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LETTER
| W eﬁJﬁdm Merchants, &3”r -

 'GENTLEMEN, .
T is with Relu@ance that I attempt
@ toaddrefs you in this Manner, be-
- ing fenfible how much I fhall ex-
pofe my Abilities by appcaring in Pub-
ic; but the Juftnefs of the Caufe I
would undertake ; The Unreafonable-
nefs of your Petition now before the -

| - Honourable Houfe of Commons, Prayinga

Probibition of the Trade carried on Jrom
2be Northern Colonies, to the French and
SV Dutch
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Dutch Weft-India Seztlements 5 The ins.

decent RefleGtions you have therein caft
upon, the Northern Colonies ; The unjuft
Light you have fet that Trade in, with
the Confequences thereof ; And, the /-

. tle Modefly with which you are pufhmg
thxs Affair, louoxy calls for fome Check,

to your Proceedings ; Therefore, having
Impatxentiy ‘waited, in E—Tope that fome "

- of my Countrymen (many of whom

‘could have made a much better Appear-

ance, in this Refped, than J am capa-

ble of domg) would have refented this
unjuft Treatment of your'’s, in repre-
fenting all the Northeriz Colonies, as no=
thing but zhe Agents of Fi Franies -and o-
ther foreign Natious 5 but- finding- théy
have hitherto declined it; and being ap~
ptehenfive many worthy Perfons; - thra’

Your partial Regrefentatmﬂ of this Afe
fair, may be led into Brrors; and-entert

tain wrong Sentiments of the Peoplc in
“ thofe Colonies (Wﬂofe Affe eCtions to-his
prcﬁint Majefty, and - the Intefeﬁ of
Grear-Britai, 1 am very certain, aré

equal__

171

equal to any other of his Subjects) I pre-
{ume to make 3 few thait Oblervations
on your Proceedings; and fhall ended-
vour to peint-out, to every unprejudiced

Perfon, the Arts you have made Ufe of,

and the Subterfuges you are obliged to
have Recourfe to, in ‘order to fupport
your exhorbitant Scheme - (which,- by

the Way, I am informed by fome of

your. Countlymen ‘you now repent, and
would be glad to get rid of) and, then
fhew you, thatyouw are quite miftaken,
telpecting - the Confequences of the
Trade carried on by the Northern Colo=
nies with the French and Dutch Weft-
India Settlements 5 and, that inftead of
its being prejudicial to the Intereft of
Great-Britain, the z‘akmg off the Du-

- ties already laid thereon, would tend:
vaftly ‘to ber Advantage; by promotmg~

the- Exports of her Manufa&ures to the

Northern Co/omes which;  in Confew '

quence of a Probzézz‘zon ‘muft very fen—

- fibly decreafe and m T.lmc come t@‘
- mothmg SRR :

g
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Fz;ﬁ then, Gem‘lemen, refpe&mg your‘\'
'Apphcatlon to the Lords (f Trade on -

this Affair : What were your Proceed-
ings - before them ? Why, having got
hold of feveral Letters from a few Mer-

chants in fomc of the Norz‘bern Colonzes, '

. relatmg to a Weflel or two ‘that

went to Holland, whofe whole Cargoes -
did not amount to a thoufand Pounds -

- each, and two or. three others that went
as Flags of T1 uce to the ‘French. Tﬂands

under Cover of which, they purchafed =

a Cargo of Molofies, for the Confidera-
tion .of a few Quintals, and Barrels of
Fith: You proceeded to -blacken the

whole Continent, without Exceptxom, -

as a Pack’ o"f'SmugglerS, that want no-
thing but a- little Encouragement to the
difcarding their Mother Country; &e¢.

And becau{e you could prove that there
were a few Perfons in thofe Colonies
who d1d not pay the Duty of fuch Mo-= .

lofles, therefore you infifted, that that

"Tradc was hlghly prqudmxal to Great-

Brzz.‘amg

AT AR AT I

o ey T e S R e e

[ 9*“‘] |

Britain, and ought to be Probibited.
Yet, when their Lord/bips examined the
Evidences you brought refpe&mg the
Quantity of Molofles madein the Bri-
b We /t’—I/zdm Iflands, itappeared, that

~ all of them together, did not export =

twelve thoufand Hogfheads, and thatyou
never had any left upon yom Hands |

Secmd/:y, How much Art and Pams‘
did you make Ufe of, to prove thatnow

~and then a Veflel from the Northern Co-
lonies traded with you, thc Mafkers of ‘

which would not take Rum, Sugar, or
Moloffes, for their C'ar‘goes',' but infifted

on your paying them in Cath, with
which they would buy thofe Commo—
dities elfewhere? Could not you have

been frank and open, and told thelr ,
-Lom’j/)zps that the true Reafons of it

were, becaufe thofe Perfons could go to
your neXt Neighbour and buy the fame ,

Articles ten or fifteen per Cent. cheaper;

or, perhaps, to the next Ifland, and

_get them a z‘bﬂrd Part cheaper, and not

B b»caufe'
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becaufe they did not want thofe Arti-

cles. You know, Gentlemen, that with-
‘in thefe fifteen Years, you have given

‘above double the Pmce for Lumber that

you zow do, and at the fame Time fold

your Rum and Molofles for lefs than

half what you now get forit; and thatat
this prefent Day, you do not give the
Northern Colony People the Jirft Coft for
what you buy of them : But I know
the relatlng of thefe Things will not be

agreeable to you, therefore I proceed to

another little Art you-made Ufe of, to
“blacken the Northern Colmies in the
Eyes of their Lam’/bzps, and that was,
that the People in thofe Colonies fent
their Veflels to thofe foreign Iflands, un-

der a Pretence of getting Molofles, and
there purchafed Egf-India Goods, &c.
But this, Gentlemen, is another of your
Fallacies, which will ferve well enough

. toblind the Eyes of Perfons that are not

acquainted with the Truth of thefe
“Things ; you yourfelves know too well

the thure of the T1ade camed on from' |

the

| [11]

the Northern Coloniesto St. Euftatia (the

. Place you named) to believe that this 7s°

currently the Cafe ; for you muft dce
knowledge, that there is not One Veflel
in Ten that. goes from the Northern Cola-'
nies to your Iflands, whofe Cargoes, neat,

are fufficient to purchafe even a Load'

of Moloffes; of the Value of four or fve

bundred Pounds ; and not ome out of
tfwenty that ever purchafes a Penny-wort/a
of dry Goods ; but if, by Accident 2 Maf-

ter of a Veflel has forty or jifty Pounds

more than he can lay out.in Molofles,

and fhould purchace a few Pieces of‘, |
Duck, or Quoils of Rigging, which is

the moft they do in this Way ; What
mighty Smuggling is that? Yet where

one Perfon lays out fuch a Sum in dry

Goods, there are ten who carry "Home
- the Produce of then‘ Cargoes in lever o

or Gold. —-And that they fometimes are
forced to carry Home Silver and Gold,
becaufe they cannot get Rum, Sugar, and
Molsffes, one of your own Evidences

let drop before their Lord/bips ; at which,

B 2 and
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-, and many other. Things that came eu_t
“there by Accident;-I could perceive an
Anzxiety aufe in fome of your Coun-

tenances; and obferved, that when a

Wltnefs did not fully anfwer your Pur~-
| pofe, he was pulled by the Coat and

defired to-defift : Thefe Thmgs are Faé’c

Gentlemen, and you know it.

Much'of the fame Natme wﬁh ” the}’

o above~ment10ned Trade,  is that, you
“would mlfreprefent the Northern Colo-
~wjes, as carrying on to Marfeilles,-and

5_2" oulon, fave, that bi verxly believe, not

zen Sail of Veflels from the Northern
 Colonies, have been - at either of thofe

" Places for thefe fen Yvars paft; and
~when, by Accxdent at any - Tlme a

- Veflel was fent Wlth fuch a Cargo as
~you mentlon, of oil, Pitch, Tar, Furrs,

Timber; Logwood Spars, Oaks, &, yet

thewhole Quantities together, {carce ever

produced 500 /. out of which the Veflels

- Charges were to be paid, and a Load of |

Salt to be. purchafed in the ﬁrﬂ: Place,

and,,"

| élac/mz the Norz‘bem Cglomes in the Eyes o

[ 137

and then let the World judge What a
mighty Quantity of thofe. Articles y

pretend they carried back for Return,~
(as Velvets, Silks, Gold, and Silver-Lace
&e. Ge,) the Remainder of her Cargo

. would purchafe ; thefe Things I know,

Gentlemen, to be Fa&, ‘and if the Per-
fons you produced as EV1dences on thefe
Points, would acknowledge the whole
Truths Tam apprehenﬁve it would a-
mount to no more than thlS tbat the
Mafters of fome fuch Veffels, may have

fometlmes with their own. pnvatc Ad-
venture. of the Value of Jorty or jifty
Pounds, purehafed a Piece of Velvet,

~with a Pattern of Silk for a Gown, and
feveral of thefe fmall Articles you have
~enumerated, for fome Friend or other ;
- thisTam fatxsﬁed Is pretty pear, the Ex- -
~ tent of the ‘mighty Smuggling-Trade
~ carried on from the Northern, Colonies to
Marfeilles and Toulon 5 therefore, Gentxe~
men, be frank and acknowledge ‘that

you have raifed up thefe Stories, only to

of
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of their Mother Country, that‘you may
with the more Eafe obtain your unrea-"

fonable Defires, in having the Northern
Colonies Wholly excluded from any Bene-
fit, by carrying on a Trade with the

French and Dutch in the Weft-Indies, in
order that: yowjél‘ves may enjoy the Whole
~ofit by Smugglmg, for that you at pre-

fent have a good Share thereof, is evi-

dent by your-own Confeffions, that great

| %zmzz‘zz‘zes of -Foreign Sugam are cleared
out from. the Enghfh Hlands as Brltlfh_ o
- Manufaéture, and that no fuch Sugars
are ever ﬂupped in the Northern Colony
- Veffels, is aFa& you cannot deny; there-

fore I apprehend from your Behavrour
you now begin to find, that you have

- puthed this Matter without a thorough o

Conﬁderatron of its Confequences and

~have no other Way of getting off of it,
but by throwrng the Dirt you have crea— ‘
-ted upon the Norz‘bem Colomes, as your

late Piece,which you induftrioufly fpread
with fo much Cautxon on the 21ft In-

- ftant, ‘when' you expected your Petition -
S befoze‘

[25]
‘before the Honourable Hozyé of Commons"
Would have been heard [intitiled, 4 /},;o;»ft

View of the. Smugglmg—‘f rade carried on
by the Northern Colomes &)’c fuﬁicrently :
tefhﬁes o L e s

Again what a pompous Tltle havef.

~you affixed ‘to- your Petition- before the

Honourable Houfe of Commons,  viz. Tbe‘

 Petition of the Merchants in London, i
~ general, and qf the Britith Sugar Planters :

Merchants, and oz‘bers ‘whofe Names are

bereunto ﬁzz%rzé%’ in Beba/f of z‘/aem/éhfes, |

~ and all others trading to and zlzz‘ergﬁed .

bis Majeﬂ:y s Sugar Colomes

Pray Gentlemen let me aﬂ; you how
many Merchants are there. in London 2
Every one that reads your Petition, rnuﬂ:

- underﬁand by the Word general, that

the gredtef’c Number of them' (feparat-

N ed from all that Trade to, or have"

any Intereft in his Majefty’s Sugar

N Colomes) had figned that Petrtlon
- but, if T am not mlﬁnformed there is

fcarce




' being an Affair of fo much Confequence,

refpe&mg the Zm‘ereﬁ of Great-Britain,

“and is now cotning en before the Par-
Liament, where it will be .impartially -
and  maturely  confidered, I {hall have
oy no

[ 16 ]

fearce one: fingle Perfon’ figned it, but
vizhat has fome Intereﬁ or othe1 conneé’c-
ed with thofe Iflands ; and; ‘to my ecer= -
tain Knowledge,. fome of the moft con- -
fiderable #eft- India Merchants,- who
have large Plantations in feveral of thofe

Tfands, and whofe Intereﬁs are greatly

connected with the ‘Trade thereof, not .
only reftufed to-fign your- Petition, but

have: ufed thelr Endcavours to. prevent

fuch an unreafonable Requei’c being pre~

ferred to -the Honouméle Haufe of Com~

mons, well knowmg it fobe: highly a-

gam{’c the Intereft of Grezzt—Brzmm, and

“ that in the End it would not be of any

Service to his Majeﬁy s Sugar Iflands:

And. this leads me to point out the real , -
Confequences of the Trade carried on
from the Nowthern Colonies; to the FErench

and DutchWeft-India Settlements, which

| l‘iﬂJ Szzgczr ]ﬂma’s

[ ]

no Occafion, at prefent, of bung fo ve-

ry partxcular in’ order to convince you
of yom le’cake and to makc it appear,
to every true Lover of his’ Counuy, in
that Light he would wifh to find it. 'In«
the Profecution of this, T apprehend |
‘there are. feveral Thmgs to be enquired

mto. IS

| Fz}ﬁ What Sort of Mzi‘nlifa:f’cﬁrés;
and what Valueare exported from Greaz-
Brzmm to the Brzrg/b Sugar I/lzmds, in

Pr oportion to what fhe Expm ts to the
Noﬂ/aeriz Colonses 2 g

Sec'andly," What Rez‘u?n& 'do.eéiéfezzf‘-“ |

Brztcmz receive in Lleu of What the Ex-

~ ports to the Brztzﬂ: Sugar I/lcmds and

what becomes of thofe Returns? .

: szrdly, What Saﬁ‘ of I/\./I’siriiix"aé’cui'és,r
and what /% alue does Great- Brzz‘gm ex-
port to-the Norz‘bem C’olomas in Propor-
tion to “what {he Exports to the Brzw

<0
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Paw /’le, VVhat Returm does Great-
.Brzmm receWe in Lleu thereof and |

what becomes of them P  ', o

F fz‘bly, How does the Trade camed

~ on from the Northern Colonies to the

French and Dutch Weft-India Settlements“
*affeé’c Grmz‘-Bmtam 2 o

zxz‘/a{y, What End lel a Probzbzz‘zon :
of this Trade carrxed on from- the ‘Nor=
fhern. Colonies to the Frencb and Dutcb

Settlements {erve, and how W111 it affe

) GI’E(lberlfﬂZiZ .

e‘ve;zz‘b{y, What End Wlll the z‘a}ézﬂg
off the Duz‘zes aheady 1aid on ‘this Trade -

carried on from the Norz‘hern Colonzes ‘
Aerve, and how would 1t affe& Great-'

.B:rzmm ? -

erjZ{;, \Wovld the pxeventmg ‘the |

 Northern Colonies: from careying on this |

: ’T‘mde to the F relzcb and’ Dutch PVe/z’-Iﬂ-
dia

[ 19]
dia ,S'ez‘z‘leme;zts, be of any real Dxfadva.n..
tage to fheir Sugar Trade, and could the
Frezzcb fupply themfclves Wxth F 1,fh and,
Lumber WlthOut the Aﬁ‘ f’tance of the-

: Norfbem C‘olomes ?

If .upon anfwermg all thefe Qgefhons
1t be made to appear, (as I doubt ngt bu::
it lel) that the Trade camcd on from
the Noz"tbern Colonies to the Frencb and
D;zm’a /4 /z‘-Izzdzcz Settlements, is. a. benqﬁ— |

¢ia] One to Greaz‘~Brztazn, and that the

Duties fhe has lain. upon that Trade, are

2.Clog. and Hmderance to.it; I doubt

not but _every real Friend fhe has, Wlu
wxfh to: fee them takcn off |

f[n anfwer then to the ﬁrﬁ Ezzgazry

.fay, ‘That, at leaft two Thirds of the Ma-
nufa@ures exported from Great-Brzz‘am
to the Britifh Sugar ._Z/lands are what the-
- Imporz‘: from F oreigners ; and’ that the
- Whole put together does not amount to o
‘one Hlf the Value fhe exports to the |
.Nortbem Colomes. L

¢z 1o




| g rro the Second Ianfwer That theyale;

chxeﬂy Sugars, and the Pnce of them {o:
hxgh that none of them can be exported
hut are all confumed by heifelf

T o the T, bzrd “That three guarter

Parfs of the Manufa&mes Great—Brz—

tain exports to the Nort/oem Colonies, are
of ber own Make, and that the expmts
to thofe Colonles above double the Value

that fhe does t@ the Brzz‘zjb Sugar Z/lcmds

Foz.ertlaly 1 anfwe1 Ca{h and Bllls of

| fEXChanoe, for alrnoft all the Fith export-

ed to Spain and Portugal’; together with
Naval Stores, Logwood Furs, &c. great
| Part of which Grem‘~B; zz‘am exports a-
gam to her Advantage .f, -~ ;

F ﬂb{y" Inafmuch as 1t ferv’es o en-
o ourage the Northern Colomes in catohlng

= of Fith, makmg Oil,and cutting of Lun-
“ber, &, this fupplies thén in’ a ‘great .

, “\/’ienfvre wnh Re;ums to Grem‘ Brzz‘c;m
‘ or

[ 21 ] |
“fot her Manufa&ures forWant of wh,xch '
thofe Colonies could not'take off near
the (L_antxty they now do, as’ they have
no other Way of paying for' themy ' con=
- fequently, if a Stop fhould be put to that
~ Trade of - ‘theirs with' the French and
Duz‘cb W ﬁ—I;'za’za Sez‘tleme?zfs they would
b neceﬁitated to fet up the Mamgfaé?ory
of Great Brzz‘am among’ themfelves to |
her very great Detmnent AL

Szxz‘b{y, Only to-encout age ‘the Brztzﬂx
Sztgczr Wlands, in Dlﬁxllmg up all the

| coarfe Sugars they now fend to Great- Bri-

‘tain into’ Rum which they will dxfpofe
of to the ‘Northern Colopies ofh their own
Terms, by which- Means not above 1o
- Thirds the Rum and Sugar will come to
Greczz‘-Brzz‘am that now does, ¢ confe-
quently the Pnce of ‘what does come,

“will be proportlonably inhaunced, and
‘feérve no other ‘Purpofe but to enable thefe
Wy ﬁ-Indzcz Gentlemen, 1nf’cead of mak-~
Cing their’ Fortunes in five or f ix Years,

'Wthh they now do, to make them in

 fwe
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2o or three ;. for it is. aﬁ'artcd by very.

| _.gpod Judges, that the Rum and Mala Jes,
they-fell, payst the Charges of thc Pla;z- |

mz‘zam and that thc Sugar is a[l Prgf ‘.

t

Se'vem‘bly, Thls Would glve thc Nar-

. tbem Colonies, further Encoulagemﬁnt ta
. -out—rwal the Frmcb in the Fifb Trade;
- (efpccxally in:the W ﬁ Indzes ) and enablf,

them to make larger Rem1ttances for the

-~ ManufaGtures of Greczt Brzz‘am, and
the1eby mcrcafp hcr T,rade. 1

X

Lajily, As rthxs %ﬁgqn fcems to h¢

the ~darling. Hinge, of the I/Ve/i’—bzdzqz'

Gentlemeu, 1 fhall be a httle -INOTE Pa;\
| tlcular in anfwermg it.,’ 3%

It 1s a certam Fa& that ,'che French m

the Weft Indzes, fell thelr Sugars fmm:
farty to fifty per. Cent. cbmj)er than the

Englifh do; thercfore, if they 1 had .no

Vent for. thelr Molaj?:s Dbut were:- Oblx—
ged to. throw itaway, as thefe Gentlemen |
| ;pretend they Would, altho to my. ¢ cer-

tain

[23)

tam Knowledge a great Number of
French Veflels g0 yearly to C’czrzadcz,‘f
wholly loaded with Rum, which i 1s made
out of it, (for the Northern Colomes fel-~
dom ' or eve1 take any of" then' Rum or’
Szzgczr) yet, as it produces ‘them fuch'a

Trifle, they felhng it for one Third the
Pmce that it is fold for in’ the Brzz‘zjlr

,_Iﬂandj, the Addlnon of two' or three per.
Cent. on their Sugars at the Forelgn Mar-

| kets (Whem they are notin any Danger.

of ever bemg rival’d by the Erzg[ ifb, as it
1s not in our Powe1 ever ‘to. 1a1fe ‘the

%ntmes of Sugar the- Frem/:) does)

~ would fully ‘make up “for it beﬁdes,

thére neéds no ﬂronger Arg ‘gument to
prove, that the Freneh do niot look ‘upon
the Trade from the Northern: Colonies as

* 5emﬁcml to them, (notwnhﬁandmcr thefc_
~ Gentlemen affirm, that the F/encb doall

in’ thexr Power to encouarge it,) then;
z‘l/ezr probzbztzng it under the fe‘verg/f Pe-
Aalties, ‘the Wefp-India Gentlemen know
ihat thxs is tra.; and that one Half this
B o T.rade "




to fupply, themfelves with Lumber, 1

Trade with the French is fmuggled, as
el the Franch Jfands s i he Brif
Phands
. With refpect ‘to the French being ablé\

¢hink it is beyond Difpute that they may,

(Fifh no-body can deny but that they.

catch at a cheaper Rate than the Englifh.
do,) and the Quantities of Lumber they

take from the Englifh are trifling, as one

of the Weft-India Gentlemen declared

wpon Examination ‘before the Lords of -

Trade, they having thefame Sort of Trees
erow both in Canada and Meffafippa,that
do in the Northern Colonies, and the only

Reafon they do not cut them s on Ac-

count of the Navigation’s being fome-
thing more difficult, which would per-
haps make theLumber turn out ata high-

e Price than they give the Brgljs baty |

fuppofe the French Planters were obliged

to give. double the Price for .t to what

they do at ptefent to the Englifh, /‘-yeﬁ_t‘ 1t

would be giving of it fo their cwn Pecple,

~ and the Addition of two or three per Gent..
/ - - more

| [ 25]
~ fmore on their Sugars would make up
| for it Mz’l!ef?'z'mber,\'Sz‘dvés, and Head-
7ng, are the natural Growth of Hifpanio-
Ja, where 'they;‘él;ways‘ufethém ; at Mm-- |

‘Zimco, the moft of the Stawes and Hoops

they ufe there, are brought theth from
> ar oht them f{r
Old-France. e m from

T hope it now appéar‘s" yfrvom what has

~ been faid, that the Trade carried on

| froﬁi ’the Northern Colonies to the French
| and Dutch Weft-Indies, is a very Z‘c’izeﬁ-'
cial one'to Great-Britain, and of no real
Detriment to the Britifh Sugar Ifands,

- inafmuch as they do not Want any En-
| Cpurageme‘nt’ for makii)g Rum, Szzgﬁr'
ot Molgffes 5 for, in my O’pini.o"n‘ tHc,

~ Gentlemen who live in thofe ]/Z,éﬂds

| chceed‘ all other Subje@s of the Brz'é‘i'/g -
_ Qovgmment,’ both for Difpatéh in gef-
 ting Effates, and alfo in fpending them :
" That therefore, if the Facts here ﬁated" |

'ﬂ.lguldv upon Examination 'p’rofve true, a;

D - Iam
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1 am {’atlsﬁed tbey will, the Legzjlm‘zwe |
in then ‘great Wlfdom will I'CJC& the

Petition of thefe W% ﬁ-.bzdzcz ‘Gentlemeén,
and In{’cead of probzéztmg the Trade of
the Nom‘bern Colonzes, take of the Dutzes

‘already laid tbefeozz.v |

“Upon the Whole Gentlemen, and
to conclude, give me Leave on  Bebalf of
the Nort,hem Colonies, and all others
z‘mdmg to, or zm‘ereﬁed therein, tO ‘make

~ this Propofal to you, That you Would

thhdraw this {aid Petmon of yours NOw
before the Honourable Houfe of Commons,
‘and join_ the Agents of the Northern
Calonzes in petltxomng the Pathament

© that they would be pleafed to mize off

the prefent Duty on Foreign Rum, Sugar,

and Moloﬂes, imported into the Nortbem |

Co/omes and: Z)my, that howeve1 - difficult
2 Tafk it may feem, -fuch further Mea-
 fures as- they f.hall thmk expedlent may

be tak.en 10 put a ﬁfml Sz‘op to the Tran '

P
e
.
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ﬁck which z‘/Jeﬁ' dgents of France are

carrying on to the Ports of. Holkmd |

Marfeilles and Toulon; and among the

many thoufand New-England Men that |

Wlll Jom you, fhall be
Your inoft _b’,z‘gmé‘lev Servant,

- M.B
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