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. INTRODUCGTION.

I

“T'HE approaching  termination of the exclusive
‘privileges of the East-India Coripany, has naturally
given birth fo'a very general enquity into the wisdom
of the system, upon which the commercial ititercourse
between' this country, and our possessions in the East,
has hitherto been conducted, 'Of those who have efi-
gaged in the public discussion of this momentous ques=
tion, the gentlemen whose correspondence with Lord
Melville has recently been published; are the most
eonspicuous; -and certainly not the Jeast able disputa-nté.
That these letters should have excited a very general
attention; is by no mieans surprising. A much’ less
distinct and ¢laborate ""s,ta't'e‘merjtrof the case of the East-
India Company; would; under the same circumstances, -
have been sufficient to awaken' the ciiriosity of every
man, 'vﬁh'diféels‘ any interést in a question, to which

 jirobably but vety few are wholly indifferent. Of the
. justice of the- reasoning; and the accuracy of the state~
 ments; contained in the celebrated letter of the 13th Ja-

hiary 1809; very different opinions may be entertained ;

but in'one point—a sentiment of satisfaction that the

public are at length in possession of that document—
all parties will probably concur. ‘Fhe adherents of the:

] o Company
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Company congratulate themselves, on the @pljearanée
of an arg’ijment, to. which, in ‘thei'r opinion, no satis-
factory answer can be opposed. - They, on the other
hand, who consider the monopoly at present enjoyed

by that great corporation, as inimical to the best inter- .

ests.of the country, are not sorry that we are now,
falrly and fully, in possession -of the grounds upon
which the East-India Company rest -their clalm to a
further extension of the term of tbe_nrmonopo]y—;-.-that;
we have at last an explicit and intelligible: defence  of
their pretensions, compiled -with much. industry and
circumspection, by men of acknowledged experlence

and abnhty—mnammously approved by the body, to

‘whom the Court.of Proprietors have committed ‘the

direction of their commerce, and the sovereignty  of

“the East—and sent forth into the world as their deli-

bemge e,XP'OS,ItIOE}Of the pnncvl‘pl_es,;_upvcm .which  they.
bope to'perpetuate ‘the exclusion of an immense @ajd?
tity of the merchants and capitalists of this kingdom;
from all pa}tici pation with them,. in the trade of nearly:
one half of  the habitable world. It is.the objec,_t‘;of‘:;hg

- following pages to examine in detail, tlie;argum’e\nts by

“which Mr. Parry and Mr. ’G_rant-rha.ve supportgd -these

pretensions, and the facbtslupo_n ‘which those arguments

- depend. If it should appear, that the reasdhihgs of

those gentlemen are inconsistent with the most s1mple,

and indisputable’ prmc:ples, of political and commercial
/ pohcy—-—and that their facts are dnectly oppo:,ed to all

that
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that can be collected from the most authentic sources of

information on the state of India ;—if it can be shewn,

" that the united talent and information of the Directors

, of the East-India Company, directed to this single ob-

ject, have failed in establishing any one of the posi-

tion.;s, by which they hope to gain from Parliament the

" renewal of their Charter; it will not perhaps be too

" much to conclude, that those positions are in themselves

fundamentally erronéous, or at least that no concessions
ought to be made, till some further, and more. con-
vincing proof is advance = .at any thing can'safcly be
conceded. '
Whatever opinion may be entertained upon the

merits of the Letter of the Directors, the praise of a

" clear statement of the arguments by which they main.

tain their opinions, will not be denied them. ' The

single purpose of this publication, being to controvert

the facts and ‘the principles advanced by the Chairman
and Deputy 'Cinairman, in their letter of the I8th of
Jdnuary 1809, such extracts from that letter, as: are
-necéssary to illustrate the argument, have been here
fepublished, and subjoined to the remarks, which have
occurred to the writer of these pages.

B2




IT is of the utmost meortzmce, in t;he investigation
of any. contmvented ,questlon, that the disputants om
elthcr side should ascertain how far their wiews of
the paint in debate comude, before they enter upon
any disqussioh of those tapics, on which they are at
variance. The writers of the letter, on which it is the
purpose of thesc pages to animadvert, have, .in. cmxf ,
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formityte this principle, commenced their argument,
by stating what they consider, as'the foundation of the
' yvhole_sgbsaquept ,d;scu.ss‘_lqn——ﬁhag, .inproviding for the
future management of India, the Legislature is to

‘introduce no alterations, #¢ iincompatible with the con-

¢ tinuance or nptreducible to a consistency,” with the
y system established by the - regulatmns of 1784 -and
1793,

¢ Satisfied, zby ‘this dec}arahon, that His Magbsty"s
a8 Government understand the interests-of this.countny
¢¢ and of Butlsh India too well, to mtend anyalteration
¢ that would subvert or endanger the system by which
* those vast possessions have been acquired, governed,
¢ and improved, and by which alone they can'be held,
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Sar e e et - & tothe mutualbeneﬁt of itheir 1mmensepopu]atlon*and
R s¢ of the pax:amount state, the Court must, ef course,
- A O \ ‘ : ¢ believe,
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_ ¢ believe, that the propositions which have just beerr

* quoted, are supposed to be compatible with the con-

% tinuance of that system, or reducible to a ‘consisw
“ tency withit. These supposxtlons the Court are now
“¢ called upon to examine;’and they will endeavour to
¢ do so with the respect: due to the authority with which
¢ they have to treat, with the duty which. they owe
« to their constxtuents, and wrth that regard for- the
“Sriterests of their country, whrch they do notK End,
s rior “féel themselves 1eq1med to sink, in auppdfﬁi’rfg
¢ the integrity of the present Indian system:: =i,

It may’ not perhaps be very easy, at once to :

discover' ‘the ‘whole length to whlch ‘this” general as:
sumptlon may lead=or to understand i What ‘the
w mt‘eanty-of the present “Indian- systém “thay  be

....

suppo‘sed to consist. - It ‘seems ‘however sufficiént td

' observe, in reply to this fundamental ‘pro'pomt?i'o‘n', “that

as the restiictions on the commerce of the East will

terminate by law, in‘ 1814, it will be for Parliatient

to: mvestwate ‘the whole - SlleECt unfettet‘ed B’f “any' :

past regulatmns ‘The Chatters of 1984 wnd 1'193,

may or may not have Been-founded u upon’ very wise

priiciples of national policy. = The mvestlganon of

that question may be -an important enqun y. ot the

historian of those days, - or: ‘an interesting questron for

-~ the consxderatxon of a mere’ pohtical theonst. 1 will

however hardly be - contended that the Parlxam‘ tof
these kmgdoms is to approach to the dec1s1qn,of thls

,great questron-—a decrslon, ‘upon whloh much of the

happmess of a large propoxtron of ‘the “human race

depends

h

- depends—— tied down to a servile adherence to

former precedents ——that in dlacharcrng the most
awfual and lmpmtant trust, \vhlch has ever, been coms
xmtted to_any 1eglslat1ve assembly upon. earth, they
are to reject thhout {inquiry,” any principle which
may be submrtled to their conaderatron——xf it is not to
be found m “the former Chalters of the East-Indra.
Compa.ny T 0. say that the magmtude of the ques-
tron should mduce us to adhele to’ a system,: of -which -
we have already some expeuence, is to assure, _that
experlence has not provcd the system m questlon to
be mconmstent wrth the intexest both of the governora
anjd the govex ned, (an assumption perhaps which some
may be dlsposed to dispute), and that, if those grants :
were prudent and politic at the. tlme at, which they
were made, it Wlll therefore be prudent and politic to
continug and renew them in the present. very altered
arcumstances of the world . i
‘ Wavmg, however, any further cousrdexatlon of the
basis_on -whlch the Directors propose. to. treat w1th
Parhament, for the renewal of their Charter, we wnl '
proceed to examine the arguments by which they hope
“to obta.m a furthex prolongatlou of thelr monopoly

L Wxth' respect to thd Private Trade, the Gom'pany
¢ are not governed by narrow considerations of com.
“ mercial profit or. commercral Jealousy 5 and in fact,
¢ the Indian trade, as an obJecﬁ of gam. has gradual-,

L« ly ceased to be of importance,” exther to the Com-

¢e pany orto mdrvxduals. - o _
/Thét
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Hheir bandb unproﬁtable. SNt
~“Buty al’lowmg« that,in - this acknowledgment of

" Dxreetors,
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That the Company ale uot « governed by nai'rbw

« consrdu'atxons of commercral proﬁt, is a position

wtich wilt ‘not be very ‘much drsputed by those who

'Em,e &ver looﬁed at their penod’lcal accbuuts, or irho

have any knowledge of the ‘manmner in whxch ‘thefr

commerual concerns have hltherto been conduct:ed

‘I‘?laﬁ_tbey afe equa.lly e‘{ernpt From the mﬂ'uence_of» .

L

« cammercral Jealousy s may Tiot mdeed be so readlly

. concedetf j—nor is'it a very. convmcmg proof of thelr‘
superiority to. such emotrons, that they oontmue to press ‘
‘the” exciusron of the Merchants of this kmgdom friom

o

a trade,"» \
at’ object of o‘am, to be ef 1mportanca to them. ;

not mdee’d very ‘easy to ﬁnd any other explanatlon of

? ;e‘h an'nety to retain’ a fraﬁc, whlch they admxt is'in

;‘4,:»?_5.~ L o wq vl "-. .

therr ill success m ‘the Indlan trade, the” D;reetors have‘

' gWen a %ry covrect rcpresenté.tron of: them« own’ ex-

per:ence, then’ conclumon, that, thit” tr'de has aIsd

'ceased to be an oh_;eot of xmportancé to mdxvxduals';

‘ haﬁﬂy» seems tobe a vcry fait consequence. Aﬂoes it

follow that the ériterprize, fand- sagecxty ‘anid andi-
ylde& attention “ofs the: mdrvldnial merchauty. will “be

eeerte*d’ without ren'ard becausorthe Lasb-krdm Com-’

pa.ny ha’ve in the same ﬁeld been unsnccessfuli The

their commercral knowledorc and” ability-is an xexact
C Lk , i . imeasure

Hich they state to ﬁave gt‘aduaﬂy Geaséd) as
- it ls‘

grobebly, »wﬂl .not aermnslyr masmtam., that )

measure of the commercial  ability and knowledge

possessed by the. great body of merchants of this coun-
try, and that u; is impossible that other men should be

. more acuve than theu agents,’ and other speculauons

, moxe w:selv conducted than: then‘ own? .

“ The Court aré actuated bya thorough persuasron,
ik tha.t the unlimited’ freedom, for which some persons
¢ have, of late years, contended would have pohtr-
% cal con3equences ‘more m)uuous to the. power of
- this country and “of British Indla, ‘than the’ advan-

€ tages” anuupated by sanguine ‘midds, from an en=
‘%€ Ia}rgement “of ‘the. commerce, “could compensate, if
e thosc advantaues were to be realized ; and that,

“ moreoVer, the expectauon “of such advantatres is
« unfounded 1esultmg from general presumptlons,

% {vhich are’ contradicted’ by the natare of the Indian
R people, climate, and pxoduchons, and L\y the expe-
R rrence of more than two centurxes.

The pohtrcal consoquences ~wlnch are. made the

: uronnds of" refusmg a  perfect. freedom in; the trade
to om' Tndian. possessxons will be cousldered hereafter ;

. bub it rs demed that- any. advantages are expected by'

the merehants and manufacturers, which . the na-

‘tnre of the Indran people, produeuons, and chmatc,
do not wenmde them ta: entextam. ~Had the Dnectoxs '

been more conversant \nth ‘the fcehng,s and sentiments

» of the mercannle body, in- the great outports of this
ffkmgdom, they would have known that, i in those. c1rcles,

1o sangmne hopes of consxderable zmmedzate beneﬁt,

from the! openmg of the Indlan txade, are indulged ;
: © : and
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and that the prevailing opinion- among that class of
men is, that the progress of commerce in India; as in
every other part of the world, must be slow ; but, that

though slow, it will be gradual, and certain.

¢ Now, with respect to the benefits supposed to be

derivable from epening the trade with India, it is, in

_ the first place, to be observed, that no material ep-
¢ Imocment, if any enlargement at all, is to be ex-
‘ 'pectcd in the exports of our manufactures to ‘that
“ quarter. ' The records of the Cornpa.ny, for two
¢ centuries, are filled with accounts .of their endea-
vours to extend, the sale of British products in India,

‘andlof the little success which has attended them.
The. Fxcnch, Dutch, and othel European nations
tmdmw thither, have equally failed in mtxoducmg
.the manufactures of Europe there. This was not
¢ owing to their trading chiefly in the form of Com-
¢ pauiés the Ameucans, who thhm the last twenty
« years have entered into the Indian commerce, and
traded largely, not as'a Company, but by numcrous
individuals, each pursuing his own scheme in his own
way, in which course no part: of the East -is left
unexplored, carry hardly any European ‘manufac-
tures thither, their chief article for the purchase of
Indian (roods being silver ; and such has been the
‘state of the trade from Europe to India since the
_time of the Romans. This state results from the
nature of the Indian people; their climate, and their
usacryas.( The articles of first necessity . théir own
comtr) fuxm shes, -more abundantly and more
cheaply than it is poabxble for Europe to supply
them.’ 'The labour of the great body of the ‘common
‘people -only  enables them to subsxst on.ricey and to
¢ wear

(11
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<t wear a slight covering of cotton cloth ; they, there-
$¢ fore, can purchasc nonc:of the superfluities we offer
¢ them.” '

That the merchants of this éountry do-entertain
those expectations of witinate benefit, from the open-
ing. of' the Indian trade, which the Chairman and
Peputy Chairman- attribute’ to them, is indeed not to

be denied ; not do they, apprehend that those. expectas.

tingsjé\fe'who]ly unreasonable. To prove the fallacy of
these hopes, the Directors-have recourse to two prin-
cipal arguments . Ist. that there is not at present; and
that thete i no prospect that there will be hereafter, »any
cousxderahle demand in India for the produce or ma-
nufachures .of this country.; and;2dly. that there is not
in:: Gréat-Britain, or in the continent of Europe, any
maﬁ{éi-‘fbr- the produce, or manufactures of the East,

vhlch 1s not already abundantly supplied by the im-

' ports of the Company Upon the first of these positions,

1§s.may.bs3;i observed, that it proceeds upon' the very
inadmissible assumption, that the population of India
is always to remain, in regard to the consumptlon of

our ma,nufactures, exactly in their: present condition 3
a;ﬂd that Indla. is. to form an.exception—the single
exgcaptien, in the history of the :world, to’ the:general
triath, that ‘a' free commercial intercourse bctween
cml“zed and uncmhzed natlons, has mvanably been
the pxec,u,x sor, of a r,apld adva.ncement among the. ]dttcr

'all the arts ang:habits. of caltivated: +society—<that

c 2 with
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with the increase of those arts and habits, the com-=
merce to which they were indebted for their origin,
has ‘proportionably augmented—that a free trade,isat
once the parent, and the offspring, of ‘every liberal art,
and every useful science. Baut, say the Directors, ¢ the
nature of the Indian people, their climate, and ‘their
usmges, » ‘form an insuperable obstacle to the operation
among them, of these simple, and as it might have
been supposed, universal principles of human society,
or rather of human nature. What! are not these
libelled subjects of the Company, men? Have they
n‘(.)tdthé common tastes, and feelings, and dispositions
of men? Are the Bramin and the Hindoo, among all
the sons and daughters of Adam, alone contented with
¢ articles of the first necessxty, when : superildities
and luxuries are placed within their~ reach? * But
experience and fact, we are told, ‘have “decided the
question. For two centuries the Company has ‘been
endeavouring to extend the sale of British produce in
India, and, asthey admit, with very little success. - Of
the early records of their tlansactlons, we certainly

Know but httle, and we are inclined to’ suspect that

mich is not to be known. But in their more “recent

'hxstory a very careless enquirer might perhaps discover

some events, and some traces of a policy, ‘which

would aﬁ"ord a satxsfactory solution of the phelmmenén

‘ in questlon, w1thout recurrmg to the reVoltmg swppo-
'smon , that there is in the Indian people “any inhérent

incapacity

iy
iuv(_:apa.‘city for- impravement.  That a grcat corporas
tion, conducting its affairs by the agency. of a nume-
rous train of servants, unconnected with. edch other,
aund very remotely, if at all mtexested in the welfare of
their employers, intrusted without any previous ¢ dlsc1-
pline, with the conduct of the most delicate and pcr‘
plexing mercantile transactions, and surrounded wnth
all the pomp of Asiatic state, at a period of life whlch
the sobriety of European manners dedicates to study
and seclusion; that a trade so conducted should not
casily have been extended , is, indeed, not very _gﬁac,-

countable. But is there not in the constitution of the

- East-India Company,. another circumstance which still

more clearly explains why India has for so many

generatipns, been connected with European traders,

- withont having made any progress in European arts or

in ‘European. | civilizatiou? The truth is simply this,
thejr character of merchants has been sunk in thexr

chayacter of _sovereigns. ‘To the maintenance and ex-

- tension of their territorial empire, objects merely mor-

-cantile have been sacrificed without hes1tat10n or reluc-
tance,. Every Eoropean whom, merit or foxtune has
thrown ipto any political, fmancxal or _]udlcml stanon
in the, Pe,mnsula, feels a. distinet and personal mterest
i $he p@xmanency and e\tensxon of the emxnre
_Qﬁ:,,{,}}ﬁ ;Dlre:(:;ors. . The v1cem}s and
Lgxdllﬂ. g0 bound, to its support by. evely motwe of
%agxtyf, ,a;pbmon, and mterest. In the commerczal

......

e prospenty

‘ udges of
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prosperity of the Company, none arc directly con-
cerned but the Holders of East India Stock ; and
even their interest, in the augmentation of the trade;
is little-more than nominal. If then it should be un-
happily imagined, by these rulers of the East, that their
sovereigrty ¢an only be maintained by depressing the
itnmense population of India, by keeping thein in igho-
rance of those artsand habits of civilized life which right
oneday expand and elevate their minds; can it be donbt-
ed; that this imperial policy would be inflexibly pursued,
though it were demonstrably ruinons to their interests as
traders?* that their objects of state would be enforced by

theunited zeal ‘and activity of the whole of their mikitary

and civil servantsin India, and that the lamentations of

afewterchantsin Leadenhall Stret, over the wréck of
their commercial prospects; would be éither unheard, or
heard only to be derided ?  Are these speculations gra~
tuitous' or imaginary 7 Let the Letter of ‘Mr. Party

and Mr: Grant answer that question. Among the objec-

thons - they “advance; against the destruction’ of their’

monopoly, it is one, that' it would tend to entich
India rather than Britain, and would facilitate' the
progress of the formier to independence. Thé' im-
poverishment of India therefore, and the retardation
of its progress in any of those tastes and feelings,
which -constitute the ‘chief orament  of socidl ifé;
Howéver slow ‘and imperéeptible that progréss might
bé, forms a fundamentdl’ part of the poftcy of the

T Company.
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Company. 1In other words, it is their policy to sacri-
fice every thing to their political, and nothing to their
commercial -interests ; no wonder that their subjects
¢ can purchase none of their superﬂuitiés -we  offer
¢ them.” 4
But itis not only the English Company who. have
been unsuccessful in their attempts to extend the sale
of the manufactures of Europe; the French and
Dutch, and more recently the Americans, have equally
failed in the efforts they have made for the attainment
of the same object. To the case of the French. and
Dutch Companies, muchof what has been already said
of .the management and policy of the present rulers of
India will, with some modifications, apply.
_The American trade, which has been conducted by
individuals is, indeed, differently circumstanced. Why
then have the citizens of the United States unade all
th,@;r -payments, not in.manufactures, but in specie ?
For this plain reason, probably ;—the Americans are not
z}\i__‘manufacturing people. The merchants of Boston
and New York pay for every cargo of woollens or
hardware, which they ship for India, the expence of
freight across the Atlantic—the chayges of their agents

“and shippers in this country—the increased rate of in-

surance which, during the last twenty years (the pefiQd

of, their participation in this trade) has. been raised, by

~-the - dangers ‘of war, searcely less.upon the risks of
‘neutral, than these of the belligerent~—add to this, the

increased

S g




20

snereased length of the voyage and the facility of
shipping 'a ‘quantity of the pxecmus metals by the
smuggling trade with the South American Centirient,
without deviating a league out of the course of their
voyage ; and can it be insisted, that the failure of the
Amerieans to introduce manufactured articles into India,
"is"é"‘pi'déf' 'of any indispositien in the population of
necnrly one half of the habitable world to use these at-
ticles, which are little less than essential among the
‘other half? The experiment, we will venture to assert,
has never been fairly made. We are 'taunted with the
reproach of being visionavies and speculators, for wish-
ing that it should be attempted. We would reply to
that 1cpx0ftch, that, in our humble, conception, 1o vi-
sions are so frantic, no speculations so monstrous and
‘wild ds theirs, who can seriously believe that, from the
Cape ‘of Good Hope eastward, to the Strexghts of
Magellan, the world is destitute of those tastes and dis~
positions which, under every other latitude, are found

to be the master passions of the human character; wlio

believes this monstrous propomxon, not on]} withott

proof, butin. defiance of all evidence, and in connadxc—

tion to all experience.

« To these facts and observations, arising fr om the
¢ pature and circumstances of the people and countries
« of India, one remarkable argument may be added,
« farmshed by our own experience at bome. ‘Inthe
« Charter of 1793, pxovmon was made for the export
¢t of Brms“ smanufactures to India, b) any individuals

¢ who

e TIETERTITTS = =
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« whe might choose to embark in that trade. The
¢ Comprny-were required to find them tonnage to.a
¢ certain extent, which has always been allotted at
¢t g rate of freight cheaper outw rard, as well as for
¢ the returns, than the Company themselves pay, or
¢ g3 the Court think, than private ships could furnish
< it But, in all the time that has elapsed since,
¢« yery few applications, and these to a small extent,
¢ have been made, for leave to export the woollens,
¢ metals, and other staples of this country, on private
« gaccount, the chief applications having been for the
freight of wine, for the consumption of Europeans.”

-
[

“The Directors bave still, however, yet another in-
stande to advance of ‘an unsuccessful attempt to intro-
duce the mamafactures of Europe into the East, . The
private traders who have engaged in that traffic under
the Charter of 1793 have, it secms, carried.on a very
insignificant commerce, and that little with the Eure-
pean, and not the native inhabitants of India. = Now-if
any thing could prove to demonstration; how little
dependfencé these acute and well informed advocatesof
the Indian monopaly place in the whole "argument for
its:continuance, derived from the difficulty which has
hitherto been found in introducing Europcan manu-
factures into the Peninsula; the adoption of such rea-
sowing ‘as this, must amount to: such a demonstration.
To pinion then down hy every restr iction which
4 éommercxal Jea]ousy » could devxse '--tp hld them

aud in sufzh pmpol tions’ by uaeh ship, as hl:ese rwals
D should
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should determine ;—to deny them any power of regu-
Jating the time of sailing ;—to compel them to apply

for freight and to pay, or give s;:curit}‘ for the payment

~of that freight, six months before the shipment of their

goods ;—to call in October for lists of the quantities
and qualities of these goods, of which their rivals

were to have the carriage in the following April ;—to

_-subject them to forfeiture of their freight for non-deli-

- very of those lists ;—to afford them no means of’ remo-

val from an overstocked market; and no factors but

- such as were licensed by, and dependent on those

- rivals ;—to limit the residence of these agents to the

distance of ten miles from their own settlemehts; and

“then, because when thus shackled and handcuffed, they

have made but little progress in introducing their ma-
nufactures into the East ;—to turn }xpon‘tt’lll_er‘p and say,
< See, you have done nothing—you find iﬁhatﬁirjdia has
¢ no market for your articles, and that you have no
s prbspeCt of increasing your exports® —may, if
meant as a sort of practical joke, be passable enough,

but if intended as serious argument, is really little

- else but insult. The slave dealers who reproached

with stupidity and ferocity the unhappy beings whom
the stupidity of their owners degraded, and the ferocity

of theirdyivers brutalized, were hardly less: just,or less
reasonmable. - - o

¢ Letit be inquired, in the next place, ‘whethet the
¢¢ adoption of so great'a change in our- Indian:system,
' ¢ would

e L
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& would be followed by the discovery of such new and
¢ yaluable productions of the East, as would serve
¢¢ materially to augment the trade of this country with
&« the Continents of Europe and America; for, with
¢ regard to the supply of our home consumption of
¢¢ Indian commodities, it cannot be asserted, that the
¢ importations already made by the Company and
¢ individuals do not abundantly suffice for it, or may
¢« not, at any time, be extended to the exigencies of
¢ the market; in which, it may be noted, that a
¢« preference is given to the cotton and silk manufac-
¢ tures -of our own country, and to some of the
¢ tropical productions brought from our VVe‘st-Im_lviau
s Colonies. Nor can it be asserted, that new adven-
& turers in the FEastern trade, fitting out from Great
s¢ Britain, ‘could, with any profit to themselves, fur-
« pish the home consumption on cheaper terms than
¢ j¢ is now supplied; for both the Company, and
¢ Brit»ish'rindividuais resident in India, must have au

~

% advantage over such adventurers in the provision of
« goods there (British residents in thie freight also),
¢ and yet, of late, the great Indian staple of cotton
¢ piece goods has been a losing article in this country,”
Come we now tothe enquiry, whether we could
find in the Indian market any articles which we might
import into Europe; as a return for the commodities
which we hope to be able to carry from hence. And
here we must again protest against the assumption: of
the Directors, that the subjects of their immense em-
pire, would not be most materially ameliorated by
the influence of a free trade, carried on between this
country and India. " That the demand for the piece
D2 goods
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goods of the Peninsula, is, at present, very inconsi-
derable, and that the supply is consequently small,
we do not dispute ; but, would not that demand pro-
gressively increase, as the price of these articles pro-
gressively diminished }~—and would not the Hindoo,

tempted by our manufactures, and instructed by our

agents, learn to work up these goods at an expenca.

inealculably less than that at which they are made
at present >—and should we not have in these articles,
when so reduced in price, a sufficicnt and a profitable
return for our exports? These improvements are not
the work of a day it is true ; and, for want of some
returns immediately, the trade by which these im-
provements are fo be fostered and created, will,. it
is said, be destroyed in its cradle. We reply, first,
that the free traders would find, at the first opening
of the commerce of the East, some returns for their
exports by supplanting the present trade of the Com-
pany—a scheme which we suspect they will prave
hardy enough to undertake, notwithstanding the assu-
rance of the Directors of .the hopelessness of such a
project. We reply, in the second place, that -the
‘enumeration of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman
does not comprehend all, or even all the most mate-
fial exportable articles of the East ;—~that onr mers
chants -would probably ship tallow, and hides, .from
the Cape, andrice; and flax, {from the Peninsula; even
if the enumerated articles of export did notatfrstsupply

: - asufs
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a sufficient return for the manufactures of Sheffield or
Glasgow ;—that the traders of Liverpool and Bristol
would mot: be under the necessity of returning to the
ports of Great Britain in ballast, so long as the decrees
of Napoleon, and the fears of Russia, impede the stp=
plies ' we have usually received from the Européan
€ontinent.

- Thus much in answer to the apprehensions, that
eur expected trade to the Peninsula will be blighted
in-its infancy, by the want of returns for our exports.
But when we look forward to the probable future state
of India; it really becomes difficult to treat with res-
pect; the fears (perhaps we should say the hopes) of
the Directors, that the East would not ultimately be
able to'make adequate returns for the exports of Great
Bx'itain; ‘Considering the cheapness of labour, throughe
out' almost the whole of these extensive countries—
the  docility and mechanical ingenuity. of all classes
of their population—keeping it in mind that thcy bave
alveady, in o slight degree, - learnt the value of- those

luxuries, which opulence would bring within their reach

" emand ‘remembe'rving ‘that the operations of bauking,

and all ‘the other arts which experience ‘has -contrived
to facilitate the details of commerce, ‘are familiar to
them~-and that- in the love of external pomp they are
surpassed by no. nation upon earth-——gan any-:<man
believe~—~can such men as Mr. Parry and Mr. Grant
(éggep\;a indeed when seated in the chairs of the Cont-
pany)
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pany) believe, that such a people as this, will not be
roused into exertion when the gratification of their
taste, their vanity, and their love of gain, will be the
immediate reward ?

These prospects we are told, however, are illusory,
and opposed to fact. ¢¢ From the nafure of the Indians
¢¢ and their division into castes, it is not so easy among
¢ them as in Europe, to meet an increased demand
¢ by increased production.”* We have much res-
p;ct for the experience, and the most absolute coue
fidence in the veracity of Mr. Parry and Mr. Grant,
but we are notwithstanding, somewhat distrustful of
the accuracy of thisrepresentation. We speak from
high authority (and if the assertion is questioned that
authority will be produced), in saying, that the re-
verse of this statement is correctly tfue, that the divi
sion of the Indians into castes, very much facilitates
the introduc,tion among any particular caste, of any
new habits, fashions, or usages,.which may be adopted
by the men of principal authority and influence among
them ; and that so far from any difficulty existing in
producing an increased. supply of Indian manufactures
to meet any new and unusual demand, that. there are
to be found thrqughout the whole extent of Hindostany
Targe 11uuibers~ of persons belonging to all the different
manufactuging castes, who are prevented. only hy

© ol want

* See page 20.
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want of employment, from engaging in their respec-
tive hereditary occupations. Tmmense numbers of
weavers especially, are to be found in this situation.
So much for the alledged incapacity of the Indians, to
meet auny increased demand in consequence of their
division into castes. What impediments may arise
from the ¢¢ nature of the Indian people,” we have al-
ready considered. The sentiments, as well as the
scepure of Aurengzebe, seem to have passed into the

hands of these imperial traders,

¢ The chief commodities suited to the European
¢ market, which India has hitherto been found te
¢¢ produce, are spices, pepper, drugs, sugar, coffee,
¢¢ rawa=silk, saltpetre, indigo, raw cotton, and above
¢ all, cotton manufactures of singular beauty and in
¢ endless variety,”

To return to the consideration of the several articles
of export from India enumerated by the Directors,
The tohnage of the Company we aré informed, is suf-
ficient for the importation from Indi4 of all the spices,
pepper; drugs,. sugar; coffee, faw-silk, salt-petre,
indigo, raw cotton, and cotton manufacture, 'wh‘iéh
the present consumption of Europe demands. We
are disposed to admit the truth of this statement, and
even to go one step further, and allow, that, supposing
the moriopoly continued, we do- not think it at all -
probable that the present tonnage of the Company
will always be sufficient for the importation of so much

of



28

of those articles, as the consumption of Europe will
en that sipposition at any future time demand. = Maost
of these articles can now be purchased by the rich
alone, ¢¢ and being articles of luxury (say the Direc-
tors), can only have a limited consumption.”  As long
as they continue articles of luxury (if by that term
is meant costly articles), so long unquestionably they
will not-come into the hands of those who have but
little to spare, except for the necessaries of life; but
why need it be supposed that this is always to be the
case ? That a Corporation, feeling little or no interest
in the extension of their trade, will not so encourage
the productions of these commodities as to ,bnﬁiﬁg them
within:the reach:of the lower classes of European so-
ciety, experience has certainly proved, but is it proba-
ble, that free traders will be equally remiss in extending
the éonsnmption «of thearticles of their trade, by lessen-
ing in every possible manner the expence of cultivating
‘an'd.pmducing them? Three of the enumerated arti-
cles’ of Indian import, silk, cotton, and hemp, can~
not however, it secems, ever form any great staple in
the imports from the Peninsula, in consequence of the
competition of Italy, Georgia, and Russia. With
respect to-hemp, itis to be observed, that the uncer-
tainty of the supply from the political eircumstances
of ;i{tlésia,'very materially diminishes the probability
of any wvery formidable rivalship from that ‘countay.
The raw silks of Italy are prbd-uced with much more

expence
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expence than those of India, and thoungh it is tiue
that all the expenses of the voyage from the Peninsula,
are saved on the import of the Italian article, yet it
is also trne, that the specific gravity of sitk. renders. it
a very convenient and therefore a very advantageous
part of a shipment from the East. Whatever advan~
tagés the  cottons of Georgia may possess from the vi=
cinity of that country, yetin any competition with the
productions of India, the superior quality of the article
which experiencé has shewn, might, under an improved
state of culture, beraised and imported from: theuce,
would ‘always give an indisputable preference to'the
Indivdn\mide‘ﬁ; in.every market in which the finer kinds
of cotton wevre in request. With respect to the three
last articles, it is also'to be observed; thatthe ameliora-
tion In thé state of Indian manufictures and husbandry,
which the advdeates for a free trade to the Peninsula
cenfidently and' as we think ot unreasonably expeot,
as the result of ‘thas measure,” will give'to the produets
of ‘that country, great additional advantages, in a com-
petition’ with the manufactures or produee of any
other part of the world.

¢ But wereit indeed otherwise, where; in the pre=
“¢sent circumstances of the European Continent, could
#¢ ‘new commodities; imported -inte this. country.fram
¢-Iodia, find. a vent, when many of those alrqady
“ made, and of articles which the Continent used to

« take off, remain inour warchouses ?” .
‘ RN In
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In failure of every other argument, to prove that
no extension of the present trade with India can
be made with advantage to the imijorter, we are at
last referred to the present statc of the European
Continent,

We have before had occasion to hint a suspicion of
some lurking distrust in the minds of the Directors
themselves, of their own reasonings, and we are the
more confirmed in that suspicion, by their condescend-
ing to seck support from such an argument as this,

Is it so cleat that the present is tobe the permanent
state of the Continent ? May we not, without the im-
putzition of being very visionary speculators, hope,
that the time is not far distant, when an empire ac-
quired and maintained by means which humanity never
sanctioncd, will be overturned by thie sure though

tardy vengeance of insulted nature, It is not indeed,

it is not an unwholesome lesson for all unlimited

sovereigns, whether they rule as individuals or as
-companies, tolearn, that dominion acquired by plun-
der, is but too certainly destroyed by. the same means
which were used for its acquisition ; that the bloodshed
which precedes the establishmént of a despotic throne,
is but the first and the least sanguinary act in the fatal
tragedy, which despotism has too frequently exhibited
“upon the great theafre of the world.  But if the Direc-
‘tors will compel us to examing how this ‘great’ question

BN
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is affected by the present circumstances of Europe ; if
they will have us introduce this element into our cal-
culations ; why then we ask, are there no circumstances
in the present state of Europe or of Great Britain,
which call upon the Parliament of those kingdoms for
immediate relief? Have we no manufactarers unem-
ployed, or em'ployed only in the destruction of the
public peace and securify ? Have we no unusual im-
pediments to commercial speculation, which can only
be removed by obpening new channels for our enter-
prize ? and itis at this time, under such ¢ present cir-
cumstances,” that we are called upon to thfow the
whole traffic with 400 millions of people into the hands
of a Bankrupt Company, of a Company who by their
own confession, are ceasing to look to that trade as
an object of gain, and whose decreasing capital be:},rs
but too just a proportion to the progressive diminution

of their-exports? But it will be objected, the legislature

“would in vain endeavour to appease present distur-

bances, and to allay present heats, by holding out the
prospect that in the year 1814, a new trade will be
opened to our needy manufacturers, That the legisla-

ture will not so create mew resources for the present

supply of these manufacturers, we admit ; but will they

.- not create consolatory expectations ¢ will it not be an

additional. and powerful argument in the mouth of
those who are exerting their authority and influence to
promote internal peace and gopd order amongst us, if

E 2 they
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they can say to these unfortunate sufferers, that their

representatives are not indifferent to their distress, that'

the influence of this mighty Company has weighed
less with-them than the wants and necessities of their

constituents, and that the goversment has established

some claim to the gratitude of their subjects by omitting ~

no measure which could be devised for their relief ? To
us, in truth, a view of present circumstunces would lead
to very different conclusions from those formed by the
Directors, were not such considerations really unde-
serving of serious attention, in forming a decision of
which it is not too much to affirm, that the consequen-
ces-will be felt in ages, when all the awful projects and
apprehensions which now agitate every corner of the
civilized world will be consigned to. oblivion,

It would really be dive:ting, if the subject were not
too serious for mirth, to observe the language held by
~ these incorporated merchants on the subject of their
monopoly. ¢ The refusal of the Company to mgke
concessions  to the people of these realms, are sup=
posed by their official advocates to have been the origin
of certain unfounded complaints. Truly this new
dynasty might well take a lesson of courtesy from sqq:é
of the abdicated sovereigns of the East. The ﬂdridv
exuberance of style in which ‘the stately language of
oriental diplomacy is clothed, is at least some ‘token of
real or assumed respect for those to whom 1t is address_

cd and to us ordinary folks, it would. scargely seem

less

»
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Jess prepasterous should these new potentates embellish-
the entries in their ledgers and day-books, with the
tropes and rhetoric of those very eloquent personages,
than that they should adopt in these their state papers
the dignified tone of European cabinets. This, how=.
ever, we admit is mere verbal criticism, and though-
in point.of taste, we think such sort of phraseclogy’
is not the most happily selected, we are not very soli-
citous to dispute that matter with them.

¢« And hernce may appear the inapplicability of that
¢ grgument, which hus sometimes been urged in favor
¢ of enlarging, or rather opening the Indian trade to
¢¢ individuals, ¢thatthey should be allowed te bring
< ¢ home the surplus produce of India which the Com-
¢ ¢ pany did not require.” There can bé no room for
« additional importations, when the ordinary scalé
¢ praves too large. But in the use of this plausible
¢« plea, respecting surplus produce, there was always
¢« g great fallacy. It seemed to imply, that there was
« 3 stock of commodities in India which continually re-
¢¢ mained undisposed of, whereas nothing is more evi~
¢ dent, than that the productions of any country will
« be regulated by the demand, aud that no agrieul-

¢¢ turists or manufacturers will go on from year to year,

‘“to produce that for which they have no sale. The
€ term, as ¢onnccted with the Compa.nv, mxght also
54 convey the idea, that they were thc only purchasers
“_in the conatry ; whereas, at that very time, British
¢ rgéidehts and_foreign nations had the -privilege of
e cxportmg troods to the western wmld and thexe

“"wasa gxeat coastmg and mtema.l trade from one '

s it of Fudia %6 anothor. Bt tlie argument for
o ¢ normittlng
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¢¢ permitting individuals to export the surplus produce,
¢¢ included fully, though not professedly, the principle
¢’ of transplanting British capital to India, in order to
¢ raise produce there ; a principle which, it may be
¢ thought, this country has already carried sufficiently
¢ far in its other distant dependencies, and .which
¢¢ could not be applicd to India without political con-
¢ sequences,” :

The concession which the Company refused to
make, is one which we apprehend will never be so-
licited again, ¢ a liberty to bring home the surplus
¢ produce of India, which the Company did not re-
¢ quire,” that is we suppose a permission to go into
the Indian market to buy up whatever refuse articles
the Company’s agents might be unwilling to purchase.
To granting this certainly not very presumptuous
request, the Directors it seems had two objections;
1st. "Thet there was no surplus produce to be found in
the Peninsula, inasmuch as the supply of Indian wares
vould not of course regulm‘iy exceed the regular
demand of the purchasers of those articles. Now, ad.
mitting the accuracy of this statement, one of two
consequences we submit, must have becn the inevitable
result of permitting these buyers of surplus produce to
epfer into the market—either they would have found
nothing to purchase; and would bave desisted from the
atgemptA—Ox' their intervention would have created a
SU-?PIUS._Iﬁ’OduCG: and they would then have been able
to ship whatever cargoes they might have chanced to

require.
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require.  This latter result we certainly imagine would
have been the consequence of such a concess_ion, and
so probably thonght the Dircctors; nor isit a matter
of much surprize, that, under the influence of such ex-
pectations, they should have refused to grant the desired
indulgence. Another principle it seems of very alarm~
ing import was also included in this request of our
merchants, ¢ the principle of transplanting British
capital to India, in order to raise produce there.” Of
the evils likely to arise from the adoption of such a
principle, the Court of Directors appear to entertain
no small apprehension, and indeed, no man will re-
proach them with having in their own commercial trans-
actions been guilty of this fatal error,

But why, may we not ask, should this transfer of
British capital to' India be deprecated, as a policy
pregnant with so much evil? ~ If, by being transplant-
ed to a kindlier soil, it can be rendered more produc-
tive ;—if its increased returns are to be poured back
iﬁto the bosom of the country from which itself was
derived ;—if, instead of lying as it now lies, and as in
our advanced state of society it must always, in some
degree remain, uncultivated and unimproved, it were
used to call forth the activity, to stimulate the inven-
tion, and to areliorate the condition of millions of our
fellow creatures and fellow subjects, and, by a chiain
of catises as imuidtahle as the course of natiire itself,
ultimatél}'t‘o ameliorate our own j—would any wise

man
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man Jlament such an employment of our wealth-—-would
any body of men, wholly exempt from ¢¢ commercial
s¢ jealousy,” lament it? To the very hasty and im-
perfect sketch we bave attempfed to give of the pro-
bable effect of a free trade, on the vast regions new
wuder our deminion in the East, we refer for the proof,
the only proof which the nature of this discussion
enables us now to give, of the justice of those expec-
tations.

Resolved, however, to justify, at all events, the
severity of their refusal to the merchants of this coun-
try of any participation, even in the surplus: produce
of Indja, the Directors next, (not wholly in consis-
tency with their former argument) proceed to observe,
that some surplus produce (taking that texm as appli-
cable to all that exceeds the wants of the Company
~‘themselves) may be raised within their empire, but
‘that ¢¢ British Residents and foreign Merchants hawe
¢ the privilege of exporting goods. to. the Western
“¢¢ world.”—We can easily understand, that it may be
mueh move convenient to the Company to aequiesce in
a ¢ surplus” trade, carried on by British Residents
and foreign Merchants, than in any commerce in which
‘British Merchants should immediately: participate,—
Biitish Residents are not very dangerous rivals, and
« foreign Merchants? are to be found under that, or
some other equaily convenicnt ambiguity of nams,

' in
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m almost every traflic established on the face of the

globe.

¢ With respect to the Americans, they owe their ad-
¢ vancement and success in the Indian trade to the trea-
¢¢ ty made with them by our Government in 1794, to the
belligerent state of Europe since that time, and,
above all, to the neutral character they possessed,
which enabled them to navigate more cheaply, more
“ expeditiously, as well as more safely than our mer-
‘¢ chants or the Company could, and to supply many
¢ parts of the European Continent and of South
¢ America, to which our ships had no access, * These,
‘¢ with the increase of the consumption of eastern

-

-~
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¢ commodities among themselves, are the true causes
“ of the growth of the American trade with India;
‘¢ and even the abolition of the Company’s privileges
¢ would not have transferred the share they acquired
¢ of it to our merchants, because it could not have
*¢ Jessened 'the advantages under which the Americans
¢¢ then carried it on, nor have gained us cither the
s¢ supply of their internal demand, or admission to
“ many ports which were open to them. What the
¢ Company could do, in the way of regulation, to
¢ reduce the inequality between the American traders
¢ and our own merchants, you know, Sir, was effected,
¢¢ as soon after the expiration of the treaty of 1794 as

-

¢ His Majesty’s Government thought expedient,”

Among those foreign merehants, inte whose hands

this trade has fallen, the Americans are, unques-

‘tionably, our most formidable and active rivals; and

the Directors feel it especially impqrtant* to shew,
that the intervention of that enterprising -people into
' F the
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the commerce of- the East, has not been owing to any
¢¢ erroneous policy . on the patt of the Company.”~—

Several European natlons having (we are informed)

from the - native Sovereigns .of Indla,, the -right of

pbsseésxnm settlements and’ carryuw on trade ‘there, -

“we could not- mtexrupt ‘the exexcxse of it ‘whilst

« they remamed at peace w1th us. : To whxc‘m of'

the Enropean nations does. this descrnptlon apply at

pxesenti’ and may: not "that policy" be, without 1 m‘}us--
tme, stwmatlsed a" ‘ unwxse, whlch has, at an im- .

mense e*cpence of blood and treasure, ,expelled the

nations of Europe from then txa.de and settlements

in- the: East—not for the purpose of :rendering those

settlements 1dvantageons to’ Gxeat-Bntam——-not for’
the’ pur pose of ¢ brmgmg that txade into the Thdmes, l 7
bnt ‘to give the cmzens of the Umted States, stll\l-v
greater facﬂxtxes in: undelsellmg us, not only in. them
owh markets, but in: Turkey, in: South Amerxca., in
the Nmth cf Emope, ‘in short, in every “market’ m" '
-whlch We unli mlgnt have entered mto competltlon
thh \them? That competmon 1t seems, however, :
vmould have been ineffectnal.  The advantages of their
¢ neutral charaeter enabled’ the' Amencans to carry’
on’ thxs trade so: ¢ cheaply and expedltmns]y,” that v
even ¢ the abolition, of the. Companys pmv;leges,
¢ would not have transferred the share: they acqmred :
« of it Lo our merchants,”—Some. counterpolse agamst

‘these advantages, ‘might, it s supposed, have been

REoE
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found in the power which, as. sovereigns of . India,

the Company possessed  of  laying additional - duties

~upon this Américan traffic, but all that- could be dorie
.in the .way of regulation, was, it appears, ‘¢ effected, .

+ ¢ &s 'soon “after the expiration of ‘the treaty of 1794,

<35 His Majesty’s Government thought expedient.”

. ~—That treaty expired in 1806, since which period
“we ‘have.completed the conquest of all the settlements

~of "which ' the -nitions of Europe were in possession

throughout Indias . and is it to be contended, that
the: wealth of Great: Britain is: to be sqnandered in
making distant conquests; of which a neutral is ‘to

reap all-the benefit 2=—that we have'conquered;Batavia

‘and the Mauritius, ‘without. having . acquired . a. right

of regulatmg the  traffic’ of: these settlements,. for our .
own beneﬁt? -Great;.indeed,: aye the advantages of

' neutmhty, if it-can claim such. privileges -as these; if; 3

in addition” to all the means of cheapness, secuuty
and dlspateh, with whu.h the American- trader can na—.

v_xgate the*vocean ; he is'-to be admitted to:a free trade

with all'the ‘settlements which-our arms have acquiredy’

: éxempted: from  those duties and -vestrictions - whiclt -

every state ‘has-an.: .unquestionable . nght to_impose "

~upon the trade -of foreigners; with  its own Loloma],'

, estabhshments, and is'to. possess these advantages, not

in comriton with our own. merc’hants,vbutlin preference;

- tothem; and'even- to their abSolnte exelusxona

B T R = Upon
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Upon this part of the subject, it becomes, however,
utmecessary to enlarge, from our ‘being, foxtunately,

in possession of a most important and conclusive proof

_of the ruinous effect of this preference of American
‘to British traders, in the letter- of the Marquis Wel-

lesley, dated at Fort William, 30th September 1800.

To this most interesting document, we ‘beg leave to

‘ycfer those who may doubt whether, in this instance

at. least, the policy of the Company has not been
¢¢ erroneous.” ‘ Ll
. Among the terrors which have taken possession of

the Company, in the prospe‘ct of » free intercourse

between this country and the East, the fear of a |
¢ ruinous: competition in the markets, both at home
*¢ and abroad, appears to be the most predominant.”
- Upon this subject something has already been advanced

in the course of these remarks, and much more, ata

more convenient opportunity, might easily: be offered.

Strange,  indeed, are the apprehensions with® which
men are haunted, when their reason and their memory
_have submitted to the dominion of fancy. = History: has
been written to no —purpose,\and philosophy has com
'mented on it in vain, if, in these days, men, -to whom
~ both philosophy and hlstory are familiar, are still |

~ watching with anxiety the proportionate amount of A

exports and imports, and trembling, lest the prodiga-
lity of our merchants should plunge us into a traffic,
of which all the loss would be sustained by Britain, and

| | Sl
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_all: the benefit acrquired;' by India.=If, - imieed, ‘our

merchants acted in corporations,. and not as indivi-

duals,—had they no personal interest, to stimulate

-their activity and.to awaken their circumspection,—
‘had they, in short, all the vices of joint stock.come
- panies, "there might. be some justice in these. alarms.

_Considering the expectations, however, which the

Company entertains of the total dissolution of their
own commercial existence, the concern which they
express for the future mercantile disasters of the coun=

try, must be admitted to be at least a very liberal and

.disinterested anxiety.

4 And, in the first place, it would, in substance
¢¢ and in form, entirely abolish the qualified monopoly

¢ which the Company still enjoys of the Indian trade.

« The admission of all private merchants, at their
¢ pleasure, and of their s ships, into that trade, would
« make it as perfectly free as the trade to our Amencan

. %€ or West-Indian colonies. = There would, ‘as to India,
_ % bean. end of all exclusive privilege- of trade.”

“We are now to co’ns.lder the effects of the proposed

change upon the East-Indla Company and upon British
India. Of these the first is, ¢ that the admission of zll

¢ prlvate merchants at their pleasure and of their shxps

« into” the Indian trade, ¢ would, in substance and in

¢ form, entirely abolish the qualified sionopoly which

“the Company still enjoys” of that trade. Tosay

the honest truth, we are not very well able to refate this ' ‘

reasonmg However sceptical other men may be, wé
: feel
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feel ourselves compelled to admit, that the destruction of
the Company’s monopoly would be inconsistent with i its
‘existence, "and. that’ they would not alone be able to
‘speculate.m the Indian trade, when other' men might
engage in it at their pleasure. Having therefore very
fairly made " this ‘concession, we are relieved from the

necessity of examining the very: elaborate argument,

- with- which”it has S0+ ab]y and ures1st1bly been sup=

‘ported. S : :

1In the other ‘alledged 'mischievous consequences of
throwing :open the -Indian’trade, ‘we are not disposed
quite so readily to acquiesce ;. the mere enumeration is

however not a little alarming. . The. destructlon of the

Company in their political capacity ; a ruinous.compe=

- tition in. the markets both at home and abroad ; disap=

pomtment and consequent dxscontent a v1olatlon of

,the territorial rights of the Dn‘ectors; the destxuct;on
‘of all Ea,st-Indxan‘ sales by ,\pubh‘c,‘ auction; the abane

" donment of their factories ;- want of employmentamong

the commercial branch of their eivil servants ; the ime
practlcablhty of . procuung bills upon .Great Butam,
the disuse of their ships ; the ruin of the China trade 3
the -sacrifice of our revenue; and the loss” of India !
Awful indeed is the réspehsibiﬁty of those whose: task
it is to legislate for the world, but to lemslate under the
appx chension, that consequences such as these are de~

pendent on their decisions, may well overwhelm the

weak and intimidate thefﬁrmest minds. - ‘In this deba=

ting
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ting age -and nation, but few, probably, amongst s;
and but very few indeed.of our legislators, can-be so
little versed in .political dispute, asnot to be on théir’
guard against. that.sort of ruse de guerre, which is so
commonly - practised  in - almost  every. description , of
public controversy.  To overwhelm an opponent. with
a detail of . the miseries and destructlon, to whlch hls
measmes or_his pxojects tend, whlle all proof of the.
a,ppxp‘ach\of those mls,enes,,and‘ the,prqbabxh‘ty of that
destruction-,’ s withheld;in : statingi'the ‘evils to ’Wh'ich
the adoptxon of oné alternatxve wﬂl lead to omlt any
mentlon of the mlschlefv Wthh wxll probably be conse-
quent upon the other—to atmbute to the schemes of

your.adversary-all the .vwretchedness‘ and : disaster, for

-which- the mismanagement- of. preceding” generations

has prepared. the way, are among the most cheap and

, easy\ arts'to which: men, diffident of the,* opinions for

which they are disputing; are accustomed to resort.

But though this species of. attack is easy; the- a‘ssaivlar};t

~can thus impose upon. his antagonist a-duty sufficiently
_arduous, - It throws upon him the burden of-disproving

the widest and most sweeping aSsértioxxs;_;and;subje‘cté

him, .when his.proof is completed,. to the mortification

of! ;b'eing'_tolq,: that he has left untouched the.particular
views and arguments; upon which' thé conclusions: of

his opponent depend. - - He,- hqwaver, who' voluntanly

<engages in the contest; has no rlght o’ complam of
: thosﬁpractmes,_ w;hxchﬂthe usages,grather than the laws
PR L ) . v T of
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of ‘political waxfare, haye established.. So far, there
fore,. as it may. be- practxcable, .compatibly with that

brevity- -which it is our purpose: to ensure, we will pro-

ceed to consider inorder the several dlsastrous conses

quences, which the. Directors. assure us will be ithe: -

result of opening the trade to the Peninsula, -

< "The loss of the Indian monopoly, suchi as it was

« left by the ‘ACt of 1793, would lead, by no slow '

“ process, to the entire subversion of ‘the. Company,

~ & bothin, their commercial and political capacity, and

« of that system which the Legislature has appointed
< for the government of British India, of whicn system
& t'he Company forms ah mtegral and essentlal pa: £t

b

Fxrst then it seems that the subvemwn of the Qom.

_ pany in their commercial and political capacity; will be

 the' 'consequence of the loss; of the Indian: monopaly:

Some ‘men ‘might question ‘whether this consequence,.
admitting its probability, would reallybe-an event:
xxnuch to be deprecated ; with the political part.of that
snbjeét,* ‘hewever, -we have latrpfesent.no congern. ;.

_That the swbverswn of : the: Company, inits conuner=

_cxal capacm:y, would be the ‘issue of the’ propdsed alw

terauon, is, we certamly thmk very lnnrhly probable ;
and why: should that: result be lamented? Could the
loss of & tra.de to whlch -they have ceased to look as-an

ob_)ect of gam s cause any dxmlnutxon of theu' revenue?

..or rather, would not_ the duties, .wlnch as sovexelgns

of the Penmsu]a, they wonld levy upon t the then aug-
ment«:d

A5
mented trade of their empire; be a source of revenue
.of which they are now wholly destitute. - That some
direct influence may be acquired by their authority in

~the markets of the East, over those by whom those

markets are supplied, may be allowed . but it must also

- be remembered, that trade is a system of reclpmcal
.obligation, and-that any power so gained will be pretty

Afairly balanced by the dependence which, in the same
transactions; will be necessarily incurred. - Nor is it ini
the estimate of the consequences, of which the loss of

their monopoly might be productive, to be forgotten,

that much of an: indirect, but most powerful influence,

_ mxght be acquired, by dlsplaylng themselves to. the

Asiatic world in pomp and splendour, befitting their

exalted station, not as the brokers and pedlars of Eu-
rope truckling - for some paltry bargain, but boldly

clalrmng the soverelgnty of India, and becoming: =
profession what, in intentivn ang’ pehcy, they ‘have so
1ong sought to be. - e

«If the change. 1t3elf dxd not occasion. the fa,}l of
¢ the Company, the dlsappomtments whxch the private
¢« adventurers. could not fail to. experience wonld, by
‘,.‘ them, be charged to tbe mﬂuence of the rema,xnmg

« pnv;lgges of the Company, and they would not |
| rest untﬂ the whole werg extmgmsShed e o e

Desceudmg at length to less momentous consxdera- ‘

tlons, the Dxrectors dlscowar, amonast the evﬂs whxch

“free tr\ade wtth Ind;m wonld caﬂ intp being, gne ca=

e ' 1am1ty
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.lamlty whxch does_hot at first sight appear to’ wear a
very alarmmg aspect. (“‘ The dlsappomtments of pri- -~

vate traders would be. charged to the influence of the

*yemaining -privileges of the  Company.” - That com-
‘plaihts and reproaches would be mote effectual to un-

.dermme whateve\' prmleges the Company mig ht then

retain, than they have been to subvert those of whxch

‘they are now.in possession, is. vnot'very.,,credlble 3. at
Jleast; the. Company having made a. fair .experiment
“of the inutility of coucessions, would have then a much

_stronger'.argunxent, to disprove the policy of yielding

to such complaints, than any of which they are in

possessl.on at present. .. o ol Wi s R

. TEhe justice of the: temtm ial elalms of. the Du‘ectors,
*“it is not within the object of these pages to discuss:

ke With the cessation” of their Trdian trade, their

#«« Tadian'subordinate factories, ‘which have beenreared.
. 88

¢ inthe course of more than o century, and which
¢ are the seats of the best manufactures produced in
“ ‘the country, miust be abandonied, and all the com-

-4 mercial'branch of -their civil servants ‘be’ thrown' out

“ of emplay. Their purchases of ‘goods at home, for
¢ the Indian market, must also cease, -with the circu-
“c}‘;i?latlon -of money whlcb has- ena.bled them to’ suppmt
€ their credit in England, and to prov1de for the ay-

ment of bills, ‘which it has been Iong and’ necessanly
.!f»f;:thepractlce to draw-on them from India ;.4 practice
¢ which, under such a cha.nge of cucumstan&es, eould
({3

év‘.whlch the pohtlcal aﬂ’alrs of Bmtlsh Indla have, at

“ au ' E

¢ not be contmued .and, in general the; great aid
(1

i
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¢ all times, derived from the commercial credit and:
¢¢_resources of the Company,, ‘with. the rec1grocally
s beneficial co- operauon of the different parts of the
« Company’s system, must thus be destroyed

¢ like ‘manner, the Company must eease to employ?’
‘¢¢_the numerous class of excellent- ships they have en-
e gaged for the Indian trade, shlps constructed for
 “ warlike defence as well as for commerce, and ren-
¢ dered expensive only, by bemg necessarily destinied
¢ and ﬁtted for-the performance of political servxces.,

Of ‘the’ rumous effects of throwmo' open the Indlan
trade, the ncxt Wthh the Dxrectors proceed to con—
'slder, are the abandonment of thelr factoﬂes, want
of etnployment for thelr commerual servants, the im-
practlcablhty of finding bills upon Great Bntam, ‘the
disuse of thelr sluppmg, and the want “of means of
‘conVeylng naval and mlhtary stores. " , To all ‘this xe-,
presentation, the answer appears, perfect]y sunple and
obvious. - If the effect - of ‘the.. opemnrr of . theIndxan‘
tr ade wﬂi be permanently to’ dxmmlsh the commermal

deahntvs between thxs country dnd the East —in that

case, much of the evxi here stated may not, unproba-,
bly - result from: the: adoptlon of that measure. That

such will not be the eﬂ'ect of an open trade, we . have ,

alreaay endeavoured tc
: TR ST Ak | "”7 ﬁh :
wnthout success. ]
.Of the(
,pose,.,

‘mdxvlcfu \x‘nerchants, wxll be' only equal m amount

rove, and we ti‘ust not wholly .

upposmd‘ what for the purpose

esent attgument, it is amply suﬂiment to. sup-,
at " the- trade with the East when conducted by .

,tD that Wlilc“) the Company carries on at prcsent, will
: : G 2 e . -~ not
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not the subordinaté Indian factories be 4s necessury for:

the  conduct “of - that “trade, as ‘of ‘the commercial ,
deahngs which are now transacted thele ? and will not ’
‘the commercial servants of the Dxrectors, in proportion:

to their:skill dnd experience be fully ‘occupied as con- -

sigheeés or as correspondents of the privaté  traders:of

‘Gréat Britain'?- That ‘those factories would, in ‘the
case 'su pposed, ‘cease. to- be the establishments of: the.
East-India Company, and - that those commercial ser-
vants. would (quoaci their commercial character) cease

to be the servants of the Company, may perhaps be

conceded, but as these factories and commercial ser«

vants.constitute a. part of that mercantile systém of

the Company, : ‘to which they have ceased to' look as

_an object. of gamg and which is ‘in trath- rather-a
“burden and a loss; in what manner can the Dirécters

‘be: mmred by this mercantile disunion” from a- con-

nexion wblch s far as ‘it s mercantlle, 1s of no- ‘ad-
vantage to- them, thle all the nghts of soverelgnty

over their servants, and- of temtonal property m then'

factorles, are maintained i iny 1olate. :

The sa,me reasonmg w111extend to the other. supposed

va,unous consequences of an. open trade, whlch are at
-present under our consxderatlon The prwate com-

merce, which i 1s to- occupy the markets, now supphed

by the Company, is not very hkely to be camed’ on

wﬂ:hout the mterventlon of. BIHS of Exchange r.nor is. lt

: v@ry casy to concexve hov.'*the annual amdun‘t of thesel
' bills

’
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bills should, (on .the supposition upgn which we are
now- «pmceedmg) be: less in the one s;mtem thaninthe
chélfr PR TR R RO TR A Al "*( RIN
But on: the destrucnon of :their monopoly,-it: seems,-

the- ships: now chartered by the Company must belaid:

up, since being: built for. warlike -defence as well -as;

‘commerce, -they would. be” unsnited to the purposes’ of
private merchants, and the supplies of naval and miti--

tary stores, which have usually been conveyed in them,-

© maust consequently cease to ‘be -exported.  Why the

- means of ¢¢ warlike defence ” are not as necessary. for

the mghudualmerchant,as for. the. Companyy 'yet Tew

“1ains ftq be told.. Why ‘a corporation :possessing-a

capital of $£22,567,953- and burdened with a debt ex-

v f(;eeding, that capital by more than 6 millions, shouldbe
. better able totake up very expensive shipping than the
" merchants .of . these - realms. — whose capital engaged

conly. in one:branch of trade (the‘ West Indian) exceeds

the -gmount of the. Compa.ny s capital -and: debt . put
together ~—is:still to be discovered; and why, these -
merchants, who we are informed will be-unable te- assert
any. oawgoes for the  Indian: market, should refuse to -
. give the. Gompany freight for their warlike stores -in
~ their : half, .empty vessels, on . pretty reasonable terms,
‘the Chairman .and. Deputy Cha}rman have: }eﬁ? us 4o

enq;mef\g : LR ‘
5 {2 whuwgyer nnnec.essary to deny, that the dlme of

& larg&; proportion of the shipping at present-engaged
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in the trade to Indxa, ,would be among. the _very_pro~

bable consequences of thrownw, open that trade to

prlvate speculatlon. But in truth we do not thmk that
the ease of the Dlrectors w111 be much mdebted to thls

argument. On the conttan y, we are mchned to sus=

’ pect, that’ 1t 1s a concessmn whxch they have somewhat

unw1se]y and unwanly made. . V1s1ona1 'y as our mer-
chants’ may be, they have not yet lear ned to speculate
$0 wﬂdly as to “charter. Shlps of elght, ten, or twelve
hundred tons burden, for a voyage which can be made
with mcompa\ably more cheapness, safety, and dns.
patch by ‘vessels of one half or one thlrd of that
‘tonnage, * The Company “true to their punmple of
deprsmo- all “ narrow consxdelatons of commercxa,l
proﬁt ” have mdeed neglected tlns as. \vell as. ether
calculatmns, Whlch to-men,-to whom- consxdera%tlons of
that kind are familiar, nfight have appeared unportant
That Bntlsh Merchants should refuse to take up the
shlppmg now chartered by the Company, can we sup-
pose arise on]y from thls——that the . Company’s: ships.

‘are not \yell adapted for the trade in which they. are’
engaged‘ ~“For what reason then have they so long;
“been-employed ¢ - To that queatlon, some ‘have rephed; -’
by refernng to the mﬂuence of the Shlppmg Interest:
in the Court of Dlrectors, others. by- calling: to tind
the habxtual carelessness and imprudeénce of Joint Stock.

Companies—the Chalrman and Deputy Chalrma"' hy

telhng us that they “ are destmed and ﬁt,ted fof the: "

performance

€
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performace of pohtlcal services ’ adoptmg the last ds -
the most authorltatlve explanatlon of the practlce m
questlon ) still it seems 1mpossxbfe to evade the conclu-
sion that here at least the commercxal mterests of the
Company have been sacrxﬁced to their mterests as
soverelgns—-that so far as this most matemal artlcle of
expence is concerned their 1mper1al is mcompatlble
with thexr mercantlle cha1 acter, and that, ifi in no other
yet certamly in this respect, the trade with Indla Wdl '
be' more cheaply and advantageous]y conducted by
prxvate merchants than by the East-Indla Company

3 « But there isgor reason to believe -the - evils Wou]d
“. end here ‘The monopoly of the Chma trade,. which
it s proposed to continue, would not be. safe.
“British ships, when permitted to range at pleasure
, through the. Indian seas, however interdicted from

that.trade, would attempt to participate in it, either
« byxesortmg to it as the country ships. do, under

<« color of carr ymw on the coastmg trade, or by other
- ““‘mieans obtaining teas, and the other productlons of
¢¢ «China, at the most convenient Indian ports Love

¢.aof gain, disappointments: in other- ways, the” hope
* of impuaity, would stimulate their conductors’ to
¢ reak through restrictions. nnposed in this ceuntry.-
€ Brmsh subJects, who now. ‘navigate the Indtan Seas,

“:sail” fromsome one ‘of our estabhshed settlements
“f t};ere, and are. amenab]e to the laws of 1t : 1t Wonld

“ ranoqng tbe numerous 1s]ands and coasts ~of the

. o
2% tastern Seas, where they would be: unknown, and

6 whehtethey could not be followed to England by

A complamta,
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“ complamt,s, the probability of lmpumty might texppt
& them to commit upon the weak natives, . accustomed
€¢ {0 repose confidence in Englishmen, acts of injustice
¢ and licentiousness, which would woundthe national
¢ _character, raise complamts throughout  India, and

¢ sef. the people against us.”

There are but two other points in the letter of the
Directors to w hich we shall solicit the attentlon of our
readers. 1st. The apprehensions enteltamed that our
puvate merchants, ¢ ranging the numerous islands
and coasts of the EcLStqu Sea,” would be tempted £0
«: commit upon the weak natives, accustomed to repose
conﬁdenCe in Encrhshmen, acts of 'injustice. and Ticene

t}ousness, whlm would wound the natwnal ckm’mter,

raise complamts throughout India, and set the people
against. us.” The- same fears apply- to: China,. with
this difference only : ‘that' there we should ‘set thie Em-

peror acramst us. 'lhat men w1ll be Ixcen‘uous Where

they can be so W 1Lh 1mpumty w e are not 50 wnorant
of men as not to believe, nay, were we mcredulous

upon this point, perhaps 2 glance at the hlstory of

Modem Indla itself nght suffice for our convlctlom
But that mm wxll bc habxtua]ly hcentxous whexe they
have a strong 1mmed1ate prwatc mterest in xestrammg
their passmns, we are uot 50 wholly unacquamted wuh

the power of self-mtcaest as to f,bmk very pro'()able.

It the rumous competmon m the Iudxan Marf&et of

37 I 51T [« fY,

of whxch the Dxrectoxs syeak =s not a. phantom of tbeir
Yown

&
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own creation ; it is surely somewhat incredible that men
with their hands full of unsaleable wares, should not
rather assume the obsequious civility of the private
tradesman, than the insolent licence which in the mere

agent of a vast Joint Stock Company, would be natural
and intelligible.

¢ In China, where the effects of such a spirit would
¢ be most to be feared, we could exercise no authority,
¢¢ sufficient to controul men not within the reach of the
¢ Indian Governments, or to defeat their schemes and
‘¢ associations for eluding the laws. Practice would
¢¢ embolden them, and time increase their numbers.
¢ It is hardly conceivable they would not venture upon
¢ irregularities which would offend the Chinese Ga-
¢ vernment, who, whilst the delinquents escaped to
¢¢ England with impunity, would doubtless take satis-
¢ faction of the national factory ; and the pride and
¢¢ jealousy of that government, alarmed by repeated
¢ instances of this nature, fromthe desultory visits of
“ a new order of Englishmen, insubordinate to the
‘¢ yepresentatives of the nation, might determine to
¢ dismiss the whole together.”

Tﬁe inconveniences anticipated from the petulance
of our traders in Borneo or Sumatra; would, we cone
jectu/l'e, however, produce very little alarm at Lea-
dehhall Street, if the sensibility of the Directors were
not exuted for the preservation of the peace and
good orde1 of Chma also. We are aware that the
apprehen»wus entertained by the Dnectoxs on thxs
ground are not confined to themseh es, but that many

H mep




54
smen, who have no immediate personal interest in the
continuance of the monopoly of the Company in the
China tra’.de,, are disposed to acquiesce in the justice
of these alarms, and such, indeed, appear to be the
views of His Majesty’s Ministers in their observations
of the 2d March 1812. Upon this question, we wish’
to suggest a few considerations, which may’ tend to-
shew the fallacy of the representations which have
been so assiduously circulated, in relation to- this part
of the: subject: and, 1st. we must observe, that the
agents of the Company at Canton are the mere factors-
ef a great commercial establishment,. and not the
servants of the Sovereigus of India. No one, who
khows any thing of the haughty spirit of the Court
of Pekin, will, for a moment believe that the agents:

~ of the Company can derive any protection from the

viclence or insults of the Emperor ‘of China, from:
their connection with- a. body of merchants, whose
power that magnificent person considers- probably
with the most supreme iﬁdifférenee; and for whosa
‘secupation, except as it may supply him with-some
‘of the conveniences of life, he doubtless entertains
tlie most unqualified contémpt'. So. far,. then, thi; in-

dividual merchant will, at least, be on an equality

“4ith the agent of the Company-—-that they will be-
:‘equaliy destitute of any meaus of acqmrmg respect‘:
or toleration, except what they may derive from the
. cmod charactex for submzssxveness and’ erderly beha-

viour
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viour, which they may respectively establish. That
this is a very difficult task to any description of men
need not be denied; nay, we will even say, that,
however we might feel as merchants, we should, as
men, be sorry if it were otherwise than difficult. But,
in considering which of the two classes of persons,
who would be engaged in that occupation, would bé .
most likely to conduct themselves with the deference
and regularity which Chinese pride or pelicy might
exact, it seems hardly questionable, but that the
master supercargo and seamen of a Bristol er Liver-
pool trader, would far surpass in quietness and docility
the commander and crew of a China ship in the em-
ploy-of the Company : and if the comparison should
be . extended to the factors on shore, the result would
he still more clearly in favonr of the agent of the
private merchant.

Im the first place, it-must be remarked that the
a_iila,stalndmwﬂqmpany are in possession of the market

—and that. the private trader could only hape to make

‘a;-_j:grqﬁtab}c voyage by. supplanting, in some degree,

so. powerful a vival.—To this end, the arts of insi-
nuation and address would be the most obvious and
natural path..

. 2dly..'The inferier bulk and peacefal appearance
»Qf the shhps of the private trader, would tend much
to diminish, any jealousy which the government of
©China might entertain of the ob;ectg of the individual

a2 merchant,
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merchant. But that the same government should feel
some apprehensions of the immense armaments of  the

East-India Company, is cousidering the paltry marine by

-which that greatEmpire is defended, no very extraor-

dinary-or unwarrantable instance of suspicion. -

- 3d. It would hardly escape the penetration of that

very jealous people, that much less was to be feared
from any number of insulated individuals, than from'a

budy of men whose identity of interest and:connexion

" with one common head, would enable them to conduet

any lawless enterprize which they might be supposed to

;meditate, with vigour, celerity, and effect. -

4th. The complement of one of the Company’s

~China ships is very much larger in proportion te its

tonnage, than the crew. which any private merchant

would hire for the navigation of the vessels, which -

would be fitted out from Liverpool or Glasgow. ‘There
would consequently be little ‘danger of -any:loug or
frequent absence of the common seamea, from the

vessels of the latter. Attention to the ordinary busi-

mess of the ship, and the task of taking in'the carge

and necessary stores, would provide ample: occupation

+for that number of hands, which the economy of pri-
vate speculation would prescribe. Idleness and conises
_quently licentiousness would of course:prevail:most in
‘that:service, in which the duty to be: performed. was
‘least: eenstant: and:laborieus.: | : :

CRRF I IS TA N RS )
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Sth, - From the system adopted by the Company of
bringing home the produce -of . their China: trade in
Jarge fleats; which: sail at stated intexrvals—their ships
lie at Canton for'a much longer period than ‘would: be
necessary, to .take in the cargo which could be sent to
Europe. in:the single vessels of private-traders—how
much -in sugh. a situation, delay must increase - the
‘temptation of committing those excesses, which are'so
auch apprehended, it seems hardly necessary tomen-
tion.;
.+ .6th. It is supposed, that the superior respectability
of the.capt;ains and: crews employed by the East-India
Company-and their larger- establishments of petty-offi-

cers, would-insure a more prompt and ready obedience

-and.greater severity of discipline in their vessels, than

could be-obtained in the ships of mere private adven-
turers.  Without entering into a comparison: which

.Jnust. be useless and might be offensive,: it may: be

-sufficient_ to say. in reply toi that suggestion, that if

-our merchant service contains.any. men of talent,-reso-
Jution, integrity, and experience, who, arenot nunm-
bered among the servants of the East-India Company,

such are precisely. the men whom any merchant would

~seleet. for his masters.and supercargo, in-a. voyage: of

suclh anrportance and diffic ulty-as that in question.. If
ssuchiorenadre to-be- found:(which it is to be ‘presumed
will not be disputed) and:if when!found,: they would
beiseledted for trust and command in a voyage to

China
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China {which probably few will doubt), why are we
to anticipate any defect of discipline in vessels so com-
manded. Obedience is the fruit of fear or affection or
respect, nor is it easy to understand how the captain
of ‘2 Company’s ship, should be more able or more
likély to excite these emotions, thau such officers as

we have already described.
7th. Tt is obvious that, in proportion asthe trade
cavried on between this country and Chi{na increased,
the importance of that intercourse would rise in‘the
estimation of the government of the latter country.
Prejudice and ignorance may do much, but their
power has its limit.  The Mandarins will at-last: be-
lieve, that a-traffic which supplies them - with ..any

duxuries, amusements, ot gratifications, . of which,

“wvithout that traffic, they would. have been -destitute,

cannot be wholly unworthy even of .their - attention
and support. If a free trade with Chiua will have.the
effect of extending the commerce of ‘China,: which it

is not very easy to question, may we not reasonably

~hope, that their deep rooted jealousy of foreign-con-

mexion will at length be overcome, by daily expe-
rience of the substantial comforts and advantages of
avhich that connexion might be made productive.

- To some, however, all these -considerations may"per-
}xaps appear msufﬁuent, to shew that’ the extensxon of
:the trade wn:h Chma, to prxvate merchants, wnuld not
excite all the _}ealousy on the .part of thé Cl;nnese

government
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government of which the Directors are apprehensive.
To allay the fears, the excessive fears, as they appear
to us, of such persons, we would venture lastly to
propose, as a practical method of obviating the sup~
posed inconvenience, that all British subjects at Can-
ton, and generally throughout the parts of China,
should be placed under the control of a consul, to be
appointed for that purpose by His Majesty ; that he
should be entrusted with very large and ample powers
of laying under arrest; and even, if necessary, of

punishing by fine or imprisonment, on board any

British ships in the port of Canton, any person ot

persons who might be guilty of any species of excess,

by which the Chinese government or any of its officers.

were likely to be molested ; and that, to provide for'

the dae execution of his orders, he should be entrusted
with an authority (for that purpose only) over all the
seamen and. others belonging to any British vessel lyinig:
in- that port ;: of such a ‘measure the minor regulations
and details would be for the consideration of Parlia-
ment. |

< If thisfext;'eme'_ case be not supposed, which how-
ever is too probable and too momentous in its conse-
¢ quencesto.be hazarded, canit be doubted, that ihilss
s_the duties on tea continue at even the fourth part of
¢ what they are at present, private English ships ad-
¢ 'ventuung to the Eastern Seas will not, by mea.ns of
""‘A‘r"cmjntry vessels and intermediate potts, if by no other
"‘”means, progure - teas, and revive the practice: -of

S i smuggling
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¢ smuggling them into this kingdom ? The conses
 quence seems inevitable, and the ships of our own
s country, especially if allowed to chuse their port of
« discharge, as the proposed change seems to require,
¢ would have facilities, which those of foreign Europe
¢ or America could not command. How the immense
¢ revenue, now derived by Government from the very
 high duties on tea, could, under such circumstan~
¢ ces, berealized, or asubstitute found for them, may
¢¢ be an important, and, to all appearance, a most
¢ difficult subject of enquiry.” ‘

To the indiscriminate admission of private merchants
into the trade with China, the Directors have however
another objection, though like cautious advocates,
they haye very wisely postponed the mention of that
argument, which they expected to #ell most forcibly
to thev conclusion. of their enumeration, of the evils

impending over us, by the projected alterations in our

Indian system, ¢¢ the immense revenue now received by

¢ government, from the very high duties on tea,”
would it appears be with very great diﬁicufty « realiz-
« ed,” The grounds of this supposition are not very
intelligibly stated. ‘We collect, however, from the
whole of the Letter of the Chairman-and Deputy

Chairman, that this supposed defalcation -in the-

revenue, is expected toarise from a system of smug~
gling, to which it is believed the opening of the trade
with China will give peculiar facilities, and from ‘the
adventurers in that trade ¢ being allowed,” as the

' proposed
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proposed change seems to require, ¢ to chuse their
% own port of -discharge.” Of the history of smug-
gling, the Writer of these pages is willing to confess,
that he knows but little; and in the absence of any
rea‘so‘ning“, v»t‘o shew the probability of the extension of
this. pra.ctvice, in cousequence of the projected altera~
tians ia the system of our China and Indian trade, it
certainly becomes difficult to disprove the as:ertion
which has been made by the Directors, There appéér
notwithstanding to be one or two considerations, which
might excuse some degree of incredulity, as to the
justice and accuracy of thié»opinion. Of" all men; Mr.

Parry and. Mr, Grant will be the last to deny, that

whatever other effect the opening of the commerce of -

the Eastmay produce, it will, at least, be the cause -

of. a great competition in our own markets, and that in
consequence of. that.competition; the prices of tea, as
of every other -article of import from. those countries,

will be. “¢ reduced still lawer ” than they are at ‘present.

Now,.in what consists the temptation to smuggle teas

from :Canton - to - Liverpool; or (what for our present

purpose;-amounts to the same thing) from Bosten to
Liverpoel, upon the present:system of -Chinese mono=.
poly:? First, the atticle is brought into the market:
here,. free from. the expence of . the ad valorem. duties,. .
whichg:in-a lawful voyage, wonld he .payable upon
thesalesrat:the. East-India House in. London; . Secondly,: .

thef:aEas;thncL?a_r:qupé;ny, having.in the fair market g,

£ _ ‘monopoly




manopoly of the article, regulate"-both the quantitied -
and-the qualities of the teas they purchase in China,

s0 -as to keep up the price of that commodity in the
xnarkets of Great-Britain. ;. The Smugglegcgnsequgp;lkys

not only sells his wares exempt from the duty, but he

sells them in a market in which the value of the article
is unnaturally and very considerably raised. Thirdly,

~ the East-India Company may be supposed; like most

other. similar establishmeats, to make. their purchases

at a rate somewhat exceeding the fair value of the
commodities they pur chase. . The smuggler bhas all

the. advantage of the circumspection and -wariness of

“individual self-interest in making up ‘his charges. .- He
. therefore ba_:ings: ‘his.goods jnto a market, in which his
_enly rival is one who has bought ata higher rate ‘than
- himself. . But.now suppose, the trade with China to be
" thrown apen to private. merchants, - The smuggler, it

is true, will still have the.advantage over the fair

. trader of saving upon. his sales .the duties payable.to

goevernment.: But,ngitilér. ‘will he -come into market

artificially raised,. nor will. bis competitors it the
.- market -he less active, cautmus, or mtelhgent, than
- himself, ia purcha.smg their cmmmodmes.; -So far then,
--it does not seem very intelligible, that a free trade
. shenld increase . the gains. of smugg*lens, or-augment
* their numbers. .But there is & remedy -against -this

_apprehended . evil, exceedmgiy sxmple, ‘efficaciousy

_and. obvious, A € ruinous: competition” -will . -of

|

couxse: .
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c‘éurse ifiereasé the ahount of sales and consequently
¢he ‘whole #itoutit of the duties upon' these ' saless

Somie’ ditninution; therefore, 'in the dities, mightbe

tade without any diminution in the revenues or “ir¥

éther words, the teriiptation to smuggling may, at no .
‘expente to the public, be considerably’ diminished.

Farther, by admitting the private trader into'a particis

patlon in" the Chinese trade, the: legislature - would' at

“éncé aise in the fair merchants and their agents, @
whole a‘i-myrof Cistom-Honse Officets as” vigilant,
Because as much interested in the ve ection’ of frands,

“#s the persons- who “afe’ officially entédsted with' the

“dischatrgle of that dutyy and; lastly, by remeving
“from the ‘port ‘of London, a- considerable proportiomn

“of tl’r“é.’ixﬁpbrts‘ from’ -the ‘East, - we should; -in some:

degree; render uselessallithe wonderful and unequalled

facilities, ‘which, notwithstanding its- expensive - estas
‘Bishment of revetitie officers; that ‘port possesses for
- gvating the execution -eﬁ*thé’ laws: ' For these, ‘amiong

~other, reasons we are very ‘sceptical’ as to the injury,

§hich “it s stipposed  the: customs will sustain, from

“thre projected: alteration in the system of Brmsh inter«
-~ cotse with the Bast, ~ iRl s e

Among other rgxono:pnhes, i has been the ob_]ect of

“i¢he petitioners to- Parliament; to'déstroy that which is

' dow enjoyed-by the poit of Lonten, in the’ exclusive

-~ possession of aftthe i’mpoi‘t?df"Eam;rn&ian commodities.

" PH#E this proposal would excite great alarm-and very
12 - Toud

i
i
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loud: clamour, they by. whom it was. made of course
expected-=that this clamour shoald be made not only:

the substitute, but the single substitute: for argument,

has excited no astonishment ; bat it has been somewhat:

surprizing to the merchants of the great outports -of

this kingdom, that thcy should have been called upon

to disprove the policy of throwing' the whole of thig

immense traffic into* one of the cities of this empirey
to the exclusion of all the ~ou£poi‘,ts of ‘Great-Britain

and Ireland. The least which canbe expected of men:

who are soliciting so immense an exclusive privilege; is

that they should be provided with a clear and producible
defence of - the justice of their fdem\an_ds«. Hitherta
they. have found it either prudent or necessary to de-
‘cline so-hazardous an attemi)t. ~'We may collect how=
ever from what has hitherto-appeared upon this subject,

 that the great .grounds of argument of the persons.

¢¢ interested: in the [Jbrt of Lon’d'on,"’- will, when theiy:‘f‘

condescend to “argue. the -question at alv]"! ‘be -as foly

1st. - It may be said that ;;there is a large body of

men now occupied in the City of London, in.the ser--

vice of the East-India Company, who would by the;

proposed alteration be thrown out of~'6mplqy; and that

much of the capital invested in their respective trades,

by‘the ,»wholésale teasdealers and others connected ‘with:

-he Company, would be rendered unprofitable, - ..

i 5

A
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TP impottance’of these consideratichs fio thin wﬂ{w
be disposed to dispute;: but when their just weight shall”
have been allowed them, to what will it amount? “The

sum:and substance of ‘human wisdom, consistsin com-"

promizing well between opposite difficulties—=the comia:

pletion of human folly, in refusing to aveid a"gteatEr
evil, by sobmitting to a less. The shippers and ware=
housemen; and tea-dealers of the City of London; will’

~scarcely attempt to prove that the national detrimient-

which we shail'sustain by their loss  of employment, is-

greater than what will be incurred by refusing to nine

. hundred ‘and  ninety-nine of every ‘thousand of the’

mérchants and manufactures of this country, all’ com-’

mercial  intercourse . with - one- half ~of the habitable

~ world, Their: case ‘may be an efficient make-weight
in the“balance.of argument, but if brought forward as

" a.single counterpoise’ to-the considerations to which-

it is opposed, its influence is absolutely. imperceptible.. - -

That muéh‘individu‘al loss and disappointme‘ht would

" be sustained by these classes of men, it is needless to*

deny ; but; perhaps; that loss has been somewhat overs
stated. - Much: of ‘the labour and the capital now en-’

gaged in the East-India trade in the metropolis, would

\pro'bably be ‘tran‘sfe’rred' to the outpoits, ‘and : mirch:

might-advantageously be: diverted to other-occupations,
But above: all it must not be forgotten; that:the ‘evil
sustained by the citizens of London; would be the exace

‘measure and the immediate ‘cause of the benefit ac~

" guired
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qinred hy the ‘inhabitants of the provinces ; and- thint

t6 the ¢ inmunity at large it is a matter of little ot no.
moment, whether Titius in Lond:on, or Sémpronms in.
Lifver‘pool,‘ iAs enriched by the East-Indian trade.. “The
case  of ‘these persons is (as far as it is worthy of out
a'et'entmn) a case for compensat’on. LT T
. gdly. It may be urged in bebalf of ‘the Port bf
London, thatthe coasting tr. ade is materially promoted
by the import of East'Indian goods being restricted to
thie Thames. Weé doubt: much "w}_iéther;;j'?iri' point of
fact, this statement is correct. The inliad navigation
from  London has, of lat.‘e(yéars, been so“hﬁbh ‘ime
proved, and the overland -communication’ with every
town and village in the country, has been rendered:
s 'cheap, éasy, and ‘expeditious, that, éxcept for very
bulky articles indeed (and such are ‘not the .‘g‘obdi-f
enunterated by the Chairman and’ Deputy Chairman,

as bonstitating' the imports of India) it does not seem

very likely, norindeed is it to be belisved that much

-toﬁnage is enigaged in the’ coasting - trade. .~ But not

to dispute the fact, let us consider what it is which:
. we' sacrifice’ to this object, ‘when, for the prombtxoxr
df it, we abandon ‘the whole imports of’ the' E ast
to-the port of London. . 'First, all the nsks- mc‘urred

" of loss by captute in the Charinel ‘(which, if ‘the port.
of dlschar'ge were at Cork, or Lwerpool ‘or Bhistol,
would be avoided) are’ necessanly sustamed by ships

; 'winchx are compelled: to discharge: their cargoes in the
Thames.
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Thames, Secandly, the cqnsumers of tea, ‘or g.ny
altlclc of uxgport from the Ea.st, have, in. addmog te
the price of the article itself, to pay a proﬁt to the
broker and wholesale dealer in’ London, which, if the
sales were conducted at the outports, wight be saved.

‘ Thirdly, all the costs of cartiage inland or coastwise,

and of double warehousing, are likewise a charge
ypon the commodity, which might be material)ly dis
minished by opening the outports to the reception

of E East Indian merchandize. Fourthly, xhe principle

upon wlnch this argument proceeds, would, if extend<
ed to its fmx,kmnsequenqes, lead to very extraordinary
results indeed. . . If it be expedient to.ship teas in

~ coasting vessels from the Thames to the Humber;

rather than to permit a direct importation iut;i the
latter river, why not-extend the same reasoning to the
import of sugar ?. why not to that of hldes, or hemp,

. or taﬁllpw?;_Why, to the great and manifest injury

of the .coasting ‘trade, are chairs and tables suffered
to bc sold in the public streets which -have. not. ‘made
a probanonary voyage to Leith or to the Orkneys?
Why all this—except that we., have dxscovered that
though the promotion of the coastmg trade is a goed

‘thm yﬁt that it xs not the first of ail pphtxcal” obJeg:bs

*bhat it ls of much /less 1mpor!cance, for. mstmee,
than the cheapness of all articles of unwetsal use:
and dlspatch in thelr amval at their dﬁstmed markets.

e T,




.- 'Third, the last -‘object,ion»’wiﬁéh we aiﬁt’x’éipa't’e to the .

admission of the outpofts to a participation in the eoms

’ méi%dé of the East; is, that ‘the present mode of cel-

lecting the ‘ad valorem duties on tedsand other drticles

by -public sales, could not be condutted without great:.

loss to the revenue, except in the sale room of the "

Eastdlndxa Company: In answer to this assertion, ‘we

_ will venture to sdggest three plans for that purpose;

cither of which we apprehend would, if adopted by
?arliament,..lpx;ovidé for the collection of these ‘dus -
, tles in Glasgow ‘or Liverpool, as effectually -as" if
‘ theyhad been raised upon sales in Leadenhall Street. -

A st AlL the different kinds of tea might be- classed-

uumemcally, accondmc to the quality dnd-value; the

éuty payable upon a given qua.mlty of each class to

- be a settled and permanent - sum-—that .sum to ‘be as«

sessed by the ‘principal revenue . oiﬁcer at edch porty -

upon. all the different classes of tea ‘w mch might : be
found i m any: pa\twular car go. Thxs system has long
been ; acted ‘upon in- 1Amen,c,a .and ,_thﬁl’_x;__ complete.

success,

. 2dly. The sales of tea might still take place as at

present in the port of London, and- general averges

4 mxght be taken, by whxch the estlmated value of the
gmcle as impoted intd. the other ports . of the -empire -

should be regulated. - Upon thm prmcxple the tax on

suga.r s at present ralsc,d or SRR s

‘3dly‘; The
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~ 3dlys . The public sales might take place at the difs

~ ferent ports of discharge. - Public warchouses might be
proyided for the reception of the goods, and the sales

- take. _place in, the diﬁ'erent p'orts‘of' the kingdom :at
stated and. convenient intervals, under _the. mspectlon -
- of the same. officer .or officers to be appomted for that .

purposc By these persons, returns to be authenticated

~as mxght be prowded would be ‘made from time to
" time tp, the proper office in London, and upon his
reports the ad wvalorem duuesjmlght be »_easﬂy and un-.
objectionably 1axsed ‘

¢«.But a more scrious consequence than a.Il these
‘woyld still remain, = A ﬁee trade_to India would,
unavmdab;y, draw after 1t the res:dence of numerous

)
-~

®
~

¢ and continually mcreasmg Emopeans there, whats
- ¢ evér prohibitions might, ‘at first, be opposed to their,

- settling-in the country.. - When' all ‘restraint to the
¢ importation- of, ships. and goods. is ,taken’ off, men;
¢« must be allowed to follow their propcrty, and to re-
¢ main at the p]ace where they land it till thev have“'

. s 'dlsposed of it they must be allowed to navxgate the

EE
-

“ Indian Seas, and to return to the same place when

¢ their business calls them : they will thus, msensxbly, t
and with hardly reasonable grounds. for opposition,

¢ domiciliate themselves, nor would an’ unsuccessful

¢ trade prevent them, but many would" seek to ldem-'
¢ nify themselves on shore for their losses by the 1 VoY=

¢ age; The: ihstandes of such settleménts will be nu-
¢ merous, and it will be impossible for any police to

¢ follow up the cases of mdmduals, and continually
Ak to exermse a rlgorous sy stem of exclusxon. ‘This has

“ B4 . ¢ not

b
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®_ ot hitherto been done, though- attended with: con=
s paratively little difficulty ; -and. the . attempt - would
¢ sqon, under the new order- of things, be abandoned
¢ as hopeless.- Colonization wust, in such case, fol-’
¢ low. Large commuinities of Europeans will struggle
¢ for. popular tights ¢ new feelings with respect to’ the

¢¢ mother country, new interests and attachments will
¢ then spring up ;-and in a region so remote, so rich
¢ and,so populous, and so accustomed to yield tt to the
o ascendenoy of the European charaetu ) the tendency

¢ and process of these th1n<rs c;mnot be dxfﬁcult to -

8¢ concewe " -

Havmtr sald thus much upon those parts of the letter .
of Mr. Parry and Mr. Grant, which appear to have a
moxe xmmedmte and presglng 1mp01tance, we shall

not detam our maders long wi ith commentmg upon

the pxecedmg passaoe. " For hlmself the writer -of -

these pages must. most’ e‘zpholtly dxsavow any mtentlon
of gwmo his. very mswmﬁcant op\mon in favor of the
present mdependence of Indla. Hei xs deep}y 1mpress-
ed wnh the conviction, that dxsaster ‘and wretcheduess
would be- the cextam and mumedmte consequences of
such a revohmon, that a xace of men in a state of
‘ soc1ety such as that m Wthh the mass of the popu]auon
ef Indla is placed at present are morally mcapable of
acqmrmrr or mamtamg pohtlcal hberty, or of justly
apprecnatmg 1ts value were they able to acquire - it.
- But at the same txme he humbly concelves ‘that neither
in Hmdoostan, or in, any other country upon e'u'th it
s _the w1sest mode of preservnw subordmatxo-n, te

keep

IR B SRR T TR TR
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- keep men in a state of ignorance and depressiop ;=—to
- debar them from any commaunication with -their supe-

v rlonsm edueatlon ‘and. in knowledge, and to, diminish

- by every means which mgenmty can deVJSe, the pum-
. ber of those sympa.thxes and_common interests whu,h

. connect, the. governors and the governed To ordmary

) apprehensxons it appears not very intelligible; how the

i

.. encre ase “of British settlers should be'. hostxle to the

. _per, mzmency of the British Government in India:  Ra.
pldly as our empire. in the East has grown, | and _widely

as it has, extended however beneficent its influence,

~or noble its form, it mll be hld prost\'a,te w1th the

ﬁrst blast of the tempest, nnless the roots.. and ﬁbres
by whlch it. is. upheld are deeply and. tenacxous}y dis-
persed thmughout the whole populetlon of the Indla.n_

: Pe,mnsula.

.. But stq‘ange are the mconsxstenmes of terror.

Whlle the Chaurman and Deputy Cbalrman fee] their

, thlones tottermg under them, in the prospect of their

_own. countr.ymen settlmg in thelr dommxons, they are

thlowmg open thelr haxbours, thenr cmcs, and their

factories to. foreign merchants and to forelgn 1ntr1gue,

& to establxsh forezgn mﬂuence, and . to aggx'andlze

X fa?eszn power in Indla.”* Grantmg, however, that
they may have some pretext of danger to Jusufy their
tumd{ty, must not ages clapse before any Bmtlsh power

e 1{2 2 ‘in

A e Lord Wellesleys Letter, page 34¢ _—




in the Peninsula can hecome soformidable as to threat-
~en the repose of its present sovereigns?  And shall we-
throw from us'the means of rendering this. empire in=
dependent of the trade' .of America and Europe ;—of
acquiring- ‘wealth sufficient to baffle -the force of the ”
most. fbrmiéable ccnquemr who ever menaced thehap.
piness of the world;—of extending commerce and ci-
’vil_izatiOn," and - opulence, over an immense portion of
the habitable globe, because some' two ‘or. three huns
dred years hence, India may shake off-the authority -

of the Court of Directors! Human' foresight is not

strong enough to calculate the value or the probability

of ‘such remote contingencies. --In matters of state po<

licy', s in the details of private life, ‘we must; in some- ‘

degreé,~ be content to live extémpore. _
: Thng@e is one among th‘elmany objections  which
- might be made to these very hasty remarks;. which we

are anxious mnot to leave ‘unnoticed. ‘We ‘are," it may

be said, contemplating as a desirable event, the intro-
duction into India of ‘a system. of mechanical labour, o
which would form a’ dangerous “competition to ‘the

manufactories established amongst. ourselves. - They =~

who entertain- this apprehension can certainly have but

“very slightly considered the essential distinctidh between

,our own' Sta.ple commodities and those of the Peninsula, -

" or the state of the machinery of this country, to the
production of which ‘all the science and accumulated
experience of Europe has been .made  to :contribute,
” | | Ie
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Tt must further be observed; ‘that the cheapness'of

labour in India, will long preveiit the establishment or |

use of expensive machinery in the tmanufactures of

which this circumstance must at all ‘times give to our ~

own merchants in a trade with any part of the world,
in which the same means of facilitating labour are une

known we refer ‘to the calculation subjoined €o these

pages, extracted from a letter pliBﬁ‘s'héd by Mr.Lee
of Manchester, than whom 1o man has & more accurate
practical acquaintance with subjects of this na'tl:ix’é-‘
- (See page 75)’." G
‘Having said thus much as to the letter (’ifﬁMr.:Pérrj; o

and Mr. Grant, the writer of these sheets trusts he
shall be excused, if he adds one word as to his motives

in giving publicity to these observations, that they are

aeither very original or very profound, he does not need I

“to be told, but having written them to answer a tem-

porary purpose, he has not aimed to give any new view

of this most important subjec'-f,.but to recall to mens
recollection those acknowledged principles and obvious

truths which it appeared to him to be the object of the

letter of the Directors to discredit. No authorities

have been quoted, ‘because without incumbering a dis- -

cussion which has already ":ver"y greatly exceeded its
intendéd'limifs,- they could not have been introduced.
In the approaching parliamentary enquiry ‘into’the
subject of ‘the Kast-Indian Charter, an oppdrtunity will

| perhaps

‘that country. As an illustration of the supetiority =~
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sperhaps be afforded of substantiating:in a much more

ample manner than would have been pracucable here,
the accuracy of the facts, and the Justlce Qf th& rea-
‘soning, which are. barely glanced at.in these pages.

. The author feels' that what he has written must depend

for suppert on.its own value, -and can derive.not a par-
ticle of weight from his name or authority ; he is there-

fore the less unwilling to say, in justification of his own

- Jiterary pretentions, and asan apologyafqt.numherléss
. defects of composition, that he has been compelled to

write what he now submits to the judgment of the
public, in a few hours snatched with difficulty in the

-gourse of one . week, from pressing. professmnal avo-

catxcms.
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My. Leg's Calculation of Labour in Britain and India.

The Quantity of Mule Spindles in Great_Britain, appears,

by actual survey to be—

4,200,000, producing a quantxty of Cotton Yarn, at least
equal to that which can be spun.in thé same
time by Four Millions Two Hundred Tfousand
Persons, in India; the wages of each are sup-
posed at 2d. per Day; but in Britain—

70 000 Persons would produce the same Effect, by
‘ Machinery, at 20d. per day;. consequent\y-—-
1 Person in Britain will be equal to— B

60 in India; but, in consequence of a more exe
penswe apparatus, and various “contingencies,
1 will state that— . '
1. Person is equal to 40 in Indxa 5

40 X 2d=6s. 8d. which is the value of labour for Spmmng in

~ India, to correspond with that of one persom
v - in Britain, or as Gs. g8d. to s 8d.
It is, therefore, evident that one Spinner by Machmery in

Britain will produce yarn at one fourth the price that it costs for

the

same Quantity of Workmanship in India; supposing the

‘Wages of the former to be 1s. Sd and of the latter to be’ 2d.

 per

day.
The following statement is a comparison of the cost of

labour in producing Yarns, in Britain, and India, for One
Pound Weight, from No. 40 & 250, and likewise of the Value
of the Labour and Material combined. -

100
120
150

- 200

250

BRITISH. ~_ INDIA.
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2 s d sodo s d d. s d 5 o de
2.00 16 10 26 3 34 37
1.9 20 16 36 3% 58 6 o0
1.5%0 2 2 2 2 4 4. 4 810F 9 3
1.40...2 4 210 52 5 111 12 4
1.2 26 36 60 5 160 16 5
1.00 .21 66 9 4 6 25 0 25 6
0.75 34 16 8 20 o 6 44 7 451
0.50 4 0 31 0 3 0 8 83 4 - 8 o
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