewm A
-equitem auratum; Guilielmam Horron, Edmundam Ivi,
& Joannem ‘WANSFLEET ‘armigerds; tam a4 cuftodes,
“tondullires & Waftores:illos fupervidendos (ita tabulae
-ipfae * guam .ad communicandum cum ‘quibufdam pifeati-
-ribus cujufeunque patriae fuerint,' gui in partibus, prag-

diltis. fub fecuvitate diGorum N N.pifeari voluerint,
iguod-ipfi piftatoris: & eorum -quilibet ad smnia €3 smii-:

- wmoda coffas, oncray € < expenfas eifdem cuffodibus €5 con-
wdulloribus, pertinentia tempore ‘pifcationis Jint contriba
-voresy &F bujufmodircofias; onera) &5 ‘expenfus Juxta‘ra-
“tam: portenty Ep ad coffas, onera & expenfas illa- de bui
" jufmodi. piftationibus. pifeatorum praediforum,’ 'tZ,Zitti?:’fiig :
inveniri poterunty levanda - & ‘colligéndas necnon ad om-
-mesialios fore cuffodes,: conduitores, five Waftores, alios
“guam. praenowinatos;) praefumentes vél attentantes, dfre.
Sandos & capiendos,. &5 proximae gailas noftrae commit-
tendos, ibi falpo &S feure, quonfyue procorundum dilibe-
:ratione . ordinaverimus, cuffodiendss. Totidem fermi
-verbis, ad eandem rem; ‘habentur diplomzita‘a]iqﬁOtJ‘He’ri'-' e
‘ricl feptimi {: regis; ctiam & Richardi tertii f, excepta *

~-quod in hujus-formula interferatur'poft "vocabula illa &
expenfas juxta ratam portent, haec cliufula hic non con-

vk

.'j* R:ot,'Pét.'iii‘ Edw. v, "ni‘eml.}ran; 2oL T
« . F Rot, Pat, 3 Hen, VIL part, 2. indorfo 15 Augulti & parti i,
Il Rot, Pat. 2 Ric, IIL -part, 1, membran, 3, - T

pes

~ timnends,

N
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tisanends, Jizet- iidem pifcatores, five. sorum aliqnis vel

eliqui, literas de Jalvo fondudu @ qUOCKRALE TERC, prin-
by . ¥ 0 A TMAEY S N

4 aitiicd , i obti vel
" ¢ipe, five gubernatore cujufcunque J@gnl.‘@btl@:;g!;‘:;ﬁrd_
At aneric, - Tta ex more recepto, & pro regum noftre

X iy ibus maris
" “Yum libita ufitato, .tutelac impenfac ?;P*{C?‘P'vz‘bﬁi Teon.
- “hujus, utcunqueab aliis principibus auaie REAE L
‘ii:eiﬁs" "publicae literas “antea impetraffent,. praciands:

: t, peque alil, praeter cos, qui A% FSv, - e
Ratelas. ﬁ%j’.tif{rhOd.i .confortium »admv.l.-tt.ﬁ%dé’ .ﬂiii~{ ?;-lt‘?‘;:
“Angli juri ita forte derogaretur,, Quod dominil aiqu

 “poffeffionis loci character it manifeltys, = . o

"The fame litcrally tranflated, as fear, .as the

Y i .

AT

permit. o

i
e

o T e e
‘E: find by feveral afts of parliament 2 £n-
' 'Eﬁ'ﬁgé‘d "Zelat,ingg to the :cuﬁoms_,‘:lald;zupon;;thoﬁ:
T 'that fifbediinthe fea,” thatithe liberty of traver{s

<

Jend, as lords of the fea. - Anditiappears:from:the re-

ing:as well as\fifhing.was. obtained of  the kings of Exg-

- ‘other foreigners feverally mentioned./forane year only

PR hs) &c. vin-the. fea, and as
[ times for.fix months) &c. 20 ﬁﬁ’ Lo the fiami
: ?f;i;eai\ &c.a n’ditha‘t-;l,ib{el’*\t'}"-was‘{g’f?n\ted undcr thcr»n?mc
o aiv{afécéanaé%;@m.ﬂ];e_..qul_ig faithi -A'roledsallo pre-

feribed the filhing veffels, that they. may ok exceed xxx

tuns. And it o, added, a5 a reafon and condition ‘of
© Jeave, that fome.others \who :adventured sfrom England,

smight, .in-fifhing, senjoy .anequal fecurity. with foreig-

“ners. Which.was therefare .:p;;,tviqm}a.rlyv.'fpe'_ciﬁed in:the

T AURANY U R s Jdeftation -,diﬂ:ur:ban(.'e
. permiky that if they.gave any moleftation \or.dijturbance
R ey fhould lofe the benefit of leave, the rea-

fop or condition of which, ‘the words-atuthe beginning

‘are et forth in-this:manner; hat the fifbing for bers

SO av. increafe, convinue and fourifh

N yings and- other. fifb, miay, increafe, continke ant jouryy
r;azg public,utility, and.alfo that an equal .and Jike fez;ffz
ty amay be warranted_and given so certain. fifbermen un-

or aur obediemte.  Certain fifbermen who pay us obe=

dience. - Thefe I apprehend were-the Picard French, then

 fubjefts of e srown of Brgland, “The 1ok 85 00

b Angla conftituti, in -

A lfioms of the differcnt. Janguages will
RRRRE T 2 T T e T D R PSR

cords, that Henry VI: gaveleave tothe ‘French and many

- ( 67 b

having: fome time before révolted, that is; about the lits

“ter end of. the réign’ of Henry''the fixth, : Butiwhether -

this relates 1o équal fecurity, or otherwife' zo pudlié faith,
whether “from" French {patents,” or from" the' peoplé: ‘of
Flanders; ' or dqditain, it wias _alfo warrinted ‘to- the

- Englife fihermen’; which' comimonly ‘happéned, - when,
. upon a‘ceflation-of ‘hoftilities, a''confederacy was delibe-

rated upon. ' In‘ the intéiim, 4 fecurity of this fort'was

~on’ both'fides warrantéd by ‘agreement’s butfrom the

him’who*was’to bé reftored in: friendfhip 5 from others,
by this name only: unlefs‘yoii'take in the ufages of fea-
port-towns and coafts, and nobaody’ ever denied ‘théit be-
ing lords’dhittheir own' coafts; ’Alfo’leave ufed to be'obs
tairied'‘even in’our'time - of- the”high' admiral, for ‘the
Freneb to' take “in' the ‘chatinel”foz/s " for Henry 1V, the:
French king’s table ;” which “they among s’ affert, who.

have long prefided in naval'affiirs, and  allo, that' French:

Englifly as’ from the Jo7'd " 'of the domain, ds well'as from:

- veflells have'been feided s’ pirates, whichWwithout leave'

have adventiird “to ‘fith'thére. - In-the eaftern fi ea,” which'

lies before ‘and near ¥oiMhirey the liberty ‘of *filling, of

ancient cuftom; ufed- to be granted to the people of

Holland and'Zeland - by the governor of’ the' caftle "of’
Searborsagh, lying on the Yerkfbire coaft i which V. C.

" William*Caindén gives an'accoint of, many'years before,-
.- fpeakitig of-thafe thores 3 it is worth while, 1ays ke, te
| remirk'the! plentiful’and ‘very 'gainfull JSifbery' of her-'

riggs-and-other fifp- the Hollanders™ and-Zelandeérs* have
followed; after having firfh,' by ancient cuffors, obtained

deave 'of this caftle. " For thé Englith  have alwiys given

other nations leave to fifb, referving the bonour only. to’

shenfoler,’ and thro” indilents refioning the piofit 1
 Soreigners s for itis almof iniredible what vaff wealth-
- the Hollinders have Sferaped ktog‘é't‘/:er»'ffa‘gftb"'_t}:.‘sz Jifbery

onour: foore. *Another; allo well verled in miaritime af--
fairs; who publithed ifi' Eng/ifh a pamphlet upon the ad.’

- vantage of a fifhery, and ‘which’he addrefled to” the af’
- {embly of parliament under queen E/izabeil, ‘writes, that
the ‘people “of  Flanders, Holland'and Zeland 'yeatly, ac .
the clofeof fummier, "fend dtt'four or five hundred vef-
- fels (called “bufles) to fith for herrings in this eaftern fea, -
" whiere, ‘béfore they fith, they'ask leave of Scarborough,

“:

vhat s, where they ufe” their’ anciciit fifbery; they ask
P ; | R - leave
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leave. of \the governor of Scarborough s which 'arf:.,hié;

_+* words,.. It is provided alio by an edi& under, Fames our.

king, that no foreigner.prefume to fith in the Eng/ifp or,

Lri/b_féas, or:in the feas belonging to the Britifh iflands,
without leaye firfk -had obtaingd, . and yearly renewed,
by the commiffioners for, that " purpofe in Londsn. ap-.
pointed. . .Ochers . exprefs in .a. different. ‘manner this,

~leave, 1o fih, had by, foreigners from the kings of Eng.

land. . The reafon why. thele prefcripts relating, to the.

~Igave or liberty of pafling andfithing in the, . Englifp.
1o : :

iea do, not {6 often cccur, is, becaufe this, Jiberty was:
confidered as often as leagues were entered into with.:
the; neighbouring princes,, as in. like. manner, fea-ports,
fhores, voyages, and otlier particulars, {o. on both fides,
licences, as’that the league fublfiting, the fea.fhould
ferye as a'Common- pafture; both to the ally ufing, and.
the Eng/ifp who claimed the. dominion. But in leagues
of this kind the bogndaries of the fithery were fome-.

~ tmes afcertained s which fhould be particulirly taken.

notice,of : the limits, hoth with, refpect to place and.
time. . So that by.the league,- it- was not lawful for the
confederate to_ fifh heyond thefe. boynds : the Englifp.

retaining, the dominion. over the whole prejacent. fea,
- There is a  remarkable inftance of this under ‘our,
Hepry, 1V,  'The French and. Englifp bad agreed, thac -
the fubjects on both. fides, thould frecly fith all the fea,
which on. this fide fhould be terminated .by " the.port

t A

of Scarboroyghand Soutbampton, on that by.the extremi ty-.

of Flanders,. and. the mouth-of: the river: Seip :, the

time - a} 1?(;) ‘t o ‘be I_j mi té d fr Oli;l ‘aguim n to the. ca] ends.

of Janiary. following. Butthat the French might fufe-

ly enjoy the advantage of the league, our, king gives.
Jetters \of public faith to all. the. maritime governors.

the domain.’ Nor was there ‘ever any right, . of-the -
the appearance il !
limits, the French king might feem. to obtain the power

oF lord, fince the enclofed . fea no where to. the . -

stth could wafh his fhore; nor to the  fouth (exceps

. Normandy)

-

SOCHS TN S

The limits, here mentioned plaiply excluded. the, French.
- from the more weftern fea, and that which lies. under. .
‘the African coafts, as well as from the eaft, which. is.
ex:ended by them to the -north’; inifmuch’as it was.
thus, terminated by the will of our Henry,: as lord of -

¢e of it, by which, in determining thefe -

oo (Bey
Nermindy) or in the: weft, had'any country borderifig
upon the fea.. 'The reft was. either held by the duke of
Aquitain, or the Englifp, as above mentioned. ' Hence
it was cuftomary,. for 'the ‘kings of England, fomex

© times by an edi@®, fometimes with a fleet of war to.pras

tedt foreign fithermen, when either by treaty .or Jeave
obtained, ‘reftraits being laid at the will-of the. Englifp,

they went oit to fith, There is a title in the public.re- |
cords. in the time of Edward 1:. For:the.people of Hol-
land, Zeland 4nd Friefland, #o' b near- YayMoUTH;

~aRoyal codicil follows. concerning their protection; The

“king, to bis trufly and well beloved ‘Joun pE BurETuRTE;
the govermour of his. feasport town  of Y ArMOUTH, N
Health. . Fordfmuch, as we underffand, :tbht:r}mt‘&j}uap/é" ,

Jrom ‘the parts of Holland,. Zeland, and . alfy Friefland,
who-are. in. friendfbip with us, are in thefe-days toming
20 fifp imsour: fea near YaRMoUTHs. we command: you,
#hat you. . ¢adje proclamation’ to be made onie-qr twice n
every.weeks ander peril of our difpleafure; that-no one
prefume to do.them, injury,.diflurbante, damage, lety or

bindrances buf ratheryinweceffity, advifing, affifiing thems

- o ‘that they may :fifb without any binderance,. and make

‘advantage. therefrom. . I teffimony - of which e com=

mand thefe our Ie‘tte}‘; Lo continue in forte to. the time. of
- St Martin 7ieit t0 cdme.. . Sigued by, the king .at WiENG-

HAM, the'28th day.of: Septembiers the 23d year of his
weign,’ or.. in the -yeat-of - Chrif MCCXCV. The
fame: day:alfo, " in favour of the count of Ho//end.and his
{ubjeéls;-heifent to the: fartheft: limits of the, fea three

-men of \war, . for the prefervadion (asit is exprefled in

another. codicil). of: the fhips of. your ccountry, and ours
who. do. of :may adventure-in the herring fifbery, &c, ta -
die _upon,. and guard the codfts of your  feq-porf. He
gives.a fafe. condu& for filhing; which is limited to two
‘months. in each patent.” He aloné proteéts -allo the

_fihermen ol thie coalts of Gersrany, as well.as oii the
“Englifb-(which, for_their hearnefs, ‘he calls;in his letters ‘

to the-count of Hollandy the couff of your [ea-pori, Nog
‘was it lawful for fithermen 'to ufe.any other fort of vel:

. fels, befides what was.prefcribed. by our kings. Whence

fometimes all manner.of filhing. was forbid, afid at othef
times fuffered, upon condition, that . veflels of: thirty

,,,,,

- tans gnly-thould fifh: - ;I‘hs appears from the pagents.of
N ) o ‘ ' Z ‘..‘ . »l». .




fhore. .‘T'he;words ares:

B j/?:\rmqf the afere)did'fifoermeny wherever they. ”3
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' kihg‘"-é‘Edﬁaﬂ the:third,” concerning the law ;6f’.},§ﬁﬁng,

direfbed to the governors of Y ARMOUTH, Scarborotgh;

W hithy, and-Dunwichy ‘towns fituated: on'the seaftern -
he s are s i Forafmuch as:we give leave to
the fifpermen-of -the aforefaid sown, and othérsywho are.

willing:to come for the Jake of fifbing to ‘the. aforefaid

sogony bhat they may fifb in' the [ea with velfels of thirty

tons burthen onlyy and “make: advantage therefrom;: all
inbibivions\or . commands: from us o the contrary motwith- -

. flandings ‘we command,that you permis, without Jet or: bin-
“derance, thefifbermen of the afore/aid town, and others who
are-willingto come to the aforefaid. town for the fake: of

fibingy to: fifbiin the [fes with veffels of xxx tens bur-
then \only,and -t .make ‘advantage: therefrom; allinki-

“bitidnsidnd-commands. frome: us it contrary notwithftand
ing, as aforefaid. - Signed: by ‘the - king at the. tower:of
‘ Lohc_lbh;é’-Augu{t the 10th.: It was the eleventh year of

Edwird the third, or» MCCCXXXIX. . Moreovery.if

any fitherman - in- this’ fea.fhould at any timé give pro-
‘tection, <-v'-"‘w§‘thout’ ~leave; they were feized, as\invading
the tight of dominion; and' ‘delivered:-into. cuftody, in

order to- expe@ fentence “for.injury :done: to- the Engs

fify. "This wefee in ‘the-public tranfactions. of our king
E£dward: the “4th, * for: hetappointed -three;officerswith

‘naval power, - who ' fhould; defend ‘the fithermeni upon

thie No#folk and Sufolk coufts; «whom the:ptiblic.wecords

“call keeper'sy ondultors; and ewaftors,: that therefore,-as

‘well*'the- prote&ions  might ibe-paid- for by the> fifher-

‘meh, ‘4§ that othérs thight bei obliged to'{fubmit:to: this -

office ‘of : prote@tion. -He-conftituted four .men, - Joun
HemivcraM, bart. “Witrram, HorTox, cEdmund YVE,

and  Fob#i - WANSFLEET;’ ¢fgs++his. commiffioners,.-as - '

well 7o fuperinitend thofekoepers) condudbrs, and :Waf-

~pors(for fo fay the tranfactions themfelves)us 20 correfpond
with fiftermen of all tonntries; tobo, in the aforefaid

- -

parts, under’ the Seiurity of thefaid N No wwere wille

ing do Fijb) that thife fifberien; and all ofithem Jboutd

e Contribistors to ‘ally and>all manner of "eojts; burthens,
and expences belonging™ 'to ‘thofe’ keepers and: condudtors,
during the time of ifihings and defrayingy atéordingto aier-
Faini rate thefe coffs, burthens; and expences, and o relieve
i collagt the -faidcofis;’ burthensy and expences from the

TR
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$e_found s alfo to beve power over all futu e
¢ondiittors, and Waftors, and them, and o{;:er: fg;:;é;;;
e feize and arrefty and commit to our next goal, tbgr;
o fafely and fecurely to be kepty 4l our pleafure’ be
.* “fuown. To this purpofe, and almoft in 2s many words,

there are fome writs of king Henry the feventh ; and
alfo of Rithard the third, - except that in this ;':e-y

~ Acript is inferted after the words, and defray accord-
ing to @ certain rate thefe ¢offs 5 this little claufe
- which is by no means to be overlooked, #40° 'tbe.:‘
Jame fifpermen have or Joould bave obtained letters of

[afe condul® from any king, prime, or govermor

whatever.  Thus after an accuftomed manner, and ac:.
_ Cording to - the received authority and will of our kings s

the protections were paid for by the fihermen of this
fea, . however they had before obtained paffports of '

~ other princes, nor were any befides thofe conftituted
'by the Englifp, to be admitted as partakers of this .
- proteftion ; left they fhould by any means f{eem to
‘derogate from the Engli/b rights, which is a manifeft
‘proof of poMINION and Jocal POSSESSION,
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