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to yourfelf : YOl;r Condgﬁ&' thro’ fever:
- Y . | ra
Years pafled, in _’.th._e,méﬂ; impor.tané

Scenes of - Life, has convinced every

reafonable and impartial RBritom, ~that

- you defervedly fill the high Station ‘in

which you now move ; Agd I will ve

'tl;l‘l'e to afﬁrm) againft thé Joudeft Voice
of Malice, that to you we chiefly owe
our Happinefs in avoiding a dreadful

War; the Confequences of which muft

hfl ‘Zf been ?PP?‘?mej to us, even in the
moft favourable Circumftarices which

~poflibly could have attended it; and to

the fame prudent Counfel we are li
. . - ’ ’ k -
wife indebted for an Alliancee \xlfi:h

fuch Powers as, for our Intereft, we

fhould ally with: We, therefore. n

Ol with: We, therefore, -n

not doubt your Readinefs to lend iﬁttixelc-i

;&:xon ~to the . Complaints of your Fel-

ﬁcl)g;.suiiie&% ‘nor your Willingnefs " to
1ce them, t isfa&i

Conrr cnj,_ to the SatisfaGion of your

Thefe Propofals to the Parhament of "

Great-Britain are addrefled to you a:
"D relied - to you as
to the propereft Advocate 'that 'chbd‘lg
think of; nor fhall I longer ‘detain you

from them.

 When a Propofal is made evidently &

the A dvimnfes e ently to

the Advantage of the Subjeét, and wgich
| requireg

requires the Authority of Parliament to
put it in Execution, our Legiflature are
bound, by the Duty of Humanity, to
forward the Succefs of it as much as
poffibly they can; and the Members of

~ the Houfe of Commons, efpecially, are

anfwerable to thofe whom:they repre-
fent for their Neglect,

T am certain, if they who compofe
the Legiflative Power were apprifed, in
every Circumftance, of the ill Confe-
quences which attend the unlawful, and
highly unreafonable, manner of Dealing

" betwixt Pawn-brokers and their Cufto-

mers, they would think a Regulation,
at leaft, of that fort of Trading, very
neceffary. I fhall enumerate Part of
the various ill Effe&s of it ; and firft }
will confider fome of thofe which arife
from Pawn-brokers, of any Kind, being -
rmitted to take, as Pledges, Laces,
Silks, Velvets, Stuffs, any of the Woolien
or Linnen Manufatture, and other forts
of Commuodities of which Apparel is

 wmade, in Pieces, nos made into Clothes

or Fugyniture. By prohibiting their re-
ceiving fuch Pledges as are here fpecify’d,
a fevere Penalty being inflicted on the
Tranfgreflor, many Apprentices and other
Servants would want the Power of de-

R . frauding
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frauding their Mafters in the Manner in

‘which fome of them- do; and though
feveral Servants have an Opportunity,
~ to defraud their Mafters of other Com-:
modities, yet they-that have duly con-
fidered the Nature of Trade will find

thefe more neceffary to be particularized.
than any other; becaufe the Inconveni-
encies to the fair Trader, in {fuch Com-~
modities, do not arife only from the
- Danger of his Setvants-embezling Part
of his Stock, but from another dreadful
Source, which will foon appear. Several
young Fellows, engaged.in extravagant

Amours, or other expenfive Pleafures,

when deftitute of Money, pawn the
Goods with which they are intrufted to
procure the Means of indulging their
Inclinations: Some, who are guilty of
~ this Crime, propofe redeeming the Goods,
which they clandeftinely take from their
Mafters, as foon as they can, and before
their Mafters mifs them; but, by fome
Accident, they are renderd incapable

of getting them again in the Time in

which they expetted ; and, when a

Matfter difcovers the Lofs of his Things,

the firft Crime is attended by many,
other Crimes, which follow the Ap-
gentice denying the Fact, while the
awn-broker entiches himfelf at the

o Expence

LS A NN
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xpence of the fair Trader: And thiss
fometimes, is the firft Step of an Ap-
prentice or other Servant to the Gallows.
I have heard Complaints made by fome
of my Acquaintance, who have been
wtonged in this  Manner, and whofe
Clemericy has hindered their profecuting
the Offender. The other dreadful, and
too frequent Source of Injuries to the
fair Trader, in thefe Commodities par-
ticularly, will appear from what fol-

lows. Many neceffitous inferior "Tradef--
“men, and other Perfons, fometimes;

have been known to take up Quantities.
of fuch Goods, on Credit, merely to

anfwer their prefent Wants, by pawn=

ing them: The Inconveniencies of which

Pradtices, both to the fair Trader and
unhappy Offender, are too vifible to need

any Enlargement on them ‘here; and
- which would,

in a great Meafure, be
prevented by prohibiting Pawn-brokers
taking in fuch Goods not made into
Apparel or Furniture,.

‘As all fair Traders are cautious how
they buy fmall Quantities of Goods
which are offered to them in the Man-
ner in which they are carried to Pawn-
brokers, who receive all Things which
arc vendible, and which are brought to

who have been
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them, a Reftraint laid on Pawn-brokcrs
would prevent many Thefts and indire&t
Dealings. 1 doubt not but many honeft

Perfons, when plunged in Diftrefs, and
unable otherwife to extricate themfelves,
have pawned the Property of another,
to anfwer a prefent proffing Occafion,
and afterwards been juft to the Owner ;

but as we cannot poffibly forefee cer-

tainly what the Morrow will produce to
our Advantage, human Nature being
tiable to fo many Difappointments as it
is, the honeft Man, who is drove to
thefe ingrateful Shifts, may be baulked
- in his ExpeCation, his Neighbour, or

‘Friend, injured by his Indiferetion and

Impatience in the Hour of Want, and
“himfelf, likewife, much hut, by ftaining
his Character : If, therefore, the Par-
liament, and I am fure the Affair is
worthy  their Confideration, would lay
the Bufinefs of Pawn-brokers under
the Reflriction of Law, after beﬁéi
Articles fhall be deliberately drawn up,
the Advantages would be many to the

~ Some .may objed to what I have
here offered, by faying, that many
Thoneft Tradefmen,  who are prefled,
 fometimes, for Money, to keep exact

to their appointed Time of Payient,

are glad to fibject themfelves to the
Inconvenieney of Dledging Part of their

Stock, father than fail in their Pay-
wents3 and they had rather go to
Pawn-brokers, ‘whofe Bufinels depetids

much on their Secrecy, than expofe
themfelves to Friends or Neighbours.
This Objection may not be without
Foundation ; therefore, if Pawn:-brokers
Thould not be entirely prohibited takmag
ia fuch Goods as are here {pecified,

they ought, at lcalt, to be under flich

a Reftriction as fhall make them fear-
ful of receiving any Goods from Perfons
whofe Charadters they are not well
aequainted with; 1 would have theih
xherefore liable to be profccuted, tor
receiving ftolen Goods, with as ‘muic

Severity as the Thief is; and if one
ot two of them fhould be hatiged; fofne-
tines, I can perceive no great Lols
that the Soclety, in which they are,
swotld fuftain s However, that they
‘might have no Reafon to complain of
Injuftice towards them, I would fot
have them liable to a Profecution, if
they can give Proofs of the Perfon,

from Whom they received a flolen
.Pledge, being of an undoubted good
‘Charaéter in his of her Neighbouthood,
o B 2 o before




L Iz |

- before this Difcovery of fuch a Perfon’s

Dithonefty ; but thofe Proofs fhould be

fuch as the Law fhould judge fuffici-
ent. If Pawn-brokers were laid under
fome fuch Reftrictions, Tradefmen, and
fome other People, would have fewer
Lofles than they now have: And tho’
fuch Commodities as are made into
Apparel are more particularly neceflary
to be fpecified than any other, yet by
thefe Reftraints, the Pawn-broker would
be deterred from receiving any other
Sort of Pledges, without ufing great
Caution, |

Some may fay, in Anfwer to the
Provifion which 1 here propofe againft
- -Felony, that the Perfon who robs ano-
ther of his Property, to fell or pawn
for his own Ufe, is punithable, by
Law ; and therefore the Fear of in-
ccurring the Punifhment is a fufficient
Expedient ; but the more Channels of
Sin we cut away, the lefs criminal
will Men be in Practice, though they
are Delinquents in their Inclinations.
Suppofing any one thould think the
Penalties too fevere which I would
lay Pawn-brokers under for receiving
ftolen Goods, yet, I am very certain,
no reafonable Perfon can objeé to
- | the

the following Regulations which I
propofe. o -

From thefe Confiderations I am led
to {peak of the exorbitant Intereft which

‘Pawn-brokers have for their Principal ;

which is a great Grievance, that the
poor Subjet labours under, and which
calls aloud for Redrefs.  Common
Pawn-brokers let out their Money at

‘the Rate of Thirty Pounds for an

Hundred for a Year, fuppofing the
Pledge lies a Year in their Hands ;
but if any one puts a Pledge into their
Hands in the latter End of one Month,
and takes it out in the Beginning of the

~ next, he pays Intereft for two Months ;

by which Means, and by other Advan-
tages, they fometimes double, and {fome-
‘times more than double, their Intereft
of Thirty per Cent per Annum. Thus

thefe Vermin, taking an Advantage over

the Neceffities and Weaknefs of the poor

‘Subje, ftop the Hand of Induftry, and
encreafe the Number of Thieves.. They

{ay, in their own Defence, that the
‘Perfons who pledge their Things know
‘the Terms;, and therefore are not im-
‘pofed upon. But this ought not to be
an Argument in their Behalf to the

legiflative Power ; for when People
TG
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vun willingly, or vather without Cofi<
fideration, on their own Ruin, the

Wifdom and Vertue are great in thofe
twho temove the Meatts of their Deftructi-
ot: And, if the Traffick of Pawn-
broking is to be fuffered, I think, if
Paiwn-brokets ate confined; by a Penalty
ofi every Tranfgreflion; to take no fiore
thari double the lawful Intereft of Mo=
ney; twhatever that fhall be at any
"Fime, they will not want the Means of
eritichiiig “themfelves ; and, if they da
not think that Intereft enotigh fof the
Ufe of their Money, let thei cimploy
it ia f{ome other Manier 3 and theh
they may ftand the Chance of becoming
hoticlter Meii. A I

If the Patliament fhould take all the
yifible Methods which ean be thought of
to prevent Thieving in thofe who deal
swith Pawn-brokers, and fhould fettle
the Intereft of their Money lent, many
other Grievances ate fill to be redrefled.
One feandalous and wicked Pracice,
and which, according to thy Way of
thinking, is direct Robbing, among Pawn-
brokers, is this: Some of them, after
they have amafled a latge Quantity of
valuable Pledges, moft of them pawn’d
for lefs than half the real Worth, infofm

| their

e __..;._..,...,,__._--.,{Lﬂ_i.iu_s J

their Cuftomers, and fuch oply as read
the News-Papers, by Advertifements,
that, unlefs they redeem their Things,
by a fixed Time, they will all be fold ;
they intending, as they fay, to leave off
their Bufinefs. Several have publifhed
fuch . Advertifements, and allowed fo

L 45

{mall a Space of Time, that many haye

loft their Things, becaufe they could
not procure the Money to redeem them,
in the limited Time; and the fhamelefs
R obbers have temoved their Habitations,
and opened Shops in other Places, to
vepeat their Frauds. The Remedy which
1 would propofe for this Evil is, to oblige
them to give a Year's Notice, and not
o take in another Pledge after the firft
‘Notice given ; and if they fhonld be ua-
der a Neceffity to remove, . on a fhort

-

‘Warning, they fhould be obliged to men-
tion the Place to which they are to re-
.moye, that their Cuftomers may know
where to come for their Things,.

What a ‘melancholly Refleétion it is
to-a good Mind, that fuch Wretches
‘(for Wretches they muft be, in their
Hearts, who. are capable of fubmitting
to fuch an infamous Employment) fhould
enrich themfelves by an ufelefs and dif-

‘honeft Way of Traffick, from the Ne-

- ceflities
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ceffitics of their Fellow-Creatures ! Thefe
are Enormities by which the whole Land
{uffers ; for, tho' the Rich and Powerful

do not feel the immediate Inconvenien-

cies, the whole Community is hurt by

the Check which is hereby put to Indu-
firy, and by the Encreafe of Sloth and
"Thievery. The Difference, in Point of
Honour, betwixt the large Gains of many

of our fair Traders, and Pawn-brokers;
is very great ; the fair Trader carries on
4 Bufinefs beneficial to the Publick;
and if he gets Fifty per Cent per Annunt,
on the general Terms of Bufinefs, we

do not grudge him the Profit, becaufe

he is an ufeful Mcmber of Society;
but the Gains of Pawn-brokers arife
from a wicked Advantage which they
take over the Neceflities of their Fellow-
Subjedts. S

1 fhall here _mentioﬁ two more great
Misfortunes which they who deal with
Pawn-brokers labour under.

1 have been affured, by many Perfons,
of undoubted Veracity, that they have
depofited very valuable Pledges in the
Hands of Pawn-brokers, and when the
went to redeem them, fome Months az
ter, they have been refufed to them,

| . | unlefs

T
unlefs they would pay Five or Six Shil-

~lings more in the Principal than they

really had on them. How fuch a Cheat
may be carried on by Pawn-brokers will

~eafily appear, by relating the Method

of Pawn-brokers receiving their Pledges.
After they have lent the Money, they
write the Day of the Month, and the
Sum lent, on a Slip of Paper or Vellum,
and few the Slip to the Pledge, asa La-
bel; and the Perfon who goes to a

Pawn-broker’s Shop feldom takes a Wit~
nefls with him; if therefore the Pawn-

broker is Rogue enough to encreafe the
Sum on another Slip of Paper, and join
it to the Pledge, in the Room of the
former, his Cuftomer muft fubmit to the
Impofition, being incapable of having
any Remedy by Law. Very often the
Cuftomer goes out as foon as he has

received the Money which is lent on his

Pledge, without ftaying to fee it entered
on the Label, ot in the Book ; by which
Means the Pawnbreker has an Opportu-
nity to fet down what he pleafes, in
both, without taking the Trouble to
alter his Label. RS

The other Grievance, which is much
greater than this, is the Power that the
Pawn-broker has -of defrauding his
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Cuftomers entirely of a valuable Pledge.

1 know feveral who have been Sufferers |

“in this Point, and one among them who
left a Pledge, worth about Twenty

Pounds, in the Cuftody of a Pawn- |

broker, on which he had no more than
Five Guineas ; and, about half a Year
after the Time of pledging it, he went

to redeem it; and the Pawn-broker

impudently affured him, that no fuch
Pledge was ever left in his Care.” The
Gentleman, after endeavouring, invain,
to perfuade the Pawn-broker to Juftice,

by telling him fome particular Circum-

ftances which he thought he could not
have the Affurance to deny being true,
try’d the EffeG of Menaces; but the

Pawn-broker, unmoved by gentle or:

rough Ufage, -ftood to ‘what he had

firft afferted; and the Gentleman, have

ing no Teftimony but his own Honour,
was forced to fubmit to the Impofition
of the Thief. After what I have faid,
{uppofing few are guilty of thefe Frauds,
- {fuppofing none now are, the Power, the
Temptation, of one Man to cheat ano-

ther fhould be removed, efpecially when

it may with Eafe.

The two Grievances which I have

o ’laﬁ, fet forth may be redrefled by oblig-

ing

* nor Difcredit of the Nation.

ing Pawn-brokers to give a Receipt to

~ every. Perfon who borrows Money of -

them on Pledges ; in' which Receipt the

Terms on which the Pawn-broker lends

his Money fhall be fpecified; and to
that Receipt both the Borrower and the -
Lender fhall fubfcribe their Names; and

- both the Borrower and the Lender fhall
have a Copy of the Receipt.. Such a

Method, or one almoft like it, The
CHARITABLE CORPORATION fol-
lowed ; which is to the mutual Advan-

tage of the Borrower and Lender, if they
“have no difhoneft Views, becaufe it pres~

vents all: Difputes which a Miftake,

- otherwife, might occafion.

- From the Inconveniencies which I
have here laid down, attending the

| prefent fcandalous Manner of Trading
' among Pawn-brokers, I doubt not but

every juft and reafonable Perfon, who
reads thefe Propofals, will allow of =~
the Neceflity otP laying Pawn-brokers
under ‘the Reftrition of Law; and,
indeed, I think, the total Suppreffion of
them would not to be the Difadvantage |

I am not for leaving the very necefli-

tous' without any Relief in the Time of

C 2 their
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 when they have Goods. to pledge ; but

1 am for removing an Oppreffion, and

for fubftituting a real Relief. . For the

" Benefit of fuch Perfons, I will urge the
Yorce of Example; for -which I.need’
 not travel far. The Dauzch, who are

4 People worthy the Imitation of all-
trading Nations, will not fuffer fuch Blotsy -
"as common Pawn-brokers are, to. fair.
Trade, to be among them. The States
of Holland are their own Pawn-brokers,
and -in fuch a4 manner as is confiftent
with, Juftice and the Policy of Nations, -

They have their particular Offices for

" the Reception of Pledgess and they

require very little more than the ‘Worth

of whit they lend to be in their Hands 5.
and they lend from the largeft Sum,

~which can be required by the occafional

Neceflities of thofe of fuperior Rank,.

“to the fmalleft Sum for the Relief of
'_',.‘che Poors e, R

" _I'f'a 'Foreignéi’ laﬁdfs on anyPart of o
the Coalt of Hilland, without Money, |

~ if he has any Goods, and if he can give
a fair Account of himfelf, “he is fure of

the immediate Affiftance of as much

~Money almoft as the Goods ‘are worths
‘which he thinks fit to pledge, on the
o . - Terms

Hands of the Lender? =

Terms which 1 have mentioned; by .

" which Means numerous- Inconvenien- -

cies' and Oppreflions are avoided, "to’

which’ a Stranger might’ otherwife be

fubjected : By fuch Methods the Durch

not only confult their national Intereft; = .

C World.

I our Government Would e{tabhfh
fuch Offices, in' proper Places, through

“the Kingdom, as the Dazch have, the

Advantages would be many; and the.

_ Grievances would’ be' removed which"

are here fet forth, as arifing from the
prefent Pradtices of = common Pawn-

brokers. Here I muft obferve, that the
Benefits -arifing from- the low Intereft

" of Moncy in Holland aze, by the Means

of iénding on Pledges for lawful Intereft,
felt by every Degree of People: - But
what avails the low Intereft of Money

" here in England to the far gréater

Part of the Subjeds, 'if ‘they cannot

have the Ufe of it without paying

~ fix times more than the lawful Intereft, '
- and even if they depofite double ‘the
© Value of the Money borrowed in the

Here

.



~ Here it will not be amifs to point out
one of the Branches of Detriment which,
{prings from the Toleration of Pawn-
brokers, to every Trade in the King~
domy and which would be cut off by an
Eftablithment of fuch Offices for lending

Money as the Dutch have. Very often

Perfons of various Degrees want to buy

fome - particular ‘Commodity,” for the

Purchafc of which they have not Money,
yet they have fome other Commodity

which they could fpare a-while, and

would, willingly, if they could borrow

Money on it for a reafonable Intereft;

by which Means they would enable
themfelves to get what they immediate-

ly want, and not be hurt at the Time
of the Redemption of their Pledge;

for want of which Conveniency, moft

~ confiderate People chufe to be with- .
* out the Commodity, which they would

be glad to buy, rather than pay fo

‘dear for it, as they muft by borrowing =
Money -of Pawn-brokers to purchafe
it.  This is the Cafe of many, and of

different forts of Perfons, - who would

 make Purchafes from the Value of .

~an Hundred Pounds, or more, down

to a Shilling: And, “till thefe Grievan-

ces are removed, we may boaft in vain

of

of the Lownefs of the Intereft of our
- Money: And every Tradefman in the

Kingdom, if he will confider, will find

- himfelf interefted in the Suppreffion,
“or Regulation, at leaft, of Pawn-brokers ;
~and, indeed, every individual, except
~ the Vermin themfelves, would be a
~Gainer by the Suppreflion, or Regula-

tion, of them,

- Hence I am naturally led to a Confi-
deration of the Calamities of the Suf-
ferers by the Charitable Corporation, and
. ‘of the Nature of the Offences of their |
~ Oppreflors. I cannot agree with thofe |
_who are outrageous againft all trading |
- Companies ; for, Ithink, if any Body,
~of Men unite their Endeavours to ren-
- der themf{elves ferviceable to their Coun
~try by any Project, they ought to be

Partakers of the Benefits which they

- propofe to the Publick, and have a fair
Title to the Prote&tion and Encourage-
ment of that Government which they

Mtrive to ferve : And if any Corruption

thould creep into that Body of Men,
whofe Eftablithment was, to all Appear-

‘ances, ufeful to the Kingdom, the Du-
-ty of the incorrupt is to purge the Body
of the corrupted; and, if the Corruptis
on is fpread fo far, as to be out of the

Power
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- Power of 'thefiinacdrfup'c' in the {ame Bo-

dy of Men, a Parliamentary Afiftance

is neceffary : And if thofe who appear-
‘ed in the Mask of Friendfhip to their

Country, fhould prove the Oppreflors of
it, our Legiflators ought to bring the Of
fenders, if they can, to Juftice, and to

fuit their Punifhment to the Nature of -

~ their Crimes. =

1 cannot “fay, but amore Charitable

Corporarion might have been inftituted
than the late Charitable Corporation Was,
and the Members have been Gainers:
But when we confider it in a compara-

~ tive Light with common Pawn-brokers,

it was a Bleffing to thofe who are oblig-

d to borrow Money on Pledges fome-
times : And thofe unhappy Perfons, who

-are now the Prey of their villainous Op-

sreffors, were ‘to be efteemed as the Re-
dreffers of the heavy Grievances ~under

which they laboured who traded - with
| And ‘the
Robbers of thofe unfortunate ‘Perfons

common Pawnbrokers before <

are to be look'd on as Robbers of the

* Publick ; they have fiatched away the

thofe who were before the Prey of
Pawn-brokers, - and *have utterly ruined
‘many ‘of the Relievers themfelves; and,

if -

B Fobrury 1732, -

if Report does not miflead sme, they
have been the Murderets of fome. Mer-

cy to thefe Men would be Cruelty 5

' cious Villains to Ads of as black a Dye, - |

thro' the Hopes of Impunity. . Their -
Tives ought to be a Sacrifice to the

| Publick, and their Fortunes to thofe
whom they have robbed: =

-~ Thus, Sir, 1 have ftated, with Impars

tiality, the Inconveniencies arifing frotm

| the Toleration of the Traffick now car-
| ried on. by Pawi:brokers, and humbly

! gro‘p’ofed" fome Remedies to them; and |

| I doubt not your fincere Defires to have

thofe Grievances redrefled, nor your En= |

| deavours to promote the Means of Re-

drefs, nor your Inclination to bring the

| Criminals, here pointed out, to Juftice,
| If, by the Methods which Ihave propofed,
| 1 1hall prove, in the leaft, inflrumental
|| to the Relief of the Oppreffed, I fhall .
} think myfelf amply rewarded ; and if T~
| do not, I fhall have received fome Sa-~
|| tisfaction, in having difcharged thisPart
| of my Duty to my Cour
“having payed to you this Teftimony of
f the Refpect of, SIR,

Qvur Mft Fairhful,
‘D Humble Seroants

Country, and in
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R fP. S As the Lowncfs of the Interef’c
of Money is a certain Sign of the Riches
~ of a Country, the Duty of our Legifla-
tors is,-to take Care that every ‘Member
~of the Society fhould reap the Benefits
“thereof as miuch as they poflibly can, in -
the Nature of Thmgs :  Otherwife the
Wealth of “a Nation is like a plentiful
Crop of Corn, -which the negligent
Husband-man- Afuffers to be choaked with
Wecds ; for what ‘the Weeds are to the
growing Harveft, Pawn-brokers are to
the Good of a Wealthy Natmn. e

o inter mfentm Cub‘a
];zfelw Lolmm €3 fleriles dominantur Afvmd:.
: VIRGIL. Geoxg beI
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