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PREFACE

[ Hough. the following Sheets may. feem. to
S\ relate only to a_ particular Affair be-
@l 1ween the South-Sea Company and

74 “the Inbabitants of Jamaica, yet who-
_ % ever will be at the Trouble of perufing
IENBER, them over, will perceive a new and
larger Scene opened, - which may prove. fatal to the
Trade and Navigation, and confequently to the gene-
ral Intereft of Great Britain, That the Colonics iz
America are of vaft Importance to the Nuation 3 that
the Northern and Southern Plantations bave a mutual
Dependance on each other 3 and confequently, that a Di-
minution of the Interefts of any of them, will proportion=
ably affett the Whole, muft’be allowed by every Man,
who bas any Notions of them and of Trade, If then
they appear, on Enquiry, to be in a declining Condi-
tion : Or if I have pointed cut any Thing which contri-
butes to it, and may in any wife tend to their further Pre-
judice 5 it becomes every Man, who is interefted in them,
to lend bis belping Hand to put a Stop to thofe Evils
which will otherwife grow upon them. And who is not

an fome Degree interefted in the Plantations ? Is not

their Intereft the Intereft of every Englithman, who bas
gy Regard for the Welfare and Profperity of his Coun-
- 4 | | try?
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try 2 Fo,:,.sgmq/f one Half of the Britith Trade and
Navigation wbfolutely depend on:them. B

What a_Clamour -was raifedy not long. fince, about -
the Oftend Company, becaufe their Trade would affelt
our Eaft-India Company ? If then it was worth while
to differ with a Potent Prince, on Aeccount of 4 Ttade,

which, after all the Arguments that bave yet been produ-
ced, [eems undetermined whether it be beneficial to the
Nation or net 5 certainly the Colonies, which are.al-
lowed o be equal in-Value to.as many Gold -and Silver
Mines, muft be thought worihy of “our Attention and
Care.

Whoever will_look into the Exports of their Manti~

factures, and Produce from Great Britain, for fomm

Years paft, will find that whey bave. diminifbed zvery |

Year 5 -andis it not' high Time Yo enguire into. the Cay-
fes and Realons of it, and to-apply a proper Remedy
leaft that benzficial Branch of Commerve fhould f~b¢;,,t'am"f
loft totbe Nation ? It may perbaps be veadily mee,
thatit is.owing o ibe Dutch and French fupplying fo-
reign Markets with Sugar- and other ‘Commodici‘es,
cheaper Yhau we van do 2 If vbis be the Cafp; a5 and
dowbtedly it is, certainly it is Tbm worth en Firing by
what Means they are able toeffe 2 It muf be witris
buted either to- forme particular Encouragement ey
give fo theiwr Plantations, o o fome focowrag‘es
ments our 0w may lic under 5 -and whichfoever of them
it-may-be, wirbout Doubt it i5 the Tuverelt of Great Bri-
tain, Jo contrive fome Method of putting them at leaft
o an equal Footing with their Neighbours. With this
and no other View, I was moved o the Publication of
thefe Sheets, andtberefore I hope no Offence will be v4.-
ken at ity or at any Expreffion which bas fallen Jrom my
Peny through a W ant of Skill to condut 31, A

| R

V&L fpeaking in publick, efpecially before

150 fuch an auguft and.awﬁg Affembly, as
(@ his Majefty’s moft honourable rivy
N Cbuncif 5 o when the Petition of the
/ S Sotth-Sea Contpany; in Relation to the
SIS Duaties 6n Negraes in Famaica, was
card by Council, béfore their Lordfhips, I declined
making {fome Obfervations on what was offéred by thofe

Gentlemen who appeared in behalf of the Company,

from a Diffidence of ny. own Skill in explaining them,
at that Time, in fo full and clear a Manner s they
ought to be, before Petfons of their Emineincé and Die
fin&tion.- . L o

~Bur s the Managers for the Company very artfully
evaded the Subftance and Pretence of their Petition,
Which they found themfelves unablé to Tupport, and had

Reeoutle to new and foreign Matter; I beg leave to fé-
- capitulate what was then offered, and to lay the fame
before Tour Grace, who then prefided in Council 5 and
fpecially fince the Brizifh Plantations are within 2our

Grace’s Province, as oné of his Majetty’s Principal Secre-
taries of State. . | SR

. Ao though this Affai has been heard, and an Inftrue-
tion thereupon given to- Mujor General. Hunter; Govér-

nor of Famaica, yet, if any thing I have the Honour to
lay before Zour Grace, clears up any one Point or Diffi-
culty which we were thén under, by Means of thofe Fi-

‘nefles 3 orif Iam fo happg as to totich on any new Ar-
’ . ‘ gument, “-

28 jevery‘ Man has noji: fhe Talcnt oi; .

T
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gumient, which may convince you of the Reafonablenefs,
and even the Neceffity of continuing the Duzy on all
Negroes exported from Famaica to the Dominions of fo-
reign Princes 5 Yowy Grace's Candour and Juflice can-
siot be doubted,. in laying them before his Majefty, for
his farther Confideration.  Inftruttions to Governors,
and even AFs of Parliament, are often altered [or re-
pealed, when any Inconveniency is difcovered, of when
it appears that they have been laid on a wrong Foun-
-dation. ‘ ' o
‘In Ordet to give Tour Grace a clear and peifect Idea
of the whole Affair, it is neceflary to obferve, that,
within a few Years after Famaica was conquetred, and
put under a Civil Government, 2 Trade was opened
' with the Spaniards, and fuccelsfully carried on, for ma-
ny Years, for Negroes, and other Merchandice 5 where-
by great Quantities of the Manufaltures of Great Bri-
gain were yearly vended, and the Reputation of the
Riches brought in, by thofc Mecans, occationed the Ifland
to be well fupplied with all kind. of Materials; which
swere neceflary for anew Colony, and invited gteat Num-
bers of People to become Settlers there : So- that this
Commerce was a principal Mean of the I{land’s being fo
well fettled (as it once was) by occafioning a Circulation
«of Money, which is the Life and Sinews of every Coun-
try, and maintaining above 1500 Seamen, whe were
~ a'Security to it, and ‘made it formidable to. its Neigh-
bours. ‘ ~ j N
Tus South-Sea Company, by ‘obtainin%’ the Afento
Contralt, have not only deprived this Ifland ‘of their
Trade, but occafioned great Numbers of People, parei-

cularly Seamen, to remove to other Patts; and even

~ difpute- paying the fume Duties, which the privare
Zraders pad for many Years 5 wherein if the Company
fhould be indulg’d, by obtaining the Exemption which
they aimat, it 'will occafion a great Deficiency in his
Mijefty’s Revenues in that Ifland, and be attended with
fome other ill Confequences. = - R

Tuar the South-Sea Company bave deptrived the I-
fland of its Commerce, and of -a confiderable Namber of
dubabitants, will evidently appéar, notwithftanding ?ny
R o o pe-
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fpecious Pretences to the contrar it i 4

- > TRCLEeNo : ary, when it i : =
cd, that, if there was no fuch Ca;;}mfz in B‘cfngc O‘Q‘E‘fﬁg
was in the Hands of any other Nation, they could not
carry it on , without the Affiftance of the Fnglifh, and

that the Spaniards or the Affientifis of any other Nation

would be under a Neceflity of trading with the Inhabi-

tanIts of 74{%1’04.

v is well khown, that the Trade to Afics is chief.
ly carried on by the Brizifs Merchants, {vfl‘lowliafe Ci?ilt;f;
Ships employ’d therein than all the reft of Europe, by
which Means our Plantations in merics are not Bﬁiyr
well ﬁl,_Ephed'w;th Negroes, but we are able to furniﬁ%
gther Qouptncs, to the great Benefit of the Nation
The Spantards, who have great Occafion for Neeroes.
have no Share in the Guines Trade, and muft have
them chiefly from us at firft or fecond Hand ; for the
French and Duzch are not able to fyp ,_llymthéi,r own Co-
lpme;; and tho’ the Porruguefe had the greateft Share
of that Trade next to. the Fnglift, yet when they ob-
tained the Afflenso, which was about the Year 1690.
they foon found it 1mpraéticable for want of 3 convenient
Lort, and a larger Share of the Trade to Africa '5 ﬂiéyﬁl

 $herefore applied to King William, by their Agent Don

Fames Deb Cafillo, for Liberty to fettle their princi

Faftory at Famaica, and to ypurchafe Neg;oe}’)smtlljggl
His Majefty, being fenfible of the Advantages that would
accrue thereby to his Su_ge&s in general, and particu-
larly to the Inhabitants of Zamaica, gave his Confent,
and conferr’d the Honour of Knighthood on the Don.
Thg: War with France and Spain put an End to thaé
Contrat, which was foon after granted to the Frenchs,

but though they had a Colony fettled on the Norzh Side

Q{Iﬂﬁ)myiola, yet they fournd fome Inconveniencies in
carrying it on w_cll_ trom thence.; and therefore they ape
pointed their chief Factory at Carthagena, and were un-

. dera Nec‘eﬁi‘tg.of purchafing great Numbers of Negroes,
; LT

from the Inhabitants of Fumaica, not only for the Affien-
#0, but for their own Plantations. T

Trose two Inftances age fufficient to fhew, that ne
ather N;,zfzon <an .{'uppor,t or carry on the Hﬂi‘éﬂf& but
the E;;gl;_,-,/;éj; Hor .{hppqﬁpgg. that -chéyhad an éq_ual S’harcl
. P ' - of
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of Navigation, and of the Trade to Africa, yet for want
of the {ame Conveniencies, which the Souzk-Sea Compa-
ny have, by their chief Factory’s being fettled at Fa-
 minica, neither the one or the other could manage it with-
out, to any tolerable Advantage, as is demonftrable from
~ the following Confiderations: =

- Firft, Famaica is about 160 Leagues from the Main
" Continent, and by being fo nearly and happily fituated,
‘the Affiento Veflels not only have quicker Voyages, but
the Fzory there muft of courfe have fpeedier and berter
Intelligence, than if they were at a greater Diftance.
" This, without Doubt, is ‘a confiderable Service to the
Company, becaufe their Fa&tory at Famaica is in the
nature of a grand Magazine or Wareloufe, from whence
they furnifh the feveral Spanifh Ports with Negroes, as
they are wanted ; fo that they need not be under the
Neceflity of reducing their Price or Value, [by having
more Negroes at a Fime, at any one Place, than for
which there is an immediate Demarid ; for when they
are brought into Port, they muft be fold by reafon of
the great Expence in maintaining them, among the Spa-
nigrds, where all kind of Provifions are exceeding dear.
- Secondly, Tre Settlement of the Faftory at Famaica
is an Advantage not only in the Delivery of the Negroes
in better Order, by being {o nearly fituated to the feve-
ral Spanifp Ports, but a very great Expence is thereby

faved in Navigation ; for a Veflel generally fails from

Samaica to Carthagena, or Porto Bello, "in three or
tour Days, and returns in fix or {feven Days, {o that the
Voyage may be compleated in zen or fourteen Days s,
whereas it cannot be done in lefs than feven ot eighy
Weeks from Barbadoes or the Leward Iffands, which

occafions a confiderable Difference in the Expence, be+

fide the great Damage their Veflels muft receive by
beating fo far to Windward as they are obliged to do at
Cthelr Retarn, o
" Thirdly, As the Spaniards are become very difficuls
in the Choice of Negroes, fince they have been fo wellk
{upplied by the South-Sea Company, it is neceflary to
unport tege for one 5 that is, if the Company export 4000

- Negroes
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Negroes from Fumaica, they muft ;
. ca, uft import 8¢
gecaufe fickly and dli’c_emger’d Neggz;f aziiaf’giﬁ:c})ioo;
ave any Defect or Blemifh, though they will fz]] am(')nazgS

the Spapiards, yet the Price they give for fuch Negroes -

bears no Propottion to 1

» what they give for th
n;orctﬁg}}lltly, confidering the .’D?u’%es thc; argﬁiigﬁé a:c:
5} gichot ﬁeCSf§;Z§SZz{ &S’pmn, and other grear Cbarge?
Blemifp is melzfmt fuch 3‘? AN | Defel? o

§ meant 1 €groes as want 4
ﬁ;;g:rk;wo or, tl‘lrce T eerh, or fuch whof?';n 'I?é{iix jrey.?l,az
€ & 04w, as 15 a common Fafhion | ntries.
;t 1§s t?}s‘rcfbre a great Advarritage ltlé:)ltlh? oo Countrics.
-ort 10 conveniently fituated to forz and dify f '
Negroes as are improper for the Spaniards ,1 %21&4;)'055?;?

1§ meant, puttin i 1 77 (o |
nt, putting them in Lors, in fuch Nu nbers, Ages
QYR

and Sexes as are demanded by

g y th ’
II_"Ia&Sncs * For Inftance, they };vantc ﬁozﬁiﬂ%iacf:vfral
: ;&L,m B{‘ed Negroes ; fuppofing fifty Men, ﬁﬁ:y’WomeW )
Wty oys, and fifty Girls ; another requires a lcﬂgx;

N
umber, and more perhaps of one Age or Sex than an-

other, And though all this ;
_this may be d » ]
yet befide the Inconveniencies Iy h;éﬁinﬁo‘fgg éﬁ)dg'?

- gard to a remote Situatio, ive ;
ation, comparatively to Famaica,

it 1s to be confidered, that the Ifland | ’ :
Is to | , th: nd is {o {im:

}E;EI; égt ng:-tiixéliinoti: r%.;tt they cannot Igliflg: 111};03?5012‘
: r.own Negroes, nor be ab ‘

, fgg}‘jpgzl:sbfr as ihc;g\#ayc among t}fe;: lfvitt(;zi? Pl;)é‘t; |
g lupplied from the Norrbern Colpnies « the
Company, in fuch Cafe ligsd 1o s the
, 1 Cafe, muft be obliged > the
fame Meafures to furnifh themfelves, _itg:anntoot tglégf;h?

- pofed that thofe Provifions arc 1 good, fo cheap, or fo

certain of being had, wh
& , When they are wanted, as
&/Z(m;ir where they are produced, a,nd‘where"aﬂ athan’
e;?e. ‘ ar'llu}s are eafily to be had. orer
ourthiy, I is likewife a confid )
s like C erable Adva
E}:;C%mp;iﬂy, that their Fadtory is fettled at ;ﬂt;zg;,r;q
Negr;loei 1‘.t e Shl_ps which are chartered to tranf] (;r;
Negr ‘ rc/_aﬂm Africa, ;fog,thc Alffiento, are ahle to m%ke
o gj_l_,x bome 5 and it is on that Confideration that the
‘_&hﬁers ct Tthem out at 6/. and 6/. 105. per Head "foe_
Yhatever I\qgm};g;r they carry into Zamaicy - Whe,reé;
, ‘ i they

Y e



they could not afford to hire out their Ships under 87
305. or 9J. per Head, were they to return home empry.
This indeed might be done at Barbadoes, but from no
other Iland, and is an Advantage that no other Nation
can have but the Englifp s and confequently they can
deliver Negroes in the Weft Indies fo much cheaper. To
explain this Article, and thew what a confiderable Sum,
the Company faves thereby, 1 {hall compute the Diffe-
rerice at.no mote than 4o5. per Head, upon 8oco
Negroes, which it is neceflary for them to import into
Famaica, to furnifh the Spaniards with 4oco, and it
amounts to 16000 J. per Annum : And yet it is remark-
able, that the Duties, which they difpute paying (and
were conftantly paid by the privaze Traders, when that
Branch of Commetce was in their Hands) will not ex-

ceed 4000 J. per Annii.

Bur, before I proceed to examine the Perition and
Allegations of the Souzh-Sea Company, it will alfo be
proper to thew Your Grace, when the Dury on Negroes
was firlt laid, and the Reafons which induced the
Affembly of Famaica to lay it on Expors rather than on
Tinport s this I think the more neceffary, in regard that

it will take off the Impreffion of Prejudice and Partia~

lity, and becaufe a certain noble Perfon was pleafed to

oblerve, that it was inconfiftent with the Pradtice of orher
Countries, a Duty being always laid on mport, and a
Drawback allowed on Exportation. A Strefs being
1aid on this feeming Objection, was. the principal Occa-
fion of the Iffand’s failing in fo reafonable and equitable
a Pomt. :

Tur Ad of Affernbly, which lays a Duty on Negroes,
is entituled, An Att for impofing a Duty on_[everak:
Commodities, and applying the [ane to [everal Ulfes: It
is an Annual Law, and the Intention of it is to make
good the dejicient Funds of his Majefty’s Revenues, in that
Tfland ; and to maintain Parties to {upprefs the rebellious
Negroes. It was firft raifed above rwenty Years fince,
during the War with France and Spain, and foon after

the Trade with the Spaniards was ogened, by Queen

Anne’s Permiffion to her Subjects it

ofc Parts 5 1t was
- lade

Dying, therein mentioned

faid when the privar ( 7 ) ‘
Vs privare Trade was flourithing, and {aia.
T;}gzs;rsc before the Souzh-Sea Corizpany l?gt’minii chve.
Atenry Coptr? was thought of, and confequently i
Partiality }t;};g?”:d folilaﬁebbee-n.raiféd in Precjl&glilctey ;:
Neor 7, as hath been infinnated, =
g,lm:g;;f{ my Lord, being abfolutely neceffiry in thy
Plantarions (which cannor be improved or fippores
therefore a e_%‘)}may e Comp‘zlred to Waol in EL;P gﬂrted
‘of Woel iﬁ‘ts _En coum ment 1s given for the T ag;zm.l 3
Duties, én'(c)l thiglz'z P,’.i‘;‘?’ SP?%” and Irekmdp f;éf ﬂg‘-
bited < 15 i € Lixporiation of it upwr YN
orion of s thought neceffury to s the B
sarvon o1 Negroes into Famaica cafy, and 1&6 npor-
tY.,‘I",n Exf’afffaizOﬂ. - . ? to lay the Du-
_ Turs will be allowed more reafy - ' o
fides oo Al 1ore reafonable, when it 1
ci)ncf?%l’e;l:il i ;t 1+ Duty on Trade Wit}f Fvg}}:ig;tem nd
that the 3; | aid on ke, it ‘being genéfaﬂ v zﬂ?’ 2d
the Con i wry or szﬁom on ‘any Commodiﬁgs £ ﬁ}‘vcd,
e ;zer,_. or Purchafer, and not on the iz +8 on
tice in E;:r (z: it was natural and confiftent with ¢ miz;er ;
on Fxp g dﬂd and orher Countries, to lav h € rrac-
Nwogrzfmther than on the frpor, 'in ‘re@szzI‘ i‘ﬂwy
o meh:;wfg?ry to work up their .ﬂ@;;yfagca_t a3
enable them incforﬁebﬁgg‘is,; ch?ﬁer or dearer ! wzg;ig
rCtOW’
properionsbly. Sovealchr tancs sy b o o
Someborate what I have afferted, befide the Cafe of
o A e P
the yeth opaoaorLear obthe late King Gegrge, ?
’f&hzt };at r’ ﬂ‘j?herem ‘among other Thinlggg geﬁge’ Péuap,
tures of ¢ w&e]{?‘ﬂfe’” Encouragement qf e JL;;I;: o
of Drugs and 0;’23 0y by the promuting the mo-rzZ{{“‘
be bawful to i rer Govds ufed for Dying, it st} and o
andorher G;?PWZ 2120 this Kingdom alf Sorts afz?)m djf
paying any Sus;:g ﬂgz )mg}thérei*“fpedﬁcd 4- wr%:;
| ) S 3 0wz, Inipofition: ) & g
b i, Cpms o, o s

' R A7 . . o
- pjsoent gver to the Manufustures of 1his Kingdom

# ablowing the foreign Drugs, or other Goods ufed 5
ufed in

@ceordine IeRtioned, 7o be import st
I : ALty in no

wife

”.
<



( 8 ) ; de i
«m?:/??’ fend to the Benefit. 0’]:1 mef/?%&lzg”fzgam%zgf ‘e'g"
A cas it ma 0y 1. " ' i
.foretg’é i%”;’ﬁ?;; @yizg‘, be agar mrmed %ZOJ;;,?Z?
?zlqerd oz *without paying any Duty j?{i‘t /5 1iiEh
Kingaon Shey may be [old i foreign Markers a4, other
wherely 't't:{s ena&cd( that all fuch Drugs ane. this
s ufsd in Dying, wwbich fhall be imported into s
G_ogdsduée; ;y Virtue of this Act, and wmcqaofgndage
g (v thereout, foall pay @ Subfidy of the Goods
again &P to thie [everal Rates and Values ofS, Pence,
mcm‘imgarticularhf enumerated, 1he Sur A zax pitics.
«therclr} P shat Rate for greater of leffer Q&‘(Pﬂ lici .of
and fo ‘”Ctﬁﬁen it appears to be the' Cuftonz_or tgl;ibyﬂ or
. SINCE to encourage or diftourage the Impmff el
England, oof Cormodities according to the IU czfoné#
it muft certainly be aﬁo\y.ed‘, ant 2’? yt-rgn'E”“-
of them, cceffary, that all Counsries dependan Mothet-
ble, b“fthguld' ‘obferve the Maxims of their d what-
Jand, . for.their Interefs are Interwoven, S d there-
Counf-r}ila rtful to one, muft affect the other : ‘lz:n Export
ever 1;_ uc it is thought neceffary to prohibit t c:.{ @?i; s
f?%,/o;lngand to lay the Duty on Drugs anc LI
ko) ?

a moderate Duty on Negroes exporred from Fa-

i ' y e - . ‘. thc
) o the Dominions of any foreign Prince 3 for the

ynaica to t
iEx%gg zv%:v.rt of the Britifp Manufattures ;5 whereas
y

ce of thé

s are the abfolure Suppor? and ﬂep@”ddzgiiogdz
Negroes 45, It is Negroes that make .gugar. e
EPW%I%%I soroes that plant Cotton and Gmg.siflﬂ,é s
& 36311}11; gffher 'Tz'emenio ahlt y N %’%g’éﬁ i fine:
2r ) d all other ayzz, 3
fit c.k?i\g;ﬂ;?ﬁf% ’ar?énthc whole and {ole Manufatturers
it 18 , ,

and Labourers 1n the. Southern Colones. .

ywv Lord; fhewn how thi_S"Tradc-v foﬁ
NTH:sS,Wr:sy é%fédf 1;?‘364 fuccefstully carried on from
-Negroe:

it wa incl ean
. that it wasa r1nc1pa1 M
oL maica;, for many Years th asa p

S the Ifland’s being fo well fettled, and not only brought
of t

inl

‘ ; Cultl-
: ’ who were a great Secuti-
) ove 1500 Seamen, e A ever
mamta'l? . ﬁxavc {iew:x that no ofher Narson, nor eves
.ty to its : YRR » \ »

the

of Waob, Drugs and Dyers Wares, canon- .
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the South-Sex Company can carry on the Affiento Trade
to any Advantage, but rather at'a very great Lofs, with-
out the Affiftarice of that [/und ; and therefore its being
in rheir Hands, and exctcifed in the Manmer they have
- done, are the only Medns that could deprive the Inha.
- bitants of that benegjicial Commerce whic% they énjoyed
for fo many Years: T have fhewn, that the Dury of 205,
per Head on Negroes exporzed; was laid feveral Yedrs
before the Affiento, or even the South-Sea Company wetd
thought of; and that the Manner of it is agreeable to the
Cuftom and Policy of England, in parallel Cafes:  And
1t will likewife “be made appear that the continuing of -
the Duty on Negroes imported into” Famaica, and ta
king it off of the Negroes exported by the Souzy-Seq
Company, may tend to the Difcouragement of the
Britifh Plantations, and to the Improvement of the
Dominions of foreigrt Princes. B
*I'smairn now enquire into the Metits of the Shr#h-Sez

- Company’s Petition, and trace their pretended Grievance

from the Time they firft fettled their Falory at Fae
maica 5 and this will naturally difcover the Fallacy and
Unreafonablenefs of their Pless, and the Point they evis
dently driveat: ' , )
 Waen the Affiento was granted to that Company, it
was - catly. inculcated into them, with fome finifter De-
fign, to dvoid Famaica; as a Rock ‘which _they would.
fplit on 5 this created a Prejudice to the F/and, and was
the Occafion of their Fattory’s being firft fettled at Ber-

~ badoes : but they were foon convinced of the Inconve-

niencies which attended them in.2bar Iffand, and that
it would ‘be more to their Advantage to remiove it to -
Famaica. ‘ : T
Tus Afembly, upon their meeting to raife the hes
ecflary Supplies for the Support of the Government; tock
mto - Cerifideration ' the declining Condition of thei¢
Zrade; and the great Diminution of {nbabitants; partis
cularly Searisen; which they juftly attiibuted to the E-
reétion of that Company ; they thercfore thought it but

reafonable, that they fheuld contribute towards the Sup

port of the' Gevernment, efpecially fince the Comparny
detived fo-many Advantages from the [fand : They
R C ;  confi-



e

( 10)
j y . benefi-
that the privare deer; were very beig
C?;z}ﬁdlg;etd};c Employmgﬂt they gave to greaté\u;n;)gg 1:){:"
bl B e e o Sekt pudlick b parocs
: ot oniy p A

%ex}ls’- :ma:{ v&tfzfg atI:‘ all Tin%es ready on any Iﬂ{lemﬁol;czl, l());
otﬁi ,Emcrgemy : And therefore, as there fhou

fome Diftinction on thofe Accounts, and as the Company

' 3 hat-
1 it 1 ir Power to make the Spaniards pay what-
gjgrltz;;t;gcgzerc laid on them (they hgwmgft}éea?%ft;le
for Negroes, exclufive of all others) they impo {: D Z,e,
Of 205, per’ Head on all Negroes exported,bydt he pi*lz vate
;'J?;zders as cuftomary, and 40 5. per Hea '%xlxl iz;  Ne-
rroes exéorzed by the South-Sea Compzmj‘r. This occa-
%ion’d a great Clamour from thc_-‘Compﬂﬂjﬁ w S e
far incenfed at it, that lt\lze_y {{cm(:;c;){l etag(li ik givcy‘a'n
Berb. till his late Majefty w plcaicd to give
%z%fgfﬁ‘oi?;z, lthat there {hou.ld\_bc no Diftinttion m the,
laying thofe Durdes. - . )
Msgt? S*r (fk-xo?;ﬂgtherc is a {feeming _Hard.f_h-l}i and ‘I;imrtll?t
lity on the Face of th{% Tl;ling, gct}{t}efﬁy J;g ;Ir:gre%(;ivéé
mac il be taken off, when the d J K
:)rf{atc}lligﬁ I{"roczeding are {erioufly weighed ﬁng.»c9§?@2§fﬁzs
The Affernbly, however, fubmitted to ;sl X :gn t¥1c
Pleafure, and no other or greaser @ut_y was {gt 1 on the

Co;fzpzmn;' than on the private Traders ; yctlg cel.g o even
that' did not content them, nothing would- 10 bur an.
Fxemption of all Duties : And to effelt lt‘:{]‘{t: a‘t;oi te
Ff;ce' they pretended, that it was a Har mlpl a?nc}i.’
éun"ves on Negroes timported for Rﬁff qﬁ%meﬂ;‘ : ;Z/ij; Zrﬁion
iipon a Petition to his Majelty, 'tat{ui{lqgrftmto éﬁy ultion
was given to the Governor, not ti ¢ to any ALt of
:“/i’;ezgg’l t’?hat 'thould impofe a Duty on Negroeam:t.m_

' " Refrefbment ony. TR : o
Poq‘ef g O’Ijﬁ%)%, plainly faw what the. Covzpqngyfﬁm%
at vffhicﬁ perhaps was not {o vgl.}lknolwilgho;igr;;ni; d
Aty . refore in the B2/, which was annual-

' ;ll;}i)(;ﬁfg?ht@fg ngiizicl)urpofe, _<:na,‘5'tcdth¢, fOHQW{Hg
’ Cl?}l{ggéﬁpﬁn al@avs,vahd it'1s herc_by enacted andﬁor;
¢« dained by the Au«tlior.ity‘ afogc{hld, tih?t~ :i.{lcfi%g;gznot ;
¢ othe,f'Slayes b_roughtr into this Hland for Re fhment,

SRR S
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‘ {uch Ship,

(1)
“ which fhall be deemed only to be o, in cafe no Pae
“ of the Shl};’s Cargo fhall be landed or f0ld in this
“ Hland, fhall be £

. b Iree and exempt from al] Duties, im-
¢ pofed by this A&, on Negroe and other Slaves, and

“ that the Mafter and Faltor, Agent or Attorney, to
¢ whom fuch Ship, Sloop or Vefft] Is configned, or fuch

the Perfons on whom the Mafter values
“ himfelf, frall 4

mielf] and are hereby required and obliged
“ within_twenty-four Hours after the Arrival of {uch

“ Ship, Sloop or Veflel, to take the following Oath, v/z.
“TA B. 4 Jwear, that al) the Negroe and other Slaves
“ Drought into this Hand, iu rhe Ship or Vegel, caljed
“ the whereof

“ 75 Mafler, were nor brought in
“ Drought into this Lfiand for Sale, or upon any other
“ Aecount whatfoever, thay Jor Refrefoment 5 and thar

#0 Part thereof have or gre tntended to pe Landed,
* 20 the beft of my Knowledge.

* AnD be it further enadted by the Authority afore-
“ faid, That ev

cry Exporter of any N cgroes fo import.
“ ed for Refrefhment, “fhall take the following Oath,
“ viz. I A. B. Jwear, that the Negroes bip’d on board

whereof N

» OF intended to pe

113

(14

s Mafter, bound to were im-
“ ported into this Liand in ‘

“ wwhereof 25 Mafter, only Jor Re-
“ Jrefoment 5 and thar 1o Part of rhe J@id Negroes fo
“imported, were or gye tntende '
or the Property otberwife altered. Which faid feve-
ral Oaths the Recejver General for the Time being,
or his Deputy, or in his Abfence, any of the Port O
‘“ ficers for the Time being, are hereby impowered and
*“ authorized to adminifter 5 and the fame fhall be fub.

“ feribed by the Party depofing, and afterwards record-
“ ed in the Book of Entries, i fc

“ fuch Qaths fhall be made

(19

(44
111

«

| 3_and that whofoever {hall
not take the faid Qath or Oaths' within the aforefaid.

Time, fhall pay the faid Dutics impofed by this A&;
and that it fhall and may be lawful for the Mafter of.
Sloop or Veflel, or the Faltor, Agent or

* Attorney to whom fuc(l} Ship, Sloop or Veflt], is con- -
. 2

“ figned,

(41

<
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« figned, or on whom the Mafter values himfelf, ta
« tranfport the faid Negroe, or other Slaves, in any
¢ Ship, Sloop, or other Veflel, belonging to any of his
« Majefty’s Subjets, free and exempt from all Dutics
w »de Inpofitions laid or impofed by Virtue of this
¢« A& i .

I+ will be too tedious to enumerate cvery Particular,
or {hew what other Steps were taken in this Affair by
the Company to accompgifh their End ; what I have al-
ready offer’d 1s fufficient for my Purpofe, “and therefore
1 fhall proceed to their Perizion to his Majefty in Coun-

cil, which fets forth: ]
¢« That they beg Leave moft humbly to take Notice,

¢« that the  greatelt Hard{hip they lie under, viz. the
- ¢ laying of Dutles 1n Fanwaica on Negroes landed for

< Refrefment only, 1s a Fa&t which has been made ap-
¢ pear to your Majefty, the Truth of which is ftated 1n
¢ the Report of the Right Honourable the Liords Com-
¢« miffioners of Zrade and Plantations, mads to your
¥ Majefty on the Reference of your Petitioners former
« Pefition, and 1s contrary, as your Petitioners humbly -
8¢ conceive, to former Orders of Council ; and they
¢ beg Leave to obferve, that the only Faft which they
¢ comeeive requires further Enquiry, 1s what Part of the
¢ Duties which have already been levied, on the Com-
s pany’s Slaves in Famaica, has been laid on the Slaves
¢ brought there by the Company, and what Part was
¢ Taid on Slaves landed there for Refrefbment only.” -
WouLp not any one imagine that the South-Sea Con-
any aim’'d at nothing more than -an Exemption of
Duties on Negroes imported for Refrefouaent only, and
re-exported without any Alterarion or Change of Pro-
perts, by their Ships touching there for Water, ot a few
Provifions, and with no other Defign? So it feems their
own Council took 1t, and fairly ftated the Cafe, faving
an Affertion founded on the Petition, that the Acts of
Affenibly were not agreeable to his. Majefty’s Inftrutions,
and that the landing of a B arrel of Flower, or a Bag
. of Peas, according to the ftriét Meaning of the Clayfe,
might be conftrucd an Alreration of Property, and by

o~

that,
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that Mes g0 iab
memlvi%a%suz;i%rgo of Negroes made ‘hablc to the Pay-
- Upon reading the feveral As of Afembly :
with his Majefty’s Tnfiruction, they were foéfgl,atigec;%?
and conformable thereto ;5 and tae Fatfor for zg/yey A’jfe
ento, well kriowing that they could not fupport the o2 ’
./?llegz‘z‘nafas, found himfelf under a Neceflity of dec]ir
ring, ¢ That the Sorzi-Sea Company had three IVays of
‘“ carrying on their Trade for Negroes, viz. by their};vw
‘5{"”’?5’ by antmﬁ‘, and by purchafing from prifu;zz*é

raders at Famaica 5 that they bought {ome, and [eld
others, in order to forz and makea p?oocf Cargo forftcl ¢
Spaniards 5 and that it was not 4 Place forbﬂeﬁe};
ment only.”  And to fmooth and colour the unreaﬁ(x
able Expeftations of the Comzpany, he made a long Hlﬂ
rangue of great Benefirs which the Jfland received g}l«r
i)hc Coy@my, with fome other Particulars, foreigs to ch

urpofe, and calculated only to confufe the Affair

My Lord, what that Gentlenan declared was as .:mrch
to our Purpefe as could be wifhed or defired 5 for as th:
acknowledg’d that the Afffento Trade could not be car
ried on to Advantage without landing and fortin théir
Negroes, by {elling {uch as the Spczﬂi;z)rds would n%t u :
chafe, -and buying others to make a proper ﬂj]‘a;’z‘m};ﬁl: '
1t was giving up the Queftion, and owning that the Bu-
finefs of Refreftrzent was nothing more than an Artifice
to eyade the Payment of Duries. B ‘ e

Tue true State of the Cale is this: The Sour’-Sea
€07ﬂp4;¢y charter Ships to tranfport Negroes from Africa t0
Famaica, for the Affiento Trade 5 the Negroes are taken
ocut there; and the Ships difcharged 5 fuch Negroes as
are proper for the Spaniards are Tent out in the Com-
pany’s Sloops, which are ftation’d there for that Puarpofe ;.
the others fold in the ffand, and {fometimes ,thir};y or
f?rty of the very beft they can pick out of a Ship are pur-
chafed from the private Traders at Famaica, to n%ke
up the Number and Aflortment they are obliged to fend
out. This they call Lfimporration for qumjﬁﬁﬁmz only s
this 1s their Plea and Precention for an ﬁ'xemffidnJo}

-‘B - ne v - " - “'I M . :
uries 5 for {urely they neither merit, nor ought to be

:{dlowe‘d; greater Privileges than the reft of his Majetty’s
, Subjetts.
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H &
Subjefts. Has not every Merchant, who zmportsl(l?rgoﬁ:
into England, and exports part of them, an equz?l Yc§ i
to an Exemption of Luties on what he expowlsl ot it
is well known, that though a Drawback li} a ’ovvfl 4 or
Exportation, fomething remains to the K on eénmmo:
more or lefs, according to the Ufefulnefs o the Co mo
dity in Great Britain; other Cemmodities aée, ;mp; red,
Dury free, andzglab]e to adSulblﬁilgno({ i’o?uéog;;se zo/fed .
tation, as rugs, and all )
%;fifzg?z;nd {fome p%omblted being exﬁorged ;Zg’z‘y}i’u%fg;
as Wool, which is not [0 ieogﬂ?zéy ;Vr;f;iﬁsgbfz ol tg s
in the Plantations, becau a 1
%thlyjfj/i/ﬂ//ﬂmg"ztﬁurcs, whereas the Q"M?m”oglsu fctn’;/g;
durely depend on Negroes, and Wlth()lilt them ’
thrown up, or be of inconfiderable Value. s and Zrapo-
Ir is likewife obfervable, that thofe Duties nd Zinpo-
fitions in England are not only due and gﬁ._ya,‘ fompin
Entry, or their being Janded, but upon ah : {1}}: deocs no%
toan Anchor on this Side the Hope, event 8 docsnot
break Bulk, and plroceeds with hexi] Zel:l/floleth ir%; o Jome
other Country 5 whereas we appre , that by the I
#ruction which is faid to be given to Major
,g;:fer, the South-Sea Company will fb?l l_mlzllf tIOﬂ ﬂlj;g
o fu%thﬁgroefg Qr]lily astta}:fgn efincllnthatc they are
' ¢ purchafed there for Exportation, at they
iﬁg-ggypexemptcd fro}l;n any Imploﬂizgi; (;ri z;bojrif jghiﬁf{éclz‘/g;,
on fuch Negroes as they smeport a o hemielves.
peED, my Lord, were the Cafe reverle, !
thg 1\SI'en{'c the gout/a—Sea Company would hlave tlta I:mcfigz-
ftood, the Duty on Negroes exported, Wl:{ hou qu A
ftinction whatever, is juft, reafonable, and neceffary,

Cz: ilrd

I : 1 ing it in their Power

o s mﬂ}jS'd, e cgottheéra};aztl ngBltg.t 1nr;orc:* efpecially
ige t *ds to r : . .

to oblige the Spaniards ‘ .

when it is confider’d, that the Trade they now enjoy

‘. i ir Ha and that no orker
was, for many Years, in zheir Hands,

i I : it ; that it brought
Nation or People can deprive them of it 5 g

in great Riches, which circulated in the Iﬁlapd(; nv}vélrc:;ij
it 15 now confined to the Company, .and nc;)t l'lntjc more ex-
pended than barely for Neg/faries for their ;’fnt fes,
and a few Veffels, which arc in their Service ;- the

- private

g

T
e
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- private Traders employ’d 1500 Seamen, who were 1 Se-

curity to the [fand, as they were fettled there with

their Families ; and that the Duzses arifing from Negroes
exported brought into his Majefty’s Revenues above
40004 per Annum for above twenty Years paft, which
will now be in a Manner loft. Can it then be thought
reafonable that the Jfznd fhall be ftripp’d of fo many
Benefits, and receive no more Duries from the Souzy-
Sea Comzpany than firom a private Merchant? And yet
this is evidently the Cafe 5 for if the Southr-Ses Company
are.to pay Duties only on fiuch. Negrees as they difpofe
of in the [/and, or purchafe there for Exportation, the
Amount- thereof will not cxceed 2500/, per Annunz,

whereas the Duties on 900 Pipes of Madera Wine will

Pay as much ; {o that 2 Wine Merchant who deals for
16,0r 17000/, which is generally about the Value of
thofe Wines, will Py as much Duzy to the Crown, to-
wards the Support of the Government of the Ifland, as
the South-Sea Company, which carries on 2 Trade from
thence for above balf 2 Million of  Money yearly. It is
further remarkable, that the Duties, which they will be
liable to pay, is on their. Trade within the Ifland, but
the moft extenfive and beneficial Branch of their Cosz-
merce,: which are the Negroes esported on account of the
Alfiento. Contract, are in a manner exempred of all Dy-
ties, fince they purchafe very few in the Iland, and on-
1y now and then thirty or forty to make up an A/fort-
#ent, as 1 obferved before, and {uch only, we appre-
hend will be liable to the Duty on Exportation. Sure-
ly it cannot be thought proper, thata Comzpany, which
15 faid to give no ne<w, no real Advantages to the Nati-
on, thould be indulged at the Expence of an Ifand, that
isa Spring of Riches, and has brought more Wealth to
it, -than even the Original Capital Stock of the Sourh-Sea
Comjmﬂy.- : T ‘ : o I

I'wirz not trouble Your Grace with entring into every
Particular afferted by the Sourh-Ses Company’s Fattor
and fhall only make fome Obfervations on the moft re-
ma‘rkable’Paﬁhges, which feem’d to carry with them
fome Weight, though there was no real or folid Founda-
tion for it. R o

Firg,
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Fi; wted. That the French Ships in the
i, He afferted, Zhat the ] |
Softllllj-saeas, and not the South-Sea Company, occafioned

the Lofs of the private Trade from Jamaica.

] ; ) wve, that the French
"o which I beg Leave to obferve, t French
Sh?g :thlge? Sout%—Sms might, in fome lMegftxge, ilgﬂ;c;
thePDemand of our Manufactures, ‘\_ﬁhmh. the ];fﬂtzzthe ,
ufufﬂ:ly were ﬁlgplied w’i;ch' frqmt; fg}zﬁﬁ;ﬂs . 3‘ : Salg
1 ) - * ; are 5
could not poffibly hurt the prrvaz e e e
e becaufe 1t 1s not prg&lcafﬂc  then
?lfag\%%amef’And it has been made appear that 'm; giaer
Nuation za'm deprive the Hland of that bencficial ‘Otr}!:;
’ merge . and confequently, the Affiento be}?gd lir‘; the
Hands 9of the South-Sea Company, and cxercx? Inthe
Munner it has been, is the truc and only Caufe of ©
| ¢he private Trade.
pojifsot{c;tgfef)ln;llligenee whichitis faid the Spqmgg*cls
have had from Time to Time, concerning $¢ tmf ﬁfﬁ
SIo‘oj)s ftted out from flemiz;cdx,ldb ‘e;;zgi:};fth:?;li&en 5
¢ has been interrupted, an 't taken
;F}r:){:ﬁgl;th;s rl:s: nt;z:e? thgt ﬂi’éy had thjofg Infoz‘-m;:;t}cg;i
ﬁomp [one of the Sourh-Sea _(i‘omfmgg)rs gﬁiviﬁﬁéco ni‘n
5 Tuch Pratices are not only unfair, but unbeem
:ﬁtr ’E?Zlgllij/mz‘en,ﬁ who ought always to. regard . the Pub
to}

actl At it. tnor the inte= -
lick Good, and not {acrifice any Part of it, nor the Inte-

I ‘upon Pretence
reft of any of thelr Countrymen, ‘upon any P‘rebt‘e‘ e
whatever. : A

i e Traders foll Negroes
o T H AT the private Traders [ell Negroes
' ‘S:%%}éd%’rz;%ieces of Eight pex Head s whoreas 1he
ﬁ%pany"feilff’ﬁfﬂ-lﬁo 10 500 Pieces of Bght

H’ERE' thdt'-GW”emm’ detradted - from the private -

i he C s . for as 1. never
: he Company’s 5 for as I.mc
and magnified t omepany s 5 10 A3 '
jé{"@les, the onc fo Jow, excepting for Ne egroesl-wi}xdﬁ Ivr;rlert;
o rdinary, 1o I believe it will be ditficult 1{}31} 'h"d‘}J
Veézeoth'xt the Comepany have been able to reach fuch ad
r :

anced Rates,on “the North Side of Awmerica s And
VANC ) !

e e o Pieces of
: ‘the Spaniards may grve 300 FIECS 7
%{)g‘%gth{gogmblg of the]igr clever Girls, as h@f called them;

 yet

e

X SR e
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yet I am well informed that they are fupplied with -
ble working Negroes, even by the Company, at lefJer
Prices. So that if a fuir Fftinmate was made, and éve-
ry Expence and Cafualty accounted for, fuch as the Du-
 zies to the King of Spain, Charges in maintaining their
{everal Fasfories, bad Debts contralted among the Spa-
niards, and the Damage which they fuftain by Efiapes,
Dearh and Sicknefi of Negrees, in travelling them from
Porto Bello to Panama, through a wild, rainy, moun-
tainous, unwholefome Country ; and confidering like-
wife the Difference, as to the Goodnef; of the :Negroes
which were exporred by the private Traders, and what
are now exported by the Sourh-Sea Cempany, 1 am of
Opinion it will be found that the Prices obtained by the
Jormer, were at leaft equal to what the Company have
really had. . ‘
Bur, fuppofing the Faét to be as he ftated it, it is fo
far from being an Argument in Favour of the Company,
that it is manifeftly the Reverfe ; for if the private
T raders, who have their Negroes at fecond and worlt
Hand, by buying them in _%tmﬂim, can afford to fell
them again from 8o to 120 Pieces of Eight per Head,
though they pay the Duries on Exportation ; certainly
the Comzpany, who are fuppofed to have them at the Jef?
Hand, by importing them from Africa, and difpofing
of them again at fuch grear Prices among the Spaniards,
may not only afford, but ought to pay at leaft the fzme
Duries, which arc paid by the privare Traders.

Thirdly, T HAT the Company is very beneficial to
the Ifland 5 that they employ 8co Seamen ; cccafion &
Circulation of Money 5 and are the Means of bringing
vaft Numbers of Negroes into the Ifiand, I

Wuar did that Gentlemzan mean by thofe Affertions,

- which are {o eafily difprov’d ? It is” well known that

the Company have not more than five or fix Sloops fta-

- tioned at Famaica, and navigated with between thirty

and forty Men each ; {o that the whole Number isunder

200 Men. But fuppofing that they did employ 8vo Sea-

men, are they equally beneficial to alike Numbzr, who are
S D Jertled
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: : i ; Famili he Ifland 5
ott] th their Wives and Families on th 3
/jiiﬁiz l‘gflé to rc;oo', as there attually were, befor¢ the
el ad the Affiento? - S
L”’%fﬁﬁg Q?h; gmég;my purchafed their Ne roe;vin 1;7(‘;:-
wmaica, great Numbers were brought to that a{t_j e;
\;Ihiéh,indéed occafion’d a %lrcu?ﬁwn _oith%l;cK{ e?}iod'
Li ime 5 but fince they have fallen into the Metho
lltgt{l‘:ngﬁ:g to z%lfrz'm to pusrzcha{'c Sfl_avﬁs, %Szdlza.\rg acll]x;i)vi%
veral private Merchants out o the ] . 5, an
fﬁ;;mplggz the [ame Meafures, will, in 2 little 'I%ﬁlr?’
engrofs it to themielves 5 this will be the fame lég/iv%
in‘)‘itsi‘Confcqlle‘ths; as if they obtained an exclufi

Charter, which has beer {fo much dreaded and oppofed

by the Merchants of Briflol, and othet 7rading ‘ﬂWil.if‘
as well as Zondon. = -

As to the Advantages, which the Ifland is faid to re-

- AR TR RETNIUIER ¥ 1 vtO'(]-{llmﬂt'(fd,
cive by the Shl ing qghlchln]POrt ngrOBSInﬁ ey
for the Sourh-Sey Cempany, are they any new 4‘7‘3@ v
tions, or cqual to what they for merly had e;lyclx; ;"I;;g;sm
Refpety worenaeShips cmployd blre the S S
Compang obtaned the Affenso Contralt, to tanfport
Negroes for the Spanifh Trade, as well as or vae LUt

gggfﬁﬁndog Iteis g’vidcnt; that not only thofe Ships, but

their Cargoes belong'd to private Merchants in London,

: NN loy’¢ fors fettled in
riftol,. and Liverpool, who employ'd Fatfors fettled in
g;f%'};ind‘ the fgpblying the privare 7&”‘*’” g with Jie-
wroes was very beneheial to them, as well as .
iixffm‘;;:ss ,v igd thofe Faciors notbonly‘ en}pl{qeyddﬂ?egl’;i‘é’
« - - a .
Number of Peosple under them, but purch the M
. s U ) ; ‘ Shlps- and tne OHCY
dut of the Hland to load their s for Stores and Necel:
laid out by thofe Means, as well as for Stores and Necef-
frics, cirealted in o Lo s0d ocefoned A Li wd
Spirit amongft ther. A |

o : " there had been o greater private

ourthly, T'H AT’ rhere had been o greater priva
Trgggrmw}f]z?ed o# from Jamaica, fince the Year 1 77;1 3, t/ﬁq‘ﬂ.
in eighteen Years which be had known the Yand.

Here I am at a Lofs how to take that Gentleman’s

Meaning ; if he would be underftood a Trade carried

' ‘wh - in Famaien,” 1t 1s con=
on by the Merchants who relide in Famaica,” ,

trary

g
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‘Negroes in Yﬂﬂmim, and were even oblj

they gave a high Premium,
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though poffibly there thight have been 4 very confider-
able privare Trade carried on, which, pethaps, fome of
Yis Friends are ablé to explain, though T am not.
 In the latter End of the Year 1723, thére was indeed
a very brisk Trade, for a fow Months ; but 4 Stop was
foon put to it, though I hope not by fich Means as the
People of Famaica Imagine. And they have fince been
fo far from baving any Z74de, excepting for a few Ppo-
vifions, that above 1006,000]. Vilue, in Britifh Manu-
Jaltures, now lie there decaying, and cannot be vended.
~ Anvp here I cannot pafs by an Obfervation, which wds
-madé by the South-Sea Company’s Futtor, that the 77
Jienta was a bofing Contract to former Affientifts, and
that he dOubred,whcther the Seuth-Sea Company were
any Gainers by it: If this be the Cafe, will an Exenprion
of Duties in Famaica make it 2 beneficial Conmerce 5 or
it re ar d contribute” to.
wards any Defciency which may happen in r2eir Trade ?
And yet it is further reinarkable, “that all the Duties,
which they would be Hable to Pay In fixteen Years (in
which time thejs Confra&t expires) will 1
one bgzlj;per Cenr. that is, not to 7ey Shillings in every
100/ of their Capital in fixteen Years. o
Bur though it is doubted whether the Soutp-Sen
Company are Giiners by the Affento Contrall, yet it is
generdlly allowed, that the Trade which was f}(;r’mcrly
carried “on from Jamaica was very beneficial to Greay
Britain, as well as to the J/and, and not attended with
fo many ill Confequences. This leads me to explain more

‘ ?artvlculariy, wherein this Commerce with the Spaniards

or Negroes was beneficial in its Joruer Chansiel 5 and
yet hurtful to the Colosies in general, as well as to -
medica, by the Manner in which it has eén

ercifed by the South-Seas Company. - A
_ WueN the Portugueze had the Affiento Contrac?,
they, as well as the privase Traders, bought all theis
ged to take uy
y on Bottom-ree, for which
10 lefs than z5 and 30 per
: D2 : - Cent,

confiderable Sums of Mone
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(Cent. as | have been informed. This was the more bene-
ficial, becaufe any Man had the Liberty of fubferibing
what Sum he pleafed, not under 1ool. and their Divi-
dends were punétually paid every Voyage, which was
nfually compleated in five or fix Weeks. By thofe Means
the Settlement of the Porruguee Fatory muft certain-
1y be allowed to have been 2 very great Advantage to
the Ifland ; efpecially when it is confidered, that 1t was
fo far from being a Hinderance to the privare Trade,
that it rather promoted it 5 for under their Cover very
confiderable Quantities of Bririfh Manufaltures were
yearly vended. :
Y i Trade, which was afterwards carried on for
Negroes, by the private Traders, was likewife the leaft
Branch of their Commerce with the Spaniards ;5 for a
Sloop which catried out 120 Negroes, generally had on
Boar 7 or 8ocol. Value in orher Merchandife, which
they were not under any Difficulty of di&poﬁngs for the
Neceffity which the S‘paﬂiﬂrds‘werc under for Negroes,
before they were fo largely fupplied by the Sourb-Sea
Company, ocgaﬁoned the Royal Officers to wink at thofe
Proceedings, though they arc now, by that and fome
other Means, become more ftri&t. '
Frou hence it appears, that the Porzugueze Alfiento
Company, and the private Traders of Famaica, were
- not only beneficial to the Ifland, but to the Trade and,
Navigation of Grea: Britain 5 the Merchants of Lon-
Jon and Briftol furnifhing them with Negroes and <woolles
Geods, created Employment for a great Number of
Factors, Tradefmen, Shipping and Scamen, and the
Money brought into the Ifland being foon after remitted

Beme, occaftoned a Circulation here as well as there

whereas now every Thing in that Way is engroffed and
fwallowed up in that grear Gulph, and not only the In-
habitants of Fumaice, but_the Bririfp Mercbants and
Siamen arc deprived of their ufual Employment.

Nor had our Planters then any Caule of Cornplaint
that the very beft Megroes were A{ent to the Spawiards,
and they neceffitated to take the worf?, and fuch as they

would not purchafe 5 for the privare Traders generally

bggght 3 Saip’s Cargo round, or perhaps did not refufe

morée

gl
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more at any time than twenty or thirty mesgre ;
[terzper’d Negroes 5 whereas t%e Souzb?Sea C'o);:zep;%? wciii
not make Choice of above one balf of a Ship’s Cargo
and the Reafon of it is plain, none but the ver ‘b%' :
and fuch as will yield the bigheft Rates, will beary‘thoﬁ;
exceffive Charges -which they are at; for a zolerab)
Negroe, who will not yield above half Price, is liable tg
the fame Expences as the very beft. By thofe Means th
Spaniards are now furnilh’d with the choiceft Ne roe?
w'hlch are to be had, and our own Plantations wit}% the
worft 3 whereas they formerly bought the good and bad
together, and gave great Prices even for fubborn re-
bellious Negroes, which our Planters were glad to 7b€'_
rid of 5 but as they have: now Jerrer and more Ch o,
th(}y Wﬂllpft p\}rchafc them at any Rate.’ e
T is likewife neceffary to obferve, th: o
for Negroes, before it was };n the Hands ofp :}fetg:u;ar?k
Company, was chiefly to Porto Bello and Cartha ’ .
{Eom whence they were fent by the Spaniards to n‘fxﬁi
Countries, viz. Lima, Peru, Santa fee, &c. where tin
~cannot_poflibly prejudice the Britify Plantations ; bcy-» |
caufe in thofe diftant. Countries the making of Sug. ”
and fuch like Commodities, to fend to Exrope, can never
:glfwer: But, the furnifhing the Havanna anx&evser
Fago de cuba, which are Sea-Porzs, and have 4 contt .
Qorrefpondencc with Old Spain, may be of perni iant
Confequence to our Colozies, and of Courfe topthc CBOL}S
tifh Trade \and" Navigation. 'This will not appear -
imaginary Notion, when it is confidered that gfe Y v
niards have attually fettled above 30 new Sugar 'W'o.%-
near. the Havanna, fince the South-Sea Company a y
pointed a Fatfory there 3 and by their contmuijx; ?_
furnifh them with choice Negroes, and Lxréha{g' o
their Sugar, and other Commodities, to fer?d to }lj‘ng
7ope, as I have been informed, the Spaniards no doug;
will be encouraged by zbofe Means, to improve thof:
ﬂfaﬂuﬁlﬁuyes. It may perhaps be enquired, wh c
ther the Famaica Traders did not do the fame 5 Sh
which I muft obferve, that there was but little (’3(50
refpondence between Famaica and thofe Places ; anii
though a confiderable Trade was carried on to the

Soutlhs
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South-Cays *, yet it was generally for Woollens, Linnens,
#nd fome Negroes, which were feldom the beft.

Bur, fuppofing that they had attually traded for an
eqial Number of Negroes, it could not poffibly be at-
tended with the fame bad Confequences, becaufe the
Spaniards cannot export thofe Commodities themfelves,
for want of Navigation and Seamen, and no other Na-
tion or People are admitted into their Ports but the Veft
fels belonging to the Souzh-Sea Company, and confe-
quently, as it is impracticable for any other Traders to
take thofe Commodities off their Hands, when they are
made, it is a Difcouragement, and may prevent their
making any great Quantities, or more than for their own
Confumption, when they cannot vend them. o

T musT own, it is the Intereft of Grear Brirain to
émport in our Borroms, from other Countries, even fuch
- Comritodities as are produced in our own Plantations,
provided we cannot difcourage their being made, or

when they are made, their being brought into Eurgpe - -

But to furnifh a Nation, who are otherwife incapacitated
for fuch Attempts, with Zabourers to make the fame
Commodities, and when they are made, 70 bring thenz
0 Market, muit certainly be allowed a manifeft Injury
to the Bririfb Colonies, and inconfiftent with the general
Intereft of the Kingdom. __ o
I+ 15 alfo worth obferving, that the continuing the
Duty on Negroes imported into Famaica, and taking it
off from the Comzpany’s Negroes, which are re-exporzed to
the Dominions of a foreign Prince, may not only difcou-
rage any further Improvements being made in that
Hland, -but greatly prejudice the Bririfh Trade and Na-
vigation ; for as the Sourhern Colonies cannot be impro-
ved or fubfifted without Negroes, and at eafy Rates, fo
it cannot be fuppofed that the Merchants will fo readily
and freely Ziport them, while they are clogg'd with Da-
R : ties

* Small Ifiands belonging to the Spaniards, which are within
rwo Miles of Gkba, and cighteen Leagues North of the Weft End
of Yaniaica, : S
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ti6s which raife the Palue of them, and confequently
difable them from felling at fuch Rates as they might
otherwife do. On the other Hand, fiich a Reftritiion,
as is faid to be laid by the Governor’s new Inftruttion,
does not only feem repugnant to the Praice of England,
as I have fhewn in jra%l'el Cafes, but it is alfo to be
confidered, that if ({)1ach grear Quantities of Negroes are
continued to be fent amongﬁ the Spaniards, (and thefe
the Jeft which are to be had, while our 0wz Plantations
muft be contented with the worft, and fuch as they will
not purchafe) and Encouragement given to it, by conti-
nuing the Duty on what are fold fo onr Planters, and
taking it off entircly from #%ofe Negroes which are #e-
exported b{ the Company, it may be a Means of their be-
ing {o well ftocked, as to enable them to make fuch fur-
ther Improvements in Sugar, and otber Compodities, as
may exceed the Confumption of Eurgpe, -

- WE already find, that our Exports of the Product of
our Plantations from Great Britain are greatly dimi-
nifbed within a few Years, by Reafon that the Duyrch
and French furnifh foreign Markets with the Sfanze Comp-
modities cheaper than we can do 3 fo that unlefs fome
Method can be thought of, to put them at leaft on an
equal Footing with their Neighbours, that beneficial
Branch of Commerce will be loft to the Nasion.
 How far it may therefore be reafonable to reftrain the
Company, and others, in the Number of Negrves, which
they export to {ome particular Places 5 or how far it is
advifeable, or indeed abfolutely neceflary, in regard to
thefe Hints, to take proper Meafures for furnifhing the
Brivifh Plantations with Negroes at eafier Rates, by
taking off the Duties on Import, and to make them
dearer to Foreigners, by laying fuch a Dury on Exporr,
as may be thought reafonable, Is well worth the Confi-
deration of Your Grace, and of every Man, who has
any Regard for the true Intereft of his Country, -
I'r is alfo worth confidering, how far it is confiftent
with the South-Sea Company’s Charter, to trade either
on the Coaft of Guinea, or in our own Plantations s and

though F will not pretend to give 'my Opinion of the
Magter, yet T may be allowed to fay, “there is nothing

COnN-
I :
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' » » hd | t’ - g
ined in the A& for incorporating the Sou :
?I;;al;;d l\lvﬁihich grants them any fuch Prnqiicgc\;j 5 zgg
t}gatp wh{,never any Company attempts to trahc_: hv:syany
their Limits, it ought to alarm every Man, w..oc 5 4
Regard for i’?"mde’, or for the true Intereft of mb‘h'ouMaﬁ:
Should the Eaft-India Company trade 1n any ot 13: Man-
er than is preferibed by their Charrer, v‘;’out It ot
o cafion a Clamour, and juftly raife the Re gn mnﬁon’s
Ofrcr trading Town in England? And what Irgtfi fions
gav‘:Y the Souzh-Sea Company to a greater 1n ;1 1%' e
than any other Corporatmlrcn1 ! %Sttll}sge fzf;;athey the
| ' in the a ,
largeft of any in the World, w1 cr may they rot
£? And confequently, ought v
gforlzl ?ﬂ{:g;f(i)d and jealous of thfc?nl'VI Progccfd;nigfs,t ﬁ?;ma;)ef
‘ r Body of Men ? for 1f t
o l()tih(f ifgzﬂf‘:r{% oRef’crigﬁons,. and are «rCﬁ.’.hifd to
car aon a Trade to any Country, is it not in thc;rV ?wci
iy e, o b e e [
ige hi leave it off ? And 1 . .
(}tl;lgc?’a;;r;; éat 22?72 T rade, will 1t not be the fame"[l‘hn:gé"
i e'rts Confequenccs, ‘as 1if they obtained an el’xc uﬁi
léllo;rter for every Branch of Trade which belongs ta
Gl or cve | " .
Gr’%z:xggtai? not Apprehenfions without FSOPWZ?;?;(:HO%
Sou ; y have given us a Spect.
gxﬁafzgé?‘iﬁccg? %(i?v;, by their late Proccedings on
the Cog ' ave done, on Pre-
itl Famaica as they have done, i
tence Of gf‘%l};?ﬁilf; ﬂ(?iépmzinrds, on Account (i'f thedﬂbﬁ
P (()l' traft. 1t wasopenly declared and al owed ¥
tllfgf gou%-s% 'C()mpﬂny’s- Fattor, bcigrc_ :hc agf;ﬂgflzz;ffg
(s jefty’ /J, that In order to carry on.
i %ﬁgg ti) gg;}i?d’vanmgc, it was abfo]ute‘l)‘l nlc-
Af.ﬁﬁfﬂtoto import into ‘Famaica, at leaft, dolzb fc' 1tu:
ce arY-‘t of Negroes they re-cxported 5 jthaTt is, 1 .tlacy
uamé yearl among the Spaniards 4000 Negi 0?,;‘ }cl)lf
ve“gc.my ortyat leatt 8000 ; the Con{'cque:n,clcg W {cﬂ
Ix:rlﬁl blc }t)hat, as they impi)lfjt ﬁoooﬁl\%ggleé tt:}t:h{a{g;’;f{ ,
h 6 t, which muit
zno?ai};a:cgrlgee;\%igbcr which it isable to take off year-
and

o f: gra2s to be {o ver
ly) it will for a Yea; or two occafion Neo_io‘ : | chca{)

' » {fending fuch great Quan-
of Guinea ; and by fending fuch great Qu
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cheap, that no privite Merchant can afford them, dnd
of Coutfe they muft either leave off the Trade, or be
fuined. - And when the Company have thus got that
valuable Branch of Commerce into theif Hands, will i¢
not be in their Power afterwards, to fet what Price they
- pleafe on Negroes, aswell as the Produc? of the fland?
Nay, will it not be in their Power, or their Factors, to
éontroul the Proceedings of the' AfJembly, and to take
even the Adminifirarion unealy to any. Governor, who
will not readily acquiefce with, ‘ot come into thejr Mea-
fures? Nor dre we fure that Things will ftop here ; for
Wwhen they have entered {0 far into the Guznes Trade;
they may s eafily drive all other Britih Traders cut
of it, and have the fame Influence over the reft of the
Sourhérn Colonies, which canniot be fubfifted without
Negroes. ‘ v
1t is therefore obvious, that the Mannef of exeftifing thé
Alffiento Trade, may prove very prejudicial to the Britifh
Merchants, dnd to the Colonies in general, as well as to
the Ifland of Famaica. We already feel fome of the Effects
of it by the Prive of Negroes being raifed very confidera-
bly on the Cosft of Guines, and feveral Merchants quirs
ting the Z7ade; and will not the Price of Negroes being
augmented, hurt the Plantations, as well as their 'bcingj
fupply’d with zeor/e than they ufually had before, fince
the beft and choiceft Negroes are pick’d out for the Spa-
niards? And by diverting the Trade out of jts former
Channel, will it not endinger its being monopolized; or,
as [ have obferved, render it impraéticable for any other
Traders, and by thdt Means occafion its being engroffed
by theSpur b= Sea Company, which will, in its Confequences,
be the fame asif it were underan Exclufive Charter? What
then will become of great Numbers of Britife Merchants,
Lradsfmen, Manufatturers, Labourers, and Seamen,
who are fupported by it? For it is evident that'a Trade
to any Country, whith is free and open, employs 2 much
greater Numbcer of People of all Profeffions, than it does
when it is in the Hands of an Exchufive Company. It
was made appear to the Lords Comumiffiosers for Trade and
Llantations, by the Traders to Africa, that when that
Lrade was exclufive; the ngjml African Compaiy never

- dxd,



- Brifiol, and Liverpool, who are hurted by its being
" fine, whatever Advantages were made by the Inhabi-

" Nation, as they are Subjelts of England, and -all their.

" are foon after remitted to Grear Britain, and their

" ter the Affiento Contralt was granted to the Englifh,

(2€)

did employ more than 43 S4i/ of Shipsina Year s whereas
they had, at that Time, belonging to the Ports of Zondon,
Briftol, and Liverpool, near Tawo Hundred Sail. How
vaft muft then be the Difference in the Expor? and Con-
[urption of the Bririfp Manufactures, as well as in the
Number of Seamen and osbers, who thereby mect with y
Employment ; and which muft confequently. diminifh
whenever contrary Meafures are tolerated, or effefted
by any other Means? .

yBuZ fuppofing that the Affiento Trade will not be
attended with all thefe bad Confequences, and that the

Hland of Famaica is, or can be, the only Place affetted

byit ; yet even that is 2 fufficient Objection, and a very ; ?
cogent Reafon againit the Manner in which it has been ex- |
ercis’d by the Sourh-Sea Cormpany. Their Commerce with
the Spaniards wasnot carried on with their own Manufac- :
tares, nor did they fend to Africa for Negroes 5 they &

were fupplied with them, and all other Commodities
proper tor that Trade, by the Merchants of London,

turned into other Channels, as well as a great Number ot
Tradefimen, Seamen, and others employed by them,
more than are at prefent by the South-Sea Company. In

O. PO
tants of Faimaica, were 1n Efe& fo much gained tothe

Wealth at latt centers here : 1t muft therefore bc.al- |
Towed, that their Intereft 1s the Intereft of the Nation,
fince they employ our Navigation and Seanten, confume
our ﬁﬁ?ﬁzaﬂz&};res, and all the Gold, Silver, and other
galuable Commodities, which are brought into the Ifland,

Wealth repofited here as in qi?{zf{k. . . {g
" 1t was obferved by a very judicious Author *, foom at= &
that, among other Difadvantages which _W0L1Ld accré%e to.

the Nation, by the Acceptance of thatr'-(Jon'gra , 1t

would be attended with the Ruin of Famatca VZV h&s
R ‘ : : ords

—
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Words are {o very remarkable, and fome Things which

he foretold have happened fo exaétly, that I beg leave
to tranfcribe them. .

(14

<

-~

of Famaica muft foon fall into the Hands of the French 5

¢ there could not have been a better Contrivance than

"~ ~
~ ~ o~

into ¢heir Poffe(fion.

need of much greater Numbers of People than are
there for its Defence. Yet our falfe Maxims of {uffer-
ing our People there to poffefs greater Tratts of Land
than they can plant, muft needs hinder their Encreafe 5

-« and this_4ffiento Contra(?, by depriving them of their
¢« beft and moft valuable Trade, muft make them dcfert

apace ; this in a little Time may expofe the little
Remainder to our Enemies. Was this [ffenzo Contralt
¢ contrived for this Purpofe? Yet Iam afraid this will
< not be our whole Lofs : Dr. Davenant has faid it, if
his Authority is good, that our Lofs of Famaica muft
« probably be attended with the Ruin of our Intereft in
«“ America. - _ : \ .
«“ The A& for ercting the South-Sea Company de-
prived Famaica of trading to the South-Sea, but the
< Affiento Contralt has fhut them out of the Spanifb
<« Indies; yet their Returns of Gold and Silver, 1 Ex-
« change for Negroes and other ‘Merchandizes, were 2,
or 500,000/, per Apnum. Let the Spaniards have
« deprived us of this Trade ; but was it fit for us to
« give it up? How vaft muft be the Number of Defert-
# ers from that Ifland 7 It was at leaft half the Value of
« its whole Trade; therefore half the People muft de-
¢ fert : And will the Ifland after this Defertion be able
¢« to defend it felf? '
¢ Thus there is no Profpeét of the Company’s trading
¢ under this Contrad, or getting any Thing by it if they
« did. Can their Goods that are to be kept two Years
“ in the King’s Warchoufes, and under his own Lock
« and Key, and in fo hot a Climate, be brou%ht to a
“ good Market ? or will not cne half of them firft pe-
: . E 2 «“ rifh?

In all Probability, that once valuable Hfland |

this of the Affiento Contract, to throw this whole Ifland

« It is fituated among fich Neighbours, that it had -
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ii rith ? Can the Affienrifts hope for Profit from their
« Negroes, that are to pay a heavy Load of Duties to
* the King? Certainly no Man in the Kingdom could
:" have contrived a Zreaty fo little to the Benefit of the
" Nation.” .

Bur, asit is neceffary in order to recommend any Mat-
ter to the publick Care, to fhew the Conveniencies as-
well as the Inconveniencies attending it 5 I {hall lay. be-
f.ie Your Grace, in as concife a Manner as I am able,
the many Advantages which Grear Britain derives
from Famaica, by its Situation, by the Employment it
gives to our Navigation, by the Confumption it occafi-
ons of our Manufatiures, and the great Value of its.
annual ‘Produce, which is {fo much Gain to the Nation,
over and above what is confumed within themfelves in
neceffary and contingent Charges ; for bere at laft their
Wealth centers, and confequently in Fa& they labour for
#s. And though thefe Things are well known to thoft,
who have any Notions of Trade, or are acquainted that
‘Way, yet in gencral they are not fo well underftood or
contidered as they ought to'be ; moft People having no
other Knowledge of i1t, than that it is an Ifand in the.
Wefi-Indies, and that it makes Sugar 5 and to this Igno-
rance of its Worth, may in a great Meafure be attribu--

<

ted fome' Inconveniencies they labour under 5 for we are:

apt to prize and extend our Care for the Prefervation of.

Things, in Proportion to the Notions we have of the Va-
lue of them. ' _ .
_ Famaica lies in the Latitude of 18 Degrees, 30
Leagues W. by S. of Hifpaniola ; 15 Leagues S. of the
great lland of Cuba ; 161 Leagues N. W. by N. of Czr-
thagena 5 172 Leagues N. by E. of Porzo Bello; 136

Leagues S. E. by E. of Cape Anronio on Cuba 3 200
Leagues S. E. of the Havanua ; and 352 Leagues E. &

S. of La Vera Cru». Being thus fituated, it is needlefs

to obferve, how ufeful it might be made in Trade, or
how capable 1t is of anncying the Enemy in Time of

War. Where could the Scirh-Sea Company fettle a Fac-

tory {o convenient for them ? And what vaft Advantages,
might be made in Trade with proper Encouragement,
. ' S ' which

4
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which cettainly would not }
A_To{tion? Is not this Ifland a Keey ?:%chgd“};z”’ a;; other
dies, and ought we not to be gg carefp et In-

des, and ul of it as of s
rontier i Shou.ld we ever be o unfortunate as to lof;

1t ( i 1
1t (and I wifh jt may not be in fome Danger under jts
d be left us in

¢ as we have made of the happy Si-

tuati d 1ch as it feems to =
fplfcd,_had we not been in pofleficn of it i thgel(}tfe
', the Plate Fleers would
pain, ers w

g)gt hax_fehcc?ne home with fop much Unccrtainty Oglocrl'
e C/:‘;;[es p(é/ﬂmani}; Dci}ayg as they did: Nor "would
Sir Cha, 7ger have had an Oy i
them {6 fatal Blow, as he did fx? Of;llo]giltyb()f gll\\qng

| . _ . takir
azlai deftroying their Galleons ; a- Service in itg Coni?:g
ili qdm;ﬁeegfal tGo t}}c ganing of a Battle in Flanders /
I: ther Gentleren, who comm,  the Ships of
Had . , -ommanded the Ships of
ggaécsg thai_ Slta.tlcn, been as vigilant and brave inpihoef
onoi their Duty, the Enemy could not have held

out the War { : .
the Negle@t of 28 they did: Bur, notwithftanding

ome of thofe C '
Cowardice of oth ommanders, and the.
\ ers, the Fre P A
a very large Account £ rench and Spaniay ds can give
this Iilan dbput then? : o t}_frd Llof’fes, and the Expences
? : o, n 1€re ey
back, fince w, fe we need not look
€ are {o lately furnifh’d w
: ” 1 L, > a
markable Inftance ; the bloZk' d with a very re-

: ing up of the Gajj i

ing e Galleons i
3’;0772‘; gocf[zio; bjytihe Sguadrém( commanded by Pje A’zlf-l
; $ thought to have sjven - ) to the AL
vl Hofe j;b gen.a Turn to the AL
% ur:pe,and to have been no fin. I Mortification to
the Fyapend 10 1 c€n no imall Mortification to

; ‘ as to 17 of Spai

couly e 1 8 the King of Spain : But how
: cen effected, had we not been in Pofleft

7 or that Squadron to
have rem: - iong hey di <171011 t
t emained {o Ionb as they did at the Z‘ﬂﬂz nenLos,
vy

without a Supply of Rcﬁ‘clhmcnts, and other Necely

ries? Where could they have been ¢

-
1 " Ciit E
cruited, after fo great a Mortality a5 p ced and re.

2ppened amongft
d to leave thofe

Parts 7

them ? Muft they not have been oblige

I
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Parts? and is it not probablc that fome, or moft of them,
would have been loft, confidering the Condition they
werein? In fine, while we are Mafters of Famaica,
and have a Squadron ftationed there, it may be in our

Power at any time, not only to block up Porto Bello

and Carthagena, from whence the greateﬂ: Part of the

“Soanilh Treafures are fhipped off, but even to preferibe
penif f/e Indies 5 for no Ship can return f0 old

Y.aws to the /¥
Spain trom cither of thofe Places, but muit neceffarily
make the Eaft or Weft End of that Ifland. Nor is there
any Difficulty of intercepting the Trade from Lz Vera
Cruz, Campeachy, and the Havanna, as they are within
a few Days Sail, and our Ships maz be fupplied with
Neceffaries from Famaica, in cafe there fhould be the
Tike Neceffity for them t0 remain any time on thofe
Coafts. .
Ir is to be obferved, that as the Trade-Winds gene-
rally blow above three Quarters of the Year, in thofe
Parts, a Vefle] cannot turn up from the Havanna to
€arthagena and Porto Bello, nor go through the other
Paffage, 1n lefs than fix or feven Weeks 3 nor from either
of thole Places, toany Spanifb Settlement on Hifpaniola,in
iefs than 2 Month Whereas they can at any time run over
from Famatca in three Of four Days, and return in fix or
feven Days. It alfo might be made appear, that 7a-
wmaica 1s 3 More valuable Ifland than Cuba, Hzfpzmiola,
or any other in America, not only 1n regard to 1ts com-
modious Situation, but in being much better furnifhed
with Harbours and Rivers * 5 for a Confirmation of this,
peal, than to Don Antonio Hererat,

'{ need no other Ap

who tells us, that Columbus declar’d it to be the moft
beautiful of all the Iflands he had feen. ‘

It is computed that this Ifland employs three bundred

Sail of Ships, and above [ix thoufand Seanen ; and that
: , - the

e

* There are eight fne Harbours in Yamaica,, befides many
Coves and Bays where Ships may fafely ride : There are alfo

¢ighty four Rivers which difcharge jato the Sea, and feven times

as many leffer Rivers and Springs which run into them,

{ vide Herera's General Hiffory of America, chap. 13
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the very Duties on the Tnsports from
near one hundred thoufandpPounds pe;h;;:;;c;:? O;rllf' t}f;
is fo much clear Profit to the Crown, {aving what is talic
off for Drawbacks on Exportation, fince the Char CI;'
:’};;[ C(‘z{vcr?x:}ent tfh%e is defray’d by zbemfelves %?si:t
ft Quantities of Britifh Manufactures ,
.Zcﬁgwﬁd to, andlvended {/:1 and b%r[ Meeuig ovg‘ ifafoﬁ]‘;zlgé
ow greatly might they be im ' ieir
Trade encouraged, w}%ich Waz once E)I‘O“:g; ll:::arsxc;ih?li
to Great Britain, as well as themfelves, and might {‘icl'ai!
be made {o in a more eminent Degree ? s
As to the Produce of the Ifland, I have feen an Efti
mate of what has been made in one Year, which :
?ou?tcd to upwards of fve bundred tboufcz’nd Pounds
rerling 5  now if it be confidered that the Freight
Duties, &9¢. center in our {felves, whatever 1s over fi
above the Value of what is exported from hence and Tl:
Northern Colonies, for the Purchafe of Negroes, E
confumed within the Hland (which are chicfly % )
Manufactures, and cannot amount to 150 o)éo lrmjb
Apnum) is certainly {o much Gain to the Nation, o
fides other Advantages derived from their Trade vhi Qi;
areBnot P?Perhmhbe mentioned here. ) W
vt _though this Is a true Eftimate o ’
made of the Ifland in one Year, yet it f;swv}v}iﬁl}gélicm
that I muft likewife obferve, that their Product for ;irn
Years paft will not exceed one Half that Value e;ﬁl’z.
Year ; and that it is impracticable to make any Im ro‘vi:
E:s;ﬁiu%rg tos}z;ltteeven ’tlile plar}ting Intereft 1n its E)rmcr
: ] , without fome Knco
given to it 5 and which can only be bri);gﬁ%e;?)i?; g;’

removing the Dificuities and Inconveniencies they have

to ftruggle with.

zg the Colonies in general arc allowed to be very Ze
neficial to Great Britai, thofe are undoubted.ly he
moft valuable which are produttive of feveral Sw}; Cof
Cgmmg’(lzfzes 5 Famaica is allo in thar refpect to b 3dof
ftinguifh’d from the others ; for befides Sugars, C a?t "
Ginger, Piemento, Indico, &, are chiefly the I“’rogﬂ‘3
é"c;pns of that Ifland, very little of thofe Commoditil—{j |
being imported from the reft of the Britify Tl:mff;

tions.
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vions. So that we muft be obliged to putchafe them of
the French, ‘Dutch, and other Nations, were they not

roduced on that Ifland.  Corron is neceflary to work
up with 7700l} in many of our Manufactures 5 Ginger is
chiefly exporzed, though great Quantities are ufed at
home, efpecially among the poor People 5 * Piemento
leflens the Confumption of Sprée, which is_only to be
had of the Durch at their own Rates 5 Indigo, Log-
awood, Fuftick, €¢. are confumed among the Dyers, and
are abfolutely neceffary in many of our Manufattures.
"T'o which may be added, that before we had thofe Com-
modities of our own, we paid five times the Price for
them we do now, and for fome of them more ; and ’tis
probable we {hould do the fame again, were we de-
prived of having them in the {ame Manner:

To explain this more particularly I muft obferve, that
before the Britifh Plantations "in South America were
fettled, we paid the Portugueze from 4 to 5 1. per
Hundred Weight, for Mufcovado Sugars, which are
now fold from 22 to 35 5. as in Goodnefs 5 and above
5 J. per Hundred Weight for Ginger, which 1s now com-
monly fold at 225. 6d: or thereabouts. Our Dyers
Wares were bought of the Spaniards, to whom we paid
for Logwwood from 100 to 1307, per Ton, which may
now be had at nine Pounds per Ton 3 and other Goods
ufed in Dying proportionably. So that by having thofe

- Playtations, we not only fave fo much as was formerly

4id for thofe Commodities to Foreigners, but we arc

*able to furnifh orher Nations ; and our Manufacturers,

by having them at Jefs Prices than they formerly had,

are enabled to fell their Commodities proPomonab‘iy

cheaper, which is undoubtedlya very great Advantage to .

the Nation.

I'r is alfo worth obferving, thdt not one fifth Part of
the manurable Lands in Famaica has ever been {ettled;

whereas the other Iflands belonging to Grear Britain

have been improved to the utmoft Extent they are

capable of ; and fome of them are almoft worn ont: Is
1t

'

* Commonly called here All-spice, of }'anidicaépeppefa
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it not th . L
€n worth while to encourage the fettling and

cultivating of thofe Lands, which have been fo long .

neglected, fince . :
oSl ‘b,c ore othc Advantages to the Crown and Nati-

creafe of Inhabitants that valuable '

, 102 Ifland will be mo
effeftually fecured ? And ¢lpecially when it is coff
fllldc?d’ that the »

calon to be jealous of, becomes more and more formi
dable in thofe Parts 5 they arc already in Po%éau of
nia.r two third Parts of the great land of Fifpaniols
w ich qncreafcs fo faft in Inhabitants, that our ‘Pl/mm:
ti0n5 will be very precarious in cafe of a Rupture with

th Jati . 0 . b
.. that Nation ; finee ’tis evident that their Settlements

flourifh, while oy 1 ' 1 Larai
ot dfgzine everyn.Y ﬁfﬁﬂmnms, and particularly Famai-.
G Trus I have fhewn the Importance of that Colony to
7‘6’{6}1? Britain, and the Neceffity of looking into their
prelent Stare and Condition, that they may in time be
relieved from the many Evils which hang over them, and
threaten their Deftruétion 5 they who once were able to
keep the proud Spaniards in awe, and to ftrike a Terror
throughout 4merica, now require our Aid, and the ut-
moft Carc and Tendernefs to preferve it. Their Zrade,
which was their Life and Support, is in 2 Manner loft,
and the Inhabitants alfo difpirited at the Depredations
of the Spaniards for {everal Years paft, contrary to ex-
pr(e{s and l[olemn Treaties then [ubfifting, without one
Inftance of Reftitution and Satisfattion being made the
Parties injured : 'To which may be added #wo. dreadful
Hurricapes within four Years, which deftroyed moft of
their Works and Canes, and was_ attended with a long
and pinching Drought.  Humanity moves us to commi-
ferate and relieve our Fellow Creatures under any Kind
of Aflition or Diftrefs 5 and are not thofe induftrious
People, from whom their Mother-Country derives fo
many Advantages, worthy our Attention and Care?
Is it not of the higheft Confequence to Grear Britain
to relieve and fupport them ? Have they not great Reafon
to expect the publick Countenance and Favour, and to
be made ey, that they may be encouraged to remain
there, and others to go o;er 5 by which Means the Ifland
. owill

rtionably augmented ; and by an En-

French, whom we have the moft.
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wil}l be ftrengthned, improv’d, and become more valu.
able? : ‘
Sir Sofiab Child, in his Diftourfe on Trade, p. 191.
obferves, that every Englifpman in Barbadoes or fa-
#aica creates Emp?oyment for four Aienat home ; tho’
he is fhort in his Computation, and it might be made
appear to be more, yet even that is fufficient to thew
the Importance of encouraging or diftouraging of the In-
habitants of thofe Iflands, fince every Perfon there is of
equal Benefit to the Publick, to {everal Hands at hoﬁ}q
and much mote uféful by creating Employment for
others. ' ‘
~ Anp here, my Lord, it will not be improper to touch
on a Report which has been induftrioufly fpread by fome
prejudiced Perfons, with a very bafe Defign, viz. That
the Inhabitants of Famaica are a faftious, diftontented
People, and are aiming at a State of Independency s
which 1s fo ridiculous and dabfurd an Infinuation, that
it fearcely deferves any Anfwer : Is it poflible for that
Tfiand vo fupport it {elt, amidft fuch potens Neighbours as
they are furrounded with, eventho’ it were much better
inhabited than it 1s at prefent, and in flourifhing Cir-
cumftances ? Or can it be fuppofed that they are fo ftu-

id as to imagine that they fhall be cafier under-the
French or Spaniards 5 for they muft fubmit to one-of
them, in cafe they were fo fenfelefs as to fthake off the
Englifh Government ? o Bt
~ But, my Lord, were they not tied by Affeftion *and
. Affnity 1o the People of England ; ‘were they not un-
der the firongeft Artachments o bis ‘Majefty’s ‘T@;fm
and Govermment, yet the Eftates and’ other Dependen-
¢izs, which many of them have in Grear Britain and
Treland, and thé great Number of Children which-ase
conftantly here for Education, are {o' many Pledges - of
their Fidehity, o B

Taey have indeced been fo unfortunateras to differ

~ with fome of their Goversors, -who, to gain their Point,

have conflantly reprefented them- in the'moft ‘difagree-
able Light to the Adminiftration at home ; “The latter
End of Queen Apne’s Reign they were daid to-be ‘of
fattious, tarbulent Spirits, a:Seed brought ever withghé

: ot
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firft Settlers, and which had never been entireiy rooted
out ; and of late Ycars they have been branded with
Facobitifin. How inconfiftent are thefe Charafters ?
And is 1t not obvious from thence, that they are alter-
nately reproach’d with being a Race of Oliverians, or
with Zory Difaffection to the Proteftant Succeffion ac-
cording to the Complexions of the Miniftry at different
Times, orasit is moft conducive to their finifter Defigns?
I am not infenfible, that the late unhappy Difputes,
in relation to the Manner of reviving their Municipal
Laaws, which expir’d in Oiober 1724. has furnifhed
their Adverfaries with an Opportunity of wounding them
in the moft {enfible Part. And though it may {feem un-
{eafonable to touch on an Affair, which we have sreat
Reafon to believe the Ifland will be made eafy in ; yet
1n regard to the Characters of Perfons who are at fuch a
Diftance, and to take off the Imputation laid on them,
I beg Leave to obferve, that they Ecbavcd on that Occa-
fion with all the Moderation and Submiffion which be-
¢ame them : This will more evidently appear by their
Addrefs to the Governor, the late Duke of Portland,
in April 1926. which fets forth': B

“ Tur Aflurances in your Grace’s Speech of his Ma-
jefty’s Intentions to perpetuate éur Lgws, and the
gracious Declarations he has often made from the
¢« Throne, of his Defire to efablifh the Liberties of al}
“ his People, have not a little encovraged us to petition
(as we have by this Bill *) for fuck an Eftablifhment 3
far, very far from intending thereby to withdraw our
Duty or Gratitude to our Sovereign. -
¢« My Lord, we can never be unmindful of the many
« Bleflings of his Majcfty’s Reign ; nor fhall we ever be
¢ wanting in Adls of Duty and Loyalty: We are fully
« gonymccd that nothing is intended by him to eur Pre-
¢ judice ; the Moderation and Juftice of his Govern-
¢ ment are to us certain Farnefts to the contrary : But,
“ my Lord, it is from fo excellent g King, that the beg? ~
v F: « Laws

({3
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* A Bill for perpetuating their Municipal Laws,.
l ‘
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« Jaws are to be expected ; which perfwades us, that
“ we are not acting a difagreeable Part to his Majefty,
 while, with Duty and Submiffion to him, we are con-
s tending for that which diftinguifhes his Subjects from
* thofe of other Princes.. _

« WueN we thus confide in his Majefty’s Goodnefs,
¢ how is it poffible we fhould be difturbed with imagi-
¢ nary Fears, or groundlefs Jealoufies ; or four'd with
¢ any fullen or ftubborn Humours? There is, indeed,
“ my Lord, a Sort of Jealoufy that is natural and inter-
“ woven with every Englifh Conftitution, and which 1s
« always upon the Watch for the Prefervation of the
“.Community ; fuch a Jealoufy might well be alarmed
 with the atorementioned Scheme * ; for though we
“ confefs, in the fulleft Extent, his Majefty’s Right to
¢ diffent to our Laws, they ought, as we humbly ap-
“ prchend, to take their Rife trom our felves, without
“ ieing obliged to digeft what is dealt to us by orker
“ Hznds, Strangers, 1n a great Meafure, to our Defefts
¢ and Neceffities ; and here, my Lord, we only {peak
“ the fame Language, and imitate the Spirit with
¢ which our Predeceflors formerly afferted their Righs
“ of framing their own Bills, and in a Reign lefs fa-
“ vourable to the Liberties of the People, prevailed in
¢ the fame Point ; which Maxim of Government they

 wifely drew from their Mother-Country, <eho can en-:

“ dure no Laws bur thofe of ber own chufing, and
¢ which the Aflembly hope they may now as well bor-
‘“ row, not only as they are the fame Ewnglift Colony,
“ but from the Declarations and Conceffions of all our

 Charrers of Government, as well to your Grace as to

“ your Predeceffors.”.

Can they, after fuch Affurances, be accufed of any
indecent Behaviour, or faid te claim any other Privi-
lege than 1s enjoyed by the other Colonies i common

o ' . with

2

* A Report of the Board of Trade to his lace Maiefty, wherein it
was advifed to prepare the Draught of a Bill in England, to be
font (o Fanmaica, o
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with the reft of his Majefty’s Subjefs? Or is it reafon.
able that they fhould be more reftrained than any other
Part of the Britifp Dominions? The Hints which are
given of its being a conquered Country, and therefore
that they have not equal Pretenfions, may prove of
fatal Confequence ; for who will go over, or remain
there, if they have not, at leaft, the ﬁ%me Encouragement
which they have in their native Country? :
On e would think that their Behaviour, fince the Suf-
penfion of their Laws, was enough to filence their Agd-
verfaries, and give them a further Pretenfion to the
Affeftion and Favour of their Mother-Country ; for
tho’ they have been for fome time under thofe unl;dppy
Circumfiances, we hear of no Robberies, no Murders. no -
Riors, “or other Diforders, every one is quict and un-
difturb’d in his Perfon and Property, faving fome little
Unecafinefs which they muft nceds be under at fuch z
Junture, as it undoubtedly occafions a Staguation i
Lrade and Credit. And what Country in the World
in their Circumftances, would not be under the fame or
greater Inconveniencies? And therefore, as no other bad
Confequences have happened, it muft certainly be' al-
lowed an Argument very much in their Favour. =
I'r 1s needlefs to. enlarge on this Head, fince it can-
not be doubted but that the Perfon whom his Majefty
has been pleafed to appoint Governor of Famaica,” and
1 now on his Voyage, carrics with him fuch Tnftructions
as will be agreeable 1 thofe Points ; and if any other
Sparks of Uncafinefs remain, that they will be ex-
tinguifhed by the prudent Adminiftration of that worthy
Gentleman, whofe Moderation, Experience and great
Abilities render him every Way qualified for fo great
and important a Truft, - s
I smarn conclude with fome excellent Obfervations
of Dr. Davenant, in his Difcourfe on the Plantation
Trade : ¢ If ever any Thing great or good, fays he, be
« done for our Englify Cob nies, Induftry muft have
¢« jts due Recompenfe, and that cannot beé without En-
€ couragement to 1t, which is only to be brought about
“ by confirming their Liberties, and cftablithing good
¢ Difcipline among them 3 that as they fee they are 2
I , ‘ “free
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« frée People in point of Government, {6 they may, by

8 :%ood Difcipline, bé keptt}ﬁ"ce_of the Mifchiefs that fol-

« Tow Vice and Idlenefs..
"« Anp as Care fhould be taken in this Refpett, fo

et without doubt ’tis advifeable, that vo little Tmula-

« tions or private Intercfts of Governors, nor that the

« Pgritions of bungry Courtiers at home, fhould prevail

« to difcourage thofe particular Colonies, who in a few
<« Years have raifed themfelves, by their own Charge,
« Prydence and Induftry; to the Wealth and Greatnefs
« they are now arrived at, wirhous Expence to the
« Crown : Upon which Account, any Innovations ot

« Breach of their Original Charters (befides that it
¢ feems a Breach of the publick Fairh) may peradven-
~¢ ture not turn to the King’s Profit.

Acain, © The Welfare of all Countries depends upon,

« good Government, and without doubt thefe Colomies
s will flourifh, if they are intrufted to Dozeft, difreet;

« and skilful Hands, who will let them perceive they

« enjoy the Rights and Liberties of Englifbusen, though

« not in England. ‘

¢« Inypusthy has its firft Foundation on Liberry :
¢« They, who either are Slaves, or who believe zhesr
« Freedoms precarious, can neither fucceed in Trade,
« nor meliorate a Country. We fhall not pretend to
« determine whether the People in the Plantations
« have a Right to all the Privileges of Englift Sub-
<« jefts 5 but the contrary Notion is perhaps too much
« “gntertained and practifed in Places which happen to
« be diftant from St. Stephes’s Chapel 5+ upon which
« Account it will, peradventure, be a great Security
« and Encouragement to thofe induftrious People, if a

< declaratory Law were made, that Englifomen have &

« Right to all the Laws of England, while they remain

FINIS




