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Here prefent you with an N
ample and authentic Defcn
tion of the Hland of Zetland |

land, where T refided for thex

Space of Five Years, during which-
Time I applied myfelf chiefly to
the ftudy of knowing all that T
thought worthy Obfervation ; and

‘really, I met with feveral uncom-

-mon, Subje@s, which, I believe

npon an attentive Perufal, you
| will
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will ackildwleage to be fuch, | and,
1 hope, receive ‘fome”‘a;grfeeab‘le

‘Satisfadion therefrom; efpecially,
“as to the Britifp White-Herring-

Fithery, for here is the moft
commodious Coaft for catching of
Herrings, and the fafeft Harbour

in Britain for our Ships and Vef-
fels in Cafe of ftormy ‘Weather.

1 did not intend however, to have
publi{hed any Thing concerning
this Hland (tho’ nothing the like

© thas been- ever treated of by any
~ Author before, as what you have
- here before you) had it not been,
that T was importuned of late, by

{everal Gentlemen of my Acquain-

‘tance (W ell-wifhers ta their Coun-
~¢ry) to communicate my Know-

ledge of this Ifland to the Publick,

~asa Subjedt of very great Impor--
 tance to thefe Kingdoms, at this

i

P

critical

"PREFACE v

“eritical Conjundiure, upoﬁ which

I put Pen to Paper, as believin
I lay under an indifpenfible Obli-
gation of communicating 2ll the
Light 1 was capable of giving my
Patriot Reader of it, in order (if

poflible)to procureRélief, Honour,

and Wealth to Greai-Britain, may
you therefore, and every true Bre-
ton that perufes thefe Papers,
prove Inftrumentsin your Spheres
towards enriching your Country,
by encouraging the Brayfb White-

Herring-Fifhery, to your eternal

Honour.

Adien !




OF THE

Britith Fitheries.

o1 @@;‘;n?‘ O RE I touch on the
S "‘*J?S\Brzfz/}) Herring - Fifthery, 1
iy ”‘lfhall give an exact Defcrip-
SRSIESAN) tion of the Ifland of Zetland ;

SBboRNeES of jts Inhabitants, their Cuf~
toms and Manner of Living; and alfo of

the Produce of this* Ifland, which may

“ be rendered of m‘imfc BCI efit to the
Brzz‘gﬂo Fifheries,

The Ifland of Zez‘lcmd’ vmgarly called

Shetland, formerly belonged to Norway :
But Fames the Sixth of Scotland, having

married a Princels of Denmark, this, with

the Orkney Iflands, were given hlm in Por-

“tion withher : It lies dlﬁant N. E. from

B jfoimny




2 Of the Britifh Fifheries.

fobnny Groat’s Houfe, commonly called

the Worlds End, in Caitbnefs, about 40

Leagues, and is in the 7oth Degree of

 North Latitude 5 its Longitude is from

South to North upwards of a Degree, or
Sixty Miles, that is, from Stinbur gh-
Head, the Southinoft Point, to Sea Ounft,
the Northmoft Point; and its Latitude
from Eaft to Weft, that’is, from a Point
clofe to Lerawick, the Metropolis, to a
Place called Waze, in the Weft, one
third of a Degree; or 20 Miles ; but you

. muft obferve, that in fome ?laces, the
 ‘Breadth is quite narrow, efpecially to the.
" Southward of Lerwick 5 now this Ifland

is fubdivided into many more, by han:ow_
Arms of the Sea, or what the Natives

‘call Sounds ; but the main Hland is in - .

Length from Siniburgh-Head oY e[ﬂSoug’zd,
48 Miles, then you crofs that Ferry; v‘vhlch‘
is a Shilling Fare, tho’ Gentlemen, who
travel the Country, (which is moftly by
‘Water) give the poor Men f{omewhat
‘fnore than their Fraught, on Account of
their being often obliged to pull hard at
fheir Oars, the Tidesare forapid in thefe
“Placés 5 the next Shore you land at, is
éailed 2l and computed 16 Miles in

* length; this Ifle is an entire Ridge of

rocky
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rocky Mountains, only by the Sea Side,
where the WNatives inhabit; here they
lay difcontiguous from one another, on
‘Account of the barren Soil; next. you
crofs a narrow Arm of Sea, {Fare Six-
‘pence) caled Yew-found, then you fet foot- .
ing upon the Northmoft Ifle, called Ounf?,
which is eight Miles in length; this is

efteemed the moft fertile of all the other

Iflands ; there is one high Mountain here,

~which in ferene Wearher is perceived at:

a great Diftance; the northmoft Part
of this Ifland, called Sea, is the north-
moft Point of our European Dominions
here 1 had the Curiofity to {et my Foot
upon the utmoft Rock, where the Moat
lay deep under me ; here are feveral dee

Hollows or Cavities, which produces

“many Pebble Stones, and by Reafon of

its Steepnefs, appears very frightful to
Strangers, who f{tand nigh its Brink to

‘look down; but the Inhabitants are no
- ways difmayed. | '

- The fineft Hawks in the World are
‘bred in this Ifland, and whether it is by
~Charter or not, I cannot tell, bat the In-

habitants are obliged to provide the King’s
Faulkiner, (who commonly refides at

B 2 A Ed2ﬂ°




4 Of the Britith Fifheries.

Edinburgh) with fo mapy every Year,
fot which Purpofe, a proper Perfon 1s

. 1

~ {ent out to recetve them, who maintains

them in their Paffage from Zetland to
Leith, with Dogs Flefh, which he buys

- up in the Hland, and kills occafionally on
the Voyage. |

Lerwich, the Metropolis of Zezland,
Lies about the Center of the main Eﬂagd,
and {tands upon the Brow of a declining
Rock, built in a Semi-Circle, along the
“Gide of the Sound, called Brefla Sound 3
" there are about three hundred Houfes in
¢his Town, all built of Stone, and
feveral People of good Fafhion inhabit
"them; here are feveral Merchants Own-
" ers of Ships, who venture pretty largely
upon their own Bottoms. Oppofite
to this Town, lies an Ifland called
t- Brefla, from whence the Sound derives

its Name, abouta Mile over ; this Ifland
is fituated in the Form of the oppofite
Shore, with its South Point running out
" two or three Miles to the Ocean, with a
~gentle Inclination towards the oppoﬁte
Shore, and the North Point affecting the
"like Inclination to its oppofite Shore

~ within, which two Semi- GCircles runs.

Brefla

Of the Biitith Fitheries, 5

Breﬂa Sound, one of the fineft Harbours

in the World, which the Duzch, above
all others, have juft Reafon to acknow-

ledge, for had it not been for this Afylum,

many of them had gone to the Bottom
of the Sea, for no vind can hurt you
when in, nor confine you when you want
to go out, being there is a South and
a North Opening, and the Ifland Brefla
keeps off the Eafterly, E. S.E. and E.
N. E. Winds, and the oppofite Shore de-

fends from the contrary Winds, fo that .

no Damage can happen to any Ship here,
and in cafe you {pring a Leak, or want to

have your Veflel cleaned, here is a fine .

Sand under the Town, where you may
run afhore with the greateft Safety 5 I
have feen Dutch Greenlanders often put
in here for that Purpofe ; what makes
me expatiate fo much upon this Habour
is, that in cafe our Fifhery is promoted,
this is a fine Retreat in bad Weather,
which often happens in thefe Seas; there
is juft before you open the Harbour,

- coming in at the Youth Mouth, a blind
~ Rock, which fhould be: carefully avoid-

ed ;. but the Dutch know it well 5 there
are many Poes, (as the Natives calls them)
but properly Arms of Sea, which run

- B3 - up




6 Of the Britifh Fifheries,

u.pvthfe Country in fundry Places feveral

Miles, where Ships may thetler thems=

{elves in bad Weather, and where Abun-

dance of various Kinds of Fifhes are
~ caught, fuch as Salmon T'rout, as big as

fome Salmon, many Seales, and young

Whales, or what we call Porpuffes ; I

faw fifty-two of thofe drove afhore one
Morning within a Musket-fhot of the
Place where I lodged, which produced
a large Quantity of Oyl; there is a Part

. of this Creature which the Natives eat,
to wit, the finny Part, Curiofity induced
" me to tafte a little of this dainty Modicum,

and it feemed to me to refemble Ox
Cheek, as to the Seales, they are only
ufeful for their Skins, which is ‘ufed by
Trunk-makers to cover Trunks with ;

~ they get {ome Oil out of the Fat be-

fides ; I have, howéVer, {eén -"fome'.of the
poorer Sort eat them. »

" There are Otters here alfo, which are

amphibious Creaturcs, ‘that live fometimes

i the Water -and fometimes on Land ;
thefe Creatures refemble a Yox -very
much, only he is longer, and their Legs
uch fhorter ;: "This Animal lives upon

' Fifh, asall the others do “hete, they ‘are

{o
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fo plentiful in this Ifland, and even fo fa-
miliar, thatin cold Winter Nights they
will come into Peoples Houfes, and lie
down by the Fire like a Dog; they very
feldom beftow any Shot upon them, but
knock them down with Sticks, in either
coming from, or going to, the Salt Water,

for they go often up into Rivulets and
Lakes in {earch of Trout, of-which there

are great Store in this Iland ; their Skins
are a good Commodity, and their Fat
produces fome Oil: There are many
T.akes or Lochs in this Ifland, which
abound with fine Trout and Eels: There
are alfo many Rabbits in this Ifland, in
fome of whofe Holes I have found, in
the Winter time, Numbers of Swallows,
lie as fiill, as if dead, I have taken hold.

of them, and notwithf’can‘ding they were .

alive and well, yet they did not offer to
fly away, fo that I left them where I found
them ; and as none of thefe Birds are to
be feen here in the Winter, I imagine
they fly to thefe Northern Parts, where
they lie dormant under Ground till the
Summer Seafon, when they return again 3

" and, confequently, they muft be one of
‘thofe Birds called the Seven Sleepers. But
that I may got difappoint my Reader in
S Y, 1y ALat

his

row
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his Expetations, I thall return back to
the Capital, and inform ‘him, that there
is the Ruins of a Fort above theTown,
at the North End, which commands the
Harbour, and might be ufetul to us upon
any Emergency, if repaired, which would
be but a trifling Charge to the Gove n-
rnent, {eeing the poor People there would
gladly work, and that for frall Wages,
and there is Plenty of Stone, fo. that it

" might be foon done, and at a fmall Ex-

pence.

1 think it was in King #2liiam’s Wars
when two French Admirals burnt 360
Sail of Dutch Bafies, or fmall Ships,
in this Harbour, all loaded with Herrings ;
but the Governor-betrayed them, for he
kept a fecret Intelligence with the French
Admiral, fo he let them fight it out be-
tween themfelves; by which Means they
fell a Sacrifice; but had he exerted him-
{elf, he might have kept out the French,
and by that Means have faved the Duzch.

 There are little Horfes in this Ifland, -

which the Inhabitants call Shelties, they
are fo very fmall, that one may lay his
Leg over them from the-Grouud; but

notwith-

Of the Britith Fifheries. 9

notwithftanding their Smallnefs, they are

both ftrong and altive, and live man
Years, even until they are blind with Age :
1 have heard fay, fome of them live ’till

. they are upwards of thirty ; they are never

kept within Doors, but foaled in the Fields,
five in the Ficlds, and die in the Fields:
They do little Work, unlefs it be to carry
fome Sea-Weed, to .dung the Ground in
Sced-Time. There isno Horfe-hire de-
manded here, unlefs it be ‘in the Summer,
when the Dutch are upon the Coaft ;
during that Time, fome of the Country
People bring in their Horfes for the
Dutchmen to ride, and I muft own, that
if they were not better Sailers than Ri-
ders, I would not chufe to venture my
Life fo far as Gravefend in one of their
beft Bottoms. There is a Spot of Ground
above the Town, about a Quarter of 2

Mile in Length, and pretty even Ground,

which is very rare in Zetlend ; here the

‘Countryman comes with his Horfe, en-

qpiring,,in Dutch, who will ride; imme-
diately comes a clum{y Dutchman, gives
him a Dublekee (that is T'wopence) than
up he mounts; the Owner of the Horfé
immediately falls a beating the Creature,

and pricks its Tail with the Point of his

Stick H
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~ Stick ; then, behold ! in an Inftant, down

comes the Dutchman ; 0p he gets again,
and mounts afrefh, but before he gets on
a {econd Time, there muft be a fecond

Dublekee, and he is fcarce up before he

;s down again; fo that the Fellow often

" makes a Shilling of the Dutchman before
~ he comes to the End of the Place ; this,

together with what Money they receive

for their Stockings, is all the Cafh they
have from one Year’s End to the other;

unlefs when fome Dutchman fancy any
of their Horfes, then they chance to make

-a good Profit, as they will fell & Horfe
to a Dutchman for a Pound, that they

cannot fell to their Neighbours for three
Half-Crowns. | S

There _are,abundanée of Sea-Fowls of’

various Kinds here, but theirFleth is black-
ith, and they have a fithy Taite; they ge-
nerally build their Nefts in the Shelves of
fteep Rocks over the Moat, and the Me-
thod the Natives ufe in taking the Eggs, or
catching the Young, is a very dangerous

~ one, which is after this Manner ; there is
‘awooden Stake, with a Hole at the upper -

End of it, through which a fmall Rope

is conveyed and fixed, and drove into the

Earth,

Of the Britith Fitheries. 73

Earth, hard by the Brink of the Rock,
then the Man lays hold of the Rope,

and goes to the Edge, and climbs down

~ the Face of the Rock, with his Basket

fixed to his Side, untill he comes where
the Nefts are, which are very numerous,
fo_ that he foon fills his Basket, then u

he comes again. I-thought this a fright-
ful Sight, for St. Paul’s is but very low,

~when compared to one of thefe Rocks;

befides, what makes it appear fill more

frightful, is, the Ocean underneath, where

there -is Sea fufficient to drown a fecond

‘Pharoab, and all his Hoft. Itold them
- 1 thould'not like to purchafe Eggs at the

Hazird of breaking my Neck, but they
only {miled at my Timidity, and went

their Way.

Now let us come to talk a ,litt'lé'cono |

cerning the People of thefe Ifland ; they
were (as I obferved before) originally

Danes, but now, as in moft Countries, are

a mixed People; however, they ftill re-

tain fome of the .Danifb Cuftoms: They

are naturally fair, well-proportioned, and
witty-; their Religion is Calvimiftical 5

there are twelve cftablithed Clergymen,
- -and one Itinerant amongtt them, each of
| - whom
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whom has two or three difcontiguous
Places of Worthip to attend; fome of
“thein are obliged to crofs feveral Leagues

of Sea to feed their fcattered ¥lock, but

~if it happens to turn out bad Weath_er
“about the Time they are fetting out, for
they have an appointed Time, and only

once a Year, they ftay at home, preach
to their Family and Neighbours, and let
their diftant Flock feed themfelves in the

beft Manner they can ’till that Time next

Year; for after the Time limited = 1s

elapfed, three hundred and fixty five .

Days paffes over their Heads, if the Wea-
ther was eve r {o fair, before they make the

Jeaft Preparation to vifit that Part of their

Vineyard, as if they imagined it produced

~ nothing but. wild Grapes; but if t.hefe
‘poor Yeople were not better provided
with Fifh than Gofpel, they muft have

been flarved long ago.

" Their chief Occupation, (I mean the

common People) is Fifhing, and making

coarfe Stockings, and a Kind of Woollen
Cloth, called Shag, which they wear
themfelves, worth 2bout "Len-pence or

a Shilling per El ; Man, Wife, and

the
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the Winter, but in the Summer, the Men

are obliged to go to Sea a fithing for Cod
and Ling for the Lord of the Mannor;
for you muft underftand, that the Gentle-
men here are all Merchants, and to take
them in general, Men of good Parts,
only one Fault I found amongflt them,
compelling their Tenants to go to Sea for
them, which I fhall inform you of pre-
{ently. 'Thefe Gentlemen, cach of them

,Aupon‘their different Eftates, or Manors,
‘build a Houfe by the Sea-fide, (conti~

"g‘uou‘s to their own Dwellings) called a

‘Booth, which with us is called'a Ware-

houfe ; here they kesp what Goods they

‘have Occafion for, to fupply their Te-
‘nants with, fuch as Durich Linnen, Dutch
Gin, Tobacco, Fithing Lines and Hocks,

Mead, &¢. under the InfpeCtion of a

Clerk: Now, as I obferved before,  the
‘common People are very poor, and ia
the Beginning of Summer, there is as

great a Buftle in getting Men to go to Sea

‘to fith the whole Summer, for thefe Ma~

fters, as there is here, comparatively, when

'we are at War with France or Spain, to
find Men to fend Abroad ; yet thofe Ma- .
fters are as abfolute as fome Princes, for
{if thefe poor People do but murmur in

the
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the leaft at their Orders, they and their

- Families are banithed for ever out of theif

"Territories. I muft acknowledge this ap-
peared to me a very great Hardthip upon
the poor People, and the only Fault of
Confequence, 1 ever perceived them
guilty of, during my Abode among them:
Now, after they have got thefe Men

muftered rogether; the firft Thing is, to

let them have a Boat, which is common-
ly valued at three Pounds, or thereabouts ;
next Linesand Hooks, &¢. but obferve,

by the Bye, that neither of them have any

thing to truft to for Payment, but the
Fifh that is in the Sea; now thefe Fifh,
that they contraé for with the Mafter,
are Cod and Ling, for they don’t inter-

meddle in the Herring-Fithery; neither

indeed can they of themfelves; fo they
fet out, and when they return, always come
full, and for each Ling of fuch a Gage

‘they bave Threepence ; and for each Cod

they have Three-halfpence: Thefe Fith

~ they deliver at the Booth, where there

are proper Hands ready to open them,

then put them into Troughs and falt them, -

and after lying a proper Time in Salt,

“they build them up in large Stacks, hard
by “the Booth, where they dry, and re-
. | maln
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main till they are ready for Exportation,

which is fome time in November ; when
they receive their Rents, which is chiefly
paid in Butter and Oyl, then thofe who
have Ships of their own, fend thofe Com-
modities to Hamburgh, or other Markets,
where they expect the beft Prices; and
thofe who have none freight Merchant-
men : Now in Return for thefe Goods,
they import Linnen, Fithing- Linés, and
Hooks, Tobacco, Hollana’s, (Geneva,
Mead, &¢c. The Fifhermen drink inw

ceflantly of thefe Liquors, for when they
‘go to Sca they have it with them; and
‘when they cannot go to Sea, on account
of bad Weather, they go to thefe Booths,
and drink till they can neither go or ftand,
‘reckoning up, over their Cups, what Fifh

they muft catch next Day to pay that
drunken Score : They are in general great

Chewers of Tobacco; they commonly

liveto a great Age; they neither ufe Phy-

“fician nor Phyfick. I remember I lodged

once in a Bower, or Farmer’s-houfe, where

‘the Head Maftér was upwards of an Hun-

‘dred ; he had a Son between Seventy and

- Eighty ; he had another upwards of Forty ;

~and he had four Sons mor¢, the youngeft
of whomwasFourteen. I happened to dine

| , - with

Mt o e i




]

- them to a Kind of a LCprfy-
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with the Family the laft Meal that the
old Man ever cat, which was a very hear~
'ty one; afterwards he went to reft him-
- {elf upon the Bed and foon expired,
without the leaft Pain, or thewing any -
Uneafinefs. ' |

They have not much Malt Liqﬁor
amongft them, for they have no Malt

~ but what they receive from the Orknuies,
 which is about thirty Leagues of Sea
~ diftant; but they have a Liquid called

Bland, which on account ‘of 1ts uncom-

“mon Quality and Effeéts, I thall de-

feribe s When the Woman has done

“churning, the Butter being taken off, the
~has two or three large round Stones, rea- .
‘dy hot in the Fire, which fhe takes out

and puts it into the Churn, when imme-
‘diately the thick Body defcends to the
Bottom, an? leaves a thin Subftance at
the Top ; this is poured out into Veflels,

“¢the thick Part they eat as we do Curds,
but the thin Part, to wit, the Bland, the

- poorer Sort drink it warm from the
Churn, which, together with frefh Fifh,

half raw, from off the Coals, without

either Bread, Butter, or Salt, difpofes
I re-
" member
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_;:ijjl;(:.’rl}bcr I faw an Inftance of this in
ong of the remoteft Iflands to the Eaft-

ward ; there were two young - Women

(fo the beft of my Remembrance Sifters)

ghq were affected with this fcorbutick
Humour, entirely owing to this way of

- Living, but might have been eafily cured

by Phyfic and Bleeding, for want of

?’_hlch, ‘being unacquainted with either
they foon died; but had been {et ‘a-:

- part feveral Weeks before ‘as' unclean :
But the better Sort of the Inhabitants

pours this Liquid into {mall Catks,
carties it up to the Top of a highs,ﬁil};i |
where they have a hittle Hutt, or what

till Winter, and when they “take it down -
todrink it in their Families it is- {o ﬁn‘c

and ftout, that by mixing a little Sugar
amongft it, you cannot diftinguifh it ﬁ'(%m,ﬂ

‘the beft Mountain Wine: They like-

wife dry {ome Beef in thefe Huts callec

ife diy fome I Huts called
Vivda, but it 1s very infipid Stuff] as ihzy‘
put no Salttoit. 'Their Sheep are fmall,

but their Cows, of which thev ha '
AUt LhEIr A > O ey I

a few., are fOY_I'lCWhat largerytlln?:le %}l)l;
Cows in the Highlands ot Scotland ; they |
produce large Quantities of fine ’Niilk -

thicker, when newly come from the Cow,
C - than

- they call a Skiow ; here they leave it un- |

z

.
i e R e




18 Of the Britifh Fifheries.
 the beft Cream our Dairy Cellars afford 5

and though they are often fed with Fifh,

as there is but little Grafs in the Country,
and Fifh here is the common Food, both

of Man and Beaft, yet their Milk fa-

vours not of Fifh in the 163&,

" The Gentlemens Seats in this Country -
‘are very magnificent, and all built of -

Stone, and their Infides elegantly deco-
rated ; but the chief Ornament they con-
tain, is generous, good-natured and hof-

pitable Treatment, refembling the High-

land Scots; they delight in nothing fo
much as that of entertaining Strangers,
which even the meaneft Clafs take a

Pleafure in, equal to their Abilities; but

amongft the better Sort, you will not

- only meet with Affability, Generofity and e

enteel Treatment; bur, above all, you
will be entertained with the agreca-

ble -Converfation of polite Gentlemen,

‘which, in fuch a remote Corner, and by
us (to our great Difadvantage) a too,

too much negleéted one, may be looked

upon by fome of my Readers as fictitious ;
but. I will appeal to thofe Gentlemen

who have been upon the Spot, whether:

what I now relate is true or falfe: No"_!;

it
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it is {o far from the latter, that I have not
defcribed the one Half of their Merits,
their Wifdom excelleth the Fame that you
hear: I fhall, therefore, before I proceed
to the main Subject 1 intend to profecute,
(and a Subjet that every true Briton
ought to countenance, to wit, the Herring

- Fifbery: entertain my Reader with a brief

Defcription of fome of the principal Fa-

- milies in this Ifland ; and firft begin at

the Southern Part, called the Nefs.

Therelives one Sinclair, of Quandell,

.a Gentleman of the firtt Clafs in the

Ifland:  He has an Eftate of about Five |
- Hundred Pounds per Annum ; contigu-

ous to this Gentleman’s Eftate lies one
Bruce of Simburgh, a Gentleman of a
plentiful Eftate; and free from any In«
cumbrances. Next I come Northward,
as far as a little Town called Scalloway,
three Miles to the South. Weft of the
capital Town Lerwick, as before-men-
tioned : Here ftands the Ruinsof an old

~Caftle, caled the Caftle of Scalloway:

This Town is pleafantly fituated in‘a Se~
mi-Circle, having fine Arable Ground all
behind it, and an excellent Harbour in

' C 2 its
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its Front. Along its Banks to the Weft-

‘ward, about a Furlong, {tands the Seat of
one Sir Andrew Mitchel, of Wefifkore, that
‘being the Place from which he derives

‘his Title.

This Gentleman has a plea-
fant and competent Eftate, and the only

‘Knight in the Country., He is an-Advo~
“cate, or Counfellor, but whether he prac=

tifes or not I cannot tell; one Thing I
know, that he is a Gentleman of great
Parts, and fo was his Father, Sir Fobn
Mitchel, who left a numerous Progeny

of fine Children, who have all inter-

married in the beft Families in the 1fland.
He hasa pleafant Garden contiguous to his

Houfe,which produces Variety of Kitchen

Herbs. But to return back to Scalloway ;
there was one Mitchel of Girlefla, when
1 was there, but fince dead ; this Gentle-
man was Uncle t6 the above~-mentioned
Knight, and Brother to one Mr. Andrew
Mitchel, an eminent Apothecary, here in
London at prefent ; this Gentleman was
one of the greateft Merchants in the

whole Ifland, and was poffeffed of a large

Eftate : He was an affable, good-natured,
‘humane Gentleman, delighting much in
relieving the Diftrefled, who would, if

any of his Tenants were reduced, not:

only
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only forgive them what they were in-
debted to him, (which fometimes was

pretty confiderable; but would lend them
Money to {et out afreth in the World ;

and in cafe he never was paid, (which
was often the cafe) - he never .troubled
them ; in a Word, this' Gentleman was
an anament to his Country 5 . I fhall
only inftance one more, though I mij

icht

enumerate many worthy Gentlemen be-

~ fides thefe mentioned, but not intending
to {well this little Treatife to a Volume, -

thall forbear ; now this Gentleman that I
am to mention, is one Gifford, of Bu/ia.

He has a large Eftate, and . when | was )

there,_had a large and fine F amily ; but
a great Breach has been made therein of
late by the Lofs of one or more of his
Children, who were drownded, when
on a Party of Pleafure, which I re-
member was fome Time ago inferted
I our - publick Papers; this Gentleran
deals largely in Trade, and very fuc-
cefsfull, fo that I believe he is- the mofk
money’d Gentlerran .in the Ifland : and
tQ‘.fpcak the Truth, he merits thit‘ he
enjoys, for his Houfe and -his Table are
always open and covered to entertain
vtrangers, -

Thcfér
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There are as fine Women in this Ifland
as any in Europe, and fome of the better
Sort, as polite, as many In more polite
Situations ; their Air is modeft and grace-
full, their Converfation is fweet, plain and
agfeeable, and their Drefs genteel, with-
ont the leaft Affe@ation; they are all
of them in general religious Obfervers of
the Sabbath-Uay, and Strangers to moft
(if not all) of thofe Vices predominant
amongft us. :

. Notwithftanding this Ifland lies’ con-
~ tiguons to Norway, not one Shrub or

Tree is to be met with from the one
End of the Iland to the other, unlefs it
be here and there in a Gentleman’s Gar-
den ; I remember 1 was one D:ay walk~
ing along the Side of a Voe, in Com-

pany. with one Mr. Fames Grierfon; a

Clergyman there, and a very worthy
Gen%l}éma‘n, and ftooping down, I beheld
fome 1 ieces of decayed Wood lying con=-
gealed in black Earth, over which the
ea ebb’d-and flow’d ; 1 asked him his
Cpinion concerning it ; he told me, that
he believed there had been Woods there

 before the Flood of Noah, but that de-

firoyed
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ftroyed all 5 I could give no better De-
Acription thereof, fo we droptit. - *

They bleed their Cows here once or
‘twice a Year, and they take the Blood

and boil it, thickning it with a little Oat-
meal, then they pour it into Veflels and
eat it, with a little Milk ; this was Food
I did not admire, though Curiofity in-
duced me to tafte it. :

Now, Reader, you muft obferve, that
no Wind nor Weather can prevent the
Natives from catching Fith; for if the
Wind fhifts its corner, they fhift theirs;
and a Boy of Nine or Ten Years of Age,
will take a Couple of Fifhing Rods, and

go down to the Sea-fide, fet himfelf

down upon the Point.of a'Rock, and in
lefs than an Hour, he will catch as many

{mall Fifh as will ferve twenty People;

the Kettle is always cleaned, ‘and Water

put into it for to boil the Fifh, before .

they are caught; their fmall Fifth they
catch by the Shore, are of two Kinds,
the one is called a Piltag, a grey Fifh,

 and fomewhat bigger than a Herring ;
the other is of the fame Colour, and

bigger - than a large Spraf, but much
B | finer
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- have fine Liver, .
Pyes, and broil them on the Coals, and
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finer cating ; this is called a Silag, ihey
of which they make.

they eat exceeding well ; there are infinite
Numbers of thefe fmall Fifh,. all round
the Ifland in every € nck and Corner,
yea, I have feen many "Thoufands of
them run on Shore in ftormy Weather ;
they dung their Ground chiefly with thefe
{mall Flﬂl and Sea-weed, upon which
their Sheep feed moftly.

‘Reader, I have here regaled you v with
various Difhes, and various Curiofities,
fuch as 1 bdgbve you never was emcz-
tained with before, not even in the fic-
titicus Travels of Ruzfm/wz CJZ"/O(? &c.
but ull that is here rdated is IFact and
Truth, 1 havmg had occular Demon-
{’rmtton of every individual Obfervation
here related, not only for your Amufe-

ment, but f01 your Advanmgc, if you

will. mplovL it, as I intend i, ‘which fs
for your bOUD‘Iy s good 3 ka}ow fcme of
my Readers wil itl be : apt to reflect, and fay,

O how miferably do thefe People live!

they know no better; or elfe they would
never endure il In aanﬂ to which, 1

oblerve, that if they are contented with

wha

EN
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what Providerce has allotted them, as
knowing nc better ; have they not the ,
Advantage of us, who know better, and
yet at the fame Txme abufe the rich Melm

cies we enjoy ! 1 thall now come to tl
:mam Point. ,

As I obfewcd before the common
People make many coarfe Stockings,
which they lay afide until the Begmmna
of Fune, when their Fair or Mart Wlth
the Dutch begins, which they ‘call the
Fohnfmas F&’Z?”' ~about this Time, the
Dutch, to the Number of ten or elevcn

,Hunured Buthes have wet their Netsupon

the Coaft, which they are obl 1ged to do
againft thc Eleventh. of Fune, iy an ex-
pref; A& of the States- Genelal of the

United Provinces; then they come Into
quﬂéz Sound, “ to buy Stockings ; they

- have for convoy two or three - Shrps of

War, each carrying ten or twelve Guns

thefe Ships when they caft Anchor, ﬁxe

thefe Guns as a Signal- for the Inlmbl~

tants all round the Country, and the Ifles,
to come in, which’ they acbordmg y do;
then the Coupmen come on Shore Wlt}
Bags of Money, and buy them all u
at Tcn Shlllsngs per Score ; abeut this

Time




26 Of the Britith Fifheries.

Time, there are Ships from Scotland and
 Ireland, and large open Boats from the
Orkney Iflands, loaded with Meal, Barley,
and Malt, on board of which Veflels the
Natives go, and buy up as much Grain
as their Money can purchafe, which they
carry home to fupport their Families,
feeing their own Land is {o barren, that
the yearly Produce thereof, is not fufficient
“to fupply them with Bread two Months,

~ unlefs it be here and there one, who has

alittle Arable Ground, feeing they delve
the moft of their Land on Account of
its Rockinefs, though there are fundry

~ Places, capable of Improvement, that lie

negl¢&ed. ‘

 The Gentlewomen, who make Stock-

“ings for their Amufement, work them
- very fine, even fo much fo, that one of

that Country who was here lately, and
whom I knew there, told me, he had

{old a Pair hére of his Wife’s making,
for four Guineas.

Now, as to the Dutch, they to the
Number of ten or eleven hundred S8ail,
~as I obferved before, enter fithing upon
this Coaft the beginning of JFume, where

they
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they continue fithing till the beginning of
September, during which pace they load
fandry Times, carry the firft to Holland,
where it fells at an exorbitant Rate, fee-
ing a hundred Dollars is reckoned buta
{mall Price for a Barrel of Herrings at
Amfterdam, or Rotterdam, for the firft
that are caught upon this our Coafl;
afterwards when they are ferved, they
fend the other Loads all over Eurgpe, up
the Mediterranean, and all over Izaly,
and the Tralians who are great Eate's of
Fifh, on Account .of their many Lents,
readily barter their Goods with the
Dutch for their Herrings, the Product
of our Coafts, the Profit of which,
muft, upon a moderate Computation

‘bring the Dutch in a Million Sterling

annually ; yea they have even the Af-
furance to difpofe of them at our own

‘Markets, ‘and we are fo weak as to pay

them ready Money for them, fo that I

B may juftly fay, the Dutch outdo us both

in Induflry and Prudence.

But that I may not .omit one very
material Point, their Method of curing '
and lafiing, or cafking the Herrings,

‘ : : though
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 though they have been always very 1hy,
and %ackward to let any of the Natives

of the Hland into the Method they take

of éuringi and. cafking the Herrings; yet

in Spight of all the Arts they could

- make ufe of, to conceal that Secret, it
has been difcovered, and their Method
is this, . S ;

After they have haul’d in their Nets,
which they drag in the Sterns of thelr
Veflels, backwards and forwards in tra~
'vferﬁng the Coaft, they throw them upon

the Ship’s Deck, which is cleared of every

Thing for that Purpofe, for they never
carry any Boats or Yoles along with
them, as they would be an Ingu;nbrance
to them in dreffing the Herrings, they
carry many Hands on Board, even to

the Number of Thirty or Forty, in each
Veflel; whom they feparate into fundry

Livifions, and each Divifion has a pe-
culiar Tafk, one Part opens and guts the

Herrings, another cures, falts them, by

lining or rubbing their Infides Witll\’Salt.
(which is all done upon the Deck) t};e
next packs them, and between eacslfPiQW}

ivifion Apri Tandfuls of
or Divifion, they {prinkle Han Salz

but they only fith for Cod and Ling. .
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Salt, then the Coupers put the finithing
Hand to all, by headingﬁ the Cafks, and
ftowing them in the Hold, thus they
go on, while Barrels and Salt laft, and
when that's exhaufted then they retire,
but the Yagers or Storethips, commonly
provide them with every Thing necef.
fary fo that they feldom or never depart

- the Coaft before they are brimfull, and

really (to give them their due) they are
the beft Fithermen in the World, for

“they are not only ingenious, in every Ar-
 ticle of their Tackling, or Materials, but.

alfo diligent, induftrious, and endure the
great Fatigue to Admiration. -
. And during the five Years I refided up-
on this Hland, { never faw an Englifh Ship
but one, who was drove in by firefs of
Weather, either in going to, or coming
from Norway, and not above one or two
Scots Vefiels in a Seafon, whofe Nets the -
Dutchmen ufed to cut and deftroy, and

not the leaft Redrefs for fuch villainous

Proceedings ; there are two or three
Frenchmen who come upon the Coaft too,

It




30 Of the Britith Fifheries.

Tt has often given me great Concern, -

when I have refle¢ted upon the Indiffe-
rency, or rather Indolence of the Britifh
Nation, in regard to this advanta-
geous Branch of Trade, that they thould

fuffer. Foreigners to live and enrich

themfelves by the Produ& of our

Country, and our Natives in the mean

while deftitute of common Neceflaries.

I am perfwaded the Dufch employ up-
wards of 20,000 Hands yearly, in this one
Branch; would it not then be more to
our Advanage and more to our Cre-~

dit, to employ 20, or: 30,000 of our
own Countrymen in this beneficial:

Branch, than'to fuffer thofe Locufts to

~take the Bread out of our Mouths, and

we ftarve in the mean Time.

1 know the Du#ch to be {o inhuman to

thefe Iflanders, that if they had Ships Loads
of Herrings, more than they had Cafks and
Salt for, they would much rather throw
them into the Sea again, than give them to
the poor Inhabitants, who tho”they have
Abundance of other Fifh, yet no Her-

- rings; however this one Article may in-

form
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form us a little of the Love that our
faithful Allies bear to us.

Now after they leave this Coaft (which
is the principal Place for the Herring-fith-
ery) which is not before the firft of Sep-
tember, as beforementioned, they, 1 fay,

~bend their Courfe Southward to the M-
~.ray-Frith, where they fith "till November
|~ for Cod and Ling, then they return to

their own Coafts. /
This Account, which is minutely true,
I have undertaken with a good Defign,
namely, to awaken you, my Countrymen,
out of the deep Lethargy you have (un-
happily) been fo long prefled down by,
through thefe cunning deceitful People,
the Dutch, who have for many Years
paft, made you the Dupes to their Intereft.

I would therefore befeech you, that
you would beftir yourfelves like Men,
and like Britons (for now or never is the
‘Time) in the behalf of your Country,
and wreft your Rights and Properties out
of the Paws of the Ravifhers; let neither
Purfes, flattering fawning Speeches, nor
fair Promifes, betray you into a Bafenefs,

~which
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which in the ¥nd, if not fpeedily, or
timely prevented, mauft and will prove
a great Lofs to Britain; for notwith-

ftanding the Dutch have enjoyed a

feries of uninterrupti-d ‘Gain upon our
Coafts, even fo far back as King Willram’s
Reign ; yet. there never was any Law in

‘their Favour to reign and ufurp in our
~* Seas, and to monopolize that Branch of
* Trade, which belongs to us, and us on-
- ly, their Liberty was no more than di-
 fcretional, but they, like all other indi=
fcreet Perfons, have abufed their Liberty; -
* which we have fully experienced.

~But as our good Legiflature. has been
{o kind to pafs an Act this laft Seflions of
Parliament, for encouraging and cfta-

blithing the Brz’z‘z://a-White»Herringfﬁ{hd '

ery; let us lay hold on this fair Oppor-

tunity of enriching our Country by

improving  this invaluable Branch of
Trade, as it will be moreover a Nurfery
for our Sailors, who were the Perfons
that in the late War diftrefled our Ene-

" mies moft by ruining their Trade.

. My dear Countrymen, and .Ff_:llowé

Subjects, 1 would advife you to caft your

Eyes
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Eyes back upon thefe once brave People
the Romans! And behold how they‘ ex-

‘erted themfelves in the Behalf of their

Coun.try, no Births ! no AffeGions! could
ever induce them to do or omitany thing
whereby .their Country might fuffer,

“for their Happinefs centered in the Pub-

lick Good, all Ranks and Degrees of Per-

{ons of both Sexes, voluntarily and chear-

fully parted with what ‘was moft dear
and valuable to them, for the Good of
their Country.

It is very certain, that we are more in-
debted to our Country, than to our na-
tural Parents, who were the Inftruments
of our Being, and ought to lay down our
Lives (if called thereto) for. our Country

fooner than for them, feeing the whole
- Community is preferable to a Part.

I fhall conclude this Tréatifé, with

. informing my Reader, that now is the |

Time to be preparing for the Herring-
Fifhery, and to be there about the latter
End of May, and then you will have
the ftart of the Dutch, who will be very

much difpleafed to fee Englifb Ships

~ upon
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upon the Coaft of Zetland, 1 conclude,
with my hearty Prayers, that God ma
blefs and profper this laudable Under-
taking, for the Good of thefe Kingdoms,
in- which Iknow every honeft Brifom

joins me.




