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PREFACE

“Urmg the Pcay of two years, I_; RN
§ J made in France, the fight of
: ‘its towns was not the- onlyf:,
| objeét of my cuuoﬁty the Gemus of
the Nation, and its principles of go-
vernment with regard to Commerce,
- and to the other fprings of the Power -
of States, were fometimes the fubject
of my Confideration.  On my return .
" to England the fame .objects attlac‘?ced_

my attention, and have procured in
fome refpects a fatisfactory compari-

fon: I offer thefe remarks to my Coun-

try, if they can be of any ufc to it.
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W PREFACE

I hope that Mr. 'Joﬁah Tucker, a

~ worthy clergyman of Briftol, and at
- the fame time an eminent patriot", will,
without offence, fee fome of his ideas
amongft mine: I borrowed from his
Effay upon Commerce the title which

- I have given to thefe Remarks; I have -
- taken from it almoft word for word
* my feven firft paragraphs by way of

neceffary introduction to my work : in
thort, he it was who infpired me with

‘the refolution of travelling, and of -
making obfervations: and I pay him

‘hommage of the fruits thereof, with
 pleafurc and gratitude.

o Lmdnigs

 Advertifement.

—\HE fOlIowing:Wérk Iatevly“ pub:
. lithed in - the ‘original French,
had, in that country, the great-

o ‘;éf%’;__;fuékcefs that  could “be. - In-lefs than a

fortnight the firft edition was run off.

There has been fince a fecond, the few

additions in which are comprehended in

this tranflation. The englifh turns of ftyle .
_in the original, and the bumor which runs i
~ through it, ‘made it, at the firft, on the
faith; of the title-page, be taken for a tran=

flation. It is, however, ‘now certainly

~ known to be-the prodution of a young .

gentleman, who has an employ at the
court of Verfailles, who travelled about

two years ago, into the different provinces |
‘of England, and even into Scotland; in

the ‘courfe of which, he made it his-bufi-

" nefs to pry narrowly into the ftate of our
 commerce, efpecially into our public funds,
3nd other objets of Policy, and Govern-

menk; -
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ment. On his return to France, he pub-
lithed the refult of .his obfervations, under, -

the fictitious name of Sir Joun Nrickorrs,

TtWi_H ot be hafd for the engiiﬂu reader
to give a candid allowance for the work
being written by a foreigner, nor will he

~lump conclufions againft the whole, for a

few errors, and imperfections  of fome

- parts, inevitable to him on fuch a fubje@..

For the refty in- this- fummary' view, he
has prefented of the comparative Advans

. tages, *énd»f,vi_fad_imntag:gs' of the Britith,
-+ and French N ation, -and of the important |
! Ppoints on which- they turn, the fpirit in

which he writes, Phainly enough " points

~ out his drift of inftruéting his own nation,
by an oblique infinuation of truths, the dis

rect conveyance of which might have made

~ them lefs relithed, and even not quite fafe,
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A Dvanrtacts of France with re-

"\ gard to Commerce;; and to other

* means of increafing the power and wealth
Cof a State, comprized in eight fections,

T | page 1 to 10
L ‘DisapvanTacs of FrancE with refpet

!j to Commerce, and to other means of

~encreafing the power and wealth of a |
State . — _ P11
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ADVANTAG E S
F R A N C E
W1th regard to Commerce 5

And to “other rneans ‘of mcreaﬁng the
Wealth and Power of a State,m
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I The naturéi preéi(zéhons of F rance )

:‘HE prmcxpal onésn‘n Whlch its
~trade confifts,~are wines] Brandys,
filks, flax; hemp, oils, &c. Ifay
nothmg of corn, though it yxelds a great
- deal, becaufe as the F: rench-are gteat bread-

' eaters, their large - confumptxon of grain

. ledves little for*expoi‘tanon. ‘Befides, their.
“climate is fubjeét "t great vanatxons,‘ and"
thexr harvefts often fail, ¥ :

II T he fubordmatlon, docmhty,- and fo- |
. briety of the common people.«

Drupkennefs and debaUchery aré not in
; L _;:i K RN E ".‘.‘,_ Frdnﬂf,




2 - Remarks on the Advantages

France, as with *us, a predommant and

favorite vice, that takes them off their la-

bour: a double advantage this to the

State; theré is a greatet quantity of work

" done, and the manufa&ure is the lefs ex—

penﬁvc.

- - III. The goodnefs, of the roads, thc num-

ber of rivers and navigable canals, thh
- which France is interfected. .

The convenience of communication, the
facthty of ‘carriage for the natural produc-

tions, and marufactures to the fea, are two

- objects of. great importance for a king-

*the Commerce draws from them. o
_the canal of Languedoc, by, means of

dom of fo vaft an extent as that of France.
Its principal rivers the Sein, the Loire,
;the Garonpe,, the’ Rhone, ‘with the- others

that run. into. them, 'are an advantage it

"owes to-Nature. Its induftry has added ta
it navxgable canals. admn‘able for the im-

menfity of the work, .and, for the. proﬁts
Such is

which quuet eftablifhed 2 commodious

communication between Bourdeaux and
‘Marfeilles, that is to fay, between * the

"‘*Ocean and the Med1terranean 3 fuch the

“canals

~ % Here, and throughout, the reader ‘muft carry

" “in his ‘mind, that the author fpeaks in the affumed

chara&er of an Enghfhman. ;
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~ and Difudvantages of France, &c. 3

]
canals' of Orleans and Briare between - the

countries watered by the Seine and Loire ;

not to miention other canals, and projedts

for rendering rivers navigable, the carry-
-~ ing of which into execution .will have re-

{pectively their ufe, arid advantage,

‘The high roads with which this chr-

‘doin is interfected throughout its whole
‘extent, are remarkable for their breadth,
the folidity of their conftrution, and the

| goed order in which they are kept. -
- They are laid down'in a: {’trelght line,
as much as the ground will permit:

their
conftruction and 1 reparation are at the charge

. of the Pprovinces through which they run.
IV The wife inftitution of a Councxl of ‘

Trade, compofed of different members,

‘to whem the adminiftration of Com-
‘merce, internal and extemal,' is en-
trufted. . .

This Councnl it s whmh overfees the |
manufa&ures of the kingdom, and pro-

cures ' to them thofe encouragements, that

-~ liberty, -and thofe immunities, which gave

birth to them, and preferves them. It di-

reéts the mutual commerce between France .

and its colonies to their beft' common ad-
vantage,

B2 - | annual

Well-informed of the ftate of
‘the nauonal trade, by a comparilon of the
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o .4 Remarks on the Advantages m? nure; our plantations of fugar canes in
ol “annual imports, and exports, it obferves ' plains without fhelter are liable to be burnt
. ‘ : o _;the branches Of kit which want prote‘_&:ion. up 1in drY fumme,rs. The French lﬂands, _‘
it From this knowledge it is that they go- efpecially Martinico, have the advantage
P wern opportunely their follicitations. to fo- ' of a richer and deeper foil, interfperfed
14 .reign Powers for new Advantagess that — ©  witl hills, and rivulets, which give a freth-
“u they defend thofe which they poffefs, or nefs and a fhelter favorable to reculters

[l profit of thofe which prefent themfelves, . befides France not confuming in fugars the

I8 - Tt-is-on the reprefentations from this Board | tenth part of what England does, fends tor

41 that thofe Treaties of Commerce are pro- the foreign market @ fuperfluity which' is:
i jected which commonly accompany Trea- - confiderable. ARIRETAE
1 Tties of Peace; for Commerce is the moft ~Indigo is not with lefs fuccefs cultivated
ol  effeGtual remedy for War, as itis often the in them. The cuftom on the import of it
i © occafion of it. . In fhort, this Council is ~ had formerly difcouraged the cultivation of
t a center of union for Trade, the Marine, it in our iflands, neither has it been re-
and the Revenue, to furnifh one another - ftored, though the cuftom was not only
e reciprocal and neceffary occafional affift- abolifhed, but even a bounty granted of
L amees fix-pence a pound on the indigo of our”

colonies imported into England. The

V. The great produce of the French Colo- ié French indigo has always kept up its ad-

 nies addicted to the gultwatlon of Sugars. vantage, at market, ruinoufly forours. =

The iflands of Domingo, and Martinico, ~ §  As France poffeffes the moft celebrated'

have a great fuperiority over our wind- |  manufattures of articles for luxury and
g ward iflands. - Witnefs the price of the - 1 fathicn, her colonies are lefs tempted than-
©w -Englifh fugars, higher than thofe of France ours, to fupply themfelves with foreign-
e 20, 30, and fometimes from 40 to 70 per " merchandize. Thofe colonies too have not
b Cent. quality for quality. ~~~ ~~j  formed up any manufactures which might
L " The difference of the foil, and of the be prejudicial to France. They draw from®
expence of cultivation, is doubtlefs the France, or the other colonies of it in
S reafon of it . our mould comparatively ] * Northern America, the fupplies of _necef~
poor, fhallow, and worn out, craves ma- ;. B3 faries
L - b o onure; ?g \
= B } N o .




faries for living, nor buy any of us, or of

the Dytch, unlefs in cafes of neceffity.

VI, France, by means of her foreign
trade, and the induftry of her inhabitants,
bas arrived at appropriating to her own
ufe, the natural produdions 6f other coun-"

. tries, That country does not of itfelf yield

the fourth part of the wool, and raw filk,

- which it employs in its manufaGures. It
- draws wool from Spain, Barbary, &c. and

fome from Switzerland. - Notwithftanding
too the fevere prohibitigns and penalties

- enacted againft the exportation of wool,

it gets fome quantity from England, and
a very great one from Ireland, though this:
clandeftine outlet has fomewhat diminifhed,
by permitting its importation- into fome

ports in England : but a thorough remedy .
againft it will never take place, unlefs by

opening freely all the ports of England to_

.thi's,._,iﬁx)po_rga:ign,_fl-_' o

ViI F;ance, bounded on the Eaf’c by

Germany, Switzerland and Savoy, has made
its advantage of the neighbourhood of thofe

- countries, abounding as they do with men ;

fhe has invited thofe foreigners without
o TR , e employ

~ fion, 3d parliament of George II, 1753

<|-«Which has been done by an a& of the 6th, fef- ": |

] .y ) N . K . P o — e e ‘ %;f i s _.,,' SN, ;_,'f.'.;;‘ 2 ,‘";.,.;';i_' _ L AT_,,* ‘ . -é &CTM = 1
Remarks outhe Adwntages [T Y and Difadvantages of France, &c. 7
' employ at home, to come and fettle 1n her

O ot st NI B ety ToMO] SR, G "

armies and manufa&ilfes.[jA : POhCY g Of

which the advantages are We‘,l‘lﬁ)uidg:f‘:&;'; -
for, in fa&, the money fhe pays to fo-
reign troops is, in a good meafure, :eic&k :
pended within the kingdom, but fhe would

be a gainer, even were that money to g0

out of it.  The foldier whom fhe pays,
fpares her the taking off a labourer: and
the labourer produces more to the ftate,
than fhe pays to the foldier, The foreign
artifts, whom the admits into. her manu-
fadtures, comtribytes to keep the work %4
low rate, and eftablifhes an, emylation fa- .-
vorable to their gdvancement, It is i
puted that there are ncar -ten thoufand -
Swifs and Germans employed n ,t'h?; town.
of Lyons|. Thus France, in fomg mea-

fure, replaces thofe inhabitants WhLCh Eng-.
land, and tjhe,Prdteﬁant_“co.un;;;c;‘s_; n thc,u:

“VIIL. But an’ INESTIMABLE ABVAN-
FAGE is that which redounds to France,
~ from that fpecies of madnefs W»l‘th' whxch
other nations have adopted the tafte, and
~ fafhions of the French. ~ By what inchant- =
ment is it, that {o light brained frivolousa
“people, have been able to extend over the

B4
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8  Remarks on the Advantages

|Univerfe, the ruinous and tyrannical em-
|pire of its modes? This nation, covetous
of glory and reputation, has fet up its
pretentions to hold the firft place in power,
~ |in talents, in {ciences, in agreeablenefs ; in
{fhort, in acquifitions of all kinds, and is
arrived at giving herfelf, at leaft the ap-
pearance, of this univerfal fuperiority.
" The Court of France is the moft {plendid

of any in Europe ; her armies are the moft

that fentimént. To fay nothing of the
money they fpend there, and which a-

felves, even we, whom our national pride
L " and

rmumerous: - The higheft luxury, and the
moft opulent exterior, reign in her towns:
The ufeful as well as agreeable arts, the’
iciences, and even Wit, have all their par-
ticular fchools, and academies: The ex-
ceflive tafte of the French for drefs, and
their “paffion efpecially for enjoying life
with oftentation, .improves and fets off’
thefe advantages, and prefents to the cu-
_|rious Foreigners, a fight which feduces,"
whilft it dazzles them." All nations then”
- fowe to France at leaft the tribute of cu-
riofity,. which is not always reftraifed to .

mounts. to very great fums: the greateft
mifchief is, that' each traveller, returning.
to his country, carries away with him fome
french affection, tafte or fathion. "Our--

LN
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~and Difadvantages of France, &e. ¢
and rivalthip have the moft preferved from
the french infe€tion, drefs out in french
cloaths, and french ftuffs, even on public,
or birth days. We prefer the wines of
France, and keep french cooks. -~ -~ |
~ Inorder to propagate this feducement,.
the Court of Verfailles affeéts the magni-
ficence of making prefents to foreign na-
tions of the fineft mafter-pieces of work.
from the principal manufactures of the
kingdom : dangerous prefents, which ought:
to infpire a diftruft of their end;. simeo.
Danaosy & doma ferentes. For by thiss
means it is that the manufatures of France:
have introduced themfelves with fuch fuc-
cefs into other countries, forcing the bar:
riers, which high ¢uftoms, or prohibitions:
oppofe in vain te. them. Thus itis too.
that the excefs of luxury, ruinous elfe-

“where, is become as to France a fort: of:

neceflity, towards preferving to it. that'
fuperiority of which it is in pofleflion, in-. -

point of fafhions, and which allo. fupports®
ts manufactures: g
The fame empire. which France has:
ufurped over the taftes of. other nations,.
‘the Court: ofi France exercifes: with yet a.
greater power. the fubje@s of the Capital,.
and that Capital over the other towns.
This influence is capable of the greateft’
B 5 effelts. -
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tenance any beginning new manufacture,
it is fecure of the confumption of its pro-
| On the other

 hand, towards the effectual prohibition of

Remarks on the Advantages, &C.
Let but the King appear to coun-

duce, and of its fuccefs.

any forelgn ftuff, the King need but pro-
{cribe the ufe of it in his Court, or Pa-

~ laces, this means will be more efficacious

than the moft- pofitive prohibition: but

"fhould he himfelf preferve the ufe of it,

or toleraté it ‘in thofe about him, his for-
bidding it would be of no effect : his

N e e e

example will be more. attended to than

- his_orders,
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DISADVANTAGES

F R A N C E
W1th refpeé’c to Commerce .

And to other Means of encxeaﬁng the |

Power and Wealth of a State.

] DISADVANTAGES 'wztb refpeéi‘ 10 tbe ;

“PropacaTion of the Homan SpEcIEs,
and to the EMPLOYMENT of tlae INDI' =

VIDUALS.

1.

Moderate calculatlon makcs he?
% number of priefts, clergy, and mo-.
~ nattics of both {exes, in France amount to
and thefe five
hundred thoufand deprive the kingdom
- of a moft valuable encreafe.

five hundred thoufand

clergy is a gulph in which the fortieth

part of the nation i continually 2 anmhllated |

without ever bemg repaired.

But amongft other ranks of men Who‘

are not condemned to cehbacy, Dy a ris

gorous vow, there are many reafons, fome
of convcmcnce, “according to condxtxon of» »

hfe ;

The celibate:

e
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i Remérks on, th‘é A&vania”g;s :
life s others from prejudice, which are

contrary to the multrphcatlon of the fpe-
cies. |

has on foot, even in time of Peace, at leaﬁi
one hundred and fifty thoufand men.
The Nobility is numerous and not rich,
and every family faerifices its daughtem,'
or younger brothers, to the vanity of rai-
fing, ‘or perpetuating a fingle branch of
it, that muft engrofs its power, or wealth.

vi¢tims a retreat. - ,
‘But Nobility is- to- be b@ugbt every~
commoner become- rxch ‘has an. ambxtxonx
to be’ made noble; and to liveup te that
character; fo that the effetts of this de-
fru&ive prmcxgle proceﬁd extendmg ad

————

| mﬁmmm. o
The exceflive mequahty of the: dxf’cnbuo -

tion of property in France does not mani:
felt itfelf lefs pernicious to propagation:.
The effect of this is fenfibly felt in Paris,.
and the great towns. Thofe fortunes which.

 |fwell: out of all fize, effectually diminifh

the eafe of thofe whefe fortune 1s fufceptx- |
ble of no augmentation, The condition of;
the Robe,. for example, reduced to a me-
|diocrity almoft {fcandalous, can fcarce afford
fto marry thc one half of its chlldrcn once
| - more:

" Few foldxers care to marry, - and Fra'lce -

Convents, or church-benefices, aﬁ'ord rhofc |

and Dxfadvantages of France, &c. 13

more the clergy, and chie convents are the
reﬁ'ource of the other half. e

The excefs of luxury has leﬁ'ened thc
number of marriages, even amongft thofe

who ‘have eafy fortunes: - many of them

remain fingle, beeaufe it is more genteel 10
keep - fix horfes in their ﬂ:ables, ‘than' tor
furnith children to thexr country, and to.-
live with ceconomy. \

“Again over-delicacy, that eompamon oﬁ
luxury, overturning even the deaseft ideas
of nature, has made a fectled’ point of it,
that it is inconvenient, and even not {o
genteel for a mother to. nurfe her children
herfelf. - Soon the dondition itfelf of mo»
ther ecame to be held vexatious, as- above g

all the education of children too: expenﬁve. o

How: many reafons: deftrudtive: o thc fe-~f
cundity of marriages! -

In France then, two only dnvxﬁons of
rank remains fufceptible of a happy propa-
gation from that mediocrity, and fuppofed
eafe, of their condition, which might be
convenient for that purpefe: ~ Fhat of’ che
1abourers, and’ that of the traders: =~

"As to the labourers, the country furw \
nifhes, in that:clafs, as great living pro-
digies in: mifery. and- indigence,. as the
towns can exhibit in wealth. ~ Upen them
,»n: 15 that the burthen. oi the charges. of
| govern-
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~ government falls. with the heavieft weight,
A labourer, who has barely the neceffaries

~ of life, muft naturally dread a number of

children as a misfortune. The fear then
of an unfupportable mifery hinders. many
from marrying, and even in this clafs,

* marriages are become lefs frequent, and
les productive of children to the State.

Remains then folely the .clafs of me-

. chanics and traderss that can maintain nu-

" merous families : -but many reafons, to be
hereafter deduced, concurr to diminifh the
pumber of fubjeéts even in that clafs. - -
~Thus in France, the ecclefiaftical flate,
military conttitution, the prejudices of the

~ pation with refpect to nebility, the excef-

+ five inequality of ‘the diftribution of pro-
perty, luxurys poverty, all combine to ftop -
the propagation of the human fpecies. - |

' As tothe employment,of the individuals,
 Jet us go over the different profeffions.

~ Of Liasourers. |
If the que{’cidn, ‘was ‘to be put, what
portion of fubje@s the State ought to-af-
ford towards the cultivation of land, the
anfwer would be nearly juft, to fay that
no-excefs need be feared in this profeffion.

"'But it may for a certainty be advanced, that

 there are not labourers enough in a State,
SR o © " when

R

B b ideon i

,
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when it might be rich enough in the natu- -

ral produce of the country, to fell to others
its fuperfluity, and, inftead thereof, is on
the contrary obliged to purchafe a part. of
its neceffaries from others. Now France is
often in this cafe. L e ey
~ Upon a fair furvey of fome of its pro-
vinces, it would be found that not only a
great deal of their land remains in wafte,
which might produce grain, or fodder cat-- :
tle, but that the ground itfelf which is

~eultivated does not yield, by far, in pro-

portion to its goodnefs, becaufe the la-
bourer wants the ftock, or means where-
withall to improve it. . |

“The extream mifery of the labourer in
France is commonly attributed to the ex-

- orbitance of the taxes, which he is foreed

to pay. Heis taxed in proportion to the
land which he cultivates for the landlord, -
in proportion to that of which himfelf may
‘be owner, and in proportion to his in-
duftry, either in improving if, or in trad-
ing in the produce of the earth: and tho”
it is always the land-owner who pays the
“taxes, yet it is. upon the farmer -that the
weight of them falls directly : for he is
fubject to the cofts of feifure and execu-
tion, not only in proportion to his ftock,
and to his induftry, but in proportion
’ - 1o
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‘appear poor.. - .
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to the land, tl’m"ugh “but the farmer, or
Thg portion of the taxes whiéh -hé }pays*:
aecord.;‘pg to hl‘g—_rate.of- induftry, is either:
fo unjuftly eftimated,  fo exorbitant, or
levigd in fo difcouraging a manner, that a:
farmer is afraid of clearing a new field,

“of augmenting the number of ‘his cattle;

tle,

or in- fhort ef difplaying freﬂlvindu{‘cry:, |
~{ure as he is to-fee himfelf loaded with a

‘new arbitrary tax, though he has not fuf-
ficient to. pay the.old one.: Thus a farmer
can have no more emulation for acquiringy.

- than: a flave who only acqui BN
| ) only acquires for his:
mafter ; he has no hopes of encreafing his

property; and his- intereft requires him to.

. Iris a-maxim received' in Ftanee,  that'

the Peafantry muft be kept-low,. and notr
fuffered to be at eafe:  But fuppefing this
maxim- to be as true as it-is¢ deftitute ofi

- humanity;,. ar leaft, nething is more cer-

tain, that it has-been-abufed. So far from:

- Being: at their eafe, the peafants in.France

have not even'a-neceflary fubfiftence. They
are a {pecies: of men, which begins to de-
cline and wear out at the age of forty,  for
want of a-reparation' proportioned to- its

fatigues. FHumanity is hurt by the compa-
rifon: of them with other men, and above

SN
g e -

rior alone points out the impairs of their .
bodies, and the deftruétion of the faculties
of their minds.
This profefflion then being the moft la-
borious, and the moft unhappy, muft of
courfe lofe every day fome of its fubjects. .

S

ftate, and get into it too. 5 <
It is likewife principally at the expence.

Parith is bound to furnifh a certain num-

for the fpace of fix years, and are fuccef-
fively replaced by others; this is what is
called ‘zbe Militia. Tn time of peace, the’

time of war, they are fo many workmen,

 for refuming the plough.

.

‘Thus it

&
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“all with the Englifi peafants. Obferve
but the French labourers, and their exte-

The lugury of the towns robs the country

of ufeful inhabitants, to make footmen of
them, or townfmen in idle profeflions.
Some of, them afpire to the ecclefiaftical =

of this clafs that armies are formed. Every

ber of men, who are lifted only to ferve’

fervice not being effective, does no great”
hurt to the cultivation of the land, butin

of which the country is deprived, and to.
which they are rarely reftored. A foldier’
who has lived a foldier’s life_,‘"f_'qalje»s'L_farf;lyaA -

s itis that this clafs of men, who'

procure to the State the two' moft effential

‘advantages, that of provifions, ' and mate-
A . ~ rials
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rlals fqr Manufa&ures, is continually tend-

_ing to the being dlfpeopled fo that, in.
France, every thing frems difpofed to-
~wards _procuring that there fhould be as-

* few labourers in it as poﬁible.

Of MECHAN!CS and TRADERS.

One may fay of this clafs as of thatkof f

labourers, that there can be no. excels in

- the number of men whxch 1t fhall contam.;'

- One may fay t00, . that in France, many
~ reafons: tend to render it evcry day lefs
" and lefs numerous,

; *
g

Asito MECHANrcs. EEEOEH

All fteps taken to cramp, dxfcrefs, or'

_over-tax induftry, tends directly to. deftroy
~ this clafs, and indire&ly, by diminifhing
~the confumption, from the-augmentation
s of the price of labor and the 1mmut1qn |
S of that labor. = . |
! ~ And what can be more crqmpmg, or
- vexatious, than the length of the moft.
part of the Prentice-fhips, the-number of
Offices, and’ pr1V1leges of Mafters, the
multiplicity of Companies with exclufive

privileges, of which the affertion in fat is-

“almoft impoflible, and muft neceffarily oc-

cafion litigations between them : infomuch.

'that thofe ﬁatu;es% and rcaulatmns, the

pretext

¥
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pretext of wh1ch 1S, the Good of trade, are, "
in reality, through the number of them,

‘and the exclufive fplrlt which has ditated

almoft all of them, an obftacle to the ad-
vancement of induftry, and trade. For
want of means to pay for a mafter’s free-

~dom, for reception, &c. a mechamc is of-

ten debarred from takmg up the trade, to
which he has the moft natural vocation.’

By means top of Companies multiplied

beyond neceflity, the fame work which
pafles through different hands, does not

arrive. at ‘its perfection, till after havmgi' -

payed the charges of each company, which.
encreafe its prlce thhout encreaﬁng 1ts,»’
intrinfic value, -
What again can be a greater burthen on-
the clafs of mechamcs, than the taxes
1mpofed from time to time on the com-
panies, and bodies corpotate, or the crea-
tions of new offices, er privileges, &c!
yet, has this practife been made if not an
objed, at leaft a reflource of the revenue,
not only in difficult circumftances’ of the
State, but thefe taxes are a&ually laid on,
in occafions of Joy, fuch as acceffions of
the Kings of France, marriages of Queens,
births - of Dauphins: reflources always

| paultry in. themfe]ves, but exceflively, and

1rreparably yuinous in their confequencesl.
| n
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In fhort, even the induftry of the me-
* chanics, is almoft inevitably and refpee-

- tively fubjeted to an arbitrary tax, info-
" much that they are made to pay to the

State precifely, as it were a fine for the
having produced in that State, a value

which did not before exift in it: whichis

- obvioufly an expedient imagined for the
~difcouragement of induftry.

T fhall add a remark bere, for want of

- knowing where to place it better. The
number of holidays, or days prefcribed by
the roman religion, greatly reduces the’
- fum of labour. 'Though France has fup--
prefied fome of her holidays, we have at
lealt forty more workdays than fhe has:

~which imports, that every thing elfe being

equal, the french' workman muft work one
ninth of time lefs than ours, which muft
render his work a-ninth dearer, and his
fubfiftence the harder in that clafs. Some
other catholic countries have wifely re-
duced the duty on holidays fingly to

that of hearing Mafs, with permiffion to

“work on them. o
Of'-TRAﬁER_S'; e

: Thxs clafs’ muft neceffarily be affe@ed
~ by the oppreffion of that of the mechanics:
" the fewer there are of thefe, the fewer .

» S there

and Difadvantages of Fr;ance, &c. a2t )

~ there muft be of traders: the dearer too -

the goods are, there will be the fewer

- dealers, both in the inland and foreign

trade; befides the tax upon induftry does
not lie lefs heavy on this clafs than on that
of the mechanics. Several traders, in or-

der to avoid it, draw their capitals out of
trade, and with them purchafe places that

-exempt them from it,

But nothing difpeoples more this clafs, B

. .than that paffion common to all who are
- grown rich, of acquiring nobility : fome
- with a view to thofe immunities and privi-

vileges which the perfons and eftates of the
noblemen enjoy preferable to, and in pre- .

judice of the perfons, and property of the

commonalty ; others again from the vain
ambition of exalting their rank in life.
This vanity, it is faid, is nationally the
french genius, but it thould feem that it is
only in nations governed by themfelves,
that the national charater could make any -

- pernicious progrefs : but in a nation arbi-

trarily governed, a miniflry ever watchful,
and without paffions, has it in his power,
by wife difpofitions, to corret wrong in-
clinations: In France, it is manifeft enough,
that this has been negleGted. In a nation
where every thing operates through the

influence of honor, or vanity, they have

- deprived
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4dépri*Ved of all emulation of -honor, 6r va-

nity, the mioft ufefal profeffions in the
‘whole State. Mechanics, manufaturers,

~ undertakers of ‘manufactures, ﬂmpk;eeEErs‘;v
-advetiturers by fea, all‘thefe claffes indiffe-

rently comprehended under the appellation

of mierchants, are not the one more-diftin-
guifhed, or confidered than another. It -
“was therefore in vain that Lewis XIV. |
granited to the Nobility the permiffion of
- ‘wradifig in a wholefale way without dero-
gating. No body took the benefit of it:

and when ‘he alfo granted ‘to the traders

made . noblemen, the liberty of continuing

their traffic, had he effectually intended

- that they fhould ufe it, he ought to have

made it a condition of his conferring no-

 bility upon them, that they fhould continue
 ‘their commerce, and bring their children
~ UIf fome manufattures, as amongft others

thofe of Vanrobais, and the Gobelins, have
received particular marks of - honor and

protection : on the other hand, that wife

policy has been counter-acted by vexatious

and mortifying difpofitions ; for example,

in that the children of merchants are ex-

pofed to be draughted out on the militia-
‘gu‘ty‘, the fame with thofe of the loweft

Thus it is

rank, and even with footmen, i
PSR ~ that

BN - v S W S

- ¢f the MiLiTARY,

pofiible number of them.
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that meichants defpifed, and debafed, have

- Become:- contemptible even in their own

eyes, and have gone to other countries in
fearch of aconfideration and efteem re-

~ fufed to them'in their own, ‘tuinoufly both

to the.public and private irtereft. A -

‘erchant, an equippet of ‘privateers; who

abandons a manufacture, or his dealings at

Hfea, deprives commerce, not only of the
confiderable capitals he employed in jt,

but alfo of. his credit.’ All the claffes of
people to whom he gave employ muft ne-

cefarily feel the mifs of 'hith, ‘and thefe

loffes are "doubtlefs ill repaired by thofe
who fuceeed him with lefs capitals, credit,
abilities, and experience’: thefe loffes are
too frequent; they keep commerce, “and
the clafs of -artificers," “workmen, and
traders, in a flate of weaknefs and de-

‘cline. ~

Of the Revenur. Of #bé Cirrays of

' "MAGISTRATES, and Lawyvers; and -

~ Upon a mature examination of the

functions of thefe different orders, it can-
not be difowned, that nothing can be more

 reafonably defirable than that what they do
~ 1n a State, fhould be done by the malleft

On
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o " On the contrary, -‘ih,_;France,» -thefe four

~ flates of life have acquired a continual
‘augmentation in humber: the other claffes
‘of the kingdom have no other views of

“ambition thati to get into the Revenue, the

" Clergy, the Law, or the Army.” .

. Thefe are the four Stares of life fo
“'naméd, as if none other could deferve that

 name. To get into one of thofe claffes,
is what is called in France, entering into @

Jtate _of life: the other funtions of fub-
‘,ﬁ;éfs, {hatfis to fay of the moft ufeful ones,

muft content themfelves with the humble

term of prafeffion, or trade.” In France, it
would be an impropriety in fpeech,- to fay

" that workmen, of merchants, have a flate

 The levying of impofts, taxes; &ec. is
a neceffary‘){cl;gargejwhi‘ch adds to’ their
 weight , - the receiver _mil%éht,é in kanothztl'
~ profeffion, produce to the State a real
' 'ggog it"is -then to be_ wifhed - that the
feweft fubjects poffible fhould be employed

in thofe colle&®ions.
" In France the nature of the taxes, their
- number, the inland cuftoms fo much mul-
- tiplied, have in the fame proportion mul-
tiplied the collectors of dutys.

This 1

T R g - - TiFTT

- and paffion
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- This clafs, is that into which the other
ones feek admiffion with all the eagernefs,
imaginable, and that for two.

reafons. : ~

or at leaft the neceffary infirument. of at-

taining honors, and employments .in-the

three ‘others. -The fecond," becaufe the

clafs of the Revenue, has itfelf been made
{ufceptible of honors : money has made

‘noblemen of almoft all the chief officers

of the revenue, and even many of the
 fubaltern ones. ~ All the clerks, and thofe

In the very loweft employs in it, wear a
~ fword, which naturally belongs only to
 the military, and diftinGionally to the no-

biliey. T

- The Revenue has acquired to itfelf a
fort of illuftration by its alliances, We have
feen the higheft noblemen lay down their

pride at the feet of wealth, and court, in.

an alliance with the farmers of the re-
venue, an opulence, which often after the
ceremony, they repay with a moft inhuman

contempt. . el
Men of the Robe have often imagined
- to find in the revenue, means of repairing
their indigence : but inftead of a folid

permanent fortune, they have oftei” got
i N . N R C g B

| noth~ing' v

The firft, becaufe great fortunes are
~made in it, and that money is the price,

-

E
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riothing but the example, and the princi-

ples of a ruinous luxury 5 and if their in-

tegrity may have preferved -itfelf exempt

from reproach : at leaft their aufterity, and

motals, have fuffered fome corruption.

Of MHCLERGY g

There are inconteftably, in France, many
more minifters of religion, than is requi-.

~ fite to teach, or preferve its depofite with
“them: “the neceffary number for thefe
two fun&ions being once compleat, all’
beyond that, have nothing to do but to
pofiefs “ecelefiaftical benefices. Itis faid,
that they are ' the recompence of younger
brothers in families which have been ruin-
ed in the military fervice of the ftate:
- what a principle, and what a reflource muft

that be for-a Government, to annihilate
one part of its fubjects, by way of recom-
pence to another part of them! =~
1 have often heard it repeated in France,

& The convents of both fexes are a great

.« convenience : ‘what could be done with
- % our daughters, if there were not con-

<« yents ? ¥ This way of thinking in a ci~

vilifed nation, ever appeargd to me ex-
treamly ftrange : certain barbarous people
in Afia could imagine no better reflource

© againft indigence, than that of drowning a.

part
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part of thofe children; which the fertilir

~ An expedient has been imagined of

‘afligning to the military, penfions upon

fome of the ecclefiaftical benefices. Ano.

ther employ of ‘the fuperfluity of
church-pofieflions pt‘e‘f'ents itfelf znore? ,. rtxl:j
~ tu;‘ally, ‘, and that would be to take out of
them wherewith to portion young mar-
f;agea‘ble“‘mezl, and girls, in the cguen"try
in order to provide the remedy of the
evil, out of the very caufe itfelf of ir.
Of MAGISTRATES and LawyEers,

. Theé Laws, and the‘a‘dmini{i’c'r‘ on
Juftice, being rather. the 'reﬂmed'y'ofaz:g) 2v3f
than a pofitive good in a State + Om‘fﬂwmé
prefer the plaineft fimple methods in it,

- and thofe which would‘employ the {inall
number of fubjedts, T Yo e imalleft
In France, the Magiﬁratc_s*,' the Judges |

in the Courts of Juftice, fuperior and in-
terior, Royal-and Leet, form an immenfe
b'ody, ‘which has a number, at leaft a4
great, under it of inftruments, and officers
of juftice, fuch as follicitors, proctors,

- attorneys, notarys, bayliffs, &c: a multi-

tude that is become at length itfelf one of

the greateft nuifances of the adminiftration

ef Juftice, | Ty
v | Ca2 ~This
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~This mferror clafs takes off a number

- of fubje@s from the moft ufeful profef-

- fions, and multiplies daily, on account of

the fortune which are made init,
The fuperior clafs of the Magrf’crates,

~on the other hand, becomes, and. remains

poor, becaufe their fortune in it, is not
fufceptible of augmentation, ahd yet what

refpect ftill, continues to fubfift for that
rank, draws fubje@s into it; fome noble--

men ftill vouchfafe to hold employs in it,

"and fome commoners feek earneftly to get
into it, for the fake of the prrvﬂeges, and

ennoblement annexed to it;’

. So that the Body of the Law, and of
thofe who belong, to i, is as numerous as"

_poﬂ'lbly 1t can be. - Ll
Of the MILITARY.

R N

A Body which can never be formed but:‘
‘at the expence of the moft ufeful profef-

fions to Society; a Body which devours

- its members, fince it only procures them a
- {ubfiftence for hfe, and is in its nature an
" enemy to marriage, ought to be as little
nUMerous as pomblc. ln France. howcver,k
it is that which is the mof’t exceﬁive m‘

o proportxon.
The ambition of France to hold the,

ﬁrﬁ rank among{’c thc Powers of thc Earth

.2.

R Iy

hty in general
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is doubtlefs the prmmple of the enormous

encreafe of her armies. The charaer of
the Nation, her prejudices have  notably

- feconded the policy of the Government.

The military State is the only one which

~ befits the nobility : but the nobility is fo

numerous, -and poor, and the military

~.employs not -being fufficient for - the fub-

fiftence of all ; honors were granted them
by way of fupplement. The military is
then folely in pofleflion  of the higheft ho- - §

nors, and attributes ‘to - itfelf excluﬁvely

‘ the title of nobility properly fo called.

What I fay here, relates principally tost»he‘
troops in the land-fervice. The fea-fervice
has been far from having the fame favor,

~and attention fhown to it by the Govern-
- ment. The great expences which the main- -

tenance of the firft ‘exaéts, are without

~ doubt - the caufe of the mediocrity of en-
- couragement given to the latter. 1n fhort,
in France, the land-fervice  is in all re-
{pes the prefercntral one 3 as in England -
~ the marine. '

- But in I*rance all the World deﬁrcs to

| be, and can be noble, and every nobleman

can be nothing but military. ‘This clafs
“muft be then the moft' numerous of all.
- 1 fhall add fome remarks upon the nobr-‘

Cs Cof
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Of NQBILITY m geneml

: ‘?’v

The Nobxhty, in France, carries thh it
an exemption from a great part of the .
| thence,x
~ that defire fo little of the noble. in it, and

taxes, and offices of the State:

yet lefs worthy of a patriot, which every

one has to acquire nobility, in order to be. -

difpenfed from contributing to the fervice

of the Public. At the fame time, through -

an antient, eftablilhed, and encouraged .-

. prejudlce, a nobleman -cannot, - without
~difhonor, enter  into" trade.
~even, confiftently - with - his honor, " live

upon his eftate, and perfonally improve i¢

- by keeping it in his own hands. It is re-
quifite for a nobleman to hold his fortune,
and eftimation from the military" fervice,
that is to fay, that he fhould {fubfift at the
- expence of “his' Country. And: yet, the
~ means of acquiring this nobility have been
It is to be acquired by ferv-
" ing-a certain time ‘in the Army. - Some
employs in the Law confer it tco. “An

infinite number of other Offices :feem to
have been created for no other purpofe

than to fell it.  For-a hundred thoufand
- lures lent to the Government at four per
cent. one may have the place of Secretary
~to the ng, wluch confers nobility, with -

all

He cannot

e P
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all its circumftances on h1m, or on the |
defcendants of him who dies in that poﬁ
or poffefles it twenty years, after which it

s fold ‘and makes another new nobleman.
‘A Grand- father who has many children, -

- by this means, makes at one ftroke, a
- multitude of heads of noble families : that

is to fay, he purchafes for them the ho--
nor, and neceflity of fubfifting at the ex="
pence of their Country,  Doubtlefs, they.
might have tacked to thefe pofts the con~'
dition of exercxﬁng fome profeﬂion, ufeful
and profitable to the Public, or have

~ clapped fome reftrictions on the rights,

and enjoyment of this nobility ;- but then

thefe pofts . would not have found a fale .

qulck encugh, and the creation of the -
reater number of them was. a reflource

~ for the Revenue.  But what a ruinous bar-

gain are they for the Stat‘,;; 1 |
~ multiplied  its - expences, diminifhed its
. revenues, and the number of its ufeful
 fubjects, when they multlphed the means_’f

‘they have - |

of acquxrmg Nobxlxty

CONCLUSION Jrom tbe Premzﬂl’k

To recapitulate in- brief. In France,f
the greateft number of thofe profeffions -

.~ . which employ the individuals, contain

: Pl‘lnmples oppofed to. the. propagatmn of

C 4 v them,
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ftru@tion, T ‘ ‘I:"ran‘cc erl:l}p_l(l)]ys_ lrl:'1 . t}}ll% difli’ergnt PfC;feff:
S p o figns, with that which England employs -
thafelzog)dg’t?; ?.a%;';ffu“otfhe;Statei o _ir? the fame. There would%. doubtl‘eils), geﬁ :
State a Vaﬁ:; Wl?icehwbel p Plgduce inthe  §  found a difproportion between them, that -
in it, are the ‘moft l'oadé(c)im 1((11 dDOtVemﬁv: ~would explain how ,Gregt.Brxtalp,llefs by
| and the ﬁmﬂgei’c»tendencrg 2 q ,_epreﬂ‘edj, . one half in extent of territory, and number
} tion of the ﬁijeas e to‘Z 0(;' ;tﬁ}rmlna‘é : Of ‘men, pOﬁCfTCS'f a Marlne? ; a‘: trad‘e., ar{d
il fefions which  produce le: ards. tho: ¢ pro- revenues fo fuperior to thofe of France, in
P11 |and are the | flt)l';) fUCC leaft to thc~S§ate, proportion to thofe two points. =~ .

I thort theeahavg Cept‘xl-b.le;'of population, The affluence of the Englifh labourers,
of renderin Y ave ﬁm ,“Plfedf’the means ~ the encouraged cultivation of land, a nu-

| et e | ka& Proﬁt«ablc;,m : ~ merqus body of artificers, of confiderable
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them, or neccflary caufes of their de-

bt i § e © sl
: ) o

e

DR

{11 |the Public Weal,

A curious - comparifon, ‘but Which“"\I

refpectively ‘made in each of +the claffes

,

have not been able to procure for- -
- 1ot been-able to procure for myfelf,
would be that ‘of the number of im‘arriyagé; )

i

traders;” on' the one hand; on the other,
Land-troops in a moderate number,Clergy-
‘men in no greater one- than necefiary for

~inftruétion, a refpeCtable Marine, will give |

the folution of this problem.. . =

It is not without a fenfible joy that T have
remarked in the Government of France, a
‘wice of conftitution, of which the confe-

~ - quences are fo.extenfive, “and I have con- |
- gratulated my Country upon. it: but I -
could not, at the fame time help feeling, |
. from the refle€tion, how formidable mpit
have become this Power, this ambitious
rival ‘of ours, if it had made the moft of
thofe advantages, which offered themfelves
from its poffeffions, and number of fub-
2 Q Jua fi -bona morimt!
R Cs D

abovemen\ti:onéd', -fuch as the ‘Military, the
P Law, th; ;Revcnue,;-"Irapd‘ersr',»"uAfff-‘iﬁCersv,v :
, lL;bourers, Imsealy circumftances, Labourers
| 0 “‘unea(yxpnes’»‘. I would. then, -compare
| } - |tne number of children in the families of
| [|each different clafs, and I do not doubt,
b
j
;
i
f
|

B

.,

but that the number of marriages would
‘be.fouf_l@. leffer in certain clafies, Aandi the
chx}drcn." rarér in the marriagesﬁ of thofe
[Clafles, in a proportion that would yerify
I |whatl have advanced, 7
0. ' Another fatisfattory comparifon, would
s »b'e"‘-‘;hat cof the number. of men which

S

=
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1. Disapvantace of France, in the
manner in which it employs the GEnrus

- and INTELLECTS of its INHABITANTS.

hands. It is the country inEurope which -

- contains the moft. {chools, colleges, aca~
- demies of ‘all kind. The french. tongue,

has, "in -its Capital, its appropriate aca-

- demy.. The belles Jettres, antiquities, paint-
. ing, feulpture, mufie, have alfo ‘theirs. =
- All the provinces of France, in emulation
of the Capital, have vyingly with ope .
another, erefted academies : and yet with
all the number:of them, one fees none that = -
~ ‘wants members. - The ambition of being -
- admitted into them, raifes an infinite nume
ber of writers, whom it takes off from

agriculture, from the ufeful arts, and from:

trade. For in France, an author does no-

thing - elfe befides writing, and: forbids -

himfelf - abfolutely all * ufeful ‘profeflion,

Authors are a fpecies of nobility, or of
men who live nobly by the reputation of -

‘their works, and the protection of the rich,
- Yet there are many of thefe writers who =

had

( RANCE does net employ morér tol,ﬂl x
, Sl 1ts .ad-Yantagef the .genius andintel..
- lets of its inhabitants, than it does their

e

it oz i e T
SO e e EAe
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had done much better at the ,.fpl,ough,"s tail,

or in manufatturing ' paper, ‘inftead of
ftaining 'it, and had certainly been more

(o]

ufeful to the State.

e Examiné but f~théfd’iﬁ‘érent obje&ts which-
employ thofe academies, or are treated of

in: their books, -and you will find that the

- difquifitions, the fciences, the arts of (heer

entertainment, or agreeable amufement,

~ have all the preference over thofe which

are only ufeful: but Wit efpc:_eia‘lly,' or the

‘mianher of writing, or fpeaking, is the ob-
je¢t with which. they appear moft taken

up: and-in that it is indeed that they have
made the greateft progreffes. The French,

without difpute, write with more grace-
fulnefs and method than any other nation,
but it {feems, that contented with this ad- .

vantage, they have negleéted the manner

of thinking, and the choice ‘of matters. =
- Amongft the many academies fo' libe-"
rally {pread throughout France 3 commerce,,
mechanic arts, agriculture, of which the
- details ‘are-fo-extenfive, have not deferved
to have their particular academies. * Yet
are not the names of thefe fciences un- -
S T P A S knownt

* Sola res ruftica, que fine dubitatione, proxima

& quafi confanguinea fapientiz eft, tam difcentibus

eget quam magiftris, Adhuc enim fcholas thetorum,

Co ~  geome- .




* ruftica, Lib. I. cap. 1.
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known in fome of thofe academies; but
they cannot attract but a flight attention,

- confounded as they are, with fo- many

other fciences more noble, and more a-

-mufing. The prizes which thefe academies
diftribute, and which have ferved fo much
to multiply wits, poets, fcholars, painters,

lculptors, &c. have never been - thought -
on to employ towards multiplying artifts,

manufacturers, hutbandmen : no public or

private fund is allotted to encourage dif-

coveries. ufeful to Society. Be it that a

zealous patriot thould ftart up, and furnifh
~ the Public with obfervations upon agri- -
culture, the fruit perhaps of long, and

coftly cxperiments, there are few can make

 the fame trials for want of means, or for

fear of the lofs fhould they not fucceed.

- Himfelf too, perhaps for “want of aids,
Ihall be forced. to abandon a ftudy.to
" which neither the labor, nor the: abilities of
a fingle private perfon may be fufficient.
In -fhort, it is almoft a phenemenon: a-
mongft the fubjelts of the prizes of aca-

. demies,

e

geometrarum, muficorumque ; vel quod magis mi-

randum eft, contemptifimorum vitiorum officinas, -

gulofius condendi cibos, & luxuriofius ftruendi fer-

cula, capitumque, & capilloram_ cincinnatores non; -
folum audivi, fed & ipfe vidi, CorumELLa, de e

~ and Difadvantages of France,&c. 37
demies, that which the academy of Amiens .

- propofed for the year 1753, .in the fol-
- lowing queftions : ¢ What are the dif-

¢ ferent qualities of the wool neceflary to

¢¢ the manufactures of France? Can thefe

“ manufatures be carried on without the |

¢ fpanith, irifh, or other foreign wool ?
¢ What would be the beft methods. of

- ¢ giving to the french wool the quality
‘it wants, or of augmenting its quan-

“ tity ? R T TS Ny
Amongft the french books, the moft

| rare, ;indifputably, ~are fuch as profeffedly

treat of the arts, and fciences ufeful to fo-

 ciety.  They-have next to nothing wrote

upon -agriculture, or commerce in gene-
ral,-and lefs yet upon the detail of thofe
objects, and upon fuch as relate to them :
they have even negleted the helps of-
fered to them, in the writings of other
nations.. In no library, public or private,

is to be found a fpecific collection of the
~works exifting upon trade and agriculture,
- They have taken {fpecial care to enrich the

french language with tranflations from the

poetry, - and romances of all countries.’
They have tranflated fome of our poets,

- and romance-writers, good and bad 5 but
our authors upon commerce and agricul-

~ture,
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ture, w

- ‘amongft them.+ |
< deferve fome particular remarks. In all
. eountrys, it is ever inflituted in eonfor-

mity to the genius of the nation, and by

a neceflary circle, contributes to form, and
‘preferve that national genius. But I will

not undertake to enter into too prolix a

- detail of thofe faults which may be com-

mon to the french education, as well as
to ours. Voyages are without doubt the

- beft fchool in which to form miers : and

~in truth we run fo much 'into voyaging,
- and even 1o exceflively, that it might be
- thought, that with many of us Englifh-

men, the tafte for travelling, is nothing

- but areftleflnefs in our natures, a defire, -
- or awant of exifting any where elfe but
at-home. - The French are net great tra-

vellers :* which I am not apt to think is
owing to their eontemipt of other nations

' 1- M.: Duhamel dé;:MQiiceéu,"of the royal afc_a:'
- demy of {ciences at Paris, and member of the royal

he4

fociety in London, has litely publifhed a treatife

on the cultivation of land, upon the principles of

Jethro Tull, with fome experiments upoh this new ‘_

method: = = -

He has fince publiﬂiéd his excelleng trqa;aife‘;upg; |

the prefervation of grains, =

e

ill be fure to be the laft know&

- The education of men!might?h’éire' well

ik

R
s INEC R

count to be given for it, is that the luxury.
of parents, is not fo compatible with the
expence neceffary to let. their children tra-
vel. Yet one'meets with Frenchmen who

“have made the tour of Italy, and it feems
even that to have been in England beging

to be a fort of fathioi amongft them.

The fenfible part of them who are returned
from thence, give a more deeent and fa-

vorable eharacter of our politenefs, and
manners, than formerly, and perhaps we
now deferve. it better. - Some of them, at
their return, talk much of our horfes,: -
which they do not know how to ride ; of
more robberies,” than they ever met withs
of our. liberty, - of - which- they have no
idea. I do not know whether it is through- -
imitation (which we might conftrue for a. .
mark of efteem) ‘or'whether it:is a capriee-
of fafhion, but I have obferved in our

young Frenchmen in the morning, a great
- deal of ‘the englifh airs, - juft as we re-

proach. our youth with having adopted the

- french ones, in their drefs and manners 3
- the Youth of France, paffes a horfeback,
or_fauntering about on foot, the morning

in" doing of nothing, after the englith

. way; and the evening in doing of no- -

thing, after the french one.” But ftill they W
B R e, 8

; and Di{_;’advan_tag:es, of France, &ec. | 3 g
which they do not know: the plaineft ac-
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 imitate us aukwardly, their frocks are note
- .long waifted enough; and: they will never - -
fet horfes on their haunches fo well as we _‘

do. : _O zmzmz‘ores Suvvi buenan

and D1fadvanta0es of France, &c. 41 ERRNY
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" III DisapvanTaeE fo FrANCE in: tbe

di ﬂrzbutz‘ve oeconomy of PROP ERTY,

~of it, from the Sovereign down to the
loweft fubject..  Luxury is the - heceffary
~effect of it, and at the fame time a remedy

to it: it is by this means, if right ma-

naged, that ‘money eirculates, and carries

o life -through all the parts 0f the Body-:

politic.

_perty may be fo exceflive, -or faulty, as

- that exceffive wealth in one clafs of the -

- State, may caufe in’ the other part an ex-.

ceffive poverty. As there is nothing but .

the land, or trade that can- produce in the

State a value that did not before exift in - -

it, all ‘exceffive fortunes which do: not

proceed from thofe fprmg—hcads, .cannot. |

NHE unequal dlﬁrxbutlon of pro-'

- 1 perty through the- different condi-
tions of life, is one. of the principal tyes
- of fociety, and the meft powerful caufe
" -of the fubordination between the members:

‘will not confume fo much wine,  for ex-}|
ample, as twenty families of a thoufand al| -

~ of the means of it..

~ fhould ftart. up, and not be diftributed, inj|
~ due proportion, over all the parts of thej| |
~kingdom, the effet of them will be yet]}

- more pernicious. There will - neeeffarily|| -
- refult from it a mif-ordered diftribution of]|
- fubjeds : . the inhabitants will be drawn}{

But this unequal dlﬁnbutxon of pro-'*

, produce nothmo~ to the State, or wh1ch
AT have:

but be formed at the expence of the trader, |
~or the land-improver ¢ which muft be aj}
fort of impofition on thofe two claffes,|
- prejudicial to cultivation, and induftry.

Befides the exceflive proportxon of over-{}

grown fortunes, is, in its nature, little]] -
favorable to the confumption of provifionsf| ‘-
‘and merchandize.  The head of a family

of twenty thoufand pounds fterling a year

year each. The diffipation and wafte in
fuch an houfe of the neceffarys of life, will}|

not ballance the deficiency of confumption{|

by the mechanics, and peafants, deprxved : -

If a number of fu,cb enormous fortunes,

from all parts of the kingdom towards||
that fpot of it, in which the wealth of the

State is” concentered, and the evil will
grow boundlefs, if- thefe men quit thofef|

‘profeflions, which may be termed, of the
firft neceflity, to take up trades whrch fhall
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have only for object a ruinous confump-

»tlona ‘ andzhfucﬁ”are all thofe which are

. .maintained by an exceffive | Thi;
18 what has happene;@cl« in France, e

F rance concenters in Verfailles, - and P&-

-

115, as in a fingle point, all the .powers

A ‘which can ateraét mankind ; to Court. on

~ account of: the greatnefs, and honors which

can be attained no where elfe, and whick

ge.for! none but thofe who live atity to
Haris, 1n which are not only all the treq.

fures of the State, but where all thofe

- fubjedts of the State refide who are rich,
are rich,

 either  through the public, or their own

Private revenue: fo that all the wealthy

t}”xav‘e\ fixed their ‘habitation in_ this town.
Jrom a preference owing.to the neighboyr.

hoad of the Court,

A portion fo confiderable of» ~thé rxches :

- of the State, as well a5 of the Subje&,
. ( 9 SR . BLIC | e&’ [
. manenely fixed in one fpot, Cannét. di.i%;e;

1ts influence but to 2 certain diftance,

| ;The,neighbouring lands, and fuch as could

fend their produce to ‘that market, might

& _ feel the benefit of it, refoetivel : ‘

 portion to their diftance. pedlively in pro-.
& e.. {aid (o) the manufa&ums, neceffar
‘the demands of life, or of lux-ur;; a;r.f:}ﬁg B
lands and the manufatures which want the
~convenience of carriage thithes, have been

neglefted,

The fame may

- . . b b .
BT ~, b o L
e . =, iyt o .. e et i R R AT, ADRTRRE -  yae = - -
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ficient confumption on the fpot, or at pro-.-

“the neceffary as well -as fuperfluous pro-|

 difpeopled for its fake.
 bution of property is ill-regulated, when|

Town, fumptuous palaces, whilft' their}

 and Difadvantages of France, &c. 43
neglected, or deferted, for want of a fuf-

per diftances. Neceflity has drawn. to|
Town the inhabitants of the Country, and|
luxury has employed them to.excefs, in allf .

fefions. - 'Thence an enormous number of |
footmen, and fervants of all ranks, peruke-
makers, - artificers, and profeffors of the
moft frivolous arts, pettyfoggers, and other|]
fharpers, a number which goes on en-}
creafing every day, to fuch a degree, that|}
to reftore that ceconomy which fhould be

obferved in the well-peopling of a nation,
Paris ought to fend colonies to all thel}
parts of the kingdom, which have beenjl

It may alfo be avenred,kvthayf thedlﬁn- :
one fees the land-owners, occupying, in|

Family-feats, their farms, their villages|.
are going to ruin: when the produce of|
“the provinces has no denand, or con-}
‘fumption, becaufe they live no longer on}
their eftates, than ferves them to rack

- wherewith to live in Town; whena}
- fertile  kingdom is reduced to want}
- grain, becaufe the labourer. is forced by

his poverty to come to town to ferve
e R the




* the wants or fancies of the rich :
~ when the rich have no other way of luxury
left than confuming without meafure in
furniture of all forts, that gold and filver,
~of which the cultivation of land ftands in

E
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-in fhort,

need.  Luxury well-ordered breeds a be-

- neficial confumption : exceffive luxury is
‘a deftructive abufe.
,Cleopatra.v o

It 1s the luxury of

‘:INTEREST of MONEY, lazglaer in FRANCE |

t/aan m HOLLAND cmd ENGLAND.

It is- with States, as wu:h pmvate per-
fons s he that has the leaft credit, pays the

higheft'intereft for the money he borrows
now the monarchical Government is na-

turally not fufceptible of fo great a con-

- fidence as a republican one. Upon urgent

occafions, the borrower muft receive the

-law impofed on him by the lender, and
‘France, for a century back, has often = i
found itfelf in this pofition: and as, a- :
mongft all the POWC‘I—'S whlch faw them-
i : fclves -

"HY has France held up the pubhc'
V'V intereft of money at 5 per cent.
whllﬂ: Holland and England have brought
- it down, by feveral fucceﬁive reduéhons"

!togandzz per cent?

“Change at fix per cent. Ok
thefe expedients, the King could not be '

- and Difadvantacres ofFrahce-,ﬂ &e. “45' -
felves dragged into a War, France has
made the greateft efforts in proportion to
her ftrength, fhe has more than. the reft

exhaufted her credit by all manner of ways.
and means of borrowing, fuch as creations

of offices of all kinds, ahenatxons of taxes,.

lottenes, tontines, annuitys, . rents upon.
the ‘crown-lands, and upon the revenue,.
&c. Befides all which reflources, the ex-
pedient was imagined of forming out of
the farmers of the revenue, and its trea-.
{urers, a powerful Body, whofe credit
mlght fupply the Government occafional-
ly, ‘which 1s juft as if a Lord without

 credit, fhould borrow at ten per cent. of a

fteward of his, enriched at his expence,
what _that fteward could raife upon the
Reduced then to

the mafter enough of the intereft of mo-
ney, to reduce the public intereft. - But

as the French are naturally truftful, and

little capable of lafting' impreflions, a few
years of peace, and of perfeverance in.
keeping faith, in the engagements of the
Government, may make paffed times be

forgot, and accomplith ‘the re-eftablifh- =~
- ment of the public credit.
~ finking fund, and fome compctent fums.

Then a proper.

which the farmcrs of the revenue, - and.
o the
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the treafurers might advance at a low in-

tereft, the King’s re-imburfing {ome part

of the rents, his reducing the legal intereft
to four per cent. and propofing. the' re-
imburfemeént of fome other debts, or the

- reduction of their intereft on that foot 5 a
- great part of the public debts ‘might fuc-

ceflively be eftablithed at that intereft, and "

perhaps lower.  An event to which Eng-
land has a great intereft that War fhould
produce obftacles,

But however that may be, in the mean

time, this high rate of intereft is of great’

- difadvantage to France. It puts France,

with refpect to Holland and England, "in

. the fame pofition, ‘as that of a borrower
with refpett to an ufurer. - The money of
thofe ' nations ™ that goes to France, goes'

thither in queft of the higheft intereft, and
makes her debtor to them for confidera- .
ble fums. . S
'The high intereft of money in France,
fwells alfo that clafs’ of men whofe in-

~duftry is loft to the ftate, a multitude of

idle ftock:holders, The number of traders

i diminifhed by it, and trade falling into

a few hands, is’ thereby contraed. ~The

efforts of induftry are lefs active, and lefs .
multiplied. - The foreign trade becomes

larg‘ef ‘profits - are

almoft ' a monopoly :
R C aimedv
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~ aimed at, and moderate ones ‘negledted :
~ all principles the moft diretly oppofed to

a beneficial confumption, to the employ- -
ment of the poor, and to the propagation
of the individuals. The markets dimi-

~ nifh, agriculture is difcouraged. - The mio-

neyed men do not care to employ:‘in“f the

improvement of land, that money they »

can make more of by lending it at a »hifgh'
intereft. | o

- In fhort, as the intereft of money em-.

ployed in trade, is governed by the legal
or eftablithed intereft, it is evident that,
every thing elfe fuppofed to be equal, Hol-
land and England have the advantage over
France, of being able to undertake any
points of commerce three per cent. cheaper
than France. T
~ The Laws of France do not allow of
taking intereft of money, without ‘z.xli_ena.t-_;
ing the fund; notwithftanding which, in
contempt of thofe very laws, ‘money - ig

lent ‘out, in trade, upon exigible notes.
‘This ufury is tolerated, and has even eftas

blithed itfelf, above the legal intereft, in
proportion to the fearcity of money in

- trade, partly caufed by the prohibition of -

the Law: thus the Law is not executed,
and yet trade fuffers by that Law. \

G
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~_France has in her hands a remedy for
- all thefe difadvantages. She will doubtlefs
- open her eyes on- the happy experience

our Nation has made of the feveral re-

ductions of the national intereft fince the -
~year 1623, that it was at ten per cent.
- The names of thofe patriots who advifed

them, Sir Thomas Colepepper, Sir Jofias

Child, -Sir John Barnard, will be for ever

~ in honor, and dear to England. ‘Before
- .them, the Chancellor Bacon, one of the

. greateft geniufes of his Age, had perceived

thefe truths, and had given the fame coun- .

fels, in his moral and political Effays.
" We ought not to fee without inquietude,
. that there is yet left to France fo powerful

- areffource, which we indeed have gone
. great lengths towards wearing out, and
i~ which Holland has doubtlefs exhaufted, as
~ one may judge by obferving the intereft

. of money there at two and a half per cent,

~and at the fame time its commerce ‘daily
~reduced by all the other nations, who do

“but retake what her induftry had ufurped,
. whilft the exgeflive load of her taxes keep
- at the fame time her land without value,

= .
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ADVANTAGES

A N D

'DISADVANTAGES

GREAT-BRITAIN

W 1th regard to Commerce ;-

| And to other Means of encreafing the

Wealth and Power of a btate.

R Y O fcxence can WeH be more - necel-
fary than an exa& knowledge of
one’s own ftrength, nor is it a

*barren confideration that of one’s advan-

tages, when the {‘cudy of their principles.
goes along with it: of the ufe too made
of them, and of the means to. augment

them, or to procure new. ones. Com—-

monly lefs attention than there ought to
be is given to thofe advantages for which ,

~we are only beholden to nature, elther' T

becaufe we are apt to take little notice: of

" the Good we enjoy wuhout the trouble of

D z o feekmg
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feeking it ; or becaufe our pride gives the
” 1'eference to that which we hold from
our own induftry. Neverthelefs, the na-
tural advantages are the only true ones:
their poﬁ‘cﬁion is the leaft lyable to be en-
vied, or taken away from us : they afford
the Tureft recompence of the pains may
be taken to extend them, which are the
‘matter and mtentlon of the followmg con-
fiderations. - i

~:I Of the NATURAL FORM of GREAT
, ~ BRITAW. ' SR

Ccordmg to the compmatlon of Mr.
‘Edmund Halley, England, the firft,
and the greateft -of the two kingdoms i in

‘Great Britain, contains about forty mil-

lions of fquare acres: and the form of it
"is fuch, that no point of land in it the
- moft diftant from the fea-coaﬂ: is farther
than feventy miles from- it. |

It is obvious to conceive how an extent

fo happily proportioned muft be favorable
to its inland-trade between its different
- provinces, as well as to the external com-
merce of the natural productions, and ma-

thﬂ. REE

ufaﬂures, and confequently to popula-
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As an ifland; Great Britain poffefles a
great number of maritime provinces, which
is, in courfe, attended with the moft na-
tural difpofition for having a great aum-
ber of ieamen, fithermen, &c.
‘FThe fea is her natural bulwalk, her.
thips are her forts, at once offenfive, and
defchﬁve; in which they have the advan-
tage of fortifications built upon frontiers ;-
a great one this for her, and a great ne-
CLﬁlty for her preferving the fuperiority:
of her Navy, {o as to be even more in the
cafe of attacking, ,than barely ﬁandmg on
her defence. :
The moft maritime Power was natu~
rally the propereft to become the moft:
cammcrcml ‘one, ‘'whilft - her commerce,

“and marine, ought naturally to procure

recxprocally one another’s augmentation.
As a maritime, and commercial Powery

War muft be lefs chargeable to her than

to any:other Power; whilft Franee keeps

~on foot  four hundred thoufand men arm-

ed, Great Britain fcarce employs one hun-
dr@d thoufand men by fea and land, who

‘are fecarce mifled out of the cultwatlon of

the land, and the manufaltures, Whilft
fhe. preferves her fuperiority at" Sea, fhe

- can,: at the fame time, carry on her trade
in her natural productions and her manu-

D 3 | fa&ures ;
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tures : {o that in War fhe is certainly. the

- Power. whxch fpends the lea{’r and gams “
| the moft. ‘

“As an lﬂand poﬁ'eﬁinc a fufficient e‘cw'
tent of fertile country, fhe might Juftly
renounce the fpirit of conqueft,” and has
not been ten*pted to add to her continent,
‘other countries, by any convenience of ad-

jacency. A difpofition this favorable to
the fpirit of her commerce, as well as to
her conftitution - and tranquillity. In a
State, the territories -of which are of a
confiderable extent, the conftitution pre-

ferves itfelf dxfﬁcultxy without dxﬁurbances.

(Be this faid, without any apphcatxon of it
to ‘our poﬁ‘eﬁions in ‘America, which are

- rather acqmﬁtlons of commerce, than of

eonqueft.)

The fohtary, and mfular ex1ﬁence for ;
which Great Britain is beholden to Nature,
has happily freed it from various depen-

dcnces, 1nc1dent to the neighbourhood of

other countries. For example, fthe . will
~not permit France to get pofleffion of the

Auftrian Netherlands, but fhe does not

fear - thxs event perfonally, as Holland
muft. France may tranfport her viGorious
artillery before every place in Germany
~ and Holland : but England will never
‘be afrald of France, ‘whilft the French

Navy

-y e
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Navy fhall be in no condmon to be
feared.

‘But what is become of this fo invalua-
ble independence, fince a King of ‘Great
Britain poflefles dominions which give him
an intereft foreign to that of the nation :
dominions which he muft defend, which
he wants to aggrandize, “which he en-
riches with his favmcrs ‘dominions in fhort |
which give to a ng of England,

‘revenue, and  troops Wthh he does not
hold from the nation ? - |

II NATURAL PRODUCE of ENGLAND,

RAIN wool and cattle, mines of
various forts, are the prmc pal riches
which England owes to nature; and her
induftry is naturally exercifed on improv-
ing thefe advantages by agrxculture and.
commerce. ..
Of GRAIN, and Culizwtzm n geneml
The preference to which certain natural
roductions ar¢ entitled over others, is
full furely pointed out to us by our wants.
“Thus Corn is almoft univerfally acknow-
ledged for the fpecies of which the culti-

- vation deferves the firflt cate : andz as the
D4 wam:[
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want of it is a general one, and that the
confumption of it depends on a neceflity
independent on the caprices of Fafhion,
that State, which every thing elfe fuppofed
equal, fhall be fuperior in that point, will
enjoy the moft folid, and indifputable pre-

eminence.

~ England was a long time without pro-

fiting from its advantages in this article.

It muft be owned, that corn is naturally

lefs neceffary to the Englith than to any
other people in Europe. Truft-worthy
Hiftorians tell us, that before the Romans
had fet their foot on our ifland, at that
time extreamly populous, the common
nourithment of Britons was milk, and the
fleth of wild, or- tame animals, in which

the country abounded, that they lived lit-

tle upon grain, which was neither in -

efteem, or in plenty amongft them. In

 the North of Ireland to this day; the blood

of - their cattle ferves them for nourifh-

in fhort, in England they' eat but little
bread, a great deal of fleth-meat, and roots,.
and greens. o

- Whilt England thought of no more
than cultivating the land for its own fub-
St o e ‘ ﬁl’tenceg |

—n— e,

~ment, and chiefly milk. In the moun-
tains of Scotland, corn is not much ufed ;

~of GreaT BriTalN, &C. 57

filtence, fhe found herfelf often fhort of
it for her real wants, and obliged to fo-
reign markets for her grain, _‘ but fince :Qle :
has made an objet of commerce of it,
her cultivation of it has encreafed to fuch
a degree, that a good harveft is a provi-

fion for five years. = A favorable climate,

and foil, afford her a fufficient ’cert‘ai.n,ty of
crops, and" fhe is now in a condition to
fupply, by her exports of grain, other
nations who want it. - . e
I -fhall quote here, for an 1nﬁanc¢»_ of
her prefent riches in that article, an ex-
tract of her exports from the years 1746
to 1750, comprehending all forts of

| -grain, - as wheat, rye, barley, malt, and

oats, of the growth of England, thipped
off from fifty-feven of its ports, for Por-
tugal, Flanders, Holland, F”an;‘_cﬂe:a Den- .
mark, Ruflg, Africs, &c.

e i el
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Upon thefe 5.28984% quarters of grain
of all forts, I ﬁnd that. France, for her
thare, has extracted 260 ,000 quar ters, al-
moft all of wheat,. in the three years
1748 1749, 1750, that is to fay, at
’ 155. medium-price of wheat for thofe
three years, to the amount of 453,0001
f‘terlmg, or 10.465000 livres.

It is obvious then, that for thofe ﬁve
years, that fum of 74,05,7861 fterl. was
fo much lofs to other nations in the ba-
lance of Trade, and fo much clear gain.
to the enrxchment of England. To this:
fum ought to be added the frelorht of thofe:
grains payed almoft wholly to. England
alone for upon the total of thofe exports
for five years, the quantity fhipped 0‘}
upon foreign bottoms, does not amount to

- 45,887 quarters. This freight may be efti-
.mated at’663,650/ fterl. (or 14.573,950
- livres) at the rate of 25, 64. 5 per quarter.
But to conceive the whole extent of the -
advantages of thefe exports, the number-
of men ought to be calculated, that thefe.
5. 289847 quarters had employed in Eng-
land, - in the cultivation, the carriage of
.them to the fea, the purchafe and fale of
them within: the kingdom, the building,
and fitting out the veflels which exported
| D6 them,.

_nibus annis, of the

‘Annual fums, commu-
faid five years. -

French currency.

Mediom -
price of the |
7405786 | 170.333078 Livres | 34.066080 L“"es

- Quarter for o
- thefiveyearsf -
At R O

633943 | thefveyears|
817983 | At |

1.045656
- 1,140848

"Quarters. . |

 Laid before the Houfe of Commons in 1751,
Number of  , i

1.651417

Extra&t from the State of Exportation of Grain, f

1746
1747 1~
1748
1749 -
1750

' ‘For_‘th‘é
Year =




g i e
T e ey

60 Advantages and Difadvantages

them, the number of {ubje@s who made |

~ their livelyhood out of fupplying  the
wants of thofe ‘others, in’ ﬂ]OI‘t, all that

thefe ‘men paid to the State in taxes for

- what they confumed: and then follows

this confideration, that the employ, and
urges of thefe eng lith fubjeéts have been

paid by the countties who through  their
wants were obliged to apply to ‘them,
whilft the fame number of fubjeés in thofe
| countr;es, ftood in need of thofe occafions
o° employ, which they procured or were
the caufes of elfewhere.

Tt is the year 1689, which may be
termed the epoch of the growth of rich
harvefts to England, for which fhe ftands
~indebted to that wife dlfpoﬁtlon of the le-

- giflature, which inftituted a bounty on the
| exportanon of gram upon enghfh bot- :

toms. || ¢
: T 1s

ﬂBy a&s of the ift year of Wllham and Mary,
| gth of Queen Anne, 3d of George II. was granted
~ a bounty as follows - per. %arter, (about 24 bu-
ﬂxels, Paris meafuore, - -

Not exceedmg the prxce of R L Bou-nty. L
A R L S 2

UPOn Wheat — 2 8 Lt O
© o+ Rye. -———-—-‘x -— 3 6
Barley i E 4 - 2 6

v . Upon

R

R s .
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* This method, always attended with fuc-
cefs in the cafes in which it was practifed,
has neverthelefs ‘met with ‘gainfayers a-
mongft the manufaéturers, ‘and . traders :

their objetion is, that the giving five fhil-
lings per quarter-on. corn- exported, 1s as.
much as to raxfe the prxce of it at our own

markets
Not exceedmg the pnce S S BO,‘?N‘)‘-,
Upon Barley - male 1 4. 2 6
: Wheat- malt 2. 8 = 5 0
- Oatmeal - o 15— -2 6
"By the Tun; (ot goo g =
-Parispintsj on {pirits.
diftilled from Barley-
malt and Barley, beo PR ‘ _
lng at - - AT g 10

'The faid- bounty payable: only when the export

'1s made on _englith bottoms, the mafter and crew
to ‘be at leaft two thirds Britith fubjc("ts, does not -
take place on the corn exported. for Alderney, Jer-

fey and Guernfey It is payable in every port on
furm(hmg a certlﬁcate of the export by the re-

- ceivers of - the cuftoms, or for want of funds; by
the receiver general, within three months. Thefe
laft years, in which the exportation was confidera-
ble, the cuftoms were in arrear of payment of the

‘bounty, which in 1748, as well as 1749, ex-
ceeded - 200,000/, fterling. (or 4.600000 livres)

and in 1750, amounted to 325,405/ fterling,

(7.484315 livres) and, upon the demand of the
exporters, the Parliament allowed them, in its fixth
{effion, the intereft of the fums due to them, in an

A& of the 14th May 1753,

et
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markets higher than it would otherwife
be, “and afferds it to the foreign ones,
cheaper than it can be afforded at our
own, which muft lower the price of work
amongft forelgners, and render ours the
dearer: ‘this is the fum of the charge
brought againft the bounty.

“Experience, is the beft anfwer- that can |
be ‘made to fuch an objection: and expe- -
rience’ demonftrates that the bounty has

lowered the price of corn.

The intention of this bounty bemg to
_ encouraoe cultivation, by favoring the ex-
portation of a fuperfluity, -it feems  that to
. find the courfe of the corn, to which the

bounty fhould be due, it was only necef
fary to examine what the price: of cofn
was, when it was only in a fufficient quan-

| tity to anfwer the. dermands of the annual

fubfiftence, or to provide againft the con-
tingency of a bad harveft. - This was found
in' the average-price of ‘the years which
preceded  1689: fince before that time,
England exported but little corn, and was
fometimes obliged to get it from foreign
countries: -and the average-price of the
43 years preceding 1689, having  been
found to be 2/ 105. 84. per quarter of
wheat, they fixed even beneath that Pprice-
current, the contmgence of the bounty

: / that
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that is to fay, at 2/ 8+ But fince 1689,
the average-price for 64 years, finithing
at 1752, has been no mere than 2/ 25. 6d.
which has been a fall of 8s. 2d. per quar-
ter. Now this diminution of price can
only be attributed to the encreafe of cul-
tivation, which could only be operated by

- the bounty : and this ftands confirmed by

the  comparifon of the ftate of the price
“of corn,  with. the ftate of the bounty,
from the years 1746 to 1750. ERULI PO NEER

Average pnce @f wheat,

‘-'~;¥ea-rs' -cBO“,m‘)'-‘::

| Afed. . perquarter
3746 | 99,385 | 1l I1Q S
1748 ] 202,639 | 1 1175 '
1949, ~-2285566' cooxl o165 0
-~1750~":@:—-,325,4.05 [ zl 12 5. 6d

By whxch may be feen, that in thofe
years in which the fum of the bounty, and
confequently of the exports, was the |
largeft, the price of corn was the loweft,

The average price. of  corn, above-
quote'd - was taken from the courfe of the
market-price for grains at Windfor, ex-
attly noted by the reverend Bifhop Fleet-
wood; from the year 1646 to 1706 and -
«mntmued w17 52. The avcrage pnce of

| | S - corn:
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coen ‘of “each year is formed eut of the:
two price-currents: on Lady-Day and.Mi-
chaelmas. |
- The effe® of this bounty is not to
lower the price of corn abroad in favor
of the foreign markets, but is a neceflary
~ expedient to enable us to carry our corn
to fale at them, on a par of-price with
Poland, ‘Denmark, - Hamburgh, Africa,
‘Sicily, and even with our own colonies,
who furnifh Spain,  Portugal, and Ireland
itfelf cheaper than we can: In fhort, itis
‘giving our laborers a bounty of 200,000/
a year, that England may gain 1 500,000/,
fterling
certainly not have. oo 0
" Gengrally fpeaking, a bounty is the only
way that can be cffe€ually employed to
preferve to us our competition in all thofe
branches of commerce, in which foreigners
~“can underfell us, This is what has made
‘the ‘author of the - Britifh Merchant ad-
‘vance, that we fhould be obliged to efta-
blifh a bounty even on the exportation of

our wool, if England  fhould become a

province of France, and that France could
bring her wool to be cheaper than ours:
a propofition which is exactly true, with
a falvo for the indecency of the firft }?f
o o  the

o, which, without that, it would

s
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the  fuppofitions “on’ which it is founded,
and for the little probability there is of the
1}3C0nfd‘ I R L R PR ¥
- Another moft ineftimable effect of this
bounty is that of tempting, by the cheap-
nefs of our'corn, other countries, whichy
like France, might do without it, and of
its difcouraging in them the cultivation of
their land. -~ Without doubt, was the price
of corn-to rife, it would prove a warning
for them to addiét themfelves to agricul~
ture, and neceflity ‘would ' oblige them to
fubftitute induftry to that indolence of
theirs which is fo advantageous to us.*

What a fall then would there be in the
value of our lands; if our corn was left on
our hands without demand, through other
countries’ not wanting it, and’ our wool

without - price,- as it atually. is, through

the prohibition of ‘its export? Such an
event is doubtlefs difagreeable to forefee ¢

yet is it a more natural ‘ftate of things

than the prefent one, and perhaps not fo
‘remote  as ‘may be imagined., o 0

_The advantages which ' the _culti’vatidh

o Sir. Thomas Colepepper mx6z: ‘complained
_that the French imported fuch confiderable quanti-.

ties of corn, and at fo low a rate, that the englith
corn could not, even in our own markets, fupport

a competition with them,
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of our land has derived from this bounty

are not to be denied. It has changed the
face of England: Commons, either ill,
or not.at all cultivated, dry, or deferted
paftures, are become, by means of hedges,
wherewith they have been enclofed or fe-
pargted, tertile fields, and rich meadows.
This bounty of five- fhillings per quarter
has been employed. by the farmer in clear-
ing, ‘and- manuring his ground. This
bounty it is which has been the true teacher
to England of the art of cultivation. Our

antient writers, on this fubject, were not <
fo well fkilled- in it as our moderns, be-
caufe they had not feen. the experiments.
~which this encouragement has made be at-~
tempted. They had however fome glimpfc'.
of notion of the -advantages which- might
~ refult from clearing the land, and from en-
clofures and other improvements: -but it
was 3 baunty alone that could. operate this.
change, becaufe that alone could furnith
the means of it. In fine, fince 1689,
there has not a year elapfed, in which the.

Parliament has not pafled fifteen or twenty
~ private acts for grants to enclofe, and fence

in- Commons ; and - univerfal- experience

has fhewn, that lands thus rendered va-

luable, - have doubled: their income: this

melioration could not either be a con-
| - temptible

444
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- The ports and little towns of our fea-
coaft have experienced a proportional ens
creafe in the number of their fhipping,
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temptible object for England, fince of the
forty millions of acres it -contains, it is
eftimated that one third of them was in
commons : and what'is yet remaining fo
of them, confirms that this computation
was not exagerated., : o

Cultivation could not encreafe, without
employing more horfes, oxen, and fheep,

for the tillage, and manure of the grounds.

Thence that “augmentation of wealth-in’

cattle, which is fo valuable in many re-

fpe@s.

~ Population has encreafed together with
the culture of the lands: the labor of en-
~ clofing them, has employed  and main~
~ tained a great number of men: thofe late

defart waftes of ' country now fee habita-

tions on them, and villages have fepﬁbly

and fo much the greater, for that grain

takes up large flowage-room. The grow-
ing number of failors has greatly facilitated
the eftablithment of fitheries upon our
‘coaft, which are yet fufcéptible of farther

advancement. = ¢

: Var‘ious»,confump’ti‘ons;.have encreafed in
proportion to the number of men, and
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the acceffions of wealth. They have re-
‘paid with intereft to the State the expence
of the bounty. i

The State of the Exports fhews us, that
all the provinces of England have par-

taken of the benefit of this bounty, and.
this advantage could not have obtained
{o equal a repartition, unlefs in a penin=

fula, of which sll the parts are at jufk
diftances from the fea: a ‘happy difpofi-
tion, to which- it alfo owes an eafy com-=

munication, and ready help both by fea

and land from one province to another,
‘and Wthh mamtams, throughout the whole
‘extent of its continent, the plenty, and

price of its produé‘txons in a lavorable e

thbrmm.
One might puth ad 1nﬁmt‘am a calcul-‘

tation of the particular advantages refuking
from a Good which has produced in lands,

in cattle, in men fo many valuables, which
Cultivation-

~were not before in exiftence.
then ‘is the greateft of all Goods, and the
laws which prote& and augmenc it the
Wlﬁ:ﬁ of all laws. |

~ Let us then’ lcave to other nations all

‘ uneaﬁnefs about the means of efcaping

~famine; let us obferve them fuffering a
dearth of provifions, amidft all the pro-
| Je&s ‘they form to preferve them{elves
from
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from it: We have, in a much more ob-

vious, plain way, found the fecret to en-
Joy, in tranquility, and abundance, one of
the firft capital neceffaries of life : more
happy in that than our anceftors, we no
longer experience- thofe -exceflive and fud-

‘den alterations in -the price of corn, al-

ways caufed more by the fear than by the
reality of a dearth: a fear which often
advances and augments the horrors of it.
In place of vaft and numerous granaries,
provided for reffources in time of need,

‘we have vaft plains, pregnant with fu-

©_ture crops, the produce of which is an-

nually renewed and encreafed.  Our cul-
tivation, and harvel’cs, are become unli-

~ mitable, from the time that our laborers

have been fecure of a certain nonfumptxon,
at home, and abroad.
Thus, in our days, England wuhout:

trouble, or ruinous expence, has chfcovered’p

“on the furface of the land a new miné, of

~ more pretious poffeflion, and more intrinfic
England is

value than thofe of America,
that wife nation, which has made the beft
choice. Spain, in the midft of her trea-
fures, reprefents not amifs that King, in

the Fable, whom Bacchus had favored wn:h
the gift of convcrtmg every ethmg he touch-; |

cdtogold ,
o
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Of WOOL zmd CATTLE in geneml

England owes to the. temperature of xts,
climate, and the nature of it’s foil, the
for the -
abundance of it, fhe is ‘obliged to the ac-
cidental dl&nbutron of its land, which has-

excellént quallty of its wool :

naturally invited the mbabrtants to keep

great ﬁocks and herds of all forts of

cattle.
~About the year 8 30, the Saxons havmg

compleated the conqueft of England, with :
the help of an irruption of feveral petty

‘nations from’ the north of Germany, the
lands were divided amongft the generals,

and chieftains of thofe different nations,

and they referved to themfelves a part, and
' dxftnbuted the reft between their foldrers,

" and the natives’ who remained in {mall

number. - The country already difpeopled
" became more fo afterwards, by the ra-
vages of the Danes. The inhabitants of
the - ifland were not fufficient to the labor

but of a fmall part of the lands: the reft
remained wafte, in defarts, or in paftures,

forefts, the moft part wrthout proprleton,
and without repartition.

Every lord beftowed on thofe Who held |

lands of him, a right of pafture on thofe

l uncultlvated traéts, for the cattle employed
| in
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in their hu(bandry, fuch as horfes, oxen,

fheep: fome tenants, fome wvillages, or
towns appropriated to themfelves a right

in neighbouring lands, by conveniency,

and prefcription.  Even when William the
Conqueror feized on the forrefts of the

kingdom to his own ufe, and behoof, and.
attributed to himfelf the exclufive prero-
gative of the ¢chace in them, which hé need
but have {hared with' the nobility, and
people, he didinot take the right of pa~
fture from the nexghbourmg mhabltants,k

| Whofe all of property confifted in cattle.

~Such is the moft general origin of the.

rights  to commons, ' perpetuated to ‘our

days ; " rights {o confecrated by antient
.cuftom, “that they have caufed the keeping,
The forrefts de-"
ftroyed by felling, by negle&, by iron-
. mifies, are themfelves become vaft tradts.
~of land, for the moft part uncultivated,
under the names of’ commons, and whrchﬂ;;
~ could not be difcommoned but by virtue
‘There remained
then no other means of making any thing
~of them,  but pafture-ground for nume—j
rous flocks, and thefe were for a long time

vaft plams in wafte.

of aé‘ts of Parliament.

all the wealth, and induftry of the nation,

Such extenﬁve trats were not only thus
allotted to pal’ture, but there was yet
o £y - another
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another provifion for it, within the limits
of the parks, which the lords had referved

to themielves for their huntmg, thelr deer, :
«, and their cattle.

~'The Englith d1d;hot at ﬁrﬂ: know the/ |

, extem:, and value of their poffeflions : all
- they thought of was, to make food of the
fleth of their cattle, and to cloath them-
felves from the fleece of their fheep.  For |
a long time they fold their wool to the
Dutch and Flemings, who then alone had
| manufaé‘tures. |
Edward IIL. + the experts of our wool

Defoe  {ays, that under |

_j amounted to ten rmlhon Pcerlmg, of our

~ prefent currency. (230 millions.of livres)
- Some englith refugees, during the wars
of the two Rofes, in the States of the Duke
of Burgundy which. were full ofmanu-
ffa&ures, carried back with them, at their
return to England in the fifteenth century,
the firft knowledge of them; they were
~ favored by Henry VII. but dld not : ac-
~quire a folid eftablithment till under the
Queen Elizabeth, whofe
care fecured to them that contmual fuccefs
they have had to our days. Then it was
that the exportation of our wool was fe-
rioufly proh1b_1t;ed and under the moft
Ui d i e : fevere

- :,g;—hBetmgeed 1327 and 1;3_77.
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fevere penalties.
nances with regard to wool had been no-
thing more ‘than ways and means of the

revenue, employed by our Kmos m thelr
CX!O'CHCICS. o f ,
 Induftry foon opened the eyes of the
Enghfh on all the advantages that were to

be obtamed from their dlf’ferent kinds of
cattle|.  The victualment from them came
to be reckoned amonO"ft the finalleft emo-

luments, and even that ‘encreafed with the

fpecies . Before that time, no' ‘condition

was fcarce known but the lazy one of

fhepheldq or herdfmen, little favorable to
the employ, or propagation of men. = Ma-

nufaétures and arts encreafed the numbers ,e
the lands required a greater

of fubjelts :
cultivation, and wafte Jands were cleared

and improved. But they foon . pexcelved‘
- to what difadvantages a cultivation, in
common, was lyable.

 They began to en-
clofe their grounds, to obtain the greater
produce from them.

B s

CAll the ‘preceding otdi- |

 Since that time

tillage, and pafturage, have been Carned

0 a perfetion unl\nown to former times.
The ~different kinds™ of cattle, that of

- theep efpecially, have been meliorated to

| the utmoﬂ: by a ftudy of the food ‘that

[-As hides, falt meats, butter, cheele, tallo,vg}, &é
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" is propereft for them, and by a mzxture‘

- of their breed. . |
At firlt fome oppoﬁtxon was made to. |
the enclofing of commons, under pretext
~ that the nllage of them 'would diminifh -
- the number of theep ; but fuch is the ef-

~ fe@ of a good cultivation, that fuch an
~ acre, as, before produced only fix bulhels
of corn, has yielded twenty, and an acre
of pafture-ground, well prepared, has fed

double the number of fheep that 1t ufcd-

todo. -
| England then poﬁ”eﬁ'es, in the greatei‘t'
 abundance, the propereft wool for ‘the fa-
bric of all forts of ftuffs, excepting only
the fuperfine cloth, which' fhe cannot well

manufature without the help of fpamih-i

- wool.- ’
the beautymlleﬁ: is “that of Cottefwold in

Amonor{‘c our fhorter lorts of wool,

Glouceftcrfhire: as the nncﬂ and neareft

approaching to that of Spain, a; e\thofe ofi -

Herefor( thire, Worcefter, &c.

Our Jong wools for combmg, are the_

moﬂ: in reque& with other nations for their

length, and finenefs.
maﬁ renowned -are thofe of Warwick,

.Northampton, Lincoln, Durham, Romneyg \_
marfhes, but thofe on the South of the

- Marfhes of Lincolnthire and Leicefter,
cmy the name above al for thexr length,

= hnencfs,.
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' C()Iltdmf_d in their excrements. - |
1S-n0t fo extraom.aady no mme than their

: fmal quantme

| ‘meolnfhxre, in.a place called Holland g
L altc) .

are employed- concurrently with - thofe of

- Ireland in. fhaloons, . ferges, camlets, - cal-

hmancoes, and other {tuffs without num-
ber, which are for the moft part’ imitated,

“at Amiens, Abbeville, Llﬁe, in France 3
at Bruffels 3 in . Holland, at Harlem, and
in the nescrhbourhood of Amﬁerdam, and_ .

Leyden.«ﬂ‘ ,
“They are alfo employed tocrether wnth‘

the carded wools in. the make of bays,

drug ets, ﬂannels, &c. They are likewife
mixed: with cotton, rand -filk, in- feveral

 ftuffs, as alupeens, bombazines, crapes, &c.

Amongft the different forts of our fheep,
the homed ones of the leaft fize are efteem-

ed the: beft for. giving a cherithing warmth

of GREAT BRI’I Am, &c. : 7J
fi nenefs, foftnefs and glofs, Thefe wools

0, the crrounds fmm the abundance of faltg

wool

“The Iamcr ﬁzed fheep yxeld fro.m ﬁve
to eight pound: of wool per fleece ;
bear, atford a thort and fine wool, but i in,

fpanith wool, in the woof, to bind it the

ftronger. . The largeft fheep, and of which

the weathers are the moft efteemed, .are in-

Their fleth

fome
“of., tlaefc fheep, befides the long Wool they

which is mlxed with the

ERIGY . Lo

G bl -




col i AR B L T T i bl ki b mwmmm

76 Advantacres and Dzﬁdvantages
‘fo in Lelcef’ter and Rumney. - Weathers.

of this fort have been fold ‘s hlgh as

twvlve guineas,

- For example: of the abundance of ﬂ:eep;, :

~jt is commonly compuled that the falt-
marfhes of - Rumney contain forty-four
thoufand acres, and one hundred and thirty-
‘two thoufand fheep, whxch 1 at the rate
of three theep per acre, It is reckoned

that Dorfetﬂure mamtams ﬁx hundred thou-‘ .

meter. Rt

" Such numerous. ﬁocks, to fay nothmg
of cattle of other kinds, could not doubt-
lefs be gatheled under covered folds, with~
out a great expence: and. therefore, in
moft provinces in. f;ngland they are not
_put under fhelter, "and the mildnefs of the
generally tolerable winters. has allowed it,
in fome parts however. they have conve-

niencies to fhelter them, and it is pretended- =

that the ‘wool is the. better for it. It is

certain that in the provinces. the moft fub-

~ jet to cold, fuch as the northern ones
,negreft to Scotland,. to protect in fome:
fort the fheep from  the feverity of the.

_ winters, they are obhged as it were, to.-

embalm them, that is to fay, to {mear them

from. head: to foot- with a compoﬁtxon of
but be-

tax, ta,llow, bcc, oo1led tooether
¥ g 7 ﬁdes,

_France above all,
rival “in our manufaé‘tur@s, fumn’h them-

felves.

preferably emponedE Our prohxbmon of

of GREAT BR‘ITAi‘N’,‘&C. ,7
ﬁdcs, that this precauncn does not hinder .

numbers of them from dying of cold, or
the rot, this" compoﬁuon fpoxls the wool

ﬁrangely, thch does not eaﬁly recover its
| purity from it

‘Thofe provinces the leaft pxoper for

feeding fheep, and other cattle, have been
willing to procure to themfelves this ad-
_vantagc which nature had refufed them:
“they made paftures in' dry and fandy foils

by fowing trefoil and clover.  They made
turnips fupply the place of grafs, where
the winter had caufed a fcarcxty of ity and
brought their. theep to feed on turnips, in

- fuch fields as they wanted to have warm-
‘ed, and ‘manured by their preiencc on
~ them : fo fufceptible of perfe&mh is agri-
culture, and fo powerful an incitement

to encreafe. mdu{’cry, isa certamty of con-
fumptmn. |

But fuch great advantaoes could not be

enjoyed without dliquzet, and " we mlﬂhtﬂ.-

well expeét that other ‘nations would uﬁ,
their endeavours to come in for a Iharc»
of them with us. Holland, Flanders, and
our moﬁ: formidabie

felves from wus, with arms againlt our-
Our wool is drawn thxther and

3 ' cxportad

i,
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“exportation has not had all the effet we
“True it is, we may:
thank for it the miftaken policy of for-
bidding abfolutely the 1mportat10n of irith
~What now could

mrght e/pt& fromit.

wool into England.
Ireland, m:hout manufa&mes, make of its

wool, but to fll it to foreigners notwith-
We ‘then in-
deed c»pened fome of ‘our ports to the irifh’
wool : -~ but - they had a Iready tafted the
‘and “all our
- guard-veflels fince have vamly endeavoreda

ﬂ.«mémg the prohibition

fweets of that counterband :

10 interrupt the courfe of it. -

Every feflion of Patliament. is attended :
with complaints from the manufaturers of
the diminution of their trade: fometimes
founded on the dearth of materials,” and
always on the fmugglmcr over of wooly

which employed in foreign manufattures;

leffens - by fo much the demand fov].'

thcu's.

©On the ocher hand the land owners are’

ready ‘with * their complamts of the' low
price, at which the prohibition of export-

“ing it keeps the wool:
that this low price it is, ‘which caufes the ‘

counter band: carried on of it.

‘It is difficult to pronounce upon thw

pomt, ‘which of the two fides has moft

ruafon to complam D unlcfs one was to be :

deter-

they pretend too,

W d : v

e . e
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determined by the general prejudice; which

is againft the manufacturers: for I never

heard of a complaint, or petition from

them' agamﬁ the land-owners, which’ was,;

 not fovereignly unreafonable, Y
It does not to me appear lefs dnﬂicult to

find a fausfa&ory remedy for an evil of
whxch there is no- diffembling to one felf

the reality : ‘but to afcertain the juft extent
of i,
what is advanced, that the foreign nations
cannot abfomtely do without our wools in
the greateft parts of their ftuffs.. Should
that be really the cafe 3

“the carrying our

one fhould be fure of the truth of‘ 3

wool - abroad is an 1rreparable detriment
to England. But the Evil would not be
fo coﬂﬁderable if, as others averr, ‘the fo-

reigners can fubﬁltuttonally mix the fpa-

nith wool with thexr own, for want of our .
fineft forts : and if befides they have qua-~
lities of wool, like to ours: which T can’
take upon me to fay thh ccrtamty that'

they have. -

As to France, for example, I cannot
fay- what quantlty fhe employs of our wools -
of a fuperior quality to thofe of her own
growth: but | can poﬁtxve}y affirm, that
} have feen there fome of our common

forts. of ‘wool,

which the want of quan-.

my of their own, and not of quality,
- E4 obhged»
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obliged. them to employ. The englith
- wools have yielded to the fmuggler of
‘them a profit of fifty per cent. and -

. pront o1 1 er- cent. and yet
did not exceed in price, thofe of the wools
in France, of the fame quality. “This fact
clearlx verified - explains to us why our

~ wool is carried thither. .The abundance
of our wool at home, keeps it at a price
beneath the real value, in our markets :
whilft the fearcity of it in France holds it
- up there a great deal above it.
Doubtlefs then, . there muft exift, in
France, fome powerful reafon of defect,
oppugnant to “the multiplication of that
fleecy fpecies, whereby. the wool is want-
ing,. whilft the manuta@ures of it are in
- vigor, and afford good encouragement to
the workmen. With us, we have the very -
contrary inconvenience to complain of,
One would think nothing could difcourage
“the breeding of fheep ; it has proceeded
encreafing in defpite of the moft rigorous
“prohibition of exporting their wool. The
fleth of them, and the manure with which
they fertilize our lands, muft afford them
a profit ‘of it felf fufficient to the farmer,
Our manufactures are more than ever em-
ployed, but they could not encreafe in
proportion to the quantity of our wool.
What . then muft have become of ‘the
o fuper-

’

BN S R
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fuperfluity 2 It has more and more fallen
the price of the wool, and determined the -
courfe of it more violently into the fo-
reign markets,

~ ~Such, in truth, is our prefent condition
in that refpet. © Our wool," fromy its over-
abundance has been always under the price.
of that in other countries, as'may be cer-
tified by a' comparifon with the prices
current of wool at Amfterdam, the greateft
Staple in the Univerfe.” Yet, fince the
peace, the price of it has been raifed. -~ -
" In 1750, and 1755, the fineft long-
wool of Lincolnfhire has been fold, at amn -
average-price for fixteen pence (31 fols)
the pound, which is twenty per cent. more
than-formerly ; and this enhancement is-
the true foundation of the manufacturers:
complaints : their private intereft is- their.
fole aim, whilft they infift, as they have
long infifted in their requeft, for opening
all the ports of England without excep-
tion to the irifh wool in fleece, ‘or in yarn,
their pretext is, that itis the only expe-.
- dient for ftopping the export of the irifh
wool to foreign countries. . .
 The Land-owners, who forefee that this.
“encreafed importation of the irifh - wool
into England, muft yet lower the: price
" of theirs, oppofe to.this, that it.is in vain.

Sein 5 s
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to- open all the markets of England to’
Ireland, whilft the price of wool fhall be :
ftill. infinitely lower 4 England than in
the: markets abroad : that befides, this li-
berty - granted to the Trifh fmall-craft to
‘hover all over the coaft of England, will, '
in-fo ‘extenfive a career, open ‘to- thﬂii’:;f
couf}terband “an - infinite’ number of ways;
or outlets, * which ‘the guard-veffels will
b«‘:l lefs able to thut up, than: when thofe -
wool veflels had no free tpaﬂage,:‘ but in -
the ‘weftern feas of England, which had
Biddiford, Liverpool, and Briftol for boun>-

daries.

- Some there are amongft thefe laft who

- propoie the taking off the prohibition of

the exportation of - englith wool, and: pre-
tend that thereby, that com modity being
brought nearer the level of the com maon
price in the ether markets of Europe, them
a well calculated duty on the exportation .
might hinder; or at leaft leffen the carriage .

of it “abroad, more effectually than the
prohibition. o

- Amxd& thefe different opinions; diétated
by contrary interefts, I will hazard my-
dilinterefted fentiments,- -~ -

1t is for England -2 very valuébléz fad— .

vantage, that of having its wool at 4c,

50, and 60 per cent. cheaper than other -

countrics,

of GrREaT BrITAIN, &C. ‘83'.1] |

countries, quality for quality. It is that '
alone which can in fome meafure ‘compen-

fate for the high price of work in ity of~

ten 3o per cent. dearer than abroad. The

" abundance then of its wool can alone keep:
it at fo low a price ; if the lownefs. of the

price occafions it to be fmuggled -over to.
foreign markets, it can be only the fu-
perfluous part of it. - What thofe markets
extrac by this means from us, 1'am‘con-
vinced, is for the moft part, for want of
quantity of their own, which they might
procuré ‘of their’ own fund, and growth.
This exportation diminifhes" then, in other:

~ countries, the multiplication of their- fheep,

more than it diminifhes the work of our
manufactures : The proof of which is, that' -
in thofe years, in.which the wool has born:
the loweft price, and doubtlefs the expars,
tation ‘of it ‘been, in' confequence, “the’
greater, the exportition of ‘our’ woollen:
{ftuffs has beerr found commonly the great=.
eft, according to. the. extratts. from the
cuftom-houfe books. - . .
We ought then to.guard againft all the
means which might enhance the price’ of
our wool; and, at the fame time, We;
ought to render the {muggling of it more’
difficult, that it may bear the higher price”
in foreign markets. We cuglit to opefi’
SR T Eb ‘ Nl
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all our ports to the irith wool, raw or

wxouoht, the point of time is favorable -

to it, ﬁnce our own wool has rifen twenty
per cent. . Our guard veflels, on ftation,
fhould .at the fame time redouble their
vigilance, for preventing any of the irith
craft {lipping by them, into foreign ports..
I will not anfwer that this liberty of im-
portation will abfolutely put an end to the
irith counterband : it was eaﬁer to hmder_
its getting footing, than it W1ll be to c:u.
ftroy it..

As to the general prohxbxtxon of ex-

a pomno englifh woel, it ought to- be for

ever. eontmued becaufe that alone it is,
whxcb can preferve to us the ineftinnable

. advantage of having the beft woal at fo

much a lower price than the other-markets.
of Europe, and that of felling our fuper~
ﬂulty ofP it to forezgners at the hxgheﬁ
price of thexr markets. . - .

Of the INTERNAL RicHES oftbeEAn'rH
MF.TALS, MARL, POTTER 5- EARTH,'
COALs, &c. e » ‘

Amonglt the - vanous treafures whlch
the earth contains in its bofom, gold and
filver are neither the firft, nor the moft
defirable riches :  gold and filver have re-

duced toa moi’c deplorable flavery their

' natural '

natural poffefiors, and the maﬁers of thofe

‘fhould find a treafure in his field, would

on- Lhe other: hberahtxes of nature to it:
‘on the iron:mines in moft of its. provinces,,

~of GreaT BR:TAIN, &C- 85

flaves, and of their: treafures, are not be-
come the more powerful for them: one
would think -that from that inftant the

Spaniards had loft all Apirit of induftry,
all aptitude for work, as a laborer who

quit his plough for ever. If England pof-

fefles any.of ‘thofe fatal mines, it is to be

withed they may remain for ever unknown
it

Entﬂand ouoht to fec a greater value

as well -as in Ireland : the coppet ones in
Staﬁ'ordﬂnre, Lancafhxre, Cornwall, &ec.
the leaden ones in"abundance in the ner-
thern and weftern provinces, as well as in
Scotland : the tin ones in Devonﬂnre and
Cornwall SN :
But the mines of Whlch EnOIand ought‘
chiefly to boaft, either from her poflefling,
them in greater ‘plenty than any other na-
tion, or from her excellmc them all m thev
ufc the makes of them, are |
~The Mare,’ of which fhe poﬁéﬁés fo,.
many different forts, that' theére is no kind'
of land fhe cannot fertilize by means’ of
them. The experiences fhe has made of
them, ﬁncc the m[‘toratxon of acnculture,
- are °
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are W"BOUC number, and the fuecefs of which appeared: to'me to have been for-:

“them is daily extending ; as for example,
in the county of Norfolk. |

"Her FuLLer’s EARTH, fo vaIuab!e for
the drf*(ﬁng her' woollen-ftuffs, “that the
- exportation of it has been forbidden, under
the fame penakles, as that of her wool :
this earth, the perfeé‘tei‘t of all, and fuch
as neither Holland nor France pofTefs any’
like it, deferves'a partlcular defcription.

It is found near Ryegate in Surrey, near
- Maidftone in the county of Kent, near
Nutley in Suffex, near Wooburn™ in Bed-
fordﬂnre, near Brickhill in Staﬁ‘”ordﬂnre,
in the ifle of “ky in Scotland.

I have feen it dug for between Brickill
and Wooburn; in a great heath, that ex-
tends over feveral hillocs that are full of

“The hole at top was a broad open-
mg, hollowed downwards in form of an
inverted cone, for the piop of the earth,
and upon the fide of one of thofe * hl“OCS,
fo as to let one fee the color, and thick -
nefs of the feveral beds of fand, under
which lay the fuller’s-earth, about fifty or

fixty foot deep from the furface of the

aperture. The grouml or thls furface,

whxch ‘

~* In the county of Surrey, the earth is. hollowed
mto pits liké wells; of which the fides are fup

ported like thofe of the coal mines.

b

i

i

‘about nine or ten foot thick ; -after which,’

fiftences, mixed with- reddlfh ftreaks of
" the color of thofe veins in iron-mines :

 three foot -of grealy fzmd mixed with red- "

- 10r this. earth, W1th a pick-ax, earn about’

merly cultivated, was.of poor, and cinder-"
colored mold, from. five or fix inches to:
a foot deep, beneath which was 4" layer, "
or firatum of . fine reddith yellow fand,.

for thirty or forty foot, were feveral ﬁmm
of white and grey fand of wvarious con-:

lower there was:a {tratum .of from two to:

difh earth and veins :' then.a foot’s depth-
of- earth, “moderately uncttious 3 laftly the
earth perfc&ly fat, and pure -for about”
feven to cight foot. “This bank " of earth"
diftinguithed  into’ ‘different ftrata, by hari-
zontal. crevices -about a foot and: a half
from one. anathers the fituation of thefe
banks wpon:an homzental plan, -and" Veﬁy
equal, form a regular: difpofition, - which
commontly in-all forts of beds, - or: ftrata. of
earths, or mines, indicates a great extent
of them. Near; and round the mouth of :
the pit; are fome chalk-hills fit to-make
mortar of : the ground above. is ~about -
five or fix inches thick, fome part of it is
cultivated, and yields a good enough pro-.
duce. The workmen employed in-digging

ten
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) t'eﬁ"pence a day":(»l Aols)  twe e o
-0 pence a day (19 fols) two men- only -
- are fufficient to dig, and load 2 cart with
oL oufand weight in one day : which load
ﬂ?; on the fpot is commonly valued at -
4 Tlh'l"?gs (gr?h‘?fs, and 12 fols.) o
This' earth itfelf is of a preenifh orav:
 the color of which fades fn the air © ghe
d?'\?iée g!‘_‘gg{gffp{r is jngoderatei y firm, "eém; |
LLvided into-pieces by the pick-a s e
-(E!fles,, i b ccomes aS;,}']hard'Pal'sc kc:élle?s lt
o :1 squal;;y un@uous, and full of nitre O?IID,’.
o ot diffolve in water, unlefs it s well
o ‘ed B the fediment formed from it, when,
very friable, and may be reduced between.
gg \ zﬁ_ﬂhgef‘s 1nto an almoft im pa];ab?g t“:fvirj '
of ’tht ‘aﬁ{fecms to lofe itfelf in the gores-k
e fkin, without any appearance of
o s . C. ~"..["hlS' powder viewed  with e
y crolcope 1s1-d::111-c010red’, “‘opaque an§
| .isl-;ljot_ the ghtter“ ofa;ﬁmdy.pargicle‘s’f.,f
ielf ties that render it fo fit to infinvate:
ab? ZBm'to‘ ,the pqr,esﬂ of the wool, and ?t e,u
o St without offending che
tions of it, e ot vielent fiic
* The Porrers-Earts, fi to
o oo POTTERS-LARTH, fit to make to-
o o & s the e propr,
put rarely in the fame perfetion, being fub..
Je& to be mixed with particles of §§§ fuib,;
 the
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the pit, it is greenifh,. foft to the touch,
and flippery like foap. The perfecteft {ort
is fodnd in Northamptonthire; alfo near
Poole in Dorfetfhire, and in the ifle of
Wight ; and is fold in London to twenty

| fhillings the Ton. The exportation of it

is alfo prohibited.. S R
Coavs. Their fubftitution to wood. in

almoft all the ufes for which fire is necef- -
fary, naturally ftarts the queftion 3 what
has England gained by the change ? She
has certainly gained, at leaft that immenfe

track of land before covered by thofe
forrefts which furnifhed their confumption

in firing. In place thep of thofe woods,

not very favorable' to the encreafe of peo-
ple, from the {mall number of men they
employ, ' fhe now poflefles fertile fields,
and rich pafturages: - and the corn and
wool fhe obtains from them, are fo much
clear gain to her.-
~ Thofe forrefts, though vaft and nume-
rous, in the reign of W illiam the Con-
queror, the moft part of them without
mafters, and then become Crown lands 3
thofe commons free for “cattle, - without.
other laws adapted or belonging to them,
than what were relative to. the preferva-
tion . of the game, had nothing to expect

‘from time, and confumption, but a ne-
' o ceflary
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ceffary deftruction, in the midft of a coun-

try, where the reft of the |

efpecially thofe of iron, in tl

Warwick, Staﬁ‘”ord,Wor_cei‘ter,' Monmouth,

Shropthire, and Suffex, have forwarded

nearly the total ruin of the woods. Their
- exorbitant price firft gave warning of their
{carcity, and of the neceflity of preferving
- what remained, for the fake of the thip-
ping, and buildings.

land and Scotland, have ftood i _
Mtead  for Ireland itfelf, which was for-
merly as well as England, abounding in

aaks the moft efteemed forrfhip-buﬂ'ding,‘} )

has been at the fame time, and for the
fame reafons fo exhaufted of them, as to
be reduced to get all its tiimber for build+
ing from Norway, England, and elfe-,
where, - likewife bark - for tanning; nay
has been obliged to fell hides in the- raw
to- Holland, - Germany, and" Flanders o
through want of ‘materials at home ‘to tan’
ﬁh'em".r ERE SN S N e

~ The mines, and chiefly thofe of irony
for which the coal-fire is too flow, have
fele the fearcity of wood, We draw an-

nually

ands were open,

and in common for the moft part; with=
out fences, or liberty to enclofe them, =
_The working of the different mines, and

1€ counties of

‘ ';;In'zthefe; circums
ftances the Coal-mines, fpread over Eng.

n great
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nually from Sweden for above fa;l?:r;ogisl
ferling (or 4,600,000 livies) o on Bt
without reckoning the ftee e f our colos
o it s s of s e
nies were encouraged enougl :d“‘ 0 enao ¢
them to fapply the three kxf ng »0 , iy
what they want, 1in fows_r of :ytqurf p -
La'uTyiiéi“aBundance of wood 1n »ﬁthqfec 5:0?}3;
tries renders the thing poﬂé‘tz)lgé | :nadvan'é-
operation would produce 3 dou i
cage ﬁin:.e}ctending:.the glear_ance;. km"or.e:
ia%d;, “and making - that .»».countg:nofbe_
healthful: but as our wood Wog‘mta ey
fufficient to reduce.‘thq»fe \ fiwfs't"wodld el
and:qther forms of iron work, i "
fitting- to  propofe a recompence.

ever-fhould difcover the fecret of ‘making

it from 1, the

hean. a5 we get it from abroad, the

. cheap, as we. get 1t irom adroa e
?:0: ; iemg)’l bars, with a :caalﬁx\:e, | e1thelrmg§ |
n‘xiicing different forts together, or ja .

to it a portion of’ wood-coal only; by

which means. one might -,;at»oneté %1;";35
the deftruction.of the forrefls, 3}? f fates
g i hofe (e, whole s
A mirigs’;lanig: Ooof i.ci)ajiéi extend to
© Then wou the e .‘__.v feoe - ANRESS
all F'I;mr" wants, for our buildings,. ?:‘ﬁ“r‘;ef
.%Iéfs;wor‘ks; brick-kilns, galt-gigséifferent
Y ~ As there are duicger
ries, brewerics, &c. A o forts
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forts of coal, one might choofe that which
is the fitteft for: the- employ defigned for

it Ie may by fire be - purged of the bi-

tumen, and {ulphur, in its compofition, fo
that lofing to two thirds of its weight, ‘and
very little of its volume, “it:remains a
~combuftible- fubftance, + but freed from
the particles which exhale that difagreeable
and inconvenient fmoak which js objected
to it - Derby is the firft town which fub-
Atituted to firaw, the ufe of this half.con-
fumed coal, to dry malt, which has given
to its ale that whitenefs and mildnefs,  for
which it is fo efteemed.. I¢ ought alfo to
- be ufed in thofe kilns defigned: for dtying,
~any corn fufpeéted of damp, -on the point
- But England has gathered from: this naw
- tural wealth, - by her man ;
ity an advantage far fuperior to- the poffefs
fion itfelf, .Th ree of her ports, that [ie
~ neareft to her principal coal-mines, White.-
- haven, Newcai’de;and' Swanfey in Wales,
are._becomes the magazines from which
England and Ireland draw their confump-
- tion: Newcaftle furnithes -a]] the Eaftern;
coaft, as low as Portfmouth 5 - Swanzey
the Weftern coaft to Devonthire, and parts
M S ~-adjacent §

.

+ Cinders.

L daMege L

5

e

nner - of -enjoying;
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djacent 3 and Whitehaven, lrel: ot erme
ﬁ;?ee‘?branch; of commerce does:not em-

| t ' ‘ lels, from
. ploy lefs than fifteen ,hundred.vqffc , from
- Elﬁﬁnlgfsectih?g two hundred tons, and keeps

up a body ~of feamen, rep uted ﬁti}rlle a;lilcei
of their profeffion, who on pred ﬁ;g re: refd
fource. || Tthe Thames alone dif ré - and.
oals it ‘receives through Lon pe n
Cl?a S roviﬁées;f:_thef other: _ny_er.s;that Tun
o 5]3* fea, ferve refpedively in propor=
mto eéch ?of.‘ftheir,:courfe.z ‘ «Otheramgmgs. ‘
et FI(_)‘dnddh"i have not been fuffered to ﬁ
ooened. for fear of diminifhing that brancly
glf??nma’ritimey commerce,  the. {'c{l}l]os dvyg |
failors, and ;:-.nurferyt‘)f;:)&;r'g 2?1%1 : olory of
hich is: the true AR S
X\l;mr}xlatif)nthe l{_icahes .thus -multiphied have

deferved to thofe mines the. ap pcuatlon()f

. the black Indiesx .

of Frsmmaizs.

‘, Amongft the different fith, with which

3 Ara - 5 on .
nature has enriched our waters, t‘hc\v f almon

I If to this article is added the pusberiof feff
fcls employed in .‘the;W.‘%t‘e",'g‘,m?}g;g "Wi?i be found.
orn, fullers-earth, falt, &c. there mdred thou-
C;ng‘af‘glsgzraté 'cglcula’tions above 2 hundred tho
u g ;

\ Jland - alone,
{and failors. for the coaft-trade of England -alone,
anda > : )
from port to port.
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of Berwick and Newcaitle,. the Colcheﬂ:erv |
oifters, the Yarmouth and Leoftoff her:

rings,  hold the moft confiderable rank :
but ong would think that, as if contented
with our other articles of wealth, we had
not thought of improving this. advansaga
beyond our heme-confumption. ;... .
The Scotch were the firft, and fole g f~
feffors of the herring-fithery :  this fith de»
fcends by Shetland to their coafts, and
from thence to ours. The Dutch: then
- pretended no other right to:it; than that
of buymrr the ﬁih of thﬁm, 10 fcll it
again. Wt
“The firlt aét we- have concermno- thxs
fithery, is in the thirteenth year of the
reign of Edward. 11 134%; which rreca-
pitulates {everal wife, dlfp()ﬁztl()ns -made by
his grandfather in shis point: It is. ealy
to dlﬁ:ovu, by a comparifpn of this.Ad
- with the Statutes of the Dutch, that thefe
have profited from -it. Their fithery at
Enchuyfen did not begm to be in any re-

‘putation. till the year 1416, or. at moft :

I 1397, ‘that they found out. the fecret. of
curing, and barrelling them. . ..
~Their commerce: havmg fince - then en-
creafed, - their fithery grew too limited
upon thcxr own coafts, and they foon ex-
tended it to. ours, and. ,We . very quictly

| ; - faw

*:gzm Bl o e e o Ao i = gt
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faw them eftablifh the cafts’ of their nets
upon our own proper fitheries. - So early
as the year 1610, Sir Walter Raleigh gives
~an account, which was not falfified by
that of John de Witte, ‘of the trade they
drove ‘to Ruffia, Germany, Flanders and
France, in herrings caught on the enorhfh
feotch, and irith coafts, to the yearly
mount -of 2,659,000/ fterl. (61, 157,600
livres) This fingle article, fo early as in
thofe days, employed three thoufand vef~
fels or buffes, in that fithery, and fifty
thoufand tfhermen; without reckoning nine
thoufand -other fthips, or: {mall craFt and
one hundred and fifty thoufand men em-
ployed in the commerce of this fith, and
in other branches of trade whxch thm hfhery |
occafioned. ~
Qur indolence’ has fuﬁ'ered thefc peop
to enjoy our own property, and to enrich
themfelves, at our expence, to above the
- amount of an hundred millions fterling,
Nor is it but fince  this epoch that the
“naval force of Holland ever made any fi-
gure.  Even now, that her power has re-
ceived fuch great blows, that branch of
~ her commerce is of all others that whxch |
has fuffered the leaft. |
A ftate of their hcrrmg-ﬁfhery in 1748
reprefents a Lhoufand veffels empl;oycd‘ |
: rom
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from' 70 to ‘100 tons, ‘and eftimated 85
tons at an- average: the total of thenr

fithery, computed at 85,000 LAf’c*
201 ﬁerlmg per Laﬁ
s =

Dedu& for the ﬁttmo

e 700,0001 ﬁerl

~out and building the ( i 850;000 SREEE
‘1000  buffes, coﬂ:s, A e L
\ charges, and rifks ~J. e
‘Neat profit per annum - 8505600 R
If you add the profit® -
~ of the cod- -fithery col- P ‘-150 ooo

laterally camed on

Makes | 1.ooo oool ﬁerl

F:fhermen 14per each
cbufs — o —
Men employed on the i
| obcaﬁon of the ﬁ g 86,‘0‘0’0” e

‘ Men —

14,ooo men

xoo ooo

Hltherto out eﬁ"orts have been either:
Weak or unfuccefsful, in all the attempts
we have made towards recovering advan-
tages too long negleéted, and abanfioned
When we have fet up our pretentions, in
oppoﬁtlon to the Dutch of an - exclufive

L R rxcrht

% Laftis 2 tons.
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right of fithing-on our own coafts, ta'right

‘asinconteftable -as ‘that of reaping alone-the
harveft of our own fields:: “what -has: been
~the. effe& of - our ‘remonftranges,~and our

pretenﬁ@ns 2 Two great and leanned: trea=
tifes on the D@mmxon .of " the - Sea  were

written by Selden,. and Grotius:; - the:que-

{tion -has ‘remained “undecided, -and: the

Dutch have :continued - in poffeﬂion. pRE

“In the mean time, there .has .a. new |
Company formed -itfelf, for the herring-
fithery, in virtue of an act of Parliament,

*but its projects, and even its progrefs, thow

that this eftablithment is -in .its infancy.

Ttis propofed to open a new market for
“our heérrings in -our colonies.. .

They have
given -out three prizes of 15, 20, and. 30l
fterlmg for thofe buffes which fhall. have
made-the greateft take of fith. They value
themfelves on having this year expended
three thoufand pounds. fterling  in. nets:
they propofe fending next year fixty buffes, -

and three; thoufand men on the herring,
and whale fitherics, whilft but the laft Sep-

tember, there were counted above five hun-

“dred foreign veflels fithing on the coafts of
Yarmouth, whilft even french fithermen
| came thlthcr o dlﬁurb our own. .

Wha

h ‘»;‘jx.jn;aerTchaa;es;:,;; -
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‘What ﬁgmﬁes ‘our- having the moft
powerful marine in the univerfe > What

fignifies maintaining at fo great an expence

two hundred men of war, mounted with
ten thoufand guns, if we are not £ven

mafters enough to fith freely on our own

proper coafts, and if we are difturbed on
them, by who? by fuch as have not the
leaft right to interfere on them. .

It was towards the year 1597, that the

Englith havmg difcovered the ifle of Spilef- -

bergen in Greenland, were the firft who
durft attempt the ﬁfhmg for the whales
they had obferved in thofe feas: they were
quiet pofleflors of this trade till ‘1612,

that the Dutch, according to their lauda-
ble cuftom, came to ﬁﬂ1 on thofe very
coafts, with fome englith fithermen whom

they had’inveigled over to them for that
purpofe. They were at firt molefted :

but in 1617, having returned in force,

they revenged themfelves, by taking an
englith- thip with her lading from that

| ﬁfhery, and the Englith fuffered it: This .

matter of right to ‘the fithery was treated
of between’ the two nations, nothing was
decided, and the fithery was continued on
both ﬁdes, ‘upon the coafts of the faid

ifland : foon after, the Danes, the Ham-~

burghers, the French thc Spamards, croud-
T ed
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-ed thither to come in for their. fhare of

advantage in this fithery ; the whales quit-
ted thofe parts, our eftablifhments on thofe
iflands became of -no ufe, and the ﬁfherys
was almoft entirely deferted by us.. - |
In the mean time, we buy of the Dutch
our whalebone and train oil:. our wants
have .produced with us no other than tardy

- or too weak efforts: we are to this day

under a neceffity of propofing preemiums
for  the encouragement of this fithery..
Within thefe five or fix years there have
been from eight to ten fhips fitted out
from Edinburgh ; whilltin 1675 to 1721
the Dutch fent thither 6995 veflels, which

- took 32,908 whales, and the fithery was

worth to them fourteen mxlhons ﬂ:erlmg
(322 ‘millions of livres.) |
In fhort, that we might be able to boaﬂ:" |
that foreigners held from us their greateft
fitheries, either by ufurpation, or concef-
fion, not contented with having given up

to the French a duty of 5 per cent. to

which they had fubmitted, in order to ob-
tain the permiffion of fithing for cod, we:
have left them, by the 13th article of the
Treaty of Utrecht, the liberty of fithing
upon- the coafts of Newfoundland ; we

' havc cedcd to them the ifland of Capu-
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Breton, a fithery quite new, in exchange
~ for that of Newfoundland ~which was ex-
hau{‘ted, | 'we have permitted them to fifh,
and cure. their fifh- upon' our ifland, wuh-
out referving to ourfelves ‘the. fame pr1-
vxlege at Cape-Breton. - g
~Qur - blindnefs “is. equal to our’ Weak-

nefs + Nations, friends-and enemies to us,

have ‘we fuffered to :enrich themfelves at
our: expence, as if we were ignorant that
‘the fifheries are the nurferies of feamen,
and that that Power which has the moft
numerous marine employed in the fithing-

craft, muft virtually have at the: fame txme '

’the moi‘c formldable Marme. AT

u Nexther in Hlﬁory, nor in any Pubhc.a&s, is’
~ to be found any mention of this pretended duty

of g per cent. which is deftitute of all probabi-
; hty, fince the French have ever fithed ‘on the banks

of Newfoundland ‘without oppoﬁuon, or. contrary '

retentxon on the part of England.

"~ As to the Ifland of Cape-Breton, the word tea’e
~ is at leaft an improper expreflion, fince before, and
after the Treaty of Utrecht, the French were m
e und1fputed poﬁ'eﬂion of Cape Bxeton. v

. ;\ IIL AD'. . b, .
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from the. ConsTiTuTION, of 7ts Gow

 VERNMENT, ' of  all: prmaples t/ae ﬁ?ﬁ,
cmd tlye moﬁ fmztful e

N encreafe of People, a ﬁor1fhmcr
cultivation, a powerful: Marine, an.

“ exte’nﬁ'v"e trade could not have-been efta~

* blithed, nor fupport themfelves but with

lant Government.

the. help of the wifeft laws, and of a vigi-
In other States, thefe
laws; and this-adminiftration may be the
work of particular legiflators, of different.
minifters, to. whom the Revenue,. the
Marme, ‘Trade, may be féverally com=

mitted & 1n England thefe.fo. important -
interefts are fure to be treated of and dif+

cuffed in the general Council of the Na-.

tion, - reprefented by its deputies from- all
its provinces; chofen inseveiy order. Such
an affembly muft naturally. make the wifeft
laws, -and the moft conformable to the

gerteral intereft of the Natxon, upon all

1efe objecls. ~
» When -a whole Nation has before it to
deeqde -on .the nature of impofitions, and

the-neceffary fupplies for the charges, -and

wants of the State; it will certamly choofe

thofe taxes which will fallewith ‘the moft
s equa-_

Fs
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| eqﬁalit_y, and confequently with the leait

weight upon each of its members.
It can never happen that one part of

the fubjeéts can exempt itfelf from  the

common contribution, - by privileges, by

immunities annexed to certain profeffions
acquired' by money, or ufurpation: the
fubjects, upon whom they would feek to
throw a part of the burthen, would have

a credit, as well as an intereft, in oppofing

. their encroachments, =~

~The land owners, whether n'oblevmekn»ox"}v .

commoners, of whom fome even keep
lands in their own hands, will oppofe, in

- Parliament, the eftablifhment of any over-

burthenfome land-tax, which might mife
the price-of the produce of the earth, even

A

o materi,a“lég ‘and means of trade. -

"The ftates of the imports, and: exports,
compared with' thofe’ of the 'cuftoms of
entry, ‘and- exportation, will fhow what is
the proportion: of -thefe cuftoms, - which is

~to the point. -of ftopping the confumption
The merchants, and dealers, will watch
from intereft, that'the overftraining of any
taxes on- the ¢onfumption.of commodities,
may fiot carry to an exceffive price, the:

beft adapred to ‘the ?"adgvainftage%‘ of trade:

L
i Lk

i e b
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the Nation can neither deceive, nor be de=
ceived, fince it may annually order thofe
ftates to be laid before it, in full: Par-
One fingle man will not be charged -

~with the weight of the -adminiftration of

the Revenue, its various operations, its.;
reflources upon State-emergencies: projects
will: not have for minifters; - and:;au-tlhorsf,
any particular fet, whom a private interett -
may infpire: it muft be the whole Nation -
that fhall imagine them : they n}uﬁ; -be
propofed to the whole nation, and its exa~ -
mination will be the lefs liable to error.
~ And as nothing requires: more intels.
“ligence, .nor more -particularly affeCts.-the:
national intereft, than the juft co.xpx.nenfué;_ B
ration; and the faithful apppropriation of:
the fums allotted to the_neceflary expences,
of ‘the Navy, : the:Ordinary and Extraor-
dinary of War, . and the. fubfidies payed tg:
foreign countrits,. it will not be_one mi-,
pifter alone, or any fet of .minifters for,
each department; that. will ‘regulate; the;,
fums proper to:affign to each of thefe ob-
je&s. It will be the Nation itfelf that will

Judge of -the: different. requifites ; -t will

notbeftow -a. miftaken: preference on one.
part. ahove another : - its forces maintained,
by fea, and land, in a juft equilibrium,
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will ‘not grow out of ‘compafs, the one at

~ the expénce of the other. - The -military
Matine, will not clath with the - trading
Marine : an exaé harmony will refult from
the impartial diftribution of its favors, and
proteétion. In fine, for-afcertainment.that

-the fums: afligned have been faithfully ap-
plied to their deftination, the Nation may;

‘at pleafure, demand an account of their

expenditure. . oo
- ‘There are who find fault with the mani-
feftation to which. this form- of - governs
ment expofes our forces, and power to the

eyes of foreigners: but this js doubtlefs

enly ia ‘reafon: the more, to engage us to
be :always in fuch d-condition, as.not to

fear -the .appearing :®gher. than what we -

- really.are, -Moreover, this publicity of our
- forces; and. revenue, 1§ .extreamly advans
tageous:in regard to"the body of ‘the Nas

tiom: ‘%,Ig' 8. the lefs expofed tobe itfelf '

deceived with:refpect to its own. condition:
the Bublic credit is -the: more folid . for ity
. being equally preferved from a falfe cons

fidence that: might.ruin it, and'from a falfe

diffidence. which might. diforder,  .or keep

it always: weak. - 1 in w0

i

+The. Merchants .demands inwthe diffes

rent branches of tradey: the encouragement
of which any.of them may ftand in need,
e Cwill

* ““The Statutes, ‘and ‘regulations neceffary-
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will be fléid before members 'ofPa‘rl{iament?;.-
who ‘are themfelves merchants,. or who,"

" whatis better yet, have left off ithe being -

{o, and are confequently the more capable

to decide without partiality, but v;vith;‘knowa
ledge, in favor of the general intéreft -of

trade, and not: of the ‘private intereft: af
traders, which may often be  in oppofition
tO T, nior cineloaroon o :

oy ‘A""j’“ .

for the advancement of the Marine," of the
national revenue, of culture, "'of‘.‘»‘pppul’a»;
tion, of the employment of individuals,

propofed to Parliament, " will eafilysfind’in

a body ofsabove “feven hundred membersy:
which compofe the: two Houfes, ‘a number:

of fubje&s well-informed in each matters

feveral particular contmittees charged ‘withs
the -digefting and modelling the lawsy
will” prevent “the flownefs, »and difordery
uravoidable “in the difcuffion - of:. certain
‘matférs ina gcn'-eral' Cbm‘mitcee;‘% | nafree f
affembly, - entitled to' decide on fuch ini-
portant objeéts, talents, ‘merit, probity,
have a fair ftage on which to difplay them-
felves, ‘in- the fulleft light.” Emulation,
Patriotifm, will raife and form great:men;
in all kinds, give them ‘reputation, and
reproduce new: fubjects every feven years. °

L
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eis ealy to conceive, to feel the advan-
- tage of fuch a gavernment over the admi-.
- niftration of one man for all the parts, or

for one part alone. Yet the judgments.

evenof a nation may not be exempt from:
error: but it will be eafier to reform that:
error, “than the error of a fingle perfon,,

~ becaufe a nation has neither: the: intereft,,
nor the falfe pride of defending its errors:
befides, a fingle man is enough to open
the eyes of a.whole nation, and any one of
thofe feven hundred members has a chance
to be that man. . . .
- Though the  reprefentatives of the na-
tion are renewed every Parliament,; its pro-
Je€ts for the public -welfare will not. be
limited by a particular feafon, or by pri-.

vate views : it muft have an intereft, and

adtivity ever conftantly uniform. In thort,
weaknefs, ignorance, treachery',f or. indo-_m
lence, are faults far lefs tq be prefumed in,
the Council of a nation which governs it-
felf, than in the adminiftration of a fingle.
A ftate of war being the moft directly
oppefite to the happinefs of the people,
the Nation will think lefs of extending
its conquefts, than its trade. The protec-
tion of its commerce will be the moft na-
- tural object of its wars: it muft dread the
R ST having
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having a king fond of the 'charg&er pf a
conqueror, as it muft fear its. liberty be-
coming at length one of his conquefts. . A
long peace will not to fuch a-State, be

" attended with the fame inconveniencies, as
“to thofe whofe conftitution  1s. :‘m.xl}ttaray{‘.
" If misfortune, or a neceffity of circum-

ftances drags ‘the Nation into ‘*;inevétaélﬁ |
wars, at leaft, -ever. clear-fighted on:uts -
tive interefts, it will have the power: of
fetting limits to the martial humor ;;Qf a8
king, or to the cabals which a minifter,
or a powerful party may make againft a
peaces e L e L

" But fo beautifull an harmony may be
fpoi_ltt by corruption : I fay it to our

hame, [ fay it with grief, .o

'~ Venalis Populus, venalis Curia Patrum.

Tt is in vain that to guard -agai_n& thiff'_e;“’mgkpe
eafy, and lefs _exp:r}ﬁvcfco‘;‘_ruptlon‘, in *93&
“of a perpetual Parliament, - the.duration af -
each "has been fixed at moft for: feven

years: the King may always buy votes ip

_eleGtions, and fuffrages in Parliament : . He

may attach o himfelf Lords, whofe eftates

“have a right to fend feveral members to.
" Parliament. . €Commoners, who fhall have
vigoropfly defended the rights of the Nas
tion, when called by the King to the Howke -
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- .of Lords, -will tye up ‘their - tongues, -as -a
‘pricesof their new dignity, .or will .make
& fhamelefs: proftitution: of their. eloquence
‘i favor of the Court: - But, as:it is only
‘with the Nation’s money,: that the King
.can:. purchafe; -againft. itfelf, . the votes of

itsimembers,.otight:not that reflexion alone
to':open iits eyes.on the:danger .of . grant-
Jing::fupplies “of wealth ito . the ‘King, of
~which: the abufe may_be_ fo. pernicious- in
~ hishands ? ; Can it ever be poflible .that .a
- whole!Nation affembled fhould be fo blingd-
~ed. as.itfelf .to fell the liberty: and. property
- of every fubject in it? Or, in thort, was
the corruption of the members who repre-

fent it to'arrive at fuch excefles, would it -

not then happen, that, by a forced revolu-
tion, the Nation . would thake off a yoke

@ neceflary diforder, | the " firft order’ of

- things fhould  take - birth. again? -much,

- as_in the beft conftituted ‘body, if péccant

humors .grow to-a head with time, the
meafure -of them - being come to fulnefs,
the diftemper declares itfelf, - breaks out,
- and the patient can only be faved by a vio=
' lﬁnﬁ’c,’?ﬁﬁs&f i | ST s
v+ But. 1o call off my reflexions from this |
fubject; and turn them!to a more agreeable
ong,' 1 thall briefly touch on the cffect of

- this

tion O‘K; ' e et

Of the Powzr of our CONSTITUTION it
o 0. 2

R
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‘this' Conftitution” of our Gevernnient; on
the Genius and- Public-fpir

it ‘of the Na-

e fa’§ 53

" determining_the minds of the Peoplé " tg-
- wards the Public welfare., [~

/v The ambition of arriving at the: honor,
-and-diftinction which accompany’the qua-

ity of Member of-Parliament, throws.into
_all orders of men a noble emulation, and

capable of the greateft effects. Every fub-

jeét. may reafonably afpire to this honor,
‘even; to that.of fitting-in the :__.Hpujfc ;—;O‘f

Y.
3

" giving one’s votes at. elec:

" “The right. o

. tions,. the. qualifications. for; being. chofen
reprefentatives of Shires; Cities, - and Bo—

_roughs, are determined: according to- dif=

ferent Acts, by propetty refpectively; fo

N . : 3. y * ’(-
that: whilft. a. -man encreafés  his ,fqratgne,

he ‘rn;ay?,:.éhcr.café; theﬁlevatl@n@fhls : Pre* -
fenkions.®. i s

¢ P

-

©.* Let us forget, for an inftant, the abqfq_s of
cbnrupt;io.n,jeit,her in the perfon of th¢ gg}n@xdatg
who bribes. his voters, or in the perfon of him who
‘has a right to give his vote in ,e'leé’qo_‘ns_:ﬁ abufes
which will never: be remedqu, but bytﬁxx‘;ng at a
higher rate, the property of thofe who have that _ngl;;

N i S AL o
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- A Merchant, a fubject in eafy circum-
ﬁances, living on his eftate, may be mem-

“ber of Parliamerit, equally with a Peer of
the realm, if he has three hundred, or fix

hundred pounds fterling a’ year, to qua-

lify hind to be member' of a Town, or bo-
rough, or to be Knight of the Shite: and
fhall fit in*the Houle of Commons; with
the fons of Peers, who, like him, may be
mhembers -of that' Houfe. This equality it
is, fair daughter of Liberty, which can
alone preferve to Commerce its honor, and
infpire to thofe who profei% it,” an efteem
for their condition,. and' a'nobility : of fen-
~ timents which will for ever form the di-
| ﬁméhve charatter of a Britith Mérchan¢.
- The Luords can have no contempt for
thc ufefull profeﬁions of “their fellow fub-
 jebts, who are their equals, when aﬁ‘emblgd
- to regulate the public affiirs of the nation s
. they: will- tshmk it no difhonor to reckon
'j amengﬁ ¢heir -andeftors, -
: mcn m trades, mercers, grocers, brewers,
: | ' drapers,

V of vﬁrtx l—% “the 40 ﬂumngs a yéar frechold,’ ﬁxed ,

undér Henry VI. ‘weré’ nearly eqmvalent to 207,
Rerling ‘a year, prefent custency. This freehiolder
of ‘201, per annum,’ ‘would be in‘a condition, and
probably of morals lefs fufceptible of corruption, .
or at leaft would fell ham’fei? dearer, whxch woul&
come to the fame thmg B

menchants, or

T A o S o T s i 2 S S e
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drapers, taylors, 8cc. who have givern: to
their families, names preferved on record,
decorated with the dignities- of Lord~
Mayor, Matter of the Rolls; Privy-coun-

cellor, Chancellor, Earl, &c. They: may:
themfelves enter into- trade : theif childreni

“may be fent to ‘the compting-offices’in the

City, there to Jearn-commerce, -or at leaft
totry to get fome rich hexrefs; eithér with
the. confent..of. her parents, or- only wuh

her own, in clandeftine marriage.

Thus the trader will not be- obhgeﬂ to

feek in other counsries-for honets, -or di- -

ftin&ions : he may become a: knight by

~his. Majef’cy’s grace and .favor, .or:by means

of money, and. that, without- renouncing
trade, becaufe trade isin honor: thus cons
ditions and ranks will not tend to confus

- fion:  the fubjedts-who have defeived well

of their. country. will. receive- fignal nes
wards,-but thofe fuitable, and confoim to
the fervices' they, fhall have wendered; .or

- which are: cxgeé‘ted from them. The Duke

of. Marlbomugh and. Grefham 1 have*each
a ftatue; the ope raifed on a high column
in.front of  a magnificent palace, which it
fclf was a p;refmt werthy of thc hex:oe, an:f

Lond

+ A celobraed Merchant il the: Rergn onee&
Ehzabeth. :
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of the Nation+' the other placed lefs pom-

‘poufly in: the:Royal Exchange at London ;

the flatge of the General is: ere@ed in the

‘midft of the privacy of a country retreat,

fequeftred from the eyes of the Nation,: in
~ the folitude of an; immenfe: park : ‘whilft
that! of Grefhami ftands-in the midft of
his fellow-citizens; ‘a5 if to-fhow ‘that his
example 'isi:the mofk; preferablé’ one;> and'
“that which the Nation has the "greateft in-
- Ina Conftitution 'where every fubjet

‘has, " or-iagines -that ‘he hds, 4 “fhare‘in

the Govérnment, ‘every: fubject. Willy"! ded

~gording to:his eapacity,: concérn hirfelf in
the public affairs. - Fhence- that-multitudé
of writings o all mattersthat relate o
_the: Public : and which - evéry' man may.
ftudy at:the-fountain-head, in ‘the collé&ion
of Aéts of Parliament, -that pretious der
- pofite of the “wife refolutions of the Nad
tion: it is the fubjeét’s univerfal book
the debates; and difeuffions - of which thofe
laws ‘are: often the occafion, are for- our
Youth," the. fchdol of Reafon, Liberty;
“Patriotifmi - OQur greateft geniufes, Bacen;
- Raleigh, Newton; Locke,’ ‘Temple, have
~not difdained to write on Trade, - Ex-
change, Coin, the National Debts, &c.
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~ Child, Petty, Mun, Davenant, King, Gee, -
&ec. have extended our knewledge of thofe -

articles. - Upon Agriculture;-and Natural

Hiftory, we have our Evelyns, Bradleysy

Millers, Tulls, &c. So many new writings
which are every. year poured-upon us; upon
the fame matters, and which for th‘e.‘n‘foft-
are only repetitions of the antient \-".(%)n‘gs“,f:
are not without effect and utility i they are
doubtlefs  bought -and read, finee they are
for everprinting. - Knowledge encreafes §
even' the mechanics gain -new lights -from
thc:rﬁ.; ‘they are not- with us, as in 'oth_ex*;'
countries, ‘mere machines, who give mo-
tion .to- other. machines. - Some of ‘them

even write themfelves, in a bad ftyle'no

doubt, but .gaod things, upon the ;tréidé
which  they: refpetively exercife with intel-
ligence, and diftinétion. - ¢

" 4

~In. a Government, where every fubjelt

may in the General Council of the Nationy

either by-himfelf, or fupported by fore

of the members of it; be the author of &

general Good ; a great-number of: fubjects
will be full of that fpirit: feveral private
perfons will do things worthy ‘of the Nas
tion itfelf, and" their aions ‘will ‘be di-

~reééed by the. principleS of the: Public-

Good. : ‘Great advantages- thefe which:oug

Conflitution; in which the Nation. watches

ERm ~ for
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114 Advantages and Difadvantages
~ for itfelf, has over an abfolute monarchy,
- in which the Monarch takes upon himfelf
to do every thing, in which the honor of
every thing redounds to the Monarch, in
~which all benefits, all encouragement can
come from no one but the Monarch,

- It has been faid that, with us Britons,
our love of our Country, was a defire, or
perhaps a pride natural for a nation which
governs itfelf, -to take in being happy, or
well governed.  Be this love of one’s

- Country whatever they pleafe, at .leaft its
effedts are not doubtfull, and multiply
without end in all the countries who have

~ the happine§s to live under ofr Govern«

T owe toIreLanp the juftice of men-
tioning her the firfl. Iris at Dublin that
the firft focieties formed themfelves, which
took for their - objet, the -advancement,
~and ftudy of -trade, of manufa@ures; and

of agriculture.. It is: alfo. they whofe fuc- ,\

cefs has been the moift eminent ;- it:is to

them. that are owing the elements. of the.
linnen-manufactury; whofe progrefles have

- This fociety has not: confined . itfelf to
this..finglé, object:- all .the arts, alli the
branches of commerce, and of agriculture,

- has it embraced: the generofity of the

~ members

R e P i o e 5
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members of it, and of the _Public,,.‘ha‘sy |
furnithed it with funds to =defray,~»thg_ ,
prizes, which it diftributes yearly to the.
number of fourfcore, or an hundred, and

to the amount of from 6 to 70942;;ﬁcrl;,(br e

14 to 16,000 livres.) . . o
* For ;::;am ple, there are prizes allotted,

| TO him who fhall have given the beaus

o tifulleft dye in-fearlet, or any other
ropofed color, to woollen; cotton,

filks, ftuf, &e.

TO him who fhall have the made the beft
carpet, Turky, or Tournay-fa ion.
. The beft new ftuff, after a pmgpfg:d»
oo patterme o e
.. The beft drawings for fluffs... -~
. The beft porcelain, - -

" The beft paper after the Dutch man- ‘,

ner..

T botcolos for g,

| TOhxm who fhall-have invented the moft. 0
..+ ufeful. machines fermanufa&ures, oo

;. agriculwres- o
TO .fgch mafters, or miftrefles, who fhall-
. have bred the beft apprentices in cer-
tain trades: as the beft cotton- or
o flax-fpinners, &c. ¢
TO: him »\_w?;ho fhall have colleéted, -or fold "
-+ sthe ‘mofk linnen-rags fg;s the paper




‘barrels of pitch,

TO hxm ‘who' fhall ha?é fown the mo{‘t‘:"

‘acres, above ‘a given numbet;* Wlth;
“turnips, trefoil, flax, &c.: | - oo

y T O him who fhall have planted the great-

~eft quantity of wi lowu, and trees. of
call forts, &c, Lo o

T O ‘him who fhall- have orown hops of
- the beft-quality. -

T O him® who fhall have dramed the moﬁ:

acres of malfh land and made it Va«-
~:luable, '

One private fubje& alone, Dr. Samuel

*MMadden has confecrated yea.rly to:fo laud-
“able an employ from 100:t0 1504 Hter-

ling (about 4000 livres)in d}fFerent prazes,

“Whl@h like the precedent ones, arevad-
Judged by the Dublin- -Society. : .
‘To encovrage | the emulatlon of the

mmpétators, they -havelaffigned firft,ifek

- ‘epndyand third prizes >to. ‘each objeé’t can
* emulation of which the fruitfulnels is not
-~ lefs'valuable, through'the number of work§

‘produced by pretentions to the prize,. than

to thofeiwho: -win it.- Several of the pre-
tenders  to:-it, contenit with:’ putely the

hororuofihaving ebtairled it, have retutned
- the:funralloteed, rowards augmentmg che

funds of the next'year, .\ .o iouo
v wEDIN-

116 Advantages. andz’\Dei'iththaores -
| _TO him - who ‘fhall have -made the m"&}

L
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EDINBU rcH has poffefled a like: Soctety,
to which it is that Scotland is-indebted for
the: wife: pro;eéhon of thofe means which
have encourage ed its linnen and ot:her a~

_nufa&umes, ‘and itsfitheries, ©* .7

It is about twenty years fince- this: tdwn :

invitéd, or gave reception to fome pro-
teftant famxhes, ‘which came: out of Picar-
- dy, and Flanders.
- in:lawns, or ‘cambricks, who brought thi-

ther the firft knowledge of this fabric." A

‘Thefe ~were workmen

peculiar quarter was affigned to them be-
tween the town and its port, compofed of

thirteen houfes,. in which they fettled thir-

teen french families. - This quarter was

“called Picardy from the name of its firft

inhabitants : they appointed-to each the

~ufe of a houfe forhimfelf, and heirs, thh‘
‘a fmall garden, a cow, and he was pro-
" vided with utenfils. -
~therto expenenced from that town, the

“This colony has hi-

proteCion, and affiftance which are deferv-

ed by ufefuyll: forelgners. It has maintained
itfelf ino nearly the fame .condition:" di-
- minithed only in one family, which went -

to feek an effablithment in London. Each

' of thefe families has thriven in proportion

to its induftry, and if. notwithftanding the

- eafe and .conveniencies - they enjoy, they -

yet. retam any regretfull remembrance of
oy thelr
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- theit @wn ungratefull country, Scotland Q “portant one towards the perfeCtion of ma-
| nufactures. ST e

renders  thofe regrets more excufable, and , i ‘ o
Publicfpirit diftinguithes itfelf alfo, in

more natural than they would have been |
i England. . . o0 | Edinburgh, in feveral eftablifhments which
~_The two brothers. R. and A, Foulis‘of [  are fupported by the generofity of private
Glafcow; were known in: the. literary world | contributions : amongft others, thereis a
from the printing office they have lately § ~ houfe appropriated to the orphan children
eftablifhed; and already celebrated for the ¢ of merchants, who have become bank-
exquifite perfection. of its types, and the |  rupts: they are there brought up and
corretion of its editions,: for which they: { inftruCted in trade: their -apprentice-fthip
| to fome craft is payed, and they have fifty
%

are indebted. to the care of: the learned: pre-: »
feffors: of the Univerfity: in that town. .- pounds fterling given them to fet up with,
- But Trade alfo will have its obligations. | e

beft: works we have upon ‘that fubject.

Sculpture. . They.have furnithed the firft:
~advances, and feveral merchants have join-

- ed with them in fo ufefull an undertaking.

~ One of the two brothers, - has ranged over .

France, and-Holland, to pick up the beft-

- italiany french, and flemith pictures.  Fle
~has carried back with him from Paris an
- able enough painter, a graver, and a rolling-

prefs printer, to whom there are good

appointments given. Painting will, perhaps -

_be a long time, before. it. makes any
great progrefs: but the art of drawing
“will be advanced : and thﬁi&'!{aﬂ‘,t is.an.im

portant.

on their going out of the Houfe.
- The hefpital of the infirmary, in which
they conftantly maintain three hundred -

Very lately. too..they. have formed- the pro-;. I poor fick, is a modern monument of their .
- Jet of raifing ‘a-f¢hool of Painting, and: . charity, and public-fpirit, which deferves -

‘to be eternized. The charitable fubferip-
- -tions of private perfons have purchafed the

ground on which it is built: moft of the
materials were donations. - The architeét,
mafons, painters, fcultors, have contri.
buted their time gratis, and have adorned
this edifice- with ' a noble and refpectable
magnificence.  Phyficians, and' furgeons,

of the firft rank, have no other falaries, or .

appointments, than  the bleflings of the

fick : ‘moft of the domeftics ferve out of
~charity : even the porter who fhows ths

houfe, has made a vow (a fingular and e
o al_kmoivt‘




almoft incredible one in Great-Britain! )

not to alk, or accept any thing, on- any

account but for the ufe of the poor.
‘Amongft the names of ‘the fubfcnbers,
'whu:h are. contained in a framed. lift, ‘you
“fee : infcribed the ‘ifland of- Jamaica ' for
 fifteen hundred pounds fterling : thofe of
Antegoa, and  Barbadoes, for three hun-.
dred. . In the Hall may be feen the pour-
‘traits;. and ftatues of fome principal "bene-
factors: ~Thus it.is, that in.offering to'the

e e e
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virtue of thofe generous - bejC&S, ‘that

hommage, which might have been the aim

of felf love, they tempt the generofity of

~ thofe who.are incapable of doing ‘a good
_ a&xon, if it was to be a fecret one.
. We- have at London, and "all “over
'England
great -an one, of Hofpitals, fupported in
~a great meafure by the annual fubfcnp—

© tions. “of unknown benefators, in which

 the poor, and children find and learn, the
means of fubﬁ[‘cence, {chools thefe infti-

 tuted for affording to men a refuge acram{’c |

,the diforders of idlenefs. = - |

The body of the failors at Newcaﬁle,f
© has fubmitted itfelf, by voluntary agree-
© ment, to a contribution which has furmfh-
ed the funds for the building, and mam-,
"tenance of a beautlfull alms-houfe, |

Ny | whlch

a. number, and doubtlefs: ‘too.

‘marry in- it.

“of GreaT BriTAN, &

An eftablifhment which' may in forhe mea--
fure be put in comparifon with that mag-
nificent hofpital at Greenwich, for the
invalids of the Marine, founded by our

‘kings and the Nation. -

In 168y, it was as much a pomt of
pubhc fpmt, as of relmon, which made-

England give reception to the french re-

fugee proteftants.  The gathermg ‘that
was then mdde- for them -amounted to:
63,7130 250 3d fterl. (near 1.500,000

livres.) That fame year there were maintain~

ed of them fifteen thoufand five’ hundred

L I21

“which every one of their poor, or paﬁ:
* their labor, finds an affured fubfiftence,

of whom there were thirteen thoufand ﬁve 7

hundred alope in London, and parts ad-
jacent s to fay nothmg of thofe who came
over with their own means of fubﬁﬂ:ence.

The fame {pirit it is which to this day |

prevails in Ireland, and allures over thither,

thofe of our brother prote{’cants, ‘who have -
not, in their own country, the hberty of

finging the cantncle of our Lord, or to!
“In fhort this fpmt it 15'”'

which has propofed, though hitherto withe

~out fuccefs, in our Parliament, the general -

naturalization of all foreign prote{’cants. |
‘But to quote fome examples, of the:

'pmvate aéhons of patriots, who have figna-

hzed

e e o
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122 Advantages and- Diiadvantag - ‘The reward of fo zealous a fubje®, was

lized, their love. of their Country, s itisto. | alfo diCtated by public Spirit : inftead of
the. Duke. of Buckingham that England — f continuing to him the exclufive privilege:
owes'its, nl%ﬂufa&Qronfgla@’ j_:hg- fecrep of  f which had been granted to him for a term
which he-brought from Venice; | of years, the Parliament, by an exprefs
i aét,, made him a-prefent of 14,0004 fter-
i ling.(250,000 livees). that: the - advantage:
of: this new: invention: might belong .to. the:
natton:in its 'whole: extent: e shran
~ As in a mationiever watchful:over:its in<
terefls, projects ufeful to the Good of the:
community, are fure of fruétifying fooner
or later, the fame public-fpirit engages me :
to fubjoin here ‘the following reflexions,

Lady,Salton entiched Scotland, with. its.
firft, knowledge. of the fabric: of linnens,
and the bleach of them: aknowledge of: |
which. the herfelf went perfonally in queft, ;
tq:Elanders;and Holland; - She had; influ-. |

“ence engugh to engage the ladis, at their -
pringipal affemblies, to wear the fitft. hand- |
kerchiefs and, ruffles . of the Scotch manu-. |
faltory; -an example.which has. been. fince.

‘imitated by, our: Society.of Autigallicans at-  f T T TR SEEEOM

‘London, whofe firft.vow.is, that.theywill  §  Upon the ProBaBLE USEFULNESS of 4

 make. ule, of no frenchvares in any parc | Socruy, which foould be [ooly employed.
of their drefs. - - | - in the fiudy. of CULTURE and TRADE,

"' To SirThomas Lombeitis that England: | and of 1he m{am,, of perfecting, and en- .

is.beholding for a mill for organzining filk, | couraging thofe two objedts. .

o\,f‘..,gwhich;hq;brgugbﬁ;'h‘xg P 1f’m trqpl P}emoﬂi’{f i I 'prefume:to: put the: queftion' to thofe:
fo exadly taken, (not without paios and  §  of my countrymen who aré fenfible; in -
danger) that. he- had 05<‘-~:f§3d$1.-]. by _lta af‘ f the! usmoft extentj- of* the importance of

Derby.in -'~I.7‘34’sIP'e'rfc@'lyi’h"c' the néo §6 o agriculture, and’ trade, why England has

‘This .admirable machine contains 26,586 ‘ not a public’ Society, to which the ad-

E
f

wheels, andl 97’t7ﬁl;m:’z’vn:rntst’uiﬁa;}v(:ﬁ; vancement  of thefe two objects fhould be
7%‘1 27T«6~:3}’§1§ 5 Qtdh 1(3; ’aé 3. 5);4 960 ‘yardsgk‘ entrufted ?. Is'it'becaufe: our lands: are al-
whneel, that 15 to 1ay, 31 39V4 Y0 Y e ready: rv o Fertiles: and otir trade v .
{'o}: 24’7 726 o8o ells french’, in twenty-four: ‘:: a 4 yfh}’eryp *e‘f“»le’ ,?‘,‘d our tr,ade_,: very
b T s of the wheel per mis - é ourithing ? Granted.  But are all of them -
hours, 2% threq. tuins OF L5, WSS P EREE fertile? may not they be made yet more *
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fo? and is our trade t00 ‘at a point, be-

~ yond which we can have no hopes of yet‘»

| cxtendmg it P

AGRICULTURE.v

As to the cultivation, and 1mprovementw

‘of land, we are rich inbooks antient and

- modern which treat of this fcience: but:
thefe are riches’ we. cannot enjoy, either:

from the difgufting circumftance of their

being little better than a confufed heap of -

inftru&ions without -method,

of experi-
ments - without phllofophy, of reafonings.

without practice 5 or becaufe - thefe books:
contain aninfinite -number of errors fuc-
. ceﬂively repeated, which the eyes alone of

experience can-diftinguifh from truth: this

difcrimination fhould be the firft cndeavor |

of the Society I would propofe.

The Society thould choofe for its prin-
cipal,
ngghbourhood of fome unequal ground

and -moft natural refidence, the

. (of which we have a great deal) that is to
fay, containing, within a moderate coms=

pafs, feveral foils of different natures. -

It thould begin by trying feveral pra&i'-';
~cal experiments :. the fame ones upon foils
of different quahtxes, and dlﬁerent -onesr}

upon foﬂs of the fame quahty

T G R e )
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Wlth the members of the Society,
improve into a kind of philofophical fpe-
culatifts, and the natural philofophers would

;perfeéhng its knowledge
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It thould fend for from the provinces of
England, where the practices of agriculs
ture are the moft different from one ano-
ther, hufband-men to exercxfe thofe - prae-
tices: thefe hufband-men, by converfing
would

learn from them the practical part of their

bufinefs, and help the better to form

others.
Members of thlS fomety, well ver;ed in
making experiments with fagacity, and

ﬂdlfcemment and dxftrlbuted into different
- parts of the country, ‘would teach the
‘hufband-men, to improve their lands, fron;

the knowledge they would acquire. They

might found, in feveral parts, particular

fchools of acrlculture, which thould ¢or-
refpond with the Head- focwtx, either by

communicating their experiences to it, or
by recxprocally fending to each other hm-* ~’
‘bandmen . already ﬂ{lll° or
ftructed. |

to bu

This Society mxgnt empiov *cfdf

of “the Vanous
kinds of cattle, of their different fpecies,
and ‘would find a vaft field for obferva-

fjtlons, in the ﬁudy of the beft means of

Gg
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tlte Sea has made ‘us neglett the advan-
tages of an inward navigation. Some ‘of
themn tnight order the earth to be bored,
for the exploring of mines, marls, “or
‘other ‘matetials, of which particular pro-
“winces are in want’ towards ‘the ‘perfec-
‘tion of our feveral manufd€tures of porce-
lain, glas, &c. s

126 Advantages and Difadvantages

rearing, feeding them, and of  treating i
their diforders; -of augmenting their pro- g
pagation, and meliorating their {pecies.
1ts experiments fhould be made upon  all
the different fpecies in' the fame {pot, ‘and
compared  with thofe, which in’ different

=] ;

parts of England, might be dire¢ted by the

particular fchools for it.

"It would be neceflary, that ‘a certain
number of affociates, fhould be fucceflively
fent every year to all the provinces of
England, to fearch into and compofe the
natural  hiftory of them': that is to fay,
to examine the nature of ‘their foils, and
the ufe to which they are put.. Expe-
tience daily teaches us, that fome lands

*zre either improperly cultivated, or not at

all, for want of having difcovered new
pradtices, or imagined other products more
“conformable to the climate, to the encreafe
of inhabitants, to the natural difpofition
of the country, with refpet to the con-
fumption, or communication, than fuch as
may have been long eftablithed in them.
“They would form a judgment of the
places which weuld be fitteft for planta-
tions of wood, or to encreafe thofe which
are yet remaining, or where to eftablith

navigable channels, which are wanting in-

 feveral parts, becaufe the convenience of

. the -

From the report of the ftate of the na-

"tu‘ral' producions of the feveral parts thus

vifited, and examined, a judgment might
‘e formed of thofe where cultivation is

watited to be ‘eftablifhed, ‘or ‘encouraged.

The Society might then propofe particular,
and general prizes, according as their dif-

‘ferent objects’ might require . the culture
"of fome fpot in a particular branch, or
affelt Hufbandry in general, -~ Thefe prizés

fhould have' for their principal objeéts,
‘thofe ‘of drawing from lands already cul-
tivated flill -a greater produce : or_a new
cone from thofe in wafte, fuch as fandy
‘foils, drainable marthes, &c. by converting
them into arable land, meadows, paftu-
rages for all fort of cattle, by digging of
‘mines, planting forrefts, &c. in {hort, ‘of
“creating whatever value it fhould be, in
laces where none exifts at prefent. =~

 The ufefulnefs of fuch an eftablithment
. coutd not fail of affuring to it the pro~

G4 tection
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‘tection of the King, and the aid of the
Nation: but even without that, the fub-
fcriptions alone of the nobility, and other
- dand owners, would be fufficient to defray

its expences : . and this is not too much to

be prcfumeﬂd‘ from the patriot generofity
~of numbers, in .a country, in which we
have feen in our days, a fingle private
-{ubject,  Thomas Guy, a bookfeller of

- London, found himfelf alone an Hofpital

for i;n,‘cu‘rablég,;'_f' of which the building coft
130,000/ fterling, (6go,co0 livres) aad
endow it with 10,000/ a year (230,000

livres.) . . ,
i +TrRADE, SRR

- _The fpirit of Trade having once breath-
‘ed itfelf into all .nations, and got poffef-
fion of them, it will certainly happen that
fome of them will revindicate from the
others thofe branches which naturally be-
longed to them. Thofe Nations then,
‘whofe induftry has ufurped the moft from
the indolence of the reft, will lofe the
moft. We ought then to think not only
‘how to retain what we poffefs, but to en-

not to lofe. R o
Our manufaltures are, as far as I can

deavor at new acquifitions, if we mean

Judge, already o numeraus, and at fucha

degree

e
oo
o
e
B
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degree of perfection, that the point now is
lefs how to furnith new ideas, and means,
to induftry, than to procure to their pro-
duéts, as well as to our natural ones, new
channels of home as well as foreign con-,

Afumption. . -

" A Socicty appointed to fulfill thefe two

' intentions,.; .o_ught to be{fcompofed of aﬁ'o-

ciates, 'who fhould unite in it the practical
knowledge, not only of the trade of Eng-,
land, -but even of the trade of foreigners
between - one another : There thould bs
of them dealers, well acquainted with our
principal manufactures, and with the places
in which the vend of them is eftablithed ;
undertakers of manufactures, feamen, mer-
chants who fhould have traded in foreign

" countries, and in not only thofe with whom

we have already an open trade, but in thofe |
where itis notyetfo. . '
- From all thefe united informations, there -

" would refult a current,and univerfal draught

of all the branches of Commerce in being,
‘which London is perhaps’folely in 4 con;
dition to frame : a draught much more to
be depended on, ‘' than any which the moft
copious books could furnifh us, and which
one head alone could not comprehend per- -
fectly in all its parts. From a compariion
of thefe informations would: certainly arite
S Gs N
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new combinations, or fchemes of trade,
~either for extending the branches which

exift, or for creating fuch as do not.*

~ Our Youth travel, the moft part, with-

out meaning, or profit : now fome time
previoufly fpent in fuch a fchool, would

enable them to make their voyages ufeful
to their country, and to themfelves. The

Society might itfelf breed up pupils, upon
examination of whofe capacities, it might

appoint them accordingly to be fent into

other countries, there to gain inftructions

on the ftate of their trade, their means;

“their extent; their employ of their fub-
Jects, their induftry and its reflources, their

' revenues,

‘* Mr. Elton, in 1739, attempted to open to the
englifh merchants fettled in Ruflia, 2 direét trade
with Perfia, by the Volga 'and Cafpian Sea; which
“was the obje@t of an A& of Parliament in the
‘14th year of George II. (1740} and was an at.
“tempt almoft forgot fince the year 158i.  The
Nation has the obligation of this idea to him, not-
withftanding ‘the fort of defertion, of which he
made himfelf in fome meafure guilty, in entering
jnto- Shah Nadir’s fervice, which brought him.te
a tragical end in Perfia. After him, Mr. Hanway,
_in 1743, did not meet with a much happier fuc-
cefs for the merchandize he carried with him:
“and indeed nothing better could be well expefied
amidft the troybles with which Perfia was then af-
Bifigd. | o
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Yevenies, taxes, the bbjié&‘s of thofe taxes,
and their effets ; the genius, -thanhers' of

the inhabitants, the way of tempting theth

~with fome new tanufacture; or other obj‘e&

of trade. - | i
Someé of thefe pupils might be harifed
to the place of frlt or fecond fecietary of

‘embally, to all ambaffadors, or sllnifters
©f the Nation in forelgn countriésy either,

undet favor of this fiih&ions to take odre

~ particular and lefs fufpicious informations,
‘upon all thefe objects, ot to watch efpe-

cially over any attempt which othéf na-
tiohs might Make to exténd ‘their trade,

“dn ‘ordet to counterswork  theif progrefs,

or to countet-ballancé them by oppugnant
demands, or efforts. Merchants them~

felves, o Confuls eftablithed in foreigh
towns, ‘could; ahd ought doubtlefs 6 ful-

AN thefe intentlons, bt moft metchants,

cofifined as they aré within too narfew a
circle of interefts, and views, mihd only
‘what they do in a country, and very little -
what might be dorte in it.” Confuls who
are fuffered to grow old in the fame places,
Tofé the activity of their tdeas, and fee by
rote eternally the fame things as they areé
ufed to fee in them. But pupils fuch as I
propofe them, would be able to throw
very important lights gri'éthe political ﬁcl'ef
RS , of
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of things, wlnch trade cannot well do

thhout, for, in Politics, there is no know-
ing thoroughly the ftrength of any Power,
without knowmg the ftrength of its trade :
Nor indeed one’s own reﬂ"ources, when
one does not know what is to be aimed
at, or gained, on the fide of commerce.
In fhort, other nations muft have over
us a great advantage, if whiltt the ftate
of our forces, and power, are entirely. in
manifeftation to them, we are not clearly

“informed, on our parts, of their ftate, and

torces. Proper fubje@s then, inftruéted

in the method I mean, would be capable
of negotiating thofe treaties of commerce,

‘which accompany treaties of peace, and
which alone ftrike the ballance of profit
and lofs, at the clofe of a war, in favor of
the conqueror or of the conquered.
 Thefe pupils, on their return home,
ﬁwoeuld become moft valuable members of
the Society : time would encreafe their
‘number, and then the Society would find
it. felf compofed, and conftituted, in all
th,e perfeQian’ deﬁrable, and Whlch cannot

be reafonably expeéted in- the ﬁrft moments |

of its eftablithment.
" 'What better ufe could our young men

make of their time; efpecially thofe who

are deﬁgned for. feats in Parliament 2 They

3
hi

:

“would

,’woollens.
the living to confume more + woollens, for
fthelr ufe, would doubtlefs have produced
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would fpend lefs money in France than

they do: they would profit more, they
“would refide longer in other countries,

and it would fpare our true patriots the
eye-fore of feeing Englifhmen return from

their voyages Frenchmen, and dare to fhow
Jthemfelves fo, evenin London, =

“The home confumption of our manu-

?fa&ures, and particularly of our woollen

ones, which is the natural manufadory of
the Gountry, would not leaft deferve the
attention of fuch a Socxety s which doubt-

\'lefs would think of the beﬁ means for
“preventing the fmuggling of our wool,

chiefly caufed by the over-abundance of it.
The promotion of its confumptxon feems
to have been the motive of the Aét of
1666, whereby it was ordered that no one
thenceforward ‘fhould be buried but in
A law that fhiould have obliged

o a

't For example, in- order to hmder the ufe qf
woollens from being entirely abolifhed, amongft the
women, in their apparell I do not doubt but that
‘it would be of férvice, to pafs a law, that for three
fandays, or on any other particular days:in afea- -
fon, no.man.or.woman fhould appear in Public
but in cloaths of fome woollen ftuff, under fuitable

< penalues, &c.
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a benefit more extenfive: The whims of
fafhion, and demands for confumption,
‘are fo fantafti¢ and unaccountable, and yét
the objec is of fuch capital importance,

that I never doubted of their being a pro-
per matter of cognizahte, and controul,

from the legiflative power. ~ England and
France afford us a fenlibleé example of this
ftrange capricioufhefs.  The abundance of
out wool is in foré meafure cumbetfonie
to us, and yet one would imagine, that we
‘avoided the confumption of it. 'We fearée
know the ufe of itaﬁeft"r‘iés; ~we'lié on a
fingle feather-bed: the curtains, and ap-

- purtenances of which aré chiefly lifinen;

* our women, for thé gréatef part, drefs in
linnens moftly from India, or other fo-
reign parts, nofwithftanding the¢ A& of
prohibition. - In Franie, on the contraty,

where wool is both fare, and dedr, there

“are a2 number of manufateries in woollen

tapeftry : Wool i employed in all the up-

holftery of the bed, mattraffes, curtains,

and in chairé: thé Woien,. at leaft thofe .

of the commion form of life drefs in it : the
luxury, and conventency of the cloth -weat,

makes a frenchman ufe fix cloth-fuits, to
four that an englithman will. The Dutch,

either from chance, or wifdom, have in

4] §3 P S o e PR o
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lieu of thefe two extreams, chofen a me-

dium, the moft conform to their true in=

tereft. As there grows but little wool in
their country, they confume but a mode-
rate quantity, though they: manufalture a
great one. . o L

- Peter Parifot, known in France, under

‘the name of Father Nordert, has lately e-

ftablithed within three miles of London,
two manufactures of woollen tapeftry; the
one after that of the Gobdelins, tounded in’
France by Francis the Ift ; and for which
were made thofe celebrated “cartoons of
Raphael, that we have at Hampton-Court:
the other manufacture, after that of Chail-
lot near Paris, of which the art was brought
from Perfia, under the reign of Henry the

‘IVth: This eftablithment certainly de-

ferves the continuation to it, of the pro-
tetion, and favors of the government.

IV. of
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'IV Of INCORPORATION qf TRADRS.
. Of CoMMUNITIES ofMERCHANTS. Of
EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGES. Of TRADING
COMPANIES, &c. R I

\HE profper;ty of aucommerce {hll
1~ florifhing amongﬂ: us, whilft” in
moi’c other nations it is either in its in-
fancy, or decline ;. the fuperior. rank in
which it ‘has eftablithed us. amongft the
~ Powers of Europe, have deferved to us
the reputation of being the greateft mafters
in the fcience of Trade: but .we, who fee

_into’ ourfelves. nearer, and with eyes more

 clearfighted than foreigners can, we cannot
diffemble to ourfelves,  that, there is yet a
great. déal to leatn,, to perfe& to- reform,
“1n this branch of the public-weal.  We are

_not exempt from the, perverﬁon, and pets

nicious influences of many antient preju-
~dices, which private intereft perpetuates,
‘and reproduces. We have only this ad-
“vantage over other natiofis, that we do not
.want_for fubjets amongft us, - who are
- well-informed, who can dlﬁmgulfh falfe
“principles, and who dare attack them with
liberty in their difcourfes, and writings.
- ’But thcxr zeal fhould not be damped by
e . the
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the httle fuccefs of their firft efforts. Ttis
only for time, and perfeverance to de{hoy

abufes which time has confecrated ;

which I particularly mean thofe monopohes

‘which cramp, and reftri@t our trade both
,ac home and abroad.

Mowopomzs m tbe HOME-TRADE., R

 'We cannot fo properly call by any other
name thofe privileged and exclufive Com-

-panies of traders,' mechanics, - ,manufaé‘tu-

rers, &c. who, in fome of our towns, €x-

clude from all bufinefs, or employ, as if

ftrangers, all fuch as are not born amongft

~them; and even amongft their own townf-
‘men, or countrymen, admits to the hberty

of working amongft them, none but fuch

.as are born in their corporanons, or who
‘have béught their {reedom, either with

money, or with a long, charoeable ap-

-prenticethip.

‘Thefe Compames feem to me bodxes

'fbparate from the common wealth who, of

their charters and privileges, have made

~ to themfelves ramparts againt the induftry

of their fellow-fubjets in general, and

‘who oppofe to even. that of their own
fellow-citizens, as many obﬁacles as are in
their power. . ,

”‘ﬁ:
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It was‘doubtlefs, in the fitft infancy of
“our commrerce, neceffary to- grint to thofe
‘who ‘brought ‘us, or inverted mdnufac-
“tures, Tuch advantages as might be capa-
‘ble of fixing, and fupporting them. It
was alfo perhaps expedient to have thefe
eftablifhments made-in towns, where they
might find at hand the neceffary helps of
men and money. Subjets fo ufefull ‘had
good pretences to impofe conditions : they
‘eufily obtained privileges, of which “the
_confequences ‘wete not ‘then anticipated.
We feel them now. Mechanics, and jour-
meymen, who have, in ‘any town, an ‘ek-
cliffive ‘privilege of working, are arbitra-.
rily mafters of fetting ‘the price of ‘their ,
work. Any Body of manufatturefs, ‘or
“merchants, which has alone the right of
mranufatturing, -or felling, has it not in its -
power to give law to the confuiners, and
‘to Trade ? D

How often, at London in the City,

‘have not the workmen and journeymen
entered into  confpiracies againft ‘their
mafters, to force them to raife their
-wages ? It is but very lately, and not till
after ‘a law-fuit of eleven months, that the
“mafter workmen in London prevailed, that
~ they might, on application to the Lord-
o » mayor,
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‘mayar, - obtain -permiffion. - to -employ
~ ftranger-workmen, for ‘want of . +others,
“which however was ot totbe - .granted
but to him who fhould have at lealt one
.apprentice : = otherwile, the “contraveeners
were liable to a penalty of five pounds
per day, fettled by divers acts -of :the
-Common-council. - ETTI RS
. Even this year, Norwichfaw three hun-
dred wool-weavers, difcontented with their
wagges, quit:their bufinefs, retreat-to a hill
“three miles off, build huts, and {tay fix
weeks ‘there, Tupported by the «comtribu-
tions of their fellow-workmen:iwho had
remained in town, and :all £his, :uniter pre-
“wext that a mafter-workman had employ-
ed, in quality of journeynmn, before the
“time required, a ftranger, that is to fay,
“an Englifiman born out of :the town wof
- 1 afk any man who mnderftands me-
chanics, if there ‘is -any trade ‘that «can
exa® feven years apprentice-thip, before
one can be able to exencife it ? Amongft
“men, who have no other fupport but their
Jabor, andtheir induftry, are there many
who can afford giving feven years of their
 time, without earning any thing for them-

 felves? Is the head of a numerous family

to~be fuppofed ina condition of p:rynr}rxg

oo,
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the apprenticing out his children, at the
fame 'time that ‘he is for feven years to be
‘deprived of the benefit of their labor, of
‘which the firft years are fo naturally due
‘to him.  'What good policy, or rather
-what barbarity- is there not in a law, which
fpecifically excludes - from becoming ap-

prentices, fuch whofe father has not three

pounds, or at leaft 4o fhillings per year
income ? * In fhort, towards breeding up
‘youth to a habit and relifh for work, can
it be a promifing method, that of con-
fining them to work  for feven years for a

‘mafter, ‘before they can do any thing for-

themfelves ' Thence it naturally happens,
that numbers: excluded, or difcouraged by

‘the tedioufnefs, and expenfivenefs of a long

‘apprenticethip, renounce a trade which re-
‘turns them-nothing, for the more lucrative
profeflion of beggars. It is remarked,
that the Poor are rmore numerous, in the
‘towns where the manufactures are incorpo-
. rate a third higher in them. TR

I have been curious to know, whether
“thefe Bodies corporate, or Communities,

- rated, than in free towns, and the poors

did not contribute to a better obfervation

. of regulations and ftatutes in the manu-

S

* The Pariﬁx-childrcn e;céi;iéd. )

" faétures

e
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fattures under - their direction,. than was
done in the free ones: and Ifound that

both had.equally fthaken off “any yoke of

reftraint, as faft as they found it bear too
hard in any part, = For'the reft, I conceive . |

that it isras eafy to fubject the free manu--
factures, as the incorporate ones, to ‘the .

Amall number of regulations that may fuf-
fice for the. intereft of ‘the workman,: and -

of trade.

What good can there refult to the par-
ticular trade of a town, or to commerce .

in general, from the mechanics, and dealers-
being fubdivided  into a number of difs -

ferent Bodies-cofporate, . and . that number

fo multiplied that their refpective limitg- -
tions, -and privileges are almoft impofiible -

to afcertain ? + What advantages can there -

accrue to commerce, from that thefe cor-
porations fhould  levy upon themfelves

funds in common, ~to build magnificent

Halls to affemble, and make feafts iny that

they fhould lend fums to the Government, .

themv

t For one example, amongft other, I remember -
a law-fuit that was ftarted fome years ago, at Lon-
don, between the cuiriers, who are ‘at the fame

right of cutting “the leather : hard to
decide, that both parties gave it up at length, after
a great deal of expence on both fides, . = =

time leather-cutters, and the cordwainers, upon the -

r: a conteft fo hard to
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dhemfelves afteswards horrow; and end: in:

a:bankiruptcy; ashappened fometime ago:
to-thei Mercers: Company in London? Are-
not thefe: expemces; thissluxury. of: commus
nitys;. juft {oimuehi:levied upoen theirmers-

~ chandize;. to ‘the . detriment of commerce;.:

and:ofr-thexcon{unption of goods.

- Our Commerce: would: have .made but:
flows adwaneesy. ify. in: all. ‘ourt: towns;. s
duftry had been checked by fuch reftraints ¢
‘but: the: freedomy: left to fome - towns' in
England;. has; been. able to.eftablith. ma |

nufaétures: in: them,. in: rivalfhip" to" the-

others; - and- whichs wete: not long. before’’
they furpaffeds them. . Manchefter, Leeds,

B&rmmgham, where:: the name of Corpo¢
porationy < or: Community; - is happily -un-

knownj. hold:-unconteftably: the: firft rank;

amongftsous townssof manufaturiesi T hef o
town: and: parifh;. of Hallifax' has,- within = |
thefe- forty: years, feen: the number -of it’s
inhabitants quadrupled, whilft- many- other -

towns, fubjetted to corporations, have ex-
perienced a fenfible diminution of theirs,

If fome.ftill_remain florifhing, . it is.owing.

to. the. fuperiority. of . their. natural advan-

~ tagesy either in point of materials, orof -
fituation's or-becaufe- their ‘particular pri-
vileges. have deprived other manufactures
that would othcrmfe have formed them- .

| felves, .
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is.in thefe towns, that the: Spirit of. Moz
nopoly. is. as, antient as their Companies. .

In thefe towns. it is, one hears. the mer-
chants, boaft of. the great fortupes that,

were made in the firft, and. early times .

augment the confumptxon, and . exportas

~tion, by reducmg their views. to a_ mode-
rate profit; or to fimply that of commifs-
It is alfo,. in confcquence of the. ~
fame fpirit, that thefe towns are thofe,,

fions.
‘which, on all occafions, ftand. up the.moft~

Proteﬂant— foreloncrs.

London 1tfelf furnifhies us thh a fcn-'ﬂ
fible proof, how much the reftraints of
thefe Companies are unfavorable to popu-

lation. Houfes fituate. within the: precinéts

‘manifeft. Thefe fuburbs are. free, and of=

manufaé‘tures, when the trade was in feW‘
hands; one hears them too. .complain that
trade is ruined; becaufé " the number of
dealers is encreafed and the profits lef-
fened by their bemg more divided, and.
even declaim againft thofe merchants who.

DT e

fifly agam{’c the general. nal;umhzatlon of

of the City hardly:find tenants, and num-
bers of them remain empty, whilft Weft-
minfter, Southwark, .and the other fuburbs

are continually encrealing, The: reafonis

fer a falr open ﬁeld to the mdui’cry of
L CV(?I‘YJ»
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every fubject, whilft London fupports
within ‘itfelf fourfcore and twelve exclu-
five Companies of all kinds, of which’
one may fee the members annually adorn,
with a filly pageantry, the tumultuous
tnumphal procefﬁon of the Lord Mayor. 7

Of PRIVILEGES.

‘Commerce “Has not alone to complam of
the monopohes which certain towns enjoy,'

in preJudlce to the general intereft : fince

even private perfons do, in’ contrariety to
the whole Nation, obtain exclufive privi--
and- fometimes -
granted throuch an. avxdlty tor unlawfull',

leges, always follicited,

gam. |

Without entermg into the dlﬁméhon,f

either of the matters, or of ‘the time, for

which thefe privileges are granted, I fhall
not fcruple to lump ‘the concluﬁon, that?
there is not one of them that is not unjuf’c

or unreafonable.

If a privilege, whofe duratlon is inde-
finite, is an Evil, that privilege is alfo one,

- which is granted for a term of twenty-one

years: I'fee no difference but in that of

the length, or fhortnefs of it. If a pri-

vilege is a detamure from, or indeed robs’

Socmty of ‘a Public- Good : it cannot be

defended

“an art, a fecret,
nation: was in poﬁeﬁion it is a merit in

ﬁextend and diffufe it.

‘-,;"-.off.aGRE:A"I‘E"BRITTA»IN,{?&&* - 145 |

defended with a worfe grace, than from
the importance of the matter of it. =
“If a fubje . has been fo happy as to
brmg back with him, from his voyages,
-of which on]y another

him to his country ; and it doubtlefs ought
to recompence him, or rather by a re-
compence excite the emulation of other
fubjeéts : but if he demands a Patent,
he lofes the merit of his acion.,  Should
it be mranted to him, the State fhuts the
door agam{’c all foreigners  who might
bring-us the fame art, with a freedom ‘10
He alfo difcou-
rages’ other fub]e&s, who in: their. voyaores N

vm]oht aim, at the. fame d fcovery, in theu

perqu;ﬁnons
But, it will be {ald, 1f it is an eﬁ"ay of

“an undertaking, which requires confider-
able advances, either in refpect to the na-
. ture of it, or to the fortune of a private
“perfon, he will-not venture the firft cofts,

for fear- that -another fhould  fupplant him
in the fruits of thmn, and deprive him: of
the ‘means of recovering them, by taking -
the advantage of his difcovery. To this,

1 anfwer, that it is yet worfe, that the
collateral induftry-ot numbers fhould be
checked Wlth held ‘and- d1fceuxacred by

H: | the %
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the fear, that, after m uch. ‘time and trou=~
ble, fome Patent fhould get the . ftart of

them, that would make them 1rretrxevably

| lofe their advances, and their pains.

I do not fo much as imagine, .that it

will be: Ob_]ﬁ’&ﬁ‘d to me, that pecuniary ad-
wances or rewards are an expence that
can be grudged, or ill born by the Nation,
Tor that a fum once payed, can be put

in+ comparifon “with thofe which the re-

{traints laid on induftry, and perfeétion,

by a Privilege, will make a State lofe.
]eﬁdes there - are diftin&ions, ' there are .

honors, which ‘coft the Public nothmg

‘The thanks of the Houfe of Commons,

or of both Houfes of Panhament “will be
‘a.more foothmcr reward to certain noble
minds, than money :

- the {prings of our government?

~ If there is ‘any new invention brouorht'
j‘to light by an induftrious genius ;- thlS is
-again a cafe, fof the “higheft title to re-

N wards -and diftinétions : at the fame time
‘itis a cafe, in which a privilege may be
the moft prejudicial to the public Good.

~Rarely does an -inventer perfed, or at
leaft-advance fo far towards perfeémon, as

thofe that come after” him: the imagina-

tzon of one man is not fo fruitfull as thats
| - of

e ...'w.., —ﬁ”* SO

‘lr -

“and why thould not
Honor be alfo properly employed among{’c :

of many.

- them :

that thelr concurrence,
| 2 ‘Hz2  would

cotton-velvets, ~had required a Patent,
fhould we probably have had ten or t:welve
forts of ftuffs in thefe kinds, .as we now
have ;

Cute fuch a ftuff,

I place alfo- in the clafs of pr1v1leaes,_ |
thofe over-fignal preferences granted by a
~ State: to one manufalure Over others,;
“either by opening to the materials it em-
~ ploys, only that {pecific Port that lies moft
convenient for-it; or by .a diminution of;
or exclufive exemption from cuftoms on
‘and what does the State gain by

- it ? 1t raifes a great manufaé‘cury, of which .
the advantages are Jimited to a- fingle
“whilft it might have feen four
.manufaéturys form themfelves of - their
own ‘accord, and enrich four towns, and‘,‘

town:

their newhbouxhoods, at’ the fame time
and emulat}on,

Lo D isanadin itian
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If ‘the firft perfon- who in-
vented callimancoes, or very lately - the

‘and- would it, not have been re- -

- nouncing; other future ‘ones, which may.
yet derive from them? In fhort; in the
~art of manufadturing, as a new ftuff is

often no ‘more than a fubdivifion of the

- fame fpecies, to grant a privilege in fuch

cafe, is an unjuft appropriation to a fingle

perfon, of a right which all manufa&urer"-

 in the fame kmd had to mvent, and exL—,
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would certainly. have produced a greater

~All thofe f\t,who;k‘fol“licitv% a kPate,«nt.s do not
fo much as bring a fingle. pl._auﬁble;pref. ‘
text for obtaining it. ~ If what they pro-

pofe is a fecret, what need have they of

-Patent to preferve a fecret ;:,:wh-ich.«ethe,.y
- 210:6 poﬁefs»?}:) ‘Will they alledge, that their
works will be - counterfeited ? but if theirs

are, in reality, the beft, they are.fure of

“the preference : if not, the Public is fure

of gaining by it. Fhey do not then fear

Lo ) . ... L ﬂ he .
their being -counterfeited ; but- that they
;h:g be c%ccelled, -or-underfold. - A Pa-

tent then can anfwer no_end but favoring.

lazinefs; or "avarice, in prejudice to tIh§ -
- perfedtion, confumption, and 'thf:' circula-
tion of work, which is the great pvxmcxpleA

~ of the circulation of money. =

- - But to have done; the Sgate is-a So-
" ciety. He who pretends to enJoy».e‘xcluﬁ.vgiv;
advantages in it -renounces from that 1g- 3
ftant the aid and protection he had a rig t ;
to expeét-from it.. No one ought to ves!
gret the advantages he procures to others..
* Thre is no one but finds more of tvh§m.
“in Society, than he car.xg,c‘ontrijute to}.xg‘.; |
~ fince he finds in it his own fafe-guar 3
- and the peaceable enjoyment of ‘.;h,ls pro:

- in common to the Proprietors. =~ =
- The 6thers are a Body, of which the
- members have acquired an exclufive right

Movororrzs in the Azroap-Trape.

Companiesf in the Abroad-trade,

_There are known two forts of exclufive.

The one :are- a Society, .by;-f_whicﬁ an

exclufive trade is managed with a joint-
Trock, of “which the - profit. and lofs - are

of Trade; which each of them is free to

carry on, with feparate ftocks,

- The principal grievances 'alledgedﬂa«f-j
- gainft both
onmes..

> are reducible to thé( __followi(xvg :

~aft, That thé‘yﬂ beftow ‘j'advént»age‘s on a
- part of the fubjects, at the expence of the

- whole of the Nation, =~ R
. 2dly,« That they cannot carry on- trade
R “ad geous as private

- perfons: * burthened “as  thofe Companies
- generally are with the -exorbitant charges
~of Direttion, eftablithments, &e, = °
- 3dly, That their intention is the moft
- oppofite that can be to the general intereft

‘of Trade, in that their aim.is to keep up

- at the higheft price they can, both with-

upon - terms To advanta

out and within the kingdom, thofe goods
and merchandize which -are the objects of

Hz gy,
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 4thly, a-"That far from e\xtending. trade, -

they contraét it. Firft, becaufe a Com-

pany, from' the nature of it, and through

* limitation of funds; has often no propor-

tion with the extent of trade it embraces.
Secondly, ‘having a fure profit, and an

- exclufive right, it has not the fame {pirit

of difcévery, and attempts, as private per

fons have. = 0 . o T
' " gthly, That fome of thefe Trading Com-

panies,” are ‘in fa& no more than a vain

empty name, and ruinous reflources for

- the Government in " its -occafions for mo-

Thefe ’reipmachre}s ar,e," nat?u»rally., applita{

ble;~in’ general-and' in particular to " the

Companies, amongft others, of Hudfon’s |

- The Hudfow's Bagy Company ftands a
{enfible, -and deplorable “example to us,

- that “an’ exclufive Company ‘may, for a
long' time, enjoy a ‘moft lucrative trad €y
and contented -with an- exorbitant profit, -
in refpect to the original fum of its ftock,
- neglect all ‘the facilities it had to extend

“it; in contempt of its duty, and of the

CIn

national intereft,

oo L et Tk s - e o i S aal e

o Bay, "Africa,’ Eaﬁd’ndia;;’~"$outh.eS¢a:,"-‘”andw -
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~In 1650, aCharter of CharlesII. incon-

fiderately granted away for ever, to’'a Com-
pany, the property of all the lands adjacent
to, and beyond Hudfon’s Bay, with the
exclufive trade from them, in bear-kins,
fables, ermines, and other furrs, which are
to be had there in great abundance..  Its
firlt capital was only 10,5007 (or 341,500
livres) and as inconfiderable as- it was, 1t
was: {uflicient for the expences of its efta-
blithment, and notwithftanding the loffes,

“and thwartings with which it met from

the French, the profits of it were fuch,

“that, in 1690, the Company in' order to

conceal them, and to put more proportion
between its dividends, and its ftock; took
a refolution to triple it, in appearance by
a feigned call on -its proprietors ;' fo_that
each ‘of them, without difburfing anything,

- faw his funds tripled by this delibetation.

The fame operation' was given out in
1720, but it had.no other effe® than to

~augment (o 103,500/ fterl.’ (2.380,500

livres) its dead and quick-ftock, which
then before. the: call, ftood rated by.it at
94,5004, fterl. (2.1735500 livres.) © = .
~ So.early as 1690, the.«C'ompany*‘ bes
ing defirous’ of  fecuring its' property by

trengthening its title; had applied to Par-
liament for confirmation of its charter,

Hy4 - which,
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whichy far from granzing ity fet the term

‘of its continuance for no more than fever

years. Tt has neverthelefs, fince the expi-

_-ration of it, enjoyed hitherto a trade, the
adminiftration. and miftery of which hav-
ing been always concentered within the

- {mall number of ninety proprietors, inte-

refted to conceal ‘their profits, has not

excited the vigilance, and jealoufy of the

Nation. 'However, upon a new demand

formed by this Company for the confirma-
tion of* its charter; the Parliament “having

been' pleafed to take cognizance of its
. managemeént in: the ufe of 1t, it was found
proved by -fatts, and papers which the

- Company itfelf furnifhed, that it had em-

ployed none of the proper methods for

extending its conneXions with the Indians,

~ that it had fettled no ‘colonies in - the in-

land parts of the Country where the cli- |
~mate ‘is favorable : that content with deal- "

ing for a fmall quantity of {kins, and furrs,
which kept ‘them up at a high price in

England, it had baulked and difgufted
the Indians from bringing them to market,

either by offering them too low a price,

or by the diftance of its fettlements. It
~was found that it had facilitated the efta-

blitlhment; and commerce of the French

“in their neighbouring pofls: - that the pre-
TR tended

fon’s Bay Company.. =

~ tended forts it-had built are good at moft -
againft the Indians, and of no fort of de-

fence againft any other enemies: that, in
fhort, through an odious unfaithfulnefs, it
had led the ‘Natiofi ‘into error,* by itfelf
decrying  a trade, and country, valuable

~ for the advantages of its climate and pro-
ductions: advantages it has preferred  the -

fuffering to pafs to our enemies, . to the
making the moft of them, in the fear of

“being obliged to fhare them with the Na- .
- tion, fhould they

" come to be known.
Such'is the exaét hiftory of the origin,
adminiftration, and progrefles of the Hud-

_ ,fﬂ'bg;Aggxc‘ANH_CoMP‘Ayy. P
* 'The" different  fucceffes  of the African

| ‘Company prove to us, that a Company may
- not {upport’ itfelf but at the expence of

the general intereft of commerce, and that
a Company cannot -carry ‘on - trade upon
terms fo' advantageous for the State, and

or itfelf,” as merchants trading freely,

- So long as exclufive Companies were in
poflefiion of the African trade, the greateft
bufinefs they annually did, did not exceed
five or {ix thoufand negroes. Since the
year 1697, that the Parliament thought
SEARE Hs - proper
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| proper to lay the trade open to all, whilfk

however ic ftill permitted- the exiftence of
the African- Company to ‘continue, the -
extract of Negroes has, 'in' certain years,

- cxceeded thirty thoufand. It is plain that
this difference: muft have been a fenfible -
advantage to our colonies, which otherwife,”
the fcarcity, and dearth of Negroes would
infallibly have ruiped. —~ —
~ But what has been the fuccefs of thig
.Company, fince all - the fubjeéts of Great-
Britain ‘have had liberty to fhare with jt -
‘the African trade? Why, - notwithi’ca‘nding .
the aids the Nation. has granted to it, in"
different” times, to maingain and preferve
the forts and caftles it poffefled in thofe -
countries, all was not ftill fufficient to de-
fray the charge of its former invafions -of

~ the liberty of Commerce, -at the expence

~of which it-carried on its own : * whilft we |
have feen at' the fame time, merchants in- ., .
different ports in England, amongft other
thofe of Liverpool and Briftol, carry on
their traffic to the greateft advantages,

| “upon the coafts, in which they had - no

torts to prote¢t them.

In fhort, ' the Company';..havir;g: been
forced to owny that it could not hold up

| _again& their competition; the Nation came

T - to

to a:right underftanding. of ‘its true in-
terelt being to diffolve that Royal Com-

- pany, * with a relerve. to provide, as it
has fince done, for its reimburfement.and:
indemnification, and at the fame time to
open the African trade to all the fubjeéts:

_of Great Britain, fubordinately: to  certain ;
regulatjons, - and under the’ name’ of a
‘Company,. in which every one might hold

feparate ftocks, and to-which it- allows
10,0004 a year (230,000 livres) for the
maintenance of the fortifications ceded to it:
by :the old Company, the whole to take ef-:
fect and date from the. roth of April 1752

-~ TheEast-Inpia Company.

. 'The Eaft-India Company is one of the
moft glaring monuments of the abufe of

the Royal Prerogative, which proves, at -
the fame time, how hard it is to deftroy a
‘monopoly once eftablithed, and how great

a ftrength it is able to gather, againft the
intereft; and even againft the bent of the
nation. oo
‘This Company founded by Queen’ Eli-

zabeth, and .confirmed by James I. and
Charles IL. began, in - 1600, to enjoy the
exclufive right of trading to all the eaftern
. - - H 6 el ‘xﬁCOUﬂCI’iCS’,’” o

* By 'mA& of the z3d year of George II,

B e ORI L ST




~ countfies, with its firft original ftock - of -
369,891/ fterl. (8.507,493 livres) which
its profits fince carried up to 1.700,000/

(or 39,100,000 livres.) .

-~ In 1698, the whole Nation having cla-
mored againft this monopoly, the minifter:
then in want of money, took the advantage
- of thefe: circumftances, to have anga& of
Parliament paffed, which opened the trade
- to every fubfcriber, or proprictor of a new
Company, which lent the Gavernment two

- millions at eight per'Cent. and ‘however.

fo conttituted, that every proprietor fhould
* be free to-trade with his own feparate
- Rock. The new Company in.lefs than

. two jyears, ‘_fent‘f*t@.-‘Ind’ia'fforty»Ihips', and

it amillion ferling in fpecie, that is to fay, .
it the double of what the old Company had
| ~ done; in its moft florifthing times: but as. -
this old one, to which had been Ileft the
liberty of  continuing its trade till the

- year17or. had had the prudence to under-
~write great’ fums in the new Company,
and had preferved the principal fettlements

and forts on the coafts of India, it forced
- the new proprietors. "to. unite - with - it,

~which in 1702 formed a new, fingle Com-

piny, under the authority of a Charter
~from«Queen Anne, which was. abfolutely

of the fame tenor as that of the.old
S T R T ,»'.,jCompg_ny,,
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‘Company, who thereby repoffefied it felf .
of -the fame. exclufive rights, and’ privi- -
leges, with a greater dominion and power
“than before. . Several fums fince lent to
the government by the Company, has
- made it find fo much favor in its eyes, as -
" to have obtained for it the prolongation

of 'its exclufive privilege, untill -it’s' reim-

burfement fnot before the year 1780) and
the continuation of its nion for ever, -
. The power, -and fucceffes of this Com-
pany, neither dazzle por .impofe on any
one in its favor: ‘the riches of it, it'is
_true, are acquired to the State, but they -
are unjuftly diftriblted amongft the mem-
- bers of the Common-wealth, of-whom fome

emoy them, .whilft the reft are excluded;

~ By:what, right is 'it, or how could it be

- imagined  right, . to' appropriate to one
- Company all Afig; and. a part of Africa?
What difcoveries, what new . advantages -

has not Trade loft by this.exclufion ? The
Company itfelf finds the field of it too

vaft for it, fince it grants, under condition. -

of certain retributions, permiffions of trade
to private-ftock thips: thatis to fay, it
farms out, or fells to its fellow fi ubjects the

natural right of trading, - of - which it has.
ftripped them. Is not this at leaft owning,

~ that fo great a commerce: cannot be exer-
S o cifed,

- 3!"
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- cifed, or carried on- through’ the whole:

il extent of it, but by a Company, in whiche

every one may be admitted to'a freedom.
of trade ? * Things would. then: abfolutelys
return into--order, if the command, and
‘maintenance of the:Forts judged: neceffary, -
were put into-the. hands. ot the: Nation,
who- would thereby take the- trade -under-
- its:immediate protection : and.men of war
- might, in fuch cale;. be: preferably . em-:
ployed in the defence of ‘it. 'Does not the
- Company itfelf do: very well without forts
on the:coafts of China? Forts, troops:in
the pay of the Company, have more than:
one dangerous confequence. A:Company
of traders, alting as if they had their thops:
on their backs, are quite out of charaéter,
and affeét with a very ill grace, “a. martial
{pirit. - It is at the fame time to be feared,
that their ‘management fhiould encourage
- nations to inftruét themfelves in the mili-.
_tary art: - nations indSZ}rious;f‘num‘er(l)u,s,' o
and whofe intereft it is* to give law to us

¢ in Trade:

“If it thall be pretended, that the Com-
pany, from' perfonal intereft, will better:
defend " its' own . fettlements, - againft an’
enemy, than troops inthe national pay:-
~if it fhall bé‘alledged‘, that diffenfions and
o quan‘els‘areto be féﬂl‘@d’ thWﬁGn" the Cth’fS B

JRBCRERS - " -appointed -

~ of GreaTBriram, &l 1550 o)
appointed by the Company,-and the Coms: |
manders -of the troops, or even abufes,.

and vexations on the part.of the Military 5,
the fiege of Madrafs t, and the admini--

Mtration of the Company form, upon. all:
 thefe points,. violent prejudices: againt ir,.
and its pretentions. = ... .

I will not defcend here. mt,p the. odxousr

allegations one may hear repeated againft-
the integrity of Direétors of Companies in.
their admlnlﬂrqtion: I ‘thall CODtCHt my}

~ {elf with obferving, that many able mer--
-chants, who have been Diretors of Coma

panies, -after having quitted them, as well

~ as bufinefs, have thought it their duty to
- bear witnefs to the truth, in their public.

difgeurfes, .and writings, that Directions

- were not more favorable to the private ina *

tereft - of the proprietors, than the Com-

- panies themfelves are to the general intereft’ -
of the Nation. R I R e
 One fingle ftroke will ferve.to form 3 -

i_ud gment - from it on. _the,_fpirit of fuch a-
Company, and on what the Nation may’

" 4 Or Fort St. George, taken by the French in.

the late war; upon which it was faid. by .a Nabob.
of that country, that if he had intrufted a place of';_’ _

“his to dancing-girls, and they had giver. no better

-~ aocount of it than the Englith had done of that,”
“he would have ftruck their heads of,

- @




- adapt them to the englith tafte: and itis
to them that India owes, in a great mea-

- which all the, prohibitions of them have
. not been: able to put an' effeGtual ftop.

century. . o

European manufacures; for  confumable
articles of luxury, ‘and for crude materials
- “which. Europe and our own plantations

“who has adventured to I ndia, has already
felt, that its true interefts -confifts in ¢on-
{uming the ‘leaft quantity poffible of its-

thither ; that fs to fay, every nation has
been willing to throw off from itfelf ‘upen

~ another, the lofs from a commerce intrin.
fically ruinous: but as faft as all nations -
acquire a clear notion of this principle,

- they will be for carrying on a dire trade

S T . N . . . .

~ expe& from it. In 1670, it fent to India
| . acolony of dyers, throwfters, and weavers,
1| to perfeét the indian manufatures, and

~ fure, the great vogue, and footing, which-
- their ftuffs have got in England, and to

- I fhall conclude this article: by a pre--
o dition, of which'I dare fay, the truth will
- make itfelf fenfible before the clofe of this

The?commei'céibf'i‘.Ixid'ia;. hco;n‘ﬁﬁing;v’ as f
. it does, of a barter of filver, ‘and fome

might furnith us;- every ‘European Nation -
produdts; and to fell to others wherewith

~ to double.at leaft the money carried out

with India. The Eaft then betoming open

to all Nations, the Dutch will lofe, either -
by force, or by new difcoveries  in Afia,
and ‘even in America, their monopoly of -

~ the. pepper and dpice-trade. The Manu-
- fa&ures of India will be no longer, a want,

for Europe. Several nations have already
prohibited them. - Others have imitated =
them at home. * Thus the trade divided and

- reduced, will go on dwindling to nothing,
_and the profits will not be fufficient to de- -

fray the Company’s cfrges in their fettle-

- ments, which too will become of no ufe. =

- Whoever fhall read the hiftory of “the
South-Sea Company, will be puzzled to find

Jin it any charaéter of a trading Company,

or. any «affinity between its operations, and
the intention, or at leaft the pretext, .Q.f.xlts:; o
inftitution in 1950, .-

- The excluﬁ-Venprivil‘ege-"of:."its trade com-

~prehended all the Eaftern and Southern

- coaft of America, from the river Oroonoko,

and all its weftern-coafts from one pole to:
the other., It was alfo to. extend to its
- procuring the greateft encouragement to
‘the Britith-Fithery. Ui T

- Hitherto, we know of no new difco-

very, or any confiderable fettlement, for

T . which
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- which the Nation is beholden to this Com- | fortune which the proprictors and Diretors
- pany. - The trade of it to America has | underwentin 1720
been confined. to the fupplying the fpanith || So that whether this Company is tobe
- . colonies with negroes, and to the cargo ? fet down as a trading Company, or a refort -
_ of a fhip of permiffion, .agreed on by .a - of the Revenue, it is certain, that it has
 treaty of Affiento, which ‘was interrupted “HOt"aanemd“‘fi«the” of thofe ends; fince
by the war of 1740, four years before the, §  thetrade and hiheries have derived no en:
- term of expiration’: ‘a treaty difadvan- {  creafe from it, and the national debts have, .
tageous to the Natiom, ‘inafmuch. as it.  §
cftablifhed a monopoly,.to the prejudice of © '§

' of Grear Brizam, &c. 165

‘5_“? —

from the time of its inftitution to this day,

our American' colonies, -and of which the

- conditions || did:n()tf@if’fordzgreat::p’roﬁts to:

- the Company.. that had carried it into
© . execution. o o y

The whale-fithery is the only one it has

- attempted;  and even in that it has:shadgbuta |

an indifferent fuccefs. ..

"~ But in lieu of commercial u ndertakings,

one-finds on its regifters, bank-operations,
~ ftock jobbing; loans to the .government,
~which at one time ftood - debtor to. it for:
 thirty-four millions fterling (782 millions
~of livres.)  The project formed by it in

1719, to reimburfe the debts of the na- | |

. tion, will render it for ‘ever famous,  for.

 the' calamities and .exemplary - changes of
o T fortune

* Amongft. others, the cuftom of 33; plaﬁres: "'

- payable by the Company to the King of Spain, for
. every negroe pitta d'India it thould furnith to. the
- Spaniards, NPTS

augmented to above forty millions more
‘B than they were. T LT

- ke Levant or Turky Company,
 The Levant or Turky Compawy,. is an

antient, eftablifhment of thofe times, which

may well be called barbarous ones, with

- refpect to Trade: times when minifters,

- or favorites in power, -and even kings o

- themfelves, made an odious traffic of the =~

“natural rights of fubjeéts, «of which rights

and privileges they firipped one part, to-

~ fell them to the avidity of another part, -

‘There is- no naming any branch of com-

~merce then known, ‘ither.of ‘the abroad,

or heme trade, nor perhaps any merchans

- dize, even of the moft neceflary articles

- for life, which have not been the object

- of .exclufive Companies, of - licences, pas
tents, general and particular privileges, and -
“other monopolies, always ufhered in ,,und}:es v
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- the fpecious pretext of the Public-Good,
- and always its greateft enemies.”

 Lietters-patent - of the third yeat of

- James L. (1606) confirmed by Charles II.
“grant the exclufive privilege of trade, in
- the Levant-feas, to a Company, in which

~were not to be admitted any other fub-

Jjeéts, but members of fome trading’ cor-
- poration, citizens of London, if refidents
- within twenty miles' of London, on pay-

- Mment to the Company of 25/ ferling

- (575 livres) by fuch as fhould be under
twenty-fix years of age, and go/. fterling

- by fuch as fhould be‘above that age, with
liberty to employ each their ftock fepa-
- rately in that trade, butfubordinately to

thofe pafticular regulations which the Go-
-vernors, and chiefs of the Dire@ion-of the

faid Company, prefent in- a general af-

fembly of its"members, fhould enaét by a
- majority of votes, for the advantage of the

~ Company, and of Trade in general. :
~London was naturally pitched upon for

the reﬁdenceofthisﬁcompany, -which fet- o

tled its Dire@tion in it. That port was
~ the rendezvous of the fhips employed in
that trade; and their number in procefs of
time was limited ; the members of “the
Company had no longer the liberty to fend
. -out their thips feparately: by this means

' that
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that Diretion has at length accomplithed:
the putting London folely into poffeffion
of the navigation and trade of that Com-
pany: and-it has. taken care~to prolong
hitherto the enjoyment of its ufurpations ¥,
‘not . indeed, without fome difturbance, but
by ever fuccefsfully fifling: the complaints
which the manufattories of the Kingdom,

and even fome of its. own members have

- carried before the Parliament, againft the
oppreflion and tiranny of the leading-men
in the Diretion:. but even in the Par-
liament itfelf,- it did-not want for inte-

refted votes to defend it. Befides, a pri-

- vate perfon is always fo cautious, and
fearful of attacking a Company, and fuc-

céeds. fo rarely !

- XYet, how could there be any diffembling

- to onefelf the pernicious confequences
which muft have refulted from. a fiftem
which has concentered in Loondon the whole

trade of the Levant?

1ft, The exclufion of the manufdtures
of England too remote from London, vir-
tually effected by the advantage which the
nearer ones have over them, either from
the lefs charges of carriage, or the greater

e - Aacility

- * The very recent alterations, with refpet to this
Company, will be abferved in a note hereafter.
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famhty of accommodating themfelves to
certain dxfpoﬁtlons not publithed, befpoke,‘
- orforefeen in time by the Company. =~ =

~2dly, The hard laws which the Comsgl :
| pany could - arbitrarily impofe on the ma-

- fiufaftures it preferred to others, both and
all ‘of ‘which have complamed the one as -

loudly as the other:

“3dly, The- greatgf c]‘i’arges of camage’

to London, for thofe manufactures,. which

‘have nearer ports: thofe alfo'of Commif-

fion, Fa&orﬂup, ‘War¢houfe-room; - which

fome towns thight” have fpared to  the
dealer, the expences in fhort of thipping

and port-charges, much greater at %‘_.ondonf?

_than ¢lfewhere.

4thly, The fame dxfadvantages for our
‘manufatures, in receiving by the fame™
- way, " the- filk, goats-halr, and other ma-"
- terials’ from the Levant, which" they em-
ploy, or confume.
Norwich, -Coventry, “have reafon to com-
plain’ of the fort of ‘monopoly, or pre-
- ference which the manufactures of London
enjoy, by this ‘means,, to ‘their prejudice.
It'is in a manner forcing them to make
their filk, hair ftuffs, mohairs, as dear as
thofe of London itfelf, the place in Enow'

Manchefter, Derby,

and where worki is the deal €ﬁ:

Thc -

- tion of - quantity :

- The |
the cenduét of that Company have left no
doubts to the Nation, of the’ fpirit thar .

ubhc, or fecret. reircumftances of
has animated it.

fitks from Italy.

ambition and jealoufy. -

~But the regifters of its dehberatlons, |
and ‘particular regulations, and by- laws,
fubmitted ‘to in{peétion, would lay open,
in'a greater detail, all the practices which
- private “intereft could invent againft the
~ Public-Good. - One might fee all the re-
ftraints laid on this trade, fuch as the firft
* limitation of the number of its fhlps,«
- upon which alone it was permitted to
. lade one’s merchandize ;. fuch too as fet-
ting the time of their departure: hmltag
‘alfo reftraints” on the

time of making their- inveftments or pur-
chafes in England “on the  conditions,

- price, and time of fale in the Levant:

Reftraints, in fine, which fubﬁ&: to a
cuftom, or rather a mulé of twenty per

.cent. thofe commodmes which - fhould be\k
. o dxfpofedf

L)
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Itis well known with

- what ardor. it follicited the ‘a& of pavha-:
- ment: which prohxbxted the importation of
In 1740, we faw the
efforts it oppofed to the eftablithment of
@ dire¢t commerce between. the englith
merchants of Ruffia, and Perfia, by the
~ Cafpian fea; proofs thefe fufﬁcxent of 1ts;

.
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difpofed of, cOntfary: to- the intention of

. thofe'laws: reftraints again of the like na-

‘: ture, C ontinued ‘in Engl&nd” UPOH the fale
of the commodities brought in return,

 On the firft view of thefe different re-

“gulations, we fhould  clearly difcern two
‘principles which™ have. dictated almo[-’c‘ | 'akll‘
“of them: the one," tending to confine
~within' the {malleft number poffible of

‘members; the profits” of the Compagy.

~“Now' in: a trade fubjeéted tO,;*fO"eranSr
reftraints, the richeft members, who al-

ways take the lead-in the: direttion, fooner
~or later compafs the difcouragement, or

- exclufion of the weaker ones. "~ The time

of: buying and felling cannot be the fame |

for a merchant who has a great capital,
-and. for him who.deals upon credit. ~The

~other principle is confequentialito the firft,
~and “tends to encreafe the profits of the -

Company by the very means which' con-
trat the trade to a narrower bottom. I

- fhalf cite for one example,. the refolution it
~ took in 1718, to delay for ten-months the

~departure of its thips for Turky ; a delay

which it fince prolonged, from time to
time, and of which it openly, and pub-

lickly declared the intention and motive,
*To be of raifing the price of. englith

< manufattures in Turky, and that of filk = |

- and' at’ the fame time' to

0" multiply their ‘exports.

- of GREAT BT &¢ 169

“ i England Tt is thus that” e Duich

by 4 like policy, but a pdlicy though

with which “their’ country’ cannot' reproach

them; butn, at tintes, of throw into the .

fea, great quantities‘of pepper, fpice, corn,

- to keep up-the price of thény. Thud the -

fpitie: of moropoly is' evér” @ deftriiftive

one.. Fof'to ftop’ the expértition’ of the
p porthtion”

PR

* woollens, what is it better, ini* effet, than

to bura the looms- of the manufadtures,

worknief®s hands' theif meanis’ of fub-

fiftence? Such is neverthelefs, and almoft
 neteffirily, the fpirit of a Company: It

wieft out of the

will: prefer'a gain of ten per cent. upon a
thoufand ‘ton of expotts;* to five per cent.

export.” On'the’ contrary, in' a freé trade,
competition' neceffarily forces the 'mefcha‘ﬁt;

- upon two thoufand tons, which it might

to be*fatisfied wich: moderate ‘gdinis: theit.

only ‘way: to" encreafe their profits, ‘being -
"1'afK here,

which” of thefe tWo fyftems is" the ‘moft

profitdble o the State 2
~« "T'hé advdcatés for‘ the: adminiftration of

the Compahy alledge, ‘that it is neceffary to

- fet-juft bounds to exportation : that if ance
- the' foreign” markets’ are fuffered to gét -
- glutted* with” pur * commodities, ‘the méte
. chants) and- trade iefelfate ruihed; © -+

| o I an-
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I anfwer, that the over-abundance of

 merchandizes in a place has lefs extraor-
e dmal’Ya and lefs fata] effe@s.

If the quan-
tity, for example, is double the confump-

tion of the year, in fuch . cafe the mer-
* chants waxt fometimes before they fell, or

fell at a lefs price for riddance.-fake: the:

confumption then- will perhaps encreafe
by this diminution of the price, and on
this ' occafion, the trade in general will -

| gam, though the merchants may not, and

that even fome of them may be ruined.

. In the mean time, the trading towns, on

advice of this over—abundance, dxmxmfhv

their conﬁgnments, and in a fhorter, or o
- longer fpace of tlme, the equxhbrzum gets

reftored. .
Beﬁdes, I Would put the queﬁxon to any_ ‘

 difinterefted perfon, whether for the time
~that this over-abundance caufes our ma.
- nufadtures to languith, thofe. of the Foe

reigner do not feel the fame effeds from
it, though the caufe does not come from
him: or whether, when the Foreigner
fhall himfelf occafion this over ‘abundance,
our exports will not, though direGted by

S a Company, fuffer a ‘momentary diminu-

tion.  Are not all our dealings in trade

- "with Spain, Portugal, Holland, and even

‘thb our own, colomes, hable to thefe -
‘ v1cxf— |

e besa e o e i Ui il

b . . :

o v1c1ﬂ'1tudes ? and will any one, under this

- has got over to itfelf the greateft part of
- and the privileges granted to the town of

- Marfeilles, have given to this town, and
- to the fouthern manufactures, an excluﬁve

 efpecially where the hbertles of it are con-
- cerned. »

| is an eternal truth, that to regulate expor-
{feilles does, in fack, enjoy an exclufive pri-,

i vilege of trade to the Levant,

Levant.

of GREAT BRITAIN, &c.._ 171

Ppretext, propofe the fubjeting them anew.
to the conftraints from Wh1ch they have
been happily freed.

But France, it will be fald F rance Wthh

this-trade, fets bounds 1tfelf to its exports,

privilege of trading to the Levant,
To this T anfwer :  Firft, that notw;th-
ftanding the authorxty of GEE, one odght
not,. without great - precaution, to take -
France for a model in matter of trade,

2dly, That, 1in. France, as elfewhﬁre, it

tations, is the way to. cramp them, and
confequently to leflen. them that if Mar-

France
has,  like England, deprived 1tfelf of -
thofe branches of trade which the other |
ports, and manufa@ories of the kmgdom,
might have procured for themfelves in the

But an- 1rrefragable anfwer, and the trué
one, IS, that France owes its fupcrxomy to.
| I 2 us
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us in the Levant, only, and merely to the
fuperiority of its cloth over ours: for the

beft cloths are’ thofe which fuit the beft

thuig countries in which they are con+
- {uméd 3 and the French have taken care
- to model, and adapt their manufattures
to the taﬁe of the people of the Le-'

vant. i

In that is the whole gli’c of the fecret

of the trade: as the infallible method of

obtammg the preference over all competi-

tors in any commerce, is that of working
~ beft, dnd- cheapeft :

- and withall exempt from the odious con-

 fequences of-one: a- principle this, which
is at once of a felf-evident truth, and a

- guide equally fure for the Statefian in his
adminiftration, and- for the- pnvace mer-:
chant in his dealings,

‘The fummary eftimate I ihall fub_]om,

~may give an idea of the importance of

this trade, and of the diminution it ‘has-

fuffered from year to year, doubtlefs caufed
by our bad policy, of which our:rivals.
“have takcn care: 1o make thelr advan».

tage. o

Between the years 1720 and 1740, thes

amount of our yearly exports  to Turky,

m cloths, and other merchandize,” was.
computed

-a method, I averr,
more certain than that of a monopoly,’ ,

SR

I
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computed at 180,000/, fterl. (4.140,000
livres) one year with another : The im-

portations for the fame time, and almoft
the whole, in materials for our mam‘“ B

tures, were eftimated at 236,4701 ﬂ:erhnfr
a year (5 438 810 hvres.) o
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It was doubtlefs then without any foun-

i ”‘datlon that' the Company hoped, or made
; Eng]and hope, that it would render us

mafters of the trade to the Levant, by the

help of it§ admmlf’tratlon, its prefents*,

,and its pra&xces ‘vain,  unprofitable fer-
vices, with which the Nation might well

“have difpenfed. The National Minifters,

and Confuls, could protect the trade, by
the ufual means in_ thofe countries: and

‘the National pgwer ‘was able to command
the refpect due to it: and as to the Englith -
merchants, it was their part to deferve a’

preference over ‘other nations, by the ad-
vantages the Turks fhould find in their
dealings with them. But that is what they

will never attain to ; if they have not left

to them . the liberty and choice of their

ports, and fhips, of the time and condi- - |
‘tions of the purchafe and fale of their

N

goods, as well exported, as imported in
return ¢ and thofe regulations which may
be needfull for the Good of the trade,

‘will be always fufpectable and dangerous,

!whcn they are_not. of the frammg of ‘a

,Qr;,.»

* By the Company s accompts it appears, thatr
between 1723 and 1740, its charges and expences,
including the prefents, at Conftantinople, Aleppo,

and Smyrna, have amounted yearly to 80001 ﬁcr—
ding. {184,000 livres.)

Com-‘
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kCommlttee of merchants, at once well—.
acquamted and Wlthout any byafs of m~ ;

teref’c, m thls trade T

CONCLUSION.

Thus it is that five excluﬁve Compa-'
nies have got themielves into ‘poffeflion of

’thc three quarters of the known World |

_ 1- The numerous . complamts and petmons of the'
yrmcrpal ports, and manufa&ures in England, lain
- before the Parhament, obtamed in the lait feffion, -
“the 26th year of George II. af a&, of which the

bill could not pafs-the preceding Paxhament, which
enafts, amongft other difpofitions,
~That, to reckon from the 24th of june 1724.,

every fubje€t of Great Britain may, ‘on his petition
prefented to ‘the Governor of that Company, be ad-
- mitted, paying only zol entrance to - the fald -

Company.
‘That all members of the Company may export

 feparately, or in joint:ftocks, to the feas’ of the
Levant, all licit merchandizes, in fuch quantity,
“in fuch' time, and difpatched from fuch port of
~ Great Britain, as they fhall think fit. -

That no particular regulation, or. by law of thg

faid Company, fhall have any force, untill havmgf
pafled two general aflemblies, and that all mem-
bers 'of the Company, complainants, to the nimber
of feven, fhall be admitted .to-appeal to the.Com-
" miffioners of Trade and Plantations, againft any
regulations, or by-laws, they fhall Judge to be

oontrary to their. intereft.

RS
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~and the free trade of ‘England has feen it

- feems deducible from the ana

* eroduce in the end

fef reduced 1o Europe, and to the con-
fined poffeffions it has_in. the three other
parts of the Globe, = '

As for the 1eft, the following proof
exammatlon Gf ‘the OngIHOf the Fiohts.
and of the fuccefles of the S

ARieg. o LRt

" Uaft, With refpect to the‘abrdad-frédé, |

;hat-, if ;eXcluﬁdeompanies ‘have been ne-
ceflary in time paft, they may ceafe to be
fo in other circumftances : and that the

diffolution. of Ihem bemg ;;9@‘.39 bsc_ome :

general,

poflible, is a certain gain te Trade in
~2dly, That in the prefént point of time,

- gxclulive Companies are lefs neceffary than

- ever. (if ever they were {0) to eftablifh
new channels of trade, and that they

- are’ hurtfull, and ruinous in thofe ,already

eftablithed. ™

* 3dly, That even, in the cafe of Com- =
 panies, termed free, and not_exclufive
ones, which might be thought ufeful], the

exclifive fpirit which.reigns amongft their

Gevernars. and Directors, .is fure to in-
onopoly, with all its

peraicious confequences,

Y ]
[ |

i ) . U
ol e i

" the above Coms"
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neceffary to proteét any eftablifhment of™
trade, thofe forts,” and troops, like all
the reft, ‘ought to be maintained at the
charges, and fubordinate to the orders of -

the Nation: agreeable to this principle,
that as Trade fpecially belongs to the Na- -

tion, fo ought alfo the charges incident
thereto.. L

~sthly, To conclude with {fomething at.
once applicable to the abroad, -as well as.

 to the home-trade : all eftablifhments, or-

regulations - concerning Trade, ought to
be effayed upbn- the following principles,:
as upon fo many touchftones: to wit;

That, in Trade; induftry is the offspring |

of liberty :  That the home and :abroad™
confumption depends ‘on .the cheapnefs of

4thly, That if forts, and troops, are

the commodity, which cheapnefs is the"
confequence of competition : That con-:

fumption promotes the employ of indi-"
~viduals, and the encreafe of People, fole:
_altive and creative principles in a State. -

¥y V. Some

PO N ___:3 .
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‘“V Same REFLEXIONS upo:z POPULATION e
2he EmproyMENT of INDIVIDUALSS

| she Poor 3 MARRIAGES 3 :md NATU-
z’RALIZATIGN. -

IT is in- proportxen to the number of»
men which a State poflefles, that it
tan be efteemed powerfull Itis in pro-.
~ portion to the number of its-men, that its

lands can be better cuh:xvated that the

hands employed in . its ~manufactires, and
the arms which defend i it, are -more nume- .
rous; that the taxes and charges bear thc.

lighter upon every one. . -
But how narrow, how conﬁned is thc

~mind of man! Thofe men to whom, un-
~ der the fupreme dire@tion of a Providence
- which embraces the whole Univerfe, the
care of earthly concerns is entrufted, fcarce .
underftand which is that form of Socxety,,.

under which it would- be moft advan-

tageous for them to live; which is the

mo{’c favorable dxﬁr:butlon of men to that

fiftem they have preferred. So many cir-
«cumitances have contributed to form thefe

focieties, thefe fiftems, that thofe who have
found them eftablifhed, have been tempted

i beheve them the work of Chance. The

greateﬁ

el
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~greateft ' number of - men’ exift ‘without

petceiving ‘the caufes of ‘their exifténce,

‘and arethe effeét of them, without know~
ing that they are fo.  Then again, thefe

caufes are fo complicated ! and befides

the - intereft of knowing ‘them  touches fo
few minds ! Yet, there is in ‘every ﬁﬁem

of government,’ -fome  certain proportlon

~more favorable than ancther, of the ufe to'

be made of the earth, water, and pro
«dués forced therefrom by human mdu{’cry

~of ‘the local diftribution of men, through"

colntries, boroughs, villages, and towns-
of the diftribution of the different’ em-
ploys in ‘Society amongft thefe men’; . of

the diftribution of the labors in ‘each c]afs,
“and of the produce of thofe labors, ‘Wealth

or eaf'y circumftances. ~ But this Ppropor-]
tion, fuppofe it in attuall ex1ﬁence, is

‘hable to fo many vzolent chano-es, as fa-’

mine, plag ues, Wars, ‘to. fo many imper-
b ]

<ceptible ones, as alterations in *trade, luxury,
“‘manners! To fo many variations which its*
" relations to other States ‘may occafion ;'
and to fo many others, which may be the’”
- work of Laws, that men often make ymh-"

out forefecing their conlequences! -

- Yet is it not indifferent for men to

conceive, or ‘obtain clear notions of this

,A’ocml oeconomy, of its proportions, changes
| | 16 ». and |




- :\‘it‘&c} : :Adﬁgptggeér afid: ‘Difadyaptages )
and their gonfequences., It is on the pers

 feét relation, of thefe caufeg to ong qqg;bcr{ .
that depends the exiftence of that fiftem

.......

“undex which ;h@y live. Themfe}vq arg -
- fubje@, for their own preferyation, to the
-~ aftion Qf thofe. {prmgs, which- themfelves
- fet, or keep going, wlthout being able
te calcplate furely, theireffedts. A fingle
~one of thefe {prings deﬁ;rqyed or weaken:

~ ed, extends: fometlmes 1ts dlforders even

to the fources of hfq: “and thefe haughty,
creatures, who imagine themfelyes the final
caufe of all earthly things, perlgfh by thcgry

own works, and. with them. . - .

xxxxx

1 leave to. Phe vaft. fpeculatxons of le-
| §1ﬂat1ve geniufes, to imagine the moft

avorable fiftems to pupu]atlon 3 to critic,
~hiftorians the fearch into what may have,

been that of antient empires; to Politi-

cians the ftudy of what may. be thqt of thei |
Sf.atcs with whom they are in any relamon,;

or of what they have to fear from if: I

%all reftrict myfelf to, the examination. Qf*.r
t

.......

€ means “of- arriving at a cxrc:umﬁamuali

Knowledge of the populanpn of England, . -
. and of making a profitable ufe of that,
. knowledgc, which, all fimple.as it {eems,.

is doubtlefs hmhly mtereﬁmg For Popu-

- lation is the certain criterion ‘by.which we.,
o are ;auaht the ﬁatc of health of the Body-,. |

polmc' .

pghgg Ehat pomc of txmg in whlch itis
moft ﬂpnﬂung 5 ought certamly to be e-

fteemed ;ha}: point of time in which, un~

der all gaod gavernments, the ftrength of
the State is. at the higheft. Praifes are,
in Sogxﬁgy, given to him Who buﬁes hime
felf in the {ftudy of ther means_to multi ply
thofe gompqra;wely vile, and ufefull ani-
mals, which man cgmpells to. ferve -his

-~ yfes,: and how much more laudable ought
- it to appear, to meditate, and contribute
to.the. multiplication of the human {] ec1es,5j

of Man, that nobleft of Bemgs in lus own
eyes, of all thofe whmh breathe on the facc
of the eartl}g T

e

& Cla,ndms %xﬁet, a fgen,g:h poet, m hls dedlca-"
txon to the Cardinal Mazarin' of his: latin. poem,;

entitled Callipadia, or; the manner of gerting: beau—, '

# full children, fays with as much. truth, &s.graces::
“Diu multumgue cogitaviy Cardinalis Eminentiffime,
prudmnfne animi_foret, bujus poematis editionem fub

 facri-tui mominis aufpicio moliri: ab l:oc propofito me .

detervebat tenerioris, nec a(mnd’e grarvz:, ut multi ex’

'przma Sronte cenfebant, argumenti candma A

Sic dzfvmz Mayonis azm.r Georgicon's .o 1. € C,
Mecanati.totius Imperii Romani, ipfiufque A’uguﬁz Im-»

| peratarz: aq{mmzﬂro infcriptum quondam fuit .

Enimwero quis /cgete: étiam letas, latis tbalamn ' ‘ ,
ulmis ad;anﬂa: wites, Jponfis ad jmlcbram ﬁzbalzm
leeélu 5 boum curam, habendigug pecoris cultum, ip--

ﬁm bommu caalz;[mzft;, nafeentis, G adolefeentis:

ure:
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The means of obtaining an ufefull’ know-
lfge of the ftate of population, ‘are redu-
cible to the Turvey of the land, and a
recenfion of thé inhabitants,
order of - th1n§s to begin’ by the Land-
furvey: “becaufe Man' is more. fubordinate

to the earth, for’ his means of life, and‘ |

| multlphcauon, ‘than the ‘earth itfelf i to

Man for its producc., 1 do not propofe
to myfelf, the giving an “exa&t plan of

thefe furveys and recenfions, but fhall

~ content myfelf with a Tummary mdlcauon

~ k,leaﬂ: tbe neceﬂ'ames of hfe, all powerfull as,
ST

of thexr general mtcnuon's.

Of the LAND SURVEY: = °
‘A country may doubtlefs contain more

inhabitants than it can fupport, or employ

with the produts of its own. grovvtﬁ
but a people that has not within itfelf, at

' ,ame preponat, mfi malas remm eﬁtmatar baberz ﬂaz

erubef/cat R

His lzcear addere ratzonem, que carmen boc rzaﬂrum}_
Reg:bm etmm Regnorumgue mademtarzbu: Jerio com-. -

. mendety
- moderamen, non in _fegetes, aut pecora, fed in zp/b.f:‘

‘Quum enim ipforum. Imperium, ]mper:zqdej

bhomines proprioy & convenienti modo procedats  quis

bec noftra de bumane pulchraque prolis habendi ra=
. t{one precepta,, ad Regnamm decus, rolmrgue com{u- :
- cerey SALICIsgue etiani legzlms aq’/ungenda e e nozz‘

aconcedat

Itis in the

LEy
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it may otherwife be, holds no better than:
a power ill-fecured, and precarious ; ‘which
time may reduce toits juft. value, that is'
to fay, to the value of its lands. = . .

.. Such a furvey of the land as would. ane:

fwer the good purpofes prefumable from:

it, thould be an exatt map, which:be-i

fides the ch{tances, nvcrs, canals, fhould

contain, |
ift, The furface of the land appl«otted

" to towns, villages, boroughs, the number

af their houfes, and ftages of erettion,
~2dly, . The number of farms, and houfes»

. fcattered about the Country, belongmg to':

the cultivation of lands. -
3dly, The number of acres of iand be--
k)ngmg to' each tcwn, vxllave, or. bo.

| rough

4thly, The number Of acres of Iand, in
cultivation, diftinguifhed: by the1r cheral
fpeczes of products;.

5thly, The nature ”and extent of the’

Waﬂe or uncultivated lands. = =
6thly, A numerical account of the cattlc
of all forts. 5

From all thefe tmths known and cer-' |
- tlﬁed compared with the number of in-

habltants, ‘the followin conclu‘f
with certainty, be ded%lced ons mrght,
F irft, Wthh that fpecles is ef the pro-

dufts
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dudts of the earth, that employs the moft

ground, and the moft men in the cultiva=.

~ tion of it; and, in what proportion, it may

be moft convenient to diftribute or allot:
the land, to the different fpecies of pro-

duce. Nor, without due knowledge of

the caufe, would one fpecies be fuffered to.

be encreafed, at the expence of another,
If a fudden augmentation of export,. or:
confumption: thould happen to exhauft a.
fpecigs flow of repairing, as has happened:

‘to the woads of England, a caleulate, and:

comparifon of years, would give warning

of the commencement, and- progrefies of
~the evil, time enough to provide a remedy

againfk.it.

2dly, A GOm‘paﬁi;f@ﬁ:’ might be madé‘;,@féf |
the acres of ground in a&ual cultivation,.
with the: number of farms belonging to it,

It is natural that, according to the dif-
- ference of their produéls, or of their fer-

tility,, thefe- farms fhould be at' a greater

or lefs diftance from one another: accord-

ing: to. dedu@ions from this knowledge, -

one might favor the converfion of com=
mons; -and: pafturages, into: enclofed and
~ arable lands : this would at the fame time

- favor the multiplying of farms, which the

richer the country, become every day the

- lefs numerous; in.proportion.to the extent

- of

T L

diminifh the charges of a more divided huf-

bandry : infemuch that a thoufand pounds.
fterling a year, in bad, or indifferent Jands’
let out to farm, will give fubfiftence to -
thirty or-forty families of laborers, whilt
~ in a rich country the {ame extent would
- {carce employ fix.. -
- gdly, ‘Whereas, in a country of manu-
fatures, and commerce; ‘the produéts of

the earth can n_eifg»r,v,be ‘multiplied, but to
the greater benefit of confumption, and

expor{ation, - there ought no land. to be:
{fuffered to remain uncultivated or in wafte. -

Every Year then, thofe works which the

fand requires of men to render it habitare
~ ble, woyld be promoted’s fuch as clearing
the ground, navigation of rivers, canals,

and roads.. Sheuld even foreigners, if nes
ceflary, -be called-in to aid thofe purpofes,
the State would gain -by it the new value.

of the improved lands, and a new-fund of

4. Ufefull- animals, . efpecially the live
ftock of eattle, - hold amongft the pro-

ductions of the earth, and relatively to
- them, a very important rank : the propa- -
- gation then of -them might be encouraged
0 thefe plices, whers it would be moft
NN T - advan-
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of the farmed ground, through -the land-
owners Jaying them together, in-order to

i e o
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advantageous.” The decreafe of them pros
ceeding from- diftempers or other caufes,

might be remedied, or prevented«by pro-
- pofing premiums, for the difcovery of fpe-
cific remedies, which' fhould be made pub~
lic by authority: ‘and by granting to the

owners of the cattle afli&ed with fuch

a fcourge, a gratxﬁcatlon a{ﬁgnable on the,.“

poors tax.

On the RECENSION zy" zbe INHABITANTS,
confidered with refpe to the general

PUP”ZWZM, and to the local dj ifribution

of them into Counties, Tt owm, .Borougbs,
- Villages, and. Parifpes.. .

Upon fo important an obJe& as thls,

~_why content one felf with conjeétures, with -
calculates made ‘on fuppofitions, of which
 the exaltnefs depends on fo many circuth-

ftances, for the moft part ill known, when

it is fo. eafy to procure yearly an exa®
ftate. of the numbers of every living foul -

in every parith of England, and even of

the three kingdoms, houfe by houfe?

'Hltherto, confined as we have been to-the
accounts of births, deaths, and diftempers,
- what have we been able to know of the
general State -of the Kingdom ¥ London
itfelf has no: pofitive - knowledge of the

number of its: mhabxtam;s Some Carry it

| | e

e s
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fo high as a million of fouls s others only -
to eight hundred thoufand :. others again,
with more probability, -to fix hundred and
ninety-five thoufand, accordmg to the cal-,
“ culations of Dr. Short. x

By means-of fuch*a general recenﬁon,,

how many new points of-knowledge would .

‘manifeft - themfelves to oureyes? how
_many errots would vanith away? how
many truths proved by faéts ? how many

effetts, hitherto. unknown, would make

us trace out the caufes of them equally.

nevvtousp : sl
One mlght afcertam,e by companng

thh one another, the ftates of the mar-

~ riages and births in Towns, Boroughs, and

- the Country, which of thefe- different af-
- femblages of men is the m@ﬁ favorablc o
populatxon &

As to London efpemally, the i’cate ofka
blrths and deaths in it (to which is not
~ joined that  of the marriages) 1 prefents
faéts to us, of -which the confequences:
ought not but to alarm us, and which well
de{erve the mo[’t partlcular attention of the
TSR SR : Natmn.f

1~ The balls of mortahty in London take in 13 5
parlfhes, contained within the diftrict of the towns

-, of London, Weftminfter, borough of Southwark,.

“and round-about, in the counties of Mlddiefex, and’
Surrey, ; : «
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Nation.  ‘For example ;  you find that

~ from 1600 to 1750, the ‘fum total of
deaths has gone on yearly encreafing from
6000 to 25,000, and that of births no

~more than from 6060 to 14,250: fo that
in proportion to the encreafe of the num-
ber of deaths, (thofe by the plague non-
~included) the difference between the births
and the deaths has proceeded  conftantly
encreafing, infomuch, that from 1000 to
1010, which in ‘the begmnmc of the fe-
‘venteenth century was the .proportion of

the deaths to the births, it has mfenﬁby’ .

. ::come to be from 1000 to 570. KRR

- For this century alone; the difference of

the fum total of births, and the fum total

‘of deaths, exceeds 400,000, So'that here

would actually be 400,000 fewer inhabi-

tants in London, if the Country (as ex- -
perxence eternally proves) had not replaced :

“to it this annual- deﬁru&ion, ‘which,"
thefe laft fifteen years, has gone on en-

creafing to' the amount of ten thoufand‘ |

- one year with another. -~
~ The recenfion of the mhabxtants, and

b iy pyn o o o % D N s, ceps R
R L e A A i e S et A S T S R R
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A ftate of the births; and deaths in the: ,

;Country, and in the fmall towns of it,,

would probably confirm - the commonly
received opinion;. which is, that the fum.
of ‘each -of them is pretty: near equal, if
ot even in-favor of the births, - -~
A comparifon of the annual. recenfions:

- of different years:would furnifh: authentic:

teftimony of the encreafe or. decreafe of:

the general population. . ‘One might alfo
defeend- into- the . details' of: particular pos-

pulation : -one might fee what counties,
towns, or parithes, difpeopled fafteft, or.
made a. contrary progrefs... Thefe cﬁ’e&s‘
being the work of- nature, or even of:
human: difpofitions : rex;ned}es might . be:
applied to: any diforders. of -the general,
-political machine,” and induftry might fup--

* plement, or improve natural advantages.

1 take it for granted-beforehand,. thata,
comparifon of all thefe enumerations would -
teach: us the ‘following truths, doubtlefs
unpleafing ones, but.of which:it is of im~
portance not to be 1gnorant. TR

1ft, That London, in comparlfon wzth

the othentowns of England, and fome
towns, in comparifon . thh the countryy’,
and with the boroughs and. villages in it,

\the ftate of deaths in each place, with. the
“circumftances of age, feafons, diftempers,
plagues,“ famines, would fhow us which is .
'the ‘moft favorable: dxﬁ:mbunon to the hfe, have a fenfible difadvantage, in- peint of ;
;and hcalth of mankmd SIEEIN RS D I hcalch duranen of. life,. number-of  mat-
R Al e o : nages,
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 riages, poor,. and beggars, robbenes and

= other enormities. -

- 2dly, That London has grown, andl
continues ftill to grow, out of compafs, at
the expence of and to the fenfible diminu-

tion of 'the other: towns and botoughs, at
the expence in fhort of the clafs of la-

borers: .and that fomex capital towns do

- the like in their refpeétive counties.

- From thence might be concluded,h thatg
- it has been the effect of the greateft in-
confideration, and of the wori’c pollcy

1mag1nable. .

ity Too have . concentered at London |
the trade to the Eaft-Indies, Levant,

South-fea, &c. .-gby eftablithing = the  refi-

~dence of " thofe: tradmg Compames in- the

port'of London. - . :

2dly, - To favor; of to fuﬁ'er in it the |

B ei’cabhlhment of new manufattories.

One might be convinced,  that thefe
operations, or fuch other,  as thould tend
to encreafe the growth of London, or of
- any- other town. already conﬁderable, are:
bad.
Sty If but for that alone that they pro-;;
duce tlns effe@®, or tend to it. o
- oadly, Becaufe the affluence and multx-,
‘tude of men employed " in. London, in

thefe tlades, and. manufa&ones, as dealers,

packers,_.~ 1
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‘packers, porters, fa&ors, workmen breed

in it a dearnefs of provifions, and of work,
by which thefe trades, thefe manufa&orxes,
+ and even agriculture itfelf, fuffer. Now,

- {o many Poor whom the Pubhc maintains,
- fo. many fuperfluous inhabitants of towns,
‘were they tranfmxgrated or allured by

any means whatever .into the country, and
the uncultivated lands of it, this would
produce two great advantages, the difbur-

- thening the Public, and the places they
- would leave 3 and new l"lChCS in the coun-

try they would inhabit, » =~ -
Thefe conjettures, and the confequences

“deducible from them, appear fo obvious
“to the eyes but of common-fenfe, -that one
- cannot without " furprize obferve Sir G..

Petty ferioufly difcufs, which of ‘the two
following combinations would be moft ad-
vantageous. to- England that is to fay, to
which of the two it would be beft for
England to approach the neareft: the one, -
in which London alone fhould contain -

4 millions. 694 thoufand inhabitants, and»’_

‘the otl;er toWns, and vxllages of England,
N A - only

—t Wltm:fs, among{t others, the manufaé‘tory of'
Chelfea-porcelain. Its wares bear no comparifon

with thofe of Saxony, in point of ‘pafte, whitenefs,

drawing,. or colors, nd are neverthelefs at leaﬁ a

i tlurd dearer,
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only ‘2 .millions, 710 thoufand- afiongft

them « the othet, accordmg to which Lion= E
don:fhould: net contain’ above 96 thoufand

inhabitarits, and the remainitig » million

304 thoufand inhabitants to be diftributed,

R

viz. 104 thoufard into’ little ‘towhs; and

e millions’ 206 thoufand:into 1200 thous =

fand houfes;-having each alot of 24-acres,

The: byafs: he difcovers- towdrds the: fitf¥
-fuppofition, or: at leaft: the indecifion un<
der which he'leaves the queftion; - deferves

~ dotibtlefs: the qualification himfelf gived
to the two fuppoﬁtlons,; thxch heﬁ fermé
extravagant. - ‘ ! |

_Of t/ae REC@NSIQN af tbe INHABITANTS,

" confidered with rcﬁw'ﬁ to- tbé emplaymmt :

| qftbem.-;-.,,, e .

~Man, either- in Socxety or-out’ of ity

_can <only draw his fubfifténee; and- his de-
fence from his-labor. I {aciety, all oughﬁ
1o contribiite’ to-thofe expences which pro-
~ cure- the fafety and happinefs of the com-
- munity. Thefe: charge§ are' paid by every
one out: of! the furplufage of: whiat he- pof-

~ feflés, or of what he has earned by his
~ labor; beyond the-neceffaries-of life; It is -
of importance“then toa: State, to' multiply.
- the means of employing its fubjets : but
& there are dlﬁercnt degrees of neceﬁity, and
, wcufefuld

b
5
5

ORI IR RS o o

R P e

- {ervices: they have devoted ‘to it:
“to fay, the Clcrgy, thc land and fea forces, .;

- with what eye the State ough 5
on thefe thrce claﬂ%:s. e
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ufefulnefs;, amongft thofe employmenrs. |

Now a recenﬁon, in which men fhould be
divided -into the: feveral ‘clafles formed by

thofe employments, can alone furnifh- the"
knowledge and’ ability of-making acer-

tain ufe ; and that ufe:the beft poﬂible of
» the fubjeéts. comprehended in it.

‘Without- entering “into "a dlfcuﬁion ob>
the preferénces, -and precedences, due,. ori
granted to certain employs in: fociety above:
others, mankind . miglit be. oene ally dr«
vided into three claffes. )

- Clafs the firft, contammg thofe Wthh
properly form the mafs of the State, and
furnith it with means of fubfifterice:: fuch:

as the landed- men, laborers, traders, and

manufaé‘turers.\ vt Gt
The fecond, thofe men who recexve ‘
their - fubﬁﬁence from' the State, for the

that is

the lawyers. ,
- The "third, thofe men wbo draw g as
tuxtouﬂy their fubfifterice from: the State
fuch as the' Stock-holders, peoplc in no
employ, and beggars. . -
‘This fimple divifion clearly pmnts out,

'

} ;f'.to xook ‘

K SN "V’F‘msr»-
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FIRST‘ CLASS of MEN-

Thxs Clafs waLl hear two great dms
'ﬁons..z

The Landed men, and Laborer&

" The Manufa&urers, and Traders.

* Their intereft is evidently a common-
one 3 or rather 1dem:1cally one and- the
fame, fince the land is only valuable ac--
cording to the confumption of its pro-:
- duéls, and that T'rade turns fpecifically andw

cﬁ'entlally upon thofe products. -
" As' to 'the landed-men, .and laborers, 1t |
fhould be obferved, that this firft employ:
~ of ‘men, being the foundation of all the:
 reft, this clafs deferves the greateft atten-
tion to promote the progrefs of their i m«

ftry, and population. o
duNr())r accougt Izch,@n <could be too circums
' ftantial, ‘in defcribing the number ofr la-

borers in each parifh; the number of. their
marriages, ‘their fecundlty, the duration of
the life of thefe- valuable men;, who exer-
cife the moft neceffary, the moft labo-
rious, - and the leaft payed employment; in
fociety. Humanity, and the public in-
tereft, ought ‘unanimoufly to concur to the
procuring: them the eafieft and  happieft

condxtlon for whxch the State:: would be
' recom-

recompenfed by the ericreafe of its rzéhes,v

~ in men; and‘in’ produéions.

It would be found that  the heips oﬁ
Surgetyy and ‘Phifie;  too abundant 1w
towns, are: not emough fptead: over- ehid
country: that' the pedfants are’ fubjedt to
difedfes naturally fimiple enough; but which,
for want of proper care; degenerate int@
niottal weakneﬁ‘es, pinings: away, madnefs,

- epileplies; and other accidents which riiake

‘continual havock amongff them.* I Know
that multitude of rerhedies, and all of
them {pecific, “are quoted.. But is there
one. certainly fo? which is it?. Do not
fuch difcovéries deferve a ﬁornal reward |
and a moft authentic notonety P

add a value ¢6 the produ&xons of the
earth, and’ procure them -confumption at
home and abroad.  The fums which the

State reccives-on the ballance of trade, are
the produce of the induftry of this clafs

of men. There is then no bemg too fen-
fible -of the regard they mierit, {ince the

- cultivation of' the: land abfolutely owey 1ts
jprodrefs to them.~ St T

INDUSTRY. HANDYCRAFT. «

The Srofit anch the State draWS From* .
manufa&ures* and trade; oﬂght tobein-
| K2 comparably

Of GR‘EA‘P Bﬂf’rmn, & 19y - |

The Manufa&urers again, ' and: Traders, S
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comparably lefs efteemed, at the_ rate of
‘the number of pounds f’cerlmg, to which
the ballance of i 1t amounts, than at the rate
of the number of men, to which this trade,
has given means of fubfiftence by employ-

ing them. Such is. the true Principle of |

Frade: and fuch ought to be theé fpxrlt
of the laws, by which it is governed.

The employment of individuals aug-
ments by the confumption of commodi~

ties, and* that confumption - by the cheap-A

' nefs of them, which depends again on the
price’ of work, which rifes or falls with
that of the neceffaries of life, as bemg its
, general and moft mmediate rule.

The induftry, and genius of men, in-

fluence’ next the price of this work, by

diminifhing the- labor, or number of hands

employed. ~ Such is the eﬂ'e& of mills

worked with wind, or water, frames, and

. other -machines of valuable invention, I

- fhall quote for examples, amongft others,-,
that machine of the Organzine for ﬁlk;
(page 122.) faw-mills for" planks,

which, under the mfpeéhon» of one. man,,
by the means of a fingle axle-tree, one
may, in one hour, with a tolerable degree
of wind, work go planks of eighteen feet :

“ribbon: frames of from twenty to thirty
"fhuttles, whlch Manehcﬁer, and, Glaifcow
earnt

1 N EES R S
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learnt from ‘the Dutch, and wlnch are
doubtlefs known' elfewhere. : ;

An author of fome reputaﬁon in France; | -
* has, with reafon advanced, fpeaking of |

the induftry and ufe of machm:s, that the

{kill of doing with one. man, what before —
ufed to be done by two, is Vn‘tually doub- I

ling the number of fubjects.

- It was objeted te him, as amohoﬂ: us, |-
it ftill' continues to be obje&ed to thefe |
- machines. | B
That every machme whlch dlmszhes W
labor by one half, does, that inftant, in

fact, deprive the half of -the workmien' in

that trade, of the means of fubﬁﬁence, "

unlefs they ftrike out of their induftry a

- new employment in the fame trade, or in|
fome other that may want hands: or, un-|
lefs that the cheapnefs, occafioned by fuch|
- a machine, fhould produce. the doubling
- of the confumpnon at home and abroad. |

‘That induftry is not’ always ready at a

- call to replace to 2 man the employment, :
~of which he has been deprived.  That it|
is not even near credible, that other trades]
-thotld want hands, whilft there are attually

fo many poor who are a burthen to thef

Pubhc that thefe WOrkmen out of em-

K 3 ploy, |

* M. Melon. |

=
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ploy, will fooner choofe to be maintained,
- as beggars, at the parifh. charge, than m
“a trade to which they are¥ ftrangers ;.

- fhort, that all confumption has its. bounds,-
. and that even fuppofing it to augment
~ the double of what it was before, that
- aygmentation will decreafe again, as foon

- as. fore:gners thall . have procured them-

B felves the like machines, and that then

f &here will remain to the jinventor no ad-

" vantage from his invention. Other reafons

~have been added, and of much the fame

 force, as thofe which the boat men on. the

- Thamesg,alledged againft, the building of

",‘VVef’cmmﬁcr-bridge, and -the cart- :meén of
London  againft ighe refolution fo often

| propofgd i vain, of mndermg t,he pavmv

. of this Town praticable.

But thefe objections are "not even fpes‘

‘:{.Ciws, or plauﬁble ones, unlefs for preju-

- .diced minds, and fuch as:take the abufes,
~and reftraints, which adual ly hamper the

prefent ftate of Commerce, for neceffary

- .and {acred: principles.- . What, becaufe the‘,
_means of fubfifting in a State. without
work have been multiplied : becauf¢ the

> G Rhicrise: FOTT RS TN

e
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trades of an infinite number of proper

fubje@ts for them; . becaufe the privileges
and. monopolies of  the abroad-trade hinder

the confumptlon of commodities - from

~ gainirig ground; ought we to’ renounce
the advantage of reducing the price of

work, however not obtainable but by di®

mlmfhmg the number of hands? But,

were the principles of fuch obje&ors juft:
their pretentions may be carried yet fur-
ther: in propomon that the confumption
fhall diminith, *“as in fa& it diminifhes
daily) one fhould invent- machines ‘to en-
crcafe the number of hands, by way of
fupplement, to the ‘want of employment ,
for them. . -
" Thus, the rcﬁramts 1mpofed on in-
duftry, will only ferve to beget new re-
ftraints : whilft, on the contrary, the ef-

 forts of induftry reftored to liberty, would

roduce new matter of ‘induftry, amongft
men who live by their labor, and ammated'
by emulation, and neceffity. ~~ ©
“'Why wait for the time, when the in-

~ duftry of other nations in employing ma- - |

chines, fhall force us to adopt the ufe of

them," if we would- preferve our compe-
tition with them in the fame markets ?
The fureft profit will ever-be for that -
Nanon, which ' fhall have got the ftart, in

K 4. mdu{’cry, .‘

~means of  fublifting by work have been
-dimiffithed: by the reftraints laid: on the
liberty of trade; becaufe the unneceffary
: ‘l@ngth of aapprentxceﬁnps deprwes all the
| s trades : i

s

T
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-ind’izﬁ:ry,“ and, every thing elfe fuppofed

equal, that nation whofe induftry enjoys
the greateft liberty will be the moft in-

duftrious. - I approve, at the fame ‘time,

that -there fhould a prudent delay, and

_preparation, precede the ufe of thofe ma-

chines which might make too fudden, and

- violent a gap, in thofe trades' which em-

ploy workmen.  Yet is not this prudence
particularly neceflary, but in a flate of

refbraint, fuch as at prefent actually fub.

Aifts. Befides, whither through difcourage-
ment of invention, or through our proxi-

mity-to perfeCion, our induftry feems to .
be at-fuch -a point, that its ‘gradations
~are gentle, and any violent difcompofures

are lefs to be fedred than heretofore.

- 'The occafions. for employing manufac- . -
turers know no. bounds  but thofe of con-
- fumption. . The confumption admits-of
none but from ‘the price of : work. That

: Na;tian;-~,' in which: work is’ cheapeft, -and
~of which the merchants will content them-
felves with ‘the moft moderate profit, will

- carry on the moft lucrative, and the moft

extenfive trade, all other circumftances

fuppofed equal.  If our cloths are cartied
at the loweft price to the markets of the

Levant: the- confumption of ‘them will

extend, ‘without limit, to Perfia, Tartary, .

e : P S L e et e —
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&c. 'The liberty, and competition, be-

tween the 'workmen in" hard-ware at Bir-

mingham, have brought, and eftablifhed

the works of thofe manufactories at forea~
fonable a rate, that notwithftanding the

* price of proviions, and work, commonly

dearer in England ' than in France,” not-
withftanding the duties of entry on the
foreign Tron and Steel employed in them,

-together with the charges of carriage to

France, by thg wiy of Hamburgh, and
other foreign ports, and the duties of

entry into France, - under the name of
German hard-ware, they obtain the pre-
ference ‘over the works of all other ma-
nufactures of the fame kind: and the

éonffuimptfiori ‘of them has encreafed to fuch

. a point, as almoft to equal the fum which

England attually pays to France for her
cambrics, lawns, &c. a fum indeed greatly
diminifhed " by the prohibition of them,
and by the advancement of our owf
linnen-manufactories.  Such is the power

of Induftry fet at.liberty, whillt ac the

fame time the channels of the home, and
abroad-trade are kept free : it knows how
to open new markets to the confumption

of its produéts, and even to force an en=
trance into thofe which are fhut againft
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The price of the neceffaries of life bemg
the rule of that Qf WOTlx, does not that

frugahty which reighs, in the country, |

plearly pomt how much better it is to

favor the eftablithment of manufa&ones'

in it;” preferable to the towns dlﬁmgmﬁled .

for their luxury ! how many idle mo-
ments in the fhort days of winter, might
not the peafants employ in making coarfe

loths, and linnen? ~ Thefe ‘profits would -
turn to the advantage of the population of

“the Countxy, and of the €ultyre of lands,

which weuld gain extenﬁon over the fux— ,

face of it.

A oenenal recenfion of all the men em-

ployed in’ the manufatures: a flate, in
pamcular of the manufa&ures themfe]ves?
.would inform us of the condxtlon of each:

and the general refult of their fucceﬂ’cs, f

~and populauon, ‘would prove more certain

~inftruétions, than inferences drawn from
the Coulfe of Exchange, and Baﬂance of

» trade, as to the true ftateé of our Comf-
merce, by Ihowmg us at the fame - time,
what branches of it thould ftand moft in
need of a{ﬁ&ance, ; refmmatmn, or en-
coumgement n

SECOND CLAss qf MEN.f
T he Clergy, the Land and Sea fervxce,,

the

with refpeét to thefe three orders, be at a

lofs to know its true intereft? .or can that
intereft be any other, but to reduce them
precifely to that juft number of men,

which fhall be abfolutely neceffary to thofe

ends, to wit, :of procuring to- itfelf the -
-exercife of the Laws, divine and human,

and jts own fafety, and all this at: the

- cheapeﬁ: rate poﬂible?' o
S THIRD CLass of Mew., S
Should comprchend the ftock- holders, ”

the people WLthout prefeﬁ‘xon,s, and the
beggars.
1t would foon appeatw that the number

of ftock-holders can only encreafe from ‘a

{pirit of idlenefs, and at the cxpence of

~‘I'rade : that a flock-holder is_an'uftlefs
fubje&t, whofe lazinefs lays a tax upon the

indnftry of others. It would be obvious
to fenfe, that the public debts ought, for

a double realon, be-called burthens on the
State, fince they multiply the means of

fubfifting i in a Scate, thhout mduftry, or
labor. Lo SR
: K 6 ‘ Umler
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the Law, ‘being folely- compofed  of fub-
Jets in the pay of the State, for the pre-
Aervation of the depofite of Religion, the
- diftribution of Juftice, and the repelling
the attacks of ap epemys can Society,

.2

I e
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- Under the name of People without pro-,'r |

. feﬂ' ions, ‘might be comprehended,

~Firft, Stock-jobbers, brokers, follxcxtors'

at: Law, and others who live upon their

induftry : “that is to fay, who exercife that
induftry of theirs, not in producing new

riches in the State, but in making the

riches of others chanore hands, by paﬁing'

'mto their own. |
" 2dly, That multltude of men,; whxch

the luxury, rather than the wants of the -

rich, mainrain in- 1dlenefs, in the fervice
rather of their vamty, than of theu' per-
fons.

3dly, So many ma{’cers of and retainers

to-the leaﬂ ufefull arts, which are much

~ ‘better payed than the necefTary ones, and

~of which the number is. encreafed to an
mcredlble point of extravagance. !

4thly, So many fnvolous writers, whom

the impoffibility of getting into-apprentice-

- dhips, or the contempt of a mechanic

profeffion, has  devoted to the trade of
making books. All .thofe Divines, thofe
" Contmveazﬁ&s, ‘Sermon-writers, Interpre-
ters, Commentators, to whom the fpirit
of difpute, -and curiofity, rather than Re-
ligion, dictates volumes without number,

in all feéts, and even. in- the Church of

l* n(rl md, to the great damage of the true
§ faith,

S

other  chriftian and moral virtues, and to

‘the thame of the human’ underftanding.

‘sthly, The Beggars, of Whom 1 fhall
;treat hereafter.
‘The general recenﬁon of thefe three dnf- 4

Aaferent claffes of mankind, and of the fub- -
“divifions of thofe claﬁ'es, would teach us
 the proportions exifting between them: pro-

portions fo important to know, towards the

‘redu@ion of fuch, whof¥ progrefles might
 grow too alarming for the others, and to

keep each within due bounds, according to

' lts refpe&lve utxlxty, or neceﬁity

- Of z‘be Poon, and. of BEGGARS. N

There is certainly no State, in- ‘which
may be found more laws than inours
concerning the Poor: Laws wifer in ap-
pearance, or more- humane, more equita-
ble: or fo many books, and excellent re-
prefentations, on this fubject: fo miny
hofpitals, or, in fhort, fo great a fund of
generofity, and charity, as in England :

At the fame time too, there is not perhaps

a country in Wthh there are fo many
Poor. g
Yet thofe Laws muf’c be mtrmﬁcal]y

'\defe&lve, whlch bemo fo important as

they :

ef GreaT Barmm, [ 205 |

‘falth to the fcandal of the weak, to the
detriment of humanity, of peace, of ‘the
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théy are to every member of focmty, have

- not @he force to make themfelves be exe-

-cuted, or which one may eafily elude.

- The Poors-rate, for England only, which

s 'from two [hxljlngs, as far a3 to fix and
~eight fhillings in the pound, in fome parts,

- exceeds. three millions and a half flerling
(80 millions of livres). if one adds to it
‘the private chatities, - and foundations of
Hofpltals a fum fufficient t@ mamtam

: t:.he tenth ,of the inhabitants,

+ The charges f the roads, and of the _

kpubhc werks, are alfo immenfe ; and con-
tinual reﬁ”ources for fuch as. want employ-
ment, - oo

~The chamty fchools mamtam, and brmg

up the twentieth part of the children that

- are born : neverthelefs, in the towns, the

ftreets’ fwarm with Poor, fome of whom

-on'the. hlgh-way, |
‘with a prefented plﬁod in hand..

~ The abufe of “the particular admxmftra.- |

- tions of the Poor’s revenue, and the infuf-  §

ficiency of the ILaws, are too glaringly |

-foon after perhaps beg;

evident, and the confequences of this evil
are too dreadfull for this admmlﬁratlon,
not tobecome. a national concern. -

- There is no mete effeCtual method of
fednefs for it, .than to appoint a committee

i aocf members of Parliament, ‘befare whom

fhould:

T

{hould be annually 1a1d a ftate of the fums -
~ levied, or applied to the maintenance of

‘the poor, and a hﬁ Qf tbc pQ@l‘ mal{n-

;tamed in every:county. .
By thefe circumftantial ﬁat,es, and hﬁq,

- by comparifons, and md,lfputable fad}s; it
| Would be made manifeft,

ift, That the prmmpal caufes of« therc
being fo many poor,  are, prw;legcs, ex-
clufive rights of reemen, and corporations;
the indifereet, ,.as well *as- -unfaithfull di-

ftribution of the arlﬂl?alms, the money

feattered through ‘Towns and Country, by

“the candidates, in the time of cle&xons s
~ the multiplicity -of ale-houfes, taverns, and

other infamons ﬁaares pf Adlencfs and de.-‘ |

~ bauchery.

2dly, That robbers owe thexr ongm, |
not to want, but to indifcreet, charity.

“That clafs of men which has no right to =

the parith-alms,. is far lefs abundant in
.robbers than that which has. That. Tight
is. an encouragement to, and the certain
refuge of idlenefs, the parent of debau-
chery, and crimes. -

In fhort, it would appear convmcmg]y
plam, that the only prompt femedy that.

can be bmughl; for thxs urgcnt eml would -

bc, o T A
TR Fxrf’c :
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or aggregate,

~ be joined the funds of  all the ancient cha-
ritable foundatiens : with refervation how-

Facnn Tt
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Plrﬁ: To form a common national mafs,
of "all the
throughouc all the parlfhes, under the
name of the poor’s tax, to which fhould

ever of. liberty to all future donors, to
appropriate pamcularly their charities to

‘whatever coumles, or panfhes they fhould
thmk fit. o
adly, To takc into work houfes, or
‘almi-houfes, all beggars, even. every per-
fon applying ‘to the parith for charity,
equally in cafe either of ficknefs, or of -

health, - without any dlﬂ:méhon, even of

‘the private poor, that is to fay, of ﬁ‘uch .

- as-are afhamed of beggmg “becaufe there

| ought to be no poor, of that nature, in a

‘mnation wherc n: is no fhame for any one e .
to work. |

3dly, To aﬁign to every perfon fo re-
ceived into thefe work-houfes, that fort of

- work ' of which he fhould be’ capable, in-
fomuch - that the fick, -and fuch as thould -
be deprived of the ufe of all their fenfes,

thould alone be difpenfed with from it.
~ 4thly, To divide thefe work-houfes into

Vtwo ‘wards, the one " for the poor, who

-{hould work voluntartly

fums levied,

the other,‘for |
0 them‘

| of GREAT BRITAIN, &cg ao§

them to be carried to, in cafes of neceﬁ'ary
correction, and forced to work Ihould
they retufe to fubmit te it.

sthly, It would alfo be very neceﬁ"ary

to colle& together, in one common Houfe,

all the -children difperfed in the different

{chools and eftablithments: of each’ parith.

The care of their firft years of life, and '6f
 breeding them up to work, would be bet-

ter admml{’cered in one common Houfe,

‘than by parifh nurfes, who inhumanly fa-: =
crifice, even in the cradle, fo many inno-
cent v1éhms, to their barbarous avarice
this is a truth inconteftably proved by a
comparifon of the number of dead beneath

the .age of feven years, amongft the chil-
dren nurfed by the parifh-nurfes, “and

“amongft thofe brought vp in thc Found-w N
- ling Hofpital.
| 6thly, Every work houfe, or alm&houfc |

throughout England, fhould render an

account of its adminiftration,- attefted by~
~ the maclﬁrates, or officers of. each iown, o
to the committee of-the ‘nation.
Thefe - accounts would ferve for Ch¢0k5
The Members for
every county, fhould be called to ‘the in:
fpection of the account of “the general
-adminiftration, and. upon' the. report of -
thls gencral Commxttee, thc poors-tax o
5t ghould

or parifh,

upon one another.
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- thould be fettled ‘and paffed by the Na-
tlon. e

From fueh a form -of admmlﬁratwn as.

this; would - refult the fo]lowmor advan-'
tages. .

The rea‘l“ mlfery of the ﬁck, and dlfa—-
bled, weuld recelve the rehef Wthh is
due to it. - e :

The malverfation of partlcular admmxé

ftrations would be remedied. -
The number of  the poor Would fenﬁbl

~diminifh. Many now receive private alms,-

who would then refolve to work, rather
than receive public ones. .
- Society would be delivered from beg~

gars, of ‘whom the example, and en‘mr-'

mities are fo much to be dreaded. -

The produce of the work of fuch ag
fhould be free to leave the. houfe when
~ they pleafed, and the work of the poor
“upder confinement, wouId be a clear and
~mew profit to the Public. - . o
- The pooxs‘tax Would dlmmlfh conﬁv
derabl Fiies

CAll the recenﬁons of the above deduced

three claffes of men, and of their fub-
divifions thould be draughted and framed,
‘in each parith, by its refpective churchv. s
wardens, aldermen, overfeers of the poor,-
or the like proper. officers. A fhort enough

‘ tlme,

- requifite perfection. for making

\ of GREAT BRITAIN, &c.» | 211 |

time, and a great deal of order and me-
thod would fuffice to carry them to the

to be promlfed from them : “Wlthout‘ much
expence. 3 < o

_ MEANS of encreq/'ng POPULATION, tbe'

Encoumgemem of MARRIAGES, aml Na-
'TURALIZATION. = - |

Of MARRIAGES.';:

It may perhaps be true, that that har- | |
~mony of Society, which refults from the

fubjeCtion of marriages to the laws* we
know, may be the moft perfect. one pro-

ducible by all the known laws, according

to which man and woman are Jomed in

 that band,. in order to fullfil the great dic-
~tate of pature: but'it-may not be true at

the fame time, nhat the marrxages-m{h:tumon
in the form we at prefent enjoy it, is:the

| moft favorable ﬁﬁem 1;0 a great p()zpu«-‘ :

lanon

m;e might expect fxom ity
| thmk

-

all the ufe

The. 1mportance, and mdl{Tolubxllty of
fuch an engagement, mdy prefent to over=
' conﬁderate ‘minds, reflexions capab]e of
* damping that {weet and violent allurement,
which naturally.difpofes. to this union, and

of poifoning the idea of that happinefs
One would

bbb ves s RE
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~ think ‘there was never more occafion than

at prefent for excitative, and even coereive
laws, to bring into this ftate too many

fubjects; rebellious or deaf to the voice

“of Nature. R L

Yet, at this very time, under color of
morality, and public decency, you may
hear declaimers rifing up, and inveighing

againtt the facility of clandeftine marriages.

They would have added to the laws al-
ready prefcribed for this union, new forms,

- new limitations, new reffraints ; ‘but what
~would - fuch clogs produce, unlefs indeed
a diminution of the number of marriages?

Is not ‘every reftritive, or cramping for-

it is impofed?

mality deftrutive to the object on which

~ What fuch grievous inconveniences has
this liberty of marriages hitherto produced,”
that it is no longer to be born ? Tt will be
{aid, difproportions of birth, and fortune
in matches.* But, what fignify mis-alliances

in a Nation, in which equality is upheld,

and in efteem: ‘in which' nobility is not
- alone derived from an aptient extraction s -
in which great honors are not exclufively
appropriated  to' that extrattion, but in |
which the Conftitution favors the confet-

ting the moft diftinguifhed honors upon
thofe who fhall have deferved them? be-

fides, ‘
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fides, is not.the union of the moft dif-

proportioned fortunes the beft, and moft
advantageous policy for a State? Yet this

vile, and fordid Intereft it is, which far
more than public decency, far more than o
the rights of parents over their' children,
is” at the bottom of this infiftence for an-
nullingsthe liberty of marriages. It is ra-

ther the Rich, than the Noble, who im-

peach and clamor fo loudly againft it.
If ‘one fhould reckon up fome miatches,
which the adviee of parents might bhave
perhaps better afforted than the inclination -

of their children (which by the by is al-

~moft always matter of indifference to the
State) will jt not be a- great weight in the
other fcale, to confider the number " of

~marriages which the extravagance of pa-
“rents, their unwillin'gnefs"t,djpart_ with any

‘thing, the grief of being kept afunder,

- may fupprefs, or retard, in lofs to the
ftate, of thofe valuable, and too ﬁmtcd o

years of fecundity in' women?*

to reckon from the z5th of March1754. =~
Seven days before the publication of the bans

- 7 @ S
~ *Byan a& of the laft Seffion 1753, it was or=
dainied, with refpect to England ‘only, (Scotland,
~ countries beyond-fea, the Royal Family, Quakers,
and Jews, not being fubjected to the {aid A&t) that,
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 An account of the fnafrr'ia%es_ and births,
each of the

. in the feveral divifions of cach o
B e Sl s * three’

of matrimony,  each of the partys hauld firifh i

 witing! his- chriftian and for-name, the namey and:
date of his abode, to the:miniffer of the churches;

appointed fot publication. . e
‘That the publication of the bans fhould be made’
fucceflively on the three fundays preceding the ce-i

lebration. of the ceremony, in each of the patifhes; -
or public chapels neareft the, habitation of the

parties. R T T S
_That the ceremony fhould be performed in one
of the {aid parifhes; or chapels ; - in: which: cife;

- though: the partys fhould: be under 21 yearsiof aze,.
the publication and the marriage fhould be valid,.

if the father, miother, or guardians, &c. had made

no oppofition : the minifter.too not ligble to repre-- |

R

henfion. - :

That the celebtation of the ceremony fhall -not;

take place in any other church than :in one of-

thofe, i whicli the bans fhall hive been publified,

(unlefs there'fhould. be a difpenfation, which fhall‘
not be granted but for the parith or chapel of ther

" attual refidence of the parties, during;at leaft four:

~ weeks) otherwife the Minifter to be tranfported for
14 years to the American planedtions, ‘as guilty of*

- felony, and the mafriage. to be -declared void, if

- implead®® within three years, . . =
~That in the cafe of marriages performed under
favor of fuch a difpenfation, the want of conferit of.
father, mother, or guardians of the partys under
‘21 _years of age, fhall renider.them. ablolutely null,
candof moeffet. 0 7

That in all cafes, the ceremony fhall be per.’

formed in prefence of two witnefiés befides the Mi-

 pifter:

- of GrEaT Brrram, & 2rp

them, would thew us,
. Firft, That. the numbers. of unmarried -
men, and: of loofe women in towns,. grow
and exift in a ’ ;
one to the other: thence fo many quarrels
and diforders in families. =~ .~

three claffes, and the comparifons between

‘2dly, That the great number of pr;o;] |

ftitutes, of which. London alone -reckons

at leaft ten. thoufand*,*rpmceedzg from the
little regard which has been had to prefetve

to women thofe means of fubfiftence,which

become their fex,  The french fathion has

inftead of women  head-dreffers, cooks,
chambermaids, - introduced hair-cutters.,
peruke-makers, ' men-cooks, ~ valets-de-
chambre for ladies, &c. « .«

- 3dly, That the ftock-holders, at leaft
the ‘annuitants, ‘people  without employ,
footmen, the poor, are generally fpeaking

ufelefs to population. Mafters are averfe:

 to their fervants martying. - Even Cler gy-

men. have the cruelty to refufe. marrying
thofe whom they know to be poor, under.
pretext that their children would beeome

a new burthen to their parith.  ©
L ity

 nifter: the ad to-be figned by them and the parys:
and public regifters of the marriages to be kept in
the Pal,’ﬂhes,f&c;. T o o A

reciprocal proportion the

fiaprs

)
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S 4thly, Finally, that both mifery, as well

~as excefs of riches, joined to the luxury,
and- diffolutenefs” of towns, are become
contrary both to the fruitfulnefs, -and to

- the multiplicity of marriages, = -

.- To fome of thefe diforders, - 'fo:deﬁruc-/‘a
tive to the human fpecies, I prefume hum-
- bly to propofe certain remedies, |

1ft, To fubftitute, in lieu of the~'éx;-, |

- pence of .public thaws, and feafts, that of

“endowing, in-the Country, or in manu-

faturing towns, a number of young men
and women :- of which France has given

the example, at the birth of the Puke of*

- Burgundy: Etiom ab hofe confilium.

- 2dly, To endow annually,-in the Coun-

try, a number of young men and women,
- on condition of ‘their clearing, for culti-
_vation, a certain number of acres, the moft
~conveniently fituated for them: to which
~the lords of ‘manors fhould be invited to

-~ contribute refpectively on their eftates, in

~ confideration of the intereft of the Public,
and of theirown, .

- 3dly, Fo exempt, in the Couhfry, ‘ffom‘,; |

the poor’s tax, every family that fhould

have . .. ; . children, or any number that

- may be fixed, . N
- 4thly, In all public affemblies, to re-

AN e

“OFGREAT Briratyy 8 . gine -

gulate the ranks Between equals; accordingi!
to the number of their childrem;: = . -y

~sthly, To declare “dll . unmarrieds fib.
Jects-incapable of filling: the. firft places im

the ‘magiftracy, .admliniftrationcof- towns,
communities;: &3, i the' profitablé e K
ployments in the Revenue,  fi uch as .Rew

- ceivers, Colle@ors of taxes, .and cuftoths,

and other' public pofts (with 4" referve:ctor

grant proper difpent; ationsy'in confideration

of the. fupciior “talefits requiiad ‘Fofrrcers

tain lemploys, \ andithe Miliearyalfooex=

eepted): icapable, . in fort, - ot 7 voting -at-
elections, ‘o of . b eing chofen Members: of

Parliamene. 0w T L

= W) ‘ if '.3 o
- 6thly; Todeclaré_iny: béhéﬁt?fmm’{ cols
lateral> inheritances, . 2univerifal legacies, b or

donations,  forfeited” by .every:ibaechelo
above thirty years of age, unlefs he marries

¥

- within the year ‘of’ the’ comimehcement of

his right. -0 SN SIS S
- 7thly, " To lay:upon: thafterssds {rvants;,

-in’ proportion: :t();?t'heimtsl'mbéﬁfiﬁléynk@ap; ~

N N I &

one Ofmore staxes of :thofe undevtpegified;

- oricompofed out ofthems ¢ spyo. PrIOiCY

* -Ataxidpon :the mumber: ofepyints in

town; 'ﬂdtz}?ﬁ'qpal“lyzt?at;*.'fczgﬁ mzii;g:h}zpt@n head;
but in proportion. to. theinathber, .y gf
Iy 4, 16,64, &c. {t illings} woinbfuch other

‘Propartioi :as: nmay | Bothoughiv fittéft.;

A paiticylar tax, 'Qi.)e’;‘.f(f hpoupdsiftery

UL hng, )
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ling, for men cooks (inftead of women=
onies) butlersy and valet-de<chambres,

~ cAtaxoof oo . . thillings for every foot-
‘manabout v <y foat .l i.. +:inches highy:

i order to. referve. for, :agriculture,  and
the militavy fervice, the Bouteft; ' comlieft
o ;¢A_ﬂg:\£ I S RN T

metl, ¢ oo oy e D e e
mf.gutim ka R ﬂrillii-hgs; a ‘hgadzv f’or.
every unmarried-fervant of either fex.. 7

«..8thly,1"To enact . a fax,; WhlGhmlgh§
becalled b tax_con 'the ubmartieds o ‘3
either fex;, toibie’ differently regulated by

the -ages of "1 5,185 21, 25 yearsi and up~

wards,. _pay‘able “by  their: fathers; and ‘meo-

thers, or by themfelves when come to' the

ehjoymerit-of -their rights;. and fortunes.
10 Actan on Widewers,, -and Wwidows hav-

' . AR EI W
perpe P
W{g{lei;m L

oo go O NATURALIZATION, .,

A decreafe of population points out-as
 mawnrally the:neeefliy of inyiting ‘fm;gg_(x.g;.s.
| ,'t(y't“‘Q:ﬁ@fh‘ﬁ_d?ﬁ._l‘lﬂ’@ﬁe‘af(?ﬁ it,cas a -fpop-ﬁqulfﬂ‘?il
, m@.ngnqu, Hot o smore:x'ﬁ*f:t;hani{fﬁ;olfiﬂ’}ﬂl’nfgs

- points. out the neceflity; v‘cl‘{fdn:cﬂ.rfm’én;lﬁnw
of emigration for a part of its fubjects, into
~ other. countrys, theré;to,zt‘cqmreifor trheimf
 felves, and: . for: &theirf Caunm?y, “mew. for-
tuhes, ! and new lands. .t oo Fell il

"~ An A& that {hould: na.tufrah;le:‘:alkﬁqﬁ

ieners, . ants. preferable:; to.-a

i k. proatipe. b )
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others : - that is to fay, a .general A€t -which
thould exempt every foreigner who fhould -
come .and. .fettle amongft - us, from the
formalities, and -expences of a private a&t
of naturalization, or of. a denifons- charter,
was doubtlefs the only means, and the leaft
effort we ought to have made, to induce
men to quit their own country for outs,
My Lord Bacony Sir J. Child; and - other
good judges of the intereft of the nation,
had long ago felt, conceived, and declared
the advantages and neceflity of ‘it The
feventh year of the: reign of Queen Anne
was. remarkable for the general naturali-
zation- of - proteftant. foreigners : -but this
wholefome law repealed three years after, .
through a fpirit .of . party, fcarce lafted
time enough to become a public - one,
More: than once has this, law . been' at-
tempted to be revived : but the voice of

-the People (and furely not that of Gopy

has been raifed againft it, and conftantly

~ prevailed.  Neverthelefs all honor be to
.+ thofe generous minded patriots, who, in

- this caufe, have more than once defended
- -the interefts of the Nation,” without dread-

ing the outrages, and madnefs. of ~a mob,
ftupidly incenfed againft them. +

- “-f’In* l’7’47,“7t}"zé queftion ‘of the general Naturali- -

tion having been debated in Parliament, the peaple -

T ?1Qf ‘

~




i U OOV ~

220 Advantages and Difadvantages
. But what hopes-can; there be of eradi-
cating inveterate prejudices, “handed down
to:-qur days, by an, unjuft strgdition, .and
grafted upon the ‘national character > or
rather, how wipe-off that. fo long deferved
vcproach,.. Britannos hofpitibus feros 2
.~ Fer, in faét, if we turn to the records
- of our trade, in our remoteft times, what
trdces do wé not find of ~our barbarity
Laws which.prohibited to aliens the fells
ing their goods:to other-aliens, or the
exporting “any ‘merchandize imported by
another alien: the ‘making: any contraét
amongft us but in ready money :- in fhort,

that permitted feizing the goods. of one

alien, for payment of the debt of another
“alien! - what excefles, what violences com-
mitted towards foreignerssvho.had brought

over  their ‘manufactures, -and . thofe - too

cer i D new

of Briftol, amongft others, diftinguifhed 't"f.he‘xi‘nfelves,
by a ftrenuons oppofition to this Bill, -whilft on. the
~ other hand the Mayor, M. de la Roche, fom of
proteftant refugees, and Mr." Jofiah Tucker, mi-
nifter of the fame *town, declared highly in its

~favor.. "'The evening that the news came to Briftol

of the Bill ‘being thrown out, the populace made
b’(')'nﬁres ‘over’.arn the “town : “the bells ‘Were rung,

“aud thefe fenfelefs rejoicings were crowned with
* burning the Mayor in his robes, with this inferip-
tion ; the Proteflant Foreigner ; the Minifter (Tucker;.

 and the Pope, each in effigy of the natural fize.

S e i el S

-

®
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new ones, tous! Taxes were laid uporr
thefe- foreign artifts who had not ferved
their apprenticefhip in England : they were
forced to leave- the Kingdom, or to quit
their manufatories, ‘and looms, to- ferve,
as journeymen, under englith:mafters.
- "Tshence thofe - exclufive corporations,

‘thofe privileges of towns firft obtained

againft foreigners, and. afterwards exerted
againit their own countrymen: thé natives
of England. themfelves. * Thence the once
monopoly of the trade to Spain, France,
Dantzick, the German feas, Holland; fol-
licited ahd obtained by the merchants of -

- London, with a.right not to admit-any
~‘one into their Company, butfuch as thould

pay 20/. entrance.  Who' does not again
obferve, in thefe prejudices, and in' this
mean jealoufy, the principles -of that ti-

- rannical dependence under which we have

kept Scotland, and Ireland : a dependence

 ftretched far beyond the bounds .which a.

- Juft and prudent policy could exa®! = -

- Sir J. Child propofes - the -ﬁifollqw\ing‘s |

queftiony

Whether it would be for the int;cif'cf?c
of the-Nation, to comprehend the; Jews.
in the naturalization of the foreigners, and

:declares’f.'pofﬁtivcly;encug‘h in favor of the

affirmative, =

| ‘A._n ,
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An A& of the thirteenth year'of the
reign of George the Second (1740) has
granted the rights of naturalization te fuch
Jews, as fhould have refided . for feven

vears fuceeflively, without lenger abfence |

than of two months, in eur- american.'\ coﬂ—,‘f;
lonies, It is well known, what frqgtlefs
efforts they-have made, at diver{e times;

for ‘obtaining, *in extenfion of this favor,
that they fhould be admitted to be natu-

ralized,. upon Bill prcfi;ntab}€;~% to ‘.;Parl'ia_e
ment, as well as all other foreigners.. ‘This
caufe has been meore than once debated,
but, in my fenfe of things, "‘wit‘hf reafons' |
* indifferent, enough, “in all cenfcience, on
both fides; or at leaft with reafens, for

" cable to all foreigners.

* In fa&, what {o great advantage canbe

promifed from the  naturalization. qf the
~ Jews, with refpe& to their boafted im-

menie fortunes; unlefs ome fhould think, =

“that, in retribution for that favor, the

Jewith nation will offer to pay the half of
‘our national debt? Does our trade want

funds ? It wants them much lefs than it
does the feeing new channels for it opened

and multipli‘ed..\ It ‘is not fubjects ime |

menfely rich, that it is material for us to

“acquire, but fubjects whofe moderate for-

g4

the moft part, common, or equally appli=

~ the fum offered to the

- of GrREAT BrrTamy, &0 223 |
- tunes fhould - obtain ‘amongft  us - a:.great

encreafe, by means.of their:active in ultry,
that principle of circulation: " ' sl

~"Qn the other hand, what can be*all.‘féd;géd;

- againft them 2" their ftock-jobbing genius,
~their mis-belief? as if thefe inconveniences

‘were new,: or.'to be augmented- by their

naturalization. 2 “On the:contrary, ‘it feems

a- means of - {ecuring amongft us -thé for-
tunes of thofe' it- thould 'fix here {  they
-would infenfibly lgfe that fpirit of fund-
ing and ftockjobbing with which their be-

_ing:deprived of any Country they could

€all’ their own, - neceffarily: infpired them.
dv fhort, -as: to their: religion, ' fs 'not the
‘benefit: of ‘naturalization . 'a “method more

fure, and -more humane ofitconverting

them, than an"horrible-amo: da fe2 | The
anibition of being admitted to all the
fights of other fubjects; would. bring many

of them into our commuaion, , and; their

+ children will be' as true. believers, as any

of ourfelves.- But- it will not be any of
thefe reafons that:will bring on this gvent’s

miniftry, and the
| An‘A& of Fairn?! in which Chriftians, fo

. i 5

P

ftyling themfelves, commit; the bodies of thofe who

do not believe as they do, to flames, in this worlds

- and confign’ their fouls to eternal damnation in the

next'. 3




v ‘The clamars, of .the, people  have lately -canfed .
this A& to be repealed in the 7th feflion 17 535 1

‘ N : : B
224 Advantages and Difadvantages
;:»rf;ﬂ‘ourceg;;it:;_vyill;pmmfife;;to; itfelf in future
from’it; will be" the teve. motives of de-
Ciding for it. R e, S
. To'rewirn to the general naturalization
of forcigners,: that is to fay, a qualifica-
tion to, aequire, !;without expence,. the
" rights of that naturalizdtion, by a refidence
in England ;. what ican(sbe .oppofed: to a
aw foifull of humanity and réafon ?-Gop
fotbid the leaft credit: fhiould: be given: to
.the ‘edious infinuationg which, on this ec-
eafion; have been -attempted to be diffe-

~minated, againft the Family now -on the

‘throne. . We  are: niot -come to that excels
-of misfortune, as to-have a king over us,
 whole: proje@ or intereft :it .would. be :to
form to_himfelf; in -the. very bowells : of
England, a people of foreign ftrangers,
S BT S S T

T T T S e T
© ., ¥ By an A& of the fixth-Seffion 1753, it or-
dained, ‘that to reckon from the 1t of June“rsty

>

every Jew of the age of '18, and upwards, known

* to profefs the. jewith religion for three years before
at leatt, who fhall have refided in any part of the
- Britith *dominions at leaft three years before, with-
out longer .abfence ‘than of _three’ moniths;* fhalt bie-
adniitted to be naturalizéd upon Bill prefented to.
‘the-Parliament : declared nevesthelefs incapable.of

~ acquiring -any patronage, or right of prefentation,
q g any p g 8 P :

any right’ t

0. church’. poflefiens, {chools, hofpis

4,_Of'z!GKEA"f*BRAI_‘T-;AJI;M»&c;*~.*% 225 |

who would not be more Englithmen by
their “hearts, than by their birth. 1 can-:
not -then conceive what can be oppofed
to a general naturalization, unlefs the re-
fiftence of a blinded mob, which cries out

 that there are already but too many poor,
~and that. it would be taking away the

~means of fubfiftence from the fubje@s who
are employed. ' To this I anfwer, far lefs
for the fake of anfwering ‘the ‘mob,  than

for that of paying to fo good a FCaufc}. the

hommage which is.due to ity - oo
~Firft, That if, in fa&, there. are fo-
‘many poor, real poor, that'is to fay, to

~whom the: occafions' of employment are

wanting, this does not come from-a fu-

- perfluity of inhabitants, but from the want

~of'a due circulation of work, and from
the cramping the confumption, both caufed

- by the reftraints before deduced, and by
- the high price of work : fo that any new

fubjelts acquired to England, fo far from
being a burthen to’ it, would augment its
riches, by bringing amongft us new arts
of manufatture, new notions-of trade, and
by adding their induftry to our own. .
~2dly, That the clamor of the. violent
oppolition which the Nation has exerted
“againft a - general Naturalization, much

- more than even the charges and fees of

Ls - Natura-




| 2 26 Advantages fand Dxfadvantages
- N aturahzatxon, ‘tho® confiderable enough,.

- keep away from our. Country many fo-
reigners, whom the defire of a b@tter, or
a new fortune, might tempt into-it: many

perfecuted Proteftants, who on the pro-

mulgation ‘of fo wile a law, would haftery -

‘to adopt for their eountry a nation, which,

~above all others, ‘enjoys the reputation of
being free, and of holdmg Commerce i

'__honor. :

- 3dly, That of the forexgners, thofe onlyﬁ
would come to take the benefit of fuch a

law, who' thould have, in their own for-

tunes, -or in their own induftry, the means:

of fubfifting, as paft experienee has proved.

~Some of them would come to enjoy a-
mongft -us thofe fortunes, of which they
have already lodged a part in our public.

funds: thus the Nation would gain yearly

confiderable fums, which the mtere{’c pay-
~‘ableon" their eapitals in the ftock, caufes“,

to be fent out of -the Kingdom. +
- 4thly, Thefe induftrious foreigners, the

people is afraid of having come amongft

- us, are {pecifically thofe who deprive our

poor of the means of fubfiftence, by work-
ing in their own country cheaper than we -
ean-do. It would then be a double gain
o far the Nauon o make thexr country 111‘:_

| bxtfants -

of GREAT Bm'r.unr, &c. g 22? |

the: beneﬁt of. that work by appropnatmg
n: to ourfelvess .

" gthly, Should they be dxfperfed amongﬂ:*
our ‘manufactories, what might -be ex-
pe&ed from - them is this,” that by com:
petition, emulation, and advancement» of
induftry, - in fhort, by their example of -

- thriftinefs; they would: fotce the merchants

and. workmen to centemt themfelves wmhf

| moderate profits.

© 6thly, Thas, if dxﬁributed into’ feparate

| colom@s, they .fhould found  new- manu-
factories, ‘as pzf’c eexperience  might. give
leave to" hope,. in: fuch cafe, even with-

out themfelves exercifing agrieulture, ‘they
would,. by: ‘their confumption, contribute

- to: extend it: over before uncultrvated

lands. EERE

»athly, That even ﬂmuld ten! fthoufand
f@rmgners draw nothing' more. from' their
work, than- barely the expence of theit
confumption, without.any profit,- the State

would ftill be ten thoufand men - the
" I’cronger for them. |

~8thly, That the produce of the taxes |

- on_confumption would thereby encreafe,
‘Inseafe of the expences and charges of

the - State, which would by no means be
encreafed on- account .of thefe new - inha-

1.46 ‘ ;9t;h1y,,




~ 1othly, and finally, -that E
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::.9thly, That ah encreafe of people would:
be, for our plantations, an encr eafe of con~

fymption, and .endouragement . for: their

culture ; :that reciprocally our fubjets ga-

ing -in greater. numbers to, our colonies;
~would there raife the. price of our commo-

dities. and manufadtures,

with eafe. maintain halfas many again finx |

‘habitants, as what it now actually contains;
if - one may judge frdm its exports of corn,
- and- from the extent of its -uncpltivated
lands.:  That this Kingdom is,; perhaps of
~all: the kingdoms: in Hurope, +the ‘moft
- qualified. for. a.great: population;by-its nas
 tural ferrility, and by the: facility ‘of com= -

munication: between‘its-differen t provinces;

by fhort enough. ways either by fea. oz
land: -advantiges -denied. to- France; or

- to:other States, who have ‘great tracks. of
fand to crofs, .and ‘who have negle@ed

~ making proper channels of communicg,.

ghnd can

»'“':\

 ftituted,

PR -

T R TR TN
VI. On the Ricuis in ‘Circurgrion,

o.Qn the NaTionan Desr. . On'Taxes.

“J\Here are 3 hundred projecs for ren-
& dering a State wealthy, and power-.
full, to one. fingle -ene, of ' which .the aim . .

‘would be, to make; every: private perfon
~enjoy his. due fhare of the wealth.and

power of the State.  For a century . back;
many private perfons have- profufely rifk-
ed, or facrificed their lives and fortunes

to, the making;of; ;the State more rich and

more powerfull : - but are: they themfelves
the richer,, or the happier for it? Is the
State, in- reality become more rich,. or
more powerfull . Are things then focon-
. that - the intereft of the Public -
ftands-in-oppofition te the intereft of pri-
vate perfons . or ‘is,it.-nog Ao, that the

intereft of “the minifters o “the; State, is

~often called the intereft of the State? .~ -

- Glory, Greatnefs, Power of. the Nation:

_ how vain and how.void of fenfe are thefe

founds, *compared to thofe of the Liberty, |

- Eafe, and Happinefs of the Subject! Op -

rather, can there be another way imagined,
to. render "a nation rich- and ‘powerfull, -
than to. make the feveral members of it |

- pareake in the riches of the Nation, by,

‘means
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means of a d1{’cr1but10n WlfelW prOpOl'-
o m.g The " national’ »mehes-:> are, ,fe}?t11~_e d ;’ﬁ?‘{ids’j
“which are the produce of them e
“are thefe riches but fprings of the P?“{%Fgé,
' machine, " to which:proper powers muit BE

: e r Y i e g aleaaey Ta e otion & o
i igpplied-torpuf theny Iarmotion &k B
T I;} e’ﬁferé%et temnairk uncultivated lands s

" if there are a great nu‘mber?*qf poor 1n a:

nation,. it muft 'be from fome faults gr_
defes of adminiftration, which hinder the
diftribution - of - lands: from. taking place;,

- A . ”}.‘ . .i E : iRl Do e by .
ot fubfiftingy 7 e e
g 1 ?crédeg‘and?:fm’afﬁufa&m‘?sz~ do: not' go-

on continually -opening to themfelves: new:

e mermit every-one freely frém reap-

‘not” permit. EVery onc LRIy nE
?nog 3 g field;? oft which: the produé‘tlons
* are without numbery - or hmits.' " -

" of what more ufe or avail are they, . than:
gold and fi
opened? '

¢ EESN

~ pot very materi

b ‘

 branhes, now ways” and means, e o
. doubtlefs becanfe' the ‘reftraints on:them,.

R gold and filver are not in- circulationy.
Glver in the mine befo;e“_ it is

" The -advantages: too of  cit ion are
e gal; if it g made to: ﬁow 1
~through, undes- Qr*OVer'—p?opoxftloned chanf-
‘ﬁels‘ Q‘Take‘,‘.z on one fide, 3 ﬁnglc.lsfort;;\ne;
¢ . = thoufand a year, and on the other:
of 25 th(_)ufagd a year, and hee

- much of more extenfive advantage, with

in thefirft example. ST T N
- In aState, asin the human body, health: - !
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fide 25 families of a thoufand a year each s |
‘then compute on each fide the -number, ||

~and detdil of the fervants in Town andfll
- Country, the confumptions as to quans

tity, and nature, the number of marriages,{f|
&c. the effects of circulation will be foundlf] -

refpect to the employment: of individuals,]
and - of con,fumption; in ,th‘g; fg(_;gnd,;_,ph-anq -

and ficknefs, life and death capitally depend
on a circulation well or ill eftablithed, con-

tinued or interrupted, of the riches in one, o

and of the fluids in the other,. * =
- In-afolitary, disjoined Nation, that was.

" to have no. relation whatever with other

nations, the quantity of geld, filver, or
of any other circulatin g reprefentation of
value, would be matter of indifference.

- Itis not fo, in the Society eftablithed be- |

tween nations who have fet up, or taken
Gold and Silver. for a- common fign, or
meafure for their riches : ;beca.ufe,i every. ‘

 thing elfe being equal, that nation which
 have the moft gold and ﬁlve,‘f‘,,:«;in‘, eCi:ifC‘ll]a‘-; j

tion, will be the firongeft. . Now, in the
ftate of war, open or underftood, conti»
nvally fubfifting between all Nations, the
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~ being the ftrongeft, is not a matter of in |
difference. o
+ Gold. and filver, amongft thofe nations =

‘who have no mines,~are the produce of
their Commerce: and amongft nations ri-
vals-in trade, every thing elfe being equal,
~that nation which fells the cheapeft will
- carry on the greateft trade.  But the gold

- and filver, which the merchant receives

- from the abroad-trade, being only in ex-
change for the gold and filver with which

he has paid for his merchandize, to the
- merchant in the home-trade: that quan-
tity of gold, and filver, coming to en-

creafe by the profits of that exchange ;
- the price of the merchandife will alfo en-

creafe, if the quantity of the merchandize
that is'made, and of that which is exported

remains the fame. =

- This difproportion and fcuiear\'b‘efisky.willlﬁill‘ .
encreafe more, if the common fign of gold
.and filver is multiplied by fuch reprefen-

tations, - as” Bank-bills, and other paper-

- currencys of the Government, Companies,
~ &c. But the price of every thing will rife

- ih yet a gredter proportion; than the quan-

- tity of gold and filver will encreafle, if the
gold and filver is ex-
- treamly unequal. : If the half of the Nation
el - poflefles

- diftribution of this

e SR S
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‘poflefles. two thirds ‘of the gold and ‘filver
of it, it will pay 'a: higher price for what |
a1t wants, than the othershalf, and: will force
it torfollowsits prices v oo

- Then will the. p’rice‘f:bf?f\thingé m tréaé,‘ ‘

become: fuch. at home," that there will be
little jor no. profit to be got by-carrying
‘them sto. foreign market; - dnd “trade (will
fagnate, and be at- an‘end. ;{ Oneé part:of -
theiiNation!will: become ‘poor, :and the po-
pulation of it fenfibly diminifh, . - ..
* “In-a‘State well-peopled, ‘to which com-

- merce and.manufattures are' novelties, of

which fhall have opened “to- itfelf' a* new-
grade, the importation of gold and filver,
isimuch‘a longer ‘time, before it makes
that.inconvenience be felt;swhicharifes from

. its abundance: becaufe, as faft as money
‘becomes plentifull, induftry difplays-itfelfs

the demands” of lugury”dfe’ ‘multiplied :
ahe-number:-of: workmen: encréafes s’ new”

‘branches of foreign trade open 3 modey is

‘rare i proportion. to thefe employments

- for it,. and to 'the Wwork ‘they occafions

‘T-h'é;'»impértange-:oﬁ the effets produced by |
ahet encreafes of. \gold and filver, according

- sto ghiis hypothefis,; {hews what:ought. to be
* dhe. ubeafinefs; -and vigilance, of A tnation,

-in which. thefe effeéts begin to be no longer

- seperated, but with difficulty and fruggling.

But
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- But what can we think of the policy of -

a mnation, which, at its: point of abun-

 dance, . has begiin to multiply to excefs.the

reprefentative figns of gold, and filver, and
has raifed the price of its commodities,

‘and materials of trade, whilft the occa-

fions. for wark, and emiploy, diminithed

- by reftraints -laid on. its trade, have been

forcing it to pravide. for the fubfiftence of

a great pumber :ﬂo{tzits : fub;e&s, Kept: in .

rdlenefs.

- 'This is hawever what England has done

by the abufe of it’s credit,} ands...thg multis

Plcity of it’s taxes, .0

- . What the fruit of this pelicy has heen,
and what the fuccefs of it muft bey the

fate of the national debt will fhow ws.: =

O the Fvenons if thy Avvss of b Nag |

-“The Whale: of .the home-trademay. e
 divided into two parts p' the ‘one.asvery
narrow one, confifting of the mutwal ‘barter
- of merchandize ;- the other, by the ex-
- change of merchandize for gold and filver,
- on, omeredit-of: the dealers. ‘Fo this. fum
of .cireylating: funds,  the Nation, . by a
eonftantly igrowing abufe of: its credit, has *
- added within thele fixty years,

about four- T 1184101 millions of livres. -
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feore millions fterling * of paper-eutrencyy
negotiable upon the Change, and with even
an advantage over: the coined one, under

the name of Public Funds;, which fome

have been pleafed. to call our artificial
wealth ; {o that if you add' together the
fum of the current coin, the original ca~

pital of the different debts of the Nation,
e*ncreafed ﬁ‘om 4, IO’ 30, tQ 90« Per Centf ,

that fome of thefe funds are fold for abave:

par, the Bank-bills, Exchequer- notes, India~

bonds, 1 there will not be found lefs than

a fum of an hundred and twenty milliens

fterling (two thoufand feven hundréd and

fixty millions-of livres) doubtlefs; a prodi=
gious: {um, -and :out of all propartion to
the quantity of foreign or home fpecie cun~ -

rent in trade, which I compute ‘at eighteen

millions "only, according te the beft aus -
-thorities, of writers, and others; the moft
- thoroughly acquainted wit;\l?pthiafe.zmattersg o
or thefe twenty
years- varied but from fifteen “to-eighteens
-millions.  Sir Gerard Vem—-ck was the
firft who. durft carry it to thirty nuillions,

whofe calculates have not

and for the firft time at the Duke ‘of

v
Y s o et

3 AL e pn

ot Amounu’ngftp near 4 iﬁillﬁbé ﬁer]finéy,AréngWCa; ’
-every fix months, and carrying an intereft of 3 per.

Qent- .

-
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- Newsmsle’s, in prefence of a full levy.
‘This'wis in the time of the laft war, w_hm
“it;was for his’ intereft to talk fo, to favor
the ‘fubfcriptions to the loans; wh;ch., the
Government employed him to get filled,

in order to' continue it. * This was how-

ever believed by. none, ulefs perhaps by
- himfelf, .and. by” Mr. A. Hooke, who re-
tpeated. ‘it - afterwards in ‘his Oracles of

~Briftol : " but this oracle ‘has met with but

dittle faith. - It is not eafy to perfuade the
world that the fum of effe€tive cath has

almoft dqubled  within - thefe fixty :years,

'when one confiders- all that muft have

-gone:out of the Kingdom, for the expence

‘and" maintenance of -our armies: fabr.o’ad;
during three long and expenfive wars;
for. foreign fubfidies payed in time of war,

~ and of peace 5 forthe intéreﬁ*of »the“‘ fums .
belonging to foreigners; in-oursfunds:. in -
thort;: what!has paffed. of it ito Hanaver.

: And, on theiother hand, hoyv. little ‘.Cqulq
- havé been made to return of it, byra trade

loaded - with - enormous, and ' conitantly
grotwing impofts,. of cuftoms, duties, " ex-
«ife, &c. and confiderably diminithed by
. #the-encredfed dearnefs of commodities, and

-by-the-almoft- incredible augmentation of .
the induftry and commerce of Nations our

- ivals, during this period of time. .

(it is that pays it.
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- But:be the:thing 4s Eﬂi&rfi]};éth@ exceflivs

-growth of ‘our 'ci%’i‘xculating‘ funds: has ne-:

ceffarily: sbhanged} ~the. iproportion i: whach .
exifted-:between therchandize :and money 1
been - too fudden;

H
J

and ds>thap change rhag! | t0o fudden;
and:has not-been: the fame in othed tradinios

nations:("the * price’ of commodities:.muft:
have rifen miore fenfibly in: England, than'
~amongft our rivals,: all-ether circumftances
being fuppofed equal.: ., .. .

‘This borrowing- coffer, which | theNax
tion has never thut fince the firft day that
it opened..it, has.been continually filling
with the money of thofe, who have begun
to. prefer a certain :intereft, :payed . every:

of money ! As things formerly ftood, ‘the

i foreigners ‘payed- the- intereft-of it, by the

Dallance: of trade; at prefent,  the Nation

- The profits from that ufury, tranfacted

by the moneyed men, with.a neceflitous
Government, - repeated withiout mefure,

and ' concentered in a. {mall -number of

hands, have augmented the inequality in .
the - diftribution of riches, Ewvery fubjet

fias payed bis thare of the expences contri-
butable to the wants of the

~and

Government,

- lix-months, to the flow and precarious pro- -
ts of Trade.  What a lofs for' the State
- muft have arifen from this ‘new em loy,

—

e

oy

=
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- ~and moreover, the: intereft of thofe fums, . In fhort, the folidity of
- to thofé who had furnithed :the advances credit has . éxtended this abufe |
on them = -in fich manner, that thefe hav- could go - the fdteigners, through 4 .con< -
ing become: richier, whilft theot}:mrszharvﬁ,_ | s dma';cq ruinous for MS,“?”han“e‘élngc.dg;'n o
 at:the fame; timeg| been - impoverifhed, the publicifunds, :thidughrat & more rodetate
reiterated: éxigencies of the State have augr= inteteft than) elfewher@z eonfiderable fumsis
‘mented- the_difficulty ofithe ; levys: upon - they are computed #o amount to no_lefy
- the poory and at thc fame- time the - de- than. to-a fourth, and by fome to a third,
| pendense of the Government upon the of the ‘national ‘debt. - We have neverther
moneyed men, in au;.,.;.qg;aﬁons ~.-°f:;:~b0“ | lefs believe d ourfélye s rich with th»é'riches,;,
rowinghlle o prtee Dy of .othefsy and fearce are. we. yet -uride-

Al R ey e ! '*‘I“_ eeived; - though' the lowering of the! Ex-

B change might certify to us thé large’ re-
U‘Ufury, orf‘faki'ng{""up 'v_r’noﬁ‘ey: at }ntéféff?», is for ‘ m.it'taAni:e‘:s", We make ¢»V€I‘Y 'k alf“Y?aIf“tOf fof,,
the State, as well as for private perfons, a reffource N - reignersy . for- ‘the intereft of- C‘helr ftoek.
g caler of meed, but & diote sisfull, spe . che The. capital of it is. ftill duye : “that capital

" State, when. private perfons tranfad it with one which has been payed; ‘and overpaid. to

 another, tharl when- the State tranfafls it with pri- | hem. in intereft, . IF in. tho | {};P' ol
vate perfons : and it s ruinous for the State when them. in intereft, If in. the-fat wars ¢ s
it deals with foreigners. But. the- excefs of ufus: | dﬁfa@"aﬂtagej in the Exchan-ge was: lofs
By fhet 8 to fay, a;cxortiane interel, and the | fenfibly felt, it was. owing to the happy.
sy Teich, o Yoo makes, and fs fometimes: reflource. we found “in the abundance of
forced to make of this reflource, moft certainly take  reflource. d “in the abundan
their rife from that exceffive inequality in the di- our corn,.and the: dearthof it in the. coun.
ftribution™of riches; whence fome private perfons tries.of ot foreign creditors. Jadgs no

- are rich in the midft:of a poor State, - If then t‘l}e. of the good fenfe; or of the g ow

Prituns udthugt e wd ik i BN WAL ineiniir boatt 'of ot artificial
giat ke excets and shuft of iy, Wilbefod | rches s whe precend that the national debt
gver without avail, ‘as they have been in all times. , is ;jn'(l')'thmg : “that it is the right h'a.nd ;Whichf‘

i poref hined Indulsy has"’alqne;theg p’gerdof | owes tothe left-hand : but even thould

ol Agicalus, amanghh s R In the mod. | Chat be the only o of this debt: is it

 voratie propeition o sevtatin " m fhemet | dharbe the only effect il tha the right,

[, ot o dlar 0 ot I very e vl tha s righ:

the. national
‘as far as’ it

| ORI S S S
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| hand: zﬁxou*l'd grow 'eyefy"'-.\-fd‘éy;f:mmg* zgnd
‘more indebted : fo the left hand ?. a mems=:
ber which -gaifis -a:.monftrousi growthat:

the expénce:of sthe, fubftance: of ithe othersj;

- which ::therﬁbyfih&camd3}minhe?rqc¥;;a;qﬂf"P%fg% |
 litic;idoesit:notichreatevthes body Wwith: ai
total deftru@ionts o f)f)??fﬁif filve Bt (a3

I I RO It (R R FLBot QW) BRI EL e B
| ;C‘:;;,gg,ng,cmd !h&@GRE‘f‘SES iOfisfhe . A;":

| o S eris 3iTAON AL, MERT,, "f‘§“:si‘%‘-?3ii",::_:i' . ”’%i,si»
 -o!'The wars:in thesreigns of| King: Williai
and’ Queen: Anne, thesoffenfivel- and rde=

fenfive: altidnces of thetreighing Family

withi the ‘Continent, fubnifh .us. with-the

epuchs of rithe origin ‘and: progrefs ~of i the

hational;debt: - Theyiiwere the:caufe, oF

at léﬁi?t~%th*.>préﬁext of them: - All:the Aéts

- of Parliament - twhich : have authorifed the
| é‘xp‘en‘ce\s; -ancreftabl 1ﬂlﬁdft£h€‘ pos‘vert? J "Qf »
 the: Natidn,. declare-in their preamble;' that
the - mohey: of the fubject s .defignedita -
carry:an the warwith vigor againft France;
and: -the: othericénemies iofc i thes Natians

Théfe: wars: were. violent; mitd cobftinate
“Tireaties of~ Peacé'-ark b langgr dictated

‘by that: infpiréd - {pirit: of “copdord: wﬁicfh |
~ touches every. heart: . they .are. poi.longer
- other than the fad effeé of thé: wearinefsy

4nd exhaufted forces. of; thes combatants:

- How. far. thofe wars were neceffary s how

Lo a
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glorious they have been ; ‘whither our tran-
quillity and power have been the better

~-eltablithed for them, are queitions hitherto

undecided ‘amongft politicians, But, by

the ftate of our debts, any one may judge
~how dear that glory

, | and thefe interefts
have coft England. “And any one may
modeftly prefume, that if a {mall part of

- thofe immenfe expences had been employ-

ed to pufh our true interefts in America 3
fole matters of a Continent which is now
difputed with.us _by a rival nation, we had

left no pretext for a vain quarrel about

- When William mounted the throne, the

- {um -total of the debts of the Nation was

under- 700 thoufand pounds fterling (16
millions of  livres.) His reign, in thirgeen
years, carried{the,expe;nvces of the Nation
to ~o millions fterling. (1610 millions of

- livres) of which there remained due at his -
death in 1702, ten millions fterling (230

ntillions of livres.) .

o

" The twelve years and a half of the reign
of Queen Anne coft the Nation
lions of expence, and in 1714 the debts
«exceeded 53 mill‘ions:ﬁerling. (1219 mil-

75 mil-

lions of livres.) -

- The thirteen. xyears' of the pacific . reign
of George I, feemed to owe us: the pro--

M

o
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mife .of fome diminution of the national

debt: but George, in 1727, left it as he

had found it, within 200 thoufand pounds

 fterling, that is to fay, “fill at 53 millions

fterl. (1,219 millions of livres.) R
© After the eleven firft years of the préfent
reign ‘(of George II.) which 'preceded the

war, the accounts of the national debt ‘al-

lowed in Parliamert (exclufive of that of
the Navy) carried it above ‘46 thillions
dterling. The war from 1740 t0 1741,
7an it up.to 71.340,397 /. fterling.
- The charges were 55 millions fterling.
. 1. ferl.

In 1‘~7‘5<‘>‘,=}"th¢ _debf was o 7£028,886

I —

T 74309562

| In .175‘"2,'~" the debt ftood at 74 368,451

‘To which add ‘the Navy-debt 1.6 553493

- thetax on the'penfions - §

And you will find the afual"

And you '»t'hé%‘} debti I, frérl, i }7703 3 ’944- ;_

v-»‘*(Oxk' k1.76 1,786;712 ‘lines) ‘of ‘which the
intereft, notwithftanding all the operations

of its reduction, amounts “annually ‘to

about three millions - fterling ' (fixty-nine
- millions of livres.) . .

| ’; 'I:hey, |
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" They, -doubtlefs, were not’ friends to

the Nation, who advifed William to. make

himfelf fure of the hearts of his f ubjeéts,
tunes, by means of : thefe public loans, of

~ which the folidity and intereft ‘might be

the baits: 'an expedient fuccefstully - em-
ployed of yore by Pope Sixtus V. to bring

the’Romans under an unlimited fubje@ion.

‘The Miniftry of Queen Anne, and thofe
of the two following reigns have willingly
adopted ‘a policy fo favorable: to the royal

authority. The perfonal interefts of mem~
bers of Parliament in ‘both ‘Houfes, and

the inflaence of corruption have often

ftifled the impotent cries of the Nation a-

gainit. the progrefles 'of .an Evil, -which is
become too evident, and ‘too fenfible,:

- Three famous Companies, under the

name of the Bank, Eaft-India, and Seuth-
‘Sea Companies, have been the fprings and
machines, which: have built up. the .mon-

ftrous pile of our debts. Sk

A loan made to: the Government, - in
1694, of the fum of 1.200,000 /- fterling,
at '8 per cenr. reimburfable after 150z,
gave birth to- that great Company, which

~under the name of the Governor and Com-
pany of the Bank of England, has concen-
tered”in"itlelf, as in a point,: the whale
M2 credit
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credit of the Nation,; and the truft of the.
Subje&. By means, and in. confideration
of feveral other fums which the Bank. has
- fince lent to the Government in its wants
“and exigencies, and . of feveral reductions
of mteleﬁ confented to, asto 4, 3% 5 and
g per. cent. it has had fo much. merit, as

to be continued to 1732, 1742, and laftly

to ‘1764 and its credit upon  the Go-
~ vernment has rifen to above ten rmlhons
| flerlmc (230 millions of hvres) E
“The preference which its notes. have
obtamed over cafh, the great fums of Wthh
- private perfons - make - it. depoﬁtary, .the
‘great and repeated profits it makes:in its
‘money-dealings with private perfons, and
upon its advances to . the Government,
trom ‘which it ‘receives 120 or 330 thou-
{and- pounds: annual intereft (near go mil-
lions of livres) to be divided: amongft its
“ftock-holders, and proprictors. of the an-
nuities with which it has charged - itfelf,
form the mxﬁery, the: foundatlon, and the
~means: of its credit: but the more pro-
 digies this. credit operates, that is to fay,
“the tnore the greatnefs of the dxfproportlon
. between its real means, and-its engage-
:..ments . encreafes, the more muft the im-
_poffibility encreafe of. fatisfation" in the
| v'cntlcal moment. of a difcredit.  There is
‘ no

i
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- no remembrmor ‘without ﬂmddermc the

alarms and the dlf’crefs to which it found
itfelf driven in 1745, when the Pretender’s
fon was not above 120 ‘miles (40 french
leagues) from London': *the public decla=

- ration then made, and the affociation then-
~ formed amongft a number of merchants,

proprietors in the public funds, not to re-
fufe payment, in'bank notes, doubtlefs

contributed more to fave it, than the paul-

try expedient of paying in fmall ‘money
by way of gaining time : but if the rebels
had not foon been comipelled to retire; on

the failure of - the fuccors they expeted

from a defcent in the northern’part of the

County of Norfolk, what muft have bes

come- of the Bank ? ‘what credit would it
then have found ? " and what aids could
have fupported it? in fuch a difafter, it
might have perhaps been fome confolation,
the having a plaufible occafion for a forcc&
bankruptcy with refpect to foreigners, and

‘thereby to have loft for ever the rumous

honor of their confidence.”

Under the fame reign (of K. ‘vVa Hianyy
in 1698, two millions fterling lent to the
Government, brought into exiftence a new
Eaft-India Company, foon after united with
the antient one, continued from 1711 to
our days, and to continue ‘till 1780, it

| M 3 favor
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fdvor of the fucceﬁive redutions of intereft
- to which it has confented, and of other
fums lent by it, which have carried its
capxtal to 4. 200,0001 ﬁerl (96 millions
6oo thoufand livres.

In the gth year of the reign of Queen
Anne, the Govérnment ftood in need of a

fum of about nine millions and a half fter< "

ling, on account, for the moft part, of
the naval debt, which had been long payed
in navy- tickets and debentures, that were
then at a difcount of 40 and 50 per cent.
of excharge for cath. A Company which

called in that difcredited [paper-currency,
offered to lend the nine millions fterling,
~at fix per cent. and obtained the exclufive .

privilege of trade to the South Seas, and
other parts of America, from whence it

took the name of South-Sea Company,(_

the Government has fince ftood indebted
to it, at one time, about thirty millions
fterling : and after fome re-1mburfements,

- and redutions of intereft to 4 and 3 per

cent. it has remained creditor for 2 5 mil-
lions fterling (575 millions of livres.)
Such have been the deftru&ive reforts of
a Nation, plunging deeper and deeper into
debt, and dragged on into certain ruin,
by the moft burthenfome ways and means
of borrowmg, fuch as annuities for one,

two,
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two, and three lives; loans negotiated uport
mortgaged revenues, with intereft and
premium on the advances, money taken

up by way of lotteries, at the intereft of
9, 6, 5, and 4 per cent. with premiums

~of 25, 30, to 34 per cent.  Exchequer-
- bills, renewed for three or four years, fromr

three months to three months, the come-
poun.d intereft being fucceffively added to
the principal from quarter to -quarter at
the rate of 6 per cent: Itis, Ifay, by fo
ruinous an adminiftration of the finances,
and by the enormous profits of the len~
ders with the Government, that the Nation
has feen itfelf more and more intangled in

“its -bonds, and - that the weight of them is

‘become more and more cumbelfome, op~
prefﬁve, and difficult to fhake off.

The immenfity of -the national debts
doubtlefs demonttrates, in the moft pref-
fing manner, how important itis to pro-
vxde for their reimburfement 5 in order to
put an’ end to the ruinous intereft now

- paid by the Public on them, and to exo-

nerate the revenue of the State.  The ne-
ceflity of this has been felt fo far back as
the year 1717, when there was formed a
general fund, fince called the Sinking Fund,
dedicated to this ufe. The South- Sea Com-

pany propofed to us in 1719 @ new ref-

M4 {ource,
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fource, when it offered to take up abqve

33 millions fterling of the public. debts,
rede¢mable and non-redeemable, for the
like fum in ‘new transferable ftock, of

which it allowed that the intereft thould

be reduced by the Government to 4 per
cent. after 1727 ; the difference from that

reduction being te'be carried to account of

the reimburfement of the capital debt, -

~ The jealoufy of the Bank, who by its.

offers to the Government, forced that
Company to engage itfelf to a farther pay-
ment of five ‘millions fterling in acquittal

of the national debt, gave fo great an idea

of the ‘bargain, that even before the A
was- pafled, the South-fea ftock had got

up to 375 per cent. This infatuation grew
greater and greater from the eagernefs of

the Public, and the common talk of the
Directors, who, upon the pretended pros-
fits of the Company’s trade, 'promifed not
lefs than 30, 40, and 50 ‘per cent. divis
dend for the laft fix months of 1720,
The Company, ‘whofe firft “intention had
been to open fubfcriptions only to the pro-
prietors of the national -debt, was forced
- to open {ucceflively four money-fubferip-
~ tions, -on the foot of 300, 400, 800, and
10007 per 100 of the new ftock, which
were precipitantly filled : the two firft only

amounted

S S S e T
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amounted to above nine millions fterling, of
which a million and a half was payed in
ready cath, . ‘

- It may be remembered how the charm

was, broke, even before the operation was

- confummated. - A defire of realizing hav
ing fucceeded to the rage of fubfcribing,

the number of  the- fellers was found to fo
much exceed  that of the buyers, that be~

fore the clofe of 1720, the ftock at 1000
- was fallen to 200. - L i

- The Parliament fucceeded ill in repair-
ing the diforders caufed by thefe operations,
which were as liable to the fufpicion of-
unfairnefs as of imprudence, - when it de-
clared thofe fubfcriptions valid. The tax
of about feventeen hundred thoufand pounds.
fterling, impofed on- the eflates of -thirty-
three: Directors, then reputed worth near -
two millions fterling, and divided amongft
the proprietors of the Company’s new
ftock, proved but 2 poor fatistaction to all

“thofe who had bartered their money, and

fhares in the National debt, for fhares and
fubleriptions in that Company. - Thus the
fortunes of a number of private- perfons
were deftroyed, and the Nation found it
felf juft as poor as it was before,
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In the mean time the Sinking Fund,
formed in 1417, feemed to afford more
folid hopes. *More than fifty branches of
Duties, before partly mortgaged, were made
perpetual, and the produce of them ap-
propriated to it, as faft as they -thould be-
come free of “the affignments on them.
The annual produce of this fund exceeded
twelve hundred thoufand pounds fterling
{o early as the year 1727, notwithftanding
the fums which had been diverted from it:
and a fair calculate demonitrates that one
million annually reimburfed, with the fav-
mngs of intereft added thereto, from the

fums reimburfed, would: have in lefs thap

thirty years acquitted above fifty millions
of our debts: whereas, by a deplorable
fatality, even during the length of pacific

years, with' which- Heaven favored the

reigns of George I. and George II. fundry

expences occafioned by the connexions of
the Reigning Family with the Continent:

annual {ubfidies payed to foreigners from
five hundred thoufand to a million fterling,

in -times of war: the civil lift * carried
B AT o from

~ * The civil Lift is compofed of the peculiar re-
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from five hundred to near a million:
ferling : in fhort, the current fervice-

~ have " yearly abforbed 'that fund, which:
~ought 'to have been facred. - On the other

hand, the fum of the national debt has

been confidered as facred, in a contrary

fenfe, fince every reign, fo far from di-
minithing, has fcrupuloufly added to it, as
con{cientioufly ‘as the monarchs of India
add to the Royal treafure which has been
left them by their predeceffors,

- The Sinking Fund carried up to above
1.400,0007. a year in 1749, is already
rifen to ahove 1.700,000 /Z “and will ex-
ceed two millions fterling, by means of

the difference of the reduétion’ of -intereft

on above 57 millions fterling from 4 to
3+ and 3 per cent. to reckon from the
25th Decemb. 1750, and from the 25th
Decemb. 1757. But the example of the
paft has made us fo diftruftfull for the fu-
ture, -that it has been almoft reproached to
a ‘moft worthy Patriot, who advifed and

- demonftrated poffible fo advantageous a

reduction, that he had

pared new means for new expences. =

“no better than-pre~

venue of the Crown, and certain fums granted to
the King for’ the maintenance of his Houfe-hold,

‘and ‘othex éxpences and charges of the Crown.

M6 To
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To conclude  this article, if one confi-
- ders - the means, and effeéts of the feveral
reductions fucceflively operated fince the
~Revolution :  the ready quicknefs = with
‘which in 1748 the fubfcription of a loan
of a million fterling at 3 per- cent. was
filled, the motives which in the laft decla-
ration of a redution of intereft, deter-

‘mined a great part of the proprietors of
the national debt at 4 per cent. to prefer

3 per cent, to commence from Decem-

-ber 1757, with an aflurance: of enjoying

'3 i~ per cent. from 1750 t0. 1757, to
~ the reimburfement with’ which they were
threatened in a very- thort time: the ‘eager-
nefs with which the other part of the
public creditors, who had not fubfcribed
in the terms of the A&, took the benefit
of the delay allowed them for {fubferibing,
accepting as a favor, the punithment in-
flicted on ‘them for their tardinefs, of
granting them the 33 per cent. only to
December 1755, one may- difcover feveral
truths,- which, ‘it is grievous no . doubt,

that. there fhould be no pofiibility of dlf- ,

{embling to one felf, O WL, - o
“THat the aim has conftantly been ra-
ther to encreafe the Sinking Fund, than
to fink the debt effe@tually : that when the
reductions’ of intcreft were operated by re-
- ¥ imburfe-
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imburfements, the amount of the debt was
~not leflened, owing to the borrowings, at

the fame time being at leaft equal to the

~ re-imburfement : nay, that it has even been
- encreafed by the borrowing of freth fums
-upon the gain by the reduced intereft.

Tuar the three great Companies de-

voted to the Government, or rather to the
advantage they found in lending money to

it, has been the too fatal caufe of that fa-

cility the nation has met with, in. plunging
itfelf into debt. -

~ TuaTt thefe Compames had found 1L‘

confiftent with their intereft, to place out

again with the Government, even at a re-

 duced intereft, thofe great profits they had
‘made out of it. . . o

. THat a hundred and ten Governors

and Diretors of thefe Compan‘ives',,, in place,
out of place, and ready to return into
Pplace, defirous of the good graces of the

Court, and engaged by what is remitted

to. them an- the fums they advance, - have
even forced thofe Companies to reductions
of intereft againft their will and inten-
tion, by taking upon themfelves to open

{ubfcriptions, of which they were fure of

foon feeing a profit by the fhares being
negotiated above par on the Royal Ex-
St h ~ Tuar
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~“TaAT thefe creatures of the Miniftry,
thefe three Companies, give the Miniftry a
dreadfull advantage over the Nation, efpe-

cially in that intimate correfpondence which-
mutual interefts have eftablithed between.

the Bank and the Court: on- the fide .of
the Bank, for the fake of the profits it
makes, ‘on the loans to it out of “thofe

funds it has at its difpofal, and which it

multiplies at difcretion, and upon the cir-
culation of the Exchequer Notes, &c. On-
the fide of the Court, for the fake of ‘the
prompt and powerfull aids it receives from.
the Bank, without the participation of Par-
liament, and which it applies --tQ!‘"thé"agj»
vancement of its particular views.”

‘TuAT the fum of thefe debts conftantly
encreafing, and in the fame proportion the.

fum of their intere?, from an exa pay-

ment of it, in, and amongft the hands of

the proprietors of the national debr, “have
been always a reafon to them for accept-

~ing alefs and lefs intereft, and that it ig

almoft fure that a redu@ion may be at-

- tained of the intereft on the national debt
o 2 % per cent. after the year 1757,

TuaT the dread of “being re-imburfed
by the Government clearly points out the
abafement into-which land is fallen, and at
the fame time the violent ftate, and .con-
B R tractednefs

=

- of GREAT Britan, &c. 955

 trattednefs of a Trade, which does not ob-

tain a preference over the placing out of
money at 3 4 per cent, - - R
Tuat in Parliament, by a fatality hard
to {furmount, all the members of the
Country, as well as of the Court-party,
concur with an equal ardor to ftave off the
re-imburfement of the national debt ; if
they are landed-men, by their oppofition
to any new burthens on their lands, which

- might accelerate the clearance : if they are

Proprietors in. the national debt, from the
advantage they find in not being  re-
imburfed. ST e

Tuat the more :,thefﬁnking-'-fund‘ fhall

encreafe, either by the reductions of in-

tereft, or by the affluence of the fupds

mcorparable with it, as faft as they get
clear, the more will the means extend of
encreafing the national debts by the ‘bor-

rowing of new fums upon thofe funds: .

that, in.fhort, the more the national -debt
fhall encrcafe, the nearer will approach
that inevitable moment of the deplorable

cataftrophe of the National ¢redit,
- Unde novas rerum ordo remafeetur.

Of Taxes. ,
Wars, interefts foreign :to the ‘Nation,

dndifcreetly purfued and d¢fended, have
T | | produced
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~ produced debts 5 thofe debts repeated have
" .occafioned the multiplication of taxes : the
‘want of exaftnefs in re-imburfing, has

- caufed their continuation, and perpetuity.

agés ahd'vDifadVantages .

- The hiftory of taxes of all kinds, which
“have compofed . the revenues of the Crown

-and* Nation, fince the conqueft to this

“day, would doubtlefs take up an immenfe

enumeration : but the ftate of thofe which
actually {ubfift, prefents an adequate enough

idea of them.  Within this laft Century,
‘our imagination has been admirable fertile

in creating new ones, or in reviving old

ones, under new fhapes: ever keeping
equal pace with our debts, they have been
from. annual, become fixed ‘for two or
three years, afterwards prolonged, in thort

perpetuated : ' and multiplied 44 infinitum.

Fifteen, or- fixteen branches of duties,
~which exifted under- Charles II. of which.
hardly fix were perpetual, have begot above

‘an hundred, of which the grcateri"cq.k part

fubfifts to this day. e B
~This _State prefent to us the CusTom-
- Housk duties, collected on importation,

- with allowance indeed of a draw-back in

cafe of exportation within a limited time,
but always over-burthenfome to Trade,

whether prefently payed down, or on truft
- upon bending for them: becaufe this me-
Vot T  thod:

B iss
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thod " of  practice employs great fums' of

ftock unprofitably for- the merchant, and.

does not leave him the liberty of choofing

the moft favorable times of fale: duties

befides fo multiplied and fo complicated;

“that the collection of them being become
-~ perfectly ‘a deep fcience for the furveyors,
~ and a miftery for the merchants, has bred

queftions which have divided the opinions

of our ableft accomptants, and required-

the decifion of Parliament upon them. =
~~ Duties upon the Tobacco, fo' unaccount-

ably calculated, that a foreigner fhall buy

it with.us at 24.% the pound, whilt an
Englithman fhall pay 84.3. And notwith-
ftanding the bounty of 3s. od. % for fix
pounds of manufactured Tobacco, receiv-
able at the time of exportation, fix pounds
of Tobacco exported by an Englithman
- will ftand him in 15 114d. %, whillt fix

pounds exported and manufatured by a
- foreigner fhall only coft him 15 5d. %,
- which making a difference of 35 per cent.

muft deferve to the foreigner fome pre-

ference over us in the foreign markets, not
- to mention the advantage he has of inveft-
- Ing but 1001b. where we muft inveft 345,

in the fame quantity of commodity. =

*Duties collected in fome of our iflands :
on the exportation of their products, al- -

lotted

257 |
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lotted to the improvement of our colonies,
“but applied here to other ufes. o
~ Duties on the exportation of coals, falt,
candles, &c. and upon the imports of
‘whales from our fifheries. DR
~ Duties of the Excise, additional, and
fuper-additional, on the make and home-
confumption of the merchandize, and com.-
modities the moft neceflary to life, or which
are the moft natural materials of our Com-
merce : duties, which through the mulsi.
plicity of their objets, have multiplied
Surveyors, Commiffioners, &c. all places

at the devotion of the Court ; duties, per-

nicious in their management to the liberty
of the Subjedt, and to the liberty of the
Nation, by the influence which' the exac-

tors of thofe duties, have over the minds

and votes of the confumers in the time of

~ elections, by their threats, their rigor, or

their indulgence. . ° |
~ The Malt-tax, of which the produce has
been found fo great, and of a colletion fo
eafy, fo little Jiable to fraud, and fo little
e¥penfive, that it has been punctually con-
tinued from year to year for fixty years

3 tax which the poor Pay; upon the whole

of the beer they buy, (befides' the duties
on retail in the publican  way) whilft the
tich fearce pay the half of it, being ad-
Pt | | mitted
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mitted to compound for what they make
at home, at the rate of five ﬂlﬁ_llh‘rv;g_s_‘ per
head in their families. o
- Duties upon foap and candles, hops,

paper, cards, &c. upon tanned hides in \'
England, at more than thirty per cent. of

their value. . ‘ .

‘Duties upon falt, fo immediately op-
pofed to the advancement of our ﬁfherles;
and from which it was fo long before they

were freed: a tax at the fame time the

moft chargeable in the colleftion of it, fince

it did not carry into the Exchequer thc |

clear half of the fum colle&ed.

_ Duties upon Tea, fubje® indeed to a

draw-back upon exportation, but fo exor-
bitant before their very recent reduction,
that there ufed to be almoft as much fmug-
fled in, as fairly entered. An abufe, doubt-

efs, and a very great one, but flill a lefs -

than that of fmu 2 _over w
brandies, efpecially from France, caufed by
their exceffive duties: a fraudulem‘:*-Cme-
merce, of which the difadvantage is dou-

- ble for England, fince it is carried on in

exchange for our wool and for eyr guineas,
with which it fills the ports of F rance, and
of Holland, neareft to qur coafts,

- T fhall here remark by the Waa?@ that
 taxes upon confumptions in general,

“havé
been

ling over wines and

!'.
ST

copmia
P

i st
o Gy

e

sty sl

Y

St i s

[T RN e e

. o
e | o s B e R T

L epmeby ik

L T i AN

¥ mommcsiininn
S e,



e e e e ey e,

= e e e =

impofition, and

- nied, -

‘260 - Advantages and Difadvantages

been preferred to others for many reafons,
‘the moft part of them {pecious, (without

mentioning the particular motives -which
~might feduce the kegiflators themfelves in
their favor) as for example.
* Becaufe thefe taxes are the moft general
ones, that is to fay, fuch as it'is the leaft
poflible to" evade, or get exem pted from,
“efpecially the more their object is that of
“neceflary confumption, -~

~ Becaufe the duty feems of light weight 5

and, at the fame time, of almoft an infinite

petty fums of which it is compofed.

produce, by the infinite fubdivifion of the

Becaufe it is not an arbitrary, or violent
feems to be freely payed,

fince every one may fix, at his own difcre-
tion, the bounds of - his confl umption.”
- In fine, becaufe foreigners pay to us a
great portion of thefe duties, added to the

~ price of the commodities they buy from us,

- But it ca

nnot, at the fame time, be de-

. 1t TRAT ‘thefe taxes incurr the ob-
jeftion_of being unequal, and unjuft, in
that, for the portion of things ‘abfolutely
neceflary “to “life,” the poor and “the rich
pay the fame fum :. infomuch that whereas

the people being fuppofed” divided into

two parts pretty near equal, of which the
R - ‘ - one
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one has only its induftry to live upon, the
other pofiefies riches, enjoys, and pays the
labor of the other: thefe two . halves, fo
different in their abilities, fhare neverthe-
lefs equally the weight of thefe taxes upon
all the commodities, or rather neceflaries,

of which the confumption admits of little

ar no abufe of,lux’ury.; ‘The contribution
is light, for the batchelors or fingle per-

fons, ‘in eafy .and idle circumftances : but
is. exceflive for thofe ufefull fubjeéts, of

fortunes narrow, .

~whom the.families are numerous, and the
- 2dly, If the fo confiderable produce of
thefe: taxes was not greatly reduced by the
- charges of management, and levy of them,
why multiply, and repeat them, as has fo
~often been done, on the fame articles, till
the diminution of their confumption,. has

at length given warning of. alleviating the -

- 3dly, We havé flattered ourfelves too
much,. if we have believed that on aug-
~menting the taxes upon the confumption,

- we fhould bring our workmen 'to the fo-

briety, or frugality of a Frenchman, who
lives, or rather ftarves, upon roots, chef-
nuts, bread and water; or to the thrif-

tinefs of a Dutchman, who contents him-

. felf with dried fith, and butter-milk.
| When
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‘When oiir workméh can no ‘longer raife
the price of their work to their mind, there

ftill remain two great réfuges to'them from

labor, the Parith, and Robbing. \
~ 4thly, The taxes upon corfuihption ne-
- ceffarily raifing the pri¢e :of “commodities,
if 'they-go ‘on ‘encredfing, -that -part which
the foréignérs ‘ate fuppofed ‘to-pay, ‘muft
diminifh ‘in ‘proportion, -through the:con-

fequential  diminution -of ‘the quantity -of :

our éémmiodities-cénfuméd abroad.
 We'have-two proofs of the éxceflivefife
.of the price of our manufaétures:-and!pro-
~The one, the great‘excefs of ‘the price of

the figars' of our'iflands over-that-of" other -

riations, quality' for quality, -caufed by the
exceflive price -of -the ' comnyodities ‘they

draw from England, ‘fo much beyend the

price ofthofe’ fent by France-and othér na-
tions to their colonies. Such, at leaft, -is
the very probable - reafon -alledged by Ja-
smaica and our “windward “iflands - for the
exceflive "priee -of -their fugars, ~verified
fince the'war, dearer *at-Liondon ffom 40

to 4o per cent. than'at Bourdeaux' thofe of |

the french iflands, -quality for quality.
This was' at the’fame time a plaufible ‘mo-

tive for their follicitation to the - Parlia-

ment, for a4 permiffion of -drawing- certain

- commodities
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commodities from France, and other places
where ‘they were to be had ‘cheaper : an
invitation, one would imagine, ‘public e-

o

nough to foreigners, to introduce them

, The oghe; proof, is the Bounfty,' or fg:ra‘é“
t;ﬁgatxon,* ‘we have fallen ‘upon -granting
on the exportation of certain articles ‘of

our commerce, to endble our merchants to
fupport  a.competition ‘with foreioners in
the ‘matkets abroad : a very wife reme:
narkets abroad : -a very wife remedy
no doubt, which too it will be neceffary

to extend to “other branches of our Com.
merce, in proportion as the induftry of

France, and the fuccefs of the new manu-
faltures which in Switzerland, Germany;

and ‘the North, are daily fpringing ‘up.

of this operation, fuppofing even that this
gratification, or bounty, pays 'back a fum
equal to the taxes on- confumption, it will
be found that the duties are colleted, and
paid back without any advantage, and that

the charges of colle&ion, and paying back, |

are fo much neat lofs. - . |
- But there will be no being perfuaded,
that the bounty can be fufficient to repair

~the damage done to Commerce by the
taxes upon confumptions, if one may defer

to
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to the fentiment of Sir Matthew Decker, a.

- judicious author, and of known impartia-
lity;  he proves by an exact, and moderate
calculation, into - which- He was led by
Iocke and Davenant, that the taxes upon
confumptions; and crude - materials, are

" more than doubled upon the merchandize

" by the augmentation which the taxes take,
in being payed ahd repayed by all the
hands - through ~ which.~ the merchandize
pafies,  before it arrives at the confumers ;
“and -by the augmentations which this in-

- creafed fum adds to the price of the erude

materials, to the price of work, to'the ex-

~ pence of the workmen and' merchants in’

their own proper confumption, to the pro-
fit of the'merchant, which muft come out
of the price of the merchandize,. that' has

undergone, and comprehends all thefe aug-

~ mentations, * &c..

o He takes for exémple -‘the_'t»ax 'updh\lééther,' by '

- means of which he finds the price of fhoes is charg-
- ed with twelve augmentations which the leather has
payed, in pafling {ucceffively from the hands of the
grazier, through  thofe of the butcher, tinner, and
his workmen, the leather-cutter, fhoemaker and his
workmen. Here are already feven proportional
~ augmentations of dearnefs for the fhoes which

themfelves ufe, an expence which every one of
Py o ' . ‘ = them

| ofGrrar Buram, &e 6,

o Addtoail this fum of the Cuftom- and
Exq‘ift;-dutleS' thus doubled, the fum of
thc *‘Other taxes, land-tax,* poors-rate, &c.

.

them muft r’eg‘éih' mi" i,eélth"’egr itfélf"; th:_eﬁ:the. aug-

mentation of the tax itfelf, and four augmentations =

in' proportion to the profit which matt be. made
by the ‘butcher, - the tanner, the cotter, and the
moem’qkeurv,ﬂ_out' of the price ‘thus {welled of the
leather. T e

A like tax ‘will operate the fari'n‘:eneﬁeﬁ‘ on’ the

make of candles, foap, and beer.

:ﬁflt’@hﬁfc graziers, “tanners, fhoemakers, &c. -all.
. confume for their own ufe candles, beer, foap, and
_ other neceflary commodities : here are th'en";gairi' |

- twelVe refpeltive augmentations on ' the pricc of

, fhoes,ffromcvery one of ‘thofe articles, <~
~Now-all who contribute to the fabric and. com-

a3

- merce of cloths, for example, from the thepherd to -

 the wholefale mexchant, ufe fhoes; and every one
of them muft charge-the-augmentation of the price .

Qf"t.hex'n upon the wool, and upon the numberlefs

~ fafhionings it muft receive before it is made into
cloth. " Thus the augmentations of the tax upon = -

leather, and of all and’ any other tax on the con. . .

fumption of necefliries, ‘will be repeated, ad infiui~

tam, - till all thefe fums are ultimately payed in. @
Jump by the laft confumer.. HI(‘."Willx n}(j)tythén b‘z o
- hard to believe, that before coming to him, the
. utaxﬁfWiIl have been more than doubled : e‘fpeciauy
if it is obferved, that the tax is by cvery one of
- thofe who pay it, and' recover it again upon the
‘merchandife, encreafed at leaft the intereft’ of the
- advance he has made, reckoning from the firft who
- Ppays the naked tax of it. ~—~ © T
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it will be found, that the fum total of

thefe taxes is at 31 per cent. of the an-

- nual expence of« the whole people of Eng-

land, whom he computes at eight millions -
of men, at 8/ fterling per head (184
livres) fince the war preceding the publi-
cation of his work. I afk after that,
- where is the nation with which we can
enter into a competition of commerce up-

on equal terms; and what mighty matter

is the two per cent. advantage we boaft
~over fome of our rivals in the intereft of
- mongy, towards reftoring the level be-

tween them and us?

# But to refume the interrupted enumera-
i tion of taxes, you will find, Taxes upon
- apprentices, upon hawkers and pedlars,

upon ' marriages, - births, burials, upon
ftage- and hackney-coaches (thofe of pri-
~ vare perfons being exempted +) that is to

lay taxes oppugnant to induftry and popu-
lation, upon the wants of the Poor," and

not upon the luxury of the Rich.

~ Stamp-duties, which do not take in lefsv

“than three hundred articles fubjected to

~them,

~ + This has ceafed to be intirely true, fince a tax

- has been laid on allwheel-carriages, without nota-

ble exception, but whether in a juft proportion is a
o query. - : 5 )

them, and whick contribute to the {elling

juftice full dear to the Subje&t.
~ Taxes upon letters, and packets by the
Poft, become fo burthenfome, that Trade
and commercial dealings- have reafon to
- complain of not being enough' refpected
| Taxes upon the windows, that no Ne-
- ceffary of life, not even the air, fhould be
exempt from the being taxed, and that the'
poor fhould be made to pay for the light
neceflary for their work, as the rich, for
- that which lights them, in their idlenefs.
- Taxes upon Land, taxes upon Heredita--
‘ments, houfes, goods and chartels, offices,
penfions, wages, falaries given by the
" The Land-tax, doubtlefs the wifeft, and:
the leaft expenfive of all in the colleétion’
of it, fince it does not ftand in fix-pence
half-penny a pound fterling charged on it; =
- has two great faults; the one, the flownefs =
- of-its levying, which is near two years ac~
~complifliing': the other, the inequality of
it which has lafted fince its inftitution.

The firft declaration of value being ftill

fubfifting, and the eftimate of the rentals .
. h,aving been tf‘h‘en' fO unequany mad e, that :
 though the tax is the fame precifely for

N2 S every
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268} Advaa; ges and ‘Difadyam%gcs\; |

-

~every County, or province in England,

~fome fhall pay four thillings "and. perhaps

more in the pound, whilft others fhall pay
- no more. than three. or two ; infomuch,

~that it is not doubted, but that upon a

fairer and exacter furvey, and eftimate of

the lands, the fhilling‘a_poundi now com=
puted at five hundred thoufand pounds,
would have produced near a million. Such

- areflource as this amendment of a tax con-

tinued from year to year, would doubtlefs

have much forwarded the great work of

the reimburfement of our debts: but the
| landgd-—m_(:nLha\?e,,aa;,allv times, -fhowed no

~other care, or concern than for lowering,
. the land-tax from 4 to 3, and, in times_of

peace to 2 fhillings in the: pound, infpired "

by the propenfity, ‘and power which'the

- rich- have ever had to throw the burthen -

off themfelves upon the Poor, and without

- perceiving that the taxes they fhould per-

petuate by this falfe ceconomy, muft ulti-

- mately fall again at length upon their own
lands, through the diminution of confump-

tion at home, and abroad.. =

The confideration of the different taxes
which conftitute the Revenue of the State, -

~and of the inconveniencies of each, natu-,

rally leads a Patriot to the defire of finding

" the - -

of nGR‘E,A?r'S Bvx_z ITA IN,&C g .2‘6 9 |

the means of taxing all ‘the articles which

could, and ought to be made contribute,

in the jufteft, eafieft, equaleft manner, to

- the Public charge ; that is to fay, of tax-

ing every fubject in proportion to the ad-

“vantage he draws from Society : infomuch,

that with refpect to him who has no pro--

- perty, fo far from depriving him of the

~ (thofe.of abfolute neceflity excepted) feems.
- the propereft to fulfill thefe intentions, - It.
is what the author above quoted, Sir Mat-

hopes' of acquiring any, the influence of

the taxes fhould be no more than a gentle

- _{pur to kis induftry, and that it thould fall

reafonably, and*,not arbitrarily upon thofe-

who have fome property, thatis to fay, in
- proportion to the real and perfonal eftates.
- A free-tax bearing Tolely upon the dif-

ferent articles of luxury, and confumption

 thew Decker, feems to. have happily exe-'

cuted in a recapitulation of divers articles.

of luxury, as the ufe of coaches, chairs,
horfes, plate, jewells, diamonds, wine in.

the cellar, brandy, tea, coffee, chocolate |
in private’or-‘public\hoquS,;&c.‘;ﬁ ‘He takes.
each of thefe articles for the fign of a for-,

tune of fuch a certain revenue, upon which

he is for impofing a tax of three pence for

it
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‘every pound fterling, double upon unmar-

- ried perfons, fimple as to houfekeepers

upon the mafter of the family, a fourth

-upon women, an- eighth upon each child

under age, &e. a tax which fhould be le-

vied upon-all the articles of luxury, for- the
permiffion of which every {ubje&t ﬂzOU"l&"‘ 1

take out yearly licences from the State,
- He demonftrates this tax to be the freeft;
the leaft eafy to evade by fraud, as it turn§
- upon a public luxury which’ every one has

- an intereft in difcovering of another : the
leatt difficult, and the leaft ‘expenfive in
“the colléétion of it: of the readieft reco.

- very, by allowing a difcount for prompr |
payment within 2, 6, or g months; a tax,

“in dhort, certainly more ‘advantageous to
‘the proprietors  of real, and perfonal e-

ftates, to the merchants, - and- to thofe-
- Who have no property, than the other
~atual taxes [, {houldvitl_'.be* fubf’cit_gted,.tg:: s

1 The Lcrude‘, materialé; the n‘ecgéﬁ'aryj confump-

tions, the manufa&urei's"beinig”difburthened of the
duties, and the confequences o ‘them, which double-

_their price, this diminution ' would ‘augment the-

- Trade, the.revenues, and ‘the eafe of every one.
Thus every ane would have the means of luxury,

be otherwife. L R
. The aftual duties are repeated and augmented -

bute

- of GrraT BriTan, & 291 .
- This project is the means he propofes
© to arrive at very effential and interefting
reforms: but if the alterations he ‘has
- planned appear too arduous. an ‘under-
taking, nobody has refufed him the juftice

- to allow, but that his project is the- moft
defirable, and the beft to be fubflituted to -~
the fyftem of Excife, and Cuftom-houfe

~duties, the moft capable. of fufficiency, |

. POV

but the tax to which that duxury would be fubs
je@ted, would be fo equitable, that it would be only

the more produ&ive, the more luxury fhould ex-

~ceed, or go beyond a neceffary confumption. The

tax too would be as free as the luxury - itfelf,
Then again, luxury’ would be moderate ‘in trade,

and in the other ufefull profeflions, from the great
advantages which the wife, and the frugal, would
find in their moderation, above thofe who fhould

in propoition to the neceflity of the articles of con-

~fumption whith are fubjected to it, the confumer
Pays 200, where. the State does not receive above

100; now the tax upon luxury will be fo ‘much

the farther ‘removed from this_inconveniency, as

the articles of it are removed from ‘the neceffary,
and general confumption. s

- The charges of collecting the Excife, and CuﬁomQ
- houfe-duties, are at leaft 10 per cent. whereas in
this propofed tax, they will not be above three

- Pence in the pound, or 1, per cent,




272 Advantages and Difadvantages
't the ‘ordinary occafions of the State,
and of extenfion, in cafe of extraordinary

exigencies. v

- However, - whether this fiftem be, or
- be not-adopted, a fhilling more only on
- the :altual land-tax,  or rather ‘the two
thillings a pound, as at prefenty but upon

a new, and ‘exat futvey; and -eftimate,

faithfully appropriated yearly in -conjunc-
~tion with the Sinking Fund, to the reim-
- burfement of our debts, would in lefs.than .
twenty years effeCtuate the clearance of the

nation, ‘and the fuppreffion of above four

- millions fterling of annual taxes, or paid
~ for intereft, But it'is vain for a patriot to -
‘hope for his Country, all the good he ima-
gines, -or fees poffible.. The proprietors -

of the debts have acquired - too ‘great a

~-credit 3 the landed-men will remain blind - §
- to their true interefts ; in fhort, the mini- =
- ftry will continue to purfue its old tracks :
 bribery, and. corruption are become to it,
~ its fprings of governmient, the taxes mul-

tiplied under fo many fhapes, produce lu-
crative employs without number to give
away, and fpread every where its inuence

over elections: it will not then renounce

- the firmeft prop of the empire it has u-

~ furped over the Nation, and even over the
e

of GREAT BRI".?FAI&;'“ &c o 2r3
King to whom it leaves little at his dif- .

pofal, under the fpecious pretext of ma-
naging for his intereft and fervice,

 'Whillt then fo many interefts are cori-
currently united again{t the Good of the -

Public, what hopes can the Future prefent

~to us, or other than unprofitable regrets
~ for ‘the deplorable overturn- of ‘a_(_:o‘nfn-k. SEN
~ tution: the “wifeft, -the nobleft, the molt

capable of tendering happy Men who will

* befree, and the moft worthy of a King,
- who fhould place his content and glory in-
commanding over men free, and who de-

ferve to be fo!.
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