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- PRELIMINARY.

N
This work is divided imto two parts :
. 1. Eatracts from the Journals of Parliament,
and other State Papers, c.
II Observatzons and Deductzons, amma from :
\ ‘ P— -

tke precedmg data

,IT is‘ 'sbmeWhat uncommon td affix, the data in
thls manner ; but if the reader W111 Lmdly ref‘ram
hls cr1t1c1sm, he WIll dlscover 1ts absolute neces—

s1ty, in order that he should Wlth the author, be

. ultlmately convmced, < that excluswe charters and




( vi)

privileges are contrary to the principles of a free |

people, and to Magna Charta.”’

¢ That such exclusive privileges have been al«
most invariably gained through the disgraceful

medium of corruption and of bribery.”

 That the honourable the East India Com-
pany’s monopoly is a great grievance ; ‘and that its

R O ,»'“‘

present charter the Company have substantially

forfelted o

The author has to note, that the prmted Journals
of Parliament commenced but W1th the relgn of
Philip and Mary, and are frequently erased He

cou'ld however, have readlly added abundance of

snmlar data, but he truste that enough is exhl-
bited ; especmlly when it is observed “that the .
PEERs cou]d not, m 1775 obtam 2 sight of those |

| East Indla charters, of Wthh TEN had been sub-

0

T

( vii )
mi‘tted ‘to the Commons House in 1755, and the
whole TweENTY-FOUR (see Part IL p‘. 73,) at
length happily discovered, and exhibited on the
table of that House in 172!

ERRATA.
" Fage '35, for 1694, read 1695.
o 152, for 900 willions, read 600 willions,
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PART 1.

ExrtracTs from JoURNALS of the
Houses of PArLIAMENT, and
other STATE Papers, &c.




% : : ’ ‘ t o f - 7th and Stk Ap;zl 1554. le‘y

, -BILLS were read ¢ restraining ‘merchants ﬁ'om
V‘: . , importing a:greater valuein merchandise than that
; . I ~ exported:” and, ¢ that one-fifth-of the imports
| o | ‘ : | ~ should be in bullion or coin.” ' Negatived.
. o S o e - 20th April, 1555.— Mr. Speaker declared, that™
| o i L R o ‘z o at a previous conference Mr. Story had, kneeling,
assured the Queen, that he (Mr. Speakerj had not
: T T T R T opened :to her highness that licences might be
o o ; - restrained, as hath been. spoken in- the House.”
| o , Whereupon Mr. Speaker prayed-the advice of the
o ’ ' ‘ . : _ House: ¢ For that it seemeth to the House, that
; | ~ o S v ‘M. Story spake .of good zeal. The fault toward
i , | | . ~ - ' i’ Mr. Speaker, and the House, is remitted.”
| ’ \ i 5th. March, 4th and 5th P. and Mary. ——A blll
i o L . : 1 passed for confirmation of letters patents.”” Mr.
T ‘ ‘ ' : : Copley, one of'the House, having spoken unreve-
' ' | ~ rent words of the Queen’s majesty, concerning the
bill  for confirmation of patents,” saying, that he
feared the Queen might thereby give away the
crown from the right inheritors—The House

‘ » o ommanded, (on the complaint of the Queen), that
; | S | L — N " Mr. Copley should be reprimanded. He pleaded

1
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~ his youth ; but was committed to the serjeant-at-

arms. |

The Golden Speech of Queen Elzabéth to her last
Pdr'lz'ament, Now. 30, 1601.

Her majesty being set under state in the Coun-
cil Chamber, at Whitehall, the speaker, accom-
‘panied with privy-councillors, besides knights and
burgesses of the lower House, to the number of
- eight:score, presenting themselves at her majesty’s
. feet, for that so graciously. and speedily she had
heard and yielded to her subjects desires; and
proclaimed “the- same in: their: heaung, as. fol-
Joweth : SRR '
. Mr. Speaker, e : :

“ We perceive your coming is to present thanks
to us. ~Kmow, I accept them with no less joy
tha.n'your;~1oves .can have desire to offer such a
present, and do more esteem it-than any treasuré,
‘or riches, for those we know how to prize, but

Joyalty, love, and thanks, I account.them inva-

luable.” 'And. though God hath raised me" high,
:yet I account the glory of my crown that 1 have
reigned with your loves. :This makes that I do
not so much rejoice that ‘God hath made me to be
a Queen over so thankful a. people, and to be the
.means under God to conserve you in safety, and

<preserve you from danger, yea, to be the instru-.
.ment to deliver you from dishonour, from shame, -

rand from infamy, to keep you from out of servi-

.tude,. and from slavery under our enemies, and‘»

~ ciuel tyranny, and vile oppression intended égains;t

us; for the better understanding whereof, we take,
very acceptable, their intended helps, and chiefly
in that it manifesteth your loves and largeness of
hearts to your sovereign. Of myself I must say
this, I never was any greedy scraping grasper, nor
a strict fast-holdmg prince, nor yet a waster, my
heart was never set upon any worldly goods, but
only for my subjects good.

- ¢ What you do bestow on me I will not hoard’
up, . but receive it to bestow on you ag‘ain; yea,
mine own properties I account yours to bée ex-
pended for your good, and your eyes shall see the
bestowing of it for your welfare.

-« Mr. Speaker, I wish you and ther rest to stand
up, (they were kneeling), for I fear I shall yet
trouble you with longer speech.

- ¢ Mr.-Speaker, you-give me thanks, but I am
more to thank you, and I charge you thank them
of the lower House from me, for had I not recéived
knowledge from you, I might a fallen into the lapse
of an error, only for want of ¢rue information. :
~ « Since I was Queen, yet did I never put my
pen to any grant, but upon pretext and semblance
made me, tfxat it was for‘\t,he good and avail of my

-subjects GENERALLY, though private profit

to some of my ancient servants who have de-
served well: but that my grants shall be made
grievances to my people, and oppressions, to be pri-

’
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vileged under colowr of our patents, our prmcely
dignity shall not suffer it.

“ When 1 heard it I could give no rest unto my

thoughts wniil I had reformed i, and those vare -

lets, lewd persons, abusers of my bounty, shall know
I will not sufferit.

“ And, Mr. Speaker, tell the House from me,
I take it exceeding grateful, that the knowledge of

these things are come unto me from them. And
though, amongst them, the principal members are-
‘such as are not touched in private, and therefore

need not speak from any feeling of the grief, vet
we have heard that other gentlemen also of the
House, who stand -as free, have spoken as freely
in it which gives us to know, that no respects or
interests have proved them, other thau the minds
they bear to suffer no diminution of our honour
and our subjects love unto us. The zeal of which
affection, tending to ease my people, and kait their
hearts unfo us, I embrace with a princely care far
above all earthly treasures. 1 esteem my people’s
love,more than which I desire not to merit; andGod
that gave me here to sit, and placed me over you,
knows that I never respected myself, but as your

good was conserved in me ; yet what dangers, what

practices, and what perils I have passed, some, if

not all. of.you, know ; but none of these things do

move me, or ever made me fear, but 1t s God that

; hfith dehvered me.

i

(7))

« And in my.governing this land, I have ever
set the judgment-day before mine eyes, and so to
rule, as I shall be judged, and answer before a
higher judge, to whose judgment-seat 1 do appeal,
in that never thought was cherished tn my heart,
that tended not to my people’s good. , '

« And if my princely bounty have been abnsed
and my grants turned to the hurt of my people con-
trary to my will and meaning, or if any in autho-
rity under me have neglected or converted what. 1
have committed unto them, I hope God will not. .
lay their culps to my charge.

¢ To be a king, and wear a crown, is a thmO‘
more glorious to them that see it, than it’s plea-
sant to them that bear it. .

« For myself, I never was so much 1nt1ced with
the glorious name of a king, or the royal authority
of a queen, as delighted that God hath made me
his instrument to maintain his truth and glory, and
to defend this kmgdom from dishonour, damage,
tyranny, and oppression. But should I ascribe
any of these things. to myself, or my sexly weak-

ness, I were not worthy to live, and of all, most

unworthy of the mercies I have received at God’s
hands, - but to God only and Wholly all is. glven as
ascribed. . :

¢« The cares and troubles of a crown I cannot
more fitly resemble than to the drugs of a learned

. phisitian, perfumed with some aromatical savour,

or to bitter pills gilded ever, by which they are
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made more aceeptable, or less- oﬁ'enswe, which,

Indeed, are bitter and unpleasant to take; and for
my own part, were it not for consciénce sake to
discharge the duty that God hath lay’d upon me,
nnd tn maintain his glory, and keep you in safety,
m mine own disposition, I should be willing to
resign the place I hold to any other, and glad to be

freed of the glory with the labours, for it is not my

desire to live nor to reign longer than my life and

- reign shall be for your good. And though you

have had, and may have, many mightier and wiser
princes sitting in this seat, yet you never had, nor
shall have, any that will love you better. :

- % Thus, Mr. Speaker, I commend me to your
loyal ‘loves, and yours to my best care and your

_ further councils; and I pray you, Mr. Controuler

and Mr. Secretary, and you of my council, that

before these gentlemen depart into their country’ s,

you bring them all to kiss my hand.” -

Genuine Copy—Collection of State Papers —
Lord Bishop qf Bangm |

23d March, 1603, 1 Jae. I.—This pedantlc and
most subtle prince, opened the parliament with a
long speech of two hours, but having forgotten to

send for the lower House, he came again to the

Peers a few days afterwards, and repeated it. Soon
after business had commenced, Sir Robert Wroth,
one of the knights for Essex, moved, * That mat-

“ters of most importance might be handled;” and

o
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amongst others; « that par twular and. private pa--
tents, commonly called monopolies, .should be
considered.”. A committee was appointed.

5th April, 1604, -2 Jac. I.—1In consequence of
the House refusing to expel Sir-F. Goodwyn; who
had been duly returned a knight for Bucking-

“hamshire, the Speaker reported that he had been -

sent for by the King, and amongst other intimi-
dating e\:pressions relative to such knight, the
king said, ¢ he was now distracted in judgment;
‘therefore, for his further satisfaction, he desired and
commanded, As AN ABsorLuTE Kixg, that there

' might be a conference between the House and the

Jupags, relative to the matter of Sir F. G.””

15t May, 1604, 2 Jac. I.—A letter from his ma-
jesty to the House, touching their tardy proceed-
ings in the matter of the union with Scotland,
read publicly at the board by Sir Thomas Lake,
standing by the clerk, as one best acquainted with
the  King’s ‘hand and phrase. It commences,

 « Ye see with what clearness-and sinceritie 1 have

behaved myself in this earande,” &c.; and again,
¢« T ‘proteste to-God, the fruictes thairof will
cheiflie tende to youre owen uell, prospentle, and '
increase of strenth and greatnes.”” -
‘215t May, 1604.—Sir Edwyn ' Sandys maketh a
large report from the committee. on. the- bill
-« for all merchants to have free liberty of trade
into all countries, as is used in all -other coun-
tries ;> and © for the enlargement of ‘trade for ‘his’
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~ majesty’s subjects into foreign countries.” It

beginneth thus, ¢ The committees from the House
. of Commons sat five whole afternoons upon this
bill ; there was a great concourse of clothiers and

merchants of all parts qf‘ the realm, and especially

- of London, who were so divided, as that all the
clothiers, and, in effect, all the merchants of Eng-
land complained grievously of the engrossing and

- restraint of trade by the rich merchants of London,
as being to the undoing, or great hindrance, of a/l
the rest; and of London merchants three parts

Joined in the same complaint against the fourth

part, and of that fourth part some standing stiffly
for their own company, yet repining at other
companies. Divers writings and informations were
exhibited on both parts: learned counsel was
" heard for the bill, and divers of the principal alder-
men of Loundon against it. ~All reasons exactly
weighed and examined.”” The bill, together with
the reasons on both sides was returned, and re-
ported by the committees to the House, where,
at the third reading, it was three several days
- debated, and, in the end, paSsed with great consent
and applause of the House, (as being for the
exceeding benefit-of the land) scarce forty voices
dissenting from it.”> (N.B. The houses in those
times seldom consisted of less than three to four
hundred members). . , -
* The most weighty reasons for the enlargement
of trade : | e

« NaruraL Rricur. All free subjects are
Bdrn inheritable, as to their land, so also to the
free exercise of their industry in those trades
whereto they apply themselves, and whereby they

are to live. Merchandise being the chief and
" richest of all other, and of greater extent and

jmportance than all the rest, IT I§ AGAINST THE -
NATURAL RIGHT AND LIBERTY OF THE SUB-

. JECTS OF ENGLAND TO RESTRAIN IT INTO THE

HANDS OF SOME FEW, AS Now 1T 18,” &c.

« JupcmexT oF Parviamext. The law
stands for it; the law of 12th Henry VII. re-
strained all charters which had their origin in un-
true suggestious. It ‘is true, that at the end f)f
that reign such a fictitious charter was again
obtained, but those bad men, Empson and Dudley,
the instruments of ,(forruptis,ﬁli, were concerned in

" jt.  This act then, of Hen. VIL. was in force T1LL

rHE REIGN OF QUEEN ELIZABETH.
« ExampLEs OF Narioxs. The example of
all other nations generally, in the world, who avoid,

» in themselves, and hate in us, this monopolizing

~way' of traffic; for it cannot be otherwise cou,.nte‘d
‘than a monopoly, when so large a commodity is
restrained into the hands of so few in proportion,

to the prejudice of all other, who, by law ami :

natural right, might have interest therein. .

« WeaLTH. The increase of wealth generally

of all the land, by the ready vent of ALL t‘he\com-s

modities to the merchants at HIGHER rates; fo;z

A e ST S T g K Al A
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where ‘dear at home, must sell dear abroad. This

also will make our people more industrious.

- ¢ EQUAL DISTRIBUTION. The more EkQUAL
distribution of the wealth of the land, which is a
great stability and strength to the realm, even as
the equal distributing of the nourishment in a man’s
body. ‘ B i
"¢ SrrENGTH.  The increase of shipping, and
especially of mariners, in all ports of the king-
dom. .

“ PROFIT TO THE CROWN ‘The increase of’cus—
tom and subsidy to the King, which doth necessa-
rily follow the increase of foreign traffic and wealth,
and they which say otherwise, will say any thing.

“ DissorLvineg Companies. This (projected)
act dissolveth no company, taketh away no good.

‘government. Those orders in companies, which

tend to monopoly, it abrogateth. Orders for ne-
cessary contribution to public charges, it esta- |
blisheth ; the rest it leaves as it found them, nei- -

ther in a worse state nor better. It is weakness
tosay that a greater multitude cannot be governed ;
for so, neither Kings in their dominiens and sub-
jects, nor cities, in their amplitude, should in-
crease. If for matter of merchandise there were
ne such government at all, as in France, at Stade,
or in the Low Countries, where there are the best
merchants in the world, yet provident men would
consult and join together in what would tend to
the general safety and benefit. |

I

s
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« Agarnst LonNpon. This act is in favour of
London, unless we will confine it to some 200
men’s purses. The REST OF THE city oF Lox-
DON, TOGETHER WITH THE WHOLE REALM, sue

" mainly for this bill, and they cry, they are undone,
if it should be crossed. '

« Ixyury 1o THE REVENUE. The duties can -
be as well collected at the out-ports as they can be
in that of London.”” N.B. The entry on the jour-
nals, superintended by Sir E. Sandys himself.

' 6th June, 1604, 2 Jac. I.—On the third readmg :
of the bill for « free trade with all the world,” the
motion;, that it should be i in force for twelve years,
negatived ; the words, ¢ FOR EVER,  agreed to,
and the bill was passed. o

5th July, 1604.—The Lords require a confer-
ence relative to such bill. -

- 6th July, 1604.—S1R Fraxcis Bacox return-
eth from the Lords, and reporteth the conference
concerning the bill for « free trade.””  Moved, and
in part agreed, that, beinga matter of great impor-
tance to the state, some commissioners might be
‘named, to consider of the frame of a bill of that

subject against ‘the mext session. Next day the
King prorogued the parliament. !

od Session, 5th Now. 1605.—After this lapse of

~sixteen months, - ¢ Sir George Somers moveth,
‘touching an incorporation of merchants (the Spa-

" nish company), since the last parlzament, granted
by letters patents from his mayesty.”” This bill:

T R R R
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was ultimately passed into a law. ~In the preced-

ing evening 36 barrels of gunpowder were found
under the House of Peers.

16tk April, 1606. In.the committee for exa-

mining the innumerable patents of the crown, and -
~especially that granted to the Duke of Leneux, for -

searching and sealing, and which may still be
heard of at the custom-house, Mr. Hitchcock, (as
council against such grant) remarked, that in all
these grievous acts of the crown, they were facita
conditia ; as they expressed, * so it be, ad bonum
respublice, ad bonum principis.”” Resolved, that
such grant to the Duke of Leneux, was a griev-
ance.

od May, 1606. —Sir Edwyn Sand_/s reported |

from the conference touching the bill for free trade
with Spain ; remarked, that in the Spanish charter
of Henry VI1II. there was no restraint upon ather
merchants. This bill was passed into a law.

3d Session, 18th Nov. 1606, 4th Jac. 1.—This
King, in his speech, alluding to the distresses of
his people from the universal ménopolies which
erown grants had occasioned, 'said ¢ every man
must acknowledge it to be commodious that, with
all nations in amity and peace, there should be
freedom of commerce and traffic.”’ i

- 938d May, 1610, 8th Jac. I.—The celebrated
_petition of the Commons to the King, in conse-
“quence of his majesty having, both by message and

-speech, commanded a restraint of speech in debat-

TR TR T TR TR R TR T W T T TR

(15 )
ing, and asserted his right of imposing duties up-
on the subjects goods, they demand ‘the - ﬁeedom
of speech, &c. '
12th April; 1614, 12 Jae. I.—Sir Wm. Stmwde

~ moved for a bill for free trade, as the Londouers

had, during the last session, got a patent through

the lord treasurer (Bacon), ““ to prohibit all officers -

to make entrles of any goods not brought in by
that company.”

18th Apml 1614. — On the bill, agaansx'

taxes and impositions of mexchants, Sir Dudley
Degges said, “ that when Edward the Confessor
got 51ght of 20,0004 collected from Danegilt, his
conscience struck him, and commanded no more
should be gathered.” :

- Mr. Hackwill < wished his tongue might cleave

to the roof of his mouth, if he d1d th support and
speak to this bill,”” &c. '

Mr. Whatson: < If forty hearts xt should have

it
- 20¢th April, 1614.—-—'—-0n the report on the French

Company’s Charter; Mr. Duncombe said, that
“ free trade was every man’s inheritance and burth-

right. That this A VERY WICKED charter, being.

the undoing of- many thousand families of spinsters,
weavers, &c.”” concluded, ¢ it may be brought in,
and cancelled, &c¢. and their punishment referred

“to a further consideration.” —Mr. Serjeant Mon-
‘tague said, that when London named, he sum-
moned. Speaketh not for the patent. ¢ The law

J
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of MacNA-CrARTA general for the liberty of mer- |

chants in trading.” —Mr. Middleton said that the
company would deliver up their patent, but they
sought - impunity ; he moved, * that this patent
may be pAMNED.”—Mr. Whitelocke said, that in
5 Edward III. Lions and Peach were fined
and imprisoned for( obtaining licences from the
crown.

17th May, 1614 Mr; Martin, as couocﬂ ‘for

the Virginia Company, amongst other things, ob-

served, that ¢ if there had been a present profit
€. Columbus would have been .acceptable to
Henry VIL” -His speech gave such offence that
he was the next day, on his knees, reprimanded by
the Speaker s '

20th May, 1614.—In consequence of the O'eneral

* distress. of the mer chants, the merchants adven-
turers patent, as ancient as the time of Thomas 3 .

Becket, was called in by the House.

Gth Feb. 1620, 18 Jac. I.—Mr. Glanvyle on the
scarcity of coin. ¢ The mint has oNLY CEASED
SINCE THE Easrt Inp1a CoMPANY HAD AN
ESPECIAL PATENT TO CARRY OUT COIN. * This

company has’conﬁdence; they willdefend it against

all.”>  Moved < that it should be referred to the

committee for grievances, and that the East India

Company should bring to it their patent.”

26th Feb. 1620.—On the scarcity of money,r Sir

William Herricke said, ¢ heretofore two millions

- per annum cained at the mint; since the East

(17 )
Indw Company up, lLittle’  Sir Edward Coke,

« the East India Company, the chief cause of

scarcity of money. Never leave before to any, to
carry out any money ; £100,000 per annum h-
cence: He is not of that company; they inter-
cepted the licence before it could get into that

house: the goods zmpmted are more than those

exported.”  Sir Edward bandys said, ¢ that
£100,000, annually brought in from the West
Indies; now nothing.” Sir Edward Gyles, « the
East India Company do not carry the money out
of Encrland but meeteth Spamsh money on the
way.”  Sir Thomas Row (one of the company,
and late Envoy EXTRAORDINARY to India) said
that ¢ not £30,000 per annum . camed by the
company.”’

25th Aprd, 19 Jac I-——The bll] brought in
which gave the free liberty of fishing in New-
foundland; the Virginia Company having aban-
dor"led‘ the exclusive mght,,whlch their charter
had given them.

18th Dec. 16‘21 19 Jac I-—A celebrated pro-
testation in favour of the_lr liberties, and an ab-
horrence of the King’s arbitrary conduct this day
-agreed upon'.‘ In‘\the margin, * the King in
council, having sent for the Journals, fore thes
Protestation out with his own hand.”—N.B. In
, hese'.Joumals there are numberless omissions and
erasures. - .

. Q4th, Feb 1623, 21 Jac. I-—After a lapse of

C rL
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14 months, a new parhament was called, and Sir

T dward Coke moved for a select committee ¢ to
eXamine the causes of the great want of trade and
money ;” ¢ the ekportations,‘ 98 Edward 1II1.
fhrice as much as the i'r‘npo"rtati’on; now, it far
exceeds the exportation.” Moved * to have the
patents of monopoly brought m to Such com-
mittee.”’ :
' 17th Mmclz, 1694.—Sir Edwmd Coke, from the
committee of grievances, ¢ that they have con-
demned the patent of 3d Nov. 18 Jac. to Sir F.
Gorge, for a plantatlon in New England, there being
a clause init, ¢ that no subject of England should
visit that coast under pam ‘of forfeiture of ship and
goods. The patentees have yitlded.” Resolved,
~ una voce, ‘¢ that the clause of conﬁscatwn is void,
and agamst law and that the trade shall be lald
open

“5th May, 1694, -—-In the debate on the Me7 chant
ddventurers patent, (Whlch was ultlmately effec-
tually expanded) Mr. Neale said, that ¢ mork
Wool and cloth were' carried out, by seven times
over, in ‘the reign’ of ‘Henry 1V. than 'since such

cofnpany < were -incorporated in the 6th of

‘Elizabeth.” e ‘ :

" -10th May, 162+.—~Resolved, ¢ that other mer-
‘chants, besides the merchant adventurers, may
‘trade with dyed and dressed, and all coloured cloths
into Germany and the Low Countries.”” '

19th March, 1623 91 Jac. T.~The general - com-

( 19)

mittee for trade ordered, ¢ that four of each Lon-
don company should attend and be heard upon
their excluswe prwxleges, and on the scarcity of

- money.”

ad A]n il, 1624.—Sir Edward Villers (Buckmgm

ham) confessed, ¢ that he had farmed of the I&mg, ‘

the customs on gold and silver thread.” :
8th April, 1624.—A sight of the books of the
merchant adventurers company having been voted,
that company, Mr. SolicitorGeneral said, had, as last
year, consulted the King whether they should com-
ply with the vote of the House ? * The King con-
sents, but only to be examined by a chosen few.”
26th May, 4 Car. 1. 1628.—Sir Edward Coke

(on the report of the Greenland Company Com-

mittee) said. < that their patents, and the Act of

- 8th Elizabeth, did not give excluswe privileges.
~And as last year, the company to allow Hull and

York: 500 tons of shipping, ad interim. -
1680, Nov. 9, 32d Cha. I1.—A petition against
the East India Company, &c. from the bailiffs,
wardens; and assistants, of the Company of Silk
Mercers of London. Mr. J. B. « This petition
branches itself first against the bill that is here
a foot, for wearing of woollen ; secondly, against
the ilnportati01i of foreign silks from France; and
thirdly, against the East India Company. As to
the first two particulars, I shall desire leave to
speak my mind, when the business comes to be

debated in the committee to which you may think
C2
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good to refer it; but as to the third branch, against

the East India Company, I desire to be heard a

little at this time: for sir, it will be in vain “for

you to spend your time in endeavouring to- raise
the price of wool, or advantage the trade of the
nation any way, unless you do,in. the first place,
make some regulation for the East India Company.
For, not only the silk-weavers, but most of the
other trades of this nation, are prejudiced by the

consumption of goods manufactured in the East

Indies,and brought hither; for agreat manylof them,

are not only spent here instead of our own manu-

factures, but abroad in other parts to which we

send them. They do us the same prejudice, which

must, in the end, be the destruction of our people

if not looked after; and the more likely, because
the people in the Indies are such slaves, as to

work: for less than a penny a day, whereas ours
here, will not work under a shilling ; and they have

~all m_atenals also very reasonable, and are thereby

enabled to make their goods so cheap, as it will be
impossible for our people here to contend with
them. And therefore, because the said trade hath

abundantly increased of late years, that we may
not enrich the Indians and impoverish our own

people, I humbly move that this petition may be
referred to some committee that may take par-

-~ ticular care of it.

Mr.J, P. The navigation to the East Indles bemg
by the industry and long experience of our seamen,

o

. TR e R e TR SRR BN e A R R - YT e SR TR

( 21 )

rendered as safe and secure as to any country

~ adjacent, and the trade increased to a great pro-

portion, by such « dangerous way as the exporta-
tion of our bullion,and importation of abundance
of manufactured goods, and superflous commodities,
and carried on by a few men incorporated, who have
made it their business, by all ways imaginable, to
secure the advantages thereof to themselves and:
their posterztzes, not permitting the people in general
to come in for any share; 1 humbly conceive it

" not to be unseasonable to give you a short scheme

of that trade, and to make some remarks, as well

on the trade, as present management thereof; it

being settled in a company, by virtue of a charter
granted in 1657, and conﬁrmed by his Magesty
soon after his restoration.

Sir, it is well known what adv antage redounds
to this nation by the consumption of our manu-
factures abroad and at h‘ome, and how our fore-
fathers have always discouraged such trades as
tended to the hinderance thereof. By the best com-
putation that can be made, we now spend in this
kingdom per annum, to the value of 2 to £300,000
worth of goods manufactured in the East Indies,

What part thereof are spent, instead of our stuff,

serges, cheyneys, and other goods, I leave to every
man’s judgment, that hath observed how their

Persian silks, bengals, printed and painted calicoes, -

and other sorts, are used for beds, hanging of
rooms, and other vestments of all sorts. And
these goods from India, do not only hinder the
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expense of our woollen goods by serving instead

of them here, but also by hindering the consump-
tion of them in other parts too, to which we export
them, and by obstructing the expence of linen and
silks, which we formerly purchased from our
neighbour nations, in return of our manufactures.
For when that mutual conveniency of taking -of
their goods in return of ours failed, it is found by
experience, that our trade in our manufactures is
failed also.  And, Sir, this is not only at present a
great, but a growing hinderance to the expence of
our woollen goods ; for, as it hath been observed to
you, as the Indians do work for less than one
penny a day, and are not without materials at
cheap rates, we may rather tremble to think, than
easily calculate, what this ‘trade may in time
amount to, and may conclude that it must certainly
end in employing and enviching the people of India,
and. impoverishing of our own.. But Sir, this is
not all: this trade is carried on &y the exporiation
of 5 or £600,000 per annum wn bullion, which is

so useful a commodity, as ought not to be ex ported

~1n'so great a quantity, especially seeing the ex-

portation thereof, for this trade hath increased in
some years from 2 to £600,000. For it may in-
crease to millions, to the discouragement of the

exportation of the products of our couniry upon .
which the maintenance of our ' poor and rent of land
depends.  Whereas by the exportation of so much

bullion, no immediate advantade redounds to the

natlon, and though it is usually affirmed that the

R
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trade brings back to the nation as much money as
it exports, yet, upon an enquiry, it will be found
a mistake. And I think every nation, but espe-
cially this, which is so well stored with other com-
modities for trade, ought to be very jealous of one
carried on by the exportation of their gold and
silver, and to be very careful how to allow u¢; ot
being dangerous to make that, WHICH 1S THE
STANDARD OF TRADE, merchandise ztse{f And
as these objections arise against the trade 1tse]f
so there are others against the present manage-
ment, of whlch the people do complam as a great
gmevame, and I humbly conceive, not w1thout
good cause. For the EQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF
LIBERTIES AND PRIVILEGES amongst the people,
which is one of the ea,cellenmee of the govemment
is by this company highly mfnnged a very few
of the people being permitted to have any shaxe in
this trade, though ¢t be now znco eased to. near one
quarter part of the trade of the nation: :* the com-
pany finding it more for their partlcular advantage
to take up from 6 to £7OO OOO on a common seal,
to carry on their. trade, than to enlarge thelr stock,
‘thereby reaping to themselves, not only the gains
which they make on their own money, but of the
treasure of the nation, allowing to them that lend,
4 or 5 per cent., and dividing AMONGST THEM-
SELVES WHAT THEY PLEASE; which now,

" What.shall now be said, when they are in possession of the
whole European Indian commerce, only- excepting a few Portu«
guese ships ?
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\!’iﬁl}in these last twelve or fifteen months, hath

been NINETY PER CENT. And upon an exact
enqmry, it will be found that this stock is so
ingrossed, that about ten or twelve men have the
- absolute management, and that about forty divide
~ the major part of the gains, which, this last year
hath’ been some to one man one, and some
20,000/. a piece: so that here is the certain effect
of a monopoly, to enrich some Jew and impbverish
many. It’s true, there is such a thing as buymg
and selling of some small shares in the stock some-
times, if any man will' give 300/, in money for
100/. stock ; ‘but this amounts to no more than
the exchangmg the interest of John Doe for Thomas
Rowe, and can be no ways serviceable to bring in
more stock or people into the trade, and therefore
~ mot to satlsfy the complaint of the nation, Su',
that you may the better apprehend how unrea-
sonable it is that this great trade should be thus
confined to the advantage of so few persons,
exclusive to all others, under the penalty of mulcts,
"ﬁnes, seizures, and other exfraordinary proceed-
ings; I beseech you, Sir, to cast your thoughts
on this great body here by you, (the petitioners)

and the rest of the corporations of this nation, who

‘most live by trade, and consider how many thou-
sands, if not millions, whose lot providence hath
cast on trade for their livelihoods ; and thén, I ath'
apt to believe, it will appear very strange, that so
greata tradeshould be solimited. IrTHREE sych
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. ¢HARTERS more, should be granted, what should

the major part of the people do for maintenance ¥
 Sir, the BIrRTHRIGHT of every Englishman is

- always tenderly considered in this place: BY THIS

coMPANY, the birthrights of many thousands are
prejudiced, and may well deserve a serious con-
sideration ; and therefore, because this company,
BY HAVING THE COMMAND OF THE TREASURE
OF THIS NATION, cannot be CONTROLLED by any
less power than that of a House of Commons, this
business comes, as I humbly conceive, naturally
‘before you. But Sir, there is one thing more in’
‘the management of this trade worthy your con-
‘sideration. "The great danger which-may result,
‘as well to PRIVATE persons as to the PUBLIC, by
‘taking up such an IMMENSE TREASURE ON A
COMMON SEAL. Sir, we all know what happened
some years since, by the bankers taking up such
great sums on their private seal. But I hope you
will take this affairinto your speedy consideration.”
Mr. W. L. « Sir, By the account which hath
been given you of the East India trade, I
_doubt not but you are sensible, how that it will,
in time, ruin a great partof the trade of our manu-
factures, if not prevented. The East India Com-
~ pany have been very industrious to promote their

. own trade, but therein have given a great blow to

that or THE NAtioN. The Indians knew little
of dyed goods, or ordering them so as to be fit for
our European markets, until the Company sent
. gome Englishmen to teach them, which, I am afraid,
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shis. nation will have cause to repent hereafter.
For, the cheapness of wages and materials. in

India. must enable them to afford their goods

cheaper than any we can make here, and ther efore,
it is probable the trade will increase prodlglously,
‘which may be a good motive for you to take into
your consideration, that part of it in which the
consumption of our manufactures is concerned.
They have already spoiled the Italian and F landers
trade with their silks and calicoes, now they will
eendeavour to spoil the Turk’s trade, by bringing
abundance of raw silk Jrom the Indies; so that,
“ere long, we shall have no need of having silk Jrom
Turkey, and if not, I am sure we shall not be able
to send any cLOTHS or other goods THERE. And
it cannot be expected that the Indians should grow
weary of exchanging their manufactured goods for
- Our GOLD AND SILVFR, nor the .Cfovmpan'y of the
great gains they make by this trade; and there-
fore, 1,v1‘nlesvs prevented by your care, the trade will
go on to your prejudice, the Company lgaving been

INDUSTRIOUS to secure themselves against all

other attempts, by NEW YEARS GIFTS, EMPLOYING
OF SOME MEN’S MONEY AT INTEREST,and, getting

_others into the Company, and then, chusing them of

‘the Committee, though they understood no more of
trade than I do of phys1c- ALSO NAMING OF
SHIPS BY GREAT MEN’S NAMES¥, IS MADE USE
OF FOR THE SAID PURPOSE, and 0ATHS which

. * Asat present—the Lord Melville—William Pitt—Lord Cas-

tiereagh—Lowther Castle, &c. &c.
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they 1MPOSE on ALL persons they employ in
ANY BUSINESS OF IMPORTANCE, 80 that THERE
1S NO ORDINARY WAY LEFT TO REACH THEM.”

Resolved, ¢ that such petition be referred to the
grand committee for trade, and that they proceed
upon the same in the first place, &c.”

Note. These speeches from a very scarce book.
No debates were fairly transmitted to the public,
until about the year 17380. The King however,
(Cha. I1.) who had been recalled, and received
with extravagant congratulations, after a miserable,
helpless banishment, and had received greater
supplies in twenty years than had ‘been bestowed

on all the Kings from William L., dissolved this

parliament as abruptly, as he had a few months
before done, the preceding one; and chiefly on
account of a resolution of the Commons, de-
claring, “ DIVERSE EMINENT pelsons to be ene-
mies to the King and kingdom.” '

1691, 1st Dec.ngzH,—A petition . from the
clothiers of Gloucestershire :that, < they were
starvin‘g owing to the stagnation of the woollen
trade.”

4th Dec.—Petition of Richard Blackhﬁm,
citizen and ‘merchant of London, s.tatmg, “ that
the Turkey Company had refused to admit him of
‘their <Compan~y, on account of his having exported
agreat-quantity of woollens ; eonsequen,tl'y, a;great‘
stagnation in the exportation would arise if he
-were not admitted.”
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“11¢h Dee. 1691.—Resolved, ¢ that Rich. Black-

- ham be introduced in the Turkey Company, and

that ¢t disannuls a certain bye law.”

17th Dec. 1691.—Act passed, *“ that West In-
dia produce should no longer be exclusively landed
wn England only.”’ ~ Petitions, stating ¢ the most
Slagrant bribery at the elections at Chlppenham,
&c. &c. :

- 6th Jan. 1693, 5 Will. §'Mary -—-—Slr T. Cook

- presented to the House several charters formerly
granted to the East India Company, and a list of

‘them.

19tk Jan. 1693.—Mzr. Papillion, from the com-

‘mitcee of the whole House, on the erection of a

- new East India Company, reported :——¢¢ Resolved,

that it is the opinion of this committee, that al/ the
subjects of England have equal right to trade to
the East Indies, unless prohibited by act of parlia-
ment.”” The House agreed.

94th Jan. 1693.—A petition from the clothiers
and others, concerned in the woollen trade in the
north, ¢ complained of great decrease and impo-
verishment, since the act expired for a free trade to
Flanders, Germany, and Holland.”

18th Feb. 1693, 5 Will.—Duties laid on blrths,

funerals, marriages, and on single persons.

15th Feb. 1693, 6 Will. & Mary.—A petition of

the mayor and inhabitants of Exeter, stated, ¢ that
from the many buyers which a free trade presented
the distress of the woollen manufacturers wag
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great, since the Royal African Company had beerl
established. They prayed for a free trade again.”

od March, 1693.—Mr. Harley reported from the
committee, to examine the petitions for and against
such company, ¢ that they did not desire all that
tract of land within their charter, but were willing
to leave out the greatest part of that to any others
to trade in, and should be very well satlsﬁed, if

‘they might be enabled, by act of parllament, to

trade from Cape Lopez to Cape Blanco, exclusive
of all others, viz. from 21 deg. N. to 2 of S. lati-
tude, say 23 deg. of latitude.” .
- 94th March, 1693.—XKing’s speech, demanding
money for transports for Ireland. Sir Thomas Ly¢-
tleton’s motion, that 600,000{. should be lent the
public by the East India Company was negatived,

-~ and a poll-tar agreed to. The motion that 25s.

per annum should be paid by those who kept
coaches, was negatived, although a licence of 100Z.
(for 21 years), on hackney and* stage-coach-
keepers, was agreed to.

7th Dec. 1693, 5 Will. & Mary. -——A petltlon of
several merchants and others, in and about the
city of London, stating, « that as the trade to the

- East Indies was in a manner wholly lost and fallen

into the hands of our neighbours, prayed for the
erection of a new company for the recovering of

_ such trade, and making it as national and diffusive

as to the House shall seem most meet.’ “Resolved,
s that on the 13th instant this House will resolve
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»

itself into a committee ;”’ and ordered, ‘¢ that the
East India Company do lay before this House

" their new charter.”’

14¢h Dec. 1693.—A. petition from the drapers
and other traders in India goods, stated, that such
trades were almost lost to this kingdom, and sub-
mitted, whether @ new company, or all, to be
equally permitted to trade to India.

30th Dec. 1693.—A petition of the owners of
the ship Redbridge, stating, * that having obtained
a licence from the Queen to trade to Alicant in

Spain, said ship was detained on the allegation of

the Fast India Company, that such ship was des-
tined to parts within the limits of their charter.”
.Same*day, Sir Thomas Cook, governor of -said
company, laid before the House the two charters,
13th Car. 1I. and that of 11th of Nov. 1693.—
Ordered, ¢ that the governor, or deputy governor,
do lay before this House, ALL THEIR CHARTERS,
and a true state of their present stock, debis,
&e.” . , : ’
8th Jan: 1694.—The committee resolved, ¢ that

- the stopping of the ship Redbridge is a grievance,
“a-discouragement to trade, and contrary to the
‘known laws of this kingdom.” ‘

19th Jan. 1694, 6 Will. 1I1.—A petition of

-several merchants and traders of London, on behalf

of themselves and others, setting forth, ¢ that by
an act, made the last session of this parliament, for

_granting to their majesties a duty upon the tonnage
‘of ships, &c. and by virtue of their majesty’s let-

s R
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ters patents, in pursuance of the said act, a corpo-
vation of the Governor and Company of the Bank
of England is established, to receive and manage
the sum of 1,200,000/ ; which said bank, as the

same is, and WA Y BE managed; 4s ruinous and de-

structive to trade in general, injurious to his majes=
ty’s revenues, prejudicial to the lands and manu=
factures of this nation, AND IS ONLY A PRIVATE
ADVANTAGE TO THE SAID CORPORATION.” Re-
solved, * that this House will consider and hear
the petitioners at' the bar of this House on Tuesday
next; and the governor and directors to have a

“copy of this petition, and be heard also.”

- 92d Jan. 1694.—The petitioners offered their
reasons and objections in writing, ‘or to be heard
by counsel. Objected to, 164 to 107. .
" 7th Feb. 1694, 6 William 111.—A petition of
merchants, ship-owners, and ' many thousands
of others, complaining, * that contrary to the act
of navigation, (12th Charles I1.) great quantities
of foreign merchandise were imported,” &c.

7th March, 1694.—The House being acquainted
by Mr. Gee,a member, ¢ that another of that
House had received money for the passing of a bill,
‘ordered certain individuals to attend ; and that a
committee inspect the books of the Hast India
Company TMMEDIATELY ; and to have power to
send for persons and papers. The like, for t*he

books of the Chamberlain of London.” '
9th April, 1694.—~A petition of London mer-
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chants, and others on the coasts, states; * that the
' 43 ships, as escorts ‘to trade, ‘had not been ap--

pointed;”” and then stated their extraoxdmary
losses, by captures, by the French.

17th Dee. 1694.—A petition from Bristol, com- '.
plaining that the productions of the British American
- plantations were frequently landed in Scotland and.

Ireland, contrary to the act of 22 and 23 Car. II.

. 12th May, 1695, 7 Wiil. 111.—Mr. Foley, from

such committee reported, ¢ thatas soon as they
came to the East India House, understood some
clerks of the comnpany, by order, had lately taken
out of their books an account of all money paid
for the spEciAL service of the company, begin-
ning in the year 1688 . ... . £1,284
1689 . . ... 2096
1690 .. ... 3,056
1691 ... 11,872
1692 . . ... 4,659 ..
1693 ... .. . 80,468.
1694 . . ... 4075

L. 107,0 10

_ Upon the committee observing, that the greatest '

payment was in 1693, they searched for the orders

for the issuing of that money, and found one dated

lSth April, 1693, as follows: The governor this
day acquainting the court of committee with what
proceedings had been made in . their affairs, to-

wvards grantlng a new charm, and mth what had
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been disbursed by him in prosecution theveof, THE
' COURT APPROVED OF THE SAID CHARGES, AND

ORDERED A WARRANT TO BE MADE OUT FOR
THE SAME; RETURNED HIM THANKS FOR HIS
GREAT CARE; PAINS, AND TROUBLE IN THEIR
SERVICE, AND DESIRED HIM TO PROCEED IN
THE PERFECTING THEREOF.”
lar terms; dated 24th Nov. following, and another
of 22d Jan: 1694. The committee then proceeded
to examine the balance of cash appearing on the
cashier’s books, which they found 191\1,2491;'
156s. 10d.  Of this; however, the cashier said he
had lent the Governor Sir T. Cook, 90,000/. on
the following note: ¢ Received 10th Jan. 1694,
for account of the East India Company 90;000l.

‘which I have disbursed and paid for 99,197/. stock

of the Kast India Company; for their account,
which I promise to be accountable for account of
the East India Company, and waAs, BY ORDER‘O‘F
CourT oF THE 24TH Nov. 1693.”—The com-
mittee do observe, that they do not find any war-
rant for the said sum, or any of that stock, trans-
ferred in the company’s books for their account,
excepting 18,000/ the 15tm Jan. rast. The
committee also discovered a strange contract for
the bringing home, in the ship Seymour,. 200 tons

of saltpetre, the result of which was ¢ that the

company runs the adventure of 12,000/ for that
which costs-only 2000/. and must lose 12 L0001, if

“the ship miscarries ; and, on the contrary, the seller

D

Another in simi- -
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gets 10,0001 clear, without disbursing or tunning
the hazard of ‘@ penny ; and what is yet more, a
certain loss of 9 or 10,000/. to the company if the
ship arrives in safety.”” The members of the com-

pany admitted this transaction with a Mr.T.Colston.

The committee found that Sir T. Dashwood,
Sir John Fleet, John Perry, Esq. Sir Joseph Herne,
Sir' Thomas Cook, all members of this House,
were present at the courts when such orders and
warrants were issued.  But Sir B. Bathurst, one of
the East India committee, having interrogated Sir

T. Cook, got for answer, that he was bound to keep .

the company’s secrets ; and that the 90,000/ he
had received, WAS TO GRATIFY SOME PERSONS

IN CASE THE BILL sHOULD pass.”” Upon the

committee examining the books of the Chamber-
lain of London, they found the following: ¢ Paid
22d June, 1694, by order of the committee ap-

pointed by the common council, to-consider of
ways and means FOR SATISFYING the debts due

to orphans, and other creditors of the city, and fo
solicit the parliament for a bill to that purpose,
dated the 19th Ieb. last, one thousand guineas

being paid to Sir John Trever, Kmaght, Speaker of
the honourable House of Commons, pursuant to

said order, which; at.29s. exchange, is 1100
Resolved, ¢ That Sir Jokn Trevor,: (SICK and
absent) having received such gratuity of a thou-

sand guineas, is guilty of a high crime and misde-

meanor.””  Sir Jokn Trevor pleading sickness, &ci

{ 8 )

Mr. Foley was nominated speaker in his place on

the 13th March; 1695, following. -

18th March, 1694.=— Resolved, that whoever
shall discover money, or any other gratuity, : ofs
fered to any member of this House, shall be mdemw
nified,” &c. -

96th March, 1604, —=3ir leomas Cook, 2 mem*\

ber of the House, refusing to state to whom he
had paid the 87,409/, 19s. 3d. disbursed, was sent
to the Tower, and a bill brought in to oblige him to
account for it.’ .

- 98th March, 1694. Mr. Colston laid before ‘thé
House the contract and bond for the 200 tons of
saltpetre.

© 30th March, 1695, 7 Will. g Mcw_z/ —General
petitions from the counties of Somerset and Glou-
cester, complaining ¢ that the Royal African Com-

‘pany did, contrary to its charter, sell the imported
- ved wood at private, and not at public sale.”

- 22d April, 1695.—An act passed * to indem-

nify Sir T. Cook from actions arising from his

intended dlsclosure of persons 1ece1vmg secret

‘service money.”’

22d April, 1695. —-’I he King’s message, requir-

ing the two House to expedite business, * as the
‘season was 80 far advanced.”” Same day the joint

committees of the Houses, for India’i nvestigation,

‘were nominated. In the Commons, the bill rela-
“tive to the eXamm@hon of Slr T. Cook, passed,

112 to 8().
D 2
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4th Apnl, 1695.—~Sir Thomas Cook examxned
in the Exchequer Chamber. . ¢ He was anxious
to have his' liberty as soon ‘a_S‘,,,:hl.b interrogatories
were over.””- Refused. . ¢ He proceeded to state
that large sums were -advanced. out -of. his own
pocket, as the company’s treasury was exhausted;
that 22,000/. -was paid to ‘a Mr. Richard Acton,
who had several friends: who would speak to parlia-
ment men. - He knew not their names, but the end
aimed at was-Zo get an act of paérlz;'ament,,for;_art:
that time the King had sent a message .to the
House, to. seitle the East India Trade;’ AxD
THERE WAS A BILL IN THE HOUSE FOR A NEW
coMPANY. ‘° Monies. were ralso paid. to Sir Jo-
siah - Child, . Mr. Molineux, Sir-Bazil Firebrace,
Lord Rivers; Duke. of Leeds; Mr: Fitzpatrick,
(who kept the money).” - Never was there such a
scene of VILLAINY and corrUPTION. In brief,

‘after the charter was. obtamed all the pecumaly

promlses were performed..

-96th and 27th April, 1695 -——~The examlnatlons |
»of Sir B. Furebrace, &c. continued. - He-declared

that “ he paid 2500/ to some persons of HONOUR,
after the REsToRATION of the charter, and 3000/.

after that, for the rREGULATION Of the company.

They . found great. stops- in: the business of .the
charter; . they ‘apprehended it proceeded .some-
times from Lord Nottingham, then from others:

_ That Colonel Fitzpatrick- received. one thousand

guineas.on the same terms as-others;: if the charter

( 87 )
passed ; ‘he pretended great interest with Notting-
ham, and that through Lady Derby, he could
dscertain THE QUEEN’S pLEASURE. Fitzpatrick
thought that Nottingham would require 5000 gui-
neas upon passing the charter, and the same on
the act of parliament.” The business’ also stuck

- with the Duke of Leeds, who appeared ‘to have
" more ‘offered by the other side. After a snug ne-

gociation, however, his grace was to have 5000
guineas, and Bates (the agent to him)*500.”” "~
~After " Mr. Craggs (committed and brought

from the Tower), Acton, &c. had laid before

the committee A SERTES OF THE MOST l\EFARI-
oUS PRACTICES, Mr. Bates deposed, ¢ that he
did ‘use ‘his' interest with the lord presiderit,
wlhio said he would'do what service he could ; and’
further said, that thelord president had delivered
his opinion publicly, and thought the forfezture of
it"a hardship. - That the lord president had often
shewed himself 4és friend. - That he received three
notes for 5500 guineas in the whole. *That he sent
a-servant to receive the money, but cannot say the

time. .. That he told my lord president what sum he =~

kad, and would have pressed it upon my lord, but
he refused it,: whereupon this deponent, wn regard
he could not tell money very well himself, did ask
leave of my lord that his servant might tell the
money ; to-which my lord made ‘answer, HE GAVE

- LEAVE, and accordingly-Moxsizur RoBERT DID
RECEIVE THE MONEY.”’—Mr. Bates then pro-
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ceeded to prevaricate, saying that M. Robert did

soon afterwards retilm him the money; he ulti-
mately confessed, that 4400 guineas were brought
by M. Rabert to his house, ABOUT A MONTH
4Go, and that he had returned them to Sir .B. Fire-
brace on \IO&D_AY or TUuEsDAY LAST, (viz. 17
months after the charter was obtained). - He had

also paid Sir John Trevor, the speaker, 200 guineas

A8 A NEW YEAR's c1¥T.’ - The House req

~ solved, that it appears to. this House, upon the
report of the, committee, &c, that there is sufficient,

_matter to impeach T/wmas Duke of Leede, pre-
sident of his majesty’s most honourable . prxvy
council, - of  high crimes and m]sdemeanoxs

« Ordeied that Mr. Comptroller do go to the bar
of the LOldb, and in the name of: all the Commons,
&c. and impeach said Duke  of Leeds.” But
beforet his could be done, his grace appeared at-the

bar, had a chair offered him, and rising. and uneoy
vered, made a’ speech NOT REPORTED.: On-his

retiri ncr a commlttee was appomted to manage the
1mpeachment The - two. Houses. also resolved
¢ that the discoveries of Sir T. Cook, Sir B. Flre-
brace, Chdr]es Bates, Esq and James Crag S, Were
not satisfactory; and an act was brought in:to
contlnue thelr imprisonment, - AND - RESTRAIN
THEM FROM ALIENATING THEIR ESTATES.Y—
The articles of 1mpeachment of the Duke. of Leeds
then follow ; amongst others, “ that he or his ser»
vants did actually receive the 5600 guineas.” -
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- 30¢h, Apred, 1695 —Sir T. Cook wrote from the
Tower, that, if he was sent for by the House, he

~would make FURTHER DISCOVERIES. Same day
‘the Duke of. Leeds’. answer to the 1mpeachment

sent from the Lords, ¢ that he is not guilty,” &ec.
1st. May, 1695,—Message from the Lords, * re-

-mmdmg of the 1mpeachment and as the sesszon

was likely soon to end, wished to know when the
Commons would be reaay to make good their
charges.””

2d May, 1695. -——Mr Comptro}ler stmd that a
principal evidence, M. Robert, had left the duke’s
lodgings in St. James’s, for Mimms, ¢ but,on en~
quiring for him there, HE COULD NOT BE FOUND.,

- Ordered, ¢ that M. Robertdo: attend this House

Same day, the amended bill, &c. for imprisoning
Sir T. Cook, &c. was sent from . the Lords, and
they demand a conference. Afterwards, the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer reported the result; ,
concludes, ¢ that the Lords conceiye, that if thelr E
persons as well as their estates, be not; with the
g‘tlrictes,t care, preserved for the justice of a future
session of parliament, all further enquiry inte so

" BOUL CORRUPTION, will be wholly ineffectual.””.

3d May, 1695.—Mr. Comptroller reported, that

M. Robert had been seen once in. the street, BUT

COULD 1\01: BE HEARD OF. ‘

Same day, whilst the 'repmt on fhls remarkable'
.bu;_s_messﬁ was reading in a committee of the whole
House, King William sent. for . the. Commons to
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- the upper House, and after a speech, (not re«

ported) prorogued - the parliament.  It-was- soon

afterwards DISSOLVED, and the new one met on

the 22d of Nov. following. - 'Thus ended 1nvestxga~»
tions and 1mpeachments’ o

“14th Dec. 1690, 7 Will. ITI.—The two Houses
agleed upon an-address to the king : that; ¢ taking

into consideration the difficultieés and disadvan~
tages which the trade of this kingdom'is subject
to, do find that an act of parliament hath lately

received your miajesty’s royal assent in your king-
dom of Scotland, for erecting a company trading
to Africa and the Indies. 'That this act, amongst

other puwleces, provides that the ships, merchan- .

dise, &c. of such company, shall be free from all

restraints, customs, dutzes, taxes, éﬂc 1mposed or to

be zmposed by act of palllament for the space of 21
years.

¢ That the said company shall be 1nd1v1dually
free from ._qualtermg of solchers,, and all manner of
impositions, &c. for such term, by reason ‘of which
great advantages, granted to the Seotch East India
Company and the duties and difficulties that lie
upon that trade, in England agreat part of the stock

and shipping of this nation will be carried thither,
. and by this means Scotland be made a free port for
- all East India commodities ; and, consequently, :

those several places in Europe, which wete: sup-
plied from England, will be furnished from thence

. much cheaper than can be done by the English, .
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Moreover, the saidco‘rhmoditi‘es’ will unavoidably
be brought by the Scotch into England, by stealth,

~ both by sea and land, to the vast prejudice of the

English trade and navigation, and.to the great de-
triment of your majesty in your customs;” and
again; ¢ besides these, your majesty has. promised
to interpose your-authority ‘to-gain-restitution, &c.

for any damage, &c.  that may be done to the pro-

perty or persons of such company; seeming thus
to engage your majesty to employ the shipping and
strength of this mation, tosupport-this new com-

pany, to the: great detrsment eveny- of' this- kmg~ '

dom,” &c.

17th Dec.: 1695 ——A pentlon from the Englzah
East India Company, stating, the dangers.to be ap-
prehended: from  such Secotch company, ¢ as, by
the charter, they had paid-300,000: sustamed gre'\t

“losses, &e. S
- Same day, a- commlttee appomted ‘“ to examine

what methods were taken for obtaining the act of
parliament passed -in-Scotland, who the- subscn-
bers, the promoters;.and: advisers.”

© 91st ‘Jan.: 1696.~—A petition of the merchants,

grocers;, &c. of: London, stated, . ‘“ that FORMERLY

the East India Company imported ‘all.manner of
spices, but ~Now the:whole spice trade - (with the.

exception- of- pepper), +was .in ‘the hands of the
Dutchy”’ &c: e s .

:Same day, a pentlon from the Last Indza Cozn-

’ganj,-_statxng, 44 At.h‘a‘t,dmex.s.,s:hxp.s..“ e_iegﬁtt_mg,;out
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in ‘England, apparently under the auspices and
protection of the Scotch Egst India €ompany;™
&ec, -
Same day, Colonel Granville repor ted from the
committee, ¢ that Lord Belhaver held: the book
of subscriptions for such Scotch Company, amount
ing to 500,000/. ; that he administered an-oath, de
Jideli administratione, to the directors; that Mr.
'Glover, an Englishman, had subscribed; because
BETTER than that the trade should be conducted
by rorrieNERs. That one-fourth, viz. 75,0001,
was to be lodged in the ExcHEQUER, in order to
secure the obtaining of the act, through the me-
dium of a Mr. William Patterson.”” The House
finally resolved, ¢ that the directors of the com-
pany of Scotland, trading to Africa and the Indies,

- administering and taking here, in this kingdom;

an oath, de fidelz, is a high crime and misdemea-
nor.”” . ‘Also, ¢ for raising 'niOney in. England.”
‘Also, that Lord Belhaven, and 21 others, be im-
peached, &ec.. .

3d Feb. 1696.—In consequence of GENERAL
petitions complaining of the great distress from the
scarcity of - coin, and discount of 16 to 18 per cent,

on Bank of England paper; and especially one

from Exeter, ¢ praying, that some ways and means
may be fdund out to ENABLE THE BANK OF ENG-~
LAND TO PAY THEIR BILLS, AS FORMERLY

PHEY HAVE DONE!”
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* The house resolved, ¢ that the Bank of England
be enlarged by new subscriptions,”’
10th Feb: 1696.—A petition from Norwxch
stating, ¢ that since the East India Company have
been under some discouragements, their manufacs
tures of worsted stuffs and silks mixed with wools,

. were becoming again prosperous, and prayed that

the introduction of wrought silks, Bengals, and
cahcoes, &c. may be restrained.””.

18th Feb. 1696, 8 W:ll. FI1. ~—-A petition - of
London merchants and traders, stated, ¢ that
pwing to the badness of silver coin, some men had
taken occasion to raise guineas to 30s. a piece,
consequently the Dutch were collecting them on
the continent, and importing to an advantage of
40 per cent. &c,

18th Feb. 1696..—King W]lham sent a message,
¢ finding himself under very great difficulties. for.

want of money ; desires speedy care e may be taken
to make effectual provision for it.’

- 928th Feb. 1696.—A petition from Canterbury,
similar to that from Norwich. Same day, peti-
tion from Jamaica, Virginia, and Marylaﬁd ~pray-

g, < that the Afrxc'm Company s trade may bev
an open one.’

. 7th March, ]696 --Sn' }fem o Hobmt from the

_committee of trade, reported, ¢ that Canterbury,

Norwich, and the counties of Suffolk and Cam-
bridge, had employed an immense body of people

in manufactures previous to the introduction, by
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the East India Company, of wrought silks, dyed,
printed, or stained . callicoes,”” + The House
then resolved ¢ to bring in a blll to. restrain the
wearing of such foreign goods.”” -
15th March, 1696.—A very - mtelestmg repmt
.of the Committee: to 'investigate -the enlargement
of the Bank capital, - ¢ The governor; &e. were
directed by the General Court to 'say, that they
could only consent:to be GRAFTED Lupo'h,*?‘fwhen
‘this house will engage to make good any: deficient

. funds, (from taxes,) Wthh they were expected ta

pay by anticipation.? - - e
Q0th March, 1696, 8 Wzllmm -—-—Mr Boscawen,
from ‘the committee appointed to investigate the

fpetifion of the - tinners of .Cornwall,:.reported,—-e\

¢ that of late years GREAT QUANTITIES of TIN

_ had been 1iMmpPORTED from INDIA ;‘."‘f f‘whexreas,v for-

merly, none at all, &c: i
2d Apml 1696.—A petition of dxvers merchants,
&c. stating, that as the East India Companies
were regulating by the House, they might be per-
mitted to export such goods as the company did
not export, to ¢ those vast tracts of land within
the Company’sCharter, whevein are netther forts nor
Sactories, and have been shut up from the industry
of such as are inclinable to attempt the discovery of

“ new and profitable trades to the nation, where vent

might be found for considerable quantities of .our
manufactures; and this without any mjury te
the said Company,”’ Petition received, 103 to 101,
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5th May, 1696;8 William.—A grant to' the
Duke of Portiand of the manor of Grantham, and
twelve others.

"« Great riots amongst the weavers. Symptoms

of corruption both within and wethout the house.
7th Nov.—Motion that the Bank of England

should annually lay their debtor and creditor be-

fore the house, negatwed. - -

- 18th and 20th Nov. 1696 ~—Petition from Dart-
mouth.-and Poole, stating; ¢ that in consequence
of the want of convoy and protection, the French
had completely ruined the English interest in the
ﬁshexy of Newfoundland.” S

- .80th Nov.——Petition from Clrencestel, stating
« the complete stagnation. of their woollen trade,
and that, the town had long had quartered upon the
inhabitants, the Marquis de Puizar’s foresgn regi-

ment, whom they had sustamed and also pazd—-— ‘

Jrom fem

o 1lth-Dee. 1696.—A petltxon of London mer-
’chants,r ‘praying, ¢ that the - African. Company
mayvn‘ot:ha\?e exclusive rights, but that all persons
may have free liberty to trade to Africa on such
terms- as in- the: Turkey Company, (about '40s.)
and which would prove of great national benefit,”

< 17 th - Dec. 11696.-——Another- petition, - prayipg,

«“ that all may be introduced into the Russian
Company, onpaying fines, as:in" the Hamburgh

 and Eastland Companies ;-for, the vast extent of
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te‘x‘ritoryﬂih such charter, granted Sth Elizabeth;

presents great adVantage_s from a general partici-
pqtlon. *
21st Jan. 1697.~—A tumultuous cmwd of peos
ple filled Palace-yard, Westminster-hall, the lobbys
&c. ¢ in order to press the passing of the bill to
restrain the wearing of Persia and India silks and
calicoes.”
97th Jan. 1697.—The comimittee appomted to
examine the complaints against the Russia Com-
pany, report that the governor produced the origi-
nal charter of 1 and 2 Phil. aiid Mary, reciting,
that the Marquis of Winchester, and others therein
named, had, at their own adventure; fitted out
ships, ¢ for discovering new and profitable trades

to the nation, where other CHRISTIAN princes

had never traded.”” The charter of 8 Elizabeth,

did also, in addition to prodigious privileges, -

grant such company right to extend their opera-
tions to Armenia, Media, Hyrcania, and Caspian
sea. They proceed to state, ¢ that the company’s
trade was still confined to Russia ah*eady known,’’

‘&c. The House resolved “ that ALL PERSONXS,

on paying 40s. as in the Hamburgh and Eastland
Companies, should be admitted into the Russian
Company.”

- 29th Jan. 1697.—Mr. Norns, from the com-
mittee to investigate the cause of the tumult on

the 21st instant, stated, ¢ thaf it arose from a ge-
‘neral idea that many members of the House had

TR

R R

e

e Gn
SRR

( 47 )

received money, in order to hinder the bill restrict-
ing the wear of Persian and Indian silks, &c. from
passing.” In examining the evidence it appeared,
through a Mr. Glover, that the East India Com-
pany, by their agents, the London drapers
had exercised THEIR USUAL vicvilancé‘ and ac-
tivity.
9 William, 1697.—Ordered, that all the char-
ters granted since the 2d Charles I1. should be laxd
before the house. ‘

19th Jcme, 1699, 11 Wzllzam 111.—Petition of
the Old East India Company, stating, ¢ that by

“charters they have been long incorporated—have

great property in estates, and great privileges in
India—but in 1693, advantage was taken by their

“non-payment of a tax, charged upon their whole

stock, because that the 25th March, being a holi-
day, the Exchequer was not open; yet thes was
insisted on as a forfeiture of the petitioners char-

ter. Nevertheless, his Majesty granted them the

game year, at two several times, new charters, with

all the former privileges.  And by another, granted

98th September, 1694, it was declared, ¢ that if it
should be made appear to their Majesties, (Wil-
liam and Mary,) that such were unprofitable to

‘their Magesties, or the realm, then, after three

years warning, the said letters patent were to
¢ease, and the Company to be no longer a Corpo-

~ration. * They then pray of the Parliament to be

’
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continued . (re-instituted) a Corpora_tion:’ri : Ahdvaﬂ ‘

bill was ordered accordingly.

97th Jan. 1699, 11 William. —Petmo‘n of the'

New East India Company, stating, ¢ that they
had loaned two millions to the public, and com-
plained of such petition of the Old Company ; as;
" by the terms of their own contract, such old Com«
pany were to have ended their labours on the 29th
September, 1701.” '

~¢¢ Ordered, that council for eaclz Company be' |

heard at the bar.” e e
Extract fmm King William's second dzscouue to
: _ his Cabinet Council. s
¢« Ifind it as easy to mingle fire:and water, as
. to reconcile the difference between the church of

England and the Presbyterians,” &ec.— ¢ How

- shall I deal with the Parliament, and particularly
with the House of Commons ? - They have already
called me to account, and are dissatisfied. with it.
They were i @ hot scent after my pensioners, with-
out whom, I shall never get a competency of mo-
mey; and though I endeavoured -to put them out
of ‘that conceit, and told them_ that_‘_those, great
sums of money which were given them, were not
given to them as pension or salarry.,. as Parliament

men,—but for SECRET SERVICE,—not fit to be di-

vulged, [ yet .t,hey see. this was but a forcéd put
“ My bare demal that the) were my pensmnels
10 raise me great sums by over votmg, will not
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serve the turn, for they knew before hand it had
been a madness for- me to confess it; and my say-
ing it was for secret service relating to the publie,
not to be divulged, is but a blind amusement, ra-
ther a kind of tacit confession of what that they
sore than suspected. :

¢ This makes me fe'u they will 1ook more nar-
rowly into that business, which may undo all. 1
fetched off Seymour, and other st1ckl1ng commons
wealth’s men, by giving them offices ; but there is
a stiff party amongst them, so true to the good of the
commonalty, that #o kindness can warp them; and
my gratifying those who aimed at their advantage,
by opposing the court party, themore confirmsthem
in their opinion of my proselyting the members to
my side, to betray the trust imposed in them by
the Commons who elect them. :

< I dare not venture to dissolve this Parhament
and call another, - ,- for that will lose much time, and
present supplies are necessary, that we may be early

~in the field. Besides, I have reason to fear that
- the new one may be worse than this; especially the
- new membel,s will ask me to model them ; whereas

T have already in this a party, which, with much
money and policy, 1 have rendered plzable to myj
willl? .

¢ Again, What must T do w1th the confederates 2

~ England is too poor to supply them as formerly;
- and ’tis now so well known, that, notwithstand=

ing all their assistance, France still grows upen
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us, that they are satisfied it ‘will be to little pur- -

pose to carry our men and money out of England,
to help them who do not much for themselves. To
tell you the truth, some of them are so backward,

and they are in so many minds, that nothing can

be much hoped for from them. This makes men
begin already to talk of leaving them off, and
strengthen England by sea and land; by which
means we may assault France upon the coasts, and
make a great diversion, which may perhaps be in
a manner equivalent to my assisting them in Flan-
ders. This is the best way to get me money, but
then, ’tis to be feared, that I shall lose my inte«
rest in Holland, and that should the French take
some towns of theirs the next campaign, the dis-

contented and impoverished people there (whom I

did what I could to cajole last year with the hopes
of a sudden peace,) will force them to put an end

. to the war, and come to conditions with France,

especially if Savoy (as I much_fear) breaks the
confederacy. : . :
- % Nay, there wants not a gre‘tt party there, who

(did not my influence hinder it) would be willing
“to embrace peace, were it for nothing else but to-
exclude me from being. their Stadtholder, which
.office, for many reasons, I must not force. This

is a nice point, and I desire you to think of it ac-
cordingly. -Take this along with you, that there

_is a great FACTION of shrewd men in England, who
- are highly disgusted;. that out of my umbition (as

R
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they account it,) to make myself generalissimo and
cock of the confederates, I have spent England
twenty-two or twenty=-thrée millions, ‘and, for the
better half, transported; to the great loss of the na-
tion ;> whereas, /ess than half'as much had built us
such a navy, and ‘maintained -such an army, as-

would have defended England against a// her ene- -
- mies, and yet (the money czrcu[atzng kere at hone)’
- not much impoverished it.

¢ This is a deadly blow. tomy honour and credit

.'a-broad, which (against all events) it highly con- -

cerns me to maintain, and will streke deep into

my interest—and what fence can you find to

ward it ? - . : \
-¢ And since I despair of money enough to bribe:

- my confederates, and give full pay to my soldiers
and seamen, I would desire your judgment which

‘of them 1 should prefer, and which postpone—

“seeing the latter grumble already for their: arrears ;
“and the former, if I withdraw my gwmg hand

- will fall off.

“ The last point which I recommend to your
best consideration, is, what course I am to take,
in case the Parliament, sensible of how little we
have done in Flanders this last campaign, should
refuse to give me money sufficient to carry on the

~ war there the next summer, without which you

see all will be lost? :
¢« To tell you my thoughts upon the matter, 1
“think my best expedient is to agree with the states
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and other foresgn confederates to let me bring over Eztract from King William the Third’ s dzscourse
j‘;q' Dutch and other out-landish soldiers, and leave a4 : to his Cabinet Council.

i , 3

English and Scotch behind them to the same num-
ber; for, by this means, I shall at once overawe
i ' Holland by my own subjects there, and England by

g foreigners here, and either make them give me.
: what money I want, by way of Parliament, or
': - else set up my title of conquest, and take it where I

: ’ shall see fit. :

i . ¢ This is, 1 see, feasible, for I am not to value

‘ the disgust of the nation, when 1 do no longer fear
it ; nor need I any longer debase myself by intreat-

§ ; Speaking of the probability of invasion, he says,

¢ Should he (James I1d.) land here, 1 expect that

not only my known' enemies, but multitudes of
others, who comply now from fear, will flock to
him." The overburthened Commons, seeing’ no -~
likely prospect of the end of war, nor, consequently,
of taxes and polls, will give scope to their natural
mutability, and face about especially when they
hear that many chief noblhty are run to the other
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- side. :
i ing them for supplies, when I may command it; ¢ The want of full pay vexes our army. The
for a monarch is then truly a king, when he needs P BN people’s eyes will be opened, to see that we feed

not creep to the people. My only fear is, my Eng-
~ lish so hate'the Dutch, that they will desert, ra-
~ther than Jeght for them. To strengthen myself
more, I can arm' the French Hugonots, of whom:
we have here good store, and fetch over the Vau-
i dozs, if I find Savoy inclinable to make peace. ' .
¢« ] fear I must be forced to this, for 1 find the
‘ Enghsh an mconsmnt and headstrong natlon, and
P false to theirkings, NOR OTHERWISE TO BE RULED
LONG, BUT WITH A ROD OF IRON. But remem-
» ber this, my last refuge, as so you will have more
1. ~ leisure to consider of it, as future occasions afford
o you more light. I shall now bethink myself what
to say to the Parlnment between' this ‘and the
time they meet.’ '

D .. Lord Somers’s State Papers, Vol 4, p 112.

their hopes, and fob them with counterfeit pretences
in the neck of one another. They will suppose that
I“%m to be removed, and the late King restored;
and this once entering into the thoughts of this
giddy nation, who' have got the knack of turning

\ out their kings, will make them as little regard me
as my ‘predecessor, and turn me out too. We once
thought to ruin F ‘rance by prohibiting commerce j
but néw we find we can less subsist without it tkan
they, and England least of all.”

LEord Somers’s State Papers, &e.
Extract of a letter from Minheer T. Van C. to
Minheer Van L. in London, dated Hague, létk

~ February, 1690.

R <« 1st. I must shew you the frood King William

! has done us. ’Tis certain, England had robbed us

. i T T T R T
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of our trade in the two last Kings reigns, who, by

an unlucky neutrality, had made the stream of
traffic run that way. - ’
«’Tis certain also, the late King James was
taking most mischievous measures te continue and
augment their trade, and ruin ours; for if the -
berty of conscience, which he was going to establish,
had not been prevented, the most considerable of
our merchants (who live amongt us, because they.
are not molested in the free exercise of thewr reli-

“gion,) would have removed, and drawn ‘thewr ef-

fects to England, where the ports berng more secure,

" THEY WOULD, witHOUT hazarding their. rehcrlon,

have run less danger of their goods. .
« *Tis manifest also, and foreseen by oUR WISE

MEN, that (whilst it was impossible for us to stave -

off a.war with France) King James, whose indys;
try and application to the advancement of trade
made him embrace all occasions to encourage. it,
would have preserved a neutrality to our utter ruin.
These and many other considerations (as I affirm)
made us willing ¢o pluck the thorn outof our own foot,
and putitinto another’s ; and therefore, after much

consultation, nothing was found so expedient, as .
 to heighten the divisions in England, and join with

the male-contents : so that what the Ridderscarp,

(i. e. Nobility,) together with the deputies of

other cities, have here lately alledged against the
‘resolutions of the city of Amsterdam, (p: 6, 7,) is

'now manifest, though formerly kept as a secret,
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and stoutly denied to the late King by our ambas-
sador in England : ¢ that-the Prince did not un-
dertake that expedition without the previous com-
munication, full approbation, and good pleasure
of the States; and that the . States-General were
moved so considerably to assist him therein, PRIN-
cIPALLY for the liberty and prosperity ot our dear
native country.”

Moreover, 1 tell. them in our States words,
(p-9.) * that this expedition having been effected
by the assistance of the arms of the States Gene-
ral, and with an aim at the saving of the State,

" ought not to be accounted a foreign expedition ;

and that (p.7.) seeing by the admirable providence
of Almighty God, under the wise and valiant con-
duct of his Majesty of Great Britain, it had that
success which is known to all the world, the States
expect no other but that it should necessarily tend
to a narrower and stricter union of these king-
doms with this State, and that the States shall be
therehy made more fit and able to grapple with all

the ill designs with Wh]Ch the enemies of these,

lands have threatened us.’ o

..« Having thus represented to them the condi-
tion we were in, and the benefit we hoped to reap
by the expedition, | proceed to shew, that we were
not out in our politics ; and that, however his pre-
sent Majesty has behaved himself to others, ke has
still been true to our interest, and faithful to the
promises he has made us. And, to prove this, 1
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shall shew them how careful he has been (not- -
withstanding the urgent occasions he has had for -

money) to repay us the six hundred thousand
pounds, which our States laid out upon the expe-
dition ;- whereas, being now King of England, he
might, “weth justice enough, have discounted it
upon ‘the old scores, betwixt us and that natlon,
‘ever since Queen Elizabeth’s protectlon

« How speedily he sent us succours; twelve

thousand of their best men, to weaken their

strength, and fortify us, even before he took care
to establish."his ‘own footing'in Scetland, or pro-

~ ceed to the reduction of Ireland. How careful he

has been to put the strongest places of trust into
the hands of our countrymen, or, -at least, such

as our ambassadors, and the Earl of Portland, .
* were secure of, who, in case of‘a turn of times,

will be able to hold them out till we can p’c;u"r in
fresh supplies. How religiously he has observed
his promise of making no advance without the ad-

vice and approbation of our ambassadors, and

Minheer Bentingh, to whom he has caused all the

strength and weakness, together with all the com-

modious ports, landing places, and creeks of that

kingdom, to be imparted. How, by their advice, "
he has dispersed the Enghsh troops, some even to’
both the Indies, that he may more easily govern-

by a foreign force, and have no dependence upon
such as had no regard to their natural allegiance
and repeated oaths of fidelity to a Prince that
loved them. - N

)

« I also represent to them thé condition of the
English fleet and merchants ; how many thousands
have died this summer for want of wholesome pro-:
visions, and even through scarcity of them also,
(which destruction of seamen is of mighty impor-
tance to us;) how many men of war have been

lost; how the merchantmen have had their sea- ..

men pressed h‘om their ships, and by that and em-
bargoes, and st01ms this year, have lost above two -
millions : and desire them to consider, that he

“who has been brought up amongst us, is not.a

stranger to what belongs to a fleet and trade; so
that the miscarriages of both these cannot be at-
tributed to his want of Judgment or application,
but to further a deszgn of weakemnd tkat Icmtrdom, '
and advancing us. ‘ :

T tell them, how he was once going to remove . -
all, or most of the English captains of ships, and
put ours in their places, which had certainly been
done, but that it would too soon have made the
secret known to the nation. "I also shew them,

that, notwithstanding the “vast stock he ‘has in
Bank amongst us, he has been s0 cautious, both

for his own concern and ours, as not to fouch one
penny of i, but has made the people of England
furnish him, even beyond their powers, and yet

“run daily in debt there for stores and provisions—

‘nay, even for his soldiers pay: by which means,
if he increase not his own stock, (of which I have
at present no positive account,) he at least impo-
verishes them t0 our wish, so that hereafter they
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‘will be-able to do nothing without our assistance, -

’Tis true, he has given out there, that the FEarl
of Portland is to draw two hundred thousand
pounds OUT OF HIS STOCK IX THE EAST INDIA
TRADE ; but we know when that meney was sent
Jrom England, and whut plate was melted down to
~ help to. make up the same ; and that this, at least,

shall'be hereafter added to his Bank, is more than

probable. These things I demonstrate to them as
donre for us; and then shew what benefit we have
already reaped by these proceedings.

¢ That we have (as I said before} estabhshed

our interest upon a firm and lasting foundation, by
their -uttér ruin, being mow masters of the whole

trade of the wmhabitable world: That, whilst he
has denied convoys to their merchant ships, pressed
_ their seamen, and, after promises to the contrary,
clapped embargoes upon all their outward-bound
ships, we have sent out ours with all freedom,
. and have, by that means, got the choice of all
foreign commodities at easy rates, if not the sole
exvemption of them, and vented our own at our own
price. . That by these means, and his. permitting
_us to carry all sorts of commodities into England
in our own bottoms, our country is enriched, by this
year’s war, treble to what we expended for the ex-
pedition, besides the prospect of a perpetual en-
Joyment, of a free sea and traffic. Nay, we may
hope, in time, (as I shall shew hereafter,) to ride
wmasters of the British sea, and make them lower
thetr top-sauls to us. '

{59 )
Secondly, I shall shew what he is now doing to
our advantage, I tell them, that I need only men-

“tion- these actions, by which it is manifest he has

our interest in his eye, and uses all means to give
no abfttmg ensurance of all these good thlngs he
has procured for us: but, besides all these, has he
not moreover sent the :Earl of Portland amongst
us, with fresh proposals, if we will further lend
him our assistance > Are not these proposals so
advantageous to our interest, that our States, who
know them, are more than willing to assist him
with greater numbers of men and ships this sum-
mer, than they did the last?  Again; does /e coun-

tenance their merchants, or hearken to thewr pro-

posals for the advancement of trade, any more now
than he did the last year! Is he not raising fresh
recruits, and daily sending them hither in exchange
forours?  And does he not pay both the one and

~the other,. (or at least engage for the payment,) by

which a good part of our army s maintained for

| ~us? Has he not, all the last summer, been at two-

-thirds of the charges for maintaining the war by
sea; notwithstanding that ‘it was principally en-

tered into: upon: our ‘accounts, and that we are '

likely to be the only gainers? 2

-« Has he not of late prorogued and dzssolved
their Parliament, that he may espouse the church
of England’s interest, by which means the liberty

- of conscience, we so much dread, can never be

established, and by which means all conscientious
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dissenters will, with the Jews, be again forced ta
take their retreat amongst us ?

“ Are not these, and many more, which he does
for us, and permits us to do for ourselves, such
things as no King of England would ever have
suffered, and such as would have caused a war be-
twixt our States and them? And yet these things
he does for us, and has done, and we are not sa-
tisfied. Let us therefore see, thirdly and lastly,
what good we may hope he will do for us, if we
obstruct not his designs. ’ '

“ This depends much upon future contingen-
cies ; and measures are taken to Sit all occasions.
—If he find it possible to maintain his ground
against the late King James, and the power of
France, he knows it cannot be without our hélp,
and our econfederates. assistance; and we know
upon what terms we will lend him such as will be

efficacious. We have (as L have already mentioned)

long wished for a mare liberum, and could not en-
dure the Kings of England should be Kings at sea,
and make us lower our top-sails to them, or be

subject to such laws as they prescribed: -And will -

we, think you, lose so happy an opportunity of
stripping them of that prerogative, or, if we ean,
of making use of it ourselves? We know he is of
@ changeable humour; but yet we know also his
ambition ; and he cannot gratify his pride without
being kind to us; and no kindness can endear so

much, as to give us up that prerogative by which |

3
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we may have a free sea, and a plentiful trade above
our competilors. .

¢ For this it is our States are now labouring;
and I hope all the opposition some of them seem to
make, is but to facilitate this, and the other con-

‘cessions we would have. But if he find it impos-

sible for him to keep the throne, (as it is most
likely,) his designs, we now know, are what you
formerly told me :—To fleece that proud and pam-,
pered nation, and leave them neither men nor mo-
ney, nor ammunition, nor ships, nor any thing to

enable them ¢0 make war against us, or carry on a

trade. Indeed, by all appearances, we may con- -
jecture, that he gives up the Crown as lost, and-
that this is the reason why he has already emptied
the forts of arms and ammunition, the exchequer
of money, and his palace of plate, furniture, and
jewels. He has borrowed immense sums of the mer-
chants, and is still bonowmg more, ‘and yet pays
nobody-—scarce his own guards, because it is sup~
posed he reserves: a czty plunder f'or their recom-
pence ‘ : ‘ '

¢« He has prepared 500 waggons, under pretence
t0 go to Ireland, but we know that measures are
already laid how (if ’Kin James should land, and
the nation return to their all'{egiaiilce) he may carry
off all the booty, with the remainder of our army, and
a considerable part of the fleet, and return to his

- dear native country, w}iidh will then receive him
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with open arms, notwithstanding all jealousies that '

are now cast amongst us.
«“1 am, Mmheer, yours, &c.
« T, Van C.”
Lord Somers’s State Papers.

tath Jan. 1703, 2d Anne.—~¢ Ordered an ac-
~ count to be furnished by the United East India
Company, of all bullion sent out from London and
Cadiz, sinceé the first exportation;” ( accounts
along with the papers of the house.)

Same day, petition from the merchants and
inhabitants of London and Southwark, complain-
~ing ¢ that the woollen trade would be ruined in

consequence of the immense importation of stained
callicoes from the Fast Indies.”

17th Jan —Sir Robert Davers, from. the com-

mittee to cons1der East India affairs, reports,—

« resolved, that it is the opinion of this commit-
tee, that a restraint be laid upon the ezpor tation of
bullion to the East Indies.”

13th Jan. 1704, 3d Anne.— Ordered that
" such of the committee as are “not concerned in

trade, do inspect the East India. Company’s books,
‘and report to this house all such sums of money

as shall appear to them to be directed by such

Company for secret service.”

97th Jan. 6th Anne—T hé East Indla Companyv ‘
 petition the house, * that they w‘xll‘agam fulfil any.
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Surther sum, which may be voted, on their charter

being renewed.

31st Jun.— Resolved by the committee, that
on the Company lending for service of the year
1708, one million two hundred thousand pounds,

.they shall have a further term of 14 years and a

half, but giving three years notice of the abolition
of contract with the public.” —On a motion to post-
pone second reading same day, negatived, 202 to
149.

ed Fed. 1707, 61h Anne~The managers from
the East India Company attended, to deliver in
their submission to such terms.

9th Anne, 1710. ——Petltxon of the African Com-
pany and thewr cr editors, statmg, ¢ that from great

losses the Company had called their creditors, and

invited them to join in such trading Company;
but, without the charter was confirmed by Parlia-
ment, they feared that they should not be able to
preserve the trade to this country.

17th May, 1711, 10th Anne.—Bill read a first _
and second time, to erect a corporation to carry on
“trade to the South Seas." ‘

18¢h May.—Petition of the East India C’om-
pany against such bill, stating, ¢ that by an act of
9 and 10 William IIl. they had granted them the
whole trade ¢ wn, to, and from the East Indies, in the

countries and places of Asia, Africa, and America,

beyond the Cape of Bena ].?speranza, to the Straits
of Magellan, and. exclusive of all others ; for which
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they have lent to his late and present Majesties

three million two hundred thousand pounds, at 5
per cent. ; and, finding that the South Sea Corpo-
ration would embrace the sole traffic throughout
the South Seas, to the northernmost part of Ame-

rica, pray against the bill,and to be heard by coun-

¢il.”’—Ordered.

96th Feb. 1729, 3 Geo. 1L.—A petition and
proposal of several merchants, traders, and other
Vp‘ersons, in behalf of themselves and others, the
subjects of Great Britain, was presented to the
houseand read, ¢ offering to advarice three mil-
lions two hundred thousand pounds, to redeem the

fund and trade of the present East India Company -

(the petitioners conceiving both to be redeemable’;)
the said money to be advanced at five several pay-

ments—(say within four years}—at 4 per cent. for-
six years, and 2 per cent. afterwards ; provided the-
lenders may be incorporated and vested with the
whole trade to the East Indies, and elsewhere, in
the same extensive degree as is granted to the pre-.
sent Company ; yet so as not to trade with their

joint stock, or in a corporate capacity, but the

trade to be open to all his Majesty’s subgects, upon -

licence from such proposed New Company, to be
granted to all his Majesty’s subjects desiring the
same, on proper terms and conditions ; and pro-

vided the trade be exercised to and from the port

of London only ; and to be subject to redemption

at any time upon three years notice, after a term

.
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of 31 years) and repayment of the principal.”
Petition rejected, 223 to 138. -

5 Geo. .[I.-'-A.n act passed to restrain all others
from trading to India, &ec. i
| lﬁst May, 1732, 6 Geo. Il.—An act passed ¢ to
revive an act of the 1st of George I. to prevent all

others from trading to the East Indies under Joreign

commissions.”’ : S

7th Feb. 1743, 17 Geo. I.—The East India
. Company petition, * that upon receiving the grant’
of an annuity of 30,000/, well secured to this
company, they will lend the goveﬁnnent one mil-"
lion, provided they have an addition to their p:'é-
sent term. of 14 years, (besides the three years
allowed them after the expiration of their present
terr'n, for the bringing home, and disposing of,
their effects, &c.) and a power also to issue out,;‘
bonds from time to time, for any part, or fhé whole
amount of the said one million sterling.”’ Ordered
“that a bill be brought in.”—In the committee
Mr. Heary Fox (unaccounted millions) is of the
number. _ : = | |

24th March, 1749, 23 Geo. 11.—Notice given
by the House, in a letter from the speaker to the:
East India Company, * that one million be re-
deemed and paid off, and that the remaining debt
of 4,200,000/. will be also paid off, unlet;s.thef '

- company ‘will consent to take 3 in lieu of 4 per

percent. on 3,200,00Q!. of the national debt, which -
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otherwise must, by an act of parliament, be re-
deemable.” ' :
The next state proceedings which will be no-
ticed, are the singular speeches in the House of
Commons in 1754, upon the passing of the United
East India Company’s Mutiny Bill. Andif Sir F.
Burdett had happened to have perused this whole
debate, he would have been more successful when
he recently made his motion relative to flogging in
the army. -The Earl of: Egmont, (an ancestor of
~ Mr. Perceval’s), amongst other things, said, ¢ these
extensions of our now written “martial law, T
thought it necessary to mention, in order to con-
v_-incé gentlemen how cautious they ought to be
in agreeing to any new extension of it, especially
that of putting so dangerous a weapon in the
hands of a company; whose first establishment was
‘illegal, and who, as soon as they but supposed they
had got a legal one, became oppressive, and soon
after, of dangerous cOnseguénce to the honour of
parliament, nay, 1 may say, of the crown utself.
Our East India Company, sir, was first established
by a'charter from Queen Elizabeth, and by that
" charter had granted them an exclusive trade to the
East Indies, which was ¢llegal, notwithstanding
its being granted by that wise and gracious Queen.
They had a new charter from James I. with the
same exclusive - privilege, and consequently "as

illegal as the former. From Charles 11. they had
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another new charter, still with the same exclusive
privilege, and still illegal. However, they conti-
nued to enjoy this exclusive privilege, but exer-
cised it with great caution, because even they them-
~ selves doubted the legality of it, as monopolising
charters of all kinds had been loudly complained .
of in parliament towards the end of Q. Elizabeth’s

| reign, (vide her golden speech), therefore, when
- the famous, or rather infamous Jeffreys, (who sold

Justice) was raised to the bench, they took an op-
portunity to have their exclusive privilege declared
'l.egal by him; for they were sure they had then a
Judge who would decide in favour of every thing
that tended to exalt the power of the crown*.
What was the consequence, Sir? They began,
presently after, fo act in so oppressive a manner
abroad, that great complaints were brought home
against them, which they had influence enough to

. stifle, probably by the same means they practised

for obtaining @ new charter and act of parliament,
soon after the revolution; for, when their-affairs
were brought under the consideration of parlia-
ment in 1695, it appeared, that they had BRIBED

- SEVERAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, and had

* Itis not to be marvelled at, that this infamous _and corrupt
judge legalised their charters. At that very moment he had sen-
tenced the celebrated Baxter to two years imprisonment, for hav-
ing, contrary to an injunction, preached to an immense congre-
gation at his chapel, in the Old Jewry, and for his L Paraphrase
on the New Testament.”

Fe
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attempted even to bribe the crown wself; by an
offer of 50,000/. and that for these corrupt pur-
poses they had laid out a very large sum of money,
and were to have laid out a much larger, in case
their intended act had passed, amounting in the
whele to BETWEEN 3 AND 400,000/, To this

amount, I say, an actual discovery was made, and

it is probable that several other sums were laid out,
or intended, of which no discovery was ever
made.. Whether that company have ever since
attempted any such practices, or what the many
favours they have since received, may have cost

them, I shail not pretend to guess, bué the disco-

very then made, should make gentlemen cautious,
lest, under the pretence of securing or promoting

~the trade of that company, THEY SHOULD BE
DRAWN IN TO SERVE THE ENDS OF CORRUPT
MEN.”

~ Another member said, ¢ that our consenting to
the introduction of military. law, was an abandon-
ament of our .constztutzon ; every governor or com-
mander-in-chief will have the power not only of
life and death, but of torture even. Is this a power

~ fit to be intrusted in the hands of a very low fel-

low of an East India governor? Perhaps cruel or

revengefu] nor, as in this country, controlled by
the crown.’ ~

18¢h Feb. 1755, 28 Geo. 11. ——Ordered that e/l
‘the charters granted to the East India Company
should be laid before the. House, :
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The following only were presented :
1600, 43 Elizabeth, for 15 years.
1661, 13 Charles II.
1668, 20 ditto.
1673, 25 ditto.
1683, 35 ditto.
1686, 2 James II. -
The two last ¢ could not be found,” -but ¢ copies”
in a neat red book.
1698, 10 William I1I.
- 1702, 1 Anne (United Company).
1726, 13 George I.
1753, 26 George 1. ,
20¢h Feb. 1755.—A petition from the Royal
African Company, praying, * for an exclusive .
charter, as formerly ;”” but this, Jrustrated by pe-

tetions from the out-ports, declaring, ¢ that the - "

trade to Africa was greatly increased since such
exclusive privileges were done away.” :

16th May, 1757, 30 Geo. 11.—His majesty, in
his message, says, ¢ that having withdrawn a bat-
talion of his forces from the company’s.settle-
ments in the FEast Indies, recommends to the:
House to enable such company to maintain a force

- equal to such withdrawn battalion.”

20th Nov. 1760, George I11. first speech.—
“ Our advantages gained in the East Indies have
been signal, and must greatly diminish the sr ength
and_trade of France in those parts, as well as pro-.

~cure the most solid benefits to the commerce and
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wealth. of my subjects;”
eyes of all Europe are upon you—from your re-
‘%OlutIOHS, the PrRoTESTA KT interest hopes for pro-
tection,” &c. &c. '

20th May, 1767.—The Kast Indla. Company
petition ¢ for a lemporary agreement for three
years, so that the public should judge of the con-

cessions ; that all their accounts should be exa-

mined annually ; that the duties on teas and cali-

- coes should be regulated; and in future pay the

public one half of their neat profits, or 400,000/.
per annum, &c. stating, as weighty considerations,
what immense territorial acquisitions they had

~made, (never the aggressors), and that the public |

revenue had contmually increased,”’ &c. :
18th Dec. 1769, 9 Geo. I11.— A petition of the

principal merchants and inhabitants of the town

and port of Liverpool, was presented to the House,

and read, setting forth, ¢ that the petitioners ob-

serving that his majesty, in his most gracious
speech, has recommended to parliament. the consi-
deration of the great commercial interests which
had been entered upon in the preceding session,
humbly apprehend, that the House will soon re-
sume the important object of the trade between Asia
and Europe; and that the petitioners hope that
the said zmmense fund of commercial industry,
power, and prqﬁt, may be put on as broad a na-

tronal fozmdation as it is capable of, and has been .
’ found to be capable of, to the establishing of the

and afterwards, ¢ the

€7t )

wealth and power of a neighboubing country; and
the more so, as-the opulent territories lately added
to the British possessions in Asia were acquired by
the bravery of the British troops, and at a prodi-

gious expence to the public; and that the peti-

tioners, in order to extend and participate in this
trade, are ready to conform o such terms and regu-.
lations as to the wisdom of parliament ‘shall be
thought proper.”” Ordered to lie on the table.
16th Dec. 1769, 9 Geo. 111.—A petition from

‘the ‘inhabitants of Ilminster, in the county of So-

merset, relating to ¢ the advantages that would’
arise to the public from laying open the East India

‘trade to all his majesty’s subjects, being offered to

be presented to the House It passed in the

nega tive.

15th Feb. 1769, 9 Geo. 111.—The East India

‘Company petition, ¢ that an act passed in the 7th

year of his present majesty, for establishing an
agreement for the payment of the annual sum of

-400,0001. for a limited time, by the said company, in

respect of the territorial acquisitions and revenues.
lately obtained in the East Indies, having expired on
the 1st inst. the said United Company, at several
geneml courts lately held, took into their consider-

“ation, the terms and conditions for entering into a

further agreement with the public respecting the

aforesaid acquisitions and revenues, and the follow-

ing question being proposed was carried by a
ballot on the 9th Feb. instant ---That itis the Opl—h
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nion of the genesal court, that an agreement may
be made with the public as follows : "that 400,0001.
~ per annum be continued to the public for 5 years ;
that the company be at liberty to increase the
dividends to 12§ percent.; that the company shall
be obliged to export in every year, of the manu-
factures of the kingdom, (military and naval stores

excepted), the medium amount of any preceding

6 years ; that if any surplus of cash shall remain in
England, after thedischarge of the company’ssimple
contract debts, bearing interest, and the reduction
of the company’s bond debt, to the debt which shall
be due from the public to the Company, then such
- surplus shall be LENT to the public at Two pER
CENT. PER ANNUM. |

Same day, the Lord North, * by his majesty’s
command, acquainted the House that his majesty

having been informed of the contents of the said
_petition, gives his consent, as far as his interest is

concerned, that the House may do therein as they ;

shall think fit.” A

13th April, 1772, 12 Geo. I A, select com-
mittee of 31 appointed, * to enquire into the na-
ture, state, and condition of the East India Com-
pany, and of the British affairs in the East In-
dies.”’ :

negatived ; so was the motion, that the names of
such 31 should be fairly drawg from @ boz, instead
of prepared lists of names.

N.B. An Open committee of the whole House'

(75 )

- 26th Muay, 1773, 12 Geo. 111.=<All charters or-
dered, when, in addition to those presented in
1755, the following were also discovered :

- 1603, 1st James I. ¢ restraining all but the com-=

pany to trade.”
1609, 7th ditto, ** exclusive tmde Jor ever.
1610, 8th ditto, “ further privileges to export
bullion.”
11622, 20th ditto, ¢ to chastise either by malz-
tary law or otherwise.” _ -
1624, 22d ditto, “ an act of pardon:and indem-
. nity for having exercised military law pre-
- vious to such act of the 20th.
11626, 2d Charles II. « for mills to make gun-
powder.” '
1636, 12th ditto, * to gain possession of an
1sland, and to export bullion.”
- 1676, 28th Charles II.
1693, s5th William III.
1694, 6th ditto.
1705, 4th Anne.
1708, 8th ditto.

| 1727, 1st George 1L

1728, 2d ditto.
1758, 31st ditto. -

1760, 1st George III. < all referred to a com-

mittee, and afterwards returned.’’ o

~ In presenting these additional discovered char-

ters, and this, without the aid of a neat red book,

2 volume is written. Let us not, however, exult
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over a fulling antagonist. The gentle reader will
be pleased, nevertheless, so far to notice dates, as
to mark that, as in the 15 years term of Queen
Elizabeth, or the ¢ for ever’ of Jac. 1. whenever
a good prince, or his worthy minions, found it con-
venient, either to disannul an zllegal exclusive grant,
or to receive a bouncing buona mana, they were

not very scrupulous about the tume !/’
16th May, 1773.—The Lord North, by his ma-

- jesty’s command, acquainted the House, ¢ that
his majesty recommends to the House the consi-"

deration of making provision for the RELIEF of the
East India Company, and for securing to the cre-
pITORS of the said company a more speedy satis-
faction of their demands.” -

A committee appointed, and reported, ¢ that
the clear revenues and profits of the East India
Company should, from time to time, be applied to
the discharge of such debts as shall be due and de-
manded ;”’ and « that some provision be made by

‘parliament for the more effectually securing the
" application of such clear revenues and profits to the
‘purpose aforesaid, and for thereby effecting the

more speedy discharge of the pEBTs of the said
company.” Agreed to.

98th May, 1773.—A petition from the lord
mayor, &c. of London, ¢ complains of the bill for
regulating the revenue, &c.' of the‘ East India
Company, and its territories ; as, by example, the
franchises of London, and every corporate body,
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are in danger of being invaded, therefore fatal to
the security of property: and complain that such
bill, embracing matters of such public concern, has
been brought into the House with a degree of
secrecy incompatible with the principles of the con-

stitution ; and therefore pray that said bill may not

pass into a law.”” Ordered to lie on the table.
98th May, 1773.—A petition from the East In-
dia Company read, states,  that a bill was pend-

ing for establishing certain regulations, &c. in In-

dia, for the better management of their affairs in
India, as in Europe; that the said bill, if passed

~ into a law, will destroy every privilege which the

petitioners hold under the most sacred securities
that subjects can depend upon in this country;
and that the appointing of officers by parliament or
the crown, to be vested with the whole civil and

- military authority of the presidency of Bengal, and

also the ordering, management, and government,
of all.the territorial acquisitions and revenues of
the company, in the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar,

--and Orissa, together with the other superintending

powers over the settlements of Bombay and Ma-
dras, INDEPENDENT of any choice in the com-
pany, or any real power of controul in the direc-
tors or general courts of the said company, or

- power in the said company, of removing the said
- officers for misbehaviour, or filling up of vacan-

cies in case of death or avoidance, is a measure so
EXTRAORDINARY (while the possessions are
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alleged to remain in the company), that the peti-
tioners beg leave to call the attention of parliament
to this most alarming circumstance, before the
House shall give a sanction to an act, which, un-
der the colom of 1egulatwn, will annihilate at
once the powers of the East India Company, and
vxrtually transfer them to the crown ; and that the
said bill is destructive of the essential rights and
interests of the petitioners in many other respects ;

and is fu1the1 defective as to many . of the pur-

poses for which it is declared to be framed; and
that the petitioners look upon this bill as tending

- to destroy the liberties of the subject, from an 2m-
mense addztzon of power it must gve to the influence
of the crown ; and that the petitioners have never
:heen made acquainted with any charge of delin-
quercy. having been made against them in parlia-
ment, and if any such charge has been made, they

have never been called upon to be heard against it;

V,and they pray to be heard by council against the
said bill. ”

Same day, ¢ resolved,and voted that 1,400,0001.

_Be granted to his majesty for the 7elzef of the com-

pany.. :
« That the territories, &c. shall continue (under

‘proper restrictions and regulations,) with such

company for six years longer; during such term the
public shall not participate in any profits until the
.bond debts of the company shall be reduced to
1,500,000 A committee appointed (Mr. C.J
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Fox one of it), and the bill soon after was, passed
into a law. _
od June, 1773.—Lord North’s celebrated bill,
¢ for the better regulation of the East India Com-
pany,” he moved, ¢ that the judges in India
should be appointed by the crown, and not by the
company.”” Carried 108 to 18. ‘

8th June, 1775.—The petition of the proprxetors
of 5007. East India capital stock, praying, ¢ that

~ they may not lose the right of voting agreeably to
" the terms of the charter.”

That right was, how-
ever, taken from them, and 1000/, stock to be the
future qualification. VIR
The East India Company petitioned against thls
aevoltgtzona7y bill, but in vain ; passed, 131 to21.
In the House of Lords, where it also passed,
the most forcible arguments were used against this
bill; and thirteen peers recorded their names'in a
protest, especially distinguished by the following
expressions :—< Dissentient, Because the pream-
ble to this bill, stating defects in the powers of the
East India Company, abuses in its administration,
and injuries to public and commercial cred:it, ought

. to have been supported by evidence adapted to the -
. nature of the several matters alleged. But, THE

PRODUCTION OF CHARTERS HAS BEEN REFUSED
BY THE HOUSE,* no witnesses have been called to

* How palhaments were metamorphosed even since 1755 and
1772}
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ascertain the existence or quality of the supposed

abuses, no enquiry has been made into the condi-

‘tion of public credit, and no state of the company’s

commercial affairs have ever been laid before us,
&ec.;’ and again, ¢ because the disfranchising of
1246 persons, who do not hold 10004. stock, i§ a
heinous act of injustice,” &c.; and again, * with
such matters before us, that require the: best, we

 are denied all manner of information. A bill, the
object of which has occupied the commons near

eight months to consider, is precipitated tbrou gh this
House in little more than eight days, without any
attention to parliamentary usage Or decorum, as if
the lords were the lowest of ministerial tools, which
are not to be indulged even with an appearance of
discussion concerning the mandates they receive.

In this situation, we feel the honor of the peerage

rarnished, and its dignity degraded. -We have

“nothing left then, but the satisfaction of RECORD-

{NG OUR NAMES TO POSTERITY, &ec.

Abingdon, | King,
Torrington, ~ Milton,

. Boyle, Richmond,
Grosvenor, - Archer, .
Devonshire, .  Rockingham,
Ponsonby, - Fitzwilliam,
Portland.:

- Qéd Mar. 1775.—¢ At a quarterly general meet-

ing of the proprietors of East India Stock, the

_ court was given to understand, by an official letter
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- from the treasury, that no further pecuniary ad-

‘vance could be expected towards the expence

~incurred in the reduction of the Manillas; and

also, that as the act, which obliges the company
to export annually a certain quantity of woollen
cloths, was just expiring, their lordships intended
.to apply to parliament for a renewal of that act.”

These advices occasioned warm debates.

19th May, 1779.—Lord North moved for leave

" to bring in‘a “ bill impowering the Hox. the East

India Company to held their territorial possessions
for one year longer; and for preventing the com-
pany from making a dividend of more than 8 per
cent. during that term.””  This brought on a warm
altercation between Colonel Barre and his lordship.
The colonel asserted, that ¢ his lordship had

Jilched away the patronage of that great and opu- - -

lent body.” His lordship, in great /heat, denied .
the charge, said it was false, very false, and he
must tell the right honourable member so.” ¢ The
noble lord,” the colonel said, ¢ made bold asser-
t:l\ons, but the patronage of the company was with
him ; he had interfered in their appointments, from
the greatest to the very lowest ; he knew this,r apd
would prove it, if desired, at the bar of th
House.”” He was called to order. '
1781 and 1784.—Vide Parliamentary Journals
and Debates for the memorable bills of Mr. Fox
and Mr. Pitt. - ‘ S ‘

19th Feb. 1788.—A general court of proprietors
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to consider whether the company should take the
four additional regiments, that the government
wanted to go out, in addition, although 2600 men
were deficient in the regiments now in India,
Mr. Bensley said, that he feared that the eompany
had consented to receive king’s troops at an evel
kour. The bills, however, of 1781 and 1784, gave
ample reservation of all the rights and privileges of
the company ; they were guaranteed also by the
assurances of ministers, who had stood forth their

zealous and successful advocates, subject only to

such limitations, in point of controul, as were

- judged necessary to preserve them from abuse, but
no more.”” These regiments then, were refused,

after protracted discussions. The minister (Mr.
Pitt), however, went to parhament, and a bill was
passed, “ to enable the commissioners for the
affairs of India, to send out what troops they choose,

- and to deduct the e.z'pence fmm the p7 oceeds of the
India revenue.

N.B. By the act of 21st of George III the com-
pany should pay two lacks of rupees for every regi-

ment of king’s troops of 1000 men each, ¢f sent out

at the reqmsztwn of the company

Eetter in all the Nabob’s British Gazettes and Ma-
' gazines, from Arcot, 2d April, 1787.
« Tippoo Saib is preparing to enter the Travan-

- core boundaries. The rooted aversion this villain

has for the English,i ‘will never suffer him' to sleep
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in peace, until he does his best to extirpate us.—
Jt is impossible : that we: can ever sleep in- peace

in the: Carnatic, WhlISt he exists ‘as. Nabob. of

the Mysore.”
- March 3d and 5tk 1788 -—On the East Indza

‘Declmatoz./ Bill, (viz. of the act' of 1784;) the

Company petitioned, and Mr.  Erskine and - Mr.
Rous were heard at the bar of: the house. - Sir

Grey Cooper said, “ that the bill of Mr. Fox,.in

1784, ‘had been rejected as tending to-the destruc-
tion of the East India Company ; and was,it not
the object of the present bill totally to annihilate
the power of that Company, by annulling the com-
pact which had been entered into with it > Coun~
cellor Scot¢ (Lord Eldon) defended the declaratory
bill ; -and, in reflecting on Mr. Fox’s intended bill
of 1784, highly comphmented that of Mr. Pitt,
which was preferred.

Mr. Sheridan, amongst. other things, defended
the, rejected bill of his friend Mr. Fox, and said,
that by :that of Mr. Pitt, “ THE CHAIRMAN OF
THE SECRET COMMITTEE, established under the
Board of :Controul, was possessed of MORE IMPE-
RIAL PRIVILEGES -than- had been given to the
Commissioners by his friend’s bill. He maD
POWER TO MAKE war jn India—ta NEGOTTATE

with the country powers,. &c. WITHOUT APPLY-"

ING TO THE KING OR PARLIAMENT ~Bill car-

ried, 129 to 74,

July 4th, 1788 TCELEBRATION Qf Amerwm
' G
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Independence.  Philadelphia. ¢ In the proces-
sion, agrand car, with a spinning apparatus, a fe-
male at work, drawing cotfon, suitable for fine

jeans or federal rib—Mr. Hewson printing mus-

lins, Mr. Lang designing and cutting prints .for
shawls—Mrs. Hewsen and her four daughters pen-
cilling a piece of chintz—all. the parties dressed in
American manifactures. ‘On a lofty staff, the ca-
lico printers flag—thirteen red stripes ina white
field, and round the edges, thirty-seven different
patterns of chintz bed furniture—motto, ¢ May the
Union Government PROTECT THE MANUFAC-
TORIES OF AmERICA. N A
‘Then followed the weavers flag—a RAMPAKNT
lion in a:green field, holdmg. a shuttle in his dex-
ter paw. Motto—* MAY GOVERNMENT PROTECT
©s.” Then foltowed the cotton card-makers, &c.
European Magazine, &e. .
July 1st, 1789 ~Mr. Dundas, Chairman of the
Bodard of Controul, in a committee of the whole
‘house, on ‘the revenues ‘of India, stated a most
flourishing account; but Mr. Hussey, (t;he truly
patriotical member for Salisbury,) observed, that

- % the: Compahy at - home were increasing their

debt ; ‘and, as a proof, Mr. Devaynes had just pre-
sérited a petition, ¢ praying: leave to borrow ‘one
mxlhon, to add 'to their capitdl.”? g TR

. March ‘$lst,” 1790. —Mr. Dfmzclas ‘stated, that

¢ it was the design of government to reduce the
&wty of salt in India; The food ‘of the -Hindoos

P
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was qhieﬂy rice, ‘and therefore salt was ‘absblutely
necessary.. OPIum was also scarce and dear ; but,
by last accounts, ‘there was a very flattering pros-

pect of a PLENTIFUL supply.  Our possessions

in the east, pxomlsed HOPES of the most sangulne
description. Lo ‘ ‘

Mr. Hussey said, * st was zmposszble to under-

'@tand the situation of the East India Company,
without combining the state of their affairs in Indid,
with their debts and effects a¢ home. By accounts
he held in his hand, it appeared, that they had
borrowed twelve millions in aght years. In 1781,
they stated, that after all was paid, they had a sur-
plus of five millions and a half; and, by a similar
account in 1785, they made it appear, they were
six miill»iqn's seven hundred thousand pounds worse
than nothing. He had moved for an account of
their profit and loss for those eight years ; in which
he could find no account of profity; but an account
of loss, to the amount of twelve millions, by de-
preciation of effects in India, and debts transferred
to England. Yet, by other papers, it appeared that
they were two millions better this year, than they
were the'last. He should be happy to find their
situation' more prosperous than described. He
wished only to see the profits, so much boasted of,
fairly brought to account in Leadenhall-sireet.”
M. Tierney « apologized for having troubled the
house with motions for papers, on which he was
prevented by INDIsposiTION from amumg, but
G 9
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.offered to prove, if the report of - the- resolutions

was deferred -till after the holidays, that for the

last five years the Company’s surplus.in India had
not been sufficient to discharge the demands on
‘them at home, and that, during that penod they
had had no profits on their trade.

- Mr. Secretary Thomas Grenville had no objec-»

tion. to postpone the ¢ discussion, as the more:it
was dxscusscd  the more would: Mr. Dundas S ﬂou-
: rlshmg reports be confirmed.” e : :

- Mr. Francis (once of the: councﬂ now SIR PHI-

‘L1p!) completely controverted all Mr. Dundas’s

statements, and: especially deprecated the revenue
from salt.- 'T‘he medium price of a man’s labour in
India, was not more than two-pence halfpennya day.

A famlly of ﬁve must necessarily consume THREE-

FARTHINGS IN SALT. - With the remaining seven
farthings, the poor labourer is compelled to sustain
himself, wife, and three children . Such calcula-

“tions were, no doubt, much beneath ‘those in the
habits of calculating millions; but, in his opinion,

they hlghly deserved ‘the attentmn of the com-
mittee,”’ : ‘ o

April. litlz, 1790 ——-Mr TzemeJ “« moved for-an
account . of teas 1mp0rted by the Fast.India Com-

pany,’’ and other papers relatlve tothe state of their -

| finances, - |
May 3d, 1790 —-—Mr. Bous brought up the re-
port of the committee of the whole hcuse on.the

finances of India, which bei ng read, ;Mﬁl‘k' Tierney

Tose, to move its fecommitment. - His reasons for_
so doing ‘were, that it was founded on’a partial
representatlon, ‘comprehending only pmt of the

.Company s affairs ; but, if agreed to by the house,
~ they might mislead the public, and persuade indi-

viduals to embark their property on what wonld
appear to be good security, with a growing profit,
whilst, in reality, it was only a delusne and ruin-_
ous speeulation. He was induced to’ stand forward
on this subject, BECAUSE HE HAD STUDIED THE
AFFAIRS OF THE East Ixpra Company WITH
MUCH ATTENTION, and because he firmly thought
it had been losing on the whole for the last four
years, and that, without assistance from the pub-
lic, they must necessarily be bankript on JSifteen
months flom the present date.

- May 14¢th, ¥790.—Mr, Slzendanlemarked that
three hundred - thousand pounds Exchequer Bills,
issued to accommodate the East India Company,
had not been cancelled nor paid as agreed for. By
a statement, he maintained, that the minister had
acted in that business in a manner most extraordi-
nary, and also injurious to the country, ‘and that
his concealment of -that transaction was to enable
the East India Company to pay a larger sum to
government this year, than they otherwise would
be enabled to do, had he informed the house of the

‘transaction.  Mr. Sheridan concluded by moving,
- ¢ that it appears to this house, that the three hun-
c};ed thousand pounds, lent to the East India Come:
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p.‘any.ini 1783, and which ought to have been repaid.
into the Exchequer in 1786, in conformity with an

express act of pmhament, has not been 1efunded
nor any part of it.”’

Supported by Mr. Fox and Slr Grey Cooper—- _

no Tierney—and opposed by Mr. Pitt, Mr. Steele,
Mr. R. Thornton, and Mr. Barmg Negatived by
a great majority.

Indian Budget, 10th July, 1804. ——Lord C’astle-k
magk, as Chairman of the Board of Controul,
opened his annual budget, .in his usual sanguine

way ; and gave plausible reasons why the five hun-
dred thousand pounds, per annum, had not been

paid as agreeable to the renewed charter of 1793,
for twenty-one years.

Lord Archibald Campbell remlnded the noblef

‘Chairman, how repeatedly his predecessors (Messrs.
Dundas and H. Addington) had given similar flat-

teringand delusive promises. Since these pro-~
mises had first been brought forward, the Indian,
debt, it was known; had increasegi three or four-
| fold.  In 1793, when. the ch'ai'teyr,lwas renewed, -
five hundred thousand pounds was to be annually-

purd the public. Of this sum, so stipulated for,
not one sixpence had been, or was likely to be, Te-
ceived. The debt of the Company, seo-far from
being diminished, accumulates from year to year.

Tt was now upwards of nineteen millions, with’
every prospect of greater accumulation.  Last year

the debt due by government to the Company was
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estimated at about four millions ; at that time a
million was discharged, still the balance against.
the government was not diminished by the papers.
on the table. This was a very extraordinary cir
cumstance. > -

On.a question from M1 Kinnaird, ¢ whether
the noble chairman would pledge himself that, no
increase should take place in the exportation of
bullion to the East Indies in the present year? 'The
noble chairman flattered himself that the event of
the sales in this country WoULD ENABLE THE
COMPANY {0 EXPORT A CONSIDERABLE QUAN-
TITY OF BULLION, AND WAS OF OPINION THAT
IT WOULD BE MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE
CoMPANY, TO SEND OUT AS LARGE A QUANTITY '
OF IT AS POSSIBLE.”

M. Prmcep thought ¢ that the affalrs of Indla
demanded the most mmute investigation.”

\Ir. Piulzp Francis (now Sir Philip.) < Sir, L
owe it in gratitude to the dlstmgulshed FEW, Who
have had fortityde enough to FAVOUR Us with
thelr attendance, and, posszbly, w1th their atten- :
tion, to this hour, to let them know that they are
safe, at least on my part, from any very heavy ad-
dition to the burthen they have already submitted
to, with so much eguammzty A long speech now
could have no other effect, but to reduce the au-
dlence to nothing.”” S

Then follows such a persp]cuous statement of ‘
the melancholy affairs of the Company, as he had




formerly obtruded on those exhausted committees

i of the house. His speeches appear to have been

"i - sent to the. press, truly corrected; but the reader

M‘ is referred to Cobbett’s Parl-iamentary 'Debaﬁes,

It Vol. II. p.978 ; where he will also find a speech

| ~ of Mr. Charles Grant, now a Director, in ‘which

i ‘ he laments that the affairs of India‘are so LITTLE
KNOWN, and So LITTLE ATTENDED To! The
public, too, will lament, that * existing circum-"
i stances” do not induce him (Mr. Grant) to RE-
. PUBLISH a pamphlet, which was instantly bought

I up, and which, at.an evil hour, ’promulgated more

lth truths, than were acceptable to the Hon"bumble the
“Iii | .
|
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House of Commons, 25th Jan. 1805.—Papers re-
o lating to the Nabob of Oude. ‘
‘Mr. James Paull rose, and spoke as follows :—

« When 1 imposed on myself the task of bringing

Under"thé consideration of Parliament, the case of

the Nabob of Oude, and urging grave matter of

charge against the Marquis Wellesley, the Gover-

nor General of India, I was fully and deeply im-

- pressed with the arduwousness of the undertaking,

and with the difficulties and obstacles I had to en-

counter. - I was aware of the INDIFFERENCE (not
~to call it, by any other name) that pervades this
house and the nation in general, as to the affairs of

India, whether as regarding the %onour and good

Jazth of the British character, or, as connected with -

the pecuniary affairs of the couniry. What such

apathy and indifference have led to, I shall not at
present stop to enquire; but, ¢ the administra-
tion of the Marquis Wellesley, we have seen Indiw
deluged with blood, its: princes dethroned, ils an-
tient famaibies ruined ; and the spoils of our nearest
allies added to the resources of the Company, with-
out exciting a sentiment of disapprobation on the
' part of the British legislature. 1 was aware, that
in the course of the proceedings, I should have to

- submit to Parliament, I kad to arraign, to stand

forth, as the accuser of a nobleman, high in his-
country’s service, and whose conquests in his orzen-
tal career, have given a brilliancy to his admini-

, United Company. : ‘
i \ On the 19th of July following, the noble Chair-
" man moved for vdrious papers, in order to illus-
‘trate his former ambiguities. ‘ o
M. Wallace endeavoured to prove, that the
five hundred thousand pounds per annum, to be
paid the public, was merely a conditional thing,
Mr. Princep, however, in a perspicuous speech,
concluded thus : *“ more attention ought to be paid
to the. carrying trade; instead of this, the carry-
- ing trade was discouraged, or, at least, was per-
| ~mitted to go into the hands of foreigners, as the
| ~ Americans, had chiefly ENGROSSED 1T;and by this
means a portion of British capital, that might be
- very usefully employed wAS LoST TO THE COUN

R - G
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stration, in the eyes of his countrymen ; a noble-

man, of extenswe influence, and possessing powerful
connections in both houses of Parliament; and L

could not for a moment forget, that the individual

who had to surmount these difficulties, was a new
man, and a very young member of this house. So
circumstanced, and amidst such difficulties, 1
have, however, some very considerable consola-
tion. I knew that the motives that impelled mé

to stand forward on this occasion, were pure and

unquestzonable, and the matters I had to urge, .p_l-ain'
and - simple, founded on truth and justice, and
standing in no need of eloquence, to force them-

‘selves on the consideration of Parliament. I had

merely to say, that a prince, the highest in rank

and dignity of all the powers of Indostan—the
- most faithful of all the allies of the Company, and

paying the enormous revenue of nine hundred
thousand ;pounds annually, had, i defiance of jus-
tice, and n the face of the most solemn treaty, been
dispossessed of a country, containing upwards of

' three millions of attached subjects, and producing a.

revenue of nearly two millions sterling yearly, with
the alternative of resisting injustice and oppres-

sion by force of arms, or experiencing the fate of |
" ull those that have attempted to oppose the encroach-

ments of the Company’s governors abroad.” . Mr.,
Paull then moved for papers, which were. granted;
to him. - :
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Way in India.~Same day, Mr: Franeis, appre-
hensive probably that he should be forgotten, asked:
a question of the noble chairman -rela'tive to the
war in India,

Nabob of Oude~—28th June, 1805. -—Mr. Paull
moved for papers relative to-the Marquis Welles-
ley’s appointment of Mr. Henry Wellesley to the
lieutenant-governership of the ceded provinces,

‘with a splendid retinue and appointment. Mr.

Francis also spoke on other Indian topies. :

~ Jan. 27, 1806.—Mr. Paull moved for more pa-
pers, which were granted after a stout resistance
on the part of Sir Thomas Meicalfe, a Director.

In this debate, Mr. Witshed Keene cordially se-
conded the motion. - ¢ The house and the public
were much indebted he conceived, to the honour-
able mover.’

- Jan. 29th, 1806. ——-Mr Paull moved “fora copy
of the letter written by Mr. Dundas, now Lord
Melville, to the Chairman of the East'India_ Com-.
pany, dated 30th of J une, 1801.”” The letter was
ordered e

- Mr. Paull said, ¢ his ob_]ect for movmg f'or thls ’

l_etter, was to shew that Lord Melville: was so

 alarmed at-the then debt of fourteen millions, due

by the Company, as to recommend a plan to avoid:
consequences the most injurious. But,” says Mr.
Paull, * that debt is now increased to thirty mal-
lions, in the thirteenth year from the renewal of
their charter, WITHOUT ANY OF THE CONDI-

""’”Zummasm ER S
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TIONS AGREED UPON HAVING BEEN PERFORMEE ’

ON THEIR PARTS.'
Mr. Wallace defended the Company, and would

. prove, that wars had occas;oned thlS great mcrease

of debt."

Ist Feb. 1806.—Mr. Wallace moved for papers

to exculpate Marquis Wellesley, &c. &c.
. Mr. Paull expressed surprise that those papers

gxanted him, had not yet been presented by the

Board of Controul.

11th Feb. 1806 ——-Lord FolLestone alluded to the

motions of Mr. Paull, and moved ¢ for acecounts
of all the troops and cadets sent out since the year
1798.” o L
Mr. Paull moved ¢ for -an account of the specie
and bullion which had been exported to Indla since

- 17977

Mr. Speaker thought that he ought to have given

notice of such a motion ; it was wnhdxawn till the
next day. ‘

- Feb. 12th—On such ‘motion- being renewed,

. Mr. Vansittart < appealed to the ~candour of Mr.

Paull, whether he should not again pestpone the

- motion, as he knew that a right honourable friend" -

of his, was anxious to be present on that occa-
siomn.’ o

- Mr. Paull acqulesced and the motion was with-

drawn

Feb. 25th, 180( -—Aﬁ'azrs of India. -—-Mr Tmm

¢zs moved for certain accounts relative to the Pr_eﬁ

3
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sidency of Bombay. <« I well know,” says he,

< by long experience, that India, and every ques-
tion: connected with tt, has no attraction for Parlia-
ment; or for the public; and that now, as well as

"on all former occasions; I shall st{l have to* con-

tend with the impatience and disgust of a careless
and wnwilling audience®. - This alone, makes the

‘task too heavy for-me, and is more than ought to

be imposed ‘'on any individual, who has ‘luboured

“for twenty-two years to execute a most mvidious
‘as ‘well as important service, without reward, ov
“assistance; or even encouragement from any body.

T advise the house not to discourage the few who
‘may be disposed to investigate the affairs of India.

‘It is every ‘'day growmg more formidable to this

country ; and every thing that relates to our pos-

‘sessions in that quarter, imperiously. claims the

-attention’ of Parliament.” “And again, . no In-
‘dian budget, you will recollect, was produced in
the last session; and the noble Lord (Castle-
-teagh,) who then presided over the Board of Con-
‘troul, accounted for that omission, because that
‘the necessary documents were not arrived.” - o

- Mr. Hiley Addington said, * that having. Just
stepped into the seat of Lord Castlereagh, it would
be very convement if Mr. Franc1s would postpone
his motion.” ges

Mr Ckm les Grant < had doubts how far the in-

% The ¢ audience” ate reported to have been more attentwe m
1693.—How oddly thin gs are managed L
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troduction of such papers might be consistent with
the general interests of the Company.”
Same day, Mr. Paull moved for sundry papers
to prove the snsolvency of the Company. - He com-
menced as follows :— Sir, in 1783, India could
not be named without filling the benches of both

sides of this House; but I believe almost the fast -

time (in 1800) Lord Melville addressed ‘it on' the
affairs of - India, ke congratulated HIMSELF, that
-corcumstances were so changed, and the public
-&pinion, and that of the House so faz)oumble,v that
to its most important affairs, he could hardly bring
down suffficient members to form a House!! 1, Sir,
cannot possibly join in such congratulation ; for,
to such confidence, and to the system pursued for

twenty-three years past, 1 attribute the growth of

an ENEMY, more formidable to the happiness and
prospersty of Englcmd than the flotilla that me-
naces our shoves from the coast of France.” And
-again, ““it will not be considered the learst extra-

“ordinary of the circumstances of the present times,

that Lord Melville, who is how under impeachment

for a violation of -the law, a\pd a ‘high breach of
‘duty, should, in 1793, have - brought in'a biil for

the most important purposes, and drawn up with

~-a-care, precision, and' solemnity, proportionate to

the importance of the subject ; a bill; holding out

- great political, commercial, and financial advan-

tages; a bill to guard the happiness and prosperity
of 40 MILLIONS OF SUBJECTS, AND-TO CONTROUL.
AN EXPENDITURE OF UPWARDS OF 230 MIL-

f
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r.1oNs ;. and that, while he is under impeachment,
his act has been violated wn every section, except
one, -where ¢ the breach would have been more
honourable than the observance.” By the act of
1798, after the payment of the military and civil
establishment, the act enjoins that a sum, not less
than one million of pounds sterling annually, shall
be applied for commercial purposes, and remitted
to Great Britain to form a part of its national
awealth. Since 1798, no sum whatever has been
applied to commercial purposes, and the law has
been violated in this single instance, to-a sum
exceeding eight millions.”  And again, ‘ bullion
has been exported to the amount also of eight
sillions,. for the purpose of reducing the Com-
pany’s India debt, but no part of it has been
applied to that purpose.” ¢ The Company, by
the 111th section, were to divide 10 per cent.
per annum, effer such India debt was reduced to
two millions sterling ; this part of the act, AND
THIS ONLY, has been complied with; and I main-
tain. that this ought .only to have been the case,
had funds been. remitted from Indza from the
surplus revenues there., . : R
¢ Noow, Sir, no. such thmg has been l;he case.'
These dividends, Sir, to the amount of 600,0001.
yearly, have been paid from property provided in
India, with money bow'owed at -an enormous rate-of

‘Wnterest in the first mstance, saddledwith anenor mous

womnvission ‘in ‘the next, to the commercial servants
of -the ‘Company ; :and the savLEs of this property
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in Europe, (the 1NvEsTMEXNT, thus borrowed at
an interest exceeding 12 -per cent:, and 10 per

cent. commission) have, I am ready to substantiate, -

inwariably produced a.considerable loss.  But, Sir,
the payment of these dividends, for which the

~ public must ultimately be answerable, ought not to

have been paid from any funds except the profits

arising from investments provided with the surplus

revenues of India, and mo¢ payments from funds

Borrowed i India, and  which have tended to in-

crease: the debt to thirty millions, instead of two,

enjoined by the daw: all this. HAS BEEN.A VIOLA-

TION OF THE SAME, A HIGH BREACH OF DUTY,

and has tended, amongst other causes, and in no .

inconsiderable degree;-to produce the state of em~
barrassment so much to be_deplored, and tended,
not only to deprive the. public of ther Just,” but

- small participation ; but will, in-the: end, saddle
them with a debt, which never now- can be paid by~

the India Company, within- the . perlod of - their
charter.’ “And again.. After the payment of this
pr0v131onal dividend,  the law provides: that the
Company, in addition to the million of wealth to

be yearly imported- into Great Britain, which I

maintain can be consxdered in no other. hght than
‘as an income from an estate belonging to the nation;
the company stlpulates and agrees -to pay into his
‘Majesty’s exchequer, in half _yearly payments, as
profits or direct advantage, a porticipation of half
. million to _the publzc in -each year;- buts of o
fazlu&e takes place, it is to be carried as a balance

o

yi‘iﬂ-i.ﬁ: R~ S Sl g

( 97 )

to the succeeding year,and may be levied by a suit at
law, with a penalty of 15 per cent. for each failure.
No payment, Sir, has been made, I BELIEVE,
EXCEPT IN THE FIRST YEAR; and the balance
now due to the public, amounts to nearly SEVEN
MILLIONS STERLING, but Which, with  enterest
and penalty, would produce a sum sufficient to
pay off thirty-five millions of our national debt!
The 115th clause provides, that the surplus funds
of the Company shall be laid out in stock, until
the same shall amount to twelve millions, which
is to be placed, from time to time, in the Bank of
England, there to remain as a 'guarantee fund for
the amount of their capital stock ; and by the 116th

‘clause, the Bank of England are ordered and

?'eguired, to produce the amount of such stock, and
lay the same before both Houses of Parliament on
the 15th of February wm each year. -No SUCH

RETURNS HAVE BEEN MADE; and the public are

yet to learn, what stock has been pm‘cizased, and
whether or not the capital of the Company, on
the expiration of the charter,is to be without the
guarantee so solemnly stipulated for, by the act of
parliament ; and by the 121st section, it is ordered
and enjoined, that if the directors shall be unable
to make good such payments to the public, they

shall make representation of such inability to the

Chancellor of the Exchequer, or the Lords Com-

missioners, who are-impowered to issue an order, -

suspending such payments; but are required To

H
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COME WITHIN FOURTEEN DAYS TO PARLIA= Controul, it had, in fact, been confined, as the law
'MENT, AND PRODUCE SUCH REPRESENTATION | directed, to the cuwil and military gove-mmentand
AND ORDER, and thus obtain the sanction of ' revenues of India, §c.

parliament. Here again, Sir, THE LAW HAS BEEN i Lord Folkstone agreed substantially with Ml.
GROSSLY VIOLATED. Had such yearly repre- " Paull, and emphatically declared that, ¢ the act of
presentation 'been made, long ere this, I am satis- 1793 had been broken and violated.”  Mr. Francis,
fied, the House and the public would have found as usual, made a most able speech, replete with
i " themselves compelled to revise a. bargain, THUS further proofs of the Company’s embarrassments.
' RENDERED NUGATORY, VIOLATED, AND BROKEN Mr. Charles Grant (East India chairman) made a
i IN ALL ITs parTs.” He ‘proceeded to ¢ hope , Jong speech, and deprecated such INDEFINITE
i‘ﬂ " that gentlemen would not shut their eyes to con- . researches.  Mr. Secretary Foxr made an artful
i : viction, merely because the question is Indian, speech, but did, at this time, oppose the Indian in-
‘ji'f ‘ and because brought forward by a man, new to this -vestigation!  Lord Morpeth said, that the first
(} " House, and the public. The affairs of India must - year’s payment only of 500,000/. was a notoriety.

~

P

now force themselves on this House, however the’
evil hour may be delayed, and an attack on the
purses of the people of Great Britain, and ‘@

" certainty, that after a waste of much blood, and
much treasure, they will still be called upon,
perhaps to pay, CERTAINLY TO GUARANI‘EE, A
DEBT OF FORTY-FIVE MILLIONS.

Lord Castlereagh, from the 1mportant situation
"he had lately held, could not sit silent after such
observations.— As to the sending of bullion to
“India, in payment for its colonial produce, what-
ever prejudwe there might once have existed
"?agamst exporting bullion, in modern times it was
-considered as an article of commerce, which’ nght
be exported wzt/zozgt danger wn its conseguences.

« As to the superintendance of the Board of

ordered.

f . A 5

Mr. Alderman Princep < again thought it his duty

_to say, that some enquiry into Indian affairs, either

public or private, should speedily take place; for,

~as to the present system of revenues and resources,

he sdw nothing in it but delusion and deception,
highly dangerous in their continuance.”. : Mr.
Johnstone thought that the Company were not to

‘blame, as it was  their Jndian wars which oc-

casioned their embarrassments. Sir Hugh Inglis
(director) "said, ¢ that the non payments arose

from those wars, and also with France: all this,

not calculated on, at -the renewal of the charter.”
Mr. Hiley Addington, (chairman of the Board of

- Controul) wished  that Mr. Paull would withdraw

his motion for the papers. . They were however

Ho .
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Feb. 27th, 1806.—Lord Fol_lcstone«moved', “ that

there be laid before this- House, a list -of all
pensions payable by the East India Company, and
a return of all sums of money granted, by way of
gratuity, by the Court of Directors to 'individuals.
from the year 1793 up to the present time,
specifying the services and considerations for which
such pensions and glatultxes have. been glven and
granted accordingly.” . ~

The Speaker and Mr. Perceval objected, because
that no notice had been glven. The motlon ‘was
however carried. e ’

Feb. QSth, 1806. —-Mr ﬂlderman Przncep, with
a view to ascertain the proportions of our Indian
and China commerce, ¢ moved for returns of thé
exports, including the bullwn, since 1st March
1798.”  Ordered. '

In this debate Sir Thomas Metca{f declared, "

¢ that Mr. Francis might boast as he pleased, but
he had never considered him as the Company’s
friend,” &c. ¢ As to the allegation of reserve in
the Court of Directors, they were, by their oath,
- precluded  from presenting any one paper without
“the consent of the Board of Controul.

March 3d, 1806.—Mr. Huddlestone (a du‘ectox)
wanted to get rid of the motion -relative to the

-account of bullion exported. He declared, that

the evils which now oppressed the Company, were
“not zmputable to the directors. : :
Marck 5tk 1806 -—’\Ir Paull on m0vmg for

ir
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further papers, was asked by Lord Temple and Mr.,
H. Addington, how soon he meant to brmg forward

- his charges; &c.?

- March 10th, 1806 -——On the motion of Mr.
Johnstone for papers, Mr. Secretary Foxr made
another subtile speech, which was cheered by Mr.
H. Addlngton, Mr. Charles Grant, Mr., Huddle-

vThe ‘papers were
-ordered. '

- March IOth 1806 --Mr Jolmetone moved fm

; certam_ letters,. &c. relative to Lord Cornwallis and

Sir Geeorge Barlow ; and they were, after a most
important debate, ordered withouta division. =Mr,
J. said that, ¢ it was full time for parliament to
lay down. some Sived principle, and he hoped the

. Right Hon. Secretary Foz, would consent to the

papers moved. for, and would, in practice, pursue
those principles which he had so often professed on
Indianaffairs. He thought that government should
now declare the precise plan on which they meant
that India should be governed i in future,” &c. Mr.
Fozsaid, “heshouldnot oppose themotion. Hestill
entertained the same sentiments relative. to India.

-He had supported the resolutions on which the

act of 1793 was founded. , By that act a Board of
Controul was appointed, and its conduct had been
prazseworthy. - Under all circumstances, he did not
think that, the government were Iegit}mate]y called
upon to alter the policy of Indian controul.”” Mr.
Charles Grant reprobated the Asiatic conduct of

\
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Marquis Wellesley. Mr. P. Francis, as usual, g'av“é
amost luminous, yet awful, description of Indian
affairs; and in quoting Lord Cornwallis’s letter
to the directors, 9th August 1805, it appeared, that
the successor of the Marquis Wellesley found;
< that unless somme very speedy measures were taken,
it would be impossible to meet the contingency
of war; that the most ‘burthensome part of "the
expenditure was 60,000{. per month, te wuseless
irregular troops; at this period, your regular
troops are but little short of five months, and many
* of -your public departments, on which any move-
ment of your armies depends, STILL MORE IN
ARREARS OF PAY; we complain,” says Mr.
Francis, « of state secrets being divulged; now
Sir, I remain to be convinced, that, out of Calcutta,
and above the rank of a Banian, there exists &
Hindoo, a Mahommedan, or a Mahratta, who ever
did or could read, I -belicve I might safely add,
WHO EVER HEARD OF AN ENGLISH NEWS-
pAPER!!”  And again, ¢ as long as | have a seat.
in parliament, I shall watch and take care, to the

utmost of my power, to prevent the Jinances of

Britain, from being ruined by those of India. 1

have now passed more than thirty . years in en-

deavouring to support the lawful authority of the
Eadt India Company over their -nominal- servants
abroad ; to guard thexr rlghts, and to protect their
property from ruin. I have laboured to preserve

'the peace of lndla, and to shelter the native
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princes OF THAT UNFORTUNATE COUXTRY, from

injustice, conquest, and oppression. 1IN THE EXE-

CUTION OF THESE LABOURS, | CONFESS I HAVE
HAD NO SUCCESS, NOR SCARCE A GOOD WORD
FROM ANY MAN: the only duty that is now left
me, the only chance I yet have of Dbeing useful,
either to this.country, or even to the Indian Com-
pany, is to protect ILmgland, not against the
Cmnpany,‘BUT AGAINST INDTA AND I1TS GO-
VERNMENT.” |

. March 11th,. 1806 —-Lord Os.sulston greatly dls-
tinguished hlmself in a motion for papers relative
to the Company’s debt. .

Lord Temple urged Mr. Paull to brmg fo: ward
his motions relative to the Marquis Wellesley. -

‘Mr. Paull, in a. mpst perspicuous speech,» ac- -

cused the Marquis of ¢ high crimes and misde-

‘meanorsﬂg" and moved for. papers, which were

* ordered.

- March 14tk 1806 ——Mr Alderman Prmcep, f’or

‘ the purpose of giving the public pOSbeSSIOI} of a

fact < of the highest national importance,”” moved,

¢.that there be laid before the House, lists of all -

ships and  vessels navigating. under Portu«mesé or
other European colours, and American, which
have entered inwards and cleared outwards, from

~ the ports of Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, Colombo,

Surat, and Prince of Wales’s Island, and the

subordinate custom houses thereof from the ofﬁmal :
-year 1800—1, inclusive, to the latest period res
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ceived ; together with their tonnage, and the falue’
of their respective cargoes, so far ‘as the same can

be made out; also of all British shipping, not
chartered in Europe, which have cleared out from
‘those ports for London during the same period.”
¢« Upon  considering this return,” he said, it
would be seen what return was made to Great
Britain, for the prICE she ‘has paid for the
PURCHASE of our Indian territory ; for the expense
incurred in maintaining it, and for the anxiety
generally existing with respect to its concerns.
The fact was, the British share of Indian com-
merce was a very inadequate recompense for the
~ quantity of . populairon and wealth which Great
: Brltaln was ANNUALLY in the habit of EXPENDING
FOR THE SUPPORT OF OUR DOMINIONS IN
inDiA. ForEiGNERS enjoyed a share of this
trade, which, compared with our .own, the .Coma
pany and private traders included, BORE A PRO-
PORTION OF NOT LESS, HE WAS CERTAIN, THAN
THREE T0 ONE.”” ¢ By treaty,” says he, ¢ some
(the United States) enjoyed the right of tr affic with
our territory, and some, possessed territories of
their own. - With all this, he .did not wish to

interfere. Yet, from whence came the capital dis~
posed of in India by the AMERICANS and OTHER

traders? According to the statement, handed to
- him by an uninterested gentleman just returned

from India, he found that in the harbour of Cal-

* cutta alone, there were in 1800—1, no less than
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96 American vessels, in 1802—3, 32 ditto, in
1803—4, 27 ditto, and in the last year 29, together
with 10 Portuguese, 2 Danish, and 1 Swedish.
This was evidently: a most inordinate proportion
of the India trade.. But the walue of this.com-
merce‘might'be estimated from this circumstance,
that in 1804, the sum péid, for only sz articles of
commerce at Calcutta alone, amounted to no less
than three millions sterling.

« The bullion imported into Bengal by those
neutrals, during the. four last years, (exclusive of
that laid out by the East India Company) exceeded
nineteen millions of dollars, and their importations
of goods, of last year alone, amounted Zo 5,300,0007.
sterling. ~He was induced to bring this matter .
forward, solely from public motives, and not at all
with a view to urge the prwate traders to press
their complaints at. present.”” ~Mr. Francis se-
conded the ‘motion in an important speech,
Amongst other things, ¢ I hold it, Sir, impossible

~ forsuch a trade to exist, without a constant balance

n specie, more or less being actually paid by the
European merchant for Indian produce or manu-

Sfactures, - In addition to the Hon. Alderman’s

statement of bullion imported there, we know that
within a very few late years, the India Company
have poured into Bengal and the other presidencies,

-a supply of specze, not far short qf seven or ezgkt
~ millions sterling.”’

# But, says he, “ina terrltory Whose revenue
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exceeds fifteen millions sterling, with all this im-~
mense influx of foreign specie, how does it happen
that there is no circulation of specie in Calcutta,
or in any of the Company’s other presidencies or
settlements? No, not a rupee. The only medium
of circulation in all those principal places at least,
iy paper, and that of -the worst quality, and most
* injurious to the government; viz. company’s notes,
or bonds, or securities; thenameis immaterial, with
a hedvy interest, convertible at short intervals inéo

capital””  And again, ¢ does this specie and this-

merchandise, thus imported, actually belong to.such
neutral flag, not only to the exclusion of British
private traders, but even, in a considerable degree,
of our chartered company ? Is it a question to be
thought of wath indefference, whether our own West
India Islands shall be supplied with the manu-
factures of our own Bengal, AS IN FACT THEY
'ARE, BY AMERICAN CARRIERS ? Is that immense
carrying trade to be taken from the INDUSTRY
and NAvVIGATION of GREAT BRITAIN, and made
over. toSweden, Denmark, and America? 1 savy
vOU MUST CORRECT YOUR INSTITUTIONS, IF
THAT BE THE EFFECT oF THEM. Againl ask,
with what capital, ‘with whase money, do these
foreigners conduct this trade, to and fro, with our
proper settlements and. colonies? Is it their own,
or is it Britesh property ? If it be the latter, as £

 suspect it 15, for the most paﬂ, why should we_

transfer the use of such a capital, and the profits

N N
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of such a trade to foreign carriers? Is it RATIONAL

that Brrraix should bear the whole expence and
burthen of these distant settlements, and that the _
only return they can make us should be 1N-
GROSSED BY STRANGERS? Another question,

- WHERE, IN FACT, ARE THESE FOREIGN CARGOES,

WHICH ARE DESTINED FOR EUROPE, DISPOSED
or? not in poor Sweden, Denmark, Holland, or
desolated Germany ; THEIR REAL MARKET IS IN

THE BRITISH ISLES.” -

Mr. Charles Grant, amongst other very impor-
tant observations said, that the question between
the company and individuals, as it relates to trade,
would some day resolve itself into this, “ mow

FAR BRITISH INDIVIDUALS SHOULD PARTAKE
" WITH THE CHARTERED COMPANY IN THEIR

coMMERCE.”  Whenever we are at war, all the
neutral nations of Europeand America, must carry
on the Indian trade with more advaniage than
either the Company or the individuals of this

country can. - They save war-insurance, they
navigate cheaper, and they sail at the most con-

venient times. - The AMERICAN_S, undoubtedly,
avail ‘themselves of this state of things, and in a
way contrary to the letter and spivit of ihe itreaty

~of commerce and amity made with them in 1794.
By that treaty, they were -allowed A DIRECT

TRADE BETWEEN OUR SETTLEMENTS IN INDIA
AND THEIR OWN PORTS IN AMERICA. They
now carry. on @ . crrcuitous trade between- India

7
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and foreign Europe, in violation of that treaty, and

they even suppl ly our own colomes with Indian com-
modities.”’

Mr. Seeretary Fox * had some doubts upon the
subject. At this moment negociations were going
on with the United States of America. Such
states had had a representation respecting their
having abused the treaty of 1794.

Mr. Princep, in reply, said, that to the posmon
of the honourable chairman Mr. Grant, that dur-
ing war, not even the indtviduals of this country
would be enabled to cope with foreigners ; he hap-
pily entertained a more cheering confidence : ezpe-

* rience had taught him that raw iatersals, produce

of various kinds, and coarser commodities than the
assoriments in which the company traded, though
more bulky, and therefore more bemeficial to the
s'upport of our carrying trade ; that those very arti-
cles, in which foreigners now dealt almost exclu-

swely, might be brought home by British twders,

IN THEIR OWN SMALLER-SIZED AND CHEAPER¢
EQUIPPED VESSELS, WITH CONSIDERABLE PRO-
FIT TO THE TRADER, AND TO THE GREAT AD-
VANTAGE OF THE REVENUES OF THIS COUNTRY,
A sufficient supply of the raw instead of the
MANUFACTURED material, would accelerate the
period which he saw approaching, when the natives

of India shall be supplied with cloth* made here of

* See the author’s remarks on this article :—He can prove
these assertions at the bar of a House of Parliament.
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their own cotton, leaving to the mother country all

the profits of freight, agency, commission, insur-

ance; and manufacture. All these, and many
other beneficial results, would follow an extension
of the privileges of the private trader, if mo time
was lost in taking up the question to which his
motion tendéd ; but he should bow to the high
authority of my Lord Peity, and the treasury bench,
‘and withdraw his motion. The honourable direc-
tor, however, (Mr. Grant) declining to bring for-
ward such papers as he (Mr. G.) admitted would
have attained his ultimate object, he must says,
shewed a dzsposztwn to blink the question.” .

Lord Castlereagh  was of opinion that a com~
mercial question of such magnitude and impor-
tance to the interests of India, and of this country,

- should not be brought before the House on any

partial statements. But he deprecated all discus-
sion on matters which were the subject: of negoci-
ation with dmerica. He wished such ‘points to,
be left to his maJesty s ministers i the most com-
pvekenswe manner. . Had he remained longer in
the office of the Board of Controul, he had mtended
to- have camed mto effect, the annual exposure of
the Indian exports and 1mports. _Mr. Prmcep
w1thdrew his motion.

17th March.—Mr. Paull complamed that the

papers, ordered on the 96th of Tanuary, were not
yet on the table. ‘

e e S e e BATTTET




(110 )

Several apologies by Mr. Wallace, Lord Castle-
ﬂeagk and Mr. H. Addington, and also by a Mr.
- Kerr, who reprobated the practice of moving for
_papers of such magnitude, under pretence of cri-
minating Marquis Wellesley.

Mr. Paull, in another able speech, moved for
further papers, which, with the amendment of
Mr. H. Addington, ¢ so far as these various docu-
ments may be dlsclosed without prejudice to the
public service,”” were ordered. But in this debate
“great discoveries were made relative to the actual
design of the parllamentaly leaders.

19¢h March, 1806.—Mr. H. Addington (chau—
man of the Board of Controul), moved ¢ that a cer-
tain order already agreed upon for the production
of papers relative to the Rajah of Bhurtpoore,
should only extend to such as may be dlsclosed

« without prejudice to the public service”” This

motmn produced such opposition from Mr. Francis.

and others, that it was withdrawn.
31st March, 1806. House of Lords.—Upon a
motion of Lord Holland’s relative to the Ameri-
‘can intercourse with the West Indies, the Duke
 of Montrose complained, ¢ that such intercourse
gave the Ameucans additional facilities to zmport
_ snto our colonzes the produce of the East Indies, at a
' low rate, thereby excluding the merchants of this

country from a bergﬁcml source of. trade But

neither the Lords Grenwille nor Holland, who
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followed alluded to th1s observation of the noble
duke.

'16th April, 1806. Debts of the Nabob of Ar-
cot.—Mr. Francis made a motion relative to ‘the.

debts due to that nabob. In this very intelligent

speech, Mr. F. lamented the absence of Mr. Wm.
Smith, member for Norwich, but especially of
Mr. Sheridan, ¢ the now treasurer of the navy, so
well informed on Indian affairs.” ¢ Surely,” says
Mr. F. < the wolcano of that gentleman’s genius
could not yet be burned out?’ Mr. Paull se-
conded the motion. L
Mr. H. Addington (Board of Controul) was

"GLAD that Mr. Francis, notwithstanding his reso-
- lution, still persevered in mvestwatmg Indlan
affairs. |

18th April, 1806 -—-—Mr Paull complamed that

certain papers were not yet produced ; and Mr. H.

vAddmg ¢on and Mr. C. Gmnt promlsed them forth-
with. \
Sir 4. I’Vellesley desired' to know the nature of

“the charge which Mr. Paull intended to make

against his brother the marquis. Mr. Paull ex-

~ plained it ; and on' moving for further papers, he

found the tone of Mr. Witshead Keene somewhat

‘changed. ¢ It was impossible,” says the latter,

¢ but a governor general of such an immense em-

~pire as India, might be obliged, in some 'cases, to
“vIOLATE the strict letter of the law, and yet de-
‘serve the thanks of his country.” - Mr. Francis,
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amongst other things, remarked, ¢ that he might;
like Mr. Slzerzdan, find it his duty to be absent on
Indian business, when it was his duty to be pre-
sent.” Note, called to order by the chair. Mr.
Secretary Fox, in his usual OFFICIAL style, spoke

generally, but evidently displayed his aversion to

this great research into Indian-affairs. Mr. Wm.

- Smith rose to declare, that he should have attended

the preceding discussion; if he had not been en-
gaged in ascertaining the opinions of the right hon.
Mr. Sheridan ; but that they both would, in fu-
ture, attend.

21st April, 1806. -—Lord 4. Hamzlton moved for

papers relative to the administration of Marquis

Wellesley, but negatived by the previous question,

- moved by Mr. Secretary Fox, 121 to 27. Amongst
the former were Lord H. Petty, Lord Temple,

Mr. Sheridan, Mr. H. Addington, Lord Castle-
reagh, &c. Mr. Wm. Smith, although he would
not oppose the mtroductlon of the papers, yet la-

mented that the dzﬁicultzes qf manesters. should be

increased, and theu minds DISTRACTED by any
Indian questions.”

29d April, 1806.—Mr. Paull, at a , late hour,
‘brought forward his first charge against Marquis
“Wellesley. His speech was completely persua-
sive; but the speaker apprehended that the fram-

ing of his motion was irregular ; Mr. Paull, how-

ever, moved that such charge ¢ should be taken
mto conmder'mon that day three weeks. The

TR
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speaker enquired, who seconded the motion? Af-

~ ter a long pause, ‘and’ cheering from Lord Temple,

‘Mr. H. Addington, &c.. Mr. Paull observed, that

¢«¢ gy the noble lord to whom he had before alluded,

(Lorp ForkstonE) had been in the House, he
should not have wanted a seconder!!” Another
pause took place, when Sir Wm. Geary rose.and
seconded it, ¢ not that he conceived the noble

~ marquis guzlty, but that the accuser should have "

~ an-opportunity of proving such serious charges.”’
Mr. Secretary Foz * understood that the honour-
able member had not decuments to support his

charge. He had named a day, however ; if then he
were not able to substantiate them, ke would ﬁnd

- himself in a very unpleasant, and in avery aukward

situation. The honourable gentleman was to
judge for himself. HEe wouLD RECOLLECT THAT

HE PROCEEDED AT HIis PERIL; and if he had:
at present, no documents to support his charge, he

should -lose no time in moving for them.” Mr.

Paull said that he held the list in his hand, and

should that. evening move for them, Mr. Robert

Thornton (a director) reprobated. the conduct of
" Mr. Paull, - Lord Temple hoped that Mr. Paull
¢ would, in a manly way, RETRACT his opinions of .

the conduct of the noble’marquis.” Mr. Garrow’s

maiden speech was admirably adapted to silence all

enquiry; so were those of Mr. Sheridan, Mr.
Grant, Mr. W. Pole, (who was now. delighted that

~Mr. Paull « apueared in a tangible shape,” ) and




( 114 )

‘Mr. Percéval, &é. &e. Mr. Sheridan, indeed, ex~

culpated ‘himself from - inconsistency; by saying;
that his anathemas were against the Caernatic wer,
not one word, against the nodle marquis. Mr.:S.

also hihtedvthatf the opposition -of Mr. Francis

arose chiefly from disappointment, in pot having
another Indian ‘appointment. -Mr. S. then moved
the House to rescind the order for printing the
first charge against the noble marquis.

93d April, 1806.—Mr. Sheridan, after a most
severe and critical allusion to the manner in which
Mr. Paull had brought  forward his charges,

moved, that ¢ the order made yesterday\f;)r print-

ing the article of charge of high crimes an{ misde-

'meatiors against Marquis Wellesley, Vbe - dis-

charged.”> M. Wn. Smith said, ¢ he had no op-
position to the motion of his right honourable

friend ; he thought those charges should not ap-

péar" before ‘the public, because, as yet, there ape
peared 110 évidence to support them, and it was
but j‘usticé to the character of the noble marquis,

" to withhold from - the public, aspersions upon it,
; . . , cu 39 .

until there was some evidence to supportits: and

- again, ¢ if Mr. Paul undertook this business with-

out any assistance, his conduct is very impolifzﬂ'c
‘and rash; ‘yet, he might have been treated with
kindness,” aml not as tn the manner of which I was
unfmtunately' a»spectatm"’-—,-'(alltjd‘ing to the: cheefj
ing of Lord Temple, &c.) The question was then
putand caried. oo

-

. o 1ns ) |
- ~98th April, 1806.~~Mr. Paull moved the print-
ing of his first charge. In this able speech he says,
* has' the Marhatta war ever yet been justified ?
Has the noble marquis ever yet' been exonerated
from the breach ‘of the laws of his country? Has
any man desired Mr. Franeis to retract his opinions,
promulgated in this House, and in printed pam-
phlets; with the name of the author? = Yes, the
crimes committed in the Carnatic, and the charges
of Mr. Francis and Mr. Sheridan are allowed to
pass unrefuted, undattempted to be comtradicted.’.

- Mr. Paull-quoted a letter from the Marquis Wel-
lesley to the supercargoes at China, dated Bengal,

Feb. 11, 1800 :—¢ Unless early relief be afforded

- to 'frheﬁﬂ'a‘hces of India, by a large supply of' bul-

Zion, the public credit will suffer. The invest-
ment in India, for the present year, must-be re-
duced to a low scale, and 1 entertain the most
serious apprehensions, - that- I may not be able to

‘provide the necessary means of exertin against

the common enemy.” * In consequenck of this
representation,” continued Mr. Paull, ¢ he ob-

* - tained from the supercargoes‘l%,OOOl: at an ex-

pence to the company of upwards of 12,0007. and
which, instead of retaining for the defence of India,
he squandered in the shameful manner stated in
the charge.”” . He'then gave a comparison of the
situation of India in the first administration of
Lord Cornwallis.—< At the moment of his second
arrival in India, the Indiap debt exceeded 31 mil-
B |
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lions, and’5 more would be wanted for the follow-
ing year. - Lord Cornwallis then was obliged to

seize upon the TREASURE destined for China, to
recruit an empty treasury, to meet loans all over
the country, and at war with Holkar, and threat-
ened with a conspiracy o driveus out of the Penin-
sula.’ Andagain, «if [had met with the wonted
lenity and liberality of this House, 1 should have
been spared much trouble, and you the scene it.
witnessed -on Tu,esday last; but I have escaped

~unhurt, and perhaps others may. hereafter ( the
_accused nobleman certainly) have qcca’sion to la-

ment. the proceedings upon that occasion. TrE

_ sHouTs of the noble lord (Loro TEMPLE) on that

evening, in cordial cry with the right honourable

~ member of the Board of Controul (Mr. H. Ap-

DINGTION) in consequence of ‘a pause that will be

. long remembered, will, if I mistake not'the character

of the English nation, be turned, though they may
not confess it, fo the grief and bitterest sorrow of
both - at least, they will be taught Nox.TO SHOUT
OUNTIL THE ENEMY HAVE.FLED,—UNTIL THE
BATTLE IS DECIDED.” .~ - . & o =
99th April, 1806.—Mr. Meheuz, from the India

Board, presented certain papers; and on. Mr. .'

Paull’s. making some observation on their quan-
tity, &c. he was called to order ; on which he com-
plained that he was the only person so strictly at«
“tended to. | e
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The subsequent proceedings (to the present
moment, Sept. 1811), are of a similar tendency.
The India opponents, in the Houses of Par--

~ liament, pretendt to discover complete ruin in
the Company’s affairs, whilst the Board of

: Cd’ntroul, and Directors, repel the attacks, and-
present glowing and vexhi]aratin'g prospects.
Al this, however, becomes immatenial to the

- question, of ¢ a free and open trade for all

~ his Majesty’s subjects.”
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" OBSERVATIONS, §c.

WHATEVER might have been my reluctance,
or doubt, before I resolved to investigate theac-
tual state of the honourable East India Company’s
oriental connection, my mind is relieved, and my
confidence is established, upon the re-perusal of
the preceding volume of data. Bigotted, or pre-
judiced, indeed, must that person be, who, after
its deliberate examination, is not only a complete

‘convert to the absolute necessity of regenerating

this gigantic mass of medley “oriental domination
and commerce, but is become even, an active ad-

~ vocate for an OPEN TRADE to the vast and various

regions beyond the Cape of Bona Esperanza.
- In ordinary, and in more contemplative times,
such convictive evidence would, of itself, urge

- good citizens forward, to boldly descry, as their -

fancy would lead them, the specific path to that
expansive field, which is thus, after a long - im-
pervious labyrinth, presented to the -aggregate of
national enterprise. - But, confidence must be the

“handmaid of discretion ; it ‘is a monstrous excre-

scence on the body politic, which is to be remo-,

wved; and an injudicious cautery might produce

an aggravation of evil.
Thﬁ hablts also of 211 years must be respected




{ 122 1}

The power, public and secret ; the interests of that ".
extensive body, which either in its foreign or do-
mestic meanders has, as it were, almost natural-

ized this political Zusus nature—this encroachment
upon the first rights of every people :—all these
we will regard. A due reverence must be also
paid to the institutions, however obtained, or new
Obvmu;ly unwise, of our ancestors. And this, . of
itself, would have resolved me to dilate on the

-preeedmg data; never forgetting that, whether

such obnoxious institutions were through the arts
of deception, or of corruption, there were {wo par-

ties concerned ; the donor, a government, ignorant

or wicked, and wncontrolled in its acts, by a sla-
vish, ora 'dég'énerated people ; and there was also
a SOldld, or a base recerver. - ' :

_For the sake of perspicuity, rather than for the
display of any pedantic conceits; I shall preface

‘the subject by a superficial view of our. commer<

cial system from the earliest times, and under the

_ following heads; premxsmg, as the grand. commer-
cial prmmple, a priors; of all ratmnal and civil go-

‘vernment, - that the general eontrzbutwn to the

public expenditure entitles every mdwzdual to aI}.:
the advantages of the state, to the extent of hxs .

mental, or his physwal powers.””.
-Wh'lt was our commercial scheme befm‘e WxL-
- ham the Colrxquieror> NOTRY
From that period to the reign. of Ehzabeth ?
K rom Elizabeth to’ W}Iham I1I.3 .
" Trom Wllham II1. to the pxesent tlme >
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Be;fore tlze tinte of W allzam I

From the earhest accounts of this, and ‘almost
of all countries, we discern, that, from the ori-
ginal tribes, or hordes, to the conquest by Wil-
liam 1. the chief or king was selected in conse-
quence of some traits of valour, or of supeuor
judgment ; v‘and that, with few exceptions, ALL
were consulted in general business, either in their

'folk'm()tes; Whére' even sheriffs of coﬁnt:ie‘s"w'ére
elected *, or, in that more deliberative, and select

body, aptly denominated a Witenagemote. In
those times, exclusive privileges would have been

;mpossxb]e, unless, indeed, granted for some sig-

nal service to the commonwealth. * To justly : ap-
preciate the actual advantages of that epoch, it

'would be necessaly to be better a(‘quamted w1th

#* The. pebple santient r:ght, in: EdWard the Confessor’s time,’
. or before,: was in their Folkmotes, to choose an Heretoke. (a bae
ToN, Or person of quahty,) in_ every county, in .the nature ofa
'C'\ptam, who had the power of the county and militia in every. _
shire. ¢¢ Sicut et mce comzz‘ates promnczm um et comitatum elzgz de- .

bent per singulos comitates in pleno Solkmoto,” as ‘shétiffs of provitices
and counties ought to be chosen in every country. - This ob~

~tained, until violated. by  Henry 1II. although: then resisted by

force: on the part of the people. . This, power was, however,

© again conﬁrmed to them by the act of Edward I. ch. 8and 13,

“ borasmuch as the ng has’ granted the election of shenﬁ's to

the commons of the shire, where such are ‘not of fee, &c And‘

aanm, by the 12th of Edward II1. :
SR k ~ Lambard’s Arc/mzon, P 35. de Her e!ockzes.
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the wise institutions in the times of Arthur, Al-
fred, or of Edward the Confessor. - The common

law of this land, hewever, which s ahnost unex-

cepnonably founded on the soundest powers of

reason, will be a. lasting and splendid memorial of .
‘ the_wlksdpm of those men, who inhabited our soil

before thé (;onquest of William I.

I'tom that perzod to the reign qf Ehzabetiz. .

With the Conqueyor came feedal tenures, and.

a ;mmﬁcatlon of arbitrary government, through an
host of petty kings, under the denomination of Ba«

rons. These, ’tis true, did homage to the King,

of whom they held their lands, i ecapite: but the

mass of the people became slaves; held not an.
hide of land ; ;. and were obliged to obey the orders.

of thelr local chlef It was of little consequence

whether the Prince, or their task masters, the ba-

rons, were predominant ;. their-situation continued
deplorable. * It is true, that as they suffered by the
arbitrary sway of the Monarch, their aid to the
barons generally conveyed chast1sement, or over-
throw, to the tyrant; -yet it-cannot. be dlsgulsed

the mass of the people were neither designed to be,
nor were they, substantially benefited by any of
the revolutions, until the reign of Henry VII.—
Even the boasted charter of Runnymeade was not
dictated for the people’s weal ; and, but for Henry.
VII., it is doubtful whether a single monareh, or
a single baron, would have been found for many a
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'century, magnanimous enough to display the de-’
- scendants of Alfred, and of Edward the Confessor;
“once more within the pale of rational society.

‘Henry VIIL. however, soon found, ‘that, unless
he could give a free representation in parliament,
(which his mind was not, perhaps, prepared for,)

and by such liberality throw himself on the po-
pularity of the nation, he had no chance of secur-

ing his usurpation, but by suffering the barons to

alienate their immense property, and by encou-
~ Taging a spmt of t;ade, and even of foreagvz'

commerce. : : o
These measures also tended to 1ep1emsh hlS cof-

" fers, and rendered him independent of the assist-

ance of his sturdy and overgrown barons. This
prince was alike politic and avaricious. There is
little doubt, but, if Columbus could have ren-
dered him a‘ pecuniary consideration, Ferdinand

~and Isabella of Spain would not have had the ho«

nour of that nawgator s discoveries.

From the conquest to this reign, none can have
certain data, from whence to ascertain what were
‘the efforts made to ‘expand the arts, and to en-
large the commercial sphere ; for no parliamentary

- records are published. 'We must, therefore, await -
‘the unfolding of the rolls of their precarious par-
- Giaments, (such as they were,} of other state papers,

or of rare memoirs, carefully entombed in - the ar-

“'chives of the nation, or in those of priva,te"life,3.~—
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But, it may be safely asserted, that the advance of

the million, towards the threshold of knawledge
and of rank, was precarious and forbidding.

- It appears, however, -that by the gifts which ac-
crued to the Crown, from the charters granted to
the trading companies of the metropolis, and to
the provincial trading towns, that the whole was a
system of exrclusive privilege. The local trade,
whether it were London, or an obscure chartered
- borough, was regulated by the mayor of a corpo-
ration, or the warden of a company.. All'who
‘could not subsist under the chilling hand of domi-
neering and partial agriculture, sought the protec-

tion of these municipal sanctuaries before they

could exercise any trade or ingenuity. . Thus,
then, cities and towns sprang up from the emi-
- grations of the village and the hamlet. - But these
hives of industry were not permitted to make hasty
strides in the arts: this would have approvimated

them to the equestrian order. No: these munij- -

-cipal charters and privileges were ncessantly . re-

manded and repurchased; sometimes under the
pretext of war, or forfeiture ; or, as in those of the

country, ** they had not amply lodged and. sus-
- tained the armed forces of the state:’” for, in those
times, the military, as well as civil expences of
the government, were arbitrarily collected, and
every lucrative situation was sold and mortgaged,
rather than that the mass of the Monarch’s subjects
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should, through the medium. of a virtual represen~
ation, emerge from' slavery, from penury, and

~ from ignorance !

- Thus much: for our internal commerce, gene-
rally speaking.  Our exfernal relations were but
on a slender scale. : g

‘The original staple of tin was echpsed at least.
by its successor—of wool. = Yet such were the im~
provident measures of the government, that ‘this
grand appendage to the production of Cornwall

~was almost wholly exported, and the woollen gar-

ments of the island were actually manufactured in
the Low Countries, in Germeny, and in France.
This ruinous policy generally obtained, until the
expulsion and arrival of the Flammands. These
established that great branch, the woollen manu-

factory, in the Wilds (Wealds) of Kent, and of

Sussex. After a series of years, the lower price
of labout transferred it into the Western counties ; ;

_and, ultimately, Huddersfield, and the West Rid-

ing of Yorkshire, presented themselves, and di-
vided- the toils of that new staple, as we witness
at the present day. ST

~The silk manufacture had, mdeed at an earller‘
period, attained a great perfection, chiefly through
-the persecutions. of Lombardy, the Pais de Vaud,
the Grisons, and that in Languedoc. It dis-
pensed great internal consolation, and presented
the most enviable - prospects;. but, in the se-
quel, was improvidently blighted, by the shameful
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privileges which the East India Company pos-
sessed, and began to exercise, from the early part
of the reign of James the First.

“T have already stated, that Henry VII was the

first who granted foreign roving commissions. The
« Merchants Adventurers,”” and the ¢ Greenland

Company,” indeed, had been previously and long

established ; ‘but the boon for such exclusive char«

“ters having been only found among the rich citi-

zens of the London chartered companies, and who
therefore engrossed 8-10ths of the kingdom’s trade,

* - those two company’s ulterior operations most -

seriously tended to contract, rather than to expand,
the industry of the natives; and, as a proof, it

 is ascertained by the preceding state extracts, that

in the time of Edw. I1L. before the establishment

-of the former there were greater exportations of

¢loths, even than in that of James 1. or at.a later
;ieriod : and, in this latter reign, it was deemed a

- sufficient satisfaction to the injured pretensions of

Hull and of York, that they should actually par-

ticipate in the Greenland trade, with London, in

the paltry amount of 500 tons of shipping..
- Having thus descanted generally on the situa-

tion of our commercial relations, during a period

of usurpation, of war, and of violence, and from
which the philanthropist will gladly retire, I shall
briefly remark, that-in the reign of Philip -and

' Mary, the observer is attracted towards judicious
.'attempts in the Commons to promote the welfare
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of society, (see Part* L.)s but they were stiﬂed by:
the hand of power. '« oo j zﬁ T

e

From Elzzabeth to t/ze tzme of Wzll:,am III

In Elizabeth, we have to investigate the conduct.

. of a profound woman. - Like her predecessor, and
her father Henry VIII. she knew that a tfree par-

liament, and an unrestrained commerce, would be:
incompatible with her scheme of arbitrary sway..
Yet, such was the force of national habit, and sti-
mulated likewise, by the commercial enterprise of
the low countries, and of Holland, it was not pos-
sible for her to avoid every plausible encourage-'
ment to. national industry. ‘Thus were her visits
to her manufacturing towns periodical ; but after |
a long and dark reign:of hypocrisy and of misery ;
after she had recruited her coffers, or enriched her
minions with the douceurs of privileged compa-
nies, she appears, by her « golden’’ and last speech,

‘to have relented of so shameful a' prostitution of

the public weal.. If I could, in compassion to her "

- memory, . somewhat extenuate her main commer-
‘ cial action,—the'exclusive charter to the East India

Lo~pox merchants,—1 would hope that she had
some. conscientious motive.. She had periodically
surveyed the cheerfil weaver’s abode; her mind
might feel true contrition for her manifold acts of
arbitrary sway, her c'on‘tempt of parliaments, her
unpardonable (as man speaks) conduct towards
her less fortunate sister queen, her reflections (see
K
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‘her “golden’”. speech) wupon the great day: of -ac-

count !—all this, and perhaps the lure of a present
to some deserving favourlte, an Essex or a Leicess

,_ter, mmht hawve induced her to- omnt this exclusive

advantage for 15 years ; and: also taking fairly into
consideration: the P:ROF~ESSIONSt of riETY, which
have in aLs timesdistinguished PRINCES, it may not

be too much: to say;, that, asin.the original grant to:

the «“ merchants adventurers,”” her.main stimulus:
to this great oriental ultra-marine; might be & wish
to enlighten. the gentiles, and to be-thie glory: of that
chyistian faith which her infamous father had im-
piously prostituted at the sacred.shrine of liberty:

‘and: of truth!" Gratitude: might also actuate hers;:
‘for, such was the.progress of the exclusive scheme
of commerce since. the time ofiHenry: V1L. thattwe:

find, to:contend againsﬁ the ~armada. of Spaim, i
900 vessels, no-less than: 163 were furnished by:
these merchant adventuring Tuondoners and: the:
Cinque: Ports;; and -when, subsequently- she
would have avenged this insult in. Portugal,;
163 in. 170 ships, and: 13,000 troops were. pro-

~ vided, and ¢roops sustazned there, from.some gene-

ral coffer of these chartered gentlemen.

This, however, to-her, and.to every tyrant, was.

better than: to have had despotic acts controlled: by
the representatives of a. free people. = Elizabeth

knew better; and, mark their. base demadatlon,.
_even to the termination of her reign l—representa-

tives, (again see ¢ golden’ speech,) whose ances-

go¢s had:selected a chief, and consented to a code
of - reg’ulatloné for ‘the’ ‘general and reciprocal weal,
kneeling “on' both lknées, to receive the last dying
speech and conféssion of & princess, who had ex-

“ercised her SUpermr talents on]y in the t1ammels of‘
deception and of slavery ! ‘

If any hapless admirer. of thlS princess- should~
deem me severe, I beg him to remember, as sound
and fundamental laio, < that wothing can be done
it a well ordered free state, by the king’s grant,
letters of patent, or'any act of Lis, as to the per-
sons, goods, lands,. liberties of ‘the subjects, but
must be according’ to establzsbed laws, which the |
Judges are sworn to observe and deliver between the
kmg and the people smpartially ly 5 to rich and poor,
hlgh andlow, and therefore the justices and minis-
ters of justice, are to be questioned and punished,

if the laws be vmlated and no reflection to be

made on the king. -Here then is the definition of
the axiom; the king can do no wrong ; and thus are
illustrated thé true rights of the subject, sarus
POPULY SUPREMA LEX, oOf, in a more simple term,
the British constitution in theory.

It may be rationally supposed, that a people,

+ thus debased, sought with eage1 ness the arrival of

the successor of such' a queen. King James was

- destined to preside over ‘a nation whom the en-
- lightened liistorian, Hume, imagines were not
~aware that they possessed more liberty than the

French people. 1 so far differ from Mr. Hume, as
Ke
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to suppose-that they possessed lgss,; :because that, - ‘
W otherwise than on. the continent,;these. islanders

Bohemia, should require all that could be obtained
- by such charters as those he repeatedl) gave the

A yet retained the blessed- germ,. transmitted from East India Company ; and especially’ that of the

¢ times anterior to the.conquest; and-such a people

7th” of his reign, which solaced for all their perils
Al were therefore more susceptible .of the oppressions | | by sea; and perils by land, by a grant for ever 7'
I of tyranny, and therefoxe less  free. than: the ‘ “On the contrary, there cannot be a doubt but,

I | lﬂench T O UV TOO BT . if the whole North American’ continent had been
il : chr James’s ] processmn from Scothnd to Lon- : asked for, and pazd fm, it also, as with the South

0

il

it don, was a continued series of acclamation and of b l American coasts,’ wculd have graced th]s munlfi- ‘
Vi ) 4 :

atrc hgsplt'{hl‘y, national and rehglous feuds were at cent royal donation.

i 1 rest ; every thing: conspired to introduce this prince “ 1 shall hastily pass ‘over the melancholy period

with eclat: ~ His birth, h]s great exaltation; in ’ of his successor’s relgn “Suffice it, that Charles L.
whom was f01 ever cousigned to oblivion, the ‘

B o proceeded’ in ‘the steps of ‘his' improvident and
contentions of the white and. the red roses; hxs ¢ ‘absolute’ father, and he ultxmately made qtone-

7 .
pretended learnmg——but mark. the. sequel—the hour ment for hzs vices, and those of his ancestors, ra-
“was not yet arrived (O, may it soon arrive!) when : ther than for his own. '

il " it should be ascertained, that an equally poised

- government only, constitutes the true source. of

‘happiness toa monarch and to a people. - :
I‘hlS king, then, as if ‘he had no other wish but

——

In’ fact, the oppressions of the people, were ar-
rived at the pitch of indurance.  Learning and

. knowledge too, thanks to commerce (not East In- |
| dia), and the blessed art of printing! had obtained

Sl

to. unlte the two kingdoms, began to soothe the ~a preponderancy, and a complete overthrow of the
: mmds of the mdependent gentry, by an immense | monarchy, was the consequence
i " creation of baronets and' other titles; and wher_l,, f It was, however, a great national error, and a
| from the base acts of his ancestors and his own, ; - crime, to immolate a soverelgn, or a chief magls- :
(. he fouﬁd the table of the Commons, loaded with ; trate. By a reasoning congenial to what may be
. pet;tlons and complaints, he bulhed “he erased,; | found in page 131, I contend, that the crimes

~ he prorogued, he dissolved parliaments.. Can we : é . of the chief ruler or magistrate, are derivadle from,
‘ ‘ then wonder (not satisfied with his voted subsidies), ‘5 : and are corroborated: by an zgnomnt or by a wvicious
L that his dear and huthful countrymen, such as the . [‘ - people. * King Charles, Henry of France, Peter of
i Earl of Leneu‘{, &c. that his belovcd relatives in N ' o

: — Ty
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Russia, Gustavus of Sweden, under the former.
Louis X V1. was the martyr ¢ of the latter. - = .

1 have said; that the mass of the people-de-
manded a: ﬁee and v1rtual share in the government ;
deception could no, longer avail. -1 could go fur-
ther; if the tyrant, Lromwell had permltted that
eseentzal ‘to every free people, the house of Stuart
would never again have visited these realms,

To counterbalance, however, this restriction on

the people, Oliver amused them with their too na-
tural bent for foreign subjugation, and, in his vigo-

rous efforts against the Dutch, he not only exalted
our naval power and prowess,. but (and chiefly. by

-this contention for maritime superiority, and conti-

nued by his two successors) it nearly destroyed the
Dutch Oriental Company, and . thus enabled ours
to purchase those repeated proiongatlons of privi-
lege, whmh we . remark, - unt11 the time of
William 1L |

It must likewise be admxtted ‘such was the
comparative progress of the arts and of industry,
during the interregnum, that the return of Chas. L.

can only be accounted for, from the disappoint-
ment to the mass of the people, -of a government..
- without parliaments, and to certain promises,. ‘to.

restore them in purity,. made by the exiled: klng_
before his arrival. T I S R TyH Y

- This monarch’s time, nevertheless, appears . to
have been devoted to-a ‘series of: sensuahty. and,
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corruption®*. . The parliament was -occasionally

‘held, but-a great state secret ‘was ascertained ; me- -
thods were adopted to manace a House or
‘Commons. Itwas amost promising embrio—it was

at perfection affer the arrival of William. - We will

illustrate this.- " The fountain of honour was inces-
‘santly supplied by the full flowing streams ‘of mo- .

nopolising GRANTS ; aye, even down to the seal-
ing of a will or an indenture. But the GOLDEN
recruit, as in the earlier days, was unquestionably

from the once tranquil, now sanguinary, current -
-of the Indus or the Ganges.

~King Charles, and his brother successor, were
not men of inferior talents. To govern withouta

‘revolution, so enlightened a people, and by such
~ means, required more than common capacity. It

is true the people were disappointed, but the revo-
lution of Cromwell was by no means forgotten.
The church, however, and the nobles, were with

‘thre king -and his measures, because that they

dreaded another convulsion. How then was this

~million. amused?! Why, in their darling fight
‘against the Dutch, the assertors of that ¢ christian

faith,” - so incompatible with the ¢ catholic

«m'eed.” We were, on the whole, successful in

L * llth artlcle of the impeachment against the French duchess

of Portsmouth mother of the Duke of Richmond, who resided in

meat state with the King at Whitehall, ¢ that hardly any grant,
office, or place, was given away, but through ler orker emissaries

“intercession, and money given to them.”—Somers’ State Papers.
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this contest; commerce too, and the arts, were
greatly expanded; and if -James II. had not ulti-

mately displayed a predilection for the catholic "
creed ; if the church had not affected alarm; if

‘certain artifices had not been. practised by great

‘men, o entangle us in William’s dispute with
- France, there cannot be a doubt but James II.

through a pure representation of the people, might
‘have perpetuated his race, and, for aught our con-
tracted minds can discover, the nation might have
enjoyed, even to this moment, all the rational con-
solations of society. ~Nay, had he even again
amused the nation with a war against Holland, and
thus further injured our rival traders, the clergy,
and discontented nobles, would- not have  suc-
ceeded in their Batavian intrigues. - »
This, however, can ‘only be fairly illustrated

when the nation obtains a sight of THE STUART

PAPERS, deposited in Paris,, and which dame
rumour says, have been recently recovered, and
brought into this country; but whether through
the medium of Mr. Huskisson, who was, at the
commencement of the war, a Marchand de Payris,
and a high jacobin; or that of Lord Lauderdale,.
assisted by the great patriot Mr. Tierney, who
merely took his stand at Boulogne, it is very imma-
terial to ascertain. One thing is observable, that
all those personages have been graced with distin-
guished places, titles, or pensions. Yes, 1 pledge
myself to my country, that when the actual state
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machinery of that singular event (the abdication of
James) shall be laid before the British people, they
will be better enabled to judge of comparatiwe go-
vernments ; they will obtain a Anrowledge, which
they will practically apply to themselves.

There .is ' one general observation, however,

arises from an evident fact. The general mass
had vLEss to complain of under the restricted par-

liaments of the two last Stuarts, than they had un-

der Wilham, or even under Anne his successor ;
and if doubts are entertained, I appeal to the com-
parative petitions.on the tables of the houses of
paﬂiament. - And for those who are more scepti-

cal, let them critically péruse the state papers in

the - precedmg part of this work, ¢ reign of King
William.” e

If, for this smfrular phenomenon 1 were to ac-
count, I should say that, with a defective parlia-
ment, the Stuarts gave gemeral. occupation to the
subject; and that the parliaments of William were
MANAGE D, so that the best energies of the nation
were exhausted. in a silly co-operation with Hol-
land for the humiliation of France. SR

But these digressive -observations belong to
statesmen only. The merchant, however, w_v,ho has
less time to contemplate, and is anxious for the
chart, and for the opening of this land of Ophir,
yvi]l,élso pardon me, when he recollects the statue
of Charles 1I. in the centre of the London Ex-
change, and William in an humble nicke in @ cor-
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ner! and also, that India stock was in "the former’s

relgn at 280 per cent.

\,;Fr,om William III. to the present time

© Reign of William III. »
If from a tranquil investigation of the reign of
King William, and the actual situation of the peo-
ple, Tam constrained to be most severe ; at this dis-
tance of time, it will not surely be imputed to me,

that prejudice can have influenced the opinion.
I have thought of it a thousand times, and am

~convinced, that if the protestant was actually pre-
served, (I admit that hypothetically), the true in-

terests of man, such as exalt his situation -either

1in his relations towards God, or towards his neigh-
~bour, were basely deterlorated during such reign of

William.
-Allowing that he was conscientrousty led to sup-

plant his father-in-law, where were the results of

this conscientious scheme of action? Was his
praise to be found in the pious warfare in which he
exhdusted the best energies of the British people ?
Was it in the sister ‘kingdom, where, after the

force of arms, (rather than the peaceful olive -
branch,} had reduced that loyally bigotted, yet

ignorant and unfortunate people to the treaties of
Limerick and Galway, his mind was only fertile in
the breach of those treaties? In the sordid
treachery at Panama, or by the massacre at Glencoe ?
Was his glomous magnanimity discovered in the .
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aggrandisement of Minheer Bentinck*, and other of
his Dutch: followers?* To ‘say nothing of Mr.
SomersT Was itin screenmg the Duke Of Leeds:t,

* A descenda.nt of thls most DISINTERESTED family did, some
few years ago, return from his orzentcﬂ ésland of Barataria, and was
so happy as to find water sufﬁcuant to land his ¢ argosie,” long
before he reached the dangerous navigation of old Thames. Bat,
alas! a' custom-house: lounger, in’ Piccadilly, obtruded himself,
and the ¢ argosie” found.its, way, and so did great men, into a

100/. having. been previously offered, and
honestly rejected by this out-searcher ; for it was discovered that
one half of this “« argosie” was contrahand, and the other requlred
at least 1000/ for the import duties! In thesequel, the governor
recovered his ¢ argdsie” at no ordinary penalty, we hope ; but the
poor Piccadilly lounger was seon afterwards deprived. of his. place !
When we recollect what Minkeer: presided at the treasury and the
customs, (no matter how the young skxpper m:{y comport himself

great custom-house

"in fature ultra marine speculatlons), we must, thh mdlo'natlon,

exclaxm s -
' . ¢¢ Dignified ‘dregs of **% fmllen Tace, 1
Honour’s dishonour, and fame’s last disgrace !’
The unfortunate * lounger,” on hearing of my oriental designs,
sought me, and thm related the story. He has nota second coat.

+ A letter of Queen Anne is extant, and runs thus i—“ I am
obho'ed to take that fellow Somers iato my, councils again. Amidst
his toils and arran gements of constltunons, he for, got not to enrich
himself with the spoﬂs of my famlly—-—the Ryedate estate—worth

©10,000/. a year.” A tolerable sim in those days ; and this proves

that patriotism is a species of TRADE.

1 As the once ﬁourishing town of Leeds is now greatly dis-
tressed, the present duke has an opportunity of retributative justice.

About 5000!. a year, amongst its poor, would neither dishonour’
* the donor-or the receiver. ’ ’

'
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and twenty others, concerned in filching the nu-
tion out of their natural right of tradmg b«eyrmd
Bona Esperanza ? - ! ~

But:en all this, we trace thc mawe]s of those

incredible’ treasures which the onental company
had amassed, by. the better commercial policy of
William’s less fortunate predecessors. Yes, in
his reign, (FROM WHENCE CAME THE MEANS?)
was systematised a pes fect scheme of parliamentary

corruption and mamrgement, and another (the

Bank) of funded and paper anticipation of national
revenue!  And this, 18 L1EU of actual ‘property,
which he had exhausted for the dalance of power!
Could no one of those great lawyers or statesmen,
with huge perukes, havqust whlspered him, ¢ that
with all their faults, the secret of the Stuart race

was, a supwmacy of commerce, and ‘THE EN-

TIRE DOMINION OF THE SEAS AS ABSOLUTELY
ESSENTIAT TO THAT SUPREMACY
‘But I 'am disgusted, and will quit this reign ;

-earnestly, however, entreating the reader to care-

fully peruse the precedmw papers, in order to

ascertain, what' was .the LAUDABLE SCHEME OF
GOVERNMENT, pursued by King Wllham the .

Thu:d OF GLORTOUS MEMORY!

Reign qf Queen A_mze.

My observations here, will be very brief. Her -
heart-was not with the war with France. She
- was impetuously led to it, by such ambitious men
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as' GodolphinyisSomers, “and Marlborough; . with
their.go-between, Mrs. Masham. The secret was;:
that the war tended to get-rid of  the fiery .spirits ;

‘and to 'check ‘that commercial march which. would
some day, if not DISCREETLY directed; gamn a
preponderancy in theicommonwealth. -The ma-
ragement then, of the Houses of parliament, in

this reign, presented | & reputable perfection ;- and,
therefore, the ApAMANTINE foundation laid by
the Hon. the East India Company in:the 'precedi-ng
one, began to assume form and conszstency

Rezo‘ns qf Gemge l a.:nd II

By successive and destructive wars, the countrv
required time to breathe. North America had now
- opened her arms to British enterprise, and those
subtile underminers of liberty,  Mr. Pelham, Sir
‘Robert-Walpole, and Mr. Pulteney, dlsplayed all
¢ their arts. - oo :
- The -East Indxa Comp'my, therefore, ‘may. be
truly said to have found in. these men, falthful
patrons and protectors. ST SRS
Inthe latter reign, however, - t’ms Company
began to emerge, even, upon their oriental coasts.
They could shiver a lance. with a native prince;
the factory, and the pen, were abandoned ; these
" merchants would explore the nterior, and at the
termination of this reign, presented to-the wonder- -
ing philosopher, the phenomenon of a Christian
trading Company, ¢ sent to explore for pro-
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FITABLE  TRADES; “preferring “and: most dis~
tingmishing themselves ¥N MEASURES OF HOS-
TILITY, and against- those hospitable princes, on
whose shores they had- exchanged. the »re'ciprdeal:
dutiesy die from manto man!! - ‘

- But,-having. arrived:.at. the: commencement .of
the reign of (zeorge IIl: it is time that, by way. of
digression, no mental - relief! I should introduce
our oriental TRADING WARRIORS, and, like some
great giant ! in- the: plemtude of . their. glmy and
their pawer.. P S e

In doing this, and W]th all due solemmty' I
must premise my  readers, that as there is an
smprimatur on the oriental press,and as few ¢ ’ere

“return’’ from  that, auspicious land of . promise,
discontented or degraded, it has not been easy to
select the most correct aceount of the rise-and. pro-

* gress of these most Chresézan pilgrims and chieftains.

I shall therefore proceed cautiously; but, I chal-

~ lenge this Company’s whole host of defenders to
substantially confront me. SR TT R :
What was the actual state of tlus once /zappy and

" endependent kingdom of Indostan, before the irrup-
tion of foresgmers? It is from the pen of an able

_historian.. - *-Alkbar, the . emperor, on- the  throne
of Delhi, descended from:the great Tamerlane the
Tartar,.died in 1605—was distinguished by snnu-
merable virtues.  He  took from: his' officers’ the

- power -of oppressing the people. . -Severe in his

justice; he never forgave extortion. He encouraged
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trade by the invariable protection given to: mer-
chants of a#l nations. He regarded. neither ‘the
veligious opinionsnor the countries of men; all who
entered his domains were his subjects, aﬂd tkey
lmd a right to hus justice. X ‘.

<« He was succeeded by his son, Mahommed
Jehangu.e..~ In 1615, (vide Charter of James.1.) -
Sir Thomas Row, ambassador extraordinary frony
England, arrived at Brampour, ‘and: was. received
with. all the pomp: and honours of an Eastern
Prince. A firman was smmediately issued for a .
permission to the: English to establish a factory at
Brampour, and soon afterwards, another-at Surat.

Sir Thomas was treated by the emperor with the

utmost affability and politeness, and PELICITATED

~ on his'safe arrival.” (O my God!' but the mind

must have @ moment to compose itself; and to
contemplate). > SN I
¢« The presents were highly a»cwptable, buna

' coacH, sent by King James, (who: paid- for it ?)
‘was so agreeable, that the Emperorwas tmmediately

drawn i it; AND THE EMBASSY ASSISTED, IN
THE PLACE OF CAVALRY!Y - .. ..
From this eventful moment, to- the pecuhar and
tragical disaster of: the Black-hole at Caleutta, (a
century and a half), our. ¢ Merchants Advens-
turers,” and. ‘“ Hon. United Company,”’ appear

“not to have extended their conquests far beyond

the sight of their shlppmg ~Such: tragical: event,
then, gave new energies to their powers ; and we
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shall see, what were the fruits of. the prowess of
Colonel - Clive: and others. . “ At last, -Shaw
Allum, the undoubted heir of the Mogul Emplre,
fell anto our hands. .

“ A PERPETUAL commission for the ofﬁce of

RECEIVERS GENERAL of the revenues of Bengal,

Bahar, and Orissa, was obtamed from him for- the
government.

- ““In consideration - of this 1mpernl ‘mandate,

which conferred. on the Company the govern--

ments of those provinces for ever, Shaw Allum
was - to. receive an annual pension of 325,000/.
This was moderate to the &neal successor of the
great Tamerlane. . He was, at the same time,
guaranteed in the possession of the province of
Ullahabad ; andthus a kind of provision was made
for a prince, who retained nothing of what be-
longed to his xllustrlous ancestors, but the emply
title of Emperor of Indostan.” |

- Let us compare the dlfferent s-ituatio_ns of this
vast .empire of Indostan, in the period previous to

that -ambitious .enterprise of- ‘enlightened Euro-

‘peans, (when the embassy-condescended to draw
the emperor through ‘his- capital), and that, of the

medium between the years 1750 and 1780.— In
the FORMER, there was an immense internal, aswell
as external trade; for the court was alike Liberal,
in. civil polity and in religion ; and the balance of
bullion.in the province of Bengal, only, amounted
to 1,852,500, sterling.. In .;the _LATTER period,
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her current specie was decreased from 15 to 1Q

millions ; her inhabitants, by the intolerable go-

vernment of marauders, incessantly visited by con-.
tinued wars, by pestilence, and by famine, dimi-
nished no less than 5 miilions; a number exceed-.
ing even, what was lost by the separation of the

United States of America!”’

I have no wish to pursue their subsequent war- -
fare, or their commercial operations ; the preceding
pages, (Part 1.) those faithful quotations from
" established authorities, are sufficiently convincing
.,to_a]l, but the interested, in this shameful ex-

clusive trade, and actual monopoly.

Reign of George 111
 The secluded philosopher would have con-
jectured that, when this monarch in his first speech
told his people, enlisted by his solemn oath at the
standard of 'equal justice; without which, a go-
vernment is, in fact, unhinged, and.its constitu-
tion a non entity ; when he assured s them, I say,
« that his oriental acquisitions ;;pgrgsented a vast

‘field;”’ &c.—he would, at least, have been advised*

to expand thesadvantages, if they were such, to al/

his liege subjects, or at least, that he would have

* T am so antique as to suppose with Machiavel, ¢ that the

_ Wisddm of a prince never takes beginning from the wisdom of hig

vouncil, but the wisdom of the council always from the wisdom of
the prince.”” ¢ He who tal,ks like Cato, should like Cate act.”

L
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been  reminded, that he could not conscientiously
fulfil the oath he had recently taken, without
either extending to India, the sole basis of equal
justice, the REPRESENTATIVE. scheme of govern-
ment, or of actually ordering the restoration of such

acquisitions. : :
It may not perhaps be known to those who have

not travelled so far as the author, that, with the ex-

ception of the pestilential forts of Africa, theIslands
of Malta, and Minorca, there is not any other de-
pendency of the Butlsh crown, without its senate,
and its house of aSsembly, or representatives, and
chiefly elected every three years—the British Isles
only, enjoying the Boon of a septennial choice.

And, what perhaps may surprise more, in some of
these assemblies, there are copper, or other tawny
Sons of "Adam; and in many, as in the two Ca-
nadas, _&c the TEST of our FAITH is not ob-
truded ; and even a catholu, speaker has been
found with two thirds of a House, all catholics,
and levlslatmg as safely fox then‘ constltuents, as if

Tt'is smduhr, that the King may in his 1mtm~al and why not; hxs
political capacity, peccare conira deus, contra proximum, ef,se zpsum 2
If it be said, notwithstanding, % he can do no wrong certamly
that fenet if it be ens legis, but it is scarcely ens rationis ratzocmatw
"This reasoning, however, is only ‘applicable, when' the powers
of a state are not equally poised; e. g. Kingly power possessing:
 the at;nuai expenditure of ninety millions, and the patronage over
- forty miillions of .orientals, versus, a rotten borough rcpmsentatxon.

)
“ “Fhis - surely, cannot .be the British .constitution IN PRACTICES

. For-TEoRY, see page 181, ..

3
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can do no wrong,”
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they ‘had previously communed *with the Archa
bishop of Canterbury.

Where then are the boundaries of Kingly justice?®

Was nothing due to the miriad of Indians, oncé the

care of the great Tamerlane and of his benevolent
and enlightened successors? Were it not an act,
worthy of PrRINCES, to endeavour, by some rational
code of government, (the representative) to have
rivetted their affections, and thus pave the way to -
the introduction of the tenets of the blessed Jesus ?
I appeal to candor. Without this representation,—
without a free press,—without any participation
whatever in the government of their own natal soil,
was. it reasonable to expect that, these immense
conquests could be held without an incessant
drain of blood and treasure? And this admitted,
ought there not (1 demand in the name of the -
injured justice of my country,) to have been ax
EXTENSION OF SUCH BLESSINGS, OR A COMPLETE
ABANDONMENT OF THE CONQUESTS ? c
Under the wide spreadmg shield, « the ng
the omission of duties and
errors may be sheltered; or they may be plausibly-

- imputed to the general body of a free people, and

“ parliament assembled’’ may be blamed. Itis not

very likely that those rotten borough speculators,

who corroborated and confirmed the acts of the

Honourable the East India Company, and by

controlling their frightful debts, did virtually

assimilate this cankered confeder acy with the British
L ¢
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nation, would give to the Asiatics, what is
deemed so valuable and so importunate in the
British Islands.  To the proceedings, however, of
this senate, I entreat the most deliberate attention :
and (if the reader has the happy opportunity), also
to peruse the rolls and records of parliament, and
likewise the whole debates on East India affairs ;
especially those, (which I have purposely omitted)
when  Messrs.. Fox and Pitt, in 1'784, practised
their state manceuvres on a deluded people! -
Indeed, in the whole series of reports, especially
since the Revolution, the representation -of the

Commons appears to have been most ingeniously

conduc_ted and it is mortifying to behold how
statesmen, and how #r anscendent ta_len-ts, have been
prostituted at the Asiatic shrine. :

- Having thus taken a general, though.a desultoxy
survey of a ]oncr ‘age of deep policy, bad govern-

ment, or of precarious commerce ; in which I have

studiously reminded the reader, that he is a
descendant . of | Sydhey and of Hampden, 1 shall
proceed to , ‘
More minute Obser vatwns, and more pmtuula;ly
applicable to thas char tered Company.

From the immense. complication of figures in
the India accounts, it is not any impeachment of
ones _arithmetic to say,  that it is zmposszble

" 'so to slmphfy as to render them intelligible.”

This company have Cocker’s Calculations, at the

~corner of every palanquin: and every counting-
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house. By the papers,’ hmve\"fer; laid before the
House of Commons, and dated the 30th of July, -

1804, and which we know were combined with
the amiable malitary operatlons “of the splendid

Marquis Wellesley, it seems fhat from 1795‘ to'

i

1804, the net ploﬁts of

‘ | Sfmlmg

~ India- goods Wé1e - - - £ 4, 155,791
" Private trade, viz:" Officers Of o
~ Ships,&e. - - - - 1,482,056
China Goods - - - . - 7,802,189 -

- Total p1 ofit (10 yeals) - 13,440, 006

' DlVldend to pay on Indla Stock

and Bonds (10 years) 7,083,666

- Of these'accounts, thus carefully cut and dried,
and thus signed by the semetary, we surely have’

" not ground to exclaim, ¢ mvbhesstertet- anguis in

herba 7’ - But, since that perlod we have heard
strange things : such as that there is now an actual
annual interest to pay in’ Leadenhall-street of—~

THREE MILLIONS !

- If so—(observe, 1 on]y quote some scandalous
rumour)—why, Lord North, Mr. Pltt (Mr Fox,
an accessory,) Lord Melville, Mr. Addmgton &ec.
have kindly, through the Board of Controul, dove-
tailed on the British people, another fifty or sixty

~millions of debt! 1 say, identified with an arrear

R S R T ST
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beyond credibility, and which has arisen from the
glorious operation of banking, and of f'undmg, in
the reign of William T1I. N

- I have, in the first part of this work purposely
inserted , the, ealyhe‘st public protests, against that
« gloridus”'establishment of the Bank, because I

wanted the attentive mind to mark, with what

steady and imperceptibic gradations this bank
funding, and this honourable India Company have
gone, hand in hand.

. The former’s humble commencement was a sum
little exceeding one million, and established for
the purpose of relieving the pecuniary drains and
o‘pvpressions-of William, by the ahticipatibn of cer-
~ tain taxes, through:a thing called . ¢allies.  ‘This
establishment has now, however, passed its bloated
acmé . of smperfection; and when Mr. Pitt, that
unfortunate pilot, who weathered. the storm, but
W'ho_, without either compass or rudder, left the
state vessel, tossing to and fro, on the wild ocean
of despair!—did this institution the honour to
relieve 1t, for the use of his quixotic operations, of
its last guinea, HIS‘MINIS’:I‘R_Y. AND THE CONSTI-
TUTIONAL POWERS OF THE REALM DID AS VIR~
TUALLY assimilate this bank with the welfare, the
faith, the honour of the country, As ANY APPEN-
DAGE OF TERRITORY i$ assimilated, or, As THE
1sLe or MaN was, after. the well known cox-
TRACT with the Athol family.

I thus have obtruded a digression.. It is due to
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that sacred yustice, which in this, my oriental . rés
search, I-am so ardently seeking. Let not preju-
dice, then, nor venal; nor malignant men, aim the
shaft of invective and hostility against Directors,
whose . once wvigorous arms were paralized,. by
power, and whose ¥FREE VOLITION was imperi-
ously, though invisibly, wrested from them, by the -
ministers of the state, before February, 1797.

I have an obvious motive for thus dwelling on
the virtual connection of the government, with the
house in Threadneedle-street.

The same faith, the same sacred claim, has the
pubhc upon that government, for its ultimate gua-
rantee and protection of the funds of the honour-
able East India Company, ever since that eventful
moment, when in 1773, and subsequently, Lord
North held sweet converse with them; when,
through his ¢ commissioners for the affairs of In-
dia,” he signed a treaty, offensive and defensive,
which became mosT COMPLETELY ratified and
confirmed by his successor, Mr. Pitt, through
those able negotiators, ¢ the honourable Board of
Controul.” S SRR .

At these bold positions some  men may start ;
but let the case be plainly; and commERCIALLY
argued ; for we are speaking of trading bodies.—
Were not, I pray, such- powerful interpositions

‘completely tantamount in private life, to a meeting

of creditors, of some great establishment? - If, at
such meetingand discussion, it were DISCOVERED
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that ‘one DEBTOR, and that debtor, the govern-
ment, through its premier, had ingeniously bor-
rowed such valuable assets, as to have embarrassed,
and to have rendered the continuance of the con-
cern upon similar principles, utterly impossible,
and, therefore, another plan of conduct is. adopted ;
and all the creditors at this meeting {Grocer’s-hall),
sanction AND ENGAGE to upholdsuchnew plan—
are we to be told, that ail responsibility of the old
firm for the pAsT was not something like suBsTAN-
rranLy done away? Aye, and for the future also.
And if this new plan were to prove abortive, every
“estate of every one of these guarantee gentlemen
would, 1xn a1p oF Mzssrs. Prrr axp Co. be
justly: liable to the pubhc, for any deficit that mlght
~ arise. b : :

I hope that this hypothetxcal case will not alarm
these worthy creditors, who also assisted in the
pious chorus. of * God save the. King,” upon the
Royal Exchange, at the happy re-commence-

ment of hostilities with France> "I know their .

embarrassments—but I cannot, at present, descend
from my “ sky parlour” to their relief. o

" As to the case of the East India Company, al-
though of itself one of less magnitude, (as in the

proportion of 50 to 900 millions,) it bears on my -

~ position with peculiar and greater force. -

It matters not whether India gifts to the govern-

ment exceeded those of the sxstel institution.—
- We must all remark what an zne.zkaustzble pa‘
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fronage its insatiate conquests, duringvvt’heiast 60
years, must have given the government! It will
not, it is presumed, be credible, that any one of
those fhostele measures of this ¢ trading’ society,
could have been particularly obnoxious to his Ma-
jesty’s government? How can we then rationally

heap censure in Leadenhall-street, (suBSEQUENT- .

LY, MIND,)gto the ingenious CO-PARTNERSHIP
with Messrs. North, Pitt, Grenville, Addington,
Yorke, Castlereagh,—aye, and at one time or an-
other, confirmed by all their dependant‘s, their
slaves, and minions ? ,

My inference, then, estabhshes the ldentxty of

_the connection, and therefore siMPLIFIES the

mean by which the government may, by a single

vote, give an anxious, and a distressed commer-

cial world, all the incalculable advantages of an
open trade. R K :
Having thus endeavoured to impress ¢ that the

virtuous attainments of oriental territories, and

their immense revenues, now belong to the Crown,
and are not governed by the representative scheme,
and therefore, appears contrary to the coronation
oath of the King—having also just given a tolera-
ble clue for the removal of all difficulties to an open
;\:rade—-—having, I say, established the actual con-
nection, and, therefore; virtual supremacy of the
government—the higher contracting party—I shall,

~ before I dilate on that great commerce, somewhat,
in lzmme, pecuharly call the. reader’s attention to

———d
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the speeches of Mr. (mow Sir Philzp) Francis,
who, however he may have abandoned  his ‘post,
and have suffered a star of snferior import to eclipse
his bright orb of oriental lustre ! yet has altogether
best expatiated upon the actual state of Indian

affairs, and, - ‘indeed, has proved hrmself but too
prophetic! '

To Mr. Charles Gmnt s speech aIso, of the Iqth v_

of ‘May, 1806, where, I must ‘beg the reader to
note, that there are apprehensions entertained in

- Leadenhall-street, of an open trade: and if any
- can obtain a sight of this gentleman’s suppressed

pamphlet, he would, I find, discover that this go-
vernor of the Company has pretensions to our can-
dour. ‘But it-is to the unfortunate and to the
SACRIFICED Mr. PauLy, that the reader will be
chiefly attracted.

It might, perhaps, be said, that this gent]eman
went into the House of Commons, ‘merely as one
of the Nabob of Oude, or of Arcot’s agents, or as
one of the ghosts of the MURDERED Begum prin-
cesses, and that that magic ministerial wand, whose
touch. consxgned all to the vortex of corruption’
had not happily descried, or had contemned this
insulated, but able and patriotic senator: one
thin‘g; nevertheless, must be remarked, that his
formidable charges against a neble Marquis, and
his serious positions relative to India, do no¢stand

substantially contradicted. Never, till that epoch,
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had the public such a chance of at length obtain-

ing @ true ‘orental knowledge !

But it was again to be disappointed ; and again
by the same SECRET spring of state action, by
which we have to deplore the calamities of this
long reign—the degradation of the British and the

CHRISTIAN character in Asia—and the bloated -

excrescences in Threadneedle, and in Leadenhall-
street. 1 mean the rotéen borough influence in the
councils of a people; boastmg of the blessings of
freedom ! '

- Upon Mr. Paull’s emersion into public life, he
frank]y communicated his oriental knowledge and
designs, To THE ENTIRE BAND of what are termed

- ¢ opposition leaders,” and the unprecedented con-

duct and ambition of the house of Wellesley, which
it was evident must, like the conduct of Clive, of

~ Impey, of Hastings, of Dundas, undergo a spe-

cies of salemn investigation, conspired to embrace
this bold adventurer: J¢ ¢s also a fact, that he
received’ countenance fiom the very head even
of the ¢ opposition” of this country. - He had the
honour of an introduction, and he was acceptable
at the great house. 'Thus, then, Mr. Paull ap-
proached the arena of public investigation, with
that confident boldness; which his speeches pro-
claim. Thus, then, we also remark, Ass steps were

not impeded by the < opposition.”” He was anxi-

ously regarded, and even dreaded, by the friends of
xhe splendld noble Marquls

o
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.- Dare I give the sequel, and the secret *
kR % W

—the political ‘balm of gilead was found there—it
was poured into the afflicted hero’s wounds. The
next day, a long nfested house was completely
cleared. of those. hornets—John Doe and Richard

"Roe! , : ,
Knowing, as ‘I do,-‘the duth‘entz'city‘ of this, I

could blush for my country !—Gentle reader, take
it as an index, perhaps, for future times.

This useful go between, then, immediately ar-
ranged ‘with the heads of parties, and the subse-
quent debates on the oppressed Indian, and on the
sanguinary and profuse Marquis, proclaim versati-
Lty, shuffling, CHEERING
Lord Folkestone, and Sir P. Francis, appear to
have been effectually ¢ INDISPOSED’’ on the oc-
casion. , _

The exit of the deselted Paul] who was wor-
thy of a better fate, arose from BASE POLITICAL
cHICANE like this, and not from the loss of some

~paltry money. He committed a political felo de

se; and the leaders of the rotien borough system
ought to have cloathed themselves in sackcloth and
in ashes. - ‘ e .
. From this impressive subjeet, so interesting to
the benighted publicist, I proceed to consider, and
to obviate, those obstacles, which will be prbba-
bly interposed to this. mtlonal claim of an open
trade. ‘

even Mr. Tierney,

ERRIRE ie
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OBSTACLI‘S

« The Company s systematical permanency

<« Its funds and bonds due to the public.”

<« Its already losing commerce.’

-« And perhaps the ruin that would be produced
“ in the civil «:kapartmemts> in the event of
“ an open trade.” ’

MY ANSWERS. » o
If a ¢ systematlc permanency’’ were an argu-
ment of weight, bad establishments in all ages and
climes could not bear the finger of reform. This
argument then is absurd. " |

¢ yTs FUNDS.’

By the identity of the British government with

this Company, already proved, that government

‘must, in bounden justice, guarantee any material

Joss that mjght arise to' the funded: debt of the
Company, from the proposed expansion of the

commerce, and with as much faith, as in any

other state transaction. In doing this, what could
be more simple than to take upon themselves, after
a period to be named, all the remaining floating
stock, and ingraft it.on some 3 or 5 per cent. go-

yernment fund; and then let commissiohers dis-
~ pose of their assets at home and abroad ? ~This,

observe, is on an assumption, that the assets of the
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Company (which by this open trade is supposed
dissolved) are not sufficient to meet the demands of
their creditors. I will offer another resort. If
they are candidly admitted not to be so, when
those funds, bonds, &c. are tendered at par, why
then let the Company be allowed to continue, say
three or four years longer, allowing, observe, ad
interim, that all parties should trade beyond the
Cape, who shall hold on the books of the Company
a quantity of this stock, or these bonds, proportioned
to the tonnage he demands, to remain untrensferred
for a term, adequaie to a returned voyage. By
such mode, the Company’s solvency might be re-
covered. / L

This latter is one of the numerous safe modes
which can readily be devised, so as to enable the
Company, during a definite period, to dispose of
‘their actual effects. -I am only reasoning on its
mercantile establishment. Its military one, and
that ‘¢ whole army of martyrs” to tnjustice, 1

‘mean ‘the million of wriTERS¥*, who are the ex-

cise and custom receivers of the Indostan revenue,
are already, or would be, as conveniently transfer-
red into the routine of the British government, as

those of some conquered or ceded island ; and if

honesty 1s the acting principle, these martyrs would

“not suffer. -

a"’v"]["he?.s‘é situations have often cost the parties 3 to- £.5000.
“Their brother officers in England display equal vigilance, for 70,
lately, £.100,a year, = ‘ R

T ————————
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In giving, then, this period of 3 or 4 years, and
proposing the specific boon for participation, I
have assumed that the compuny’s affairs are so far

embarrassed as fo require such an expedient. 1f,

however, these great men of Leadenhall-street,

whom I am thus-treating with due respect, are -
more confident, and are actually certain of their .

ability to meet, at home and abroad, their credi-
tors without these ingenious devices, it certainly
will alike surprise and delight every man who has
a true love for his country. L
ITs ALREADY LOSING COMMERCE. If then it
be actually a losing concern, it ought long ago to
have been abolished or laid open ; and, instead of
rerewed charters, the East India directors, and his

majesty’s Board of Controul, should have been at

the bar of public justice. . But is this possible Mr.
Directors,when you have consented toallow the Bri-
tish public, amongst other great advantages, « half a
million a year?’ ¢ But then it has not been paid,
because I suppose you have great sets-off, by ex-
pences in military exploits, as in the Red Sea
expeditions,” &c. Then we can only argue it as

an ADVANTAGEOUS trade; and a PARTICIPATION

being demanded, IX THE NAME OF NATIONAL
JUSTICE, that nation s indifferent which way your
British government ledger is settled, or whether
such national justice is obtained by an arrange-

- ment, to enter your threshhold, as holders (onLy
TEMPORARY REMARK,)of portions of yourstock a¢
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the current prices of the day, or whether the re-
maining 18 months of your charter is deemed by
you sufficient for the lzqmdatwn of your debts, and
for your departure, in peace.

But, and ‘T have not lightly contemplated the
subject, I greatly apprehend that the former me-

thod will best comport with- your convemence

and your situation. :

This « enllohtened ”” but ¢ credulous,”” nation,
has, for 211 years, sacrificed its #reasures, its blood,
its national character, in dandling and cherishing
this demi-mercantile military estabhshment, and
the sequel is, that instead of your engrossing the

whole commercial energies of the nation (see Prin-
cep’s speech, Part 1.} no less a proportion than-as

three to one of the commerce beyond the Cape of
Bona Esperanza, and within your charters, 1s EX-
GROSSED BY AMERICAN'S AND BY OTHER FO-
REIGNERS. : | o

“ THE RUIN TO THE CIVIL DEPARTMENTS.

“Whether this allusion is solely confined'to oriental
.establishments or not, I will confidently affirm,
. that-such « clerks’” and * servants’”” as should not,

from their experience, receive a future preference
from the free traders, would be glad of the oppor-
tunity of exchanging their fixed, and in England
generally inadequate, salaries, for the more adven-
turous advantages of free commerce. We will

hope better of Indian regulation ; butin London it

‘is painful to see the diurnal procession of this

i
‘«
i
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légio‘n of young men, some of good family, ALL 'of‘

GOOD INFLUENCE, after displaying their judg-
ment and taste in the flourish of a few official pa-

- pers, or of their #niteals, consigning themselves- to

indolence and to temptation, in Bond-street, «r at
a'playhouse, for the remaining 18 mours!—Yes,

an open trade would prove a blessing to the meri-

torious dependents of this cruel monopoly ; and as
for the others, they might be accommodated in

~some military service., These are my brief an-

swers. : o
~Yet, under the head of losing commerce,” I
‘will return to the subject, and suppose that of late
years this may have been the case, and even, ex-
clustve of the effect arising from our contmental
restrictions. : e ‘

'But, is it not well known to good commerbial
men, that if one house only, conducted the trade of

Bristol ‘or of York, might not its wnisieldy and

splendid establishment, render it so intricate, and
so embarrassing, as to compel it to recur to a great
emission of paper, as banking on a stamp, or, like
the company’s bonds, on a common seal? and thus
avert calamity ? But those good merchants also

know, that if such whole trade of York or of Bris-

tol, had been dwzgied and contended for, the inha-
bitants would have had MmoRE TRADE, and higher
exports, and lower imports; and if any of the
houses had, by improvidence, resorted to paper, or

other fictitious credit; his commercial days would

M
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have been nymbereds and the aggregate good trade,
and STATE ADVANTAGES fiom coMPETITION and
DIVISION of ENTERPRISE, ;}vould not have suf-

- fered. : o
One might suppose that thls PARALLEL case

would adgrost convince »th_e; East India directors
themselves, of the GREAT NATIONAL INJURY. 2
monopoly produces. , But 1 will go further, and

aver, thatif the company’s trade is, on its aggregate,
) UNPROFITABLE, it may be accounted for by that

very PAPER substitution, which has probably crip-

 pled their energes and cur cumscribed their exer-

tions to three or four factories in India. How

~much more, however, must we dep‘l‘ecate ;‘gth,is‘

funded company’s monopoly, when we know; that
the more lucrative articles of export to India, aye,
and many a bale made in the United States . (see

~Part I. America),.is under that flag exchanged for
- oriental productions, adapted-and sold by these

foreigners to our West India, and .our four North
American provinces, and also, by these. aspiring
fofeigner kindly;iﬁtrodugedg‘z'n,to every E_uropgan
harbour ! 2 . S , ;
Natural enou0h was, the incivic: conduct of the
r‘_nvemb‘els of the house of assembly, . in Canada, ex-

~ pelled or imprisoned in 1809, when they, as with
the other British Americans, found themselves

precluded from. the envied frade of the east, yet
granted in 1794, by his majesty’s ministers, to the

once rebel colonists! I myself witnessed the loy- -

]
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alty -of these British Americans ; I accompanied
them in their flight, after the abandonment of the
United States. It were sufficiently heart-rending
to witness men, who once figured in the field, the -
senate, or the bar, actually become * hewers of
wood, and drawers of water!” But. I will not
-expand the veil of national injustice! If, how-
ever, I possessed a thousand tongues, and a thou-
sand energies, 1 would not rest until I had heard
a substantial reason why these monuments of ill-
fated loyalty should not, at least, participate with
the once ¢ refractory subjects’” of the United
States, ina Commerce, which, however, is solemnly
proscribed to 19-20ths of ‘his majesty’s- hege sub-
jects at home and the West Indies!

I must, before I quit this subject of losing
trade,” be obliged to ask, whether from the evils '
attendant on such a splendid and proscribed com-~

‘merce, such articles as sugar, as cotton wool,
-as vermilion, &c. have not lately been brought

to Europe at an immense loss? T reply—yes..
The latter article is arrived in such a quantity,
‘that it is fallen to a loss to the importer, of per-. .
haps 50 per cent. and cotton wool, from its quan-
tity, to a much greater degree. But will nobody

‘tell the distressed manufacturer of Lancashire; but

me, that, ¢ that, such is the progress of our arts, '
we have lately <#fported our white cottons, to

‘receive the fanciful pencil of that Indian, who for--
~merly inundated this country w1th his. mgenmty e

M2

: s
i e TR T
TR ot G T R TR T R TR I e L B R b £

. o



(  164 )

‘Which once couveyed to our artists, that distress,

‘which the file of our parhamentary petitions, for

100 years, so loudly denotes »’—Yes, most honor-
able directors, I call on you conscientiously ;" tell
us, if your CrRIPPLED powers, and your scheme
of trade, would have admitted, whether, instead
of an INSIGNIFICANT quantity of white cottons
lately sent, THE WHOLE SURPLUS PILES of this
STAGNATED branch of trade might not have been
MOST ADVANTAGEOUSLY vended beyond the
Cape, 1F an open trade had thamed durmg the
last 4 or 6 years? ‘ : ‘

The shipping of this company has been certam]y

zncreased. 1t was very poLITIC, and so are all the -
‘actions of the Leadenhall-street directors; but in
- this increase of an unwieldy, confused trade, the

true powers of commerce were not increased, be-
causethat it was devoid of'alaudable comPETITION.
Thus then, at a moment when, by the devices of
France, our manufactories and our external facili-
ties are placed in the greatest posszb[e Jeopardy, we
are doomed, unless speedy ‘measures- are adopted,

to witness such distress, and. such ruin, as cannot
have had a precedent since the South Sea bubble'

1Bullum, or Com, as connected wzth our onental

oper atwns.

’Ihere is another commodity of pr ime necessity,
which I have as cautiously avoided introducing
‘Thitherto, as the famed bullion commiilee were,

T

T
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when in their noted research for the causes of the -
loss of bullion and of specie, they delicately de-
clined naming the immense drain, by the East In-

dia Company for their (chiefly) Chinese market ;
and  declined,” probably, FOR MOST ADMIRA-
BLE STATE REASONS.

As, however, an mdependent investigator -

cannot be swayed by sinister motives, I am
obliged to declare, that this drain oxwLY, might
have been justly imputed as the main cause of the
loss of our bullion and our coin, and that inunda-
tion of paper, which appals the stoutest publicist.
What, shall we not fairly take to account, not only
the retrospect from the first permission to export
it, by the infamous grants of James, and then
Charles II. but especially since zeas were unfortu-
nately become, instead of more nutritive sustenta-
tion, almost the general comfort of the mzllzon of
this country : ?—Look at the precedlng scale. of
the China trade; and if to that is added an in-
crease of, perhaps, one-third in the subsequent
importation of that improvident beverage, and for
which bullion is absolutely essential: can we, 1

- say, wonder at the actual deprivation at home ?*

. It is singular, but true, that before Sir Thovna#‘

Rm'v, and others, returned with their ¢ golden ar-
gosies,”’

* We have lately had puff paragraphs about bullion From
China!! The reader will credit them, when he sees an afidavit,
that it was not loaded in the Atuntic ocean,
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i“ | this general criterion of good or unprofitable trade; » . SRCER
i but, in the first years of the monopoly, we remark, “ Trading exclusive Charters, and their fate.'
that a production of our own, SAGE only, was the
i barter for this Chinese herb. And appreciating as.
1
|
|
I

oo T

- We will now treat ‘briefly of the various tradmg
charters which have been granted by princes until
William III. and then sometimes sanctioned by
the leglslature, but more frequently called in and
«cancelled.” ‘

The first were those of the London Compa-
nies, then that noted one for the staple of wool,

- ““the Merchants Adventurers,” time of Henry 11.
the Greenland Company, the Eastland, the Ham-
burgh, the Russia, the East India Comipany, the
Levant or Turkey, the Spanish, the French, the

we do, the health and longevity of our fellow men,

it may be pronounced another of those oriental

~ evils which accompamed this privilege of expoxt-
ing bullion and specie.

1 cannot, however, quit this particular view of

Ih " our oriental operations, without being astonished,

and so must be the reader, that however perfect

appeared the dove-tailed. conmection, which com-

i bined the rotten borough system toan inexhaustible

&
i
i

AR,

fund-of Indian p.atv.'onage, yet, thf‘t the necessity ' 3 Royal African, the Virginia, the New England,
| of the Bank restrictions in 1797, did not lead go- | “the South Sea, Gulph of Panama, the Scotch
il . . o ) ]
i vernment to adopt some public measures to restrain East Indid, the Bank of England, the two London,
this destructive e};portatlon k. that if . - f j | and Royal Exchange Insurance Offices, the Ham-
: I will, nevertheless, remark, that if nosu stztute 1 bur’gEast'Indi’a*; and lastly, in 1760, the little snug
_‘ commodities can be found for the Chinese market, . and lucrative monopoly, «the exclusive trading
i N F 1IN0 . i 1 - ‘. : S : ’ ) - °
L}é; this most 1 winous of all tmde‘s imperatively de on the north-west coasts of North America, called
mands the attention of good legislators, - But why Hudson’s Bay. All these, with the exbepti on of'
“ " have these wise Chinese thus contracted our assets - the Lorndon Compan‘iés th’e' Baﬁk' the Eést< India.
. 2 g 2 y >

|

ll‘ for their. staple production > Why was our mo-

| dern Sir T. Row (Lord Macartney) received by
them with contempt and. grimace® - May not the
latent and fatal cause be found in our insatiate
thirst after others territory ? and in artifices incom-

. ‘patible with that christian benevolence, which
should have been the actual firman and passport
of an honourable people ? '

and the Hudson’s Bay, are abrogated, or substan-

* This great Hanover ian sea-port 6Hértér was granted in 17233
the Prince of Wales (Geo 11.) Governor ; the Lord ‘Barrington,
his deputy.

In thei mvestxgatxon, however, into tbls ‘amiable '« recollection of '
our native Jand,” his lordship found himself expelled the com-
mons house’; and the grant of these German oriental adventurexs
was withdrawn,
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tially exhausted, and have scarcély left a vestige.
behind ! . ‘

Two or three excluswe monopolies, then, rée-
main as national monuments of our ignorance, or
our injustice. L :

s

General Observations relative to the actual State of
the United Kingdom.

To the preceding, and ’tis presumed, formble‘

observations, all tending to attract the general
attention towards the great injury to the com-
monwealth, which arises from -these exclusive

charters,. especially such as are,similar -to that of

the Fast India Company, when combined with
an tnexplicable connection, or with the fostering
partiality of the ministers, through a state of the
representation, where (offered to be proved at the

bar, . see .Parliamentary - Journals) - a mayoriy is.

chosen by 154 individual peers, or opulent nabobs
and commoners ;* to these observations, _I say,

* The remains of one independent borough (in Surry) consists
in four uprwht stones. A dentleman one day compassmnate]y
covered these extrinsic ;e'wels with as many broad beavers. At
some future e]cctlon they wxll plobably be approached thh M=
presswe music. :

¢ Oft have we heard that thmgs z;zammale have spoke,

- And, as with living souls,”. &c. ' ’
And nerhaps Mr. Nabob, now Sir Mark Wood, Bart. who holds
them at a costly . price, will join,in a chorus. So much for rotzen
boroughs.
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much might be added by ingenuity ; but I avoid it
from a conviction that the foundation for a free and

The next great national evil is the hypocrisy of the patriots de~
nominated the Wuigs. I would have once unveiled these gentle-'
men. It was after the Maidstone trials, and the execution of
O’Coigley, who had firmly resisted all the importunities of the
Bentincks, and their agent, the Rev. Mr. Griffiths. Happening to

belong to the whig club, I gave notice of a motion, *¢ that the pro-.

Jessed principles of the club, demanded from those great men, who
had giveh evidence at Maidstone, an explanation of their suspici~_
ous connexion ; and a public declaration of the club relative to
the civil liberty claimed by the British and Irish mal-contents,”
&c. T had already ascertained, that this famed club was devoid’
of every requisite but the NaME: It was essential that all the.
world should appreciate its merits. What was the consequence
of such my notification? I was urged to refrain by all the junta
about the chair ; amongst others, Mr, Recorder Mackintosh asked
me * what could be my motive!!”” When Mr. Councellor Ego,
however, came to my residence in Bridge-street, and oppressed me
with his eloquence, I consented to abstain ; but, ofall my politi<
cal measures, it only remains to me a subject of regret.

A very short time afterwards I experienced a great #rait of gra-
fitude, yet I was faxrly punished. A pubhc prosecution adamsty
me took place ; an immense fee was given ; I found myself loaded,;
with such epithets as P AuPERUM DEPRESSOR; and in prison seven
weeks before a sentenee could be devised, because * he would not.
intercede for this great oﬂence, in holding the 25th part (not the
whole trade, East India directors) of a commodxty of secondary
consideration.’ : o

If that learned personage should happen to read this memento, 1
entreat him to return to the original cottage in Kent, which bealé
his nane, and where he commenced his most learned mvestxo'a-'
tions, and ascertain which is- the fest law, that of a commoner at

* ghe Old Bailey, ¢ protesting against the i ferrorem banishment of
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opeﬁ trade, beyon’d’ Bona Esperanza, I have already
happily explored’ and ascertained; and my abler
contemporaries shall have the honour of the
supersh ucture, - ' e

If T was more especially 1mpelled to present this
foundatlon, it was because I had duly reflected on
the actual distress of our artists and. our merchants,
and also, on the unavozdable progress of it ; thatit
would be impossible long' to avert the most cala-
mitous results, unless we have a speedy restoration
of PEACL, and a radical reform in the representa-
tion of the Commons. - Or if a rational - peace
cannot be obtained, (but which I deny) that the
latter becomes more indispensible; and must be
accompamed by this unfathomed channel of oriertal
trade. -

- To. éounteract Bonaparﬁe s domination over the
contment of Eurepe, it also becomes the supreme

~ duty of the United Kingdom, to assert the entire

sovereignty of that element which is, of itself even,

“a voluble monarclu/, which would enable us to.
prescribe laws to every nation; would mock and

ridicule the reveries of the ¢ balance of pewer”

authors to-distant prisons,” or that of the created peer in another
court, in which such distant pilgrimages appear consonant to the
British eonstxtutxon' t - To relieve his studies, T will send this cone
sistent great egotist, an ¢ Essay on GrATITUDE ;” and hew, on
the demise of a monarch, a wig may be obtained, that shall pre-
duce half a million of money, This appears an xrrelevant di=
gression ; nof sa fo. those who /zaLe a mvzlant eye_upon the leaders qf‘

parties.
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politicians,and, if wholly unconnected with territorial
expeditions, presents the only rational mean by
which we can BALANCE THE scALE with the
French conqueror, and' PRESERVE our 1nternal

“tranquillity and independence.

‘His Royal nghness, then, the Regent or the
King, must duly reflect on this actual situation of
the country. He must banish from his threshold,
all advisers but those who will “say to him, ¢ the
misfortunes, during your father’s long reign, arose
from the cohtinuation and inc’reasé of a venal
representation” of the people. If your Highness
has courage to throw yourself upon that
people ;- the most loyal, the most enlightened,
and most grateful in the world ; it will be a new
era, certainly ; but your Highness will become a
model for princes. Otherwise, prepare yourself
for a crown of thorns, and for a supremacy, only
over misery and discontent I’

Good statesmen know, that as the orlental mo-
nopoly arose from bad princes; or bad senators, and
was confirmed by a defective ,9'ep7'esentai;io7lz,theSe-
reveries are not inapplicable; -

lee actual state of the United Kingdom, conszdered

“more in limine. -
The precedmg head, as throughout my plan of
considering'a government, or a people’s welfare,

~emanated from the principle, a priori, * that a

well balanced state requires a representation of

i
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(perhaps) all who contribute to its exigencies :”’
when, therefore, I this moment confidently as-
serted, that a rational peace could be obtained, it
was on the calculation that, at length, our boasted
wisdom, and religious and civil professions, would
soon—yvery soon, produce a reformed representa-
tion, and lead us to obliterate, for ever, those
impious monuwments of a dark age,—the test, and
ather religious penal statutes,—which have un-
strung all our energies, and systemized perjuly
and hypocrisy itself. _

As, however, it is but too obvious by the recent
writings of certain authors, particularty of a Cap-
tain Pasley, that under the cloak of a comparison
of landed or of commercial pational wealth, and of
correcting our bloated commerce and our trading

“habits, we are to be led to recollect that memo-
rable lapsus lingue, « perish eommerce, preserve
and that every nerve is to con-

>

the constitution ;’
tribute to the humiliation of continental power,

rather than we should once more partake of the

hlessmgs of peace; aund, as I have grave reasons
to belleve, that this anti- replesentatwe doctrine is

congenial to the oriental Welles{ey s scheme of

government, I am eompelled to guard my rational
and my patriotic countrymen, against the crisis

which is impending. And I will corroborate this,

requisition, by brief remarks, ¢ on the comparative
wealth of an agricultural or a commercial pro-
perty”’—¢ of our funded property”— of the
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errors’ in' conducting the war hitherto;” as well
as « what ought to be the future mode,”” if Bona-
parte should be so absurd as to declme hberal and
rational overtures for peace. S

On the first head, I'will admit w1th all good
publicists, that the value of the land only is a true
criterion of  the ‘welfare and stability of a state.
‘And, for the plainest arithmetician to calculate |
correctly where; and at what period in any sove-
reign state, (exclusive of dependent islands), may
be found more or less of such wealth and stability;
he has only to compare its quantity of circulating
medium, whether coin or paper, its inhabitants,
and its geographical acres to purchase. :

“Thus, then, fairly estimating such irt the United

Kingdom in 1765, with those of France, or of

Spain, or Italy, he will form true criteria of the
comparative superiority of our wealth and insular
confidence. But, when he takes such a view at

~ a more recent period, suppose 1805, if, instead of

15 to 20 millions of (chiefly) specie, in these isles

in 1765, he does not, 40 years afterwards; cal-
‘culate our specie and paper medium; such as

exchequer bills, bills in discount, town and ‘coun-

| ~try Bank: emission, East India bonds, altogether
- at 100 to 120 mzllions; -he will not justly estimate

the actual companson between us and the temtory

of another power. ; “ \ o
I will not lead my reader towards the boundaries

of despair. Let him, if he can, console -himself
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- This Captain Pasley’s comments; on the errors
of the war, are tolerably correct. There is not a .
doubt that, as with all other sublunary actions, if
we had been blessed with the gift of inspiration,
or if the gallant captain had been our premier, -
~ many wonderful improvements: might have been
made. . But'.will any enlightened man admit, that -
with our exhausted tangible property; our enor-
mous loadstone of debt, and with our proscriptive
_religious code, ‘it was possible, in ‘the nature of
things, to have produced more faithful coalitions,
- or more permanent counteraction to. the French
system; which, for the time, destroyed every -
exclusive civil and religious privilege; ‘aye, and
even often held forth ~an equal representa-
tion of the people? Boons, which for its oppo~

‘ with boasting that his lands cost him thirty-five
| years purchase, and . in. 1765, would not have
] reached twenty-five. -~ = T .

fi‘: 5 Let the confidential stock-holder (that satellite -
‘ 1 | of the land proprifeter),‘cheer~himsel.f; a-nd? wholly _
‘\ : | Tosing sight of these fundamental criteria data, for.

« / landed, and therefore, for funded wealth, »tell. you
| " with complacency, that his 8 per ;c‘,ents-are and

k | have long been at 65, and som;etlmes _»grea'tly R
Bl higherv; and that after the ,Amencan«usepa?atxon
| and peace, in 1783, and with not one thl/l‘d. qf 7
our present national debt, they were. dr?op1ng
below 54. Yes, and so they were; but it Tvas
not, to use a metaphor, ¢ a pang as when a gant
dies”’ it was the momentary composure of the
‘lion, tired with the toils of an unlawful chace.

So much for landed and funded national wealth.
That, derivable from:the arls, and from commerce,

are relative, precisely as the scheme of govern-

ment. is, -or is-not, @ pacific or -a -wise one.
_Their judicious  extent has an unerring standard :

R

- nent, the coalitionists to grant, it was necessary to

be in possession of, and to have #llustrated in their
own natal land. T RTINS

- This, and this only, is the:cause of our failure in
the pious crusade; and the further procedure, on

internally, it is madness to discompose. established - such _abqs{ss* f’afl only aCC“‘m‘flate‘ our ?T{?SfOY?U“?S~
habits, or to permit a single drone; externatly, all I will admit, however, with .C‘apt‘am f Pasley,
the channels are pernicious, where the balance of ; ~who has produced 550 laborious pages, and
sraffic, the precious met als, are agai-r?st“‘}& Exports ; ,has' promlsed .as many .mor‘e,‘ uponk’o.ur "mlllztar:y‘
are the inestimable. extreme arteries of t.he bOfly I p(?hcy » Some "Yef“‘t or two.hence; 'bVUt t}s ~}1ope§~ he
politic: Proper imports, as bullion, constitute 1ts - % will be previously requited by an ' enviable ap-

vena portarum. Taxes on industry, then, are pointment - that after:we had determined to chas-

e

" national blunders ; what is gained in the hundred,
“islost:in the shire. . . - G
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- passage through' the canal of Sleswic, of our Rus-

sian ‘'subsidy specie (a fact little known,)—we

‘mighthave decently retained the monumental ashes

of Copenhagen, and of our ingratitude..

But does not the literary captain see—will not
every good publicist see—in the very abandon-
ment of that capture, we tacitly admitted, that
the conscientious religious feud, which led the
bands of Gustavus of Sweden, to check the n-
£olerant hosts of France, even at her iron fron-
tier, was evaporated? ~ Had mnot our three or
four crusades in Germany ascertained this? Had
not-all of the Protestant princes become prostrate ?
And why? Because that the British interference
appeared to be founded on an erclusive dominion of

the seas; and because the confederacy held not out

a reform of each arbitrary state? The lot of

‘the PEOPLE. was not the consideration: We had

forgotten to embark the imperial standard of RE-
‘PRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT, AND OP RELIGI~
. The first of which was partially
presented by the adversary ; the latter (one-third
of Bonaparte’s senatm protestantb) ‘was actually

~‘exemplified.

- Unless, then, that standard can. be unfurled upon i

the European continent, and previously conse-
crated at the British shrine of liberality and of

~ justice; all plans for abridging the power: of Bona-
-parte, even those of the gallant captam, will as-

suredly be in vain. , ‘
It is thus, therefoxe, that I deny we cannot
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have a peace.
a respite, and to proceed to the consecration of

that sacred standard, and thus give thls piteous
‘continent some actual proofs of our superior civil

and moral code? Then, indeed, may' we expect,

not an'invitation to shed our blood, and exhaust.

our treasures in co-operation—but a simultaneous

- determination to enjoy what reason and nature has

destined them, and, by divided gm%ermnents, alike
controul their external foes, or their insidious in-
ternal friends. ‘ :

If, however, this blessed moment is yet far re-

‘moved, I have already said, that it is become re-

quisite to our independence, that we completely

" command the ocean, and not suffer a single vessel

to enter an enemy’s port. In forming this opinion,
I have duly estimated the immense acquisition of
United States shipping and commerce, during the
preceding seventeen years war, arising chiefly from

‘our kind oriental treaty with them of 1794, and

cemented by their free ingress and egress into every
European harbour. |
I have also crravely reflected on ‘what  has been

cogitated on the ¢ law of nations;”’ and I am. com-

pelled to admit, that such law must, to be equi-

table, bear a due proportion with the concurrent cn-
cumstances of the day. The “ law of nations,”
then, of our time, fairly poising the actual domi-

" nation of Bonaparte over the greater portion of

European contment—-w1th the critical position in
which our councﬂa have placed us, his antago-

N

Is it not, I pray, better to obtain.
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nist, to such baneful power (‘because unaccompa-
nied by the principles of a fice government)—that
law will justify Britain in the complete exclusion of
the new world, from.this awful concussion of the.old
—the moment the flag of neutrality became injurious
to either of ‘the belligerents : It is preposterous to

suppose that a ¢ law of nations’’ can be otherwise -

interpreted. , e L e B
In promulgating this opinion, - which, perhaps,
will be much remarked, I was not ignorant that
the United States are debtors to our merchants of
a sum exceeding fourteen millions.. .. . -
- A similar amount; however, was in jeopardy at
the separation of those colonfes ; -yet we found. the
trade renewed with additional enterprise. .If, how-
ever, this apposite case may not_be satisfactory,
for that by hostility great permanent loss would
‘ensue—that the honour or justice of the hostile

foe is precarious tenure—I .reply,“,the British

legislator, and merchant, would then have another
fatal proof,  that no trade of the progressive in-
‘crease of the debtor side of a ledger, ever was, or

~ever will be, any thing but agnat national de-

ception.”’ * , R -
% We never see the wary citizens of the United States, in"Eu
‘ro'p‘e' ot Asia, but in- their own-manufactured cloth : -1 pledge

" miyself, that if ‘the war lasts five  years longer, we shall have lost
for ever our ExporT woollen trade ! . Perhapsthose great person- .

“ages who are seated on wool-sacks, will deign to consider, 'whether,
‘if the India cofpany’s injurious fmports formerly, produced the
‘mecessity of intermentsin woollen, their CONTINUED MONOPOLY,

“andsuch FLAGITIOUS TREATIEs as that with the. United'States,

‘of 1794, ‘may not soon ‘present ‘a .most.i:setiqus - Crisist ——
- Al ought to kiew, that these States: possess an ample;supply of
the raw material, -as they :do. for our other-great staple of -cot-
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- It is mot, however, without reluctance, I have
introduced what may appear tosome a broader the-
atre for destructive war. T :

- T solemnly declare, in answer, that this digres-
sive chapter is for the purpose of averting further
state calamity, of, of effectually repelling the foe,

if'we are ultimately obliged to-prolong-the horrible -

warfare. Besides, I have sanguine hope, that, if
otir - government- ‘should resort ‘to the tempo-
rary monopoly of the seas, the United States are

too wise 'to stray from their envied path of peace! -

All this, however, ‘is founded on a dernier resorte.
And, cven then, we cannot regain our station in
‘the first rank of natious, unless accompanied by a
:domestic liberality, which, like that of Tamer-
lane’s ‘successor, will give‘every man the advan-
tages of society, -agreeably 'to his talents and his
‘worth. I now return to the subject more imme-
diately under consideration.” = - . :
" The actudl state of Christianity beyond the Cape
" © of Bona Esperanza. -~ :
‘There is but ’éno;thelj point of view; in which.I
shall treat the great subject I have embraced ; and,

ton goods. We have heretpfore, in our annual manufacture of
‘two millions and upwards of packs of wool,- employed an host of
people——and labour is, in this article, nine-tenths of its price !—
Is it, then, an object ‘of indifference, whether landed estates
should rise or fall?. whether, like 25,000, in Manchester, one-

Sourth of our population -should be degraded by donations? Let -
“us not, then, be compelled to exclaim, either of the Indian'or

. American act, *‘ AD RETINENDAM, ANGLIAM EXCORIAVIT.”
In this pertinent digression, 1 have displayed the port folio, and
the hinge, onm which grates. our American diplomacy,— THE
snuG INDIaN cLausg oF 1794! It could not be otherwise.
- § free people are entitled to know EVERY THING. . o

"N
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|if it be the last, it will not be of least considera-

tion, with thinking, and with moral men..

As it has been tolerably ascertained, through
those or ‘igindl charters which have been exposed,
that princes, in granting them, were piously urged
by a ‘wish to' disseminate the more enlightened
precepts of chmstlam’r) , may we not lament to see,
that after this christian military oriental warfare of
911 years, we can only find (Parliamentary De-
bates, 1806,) ih ninety regiments, on the Hast-
Tndia establishment, ten chaplains? and that, (it
is authentically known,) over the forty millions of
dark and unlettered Indian subjects, there are not
above fifty ministers of Christ’s doctrine accommo-
dated’ with ‘places where to expound his divine
‘precepts ! ‘and that, for more benevolent aid, de-
vout men (see Mr. Prendergast’s speech in the

last gession,) ‘have sometxmes, and only sometimes,

permission from these sons of Belial to enforce
those precepts from a chair, or a table, in the ba-
zar, or public market! If this, however, is sub-
stantially denied at hoine, 1 implore the moralist to
seek, 'if he can find, one of the pamphlets of a Mr.
ik wmmb, Junzor, in which this son, in order to se-
cure the impending election. of his father to the
envied directorial chair,” actmlly thought it po-
litic to impute the late insubordination of the troops
in the Carnatic, not to silly innovations in the ha-

bits or the .creed of the poor Asiatics—not to a’

“general discontent, from certain dlscovenes, and
from {usthm Lnowledgc, or ﬁom a lack of pay,

R

SRR

T

R 004 s e o NI o

R R 2

( 181 )

but, forsooth, from the seditrous preachings of some
half dozen religious missionaries, who, to the dis-
grace of our depraved institutions, have, of late
years, contended. with apostolical revilings, with
scoﬁk, and weth. privations, in order to promoﬁeﬁ'
what @ christian scheme of government should. have

- promoted, 200 years ago!

‘It is frivolous, but not impertinent, to say, that,
amongst the voters for this ¢ envied chair,” were
some men; whose conscious duty led them to re-
sist, on two several vacancies, the pretensions of
this unfortunate author’s father ; ; and if they after-
wards allowed him the ¢ honour’’—in consequence,
mind, of his assurance, * that he was ignorant of
this production,” or, ¢ was ashamedof it,” Tam

 compelled to compliment their benevolence, rather

than their discretion: The parent, and director,
then, who hasa good comprehension, may happen

to be edified from this-page: As for the hopeless -

young man, I return him to his academy, and——to
the New Testament! . S : ‘

If this, then, AND THIS.IS, the deplorab]e con-
:sequer‘rce,‘of Asiatic violence, of avarice, and -of un-
represented; and, therefore, ‘of UNCONTROLLED
domination, would it be unnatural, would it be
impious;  for-an honest individual, nay, even an
whale nation of freemen, thus to implore and ad-
dress the highest. branch of the legislature? * the
principles of christiansty and of justice are the
basis of your governnent; and forty: millions,

or two-thirds, of your subjects, devoid of a re-

presentative -legislation, “are strangers to both;
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our oriental military government h‘as’inovéd gL ¥
compatible with the expansion of the mind, and the
national character s been debased; 'a conquered
people have retrograded since that conquest, and
present’ a spectacle of slaver. y, ignorance, and mi-
sery! By the freedom of thought, and by the col-
lision of opinion, which had so'pre-eminently dis-
tinguished our islands, it might ‘have been ex-
pected, that better fruits would have been attained
from the -germ of our famed ¢ reformed religion,”
and from our ostentatious “ religions liberty.” ¥t
might have been rationally Hoped, that some one
of your royal ancestors would have reco]lected
and have acted upon, the memorable and DIVINE
dedication- of Robert Barclay, to Charles I1." pre-
fixed to his « Apology for the Quakers, 1678.”” -
¢ There is no King in the world who ean so ex-
perimentally testify of God’s providence and good-
ness ; neither is there any who rules so many free
people, so many true christians; which thing ren-
ders thy government more honourable, thyself more
considerable, than the accession of MANY ¥ATIONS
FILLED WITH SLAVISH AND SUPERSTITIOUS
sovLs. If after all thy waraings, and advertise-
" -ments, thou dost not turn unto the Lord with all thy
heart, but forget Him, who remembered thee in thy
dzstress, and give up thyself To FOLLOW LUST AXD
VANITY, surely GREAT WILL BE THY CONDEM-

: NATIO‘\T

With such reasonmb, and such reflections, ‘do I
_consign this humble, yet interesting, basis' and

5T
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outline,—t0. GOOD PRINCES,and to. HONEST MEN.
The few, who, on reflection, will censure me,
will be found amongst those deeply interested in
the continuation of the Asiatic monopoly, or,

amongst the venal critics.

My conscience, however, has been my guide,
my companion, and my friend! The freaks of a

- bad Judge (now no more) deprived me of my avo-

cation in commerce, and also of an independent
property ; and threw me, perhaps, upon the scoffs
~——perhaps, upon the satire of mankind. But, I
trust, that I am too enlightened to repine, when,
in addition to my having first approached the
throne (1795) with a petition for the blessings of
peace 1 am again the precursor, the happy mean,
of exposing a pernicious monopoly, and thus vrTI-
MATELY coNVE‘Sz LIBERTY AND CHRISTIAN

CONSOLATION, TO FORTY MILLIONS OF UNFOR-

TUNATE FELLOW—SUBJECTS'

Those «« yltimate”’ measures are undoubtedly
vested in the legislative constitution of the realm ;
and it is. presumed, that in. whatever place there

is an interest, and it is a gener al, as well as local

one, 1t‘he parliamentary . candidate, at the ensuing

elections, will be PLEDGED, as SINE QUA NON,
to introduce, and to promote, the expansion of this -

oriental trade. o

f, those o ultlmate .measures should be abor-
tive, the countly will have another fatal proof of
the evils of the ¢ rotten borough system.” Ifa
meeting of merchants, from manufacturing and
sea-port towns, were to take place, 1 should, ina
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private memoir, give some relevant e.zplwatzon.s —
But I have ultimately determined thus previously

to appeal to ‘“the candid and the good.””  They
o will, it is presumed, cordially. assent to the fol--

iowmg
DEDUCTIONS :

e That exclusive pr1v1leges are 1ncompat1ble with.
»the principles of a free people, and with the spirit
of the GREAT CHARTER. ,

-« That those enjoyed by the honourable East
" India Company, were, until the reign of William
I11. obtained of punces by the most ﬂagrant cor-
ruption.

¢ That, pxewous to such relgn t‘ms Company

applied to, and received the sanc tion of, the infa-
mous Judge Jeffreys.

¢« That their first act of" parhament (1693, sth ofub“
William II1.) appears to have been obtained thro’

the medium of bribes, conveyed to the members
of both houses of parliament: .

¢« That their charters, subsequently obtamed
attract towards the legislature the most ugzlcmt

~ suspicion of a free people; especially when it is

recollected, that their representatives, before the
revolution, mvarlably protested against all exclu-
sive grants, as “‘incompatible with their punmples

« That the last of them, the charter of. 1/90,_'

appears to have been substantlally forfeited, on the
part of the honourable the East India Companv

~ 85, Nelson-square, London,, -
.1811. '

Qha: les Squu'e, Printer, Furnival's- Irm-Court, London
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