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DEDICATION.

To the Right Honourable the Lords

. Spiritual and Temporal, and
Commons of Great-Britain in
Parliament Aflembled. ”

My Lords and Gentlmen,

RIS with the bigheff Reve-
2| rcnce and Refpect that 1 ap-
@ proach the rwo Augnfi A
SOV femblies to which I now dd-
drefs myfelf ; and the Pleafure of fo
doing would in a moft fuperlative De-
gree be increafed, if [o ample a Tri-
bute could be paid, as to attone for Sfuch
an Intrafion : Tet, when I reflelt on
the Advances T bave already made. 1
A exerting
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exerting my weak Abilities fowards
new-framing the whole Structure of the
Municipal Laws of the Kingdom, I

maufl, in fome Meafure, efteem myfelf

intitled, by natural Right, to offer an
belping Hand in this particular Branch
of Reformation.

I am appriz’d that a Bill with fuch
a Title as is now bumbly prefented, bas
very lately been attempted in Paliament ;
and <when I confider the many grofs Im-=
purities and Imperfections with which
the fame abounded, am not a little fur-
priz’d that it conld procure an Intro-
duction 5 and much more [, for its re-
ceiving the Sanction of one Part of the

- Legiflature, before it met with a final

Repulfe on a fecond Difseftion. I con-
veive a true Idea of what great Vfe a
Law of this Nature would prove to the
Nation, if fix'd on a reafinable Founda-
tion, which I have taken fome Pains
to accomplifh : But whether my Endea-
Vours in this Ondertaking bave anfwer-
ed the prefent Defign, muft be fubmitted
to the Determination of that Great

- Power

[

Power to whom I now apply, who is

the beft able to judge of its Perfelizon or-

Defeéts 5 and who alone can give Life
and Force to whatever may be projecied
in the Bebalf of Publick Service.

I muft confefs, that I have ever bad

Sftrong Inclinations, attended“wité weak,
Abilities, to relieve my Fellow-Subjets
from Oppre(fions in every Kind, but quite
deflitute of the leaft Means of putting
the fame in Execution ; by which I bave
always been obliged to bave Recourfe to
Superior Powers, to promote what my
Labours bave produced for National
Advantage : But was I placed Sfirch
2 Situation as to be a Member of the
Common Senate-FHoufe, I fhould efteem
my [elf no otherwifé there than as an Ad-
vocate fent by the People 20 reprefent,
in an impartial Ligbt,ktbe;Smte of their
Affairs to that Great Council s 10 bave
my Thoughts n continnal JVIotzm how
Publick Grievances might be redreﬁ’d,
and to provide Remedies for that Pur-
pofe 5 and when fuch Meafures were
concerted as would effectually reach the
o Az Roots
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Roots of the Difeafes complain’d of, then
Strennoufly and boldly to promote the Pro-
grefs of fisch neceffary Regulations, with-
out baving any Regard whofe private
Incomes they might impair, or whofe Re-
[fentments they might create.

A’ml when fuch Refol%tzom as z‘befe

[ball be diffus’d, if not fo already, uni-
ver fally tbarazng the Minds of our Law-

Makers, jm‘b a Franchife as is now

prefeuted in the Bebalf of the People,
could then poffibly meet with wo Oppofi-
ti0n, nor they fail of reaping a glorious

and joyful Harvefl from the Grmzf Coun-
cil of ?arlnmmt

A’zzd peradventure, a more Sfavourable
Period of Time conld mever bave been
embraced, for brmgmg to Perfection any
At of Indulgeme in Favonr of « Britifh
SPeofle, than the prefent bappy Conjunc-
ture 5 when ’tis to be hop’d, or at leaft
much wifh’d, that all Sfelf<interefledViews

“amongfl onr Legzﬂatam whether thofé of

accumulating Wealth, or attraiting Ho-
murs, bzz‘ve lo%g f Guce wmjbed with fome

of

of the paft Leap-Years, and that true
Patriotifin is now the only Drefs in
Vogue. |

And that this laff Gonjecture, in Ho-
nour of a Britith Parliament, may appear
to be morve than poffibles I (hould appre-
bend, that if a Parallel was drawn
between the Virtue exifting in our Mo-
dern Patriots, and thofe of ancient Rome,

the Preference might, on a firict Scruti-
ny, be given in Favour of the former ; yet
it may not be amifs to remark, that
the Bufinefs tranfacted in 4 Roman Se-
nate did not entively confiff in levying
Publick Taxes, repairing ‘Decay’d High-
Ways, or making Rivers navigable for

promoting  the Growth of Commerce,

(which bave been the prmczfal if not
the Only Tranfactions of late in other

| popular Affemblies,) but that the grear-

eff Regard was had to the redreffing
Grzevmces of alt Kinds, and particularly
thofe affecting the ddmmzﬂmtzm of Fuf~
tice s by which their Laws arriv’d to
that Degree of Excellency in their Iﬂﬂl-
mtzm_, t/mt hzwmg once gor Footing ;IZ
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[ vi]

the Countries where their Congquefts ex

tended, bave maintain’d their Ground,
and remain in full Force and Efteem to

this Time, the the Roman Aequifitions .

bave been regain’d, and their Power di-
minifl’d.

And after (o many f"gfml Proofs that
a Britith Legiflature bas given of their

Refolutions to relieve their Country from |
- loweft fort of Commerce, carvied on in

in their concerting proper Meafures to [0 eafy and familiar a Method, deter-

difcharge gradually the immenfe Natio- | mined in fo quick a Circust of Fuflice,

nal Debt, and alleviating the Burtben of | and ar o inconfiderable an Expence ;

| fich Confiderations will prove of too

Opfmﬁ" ons affecting them in other Kinds,

Publick Taxes, as far as may be confiftent

with Publick Faith, and as foon as the || "% . 0 4
Circumflances of Affairs will permit ; a | pofitions from private Parties, infli=

: enced by the exorbitant Profit arifing by

pleafing ‘Proﬁ"eﬁ‘ may be mterwmc’d

that no Propofition, if grounded on rea-
finable Terms, for the general Eafe and | from any Infinnations that may be

Conveniency of the People, can be with

move Alacrity prefented, than the fame
will meet with a favourable Reception :
And when it is with due Attention con-

[ vil T

Reign complain’d of, and no effectual Re-

 imedy provided) by the exceffive ‘Delays
 and Expences attending the Determina-

tion of Property, and how greatly Such

an Inflitution, asis prefiribd in the
. Bill bere bumbly offer’d to a Legiflative
- Confiderarion, wonld contribute to Pub-
" lick Advantage,in baving Difputes that
- wonld generally arife from finall Debts,

or Breaches of Contralts relating to the

much Weight to be controul’d by any Op-

fuch tedious and expenfive Proceedings,

brought, whether from the Woolfacks,
or the Bar, to divert the Legiflature z'f«z.

[0 beneficial and noble a Purfust ; which

would have been long fince compleated,

fider'd, what great Hardfbips the Sub-
Jject labours mzder, (in every Age and
Rezgzz

e
i
§
¥
£
4
L
i
i3
\"
&
4
Ey
é
v
t
a
b
"~
h
&
g 4
;
i
N
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Vil
jﬁromofz';zg its Progrefs, as Him, who bas
no other Means than by applying in this

b%mé/e Manner, and at an awful Dif-
tance, fubfcribing I-szﬁéf

My Lords and Gentlemen,
Your moft Ob‘edient ”

And devoted Servant,

Chrif. Tancred.

Draveur of a Bill,

For the more

Eafy and Speedy Recovely'

| OF |
Small DEBT S.

n) CERC @ the DelaYS Preamble ena
Zil and Expences in Suits a tirely added:
8 Law and in Equity have
hithetto been found moft

28 &) oricvousand burthenfome
to the bubjects of this Kingdom 5 and the

Continuance of fuch ()pprc'hons in the
Admi-
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Adminiftration of Juftice a Reproach
and Scandal to this Conftitution; Gn®
fwhereag it becomes abfolutely neceﬁ'ary;
for the Advancement of Commerce, and

1Bz it Enacen, by the King’s Moft This Cluft
much alter’e

Excellent Majefty, by and with the Ad-fom that in

vice and Confent of the Lords Spiritx;xal?h'éB"“bmught |
' : in the laft Sef-

and Temporal, and Commeons in this fions of Parlis-

the general Eafe and Advantage of the
Kingdom, to make fome Provifion, that
A&ions and Suits; under fuch a Value
as may not be fufficient to bear the Ex-
pences incident to the fuperior Courts at
Weftminfler, fhall and may be deter-
mined in a fhort and {fummary Way, twice
a Year, in the Center of the Counties or
Jurifdictions where fuch Suits fhall arife,
and both Parties moft ufually refide, by
the Judges Itinerant thorough the fame,
at the Affizes and Grand Seffions of fuch
refpedtive Counties, Cities, and Jurif-
di&ions ; and the Determination and
Judgment there given to be final and
conclufive to all Parties, without allow-
ing any Appeal to be made from the fame

(0 any other Judicatare whatfoever:

Ta the €N, therefore, that fuch Grie-

vances that have too long fubfifted may

row meet with Redrefs,

We

prefent Parliament affembled, and by the”
Authority of the fame, that fromand af-
ter the Twenty ninth Day of September,
which {hall be in the Year of our Lord
One thoufand feven hundred and thir-
ty one, the Fudges of Nifi Prius, ot
any of them, in their refpective Circuits
within England, and at their Sittings in

London and Middlefex, and the Judges

of the Grand Seffions in /7. ales, or in the
Counties Palatine of Lancafter, Chefter,
or Durbam, ot the Royal Franchife of
Ely, fhalland may hear and determine,
in 2 fummary Way, by Englib Bill, or
Paper Petition, in Englifb, written in a
plain and ufual Hand and Chara&er, with
Words at Length, and not in any Cha-
sacter commonly call'd Court-Hand,

(on which Englifb Bill, or Petition, orNoStamp-Du-
ties.

any Proceedings fubfequent or relating
thereunto, no Stamp-Dutics thall be im-

- prefled,) all Manner of Difputes and

B2 Dif-

ment,
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Slander and
Aflaultsexcept-

[ 4]

- Differences between Party and Parties,

wherein no more than the Sum of Fifty
Pounds is demanded, and for which any
Action (except Actions of Slander, and
Affanlt and Battery) might lie at Com-
mon Law, and fo as the Title of Land
be not thereby drawn in queftion. And

- the faid Judges, Juftices, or any of

them, are hercby authoriz’d and requir'd
to give Judgment and Decree, and to
award Execution thereupon, with fuch
Cofts as are herein after limited, againft
the Bodies or Goods of all and every
the Perfon, or Perfons, againft whom
they, or any of them, fhall give any
Judgment, Decree, or Difmiflion, as to
them fhall feem juft. And the Clerks
of the Civil Bills, herein after appointed,
of all Counties and Cities within Exg-
band and Wales, and of the Counties Pa-
fatine of Lancafler, Chefler, and Dur-
bam, or the Royal Franchife of Ely, or

their Deputies, are hereby required to"

L[5 ]

the Defendant, or Defendants, mention’d
in fuch Englfb Bill, to appear before
the Judges, or Juftices, or any of them,
at fuch Sittings, Aflizes, or Grand Sef-
fions, as fhall be {pecified in fuch Sum-
mons, to anfwer to and defend the Mat-
ters complain’d of in fuch Englifb Bill,
or Petition; and that no Caufe fhall be
heard upon fuch Englifh Bill, or Petition,
until it fhall be proved in open Court,
upon Oath, that the Defendant, or De-
fendants, were perfonally ferved with
fuch Petition and Summons twenty Days,
inclufive, before the firft Day of every
Sittings, Affizes, or Grand Seflions, by
fhewing the Defendant, or Defendants,

L the original Petition and Summons, 3nd
o . . . . §
ferving Him, Her, or Them, with a true

Copy thereof; or in cafe the Defendants,
or any of them, cannot be met with, and
1s not then out of the Kingdom, by thew-
ing the original Petition and Summons
to, and leaving a Copy of the fame

On Phintiffy
Qath of due

Summons,

T R T TR ST AP

Procels by E2-underwrite or endorfe on fuch Englifb
ziifh Bill, and

_ with fuch Defendant’sWife, Son, Daugh-
Sammons co-Dills, or Paper Petitions, (fuch Bills be-

ter, or Menial Servant, ({uch Son, Daugh-

ing firft figned by the Plaintiff and a
Sworn Attorney,) a Summons, requiring
| ~ the

ter, or Menial Servant, being at the Age.

of fixteen Years,) at the Defendant’s ufual
Place

T -
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Tadges to or-
d r Lxccntmn
1y the Sheriff. O

[ 6]
Place of Abode; and if the Defendant,
or Delendants, do not, or fthall ~ot ap-
pear in Perfon, or by His or Her Attor-
ney, after Proof of the Service of fuch
Petition and Summons as aforefaid, that
then it fhall and may be lawful to and
for the faid Judge or Judges, Juftice or
ju&c or any of them, after Exami-
nation of one or more Witnefs or Wit-
nefles, in open Court, upon Oath, to

give Judgment or Decree for fuch Plain-
tiff, or Plaintiffr, or to difimifs the Bill,
or P tition,with {uch Cofts, in both Cafes,
as arce hucaiter limited and alcertain’d,
as to fuch Juftice or Juftices fhall feem
juft; and to iffue one or more Execution

or Executions, returnable forthwith, for
the Recovery of ail fuch Sum and Sums
of Money fo adjudged or decreed, toge-
ther with fuch Cofts as aforefaid, to be
diretted to the Sheriff and other Ofﬁcers
of all or any County or Counties, Cities,
or Jurifdi®tions, againft the Body or
Goods of either Plaintiffs or Defendants,
or any of them, accmdmgly as Judg-
ment or Decree thall be given in the Be-

w half i

S

o b

L no more.

hear and determine the faid Suit, and to || not proceed in his Caufe, after ferving

| the Defendant with Summons to appear
| 2s aforefaid, or countermand the fame ten
]_)ays before the then next Affizes, Sit-
| tings, or Grand Seffions, then the faid
: Judges or Juftices, or any of them, up-
| on Oath made, that the Defendant or
i Defendants were ferved with fuch Eng-
| /ifb Bill and Summons, as aforefaid, fhall,

| Defendants,
i them fuch Cofts as are hereafter limit-

| L 7]

talf of either Plaintiffs or Defendants;
which the faid Sheriffs and other Officers
fhall execute in like Manner as Execu-

. tions fued out of any of his Majefty’s

Courts at Weflminfler have been ufually
executed ; and fuch Sheriffs, or Officers;
are hereby required to grant their {pecial

Warrants, when demanded, taking for

the fame the Sum hereafter limited, and

and may difmifs the faid Defendant, or
and decree and award

ed and afcertain’d, and iflue Execu

| tion for the Levying thereof, as afore-
faid.

P

And if the faid Plaintiff fhall Relief in un»
juﬁ Profecu-

tions,

3 B R 2
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[ 9]

[28]
the Party requiring fuch Trial by Jury
Eiﬁher Party, * 1Dyobived always, That ifahy Plaii g fhall, at his own proper Expences, pay
ix:gis,m;;xfeftiff or Defendant fhall be defirous to | to fuch Jury Six Pence each, and to the

fer the Caufe
to a Jury.

* This Claufe
fomewhat al-
ter’d.

have his or her Caufe try’d by a Jury |
of twelve Men, and fhall, (in Perfon, |
or by their Attorney,) before any Wit. |

nefs is fworn in the Caufe, require a

Jury to be fworn to try the faid Caufe; |

" in other Cafes ; and the Verdiét given

Decree, or Ju-
ry’s Verdié fi-
nal.

by fuch Jury, fhall be recorded by the
Clerks of the Givil Bills herein after ap-

pointed, and Judgment and Execution |

fhall be given thercon, with fuch Cofts

as are herein after limited and afcertain-

ed : Which faid Judgment, whether |

grounded on Decree or Verdiét, fhall be

Marfhal of the Court for {wearing fuch

Jury Two Shillings.

ann be it further Cnacten by the dus

then, the Judge or Juftice, before whom before the,faid\]udge:?, or Juftices, or
fuch. Caufe is to be try’d, fhall immedi- | A of the'm, for hearing and‘.dete.rmm‘-
ately caufe a Jury of Twelve Men, quali- 18 th‘? faid Caufes by Englifb Bill, as
fyd ‘according to Law to ferve on Juries aforefaid, fhall be, and are hereby decla-
in Civil Cafes, and drawn by Way of Bal- } red to be Courts of Record: And 1n
Jot, to be fworn ; who fhall try the faid | cafe any Perfon fhall make .Oa.th in a
Caufe in the fame Manner as Juries do | Caufe to be heard and determined in

‘any fuch Court, whereby He or She

fhall commit any wilful Perjury, and be

“thereof legally conviéed, then every

fuch Perfon fhall incur and fuffer the
like Pains and Penalties as Perfons ca;ri-
victed of wilful Perjury, according to
the Laws and Statutes of this Realm. .

*Gnn be it fucther Cnacted by the du:

hearing Englifls

thoitp afoeefain, That the Courts held pills Courts of

Penfﬂty onneg-

PR
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abfolutely final to all Parties, and fhall }
not be removed by any Wirit whatfoever, }
or controverted in any other Court, nor

lecting to o-

thmity ﬂfﬂg@fﬁm,' That a Summons for bey Summaens.

any Witnefles to attend and give E.vi- % TisClaufe
is muchalter’d,

{hall any new Trial be granted. And |

the

dence at fuch Trials, fign'd by the
Clerks of the Civil Bills, or their Depu-
| N & ties,



[ o]
ties, herein after appointed, (which they
are hereby required to iflue upon De-
mand,) being duly ferved on fuch Wit-
nefles in the Manner before defcribed
for fummoning Defendants, fhall be as
effetual in Law, to all Intents and Pur-
pofes, as any Subpena, or Summons, if-
fuing out of any Court in Weftminfler-

[ 1r]

Cofts, and Damages ; to be recovered by
the Parties, at whofe Suit fuch Perfon
was taken in Execution before the Judges,
Juftices, or any of them, at their Affizes,
Sittings, or Grand Seffions, in fuch Man-
ner as in other Caufes herein before men-
tioned.

e R 4 ST

PR,

Hall now are ; and the WitnefTes attend-
ing at fuch Trials fhall be paid by the
Party fummoning them in fuch Manner

 * gnu be it further eEnacted hy the At Caufes may be

revived.

thmity aforefaid, That if any Judgment, . . -
whether grounded on Decree or Ver-era.

S

SRR RT ey e [ i e

din mmane BEL ety
SFESRCIELE - RN

g B TP o

Penalty on
Sherift for
Neglect :

as the Judge, or Juftice, fhall dire& :
And the faid Judges, or Juftices, or any
of them, may infli¢t fuch Punifhment on
any Sheriff, or Sheriffs, or other Offi-
cers, for any Contempt or Misbehaviour
in their refpective Offices, relating to the
Execution of any Powers and Authori-
ties derived from this A&, in like Man-
ner as the Judges in Weftminfter-Hall
are impower’d to do in the executing a-
ny Execution or Procefs iffuing out of

On Officer for thofe Courts : And that if any Sheriff, or

Efcapes.

other' Officer, fhall permit any Perfon
taken in Execution by Virtue of fuch
Decree, Difmiffion, or Verdi&, to efcape ;
he or they fhall be liable to an A&ion
of Efcape, and Payment of the Debt,

Cofts,

di&t, be not executed before the t{len
next Affizes, Sittings, or Grand Sef-
fions, then it fhall and may bc.lawful
for the Parties to renew or revive the
fame at the then next, or any fubfequent
Affizes, Sittings, or Grand Seflions, the
faid Parties firft making Oath 1n. Court,
or producing an Affidavit in Writing, be-
fore any One of his Majefty’s Juftices of
the Peace of the faid County, that they
(or any Perfon in Troft for them, to
their Knowledge) have not reccived a-
ny Part thereof ; or, if any Part Fhereof
be receiv’d, then to renew or revive for
fuch Remainder only.

C 2 * 1w
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NoBil tobe ¥ IP0biteh almayg, and be it Cnacten
acmitted afer oy the Guthoty afoxid, That every
fime Caufe.  Judgment, whether grounded on Decree
* This Claufe or Verdict, on fuch Ezglifh Bill or Pe-
Alerd tition, as aforefaid, fhall be a good Bar
to any other A&ion, Suit, Petition, or
Englifh Bill, to be brought for the fame
Statuteof Li- . Matter or Thing: And that the Statute
mitations con- of the T'wenty-firft of King Fames 1.
' [intitled, An At for Limitations of
Aitions, and for avoiding of Suits in
Law] fhall extend, in like Manner, to
all Proceedings for Recovery of {mall
Debts, as if the Parties had brought their

Actions at Law for the fame.

Placesdefcrib- *aAno ﬁz ftfm'tbﬁt QE"&&EU ﬁl’ tf)B ﬁu*
ed where fuch ¢maity afopelaid, That every Trial upon
wied.  any fuch Zug/ifb Bill and Summons thall
* This entire be had before the faid Judges, and Juf-
Clufe added. ices, or any of them, at the refpeltive
Aflizes, Sittings, and Grand Seffions of

the County, City, or Jurifdi¢tion, where

fuch Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, Defendant or
Defendants, fhall both ufually refide : But

if it {hall happen, that the faid Plaintiffs

and Defendants fthall refide in different

& Places,

- ey

[ 3]
Places, then every fuch T'rial fhall be
had at the Affizes, Sittings, or Grand
Seffions of the refpeétive Counties, Ci~
ties, or Jurifdi&ions, where the refpec-
tive Plaintiff, or Plaintiffs, only thall ufu-
ally refide.

%¥:And the better to prevent the good Suits under
. M o ¢ not afrec«
Tntents of this A& from being evaded, fin Tonds,

by having Suits commenced and profe- cognizableonly
cuted in any of the fuperior Courts ofeg_abgﬂéed by
the Kingdom, whether of Law or Equi-* o

ty, in any A&ions or Suits under fuch a (his entire
Value as are limited to be determined in
the Manner prefcrib’d by this A&, for
the general Eafe and Advantage of the
Kingdom, W3¢ it €nacted by the Authnity
aforefain, That from and after the Twen-
ty-ninth Day of September aforefaid, no
Writ on any perfonal Aétion (except on
Ad&ions of Slander, and Affault and Bat-
tery) fhall be fued out of any of the
fuperior Courts at Weftminfler, unlefs
Affidavit be firft legally made by the
Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in fuch Suits, and
filed in fuch Courts, fetting forth, That
the Debt, or Caufe of Adtion, amounts to

the Sum of Fifty Pounds, or more ; and
if

I ki
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Clerks of the .

Civil Bils.

* This Claufe
much alter’d.

[ 14 ]

if any Englyfb Bill fhall be filed in any
of the Courts of Equity within this
Kingdom, (unlefs the Matter demanded
by fuch Bill, be for any Title to Lands
and Hereditaments, or affecting the {fame,)
and upon hearing the Merits of fuch Bill,
it fhall appear to the Court, that the De-
mand there in queftion doth not amount
to the Value of Fifty Pounds, the Court
fhall difmifs fuch Flaintiff’s Bill, and
fhall award treble Cofts, to the Ufe of the
Defendant, or Defendants, in the fame ;
any Law, Statute, or Ufage heretofore
to the contrary notwithftanding,.

* Qnd be ¢ further Enacted by the Au-
thazity afoelaid, That the Mafter of the
King’s-Bench Office, the Prothonotaries
of the Court of Commeon-Pleas, and the
Matfter of the Office of Pleas in the Ex-
chequer, all for the Time being, fhall
be, and are hereby conftituted Clerks
of the Civil Bills in their refpective
Courts for the County of Middlefex
the two Secondaries of the Compters of
the City of London, the {everal Protho-
notaries of the Grand Seflions in W ales,
and the feveral Prothonotaries of the

Counties
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Counties Palatine of Chefler, Lancafler,
and Durbam, all for the Time being,
fhall be, and are hereby conftituted,
Clerks of the Civil Bills, for their refpec-
tive Divifions and Counties; and the
Clerks of the Affizes for the Time be-
ing of the feveral Circuits within Ezng-
land, fhall be, and are hereby conftitu«
ted Clerks of the Civil Bills in all Coun-
ties, Ridings, Cities, and Divifions, with-
in their refpetive Circuits and Jurifdic-
tions ; all which faid Clerks of the Ci-
vil Bills, or their fufficient Deputies, are
hereby required to refide in the feveral
‘Towns of the Counties, Ridings, Cities,
or Divifions, within their refpetive Cir-
cuits, where the Aflizes and Grand Sef-
fions are or have been ufuially held, and
to keep proper Books there for the Ufe
of their faid refpeétive Counties, Ridings,
Cities, or Divifions, wherein they fhall
enter all fuch Englyb Bills, or Petitions,
and Summons, and all Judgments, whe-
ther grounded on Decree or Verdic,
and Proceedings thereon ; to which
Books all Perfons may have Recourfe at
all Times, and take any Copy thereof]
as Occafion fhall require.

* an
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sThs Coe * A Die it further Cnacted by the Au-

muchakerd.  ¢haity afopelaid, That the feveral Fees

or Sums following, and no more, fhall
be paid or taken from the Suitors in fuch
Courts, or their Attorneys, than are here-

after limited and appointed, that is to
fay,

Fees: The Plaintiff’s Cofls.

TheAttorney’s ¥ 'Tothe Attorney f01: draw=-\ 2 5. d.
Part. ing, engroffing, and figning the
 Fees fettled Bill, or Petition, Six Shillings {
inthis Method. 3nd Flight Pence ; for copy-
ing and ferving of fuch Bill
and Summons upon the Defen- C o 10 @
dant, or all the Defendants, ° 19 o2
T'wo Shillings and Six Pence; |
and for drawing Briefs for
Council, (if any,) and attend- }
ing the Hearing of the Caufe,
Ten Shillings, J.

TheClerks of, Lo the Clerk of the Civily

the Civil Bills Bills for entering the Bill, or

Part. Petition, One Shilling 5 for
figning the Summons Six
Pence ; for drawing up and &
entering thc]’udgmcnt,licrcc, @ o5 oo
Verdiét, or Difmiffion, "Two
Shillings and Six Pence ; and
for making and figning every
Execution One Shilling, J

j ing the Plaintiff’s Bill, or Peti-| .
- tion, and clofe Copies, if any, |

| for all Six Shillings and Eight
| Pence; and for drawing Briefs
| for Council, if any, and at-
tending :
E Caufe, 'Teén Shillings, J

3 Bills for every Search tocopy| - - Par.
| the Plaintiff’s Bill, or Petition, -
| and for every other Search, or |

- Six Pence ; and for making
~and figning every Execution |
- One Shilling, o

[ 17 ]

"To one Council, if any ap—E L. s

4. Council’s Part,

- pear, for his Fee, Ten Shil-¢ o 10 ©o
lings, [ | o |

.~ To the Marfhai for calling | The Marfhal’s
the Caufe in Court FEight Part,

Pence, and fwearing all the> o oI ©0
Witnefles on the Plaintift’s
Side Four Pence,

s Ve oma————

Total 1 15 02
The Defendant’s Cofts.

. } , The Attorney’s
To the Attorney for copy-) |

 Part.
%lv,o_’ ‘16 08
the Hearing of the

| The Clerks of
“the Civil Bills

To the Clerk of the Civily’

Entry of Satisfadtion on any o oI 06
Judgment, Decree, or Verdict, | -

pear, for his Fee, Ten Shil-

T'o one Council, if any ap-~ Council's Part.
§ o Io 00
lings,

D Te I
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| CL L L5 4 > their U ' -  Fere.
H The Marfiai's  -'T'o the Marfhal for fwearing - | ?Ol t'he'lr Ufe, (befides the.Poundag'e hére.
Pait, Al the Witnefles on the Dc_g o 00 o4 in limited to the refpective Sheriffs for
fendant’s Side Four Pence, levying Executions,) a Sum not exceed-

e § ing the Sum of One Pound Eight Shil-
Total ! 08__?5 iifgs and Six Pence, in full for gall Man-

| ner of Cofts for the Suit profecuted againft
fuch Defendant, or Defendants : And eve-
1y Defendant, or Defendants, thall, upon .
every Judgment, whether grounded up-
on Decree, or Verdi&, given on the Be-
half of the Plaintiff, or Plaintiffs, pay to
fuch Plaintiff, or Plaintiffs, or to their re-

To the Sheriff, ot his Depu=~
ty, for executing every Exe-‘ |
ctition, and for making the
‘Warrant, and for Return ¢
thereof, One Shilling in the |
Pound for the Whole. J

Colts of Plin-~ ¥ And to the Intent that the refpedtive §
tiffs and Deten-

: oy Tmied Plaintiffs and Defendants may, before they | fpedive Attorneys for their Ufe, (befides
- t&g};ms i enter upon Su»itv\ be appiiz’d of the Cofts the Poundage herein limited to the refpec.
i o and Cliarges which they are to expend | tive Sheriffs for levying Executions) a
i Cahis entite or pay to cach other in profecuting and § Sum not exceeding the Sum of One Pound
E defending the fame, according to the | Fifteen Shillings and Two Pence, in full
" Powers limited in this At ; and that fuch | for all Manner of Cofts for the Suit profe-
g Cofts and Charges may be afcertain’d to | cuted by fuch Plaintiff, or Plaintiffs:
?‘*% Sums in Grofs ; We it Enarted .bl’.': the | Which faid refpective Sums fhall be, and
g Qutboatty ataxefatd, That everyPlaintiff,or | are hereby declared to be, in full Payment
3 Plaintiffs,thall, upon Difmiffion of every | and Satisfaction of all Cofts and Charges
4 {uch Englifh Bill, and Petition, as afore- | whatever, to be claim’d as well by the re-
1 ‘ faid, or upon every Judgment, whether fpe&tive Parties, Plaintiffs,and Defendants,
i grounded on Decree or Verdi€t, given | from each other, as from the faid Plain-
5 ot the Behalf of the Defendant, or De- | (iffs and Defendants by the refpective At-
4 | fendants, pay to fuch Defendant, or De- | torneysimploy’d in fuch Suits : And eve-
‘%‘ . fendants, or to their refpettive Attorneys ry fuch Attorney, or Attorneys, are hercby
téﬁ ' for D2 required
i
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required and enjoin’d to demand or re- the refpedive Counties and Cities afore-
3 ceive no other Fee, Gratuity, or Sum, faid; which faid Lifts the faid Sheriffs
whatfoever, dire&ly or indire@ly, than | fhall receive and fix up againft the Bar
fuch Sum or Sums only as are hereby li- of the faid refpeéive Courts three Days,
mited and afcertained, to be paid by fuch at leaft, before the firft Day of the faid
Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, Defendant or De- Sittings, Aflizes, or Grand Scflions ; to
L fendants, for Cofts, as aforefaid. which faid Lifts all Perfons may have
5. L Recourfe gratis. And the faid Judges
CGuufestried tn * And to the Intent that all Partics and Juftices, or any of them, are hereby
| Manner. concern<?d in profecuting and .defending required and dire@ed to hear and deter-
% This entire fuch Suits, may meet with no unnecefla- |  mine all fuch Caufes (whether in ‘a Sum-
Claufe addcd. Iy TI‘OU‘[.)lC in attending the faid Judges ; mary Way, or by Jury) without any un-
g“ and JUﬁ}CC% or any of them, for the De- |  duc Preferrance, in Order as the fame
ﬁ%i termination of t-he fame ; e it Enacted | dhall be fet down in fuch Lifts ; and to
i by the Quthotp afopelais, Thar the difpatch, in the firft Place, all fuch Caufes
{;‘ Clerks of the Civil Bills, or their Deputies, |  to be tried and determined according to
1# ih.all make'exa& Lifts of all Caufes to be |  the Dire&tions of this A&, ‘before any
& tried by Virtue of the Limitations in this |  other Bufinefs fhall be entered upon, at

o

T e

A&, before the faid Judges and Juftices,
accordingly as fuch Ezglsb Bills, or Pe-
¥ titions, fhall be enter’d in their refpective
o  Offices ; which faid Lifts the faid Clerks
of the Civil Bills fhall fign, and_‘ return

the faid Sittings, Affizes, or Grand Sef-
fions. -

* 100inel altwapg, and be it further None v sa

but fworn At-

Enacted by the Autbmity atorelaid, That comeys or so-

Uk

x the fax:ne to the Sheriffs of the refpe@tive | mno more than one Council fhali be heard ?f;f:};‘“ thefe
?y Counties of England and }¥ ales, ten Days, for the Plaintiffs, and one for the Defen-, .. o
A ’ leaft, before the firlt Day of every Sit- | dants, in each Caufe; and that no Judge’s much arerd.
i tngs it} London and Middleféx, or irft | Clerk, or Servant, Clerk of the Civil

:,:g}; Day of every Affizes or Grand Seflions of Bills, Sheriff, or his Deputy, or any other

i the Perf-

H .t
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Perfons, (except fworn Attofneys and So- |
licitors,) fhall be permitted to pradtife as |

~Attorneys and Solicitors in any Caufes to
be heard and determined before the faid
Judges and Juftices, or any of them, by
Virtue of the Powers and Authorities in
this A& limited and declared.

paihi dnb be it further Cuacted by the
this Act.  authogity afoefain, That if any Council,

* This Claufe

much alter’d.

Attorney, Solicitor, Clerk of the Civil
Bills, Sheriff, or his Deputy, or other
Officers or Perfons, fhall wilfully do
any Thing contrary to this A&, or fhall
demand or take any other or greater
Sums than are herein limited and fettled,
he and they thall, for every fuch Of
fence, forfeit and pay the Sum of fifty
Pounds, to be recovered by any Informer
to his own Ufe, in the fummary Wa.):
preferib’d by this A&: And every Coun-
cil, Attorney, Solicitor, and Clerk of
the Civil Bills, wilfully offending againt
the true Intent and Meaning of this A
and being thercof legally conviéted, fhall
befides the Penaivy before inflicted, be,,
;‘md is hereby declared and deemed to be
incapable for ever after to a& as Council,
Attorney,
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Attorney, Solicitor, or Clerk of the Gi-
vil Bills, in any Court or Place, what-
foever, in that Part of Grear Britain,
call'd England.

* [Dhited aliwaps, and be it futhep A Feeption
QEuﬂﬁtzD hy the QAuthotty afoelaty, Towns Corpo-
That Nothing in this Ac¢t contain’d fhall e
extend, or be conftrued to extend, to in< * This entire
fringe, abridge, or take away any Privi- Claufe added.
lege, Power, or Jurifdiction of any Courts
holden before the -Mayors, Sheriffs, or
other Head-Officer, or Officers, of any
Town Corporate, within that Part of
Great Britain, call'd England ; nor give
any Power to the Judges of Nifi Prius,
in their Sittings in London, to hear and Asd Coustof
. onicience in
determine any Debt under the Value of Londen.
forty Shillings, to be due or owing from
or to any Citizen or Freeman of the faid
City of London, or other Petfon or Per-
fons inhabiting within the Precinéts of
the faid City, being a Vi€tualler, Trader,
or labouring Man ; and that the Powers,
Authorities, and Jurifdictions of every
Court belonging to any fuch Town Cor-

porate, the Statute made in the third
Year of King Fames 1. [intitled, JZ”
Act
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N Al for-the vecovering of finall Debts,
and. for relieving of poor Debtors in Lon-
- don, ] fhall be and continue, and have

the fame Force and Effed, as if this A&

had never been made.

Adions in
Mayors or

* And whereas the frequent holding of

‘Sheriffs Courtsthe Mayors and Sheriffs Courts, within

under twenty the City of  London, as well as of the

Pound, not to . . M
be removed. Courts of other Mayors, Sheriffs, or

* This
alter’d,

found to be very beneficial and commo-
dious to the Citizens, Freemen, and In-

habitants refiding thhm the Precm&s of

~ the faid City of Londsn, and the other
Cities and Towns Corporate aforefaid ;

notw1thﬁandmg which feveral Vexauous

Debtors do -daily remove, by Writs of

Habeas Corpus, Plaints and A&ions cornt.

menced ' againft them for {fmall Debts,

out of the faid Courts into the Courts at
Weftminfler-Hall, to the great Lofs and -

Inconveniency of Plaintiffs profecuting:

fuch Suits for fmall Debts, as well as

Delay of  Juftice; for Remedy whereof,
e € Tnacten by the duthoity ﬂf’ﬂngﬁlﬂj
That

claue Head-Officers of the feveral  Cities and
‘Towns Corporate, within that Part of
Great Britain, call'd England, have been

L2s 1
E%"ﬁ[‘hat‘. if any Action or Suit, by Bill, or
Jlotherwife, fhall be brought in any of the
fgfald Mayors or Sheriffs Courts, within
ﬁthc faid City of Londoz, or in the Courts
.of any other Mayor, Shenﬂ’s, or Head-
{Officer of any Town Corporate, within
ithat Part of Great Britain, call’d Eﬂg—- o

Yand, and it fhall appear by the faid
{Aétion, or be laid in the Declaratxon,:

ithat the Debt, or Matter in queftion,

idoth not exceed the Sum or Value. of
| twenty Pounds that then fuch Suit fhall.

iimot be ftayed, or removed into any of his

o

iMajelty’s Courts at //eftminfler, by any
%ert or erts ‘wh Atfoever to be fued

fhid Sum of twenty Pounds although
there may be other A&ions againft fuch
Defendant, or Defendants,  which fhall
or may exceed the faid Sum of twenty
E Pounds ;
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Pounds any Law, Statutc or Ufafre,._
the contrary notw1thﬂandmg |

;r;gﬁgg; ‘;’ea"; % qnn he it further aEnatten p _thed
T ﬁntbuzttp afuzzfam, That thls A& fhall]
Cohis ntie he publickly. read, in open Court, thef
" fitft Day of every Sittings in i sdlon)

and Mzddleﬁ»x, and at eVery Aflizes and

Grand ‘Scffions, and at every Quarterf§

Seffions of the Peace to be holden years

1y next after Eafler, and at every I.eet,

or Law-Day B




